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FOREWORD 

Approximately once every fovir years, the Free Methodist 
Church of North America holds a denominationwide business 
meeting called a General Conference. Delegates gather to rep
resent annual conferences; educational institutions and institu
tions of mercy send their leaders; headquarters executives 
stand by as resource people. Nationals from many countries add 
insight and dimension to the deliberations. During the week-
long event issues are debated, informal visits are carried on, 
prayers are offered, and in worship services suited to the occa
sion, the Word of God is preached. 

This BOOK OP DISCIPLINE contains the fruit of the 1985 Gen
eral Conference. It contains more than that, of course. There 
are elements in it that trace back to the Christmas Conference ' 
of 1784 when in the new world, the Methodist Episcopal 
Church was orgtmized. The book is, therefore, a blend of the old 
tmd the new, expressing one Christian body's efforts to be his
toric and contemporary at the same time. 

The BOOK OF DISCIPLINE, the handbook of the denomination, 
must of necessity cover a wide range of matters briefly. The is
sues dealt with are as differing as steps to ordination, Articles 
of ReUgion, membership procedures, headquarters organization, 
and scores of other subjects besides. This year, for the purpose 
of convenience, the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE is being published in 
two parts. Part I deals with the doctrines, character, and ritual 
of the Free Methodist Church. Part n deals with the structure 
and function of the Board of Administration. In these two 
books, we have one body's efforts, by legislation and Christian 
counsel, to glorify Jesus Christ who is Lord over His people. 

The Editors 
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The Free Methodist Church 

INTRODUCTION: 
PURPOSE AND CHARACTER 

The Free Methodist Church is best understood within 
the framework of the biblical concept of the church, the 
perspective provided by its historical heritage, and its 
commitment to the needs of man. 

A. The Biblical Concept of the Church 
It is clear from Scripture that the church is of CJod 

and for people. It is His creation. Christ is its head. The 
church is the people of GoA chosen for a purposeful 
partnership in accomplishing the will of God on earth. 
More than eighty metaphors, word pictures, relating to 
the church appear in the New Testament. Each portrays 
a more profound reality than does the picture it brings 
to mind. The pictures together make ciear the nature 
and mission of the church. Paul speaks of the church as 
"body," "building," and "bride." The most inclusive and 
perhaps the most significant metaphor is "body of 
Christ." The redeemed are spoken of as "members of the 
body." 

What is the profound truth that the many word pic
tures convey? God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — 
takes a redeemed people into partnership to share in His 
activities and to realize His purposes. The church is the 
organic, corporate instrument God has chosen to remake 
men and society. It has a mission of holy love. The 
church exists to produce Christlikeness in men and their 
institutions. Thus our mission may be described as par
ticipation with God in bringing holiness and love to bear 
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upon the sins, hurts, and needs of men. This description 
of our mission is both individual and social. It points to 
a social relationship of men to God eind to each other de
scribed in Scripture as "the kingdom of God." 

The metaphors of the New Testament are made em
phatic by the greatest portrait of all — the Incarnation, 
God made flesh. The church, enlightened by the Incar
nation, continues the teaching and the ministry of its 
Lord on earth. 

When the church is acting under the headship of its 
Lord and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, it continues 
the story begun in the book of Acts. Many are its won
derful achievements since the first century, and many 
more may yet be realized in the unfolding drama of the 
acts of the Holy Spirit through redeemed men. 

The New Testament reminds us that the church visi
ble is not the church ideal. Because the church is a 
divine-human partnership, sharing not only in the holy 
love of its founder but in the blemishes of its humanity, 
it is ever in need of renewal. God takes the. same' risk 
with the church in redemption as He did when He 
granted men freedom in creation. Just as God, the Holy 
Spirit, used the hands of the Apostle Pavd in "specisd 
miracles" so He ctm use His church today. The results 
will be the same — the Word of the Lord will grow 
mightily and will prevail (Acts 19:11 and 20). 

B. Historical Heritcige and Perspective 
Free Methodists turn to the story of the church in 

the book of Acts and the other New Testament writings 
as their primary heritage. They derive from this record 
their main source of direction and renewal, generation 
after generation. Men of God have wrestled writh issues 
both old and new throughout the centuries just as they 
do now. The issues, decisions, and actions of the church 
in every age are importtmt to us. 
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From the time of Acts, Free Methodists can sketch a 
line of descent spelled out in large terms as follows: 
They trace their spiritual heritage through those men 
and women of deep personal piety who in all ages have 
shown tha t it is possible to maintain the glow of 
spiritual fervor in tiie midst of paganism, apostasy, and 
the corruption of the established church. They trace the 
development of the Free Methodist Church through a 
New Testament, Catholic, Anglican, Arminian, Wes-
leyan, and Methodist tradition. This means they identify 
with the mainstream of development of the Christian 
church. They are not a sect. They do not have roots in 
the Calvinistic traditions developing out of the many 
faceted era of Reformation of the sixteenth century. 
Thus they demonstrate that one can remain in the 
mainstream of the Christian church and still maintain a 
spiritual emphasis, which is the very essence of Chris
tianity. 

Their Catholic-Anglican heritage is seen in their 
openness on baptismal forms, their refusal to demand a 
particular millennial view, their commitment to the 
Bible as the primary rule for faith and Ufe, and their vi
sion of personal piety and discipline. 

Their Arminian heritage is seen in their affirmation 
of the love of God in Christ, which seeks to bring every 
man to himself but grants to every man the responsibil
ity of accepting or rejecting that salvation. Since salva
tion is a matter of one's relationship to Jesus Christ, 
they affirm the secvirity of all who continue in fellow
ship with and obedience to Him rather than an uncondi
tional, eternal security. 

Their Wesleysm line of descent is discovered in their 
commitment to salvation by faith assured to believers by 
the direct witness oi the Holy Spirit and their confidence 
in a God who is able to cleanse the hearts of men from 
sin here and now by faith, fill them with the Holy 
Spirit, and empower them for the fulfilling of God's pur
poses in the world. The Reverend John Wesley wrote: 
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"In 1729 two young men in England, reading the Bible, 
saw they could not be saved without holiness, followed 
after it, and incited others so to do. In 1737 they saw, 
likewise, that men are justified before they are 
sanctified; but still holiness was their object. God then 
thrust them out to raise a holy people." 

Their Methodist parentage is seen in Free Methodist 
orgtuiization. They are organized with lines of responsi-
bihty connecting local, district, conference, and denomi
national levels. Their concern is for the total church, not 
just for the local congregation. Their Methodist parent
age is also evident in their social sensitivity. Free Meth
odists in their earliest days recovered the social aware
ness which chfiracterized the Wesleys. Their vigorous 
position and activities against the institution of slavery 
and the class distinction inherent in the rental of pews 
to the wealthy demonstrated true Methodism. Bom at a 
time when representative government was being de
veloped by free societies, lay representation in equal 
number to clergy was a further evidence of awareness of 
social and political concerns. 

About 1858, in western New York, the Genesee Con
ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church excluded sev
eral ministers and many members from the church on 
various charges and allegations, but really for their 
adherence to the basic principles of Methodism, espe-
ciedly to the doctrine and experience of entire sanctifica-
tion. Appeals made to the General Conference were de
nied. Those excluded could not join any other Methodist 
body, for there was none that agreed with them on the 
issues on which they were thrust out. Therefore the Free 
Methodist Church was orgemized by a convention of lay 
members and ministers which met at Pekin, Niagara 
County, New York, on August 23, 1860. The first Gen
eral Conference met on the second Wednesday of Oc
tober, 1862, at Saint Charles, Hhnois. 

By 1960, the Free Methodist Church of North 
America had extended its borders to include many coun-
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tries other than the United States and Canada. In 
Japan, the church had develoi)ed to general conference 
stature, and other nations were making progress toward 
mature strength. An autonomous church of mission ori
gin ta Egypt united with the Free Methodist Church in 
the merger of the Holiness Movement Church in Canada 
and the Free Methodist Church of North America in 
1959. It seemed that the time had come to provide for 
the establishment of general conferences in addition to 
the North America General Conference. Therefore, in 
connection with plans for a World Fellowship.of Free 
Methodist Churches, the General Conference of 1960 de
fined two national areas outside North America as gen
eral conferences, ntunely, Egypt and Japan. 

The 1964 General Conference of the Free Methodist 
Church of North America adopted an enabling resolu
tion and revised its constitution to provide for the or
ganization of general conferences in other areas of .the 
world. The purpose of the actions taken was to provide 
for the more speedy evangelization of the world and the 
extension of scriptural holiness and its frvuts by coopera
tive ministries of mature Free Methodist churches in 
many lands. 

In order to conserve the essential features of Free 
Methodism, the resolution provided that each general 
conference must adopt as a part of its BOOK OF DISCI
PLINE or manual of law a section on the Purpose and 
Character of the Free Methodist Church and the Con
stitution of the Free Methodist Church, to be identical 
in all general conference manuals. 

C. The Needs of Persons 
Free Methodists are committed to the task of under

standing the most important needs of persons, institu
tions, and varying cultvires so that it may minister 
meaningfully and redemptively to them. In the high 
priestly prayer of Jesus Christ, He called upon believers 
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to Uve in this world actively and intelligently in order 
that the world might be led both to "know" and to "be
lieve." 

Free Methodists are aware of the demonic forces in 
the world which debase men, pervert the" good, and lead 
men and institutions to ruin. They attempt to help men 
by restoring personal meaning in a time of depersonaliz
ing developments. 

Free Methodists openly rebuke anything in law, per
sons, or institutions which violates the dignity of per
sons created in the image of God. They are committed to 
taking advantage of opportunities where as individutds, 
local churches, conferences, and denomination they can 
minister healing and redemptive helpfulness in the 
world. 

D„ Distinctive Principles 
Free Methodists seek to express the concept of the 

church of Jesus Christ, their historical perspective, and 
the needs of persons in specific principles and commit
ments. 

Free Methodists today seek to continue the mission 
of first-century Christianity which was recovered by 
John Wesley and the early Methodists who declared 
they existed "to raise a holy people." 

Free Methodists are a fellowship of Christians in 
earnest to get to heaven and committed to working in 
the world for the salvation of all men. They place their 
commitment to Christ and His church above all others. 
They keep theinselves free finm alliances which would 
compete for their highest loyalty and from all which 
would encumber and compromise their effective witness 
to the Trinitarian faith and man's dependence upon the 
grace of God. The Christian denies himself, takes up his 
cross daily, and follows Jesus. He conforms to all the 
will of God as made known in His Word, and believes 
the conditions of salvation are the same now as they 

6 



INTRODUCTION: PURPOSE AND CHARACTER 

were in the days of the apostles. 
In doctrine, Free Methodists' beliefs are the steuidard 

beliefs of evangelical, Arminian Protestantism, with dis
tinctive emphasis on the scriptural teaching of entire 
sanctification as held by John Wesley. 

In experience, Free Methodists stress the reality of 
an inner cleansing and power that attests the doctrine of 
entire sanctification, both in the inward consciousness of 
the believer and in his outward life. 

Their worship is characterized by simplicity and 
freedom of the Spirit, imtrammeled by elaborate ritual. 

Free Methodists maintain a life of daily devotion to 
Christ that springs from inward holiness and separates 
the Christian from the world, even while he lives in the 
world. They believe the best way to keep worldliness 
from invading the church is for the church to invade the 
world with redemptive purpose. 

They practice a complete consecration of every power 
and possession to the service of God and man. 'They be-
heve so strongly in the mission of the church that they 
are committed to responsible stewardship in finance. 
Therefore they do not need to resort to commercial ef
forts to support the cause of Christ. 

Free Methodists sense a special obhgation to preach 
the gospel to the poor. The provisions of the gospel are 
for all. The "glad tidings" must be proclaimed to every 
individual of the hvunan race. God sends the true light 
to illuminate and melt every heart. To savage and 
civilized, bond and free, black and white, the ignorant 
and the learned, is freely offered the great salvation. 
Jesus set the example. Of His ministry it was reported, 
"The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to 
them." This preaching to the poor was the crowning 
proof that He was the one who should come. In this re
spect the church must follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 
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Free Methodists are committed to the New Testa
ment ideals of simplicity and modesty as a style of life. 
They wish to call attention, not to themselves, but to 
their Lord. 

These distinctives of the Free Methodist Chvirch from 
its origin are still living issues. In every era and every 
land these distinctives are the witnesses of the church, 
needing utterance clear and strong that they may be 
heard and heeded amidst the world's confusing and mis
leading voices. 
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The Constitution of 
The Free Methodist Church 

PREAMBLE 

H 100. In order that we may wisely preserve and 
pass on to posterity the heritage of doctrine and princi
ples of Christian living transmitted to us as evangelicals 
in the Arminian-Wesleyan tradition, insure church 
order by sound principles eind ecclesiastical polity, and 
prepare the way for evangelization of the world and the 
more effective cooi>eration with other branches of the 
church of Christ in the advancement of Christ's kingdom 
among men, we, the ministers and lay members of the 
Free Methodist Church, in accordance with constitu
tional procedure, do hereby ordain, establish, and set 
forth the following as the Constitution of the Free 
Methodist Church. 

Editor's Note: If additional constitutional chemges are 
approved due to referendum action by other general con
ferences, and subsequently confirmed by the Constitu
tional Council, a supplement to the BOOK OF DiSCIPUNE 
will be issued. 

10 



CHAPTER I 

THE CONSTITUTION: 
DOCTRINE AND MEMBERSHIP 

A. ARTICLES OF RELIGION 
GOD 

/. The Holy Trinity 
1101. We believe in the one living and true God, 

the maker and preserver of all things. And in the unity 
of this Godhead there are three persons: the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit. These three are one in eter
nity, deity, and pm^wse; everlasting, of infinite power, 
wisdom, and goodness. 

//. The Father 
f 102. We believe the Father is the cause of sM that 

exists whether of matter or spirit. He with the Son and 
the Holy Spirit made man to bear His image. By inten
tion He relates to man as Father, thereby forever declar
ing His goodwill toward man. He is, according to the 
New Testament, the one who both seeks and receives 
penitent sinners. 

in . The Son 
His Incarnation 

H 103. We believe God was himself in Jesus Christ 
to reconcile man to God. Conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
bom of the Virgin Mary, He joined together the deity of 
God and the humanity of man. Jesus of Nazareth was 
God in human flesh, truly God and truly man. He came 
to save us. For us the Son of God suffered, was crucified, 
dead and buried. He poured out His life as a blameless 

11 



Par. 104 ARTICLES OF REUGION 

sacrifice for our sin and transgressions. We gratefully 
acknowledge that He is our Savior, the one perfect 
mediator between God £uid man. 

His Resurrection and Exaltation 
f 104. We believe Jesus Christ is risen victorious 

from the dead. His resvirrected body became more glori
ous, not hindered by ordinary human limitations. Thus 
He ascended into heaven. There He sits tis oiu* exalted 
Lord at the right hand of God the Father, where He in
tercedes for us until all His enemies shall be brought 
into complete subjection. He will retvirn to judge all 
men. Every knee will bow and every tongue confess 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

IV. The Holy Spirit 
His Person 

H 105. We believe the Holy Spirit is the third per
son of the Trinity. Proceeding from the Father and the 
Son, He is one with them, the eternal Godhead; equal in 
deity, m^esty, and power. He is God effective in Cre
ation, in life, and in the chvirch. The Incarnation and 
ministry of Jesus Christ were accompUshed by the Holy 
Spirit. He continues to reveal, interpret, and glorify the 
Son. 

His Work in Salvation 
1106. We beheve the Holy Spirit is the adminis

trator of the salvation planned by the Father and pro
vided by the Son's death. Resurrection, and Ascension. 
He is the effective agent in our conviction, regeneration, 
sanctification, £uid glorification. He is our Lord's ever-
present self, indwelling, assuring, and enabling the be-
Uever. 

12 
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His Relation to the Church 

H 107. We believe the Holy Spirit is poured out 
upon the church by the Father and the Son. He is the 
chiuch's life and witnessing power. He bestows the love 
of God and makes real the lordship of Jesus Christ in 
the believer so that both His gifts of words and service 
may achieve the common good, and build and increase 
the church. In relation to the world He is the Spirit of 
truth, and His instrument is the Word of God. 

THE SCRIPTURES 
V. Sufficiency 

H 108. We believe the Holy Scriptures are God's 
record, uniquely inspired by the Holy Spirit. They have 
been given without error faithfully recorded by holy 
men of God as moved by the Holy Spirit, and sub
sequently trtmsmitted without corruption of any essen
tial doctrine. They are the authoritative record of the 
revelation of God's acts in Creation, in history, in our 
salvation, and especially in His Son, Jesus Christ. 

We believe this written Word fully reveals the will of 
God concerning man in all things necesstuy to salvation 
and Christian living; so that whatever is not found 
therein, nor can be proved thereby, is not to be required 
of one £is an article of faith or as necessary to salvation. 

VI. Authority of the Old Testament 
f 109. We believe the Old Testament is not contrary 

to the New. Both Testaments bear witness to God's sal
vation in Christ; both speak of God's will for His people. 
The ancient laws for ceremonies and rites, and the civil 
precepts for the nation Israel are not necessarily binding 
on Christians today.. But, on the example of Jesus we 
are obligated to obey the moral commandments of the 
Old Testament. 

The books of the Old Testament are: Genesis, 

13 
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Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, 
Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, 2 Kings, 
1 Chronicles, 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, 
Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, The Song of Sol
omon, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, 
Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, 
Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi. 

VII. New Testament 
1110. We believe the New Testament fulfills and 

interprets the Old Testament. It is the record of the re
velation of God in Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. It is 
God's final word regarding man, his sin, and his salva
tion, the world, and destiny. 

The books of the New Testament are: Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, John, Acts, Romans, 1 Corinthians, 
2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colos-
sians, 1 Thessalonians, 2 Thessalonians, 1 Timothy, 
2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, James, 1 Peter, 
2 Peter, 1 John, 2 John, 3 John, Jude, Revelation. 

MAN 

VIII. A Free Moral Person 
H 111. We believe God created man in His own 

image, innocent, morally free and responsible to choose 
between good and evil, right and wrong. By the sin of 
Adam, man as the offspring of Adam is corrupted in his 
very nature so that from birth he is inclined to sin. He 
is vmable by his own strength and work to restore him
self in right relationship with God and to merit eternal 
salvation. God, the Omnipotent, provides all the re
sources of the Trinity to make it possible for man to re
spond to His grace through faith in Jesus Christ as Sav
ior and Lord. By God's grace and help man is enabled to 
do good works with a free will. 

14 
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IX. Law of Life and Love 
H 112. We believe God's law for all human life, per

sonal and social, is expressed in two divine commands: 
Love the Lord God with all your heart, and love yovir 
neighbor as yourself. These commands reveal what is 
best for man in his relationship with God, persons, and 
society. They set forth the principles of human duty in 
both individual and social action. They recognize God as 
the only Sovereign. All men as created by Him and in 
His image have the s£une inherent rights regardless of 
sex, race, or color. Men should therefore give God abso
lute obedience in their individual, socied, and poUtictd 
acts. They shoidd strive to secure to everyone respect for 
his person, his rights, and his greatest happiness in the 
possession and exercise of the right within the moral 
law. 

X. Good Works 
f 113. We believe good works are the fruit of faith 

in Jesus Christ, but works cannot save us from our sins 
nor fixjm God's judgment. As expressions of Christian 
faith and love, our good works performed with reverence 
and humility are both acceptable and pleasing to God. 
However, good works do not earn God's grace. 

SALVATION 

XI. Chrisfs Sacrifice 
f 114. We believe Christ offered once and for all the 

one perfect sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. No 
other satisfaction for sin is necessary; none other can 
atone. 

XII. The New Life in Christ 
H 115. We believe a new life and a right relation

ship with God are made possible through the redemptive 
acts of God in Jesus Christ. God, by His Spirit, acts to 

15 
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impart new life and put us into a relationship with him
self as we repent and our faith responds to His grace. 
Justification, regeneration, smd adoption speak signifi
cantly to entrance into and continuance in the new life. 

Justification 

1116. Justification is a legal term that emphasizes 
that by our new relationship in Jesus Christ we are in 
fact accovmted righteous, being freed from both the guilt 
and the penalty of oiu- sins. 

Regeneration 

f 117. Regeneration is a biological term which illus
trates that by our new relationship in Christ we do in 
fact have a new life and a new spiritual nature capahle 
of faith, love, and obedience to Christ Jesus as Lord. The 
believer is bom again. He is a new creation. The old life 
is past; a new life is begun. 

Adoption 
If 118. Adoption is a filial term full of warmth, love, 

and acceptance. It denotes that by our new relationship 
in Christ we have become His wanted children freed 
from the mastery of both sin and Satan. The believer 
has the witness of the Spirit that he is a child of God. 

XIII. Entire Sanctification 
H 119. We believe entire sanctification to be that 

work of the Holy Spirit, subsequent to regeneration, by 
which the fully consecrated believer, upon exercise of 
faith in the atoning blood of Christ, is cleansed in that 
moment from all inward sin and empowered for service. 
The resulting relationship is attested by the witness of 
the Holy Spirit and is maintained by faith and obedi
ence. Entire sanctification enables the believer to love 
God with all his heart, soid, strength, and mind, and- his 

16 
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neighbor as himself, and it prepares him for greater 
growth in grace. 

XTV. Restoration 
H 120. We beheve the Christian may be sustained 

in a growing relationship with Jesus as Savior and Lord. 
However, he may grieve the Holy Spirit in the relation
ships of life without returning to the dominion of sin. 
When he does, he must himibly accept the correction of 
the Holy Spirit, trust in the advocacy of Jesus, and 
mend his relationships. 

The Christian can sin vsrillfully and sever his re
lationship with Christ. Even so by repentance before 
God, forgiveness is granted and the relationship with 
Christ restored, for not every sin is the sin against the 
Holy Spirit and unpardonable. God's grace is sufficient 
for those who truly repent and, by His enabhng, amend 
their lives. However, forgiveness does not give the be-
hever liberty to sin and escape the consequences of sin
ning. 

God has given responsibility and power to the church 
to restore a penitent believer through loving rieproof, 
counsel, emd acceptance. 

THE CHURCH 
XV. The Church 

f 121. We believe the church is created by God; it is 
the people of God. Christ Jesus is its Lord and Head; the 
Holy Spirit is its life and power. It is both divine and 
human, heavenly and earthly, ideal and imperfect. It is 
an organism, not £in unchanging institution. It exists to 
fulfill the purposes of God in Christ. It redemptively 
ministers to persons. Christ loved the chvuch and gave 
himself for it that it should be holy and without 
blemish. The church is a fellowship of the redeemed and 
the redeeming, preaching the Word of God and adminis
tering the sacraments according to Christ's instruction. 
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The Free Methodist Church purposes to be representa
tive of what the church of Jesus Christ should be on 
earth. It therefore requires specific commitment regard
ing the faith and life of its members. In its requirements 
it seeks to honor Christ and obey the written Word of 
God. 

XVI. The Language of Worship 
II122. We believe that according to the Word of God 

and the custom of the early church, pubUc worship and 
prayer and the administration of the sacraments shoidd 
be in a language imderstood by the i)eople. The Refor
mation applied this principle to provide for the use of 
the common language of the people. It is likewise clear 
that the Apostle Paul places the strongest emphasis 
upon rational and intelligible utterance in worship. We 
cannot endorse practices which plainly violate these 
scripturtd principles. 

XVII. The Holy Sacraments 
1123. We believe water baptism and the Lord's 

Supper are the sacraments of the church commanded by 
Christ. They are means of grace through faith, tokens of 
ovir profession of Christian faith, and signs of God's gra
cious ministry toward us. By them. He works within us 
to quicken, strengthen, and confirm our faith. 

Baptism 
1124. We believe water baptism is a sacrament of 

the church, commanded by our Lord, signifying ac
ceptance of the benefits of the atonement of Jesus Christ 
to be administered to believers, as declaration of their 
faith in Jesus Christ as Savior. 

Baptism is a sjrmbol of the new covenant of grace as 
circTuncision was the symbol of the old covenant; and, 
since infants are recognized as being included in the 
atonement, we hold that they may be baptized upon the 
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request of parents or guardians who shall give assur
ance for them of necessary Christian training. They 
shall be required to affirm the vow for themselves before 
being accepted into church membership. 

The Lord's Supper 
H 125. We believe the Lord's Supper is a sacrament 

of our redemption by Christ's death. To those who 
rightly, worthily, and with faith receive it, the bread 
which we break is a partaking of the body of Christ; and 
likewise the cup of blessing is a partaking of the hlood 
of Christ. The supper is also a sign of the love and unity 
that Christiems have among themselves. 

Christ, according to His promise, is really present in 
the sacrament. But His body is given, taken, and eaten 
only after a heavenly and spiritual manner. No change 
is effected in the element; the bread and wine are not 
hterally the body and blood of Christ. Nor is the body 
and blood of Christ literally present with the elements. 
The elements are never to be considered objects of wor
ship. The body of Christ is received and eaten in faith. 

LAST THINGS 
XVm. The Kingdom of God 

H 126. We believe that the kingdom of God is a 
prominent Bible theme providing the Christian with 
both his task and hope. Jesus announced its presence. 
The kingdom is realized now as God's reign is esteb-
lished in the hearts and Uves of beUevers. 

The church, by its prayers, example, and proclama
tion of the gospel, is the appointed and appropriate in
strument of God in building His kingdom. 

But the kingdom is also future and is related to the 
return of Christ when judgment wiU fall upon the pres
ent order. The enemies of Christ will be subdued; the 
reign of God will be esteblished; a total cosmic renewal 
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which is both material and moral shall occur; and the 
hope of the redeemed will be fiilly realized. 

XIX. The Return of Christ 
f 127. We beheve the return of Christ is certain and 

may occur at any moment. It is not given us to know the 
hour. At His retiu-n He will fulfill all prophecies con
cerning His final triumph over all evil. The believer's 
resjwnse is joyous expectation, watehfulness, readiness, 
and diligence. 

XX. Resurrection 
1128. We believe in the bodily resurrection from 

the dead of both the just and the uryust, they that have 
done good unto the resiurection of life; they that have 
done evil unto the resurrection of damnation. The resur
rected body wiU be a spiritual body, but the person will 
be whole and identifiable. The resurrection of Christ is 
the guarsmtee of resurrection unto life to those who are 
in Him. " 

XXI. Judgment 
II129. We believe God has appointed a day in which 

He will judge the world in righteousness in accordance 
with the gospel and men's deeds in this life. 

XXII. Final Destiny 
H 130. We believe the eternal destiny of man is de

termined by God's grace and man's response, not by ar
bitrary decrees of God. For those who trust Him and 
obediently follow Jesus as Savior and Lord, there is a 
heaven of eternal glory £uid the blessedness of Christ's 
presence. But for the finally impenitent there is a hell of 
eternal suffering and of separation fix)m God. 
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1131. The doctrines of the Free Methodist Church 
are based upon the Holy Scriptures and are derived fix)m 
their total biblical context. The references below are ap
propriate passages related to the given articles. They 
are listed in their biblical sequence and are not intended 
to be exhaustive. 

GOD 
I. Holy Trinity 

Genesis 1:1-2; Exodus 3:13-15; Deuteronomy 
6:4; Matthew 28:19; John 1:1-3; 5:19-23; 8:58; 
14:9-11; 15:26; 16:13-15; 2 Corinthians 13:14. 

n . Father 
Genesis 1:26-27; Psalm 103:13-14; Isaiah 
40:28-29; 64:8; Matthew 6:8; 18:14; Luke 
15:11-32; John 4:23; 1 John 1:3. 

n i . Son - His Incarnation 
Matthew 1:21; 20:28; 26:27-28; Luke 1:35; 
19:10; John 1:1, 10, 14; 2 Corinthians 5:18-19; 
Philippians 2:5-8; Hebrews 2:17; 9:14-15. 
Son - His Resurrection and Exaltation 
Matthew 25:31-32; Luke 24:1-7; 24:39; John 
20:19; Acts 1:9-11; 2:24; Romans 8:33-34; 
2 Corinthians 5:10; Philippians 2:9-11; Hebrews 
1:1-4. 

IV. Holy Spirit - His Person 
Matthew 28:19; John 4:24; 14:16-17, 26; 15:26; 
16:13-15 
Holy Spirit - His Work in Salvation 
John 16:7-8; Acts 15:8-9; Romans 8:9, 14-16; 
1 Corinthians 3:16; 2 Corinthians 3:17-18; Ga
latians 4:6. 
Holy Spirit - His Relation to the Church 
Acts 5:3-4; Romans 8:14; 1 Corinthians 12:4-7; 
2 Peter 1:21. 
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THE SCRIPTURES 
V. Sufficiency 

Deuteronomy 4:2; 28:9; Psalm 19:7-11; John 
14:26; 17:17; Romans 15:4; 2 Timothy 3:14-17; 
Hebrews 4:12; James 1:21. 

VI. Authority of the Old Testament 
Matthew 5:17-18; Luke 10:25-28; John 5:39, 
46-47; Acts 10:43; Galatians 5:3-4; 1 Peter 
1:10-12. 

v n . New Testament 
Matthew 24:35; Mark 8:38; John 14:24; 
Hebrews 2:1-4; 2 Peter 1:16-21; 1 John 2:2-6; 
Revelation 21:5; 22:19. 

MAN 

Vni. Man: A Free Moral Person 
Genesis 1:27; Psalm 51:5; 130:3; Romans 
5:17-19; Ephesians 2:8-10. 

K . Law of Life and Love 
Matthew 22:35-40; John 15:17; Galatians 3:28; 
1 John 4:19-21. 

X. Good Works 
Matthew 5:16; 7:16-20; Romans 3:27-28; Ephe
sians 2:10; 2 Timothy 1:8-9; Titus 3:5. 

SALVATION 

XI. Christ's Sacrifice 
Luke 24:46-48; John 3:16; Acts 4:12; Romans 
5:8-11; Galatians 2:16; 3:2-3; Ephesians 1:7-8; 
2:13; Hebrews 9:11-14, 25-26; 10:8-14. 

Xn. The New Life in Christ 
John 1:12-13; 3:3-8; Acts 13:38-39; Romans 
8:15-17; Ephesians 2:8-9; Colossians 3:9-10. 
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Justification 
Psalm 32:1-2; Acts 10:43; Romans 3:21-26, 28; 
4:2-5; 5:8-9; 1 Corinthians 6:11; Philippians 3:9. 
Regeneration 
Ezekiel 36:26-27; John 5:24; Romans 6:4; 
2 Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians 4:22-24; Colos
sians 3:9-10; Titus 3:4-5; 1 Peter 1:23. 
Adoption 
Romans 8:15-17; Galatians 4:4-7; Ephesians 
1:5-6; 1 John 3:1-3. 

Xni. Entire Sanctification 
Leviticus 20:7-8; John 14:16-17; 17:19; Acts 1:8; 
2:4; 15:8-9; Romans 5:3-5; 8:12-17; 12:1-2 
1 Corinthians 6:11; 12:4-11; Galatians 5:22-25: 
Ephesians 4:22-24; 1 Thessalonians 4:7; 5:23-24: 
2 Thessalonians 2:13; Hebrews 10:14. 

XIV. Restoration 
Matthew 12:31-32; 18:21-22; Romans 6:1-2; Ga
latians 6:1; 1 John 1:9; 2:1-2; 5:16-17; Revela
tion 2:5; 3:19-20. 

THE CHURCH 
XV. The Church 

Matthew 16:15-18; 18:17; Acts 2:41-47; 9:31 
12:5; 14:23-26; 15:22; 20:28; 1 Corinthians 1:2 
11:23; 12:28; 16:1; Ephesians 1:22-23; 2:19-22 
3:9-10; 5:22-23; Colossians 1:18; 1 Timothy 
3:14-15. 

XVI. The Language of Worship 
Nehemiah 8:5, 6, 8; Matthew 6:7; 1 Corinthians 
14:6-9; 1 Corinthians 14:23-25. 

XVn. The Holy Sacraments 
Matthew 26:26-29; 28:19; Acts 22:16; Romans 
4:11; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; 11:23-26; Gala
tians 3:27. 
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Baptism 
Acts 2:38, 41; 8:12-17; 9:18; 16:33; 18:8; 19:5; 
John 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13; Galatians 
3:27-29; Colossians 2:11-12; Titus 3:5. 
The Lord's Supper 
Mark 14:22-24; John 6:53-58; Acts 2:46; 
1 Corinthians 5:7-8; 10:16; 11:20, 23-29. 

LAST THINGS 
XVm. The Kingdom of God 

Matthew 6:10, 19-20; 24:14; Acts 1:8; Romans 
8:19-23; 1 Corinthians 15:20-25; Philippians 
2:9-10; 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17; 2 Thessalo
nians 1:5-12; 2 Peter 3:3-10; Revelation 14:6; 
21:3-8; 22:1-5, 17. 

XIX. The Return of Christ 
Matthew 24:1-51; 26:64; Mark 13:26-27; Luke 
17:26-37; John 14:1-3; Acts 1:9-11; 1 Thessalo
nians 4:13-18; Titus 2:11-14; Hebrews 9:27-28; 
Revelation 1:7; 19:11-16; 22:6-7, 12, 20. 

XX. Resurrection 
John 5:28-29; 1 Corinthians 15:20, 51-57; 
2 Corinthians 4:13-14. 

XXI. Judgment 
Matthew 25:31^46; Luke 11:31-32; Acts 10:42; 
17:31; Romans 2:15-16; 14:10-11; 2 Corinthians 
5:6-10; Hebrews 9:27-28; 10:26-31; 2 Peter 3:7. 

XXn. Destiny 
Mark 9:42-48; John 14:3; Hebrews 2:1-3; Reve
lation 20:11-15; 21:22-27. 
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B. MEMBERSHIP AND COVENANT 

1. REQUIREMENTS, RIGHTS, AND TENURE 
1150. The privileges and requirements of full 

membership in the church are constitutional, and 
changes therein may be made only by amendment ac
cording to Paragraphs 225-228. Nothing shall be in
cluded in the membership ritual that is contrary to the 
following definitions of conditions and privileges of 
membership. 

f 151. The requirements of fvdl membership are: 
1. Christian baptism, confession of a personal expe

rience in regeneration, and a pledge to seek diligently 
until sanctified wholly if that experience has not been 
attained. 

2. Acceptance of the Articles of Religion, guidance 
for Christian living [the Covenant], and the authority of 
the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE in matters of church govern
ment.* 

3. A covenant to support the church, to live in fel
lowship with the members thereof, and to seek God's 
glory in all things. 

4. Approval of membership by the official bofud and 
the candidate's public declaration of membership vows. 

1152. The rights of full membership are: 
1. Participation in the sacraments and ordinances of 

the church. 
2. To vote and hold office upon reaching the age des

ignated by the General Conference. 
3. Trial and appeal if charged with failure to main

tain the conditions of membership, with the specific pro
vision that joining another religious denomination or 
sect shall of itself sever membership in the church with
out triad. 

* When not in conflict with local laws in matters of church government. 
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H 153. Church membership may be terminated only 
by: 

1. Voluntary withdrawal (including permission to 
withdraw under complaint). 

2. Joining another reUgious denomination or sect or 
a secret order. 

3. Expulsion after proper summary proceeding, or 
trial and conviction. 

4. Persistent neglect of chvu-ch relationship by a 
member residing at a distance from pastoral iand chvirch 
supervision, which in effect is volimtary withdrawal. 

2. COVENANT 
(NOTE: Scrwtuie references and teaching aids are to be found 

in Chapter HI, B, "Christian Conduct.") 

Privilege and Responsibility 
f 154. Membership in the church is a high privilege 

and responsibility. We believe the covenant required of 
members is consistent with the teaching of the written 
Word of God. Faithfiilness to the covenant is evidence of 
the individual member's desire to sustain a saving re
lationship with Jesus Christ as Lord, to bring glory to 
God, to advance the cause of God on earth, to preserve 
the unity of the body of Christ, and to cherish the fel
lowship of the Free Methodist Church. 

f 165. When a member does not keep his covenant 
and habitually violates his vows, it is the responsibility 
of minister and members to point to the failure and to 
seek in love to restore the member. If, after these steps 
have been taken, the member does not keep his com
mitments, he must be dealt with in accord with the due 
processes of the church. 
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H 156. A member of the Free Methodist Church, 
trusting in the enablement of the Holy Spirit and seek
ing the support of the other members of the church, 
makes the following confession and commitments as a 
covenant with the Lord and the chvu-ch. 

The Confession and Commitment 
I confess Jesus Christ as my personal Savior and 

Lord and will continue to walk with Him by faith. I 
commit myself to know God in His full sanctifying 
grace. 

As Regards God 
H 157. 1. I will reverence the name of God. 
2. I will observe the Lord's Day in worship, Chris

tian fellowship and service, renewal of mind and spirit, 
avoiding all unnecessary commerce, labors, travel, and 
pleasures which detract from the moral and spiritual 
purposes of the day. 

3. I will not engage in any form of false worship 
such as spiritism, witchcraft, and astrology. 

4. I win abstain fixim membership in secret societies 
and oath-boimd lodges, and, recognizing that the reli
gious nature of such organizations tends to divide the 
Christian's loyalty and confiise his Christian faith, I will 
keep myself free to follow the will of God in all things. 

5. I will seek to grow in the knowledge and love of 
God by consistent use of the means of grace such as pub-
he worship of God, the ministry of the Word, the Supper 
of the Lord, family and private prayer, searching the 
Scriptiu^s, and fasting and abstinence. 

As Regards Myself and All Men 
It 158. 1. I will show goodness and mercy to all 

men, and especially to the household of faith, both to 
their physical and spiritual needs as I have ability. 
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2. I will respect the rights of all persons as created 
in the image of God, regardless of differences of sex, 
race, or color. 

3. I will be just in all transactions, faithful in com
mitments and contract obligations with full intention to 
keep them. 

4. I will abstain from the manufacture, sale, and use 
of alcoholic beverages and harmful drugs and from the 
cultivation, manufacture, sale, and use of tobacco. 

5. I will abstain from all forms of gambling. 
6. I will observe the scriptural stemdards of simplic

ity, humility, modesty, propriety, purity, and good stew
ardship in eversrthing I buy, use, or wear, and thereby 
reflect the beauty of the gospel. 

As Regards the Institutions of God 
1159. 1. I will respect duly constituted authority in 

the home, church, and state except when it is in viola
tion of the clear teachings of the Scripture. 

2. I will observe the teachings of the Scripture re
garding the sanctity of the home and marriage and the 
nurture of children in the Christian faith. 

3. I will be guided by the teaching of Scripture re-
g£miing separation, divorce, and remarriage as under
stood by the church, especially recognizing monogamy as 
God's plan for marriage. 

As Regards the Church 
II160. 1. I have received Christian baptism. 
2. I accept the Articles of Rehgion and the authority 

of the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE in matters of church govern
ment. 

3. I will work for the advancement of God's kingdom 
and the mutual growth of fellow believers toweud fidl 
steture in Christ in holiness and love. 

4. I will seek to preserve the unity and the witness 
of the church by nurturing and expressing Christlike 
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love as described in 1 Corinthians, chapter thirteen. 
5. I will cooperate in developing the Christian fel

lowship by willingness to receive and give counsel with 
tenderness and meekness; to pray for others; to aid oth
ers in sickness and distress; to cultivate Christian sym
pathy; and to show understanding, courtesy, and purity 
in all conversation. 

6. I will exercise responsible Christian stewardship 
by the careful and disciplined use of time, talents, and 
material resources, being sensitive to the needs of the 
church and my fellowmen. I will accept the biblical 
principle of tithes and offerings as the guide of my ma
terial stewardship and the support of the church. I will 
choose those activities which contribute to the spiritual, 
moral, intellectual, and physical well-being of myself 
tmd those who share in them. 
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CHAPTER n 

THE CONSTITUTION: ORGANIZATION 

A. G E N E R A L ORGANIZATION 

II200. Each annual conference in the Free Method
ist Church of North America shall be a member of the 
General Conference of the same. 

1201. The General Conference may create a new 
general conference out of a portion of its area when in 
its judgment the proposed area has approximated a level 
of development defined for a general conference in Ptua-
graph 250. 

H 202. The General Conference shall be represented 
in a Constitutional Coimcil composed of representetives 
from all general conferences of Free Methodism, the rep
resentation to be proportionate to membership on the 
basis stipulated in Paragraph 253, Section 2. 

1. The General Conference shall submit to the Con
stitutional Council a copy of all legislation, orders, and 
policies of the General Conference, and if question 
should arise concerning the agreement of any action 
with the "Basic Principles of Free Methodism," shall 
proceed according to Paragraph 253, Section 5a. 

2. The General Conference shall refer all matters 
requiring referendum voting by other general confer
ences to the supervision of the Constitutional Council. 

3. The General Conference, in cooperation with all 
general conferences, may assign other functions than 
the foregoing to the Constitutional Coimcil, but in no 
case shall the Constitutional Council act as a legislative 
or governing body. 
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4. A general conference or its interim administrative 
board may refer to the Constitutional Council, as a rep
resentative coordinating agency, any problem that may 
arise with another genered conference involving boimd-
aries, recognition of credentials, and other matters of 
comity. If no solution satisfactory to both general con
ferences shoidd be reached, the recommendation of the 
Constitutional Council shall prevail. If within six 
months either conference shall register an appeal, the 
Constitutional Coimcil shall arrange a referendum vote 
to decide the issue. 

f 203. The chief administrative officer or officers of 
the General Conference shall affiliate with such officers 
of all general conferences in a Council of Bishops for the 
purpose of fellowship, mutual understanding, and exten
sion of Free Methodism and the worldwide promotion of 
its ideals. 

1204. The Greneral Conference shall recognize the 
World Fellowship of Free Methodist Churches as a 
means of promoting evangelistic outreach through fel
lowship, understanding, and cooperative planning 
among all areas of Free Methodism, according to the 
constitution and bylaws of said organization. 

B . R E S T R I C T I V E R U L E S AND M E T H O D S 
O F A M E N D M E N T O F T H E 

P R I N C I P L E S O F F R E E METHODISM 

1225. Paragraphs 100 to 227 inclusive may be al
tered, changed, or revoked only by concurrent approval 
of two-thirds of the aggregate votes cast thereon in all 
general conferences of Free Methodism and two-thirds of 
the aggregate votes cast thereon in the annual confer
ences thereof; but Paragraph 228 may not be amended 
or changed in any way. To ascertain basis for voting see 
Paragraph 251, Section 3. 
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H 226. Upon a two-thirds vote of a general confer
ence, proposals for amendment of Paragraphs 250-253, 
whether originating in an aimual conference or in a 
general conference, shall be referred to the Constitu
tional Council which shall then supervise the referen
dum voting on the proposed amendment or amendments 
in all the general conferences and their constituent an
nual conferences. 

11227. The Free Methodist Church of North 
America may not enact, either by vote of the general 
conference or by concurrent vote of the general and an
nual conferences, any order, policy, or legislation that 
confhcts with, changes, subtracts fiwm, or adds to: 

1. The Articles of ReUgion, the covenant, any condi
tion or standard of membership, any standard or rule of 
doctrine, as set forth in Paragraphs 100 to 160, or 

2. Any part or rule of government so as to do away 
with substantially equal lay representation, or an itin-
eremt (conference appointed) ministry, or the general 
superintendency, or the free seat system in our 
churches; but 

Any such change as designated in 1 and 2 preceding 
may be made only by the procedures set forth in Para
graph 225 above. 

% 228. Neither the General Conference of the Free 
Methodist Church of North America nor any or all of 
the general conferences of Free Methodism by any pro
cedure or method whatever (including deletion or 
amendment of this paragraph, number 228), shall have 
the power to deprive preachers or lay members of the 
right of trial by an impartial committee, or the right of 
appeal. 
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C. I N T E R R E L A T I O N O F 
G E N E R A L C O N F E R E N C E S 

H 250. New General Conferences. 
1. The Free Methodist Church recognizes the need to 

preserve unity in faith and fellowship, yet allow for the 
distinctives of nation, language, and culture. Therefore 
it provides for a regional or national body to develop 
into a general conference. 

2. A new general conference may be authorized by 
the sponsoring general conference when the body seek
ing such status has adopted the provisions of this con
stitution which are for all general conferences as defined 
in Paragraph 251, Section 1, as a part of its constitution 
and BOOK OF DISCIPLINE, and has been recommended by 
the general administrative board of the sponsoring gen
eral conference on the grounds that the following desir
able standards are satisfied: 

a. An effective church organization on the local, 
conference, and/or general levels. 

b. Effective programs for the nurture and train
ing of members, new converts, children, young 
people, and lay workers. 

c. An effective program for ministerial training. 
d. Evidence of responsible stewardship of life and 

possessions including the proper management 
of funds and the provision for the support of its 
own pastors, workers, and officers. 

e. A definite program of evangeUsm, church ex
tension, and missionary outreach on an in
digenous basis. 

f. The existence of a property-holding body, or 
more than one such body if required by local 
laws. 

g. A BOOK OF DISCIPLINE as approved by the gen
eral administrative board of the sponsoring 
general conference. 
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H 251. Constitution for the General Conferences. 
1. Definition. The Preamble, Articles of Religion, 

Membership and Covenant, General Organization, Re
strictive Rules and Methods of Amendment of the Prin
ciples of Free Methodism, and Interrelation of General 
Conferences (Pars. 100-253), shall be binding upon all 
general conferences and shall be part of each constitu
tion and BOOK OF DISCIPLINE. These provisions may be 
translated into various languages and dialects, including 
coUoquied and idiomatic English, provided the meaning 
is not changed. 

2. Church name. Wherever the use of the name 
"Free Methodist Church" is impossible or impractical, a 
general conference, or in the interim of its sessions, its 
general administrative board, may authorize an adapta
tion of the church's name, subject to the approval of the 
Constitutional Council. 

3. Amendments. The provisions of this constitution 
for all genertd conferences as defined in Paragraph 251, 
Section 1, may be added to or amended only by the con
current approval of all the general conferences by a 
two-thirds aggregate vote of those present and voting 
and of all the annual conferences thereof by a two-thirds 
aggregate vote of those present and voting. An amend
ment may be initiated by any general conference or by 
any of the annual conferences. When such an addition or 
amendment has been adopted as herein provided, the 
Constitutional Council shall declare the result, and it 
shall be in effect. 

4. Emergency provision. Whenever any general con
ference is unable to meet and conduct its business be
cause of an emergency or other unforeseen conditions, or 
if for any reason any general conference fails to vote on 
a proposed amendment, the Constitutional Council shall 
be authorized and empowered to declare the results of 
the voting, which shall be in effect for all general con
ferences. 
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f 252. Jurisdictional Conferences. 
1. One or more annual conferences may petition the 

general conference to which they belong for status as a 
jurisdictional conference when the following prerequi
sites are fulfilled: 

a. Evidence of maturity in spiritual leadership. 
b. A membership growth pattern spanning sev

eral years. 
c. Evidence of being an evangelistic, sending 

church. 
d. Demonstrated loyalty to the doctrines and 

practices of the Free Methodist Church as set 
forth in its constitution. 

e. Evidence of ability to understand and articu
late biblically and theologically the essentials 
of the Wesleyan-Arminian persuasion. 

f Development of its ovm BOOK OF DISCIPLINE, 
including a jurisdictional conference constitu
tion according to guidehnes set forth by the 

• general conference to which it belongs. 
g. Adequate financial strength and stebiUty. 
h. Where agreements have been made concerning 

the deployment of missionaries and manage
ment of mission properties, approval by the 
Department of World Missions or its equiva
lent. 

2. When the above prerequisites are met, the peti
tion shall be presented to the Board of Administration 
which shall have the power to authorize the formation of 
a jurisdictional conference. 

H 253. Constitutional Council. 
1. The Constitutional Council shall be esteblished by 

the several general conferences to maintfdn fidelity to 
the provisions of this constitution which are for all gen
eral conferences as defined in Ptu"agraph 251, Section 1, 
to decide matters of comity, and to supervise referen-
dums involving more than one general conference. 
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2. The Constitutional Council shall be composed of 
the bishop(s), or comparable officers, together with an 
equal number of representatives from each general con
ference with the provision that no general conference 
shall be entitled to representation by more than one 
bishop and one other representative for each 15,000 
members or major fiiaction thereof The representetives 
shall be elected by the general conference or its interim 
administrative body, with due regard for the principle of 
lay representetion. 

3. The officers of the Constitutional Council shall be 
the chairman, vice-chairman, secretary, and treasurer 
(the offices of secretary and treasurer may be combined). 
They shall be elected by the Constitutional Council from 
among ite members, and shall serve for four years or 
until their successors are elected. 

4. Each general conference secretary shall provide 
copies of the legislation, orders, and policies enacted by 
the general conference to the chairman of the Constitu
tional Council or other officer as designated by that 
board. 

5. The Constitutional Council does not have admin
istrative authority or governing power over the general 
conferences. Its duties shall be: 

a. To review the legislation, orders, and policies 
of all the general conferences to determine 
whether any act appears to be in conflict with 
the provisions of this constitution which are for 
all general conferences as defined in Para
graph 251, Section 1. When the Constitutional 
Council rules that an act is in conflict with 
such provisions, the implementetion of said act 
shall automatically be suspended. Upon re
quest by a two-thirds vote of the interim ad
ministrative board of the general conference 
whose action is called in question, further ac
tion in the case shall await the opportunity of 
said general conference at its next session to 
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reconsider the act. If the act should be re
scinded, the process shall immediately termi
nate. If no such request is made within one 
year or if it should be made and a general con
ference not rescind the act in question, the act 
and the findings thereon of the Constitutional 
Council shall be submitted to all general con
ferences for vote. If the findings of the Con
stitutional Council should be approved by a 
majority of the aggregate votes cast thereon in 
all of the general conferences, the act in ques
tion shall thereby be annulled. Otherwise, the 
act shall be sustained and the suspension of 
the act shall terminate. 

If the general conference whose action has 
been called into question should refuse to abide 
by the referendum, the Constitutional Council 
shall be empowered to provide, at its discre
tion, for the reorganization of the loyal ele
ments of the Free Methodist Church within the 
area of that general conference, and to declare 
all other ministers and members to be with
drawn from the Free Methodist Church. 

b. To decide tmy matter that may arise between 
general conferences involving boundaries, rec
ognition of credentials, and other matter of 
comity. If no solution satisfactory to the in
volved conferences should be reached, the rec
ommendation of the Constitutional Council 
shall prevail. If within six months either con
ference shall appeal, the Constitutional Coun
cil shall arrange a referendum vote to decide 
the issue. 

c. To supervise the voting of the general confer
ences and their respective districts on all mat
ters to be voted on by more than one general 
conference, including additions or amendmente 
to the provisions of this constitution which are 
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for all general conferences, and when the vote 
has been completed to declare the results (Par. 
251, Sees. 3-4). 

6. The Constitutional Council shall meet at least 
once each five years, preferably at the time and place of 
the meeting of a general conference. Special meetings 
may be called by the officers when necessary. 

D. A R T I C L E S O F ORGANIZATION 
AND GOVERNMENT O F T H E 
F R E E METHODIST C H U R C H 

O F N O R T H AMERICA* 

I . PASTORAL CHARGES, DISTRICT AND 
ANNUAL CONFERENCES 

a. Pastoral charges 
f 275. The lay membership of the church shall be 

divided into local societies, one pr more of which shall 
constitute a pastored charge. 

6. Districts and District Conferences 
f 276. The pastoral charges embraced within each 

annual conference may be grouped into districte, and if 
so, a district conference shall be organized in each dis
trict, composed of such official members of the several 
pastoral cheuges and invested with such powers as the 
General Conference shall direct. 

c. Annual Conferences 
I 277. The General Conference shall organize the 

work at large into annual conferences, of which the 
ministers (not being members of any local societies) 
shall be permanent members; and to which, at each ses
sion, one lay delegate shall be admitted from each pas-

* This may serve as a suggestion for the organization and government 
of other general conferences. 
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toral charge, and in case there be more than one minis
ter in full membership appointed to a pastoral charge, 
such pastoral charge shall be entitled to one additionsd 
lay delegate for every such additional minister and, 
where a charge has more than one hundred (100) full 
members, sixteen years and over, an additional lay 
delegate may be elected; and for each additiontd two 
hundred (200) full members, sixteen years of age and 
over, an additional lay delegate may be elected. The 
election of a delegate and any reserve delegate shall be 
by separate ballot and shall each require a mtgority vote 
of those present and voting. 

2. THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 
a. Of Whom Composed 

H 280. The (jeneral Conference shall be composed of 
the bishops and ministerial and lay delegates, to be cho
sen as hereinafter provided. 

h. Ministerial Delegates 
H 281. 1. Each annual conference and extension 

conference shall be entitled to one ministerial delegate 
in the General Conference, and whenever an annual 
conference shall reach an aggregate of eight hundred 
full members, it shall be entitled to two ministerial 
delegates, and to an additional ministerial delegate for 
every subsequent six hundred fidl members, provided, 
however, that in no case shall a minister be counted 
more than once in the election of delegates. 

2. The ministerial delegates shall be elected by the 
ministers of the annual conference by ballot. They shall 
be elders, and at the time of their election, as also at the 
time of the General Conference, shall be members of the 
annual conference which elected them. When a ministe
rial delegate leaves the conference from which he is 
elected prior to the time of the Genered Conference, by 

42 



ORGANIZATION Par. 283 

accepting an appointment to serve another conference, 
he shall be automatically disqualified as a delegate. 

3. Ministerial delegates and reserve ministerial 
delegates shall be elected by separate ballot and each 
shall require a m^ority vote of those present and vot
ing. In emergencies where neither elected nor reserve 
delegates can serve in this capacity, the board of admin
istration (or ite equivalent) of that annual conference 
shall have the authority to elect by m^ority vote the 
additional reserve delegates to serve. 

c. Lay Delegates 
f 282. 1. Each annual conference and extension 

conference shall be entitled to the same number of lay 
as ministerial delegates in the General Conference. 

2. Lay delegates to the General (Conference shall be 
elected by ballot of the lay delegates of the annual con
ference they are to represent. They must at the time of 
election and at the time of the (Jeneral Conference be 
members of the church in full relation within the 
bounds of the conference which electa them. 

3. Lay delegates and reserve lay delegates shall be 
elected by separate ballot and each shall require a 
majority vote of those present and voting. In emergen
cies where neither elected nor reserve delegates can 
serve in this capacity, the board of administration (or its 
equivalent) of that annual conference shall have author
ity to elect by majority vote the additional reserve dele
gates to serve. 

d. Credentials 
II283. The secretary of each annual conference shall 

furnish certificates of election to the delegates severally, 
signed by the president and the secretary, as the creden
tials upon which they are to be admitted to the General 
Clonference. 
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e. Sessions 
11284. 1. The General Conference shall meet at 

such times and places as the General Conference itself 
may from time to time determine. The Board of Admin
istration shall have the power in emergency to change 
the time and place for the meeting of the General Con
ference. 

2. The bishop or bishops, or if there be none, the sec
retary of the General Conference, shall, whenever two-
thirds of the annual conferences shall demand it, call an 
extra session of the General Conference, fixing the date 
thereof and the time of assembling later than the next 
ensuing session of each of the annual conferences. 

f. Presiding Officers 
H 286. The General Conference shall elect by ballot 

one or more traveling elders to the office of bishop; and 
the bishops shall preside at the sittings of the General 
(Conference in such order as they may determine; if no 
bishop be present, the General Conference shall elect by 
ballot £m elder as president pro tem. The term of office 
of bishops shall begin at the close of the Gieneral Con
ference session at which they are elected. 

g. Other Officers 
H 286. The (Jeneral Conference shall have general 

organizational, promotional, and supervisory powers 
over the activities of the church and shall be the only 
lawmaking body of the same. It shall have power to de
termine the number of ite officers, their qualifications 
for office, emd the manner of their selection. 

h. Board of Administration 
1287. The General Conference is empowered to set 

up a board of administration, to determine its powers. 
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and to prescribe the qualifications of ite members and 
manner of their selection. 

i. Quorum 
H 288. At all times when (Jeneral Conference is in 

session, it shall require two-thirds of all the delegates 
elected by the annual conferences to form a quorum to 
do business; but a smaller number may adjourn from 
time to time until a quorum is obtained. 

j . Voting 
II 289. The members of the General Conference 

shall deliberate and vote as one body; nevertheless, upon 
the call of one-fourth of the members present and vot
ing, the house shall divide; and it shall require a mtgor-
ity of the ministerial and of the lay delegates to pass 
any vote or transact any business. 
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THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 

A. CHRISTIAN E X P E R I E N C E 

PREAMBLE 
H 300. The Christian life can be consciously expe

rienced because it is a relationship between persons — 
the personal God and humans made in His likeness. 
Every person is confronted by this personal (Jod, and the 
outeome of this confrontation is primarily affected by 
how the pierson responds. 

In love (Jod has fully provided for the salvation of all 
mankind. But only those who respond in repentance and 
faith can experience His grace as a redemptive reality. 

(Jod deals with all men as free and responsible per
sons. Therefore, He not only makes His grace available 
on condition of man's free response, but He also reve£ds 
himself and makes known His life to all who put their 
trust in Him. The redemptive relationship with Jesus 
Christ is experienced as an awareness of His love and 
fellowship. 

Those who are justified by faith experience the peace 
of (Jod. When His Holy Spirit comes to the heart, there 
is joy. The Holy Spirit's indwelling presence is the as
surance of our relationship to (Jod as His dear children. 

1. AWAKENING TO GOD 
f 301. The Scriptures teach that man is corrupt in 

every aspect of his nature and has gone far from origi
nal righteousness. Added to the depravity common to 
man because of the Fall there are the enslaving effecte 
of committed sins. Man is unable in himself to come to 
(Jod, but (Jod in His grace reaches out to every sinner. 
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God takes the initiative in making sinners aware of 
their needs, using His Word, the revelation in Jesus 
Christ, the gospel proclamation of the church, the wit
ness of individuals, and the cfrcumstances of life. By 
such means, the Holy Spirit awakens sinners to their 
needs and to the truth of the gospel (John 16:8, 13). 
Awakened, they must make a response, either rejecting 
the call of God or turning to God in repentance and 
faith. 

2. REPENTANCE AND RESTITUTION 
H 302. Awakened by the Holy Spirit to his lost con

dition before God, a person may move toward (Jod. Since 
"all have sinned and fall short of the glory of (Jod" (Ro
mans 3:23), all must repent in order to come into a right 
relationship with God. 

Repentance calls for a sincere and thorough change 
of mind. To repent is to turn from sin with genuine sor
row and to turn to (Jod in confession and submission. 
The whole person is involved: mind, feelings, will. Re
pentance is more than regret for wrongdoing or sorrow 
at being caught. It is personal sorrow that one has 
sinned against God. Reptentance demands a radical turn
ing from sin and a sincere turning to (Jod. The result is 
a saving relationship with Christ. 

Sincere repentaince leads to moral renewed, often evi
denced by restitution — the effort to right one's wrongs 
whenever possible. Acte of restitution, as in the case of 
Zaccheus, are certeinly fruite befitting repentance (Luke 
9:8; 3:8). Neither repentance nor restitution save, how
ever, without faith in Christ (Romans 5:1). 

3. TRUST 

H 303. Trust is confidence in and utter reliance 
upon (Jod (2 Corinthians 3:4-5; 1 Timothy 4:10). Tmst 
includes full acceptance of the promises of (Jod, complete 
dependence on Christ's sacrifice for salvation, and un-
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conditional commitment to the will of (Jod. (Jod's grace 
and blessings are open to those who turn to Him with 
firm reliance on His integrity, love, and ability. 

Christians experience (Jod's loving care and guidance 
as they trust and follow Him (Ephesians 3:12). When 
they think they are sufficient unto themselves they be
come finistrated by trying to do for themselves what (Jod 
wante to do for them. Self-sufficiency is inconsistent 
with perfect trust (1 Timothy 6:17). 

4. ASSURANCE 

f 304. God gives assurance of salvation and peace of 
heart to all who repent and put their faith in lEm (Ro
mans 5:1). The Holy Spirit witnesses to their own spirite 
that they are forgiven of their sins and adopted into the 
family of God (Romans 8:16). 

The Christian has peace with (Jod through Jesus 
Christ because his guilt is taken away and his fear of 
judgment is removed (Hebrews 6:11; 10:22). (Jod con
tinues to give assurance to believers through the Scrip
tures, the conscious presence of the Holy Spirit, and love 
for and fellowship with other Christians (1 John 3:14). 

5. CONSECRATION 

f 305. God calls His people to set themselves apart to 
His will and purpose (Romans 6:13; 12:1). Anything thus 
set apart is said to be consecrated. 

All Christians are called to be holy and without blame 
before God in love (Ephesians 5:27). Christ demands that 
His disciples follow Him in mind and spirit (Romans 
7:24-25). If Christians are to witness effectively in the 
world, they must be distinguished by righteousness, peace, 
joy, faith, hope, and love (John 13:35; 14:15; Galatians 
5:22-24). (Jod wante a special kind of people for His work 
(Matthew 16:24; Romans 14:17; 8:6-9; John 17:17; Psalm 
100:2). When a Christian sincerely follows Christ and lis
tens to the Holy Spirit as He speaks in the Scriptures, he 
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should sense his need of cleansing from inward sin. He 
should desire earnestly to be filled with the love of (Jod and 
long for a relationship with Christ which will satisfy his 
deepest inward need aiid empower him to serve and obey 
his Lord (Ephesians 5:1-2; 1:4; 1 Corinthians 13:13; 14:1; 
Acte 1:8). 

The Christian, therefore, must consecrate himself to 
(Jod and surrender his will to the will of the Heavenly 
Father (Matthew 19:21). He who desires inward sanctifi
cation must deny himself, bear the cross, and follow 
Christ. Devotion to self is idolatry. A Christian who is 
divided in his loyalty cannot serve (Jod victoriously and 
steadfastly. Christ must be given the preeminence. He 
must be the Lord of the Christian's life. 

Therefore, to open himself to the sanctifying work of 
the Holy Spirit, the believer must give himself without 
reservation to (Jod. He must freely yield all he has to 
the purposes of God and devote every desire and ambi
tion to the service of Christ rather than to self (C!olos-
sians 3:8-13). No Christian can be delivered from the 
dominion of sin if he permite self to reign in his life. He 
cannot serve two masters (Matthew 6:24). 

6. ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION 
H 306. Christ gave himself even unto death for the 

cleansing of His church (Ephesians 2:25-27; Hebrews 
13:12). His disciples are called to be holy (1 Peter 
1:15-16; 2 Corinthians 7:1). Christ has provided in the 
atonement for the believer to be entirely sanctified 
(Hebrews 9:13-14; 10:8-10). Sanctification begins with 
regeneration and resulte in a deeper relationship when 
the believer is fldly clesmsed in heart (Psalm 51:5-13; 1 
John 1:5 — 2:1). This cleansing accompemies the fullness 
of the Holy Spuit (Ezekiel 36:25-27; Acte 15:8-9). 

Paul prayed: "May the (Jod of peace himself sanctify 
you wholly; and may your spirit and soul and body be 
kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord 
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Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful, and he will do 
it" (1 Thessalonians 5:23-24). 

God the Holy Spirit is the sanctifier (1 Thessalonians 
4:7-8; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 Peter 1:2). Coming into 
the life at conversion, He fills with His presence when 
the (Christian's consecration is complete, cleansing the 
heart and empowering for witness and service (John 3:5; 
Romans 8:9; Galatians 3:3; Acte 1:8). He sheds (Jod's 
love throughout the heart and life of the Christian (Ro
mans 5:5; 1 John 4:12-13). 

Accepting the promise of (Jod by faith, he will enter 
into a deepened relationship with Christ (2 Corinthians 
7:1; Galatians 2:20; Romans 8:14-17; Galatians 4:6-7). 
He will be enabled to love (Jod with all his heart, soul, 
strength, and mind, and his neighbor as himself (Mat
thew 22:37-40; Galatians 5:25 — 6:2). He will know an 
inner surrender to all the will of (Jod, and his life will 
be transformed from one of inward conflict to one of glad 
obedience (Romans 12:1-2; Galatians 5:16-25). 

Inward sanctification cleanses the Christian from sin 
and delivers from the idolatry of self (1 Peter 3:2-3; 1 
C!orinthians 3:16-17; 6:15-20). When he is cleansed he is 
made perfect, not in performance, but in love (Hebrews 
6:1; 12:14; Matthew 5:43-48; 1 John 4:12-13). 

7. GROWING IN CHRIST 
11307. The Christian has a new relationship with 

(Jod and a new hfe in Christ by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. The joy of this new life in Christ may for a time 
obscure the need for growing up in Christ, often referred 
to as Christian maturity. The new Christian must ulti
mately choose between growth and decline. 

The Bible is the Christian's growth manual. It must 
be taken seriously, read, and studied for meaning. (Jod 
will speak to the growing Christian through ite pages if 
he is listening. The value and meaning of life are found 
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in this book. Scripture is a means of cleansing and 
changing attitudes and acte. 

The growing Christian is increasingly sensitive to 
both good and evil, steadily learning to distinguish be
tween them. The Holy Spirit will guide him, in harmony 
with the Scriptures, and he must be alert to the Spirit's 
directives, immediately resisting temptation and re
sponding to (Jod's call to higher living. 

Maturity involves personal development which yields 
growing respect for one's self and for others. Respect for 
others necessitates self-respect. The Ten Coinmand-
mente, summarized into two by Jesus, teach the nature 
of respect in the growth of the moral person. The quality 
of a Christian relationship to others affecte the quahty 
of his own life. Growth in Christ requires readiness to 
mend relationships both with God and with others 
(James 5:16). 

Growth in Christ involves responsibility for the 
well-being of others, all of whom are loved by God and 
made in His image. Christians need to love and to be 
loved. They will express their love both by deeds of 
kindness and by personal words of witness that Christ is 
the embodiment of God's love and the Savior of the 
world. 

Maturity in Christ should develop adequacy for life 
and a concern for the transformation of the world ac
cording to God's will. Trusting in (Jod and sustained by 
the Holy Spirit, the Christian will replace attitudes of 
defeat and futility with those of courage and confidence. 

Prayer is an indispensable means of growth toward 
Christlikeness. In prayer the Christian talks and listens, 
confesses and adores, asks and thanks. It should be as 
conversation, avoiding artificial phrases and tones. Sin
cere prayer changes the supplicant and often his circum
stances (James 5:16). The Bible teaches that both indi
vidual and group praying are effective for those who are 
in Christ. Prayer takes us beyond ourselves amd empha
sizes our dependence on God. Both prayer and Bible 
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study should be regular, without becoming mere rituals 
(Psalm 119:11, 105). 

The growing Christian finds his proper environment 
in the fellowship of believers. He does not live indepen
dently from the body of Christ. Worship requires a 
proper attitude toward (Jod. It involves the believer's ac
tive participation. He must prepare his mind and spirit 
for communication with (Jod. The sincere follower of 
Christ reaches out to (Jod in praise, thanksgiving, dedi
cation, confession, faith, and service. As a part of the 
body of Christ he must involve himself in corporate 
church worship, as well as in the other ministries of the 
church. Support, insight, inspiration, and discipline are 
fruits of fellowship. Small group participation is a 
means of grace and growth. 

Growth comes with the acceptence of duty in the life 
of the church. The Holy Spirit provides every Christian 
with talente which can be developed for the common 
good. The use of these telents is a means of growth. (Jod 
ministers to him as he engages in activities pleasing to 
the Lord. 

8. THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT 
H 308. The Holy Spirit distributes, as He wUls, gifts 

of speech and service devoted to the common good and 
the building of the church. Gifts are to be exercised 
under the lordship of Christ. The behever is to seek as 
the evidence of the Holy Spirit's fullness, not the gifts 
themselves, but the giver. The greater gifts, however, 
are to be desired above the lesser. "Make love your aim, 
and earnestly desire the spiritual gifte, especially that 
you may prophes3^' (1 Corinthians 14:1). 

The Apostle Paul gives guidelines, helping the 
church to discern the authenticity of gifts of the Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit brings order out of chaos. This is true of 
His work in creation, as well as' in redemption. He is 
never the author of confiision but is the source of love, 
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power, and a sound mind. Therefore, in public worship 
everything is to be done decently and in order. Speaking 
or teaching to speak with unintelligible sounds is not 
consistent with such order. The language of worship is 
to be the language of the people. All communication in 
worship is to be experienced with understanding 
(1 Corinthians 14:6-12). 

Life in the Spirit is characterized by pure love. The 
gifte of the Spirit are to be accompanied by the fruit of 
the Spirit. Every gift of the Spirit is exercised with the 
love and compassion of Christ. Unkind critical attitudes 
and schism in the church are evidences of the flesh (Ga
latians 5:13-15). 

9. DIVINE HEALING 
1309. We believe that all healing, whether of body, 

mind, or spirit has ite ultimate source in (Jod who is 
"above all and through all and in alL" He may heal by 
the mediation of surgery, medication, change of envi
ronment, counseling, corrected attitudes, or through the 
restorative processes of nature itself. He may heal 
through one or more of the above in combination with 
prayer, or He may heal by direct intervention in re
sponse to prayer. The Scriptures report many cases of 
the latter kind of healing which centers in the life and 
ministry of the apostles and the church. Consistent with 
the Scriptures, therefore, we urge our pastors to make 
opportunity for the sick and afflicted to come before (Jod 
in the fellowship of the church, in strong faith that the 
(Jod and Father of Jesus Christ is both able and willing 
to heal. At the same time, we recognize that although 
(Jod's sovereign purposes are good smd He is working 
towfird a final redemption which assures wholeness to 
all behevers. He may not grant physical healing for all 
in this life. We believe that in such cases He can glorify 
himself through the resurrection to Ufe everlasting. 
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B. CHRISTIAN CONDUCT 

H 315. We expect all who are received into the full 
membership of the church to be good examples of Chris
tian conduct. Free Methodiste seek to live according to 
scriptural principles expressed in the membership cove
nant (Pars. 156-159), and applied to life in the following 
stetemente: 

AS R E G A R D S GOD 

I. FALSE WORSHIP 

H 320. Jesus Christ affirmed the Old Testament 
commandment, "Hear O Israel, the Lord our (Jod, the 
Lord is one. Love the Lord your (Jod with all your heart 
and with all your soul eind with all your mind and with 
all your strength" (Mark 12:29-30; Deuteronomy 6:4-5, 
NIV). This precludes the worship of any other person, 
spirit, or thing. 

Our people are to abstain from all practices which 
lead to idolatry. Occult practices, such as spiritism, 
witehcraft, and astrology must be avoided. Moreover, 
Christians must be on guard against the idolatries of 
the heart — the worship of things, pleasures, and self (1 
John 2:16). 

2. SECRET SOCIETIES 
1321. The Christian's supreme loyalty must be to 

Jesus Christ who is Lord (Romans 14:9; Acte 2:36). In 
all his associations the Christian must keep himself free 
to follow C!hrist and obey the will of (Jod (2 Corinthians 
6:14-18). Therefore, we require every member to avoid 
solemn bonds of fellowship with unbelievers which may 
confuse his identity and cloud his witness. 

2. Those voluntary associations which demand an 
oath, affirmation, promise of secrecy, or a secret 
password as conditions of membership are to be consid
ered secret societies. In contradiction to the teaching of 
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Christ and the New Testament, these societies require 
pledges and vows which bind the future actions of those 
who join (Matthew 5:34-37). The Christian, therefore, 
who swears his unreserved loyalty to any secret society 
is in direct conflict with his unconditional surrender to 
Jesus Christ as Lord. The Christian must keep himself 
free to follow the will of the Lord in all things. 

3. Most secret societies are religious in nature. 
Prayers are offered, hjonns are sung, and members en
gage in acte of worship before an altar. Chaplains are 
chosen to lead in worship and to conduct fimerals. But 
the worship of these societies is unitarian, not Christian; 
the religion is moralistic, not redemptive; and the ends 
are humanistic, not evangelical (Acte 4:12). We insist, 
therefore, that those who are members of our church re
frain from membership in all secret societies etnd that 
those who unite with the church resign from active 
membership in any lodge or secret order previously 
joined. 

4. We do not require those who become members of 
the church to cease all payments necessary to keep in 
force insurance benefits previously contracted through 
lodge membership. 

3. THE LORD'S DAY 
H 322. (Jod makes clear in Scripture by both ex

ample and command that one day in seven is to be de
voted to worship and rest (Genesis 2:2-3; Exodus 
20:8-11). Jesus declared, "The sabbath was made for 
man, not man for the sabbath" (Mark 2:27). We need a 
special day in which we turn from our work and con
cerns to worship God and to renew body, mind, and 
spirit. The New Testament reveals that the early church 
moved from observing the last day of the week — the 
Jewish sabbath — to worshiping God in Christ on the 
first day of the week — the Lord's day, the day of His 
resurrection. 
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In keeping the sabbath principle in a Lord's day set
ting, we urge our people to make corporate worship with 
the Christian community the essential activity of Sun
day (Hebrews 10:25). They refrain on that day from un
necessary labors and commerce, and recognize that sal
vation comes not from our own strivings but by grace as 
we rest in (Jod (Isaiah 58:13-14; Hebrews 4:9). We en
courage pastors and others who must be involved in 
necessary work on Sunday to observe the sabbath prin
ciple on another day. 

AS REGARDS MYSELF AND OTHERS 

4. HUMAN RIGHTS 
H 330. We believe in and are committed to the 

worth of all persons regeudless of differences of sex, race, 
color, or other distinctions (Acts 10:34-35). We are 
pledged to respect the inherent righte of, and to seek 
justice for, every person in any society or government 
where we may live £is citizens. 

Chir commitment is based on the creation of all per
sons in the image of (Jod (Genesis 1:26); the respect of 
all persons implicit in the commands of God through 
Moses and in the summary of the law given by Jesus 
(Deuteronomy 5:11-21; Matthew 22:36-40); the needs of 
all persons which Jesus placed above institutions and to 
which He ministered without discrimination; the re
demption of all persons by the act of (Jod as recorded in 
the Bible; the love of all persons as shown in the cross of 
Christ (John 15:12; 3:16; Romans 5:8). 

We are therefore pledged to active concern wherever 
and whenever human beings are demeaned, deper-
sonahzed, or subjected to demonic forces in the world,-
whether by persons or institutions (Galatians 3:28; 
Mark 2:27). We are committed to give meaning and sig
nificance to every person as (Jod grante us the capabil
ity. 

59 



Par. 331 CHRISTIAN CONDUCT 

As Christians we must grow in awareness, not only 
of the righte and needs of others but of our own prone-
ness to prejudice. 

5. ABORTION 

11331. Induced abortion is the intentional destruc
tion of human life by surgical or other means. 

The decision to terminate a pregnancy involves reli
gious and moral values, as well as medical and legal 
realities. Therefore, Christians may not determine their 
rights and privileges only by the extent of the permis
siveness of the law of the stete or the possibilities of safe 
medical procedures. 

Christian morality demands that we consider both 
the biblical commandment and the human situation in 
which the law must be applied. Human life, whether 
nascent, mature, or senile, is sacred to Christians be
cause of their faith that life existe in relation to God. 

The intentional destruction of human life is murder 
when any degree of malice or selfishness accompanies 
the decision and act. Therefore, induced abortion is mor
ally unjustifiable except when the act has been decided 
upon by responsible £tnd competent persons, including 
Christian and professional counsel, for the purpose of 
saving the life of a pregnemt woman. Abortion, when it 
serves the ends of population or birth control, personal 
preference or convenience, and social or economic secu
rity, must be considered as selfish and malicious. There
fore, the intentional abortion of neiscent life from con
ception on, except when extreme circumstances requires 
termination of a pregnancy to save the hfe of the preg
nant woman, must be judged to be a violation of (Jod's 
command, "You shall not commit murder." 

We recommend that Free Methodists offer compas
sionate alternatives and long-term care to women con
sidering abortion. 

We advise both physicians and parents that the 
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moral commandment and the law of love are trans
gressed when human life is destroyed for selfish or mali
cious ends. 

6. WAR AND PEACE 

11332. 1. We recognize the sovereign authority of 
government and the duty of every Christian to rever
ence the power, to obey the law, and to participate righ
teously in the administration of lawful order in the na
tion under whose protection he resides (Matthew 22:21; 
Romans 13:1-7). Members of our church should bear the 
responsibihties of good citizenship, and they have the 
right to act in the enforcement of law and the defense of 
the peace in accord with the conscience of each person. 

2. We beheve, however, that military aggression is 
indefensible as an instrument of national policy and 
strategy (Isaiah 2:3-4). The destruction of life and prop
erty, and the deceit and violence necessary to warfare 
are contrary to the spirit and mind of Jesus Christ 
(Isaiah 9:6-7; Matthew 5:44-45). It is, therefore, the duty 
of every Christian to promote peace and goodwill, to fos
ter the spirit of understanding and mutual trust among 
all people, and to work with patience for the renuncia
tion of war as a means to the settlement of international 
disputes (Romans 12:18; 14:19). 

3. It is our firm conviction that none of our people 
should be required to enter military training or to bear 
arms except in time of national peril and that the con
sciences of our individual members should be respected 
(Acte 4:19-20; 5:29). Therefore, we claim exemption from 
all military service for those who register officially with 
the church as conscientious objectors to war. 

7. CIVIL OATHS 
11333. Vain and rash swearing is forbidden by our 

Lord (Matthew 5:34; James 5:12). However, we hold that 
the Christian rehgion does not prohibit the taking of an 
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oath where it is required by a pubUc official. In every 
case, the Christian must speak in justice and in truth 
(Jeremiah 4:1-2; Ephesians 4:25). 

8. PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

f 334. The Free Methodist Church views the educa
tion of its youth as a parental responsibility 
(Deuteronomy 6:5-9; Ephesians 6:4). Part of that respon
sibility may be delegated to either public or Christian 
day schools. 

The church gives moral support to the public school 
system. However, we reserve the right of our children 
and youth to be exempted from participating in dancing, 
assignments, and other school-related activities which 
conflict with the moral and social values held by the de
nomination. When such conflicts arise, we ask that the 
students' academic standing not be in jeopardy, but 
when necessary other suitable assignments be substi
tuted. 

The church is concerned that concepte of first origins 
shall have completely fair consideration in our public 
schools. Instructional materials are available that per
mit a scientific treatment of the several concepte of ori
gin, including special creation. We, therefore, expect 
that the concept of special creation (that all basic Ufe 
forms and Ufe processes were- created by a supernatural 
Creator) will be presented in, or along with, all courses, 
textbooks, library materials, and teaching aids dealing 
in any way with the subject of first origins. 

9. DISCIPLINE OF THE BODY 
H 335. 1. The Scriptures instruct us to honor the 

body as the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 
6:19-20). One attribute of the Spirit's indwelling pres
ence is self-control (Galatians 5:23). 

2. Christians should be characterized by balance and 
moderation. Extreme patterns of conduct must be 
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avoided. They are also to keep themselves free from 
addictions or compulsions. For example: watching televi
sion, drinking coffee, and eating sweete are not evil in 
themselves, but when used to excess are injurious to 
one's health and witness. 

3. Christians are to be characterized by a disciplined 
style of life. They should not indulge selfishly in the 
pleasures of this world. To the contrary, they are to live 
simply in service to others, and practice stewardship of 
health, time, and other (Jod-given resources, 

4. The Free Methodist Church is committed to help 
every Christian attein such a disciplined life. Although 
unhealthy habite are not easily broken, believers need 
not live in such bondage. They find help through the 
work of the Holy Spirit, prayer, and the counsel and 
support of other Christians, 

10. MISUSE OF DRUGS 
H 335.1. 1. Christians find that life is fiill, abun

dant, and free in Jesus Christ (John 8:36; 10:10), There
fore, our people abstain from whatever damages, de
stroys, or distorts His life in them. Illicit drugs are 
prime offenders. Marijuana, cocaine, and heroin, widely 
used in our time, cause untold damage to people £Uid re
lationships. Such drugs restrict personal development, 
damage the body, and reinforce an unrealistic view of 
Ufe, 

2, Because Christ admonishes us to love (Jod with 
all our being and our neighbor as ourselves, our people 
abstain from the use of alcoholic beverages (Mark 
12:30-31), Alcohol, a legalized drug, is damaging to in
dividuals, families, and society. It is unpredictably 
addictive and ite destructive effecte cannot be fully mea
sured. Where it is used, it leaves a trail of broken mar
riages, family violence, crime, industrial loss, ill health, 
injury, and death. As concerned Christians, our people 
practice abstinence for the sake of health, family, and 
neighbors. Moreover, we see the adverse social conse-
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quences as so pervasive that we seek by absteining to 
make a united social witness to the fi:eedom Christ 
gives, 

3, Because Christians are to treat their bodies as 
sacred truste, our people refrain from the use of tobacco. 
It is a msgor cause of a variety of cancers and other dis
eases, as well as an expensive and offensive addiction. 
Free Methodists take seriously the words of Paul, the 
apostle, "Do you not know that your body is a temple of 
the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received 
from (Jod? You are not your own; you were bought at a 
price. Therefore honor (Jod with your body" (1 Corinthi
ans 6:19-20), 

4, Because drug dependency of any kind inhibits 
fiillness of Ufe in Christ, we caution our people against 
indiscriminate use of prescription and over-the-counter 
drugs. Though the therapeutic value of such substances 
may be great, their potency, proliferation, and easy ac
cessibility require that Christians be vigilant against 
their misuse, 

5, We counsel our congregations te be understanding 
and supportive towtud those who come to Christ with 
problems of addiction. We believe in Christ's power to 
deliver (Romans 6:13; Galatians 6:2), But we urge our 
people to recognize ftdly the addictive power of alcohol, 
tobacco, and other drugs, and to give whatever helps 
and support are needed while new Christians seek fidl 
deliverance, 

6, As a further evidence of an awakened conscience, 
our people refrain from the cultivation, manufacture, or 
sale of any of these harmful substfinces, 

11, STEWARDSHIP OF POSSESSIONS 
1 336. The Scriptures teach the privilege and re

sponsibility of private ownership. The Christian holds 
title to possessions under civil law, but he regards all he 
has as the property of (Jod entrusted to him as a stew
ard. Although he may accumulate goods he lays not up 
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for himself treasures on earth (Matthew 6:19-20; Luke 
12:16-21), but gives liberaUy for the needs of others and 
the ministry of the church (2 Corinthians 8:1-5; 9:6-13). 

12. GAMBLING 
11336.1. Gambling contradicts faith in God who 

rules all the affairs of His world not by chance but by 
His providential care. Gambling lacks both the dignity 
of wages earned and the honor of a gift. It takes 8ul> 
stance from the pocket of a neighbor without sdelding a 
fair exchange. Because it excites greed, it destroys the 
initiative of honest toil, and often results in tragic 
addiction. Government sponsorship of lotteries only en
larges the problem. Because of the evils it encourages, 
we refrain fix)m gambling in all ite forms for conscience' 
s£Lke, and as a witness to the freedom we have in Christ. 

13. PORNOGRAPHY 
11336.3 Pornography appeals to the lustftd desires 

of the lower nature. It deplete and encourages indecent 
and deviant sexual conduct such as adultery, bestiality, 
incest, rape, sodomy, and child molestetion, Ite effecte 
are a progressive decay of moral values, beginning with 
addiction, followed by a desensitizing of conscience, and 
tending toward the wanton acting out of illegitimate or 
perverted sexual conduct, often victimizing the innocent 
and unsuspecting. 

For society, pornography is a virulently degenerative 
force. It damages and destroys. For Christians, pornog
raphy is an abomination which must be opposed by any 
legitimate meems. 

14. SIMPLICITY OF LIFE 
f 337. While customs and man-made standards 

change fix)m age to age throughout the world, we rec
ognize that there are certain scriptural principles which 
should govern Christians in their attitudes and conduct, 
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Whatever we buy, use, or wear should help us in win
ning others to Christ, edifying the body of Christ, and 
glorifying Christ (1 Corinthians 10:31-33), 

Those biblical principles which should govern Chris
tians in their choice and purchase of aU possessions in
clude simplicity, modesty, purity, propriety, humility, 
and economy. Christians should avoid extravagance, en
deavoring to be clean, tidy, attractive, modest represen
tetives of Christ (1 Timothy 2:8-10; 1 Peter 3:1-5), 

The principles of simplicity of life should be consid
ered when we purchase or build or fiimish a home, buy 
a car, select clothes, shop for food, and in all other mat
ters, 

15. EMPLOYER AND EMPLOYEE 
H 338. 1, All persons have the right to gainful and 

meaningfid emplosrment irrespective of sex, race, color, 
national origin, or creed (Romans 10:12), 

2, We recognize the right of employees to organize 
for the purpose of seeking in a proper way their better
ment in labor, industry, and business. Oath-bound secret 
pacts or acts of violence designed to violate or defend 
these righte cannot be condoned. We also recognize the 
right of the individual to remain independent of or
ganization, 

3, In labor relations, justice is an indispensable in
gredient in the Christian's code of ethics. It is a part of 
God's nature and of His norm for us. The Christian con
cern for justice is a peculiar one: it is primarily a con
cern to do justice and only secondarily a concern to ob-
tein justice. This norm is equally applicable to employer 
and employee (Ephesians 6:5-9; Colossians 3:22 — 4:1). 

4, The Christian should not view management and 
labor as ultimately hostile opponents. He should not 
bring distrust and hostility with him either to his place 
of work or to the negotiating teble. There is no place in 
the Christian ethic for exploitetion, for using people as a 
means to a selfish end, or for seeing them primarily as 
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economic units. He does not use the adversary system 
for rigid confrontetion, but he supports and implemente 
a problem-solving approach. 

5. Our people should endeavor to make their witness 
effective where they work, remembering that a Chris
tian workman is responsible first to (Jod and then to his 
employer and the organization (Matthew 7:12; Colos-
sians 3:17). 

AS R E G A R D S T H E INSTITUTIONS O F GOD 

16. CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP 
H 340. The Christian is a citizen of the kingdom of 

(Jod and also of this world. He receives benefits and 
bears responsibilities from both relationships. His first 
allegiance is to (Jod, but that does not release him from 
responsibilities to his own country if they do not conflict 
with the clear teachings of the Scriptures (Romans 
13:1-7). He should pray for "all who are in high po
sitions" (1 Timothy 2:2) and should "be subject for the 
Lord's sake to every human institution" (1 Peter 2:13). 
He should actively participate in civic life by involve
ment in constructive efforts for the improvement of so
cial, cultural, and educational standards (Matthew 
5:13-16); by opposition to degrading influences (2 Peter 
2:4-10); and by the exercise of his right to vote. 

17. MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE 

t 341. 1. The Scriptures teach that in marriage a 
man and woman become "one flesh" and that those 
whom (Jod has joined together no one should separate. 
This stands as the goal for all who marry. Therefore, 
whenever divorce occurs, whatever the reasons put 
forth, it is a breach of (Jod's intention, revealed in cre
ation ((Jenesis 2:24; Mark 10:6-9). Marriage is the hon
orable and proper setting for the full expression of the 
heterosexual nature of mankind (Hebrews 13:4), and the 
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church has no authority to forbid marriage (1 Timothy 
4:3). This abiding union in marriage has been used by 
the apostles to illustrate the holy relationship between 
Christ and His church (Ephesians 5:23-33). Holding sa
cred the relationships that are the central part of mar
riage and family, the Free Methodist Church declares 
any voluntary act of premarital sexual intercourse, ex
tramarital sexual intercourse, homosexual acts, les
bianism, and cohabitetion of man and woman without a 
marriage contract duly solemnized by a civil or religious 
ceremony to be a violation of the moral order, hence sin
ful, unaccepteble conduct. 

2. In view of the high biblical teaching on sexuality, 
marriage, and home, and because of the urgent need for 
instruction in these areas of concern, we require our 
ministers to provide premarital counseling, giving due 
consideration to denominational materitds. 

3. We do not prohibit our people from marrying per
sons who are not members of our church provided such 
I>ersons give evidence of being converted to God. Mar
riage of our members to unbelievers should be discour
aged in accord with the apostle's command, "Do not be 
mismated with unbelievers" (2 Corinthians 6:14). In 
general, Christian youth ought not to marry without the 
consent of their parente. All should counsel with their 
Christian leaders before entering into marrieige. 

4. We believe that all sin except blasphemy against 
the Holy Spirit may be forgiven (Matthew 12:31), and 
that the church must be redemptive in all situations. 

a. The church by teaching, counseling, heeding, 
and reconciling supports life-long faithfulness 
in marriage. When marital crisis does occur, 
the church attempts to minister to both 
partners. Ite goal is to bring about reconcilia
tion £uid to teach the constructive handling of 
conflict. The church must always avoid the de
structive judgment of troubled marriages (Mat
thew 7:1-5). 

68 



CHRISTIAN CONDUCT Par. 341 

b. Marriages in trouble because the union is be
tween a believer and an unbeliever or is seri
ously damaged by sexual unfaithfulness should 
be recognized as having special need of the 
grace of God, When given opportunity to 
minister to such persons, the church should 
pray and work toward their recovery both to 
(Jod and to each other, and incorporation into 
the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 7:10-16), 

c. When members find their marriage in crisis, 
we encourage them to seek the counsel of the 
pastor and submit to the guidance of the 
church. The ministering church must seek in 
all ite responses to follow the spirit and ex
ample of Jesus (Luke 7:36-50; John 4:1-42; 
Matthew 19:3-11), 

d. When the msirriage of a member is in difficulty 
because either party has wronged the other, we 
counsel forgiveness and reconciliation as the 
highest Christian resolution. However, if the 
problem is some form of porneia, such as ex
tramarital unfaithfulness or any unnatural 
sexual activity such as incest, bestiality, 
homosexuality, lesbianism, transvestitism, 
sodomy, or prostitution (Matthew 5:32; 19:9), 
the marriage may be beyond recovery. 
Likewise, the desertion of the relationship by 
one partner as treated in 1 Corinthians 7:12-15 
may so seriously damage the marital bond that 
the marriage cannot be continued, 

e. We recognize that divorce for any reason is al
ways a tragedy and that often both spouses 
bear some degree of responsibility for condi
tions which terminated the marriage. The 
church should surround any member whose 
marriage faUs with Christietn love during grief 
and healing. We should assist those who are 
hurting to draw near to (Jod and endeavor to 
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restore them to wholeness and to effective 
ministry within the body of Christ. 

f A member who has been divorced should sub
mit to the counsel and follow the guidance of 
the membership care committee before consid
ering remarriage. A member should follow the 
same procedures if considering marrying a be
hever who has been divorced. 

g. When members divorce in violation of Scrip
ture, or remarry without seeking the counsel 
or following the guidance of the membership 
care committee, the committee shall review the 
case and recommend to the official board ap
propriate action. Such action may include re
moval from leadership, suspension from mem
bership for a probationary period, or expulsion. 

When such members repent and seek resto
ration, they shall submit to the counsel and 
guidance of the membership care committee. 
Upon evidence of contrition and spiritual 
growth, the committee may recommend to the 
official board that they be restored. 

5. Our ministers shall not officiate at the marriage 
of any person who is under legal age, unless the parente 
or guardians are present or have given written consent, 
and unless at least two witnesses who know the con
tracting persons are present. It is recommended that our 
ministers not officiate at the marriage of divorced per
sons without review and approval by the membership 
care committee. 

6. To meet the needs of conferences in countries 
where civU law makes the application of the prior sec
tions of this paragraph unworkable, the bishop of the 
conference is authorized to work with the conference and 
implement solutions compatible with the law of the 
country, consistent with Scripture, and in line with our 
purpose to be redemptive. 
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18. HOMOSEXUAL BEHAVIOR 
H 342. Homosexual behavior, as all sexual devia

tion, is a perversion of (Jod's created order ((Jenesis 1 — 
3). 'The sanctity of marriage and the family is to be pre
served against all manner of immoral conduct (Exodus 
22:16-17; Deuteronomy 22:23-28; Leviticus 20:10-16). 

Homosexual behavior is contrary to the wUl of God 
as clearly stated in Scripture (Leviticus 18:22; 20:13; 
Romans 1:26-27; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10; 1 Timothy 
1:8-10). 

Persons with homosexual inclinations are account
able to (Jod for their behavior (Romans 14:12). 

The forgiving and delivering grace of Gfod in Christ 
is all-sufficient for the homosexual (1 John 1:9; Hebrews 
7:25; Luke 4:18; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11). 

The church has a personal and corporate responsibil
ity to be (Jod's instnunent of healing, restoring love to 
the homosexual seeking recovery of Christian conduct 
and life-style (1 Corinthians 2:7-8). 

The church opposes legislation which makes 
homosexual conduct or life-style legitimate. 

AS R E G A R D S T H E C H U R C H 
C. CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 

1. CHARACTERISTICS OF 
THE LIVING CHURCH 

I 350. 1. The church is the body of Christ in the 
world. In worship, the church comes together to meet 
the holy (Jod and to respond in obedience and love. In 
witness, the church makes known the good news of 
Christ throughout the local community and to the ends 
of the earth, calling the lost to repentance and faith. In 
making disciples, converts are brought into the body, 
baptized, trained, and equipped for service to Christ. In 
fellowship, redeemed people experience their oneness in 
Christ by sharing in one another's lives with love and 
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concern. In service, the church corporately cares for the 
needs of ite own £md others (Revelation 4; Acte 1:8; Mat
thew 28:18-20; Ephesians 4:11-13; Acte 2:42; 6:17). 

2. The Free Methodist Church is committed to de
veloping and maintaining caring fellowships. Our 
societies are to be characterized by understanding, for
giveness, mutual discipline, and assistance. To expe
rience Christian fellowship, we must know one another 
well enough to share strengths and weaknesses, joys and 
sorrows. This enables us to build one another up in the 
faith. 

3. When persons are bom of the Spirit of (Jod, they 
become members of the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 
12:13). Church membership offers new Christians the 
opportunity to pledge publicly their love and loyalty to 
Christ and the church, and to identify through mem
bership with a local congregation. It makes them inte
gral parte of a loving community, gives them a sense of 
accountability necessary to spiritual growth, and 
through mutual Christian commitment enables them to 
better ctury out their mission in the world. 

4. Ethnic groups in North America who, for cultural 
reasons, encounter difficulties with membership proce
dures as outlined in Paragraphs 351-361 may revise 
these procedures so long as they do not violate the doc
trine or ecclesiology of the Free Methodist Church. Re
vised procedures shall be sponsored by the Council on 
Ethnic Affairs which shall study them to assure that the 
constitutional requirements and guarantees of mem
bership are carefully safeguarded and submit them to 
the Board of Administration for approval. 
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2. RECEPTION INTO PREPARATORY 
MEMBERSHIP 

1351. (Ritual other than questions and answers is 
optional.) 

[Those who are to be received as preparatory members shall be 
called forward by name, and the pastor, addressing the people, shall 
say:] 

Dearly beloved, that none may be admitted into the 
Free Methodist Church without instruction, we receive 
persons who seek fellowship with us into preparatory 
membership, during which they may be properly in
structed, and also give proof, both to themselves and to 
the church, of the sincerity and depth of their convic
tions and of the strength and purpose of their desire to 
lead a new life. 

[Then addressing the persons seeking admission as preparatory 
members, the pastor shall say:] 

Beloved in the Lord, you have by the grace of God 
made your decision to follow Christ and to serve Him. 
Your confidence in so doing is to be based not on any 
notion of fitness or worthiness in yourselves, but on the 
gracious promise of God, through our Lord Jesus Christ 
who loved us and gave himself for us. 

That the church may know your purpose, will you 
please answer the following questions: 

1. Do you have the assurance that (Jod has forgiven 
your sins through faith in Jesus Christ? 

Answer: I have. 

2. Are you wilhng to receive membership instruction 
as offered by our church? 

Answer: I £un. 

3. Have you received Christian baptism? 
Answer: Yes or no. 

If not, will you receive this sacrament at a duly 
appointed time? 

Answer: Yes. 
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4. You have been won to Christ. Will you endeavor 
to win others to Christ and the church? 

Answer: I will. 

[Then shall the pastor say:] 
On behalf of the Free Methodist Church, and in the 

hope that you will go forward to complete membership 
therein, I extend to you a cordial welcome. 

[Then shall the pastor offer exteniporaneous prayer.] 

1! 352. Preparatory members shall not be continued 
longer than two years on the membership roll in that re
lation, without a two-thirds vote of the official board 
that ctrcumstences warrant a continuation for a longer 
period. 

3. ADMISSION INTO YOUTH MEMBERSHIP 
H 355. (Ritual other than questions and answers is 

optional.) 
[Those who are to be received as youth members shall be called for

ward by name, and the pastor shall say:] 
Beloved, our Lord Jesus, hy His Holy Word has ex

pressly given to everyone who believes in Him a place in 
His kingdom and church. Before you are admitted into 
the church, it becomes my duty to inquire of you as to 
your purpose of mind £md heart. 

1. Do you believe that Jesus Christ has forgiven 
your sins and is now your Savior? 

Answer: I do. 

2. Have you received Christian baptism?* 
Answer: Yes or no. 
If not, will you consent to be baptized at such a time 

as your pastor may choose? 
Answer: Yes. 

' Those received into youth membership who have been baptized in in
fancy are required to affirm the baptismal vows. See Paragraph 903. 
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3. Will you faithfiilly attend your pastor's class of 
instruction on living the Christian life and serv
ing God through your church? 

Answer: I will. 

4. Will you be loyal to the Free Methodist Church 
and uphold it in your prayers, your presence, your 
gifts, and your service? 

Answer: I will. 

5. Will you endeavor to show your friends by your 
life what it means to be a Christian, and wiU you 
do your best to win them to Christ? 

Answer: I will. 

Optional: 
[Here the pastor may offer an extemporaneous prayer. Then those to 

be received as youth members shall kneel, and the minister, laying his 
hands upon each of them in turn, shall say:] 

I receive you into the fellowship of the Free Method
ist Church as a youth member. May (Jod confirm you in 
the faith and fellowship of all true disciples of Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

H 356. All members under sixteen years of age shall 
be known as youth members. They shall not be counted 
in the allocation of financial goals by the annual or gen
eral conference. Their number shall be kept in a sepa
rate column in the statistical report. They are not eligi
ble to vote in business meetings. 

The names of youth members shall be reviewed by 
the official board at least once each year, with a view to 
character cultivation and Christian nurture, but in no 
case shall any change in their membership status be 
made until they reach their sixteenth birthday, other 
than the provisions in Paragraph 153. 

Upon reaching the sixteenth birthday, youth mem
bers shall be approved by the official board either for 
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fidl membership or for transfer to the preparatory mem
bership roU. To be admitted to fiiU voting membership, 
they must answer satisfactorily the questions for full 
membership and receive a three-fourths vote of approval 
by the members present and voting. 

Youth members shall be reported in a separate col
umn in the Yearbook. 

4. ADMISSION INTO FULL MEMBERSHIP 
II 360. The conditions for full membership in the 

Free Methodist Church are: 
1. Evidence of a renewed heart. 
2. Assent to the membership covenant and the 

Guidelines of Christian Conduct (Par. 315-342). 
3. At least three months' instruction for fiill mem

bership. 
4. Baptism, or if baptized in infancy, public assent to 

the baptismal covenant. 
5. Approval by the official board of the church. 
6. Affirmative response to the following questions for 

fidl membership, before a public meeting of the 
church. 

[Those who are to be received into full membership shall be called 
forward by name, and the pastor, addressing the people, shall 
say: J* 

Into this holy fellowship the persons before you, who 
have received the sacrament of baptism, who have 
learned the nature of these privileges and duties, who 
have been instructed in the teachings and mission of the 
Free Methodist Church, and who have been approved by 
the official board, come to be welcomed into full mem
bership. We now propose, in the fear of (Jod, to question 
them as to their faith and purpose, that you may know 
that they are ready to be admitted into this churdi. 

*Ritual other than questions and answers is optional. 
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(Then, addressing those seeking admission, the pastor shall say: ] 

Beloved in the Lord, you have come to be received 
into membership in the Free Methodist Church. We re
joice that you have decided to underteke the privileges 
and duties of membership in this church. Before you are 
fully admitted, you shall here publicly renew your vows, 
confess your faith, and declare your purpose, by answer
ing the following questions: 

1. Have you now the assurance of the Holy Spirit 
that your sins are forgiven through faith in Jesus 
Christ? 

2. Do you now experience the fullness of the Holy 
Spirit with His cleansing of heart and empower
ment for service, or, if not, will you seek His full
ness through study, counsel, and prayer? 

3. Do you intend to serve (Jod by the full use of the 
abilities He has given you? 

4. Do you believe the Holy Scriptures to be the re
vealed will of (Jod conteining all things necessary 
to salvation through faith in Jesus Christ? 

5. Do you accept the Articles of Religion, the Mem
bership Covenant, and the Organization and (Jov-
emment of the Free Methodist Church, and wdl 
you endeavor to live in harmony with them? 

6. Will you, in fellowship with your pastor and 
fellow-members, avail yourself of the means of 
grace, such as, public worship of God, the minis
try of the Word, the Lord's Supper, family and 
private prayer, and the searching of the Scrip
tures? 
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7. Will you practice the principles of Christian stew
ardship, giving freely of your time, telents, and 
possessions to Christ and His church? 

[Here the pastor shall introduce each candidate by name to the con
gregation, and shall continue as follows: ] 

You, my fellow-members of this congregation, have 
heard the vows of these who have completed the re-
quiremente for full membership in the FVee Methodist 
Church. Let us now welcome them into our fellowship. 
(The method of welcoming shall be left to the discretion 
of the pastor.) 

[Here the pastor may offer an extemporaneous prayer. ] 

This is optional: 
[Then those to be received into full membership shall kneel, and the 

pastor laying his hands upon each of them in turn, shall say: ] 
, I receive you into the fellowship of the Free 

Methodist Church. May the Lord confirm you in the 
faith and fellowship of the true disciples of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

[Those being received shall rise, and the pastor addressing the can
didates, shall say: ] 

We rejoice to recognize you as members of the Free 
Methodist Church and bid you welcome to £dl ite privi
leges; and in token of our brotherly love we give you the 
right hand of fellowship and pray that you may be num
bered with His people here and with His saints in glory 
everlasting. May the church be a blessing to you, and 
may you be a blessing to the church. 

[Then shall the pastor say to the congregation: ] 
Brethren, I commend to your love and care these 

persons whom we this day recognize as members of our 
church. Do all in your power to strengthen their faith, 
confirm their hope, and perfect them in love. 
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1361. 1. The person meeting the requiremente of 
Paragraph 360 shall be admitted to all the privileges of 
membership. 

2. Any person in good standing in any evangelical 
church may be received into full membership without 
having been a preparatory member upon meeting the 
requiremente of Paragraph 360. 

1362. 1. When an existing Christian body wishes 
to unite with the Free Methodist Church, or when sev
eral persons wish to form a Free Methodist Church, in 
either case they shall adopt the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE as a 
whole and then admit each person in his individual 
capacity upon answering the questions in Paragraph 360 
and by the consent of three-fourths of the persons form
ing the society. This is the only circumstance under 
which members may be received in full relation without 
letters of transfer or from preparatory or youth mem
bership. 

2. Groups wishing to become Free Methodist 
societies shall be called Free Methodist Fellowships 
untU such time as they fulfill all disciplinary require
mente. 

a. A Free Methodist Fellowship is defined as a 
group of believers, some of whom are Free 
Methodiste, or desire to become Free Method
ists, and are meeting together for fellowship 
where no Free Methodist church is nearby, or 
for the purpose of organizing a new society. 
They may be under the jurisdiction of either 
the annual conference or a sponsoring Free 
Methodist society. 
A Free Methodist Fellowship may be one of 
the following: 
(1) A group of Free Methodist students on a 

college or university campus. 
(2) Free Methodiste stationed overseas. 
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(3) Free Methodiste living where no society 
exists, or committed to plsinting another 
Free Methodist church. 

b. When under the jurisdiction of the annual con
ference, they may elect one person to represent 
them before the conference board of evange
lism. Their tithes and offerings may be psud to 
the conference and shall be held in a separate 
account for that fellowship. 

c. When under the jurisdiction of a sponsoring so
ciety, they may elect one person to represent 
them before that society's official board. Their 
tithes and offerings may be paid to that society 
and shall be held in a separate account for that 
fellowship. 

H 363. Upon majority vote of contiguous societies or 
pastoral charges, such may unite with individual mem
bership automatically transferred to the united society. 

H 364. 1. Members who vrithdraw from the church 
with no complainte against them at the time, may by 
action of the official board be reinsteted into fiiU mem
bership without becoming a preparatory member if the 
following conditions are met: 

a. Evidence of present faith in Christ; 
b. Retiffirmation of the membership covenant. 

2. Members living at a great distance from the soci
ety in which membership is held and unable to attend, 
shall send to the pastor a written testimony at least 
once a year. Distant members who do not write or sup
port their home church financially, may, after one year, 
have their names removed from the active membership 
by action of the official board, 

3, When members do not keep the covenant and 
habitually violate their vows, it is the responsibility of 
the pastor(s) and a membership care committee to seek 
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in love to restore them. If such members refuse the 
ministry of restoration, they must be dealt with accord
ing to the due process of the church (Par, 721; 402, Sec. 
5). 

4. Members whose membership is terminated by any 
cause except death or transfer to another church, shall 
have their names placed on an inactive list. This list 
shall be held by both the pastor and the Christian 
growth (class) leader in the hope of restoration to active 
membership and fellowship in the church. Membership 
for persons on the inactive membership list may be re
stored according to the provisions of Pfuagraph 364, Sec
tion 1. Inactive members shall not be reported in the 
Yearbook or any other officied membership date. 

5. Members whose membership is terminated by 
death or transfer to another church shall have their 
n£unes placed on a separate list te be kept as a record of 
former members. 

5. ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP 
H 365. Free Methodist studente and servicemen and 

women, and their families, living at a distance from 
their home and church, may be granted associate mem
bership in any other Free Methodist church. All righte 
and privileges except the right to vote shall be granted. 
Associate members shaU be recorded on a separate list. 

6, TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP 
H 366. 1, Only a member desiring to move to 

another society or to unite with another evangelical 
church is entitled to a letter of transfer, and if in good 
standing, shall receive it upon request, 

2. A member in full relation wishing to transfer to 
another society must have a letter of transfer from the 
pastor (see Par, 1026, Sec, 1), Without such letter, no 
one shall be transferred into membership in another 
place. 
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When a pastor gives such a letter of transfer, he 
shall at once give notice of the fact to the pastor of the 
society to which the letter is addressed. The letter of 
transfer is valid for one yetu". 

A member holding a letter shall remain a member 
of, and be amenable to, the society by which the letter 
was given until it is presented to another society, which 
shall receive the member into membership. After that, 
the member shall be responsible to the new society for 
his conduct including that during the time the letter 
was held. 

It shall be the duty of the pastor receiving the letter 
to notify the pastor who gave it (see Par. 1026, Sec. 2). 

3. A letter may be given to a member of our church 
who wishes to unite with another evangeUcal denomina
tion (see Par. 1026, Sec. 3). 

4. A preparatory member may be transferred to 
another society by the pastor giving a letter of transfer 
(see Par. 1026, Sec. 4). 

5. A youth member may be transferred to another 
society by the pastor giving a letter of transfer (see Par. 
1026, Sec. 5). 

6. No supply pastor in charge of a society shall issue 
a letter of transfer of his own membership without the 
consent of his superintendent. 

H 367. Reception of Members by Transfer. 
(Those who are to be received into membership by transfer shall be 

called forward by name, and the pastor, addressing the congregation, 
shall say:) 

The Free Methodist Church is a connectional denom
ination organized for effective cooperation with other 
branches of the church of Christ in the advancement of 
Christ's kingdom among men. We count it a privilege to 
receive these members into our fellowship by transfer. 
Their letters of transfer read: 

(The pastor will read only the first letter in each category of mem
bership in its entirety. The others can be named along with the name rf 
the church from which they are transferring.) 
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Let US pray. 
(The pastor shall lead in an extemporaneous prayer.) 
(Name) I welcome you into the fellowship of the 

church. 
(The pastor will give a handshake of welcome to each new member.) 
(Members transferring from another evangelical denomination must 

previously have met the requirements of Pars. 360 and 361, Sec. 2.) 

D. CHRISTIAN W O R S H I P 
PREAMBLE 

II 375. We believe rites and ceremonies of the 
church are to be accorded respect. One should not 
through his own private judgment willfully and purpose-
fidly disregard the rites of the church to which he be
longs. Such rites are not the same in all places or 
churches. There have always been differences, reflecting 
the diversity of times and countries and the customs of 
men. Therefore, we acknowledge the right of every de
nomination to change and ordain rites and ceremonies, 
for the edification of all. But let nothing be ordained 
against (Jod's Word. 

H 376. PubUc worship in our churches shall seek a 
balance between freedom and form. Preaching shall be 
emphasized as a means of edifjdng believers and con
verting sinners. All public worship shall be in the lan
guage of the people. 

1. ORDER OF PUBLIC WORSHIP 
H 377. The Sunday morning corporate worship ser

vice should provide four basic results: (1) to provide op
portunity for the praise of (Jod; (2) to give worshipers 
insight into the will of God; (3) to lead individuals to 
commit themselves personally to God's revealed will; 
and (4) to strengthen the dedicated person to perform 
the will of God. To accomplish these desired results, 
each service should include congregational singing, 
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reading from the Scriptures, peistoral prayer, the Lord's 
Prayer, and preaching. The ajtostolic benediction is rec
ommended for dismissing the congregation. 

Other services shall include congregational singing, 
prayer, reading from the Scriptures, and preaching. On 
occasion, sharing, healing of human hurte, and other 
forms of worship may be used. The order of services 
should avoid routine by providing fitting variations in 
worship forms within the limitations of propriety, the 
Scriptures, and specific rituals when used (Chapter IX), 

The minister shall insist on reverence and a worship-
fid attitude before, during, and after worship and shdQ 
himself be an example, 

2, MUSIC 
1378. Qualified persons whose character and life 

reveal the scriptural principles and support the 
standards of the Free Methodist Church shall be 
selected to lead the singing in public worship and, where 
instrumentel music is in use, play the instrument. 

The pastor is responsible to provide for the cultiva
tion of sacred music and to guard against complexity 
and formality in singing. Singing is a part of divine 
worship in which all persons present should unite. Con
gregational music shall not be subordinated to special 
music. Hymns fitting to the occasion should be chosen, 
and seldom should more than four or five stanzas of one 
hymn be used. The Free Methodist hymnal is expected 
to be used in the morning worship service. 

The use of instrumental music is the decision of the 
local church or other ecclesiasticed unit conducting wor
ship. 

The purpose of music in divine service is to inspire 
and to sustain worship. Vocal and instrumental music 
used in the service shall seek to contribute to reverence 
and exalted worship and not the display of talent, how
ever excellent, 
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3. LOVE FEAST 
f 379. The love feast is one of the fascinating yet 

least understood aspecte of the rites of the early church. 
John Wesley reintroduced it to millions of modern 
Christians, to whom it proved (and still proves) an in
spiring means of grace. Historically, Free Methodiste ob
served the love feast at least once in three months. 

Love feasts are characterized by the singing of 
hymns, opportunity for testimony, extemporaneous 
prayer, and the breaking of bread in sjrmbolizing the 
meals shared by the early Christians. The love feast is 
not to be confused with the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper. 

4. CHRISTIAN GROWTH GROUPS (CLASSES) 
1380. In the year 1739 eight or ten persons sought 

the spiritual counsel and guidance of Mr. Wesley in 
London. They asked that he spend time with them in 
prayer and the study of the Scriptures. Thus began the 
Methodist United Societies. Members saw themselves as 
"a company of persons having the form and seeking the 
power of godliness, united in order to pray together, to 
receive the word of exhortetion, and to wateh over one 
another in love, that they may help each other to work 
out their salvation." 

For the purpose of Christian nurture and more inti
mate fellowship, societies were divided into classes, not 
exceeding twelve in number. These classes proved to be 
one of the most important features in the perpetuation 
of the Methodist revival. The practice of Christian nur
ture through small groups has always been regarded as 
a vital feature of the Free Methodist Church. 

Christian growth groups should be formed within the 
congregation for the careful oversight of the members 
and the confirmation of seekers in the assurance of 
(Jod's forgiveness in Christ. Membership in the groups 
ideally should be not more than twelve. A leader shall 
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be chosen by the group, and the pastor may nominate. 
The groups should meet in a convenient location on a 
regular schedule. 

Group meetings should be devoted to meaningfiil, 
creative prayer; the study of the Scriptures; the sharing 
of needs, aspirations, and victories; and fellowship in 
Christian love. Persons not yet believers should be in
vited into the fellowship as they desire to learn of 
Christ. 

Leaders of small groups should be chosen carefully. 
They shall be members of the Free Methodist Churdb, 
persons of mature Christian faith and experience. They 
should have a good understanding of the Scriptures and 
agree fully with the doctrines and practices of the 
church. (See Pars. 620, 621.) 

5. SERVICES WITH SACRAMENTS 
AND RITUALS 

1 381. Rituals are provided in Chapter IX of the 
BOOK OF DISCIPLINE to provide for uniformity in certain 
special services used throughout the denomination. 
However, the total service providing the context in 
which the appropriate ritual is used is left to the discre
tion and order of the minister in charge. Appropriate 
variations in forms of worship may be used with propri
ety to enrich the worship experience. Pastors are 
exhorted to prayerfully consider making every service 
involving a ritual a fresh means of grace for the wor
shiper. 
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O F F I C I A L B O D I E S O F T H E C H U R C H 

PREAMBLE): Connectional Nature and Mission 
of the Free Methodist Church 

A. Local Church Administration 
1. Society Meeting 
2. Annual Meeting 
3. Official Board 
4. Board of Christian Education 
5. Board of Missions 

B. Conference Administration 
1. Annual Conference 
2. District Conference 
3. Annual Conference Boundaries 

C. Jurisdictional Conference Administration 
1. Ju r i sd ic t iona l Conference or Provis ional 

Greneral Conference 
2. Canadian Jurisdictional Conference 
3. Burundi Jurisdictional Conference 

D. General Administration 
1. General Conference 
2. Board of Administration 
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CHAPTER IV 

OFFICIAL BODIES O F T H E C H U R C H 

PREAMBLE: Connectional Nature 
and Mission of the Free Methodist Church 
11400. The Free Methodist Church of North 

America is a body of earnest Christians committed to 
the will of (Jod as revealed in the Bible, Methodist in 
doctrine and practice, who consider themselves to be 
spiritually members of the body of Christ in the world, 
the visible and universal church of Jesus C!hrist. 

The membership of the Free Methodist Church of 
North America is organized into annual conferences, 
and these into districte arid local congregations. These 
along with the several institutions, auxiliaries, and 
agencies are united by means of a common constitution-
aUy structured organization and are governed under the 
authority of the BoOK OF DISCIPLINE by duly appointed 
leaders. We thus share forms of worship, fellowship, and 
a common mission. 

Each local congregation accepts members on condi
tion of agreement with a covenant commonly approved 
and accepted by all local congregations of the church. 

Each holds ite real estete and all of ite property and 
assets in trust for the Free Methodist Church of North 
America. 

Each participates in the formulation of policy and 
the approval of programs and procedures of the church 
by duly elected ministerial and lay representation at 
district, conference, and general levels. 

The Free Methodist Church of North America there
fore is a connectional church, a body of Christians whose 
local congregations are united by a constitution democ
ratically esteblished and ratified which provides a com
mon character and purpose for all. 
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The Free Methodist Church admite to no geographic, 
social, racial, or cultural limitetions on Christ's com
mand to preach the gospel of redemption and to share 
His message of wholeness. We are called, within our 
power and resources, to introduce all people to Jesus 
Christ (Matthew 20:28). This includes the inner city, the 
countryside, the villages, and the marketplaces around 
the world. 

Mission begins in worship. Therefore we encourage 
congregations to establish worship centers where 
through prayers, music, meditetion, and the preaching 
of (Jod's Word true worship might tsdce place. 

True worship of (Jod demands service to one another 
within the church and to those outeide the church with 
their varied needs. This service we define as the mission 
of the church which includes Christian education, evan
gelism, world missions, and social services. 

Christian education is a means of teaching the Word 
of (Jod so that both young and old can understand Chris
tian doctrine and life. To this end we conduct home 
Bible studies, Sunday schools, weekday activities, and 
other programs. We esteblish day-care centers, elemen-
tsiry and secondary schools, and institutions of higher 
education, including seminaries, colleges and universi
ties. The Free Methodist Publishing House produces and 
markete books, magazines, and other literature. 

Evangelism is the work of witnessing and bringing 
people to faith in Christ. To help our members bear such 
witness, we provide opportunities for training and expe
rience. We promote evangelism through study, seminars, 
and workshops, college and university degree programs, 
use of lay witnesses, home Bible studies, and outreach 
ministries. Radio broadcaste, television programs, audio 
and video tapes, and all other means of personal and 
mass communications are used. 

World missions involves sending the gospel message 
to areas of need around the world. This is done through 
a missionary endeavor that involves both career mis-
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sionaries and short-term volunteer workers. Evangelism 
in the mission context is carried on through churches, 
schools, hospitals, clinics, bookstores, and other appro
priate means. The goal of our world mission is to minis
ter to the needs of the whole person. 

Social service is the activity of the church in caring 
for human need as an expression of the love of (Jod. At 
the level of the local church this may range from day
care centers to senior citizen activities. Free Methodiste, 
individually or through the several agencies, cooperate 
in the support of retirement homes, hospitels, and city 
missions. They also provide care for unwed mothers and 
unwanted or orphaned children. 

Many of these ministries converge in camping pro
grams in all sections of North America. Entire families 
are united in family camps, youth and children have 
specialized camping programs, and many other groups 
are brought together for instruction, fellowship, and ser
vice. 

As real property is needed for the ministry of the 
church it is held in the name of the Free Methodist 
CJhurch of North America and those other auxiliary, af-
fiUated, and subsidiary corporations, organizations, and 
conference and local church bodies. 

A. LOCAL C H U R C H ADMINISTRATION 
1. SOCIETY MEETING 

f 400.1 1. The society meeting shall be composed of 
the members of the society in full relation. Those under 
sixteen years of age are ineligible to vote. (See Par. 
356.) 

2. The pastor shall be chairman of the meeting 
without vote. Minutes of the society meetings shall be 
kept in the record book of the official board. When there 
is but one society on a pastoral charge, the secretary of 
the oflicial board shall be the secretary of the society. 

3. The society meeting shall elect the board of stew-
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ards to the number fixed by the annual meeting, elect a 
stetistical auditor from the membership who shall verify 
the stetistical reports to the annual conference, and the 
accuracy of the permanent record book of the society; 
elect a director of Christian education, a director of chil
dren's ministries, a director of youth ministries, a di
rector of adult ministries, a Penny-a-Day director, a 
missions coordinator, and at least two members at large 
of the board of missions (see Pars. 404, 496, Sec. 4); 
elect, when necessfuy, a committee to try members; de
cide the propriety of incorporating; and elect trustees, 
subject to the stetutes of the territory in which the soci
ety is located. 

4. The pastor or, in his absence or his refiisal to do 
so, a mtgority of the official board may call a meeting of 
the society whenever in their judgment the interests of 
the church require it. 

5. Roberfs Rules of Order in the latest edition shedl 
be the standard of parliamentary procedure in the ses
sions of the society meetings. 

f 400.2. Suggested Order of Business 
1. Devotions. 
2. RollcaU. 
3. Election of a secretary. 
4. Election of teUers. 
5. a. Election of a treasurer. 

b. Selection of an auditor of the accounte of the 
church treasurer, the Sunday school treasurer, 
the Free Methodist Youth treasurer, and all 
other accounte. 

6. Election of a stetistical auditor. 
7. Election of a board of stewards by ballot (the 

number fixed by the annual meeting). 
8. Election of a director of Christian education by 

baUot. The pastor may nominate. 
9. Election of Christian education personnel. 

10. Election of a director of children's ministries. 
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11. Election of a director of youth ministries. 
12. Election of a director of adult ministries. 
13. Election of Sunday school promoter. 
14. Election of a missions coordinator. 
15. Election of a Penny-a-Day director. 
16. Election of trial committee (if necessary). 
17. Decision regarding incorporation (if necessary). 
18. Annual report of workers. 
19. Election of trustees by ballot (if the civil law al

lows). (See Par. 851.) 
20. Election of members at large to the board of mis

sions. 
21. Election of Christian growth group (class) leaders 

by ballot. Each group may elect ite own leader. The pas
tor may nominate. 

22. Election of a church nominating committee. 
23. Miscellaneous business. 
24. Approval of minutes. 
25. Adjournment. 

2. ANNUAL MEETING 
t401 . 1. a. Each society or group of societies under 

one pastor, commonly known as a pastoral 
charge, shall have an annual meeting, of which 
the pastor shall be chairman, without vote, and 
the secretary of the official board, secretary. 
The meeting shall be announced in each soci
ety at least ten days before it is held. Absentee 
voting is not permitted, 

b. Where there is but one local church on a pas
toral charge, the business designated for this 
meeting may be conducted at a society meeting 
called for tWs purpose and announced and con
ducted as specified in this paragraph, 

2, At this meeting the members in full relation on 
the pastoral charge who are sixteen years of age and 
over (see Par, 356) shall from their number elect by bal
lot delegates to the annual conference according to the 
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provisions in Paragraph 277, The election of a delegate 
and any reserve delegate shall be by separate ballot and 
shall each require a majority vote of those present and 
voting. No person in preparatory or youth membership 
or a ministerial candidate in an annual conference is 
eligible to be a delegate. If, however, a delegate is re
ceived into the conference as a ministerial candidate, he 
does not lose his seat as delegate, 

3, There shall be a pastor's cabinet elected by the so
ciety compiosed of at least three, but no more than nine 
lay members, including the delegates to annual confer
ence. The p£istor may nominate as many as one-third of 
the cabinet members. The pastor shall serve as chair
man, A lay vice-chairman may be chosen to serve in the 
event of the pastor's absence or to consider congrega
tional complaints when necessary. No meetings shall be 
held without the pastor's knowledge and consent. 

The cabinet is to assist the pastor, by being available 
for counsel, with the purpose of making his ministry 
more effective. Other functions of the cabinet may in
clude the follovnng: 

a. To serve as a prayer cabinet. 
b. To keep the pastor advised concerning condi

tions within the congregation as they affect the 
relations between pastor and people, and to 
keep the people informed concerning the na
ture and function of the pastored office, 

c. To serve £i8 a planning committee, 
d. To serve as a personnel committee, offering 

counsel on staff emplojrment, reviewing com
pensation, and making recommendations rela
tive to pastoral and staff compensation to the 
finance committee and/or the officied board. 

e. To assist the pastor in the choosing of suiteble 
supply ministers when he is to be absent, 
groups for special services, or special speakers, 
unless otherwise provided for by the official 
board. 
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f To serve as the church calendar committee. 
g. To serve as the membership care committee 

when so designated by the oflicied board. 
h. To assist the pastor in counseling and guidance 

of local preachers (see Par. 520, Sec. 4). 
i. To act as consultent to the pastor in recom

mendation of persons to be licensed as lay 
ministers (see Par. 600.1). 

j . To review lay ministers annually and recom
mend renewal to the official board (see Par. 
601, Sec. 3). 

4. The annual meeting shall decide the number of 
stewards to be elected by each society. Election of trus
tees shall be as specified in the charter or bylaws or by 
the civil law. Vacancies shall be filled by the society in 
which they occur. 

5. At this meeting the trustees shall present a full 
report of the church property. 

6. The pastor or, in his absence or his refusal to do 
it, a majority of tiie official board may call an annual 
meeting whenever in their judgment the intereste of the 
church require it. 

7. Full members of a pastoral charge or society shall 
evaluate pastoral leadership and church effectiveness 
annually within six months after annual conference ex
cept in the first year of a pastor's appointment. 

Forms for this evaluatioii, prepared by the Board of 
Bishops, shall be made available to the church by the 
board of ministerial education and guidance. 'These 
evaluations shall be made by full members present at a 
duly called society meeting, placed in an envelope, 
sefded in the presence of the society, and hnmediately 
forwarded to the district or conference superintendent 
who will make them available to the ministerial ap-
pointmente committee. 

The superintendent shall confer with the pastor to 
review the evaluation of his pastoral leadership. The 
portion of the evaluation perteining to church effective-
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ness shall be given to the pastor emd delegate(s) for use 
by the pastor's cabinet and/or official board. 

8. "The pastoral charge or society shall elect by ballot 
a stending committee on nominations, composed of not 
less than three or more than nine persons plus the pas
tor, which shall prepare nominations of candidates, ex
cept delegate(s) to annual conference and pastor's 
cabinet, for election at the annual or society meeting, 
and to nominate personnel for interim vacancies. This 
committee on nominations may have a three-year rote-
tion for purposes of continuity and stebiUty. 

9. Roberfs Rules of Order in the latest edition shall 
be the standard of parliamentary procedure in the ses
sions of the annual meeting. 

II 401.1. Suggested Order of Business 
1. Devotions. 
(Secretary of the official board acte as secretary.) 
2. Calling of the roll, 
3. Report of treasurer of official board (Par. 402, Sec. 

3).. 
4. Election of tellers. 
5. Election of delegates to the annued conference by 

ballot. 
6. Election of reserve delegates by ballot. 
7. Election of pastor's cabinet by ballot. 
8. Decide the number of stewards for each society on 

the pastoral charge. 
9. Receive the report of the trustees. 

10. Miscellaneous business. 
11. Approval of the minutes. 
12. Adjournment. 
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3. OFFICIAL BOARD 
f 402. 1, The official board is composed of pastors, 

local preachers, lay ministers, and adequate represente
tion in the following areas: Christian education, stew
ards, trustees,* Christian growth group (class) leaders, 
missions, evangelism, finance, delegates, and teens; and 
such members at large as the society may determine. 
Whenever practicable the board shall meet once a 
month. Only full members of the church have a seat on 
the official board, 

2, a. The pastor shall be chairman of the official 
meeting, except as provided for in Paragraph 
580, Sections 3-4, and in his absence a chair
man shall be elected, 

b. The pastor is an ex officio member of all boards 
and committees, 

3. The official board shall elect a secretary and a 
treasurer. When there is but one society on a pastoral 
charge, the treasurer of the society shall be the trea
surer of the official board. The secretary shall keep, in a 
suiteble book provided for that purpose, faithful minutes 
of the proceedings of the official board and of the annual 
meetings and shall record all marriages and baptisms. 
The treasurer shall keep a record of all money raised on 
the pastoral charge and of the manner in which it is ex
pended, and shaU give a full repwrt of it at the annual 
meeting. It is recommended that the official board elect 
two tellers, at leeist one of whom shall, with the trea
surer, count each offering, and together with the trea
surer he/they shall fill in a form steting the date, the 
amount of the offering, and the purpose for which it was 
received. The treasurer shall retein all such forms, and 
they shall be available for the auditor when he makes 
the annual audit of the treasurer's accounte, 

'Exception: in the United Kingdom, membership of trustees on the offi
cial board shall be by annual rotation and shall include no more than 
two at any one time. 
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It is also recommended that a financial secretary be 
elected if the size of the congregation and amount of 
funds handled make it advisable. Duties of the financial 
secretary shall be defined by the official board. The 
treasurer shall be responsible for furnishing, in writing, 
a detailed monthly fineincial statement. See Paragraph 
402.1, Section 9^). 

Upon the joint request of the pastor and finance 
committee the financial books shall be made available 
for inspection. 

4. The official board shall look after the spiritual 
and temporal intereste of the pastoral charge. 

5. The local church shall have a membership care 
committee. It shall consist of the pastor(s) of the church 
and up to five additional members of the church who 
shall be chosen on the basis of demonstrated Christian 
maturity, and with representetion of both women and 
men. 

Where a separate membership care committee is not 
feasible, these duties may be assigned to an existing 
committee which meete the above requiremente, such as 
the pastor's cabinet. 

If cases arise for which the membership care commit
tee can find no disciplinary direction, it shall refer the 
matter to the conference superintendent who may confer 
with the area bishop (see Par, 363, Sec, 3), 

Duties: 
a. Assist the pastor(s) in identifying and recruiting 

members; 
b. Review the membership rolls at least tinnuaUy; 
c. Counsel with members whose conduct and re

lationship to the church may be cause for concern 
(e,g,, the threatened loss of a marriage — see Par, 
341); 

d. Make recommendations to the official board re
garding the membership stetus of those who have 
been counseled; 
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e. Provide continuing ministry to former or inactive 
members (see Par, 364, Sec, 4); 

f. Perform the duties prescribed in Paragraph 721, 
Section 3, 

6, It is recommended that the official board elect 
from the members of the church a budget or finance 
committee of which the pastor and the treasurer shall be 
members, to prepare for the consideration of the board 
an estimate of the amount needed for the support of the 
pastoral staff and for the other expenses of the pastoral 
charge, 

7, The members of the finance committee shall see 
that each member of the society is solicited for the sup
port of the local work and urged to give regularly 
(weekly, monthly, or quarterly) according to his means. 
(See Par, 804 re raising of funds,) 

8, The official board shall provide a permanent book 
in which the pastor shall enter the information pre
scribed in Paragraph 515, Section 10. 

9, The official board shall provide a board of Chris
tian education consisting of the director of Christian 
education, director of children's ministries, director of 
youth ministries, director of adult ministries, Sunday 
School promoter and, where elected, the subdirectors of 
each of the three age levels. The pastor shall be an ex 
officio member. 

The board of Christian education shaU report to the 
regular meeting of the official board. (See Par. 413, Sec. 
7.) 

10. The official board may subdivide into two or more 
commissions assigning such duties as: administration 
including the work of the finance committee, outreach, 
worship. Christian education including the work now 
assigned to the board of Christian education, world mis
sions including the responsibihties now assigned to the 
local board of missions, and others as it deems appropri
ate, provided, however, that the commissions fimction as 
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subcommittees of the oflicial board taking action only in 
areas authorized by that board. 

A member of the senior teen youth organization may 
be elected an honorary member of each commission. 
Where not so organized, a member of the senior teen 
youth organization may be made an honorary member of 
each mtgor board and committee of the official board, 

11, A board of evangeUsm and church growth shall be 
elected by the society to function throughout the year. 
In smaller churches, the official board may serve as the 
local board of evangelism. 

The duties shall be: 
a. To cooperate with the conference board of 

evangelism and general board of evangelism 
and church growth programs, 

b. To study established patterns of church 
growth, 

c. To seek practical means with which to apply 
these principles to the local church, 

d. To prepare growth goals and objectives with 
timeUnes to be presented to the official board 
and the society for approval at the beginning 
of each conference year, and file the seune with 
the conference board of evangelism. 

e. To submit the above goals and objectives for a 
quarterly evaluation by the official board 
which shall report annually to the society, the 
conference superintendent, and the conference 
board of evemgelism, 

f. To seek diligently to motivate the people of the 
church to implement these principles, 

12, The official boeird serves as the agency for licens
ing of local preachers and lay ministers, 

a. Local preachers (see Par, 520) 
(1), Recommendation of pastor/pastor's cabinet 

to official board. 
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(2) Recommendation of official board to bo£ird of 
ministerial education and guidance for ex
amination emd approved. 

(3) License granted by official board. 
(4) Responsible to and guided by ofificisd board 

and board of ministerial education and 
guidance. 

(5) Renewal of license annually by official board 
(up to four renewals) (see Par. 520, Sec. 6). 

b. Lay Ministers (see Pars. 600-603) 
(1) Recommendation of pastor/pastor's cabinet to 

official board. 
(2) Recommendation of official boEird that the 

candidate answer questions before the con
gregation (see Par. 600.1, Sec. 3). 

(3) License granted by official board. 
(4) Annual review by pastor's cabinet, and re

newal granted by official board. Three 
courses required for seven years; one course 
per year thereafter. 

13. Roberfs Rules of Order in the latest edition shall 
be the standard of parliamentary procedure in the ses
sions of the official board. 

II 402.1. Suggested Order of Business 
1. Devotions. 
2. Election of a secretary. 
3. Calling of the roU. 
4. Reading of the minutes of the previous meeting. 
5. Election of a treasurer. 
6. Selection of an auditor. 
7. Election of a committee on social ministry. 
8. Election of a church calendar committee. (The 

pastor's cabinet may serve. See Par. 401, Sec. 3:f.) 
9. Inquire: 

a. Are there any sick? 
b. What is the stetus of membership? 

(1) Have £my been received as youth members? 

101 



Par. 402.1 OFFICIAL BOARD 

(2) Have any been received as preparatory 
members? 

(3) Are converts and youth and preparatory 
members receiving instruction in Christiem 
living and church membership according to 
Paragraph 515, Section 28? 

(4) Are there any youth or preparatory mem
bers whose terms of training have expired? 

(5) Have any been received into full mem
bership? 

(6) Have any been received into associate 
membership? (See Par. 365.) 

(7) Have any died? 
(8) Have any been otherwise removed? 

c. Are there any violating our rules of church 
membership who will not be reproved? 

d. Are there any jjersons to be recommended as 
local preachers to the board of ministerial 
education and guidance for examination and 
approval? 

e. Are there any persons approved by the board of 
ministerial education and guidance to be 
licensed as local preachers? (See Pars. 477.1, 
520). 

f Are there any local preacher's licenses to be re
newed? 

g. Are there any lay minister's licenses to be 
granted? to be renewed? 

h. Have any been married or baptized? 
i. Report of the board of (Christian education. 
j . Treasurer's report: 

(1) Amount raised as ordered by the confer
ence. 

(2) Amount raised for pastoral support. 
(3) Amount raised for United Ministries for 

Christ. 
(4) Report of other money received and dis

bursed. 
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(5) Baltmce in the treasury, 
k. Are there any claims to be presented? 
1. Is there any unfinished business, or are there 

any committees to report? 
m. Is there any new business, or are there any 

committees to be appointed? 
n. Reports of department heads: 

(1) The president of the Women's Missionary 
Fellowship International. 

(2) The president of the Light and Life Men 
International. 

(3) The board of stewards. 
(4) The board of trustees. 

o. Are there any vacancies in the board of trus
tees? 

p. Is the title to the church property secure? 
q. Are the legal documents for this pastoral 

charge deposited for safekeeping; and if so, 
where? Are the official records in safekeeping? 

r. Is the church property insured? 
s. Are the advices and requirements regarding 

the cultivation of vocal music found in Para
graph 378 being observed? 

t. Annually at a fall meeting (October, if possible) 
of the official board, the pastor, with the aid of 
the local board of Christian education, shall 
report in writing the following information 
concerning members of his own congregation, 
particularly young people who are in college 
and other educational institutions at home 
and away from home, and also those in the 
armed services. 

It is exj)ected that these reports shall in
clude names and current addresses of those 
away in school and elsewhere. This, of course, 
includes names of schools being attended if of 
collegiate level. 
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The report is expected to be divided accord
ing to answers to the following questions: 

(1) Who are the young people of the local 
church who are members of the senior class 
in the local high school? 

(2) Who are the young people who are mem
bers of the second year in a local junior col
lege? 

(3) Who are the people, younger or older, of 
this pastoral charge now away from home 
in theological seminaries? Give the name 
of the seminary in each case. 

(4) Who are the individuals now away from 
home or away from the community who are 
considered as belonging to this local church 
enrolled in other colleges, universities, or 
graduate schools, or schools of nursing? 
Here again, in each case, the name of the 
school in which the person is enrolled 
should be given. 

(5) What individuads from this church are now 
in the armed services, and what are their 
present addresses? 

(6) Has the list of the studente now enrolled as 
seniors in the local high school or as second 
year students in the local junior college 
been sent to the admission officer of the 
area Free Methodist college? 

(7) What is being done by the local church to 
extend and maintein ite ministry to stu
dente away from home or away from the 
church in attendance at college and gradu
ate institutions? 

(8) What is being done to extend and maintein 
the church's ministry to those individuals 
now in the armed services? 

10. Reading the minutes. 
11. Adjournment. 
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4. BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
11403. 1. The local board of Christian education 

shall be composed of the director of Christitm education, 
director of children's ministries, director of youth minis
tries, director of adult ministries, Sunday school pro
moter, and as many assistante as each age-level director 
may need. 

The executive committee shall consist of the director 
of Christian education, director of chUdren's ministries, 
director of youth ministries, director of adult ministries, 
and the Sunday school promoter. They shall all be full 
members of the Free Methodist Church. The pastor shall 
be an ex-officio member. 

Smaller churches may have a board of Christian 
education of fewer than five members, but shall work 
toward the basic age-level structure as ministries are 
needed and persons are available for each position. 

2. The board of Christian education shall submit an 
organizational plan and list of officers needed for the 
new year to the annual society meeting. (The or
ganizational plan will teke into consideration the size of 
the church and ite ministry needs,) The board may sub
mit nominations for the new board of Christian educa
tion to the church nominating committee, 

3. Upon authorization by the society meeting the 
newly elected board of Christian education will ntune all 
staff personnel for: the Sunday school, including officers, 
department superintendents and teachers; Joybells, 
Herald and Cadet programs; Young Teens and FMY 
programs; adult programs including Family Life and 
Senior Citizens; others, e.g., VBS, junior choir, children's 
church, etc. When a society chooses to elect such per
sonnel, the newly elected board of Christian education 
shall make nominations to the society. 
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Leaders and teachers in Christian education should 
be persons who: 

a. Have a vital Christian experience. 
b. Are faithfid in church attendance and feUow-

ship. 
c. Are diligent in prayer. 
d. Are in agreement with the doctrinal position of 

the Free Methodist Church. 
4. The responsibilities of the local board of Christian 

education shall include the following: 
a. To provide for administration of all Christian 

education programs. 
b. To coordinate all Christian education ac

tivities. 
c. To promote the growth of the church through 

Christian education programs and ministries. 
d. To implement denominational curricula for all 

Christian education endeavors. 
e. To make sure training is provided for Christian 

education workers, including certification and 
workers' conferences. 

f. To encourage adherence to denominational doc
trine and standards by Christian education 
workers. 

g. To project, plan, and evaluate total Christian 
education programs. 

h. To review all Christian education financial 
programs. 

5. BOARD OF MISSIONS 
H 404. 1. A local board of missions shall be com

posed of the pastor, missions coordinator, representa
tives of the Women's Missionary Fellowship Interna
tional and Light and Life Men International, local 
Penny-a-Day director, director of Christian education, 
directors of youth and children's ministries, with two or 
more members elected at large where practicable, 
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2. The local board of missions shall develop a year-
round program of missions education and activities in 
cooperation with the Department of World Missions, 

3. The missions coordinator shall serve as chairman 
of the local board of missions unless the board decides to 
elect ite own chairman. 

4. The responsibilities of the local board of missions 
shall include the following: 

a. To alert the church to missions prayer needs 
through such resources as Missions Hotline, 
Prayer Focus, and Missionary Tidings. 

h. To promote the formation of missions prayer 
cells. 

c. To inform the church concerning opportunities 
for missionary service through VISA and 
career appointment. 

d. To forward to the personnel department of the 
Department of World Missions the names and 
addresses of young people in the local church 
sensing a caU to missionary service, 

e. To coordinate all church missions activities and 
programs for the year, 

f. "To utilize projects and other methods for fund-
raising. 

B . C O N F E R E N C E ADMINISTRATION 
1, ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

(See John Wesley's admonitions preceding Paragraph 
440.) 

11405. Annual Conferences. There shall be the fol
lowing annual conferences: Atlantic Southeast Exten
sion, California, Canada East, Canada Great Lakes, 
Canada West, Centenary, Central Illinois, Columbia 
River, East Michigan, Florida, (Jenesee, Great Plains, 
Illinois-Wisconsin, Iowa, Kentucky-Tennessee, 
Louisiana, Maryland-Virginia, Minn-I-Kote, New York, 
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North Michigan, Ohio, Oil City, Oklahoma, Oregon, 
Ozark, Pacific Coast Japanese, Pacific Coast Latin 
American, Pacific Northwest, Pitteburgh, Rocky Moun-
tein. Southern California-Arizona, Southern Michigan, 
Susquehanna, Texas, United Kingdom-Great Britain, 
United Kingdom-Northern Ireland, Wabash; the follow
ing overseas and/or missions related conferences: BrazU-
ian, Burundi East, Burundi West, Dominican, Haiti In
land, Hong Kong, India, Mexican, Mozambique and 
South Afiica Mines, Natel-Transkei, Nikkei, Philippine, 
Taiwan, Transvaal, Zaire Northeast, Zaire Southeast, 
Zimbabwe; and the following overseas provisional con
ferences: Malawi, Northwest Mexico, and Paraguay; and 
others as they shall be duly organized. 

H 406. Annual Conference Membership. Each an
nual conference shall be composed of all the traveUng 
and retired ministers who have been received into full 
membership within ite bounds, and lay delegates elected 
by the several pastoral charges, as provided in Para
graph 277. A delegate is not a member of the annual 
conference until he is present with his credentials and 
has been seated. The ministerial candidates are without 
vote. The delegate(s) shall be considered as liaison or 
representetives between the local church and the confer
ence during the interim of conference sessions with their 
tenure continuing untU the next annual election. 

f 407. Annual Conference, Place and Time. Each 
annual conference shall appoint the place and, with the 
concurrence of the bishop, the time of ite own sessions. If 
for any reason a conference cannot be held at the place 
appointed, the determination of the place shall be left 
with the superintendent(8) and the secretary of the last 
conference. The Friday preceding each annual confer
ence should be observed by our people as a day of fast
ing and prayer. 
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11408. Annual Conference, Voting. The ministerial 
and lay members composing the annual conference shall 
deliberate and vote as one body; but at the call of one-
fourth of all the members present £md voting, the house 
shall divide and the ministers and lay members vote 
separately; and it shall require a majority of both 
branches to constitute a vote of the conference. Roberfs 
Rules of Order in the latest edition shall be the stendard 
of parliamentary procedure in the annual conference 
sessions. 

f 409. Annual Conferences, Officers. 
1. In the absence of the bishop and of the elder 

whom he may have appointed, the conference shall elect, 
by ballot, an elder from ite own number to preside. All 
other conference officers must be members of the church 
within the bounds of the conference. 

2. It shall elect, by ballot if it wishes, a secretary 
who shall continue in office until a successor is elected 
with duties as follows: 

a. To record in a suiteble book the proceedings of 
the conference, excluding anything not actu
ally conference business. 

b. To keep, in a book to be preserved with the 
journal, the original or so-called rough minutes 
as approved by the conference. 

c. To keep on file the reports adopted by the con
ference and record in the journal only financial 
and such other reporte as the conference may 
order. 

d. To be custodian of the conference records and 
journal. 

e. To transcribe from the annual conference rec
ords all the decisions of disciplinary law ren
dered by the president, giving the number of 
the pages upon which those decisions are re
corded, and forward the transcript promptly to 
the secretary of the (Jeneral (Conference and, if 
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there are no such decisions, to send a state
ment to that effect to the secretary. 

f. To send a copy of the annual conference min
utes following completion of each annual con
ference to the office of the Board of Bishops for 
examination on behalf of the (Jeneral Confer
ence. 

g. To report annually to the Division of Ministe
rial Education and Guidtmce following the an
nual conference session the names of ministers 
whose ordination parchments are no longer 
valid, whether by issuance of certificates of 
transfer to other denominations, uniting with 
other denominations without our papers, with
drawal, expulsion, or death, and listing the 
reason for such invalidation. 

h. To keep a proper register conteining names, 
addresses, and dates of declaration of all mem
bers of the church within his conference who 
declfU'e themselves to be conscientious objec
tors and to make a prompt report of these dec
larations to the secretary of the (Jeneral Con
ference, who shall keep a complete record of 
them. (See Pars. 332 and 445.) 

3. It shall elect a treasurer who shall be bonded. In 
case of a vacancy the superintendent(s) of the conference 
may appoint a treasurer to act untU the next conference 
session. He shall remit monthly aU funds due the gen
eral church treasurer. The general church treasurer 
shall, immediately after the conference session, notify 
the conference secretary of any deficit. 

4. It shaU elect an auditor who shall carefiiUy audit 
the accounte of the treasurer and report to each annual 
session. 

5. It shall elect a secretary of stewardship who shaU 
direct attention to tithing by: 

a. Setting a date when each pastor shall preach 
on this subject and informing him of it. 
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b. Arranging for the distribution of literature by 
the pastors on their charges. 

c. Providing cards to be used by each pastor to 
secure pledgers to the tithing system. The pas
tor shall tabulate resulte and forward them to 
the stewardship secretary to be used as a part 
of his annual report, 

d. Making such other provisions as he may judge 
best to create interest. 

e. Making a report at the close of each conference 
year to the general director of stewardship and 
to the annual conference. 

6, The annual conference shall require of ite mem
bers a financial report of their receipte from the field. 
This report shall be published in the Yearbook. 

7, 'The annual conference shall designate a pension 
plan agent who will be responsible to oversee the admin
istration of the pension plan at the conference level in 
harmony with guidelines developed by the general pen
sion board, 

8, It shall elect a conference Penny-a-Day director. 
9, Each annual conference shall elect a conference 

claimante executive secretary with duties as follows: 
a. To study all claims and recommend to the an

nual conference the amount of each claim. In 
no case, however, shall income from insurance 
or life savings be considered a reason for re
ducing any claim in which contributive service 
constitutes all or part of the service record. 

b. To receive emergency claims in the interim of 
annual conferences and recommend them di
rectly to the General Board of Conference 
Claimante. These emergency claims shall be 
only temporary and must be submitted to the 
next session of the aimual conference for' rec
ommendation to the general board. 

c. To receive all Claimante' Applications; see that 
they are properly filled out with all necessary 
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information; and transmit them to the general 
executive secretary after they have been prop
erly acted upon. He shaU also certify annually 
all the claimante in the conference to the gen
eral executive secretary. 

11410. Superintendency. 
1. Each annual conference shall elect one or more 

elders as superintendents to man the work, and may 
elect, appoint, or make provision to employ one or more 
elders to serve as assistant(s) to the superintendent. 

The territory embraced by each annual conference 
may be divided into districte, and over each district one 
of the elders shedl be appointed by the conference as dis
trict superintendent. The conference may instruct a 
superintendent to work under the general direction of 
an advisory committee, provided that there be no in
fringement of the disciplinary powers of the superinten
dent. 

2. If two or more contiguous conferences so desire, 
they may request that they be under common direction 
of an area superintendent. The superintendent shall be 
nominated by a committee composed of one lay and one 
ministerial member from each of the conferences in
volved with the area bishop serving as chairman. The 
nominee must receive a majority vote in each conference 
involved. Election shall be by ballot. 

11411. Superintendent's Cabinet. Each annual con
ference may establish a superintendent's cabinet, to 
meet at the call of the superintendent. 

1. The purpose of the superintendent's cabinet shall 
be: 

a. To serve as a forum for the superintendent(s), 
pasters, and laity. 

b. To aid the superintendent(s) in counsel, en
couragement, and evaluation. 

c. To inform the churches concerning the nature 
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and function of the superintendency. 
2. The members of the superintendent's cabinet shall 

be the superintendent, as chairman, two representetives 
from the delegates to (Jeneral Conference (one ministe
rial and one lay), and a representative from the confer
ence interests of evangelism, missions, property, and fi
nance. Total membership shall not exceed nine mem
bers. 

3. In conferences with more than one superinten
dent, the chairmanship shall follow a yearly rotetion. 

H 412. Administrative Committee. 
Each annual conference shall elect a standing admin

istrative committee of not less than four members to act 
as the executive committee of the conference in the 
interim between annual conferences to care for routine 
business and items specifically delegated to it by the 
conference within the limite of the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE. 

H 413. Board of Christian Education. 
1. The conference shall elect a board of Christian 

education which shall consist of the conference director 
of Christian education, director of children's ministries, 
director of youth ministries, director of adult ministries, 
Sunday school promoter and, where elected, the sub-
directors of each of the three age levels, and any neces
sary additional personnel. The superintendent is an ex 
officio member of the board and all committees. 

2. The conference board of Christian education shall 
divide iteelf into three age-level committees. The di
rector of Christian education shall be an ex officio mem
ber of each of these committees. The responsibilities of 
the board of Christian education and of the age-level 
committees will be outlined in denominational hand
books. 

3. The executive committee of the conference board 
of Christian education shall include the director of 
Christian education, director of children's ministries, di-
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rector of youth ministries, director of adult ministries, 
Sunday school promoter, and any others nominated by 
the conference nominating committee and elected by the 
ttnnual conference. 

4. The assistante to the age-level directors shall be 
nominated by the conference nominating committee 
after consultetion with the conference board of Christian 
education. If the annual conference so decides, the 
executive committee of the conference board of Christian 
education may appoint these assistante. 

5. In the event the conference director of Christian 
education is employed full time, he may be given the 
privilege to present nominations to the nominating 
committee for the conference board of Christian educa
tion. 

6. The previous board of Christian education may 
submit nominations for the executive committee of the 
new board through the conference nominating commit
tee. 

7. It shall be the duty of each local church to cooper
ate with the conference-approved program for the sup
port of Christian education ministries. 

H 414. Board of Evangelism. 
1. Each annual conference is required to organize a 

conference board of evangelism which shall be au
thorized to carry on aggressive evangelistic work within 
ite bounds. This board shall have power to raise funds 
and to employ evangeliste, crusade teams, and helpers to 
labor within the conference, who, with the concurrence 
of the superintendent(s), shall be authorized to esteblish 
new societies, provided it make provision and be respon
sible for the suppwrt of all the laborers it employs. 

2. Each annual conference shall elect a member of 
the Free Methodist Youth and a member of the Light 
and Life Men International to the conference board of 
evangelism. The Free Methodist Youth and the Light 
and Life Men International may nominate. 
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3. Each conference board of evangelism shall cooper
ate with the general board of evangelism in presenting 
the intereste and needs of evangelism, church planting, 
urban, £tnd ethnic ministries. 

II415. Evangeliste. 
1. All evangeliste shall be recommended by the con

ference bofud of evangelism according to the guidelines 
esteblished by the Commission on Evangelism, and the 
approval of the conference board of ministerial education 
and guidance, prior to their appointment by the ministe
rial appointmente committee. They shall be entitled to 
the righte and privileges of those appointed to pastoral 
charges and shall be subject to the same rules and regu
lations, so far as they apply to their circumstances. They 
shall be subject to the restrictions of Paragraph 560, 
Section 3. They shall prepare a prospectus for publicity 
and use the standeud forms for eveduation as prescribed 
in Paragraph 481, Section l:a:3. 

2. Lay ministers, gifted and called of (Jod for special 
ministries such as music or personal evangelism, may be 
appointed conference lay evangelists without having 
satisfied the requirements for ordination, provided that 
all other requiremente in Section 1 of this paragraph are 
satisfied. Such evangeliste shall receive the assistance 
normally given conference evangeliste by the Depart
ment of Evangelism and Church Growth. They shall be 
commissioned for their ministry in a public ceremony 
arranged by the board of ministerial education and 
guidance. 

f 416. Board of Ministerial Education and Guid
ance. 

1. Each annual conference shall have a standing 
board of ministerial education and guidance, the per
sonnel of which shaU be the members of the ministerial 
appointments committee with additional members as 
deemed advisable by the electing body, the total mem-
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bership not to exceed twelve members nor to be less 
than four with due regard to a proper division of mem
bership on the board between laymen and ministers. 

2. This board shall assist in recruiting personnel and 
shall be invested with the responsibility of carefully 
screening candidates for reception into the conference or 
advancement in conference relation or ordination. The 
board shedl guide and counsel those who are received, 
that they may be able to meet all the demands of their 
holy office. For instructions on administration of multi
ple staff, see the Board of Ministerial Education and 
Guidance manual. 

3. The annual conference, acting upon the recom
mendation of the board of ministerial education and 
guidance, has final respwnsibility for the approval of all 
ministerial candidates in keeping with the stendards 
outlined in Paragraphs 477.2, 477.5, and 530, and the 
certification of the Department of Higher Education and 
the Ministry. 

4. Each pastor shall present to the board annually 
his program for continuing education which board shall 
monitor the program. 

5. It shall be the duty of this board through the year 
to serve as a planning committee and as a counseling 
body for the superintendent(s). 

6. A superintendent or a board of ministerial educa
tion and guidance, planning to recommend that a minis
ter should not receive a pastoral appointment the ensu
ing year, shall so notify that minister at least sixty days 
prior to the session of the annual conference. However, 
final decision in the case shall rest with the ministerial 
appointmente committee, according to Paragraph 419, 
Section 2. 

7. A board of ministerial education and guidance 
may grant a certificate of standing with view to transfer 
to another conference during the interim between an
nual or district conference sessions. 

8. This board shall give consideration to the charac-
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ter of and performance of duty by each ministerial 
member of the conference in light of Paragraph 428, 
Section 17, and shall present to the annual conference a 
statement as to the integrity and Christian discipleship 
of the ministerial members of the conference. (See Par. 
553 for restrictions regarding divorce of ministers or 
spouses.) 

Where conferences are not divided into districte, the 
board of miiusterial education and guidance shall pass 
the character of local deacons and local elders, reporting 
such action to the annual conference. 

9. The early identification of young people sensing 
(Jod's call to the ministry shall be a primary responsibil
ity of the board of ministerial education nd guidance in 
cooperation with the local church. Every attempt shall 
be made to discover such young people before they grad
uate from high school. Proper records shall be kept of 
their educational progress, £md regular communication 
shall be maintained. 

11417. World Missions Board. The annual confer
ence shall elect a world missions board to cooperate with 
the Department of World Missions in presenting the 
interests and needs of overseas missionary work. The 
Women's Missionary Fellowship International, the Light 
and Life Men International, and the Free Methodist 
Youth shall elect representatives to the board. In addi
tion the conference may elect an equal number of 
ministerial and lay members on roteting tenures. The 
chairman shall serve as a liaison to the Department of 
World Missions. The board shall designate ite chairman 
or some other person to serve as conference missions 
coordinator. Functions of the board may include the fol
lowing: 

1. To coordinate conference-wide missions-related ac
tivities, including msg'or evente and scheduling of mis
sionaries in cooperation with the Department of World 
Missions. 
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2. To encourage churches to achieve excellence in 
missions programing and promotion by such means as 
workshops for pastors and lay leaders. 

3. To stimulate the participation of churches in mis
sions projecte, to recruit individuals for career mission
ary service and VISA activities, and to increase the fi
nancial support of worldwide missionary outreach. 

11418. Committee on Social Issues and Ministries. 
Each annual conference shall elect a committee on social 
issues and ministries to deal with the needs and hurte of 
p)eople which demand that as Christians we be open and 
sensitive to the unique qualities and social problems of 
all ages, classes, sexes, and social groups. It shall be the 
duty of the committee: 

1. To study and recommend to the annual conference 
or, in the interim, to the administrative committee, the 
establishment of conference positions on current social 
issues. 

2. To communicate to the local societies and the pub
lic the conference pwsitions on social issues and bring 
about appropriate action. 

3. To organize the resources, both human and mate
rial, of the conference to assist the local society in meet
ing the needs and hurte of people. 

H 419. Ministerial Appointmente Committee. 
1. The district superintendente and an equal number 

of lay members of the conference (one from the district 
of each sui)erintendent) to be elected by ballot shall, to
gether with the area bishop or his appointee, constitute 
a ministerial appointmente committee of which the area 
bishop or his appxDintee shaU be chairman and have a 
vote. When an annual conference has but one supjcrin-
tendent, it may, if it so desires, increase the number of 
members on the ministerial appointmente committee by 
electing an additional elder and an additional layman. 
In an annual conference in which there is one confer-
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ence superintendent, he shall be the vice-chairman of 
the ministerial appointments committee. If there are 
two or more superintendente, then the committee shall 
designate one of the superintendente as vice-chairman. 
If, for any reason, a member is unable to serve during 
the conference session, the conference may elect an elder 
or layman to serve in his place. No person who is rec
ommended to the annual conference to be received as a 
ministerial candidate, nor a supply, though acting as a 
delegate, shall be eligible to serve on the ministerial ap
pointmente committee. The committee shall serve untU 
the close of the foUowing annual conference. 

2. It shall be the duty of the ministerial ap
pointmente committee to appoint ministers to their vari
ous fields of labor for an indefinite tenure. The commit
tee shall monitor progress in each church and make 
changes at each annual conference when deemed neces
sary. To assist in assessment of the work in each church, 
pastors will be offered an opportunity to express them
selves and each church wdl be given opportunity annu
ally, including a pastoral vote, to evaluate pastoral 
leadership. Both shall be considered by the ministerial 
appointmente committee but neither shall be binding. 
Projxjsed changes shall be discussed with both pastor 
and delegates of churches involved. In the event a 
change in pastoral leadership becomes necessary be
tween annual conferences, the ministerial appx)intmente 
committee shall have authority to make such change 
and any subsequent appointments. Delegates of 
churches involved shaU be consulted, but final authority 
reste with the ministerial appointmente committee. 

3. A minister may be appointed to a pastoral charge 
without having charge of it; the administration of it 
shall then devolve upon the sup)erintendent and the offi
cial board. 

4. Any minister who refuses to serve a pastoral 
charge when appointed by his conference or who has not 
been given a pastoral appointment shall not be ap-
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pointed to any work by another conference or supwrin-
tendent without the consent of the ministerial ap
pointmente committee of the previous conference. 

5. The ministerial appointmente committee, or a 
special committee of six, three ministers and three 
laymen, appwinted by the superintendent involved, shall 
have authority to suspend any minister for preaching 
doctrines contrEuy to that of the Free Methodist Church, 
or for conduct unbecoming a minister. This is in no way 
to be construed as conflicting with his righte as outlined 
in Chapter VH. (See Par. 553 for restrictions regarding 
divorce of ministers or spouses.) 

11420. Appointmente — Left Without Appwintment. 
An annual conference may, upon the unanimous rec
ommendation of the ministerial appointments commit
tee, leave a minister without appointment. Any minister 
so left without an appointment two years in succession 
may be located by vote of the annual conference. 

11421. Appointmente — Leave of Absence. Any or
dained minister not regularly in active relationship to 
the ministry of the Free Methodist Church may be given 
a leave of absence by the aimual conference on the rec
ommendation of the ministerial appointmente commit
tee. After two years on leave of absence, a minister who 
is not restored to an active relationship shall be located 
to a local Free Methodist church as a local deacon or 
local elder. One two-year extension of leave of absence 
may be granted by an annual conference, with further 
consideration for extenuating circumstances upon rec
ommendation of the ministerial appointments commit
tee. A minister so located to a local church may be re
stored to the itinerant relationship only by the annutd 
conference tha t located him. The published ap
pointmente of ministers on leave of absence shall desig
nate the reason for the leave. 
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1422. Appointmente — Location. When a minister 
is located or discontinued by an annual conference, the 
ministerial appointmente committee shall fix the place 
of membership, after consultation with the minister in
volved and the pastor and official board of the church 
involved. Ordained persons in good standing will be 
hsted as local elders or local deacons as the case may be. 

1423. Board of Stewardship and Finance. Each con
ference shall elect a board of stewardship and finance 
with not less than five members. Ite duties shall include 
the preparation of the conference budget and the super
vision of the performance of that budget. It shall assist 
the superintendent in stewardship education emd the 
promotion of the United Ministries for Christ through
out the conference. The conference superintendent and 
treasurer shall be ex officio members. 

11424. Conference Year. The conference year of each 
annual conference shall close automatically with the 
adjournment of that conference. The fiscal and stetisti
cal year for the local churches, conferences, and the gen
eral church shall coincide with the calendar year. 

H 425. Limitetion of Powers. An annual conference 
is not a legislative body. It cannot enact laws, nor can it 
interpret the BooK OF DISCIPLINE by resolutions or re
porte and bring ministers or laymen to trial for violation 
of them. 

1426. Ministerial Relations CJommittee. An aimual 
conference may appoint a committee on ministerial rela
tions. Only the case of a minister accused of dissemina
tion of false doctrine or immoral conduct may be re
ferred to a committee on ministerial relations. 

This committee shall act only as a committee of pre-
liminstry investigation, to determine whether there is a 
probable cause for such accusation and report such find-
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ings to the conference. The committee's report upon a 
particular case must, except with the consent of the ac
cused to expunge it, be placed in the conference records, 
with a statement of the findings and the final disposi
tion. 

1427 . New Societies on Conference Boundary. A 
new society, organized near the boundary line between 
the conferences and in a conference which has no orga
nized work within forty miles, shall be permitted to de
cide for itself to which of the two conferences it shall be
long. 

1428. Annual Conference, Order of Business. Each 
annual conference shaU inquire: 

1. What are the names of ministers and delegates 
having a seat in this conference? 

2. Who are the ministerial appointmente committee? 
3. Who are to be admitted as ministerial candidates? 
4. Who remain as ministerial candidates? 
5. Who are to be admitted into full membership? 
6. Who are the deacons? 
7. Who are to be elected and ordained elders this 

year? 
8. Who are the missionaries with honorary mem

bership? (See Par. 499.) 
9. Who has located this year? 

10, Who are the ministers on leave of absence? 
11, Who £ue the retired ministers? 
12, Who has been received by trsinsfer, and from what 

conferences? (It is the duty of tiie conference receiving a 
minister by transfer to send notice of his reception to 
the secretary of the conference from which he has trans
ferred,) 

13, Who h a s w i thd rawn from t h e conference th i s 
year? 

14, Who has been given a certificate of good standing 
with a view to transfer to another conference? 
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15. Has any been permitted to withdraw under 
charges or complainte? 

16. Has any been expelled? 
17. Has the board of ministerial education and guid

ance given due consideration to the cheu-acter of and per
formance of each ministerial member of the annual con
ference? (See Pars. 501, 510, and 515, Sec. 28. Let the 
president call attention to these portions of the BOOK OF 
DISCIPLINE.) 

18. Who has died this year? 
19. What is the number of church members? (Gain or 

loss as reported in the stetistical forms refers to total 
membership.) 

20. What is the number of ministerial candidates and 
ministers in full membership in this conference? 

21. Has the conference raised or exceeded its assigned 
share of the United Ministries for Christ budget? 

22. Have all the churches raised their assigned shares 
of the conference budget? 

23. Number of Sunday schools? Of officers and teach
ers? Of scholars? Of members on the cradle roll? Of 
members in the home department? Of volumes in the li
brary? 

24. What has been expended during the year in the 
societies for.Sunday schools? What has been raised in 
the Sunday schools for foreign missions and other be
nevolences? 

25. How many copies of Light and Life are taken? 
26. What amounte are recommended for the retired 

ministers and the widows and orphans of ministers? 
27. Where are the ministers stationed this year? 
28. Where, and when, shall our next conference be 

held? 
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2. DISTRICT CONFERENCE 

11430. 1. The district conference shall be composed 
of the traveling ministers, the members of the official 
boards of the district, as listed by office in Paragraph 
402, Section 1, president of the district Women's Mis
sionary Fellowship International, district directors of 
children's ministries and youth ministries, Light and 
Life Men's promoter, and district conference trustees 
who are members of the church and live within the 
bounds of the district. A minister holding a certificate of 
standing from his annual conference retains his righte 
and membership in his district conference. His confer
ence relationship is fixed by his annual conference; he 
cannot, therefore, be a member of a district conference 
in another annual conference in which he may be sup
plying work. 

2. The district conference shall hold as many ses
sions each year as it shall deem necessary, preferably in 
connection with a general district meeting. However, 
upon the written request of one-half of the ministers on 
the district and an equal number of lay members of the 
district conference, the superintendent may call a spe
cial session. (See Par. 580, Sec. 5.) A district conference 
may order a session to be held outeide ite geographical 
limits when two or more districte unite in district or 
conference camp meetings or conventions. The last dis
trict conference of the year may fix the time and the 
place of the first meeting of the ensuing year. The Fri
day preceding each district conference shall be observed 
by our people as a day of fasting and prayer. 

3. "The superintendent shaU be president of the dis
trict conference, and in his absence and in the absence 
of an elder whom he may appoint, the district conference 
shall elect one of ite members amenable to the annual 
conference to preside. 

4. A secretary shall be elected by the district confer
ence, who shall keep a faithful record of ite proceedings 
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and shall send the record to the annual conference for 
examination. 

The district conference shall also elect a treasurer for 
the district. 

5. The district conference shall have the right to re
view the records of the official boards of the district at 
its discretion, or on demand of the superintendent, and 
to pass upon whatever is not in harmony with the BOOK 
OF DISCIPLINE or with parliamentary law. 

6. The district conference shall: 
a. Hear complainte. 
b. Try appjeals. 
c. Elect district directors of Christian education, 

children's ministries, youth ministries, and 
adult ministries. 

d. In cooperation with the superintendent, ap
point and hold camp meetings as the intereste 
of the cause of (Jod may require. It may set the 
time of the camp meetings for as many years 
as may seem advisable and engage workers for 
the same. 

1430.1. Suggested Order of Business 
1. Call to order by superintendent or, in his absence, 

by the secretary. 
2. Devotions. 
3. Calling of the roll. (At the first session of the year 

a roll should be made out and then called.) 
4. Election of secretary. 
5. Election of treasurer. 
6. Election of auditor. 
7. Reading of the minutes of previous session. 
8. Financial report of superintendent. 
9. Report of treasurer. 

10. Reporte of committees. 
11. Is there unfinished business? 
12. Is there new business? 
13. Are there complainte? 
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14. Are there appeals? 
15. ShaU we hold camp meetings this year? If so, how 

many? When? Where? 
16. Repor ts from min i s t e r s on condit ion of t he i r 

churches, Sunday schools, instruction in Christian Uving 
and church membership (see Par . 515, Sec. 28), t he 
number of subscribers to Light and Life, and the use of 
Free Methodist Sunday school l i te ra ture , wi th s ta te-
mente tha t the permanent records of their societies are 
up to date. 

17. Report of district directors of Christian education, 
chUdren's ministries, youth ministries, and adult minis
tries. 

(Questions 18 to 20, last session of year only.) 
18. Annual report of the district board of trustees. 
19. Are the corporate seal, record books, and valuable 

documents of t h e d i s t r i c t conference deposi ted for 
safekeeping? If so, where? 

20. When, and where shall our next session be held? 
21. Reading and approval of minutes. 
22. Adjournment. 

H 431. Roberfs Rules of Order in the latest edition 
shall be the standard of parliamentery procedure in the 
sessions of the district conference. 
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3, ANNUAL CONFERENCE BOUNDARIES 
a. North American Conferences 

1433. 1, (Jenesee (1860), The (Jenesee Conference 
shall embrace that portion of the state of New York 
lying west of a line beginning at the Irondequoit Bay 
and running due south to West Bloomfield, New York, 
thence foUowing the etistern line of Livingston County 
to Waylemd, New York; thence along Route 2 to Savona, 
New York, thence due south to the Pennsylvania Une, 
All cities or villages on this boundary Une shall be in 
the (Jenesee Conference, except those on Route 2, which 
shall remain in the Susquehanna Conference. 

2. Susquehanna (1862). The Susquehanna Confer
ence shall embrace the counties of Tioga, Sullivan, and 
Bradford, in the state of Pennsylvania, and all that part 
of the stete of New York east of the (Jenesee Conference 
and north of a Une beginning at Great Bend, Pennsyl
vania, and running due north to the Delaware and Hud
son railroad, thence east along that railroad to Oneonta, 
but not including the villages situated immediately 
upon that portion of the Delaware and Hudson railroad. 
From Oneonta, north on Route 28 to Poland, but exclud
ing the city of Herkimer; thence on Route 8 to Route 9, 
then along this highway to Route 73, and then due east 
on this route to Lake (3hamplain; from this point north 
on the New York state line to the Canadian border. 

3. Southern Michigan (1865). The Southern Michi
gan Conference shall embrace that part of the state of 
Michigan in the two southern tiers of counties; that part 
of Eaton County south of a line running east stnd west 
five miles north of Charlotte; and the parte of Oakland 
and Macomb Counties east of Novi Road and south of a 
line running east and west one mile north of Twelve 
Mile Road to John R. Road, then east of a line running 
north and south along John R. Road to Eighteen Mile 
Road, then south of a line running east and west along 
Eighteen Mile Road to Lake St. Clair. 
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4. Great Plains (1983). Kansas (1871); Nebraska 
(1890). The Great Plains C!onference shall embrace all of 
the states of Kansas and Nebraska. 

5. New York (1873). The New York Conference shaU 
embrace all parts of the states of New York and 
Pennsylvania not included in the (Jenesee, Pitteburgh, 
Oil City, Centenary, and Susquehanna Conferences, and 
the state of New Jersey. 

6. Iowa (1875). The Iowa Conference shaU embrace 
all of the stete of Iowa except Davenport south of a line 
beginning at Clayton on the Mississipjpi River running 
straight west to the Big Sioux River. 

7. North Michigan (1876). The North Michigan Con
ference shall embrace that portion of the stete of Michi
gan lying north of the Southern Michigan Conference 
and west of a line running north and south parallel with 
the eastern boundary of Eaton County, except for that 
portion of Eaton County bounded on the south and west 
by Interstete Highway 1-96 and on the north by Grand 
River Avenue, and except the towns of Grayling, Fre
derick, Gaylord, and Vanderbilt, in Crawford and Otsego 
Counties. It shall also include the Uppor Peninsula and 
Drummond's Island. 

8. Ohio (1879). The Ohio Conference shall embrace 
the state of Ohio, except the towns included in the 
Pitteburgh and Oil City Conferences. 

9. Central Illinois (1879). The Central Ulinois Con
ference shall include that portion of the state of Illinois 
not included in the Illinois-Wisconsin and Wabash Con
ferences. On the east it shall be bounded by a line run
ning from Shelby County south through Teutopolis, Il
linois, and then south to Shawneetown. It shall also in
clude the city of Saint Louis, Missouri. 

10. Texas (1881). The Texas Conference shall include 
all of the stete of Texas. 

11. Pittsburgh (1883). The Pittsburgh Conference 
shall include all that part of the state of Pennsylvania 
lying west of the Susquehanna River and bounded on 
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the north by a line nmning west along the Pennsyl
vania Turnpike, excluding Carlisle, to Fulton County, 
thence along the northern boundary lines of Fulton, 
Bedford, Ceunbria, Indiana, and Armstrong Counties, di
rectly west across Butler County to the Lawrence 
County line, thence south to the northern boundary of 
Beaver County. It shall also include all the towns fi-om 
the Pennsylvania stete line to Bridgeport, Ohio, on the 
west bank of the Ohio River. It shall also include the 
stete of West Virginia. 

12. California (1883). The California Conference shall 
embrace all the stete of California lying north of San 
Luis Obispo, Ventura, Los Angeles, and Inyo Counties, 
and the stete of Nevada lying north of Clark County. 

13. East Michigan (1884). The East Michigan Confer
ence shall embrace all that part of the stete of Michigan 
lying north of the Southern Michigan Conference and 
east of a line running north and south parallel with the 
eastern boundary of Eaton County. It shall include the 
northeast portion of Eaton County bounded on the south 
and west by Interstete 1-96 and on the north by Grand 
River Avenue. It shall also include the towns of Grayl
ing, Frederick, Gaylord, and Vanderbilt, in Crawford 
and Oteego Counties. 

14. Louisiana (1884). The Louisiana Conference shall 
include the stetes of Louisiana and Mississippi. 

15. Oregon (1885). The Oregon Conference shall in
clude all of the state of Oregon not in the Columbia 
River Conference, and Clark County, Washington. 

16. Wabash (1885). The Wabash Conference shall in
clude all of the state of Indiana; Jefferson County, Ken
tucky; and that part of the stete of Illinois bounded by a 
line running west from Fowler, Indiana, to a point six 
miles west of the Champaign branch of the Illinois Cen
tral railroad, thence southwest parallel with that rail
road to the south line of Shelby County, and thence 
along the Springfield branch of the Baltimore and Ohio 
railroad to Shawneetown. 
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17. Rocky Mountain (1886). The Rocky Mountain 
Conference (formerly Colorado) shall embrace the states 
of Colorado, Utah, New Mexico, and Wyoming. 

18. Southern California-Arizona (1891). The Southern 
California-Arizona Conference shaU embrace all of the 
stete of California not embraced in the California Con
ference, the states of Arizona and Hawaii, and Clark 
Ciounty in Nevada. 

19. Columbia River (1896). The Columbia River Con
ference shall include that part of the stete of Washing-
ten east of Okanogan, Grant, and Benton Counties, and 
that pmrt of Oregon east of Gillian, Wheeler, and Crooke 
Counties and north of Harney and Malheur Counties; it 
shall also include the stete of Idaho and that part of the 
stete of Montana lying west of the 110th meridian. 

20. Pacific Northwest (1896). The Pacific Northwest 
Conference shall include all of the stete of Washington 
(except Clark County) west of the Columbia River and 
the eastern boundaries of Grant and Okanogan Coun
ties; Alaska; and that part of British Columbia west of a 
line running from the southern border north following 
the crest of the Monachee Range to Mount Robson and 
further extend along the crest of the Rocky Mountain 
Range to and including the Yukon Territory. 

21. Canada Great Lakes (1896). The Canada Great 
Lakes Conference shall include all that part of the prov
ince of Ontario lying west of the following boundary 
line: The Niagara River, the west bounds of the counties 
of Peel and Simcoe, and the west bounds of the Mus^ 
koka. Parry Sound, and Nipissing districte. 

22. Canada East (1896). The Canada East Conference 
shall include all of the province of Ontario east of the 
eastern boundary of the Canada Great Lakes Confer
ence, including edso all of the province of Quebec. 

23. Kentucky-Tennessee (1896). The Kentucky-
Tennessee C!oiiference shall include the stetes of Ken
tucky and Tennessee, except Jefferson County, Ken
tucky. 
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24. Oil City (1899). The OU City Conference shall in
clude all of northwestern Pennsylvania west of a line 
described as the western and southern boundaries of 
Tioga County, the eastern and southeastern boundftries 
of Lycoming County to the West Branch of the Sus
quehanna River, and south along the Susquehanna 
River to, and including, Harrisbm-g. The southern boun
dary, beginning at the intersection of the Pennsylvania 
Turnpike and the Susquehanna River, runs west along 
the Turnpike, including Carlisle, to the Fulton Ciounty 
line, thence along the northern boundaries of Fulton, 
Bedford, Cambria, Indiana, and Armstrong Counties, di
rectly west across Butler County to the Lawrence 
County line, thence south to the northern boundary of 
Beaver County and west to the Ohio line. The western 
boundary is the Ohio state line north of Beaver County, 
with the exception of the area around the cities of Con-
neaut. North KingsvUle, and Ashtebula, Ohio. 

25. Oklahoma (1899). The Oklahoma Conference shall 
include all of the state of Oklahoma. 

26. Atlantic Southeast (1913).* The Atlantic South
east Conference shall include the states of Georgia, 
North and South Carolina, and Alabama. 

27. Florida (1913).* The Florida Conference shall in
clude the stete of Florida. 

28. Canada West (1970). Alberte (1914); Saskatche
wan (1914). The Canada West Conference shall include 
the provinces of Saskatehewan, Manitoba, Alberte, and 
all that portion of the province of British Columbia not 
in the Pacific Northwest Conference. 

29. Maryland-Virginia (1939). The Maryland-Virginia 
Conference shall include all of the states of Maryland, 
Virginia, and Delaware, and the District of Columhia. 

30. Centenary (1960). The Centenary Conference 
shall embrace that part of the state of New York east of 

•Organized as the Georgia and Florida Conference in 1913 but divided 
by the act of the General Conference of 1961. 
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the Susquehanna Conference and north of a line begin
ning at Oneonte, and thence due east to the stete line of 
Massachusetts. This conference shedl also include the 
states of Vermont, New Hampshire, Maine, Mas
sachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut, excluding 
Fairfield County. 

31. Pacific Coast Japanese (1963). The Pacific Coast 
Japanese Conference shall embrace all Free Methodist 
work among the Japanese people in the United Stetes. 

32. Minn-I-Kota (1965). Northern Iowa-Minnesota 
(1872); Dakota (1883); North Minnesota (1887). The 
Minn-I-Kote Conference shall include all of the stete of 
Minnesota and that portion of the state of Iowa not in
cluded in the Iowa Conference; the state of North 
Dakote; that part of the stete of Montana Ijdng east of 
the 110th meridian; and all of the state of South 
Dakota. 

33. Pacific Coast Latin American (1965). The Pacific 
Coast Latin American Conference shall embrace all of 
the work of the Free Methodist Church among the peo
ple of Mexican descent in California, U.S.A., and in 
Lower California, Mexico, 

34. Illinois-Wisconsin (1966), Illinois (1860); Wiscon
sin (1875). The Illinois-Wisconsin Clonference shall em
brace all that part of the stete of Illinois north of a line 
beginning at Fort Madison, Iowa, running east to the Il
linois River, thence down the river to a point due west 
of Fowler, Indiana, £md thence east to the stete line. It 
shall include the state of Wisconsin. It shall also include 
Davenport, Iowa. 

35. Ozark (1966). Ozark (1895) formerly Arkansas 
and Southern Missouri; Missouri (1883). The Ozark Con
ference shall embrace the stete of Arkansas and all of 
the state of Missouri except the city of Saint Louis. 
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36. Dominican (1951). The Dominican Free Methodist 

Conference shtdl embrace all Free Methodist work in 
the country of the Dominican Republic. 

37. India (1961). The India Free Methodist Conference 
shall embrace all Free Methodist work in the country of 
India. 

38. Taiwan (1963). The Taiwan Free Methodist Con
ference shall embrace all Free Methodist work on the is
land of Taiwan. 

39. PhiUppine (1963). The PhUippine Free Methodist 
(Conference shall embrace all Free Methodist work in 
the RepubUc of the Philippines. 

40. Mexican (1964). The Mexican Conference of the 
Free Methodist Church shall embrace all Free Methodist 
work in Mexico not including Btga California, and the 
Mexictm work in Arizona. 

41. Mozambique and South Afidca Mines (1964). The 
Mozambique and South Africa Mines Conference shall 
embrace all Free Methodist work in the country of Mo
zambique, and in the Mines District work in South Af
rica. 

42. Natel-Transkei (1964), formerly South Africa 
(1907). The Natal-Transkei Free Methodist Conference 
shall embrace all Free Methodist work in the province of 
Natal, South Afidca, and the country of Transkei. 

43. Zimbabwe (1964). The Zunbabwe Free Methodist 
CJonference shall embrace all Free Methodist work in 
the country of Zimbabwe. 

44. Nikkei (1966). The Nikkei Conference shall em
brace all of the work of the Free Methodist Church 
among the Japanese p>eople in BrazU, 

45. BraziUan (1966), The Braziliem Conference shall 
embrace all of the work of the Free Methodist Church 
among the Brazilian people in Brazil. 

46. Haiti Inland (1979), The Haiti Inland Conference 
shall embrace all of the work of the Free Methodist 
Church in the country of Haiti, 
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47. Transvaal (1984). The Transvaal Conference shaU 
embrace all Free Methodist work in the provinces of 
Transvaal and Orange Free Stete, South Africa. 

48. Zaire Northeast (1985).* The Zaire Northeast 
Conference shall embrace the following districte in the 
Republic of Zaire, with delimitetions determined by the 
conference: Bisembe, Bukavu, Elembalemba, Kalemie, 
Kinshasa extension, Kitutu, Muramvya, Nundu, and 
Uvira. 

49. Zaire Southeast (1985).* The Zaire Southeast 
Conference shall embrace the foUowing districts in the 
Republic of Zaire, with delimitetions determined by the 
conference: Bwala, Fizi, Kabara, Kipupu, Lutabura, 
Minembwe, Mshimbakye, Mtumbala/Ananda, and 
Nehele/Mtambala. 

50. Hong Kong (1985). The Hong Kong Conference 
shall embrace all Free Methodist work in Hong Kong. 

51. Bumndi East (1985).** The Burundi East Confer
ence shall embrace the following districte in the Repub
lic of Burundi, with delimitetions determined by the 
Jurisdictional Conference of Burundi: Kibuye, Muyebe, 
Mweya, and Nkondo. 

51. Burundi West (1985).** The Burundi West Con
ference shall embrace the following districte in the Re
public of Burundi, with delimitetions determined by the 
Jurisdictional Conference of Burundi: Bujumbura, Cibi-
toke, Musenjd, Rutunga, and Rwintare. 

f 434. Any question of boundaries that may arise in 
the interim between General Conferences shall be re
ferred to the Administrative Commission. 

* Zaire Conference, organized in 1974, and divided into Zaire Northeast 
and Zaire Southeast m 1986. 

••Buriindi Conference, organized in 1961, and divided into Burundi East 
and Burundi West Conferences under the Burundi Jurisdictional Con
ference in 1986. 

NOTE: The Rwanda Conference was organized in 1965, and recognized 
as a General Conference in 1985. 
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C. J U R I S D I C T I O N A L C O N F E R E N C E 
ADMINISTRATION 

I . JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCE OR 
PROVISIONAL GENERAL CONFERENCE 

11435. A jurisdictional conference or a provisional 
general conference may be organized fi:t)m one or more 
annual conferences by the mutual agreement of the Free 
Methodist Church of North America and the annual con-
ference(s) involved. Such conference, when organized, 
may continue its given stetus, subject to periodic review, 
or may move toweud becoming a full general conference 
(see Par. 250). The constitution shall be drawn up and 
submitted for approval to the (Jeneral Conference. 

2, CANADL\N JURISDICTIONAL 
CONFERENCE 

1436. 1. There shall be a Jurisdictional Conference 
for Canada consisting of the Free Methodist Church in 
Canada, 

2, The governing body of the Canadian Jurisdic
tional Conference shall be composed of the delegates 
elected by the Canadian annual conferences to the (Jen
eral Conference of the Free Methodist Church of North 
America, as provided for in the BoOK OF DISCIPLINE and 
in harmony with the laws of Canada, 

3, At the close of the Ifist Canadian annual confer
ence, prior to the (Jeneral Conference, delegates elected 
to the (Jeneral Conference of the Free Methodist Church 
of North America shall teke office as the governing body 
of the Jurisdictional Conference. The members of this 
Jurisdictional Conference shall hold office until their 
successors have been elected. The governing body shall 
fill vacancies from among the elected reserve delegates, 

4, The (Jeneral Conference shall elect on separate 
ballot a Canadian citizen as a bishop, with the recom
mendation that he be assigned to Canada by the Board 
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of Bishops, with mtgor responsibilities in Canada, and 
that he reside in Canada. 

5. The JurisdictionEd Conference shall have the fol
lowing powers and duties conferred on it by the (Jeneral 
Conference and as set forth by the Act of Incorporation 
of the Free Methodist Church in Canada: 

a. To supervise and promote, in harmony with 
the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE and contractual 
agreemente, the evangelistic, educational, mis
sionary, benevolent, institutional, and other 
connectional intereste within ite territory. 

b. The Jurisdictional Conference may constitute a 
Board of (Jeneral and Home Missions, Evange
lism, and Pensions for the Free Methodist 
Church in Canada. 

c. The Jurisdictional Conference shall have gen
eral supervision of all matters perteining to 
the function of the Free Methodist Church in 
Canada and in accordtmce with ite constitution 
and bylaws. 

d. The Jurisdictional Conference shall cooperate 
with the General Conference in raising an 
amount of the United Ministries for Christ 
budget approved by the Canadian Jurisdic
tional Conference. 

6. Ministers who transfer from any Canadian confer
ence to any conference in the United States, or vice 
versa, shall, when they become pensioners, receive their 
apportionmente from the ministers' ponsion plan of the 
respoctive treasuries according to the years of service in 
each area. 

7. The office of the resident Canadian bishop and all 
of its attendant expenses shall be funded by the Free 
Methodist Church in Canada, beginning July 1, 1974. 

8. The Canadian Jurisdictional Conference shall 
form ite own budget, devise ite own funding procedures, 
and determine its own level of participation in the 
United Ministries for Christ. 
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3. BURUNDI JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCE 

f 437. 1. There shall be a Jurisdictional Conference 
for Burundi consisting of the Free Methodist Church in 
Burundi. 

2. The purpose of the Burundi Jurisdictional Confer
ence shall be: 

a. To spread the gospel in Burundi in order to 
buUd the kingdom of Christ in harmony with 
Free Methodist polity and doctrine. 

b. To pass to future generations biblical doctrines 
and practices as interpreted by the Wesleyan 
tradition. 

3. The governing body of the Burundi Jurisdictional 
Conference shall be composed of the bishop, the substi
tute legal representetive, the delegates to the most re
cent (Jeneral Conference of the Free Methodist Church 
of North America, eight ministerial and eight lay dele
gates from each annual conference, and the mission 
chairman ex officio. 

4. The (Jeneral Conference of North America shall 
elect, on a separate ballot, an elder, a Burundi citizen, 
as a bishop from the nominees presented by the Burundi 
Jurisdictional Conference. 

5. The bishop of the Burundi Jurisdictional Confer
ence shall be a member of the Board of Bishops of the 
General Conference of North America. He shall report 
annually to the Board of Administration of the Burundi 
Jurisdictional Conference or to the Jurisdictional Con
ference when it meete, 

6. The Burundi Jurisdictional Conference shall have 
powers and duties conferred upon it by the General Con
ference of North America and as set forth in ite con
stitution, including: 

a. To constitute the Free Methodist corporation in 
Burundi which shall hold in trust all real es
tete belonging to the Free Methodist Church in 

137 



Par. 440 GENERAL CONFERENCE 

Burundi for the use and benefit of its mem
bership. 

b. To have general supervision of all matters per
taining to the functions of the Free Methodist 
Church in Burundi. 

c. To be responsible for all activities such as: wo
men's classes, Bible schools, development pro
jecte, medical work, literature work, requesting 
and assigning missionaries, interdenomi
national and cooporative relationships includ
ing the Protestant Council, legal representa
tion, scholarships, and other ministries as need 
may arise. 

d. To form a Board of Administration to carry on 
the work during the interim between meetings 
of the Burundi Jurisdictional Conference. 

e. To establish budgete and raise funds to support 
the work, particulfuly the office of the bishop 
and the process of legal representetion. 

D. G E N E R A L ADMINISTRATION 
1, GENERAL CONFERENCE 

"It is desired that all things be considered as in the 
immediate presence of God; that every person speak 
freely whatever is in his heart. While we are conversing, 
let us have an especial care to set God edways before us. 
In the intermediate hours, let us redeem all the time we 
can for private exercises. Therein let us give ourselves 
to prayer for one another, and for a blessing on our 
labor," — John Wesley, Large Minutes. 

1440. 1, The (Jeneral Conference shall be composed 
of the bishopjs and an equal number of ministerial and 
lay delegates to be elected by the annual conferences, at 
their last sessions prior to the session of the (Jeneral 
Conference, except that conferences held within three 
months of the General Conference may elect their dele-
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gates the year before. For further directions see Para
graphs 280-283. 

2. A delegate to the General Conference is not a 
member until he is present with his credentials and has 
been seated. 

H 441. Conferences of mission origin may send their 
delegates to General Conference as provided for in their 
several constitutions which have been approved by the 
(Jeneral Conference. 

H 442. The General Conference shall meet every 
four years at the time and place determined by the 
Board of Administration, in accordance with the Con
stitution, Paragraph 284, which also prescribes the pro
cedure for calling extra sessions. The Friday preceding 
every (Jeneral Conference shall be observed by our peo
ple as a day of fasting and prayer, 

H 443. The officers to preside at the sittings of the 
(Jeneral Conference, the number of members required 
for a quorum, and the method of voting are defined in 
the Constitution, Paragraphs 285, 288, and 289, 

H 444. 1. Each regular session of the (Jeneral Con
ference shall elect by ballot two or more traveling elders 
as bishops to serve as the pastoral overseers of various 
areas of the denomination (see Pars, 436, Sec, 4; 437, 
Sec. 4). The Board of Administration shaU be authorized 
to employ suitable personnel in the leadership of the 
various church ministries, such as outreach, missions, 
education, publishing, stewardship, and administration. 

2. The (Jeneral (Conference shall elect one traveling 
elder and one layman from each of the (Jeneral Confer
ence administrative districte, with the exception of the 
district embracing the conferences of mission origin from 
which two elders and two laymen shall be elected. 
These, with the bishops and the secretary of the (Jeneral 
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Conference, shall constitute the Board of Administra
tion. The elective members of the board,, a m^ority of 
whom must be members of the General Conference 
electing them, shall first have been nominated by the 
delegates from their (Jeneral (Conference administrative 
districte. In making the nominations the delegates of a 
district shall vote by ballot. Except in cases in which 
one annual conference forms an administrative district, 
the minister and the layman shall not be from the same 
annual conference. 

f 445. The General (Conference secretary shall con
tinue in office untU his successor is named and shall be 
custodian of the (Jeneral Conference records and jour
nals. He shall also keep a record of conscientious objec
tors reported to him by the annual conference secre-
teries as ordered in Paragraphs 332 and 409, Section 
2(h). (See Par. 451, Sec. 5.) 

1446. The General Conference is the only legisla
tive body in the church. It alone has the power to au
thorize a denominational referendum or survey of opin
ion. It shall have full power to make ndes and regu
lations for our church, under the Umitetions and restric
tions described in Paragraphs 225-228. Roberfs Rules of 
Order in the latest edition shall be the standard of par
liamentary procedure in the General Conference ses
sions. 

H 447. It is the inalienable right of any annual con
ference, district conference, society, or individual mem
ber of the Free Methodist Church to submit proteste, 
petitions, or resolutions to the (Jeneral Conference and 
to have them fully heard. Such papors must be intro
duced by a member of the (Jeneral Conference and be 
subject to the rules of that body. 
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H 448. The annual conferences shall be grouped into 
nineteen (Jeneral Conference administrative districte, as 
follows: 

No. 1 — East Michigan 
No. 2 — Genesee 
No. 3 — Pacific Northwest 
No, 4 — Pitteburgh 
No. 5 — Southern California-Arizona 
No, 6 — Southern Michigan 
No. 7 — Wabash 
No. 8 — California, Oregon 
No. 9 — Central Illinois, Iowa 
No. 10 — Canada East, Canada Great Lakes, 

Canada West 
No. 11 — Centenary, New York, Susquehanna, 

United Kingdom-Great Britain, United Kingdom-
Northern Ireland 

No. 12 — Illinois-Wisconsin, North Michigan 
No. 13 — Ohio, Oil City 
No. 14 — Great Plains, Oklahoma 
No. 15 — Atlantic Southeast, Florida, Maryland-

Virginia 
No. 16 — Kentucky-Tennessee, Louisiana, Ozark, 

Texas 
No. 17 — Columbia River, Minn-I-Kota, Rocky 

Mountain 
No. 18 — Pacific Coast Japanese, Pacific Coast Latin 

American 
No. 19 — Brazilian, Burundi East, Burundi West, 

Dominican, Haiti Inland, Hong Kong, India, Mexican, 
Mozambique and South Africa Mines, Natel-Transkei, 
Nikkei, Philippine, Taiwan, Transvaal, Zaire Northeeist, 
Zaire Southeast, Zimbabwe. 
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2. BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION 
(The detailed organizational structure of the Board of 
Administration and ite commissions can be found in the 
BOOK OF DISCIPLINE, Part n.) 

H 449. The Board of Administration shall be elected 
by the General Conference as outlined in Paragraph 
444, Section 2. It shall have general organizational, 
promotional, and supervisory powers over all the ac
tivities of the church during the interim between (Jen
eral Conference sessions. 

The Board of Administration shcdl meet immediately 
at the close of the General Conference and shall or
ganize itself into commissions, and assign its work to 
commissions, committees, and boards as it shall deter
mine. 

The Board of Administration shall have power to 
employ suitable personnel in the leadership of the vari
ous church ministries (Par. 444, Sec. 1), to elect ite offi
cers, to accept resignations and fill vacancies, and to 
remove for cause any of ite members or any denomi
national executive, subject to the provisions of the BOOK 
OF DISCIPLINE. Termination of membership in the Free 
Methodist Church shall automatically terminate mem
bership on the Board of Administration. No General 
Conference officer other than the bishops and the secre
tary shall be a member of the Board of Administration. 
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CHAPTER V 

THE ORDAINED MINISTRY 

PREAMBLE 
f 500. From biblical times, the people of God have 

set apart and commissioned special persons for particu
lar tesks of leadership. These persons are marked by an 
inward call of the Holy Spirit and a corresponding call
ing of the church. They are formally set apart for the 
ministry of public ordination, including the laying on of 
hands after the pattern of the early church. 

Persons in the ministerial orders of the Free Method
ist Church are characterized by both gifts and graces — 
special endowmente of ability and quaUties of character. 
Both have their source in the enabling Holy Spirit. The 
church must discern those who have these endowmente, 
but ordination is always first and foremost an act of 
God's calling and appointment. 

Ministers may carry out their task under appoint
ment to a particular congregation or in other assign-
mente of the church. In either case, their task includes 
preaching and teaching the Word of (Jod, intercessory 
prayer, the administration of the sacramente, pastoral 
care, and other activities which witness to righteousaess 
in everyday life. Free Methodist ministers know that a 
healthy church is characterized by vital worship, Chris
tian nurture, evangelistic and social concern. As ser-
vante of the church, they commit themselves to equip)-
ping of the whole body of believers to these ends. 

The ordained ministry is both a calling and a profes
sion. It is a calling in that it is a response to a divine 
summons to service. It is a profession in that this ser
vice is worked out under the direction of the church 
which sete ministers apart as leaders and requires ac
countability. In a long Methodist tradition, the following 
advices are given ministers. 
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A. ADVICE TO T H E MINISTER 

1. PERSONAL LIFE 

11501. 1. Divine Resources. Trust (Jod. His power 
gives you all things necessary for life and godliness (2 
Peter 1:3). He has not given you the spirit of timidity, 
but of love, power, and a sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7). 
Spiritual resources are mediated to you through Scrip)-
ture, prayer, and the sacramente, and also through the 
people of (Jod and Ufe itself. 

2. Devotional Life. Practice private, family, and pub
Uc prayers. Include adoration, confession, petition, inter
cession, and thanksgiving. Make prayer a daily means 
of grace. Fast as health pormite. Search the Scriptures. 
Read the Bible systematically, using commentaries. 
Meditate upon what you read. Seek to put what you 
leam into practice. Take every opportunity to partake of 
the Lord's Suppor, 

3, Use of Time. Be disciplined. Live an orderly and 
balanced life. Exercise the stewardship of time. Resist 
laziness and compulsive work, 

4. Personal Health. Master and apply the rules of 
healthful living, especially with regards to eating, rest, 
exercise, and the management of stress. Set an example 
for those you lead. 

5. Family Life. Be faithfid to your marriage vows (1 
Timothy 3:2). Show honor to your spouse in private and 
public. Take time for your fanuly. Manage your children 
with loving discipline (1 Timothy 3:4-5). If not married, 
consult with your leaders before taking steps toward 
marriage. 

6. Conversation. Listen careftdly; it is more than half 
of good conversation. Use language prudently. Avoid 
slang and jargon. Stete opinions temperately and with 
grace. Express yourself clearly and precisely. 

7. Personal Ethics. Love your neighbor as yourself. 
Spoak evil of no one. Manage money as a stewardship. 
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Keep debts within bounds and model wise and disci
plined spending. Tithe as the starting point for the 
generous giving of your means. Be discreet with the op)-
posite sex. Respect your peers in ministry. Honor the 
work of your predecessors. Keep your ordination vows. 

8. Etiquette. Own an up-to-date book on etiquette 
and practice ite instructions with regards to teble man
ners, introductions, and the like. Good manners are 
never offensive; bad manners fdways are. 

2, PROFESSIONAL LIFE 

H 510. 1. Preaching and Teaching. 
Spend your mornings in study and prayer. When in

terruptions come, set aside other time so that you come 
before your people prepared. 

Seek divine unction. Preaching is only effective when 
anointed by God's Spirit. 

Use suitable Scriptures for each occasion. Prepare 
your messages thoroughly. Stay with your subject. 
Preach to the needs of the poople. 

Expound the Scriptures systematically. Seek divine 
leadership in choice of subjecte. (Consult the Christian 
calendar to give balance to your preaching. 

Use simple words. Avoid affected gestures, cliches, 
and tired phrases. Pronounce words properly. 

Speak with conviction. Practice what you preach. 
Teach with clarity. Present truth in an orderly way. 

Use various methods. Give opportunity for dialogue. 
Seek by preaching and teaching to bring about 

change in understanding and conduct. 
2. Worship. 
Plan services of worship with care. Incorporate 

prayers. Scripture readings, hymns, and preaching. Seek 
a balance between ordered worship and spontaneous 
witness. Focus attention on (Jod in all His attributes. 

Lead the people. Call them to worship. Set an ex
ample by the way you conduct yourself 
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Teach your poople to worship. Involve the congrega
tion. Use lay persons wisely. Give attention to the chil
dren. 

Prepare the substance of your prayers in advance but 
pray extemporaneously. Expect people to know the pres
ence of (Jod. 

Whatever the theme of the service, always speak a 
good word in dismissal. 

3. Pastoral Care. 
Make at least fifteen pastoral visits each week, in 

homes, institutions, and elsewhere. Give priority to 
evangelistic calls. Expect to win people to Christ and 
His church. 

Call regularly on the sick. 
Give special attention to the elderly, confined, and 

distressed. Be with your people when they pass through 
crucial momente: birth, marriage, tragedy, honor, death. 

Make yourself available for pastoral counseling. 
Convey by your manner and words an openness to 
human needs. Take advantage of opportunities to help 
people who seek guidance. Give consideration to a pro
per place for counseling. Develop skills for pastoral care. 
Make professional referrals when needed. 

Provide instruction in sex education, preparation for 
marriage, and pastoral premarital counseling, using 
graded materials (see Par. 470, Sec, 7). 

Admonish those under your care with honesty and 
love. Be understanding. In controversy, do not form 
hasty conclusions. Hear all sides of a matter. Be re
demptive, 

Maintein high professional standards. Conduct your
self always as in the presence of Christ, Preserve confi
dentiality. 

Keep careful records. Give summary reporte regu
larly to your official bofud, 

(Conduct membership cleisses. Teach and counsel your 
people in doctrine, polity, and church history. Provide 
classes for the chUdren. 
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4. Administration. 
Attend to the administration of the church; this is 

part of your task. Good administration promotes pur
pose, harmony, and growth. Do things in an orderly 
manner. Schedule board and committee meetings regu
larly. 

Help your people to discover and use their spiritual 
gifte. Mobilize for ministry. 

Keep abreast of the activities of all departmente of 
your church. Give leadership in setting goals. 

Submit to those in authority over you. Model loyalty 
to your denomination. Use the denominational hjminal, 
educational materials, and periodicals. Promote United 
Ministries for Christ and other general church minis
tries. 

* * * 
In summary, the ordained ministry is a high and 

holy calling. (Jod enables those He calls. Rekindle the 
gift that is in you through the lajdng on of hands. 

B. R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S O F P A S T O R S 

f 515. The duties of a minister who has the charge 
of a pastoral appointment are: 

1. To look aifter the spiritual and temporal intereste 
of the church or churches to which he is appointed. 

2. To receive and dismiss members according to the 
BOOK OF DISCIPLINE; provided, however, that no porson 
shall be recorded on the register as "withdrawn at his 
own request" until the action is approved by the official 
board. 

3. To see that the other ministers on his pastoral 
charge behave well and need nothing. 

4. To examine each of the leaders concerning the 
method of leading the Christian growth group (class), 
observe which leaders are the most useful and have 
these meet the other groups as often as possible, and see 
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tha t all the leaders are persons not only of sound judg
ment, but truly devoted to (Jod. (See also Par. 620, Sec. 
4.) 

5. To hold wateh-night services and love feaste. 
6. To give instruction concerning the meaning and 

observance of the Lord's Supper. 
7. To celebrate the Lord's Supper quarterly and more 

often when possible,* 
8. To take care that every society is duly supphed 

with books, 
9. To take an exact account of all members, includ

ing every one whose name is on a society roU, keeping 
the names of local elders, local deacons, local preachers, 
and lay ministers properly distinguished, and deliver it 
to the annua l conference, t ha t their number may be 
printed in the Yearbook. 

10, To enter the following information in the perma
nent record book furnished him by the official board as 
prescribed in Paragraph 402, Section 8: 

a, A complete and up-to-date account of all bap)-
tisms, weddings, and funerals; 

b. A list of the names and addresses of all mem
bers of the societies, with t ime and method of 
reception, date of bir th and baptism, comple
tion of pastoral instruction classes of each, and 
t i m e and reason for t e r m i n a t i o n of mem
bership. 

11, To report quarterly to the official board the en
tries made in the record book during the qusuter, 

12, To leave to his successor a particular account of 
the society, with the permanent record book and a list of 
the subscribers to our periodicals, 

13, To give an account of his pastoral charge a t every 
session of the district conference, with the s tatement 
that the detailed records are up to date. 

* All persons appointed as pastors are authorized to administer the sac
rament of the Lord's Supper to their respective congregations. 
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14. To enforce vigorously, but calmly, all the rules of 
the society. 

15. As soon as there Eire four behevers in any place to 
put them into a Christian growth group (class), 

16. To meet the societies and Christian growth groups 
(classes); to visit the sick; to visit all porsons in the con
gregation whenever practicable, 

17. To welcome the use of £dl means of procleunation 
and evangelism which can be effectively implemented 
and financed, 

18. To warn all from time to time that none are to 
remove from one society to another without a letter of 
transfer from the pastor. 

19. To recommend eveiywhere decency and cleanli
ness. 

20. To use the membership covenant once a year in 
every society, 

21. To see that the trustees are elected and that the 
real estete belonging to the church is secured according 
to the civU laws. 

22. To see that no steps are taken involving the soci
ety in financial liability, without the consent of the offi
cial board. 

23. To warn the people of the evil consequences to 
themselves £uid the church of God, of covetousness and 
withholding of their means from supporting the gospol, 
and to urge upon all and to preach upon systematic and 
proportionate giving, encouraging our people to tithe 
their incomes. (See Par. 804.) 

24. To see that all financial obligations ordered by the 
conference are raised in full, 

25. To send the name and address of any person of his 
constituency who moves from his community to the pas
tor or superintendent of the Free Methodist Church in 
the conference to which such person moves. (See Par. 
481, Sec. l:b:5.) 

26. To execute all the rules fully and strenuously 
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against frauds, emd particularly against dishonest insol
vencies, membership in secret societies, labor and 
capitalistic orgEtnizations contravening Paragraphs 321 
and 338, and to suffer none to remain in our church who 
are found guilty thereof. 

27, Pastors who are not members of a conference shall 
not employ evangelists who are not members of our 
church, without first consulting with and securing the 
consent of the suporintendent and the official board, 

28, To provide for the culture of converts by such in
struction and encouragement as will help them go on 
into a definite experience of entire stinctification; to in
form youth and preptuatory members of the privileges, 
duties, and responsibilities of membership, using par
ticularly Belonging, the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE, the history 
of the Free Methodist Church, and such other materials 
as the church provides; and to form classes for the pur
pose wherever practicable, but in no case neglecting to 
see that each person receives this care, 

29, To remind the board of Christian education of the 
urgency of using Free Methodist Sunday school cur
riculum materials in every Sunday school class and to 
promote the use of the denominational magazine by 
every member, 

30, To provide opportunities for local preachers to de
termine and develop their gifts for ministry in such 
ways as: 

a. Proclaiming the gospol, 
b. Assisting the pastor in visitetion. 
c. Assisting in conducting public worship services. 
d. Participating fully in the local church program 

of witnessing to the unsaved, winning them to 
Christ, and nurturing them in Christian liv
ing. 

31, To porform the following duties on special occa
sions: 

a. To observe Christian College Day. 
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b. To hold a Children's Day service the second 
Sunday in June. 

c. To preach a sermon on practical charity (Par. 
463, Sec. 6). 

d. To read Wesley's sermon on Evil Speaking. 
e. To use the membership covenant once a year in 

every society. 
f. To see that a day of fasting and prayer be 

planned in every society on the first day of 
each month and at such other times as re
quired by the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE (Pars. 407; 
430, Sec. 2; 442; 481, Sec. l:a:4). 

g. To foster Sunday schools and child evangelism, 
h. To promote on a regular basis spiritual growth 

and renewal through revival meetings and re
vival preaching, 

i. To encourage and engage in regular prison 
ministry. 

32. To promote Free Methodist missions through a 
year-round program of missions emphasis in cooporation 
with the local board of world missions and the local mis
sions coordinator. (See Par. 496.) 

1516. Adequate arrsmgemente should be made for 
services to be held during the absence of the pastor at 
the time of annual conference and/or camp meeting. 
Licensed local preachers or lay ministers should be em
ployed for such services if possible. 
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C. EXAMINATION OF LOCAL PREACHERS 
H 520. 1. A local preacher is a fiiU adult member of 

the Free Methodist Church who is seriously considering 
a call to full-time Christian ministry. Before being 
granted a license the local preacher shall have been a 
member of the church long enough to have given evi
dence of possessing those qualities and gifts normally 
expected of a Christian minister. Spirituality and good 
conduct and attitudes are the qualities desired. A local 
preacher shall be amenable to instruction, supervision, 
and related discipUne to assure growth in grace, knowl
edge, and usefulness to the church. The conditions for 
licensing of local preachers are given in Paragraph 402, 
Section 12. 

2. Candidates for local preacher's license shall be 
examined and approved by the board of ministerial edu
cation and guidance with particular attention to doctri
nal soundness. 

3. The following questions shall be asked in the 
presence of the official board to determine the candi
date's understanding of the call of (Jod to the ministry, 
and quaUty of spiritual Ufe: 

a. When and how did you come to know Christ as 
Savior and Lord? 

b. What is your understanding of the doctrine of 
entire sanctification? 

c. Have you exporienced the fiillness of the Holy 
Spirit in your life? 

d. Are you.open to the call of (Jod to full-time 
ministry? 

e. What preparations and plans are you mtiking 
in order to follow (Jod's will for your Ufe? 

f. What types of ministry and witness do you 
plan to participate in as a local preacher? 

4. Upon the satisfactory answering of the above 
questions, the official board may issue a local preacher's 
Ucense and assign responsibiUty for counsel and guid-
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ance to the pastor and/or the pastor's cabinet. This ac
tion will be communicated to the society, the board of 
ministerial education and guidance, and the denomi
national Department of Higher Education and the 
Ministry. 

5. Upon being Ucensed, local preachers shall main
tain their membership in a local church and be members 
of the official board. 

6. The local preacher's license is subject to annual 
review and renewal by the official board. If the local 
preacher is not in college or seminary, he will follow the 
course of study for lay ministers provided for in Para
graph 601. After four renewals, if the local preacher has 
not become a ministerial candidate or is not in college or 
seminary with that objective in mind, the license wUl be 
discontinued. The person shall then be advised to serve 
in another relationship, e.g., as a Ucensed lay minister. 
(For instructions regarding the duties of local preachers,] 
see Par. 515, Sec. 30.) 

1521. A local preacher appointed as a supply shall 
hold membership in the church served. 

H 522. A local preacher appointed by a ministerial 
appointmente committee to have charge of a society may 
solemnize marriages in that place if civil law pormite. 
Such local preachers also have the right to administer 
the sacramente of baptism and the Lord's Suppor. 
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D. MINISTERS AND ANNUAL 
CONFERENCES 

1. RECEPTION AS MINISTERIAL CANDIDATE 
H 530. 1. Qualifications for reception as a ministe

rial candidate in an annual conference: 
a. Must be a licensed local preacher in good 

standing. 
b. Must be recommended by the district confer

ence or board of ministerial education and 
guidance. 

c. Must be recommended by the board of ministe
rial education and guidance of the receiving 
conference. 

d. Must have met preliminary educational re
quiremente as outlined in Paragraph 477.2 and 
have fUed with the director of the Division of 
Ministerial Education and Guidance a tran
script of all post-secondary credite earned and 
also a Personal Date Sheet proporly conipleted. 

2. No candidate who has been divorced shall be ad
mitted te the conference as a ministerial candidate or in 
fidl membership until approved by the Board of Bishops. 
This shall also apply to a candidate whose spouse has 
been thus divorced. Divorce prior to conversion shall not 
in itself bar a candidate from consideration for confer
ence membership. 

3. The board of ministerial education and guidance 
shall examine porsons for the relationship of ministerial 
candidate by considering the following questions: 

a. Is the candidate holy and loving in all personal 
relationships? 

b. Has the candidate gifte as well as graces for 
the ministry? 

c. Does the candidate have good judgment, 
adequate discernment of the things of (Jod, and 
a proper understanding of salvation by faith? 
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d. Is the candidate able to speak effectively? 
e. Does the candidate present the gospel with doc

trinal integrity? 
f. Are people convinced of sin and converted to 

(Jod by the candidate's preaching and witness? 
4. A ministerial candidate shall be allowed a 

maximum of four years to complete the course of study 
required for admission into the conference in ftdl mem
bership (see Par, 477,3), If he should fail to complete the 
course of study in that time, his stetus as a ministerial 
candidate may be continued only upon recommendation 
of the board of ministerial education and guidance, 

5, At an appropriate time the ministerial candidates 
will be called before the annual conference, and the 
president shall say: 

The leaders and members of this annual con
ference, having observed your Christian Ufe and 
conduct, feel you are endowed with the gifts of 
ministerial leadership. The board of ministerial 
education and guidance has carefully inquired 
into your qualifications and has presented you as 
a candidate for membership. We offer our words of 
encouragement and congratulations. We know you 
take seriously this first step on the road to ordi
nation. We expect you to give yourself diligently 
in prayer and study in preparation for effective 
ministry. That you may fix your eyes more clearly 
upon your goal we ask you the following ques
tions: 
a. Do you acknowledge Jesus Christ as your Lord 

and Savior and offer yourself in service to Him 
as a ministerial candidate in the An
nual Conference of the Free Methodist Church? 

Answer: I do. 

b. Recognizing that being a ministerial candidate 
in this annual conference is an important step 
toward fiill membership and ordination, do you 
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pledge to equip yourself spiritually, morally, 
and intellectually for the Christian ministry? 

Answer: I do, 

c. Will you seek and accept the guidance of your 
superintendent and the board of ministerial 
education and guidance to fidfill these goals? 

Answer: I will. 

The president of the conference wiU present a certifi
cate to the newly received ministerial candidate, 

2. RECEPTION INTO FULL MEMBERSHIP 

H 531. 1, A traveUng preacher may be received into 
fiill membership and be reported as having a seat in the 
conference after having heen employed in the regular 
itinerant work two successive years subsequent to his 
reception as a ministerial candidate and edter satisfac
torily completing the required course of study (Par. 
477,3) and giving satisfactory answers to the following 
questions: 

a. Have you faith in Christ? 
b. Have you present assurance that your sins are 

forgiven? 
c. Do you believe that purity of heart and life and 

empowerment for service, through the fullness 
of the Spirit, is a privilege and responsibility 
to be experienced by every Christian? 

d. Do you now possess that cleansing of heart and 
empowerment for service which accompany the 
fullness of the Holy Spirit? (If the candidate 
should answer "No," then ask: 

Will you through study, counsel, and prayer 
seek this expierience until you obtahi it? 

Alternate: Will you make this your purpose?) 
e. Are you resolved to devote yourself to (Jod and 

the work to which He calls you? 
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f. Do you partake of the sacrament of the Lord's 
Suppor when it is offered? 

g. Since you have studied our BOOK OF DISCI
PLINE, will you abide by ite instructions? 

h. Will you endeavor to effectively communicate 
the message God lays upon your heart? 

i Will you see that the children and youth are 
properly instructed and cared for? 

j . Will you visit, ministering to those within and 
without the church? 

k. Will you recommend fasting and prayer, both 
by teaching and example? 

1, Will you, without being sectarian, promote the 
Free Methodist Church and its ministries in 
building the kingdom of God? 

2. For restrictions upon the admission of divorced 
persons, see Section 2 of the preceding paragraph. 

3. ORDINATION CREDENTIALS 
f 532. 1. Every minister, whether local or itinerant, 

whose ordination is recognized by an annual conference, 
shall be entitled to a parchment from the president of 
the conference, certifying the fact of his ordination. A 
duplicate copy of the parchment for ministers received 
after June 10, 1969, shall be remitted by the president 
of the conference for retention and pormanent filing by 
the Division of Ministerial Education and Guidance. 

2. An ordinated minister in good standing who unites 
with another church or is granted permission to with
draw from the Free Methodist Church, shall deposit his 
parchmente with the secretary of the conference and re
ceive a receipt for them. If he does not deposit his 
parchmente with the secretary of the annual conference 
from which he has withdrawn, his parchmente shall be 
declared null and void by action of the annual confer
ence. 

3. A minister who is expelled from the church, or is 
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aUowed to withdraw under charges, must surrender his 
parchments. If he refuses or neglects to deposit his 
parchments with the secretary Of the conference from 
which he has separated, the conference shall by official 
action declare them null and void. 

4. In the event of the loss of ordination ptu-chmente, 
a certified duplicate copy shall be made available 
through the Division of Ministerial Education and 
Guidance according to procedures esteblished by the de
partment. 

4. TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP 

f 533. 1. To transfer to another annual conference 
a minister must have a certificate of standing from the 
district conference, the board of ministerial education 
and guidance, or the annual conference. This certificate 
is valid until the ensuing annual conference to which 
the certificate is given. 

2. Only an annual conference or ite board of ministe
rial education and guidance may give a certificate of 
standing to a minister intending to join another denom
ination. Membership in the conference and the church 
terminates upon the giving of such a certificate. 

3. A conference minister who unites with another 
denomination without having requested or received from 
our church proper credentials of withdrawal may, upon 
satisfactory evidence of that fact, be declared withdrawn 
by a majority vote of the conference. 

4. A minister who is serving a conference and who 
plans employment elsewhere the succeeding year shaU 
notify his superintendent prior to the sixty-day period 
immediately preceding the session of the annual confer
ence, or, failing to give such notice prior to the specified 
date, shall apply to the board of ministerial education 
and guidance for pormission to withdraw from the ser
vice of the. conference at the close of the current confer
ence year. 
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5. RECEPTION FROM OTHER 
DENOMINATIONS 

II534. 1. Ministers from other evangelical churches 
who desire to unite with the Free Methodist Church 
may be received according to our procedures, provided 
that they: 

a. Satisfy an annual conference of holding 
ministerial orders. 

b. Give satisfactory answers to the questions 
which we propose to: 
(1) lay persons for full membership; 
(2) ministers for admission to annual confer

ence membership. 
c. Indicate agreement with our doctrine, disci

pline, government, and usages. 
d. Submit full academic credentials to the De

partment of Higher Education and the Minis
try. 

e. Complete courses in Free Methodist History 
and Polity and in Arminian-Wesleyan theol
ogy. 

f. Be certified by the Department of Higher Edu
cation and the Ministry and by the board of 
ministerial education and guidance. 

g. Give evidence of appropriate gifte, graces, and 
usefiilness, 

2, In determining the level of ordination to be rec
ognized, equivalency is of most importance. No person 
may attain ordination status more easily by transfer 
from another denomination than through following the 
requirements of the BoOK OF DISCIPLINE for all Free 
Methodist ministers. The candidates must qualify in 
fidl, both academically and in itinerant service, 

3, Csuididates recognized as deacons or elders shall 
be given an appropriate certificate in lieu of ordination 
parchments. 
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4. We do not recognize the credentials of a minister 
from another denomination if he has remarried and has 
a divorced wife living, or if his wife has a divorced hus
band living, unless at the request of the board of 
ministerial education and guidance, the Board of 
Bishops has reviewed and approved admission into the 
conference. 

6. TERMINATION OF CONFERENCE 
MEMBERSHIP 

f 535. Conference membership may be terminated 
by: 

1. Voluntary location. 
2. Location through action of the conference under 

the provisions of Ptiragraphs 421-422. 
3. Ceasing to travel or to do the work assigned, 

without proper consent (see Par. 552). 
4. Withdrawal with consent of the conference (Pars. 

428, Sec. 13, and 533, Sec. 2). 
A minister who leaves the church after complainte 

have been lodged against him and who regains mem
bership by any means, shall not be allowed to exercise 
any of the functions of the ministerial office until he has 
given satisfaction to the conference to which he belonged 
at the time of leaving the church. 

E. DEACONS AND E L D E R S 

II550. Traveling Deacons: 
1. A minister who has been employed in the regular 

itinerant work for two successive years after his recepi-
tion as a ministerial candidate and who has satisfactor
ily completed the course of study (see Par. 477.3) may be 
constituted a traveling deacon by a majority vote of the 
conference and the laying on of hands of the president. 
On mission fields, the conference shall have authority to 
elect him to the deacon's office sooner if it is judged 
expodient. 
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2. The deacon has the authority to baptize, to of
ficiate in marriage ceremonies, to administer the Lord's 
Supper, and, when appointed to a charge, to perform all 
the other responsibilities of a traveling minister. 

1551. Traveling Elders: 
1. Every traveling deacon shall exercise that office 

two years before he is eligible to the office of elder, ex
cept in the case of missions, when the conference shall 
have authority to elect him to the elder's office sooner if 
it is judged expedient, A traveling deacon who has satis
factorily completed the course of study for traveling 
ministers (see Par, 477,4) shall be constituted a travel
ing elder by a majority vote of the conference and by the 
laying on of the hands of the president and of some of 
the elders present. 

2. In time of vrar the Board of Bishops shall have 
authority to elect to elder's orders an ordained deacon 
who has completed only a part of the two-year time re
quirement of Paragraph 477.4, if he is an approved can
didate for the chaplaincy in the army or the navy of the 
United Stetes and has been recommended by his confer
ence. 

3. The election to elder's orders constitutes the ac
knowledgement of the EOinual conference that the person 
so elected and ordained has fulfilled the ecclesiastical 
requiremente to participate in the larger administrative 
and leadership roles of the church. 

It is the duty of an elder to administer baptism and 
the Lord's Suppor, to officiate in marriage ceremonies 
and all parte of divine worship, and, when appointed to 
a charge, to perform all the responsibilities of a travel
ing minister. 

11 552. No elder or deacon who, except in case of 
sickness, inabUity, or other unavoidable circumstances, 
ceases to travel without the consent of the annual con
ference, certified under the hand of the president of the 

163 



Par. 553 EVANGELISTS 

conference, shall exercise the poculiar fimctions of his 
office or even be aUowed to preach among us; neverthe
less, the final determination of the case rests with the 
annual conference. (See Par. 706.) 

H 553. A ministerial member of a conference who 
divorces or is divorced by the spouse may not remarry 
whUe the former spouse lives until the Board of Bishops 
reviews the case and determines that the minister has 
scriptural grounds for remarriage. A minister who mar
ries contrary to these guidelines shall not be reap
pointed by the annual conference. This provision shall 
apply to a minister whose spouse has been divorced from 
a mate who stUl lives. 

No person may be appointed to serve as a supply 
pastor who does not meet the qualifications of a minister 
outlined in Paragraphs 530, Section 2, and 553. 

1554 1. In the case of ethnic ministries, where cir
cumstances warrant, upon recommendation of the board 
of ministerial education and guidance, or, in the case of 
extension districte, the Department of Evangelism and 
Church Growth, and upon approval of the area bishop, 
candidates may be ordained having earned less than the 
normally required itinerant credite. 

2. An ordained deacon may be allowed to serve as 
acting superintendent or as assistant to the conference 
suporintendent for ethnic districte untU such time as a 
qualified elder is available for the position, 

F . EVANGELISTS 

H 560. Evangeliste are a class called of (Jod to pro
mote revivals and to spread the gospel of Christ abroad 
in the land, but not necessarily called to pastoral 
charges or to government in the church. 

1. General evangeliste devoting full time to their 
ministry are approved by the Commission on Evange-
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lism. Conference evangelists are those limited by cir
cumstances to a part-time ministry. 

2. All evangeliste are amenable to the annual con
ference of which they are a member. 

3. No evangelist shall appoint or hold meetings 
where they will interfere with the regular work of any 
society, without the consent of the pastor and the super
intendent. 

G. C H A P L A I N S 

H 565. The Free Methodist Church of North 
America provides ministry to persons in special situa
tions beyond the local church, such as in the mUitary, 
prisons, institutions, and law enforcement agencies, 
through ordained ministers who are chaplains. 

H 566. Ecclesiastical chaplain endorsement proce
dures and guidelines of the Free Methodist Church of 
North America are established by ite Commission on 
Christian Education and approved by the Board of Ad
ministration. Endorsement procedures are printed in a 
Chaplain Guidelines Manual. 

11567. The Free Methodist Church of North 
America hereby recognizes the Association of Chaplains, 
whose name is The Free Methodist Chaplains Associa
tion of North America, together with ite constitution 
and duly elected officers. 

H. R E T I R E D M I N I S T E R S 

11570. A minister may be retired because of failing 
health, or upon reaching age sixty-five; otherwise he 
shall be retired at the time of the annual conference fol
lowing his seventieth birthday. The question as to his 
disability shall be determined by his conference, on the 
recommendation of the ministerial appointmente com
mittee. His district conference relation shall be fixed by 
the ministerial appointmente committee. 
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II 571. If, in the interim of conferences, a retired 
minister moves where attendance at the district confer
ence in which his relation was fixed is inconvenient, 
upon his request he may be transferred within the 
bounds of his annual conference to any convenient dis
trict conference by ite superintendent with the consent 
of that district conference. 

I. S U P E R I N T E N D E N T S 

f 580. It shaU be the duty of a conference or district 
superintendent: 

1. To look after the spiritual and temporal interests 
of the churches within his assigned area; to take charge 
of pastoral charges without pastors; and to have general 
oversight of the work in his area. 

2. To see that the pormanent record book of each so
ciety is kept up to date and that all other parte of the 
BOOK OF DISCIPLINE are enforced. 

3. To visit each church as he deems is in the best 
intereste of the work. He may hold an official board, a 
society, or an annual meeting in connection with the 
visite. 

4. To visit a pastoral charge when in an emergency 
the official board requeste him to do so. He or his desig
nee shall then have power to call an official board, a so
ciety, or an annual meeting £md preside over it. The 
pastoral charge sending for him shaU pay his traveUng 
expenses. 

5. To convene and preside over district meetings or 
area conventions, workshops, and rallies in cooporation 
with the intereste and needs of the varied organizations 
of the conference as is deemed necessary and advisable 
by the conference bo£ird of administration. 

6. To labor as an evangelist in his assigned area 
when directed to do so by the annual conference. 

7. To maintain close contact with the ministers 
under his care for the purpose of encouragement and 
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counsel by meeting periodically with them. He shall be 
a pastor to pastors. 

8. To recommend appointment, reception, suspen
sion, and change of ministers in his assigned area to the 
ministerial appointmente committee in the interim be
tween the annual reading of the appointmente. 

9. To see that deeds of lands upon which it is pro
posed to build churches or parsonages are properly made 
out and recorded, or that good and sufficient bonds or 
contracte are given before the bmldings are begun. 

lOi To divide a pastoral charge in the interval of the 
annual conference, if in his judgment the intereste of the 
work require it and the pastor and the official board 
consent. He may not appoint a pastor to serve two pas
toral charges at once, but he may unite an unsuppUed 
one with another with the consent of the official board of 
the former. 

11. To give the bishop all the necessary inforination 
of the state of the district and cooperate with him in set
ting goals and framing plans. 

12. To be the liaison between the pastor and the gen
eral church. 

13. To notify the superintendent of a prospective 
transferee prior to serious consideration of his employ
ment, and, when possible, to observe the same sixty-day 
notification rule that applies to ministers in Paragraph 
533, Section 4. 

H 581. 1. Superintendents must be elected from 
among the ordained elders of the denomination and 
shall be elected by ballot by one of the following 
methods: 

a. In open conference without debate or petition. 
b. By vote of the annual conference to designate 

the board of ministerial education and guid
ance or a special committee of not less ihan six 
plus the area bishop as chairman to nominate 
the superintendent. In overseas conferences the 
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spocial committee may elect- ite own chairman. 
"Die incumbent superintendent shall not serve 
on the committee, 

c. By vote of the annual conference upon nomina
tion of the area cabinet (see Par. 591, Sec, 2). 

The area bishop is requested to assist the annual 
conference in determining the qualifications desired in a 
conference superintendent. 

2, When a superintendent is elected and accepte of
fice in an annual conference of which he is not a mem
ber, he shall transfer his membership to said conference, 

3, The superintendent(s) shall be assigned to dis
tricte either by conference vote or by appointment of the 
ministerial appointmente committee as the conference 
shall decide (see Par, 410, Sec, 1). 

4, A conference may vote to have a stationed super
intendent and/or stetioned assistant(s) to the suporin
tendent in which event the ministerial appointments 
committee wiU nominate, 

5, A conference may appoint a superintendent to 
more than one district at the same time. By a two-thirds 
baUot vote of the conference, the term of a superinten
dent may be fixed for three years. He may be recaUed by 
a like vote by any succeeding annual conference, 

6, If a vacancy should occur in the office of the 
superintendent between conferences, the bishop who 
presided at the last session, or who was to have pre
sided, or his successor, shall call an adjourned sitting of 
the annual conference, authorizing the conference secre
tary to notify the members of the conference, the dele
gates, or the reserve delegates, of the time and place of 
such sitting at least ten days prior to the sitting, for the 
purpose of filling the vacancy and for any other items of 
business. 
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H 582. The suporintendent shall be a member of the 
conference on the district which he serves; if he should 
be appointed to two or more districte, the ministerial 
appointmente committee shall fix his district conference 
relation. 

H 583. The superintendent shall be supported by the 
conference or district to which he is elected, each pas
toral charge contributing ite proportion as agreed upon 
by the annual or the district conference. A stationed 
superintendent shall be supported by the pastoral 
charge to which he is appointed. The conference or dis
trict shall assist when necess£iry. A conference or dis
trict budget is recommended for the traveling superin
tendent's support. 

J. BISHOPS 
f 590. 1. The (Jeneral Conference shall elect by bal

lot two or more traveling elders as bishops to serve as 
the pfistoral overseers of various areas of the denomina
tion who shall constitute the Board of Bishops. They 
shall remain in office for the years of the interim be
tween General Conferences and, unless the General 
Conference decides upon a lesser number of bishops, 
until others shall be elected in their places. (See also 
Pars. 436, Sec. 4, 437, Sec. 4.) 

2. It shall be the duty of the Board of Bishops: 
a. To organize with a chairman and a secretary; 
b. To meet at least four times a year, 
c. To exchange experiences and to counsel and 

formulate plans for the work of the church. 
d. To group the conferences, except the full con

ferences of mission origin, into areas, equal in 
number to the number of bishops. 

e. To assign themselves to the several areas, in
cluding the British Isles, to give consideration 
to making such assignmente for the period of 
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the interim between the (Jeneral Conferences, 
and to arrange the conference schedules so 
that, as far as practicable, no substitute other 
than a bishop will preside at any one confer
ence for two successive years. 

f. To administer the full conferences of mission 
origin of the North America (Jeneral Confer
ence. The bishop of the area, in consultation 
with the conferences and the area administra1> 
ive assistante to the director of world missions, 
shall designate the presiding officer for the 
conference. 

g. To give concerted leadership in the articulation 
of policy, the planning of strategy, the ordering 
of priorities, and the evaluation of programs of 
the general ministries of the church through 
the Board of Administration and all of its 
commissions. 

t 591. It shall be the duty of the bishops: 
1. To visit each conference in their respective areas 

during the year, and, as far as possible, call the pastors 
and conference leaders together to counsel and advise 
them in the promotion of the spiritual and temporal 
intereste of the church in accordance with the plan of 
the Board of Bishops. 

2. To form, and be chairman of, area cabinete which 
may meet annually. The cabinet shall be composed of 
the 8Ui)erintendent(8) and one layman for each superin
tendent from each conference, to be elected by the an
nual conference. Each conference shall care for the 
travel exponses of ite respective members. 

The area cabinet, upon the vote of a conference 
within ite area, shall have authority to nominate a con
ference superintendent for that conference. 

The area cabinet in each area shall be authorized to 
recommend to the (Commission on Evangelism the sub
sidization of the salary and/or travel expenses in the 
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case of any conference suporintendent when it is deemed 
necessary for more efficient service. The cabinet shall 
not recommend subsidizing salaries or travel expenses 
in any conference which has more than one superinten
dent. 

In the case of a conference of less than 600 members, 
or of a conference with membership falling below 10 
ministers in fiill membership and/or 600 fidl members, 
or any other conference showing continuous loss, the 
area cabinet shall have authority to initiate and recom
mend corrective measures to the general Board of Ad
ministration and those conferences affected. 

3. To travel throughout the church at large. To over
see the spiritual and temporal intereste of the church, 
and to labor to promote ite purity, peace, and prosperity. 
The bishops are requested to reside in the area where 
they serve. 

4. To esteblish new societies. 
5. To assist superintendents in personal and pro

fessional development through poriodic training, giving 
spocial training for newly elected superintendente. 

6. To receive and suspend ministers, according to the 
provisions of the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE. 

7. To serve as chairman of the ministerial ap
pointmente committees of their assigned areas (See Par. 
419). 

8. To transfer a minister from one conference to 
another, with the consent of the minister and of the con
ference to which he is transferred; provided, that no 
minister shall be transferred to another conference 
without a certificate of his good standing and general 
acceptebility, given by the district conference, the board 
of ministerial education and guidance, or the annual 
conference. 

9. To cite a minister for trial for insubordination or 
maladministration, according to Paragraph 730. 

10. a. To assist the area fellowships in the developi-
ment of national leadership and in achieving 
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the level indicated in the disciplinary 
standards for new general conferences. 

b. To form new conferences in the interim be
tween general conferences, as the needs of the 
work demand, subject to the approval of the 
(Jeneral Conference; provided, that no new con
ference shall be formed without the consent of 
the conferences whose territory is affected, nor 
without the consent of two-thirds of the mem
bers of the Administrative Commission; and 
that no new conference shall be organized with 
less than ten ministers in full membership and 
six hundred full lay members within its 
bounds, with exceptions to be approved by the 
Board of Administration upon recommendation 
of the Board of Bishops. In the event an an
nual conference no longer meets these 
minimum standards, the area cabinet shall 
make a study of the situation, and submit rec
ommendations for change to the Board of Ad
ministration. 

c. The Board of Administration may prepare pro
posals to merge two or more conferences or 
otherwise revise existing conference bound
aries and recommend such proposals to the 
conferences involved and to the area bishop. 
Changes will be made upon the majority vote 
of the annued conferences concerned and with 
the consent of a majority of the Administrative 
Commission. In the event that the proposal is 
rejected, a written rationale for the rejection 
shall be submitted to the Board of Administra
tion by the conferences. The Board of Adminis
tration shall have authority to revise the pro
posal if it deems it wise and resubmit it to the 
conferences. The Board of Administration may 
send representatives to the conferences to 
make a fidl explanation. 
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d. Conferences considering merger or the revision 
of their boundaries (except as provided in Par. 
427) may initiate discussions with their con
cerned neighbors keeping their area bishop in
formed. The bishop shaU inform the Board of 
Administration which may convey ite thinking 
to the conferences through the area bishop if it 
so desires. Approval requires a majority vote of 
the annual conferences involved, voting sep>a-
rately, and a majority vote of the Administrat
ive Commission. 

e. Nothing in Cb) preceding shall prevent the or
ganization of conferences of mission origin out 
of provisional conferences, the areas of which 
may extend over the boundaries of other con
ferences, when such other conferences have 
approved and all other requiremente for full 
conference stetus have been met. For an over
seas provisional conference to become a full 
conference, there must be no less than five na
tional elders and four hundred adult full lay 
members. 

11. To preside at the sessions of the (Jeneral Confer
ence and of the einnual conferences, and at the trial of 
appeals taken from district or annual conferences, and 
to decide all questions of law therein, subject to an ap
peal to the (Jeneral Conference. 

A bishop's decision upon a point of law arising in 
annual conference proceedings shall be the rule until 
reversed by the (Jeneral Conference. 

When a bishop is requested by an annual conference 
of which he is president to rule upon a point of law not 
arising in conference proceedings, the question shall be 
presented in writing, together with a full written expla
nation of the circumstetnces out of which the question 
has arisen and, if there be any, stetemente by the oppos
ing parties in the dispute; all this information shall 
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later be placed in the hands of the General Conference 
when the bishop's decision is referred to it. The bishop 
immediately upon ruling shall appeal to the other 
bishops for their opinions; and the ruling shall become 
binding upon them only after they have been notified 
that at least two of them have concurred in writing and 
until reversed by the General Conference. 

12. To receive frora one whom they have appointed to 
hold an aimual conference a comprehensive written re
port of all the administrative proceedings which arise in 
that conference. 

13. To ordain ministers who qualify according to the 
BOOK OF DISCIPLINE. A parchment of ordination shall be 
presented to each minister ordained, and a duplicate 
copy of each ordination parchment shall be remitted to 
the Division of Ministerial Education and Guidance. The 
authority to ordain reste only with a bishop or his dep)-
uty. 

H 592. The bishops shaU be amenable to the (Jen
eral Conference for the discharge of their official duties. 
They shall give a stete of the work report annutdly to 
the Board of Administration. They shall be responsible 
to the annual conference to which they belong for their 
Christian conduct. 

H 593. A bishop may retire at the (Jeneral Confer
ence following his sixty-second birthday. Otherwise, he 
shall retire at the time of the (Jeneral Conference fol
lowing his sixty-eighth birthday. He may retire at any 
time because of fading health. Any question of disabiUty 
shall be determined by the Board of Administration. 
When a bishop, or former bishop, retires, he shall be 
given the title of Bishop Emeritus provided he has 
served the church as a bishop for a minimum of six 
years. 
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f 594. A bishop shall receive a pension on retire
ment based upon his years of service as a bishop, up to a 
maximum of twelve years of such service. 

The pension for a bishop with less than twelve years 
of service as a bishop shall be one-twelfth of the 
twelve-year maximum pension for each year of service. 
For example, a bishop with six years of service as a 
bishop would receive one-half of the maximum ponsion 
for bishops. The maximum pension shall be as follows: 

Bishop and wife — 26 percent of the current salary 
for bishops; 

Bishop, a widower — 24 percent of the current salary 
for bishops. 

Bishop's widow — 19 porcent of the current salary 
for bishops. 

A bishop need not be in office when he retires, to be 
eligible for these retirement benefite. 

This retirement benefit shall be paid through the 
Board of Bishops budget. The church's pension plan 
shall be a part of the fiinding of these pension provi
sions. When the church's pension plan provides an 
amount equal to the above it will become the retirement 
pension provision for bishops. 
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CHAPTER VI 

LAY MINISTERS AND 
CHRISTIAN LAY HELPERS 

A. LICENSED LAY MINISTERS 
John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, effectively 

used lay ministers in enlarging and edifying the body of 
Christ. Persons who accept the challenge to consecrate 
their resources, time, and gifte in active church ministry 
are encouraged to become licensed lay ministers. 

H 600. All believers are called of (Jod to serve ac
tively in the ministries of the church. In order to extend 
the ministry of the local church, lay ministers are called 
of (Jod and selected by the pastor in consultetion with 
the local church. Lay ministers are fidl members in good 
standing in the Free Methodist Church who do not plan 
to become fully ordained clergy. They are persons of 
good reputetion, full of wisdom and the Spirit, who ac
knowledge their spiritual gifts as given by (Jod and con
firmed by the pastor and the local church. They are will
ing to dedicate themselves to the development of those 
gifts under the guidance of the pastor for use in the 
local congregation. These gifte may be used in such 
areas as worship, administration, evangelism, nurture, 
social action. Christian education, visitation, counseling, 
and other ministries deemed appropriate by the pastor, 

H 600.1. Characteristics 
The following characteristics must be evident in the 

individual being considered for a lay minister's Ucense: 
a. Does this person know (Jod — in His pardoning 

and loving grace, in desire to seek Him in all 
things, in demonstrating this desire in manner 
of life? 

179 



Par. 600.1 UCENSED LAY MINISTERS 

b. Is this person a full member in good stending 
of the Free Methodist Church in that society? 

c. Does this person have sound understanding 
and right judgment in the things of God, 
proper conception of salvation by faith, effec
tive utterance? 

d. Has this person evidence of the fruit of the 
Spirit? Have any been converted through their 
deeds and words? 

e. Does this person demonstrate a willingness to 
work with the pastor in extending the ministry 
of the local church? 

2. Initial Curriculum 
a. The completion of an initial curriculum of 

three courses is required of candidates for lay 
minister's license. These courses should be 
pursued in a class or, when necessary, through 
individual study. In the latter instance, an ac
ceptable, original, 200-word essay summarizing 
each course must be submitted to the local pas
tor. Upon completion of the required curric
ulum, certification shall be made by the pastor 
to the official board for recommendation for a 
one-year lay minister's license. Courses teken 
in previous years may be counted upon the ap
proval of the pastor. 

b. The Courses in the Initial Curriculum: 
Matthew; 
History, Polity, and Doctrine of the Free Meth

odist Church; 
Introduction to Evangelism; 
(For the current Ust of textbooks or other re
sources, contect the Director of Adult Minis
tries, Department of Christian Education, 901 
College Avenue, Winona Lake, Indiana 46590.) 

3. Credentials 
Following the selection of the lay minister candidate 

by the pastor in consultation with the pastor's cabinet, 
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upon completion of the required curriculum, emd on rec
ommendation of the official board, the candidate shall 
respond to the following questions before the congrega
tion; 

a. Do you know (Jod in His forgiving grace? 
b. Do you believe yourself cfdled of God to assist 

your pastor by exercising your spiritual pfte 
and graces? 

c. Do you desire nothing but the will of (Jod? 
d. Do you believe in the doctrine of entire 

sanctification? 
e. Is it your intention to make special use of the 

designation of lay minister to fulfill the great 
commission? 

f. Are you able and willing to be involved in 
evangelism and discipleship as occasion arises? 

g. Will you assist your pastor in extending the 
ministry of the church under his consultetion 
and direction? 

Upon giving satisfactory answers to the above ques
tions, the official board shall issue the license of lay 
minister to the candidate, 

4, PrivUeges 
a. The licensed lay ministers shall be members of 

the official board in the society in which they 
are licensed, 

b. The names of the lay ministers shaU be listed 
in the records of the annual conference in the 
Yearbook and of the denominational Division 
of Adult Ministries, 

H 601. Renewal of Lay Minister's License 
1, A lay minister's license may be renewed annually. 

Three additional specified courses must be completed for 
each of the first seven renewals. If, at the close of any 
year, a licensed lay minister has not properly completed 
all three of the required courses, consideration for re
newal of a license is to be postponed until all three are 
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completed. The pastor shall keep the records. 
2. The courses for the first seven subsequent year 

renewals shall include one in Bible study, one in doc
trine and Christian living, and one in practical re
sources. The texte or resources for such courses shall be 
identified by the Aldersgate Christian Training Advi
sory Council. After the first seven renewals, a lay minis
ter's license may be renewed upon the completion of one 
additional course per year. The denominational director 
of Aldersgate Christian Training shall prepare a 
brochure outUning the requirements and procedures re
lated to lay minister's licenses and renewal require
mente. 

3. Each lay minister shall be reviewed annually by 
the pastor's cabinet with the renewal being granted by 
the official board. During this renewal process, the fol
lowing should be considered: 

a. Attention shall be given to a review of the lay 
minister's performance in areas of assisting the 
pastor, general spiritual and moral conduct, 
and doctrinal and ecclesiastical integrity. 

b. Satisfactory evidence shall be provided indicat
ing completion of studies required for renewed. 

c. The official board may revoke a lay minister's 
license for violation of ite conditions. 

f 602. Each of the courses listed in Paragraph 
600.1, Section 2, and the curriculum requirements for 
the seven subsequent renewals may be substituted by a 
college, seminary, or Bible college course, provided such 
course is within one of the categories listed in Para
graph 601, Section 2, and that all three categories are 
represented. Such replacement courses may be approved 
by the denominational Division of Adult \Unistries. 

1603. Annual conferences with non-English-
speaking constituencies shall be authorized through 
their conference boards of ministerial education and 
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guidance to establish educational and other require
ments for such constituents for the licensing of lay 
ministers in accordance with their culture and the needs 
of the aimual conference concerned, and in cooperation 
with the Council on Ethnic Affairs and the Department 
of Higher Education and the Ministry. Evidence of con
tinuing study and progress shall be apparent before re
newals of such licenses are granted. 

1605. Local deacons and elders (persons holding or
dination but not itinerating) shall have their names 
Usted in the records of the annutd conference and shall 
be accounteble to the board of ministerial education and 
guidance with respoct to their character, conduct, and 
doctrine. They shall be located to a particular society by 
the ministerial appointmente committee, and shall func
tion in ministry under the direction of that society (See 
Par. 422). 

2. A local deacon or elder may be transferred to an 
itinerating ministry within the conference upon the rec
ommendation of the board of ministerial education and 
gruidance, having given satisfactory answers to the ques
tions of Paragraph 531 of the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE and 
having received the approving vote of the annual con
ference. 

3. Local deacons or elders who relocate into the 
boundaries of another conference shall approach the 
board of ministerial education and guidance of that con
ference requesting that their membership be received. If 
and when a transfer is effected, it shall then be the re
sponsibility of the ministerial appointmente committee 
of said conference to locate the local deacon or elder, 

4. Local deacons and elders shall function as repre
sentetive members of the society where they are located. 
Neglect of duty or failure to pass an examination in the 
prescribed course of study shall subject them to the dis-. 
cipline of the board of ministerial education and guid
ance. However, no local deacon or local elder shall be 
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deprived of ordination parchmente without due process. 

H 606. Schedules shall be arranged to give Ucensed 
lay ministers active, regular, and systematic duties. 

H 607. When a lay minister is employed as a supply, 
his membership shall be in the church where he labors. 
No person may be appointed to serve as a supply pastor 
who does not meet the qualifications of a minister as 
outlined in Paragraphs 530, Section 2, and 553. 

II608. A licensed lay minister may be given charge 
of a society by the superintendent and/or ministerial api-
pointments committee, in consultation with the pastor to 
whom the lay minister is accounteble. In such a case, 
the lay minister will be under the supervision of the 
superintendent or his designee. The lay minister then 
has the right to administer the sacramente of baptism 
£md the Lord's Suppor and may solemnize marriages in 
that place if civil law permite, 

B . CRUSADE TEAMS 

1610. 1, Superintendente, evangeliste appointed by 
the general or annual conferences, general church 
executives, and pastors may organize teams of young 
people for evangelistic or chariteble work, 

2, The rules and regulations of crusade teams shall 
be subject to the approval of the conferences involved. 

C. CHRISTIAN GROWTH G R O U P 
(CLASS) L E A D E R S 

f 620. 1. Christian growth group (class) leaders 
shall be elected in the last quarter of the conference 
year. The pastor may nominate, and the group shsJl 
elect the leader by baUot. Any member of the society, 
whether or not the nominee of the paster, shall be eligi
ble to election as leader. 
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2. Each leader should carefully inquire how each 
soul in his group prospors; not only how each observes 
the outward rules, but how he grows in the knowledge 
£ind love of (Jod. 

3. The leaders should consult with those who have 
the charge of their societies. 

4. Let the pastor see that improper leaders are 
changed by a new election. 

5. The leaders should frequently meet one another's 
groups. 

I 621. Course of Reading for Christian Growth 
Group (Class) Leaders* 

The following course of reading for Christian growth 
group (class) leaders is recommended by the (Jeneral 
Conference in the belief that it will meet a genertd need 
throughout the church, and that the few inexponsive 
volumes therein named will not only edify all group 
leaders who will carefully read them, but will also in
crease their efficiency in deaUng with those under their 
care in this responsible office. 

Book of Discipline of the Free Methodist Church. 
Christian Perfection — Wesley. 
The Christian's Secret of a Happy Life — Smith. 
"By My Spirif — Jonathan Goforth. 
Good News Is For Sharing — Leighton Ford. 
From Age to Age A Living Witness — Marston. 
The Holy Spirit in the Christian Life — Mavis. 
Christian Holiness in Scripture, History, and Life 

— Turner. 
Discipline and Discovery (workbook edition) 

— Albert Edward Day. 
Additional reading: Expanded Ministry to 

Adults, — C. E. Ministries Series. 

•When any of the above books are not available write to the Department 
of Christian Education, 901 College Avenue, Winona Lake, IN 46590, 
for a current list of recommended tooks. 
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D. BOARD OF STEWARDS 
H 630. 1. Stewards should be persons of recognized 

piety who subscribe to the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE, support 
their local church, and have the ability to transact tem
poral business. 

2. The number of stewEurds shall not be less than 
three, and at least two-thirds of the members of the 
board of stewards shall be fuU members of the church. 

3. The stewards shall be elected by ballot at a regu
lar society meeting to be held after the annual meeting. 
Where there is but one society they may be elected by 
the annual meeting. 

f 631. The board of stewards shall have the follow
ing privUeges and responsibilities: 

1. Assist the pastor and the society in social minis
tries to: 

a. Solicit sustenance for its needy (and others 
within its means). 

b. Give special ministries of comfort to ite sick 
and sorrowing. 

c. Perform courtesies for ite aged. 
d. Initiate action toward the establishment of 

chUdren's day care centers and schools where 
practical. 

e. Seek support and encouragement for ite youth 
preparing for kingdom service. 

f. Assist in the promotion of accredited institu
tions as Usted in Paragraph 463, Section 5. 

2. Prepare the elemente for the Lord's Supper. 
3. Involve itself in action with approved movemente 

within the community which improve the welfare of the 
whole man, but ever keeping in mind that all of ite ser
vices have but one objective, the redemption of the soul 
in a ftdl knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

4. Perform such other duties as may be £issigned by 
the electing body. 

186 



CHAPTER v n 

JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION 

A. Church Trials 

B. Insolvencies and Settlement of Disputes 

187 





CHAPTER v n 

JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION 

A. CHURCH TRIALS 
1. OBJECT OF CHURCH DISCIPLINE 

H 700. The great object of church discipline is te re
claim £Uid restore erring members. This should be stead
ily kept in view in every step taken. Every effort that 
love can suggest should be made to bring back to the 
Lord one who, while under our care, has wandered fi-om 
him. 

H 701. In all cases of porsonal trespass and in others 
where the circumstances pormit, let the duty be lovingly 
and faithfully performed, which our Lord enjoins in 
Matthew 18:15-17: 

"If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his 
fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, 
you have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, 
take one or two others along with you, that every word 
may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three wit
nesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let 
him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector." 

2. GENERAL DIRECTIONS 

11702. If the last duty becomes necessary, let it be 
performed in the foUowing manner. 

1. Every crime forbidden in the Word of God, suffi
cient to exclude a person fi-om the kingdom of grace and 
glory, shall subject a member to expulsion from the 
church. 

2. Any member charged with immoral conduct or 
violation of our rules is entitled to a speedy trial, unless 
the complaint is otherwise disposed of Botii accuser and 
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accused shall be entitled to the assistance of such coun
sel as they may select fix)m the lay members or minis
ters of the church. In the tr ial of a traveling minister 
the conference may appoint further counsel as it may 
deem propor. The accusers shall be responsible for the 
expense of their own counsel, unless he also represente 
the conference. The body to which the accused is amen
able shall pay the coste of prosecution. 

3. Both the accused and the accuser shall have the 
right of challenge for cause, the validity of which shall 
be determined by the presiding officer a t the society 
meeting where the committee to try the case is elected. 

4. In aU trials the proceedings shall be taken down 
by a secretary appointed by the court; and when an ap)-
poal is teken, the case shall be decided fi-om the testi
mony as it appears upon the record. 

5. Whenever it is for the best intereste of the church 
and the convenience of witnesses, and whenever the par-

' ties so stipulate, a case may be referred to one porson 
appointed by the bishop or other presiding officer to try 
it without a committee; and when so referred, his deci
sion shaU liave the same effect as that of a trial commit
tee of an annual conference or of another appointing 
body, and be subject to the SEune right of appeal and for 
writ of review. 

6. In an appeal, no person shall be allowed to sit 
who has previously voted in the decision of the case. 

7. In all appoal cases the appellant shall present the 
counsel for the church a s ta tement in wri t ing of the 
grounds of his appeal, at least five days before the trial 
of the appoal. The appellate court must confine itself to 
the grounds of the appeal but is entitled to all relevant 
information t ha t will throw light upon the appeal as 
presented, 

8. When the appellate court grante a new trial, the 
case may either be remanded to the original court for a 
new trial or (with the consent of both parties) tried de 
novo (that is, by the appollate court iteelf), 
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9. Penalty shaU be deferred pending the hearing of 
an appeal, except that a suspended minister shall not in 
the meftntime exercise his ministerial office, nor during 
a poriod of penalty after conviction. 

10. In the trial of appeals the court shall either affirm 
or reverse the verdict rendered in the former trial, or 
remand the case for a new trial; in a new trial no person 
shall be eligible as a juror who voted in the first tried. 

11. Persons expelled after such forms of trial shall 
have no privileges of society or sacraments in our 
church without contrition, confession, and reformation 
satisfactory to the conference or society from which they 
have been expolled. 

H 703. In all trials, either the plaintiff or the defen
dant may request a chemge of venue, and shall present 
in writing the reasons for the request; and if the presid
ing officer shall, after duly considering the grounds upon-
which the request is made, be convinced that conditions 
and circumstences render a fair and impartial trial rea
sonably doubtfid in the body before which the action has 
been commenced, he may order the change of venue £md 
name another body before which the case shall be tried. 

3. TRIAL OF MINISTERS IN FULL 
MEMBERSHIP 

^ 704. The neglect of duties required by the Word of 
(Jod, the indulgence of sinful tempers, words, or actions, 
or the dissemination of false doctrine, shall subject a 
minister to private reproof by the officer of the church 
having the oversight of him; and, in case of porsistence 
after proper admonition and labor, to trial and suspon-
sion from ministerial functions or expulsion. 

H 705. Any minister against whom a charge is 
brought shall be furnished, by the person preferring the 
charge, or by the presiding officer of the tribunal to 
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which he is judicially responsible, with a copy of the 
charges against him, at least ten days before the trial, 
unless all the parties agree upon an earlier time for 
trial. 

H 706. Any traveling minister who, in violation of 
Paragraph 552, willfiilly neglecte or refuses to do the 
work assigned him by his aimual conference, except in 
case of sickness or other unavoidable circumstence, shall 
be brought, by the superintendent or the bishop, before 
a committee of three ministers and three laymen, which 
shall have power to suspond him fi-om all the functions 
of a minister until the ensuing session of the annual 
conference, which shall have final determination of the 
case and power to render the susponsion final. 

1707. ff a charge of immoraUty or of unchristian 
conduct is brought against a minister in the interval of 
the annual conferences, the superintendent shall call a 
committee of not less than three nor more than six 
traveling ministers and an equal number of laymen, 
which shall have power to suspend untU the next ses
sion of the annual conference, with which shall rest the 
decision of the case. 

H 708. But if the accused be a superintendent, then 
three of the ministers of his district/conference shall caU 
in the superintendent of an adjoining district/conference, 
who shall call him before a committee as provided 
above, and preside. The districfconference making the 
caU shaU pay the traveUng expenses of the superinten
dent called. 

H 709. Each annual conference shall have original 
jurisdiction over every minister belonging thereto, and 
shall have power to reprove, suspend (for a poriod of not 
more than one year, after which period he has legally 
satisfied the charges against him and is again entitled 
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to a seat in the conference), locate for inefficiency or 
want of usefulness, or expel, according to the nature of 
the case and as justice may require. This shall not be so 
construed as to deprive traveling ministers of the ten-
day notice provided in Paragraph 705, except in the case 
of a minister charged with immorality who voluntarily 
absente himself from the session of his annual confer-

11710. All cases brought before an annual confer
ence, either by complaint or by appeal, may be, and 
must be if the defendant prefers, referred te a committee 
of not less than four from each branch, which, in the 
presence of the president of the conference or of an elder 
whom he may appoint with the consent of both parties, 
shall, either during the session of the conference or after 
ite adjournment, try the case and decide upon ite merite, 
and ite decision shall have the same effect as that of the 
annual conference. 

H 711. In aU cases of trial and conviction of travel
ing ministers, an appoal to the ensuing (Jeneral Confer
ence or the court of appeals, as the appellant may 
choose, shall be allowed, if he signifies at the time of 
verdict, or within thirty days after he has been notified 
thereof, his intention to appeal. 

1712. All cases brought before the General Confer
ence by appeal, may, with the consent of both parties, be 
referred to a committee of not less than six ministerial 
and six lay delegates, which, in the presence of one of 
the bishops, shall hear the case and decide upon its 
merite; and ite decisions shall have the same effect as 
that of the (Jeneral Conference. 
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4. FORM OF PROCEDURE 
/. Form for a Bill of Charges 

H 713. 1. Charge. (Name the offense.) 
2. Spocifications, (Name the acts, times, and places,) 

//, Order of Conducting Church Trials 
II714. 1, Devotional exercises, 
2. Reading of the action of the society meeting or 

conference by which the committee to try the case was 
appointed, and the names of the committee, 

3. The appointment of a secretary, 
4. Reading the charges and specifications by the sec

retary. 
5. Answer by the accused in porson or by counsel, 
6. Statement of the case, and line of evidence by the 

prosecution, 
7. Evidence of the prosecution, and cross-

examination by the defense, 
8. Stetement of the case and line of defense, by the 

defense, 
9. Evidence for the defense, and cross-examination 

by the prosecution, 
10, Rebutting evidence for the prosecution, 
11, Rebutting evidence for the defense, 
12, Summing up the case by the prosecution, 
13, Summing up the case by the defense, 
14, If it should be deemed propor to allow the prose

cution to reply, the defense shall also be pormitted to 
reply, 

15, Instructions of the presiding officer upon the form 
of bringing in the verdict, 

16, The verdict. 
17, The court shall announce the verdict and impose 

the penalty fixed by the trial committee. 
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5. SURRENDER AND RESTORATION 
OF CREDENTLU^ 

H 715. 1. When a member of an annual conference 
is deprived of his credentials, by expulsion or otherwise, 
they shall be filed with the papers of his conference; £md 
should he, at any future time, give satisfactory evidence 
to the conference of his amendment, and procure a cer
tificate from the official board of the charge where he 
resides or from another annual conference which may 
have received him as a ministerial candidate, recom
mending to the annual conference of which he was for
merly a member the restoration of his credentials, the 
conference may restore them. 

2. When a local elder or deacon is expelled, the 
superintendent shall require of him the credentials of 
his ordination, to be filed with the papers of the aimual 
conference; and should he, at any future time, produce 
to the annual conference a certificate of his restoration, 
signed by the president and countersigned by the secre
tary of the official board, his credentials may be restored 
to him. 

3. If an ordained elder or deacon shall refuse to sur
render his credentials of ordination when lawfully asked 
to do so, he thereby forfeite them, and, at ite first ses
sion thereafter, his annual conference should declftre 
them forfeited. 

6. TRLVL OF A MINISTERIAL 
CANDIDATE 

f 716. 1. A ministerial candidate shall be account
able for his moral and Christian conduct to the local 
church of which he is a member and to the annual con
ference if he is appointed to a charge. 

2. An accused ministerial candidate shall be tried in 
the same manner as a lay member (Pars. 721-728); or, 
at the option of the district or annual conference, by a 
committee of not less than five nor more than nine, cho-
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sen for this purpose by the district or annual conference, 
which shall have power to reprove, suspend, or expel, 
according to the nature of the case and £is justice may 
require. The superintendent shall preside at the trial. 
But, if for any reason, the superintendent is unable to 
preside, or if he is porsonally so related to the case £is to 
be disqualified for presiding, the bishop who last pre
sided at the annual conference shall appoint another 
elder to preside. After confession of flagrant sin, how
ever, the accused candidate can be allowed by the an
nual conference to withdraw from the church under 
complsdnt, 

3, If a charge of immorality is brought against a 
ministerial candidate under conference appointment, in 
the interval of the sessions of the district or annual con
ference, the suporintendent shaU caU a committee of not 
less than five members of the district or annual confer
ence, which shall have power to suspend untU. the next 
session of the district or annual conference, 

H 717. 1, Whenever a change of venue is granted, 
the district conference to which it is removed shall take 
cognizance of the case and give it a hearing at ite first 
regular session. 

2, If in the change of venue the case is removed to a 
district conference over which another superintendent 
presides, then that superintendent shaU preside at the 
trial, 

1718. Any ministerial candidate feeling aggrieved 
at the decision of his case shedl be allowed an appoal to 
the ensuing session of the annual conference. 
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7. TRIAL OF A LOCAL PREACHER 

H 719. 1. A licensed local preacher shall be ac
counteble for his moral and Christian conduct to the 
local church of which he is a member and to the tmnual 
conference if he is appointed to a charge. 

2. An accused local preacher shall be tried in the 
same manner as a ministerial candidate (see Pars. 716-
718). 

8. SUMMARY OF MINISTERIAL DISCIPLINE 
11719.1. 1. Overview. 
An ordained minister or ministerial candidate can be 

called to account, reproved, suspended, fisked to resign/ 
withdraw, or surrender credentials by a superior, with 
confirmation by the appropriate conference body as soon 
as possible. Any such disciplinary steps are subject to 
final action by either the annual conference or a trial 
committee. (Note exception in Sec. 3-f.) 

2. Offenses requiring discipline. 
a. Conduct unbecoming a minister, unchristian 

conduct. Paragraphs 491(5), 704, 707. 
b. Every crime forbidden in the Word of (Jod, 

Paragraph 702(1). 
c. Neglect of duties required by the Word of (Jod, 

Paragraphs 704, 706. 
d. Violation of our rules. Paragraph 702(2). 
e. Inefficiency or want of usefulness. Paragraph 

709. 
f. Insubordination, maladministration. Para

graphs 591(9), 730. 
g. Remarrying after divorce without clearance by 

the Board of Bishopw, Paragraph 553. 
h. Refiisal of work assigned. Paragraphs 419(4), 

535(3), 552, 706, 730. 
i. Dissemination of false doctrine. Paragraphs 

419(5), 426, 704. 
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j . Immoral conduct, Paragraphs 419(5), 426, 702, 
707-709, 716(3). 

3. Those responsible for administering discipline, 
a. Bishops, Paragraphs 553, 591(6,9), 702(5), 704, 

706, 716(2), 
b. Suporintendente, Paragraphs 580(8), 704, 706, 

708, 716, 717, 
c. Annual conferences. Paragraphs 426, 553, 706, 

707, 709, 715, 
d. Committees: (equal lay and ministerial) 

—Six, appointed by superintendent or bishop. 
Paragraphs 419(5), 706-708, 716(3). 

—Not less than four, appointed by conference 
(may be ministerial relations committee). 
Paragraphs 426, 710, 716(2). 

—Not less than twelve, appointed by (Jeneral 
Ck)nference, Paragraph 712. 

e. Ministerial appointments committee. Para
graph 419(4-5). 

f. One person appointed by bishop (or presiding 
officer), Paragraph 702(5). 

g. Court of appoals. Paragraph 711. 
h. (Jeneral Conference, Paragraphs 711-712. 

4. Actions which may be taken. 
a. Private reproof by supervisor. Paragraphs 704, 

709. 
b. Left without appointment. Paragraphs 420, 

553. 
c. Suspension, Paragraphs 419(5), 591(6), 704, 

706, 707, 709. 
d. Surrender of credentials. Paragraphs 532(3), 

715. 
e. Cited to appear before committee. Paragraphs 

591(9), 730. 
f. Allowed to withdraw under complaint, Para

graphs 532(3), 535(4), 716(2). 
g. Locate for inefficiency or want of usefulness. 

Paragraph 709. 
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h. Trial, Paragraphs 702, 704-712, 714, 716-718. 
i. Expulsion, Paragraphs 702(1,11), 704, 709, 

730(2). 
j . Appeal, Paragraphs 702(6-7), 711-712, 718. 
k. Restoration, Paragraphs 535(4), 700, 702(11), 

709, 715. 

9. TRL\.L OF A LAY MINISTER 
1720. 1. A licensed lay minister shall be accounta

ble for his moral and Christian conduct to the local 
church of which he is a member. 

2. An accused lay minister shall be tried in the same 
manner as a lay member (see Pars. 721-728). 

10. TRIAL OF AN ACCUSED LAY MEMBER 
/. Ground of Complaint - Disciplinary Labor - Penalties 

H 721. When it becomes necessary to admonish a 
member who is in the neglect of duties required by the 
Word of (Jod or indulgence of sinful tempers, words, or 
actions, or the violating of conditions of church mem
bership, the offending member shaU be subjected to pri
vate reproof by the official members of the church hav
ing oversight of him, and, if he persiste after propor ad
monition and labor, to summary proceedings to termi
nate membership, trial, and censure or expulsion. 

2. The person in neglect of duties or violation of 
membership covenant shall be cited to the official board 
according to Paragraph 402.1, Section 9c, and be re
ferred to the membership care committee (Par. 402, Sec. 
5). 

3. Whenever it becomes necessary to refer an erring 
member to the membership cEtre committee, if after ad
monishment and labor he persiste in his way, he may be 
cited by that committee to appear before the official 
board to show cause why his membership should not be 
terminated. 
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In any determination of the case, however, the action 
may be suspended by the committee, and he may be 
placed on probation, with status of preparatory mem
bership, for not more than one year. 

In no event shall his membership be terminated 
untU the official board by bedlot vote of two-thirds of the 
total membership has so ordered. 

4. If it should become necessary to cite a member to 
show cause why his membership should not be termi
nated, let the membership care committee issue the cita
tion and attach thereto a stetement of the charge con
stituting the error. The citetion should stete the time 
and place he is to appear before the official board. The 
citetion must be served on the member personally or by 
registered maU not less than ten days before the hear
ing. If the official board should find good cause for the 
termination of his membership, or if he should fail to 
appoar, his membership in the church may be termi
nated at the expiration of thirty days, if, however, 
within thirty days after the final action of the official 
board he request a trial, it shall be granted. 

//. Notification of Time and Place of Trial 
f 722. Any member against whom a charge is 

brought shall be furnished, by the porsons bringing the 
charge, or by the presiding officer of the tribunal to 
which he is judicially responsible, with a copy of the 
charges against him, and notification of time and place 
of the trial at least fourteen days prior to the trial, un
less he demands an earUer trial. He shall also, at least 
ten days prior to ite election, be notified of the place of 
the election of the committee to try the case. 

i n . Election of Trial Committee 
f 723. When charges are preferred against a mem

ber, the minister who is to preside at the trial shall call 
a meeting of the society, which shall select a committee 
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of not less than five nor more than nine, who shall be 
lay members of the church within the bounds of the an
nual conference, to try the case. No minister belonging 
to an annual conference, either as a ministerial candi
date or in full membership, shall be eligible to act on 
this committee. 

H 724. If the society shaU refuse to appoint such a 
committee, the district or annual conference shall ap)-
point a committee to try the case, and if, after convic
tion, the member appoals to the district or annual con
ference, no member of that committee shall be eligible 
to sit as a juror in the trial of the case. 

IV. Presiding Officer 
1725. The pastor, when in fuU membership in the 

conference, shall preside at the trial of his members; but 
the district superintendent may, for sufficient reasons, 
appoint some other traveling minister in full mem
bership to preside at any particular trial. The suporin
tendent shall not preside. 

V. Right of Appeal 
H 726. Any member who has been tried and con

victed by a committee shall be entitled to an appoal to 
the next district or annual conference, provided he did 
not voluntarily absent himself fi-om the trial, and pro
vided he gave notice of his intention to appeal at the 
time of his condemnation, or within thirty days after 
having been notified thereof If he should be tried and 
convicted by the district conference, he shall have the 
right of an appeal to the ensuing annual conference, 
provided that within thirty days of having been notified 
of the verdict he files the appoal and that he has com
plied with the other requiremente of this paragraph. 

201 



Par. 727 CHURCH TRIALS 

VI. Restrictions Under Penalty 
H 727. A member under penalty for unchristian 

conduct shall not be permitted to exercise any official 
fimctions, except that of trustee in stetes or provinces 
where the civil law does not, for such a reason, permit 
the suspension from office of a trustee. He shall vacate 
all offices (except that of trustee as explained above) and 
surrender aU credentials, to be held during the period of 
the penedty by the secretary of the body which issued 
them. 

VII. Restoration of Membership 
H 728. A person placed on probation in accordance 

with the provisions in Paragraph 721, Section 3, may, at 
the expiration of the probation, have his membership re
stored upon recommendation of the official board, a 
three-fourths vote of the society, and satisfactory an
swers to the questions in Paragraph 360. 

2. A member who has been expolled and later proved 
innocent may be restored to membership by vote of the 
society from which he was expelled. 

11. CITATION OF SOCIETY, DISTRICT 
CONFERENCE, OR 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE TO SHOW CAUSE 
H 729. 1. The Board of Administration shall have 

the power to cite a society, a district conference, or an 
annual conference to appear before it to show cause, if it 
has any, why it should not be declared in a stete of in
subordination when reliable information reaches the 
board that the accused body is openly in a state of in
subordination and disobedience. Notice of the order to 
show cause shall be given in a clear and definite stete
ment of the facte constituting the stete of insubordina
tion so that the accused body may be properly informed 
of the grounds of the accusation. The order shall be 
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served upon the secretary of the accused body. If the 
board should find it guilty or if it should adinit guUt, 
the board shall have the power to suspend it of all righte 
and of recognition as a Free Methodist body unti l the 
ensuing (Jeneral Conference, which shall have final dis
position of the case. 

2. If the convicted body should reform and pledge ite 
loyalty to the church and the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE and 
show contrition for i ts insubordination, the Board of 
Administration shall have the power to reinstete it. 

12. CITATION OF MINISTER TO SHOW CAUSE 
H 730. 1. A bishop shall have the power to cite a 

minister to appoar before a committee of not more than 
six persons, three of whom shaU be ministers and three 
laymen, there to show cause, if any he may have, why 
he should not be declared in a stete of insubordination 
and maladministration when the bishop has reasonable 
cause to believe that the minister is in a stete of insub
ordination or in violation of the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE, or 
when he has been accused of willftd neglect in the ad
ministration of the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE or refusal of 
work assigned to him by the annual conference. 

2. If the minister should be so cited, he shall be far-
nished with a stetement of facts purporting to constitute 
the insubordination and maladministration, stating 
time, place, and action. The citation shall show the date, 
hour, and place where he is to appear, and the names of 
the members of the committee appointed by the bishop. 
If the committee should find him guilty of maladminis
tration and insubordination, or if he should plead guilty, 
the committee shall have the power to suspend him of 
all righte as a minister until the sitting of his aimual 
conference, with whom the final decision of his case 
shall be; and if the conference should take no action, or 
refuse to take action, a trial committee may be ap
pointed by the Board of Administration, consisting of 
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not less than six and not more than twelve porsons, one 
half of whom shall be ministers and one half laymen, 
before whom the minister shall be tried, according to the 
procedure for trial of ministers, and if he is found guilty, 
the committee shall have the power to censure, rebuke, 
or expol him according te the terms of the BOOK OF DIS
CIPLINE. 

Paragraphs 729 and 730 shall not be so construed as 
to deprive tiie accused of the right to challenge for cause 
any porson appointed to sit on the trial committee. 

B. INSOLVENCIES AND T H E S E T T L E M E N T 
O F D I S P U T E S 

H 740. In a dispute between two or more lay mem
bers concerning the pasnment of debts, or other matters 
not involving personal character, which cannot be set
tled by the porsons concerned, the pastor of the society 
shaU inquire into the circumstances and recommend a 
reference, consisting of one tirbiter chosen by the plain
tiff, another chosen by the defendant, and a third person 
chosen by the first two, the three arbiters being mem
bers of the church. 

H 741. If one of the disputante should be dissatisfied 
with the judgment given, he may appoal to the ensuing 
district or annual conference, which may for sufficient 
reason grant a second arbitration, in which each party 
shall choose two arbiters, and the four arbiters shall 
choose a fifth, the judgment of the majority of whom 
shaU be final; and any person refusing to abide by that 
judgment shall be excluded fi-om the church. 

H 742. If any member of the church shall refuse, in 
case of debt or other dispute, to refer the matter to ar
bitration, when recommended by his pastor, or shall 
enter into a lawsuit with another before such measures 
are taken, he shall be expelled by a regular trial accord-
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ing to the BooK OF DISCIPLINE, unless the case be of 
such a nature as to require or justify a process of law. 

I 743 . When a compla in t is m a d e a g a i n s t a n y 
member of the church for nonpoyment of debt and when 
the accounte are adjusted and the amount is ascertained, 
the pastor of the society shall call the debtor before a 
committee of a t least three, to show cause why he does 
not make payment. The committee shall determine what 
further time shall be granted him for payment; and if he 
should refiise to comply, he shall be expolled; but in tha t 
event he may appeal to the district or annual confer
ence, the decision of which shall be final; and in case the 
creditor complains that justice is not done him, he may 
lay his grievance before the district or annual confer
ence, and its decision shall be final; and if the creditor 
refuses to comply, he shal l be expelled. In case the 
debtor refuses or neglecte to comply with the findings of 
the committee or of the district or annual conference, 
the creditor may have recourse to the civil courte with
out affecting his membership in the church. 

H 744. To prevent scandal, when any member of the 
church fails in business or contracte debte which he is 
not able to pay, two or three judicious members of the 
church shaU inspect the accounte, contracte, and circum
stences of the supposed delinquent; and if he has be
haved dishonestly, or borrowed money without a proba-
biUty of paying, he shall be expolled. The official body to 
which he is amenable shall appoint the committee of in
spection. 
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C H A P T E R V i n 

T E M P O R A L E C O N O M Y 

A. S U P P O R T O F ACTIVE MINISTERS* 

1. SUPPORT OF BISHOPS 
H 800. The salaries of our bishops shall be raised by 

the United Ministries for Christ. 

2. SUPPORT OF SUPERINTENDENTS 
H 801. The suporintendent shall be supported by the 

conference or district to which he is appointed, as pro
vided for in Paragraph 583, each society contributing ite 
proportion, as agreed upon in the annual or district con
ference. A stetioned suporintendent shall be supported 
by the society or pastoral charge to which he is ap
pointed. The conference or district shall assist when 
necessary. 

A home purchased for the superintendent can be 
rented to others only if he consents and receives the 
rental. 

3. SUPPORT OF PASTORS 
H 802. 1. It shall be the duty of the finance commit

tee recommended in Paragraph 402, Section 6, to pre
pare, after consulting with the pastor, an estimate of the 
amount necessary for the support of the pastoral staff, 
and to present the estimate to the official board for ac
tion. 

2. The finance committee shall report regularly to 
the official board. 

3. The membership is requested to cooperate heartUy 

* For the support of retired ministers, see Plan for Conference 
Claimants, P a r a ^ p h s 461-461.1 and Pension Plan, Paragraph 461.7; 
and for bi^ops. Paragraph 594. 
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by giving not less than one-tenth of their income for the 
Lord's work. (See Par. 160, Sec. 6, Par, 360, Question 7, 
and Par. 804.) 

4. If a pastor chooses not to occupy the parsonage, 
the official board may rent it out to others and shaU pay 
the pastor a housing aUowance not less than the rent 
received, less any additional taxes or insurance re
quired. 

4. SUPPORT OF EVANGELISTS 
11803. EvangeUste shall depend upon the fields in 

which they labor for their support. Evangeliste employed 
by the Department of Evangelism and Church Growth 
shall be supported by collections in their fields of labor 
and appropriations by the department, 

B . RAISING O F FUNDS 

H 804. 1. The support of the church is to come from 
the tithes, offerings, and gifte of ite people, 

2, Other methods for the raising of ftinds may be 
used by constituente of our churches providing that: 

a. They are not a substitute for the giving of 
tithes and offerings; 

b. They tu-e consistent with the ethics and prac
tices of our faith; 

c. The church itself does not serve as a marketing 
agency for the commercial producte of ite con
stituency, 

3. The church may support communitywide efforte to 
raise funds for worthwhile projecte so long as the fund-
raising effort does not benefit the Free Methodist 
Church, and is consistent with the ethics of our faith 
and membership covenant. 
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C. CHURCH PROPERTY 

1. TRUSTEES — ELECTION AND DUTIES 
1850. Any board of trustees in the Free Methodist 

Church, whether conference, district, or local, shall con
sist of not less than three persons of whom two-thirds 
shall be full members of the Free Methodist Church. 
They shall be so organized as to proporly discharge their 
duties, except that in the case of an incorporated confer
ence, the maximum number of trustees shall be in ac
cordance with the applicable civU laws, articles of incor
poration, and bylaws under which the respective board 
operates. In no case shall the total of elected and ex of
ficio members exceed fifteen. 

11851. 1. Boards of trustees shall be elected by their 
respective bodies: conference trustees by the annual con
ference, district trustees by the district conference, pas
toral charge • trustees by the annual meeting, and local 
trustees by the society. 

2. Trustees of property of an extinct, unincorporated 
society embraced within a pastoral charge shall be 
elected by the annual meeting. 

3. The determination for the continuance, merger, or 
closing of a local church by an annual conference, when 
recommended by ite conference board of administration, 
shaU be based on the following considerations: recent 
growth patterns, proximity to other Free Methodist 
churches, the present and long-range priorities of the lo
cation, facilities, and financial abiUty. 

In the event that membership of a society declines 
below a minimum of ten supporting adult fidl members, 
the conference board of administration may authorize 
the district or conference board of trustees to supervise 
the property. 

4. Trustees shall be elected only in a manner al-
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lowed by the civil laws and shall hold office for a term 
fixed by the body electing them and untU their succes
sors are elected. 

1852. When for a period of one year a duly elected 
trustee refuses by his action to attend legally called 
meetings of the board of trustees, the body electing him 
shaU declare his place on the board vacant and at once 
elect a successor to fill the unexpired term; and 
whenever a member of the Free Methodist Church who 
holds the office of trustee is dismissed by letter, with
draws fi:om the church, is expelled, or moves beyond the 
bounds of the body which elected him, that body may 
declare his place vacant and at once elect a successor to 
fill the unexpired term, except where either of such dec
larations is in conflict with the civil law. 

II853. A board of trustees is subject at all times to 
the direction and control of the body which created it 
and to the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE of the Free Methodist 
Church. Local trustees are subject to the official board 
as well as to the society. When action of a board of trus
tees is required, it c£m be exercised only by official vote 
of the bo£U-d in a regularly called meeting. 

H 854. 1. The office of trustee is a responsible one, 
and ite duties are to be taken seriously. A board of trus
tees shall have and hold in trust any and all property 
committed to it. It shall see that titles are good; that 
deeds are drawn in heumony with the civil law; that 
they contein the trust clause given in Paragraph 856, 
Section 1; that they Eire immediately recorded; and that 
abstracte and other valuable papers are safely stored. 
The board of trustees shall be responsible to the electing 
body for the general oversight of the property committed 
to it, and, when so directed by the electing body, shall 
supervise expenditures for repairs, improvemente, and 
alterations. A board of trustees may be appointed as the 
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buUding committee for a new budding. 
2. Annually, and whenever else the chairman of the 

electing body may require, the president of the board of 
trustees shall make to the electing body a report of all 
business transacted, including a statement of the finan
cial and material condition of all proporty entrusted to 
it. 

3. Prohibitive measures. A board of trustees shall 
not accept a deed which contains a clause by which the 
land conveyed may revert to the original grantor, his 
heirs, or assigns. A board of trustees shall not pormit 
church property to be sold, mortgaged, or otherwise en
cumbered for current expenses. No other denomination 
shall be permitted to hold steted appointmente in any of 
our churches without the consent of both the pastor and 
a majority of the board of trustees. 

2. INCORPORATION AND DEEDS 
1855. Before an annual conference, district confer

ence, a pastoral charge, or a society purchases real es
tete, let a reliable lawyer be consulted. Provide him 
with a copy of our BoOK OF DISCIPLINE for reference, and 
wherever the civil laws will pormit, proceed to incorpo
rate. The articles of incorporation, wherever the law will 
permit, should provide that the corporation shall be 
subject to the rules, regulations, doctrines, and BOOK OF 
DiSCIPUNE of the Free Methodist Church, incorporated 
as "The Free Methodist Church of North America," as 
from time to time adopted by the (Jeneral Conference of 
that church insofar as they do not contravene the civU 
laws, and that the secular affairs of the corporation 
shall be managed by trustees elected according to the 
provisions of this chapter. When incorporation is com
plete, the deed shall be made out directly to the owning 
body in its corporate name and shall without exception 
contain the trust clause given in the following para
graph. 
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11856. 1. In states or provinces where the law re
quires church proporty to be held by trustees, and where 
incorporation cannot be secured as provided for in the 
preceding paragraph, let all deeds be made to trustees, 
naming them and their successors in office, and contain
ing the following trust clause: 

"In trust for the use and benefit of the Free 
Methodist Church of North America, incorporated 
under the name of 'The Free Methodist Church of 
North America,' subject to the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE, 
usages, and ministerial appointmente of said church, 
as from time to time authorized and declared; and, if 
sold, the proceeds shall be disposed of and used in ac
cordance with the provisions of said BOOK OF DISCI
PLINE, and the civil law; and in further trust and 
confidence that in the houses of worship now erected 
or that may hereafter be erected on said premises 
hereby conveyed, the seate shall be forever free; and 
in fiirther trust and confidence that the said trustees 
and their successors in office shall permit at all 
times the preachers who may be duly authorized ac
cording to the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE of the said Free 
Methodist Church, to hold religious services in said 
houses of worship according to said BOOK OF DISCI
PLINE." 

2. All property, whether real, personal, or mixed, ac
quired by any locid society, pastoral charge, district con
ference, annual conference, or other body, whether in
corporated or unincorporated, shall be held subject to 
the foregoing trust as set forth in Paragraph 856, Sec
tion 1, whether appearing in the evidence of title, or 
whether left out of such evidence of title, by mistake, 
inadvertsmce, willfully, or otherwise; and can only be re
leased pursuant to the provisions of Paragraph 857 of 
the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE. 

3. Since the Free Methodist Church in Canada has 
been incorporated by an Act of Incorporation assented to 
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on July 8, 1959, by the Parliament of Canada, therefore, 
let all property titles be drawn as follows: 

a. That all deeds for church property under the 
direction of the Free Methodist Church in 
Canada be held in trust for the Free Methodist 
Church in Canada by the trustees of the 

Society, of 
in the province of 

b. That all deeds or conveyances to the trustees 
on behalf of the Free Methodist Church in 
Canada or any congregations thereof, be drawn 
in harmony with the Second Schedule of the 
Act of Incorporation. (See Act of Incorporation, 
p. 12 and following.) 

f 857. Whenever it becomes advisable and the elect
ing body so authorizes, the trustees may sell or en
cumber or otherwise dispose of or convey church prop
erty by securing the consent of the suporintendent of the 
district or conference in which the proporty lies and of 
the Board of Directors of the Free Methodist Church of 
North America; provided that in aU cases the proceeds 
of such sale or encumbrance shall be used for the pur
chase or improvement of property for this same corpora
tion or trustees, or held subject to the order of the an
nual conference in which the property lies. If within 
three yetirs of the date of sale or encumbifmce the pro
ceeds have not been so used, the board of administration 
of the annual conference may name a committee to 
cooperate with the local church to lay plans for using 
such proceeds. If after two years of such cooperative ef
fort satisfactory plans have not been developed, the an
nual conference may take control of the proceeds. In the 
case of annual conference property, the authority so 
given may either be limited to specific property or may 
be a general authorization perteining te any or all of its 
property. 
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11858. Whenever any property is no longer used 
permanently for church purposes and it is so declared by 
the aimual conference, the trustees, if any remain, shall 
sell it and turn over the proceeds of sale to the annual 
conference, or convey the same to the conference in ite 
corporate name or to the conference board of trustees. If 
the local trustees should refuse to do so, their offices 
shall be declared vacant by the annual conference and 
•shall be replaced by the conference board of trustees. If 
no such trustees remain, the trustees of the annual con
ference shall take possession of the property by due 
process of law. The annual conference may authorize the 
conference board of trustees to sell and convey such 
property, the proceeds of sale to be used as the confer
ence may direct, in accordance with the civU law. 

3. ERECTION OF CHURCHES 
1859. 1. Our church buildings are a visual testi

mony to the surrounding community of our faith in God; 
therefore, the architecture, interior arrangemente, and 
landscaping of our buildings should convey honor and 
reverence for (Jod. All structures shall be hiult in com
pliance with zoning laws and building codes, and should 
not clash with the prevailing architecture of the 
neighboring area. New buildings shall be easily accessi
ble to the physically handicapped. All seats shall be 
free. Interior arrangemente should assist in making the 
preaching of the Word central in our services. Carefid 
planning is necessary and should include consideration 
of utility and maintenance coste, safety and acoustical 
features, and the long-term needs of the church. 

2. No step shall be taken involving pocuniary liabil
ity in erecting houses of worship or parsonages, or in 
purchasing real property of any kind, until the financial 
plan be approved in writing by the proper conference 
boards as determined by the annual conference. 
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3. No houses of worship, parsonages, or other build
ings shall be purchased or erected on leased ground, ex
cept on reservations or in other places where it is impos
sible to secure a deed in fee, or without the unanimous 
written consent of the church building and locations 
committee of the annu£d conference in whose territory 
the property is situated. 

4. Each annual conference shall appoint a committee 
of not less than three on "Church Buildings and Loca
tions," and no real property shall be purchased or build
ing erected within the bounds of the conference without 
this committee's approval in writing both of the location 
and the plan of the building, and of the title of the propi-
erty. When a church building is involved, this commit
tee shall make sure that proper accommodations have 
been made for the Sunday school before giving ite ap>-
proval. 
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CHAPTER DC 

T H E RITUAL 

A. Baptism 

B. The Lord's Supper 

C. The Solemnization of Matrimony 

D. The Burial of the Dead 

E. Ordination Services 

F. Dedication of Churches 
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CHAPTER IX 

THE RITUAL 

A. BAPTISM 
f 900. 1. Adult persons and the parente or guardians 

of every child to be baptized shall have the choice of 
immersion, sprinkling, or pouring. 

2. We wUl on no account whatever make a charge 
for administering baptism. 

I. OF INFANTS 

SERVICE OF INFANT BAPTISM 
[The minister coming to the font, which is to be filled with pvire 

water, shall say:] 

f 901.1. Dear friends in Christ: (Jod, through Moses, 
made covenant with Israel, saying to the poople, "And 
these words which I command you this day shall be 
upon your heart; and you shall teach them diligently to 
your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in 
your house, and when you walk by the way, and when 
you lie down, and when you rise."* 

In the days of the New Covenant, Christ Jesus said, 
"Let the children come to me and do not hinder them; 
for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven;"** and on 
the day of Pentecost the Apostle Peter declared, regard
ing the salvation given through Christ, "The promise is 
te you and to your children."*** 

It is therefore our privUege to present our chUdren to 
the Lord and our duty to raise them in His ways. These 
parente now bring this child to offer him/her in dedica-

•Deuteronomy 6:6-7 
••Matthew 19:14 
•••Acts 2:39 
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tion and to pledge in the presence of this congregation, 
to bring him/her up in the Lord's discipline and instruc
tion. 

Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting (Jod, who has 
made saving covenant with Your people and who, out of 
Your loving-kindness, has ordained that they should Uve 
before You in famiUes; we thank You that it is our priv
ilege to dedicate our children to You, in steadfast hope 
that they will cleave to Your covenant and Uve to Your 
glory. We entreat You for this child that he/she may be 
delivered fi-om the power of sin and Satan and be set 
apart to You by the power of the Holy Spirit. We pray 
for these parente that they may be given divine aid, so 
that both by instruction and example they may lead this 
child in the way of everlasting life, and so all may come 
in unity together to Your eternal kingdom. We pray for 
this congregation, that we may faithfully discharge our 
duties to both parente and child, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

[Questions to parents] 

1. Do you, in the presence of (Jod and this church, 
solemnly dedicate this child to the Lord? 

Answer: We/I do. 

2. Do you, so far as you are able on his/her behalf, 
renounce the devil and his works, the lure of the world 
and the sinfiil desires of fallen man, so that in the train
ing of this child you wiU not be led by them and so that, 
so far as you are able, you will keep this child from fol
lowing them? 

Answer: We/I do, 

3. WUl you faithfully strive by word and example to 
lead this child to personal faith in Christ? 

Answer: We/I will. 
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4. Do you accept the authority of the Old and New 
Testaments? 

Answer: We/I do. 

5. Out of them, wdl you diligently teach this child 
the commandmente £md promises of the Most High (Jod, 
raising him/her in the discipline and instruction of the 
Lord? 

Answer: We/I will. 

The congregation will now stand. Let us acknowledge 
our duty to strengthen this family with prayers and en
couragement, thus aiding both parente and child to ful
fill all that has here been promised. 

[The pastor shall here take the child, and say:] 

Name this child. 
, I baptize you in the name of the 

Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Let us pray: O God, from whom every family in 

heaven and on earth is named, grant that this child may 
increase in wisdom and steture, growing in favor with 
You and with man. So guide and uphold these parente 
that they may lead this child into that life of faith in 
Jesus Christ whose mark in this world is righteousness 
and in the world to come, everlasting bliss. May he/she 
be brought early to affirm in faith all that has here been 
pledged on his/her behalf, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Benediction: "Now to him who is able to keep you 
fi-om falling and to present you without blemish before 
the presence of His glory with rejoicing, to the only (Jod, 
our Saviour through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, 
megesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and 
now and for ever. Amen." (Jude 24, 25). 

[In the place of the second prayer, the minister may offer an extem
poraneous prayer which will incluae the petitions set forth in the 
printed prayer.] 
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SERVICE OF INFANT DEDICATION 

II 901.2. Dear friends in Christ: (Jod, through Moses, 
made covenemt with Israel, saying to the people, "And 
these words which I command you this day shall be 
upon your heart; and you shaU teach them diligently to 
your chUdren, and shall talk of them when you sit in 
your house, and when you walk by the way, and when 
you lie down, and when you rise."* 

In the days of the New Covenant, Christ Jesus said, 
"Let the children come to me and do not hinder them; 
for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven;"** and on 
the day of Pentecost the Apostle Peter declared, regard
ing the salvation given through Christ, "The promise is 
to you and to your children."*** 

It is therefore our privilege to present our chUdren to 
the Lord and our duty to raise them in His ways. These 
ptirente now bring this child te offer him/her in dedica
tion and to pledge in the presence of this congregation, 
to bring him/her up in the Lord's discipline and instruc
tion. 

Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting (Jod, who has 
made saving covenant with Your people and who, out of 
Your loving-kindness, has ordained that they should Uve 
before You in families; we thank You that it is our priv
ilege to dedicate our children to You, in steadfast hope 
that they wUl cleave to Your covenant and live to Your 
glory. We entreat You for this child that he/she may be 
delivered from the power of sin and Satan and be set 
apart to You by the power of the Holy Spirit. We pray 
for these parente that they may be given divine aid, so 
that both by instruction and example they may lead this 

•Deuteronomy 6:6-7 
••Matthew 19:14 
•••Acts 2:39 
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child in the way of everlasting life, and so all may come 
in unity together to Your eternal kingdom. We pray for 
this congregation, that we may faithfully discharge our 
duties to both parente and child, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

[Questions to parents] 

1. Do you, in the presence of (Jod and this church, 
solemnly dedicate this child to the Lord? 

Answer: We/I do. 

2. WUl you endeavor to live a life before this child 
which will give witness to your faith in Jesus Christ? 

Answer: We/I wiU. 

3. Do you accept the authority of the Old and New 
Testaments as the Word of (Jod? 

Answer: We/I do. 

4. Out of them, wUl you endeavor diligently to teach 
this child the commandmente and promises of the Most 
High (Jod, so that your chUd may early come to porsoned 
faith in Jesus Christ? 

Answer: We/I wiU. 

[Then shall the minister say:] 

Let us acknowledge our duty to support this family 
with our prayers £md encouragement, thereby aiding 
both parente and child to fulfUl all that has here been 
promised. The congregation will affirm this by stending. 

(The minister shall then take the child in his arms and say:] 

Name this child. Even as Joseph and Mary brought 
Jesus in the time of His infancy to the temple to present 
Him to (Jod, so now, in the name of the Lord Jesus 
CJhrist, we present in an act of dedi-
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cation to God, with a prayer that at an early age in life 
he/she may experience His justifying and sanctifjdng 
grace. Amen. 

[Here the minister shall pray an extemporaneous 
prayer on behalf of the parente and their chUd.] 

2. OF CHILDREN UNDER TWELVE 
1902. In lieu of the questions to parente or guard

ians in Paragraph 901.1, the following may be asked 
candidates for baptism who are under twelve years of 
age: 

1. Do you believe in Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Savior, and do you desire to be baptized in His 
name? 

Answer: I do. 

2. Do you intend by this act to testify to all the 
world that you are a Christian and will be a loyal 
follower of Christ? 

Answer: I do. 

3. Do you believe in the Holy Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testamente? 

Answer: I do. 

4. Trusting God to help you, will you resist tempta
tion always and keep from doing those things 
which you know to be sinful or displeasing to 
God? 

Answer: I wUl. 

5. WUl you attend the church services and do those 
things you know a Christian should do? 

Answer: I wUl. 
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3. THE AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISMAL VOWS 
FOR YOUTH MEMBERS 

II903. Dearly beloved, in your infancy your parente 
presented you at the altar of the church for the Sacra
ment of Baptism. That service was one of both dedica
tion and consecration. Your parente dedicated you to the 
Lord and took vows on your behalf. They promised to 
teach you from the Word of (Jod and to train you in the 
way that you should go. 

(Jod in His goodness has brought you to years of re
sponsibility, and you now desire to acknowledge before 
(Jod and His church the covenant then made on your 
behalf, to profess your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, to 
consecrate yourself to Him, and thereby to bind yourself 
anew to His service. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ has said, "So every one who 
acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge 
before my Father who is in heaven." 

Question: Do you confess your faith in God the 
Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and 
in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, and do 
you promise with the aid of the Holy Spirit to be 
Christ's faithful disciple to your life's end? 

Answer: I do. 

Question: Have you read and considered the vows 
taken for you in baptism, and do you affirm them 
with a humble and contrite heart, putting your 
whole trust in the mercy of (Jod which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord? 

Answer: I do. 

Question: Do you promise to make dUigent use of the 
means of grace, to share faithfully in the worship 
and service of the church, to give of your sub-

227 



Par. 904 BAPTISM 

stance as the Lord may prosper you, and to give 
your whole heart to the service of Christ and His 
kingdom throughout the world? 

Answer: I do. 

NOTE: Adulte having been baptized in infancy should 
reaffirm their baptismal vows according to Para
graph 360 of the BOOK OF DISCIPUNE. 

4. OF THOSE IN MATURE YEARS 
II 904. Dear friends in Christ: our faith declares 

that by the sin of Adam, man as the offspring of Adam 
is corrupted in his very nature, so that fi-om birth he is 
inclined to sin; and that new life Emd a right relation
ship with (Jod are possible only through the redemptive 
acte of (Jod in Christ Jesus. Believing these declarations 
to be true, and in obedience to the command of Christ, 
this person has come to make public confession that his 
sins have been weished away, and by means of baptism 
with water, to give sign of that inward washing and new 
life in Christ which are now his by faith. We therefore 
implore you to pray that through this means of grace 
he/she may be further moved to keep covenant with God 
and so may he/she ever experience the constant washing 
of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Spirit. 

(Then shall the minister say:] 

Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting (Jod, whose covenant is 

firm and whose promises are always to be trusted, we 
call upon you for this person that he/she, coming to his/ 
her baptism, may by this act give clear witness that he/ 
she has received Your inner washing through faith in 
the cleansing blood of your Son, Jesus Christ. May he/ 
she ever rejoice in the forgiveness of sins, the indwelUng 
of Your Spirit, the fellowship of the church and the as
surance of resurrection to glory in the world to come. 
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[Then shall the people stand, and the minister shall say:] 

Christ Jesus said, "(Jo therefore and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that 1 have commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always, even to the close of the age." 

You, who present yourself for water baptism, have 
heard this congregation's prayers that (Jod will continue 
His loving favor toward you and bring you to His eter
nal kingdom. And (Jod, who keeps covenant, has prom
ised by His only Son, who offered himself up for our re
demption, to grant you these gracious favors. You must 
now promise, in the presence of this congregation, to 
keep covenant with Him, renouncing the life of sin, be
lieving His Holy Word and obediently keeping His 
commandments. 

[Then shall the minister ask each candidate these questions, to be 
answered individually:] 

1. Do you have the inward witness that your sins 
are forgiven through faith in Jesus Christ our 
Lord? 

Answer: I have. 

2. Do you renounce the devil and his works, the lure 
of this ungodly world and the sinful desires of 
fallen man, so that you will not follow nor be led 
by them? 

Answer: I do. 

3. Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth? and in Jesus Christ, 
His only begotten Son, our Lord? that He was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, bom of the virgin 
Mary? that for our sakes He suffered under Pon
tius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried: 
that He arose again on the third day? that He as
cended into heaven and now sits at the right 
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hand of (Jod, the Father Almighty, from which 
place He wdl come again, at the end of this pres
ent age, to judge the living and the dead? And do 
you believe in the Holy Spirit, the fellowship of 
the church, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrec
tion of the body, and everlasting life after death? 

Answer: All this I firmly believe. 

4. Is it your desire to be baptized in this faith? 
Answer: It is my desire. 

5. In the fellowship of the church, will you obe
diently do (Jod's wiU and walk in His holy com
mandmente aU the days of your life? 

Answer: I will endeavor to do so, the Lord being my 
helper. 

[Then shall the minister take by the hand each person to be bap
tized, place him in a convenient place and shall baptize him by sprin
kling, pouring, or immersion, according to his desire, saying:] 

., I baptize you in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

(Then shaU the minister use the following prayer, or substitute an 
extemporaneous one including the same petitions:) 

(Jod, our Father, who gives to all who repent and be-
Ueve the gospel the right to be called children of (Jod, 
may Your grace ever be effectual in this. Your child. 
And may he/she enjoy the greater baptism of the Holy 
Spirit so that all sinful inclinations may be conquered 
by Your power, and every Christian virtue may live and 
grow in him/her. Grant to him/her a place of service in 
the fellowship of Your church and may his/her witness 
in the world tging glory to Your holy name. Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(Here may foUow a benediction if the service is ending.) 
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B. HOLY COMMUNION: T H E SACRAMENT 
O F T H E LORD'S S U P P E R 

(The use of individual communion cups is recommended, wherever 
practicable.) 

I. GENERAL DIRECTIONS 

f 910. 1. Let all our ministers exercise due care to 
see that no person known to be living an immoral life, 
or to be guilty of any disreputable practice be admitted 
to the Lord's table among us until he shall have given 
satisfactory evidence of repentance and amendment of 
life. 

2. All persons properly included in the general invi
tation may be allowed to partake of the Lord's Supper 
funong us. 

3. The officiating pastor may select lay assistante in 
the distribution of the elemente. 

2. ORDER FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF 
THE LORD'S SUPPER 

*The Invitation 
1911. You who truly emd earnestly repent of your 

sins, who live in love and peace with your neighbors, 
£md who intend te lead a new life, following the com
mandmente of (Jod, and wedking in His holy ways, draw 
near with faith, and take this holy sacrament to your 
comfort; and, humbly kneeling, make your honest con
fession to Almighty God. 

The General Confession 
[The minister may pray:] 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
maker of all things, judge of £dl men, we confess that we 
have sinned, and we are deeply grieved as we remember 
the wickedness of our past lives. We have sinned against 
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You, Your holiness, and Your love, and we deserve only 
Your indignation and anger. 

We sincerely repent, and we are genuinely sorry for 
all wrongdoing and every failure to do the things we 
should. Our hearts are grieved, and we acknowledge 
that we are hopeless without Your grace. 

Have mercy upon us. 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father, for the 

sake of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, who died for 
us. 

Forgive us. 
Cleanse us. 
Give us strength to serve and please You in newness 

of life and to honor and praise Your name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

[Then may the minister say, "Let us continue our confession as we 
pray together the prayer Jesus taught His disciples."] -

* The Lord's Prayer (In unison) 

Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debte, as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but de
liver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

[The minister may continue the prayer.] 

*The Affirmation of Faith 

O Almighty (Jod, our Heavenly Father, who with 
great mercy has promised forgiveness to all who turn to 
You with hearty repentance and true faith, have mercy 
upon us, pardon and deliver us fi-om our sins, make us 
strong and faithfid in all goodness, and bring us to ever
lasting life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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[Then may the minister say, "Let us pray for inner cleansing."] 

*The Collect (To be prayed in unison) 

Almighty (Jod, luito whom all hearte are opened, 
all desires known, and from whom no secrete are 
hid: cleanse the thoughte of our hearte, by the in
spiration of the Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love You, and worthily magnity Your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Sanctus 

It is always right and proper, and our moral duty, 
that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
te You, O Lord, holy Father, Almighty and Everlasting 
God. 

Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all 
the inhabitants of heaven, we honor and adore Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying, 

(In unison) 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord (Jod of hostel 
Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord, most Ugh. Amen. 
[Then may be simg or recited] 

The Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father 
And to the Son 
And to the Holy Ghost: 
As it was in the beginning, 
Is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen. Amen. 
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[Then may the minister pray:] 

The Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

We do not come to this Your teble, O merciful Lord, 
with self-confidence and pride, trusting in our own righ
teousness, but we trust in Your great and many mercies. 
We are not worthy to gather the crumbs from under 
Your teble. But You, O Lord, are unchanging in Your 
mercy, and Your nature is love; grant us, therefore, (Jod 
of mercy, God of grace, so to eat at this Your teble that 
we may receive in spirit £md in truth the body of Your 
dear Son, Jesus Christ, and the merite of His shed blood, 
so that we may Uve and grow in His likeness, and, being 
washed £ind cleansed through His most precious blood, 
we may evermore Uve in Him and He in us. Amen. 

*The Prayer of Consecration of the Elements 

Almighty (Jod, our Heavenly Father, who gave in 
love Your only Son, Jesus Christ, to suffer death upon 
the cross for our redemption, who by His sacrifice, of
fered once for all, did provide a full, perfect, and suffi
cient atonement for the sins of the whole world, we come 
now to Your table in obedience to Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, who in His holy gospel commanded us to con
tinue a porpotual memory of His precious death untU He 
comes again. Hear us, O mercifiil Father, we humbly 
ask, and grant that we, receiving this bread and this 
cup, as He commanded and in the memory of His pas
sion and death, may parteke of His most blessed body 
and blood. 

In the night of His betrayal, Jesus took bread, 
[Here the minister may take the bread in his hand.] 

and when He had given thanks. He broke it and gave it 
to His disciples, saying, "Take, eat; this is My body 
which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me." 

In like manner, after supper He teok the cup, 
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[Here the minister may lay his hands upon the cups.] 

and when He had given thanks. He gave it to them, say
ing, "Drink of this, aU of you, for this is My blood of the 
New Testament, which is shed for you and for many, for 
the remission of sins; do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me." Amen. 

[Then may the minister first receive the communion, both the bread 
and the cup, and then give of the same to other ministers who may be 
present to assist him in the service. Alter that the minister shall give to 
the people the commimion, both the bread and the cup. When he deliv
ers the oread, he may say:] 

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given 
for you, preserve your soul and body unto everlasting 
life. Take and eat this in remembrance that Christ died 
for you, and feed upon Him in your heart, by faith with 
thanksgiving. 

[When the minister serves the cup he may say:] 

The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was shed 
for you, preserve your soul and body unto everlasting 
life. Drink this in remembrance that Christ's blood was 
shed for you, and be thankful. 

[If the consecrated bread or cup are used up before all have been 
served, the minister should consecrate more by repeating the prayer of 
consecration. When all have conununed the minister shall return to the 
Lord's table and place upon it the consecrated elements which remain, 
covering the same with a white linen cloth. The minister may then offer 
extemporaneous prayer, or speak briefly of the significance of the ser
vice, Emd conclude with a blessing.] 

The Benediction 

May the peace of (Jod which passes all understend-
ing, keep your hearte and minds in the knowledge and 
love of (Jod, and of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; and 
may the blessing of (Jod Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be yours now and forever. Amen. 

•These sections may be used when an abbreviated service is desired. 
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C. T H E SOLEMNIZATION O F MATRIMONY 

H 920. Publication of banns shall be made by pro
claiming the intended marriage oponly, in an audible 
voice, during divine service, in some church, chapel, or 
place of public worship of the religious body to which 
the minister or clergyman who is to solemnize the mar
riage belongs, situated within the local municipality, 
parish, circuit, or pastoral charge where at least one of 
the parties to the intended marriage has resided for the 
poriod of eight days immediately preceding, at one or 
more services according to the requiremente of the local 
jurisdiction. (Extracted fix)m the British Columbia Mar
riage Acte.) 

The minister shall declare during the church service: 
I publish the banns of marriage between 

of (place) and of 
(place). If any of you know cause or just imped

iment why these two persons should not be joined to
gether in holy matrimony you are to declare it. 

[At the time set, the man and woman to be married shall stand to
gether facing the minister, the woman on the man's left; and the minis
ter shall say:] 

1921. Dearly beloved, we are gathei-ed together 
here in the sight of (Jod and the presence of these wit
nesses to join together and 

in holy matrimony. Marrieige is an 
honorable estete, instituted by God in the time of cre
ation for the weU-being of mankind. It is safeguarded by 
the laws of Moses, affirmed by the words of the 
prophets, and hallowed by the teachings of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Marriage is a union close and enduring, a 
relationship in which a man and a woman forsake all 
others to become one flesh. This abiding union illus
trates the holy relationship between Christ and His 
church. Marriage is therefore not to be entered inte by 
any lightly, but reverently, soberly, and in the fear of 
(Jod. 
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[Addressing the man and woman, the minister shall say:] 

and , I 
charge you both as you stand in the presence of (Jod to 
remember that covenant love alone will avail as the 
foundation of a happy and enduring home. Let Christ, 
who was loyal to His own unto death, be your example. 
Let the Apostle Paul be your teacher, who wrote: "Love 
is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is 
not arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on ite own 
way; it is not irriteble or resentful; it does not rejoice at 
wrong, but rejoices in the right. Love bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things." 
If you keep this steadfast love ever before you and, re
maining faithful to each other, resolutely endeavor to 
fulfill the vows you now will make, (Jod's blessing will 
be upon you, and the home you establish will endure 
through life's every change. 

[Then the minister shall say to the man, using his Christian name:] 

wUl you have to be your 
wedded wife, to live together in the holy estete of mat
rimony? Will you love her, comfort her, honor and keep 
her, in sickness emd in heedth; and forsaking all others, 
keep yourself only for her, so long as you both shall 
Uve? 

[The man shall answer:] 

IwUl. 
[Then the minister shall say to the woman, using her Christian 

name:] 

wUl you have to be your 
wedded husband, to live together in the holy estete of 
matrimony? Will you love him, comfort him, honor and 
keep him, in sickness and in health, and forsaking all 
others, keep yourself only for him, so long as you both 
shall live? 
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[The woman shall answer:] 

IwiU. 
[Then shall the minister say:] 

Who gives to be married to 

[The father of the woman, or whoever gives her in marriage, shall 
answer:] 

I do. 
[Then the minister, receiving the hand of the woman from her 

&ther or other sponsor, shall cause the man with his right hand to take 
the woman by her r i ^ t hand, and say after him:] 

I, , teke you, , to be my 
wedded wife, to have and to hold, from this day forward, 
in plenty and in want, in joy and in sorrow, in sickness 
and in health, to love and to cherish tiU death us do 
part, and thereto I pledge you my faith. 

[Then shall they loose their hands, and the woman, with her right 
hand, shall take the man by his right hand, and shall likewise say after 
the minister:] 

I, , take you, —•. , to be my 
wedded husband, to have and to hold, from this day for
ward, in plenty and in want, in joy and in sorrow, in 
sickness and in health, to love and to cherish tUl death 
us do part, and thereto I pledge you my faith. 

[Then shall they again loose hands. The groomsman may give to the 
minister a ring, which the minister in turn will give to the groom, who 
will put it upon the third fin^ of the woman's left hand and, holding 
the nng, shall say after the minister:] 

This ring I give you in token and pledge of our con
stant faith and steadfast love. 

[In case of a double ring ceremony, the minister shall receive the 
other ring fi^>m the bridesmaid and shall deliver it to the woman to put 
upon the third finger of the man's left hand. The woman, holding the 
nng there, shall say after the minister:] 
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This ring I give you in token and pledge of our con
stant ffuth and steadfast love. 

[Then the minister ahaU say:] 

Let us pray. 
O Etemsd (Jod, creator and preserver of all mankind, 

giver of all spiritual grace, the author of everlasting life: 
send Your blessing upon this man and this woman 
whom we bless in Your name; that they, living faith
fully .together, may surely perform and keep the vow 
and covenant between them made, and may ever remain 
in perfect love and peace together, and Uve according to 
Your laws through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

[Then the minister shall say:] 

Forasmuch as and have 
consented together in holy wedlock and have witnessed 
the same before (Jod and this company and have pledged 
their faith each to the other and have declared the same 
by joining hands (and by giving and receiving a ring), 
therefore, by the authority granted to me as a minister 
of Jesus Christ, I pronounce that they are husband and 
wife together, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Those whom God has joined to
gether, let not man put asunder. Amen. 

[The man and woman then kneel, and the minister shall pray over 
them an extemporaneous prayer, prepared especially for the two of 
them.] 

[The man and woman shall stand, and the minister shall pronounce 
over them the following benediction:] 

(Jo forth into the world in peace. 
Be of good courage. 
Hold fast to that which is good. 
Render to no one evil for evil. 
Strengthen the faint hearted. 
Support the weak. 
Help the afflicted. 
Show honor to all. 
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Love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, 
The Father, 
The Son, 
And the Holy Spirit, 
Be upon you and remain with you forever. 

Amen. 
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D . T H E B U R I A L O F T H E D E A D 

f 930. We wUl not charge for funeral services. 

THE FUNERAL SERVICE 

[The minister may use the following order of worship at the church 
or chapel.] 

Opening Sentences, such as: 
"I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes 

in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and whoever 
lives and believes in me shall never die." 

"For this slight momentary affliction is preparing for 
us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, be
cause we look not to the things tha t are seen but to the 
things that are unseen; for the things tha t are seen are 
transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal." 

Invocation: 
0 Eternal (Jod, our Father, from whom we come and 

to whom we go, grant us the favor of Your divine pres
ence at this time in our earthly pilgrimage; assure us by 
Your Spirit tha t the one we serve, even Jesus, has con
quered death and is alive forevermore; enable us to view 
our temporal lives in the light of the eternal; and so 
may our spirite grow calm and our vision clear. Through 
Christ we pray. Amen. 

Hymn (by the congregation, musicians, or organist) 
(Optional) 

Obituary and/or Tributes (Optional) 
Old Testament Scriptures, such as: Psalms 23, 90, 

121 
New Testament Scriptures , such as: John 14:1-6; 

1 (Corinthians 15:35-49; 2 Corinthians 5:1-5. 
Hymn (by the congregation, musici£uis, or organist) 

(Optional) 
Meditation 
Prayer (for the fairdly and community) 
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Benediction (not used if the service is to continue at 
the graveside) 

[The minister shall at the appropriate time at the cemetery say:] 

"I am the resurrection and the Ufe; he who believes 
in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and whoever 
lives and believes in me shall never die" (John 
11:25-26). 

"For I know that my Redeemer lives, 
and at last he will stand upon the earth; 

and after my skin has been thus destroyed, 
then from my flesh I shall see (Jod, 

whoin I shedl see on my side, 
and my eyes shall behold . . . " (Job 19:25-27). 

"For we brought nothing into the world, and we can
not take anything out of the world" (1 Timothy 6:7). 

"The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away: 
blessed be the name of the Lord" (Job 1:21). 

[The following may also be used at the cemetery.] 

"Let not your hearte be troubled; believe in (Jod, be-
Ueve also in me. In my Father's house are many rooms; 
if it were not so, would I have told you that I go to pre
pare a place for you? And when I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and wUl take you to myself, 
that where I am you may be also. And you know the 
way where I am going. Thomas said to him, 'Lord, we do 
not know where you are going; how can we know the 
way?' Jesus said to him, T am the way, and the truth, 
and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me'" 
(John 14:1-6). 

[Then shall the minister say:] 

Inasmuch as Almighty (Jod, in his wise providence, 
has taken out of this world our deceased brother (sister, 
or child), we therefore commit this morted body to the 
ground, looking for the general resurrection in the last 

242 



BURIAL OF THE DEAD Par. 930 

day and the life of the world to come, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, at whose Second Coming in glorious 
m^esty to judge the world, the earth and the sea shall 
give up their dead; and the corruptible bodies of those 
who sleep in Him shall be changed, and made like unto 
His own glorious body, according to the mighty working 
whereby He is able to subdue all things unto himself. 

[The minister may pray extemporaneously or use the following:] 

The Collect 
O merciful (Jod, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who is the resurrection and the life, in whom whosoever 
believeth shall Uve, though he die, and whosoever Uveth 
and believeth in Him shall not die eternally, we meekly 
beseech You, O Father, to raise us from the death of sin 
unto the life of righteousness, that when we shall depart 
this life we may rest in Him, and at the general resur
rection on the last day may be found acceptable in Your 
sight and receive that blessing which Your well-beloved 
Son shall then pronounce to aU who love and fear You, 
saying, "Come, you blessed of my Father, receive the 
kingdom prepared for you fi-om the beginning of the 
world." Grant this, we beseech You, O merciful Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. Amen. 

Benediction 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 

(Jod, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all 
evermore. Amen. 
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E . O R D I N A T I O N S E R V I C E S 

1. O R D I N A T I O N O F E L D E R S 

[When the time appointed for ordination shall have come, one of the 
elders shall present to the president those who are to be ordained, say
ing: "I present to you these persons (reading their names aloud) to be 
ordained elders." Then the president shall say to the people:] 

1940. Dear friends in Christ: These who stand be
fore you we purpose, (Jod willing, this day to ordain el
ders. After due examination, we find they are persons 
called by (Jod to this ministry and suited for the same. If 
any of you knows anything to the contrary, come forth 
now in t h e n a m e of God and m a k e your objection 
known. 

The Collect 

Almighty God, the giver of all good gifts, who of 
Your divine providence appointed various orders in Your 
church: Give Your grace, we humbly pray, to these per
sons now called to the Order of Elders and so replenish 
them with the t ru th of Your doctrine and endue them 
with hoUness of Ufe that they may faithfiiUy serve be
fore You to the glory of Your great name and to the 
benefit of Your holy church, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one (Jod, now and ever. Amen. 

The Old Testament - Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year tha t King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sit
ting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and his t ra in 
filled the temple. Above him stood the serapliim; each 
had six wings; with two he covered his face, and with 
two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. And one 
called to another and said: 

"Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hoste; 
the whole earth is fuU of his glory." 

And the foundations of the thresholds shook a t the 
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voice of him who called, and the house was filled with 
smoke. And I said: "Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a 
man of unclean lips, £md I dwell in the midst of a people 
of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the 
Lord of hoste!" 

Then flew one of the seraphim to me, having in his 
hand a burning coal which he had taken with tongs 
from the altar. And he touched my mouth, and said: 
"Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken 
away, £md your sin forgiven." And I heard the voice of 
the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who wiU go 
for us?" Then I said, "Here I am! Send me." 

The Epistle - Ephesians 4:7-13 
But grace was given to each of us according to the 

metisure of Christ's gift. Therefore it is said, 
"When he ascended on high he led a host of cap

tives, 
and he gave gifte to men." 

(In saying, "He ascended," what does it mean but 
that he had also descended into the lower parte of the 
earth? He who descended is he who also ascended far 
above all the heavens, that he might fiU all things.) And 
his gifts were that some should be apostles, some 
prophete, some evangeUste, some pastors and teachers, 
for the equipment of the sainte, for the work of ministry, 
for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to 
the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
(Jod, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature 
of the fidhiess of Christ. 

The Gospel - John 10:11-18 
• I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays 

down his life for the sheep. He who is a hireling and not 
a shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf 
coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf 
snatehes them and scatters them. He flees because he is 
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a hireling and cares nothing for the sheep. I am the 
good shepherd; I know my own and my own know me, as 
the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay 
down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep, tha t 
are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they 
will heed my voice. So there shall be one' flock, one 
shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I 
lay down my life, tha t I may take it again. No one takes 
it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again; 
this charge I have received fix)m my Father. 

Beloved [or here the ordinands may be called by name, and that 
done, the president shall say to them as follows:] 

Each of you has heard in the lessons taken firom the 
Scriptures what dignity and importance belong to this 
office to which you are caUed. We have good hope that 
you have weighed and pondered these things long before 
th is t ime and t h a t you have clearly determined, by 
(Jod's grace, to give yourself fully to this office to which 
i t has pleased God to call you, so t ha t wi th all your 
strength you wiU apply yourself whoUy to this one thing 
£md direct all your concerns and studies this way and 
tha t you will continually pray to (Jod the Father, by the 
mediation of our only Savior, Jesus Christ, for the aid of 
the Holy Spirit, tha t by daily reading and weighing of 
the Scriptures, you may grow riper emd stronger in your 
ministry, and that you may endeavor repoatedly so to 
sanctify the lives of you and yours and to fashion them 
after the rule and doctrine of Christ, tha t you may be 
wholesome and godly examples and pa t te rns for the 
people to follow. 

And now, so that this present congregation of Christ, 
here assembled, may also unders tand your mind and 
will in these things, and t ha t your promise may the 
more move you to do your dut ies , you shall answer 
plainly these questions, which, in the name of God and 
his church, we here shall ask. 
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Questions for Elders 
Par. 940 

President: Do you confidently believe that you are 
called, according to the wUl of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to perform the duties of an elder? 

Answer: I so believe. 

President: Are you persuaded that the Holy Scriptures 
contain all doctrine required as necessary for 
eternal salvation through faith in Jesus 
Christ? And are you determined out of these 
Scriptures to instruct the people committed 
to your charge and to teach nothing as 
necesseiry to salvation but that which you 
shall be persuaded may be concluded from 
and proved by the Scriptures? 

Answer: I am so persuaded and have so determined by 
(Jod's grace. 

President: Will you then faithfully give diligence al
ways so to minister the doctrines and sacra
mente and discipline of Christ, as the Lord 
has commanded? 

Answer: I will do so by the help of the Lord. 

President: WUl you be ready, with faithful dUigence, to 
banish £dl erroneous and strange doctrines 
contrary to (Jod's Word; and will you use 
both public and private warnings and exhor
tations, as well to the sick as to the whole, as 
need shaU require and occasion be given? 

Answer: I will, the Lord being my helper. 

President: Will you be diUgent in prayers and in read
ing the Holy Scriptures and such studies as 
help to a knowledge of the same, shunning 
only that which is of the world and the flesh? 

Answer: I will endeavor so to do, the Lord being my 
helpor. 
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President: WUl you be diligent to regulate and fashion 
yourself and your family according to the 
doctrine of Christ and to make both yourself 
and them, as far as you are able, wholesome 
examples and patterns to the flock of Christ? 

Answer: I wUl be diligent to do so, the Lord being my 
helpor. 

President: WUl you maintain and set forward, as far as 
you are able, quietness, peace, and love 
among all Christian people and especially 
among those who are committed to your 
charge? 

Answer: I wUl do so, the liOrd being my helper. 

[The ordinands shall kneel, and the president shall say:] 

Let us pray. 
Almighty (Jod, our Heavenly Father, who of Your in

finite love and goodness toward us has given us Your 
only and most dearly beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
our redeemer, and the author of everlasting life, for 
these so great benefite of Your eternal goodness we ren
der unto You most hearty thanks; we praise and wor
ship You; and we humbly beseech You that we may con
tinue to show ourselves thankfid to You for these and 
all Your other benefite, and that we may dsdly increase 
and go forward in the knowledge and faith of You and 
Your Son, by the Holy Spirit, so that Your holy name 
may be forever glorified and Your blessed kingdom en
larged, through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
Uves and reigns with You in the unity of the same Holy 
Spirit, now and ever. Amen. 

[The president and the elders present shall lay their hands severally 
upon the head of each of them, and the president, addressing each by 
name shall say:] 

The Lord pour upon you the Holy Spirit for the office 
and work of an elder in the church of (Jod now commit-
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ted unto you by laying on of our hands. Faithftdly teach 
the Word of (Jod, faithfully serve His holy sacramente, 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 

[They shall continue to kneel, and the president shall deliver the 
Bible to each one of them and shall say:] 

Take authority to preach the Word of (Jod and to 
administer the holy sacramente in the congregation. 

Closing Prayer 
Most mercifid Father, we beseech You to send upon 

these, your servante, Your heavenly blessings, that they 
may be clothed with righteousness and that Your word 
spoken by their mouths may have success. Grant us also 
that We may have grace to hear and receive what they 
shall deliver out of Your most Holy Word, or shall speak 
in agreement with the same, as the means of our salva
tion; and that in all our words and deeds we may seek 
Your glory and the increase of Your kingdom through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Assist us, O Lord, in all our doings with Your most 
gracious favor and further us with Your continual help, 
that in all our works begun, continued, and ended in 
You we may glorify Your name and finally, by Your 
mercy, obtain everlasting life, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Benediction 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 

keep your hearte and minds in the knowledge and love 
of (Jod, and of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; and the 
blessings of (Jod Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

[Presentation of credentials and congratulations] 
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2. ORDINATION OF DEACONS 
[One of the elders shall present to the president those to be or

dained, saying: "I present to you these persons (reading their names 
aloud) to be ordained deacons.' Then the president shall say to the peo
ple:] 

H 941. Dear friends in Christ: these persons who 
stand before you we purpose, God willing, to ordain dea
cons. After due examination, we find they £ire persons 
caUed by God to this ministry and suited for the same. If 
any of you knows an5rthing to the contrary, come forth 
now in the name of God and set forth your objection. 

The Collect 
Almighty (Jod, who by Your divine providence has 

appointed various orders of ministers in Your church, 
and who did inspire Your apostles to choose into the 
order of deacons. Your first martyr, Stephen, with others, 
mercifully behold these Your servante, now called to the 
same office and administration; replenish them so with 
the t ruth of Your doctrine and adorn them with 
blamelessness of life that, both by word and good ex
ample, they may faithfiiUy serve You in this office, to 
the glory of Your name and the building up of Your 
church, through the merite of our Savior, Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, now 
and forever. Amen. 

The Old Testament - Jeremiah 1:4-10 

Now the word of the Lord came to me sajdng, 
"Before I formed you in the womb t knew you, 
and before you were bom I consecrated you; 
I appointed you a prophet to the nations." 

Then I said, "Ah, Lord God! Behold, I do not know 
how to speak, for I am only a youth." But the Lord said 
to me, 

"Do not say, 'I am only a youth'; 
for to all to whom I send you you shall go, 
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and whatever I command you you shall speak. 
Be not afraid of them, 
for I am with you to deliver you, says the 
Lord." 

Then the Lord put forth his hand and touched my 
mouth; and the Lord said to me, 

"Behold, I have put my words in your mouth. 
See, I have set you tiiis day over nations and 
over kingdoms, 
to pluck up and to break down, 
to destroy and to overthrow, 
to buUd and to plant." 

The Epistle - 1 Timothy 3:8-13* 

Deacons likewise must be serious, not double-
tongued, not addicted to much wine, not greedy for gain; 
they must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear 
conscience. And let them also be tested first; then if they 
prove themselves blameless let them serve as deacons. 
The women likewise must be serious, no slanderers, but 
temperate, faithful in all things.* Let deacons be the 
husband of one wife, and let them manage their chUdren 
and their households well; for those who serve well as 
deacons gain a good standing for themselves and also 
great confidence in the faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
••[For women ordinands, let this Scripture reading end with "faithftil in 
all things."] 

The Gospel - Luke 12:35-38 
Let your loins be girded and your lamps burning, 

and be like men who are waiting for their master to 
come home from the marriage feast, so that they may 
open to him at once when he comes and knocks. "Blessed 
are those servante whom the master finds awake when 
he comes; truly, I say to you, he will gird himself and 
have them sit at table, and he will come and serve 
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them. If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, 
and finds them so, blessed are those servante! 

[The congregation shall stand and remain standing, and the presi
dent shall examine each one of those to be ordained, in the presence of 
the people, in the foUowing manner] 

Questions for Deacons 

President: Do you believe you are inwardly moved by 
the Holy Spirit to take upon you the office of 
the minist^ in the churdi of Christ, to serve 
(Jod, promoting His glory and edifying His 
people? 

Answer: I so believe. 

President: Do you sincerely believe all the canonical 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testamente? 

Answer: I believe them. 

President: Will you diligently read and expound the 
same to the people placed under your care? 

Answer: I will. 

President: It belongs to the office of a deacon to assist 
the elder in divine service, to read and ex
pound the Holy Scriptures, to instruct the 
young, and in the absence of the elder to bap
tize and to minister Holy Commimion. And, 
ftirthermore, it is his office to search for the 
sick, the poor, and the helpless, that they may 
be visited and relieved. Will you do this 
gladly and wUlingly? 

Answer: I will do so by the help of (Jod, 

President: Will you apply all diligence to regulate and 
fashion your own life (and the lives of your 
family) according to the doctrine of Christ; 
and to make (both) yourself (and them), as far 
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as you are able, wholesome example(s) of the 
flock of Christ? 

Answer: I will do so, the Lord being my helpor. 

President: WUl you reverently obey those to whom the 
charge and government over you is commit
ted, following with glad mind and wUl their 
godly admonitions? 

Answer: I will endeavor so to do, the Lord being my 
helper. 

[The ordinands shall kneel, and the president, laying his hands sev
erally upon the head of eadi of them, shall say:] 

Take authority to execute the office of a deacon in 
the church of God, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

[Then shall the president deliver to each one of them the Holy Bible, 
saying:] 

Take authority to read the Holy Scriptures in the 
church of (Jod and to preach in the same. 

[Then shall be said the collects following:] 

Almighty (Jod, giver of all good things, who of Your 
great goodness has vouchsafed to accept and take these. 
Your servante, into the office of deacon of Your church; 
make them, we beseech You, 0 Lord, to be modest, 
humble, and constant in their ministration and to have 
a ready will to observe all spiritual discipline; that they, 
having always the testimony of a good conscience and 
continuing ever stable and strong in Your Son, Christ 
Jesus, may so well behave themselves in this lower of
fice, that they may be found worthy to be called into the 
higher ministries in Your church, through Your same 
Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, to whom be glory and 
honor, now and ever. Amen. 

Assist us, O Lord, in all our doings with Your most 
gracious favor, and further us with Your continual help, 
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that in all our works begun, continued, and ended in 
You, we may glorify Your holy name, and finally, by 
Your mercy obtain everlasting life, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Benediction 
The peace of (Jod which passes all understanding 

keep Your hearte and minds in the knowledge and love 
of (Jod and of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. And the 
blessing of (Jod Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
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F . DEDICATION O F C H U R C H E S 
[The congregation being assembled, let an_appro^ate hymn be 

ig. Afterward, let extemporary pr " 
minister, or someone appointed, read:] 
sung. Afterward, let extemporary prayer be offered. Then shall the 

H 950. The first lesson. Psalm 84: 
How lovely is thy dwelling place, 
O Lord of hoste! 
My soul longs, yea, fainte for the courte of 
the Lord; 
my heart and flesh sing for joy to the living 
(Jod. 

Even the sparrow finds a home, and the 
swallow a nest for herself, 

where she may lay her young, 
at thy altar, O Lord of hoste, my King and 
my (Jod. 
Blessed are those who dwell in thy house, 

ever singing thy praise! Selah 

Blessed are the men whose strength is in 
thee, 

in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
As they go through the valley of Baca 

they make it a place of springs; 
the early rain also covers it with pools. 

They go fi-om strength to strength; 
the (Jod of gods will be seen in Zion. 

0 Lord (Jod of hoste, hear my prayer; 
give ear, O (Jod of Jacob! Selah 

Behold our shield, O (Jod; 
look upon the face of thine anointed! 

For a day in thy courte is better 
than a thousand elsewhere. 

1 would rather be a doorkeejor 
in the house of my God 
than dwell in the tente of wickedness. 
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For the Lord (Jod is a sun and shield; 
he bestows favor and honor. 

No good thing does the Lord withhold 
firom those who walk uprightly. 

O Lord of hoste, 
blessed is the man who truste in thee! 

The second lesson, Hebrews 10:19-26: 
Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to 

enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by the new 
and living way which he oponed for us through the cur-
tein, that is, through his flesh, and since we have a 
great priest over the house of (Jod, let us draw near with 
a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearte 
sprinkled clean fi-om an evil conscience and our bodies 
washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession 
of our hopo without wavering, for he who promised is 
faithfid; and let us consider how to stir up one another 
to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, 
as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and aU the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

For if we sin deUberately after receiving the knowl
edge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for 
sins. 

[Then let an appropriate hymn be sung, after which the minister 
shall deliver a sermon suitable to the occasion. Contribution may then 
be received tnm the people.] 

[Then let the trustees stand before the altar, and one of them, or some
one in their behalf, say imto the minister:] 

We present unto you this building, to be dedicated as 
a churdi for the service and worship of Almighty God. 

[Then shaU the minister request the congregation to stand, while he 
repeats the following declaration:] 
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DECLARATION 

Dearly beloved, it is meet and right, as we learn 
from the Holy Scriptures, that houses erected for the 
public worship of God should be specially set apart and 
dedicated to reUgious uses. For such a dedication we are 
now assembled. With gratitude, therefore, to Almighty 
(Jod, who has signaUy blessed His servante in their holy 
enterprise of erecting this church, we dedicate it to His 
service, for the reading of the Holy Scriptures, the 
preaching of the Word of God, the administration of the 
holy sacramente, and for all other exercises of religious 
worship and service, according to the BoOK OF DISCI
PLINE and usages of the Free Methodist Church. 

[Then let the dedicatory prayer be offered.] 
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CHAPTER X 

APPENDIXES 

H 1000.1. The Articles of Incorporation and the 
Bylaws of the Free Methodist Church of North America 
are found in the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE, Part H, Pars. 1000 
and 1001. 

f 1020.1. All the following forms are found in the 
BOOK OF DISCIPLINE, Part n . Pars. 1020-1026, and in the 
Pastor's Handbook. 

PROPERTY 
1. Application for Permission to Sell or Mortgage 

church Proporty of the Free Methodist Church. 
2. Consent of the Superintendent Having Jurisdic

tion of Proporty to be Sold Under Provisions of 
Paragraph 857 of the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE. 

3. Declaration of Trust (Suggested) 
4. Articles of Incorporation (uggested) 
5. Bylaws (Suggested) 
6. Form of Bequest 
LICENSES 
1. Local Preacher's License 
2. Renewal of Local Preacher's License 
3. Lay Minister's License 
4. Renewal of Lay Minister's License 
5. Aimual Conference EvangeUst's License 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. Recommendation for Stetus of Ministerial Candi

date 
RESTORATION OF PARCHMENTS 
1. Recommendation for the Restoration of Parch

mente 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
1. Ministerial Candidate — Annual Conference Cer

tificate 
2. Certificate of Standing (Conference) 
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•3. Certificate of Standing (Denomination) 
4. Certificate of Location 
DELEGATES 
1. Annual Conference Credentials 
TRANSFERS 
1. FuU Membership Transfer 
2. Acknowledgment of Tranfer 
3. Transfer of Membership to Another Denomination 
4. Preparatory Membership Transfer 
5. Youth Membership Transfer 
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References are to paragraphs and subdivisions. 
BOOK OF DISCIPLINE PART I: 

Introduction, Paragraphs 100-449, 500-950, 1000.1, 1020.1 
BOOK OF DISCIPLINE PART H: 

Paragraphs 450-499, 1000-1001, 1020-1026 

Abortion, 331 
Administration, Board of — see Board of Administration 
Administrative Commission, 460-464 

amenable to Board of Administration, 460(1) 
Board of Directors, Publishing House, 460(2), 464(4) 
Board a[ Industrial Relations, 460(9) 
composition, 451(3), 460(1) 
conference boundaries, 4i34 
conference claimants and Social Security, 461-461.1 
Court of Appeals, 460(4), 711 
merger of conferences, 591(9:c-d) 
Pension Board, 461.7(3) 
Pension Plan, 461.7 
powers of, 460-460.1 
Publishing House, 464 
questions of law, 46(K5) 
retirement program (claimants), 461-461.1 
salaries, 460(7) 
Social Security, 461.1 
Social MinistiT' 

Board of, 460(8) 
Department of, 463 

Administaitive committee (annual conference), 412 
Administrative districts, 444(2), 448 
Administrator, headquarters, 451(6:a)(7:b), 452(l:cX2), 464(5), 470(9), 

480(6), 494(3) 
Adult Ministries 

director, 400.1(3), 400.2(12), 403(1), 413 
division of, 470(7:a:3), 471(3), 602 

Alcohol, 158(4), 335.1, 473(5) 
Aldersgate Christian Training, 601(2) 
Aldersgate feUowships, 362(2), 472(9), 474(l:b:l:e)(l:d) 
Amending the constitution, methods of, 225-227, 251(3) 
Annual conference, the, 405-428 

administrative committee, 412 
adult ministries, director, 413 
amenability of traveling ministers, 416(8), 552, 706-707, 709 
appeals, 710, 718, 726 
appointments, 419-422 
boards 

Christian education, 413 
evangelism, 414 
ministerial education and guidance, 416, 477.1-477.5, 478, 530, 

581(l:b), 603, 605 
stewardship and finance, 423 
world missions, 417 
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boundaries, 427, 433-434, 591(10) 
budget, 423 
character of ministers, 416(8) 
children's ministries, director, 413 
citation of, 729 
committee on church buildings and locations, 859(3-4) 
committee on ministerial relations, 426 
committee on social issues and ministries, 418, 463(8) 
conference claimants, 409(9) 
conference year end, 424 
credentials, 1025 
delegates, 277, 401(2), 402(1), 406 
divorce, 530(2), 534(4), 553 
ethnic ministries, 554, 603 
evangelists, 416 
extension conferences, 482.1 
financial reports, 409(6) 
limitation « powers, 425 
membership, 277, 406 

character of, 416(8) 
election to orders, 550, 551 
examination of candidates, 530 
fit>m other denominations, 534 
fiiU, 477.3, 531 
termination, 428(13,15), 535 
transfer, 428(12). 533, 580(13) 

merger of, 591(10:c-d) 
min&terial appointments committee, 401(7), 416(1), 419-422,482(2:c,£ 

580(8), 591(7) 
ministerial candidates, 406, 416(3), 477.2, 477.5 
ministerial relationS'Committee, 426 
mission origin, of, 405, 433(37-52), 441, 491(5), 498 
names of conferences, 405, 433 
new conferences, 491(5), 591(10) 
new societies on conference boundaries, 427 
nominating superintendent, 581(l:b) 
officers, 409, 410 
order of busmess, 428 
pension plan agent, 409(7) 
place and time, 407 
procedure and questions, 428 
property, declared abandoned, 858 
provisional conferences, 405, 491(4), 498, 591(10:e) 
right of petition, 447 
secretary, 409(2) 
stewardship and finance, 409(5), 423 
Sunday school promoter, 413 
superintendents, 401(7), 410, 411, 580-583, 801 
superintendent's cabinet, 411 
treasurer, 409(3) 
voting, 408 
youth ministries, director, 413 
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Annual meeting, the, 401-401.1 
absentee voting illegal, 401(l:a) 
elections 

delegates to annual conference, 401(2), 401.1(5, 6) 
nominating committee, 401(8) 
pastor's c^inet, 401(3) 
stewards, 401(4) 
trustees, 401(4) 

evaluation of pastor and church, 401(7) 
meetings, annual and special, 401(l:a)(6), 580(3-4) 
order of business, 401.1 
pastor to preside without vote, 401(1) 
pastor's return, vote upon, 419(2) 
trustees' report, 401(5), 401.1(9) 
year end, 424 
see Society meeting 

Appeals 
Ck)urt of Appeals (Administrative C>)minission), 46(X4), 711 
educational institutions, 473(7) 

f;eneral directions, 702 
ay members, 726, 741, 743 

lay ministers, 720, 726 
local preachers, 719 
ministerial candidates, 718 
right of, 228, 473(7), 726 
summary of ministerial discipline, 719.1 
traveling ministers 

to annual conference, 710 
to Court of Appeals, 460(4), 711 
to General Conference, 711-712 

Appellate Court, 460(4-5), 702 
Appointment of pastors, 416(6), 419-422, 482(2:c,e4) 
Architecture, church, 481(l:b:4), 859 
Area cabinet, 581(l:c), 591(2) 
Area superintendent; 410(2) 
Articles of Incorporation, 1000, 1020(4) 
Articles of organization and government, 275-289 
Articles of Religion. 100-131 
Associate membership, 365 
Association of Free Methodist Educational Institutions, 473, 474 
Association of Free Methodist Evangelists, 480(1,6), 481(l:a) 

see Evangelists 
Athletic program, intercollegiate, 473(4) 
Auditor 

annual conference, 409(4) 
district conference, 430.1(6) 
general church, 451(8) 
official board, 402(3), 402.1(6) 
society, 400.2(5:b) 
statistical, 400.1(3), 400.2(6) 

Auxiliary organizations 
Light and Life Men International, 485 
Women's Missionary Fellowship International, 497 
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Ballot voting required — see Voting 
Baptism 

article on, 124 
modes of, 900(1) 
ritual 

adults, 904 
affirmation of vows for youth and adult members, 360, 903 
children, 902 
infants, 901.1 

who may baptize 
deacons, 550(2) 
elders, 551(3) 
unordained ministers, 522, 608 

Beauest, form of, 1020(6) 
Bishops 

amenability, 692 
area cabinet, 581(l:c), 691(2) 
assignment to areas, 59(K2:e) 
Board of Bishops, 590 
Burundi, 437(4-5)(6:e) 
Canadian, 436(4,7) 
Council of Bishops, 203 
decisions of, 409(2:e), 591(11) 
duties and powers, 419, 581(6), 590(2), 591, 716(2) 

assist area fellowships, 691(10:a) 
call special sessions of Cieneral Conference, 284(2) 
cite ministers, 591(9), 730 
ex officio members of commissions, 451(3) 
ordain deacons, elders, 491(2:c), 550, 551, 591(13) 
organize conferences, 491(5:a), 591(10:b) 
preside 

annual conferences, 409(1), 691(11) 
area cabinet, 591(2) 
General (Conference, 286, 591(11) 
ministerial appointments committee, 419 

election, 285, 436(4), 437(4), 444(1), 451(2), 590(1) 
financial report, 409(6) 
pension, 461.7, 594 
questions of law, 591(11) 
residence, 591(3) 
retirement, 593-594 
rulings, 591(11) 
state of work report, 592 
support, 460(7), 800 
terms of office, 285, 590(1) 
vacancies filled, 451(2) 

Board, (general Missionary, 490(1), 492, 495 
Board of Administration, 287, 444, 449, 460-453, 460(1), 460.1, 470(1), 

480(1), 490(1), 492(1) 
composition, 46(K1) 
duties, 442, 461, 476(2:b). 482(2:g,h), 482.1, 483(7) 
election of, 444(2) 
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elects 
bishop, to fill vacancy, 461(2) 
committee on cooperative or federated ministr ies , comity, and 

merger, 451(11) 
council on ethnic affairs, 451(10) 
Executive Committee, 451(9) 
Investment (Committee, 461(4) 
president, vice-president, 460(1) 
secretaiy, 461(6) 
United Ministries for Christ budget committee, 452 

employs, 444(1), 451(2,6-8) 
financial statements filed with, 451(13) 
merger proposals, 591(10:c-d) 
nominating committee for commissions, 451(3) 
officers are amenable to, 451(2) 
organization, 461(1,3) 
powers, 451 
primary duty of members, 451(3) 
report to General (Conference, 451(5) 
rules and regulations, 450(2) 
time of meeting, 451(1,3) 
United Ministries for Christ, 436(8), 462-453, 484, 491(l:a) 
vacancies, how filled, 451(2) 

Board of Bishops, 690-694 
see Bishops 

Board of Christian education 
conference, 413 

composition, 413(1) 
director of (Christian education, 413(l-3)(5) 
election, 413(1) 
organization, 413(2-3) 

local, 402(9), 403, 413(7) 
appoint staff or nominate to society, 403(3) 
composition, 402(9), 403(1) 
director of (Christian education, 403(1) 
election, 403(2) 
report to official board 402(9), 402. l(i) 
responsibilities, 403(4) 

Board of Control, John Wesley Seminary, 476(2:b) 
Board of directors 

(Commission on Missions, 493 
Free Methodist Church, 483(4), 857, 1001 
indemnification of, lOOi, Article VIII 
Publishing House, 460(2), 464(4) 

Board of education, 470(1) 
Board of evangelism 

conference, 414, 480(6) 
general, 480(1) 
local, 402(11) 

Board of Industrial Relations, 46(K9) 
Board of Light and Life Christian schools, conference, 471(l:h:4) 
Board of ministerial education and guidance, conference, 416 
Board of social ministry, 460(8), 463 
Board of stewards, 630-631 
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Board of stewardship and finance, conference, 423 
Board of trustees, -UKJ.KS), 400.2(19), 401(4-5), 402(1), 402.1(9:n:4X9:0), 

473(6), 474, 850-858 
Board of missions, local, 400.1(3), 400.2(20), 404, 496(3-4) 
Board of world missions, conference, 41'7 
Boundaries of aimual conferences, 427, 433-434, 591(10) 
British Isles — see United Kingdom 
Burial service, 930 
Burundi Jurisdictional Conference, 437 

bishop, 437(4-6)(6:e), 
governing body, 43'7(3) 
powers and duties, 437(6) 
pvupose, 437(2) 

Free Metiiodist (Church, 1001 
suggested form, 1020(5) 

Cabinet 
bishop's area, 591(2) 
pastor's, 401(3) 
superintendent's, 411 

Calendar committee, 401(3:f), 402.1(8) 
Canada 

church extension districts, 482(2:b) 
educational institutions, 474(2), 475(5) 
Jurisdictional (Conference, 436 

bishop, 436(4,7) 
finances, 436(7-8), 476(5) 
governing body, 436(3) 
powers and duties, 436(5), 482(2:b) 
transfer of ministers, 436(6) 

property titles, 856(3) 
(Certificates, credentials, parchmente 

annual conference delegates, 1025 
evangeliste, 1021(5) 
Genial (Conference, 283 
lay members 

certificate of office to be surrendered under penalty, 727 
delegate's credentials, annual conference, l(j26 
transfer, 366, 1026 

lay ministers, 1021(3-4) 
local deacons, elders, 532(1), 715,1023 
local preachers, 1021(1-2) 
ministerial candidates, 1022, 1024(1) 
ministers in fiill membership 

certificate of standing (transfer), 416(7), 533(1-2), 1024(2-3) 
forfeiture and surrender, 532(2-3), 715 
location, 1024(4) 
loss of parchmente, 532(4) 
ordination parchmente, 476(l:b:5), 532(1), 591(13) 
restoration of parchments, 715(1), 1023 

recommendations, 1022 
see Licenses 
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Chaplains, 566-567 
ordination as elder accelerated, 551(2) 

Charities — see Social Ministry 
Children 

afBrmation of baptismal vows, 903 
Division of (Children's Ministries, 470(8:a:l), 471(1), 496(4) 
instruction of, 610(3), 515(28) 
ritual of baptism of, 901-902 
youth members, 355-356, 400.1(1), 401(2) 

(Children's Day, 515(31:b) 
Children's ministries 

director, 400.1(3), 400.2(10), 403(1), 404(1), 430(1) 
division of, 470(8:a:l), 471(1), 496(4) 

(Christian conduct, Introduction (D), 157-160, 315-342 
abortion, 331 
alcohol, use of, 158(4), 336.1 
(Christian citizenship, 112, 159(1), 340, 332 
civU oaths, 333 
dancing, 334 
discipline of the body, 336 
drugs, misuse of, 168(4), 335.1 
employer and employee, 338 
false worship, 15'7(3), 320 
homosexual oehavior, 342 
human r i^ te , 330 
labor relations, 338 
Lord's Day, the 157(2), 322 
marriage and divorce, 159, 341, 630(2), 634(4), 553 
pomo^p^phy, 336.3 
prescription drugs, 335.1 
public schools, 334 
race relations, 168(2), 330 
sabbath, 157(2), 322 
secret societies, 157(4), 321 
simplicity of life, 158(6), 337 
stewardship, 160(6), 336, 804 
war and peace, 332 

Christian education 
adult ministries, 403, 413, 470(8:a:3), 471(3) 
children's ministries, 403, 413, 470(8:a:l), 471(1), 496(4) 
(Christian day schools, 471(l:h) 
(Commission on, 470-478 
conference board of, 413 
continuing education, 479 
department of, 453, 470(8:a), 471 
director of, 400.1(3), 400.2(8), 403(1) 
general director of, 444(1), 451(7), 470(9) 
local board of, 402(9-10), 402.1(9:i,t), 403 
non-English speaking requiremente, 478 
representetion on ofncial board, 402(1) 
Sunday school promoter, 402(9), 403(1), 413(1,3) 
Sunday schools, 403(1), 413(1,3), 470(8) 
youth minisbries, 403(1), 413(1,3), 471(2) 
see Departmente 
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Christian community. Introduction (A), 121, 350-367 
associate memberdiip, 366 
characteristics of the living church, 121, 350 
Free Methodist feUowships, 362(2) 
fiill membership, 360-362 
membership care committee, 364(3) 
preparatory membership, 361-352 
reinstatement, 364(1,4) 
transfer of membership, 366-367, 1026 
youth membership, 355-366 

(Christian experience. Introduction (D), 114-120, 300-309 
assurance, 118-119, 304 
awakening to (3od, 116, 301 
consecration, 119, 305 
divine healing, 309 
entire sanctification, 119, 306 
gilte of the Spirit, 3(J8 
growing in (Christ, 119, 307 
repentance and restitution, 116, 302 
trust, 303 

(Christian fellowship 
see (Christian community 

Christian growth groups, 380, 620-621 
leaders, 380; 400.2(21), 620 

course of reading for, 621 
duties, 380, 620 
election, 380, 400.2(21) 

pastor's responsibiUty for, 400.2(21), 516(4,15-16), 620(4) 
(Christian life, 300-381 
(Christian worship — see Worship 
(Christian Youth Crusaders — see Children's ministries 
Church, the. Introduction (A), 121-125, 376-381, 400 

(Church buildings and locations 
committee, 859(3-4) 
services, 481(l:b:4) 

(Church calendar committee, 401(3:f), 402.1(8) 
Church Extension 

conferences, 482.1 
districte, 482 
division of, 481(l:b) 
loan fimd, 483 
pastoral aimointmente, 482(2:c,e,f), 482.1(e) 
societies, 482(2:d-fl 

Church growth 
committee on evangelism and, 402(11) 
Department of Evangelism and, 481 

(Church planting 
division of, 481(l:c) 
Free Methodist fellowships, 362(2) 

(Church property, 860-859 
abandoned, 858 
architecture, church, 481(l:b:4), 859(1) 

270 



INDEX ' 

bylaws, 1001, 1020(5) 
Canadian, 856(3) 
church buildings and locations 

committee on, 859(3-4) 
services, 481(l:b:4) 

deeds, 680(9), 864(1,3), 855-866 
foreign countiies, 496 
tree seate. Introduction (B), 227(2), 856(1) 
incorporation and deeds, 400.2(17), 580(9), 854(1,3), 865-868,1020(4-5) 
mortgage of, 854(3), 857, 1020(1) 
ritual of church dedication, 950 
sale of, 854(3), 857-858,1020(1) 
titie to land abroad, 495 
trust clause, 856, 1020(3) 
bTistees, local, 400.1(3), 400.2(19), 401(4-5), 402(1), 402.1(9:n:4)(9:o), 

860-864 
use by other denominations, 854(3) 

Church trials — see Trials 
Circuite — see Pastoral charges 
Citations, 729-730 
Citizenship, Christian, Introduction (C), 112, 159(1), 340, 332 
Civil oaths, 333 
Claimante — see (Conference Claimante' Plan 
Classes and class meetings, 

see Christian growth groups 
Comity, committee on, 451(11) 
Commission, Administrative — see Administrative Commission 
Commission on Christian Education, 470-4'79 

tmienable to Board of Administration, 47(X1) 
composition and organization, 451(3), 470(1), 474(l:a:6) 
continuing education, 479 
departmente 

Christian Education, 470(8:a), 471 
Higher Education and the Ministry, 470(8:b), 472-477.5 

non-English speaking requiremente, 478 
see Christian education. Higher education, and Ministerial education 

and guidance 
(Commission on Evangelism, 480-485 

amenable to Boara of Administration, 480(1) 
church extension 

conferences, 482.1 
division of, 481(l:b) 
loan fimd, 483 

church planting, division of, 481(l:c) 
composition and organization, 461(3), 480 
department of evangelism and church growth, 481 
evangelism, division of, 481(l:a) 
finance, 480(4), 483, 484 
general director, 480(6) 
Light and Life Men Iiitemational, 486 
objectives, 480(2) 
urban, ethnic and social ministries, division of, 481(l:d) 

271 



INDEX 

(Commission on Missions, 490-499 
amenable to Board of Administration, 490(1), 491(9) 
area administrative assistante, 49(K1), 491(7) 
composition and organization, 451(3), 49(Kl-3) 
conterences, mission and provisional, 491(4) 
conferences, fiill, 491(5) 
director of world missions, 494 
directors, board of, 493 
finance, 491(1) 
(lenerai or jurisdictional conference, 491(6) 
General Missionary Board, 490(1), 492 
Light and Life Men International, 490(1) 
missionaries' relationship to home conferences, 499 
missions and conferences, 498 
objectives and responsibilities, 490(5) 
personnel, 491(2), 494 
powers and duties, 491 
responsibilitiesof pastors, 496(1-4), 516(32) ' 
title to land in foreign countries, 496 
Women's Missionary Fellowship International, 490(1), 497 

(Commissions, 402(10), 451(3,13), 460-499 
Committees 

administrative, conference, 412 
appeals, 702(5-6), 710-712, 726, 741 
budget or finance, society, 402(3,6), 802(1-2) 
church buildings and locations, 869(3-4) 
cooperative or federated ministries, comity, and merger, 461(11) 
debt, to investigate complaint of, 743 
executive committee. Board of Administration, 451(9) 
investment committee, 451(4), 475(1); 483(2) 
membership care, 341(4:f-g), 364(3), 401(3:9), 402(5), 721 
merger, 461(11) 
ministerial appointments committee, 401(7), 419-22, 482(2:c,e), 

482.1(2:e), 580(8) 
ministerial relations, 426 
nominating, 400.2(22), 401(8), 413(3-6) 
nomination of commission members, 4:51(3) 
social issues and ministries, 402.1(7), 418, 463(8) 
trial, 400.2(16), 702(6-6), 706-708, 710, 712, 716(2-3), 719.1, 723-724, 

726, 730 
United Ministries for Christ budget, 452-453 

(Communion — see Lord's Supper 
Conference boundaries, 427, 433-434, 591(10) 
Conference Claimante' Plan, 409(9), 461-461.1 
Conference lay evangeliste, 416(2) 
Conference si4>erintendent — see Superintendent 
Conference year end, 424 
(Conferences 

annual, 405-428, 433-434 . 
see Annual conference 

district, 430-431 
see District conference 

extension, 482.1 
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(Jeneral, 200-253, 280-289, 440-448 
see (jeneral Conference 

jurisdictional, 252, 435-437 
mission, 491(4) 
mission origin, 433(36-52), 441, 491(4-6), 498 
provisional, 491(4), 498, 591(10:e) 

(Connectional nature and mission of Free Methodist Church, 400 
Conscientious objectors, 332, 409(2:h), 446 
Constitutional Council, 202, 226, 251, 253 
(Constitution, Free Methodist (Church, 100-160, 200-253 
(Constructions of law, 253(5), 409(2:e), 460(5), 591(11) 
Continuing education, 416(4), 479 
Cooperative or federated ministries, committee on, 461(11) 
(Council on Ethnic Affairs, 451(10), 478 
Counseling, marriage, pre-marital, 341(3), 470(7), 510(3) 
Courses of study, 477-477.4, 621 

Christian growth group (class) leaders, 621 
deacons, 477.3 
elders, 477.4 
itinerant credit, 477.5 
lay ministers, 600.1(2), 601 
local preachers, 477.1, 620(6) 
ministerial candidates, 477.2 
ministers from other denominations, 534(l:e) 

Court of Appeals, 460(4-6), 711 
(Covenant of membership, 154-160, 515(20)(31:e) 
Creation, 101-102, 105, 334 
Credentials — see Certificates, ete. 
(Crusade teams, 610 
Dancing, 334 
Deacons, local, 421, 422, 605 
Deacons, traveling, 477.3, 531, 550 

credentials, 632(1), 715 
duties of, 550(2) 
eldership, eligibility for, 661(1,2) 
ordination, 532(1), 560(1), 941 
qualifications, 477.3, 560(1) 
reception, 531 
see Ministers 

Debte, dispute over payment of, 515(26), 740-744 
Dedication of churches, ritual for, 950 
Dedication of infante, 901.2 
Deeds and titles, 495, 580(9), 854(1,3), 855-858 
Delegates 

absentees not members, 406 
annual conference, 277, 406 

credentials, 406, 1025 
election, 277, 401(2), 401.1(5) 
member of official board, 402(1) 

General (Conference 
credentials, 283, 440(2) 
election, 281(2-3), 282(2-3), 440 
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equal representation of laity and clergy. Introduction CB), 282(1), 
440 

lay delegates, 282, 440 
members of superintendent's cabinet, 411(2) 
ministerial delegates, 281, 440 
mission origin conference delegates, 441 

Denominational executives 
amenability to Board of Administration, 451(2,6-7) 
employment, 444(1), 451(6-7), 464(5), 470(8), 480(6), 494(1) 
financial reports, 451(12) 
not members of Board of Administration, 45(K1) 
retirement, 451(7:c) 
salaries, 460(7) 
supervised by administrator, 464(5), 470(8), 480(6), 494(3) 
vacancies, how filled, 461(2) 

Denominational magazine, 
see Light and Life magazine 

Departmente 
budgete, 453(9) 
(Christian Education, 453(9), 470(8:a), 471 

division of {idult ministries, 470(8:a:3), 471(3) 
division of children's ministries, 4'70(8:a:l), 471(1) 
division of youth ministries, 470(8:a:2), 471(2) 

• general director, 444(1), 461(7), 470(9) 
Evangelism and Church Growth, 453(9), 481 

church extension, 481(l:b), 482-483 
church planting, 481(l:c) 
evangeUsm, 481(l:a) 
extension conferences, 482.1 
finance, 463(9), 483, 484 
general dU-ector, 444(1), 461(7), 480(6) 
urban, ethnic, and social ministries, 481(l:d) 

Finance, 453(9) 
director of, 444(1), 451(6:b)(7:b), 462(2), 470(6), 483(5), 490(3) 

Higher Education and the Ministry, 453(9), 470(8:b), 472-477.5 
division of educational institutions, 470<8:b:l), 472-475 
division of ministerial education and guidance, 470(8:b:2), 476-477.6 
general secretary, 444(1), 461(7), 470(9) 

Publishing House, 464 
executive, 444(1), 451(7), 464(5) 

Social Ministry, 463 
World Missions, 453(2,9), 491(7), 496(2-3) 

general director, 444(1), 451(7), 491(7), 494, 498 
Directors 

adult ministries, 400.1(3),400.2(12),403(l),413(l,3),430(6:c),430.1(17) 
chUdren's ministries, 400.1(3), 400.2(10), 403(1), 404(1), 413(1,3), 

430(l,6:c), 430.1(17) 
Christian education,400.1(3), 400.2(8),403(1),404(1), 413(1,3), 430(6:c), 

430.1(17), 444(1), 451(7), 470(9) 
evangelism and church growth, general, 444(1), 451(7), 48(K6) 
finance, 444(1), 451(6:b)(7:b), 462(2), 470(5), 483(5), 490(3) 
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Free Methodist Church of North America, 1001 
indemnification of, 1001, Article VIII 
Penny-a-Day, 400.1(3), 400.2(15), 404(1), 409(8), 496(2,4) 
world missions, 444(1), 451(7), 491(7), 494, 498 
you th min i s t r i e s , 400.1(3), 400.2(11), 403(1), 404(1), 413(1,3), 

430(l)(6:c), 430.1(17) 
Disagreemente — see Insolvencies, and Debte, dispute over 
Discipline of ministers, 719.1 
DiscipUne of the body, 336 
Discipline, Book of, of the Free Methodist Church 

members to submit to, 151(2), 360, 362(1) 
superintendente to enforce, 580(2) 

District conference, 430-431 
citetion of, 729 
composition, 276, 430(1), 571 
duties, 430(6,6), 430.1 
judicial powers 

appoint arbiters, 741 
appoint trial committee, 724 
try appeals, 430(6:b), 726, 743 

officers, 430(3-4) 
order of business, 430.1 
right of petition, 447 
superintendente, district conference membership, 582 

District superintendent — see Superintendent 
Divine healing, 309 
Division of the house, 289, 408 
Divorce, restrictions on, 159(3), 341, 530(2), 534(4), 563 

see Marriage and divorce 
Doctrine, 100-131, 300-309 

Articles of ReUgion, 100-131 
school instruction to agree, 474(l:a:4) 

Dress, adornment — see Simplicity of Ufe 
Drugs, misuse of, 158(4), 336.1, 473(5) 
Education 

board of, 470(1) 
fimds, 475 
see (Christian education, and Higher education 

Educational institutions 472-474 
appeals, 473(7) 
athletic program, 473(4) 
Canadian, 474(2), 475(5) 
ethnic, 481(l:d) 

Elders, local, 421-422, 605 
Elders, traveling, 477.4, 551 

course of study, 477.4 
duties and powers, 651(3) 
qualifications, 477.4, 561(1) 
ritual of ordination, 940 
see Ministers 

Elementary and preschools, 471(l:h) 
Employer and employee, 338 
Endowment fimd, 475(1) 
Entire sanctification. Introduction, 119, 156, 306 

275 



INDEX 

EquaUty, Introduction (D), 112, 168(2), 330, 338 
Ethnic Affairs, CouncU on, 461(10), 478 
Ethnic ministries, urban and, 451(10), 481(l:d), 482(2:a:2), 564, 603 
Evangelism 

board of, 402(11), 414, 480(1), 481(1) 
pastors responsibUi^ for, 615(17)(3i:h) 
see (Commission on EvangeUsm 

Evangelism and (Church Growth, 481 
see Departmente 

EvangeUste, 415, 480(1,4), 481(1), 560 
amenabiUty, 415, 660(2) 
association of, 480(1,6), 481(1) 
lay evangeUste, 415(2) 
restrictions, 516(27), 660(3) 
righte and privil^es, 415 
supervision, 481(l:a:3) 
support, 803 

Examination of 
lay ministers, 600.1(3) 
local preachers, 620 
mini^erial candidates, 530 

Executive committee, Board of Administration, 451(9) 
Expulsion from membership, 153, 155 

aw>eal ftom, 162(3), 711-712, 726 
conduct leading to, 155, 702(1), 704, 721, 730(1), 741-744 
credentials to be surrendered, 632(3), 715, 727 
privUeges denied, 702(11), 727 
restoration of membership and credentials, 715(1-2), 728, 1023 
see Appeals, Penalties, Tnals 

Extension conferences, 482.1 
False worship, 320 
Fasting, 157(5), 407, 430(2), 442, 481(l:a:4), 501(2), 515(31:f) 
Federated ministries, 451(11) 
FeUowships, Free Methodist, 362(2) 
Finance 

committee, 402(3,6-7), 802 
director of, 444(1), 461(6:bX7:b), 452(2), 470(5), 483(5), 490(3) 
see Stewardship, and United Ministries for (Christ 

Financial reporte, 402(3), 409(6), 451(8,12-13), 462(l:e) 
Financial secretary, 402(3) 
Foreign missions 

Commission on Missions, 490-499 
Women's Missionary Fellowship International, 497 

Forms, 1020-1026 
Free Methodist Church 

articles of 
incorporation, 1000-1001 
organization and government, 276-289 
religion, 100-131 

bylaws, 1001 
constitution, 100-160, 200-253 
covenant of membership, 164-160 
doctrine and standards. Introduction, 101-160, 300-342 
history. Introduction (B) 
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membership and covenant, 150-160, 360-367 
organization, 200-289, 400-499 
principles of Free Methodism, Introduction (D) 
purpose and character. Introduction 

world Free Methodism, Introduction (B), 204, 250-253 
Free Methodist FeUowships, 362(2) 
Free Methodist PubUshing House, 464 

board of directors of, 460(2), 464(4) 
Free Methodist Youth 

representation on 
board of evangelism, 414(2) 
board of missions, local, 404 
missions botird, conference, 417 
official board, 402(1) 

see Youth ministries 
Free seate, 227(2), 856(1) 

see Introduction 
FuU members, adult 

covenant, 164-160 
how received, 366, 360-362 
questions, 360 
requiremente, 161 
restoration of membership, 364(1,4), 728 
righte, 152, 726 
termination, 153, 364(1,4), 702, 721 
transfer, 366-367, 1026(1-3) 
trials, 721-728 

Fund-raising, Introduction (D), 804 
See Stewardship 

Funds 
Canadian educational, 475(5) 
church extension loan, 483 
conference claimante, 461 
education, 476 
endowment, 472(13), 475(1) 
graduate ministerial student scholarship, 475(4) 
raising of, 804 
scholars, 476(2) 
student aid, 472(13) 
student scholarship, 472(13), 476(3) 
United Ministries for Christ, 452-453 

Funeral service, 930 
(JambUng, 168(5), 336.1 
(jeneral Board of EvangeUsm, 480(1) 
(jeneral church secretary, 451(5) 
(jeneral church treasurer 

duties of, 451(7:b), 452(2), 470(6), 483(6), 490(3) 
employment, 444(1), 461(6:b) 

(Jeneral (Conference, 200-253, 280-289, 440-448 
administrative districte, 444(2), 448 
arrangemente for, 460(6) 
composition, 200, 280-282, 440-441 
constitution, 261 
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delegates, 280-282, 440-441 
credentials, 283 
election of, 281, 282, 440 
superintendenrs cabinet, 411(2) 

interrelations, 250-263 
jurisdictional conferences, 252, 436-437 
new general conferences, 201, 250, 491(6), 591(10:a) 
nomination of Board of Administration members, 287, 444(2) 
officers, 285-286, 691(11) 
powers tmd restrictions 

electa bishops, 285, 444(1), 590(1) 
electe Board of Administration, 287, 444(2) 
hears appeals and petitions, 447, 591(11), 711-712 
makes laws for the church, 286, 446 
restrictive rules, 226-228 

presiding officers, 285, 591(11) 
provisional genertd conferences, 436 
quorum, 288 
resolutions, petitions, proteste, 447 
right of petition to, 447 
secretary, 284(2), 445, 461(5) 
sessions, 284 
voting, 289 

General conferences, national, 491(6) 
General directors 

Christian education, 444(1), 451(7), 470(9) 
evangelism and church growth, 444(1), 461(7), 48(K6) 
world missions, 444(1), 451(7), 491(7), 494, 498 

General Missionary Board, 490(1), 492 
(jeneral officers — see Denominational executives 
General rules — see Covenant 
(jeneral secretary of higher education and the ministry, 444(1), 461(7), 

470(9) 
Gifte of the Spirit, 308 
(jood works, 113 
Government and organization. Free Methodist (Church, 200-289, 400-499 
Grante and loans, ^^1(1:^3), 483, 491(1) 
Headquarters administrator, 461(6:a,7:b) 

duties of, 461(7:b), 462(l:c)(2), 464(6), 470(9), 480(6), 494(3) 
Healing, divine, 309 
Higher education 

Aldersgate fellowships, 362(2), 472(9), 474(l:b:l:e)(l:d) 
annualconference boards, assistance to, 472(11) 
appeals, 473(7) 
Association of Free Methodist Educational Institutions, 

474(l:a:6)(l:b:3)(l:c-d) 
boards of tarustees, 473(6), 474(l:a:l) 
Canadian educational institutions, 474(2), 475(5) 
coUeges and secondary schools, 474(1) 
cooperating institutions, 474(l:b) 
denominational institutions, 474(l:a) 
department of, 453(9), 470(8:b), 472-477.5 
educational foundations, 474(l:c) 
educational fimds, 476 
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general secretary of, 441(1), 451(7), 470(9) 
guiding principles, 473 
JohnWesley Seminary, 470(8:b), 476(1,2) 
Light and Life (Christian schools, 471(l:h) 
organization and administration, 474 
powers and responsibiUties, 472 
scholarship fimd, 475 

History, Free Methodist Church, Introduction 
HoUneas — see Entire sanctification 
Homosexual behavior, 342 
Human righte, 330 
Human sexuaUty, bibUcal view of, 470(7), 472(18) 
Incorporation and deeds — see (Church property 
Incorporation, Free Methodist (Church of North America, 1000 
Incorporation, suggested form for articles of, 102(K4) 
Indemnification (^directors and officers, 1001, Article VIII 
Industrial relations, 338, 460(9), 615(26) 
Infant baptism, 356(2) footnote to, 360, 901.1 
Infant dedication, 901.2 
Insolvencies and disputes, 615(26), 740-744 
Institutions 

Canadian educational, 474(2), 476(6) 
Christian elementary and preschools, 471(l:h) 
educational, 472-474, 481(l:d) 
PubUshing House, 464 
seminary, 470(8:b:2:b), 476(2) 
social ministry, 463 

Instrumental music, 378 
Investment Committee, 461(4), 475(1), 483(2) 
Itineracy to be maintaiiied, 227(2) 
Itinerant credit, 476(l:b:4). 477.6 
John Wesley Seminary, 470(8:b), 476(1,2) 
Judicial administration, 700-744 

see Appeals, Appellate court, Eniulsions, Insolvencies and disputes. 
Penalties, Trials, and Triers of^appeals 

Jurisdictional conference, 262, 436-437 
Burundi, 437 
Canadian, 436 

Labor relations, 338, 515(26) 
see Secret societies 

Language of worship, 122, 308 
Last things, 126-130 
Law 

Administrative Commission decides questions of law, 46(K6) 
bishops' rulings, 409 (2;e), 591(11) 
constructions of, 253(6), 460(6), 691(11) 
law making body, (Jeneral (Conference, 286, 446 
moral law binding on Christians, 109 
see Judicial administration 

Lay delegate 
annual conference, 277, 401(2-3), 406, 1026 

official board member^p, 402(1) 
pastor's cabinet memberaiip, 401(3) 

(Jeneral Conference, 280, 282, 440 
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Lay evangeliste, 415(2) 
Lay helpers, 600-631 

(Christian growth group (class) leaders, 620 
crusade teams, 610 
Ucensed lay ministers, 600-608, 1021(3-4) 
stewards, 630-631 

Laymen 
equal representation with ministers, 227(2), 277, 282, 289, 408, 440, 

444(2), 461(9) 
trial of, 721-728, 742 
see Delegates, and Membership (lay) 

Lay ministers, 402(12:b), 600-608 
amenabUity, 601, 608, 720(1) 
course of study 600.1(2), 601-602 
employment, 600, 608 
examination, 600.1(3) 
Ucenses, 402(12:b), 402.1(9:g), 600.1, 601, 1021(3-4) 
membership 

district conference, 430(1) 
official board, 402(1) 
society, 607 

privileges, 600.1(4), 608 
trial, 720 

Legislative body, 286, 446 
Licensed lay mmisters, 402(12:b), 600-608 

Licensed local preachers, 402(12:a), 477.1, 520-22, 606 
see local preachers 

Ucenses, 477.1, 520, 600.1, 601, 1021 
see Certificates, ete. 

Li0ht and L^e maawsine, 428(25), 430.1(16), 515(29) 
Light and Life Christian schools^ 471(l:h) 
Light and Life Men, International 

auxiUary to general Board of EvangeUsm, 485 
financinl stetement 451(13) 
representation on 

(Commission on Evangelism, 480(1) 
Commission on Missions, 490(1) 
conference bocuxls, 414(2), 417 
district conference, 430(1) 
local board of missions, 404(1), 496(4) 

Literature 
evangelistic, 481(l:a:l) 
Publishing House, 464 
Sunday sctool, 430.1(16), 515(29) 
see Light and Life magazine 

Loans, grante and, 481(l-b:3), 483, 491(1) < ' 
Local deacon, elder, 421-422, 532(1), 606, 715, 1023 
Local preachers 

amenabiUty, 402(12:a:4), 520, 719(1) 
credentials, 402(12:a), 520, 1021(1-2) 
duties, 615(30) 522 
examination of, 520 
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Ucenses, 364(1), 402(12:a), 402.1(e-£), 477.1, 520 
membership in local church, 620(6) 
qualifications, 477.1 

Location of ministers, 420-422, 428(9), 536(1-2), 1024(4) 
Lord's Day, 157(2), 322 
Lord's Supper 

administration of, 910-911 
a t least quarterly, 615(7) 
deacons, 650(2) 
elders, 661(3) 
pastors, 515(7) footnote, 522, 608 
stewards, 631(2) 

article of religion on, 125 
duty to receive, 157(6), 631(l:f) 
pastor's duty in relation to, 516(6-7) 
ritual for, 911 

Love feaste, 379, 515(6) 
Marriage and divorce, 159, 341, 663 

counseUng, 341(3), 470(7), 510(3) 
grounds for divorce, 341(4:d) 
marital crisis, 341(4:a-d) 
marriage, 341(1-3,5) 

ritual for, 920 
who may perform ceremony, 522, 55(K2), 651(3), 608 

remarriage ca divorced persons, 159(3), 341(4:f-g,5) 
of ministers, 530(2), 634(4), 663 

see Divorce, restrictions on 
Matrimony, solemnization of (ritual), 920 
Meetings 

annual , 401-401.1 
Christian growth group (class), 380, 620 
district, 430(2), 430.1, 580(5) 
official board, 402-402.1, 580(3-4) 
society, 400.1-400.2 
superintendente', 580(3-4) 

Membership, conference, 631-535 
see Annual conference, membership 

Membership, lay, 150-160, 350-367 
admission to local societies, 351-363, 367 
associate membership, 365 
Book of Discipline, to submit to, 161(2), 360, 362(1) 
care committee, 341(4:f-g), 364(3), 401(3:g), 402(6), 721 
covenant of, 154-160, 360(2), 516(20)(31:e) 
divorced persons, 341(4) 
Free Methodist fellowships, 362(2) 
full membership, 360-362 
inactive membership list, 364(4) 
Ust, 515(10:b) 
new societies, 362 
official board responsibUities, 402.1(9:b,t) 
preparatory membership, 351-352, 401(2) 
questions for membersmp, 351, 355, 36C) 

see (Covenant 
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reception by transfer, 367 
relocation, 481(l:b:6), 515(26) 
report of distant members, 364(2) 
requiremente of fiiU members, 151, 154-160, 360 
restoration of (reinstatement), 155, 364(1,4), 728 
right of appeal, 726 
right of petition to General Conference, 447 
righte of fliU members, 152 
statistical report of membership, 366, 428(19), 516(9) 
termination of membership, 163, 364(1,4), 702, 721 
ti-aining course, 361(2), 355(3), 360(3), 610(3), 516(28) 
transfer, 366-367, 1026 
withdrawal, 153, 364(1,4) 
youth membership, 366-366, 366(6), 400.1(1), 401(2) 
see Enmlsion fixnn membership 

Memorials — see Resolutions, petitions, ete. 
Merger 

committee on, 451(11) 
of conferences, 591(10:c,d) 

MiUtarism and war, 332 
see Conscientious obrjectors 

Ministerial appointmente committee, 419-422 
appointe ministers, 419(2) 
chvirch extension districte, 482(2:e) 
composition of, 419(1), 591(7) 
evaluations of church and pastor, 401(7) 
fixes membership 

district conference, of superintendent, 682 
upon location, 422 

interim appointments, 419(2), 58(X8) 
may leave minister without appointinent, 420 
recommends for leave of absence, 421 
serve on board of ministerial education and guidance, 416 
vote by society, 419(2) 

Ministerial candidates 
amenabiUty, 477.2(8-10), 716(1) 
certificates, 532,1022, 1024(1) 
divorce, 530(2) 
Umitetions 

limit on time to complete course of study, 530(4) 
not eligible 

delegate to annual conference, 401(2) . 
ministerial appointmente committee, 419(1) 
vote in annual conference, 406 

membership in local society, 477.2(9) 
qualifications, 477.2, 530(1) 
reception as, 477.2, 630 
trial of, 716 

Ministerial education and guidance 
board of, 416, 477.1-47'7:5, 530, 533(4), 581(l:b), 603, 605 
division of, 476-477.6 
examination of 

local preachers, 402(12:a), 477.1, 620 
ministerial candidates, 477.2, 630(3) 
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itinerant credit, 477.5 
John Wesley Seminary, 470(8:b), 476(1,2) 
local deacons, elders, 605 
training of ordained ministers, 477-477.4 

Ministers 
advice to, 510 
annual conference relationship, 277, 406, 630-636 

reception as ministerial candidates, 428(3), 477.2, 530 
see Ministerial candidates 

reception into fiiU membership, 428(5), 531 
reception fix>m other denominations, 534 

appointmente 
evangeliste, 416 
inteiinL 419(2), 680(8) 
leave of absence, 421, 428(10) 
leave without appointment, 420 
location, 420-422, 428(9), 535(2), 1024(4) 
pastors, 419(2-4), 580(8) 
retired ministers, 428(11), 570-571 

Canadians, 436(6) 
chaplains, 551(2), 565-567 
character of, 416(8), 428(17), 500-510 
continuing education, 416(4), 479 
courses of study, 477-477.4 
deacons, 477.3, 550, 552 

see Deacons (main entry) 
discipline of, summary, 719.1 
district conference relationship, 43(K1), 571 
divorced ministers, 530(2), 534(4), 553 
elders, 477.4, 561-662 

see Elders (main entry) 
evangeliste, use of, 415, 515(27), 560 
leave of absence, 421 
ministerial candidates, 477.2, 530 
ministerial relations committee, 426 
ordination, 477.3-477.4, 560-661, 940-941 
pastoral duties, 365(3), 477.1(5), 496(1), 501, 510, 515-516, 520(4) 

see Pastors 
pension plan, 461.7 
personal life, 601 
reception {h)m other denominations, 534 
refusing appointment, 419(4), 552, 706 
rental of parsonage, 802(4) 
responsibiUties, 615-616 
restoration, 421, 536(4), 715 
retired ministers, 406, 461-461.7, 570-671 
steps to ordination, 477-477.5, 620, 530 
superintendente, 410, 680-683 
support, 802, 804 
suspension, 419(5), 704, 706-707 
termination of membership, 420-422, 535, 704, 715 

withdrawal under diarges, 632(3), 535(4), 716(2) 
ti-ansfer of membership, 416(7), 428(12,14), 436(6), 533, 580(13), 591(8) 
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trial of, 426, 691(9), 704-714, 730 
appeal to (Jeneral (Conference, 711-712 

see Ministry, Evangeliste, and Pastors 
Ministry, the, 500-594 

admuiistrative offices 
bishops, 590-594 
pastors, 515-516 
superintendente, 580-583 

advice to the minister, 610 
annual conference relationship, 530-635 
chaplains, 661(2), 565-567 
divorce and remarriage, 530(2), 634(4), 553 
examination of local preachers, 620 
ordained orders ' 

deacons, 550, 662 
elders, 551, 552 

personal life, 501 
see Pastors, and Ministers 

Minorities, 330, 603 
see EquaUty 

Minutes 
aimual conference, 409(2) 
annual meeting, 401(l:a), 401.1(11) 
district conference, 430(4), 430.1(21) 
General Conference, 446, 451(5) 
official board, 402(3), 402.1(4,10) 
society, 400.1(2), 400.2(24) 

Mission, (Connectional nature and, of Free< Methodist Church, 400 
Missionaries 

executive and office personnel, 491(7) 
furlough, leave of absence, 491(2:d), 494(7:b:2-4) 
honorary conference membership, 499 
ordination of, 491(2:cX4:b), 494(5), 550(1), 551(1) 
recommendation by, 494('7:a) 
subject to (Commission on Missions, 491(2) 
term cf service, 494(7:b:l) 
see Commission on Missions 

Missionary board, 490(1), 492 
Missionary meetings, 496 
Missionary FeUowsh^ International, Women's—see Women's Missionary 

FeUowship International 
Missions 

conference board, 417 
coordinator, 400.1(3), 400.2(14), 404(1,3), 417, 496(3-4) 
local board, 400.1(3), 400.2(20), 496(4), 515(32) 
promotion by pastors, 515(32) 
see Commission on Missions 

Music, 378 
Needs of persons. Introduction (C), 111-112 
New churches, 414, 481(l:b:l)(l:c), 482(1) 
New conferences, 491(3:c)(4-6), 691(10:b) 
New general conferences, 201, 260, 491(6), 691(10:a) 
New societies, 362, 414, 427, 482(lX2:d) 
Nominating committee, 400.2(22), 401(8), 413(3-6), 461(3), 581(l:b) 
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Official board 
board of Christian education, 402(9-10), 402.1(9:i,t), 403 
board of evangeUsm and chuixh growth, 402(11) 
board of missions, 404 
caU sodefy meeting, 400.1(4) 
commissions, 402(10) 
duties and powers, 402(3-11), 402.1, 802(4) 
finance committee, 402(8,6), 802(1-2) 
lay ministers 

Ucenses granted and renewed, 402(12:b), 402.1(9:g), 600.1 
recommendations, 402(12:b), 600.1(3) 

local preachers 
examination and approval, 402(12:a:2), 477.1(3) 
Ucenses granted and renewed, 402(12:a), 402.1(9:d-e), 477.1(6), 520 
recommendations, 402(12:a), 402.1(9:d), 477.1 

members of district conference, 430(1) 
membership and organization, 402(1-3,10), 520(6) 
membership care committee, 401(3:g), 402(5), 721 
order of business, 402.1 
special sessions, 580(3-4) 

Official bodies, 400-499 
Order of business 

annual conference, 428 
anni^al meeting, 401.1 
district conference, 430.1 
official board, 402.1 
society meeting, 400.2 

Order of public worship, 377 
see Worship 

Ordination 
accelerated, 560(1), 551(1-2) 
credentials, 632, 591(13) 
dupUcate certificates, 476(l:b:5), 532(1,4), 591(13) 
ethnic ministries, 664(1) 
foreign fields, 490(4:b), 494(5), 560(1), 551(1) 
itinerant credit, 476(l:b:4), 477.6 
missionaries, 491(2:c) 
ritiial, 940-941 
steps to, 477-477.6, 520, 630 
traveUng deacons, 477.3, 550(1), ^gK 13) 
traveUng elders, 477.4, 551(1-2), 691(13) 

Organization and government. Free Methodist Church, 200-289, 400-499 
Overseas loan fimd, 491(l:e) 
Parchmente — see (Certificates, ete. 
ParUamentary procedure 

del^iates, seated, 406, 440(2) 
see Roberfs Rules cf Order 

Parsonage rental, 802(4) 
Pastoral charges, 275 

annual meeting, 401, 401.1 
appointmente to, 419, 580(8), 591(7) 
divided, 580(10) 
official board responsible for, 402(4), 419(3) 
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representation in annual conference, 277, 401(2), 406 
siqierintendent's administration, 419(3), 580(1) 
superintendent's services, 58(X3-4) 
see Societies 

Pastors, 515-616 
administer Lord's Supper, 515(7) footnote, 522 
advice to, 510 
appointment of, 416(6), 419, 482(2:c,e,f), 482.1(2:c,e), 580(8), 691(7) 
evaluation of, 401(7), 419(2) 
responsibUities of, 400.1(2), 401(l:a)(3,6,8), 402(2,5-6,12), 404(1), 416(4), 

463(6), 496, 601, 510, 615-616 
call annual meeting, 401(6) 
continuing education, 416(4) 
counsel Iwal preachers, 477.1(5), 520(4) 
ex officio member aU committees, 402(2:b) 
membership classes, 510(3), 515(28) 
missionary emphasis, 496(1), 516(32) 
nominate 

Christian growth group (class) leaders, 400.2(21) 
director of Christian education, 400.2(8) 
pastor's cabinet, 401(3), 401.1(7) 

ob^rve special days, 615(31) 
organize crusade tesons, 610(1) 
preside 

business meetings, 400.1(2), 401(l:a), 402(2) 
trial of members, 725 

receive offerings 
missions, 496(1) 
social ministey, 463(6-7) 

recommend arbiters, 740 
recommend lay ministers, 402(12:b) 
recommend local preachers, 402(12:a) 
report incomes, 409(6) 
report membership, 615(9) 

support, 402(6), 402.1(9-o:2), 802, 804 
use Ucensed lay ministers, 600 
vote on pastor's return, 419(2) 
vote, when ineligible to, 400.1(2), 401(l:a) 
see (Courses of study, Ministers, and Ministry 

Pastor's cabinet, 401(3), 402(12), 477.1(5), 520(4) 
Penalties, 719.1(4) 

denial of sacramente, 702(11) 
expulsion, 702(1,11), 704, 706, 709, 715, 716(2), 721, 741-744 
forfeiture of credentials, 532(3), 715, 727 
location, 709 
probation (lay), 721(3), 728(1) 
reproof and censure, 704, 709, 716(2), 721 
restrictions of fUnctaon, 702(9), 704, 727 
suspension 

official bodies, 729 
persons, 702(9), 704, 706-707, 709, 716, 721, 730(2) 

termination of membership (lay), 721 
vacation of offices (lay), 727 
withdrawal under complaint, 632(3), 535(4), 716 
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Penny-a-Day director, 400.1(3), 400.2(15), 404(1), 409(8), 496(2,4) 
Pension plan, 461.7 

conference agent, 409(7) 
Petition to (Jeneral (Conference, right of, 447 
PoUtical activities — see Citizenship 
Pornography, 336.3 
Prayers, 157(5), 160(5), 307, 356(4), 360(6), 377, 379, 380, 407, 440 (intiro-

ductory note), 442, 481(l:a:4), 601(2), 610(2), 515(31:0 
see Fasting 

Preaching, advice on, 610(1) 
Pre-marital counseUng, 341(3), 470(7), 510(3) 
Principles of Free Metnodism, Introiduction 
Promoter, Sunday school, 402(9), 403(1), 413(1,3) 
Property — see CJhurch property 
Provisional conferences, 405, 490(4), 591(10:e) 
Provisional general conferences, 436 
PubUc schools, 337 
Public worship — see Worship 
PubUshing House, 460(2), 462.1, 464 

executive, 444(1), 451(7), 464(5) 
Purpose and Character of fVee Methodist Church, Introduction, 400 
Questions 

conference fiiU membership, 531 
lay membership 

fiUl, 360 
youth, 355 
preparatory, 351 

lay ministers, 600.1(3) 
local preadiers, 520(3) 
ministerial candidates, 63(K3) 

Quorum, (Jeneral Conference, 288 
Race relations. Introduction (D), 112, 158(2), 330 
Racial minorities, 481(l:d) 
Reception of members, lay, 360-362, 367 

reinstatement, 165, 364(1,4), 728 
Referendum, 225-227, 446 
Reporte 

Board of Administration to (Jeneral (Conference, 461(6) 
financial, 402(3), 409(6), 451(12,13) 
stete of work, by bishops, 592 

Resolutions, petitions, ete., 447 
Restoration of membership, 155, 364(1,4), 728 
Restrictive rules, 225-228 
Retirement 

bishops, 693, 594 
denominational executives, 451(7:c) 
ministers, 461-461.1, 570-571 
pension plan, 461.7 

Revival meetings, 516(31:h) 
see Evangeliste 

Righte 
appeal, 228, 473(7), 726 
church extension societies, 482(2:d) 
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evangeliste, 415 
fiiU members, 152 
human, 112, 168(2), 330 
petition to (jeneral (Conference, 447 
to Ufe, 331 
trial and appeal, 228, 702(2), 726 
voting, 152, 340 

Rituals, 381, 900-960 
baptism, 900-904 
burial, 930 
dedication of churches, 950 
dedication of infante, 901.2 
Lord's Supper, 910-911 
matrimony, solemnization of, 920 
ordination, 940-941 

Roberts Rules of Order, 400.1(5), 401(9), 402(13), 408, 431, 446, 450(2) 
Rules — see Covenant, 446 
Sacramente, 123-125, 381 

baptism, 124, 900-904 
Lord's Supper, 126, 910-911 

Salaries, 46(5(7), 800 
Salvation, 114-120, 300-309 
Sanctification — see Entire sanctification 
Scholarship fiinds, 475 
Schools — see Higher education 
Scriptures, Tlie, 108-110, 157(5) 
Secret societies, Intiroduction (D), 157(4), 321, 615(26) 

see Labor relations 
Searetary 

annual conference, 283, 409(2) 
anmial meeting, 401(l:a) 
Board of Administration, 450(1), 451(5) 
claimante, conference, 4()9(9) 
district conference, 430(4), 430.1(1,4) 
financial, 402(3) 
General Conference, 284(2), 446, 450(1), 451(5) 
higher education and tiie ministry, general, 444(1), 461(7), 470(9) 
offidal board, 400.1(2), 401(l:a), 402(3), 402.1(2) 
society meeting, 400.1(2), 400.2(3) ' 
stewardship, 409(5) 

Seminary, John Wesley, 470(8:b), 476(1,2) 
Senior atizens, 403(3) 
Senior teen representation, 402(1,10) 
Sermons, special 

advice re preaching, 61(K1) 
charity, 463(6), 616(31:c) 
evU speaking, 615(31:d) 

SexuaUty, bibUcal view of, 470(7), 472(18) 
SimpUdty of Ufe, Introduction (D), 158(6), 337 
Slavery, Introduction (B), 330 
Social issues and ministries, 330, 331, 332, 335.1,336.1, 336.2,336.3,338-

342, 402.1(7), 418, 463 
Social Security, 461.1 
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Social Ministry 
board of, 460(8) 
committee on, 402.1(7), 418, 463(8) 
department of, 463 
institutions, 463(6) 
offering for, 463(6-7) 

Societies, local 
church extension, 482(l)(2:d-fl 
citation of, 729 
duties, 400.1(3), 400.2, 401, 401.1 
membership in, 275 
merger, closing, 851(3), 858 
new societies, 362, 427, 691(4) 
right of petition, 447 
union of contiguous societies, 363 
see Pastoral charges, and Society meeting 

Society meeting 
duties, 400.1(3), 400.2, 402(11) 
membership and organization, 400.1(1-2) 
nominating committee, 401(8) 
order of business, 400.2 
special meetings, 400.1(4), 580(3-4) 
see Annual meeting 

Special days and occasions, 481(l:d:S), 515(31) 
Special rules — see (Coventmt 
Stewards, 630-631 

election, 400.1(3), 400.2(7), 680(3) 
members of official board, 402(1) 
number, 401(4), 630(2) 
privUeges and responsibiUties, 631 
qualifications, 63(1(1) 

Stewardship, Introduction (D), 160(6), 336, 360(7), 802(3), 804 
annual conference secretary, 409(6) 
board of, 423 
raising of fimds, 804 

Sunday school Uterature, 430.1(16), 515(29) 
Sunday schools, 403, 413, 470(8:a) 

Easter offering, 463(7) 
pastor's duties, 516(29)(31:g) 
promoter, 400.2(13), 403(1), 413(1,3) 
staff, 403(3) 
support, 413(7) 

Superintendente, 401(7), 410, 411, 680-583 
area, 410(2) 
assistante, 410(1), 581(4) 
cabinet, 411 
district conference membership, 430(1), 681(3), 582 
duties, 401(7), 419, 423, 430(3), 580, 591(2), 706-707, 716-717, 725 
election of, 410(1), 681(1) 
ethnic ministries, 664(2) 
financial report, 409(6) 
homes of, 801 
nomination of, 681(l:b-c), 591(2) 
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stationed superintendent, 581(4), 683, 801 
support, 583, 591(2), 801 
term of office, 581(5) 
training, 591(6) 
trial of, 708 
vacancies, 581(6) 

Supply 
district conference relationship, 43(K1) 
divorce, 663 
ineligible to stationing committee, 419(1) 
lay minister, 607-608 
local preacher, 521-522 
transfer of membership, 366(6), 621, 607 

Support, 800-804 
bishops, 460(7), 800 
Christian education ministries, 413(7) 
denominational executives, 460(7) 
evangeliste, 803 
pastors, 402(6), 402.1(9-o:2), 802, 804 
raising of fimds, 804 
retired ministers, 461-461.7 
superintendente, 583, 801 

Surrender of parchmente, 532(2-3), 715 
see Certificates, and Ministers 

Survey of opinion, 446 
Suspension 

annual conferences, 729 
district conferences, 729 
lay ministers, 720 
laypersons, 727 
local preachers, 719 
ministerial candidates, 716 
ministers, 419(6), 704, 706-707 
societies, 729 
see Expulsion, Ministers, and Trials 

Teller, 400.2(4), 401.1(4), 402(3) 
Temperance — see Drugs, misuse of 
Temporal economy, 80(^69 

church property, 860-859 
erection of churches, 869 
incorporation and deeds, 855-858, 1020(3-5) 
support of ministers, 800-804 

see Support 
trustees, 860-858 

Termination of membership, 153, 364(1,4), 702, 721 
Theological seminary, 470(8:b), 476(2) 
•nthing, 802(3), 804 
Tobacco, use of, forbidden, 158(4), 335.1, 473(6) 
Tongues, unknown, 122, 308 
Training course - see Membership, lay 
Transfer, certificates of 

lay, 1026 
ministerial, 633,1024(2-3) 
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recaption by, 367 
see Certificates 

Transfer of membership, 366-367 
Treasurers 

annual conference, 409(3) 
district conference, 430(4), 430.1(6,9) 
general church, 444(1), 461(6:b)(7,12), 470(5), 483(5), 490(3) 
official board, 401.1(3), 402(3), 402.1(6)(9-j) 
society, 400.2(6:a) 

Trials, 700-730 
appeals, 460(4-6), 691(11), 702(4-10), 710-712, 718, 726, 741, 743 
committee, 400.2(16) 
directions, general, 702-703 
lay member, 721-728 
lay minister, 720 
local preacher, 719 
ministerial candidate, 716 
minister in fiiU membership, 704-716, 730 
purpose of church discipUne, 700-701 
right of, 228, 702(2) 
superintendents, 7()8 
surrender and restoration of credentials, 716 

Triers of appeals 
Administrative (Commission, 46(X4-5) 
annual conference, 710, 718, 726 
bishops preside, 591(11) 
committee, 712 
(Court of Appeals, 460(4) 
district conference, 726, 741, 743 
(jeneral (Conference, 711-712 

Trust clause, 474(l:a:6:a), 856, 1020(3) 
Trustees, 402(1), 850-858 

amenabiUty, 853 
conference trustees, 850-864 
district trustees, 430(1), 430.1(18), 850-854 
duties and powers, 401(5), 401.1(9), 402.1(9:n:4), 862-858 
educational institutions, 473(6), 474 
elected, how, 400.1(3), 400.2(19), 401(4), 851-852 
local church, 400.1(3), 400.2(19), 401(4-5), 402(1), 402.1(9:n:4X9:o), 850-

864 
United Kingdom, 402(1) 
vacancies, 862 
see Church property, and Temporal economy 

United Kingdom 
administrative district, 448(11) 
bishop's area, 590(2:e) 
trustees, 402(1) 

United Ministries for Christ, 452-463, 480(4), 484, 491(l:a) 
budget committee, 452 
Canadian fimds, 436(8) 
operational guidelines, 453 
reporte, 402.1(9-j:3) 

Urban ethnic ministries, 481(l:d), 482(2:a:2) 
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Vacancies, how fiUed 
adult ministries, 403, 413(1) 
Board of Administration, 461(2) 
Board of Bishops, 461(2) 
chUdren's ministries, 403, 413(1) 
denominational executives, 461(2) 
Sunday school officers and teachers, 403 
superintendente, 581(6) 
tiiistees, 400.1(3), 400.2(19), 402.1(9:o), 851-862 
youth ministries, 403, 413(1) 

Voting 
annual conference method, 408 
baUote required, 277, 281(2-3), 282(2-3), 286, 400.2(7,8,19,21), 401(2,8), 

401.1(6-7), 409(1), 419(1), 444, 493, 581(1,5), 690(1), 620(1) 
Constitutional CouncU, 202(2,4), 253(5:b,c) 
duty as citizens, 340 
equaUty, laymen and ministers, 289, 408 
(Jenerail Conference method, 289 
ministerial appointmente committee, 419(1) 
ministers not to vote, 400.1(2), 401(l:a) 
quorum of General (Conference, 288 
referendum, 202(2,4), 226-227, 446 
return of pastor, 419(2) 
right to, 152 

War and peace, 332 
Wesley, John, 440(Introductory statement) 

sermon, 616(31:d) 
Withdrawal 

laymen, 153 
ministers, under complaint, 428(16), 532(3), 535(4), 709, 716 

Women's Missionary Fellowship International 
auxiUary to (Jeneral Missionary Board, 497 
file financial statement, 451(13) 
representation on 

Commission on Missions, 49(X1), 493(1) 
conference world missions board, 417 
district conference, 43(K1) 
local board of missions, 404(1), 496(4) 

World FeUowship of Free Methodist Churches, 204 
World Free Methodism, Introduction 
World Missions 

department of, 453(2,9), 491(7), 496(2-3) 
director of, 444(1), 451(7), 491(7), 494, 498 

Worship, Introduction (D), 122, 157(6), 376-381 
(Christian growth groups (classes), 380, 620-621 
language of, 122, 308 
love feaste, 379, 615(5) 
music, 378 
order of pubUc worship, 377 
rituals, 381, 900-950 
sacramente, 123-125, 900-904, 910-911 

Writ of review, 460(5) 
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Year, conference and local church, 424 
Yearbook 

educational institutions, published in, 472(10) 
financial reporte, 409(6), 461(12) 
membership, 616(9) 
youth memoers, published in, 366 

Young people 
official board responsibUity, 402(10), 402.1(9:t) 

Youth members, 355-356 
affirmation of baptismal vows, 903 
counted separately, 356 
ineUgible to vote, 356, 400.1(1), 402(2) 
transfer of membership, 366(5), 1026(6) 

Youth ministries 
directors, 400.1(3), 400.2(11), 403, 404, 413(1,3), 430(l)(6:c), 430.1(17) 
division of, 470(8:a:2), 471(2), 496(4) 
senior teen representetive, 402(1,10) 
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FOREWORD 

Approximately once every four years, the Free Methodist 
Church of North America holds a denominationwide business 
meeting cEdled a General Conference. Delegates gather to rep
resent annual conferences; educational institutions and institu
tions of mercy send their leaders; headquarters executives 
stand by as resource people. Nationals from many coimtries tuid 
insight and dimension to the deliberations. During the week-
long event issues are debated, informal visits are carried on, 
prayers are offered, and in worship services suited to the occa
sion, the Word of God is preached. 

This BOOK OF DISCIPLINE contains the fruit of the 1985 (Jen
eral Conference. It contains more than that, of course. There 
are elements in it that trace back to the (Christinas Conference 
of 1784 when in the new world, the Methodist Episcopal 
Church was organized. The book is, therefore, a blend of the old 
and the new, expressing one C!hristian bod^s efforts to be his
toric and contemporEuy at the same time. 

The BOOK OF DISCIPLINE, the handbook of the denomination, 
must of necessity cover a wide range of matters briefly. The is
sues dealt with are as differing as steps to ordination. Articles 
of Religion, membership procedures, headquarters organization, 
and scores of other subjects besides. This year, for the purpose 
of convenience, the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE is being published in 
two parts. Part I deals with the doctrines, character, and ritual 
of the Free Methodist Church. Part 11 deals with the structure 
and function of the Board of Administration. In these two 
books, we have one bodjr's efforts, by legislation and Christian 
counsel, to glorifs^ Jesus Christ who is Lord over His people. 

The Editors 
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BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION Par. 451 

2. BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION 

H 450. 1. The Board of Administration shall consist 
of the bishops, the Grenertd Conference secretary who is 
the secretary of the board, twenty traveling elders and 
twenty lay members elected in the manner prescribed in 
Paragraph 444, Section 2. Termination of membership 
in the Free Methodist Church shall automatically ter
minate membersiiip on the Board of Administration. No 
Greneral Conference officer other them the bishops and 
the secretary shall be a member of the Board of Admin
istration. The Board of Administration shall elect its 
president and vice-president. It may request nomina
tions from the special committee outlined in Section 3 of 
Paragraph 451 if it so desires. 

2. The board shall provide rules and regulations for 
the conduct of its business. Roberfs Rules of Order in 
the latest edition shall be the standard of parlieimentary 
procedure in the sessions of the Board of Administra
tion. 

H 451. 1. The Board of Administration shall have 
general organizational, promotional, and supervisory 
powers over all the activities of the church during the 
interim between General Conference sessions. It shall 
meet annually and whenever the bishops or one third of 
the members shall deem it necessary. A m^ority of the 
members elected shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business. 

2. The Board of Administration shall have power to 
accept resignations and fill vacancies, to remove for 
cause any of its members or any denominational execu
tive during the interim between General Conference 
sessions, subject to the provisions of the BOOK OF DISCI
PLINE. In the event of a vacancy in the Board of Bishops 
in any but the last year of the interim between General 
Conference sessions, each conference board of adminis-
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tration may submit a nomination to the general Board 
of Administration which shall elect by ballot. 

3. The Board of Administration shall meet im
mediately at the close of the (Jeneral Conference and 
shall have power to organize itself into commissions and 
assign its work to the commissions, notwithstanding 
anything hereinafter set forth. 

A committee of not less than eight of equal number 
of ministers and laymen, exclusive of the Board of 
Bishops, shall be elected by the Board of Administration 
to nominate the chairmen and other members of the re
spective commissions. The committee may consult the 
Board of Bishops if it deems it wise to do so. The bishops 
shall be ex officio members of all commissions but shall 
not serve as chairmen. 

The members of the Board of Administration owe 
their primary duty to the board and their secondary 
duty to the commission to which they have been ap
pointed as committee members. All the commissions are 
committees of the Board of Administration to which 
each commission is responsible for duties assigned. 

4. The Board of Administration shall elect an In
vestment Committee composed of qualified persons, both 
ministers and lajrmen, who are active in the life and 
work of the church, the total number to be determined 
by the board. Members shall be nominated by the 
Executive Committee of the Board of Administration. 
The board shall determiiie the length and number of 
rotating terms served by a member of the committee. 

A philosophy of investment and guidelines iFor im
plementation shall be prepared by the Investment 
Committee for periodic review and approval by the 
Board of Administration. 

The Investment Committee will have charge of the 
investment funds of the general church, including the 
funds to be invested by the several commissions, and 
such funds as may be assigned by other church-related 
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institutions, according to purposes and policies estab
lished by the Board of Administration. 

No treasurer of these church funds shall be a mem
ber of this committee. No member of the committee 
shall be eligible to borrow directly or indirectly or to 
participate in the benefits of any money borrowed from 
the funds of the church. The Investment Committee 
shall not invest the trust funds of the church in any in
vestments except such as are lawful for the investment 
of trust fimds in the state in which the Free Methodist 
Church may be incorporated. 

The Investment Committee shall repKirt annually to 
the Board of Administration. 

5. The Board of Administration shall elect a secre
tary of the Greneral Conference who shall serve as the 
secretary of the Board of Administration and its execu
tive committee. The secretary may be nominated by a 
committee of the board. He shall be the custodian of the 
(General Conference records and journals and shall keep 
a record of conscientious objectors reported to hirn by the 
annual conference secretaries. (See Par. 332, Sec. 3.) It 
shall be his duty to make a fiill reptort of the proceedings 
of the Board of Administration to the Greneral Confer
ence. 

When the Board of Administration deems it feasible, 
it shall employ a general church secretary as a denomi
national executive who shall then assume all the re
sponsibilities and authority of the secretairy of the Gen
eral Conference and other duties as may be assigned 
him by the board. The general church secretary shall be 
nominated by the executive committee of the board. 

6. a. The Board of Administration shall employ a 
general headquarters administrator who shall 
be charged with the general administration of 
the denominational headquarters and other re
sponsibilities as assigned by the Board of Ad
ministration and who shall be amenable to the 
Board of Administration through its president. 
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b. The Board of Administration shall employ a 
director of finance and general church trea
surer to administer the finances of the church. 
The general church treasurer shall be bonded. 

7. a. The Board of Administration shall employ 
other suitable personnel in the leadership of 
the various church ministries pursuant to Par
agraph 444, Section 1. Those designated as de
nominational executives shall meet with the 
commissions to which their work is assigned. 

b. All denominational executives employed by the 
Boeu-d of Administration shall be responsible to 
the Board of Administration as to their official 
duties and shall work vinder the supervision of 
the general headquarters administrator. 

c. A denominational executive may retire after he 
reaches the age of sixty-two years. Otherwise 
he shall retire when he reaches the age of 
sixty-five years. He may retire at any time be
cause of failing health. Any question of disabil
ity shall be determined by the Boeird of Admin
istration. (See Pars. 593 and 594 for retirement 
of bishops.) 

8. The Board of Administration shall employ a cer-
• tified public accountant firm to audit annually the ac
counts of the general church treasurer. The auditor will 
make an annual report in writing to the Board of Ad
ministration with recommendations, if any. 

9. The Board of Administration shall form an execu
tive committee composed as follows: 

— the president, vice-president, and secretary of the 
Board of Administration; 

— one lay member and one minister from each 
commission elected by the Board of Administra
tion; 

— one bishop, if one is not already an officer of the 
Board of Administration; 
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— members at large to ensure equal lay and 
ministerial representation. 

The duties and powers of the Executive Committee 
shall be defined by the Board of Administration. This 
committee shall be responsible for general coordination 
of the work of the commissions and the departments. 

The acts of the Executive Committee diall be subject 
to the approval of the Board of Administration. 

10. TTie Board of Administration at its first session 
following General Conference shall elect a Council on 
Ethnic Affairs composed of five members, to be nomi
nated by the Commission on Evangelism, as representa
tive as possible of the various ethnic churches. In addi
tion one bishop and the director of evangelism and 
church growth shall be members. The council shall 
name one of its members to serve on the Commission on 
Evangelism. 

The purpose of the Coimcil on Ethnic Affairs will be 
to create an awareness of the presence and needs of 
ethnic groups and to encourage their full participation 
and representation in the life of the Free Methodist 
CJhurch. 

11. The Board of Administration shall appoint a 
Committee on Cooperative or Federated Ministries, 
Comity, and Merger Exploration. The committee shall 
be responsible to and report to the Board of Administra
tion. The committee shall be composed of not less than 
nine and not more than thirteen members. This commit
tee shall serve as a liaison between the Free Methodist 
Church and other denominations or organizations of like 
spiritual concerns and doctrine. 

12. The proper officers shall publish in the Yearbook 
annually full and detailed statements of the assets, 
liabilities, net worth, and financial standing of the vari
ous general church boards and corporations. 

13. AU of the commissions, the Women's Missionary 
Fellowship International, and the Light and Life Men 
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International shall make and file annually their finan
cial statements with the secretary of the Board of Ad
ministration. 

H 452. United Ministries for Christ Budget Commit
tee. 

1. The Board of Administration shall elect a United 
Ministries for Christ budget committee of eight mem
bers to serve four-year terms. This committee shall have 
five major responsibilities: 

a. To examine and review the sources available 
for expenditure and to recommend to the Bo£u-d 
of Administration provisions for underwriting 
by the annual conferences. 

b. To review and to recommend to the Board of 
Administration for consideration and approval 
the expenditure budgets of each of the commis
sions. 

c. To serve as an adjunct to the general head
quar ters administrator in his role as budget 
administrator. 

d. To review annually the performance of each 
d e p a r t m e n t and to recommend controls to 
maintain their opterations wdthin their income. 

e. To report to the Board of Administration fol
lowing review by the Executive Committee. 

2. The elected membership of this committee shall 
be divided, equally between ministers and laymen but 
shall not include any person who is a denominational 
executive of the church or a member of one of the com
missions, except tha t one layman and one minister may 
be from the Administrative Commission. The general 
headquarters administrator and the director of finance 
shall be advisory members of the committee. The com
mittee shall select i ts own chairman from its elected 
membership. 

3 . T e r m s of service on t h e commi t tee s h a l l be 
staggered so tha t two members are elected each year. If 

8 
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a member mus t be replaced before his te rm is com
pleted, the replacement shall be for the balance of the 
unexpired term. Members may succeed themselves. 

4. In selecting persons to serve on the United Minis
tries for Christ budget committee, representation by ge
ographic area and from conferences of different sizes 
shall be sought. Persons selected to serve should have 
specific budget training emd/or experience. They should 
also have demonstrated a vital interest in the total mis
sion of the church. 

11453. United Ministries for Christ Guidelines (ef
fective January 1, 1987.) 

1. The United Ministries for Christ is the approved 
system for funding of all min i s t r i e s of t h e genera l 
church. 

2. That portion of the United Ministries for Christ 
tha t pertains to the Department of World Missions shall 
be funded by methods and programs devised by the 
Commission on Missions and approved by the Board of 
Administration. 

All other departments and ministries, including their 
administrative costs, shall be funded by a fixed amount 
through goals suggested to each annual conference by 
the Board of Administration upon recommendation of 
the United Ministries for Christ Budget Committee. 

3. The Canadian Jurisdict ional Conference is au
thorized to form its own budget, devise its own funding 
procedures, and determine its own level of participation 
in the United Ministries for Christ. 

4. All depeirtments shall be responsible to keep the 
details and results of general church ministries before 
the local chm-ch by a regular program of communica
tion. 

5. The Board of Administration may, in response to 
a request from a department, approve projects for prom
otion tha t are not included in the United Ministries for 
Christ budget. The Board of Administration shall de-
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velop guidelines for defining, approving, promoting, and 
administering such projects. 

6. Approved projects outside the United Ministries 
for Christ shall be made available to individuals, 
groups, and organizations outside the Free Methodist 
Church. 

7. Each department shall cooperate with the De
partment of Planned Giving in the matter of annuities, 
wills, and estate planning. 

8. All contributions received at the general church 
headquarters except deferred gifts shall be applied to 
the fixed portion of the United Ministries for Christ 
budget unless otherwise specifically designated by the 
donor. 

9. The proposed budget of each headquarters de
partment shall be prepared annually by the appropriate 
commission and reviewed by the United Ministries for 
Christ Budget Committee with the departments and or
ganizations involved. Following review by the Executive 
Committee of the Board of Administration, the recom
mended budget shall be submitted by the United Minis
tries for Christ Budget Committee to the Board of Ad
ministration for approval each year. 

10. Provisions of this paragraph may be revised in the 
interim between Greneral Conferences by a two-thirds 
vote of the Board of Administration and a ratifying vote 
by two-thirds of the annual conferences. 

3. ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION 
a. Its Powers 

K 460. 1. The Board of Administration has author
ity over the Administrative Commission and its depart
ments. The Administrative Commission shall consist of 
the number of persons as directed by the Board of Ad
ministration (see Par. 451, Sec. 3). 

10 
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2. The Administrative Commission shall be the 
Board of Directors of the Free Methodist Publishing 
House. 

3. The Administrative Commission shall have advi
sory supervision of all church property. 

4. The Administrative Commission shall constitute 
the Court of Appeals, whose decision shall be final. 
Should any member of this court be absent or disqual-
ffied to sit, his place shall be filled pro tem by the Bo£ird 
of Administration from its members, or, if they are dis
qualified, from a list of members of the church at large 
approved by counsel for both sides; so that no appeal 
shall be heard except before a full court. The Court of 
Appeals shall, if necessary, hold a session once a year, 
for the purpose of trying all appeals that may be taken 
thereto by any traveling minister from the decisions of 
an annual conference. The chairman of the Administra
tive Commission shall ordinarily preside over the coint; 
but if he should be absent or disqualified, the Board of 
Administration shedl elect one of its members to preside. 

5. The Administrative Commission shall have the 
power to decide all questions of law referred to it in the 
interim of the General Conference. In case of any al
leged legal irregularities in a trial court, wherein the 
court has delivered a verdict against the church, the 
prosecution may, upon a written recital of the ir
regularities, apply to the Administrative Commission or 
to the (Jeneral (Conference for a writ of review, and it 
shall be the province of that body receiving the applica
tion to review the proceedings of the lower court as re
cited, and if the reviewing body finds the alleged fr-
regularities to exist, the case may be remanded, but 
only once, for a new trial. 

6. The Administrative Commission shall have power 
to make such preliminary arrangements for the (Jeneral 
CJonference as it may deem necessary. 

7. The Administrative Commission shall set the 
salaries of the bishops and the denominational execu-

11 
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tives, subject to the approval of the Board of Adminis
tration. 

8. The Administrat ive Commission, together with 
two representatives elected by the Association of Social 
Service Agencies, shall constitute the Board of Social 
Ministry of the church. 

9. TTie Administrative Commission shall constitute a 
Board of Industrial Relations, the duty of which is to 
furnish information and render decisions upon all mat
ters of industrial relations. To this board shall be com
mitted all questions, communications, and papers relat
ing to labor unions or membership in them. This board 
shall, wherever practicable, constitute a collective bar
gaining agency on behalf of the members of our church. 

f 460.1 The acts of the Administrative Commission 
shall be subject to the approval of the Board of Adminis
tration except when it sits as an appellate court. 

b. Retirement Program 

K 461. Conference Claimants' Fund. 
The Conference Claimants' Fimd was the retirement 

program of the Free Methodist Church prior to J tme 1, 
1955. It is stUl in effect for those retired ministers, mis
sionaries, and others who were covered by the plan. It 
will be continued for those qualified persons now in the 
program unti l all obligations under the plan are ful-
fiUed. 

Information regarding the organization, administra
tion, and rules of the plan as they may be eunended from 
time to t ime by the Board of Administration may be 
secured by wr i t ing to the Director of Finance, F ree 
Methodist Church of North America, 901 College Av
enue, Winona Lake, Indiana 46590. 

12 
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11461.1 Social Security 
1. The benefits available under the Federal Old Age 

and Survivors Insurance (hereinafter called Social Secu
rity) Program are a part of the church's plan for support 
of its retired ministers and retired licensed missionaries, 
or their widows and orphans, and widows and orphans of 
ordained ministers and retired missionaries. 

2. It is recommended that each society, pastoral 
charge, conference, or other organization responsible for 
a minister's or missionary's salary obligate itself to con
tribute to said minister or missionary, in addition to 
said salary, an amount equal to at least one-half of his 
annual contribution, or assessment for Social Security, 
as a "self-employed" minister. 

H 461.7. Pension Plan 
1. The Board of Administration by authorization of 

the 1964 (Jeneral Conference has established a pension 
plan which became effective January 1, 1969, and covers 
ministers, general officers, and other persons as de
scribed in the pension plan. 

2. The pension plan was created for the exclusive 
benefit of employees of the employer and their beneficia
ries and shall be interpreted in a manner consistent 
with its being a qualified pension plan as defined in sec
tion 401(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as the 
same may be amended from time to time. 

3. The pension plan shall be supervised in accord
ance with the plan by the trustees who shall be the 
Board of Directors of the Free Methodist Church of 
North America. The plan shall be administered by the 
Administrative Commission serving as the Pension 
Board, in accordance with such nUes and regulations in 
harmony therewith as may be approved by the Board of 
Administration of the Free Methodist Church of North 
America. 

4. The pension plan may be amended by the (Jeneral 
Conference or the Board of Administration of the Free 

13 
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Methodist Church of North America and the text of such 
amendments will be communicated to the plan partici
pants in a proper manner. Any amendment which, in 
the judgment of the Pension Board should be adopted 
before the next (Jeneral Conference or before the next 
regular meeting of the Board of Administration, may be 
adopted ad interim by the Executive Committee of the 
Bo£ird of Administration. Any amendment so adopted 
shall be presented for ratification at the next (Jeneral 
Conference or the next regular meeting of the Board of 
Administration. No amendment shall abridge or anniU 
the rights of members in respect to their accumulations 
as of the date of the adoption of such amendment. 

5. Each United States church of a participating con
ference shall contribute to the support of the pension 
plan even if its present pastor may not be eligible. The 
contribution paid by the church shall be in addition to 
the pastor's earnings, not a deduction from them. 

6. Any qualifying person serving a Free Methodist 
church in another country shall be granted a leave of 
absence and shall not forfeit any pension benefits which 
have accrued. 

7. No peirticipant in the pension plfui shall have any 
right to assign, alienate, anticipate, or commute any 
payments from the plan; and, except as otherwise pre
scribed by law, no payment shall be subject to the debts, 
contracts, or engagements of any payee, nor to any judi
cial process to levy upon or attach the same for the 
payment thereof. 

c. Department of Social Ministry 
1463. 1. It shall be the duty of the commission to 

inspect the institutions of social ministry operating in 
and receiving support from the Free Methodist Church,, 
No such institution shall be approved until it has been 
officially recommended by its local conference. 

14 
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2. The commission shall determine the financial 
standing of these institutions, thefr plan of operation, 
and the character and amount of work done, and shall 
determine whether or not they qualify for accreditation 
by the Free Methodist Church. 

3. The commission shall have power to regulate the 
establishment of new institutions of social ministry so as 
to avoid the jeopardizing of those already operating as 
accredited institutions, and to this end the commission 
shall assign each approved institution its supporting 
territory. 

4. The commission shall receive and examine the 
annual reports of these accredited institutions upon 
their financial status, their work, and the general plan 
and scope of thefr activities. 

5. The accredited institutions of the Free Methodist 
Church are: 
Heritage Village (The (Jerry Homes), Gerry, New York 

14740. Founded in 1880. 
Woodstock Christian Care, Inc., 318 Mansfield Ave., 

Woodstock, Illinois 60098. Founded in 1903. 
Deaconess Hospital and Deaconess Home (The Home of 

Redeeming Love), 5501 N. Portland Avenue, Ok
lahoma City, Oklahoma 73112. Fovmded in 1900. 

The Life Line Youth Home, 4322 Mission Road, Kanssis 
City, Kansas 66103. Foimded in 1917. Program being 
reorganized, accreditation pending. 

Warm Beach Health Care Center and Manor, 20420 
Marine Drive NW, Stanwood, Washington 98292. 
Founded in 1967. 

Wesley Manor, 815 Kennedy Street, 113A, New 
Westminster, British Columbia, Canada V3M 1R8. 
Founded in 1966. 

Clawson Manor, New Life, Inc., 255 W. 14th MUe Road, 
Clawson, Michigan 48017. Fovmded in 1970. 

Olive Branch Mission, 1047-51 W. Madison Street, 
Chicago, niinois 60607. Founded in 1875. 
And all others established by the commission. 

15 
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6. We recommend that each pastor preach a sermon 
at least once a year on the subject of practical charity 
and present an opportunity for charity offerings, to be 
used for the relief of the poor on the pastoral charge 
where the offering is received or sent to an accredited 
institution of social ministry in whose patronizing terri
tory the society lies. 

7. The pastor shaU cooperate with the ,Sunday school 
in the Easter offering for institutions of social ministry. 

• 8. Each annual conference shall appoint among its 
regular committees a committee on social issues and 
ministries. 

d. The Publishing House 
11464. 1. The Free Methodist Publishing House is a 

corjKiration established by the (Jeneral Conference of the 
Free Methodist Church of North America for the pur
pose of producing and circulating wholesome literature. 
It is incorporated under the laws of the state of Illinois, 
with headquarters at Winona Lake, Indiana. 

2. The Free Methodist Publishing House is the de
nomination's official publishing agency. 

3. The Board of Administration constitutes the cor
porate membership. The site of the Publishing House 
can be changed only with the consent of three-fourths of 
aU the members of the Board of Administration present 
and voting at a regular or speciaUy called meeting. 

4. The Administrative Commission shall be the 
Board of Directors of the Free Methodist Publishing 
House and have general supervision of the publishing 
interests of the church during the interim between (Jen
eral Conferences. 

5. The executive of the Publishing House shall have 
authority to dfrect its functions according to policies set 
by the Publishing House Board and under the supervi
sion of the general headquarters administrator. 

16 
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4. COMMISSION ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
a. General Organization and Personnel 

f 470. 1. The Board of Administration shall consti
tute the Board of Education, which has authority over 
the Commission on Christian Education and its depart
ments. The Commission on Christian Education shall 
consist of the number of persons as directed by the 
Board of Administration (see Par. 451, Sec. 3) and two 
elected by the Association of Free Methodist Educational 
Institutions. 

2. The members of this commission shall contiriue in 
office untU the close of the session of the (Jeneral Con
ference next, after their election and until others are 
elected in their places. 

3. The commission shall meet annually. Notices of 
meetings shall be sent to members at least one month in 
advance. The chairman shall have authority to call a 
special meeting of the commission in an emergency or 
upon the written request of three other members of the 
commission. 

4. The acts of the commission shall be subject to the 
approval of the Board of Administration. 

5. The officers of the commission shall be chairman, 
elected by the Board of Administration; secretary, to be 
elected by the commission from its own membership; 
and general church treasurer as ex officio treasurer. 

6. The commission shall be responsible for the gen
eral dfrection of the program of the church dealing with 
(a) the Christian education and training of childhood 
and youth, (b) the guidance and control of organized 
youth activities, (c) the education and training of young 
people in church-related high schools and colleges, (d) 
the education and training of ministers for the church 
through church-related Bible schools and theological 
seminaries, (e) provision in local churches and elsewhere 
for the training of lay leaders in Christian education 
and evangelism, (f) bringing under the influence of these 
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activities children, young people, and adults from out
side the church membership. 

7. The commission, in consultation vnth the Board of 
Bishops, shall see that graded materials are prepared or 
chosen dealing with the biblical view of human sexual
ity, preparation for marriage, and marriage. These ma
terials shall be periodically reviewed. 

8. The commission shall function through two de
partments, as follows: 

a. The Department of Christian Education. Re
sponsible for all local chinxh Christian educa
tion ministries, including Sunday school; train
ing for Christian education personnel for the 
local church; instruction in church mem
bership; studies related to evangelism, mis
sions, stewardship, doctrine, moral issues, and 
biblical knowledge; vacation Bible school; fam
ily life ministries; and camping. 
(1) Division of Cliildren's Ministries. Includes 

all ministries and group'activities for chil
dren, including Sunday school, worship, 
and weekday programs for preschool, pri
mary, and junior ages. 

(2) Division of Youth Ministries. Includes all 
ministries and group activities for youth, 
including Sunday school, worship, and 
weekday activities for young teen and 
senior teen ages. 

(3) Division of Adult Ministries. Includes all 
ministries and group activities for adidts, 
including Sunday school, worship, and 
weekday activities for early adults, young 
adults, middle adults, and older adults. 

b. The Department of Higher Education and the 
Ministry. 
(1) Division of Educational Institutions. Re

sponsible for promoting and helping to 
maintain adequate opportunity for college 
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and graduate training of the young people 
of the Free Methodist Church. In order to 
discharge its basic responsibilities, the Di
vision of Educational Institutions shall rec
ognize the following areas of educational 
service: 
(a) Colleges 

— Denominational Institutions 
— Cooperating Institutions 
— Educational Foundations 
— Aldersgate Student Fellowships 

(b) Canadian Educational Institutions 
(2) Division of Ministerial Education and 

Guidance 
(a) Ministerial Education and Guidance. 

Responsible for setting up or approving 
and supervising the various programs 
in the church for the education and 
training of ministers. 

(b) John Wesley Seminary. The Free Meth
odist Church shall maintain a theologi
cal seminary for the post-college train
ing of candidates for the ministry and 
other types of Christian service, known 
as John Wesley Seminary. 

9. A denominational executive shall have authority 
to dfrect each of these departments according to policies 
set by the Board of Education and imder the supervision 
of the general headquarters administrator. 

b. Department of Christian Education 
H 471. (Jeneral Organization 
The Department of Christian Education shall func

tion under the dfrection of the Commission on Christian 
Eklucation. 

1. The Division of ChUdren's Ministries functioning 
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imder the Department of Christian Education shall have 
the following objectives: 

a. To lead children into a genuine experience of 
salvation from sin and a basic understanding 
of the ministry of the Holy Spirit. 

b. To nurture the mental, physical, spiritual, and 
social development of the children involved. 

c. To afford opportunities for children to receive 
training and experience in verbally expressing 
thefr faith in Christ. 

d. To provide a wholesome outlet for the interests 
and activities of children under the dfrection of 
Christian leaders. 

e. To acquaint chUdren with the history, teach
ings, and ministries of their church. 

f. To strengthen the Christian commitment of 
adult leaders through leadership and service 
opportunities. 

g. To teach children to worship a personal 
Heavenly Father through singing, praying, 
sharing, and other means of expression. 

h. To enhance the quality of education for chil
dren in private preschool, day care, elemen
tary, and secondary programs. 

Christian Elementary and Preschools 
The Commission on Christian Education shall 

encourage and promote the establishing of Chris
tian day schools. 

(1) It is recommended that such schools be des
ignated Light and Life Christian Schools. 

(2) The commission shall make available to 
local churches tmd annual conferences in
formation concerning existing Christian 
elementary and preschools. 

(3) Light and Life Christian Schools are ex
pected to meet or exceed state educationtd 
standards. 

(4) Each annual conference is authorized to es-
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tablish a Conference Board of Light and 
Life Christian Schools which shall oversee 
the work of all Light and Life Christian 
Schools within the conference in accord 
with guidelines established by the Com
mission on Christian Education and the 
annual conference. The president of the 
conference shall instruct the nominating 
committee to exercise care in naming to 
this board persons competent to serve. 

(5) Responsibility for the operation of Light 
and Life Christian Schools shall rest with 
the local board of directors, two-thfrds of 
whom shall be members of the Free Meth
odist Church, which shall cooperate with 
the conference board in accord with the 
guidelines established by the commission 
and the annual conference. 

(6) A person shall be employed by a local 
church to be principal of its school only 
after meeting the following criteria: 

The official board has determined that 
the candidate's educational and spfritual 
leadership is appropriate. 

The conference board of ministerial 
education and guidance, upon examination 
of the candidate's qualifications, has given 
emplojrment approval to the local society. 

The official board approves the candi
date for employment. 

The candidate is, or upon employment 
will become, a member of the Free Method
ist Church. 

(7). The commission is authorized to develop a 
plan for assisting Free Methodist young 
people attending Free Methodist colleges in 
preparation for teaching in Light and Life 
Christian Schools. 
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(8) It is the responsibility of each conference 
having Christian schools and of the local 
officials controlling such schools to see that 
the appropriate trust clause is a part of 
each deed pertaining to such school prop
erty, the same as other church property 
(see Pars. 850-859). 

(9) The "Guiding Principles" of Paragraph 473 
shall apply to Light and Life Christian 
Schools. Any complaint of violation of any 
of these principles shall be directed to the 
board of Light and Life Christian Schools 
of the conference in which the school is lo
cated. Shovdd the complaint be found to be 
valid, the board shaU apply such penalty to 
the school found guUty as it deems appro
priate. Such school, however, shall have 
the privUege of appeal, with full hearing, 
to the Board of Administration of the con
ference. 

The Division of Children's Ministries functions under 
a charter in the official handbook. 

2. The Division of Youth Ministries functioning 
imder the Department of Christian Education shall have 
the following objectives: 

a. Yoimg Teens Ministries 
Purpose 
(1) To lead yoimg teens into a genuine expe

rience of salvation from sin and a knowl
edge of the Holy Spirit and an understand
ing of the Scriptures. 

(2) To nurture the mental, physical, spiritual, 
and social development of young teens. 

(3) To offer opportunity for young teens to re
ceive training and experience in winning 
others to Christ. 
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(4) To provide wholesome relationships with 
Christian models of all ages through in
novative activities. 

(5) To acquaint young teens with the history, 
teachings, and ministries of the Free 
Methodist Church. 

(6) To guide young teens in worship in the 
company of other Christians through 
prayer, singing, sUence, and other means of 
communication. 

Organization 
The organization functions under a charter 

for young teen ministries found in the official 
handbook. 

b. Senior Teens Ministries 
Preamble 

To promote the spiritual welfare of youth con
nected with the Free Methodist Church, to pro
vide Christ-honoring activities, and to help them 
in their contribution to the church, their commu
nity, and the world, there shall be ministry pro
vided for senior teens, under the Division of 
Youth Ministries, the Department of Christian 
Education of the Free Methodist Church of North 
America. 

Purpose 
The purpose of this ministry shall be: 
(1) To seek and maintain among its members 

the highest level of Christian experience 
through salvation and the filling of the 
Holy Spirit. 

(2) To inspire, to enlist, and to train members 
to be effective witnesses of Jesus Christ by 
providing for the needs of people. 

(3) To guide youth that they may more effec
tively fulfill the will of Christ for their 
lives. 
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(4)^0 help youth in understanding relation-
• ships with parents and family and to guide 

youth in their future plans for marriage 
and famUy living. 

(5) To bring youth into full membership in the 
Free Methodist CJhurch. 

(6) To study the needs of mankind and become 
intelligent supporters of the United Minis
tries for Christ. 

(7) To provide opportimities and training for 
senior teens to worship (Jod through shar
ing, praying, singing, silence, and other 
means. 

Organization 
The organi2a.tion fimctions under a charter for 

senior teen ministries found in the official hand
book. 

3. The Division of Adult Ministries functioning 
under the Department of Christian Education has the 
following objectives: 

a. To promote the teaching ministry of the Great 
C!ommission. 

b. To promote the knowledge of the Bible through 
systematic reading, study, and memorization. 

c. To bring £is many persons as possible to a sav
ing relationship vsdth Jesus Christ. 

d. To build numerically and strengthen spiritu
ally the Free Methodist Church. 

e. To cooperate in bringing about a spiritual revi
val through the Sunday schools. 

f. To provide training for Christian service. 
g. To provide Christian feUowship, through orga

nized classes, outings, and other social ac
tivities. 

h. To provide a channel through which the com
munity may be reached with Christian teach
ing. 
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i. To provide to pastors premarital and marriage 
counseling materials. 

j . To be a channel for nurturing children, guiding 
youth, and developing adults to a life of 
wholeness, 

k. To provide training and experiences in wor
shiping (Jod and in leading others to worship 
(Jod "in spirit and in truth." 

1. Early Adult Ministries 
Preamble 

To promote the spiritual welfare of early 
adults attending the Free Methodist Church, to 
provide Christ-honoring activities, and to help' 
them make their contribution to the church, 
thefr community, and thefr world, there shall 
be a ministry for early adults, under the Divi
sion of Adult Ministries, the Department of 
Christian Education of the Free Methodist 
Church of North America. 
Purpose 
The purpose of this ministry shall be: 
(1) To seek and maintfun among its members 

the highest level of Christian experience 
through salvation and the filling of the 
Holy Spirit. 

(2) To inspfre, to enlist, and to train members 
to win the lost to Jesus Christ, even as 
they have been won. 

(3) To help participants to know and apply 
more effectively the wUl of Christ for thefr 
lives. 

(4) To create a warm and nurturing fellowship 
within the local body of believers. 

(5) To study the needs of mankind and become 
intelligent supporters of God and his 
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church through proper principles of stew
ardship and giving to the United Minis
tries for Christ. 

(6) To establish and strengthen membership 
ties in the Free Methodist Church. 

(7) To provide opportunities and training for 
its members to worship (Jod through shar
ing, praying, singing, silence, and other 
means. 

Organization 
The organization fimctions under a charter 

for early adult ministries found in the official 
handbook. 

The adult ministry program functions under a char
ter provided in the official handbook. 

c. Department of Higher Education and the Ministry 
(1) Division of Educational Institutions 

H 472. Powers and Responsibilities 
The Division of Educational Institutions shall have 

the following powers and responsibilities: 
1. Provide, guidance and assistance to the church-

related coUeges, secondary schools, elementary and pre
schools, and their supporting conferences, looking to
ward an efficient educational program for Free Method
ist youth, imder the auspices of the church. 

2. Set standards, academic and otherwise, which 
Free Methodist schools are expected to maintain. This 
shfdl include an emphasis upon achievement of full ac
creditation as an immediate objective. 

3. Adopt procedures for assigning and, when need 
arises, for changing the boundaries of the supporting 
areas of any educational institution when it is believed 
to be for the best interests of the church, the areas, the 
schools, and the students concerned. Such action may be 
subject to appeal. 
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4. Take initiative, in cooperation with the various 
trustee boards, faculties, and administrative officers of 
the Free Methodist schools, in preserving such policies 
and objectives as wUl relate those institutions closely to 
the church. 

5. Assist in fostering in these institutions such an 
atmosphere of Christian dedication, devotion, and ser
vice as wUl encourage both faciUty and students to live 
constantly under the guidance and control of the Holy 
Spirit and stimulate students through positive personal 
Christian experience, as well as through academic and 
biblical studies to give continuing witness to the power 
of the gospel. 

6. Encourage in every department of these institu
tions the highest educational standards and foster in 
students the understanding that true Christian educa
tion centers in Christ. 

7. Review the financial methods of all educational 
institutions and recommend improvements which seem 
to be needed for sound business practice and standard 
fiscal procedures for institutions of learning. 

8. Devise ways and means to provide supplementary 
financial aid to our church schools. 

9. Establish fellowships on college, university, and 
other school campuses which are not affiliated with the 
Free Methodist Church. These fellowships shall be oper
ated in accordance with the constitution approved by the 
Commission on Christian Education of the Free Method
ist Church. Wherever practical. Free Methodists shall be 
encouraged to cooperate with other evangelicals in es
tablishing and operating such fellowships. 

The secretary of higher education shall maintain a 
program including visits by the secretary and others for 
the guidance, fellowship, and encouragement of Free 
Methodists who are in such other schools not affUiated 
with the Free Methodist Church where Free Methodist 
fellowships have not been established. 
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10. Publish annuaUy in the Yearbook the following: 
(a) a list of all approved educational institutions of the 
Free Methodist Church imder the Division of Educa
tional Institutions, (b) the type, or classification, of each 
school, (c) the highest academic accreditation of each 
school, including the name of the accrediting agency, (d) 
a list of the conferences assigned to each school. Each 
annual conference shall publish in its section of the 
Yearbook a list of all Light and Life elementary schools 
and preschools designating the levels of instruction of
fered and the respective enrollments. 

11. Assist conference boards of Christian education in 
carrying out thefr responsibilities with respect to Free 
Methodist educational institutions vwthin thefr own con
ference and assigned geographic area. 

12. Provide and administer a program of scholarships 
for students in Free Methodist collegiate, graduate, and 
theological institutions. This shall include responsibility 
for setting up the conditions necessary for a student to 
qualify for a scholarship, for determining methods for 
distributing scholarships to the various schools, and for 
selection of recipients. 

13. Solicit bequests, money, property, and other secu
rities to be used in providing financial assistance to the 
various educational institutions, to provide funds for the 
operation of the department, and to build up the en
dowment, the scholarship, and the student £dd funds 
consistent with United Ministries for Christ guidelines. 

14. Make surveys, call and hold conferences, and con
duct workshops and seminars having to do with any 
pheise of the schools, their problems and their programs, 
or related to the church's responsibUity in the field of 
education. 

15. Prepare and distribute promotional leeiflets and 
other literature throughout the church to interest both 
youth and adults in attending and supporting our 
schools. 
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16. Maintain a fUe of all ministerial students, under
graduate and graduate, who are under the guidance of 
any Free Methodist conference, and, for those attending 
a Free Methodist school, maintain a record of earned 
academic and professional credits as reported by the in
stitution attended. 

17. Engage such persoraiel, appoint such committees, 
and adopt such regulations as are necessary for the dis
charge of its responsibUities. 

18. Recommend to institutions of higher education 
that they provide courses on the biblical perspective of 
human sexuality. 

1473. Guiding Principles 
The educational institutions of the Free Methodist 

Church are expected to comply with the following 
standards and to seek to achieve the objectives proposed 
below: 

1. In broad yet meaningful concepts it may be said 
that the educational objectives in a positively Christian 
institution are: Christian culture, intellectual growth, 
spiritual maturation, physical development, and voca
tional preparation. 'To varying degrees these goals, in 
any overall effort to help students toward self-
realization and the maturing of their relationship to (Jod 
and society, are valid on all levels of study. 

2. Two further objectives of every Free Methodist 
educational institution are the development in each Free 
Methodist student of: 

a. an understanding of and a jiermanent loyalty 
to the Free Methodist Church, and 

b. a sense of call from (Jod either as a fuU-time 
Christian worker in the Free Methodist 
Church or as a Spirit-guided Christism layman 
dedicated to the growth and spiritual progress 
of the church. Free Methodist schools are open 
to young pteople of all faiths who are in har-
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mony with the requfred stendards of conduct. 
It is the responsibUity of each Free Methodist 
school to maintain such an atmosphere and to 
provide such guidance and Christian fellowship 
that all students in attendance wUl come to a 
new appreciation of the Free Methodist Church 
— its mission, ite message, ite doctrines, and 
ite stendards, and wUl find thefr lives becom
ing increasingly aglow with spiritual vision 
and victory. 

3. All Free Methodist educational institutions shall 
maintain scriptural standards in modesty of person and 
attire, in the types of amusement permitted, and in the 
use of dramatics. 

4. The intercollegiate athletic program is a visible, 
integral part of the totel college. (3ne of the major pur
poses of athletics in Free Methodist colleges is to chal
lenge athletes toward Christieui commitment and matur
ity. Through discipline, training, and a variety of expe
riences the college wrill provide a quality, competitive 
program. God's Word is the authority for the coach as he 
disciplines his team in the Christian life. This well-
developed program will provide the process for the 
athlete as he strives to become a whole person. 

The Free Methodist Church disapproves of the 
scheduling of intercollegiate sports on Sundays by 
AFMEI schools. 

5. The use of tobacco or alcoholic beverages shall be 
prohibited. Membership in social fraternities shall not 
be permitted. 

6. The board of trustees of each school shaU have the 
primary responsibility, with the cooperation of the pres
ident and faculty, for insuring that the school's objec
tives, instruction, standards, program, and activities, 
both curricular and extracurricular, are in harmony 
with the "guiding principles" as herein set forth. 
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7. Any complaint that an educational institution is 
in violation of any of these principles shall be dfrected to 
the Commission on Christian Education. Should the 
complaint be found to be valid, the commission shall 
apply such penalty to the school found gmlty as it deems 
appropriate. Such school, however, shaU have the privi
lege of appeal, with full hearing, to the Board of Admin
istration of the church. 

f 474. Organization and Administration 
1. Colleges and Secondary Schools 

a. Denominational Institutions 
(1) At least two-thirds of the members of the 

board of trustees of each institution shall 
be members of the Free Methodist Church. 
A m^ority of the trustees shall be elected 
dfrectly by the supporting conferences, or 
from nominees presented by such confer
ences. 

(2) The chief executive officer shall be a mem
ber of the Free Methodist Church. 

(3) Whenever possible, two-thfrds of the fiill-
time faculty members shtdl be members of 
the Free Methodist Church, and in no case 
less than a m^ority. 

(4) All instruction in the several departmente 
shall be in harmony with and in con
formity to the teachings of the Scriptures 
and the standards of the Free Methodist 
Church as set forth in the Articles of Reli
gion in the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE. 

(5) (a) The board of trustees of each presently 
existing educational institution is re
quested to give serious consideration to 
having the following statement or ite 
legal equivalent placed in ite Articles 
of Incorporation: "This corporation 
shall be subject to the rules, regu-
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lations, and BOOK OF DISCIPLINE of the 
Free Methodist Church of North 
America as from time to time adopted 
by the General Conferences of the 
church, insofar as the same do not con
travene the laws of the state or prov
ince of incorporation. In the event of 
dissolution of this corporation, the 
property of the same, if any remains 
after all prior obligations have been 
discharged, shall become the property 
of the Free Methodist Church, and the 
proceeds therefrom shall be used for 
educational purposes for the benefit of 
the conferences of the school's assigned 
area." 

(b) No school shall hereafter be esteblished 
which does not contein the above provi
sion in ite Articles of Incorporation. 

(c) No institution shall be closed, disposed 
of, or merged with another institution 
or institutions without the approval of 
the Commission on Christian Educa
tion and the Board of Administration. 

(6) The president of the institution and the 
chairman of the board of trustees of 
each Free Methodist school meeting the 
above conditions, shall be members of 
the "Association of Free Methodist 
Educational Institutions." The associa
tion shall elect two of ite members to 
serve on the Commission on Christian 
Education. One representetive shall be 
a president and the other a trustee, 
each representing a different school. 
(See Par. 470, Sec. 1.) 
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b. Cooperating Institutions. 
(1) The Free Methodist Church may affiliate 

with one or more other evangelical denom
inations in the operation of cooperating 
educational institutions. Cooperative ar
rangemente shaU be based on the foUowing 
guidelines subject to the approval of the 
Commission on Christian Education: 
(a) The number of members of the Free 

Methodist Church on the board of trus
tees shall be at least in equiteble prop
ortion to the number of other cooperat
ing denominations. 

(b) The number of members of the Free 
Methodist Church on the faculty and 
administration shall be at least in 
equiteble proportion to other cooperat
ing denominations. 

(c) Provision shall be made for instruction 
in Free Methodist history and doctrine. 

(d) Provision shall be made for official rep
resentatives of the Free Methodist 
Church to have opportunity for contect 
and conferences with students in the 
interest of the church. 

(e) Provision shall be made for the or
ganization of an Aldersgate Student 
Fellowship on campus. 

(f) All instruction in the several depart
mente shall be in harmony with and 
conformity to the teachings of the 
Scriptures and the standards of the 
Free Methodist Church as set forth in 
the Articles of Religion in the BoOK OF 
DISCIPLINE. 

(g) A cooperating institution shall include 
in ite Articles of Incorporation a stete-
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ment which would conform to the fol
lowing principles: 
(i) In case of dissolution any residue 

will be used for educational pur
poses, 

(ii) Any such residue shall be distrib
uted equitably to the cooperating 
denominations. 

(2) Cooperative arrangemente vnth other in
stitutions or groups that are not denomi-
nationaUy affiliated, for the purpose of es-
teblishing a new institution, may be con
sidered on approval of the Commission on 
Christian Education with the understand
ing that the Free Methodist Church is ap
propriately represented in the governance 
of the institution, that the doctrine and 
standards of the church are respected, that 
Free Methodist youth are given the oppor
tunity to receive instruction and counsel 
regarding the history and mission of the 
Free Methodist Church, and that adequate 
provision be made for the equitable dis
tribution of the residue in the event of ite 
dissolution. The specific terms of such 
agreement shall be approved by the Board 
of Administration. 

(3) Provision shaU be made for the president of 
a cooperating institution and an official 
representetive of the board of trustees who 
is a member of the Free Methodist Church 
to participate in the meetings of the As
sociation of Free Methodist Educational In
stitutions. Educational institutions thus 
represented shall be recognized as associate 
members having one vote in the associa
tion. 
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c. Educational Foundations. Foundations incorpo
rated under the auspices of the Free Methodist 
Church which are esteblished for the specific 
purpose of serving the education needs of Free 
Methodist youth shall be recognized as ap
proved institutions on the condition that the 
charters of the foundations are approved by the 
Commission on Christian Education and the 
Board of Administration. The executive officer 
and the chairman of the governing board of 
such foundation shall be members of the As
sociation of Free Methodist Educational In
stitutions. 

d. Aldersgate Fellowships. Organized chapters of 
Free Methodist and other interested studente 
on secular or other church-i'elated campuses 
shall be recognized as official units of Free 
Methodist educational institutions upon qual
ifying for a charter as an Aldersgate Fellow
ship and on approval by the Commission on 
Christian Education and the Board of Admin
istration. The president of the national or
ganization of Aldersgate Fellowships and a 
representetive of the governing board shall be 
members of the Association of Free Methodist 
Educational Institutions. 

2. Canadian Educational Institutions 
Because of the international differences in educa

tional standards and practices, Canadian educational in
stitutions shall operate under the control of the Cana
dian Jurisdictional Conference, subject to the "Guiding 
Principles" set forth in Paragraph 473. Canadian schools 
shall be exempt from supervision by the Department, of 
Higher Education and the Ministry except upon request 
of the Canadian Jurisdictional Conference with refer
ence to sjiecial problems. 
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1475. Education Funds 
1. Educational Endowment Fund. All educational 

endowment funds, including the permanent endowment 
fund, edlotted by the general church to educational in
stitutions (including John Wesley Seminary Foundation) 
and such moneys as may be raised or otherwise received 
for the Educational Endowment Fund, shall be held for 
safe and proper investment by the Investment Commit
tee of the Board of Administration. The income only, 
from the fund, shall be distributed annually to Free 
Methodist schools in the United Stetes and Canada ac
cording to action taken each year by the Commission on 
Christian Education. It is understood that the commis
sion is not requfred to follow a fixed formula year after 
year, but when determining allotmente, it may teke into 
account the provisions which appear in Section 7 of this 
paragraph. 

2. Free Methodist Scholars Fund. This fund was es
teblished on January 1, 1975, to assist qualified Free 
Methodist scholars to pursue their graduate education to 
equip them to teach more effectively in Free Methodist 
institutions of higher education, "rhe Commission on 
Christian Education has been authorized by the Board 
of Administration to make this fund and the following 
two ftinds available to prospective donOrs who wish to 
designate their contributions for this purpose. 

3. Free Methodist Student Scholarship Fund. This 
fund was esteblished on October 27, 1977, to assist qual
ified Free Methodist studente to pursue their under
graduate or graduate education in Free Methodist or af
filiated institutions of higher education. 

4. Free Methodist Graduate Ministerial Student 
Scholarship Fund. This fimd WEIS esteblished on June 1, 
1978, to assist qualified Free Methodist ministerial stu
dente to pursue graduate theological educational pro
grams in approved seminaries and graduate schools not 
presently affiliated with John Wesley Seminary. 
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5. Canadian Fund. The Canadian conferences shall 
be allowed to retain for the schools of Canada all 
moneys raised for education in their conferences except 
funds raised for the United Ministries for Christ (see 
Par. 474, Sec. 2). 

6. Other Funds. These shall be administered by the 
Commission on Christian Education. 

7. Allocation of Funds. When funds are available for 
dfrect financial assistance to educational institutions for 
thefr operating budget, or for capital outlay, or both, the 
Commission on Christian Education shall, when deter
mining the appropriation for each school, give due con
sideration to the foUowing: 

a. Actual current needs of the school as shown in 
carefully prepared reports. These shall set 
forth total institutional assets, current and 
fixed liabilities, operating costs, faculty 
salaries, student enrollment, enrollment of 
Free Methodist students, ete. This information 
shall be presented on forms provided by the 
Department of Higher Education and the 
Ministry. 

b. Effectiveness of the ministry of the school as 
an agency of the church in advancing God's 
kingdom, both locally and beyond, outside as 
well as within the Free Methodist (Jhurch. 

c. Level of accreditation attained by the school 
and the emphasis being placed upon qualifying 
for fiirther recognition. 

d. Extent of financial support given in recent 
years to the school by its supporting confer
ences. 

e. Response by the supporting conferences to 
suggestions for cooperation with the Depart
ment of Higher Education and the Ministry in 
improving the work and good name of the 
school. 
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f. Response by the school itself to suggestion from 
the Department of Higher Education and the 
Ministiy for cooperative effort looking toward 
increasing the school's effectiveness. 

(2) Division of Ministerial Education and Guidance 
II476. Organization and Administration 
1. Ministerial Guidance 
Stetement of policy: 
(Jod's call to the ministry is a call to adequate prepa

ration for the ministry, for self-improvement is an im
portant element in self-dedication. Spiritual qutdifica-
tions are indispensable to the gospel ministry and can 
never be replaced by any professional training, but the 
two are not incompatible. 

Today training beyond high school is considered 
necessary in most vocations. A college education, there
fore, is impKirtant for the person who is looking toward 
the ministry of the Free Methodist Church. The Division 
of Ministerial Education and Guidance urges that a Free 
Methodist college be given first choice in the planning of 
undergraduate training. Advantfiges of such choice wUl 
be found in an early acquaintance with the organization 
emd doctrines of the church, personal friendships within 
the framework of the church, and the development of 
loyalty to the church through a growing understanding 
and sharing of ite responsibUities. 

We urge all Free Methodist ministerial candidates to 
continue thefr -studies, following graduation from col
lege, under the guidance of John Wesley Seminary 
Foundation. 

We believe that students receive unique and out
standing values when they take thefr studies under de
nominational guidance in an institution in the Wesleyan 
tradition. In such situations studente are confirmed in 
the great doctrinal principles of thefr faith. They leam 
the methods that £U"e most relevant to thefr future work. 
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They prepare themselves for thefr greatest possible con
tribution to the church and the kingdom of (Jod. 

a. The division dfrector shall work with the vari
ous schools and colleges in their ministerial 
training programs and cooperate with the an
nual conferences in thefr ministerial guidance 
activities and be responsible for keeping the 
central fUe of credite and the duplicate copies 
of ordination parchments of all ministers in 
conference relationship throughout the church, 
who are amenable to the respective boards of 
ministerial education and guidance. 

b. The specific responsibUities of the Division of 
Ministerial Education and Guidance shall be 
to: 
(1) Approve, in cooperation with the Division 

of Educational Institutions, the various 
schools which offer theological and col
legiate training for prospective Free Meth
odist ministers. 

(2) Approve correspondence courses for candi
dates who fail to get requfred courses while 
in regular college attendance. 

(3) Define stendards for uniform procedures 
for reporting the work done at, under the 
supervision of, or evaluated by approved 
schools and agencies, and te keep a com
plete fUe of such reporte. 

(4) Specify activities and set up standards for 
thefr evaluation having to do with itiner
ant credit which may be earned through 
supervised practical service. 

(5) Keep a permanent file of the duplicate 
copies of parchments of ordination of all 
ministers in the denomination remitted by 
the bishops or their deputies; provide an
nual conference secretaries a form on 
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which they shall report after each annual 
conference session the names of all minis
ters whose ordination parchments are no 
longer valid and the reasons for the invali
dation; and establish procedures whereby a 
minister who may have lost his original 
parchment of ordination may secure a cer
tified duplicate copy. The duplicate copies 
of ordination parchments remitted at the 
time of ordination shall be retained by the 
division at all times. 

2. John Wesley Seminary 
a. Authorization: The Free Methodist Church 

shall maintain a theological seminary for the 
post-college training of candidates for the 
ministry and other types of Christian service. 
This institution shaU be known as John Wes
ley Seminary and shall be incorporated to 
secure the righte and privileges belonging to 
such educational institutions. 

b. Control: The Board of Administration shall 
constitute the John Wesley Seminary Board of 
Control with the Commission on Christian 
Education serving as the Executive Board. 

c. Support: John Wesley Seminary shall be sup
ported by general fimds, special appropriations, 
and solicitations consistent with the United 
Ministries for Christ and approved by the 
Board of Administration. 

d. Affiliation: The Board of Control may affiliate 
the institution with such other seminary or
ganizations as it may deem desirable or neces
sary, provided such institutions are evangelical 
and Wesleyan in doctrine as interpreted by the 
Free Methodist Church. 
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d. The Training of Ordained Ministers 
f 477. Steps to Ordination 
There are four steges in becoming a fully ordained 

Free Methodist minister. The person feeling the call of 
(Jod to the ministry is first licensed as a local preacher. 
The call is tested by service in the local church where 
initial training begins. Step two involves acceptance by 
the einnual conference as a ministerial candidate. Dur
ing this period the candidate prepares for the third step, 
fuU conference membership and ordination as a deacon. 
Election to elder's orders is the fourth and final step. 
Following are detailed requfrements for each stage. 

H 477.1. Qualifications for becoming a licensed local 
preacher: 

1. Is a full adult member of the Free Methodist 
Church. 

2. Is entertaining a call to preach and has so de
clared to the official board. 

3. Has been recommended by the official board to 
the board of ministerial education and guidance for ex
amination and approval, with peirticiUar attention to 
doctrinal soundness. 

4. Upon approval, has been licensed by the official 
board. 

5. Has been counseled by the pastor and/or pastor's 
cabinet on a continuing basis. 

6. The local preacher retains membership in the 
local church, but the board of ministerial education and 
guidance and the denominational Department of Higher 
Education and the Ministry shall be notified im
mediately of the issue of this license. The license must 
be renewed annually by the official board (see Par. 520, 
Sec. 6). 
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H 477.2. Qualifications for becoming a ministerial 
candidate: 

1. Is a licensed local preacher. 
2. Is a high school graduate. 
3. Has earned a minimum of 30 semester credite in 

liberal arte courses in an approved accredited college, 
preferably Free Methodist. 

4. Has completed three specffied courses in college or 
by correspondence: 

a. H i s to ry and Pol i ty of t h e Free Method is t 
Church. 

b. Introduction to Christian Doctrine. 
c. An inductive Bible study. 

5. Has been academically certified by the Depart
ment of Higher Education and the Ministiy. 

6. Has been recommended by the board of ministe
rial education and guidance. 

7. Is approved by the annual conference and is ad
mitted as a nonvoting member. 

8. Is under the guidance of the conference superin
tendent. 

9. Retains membership in a local Free Methodist 
church. 

10. Mainteins relationship as a ministerial candidate 
by annual recommendation of the board of ministerial 
education and guidance (see Par. 530, Sec. 4). 

f 477.3. Qualifications for deacon's orders: 
A. TRACK I — Seminary Course 

1. Is a ministerial candidate. 
2. Is a graduate of an approved accredited col

lege , preferably F r e e Methodis t , w i t h a 
bachelor's degree. 

3. Has completed specified courses in college or in 
seminary: 
(Biblical Studies, 6 semester credite; 
Systematic and Wesleyan Theology, 6 credite; 
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Pastoral Theology and Practical Studies, 6 
credits in three areas). 

4. Has had two years of full-time pastoral expe
rience under conference appointment, one of 
which may be an approved internship. (Semi
nary students may substitute one year of 
equivalency service.) 

5. Is certified by the Department of Higher Edu
cation and the Ministry. 

6. Is recommended by the board of ministerial 
education and guidance for full membership in 
the conference and election to deacon's orders. 

7. Is a member of the annual conference. 
8. Is ordained by the presiding bishop or his ap

pointee. 
9. Shall fUe annually a continuing education pro

gram with the board of ministerial education 
and guidance which shall monitor the pro
gram. 

B. TRACK n —College Course 
1. Is a ministerial candidate. 
2. Is a graduate of an approved accredited col

lege, preferably Free Methodist, with a 
bachelor's degree. 

3. Heis completed specified courses in college or in 
seminary: 
(Biblical Studies, 6 semester credite; 
Systematic and Wesleyan Theology, 6 credite; 
Pastoral Theology and Practical Studies, 6 
credite in three areas). 

4. Has had two years of ftdl-time pastoral expe
rience under conference appointment, one of 
which may be an approved internship. 

5. Is certified by the Department of Higher Edu
cation and the Ministry. 

6. Is recommended by the board of ministerial 
education and guidance for full membership in 
the conference and election to deacon's orders. 
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7. Is a member of the annual conference. 
8. Is ordained by the presiding bishop or his ap

pointee. 
9. Shall fUe annually a continuing education pro

gram with the board of ministerial education 
and guidance which shall monitor the pro
gram. 

C. TRACK HI — Correspondence Course 
1. Is a ministerial candidate. 
2. Has completed approved courses in college or 

by correspondence: 
(Biblical Studies, 4 semester credite; 
Wesleyein Theology, 3 credite; 
Church History Survey, 3 credite; 
Homiletics, 3 credite; 
Church Administration, 2 credite; 
Evangelism and Church Growth, 2 credite; 
Pastoral Care, 2 credite). 

3. Has completed three years of full-time pastoral 
experience under conference appointment. 

4. Is certified by the Department of Higher Edu
cation and the Ministry. 

5. Is recommended by the board of ministerial 
education and guidance for fuU membership in 
the conference and election to deacon's orders. 

6. Is a member of the aimual conference. 
7. Is ordedned by the presiding bishop or his ap

pointee. 
8. Shedl file annually a continuing education pro-

greim with the board of ministerial education 
and guidance which shall monitor the pro
gram. 

11477.4 Qualifications for elder's orders; 
A. TRACK I — Seminary Course 

1. Is an ordedned deacon. 
2. Is a graduate of an approved accredited semi

nary with an M. Div. or equivalent degree. 
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Those graduating from a nonaffiliated semi
nary may be required to take additional 
courses including a four-semester-credit course 
in Wesleyan theology. 

3. Has completed two years of ftdl-time pastoral 
experience under conference appointment sub
sequent to deacon's ordination. 

4. Is certified by the Department of Higher Edu
cation and the Ministry. 

5. Is recommended by the board of ministerial 
education emd guidemce to elder's orders. 

6. Is a member of em annued conference. 
7. Is ordained by the presiding bishop or his ap

pointee. 
8. Shall file annuedly a continuing education pro

gram vnth the boeird of ministerial education 
and guideince which shall monitor the pro
gram. 

B. TRACK n — College Course 
1. Is an ordained deacon. 
2. Is a graduate of an approved accredited col

lege, preferably Free Methodist, with a 
bachelor's degree and a major in religion. 
Those without a major in religion and those 
grraduating from non-AFMEI* schools must 
have completed a minimum of 30 semester 
credite in approved religion courses in college, 
in seminary, or by correspondence. The credite 
are to be distributed equedly among the three 
areas: Biblical Studies, Systematic and Wes
leyan Theology, and Pastoral Studies. 

Those graduating from a non-AFMEI* 
school with a m^"or in religion must eeim at 
least four semester credite in Wesleyem Theol
ogy. 

'Association of Free Methodist Educational Institutions 
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3. Has completed three yeetrs of full-time peistored 
experience under conference appointment sub
sequent to deacon's ordination. 

4. Is certified by the Department of Higher Edu
cation emd the Ministry. 

5. Is recommended by the board of ministerial 
education emd guidance to elder's orders. 

6. Is a member of an annual conference. 
7. Is ordained by the presiding bishop or his ap

pointee. 
8. Shall fUe annuedly a continuing education pro

gram vnth the board of ministerial education 
and guidance which shall monitor the pro-
greun. 

C. TRACK in . Correspondence Course (for those 
. persons for whom obtedning a college degree is 

impractical, eis determined by the conference 
MEG Board): 

1. Is an ordained deacon. 
2. Has completed twelve additional semester 

hours of approved courses in coUege or by cor
respondence. 

3. Has completed four yeeirs of fiUl-time peistored 
experience under conference appointment sub
sequent to deacon's ordination. 

4. Is certified by the Department of Higher Edu
cation emd the Ministry. 

5. Is recommended by the boeird of ministerial 
education and guidance to elder's orders. 

6. Is a member of the annual conference. 
7. Is ordained by the presiding bishop or his ap

pointee. 
8. Shall file einnuedly a continuing education pro-

greim with the board of ministerial education 
and guidance which shall monitor the pro-
greun. 

46 



COMMISSION ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION Par. 477.5 

11477.5. Itinerant Credit for ministerial candidates 
in approved seminaries 

1. One of the standard requiremente for ordination 
as deacon by the Free Methodist Church throughout ite 
history heis been the completion of two yeeirs' service as 
an appointed pastor. This requfrement of itinerant ser
vice is in addition to the academic requfrements and 
satisfying an einnual conference that the candidate is in 
agreement with the church in doctrine, discipline, gov
ernment, and usages, and also that he possesses the 
needed gifts, graces, and promise of usefidness. At least 
two yeeirs of pastored experience are requfred of a deacon 
before he can be ordained em elder. Because of the post
ponement of entering the active pastorate for several 
yeeirs on the part of a ministeried student to attend col
lege and seminary, the church has made provision 
whereby studente in approved seminaries under certain 
conditions may meet a considerable portion of their re
qufrement of itinerant service by earning what is called 
"Itinerant Credit" while in school. 

2. Practical service under supervision during a regu
lar seminary program shall be applied toweird the itin
erant credit requfrement for ordination as deacon under 
the following conditions: 

a. He must have been received as a ministeried 
candidate in em annual conference. 

b. He must be under church supervision and re
port reguleirly to his board of ministeried edu
cation and guidance, which shall carefidly ex
amine him upon his call, his doctrine, and his 
other qualifications. 

c. He must have favorable recommendations from 
his superintendent and from the board of 
ministeried education and guidemce. 

d. He may not earn more than one yeeir of itiner
ant credit by supervised practiced service dur
ing his semineiry career. 

e. The Division of Ministerial Education and 
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Guidemce shedl define activities in which prac
tical service may be rendered for itinerant 
credit, and set up standards of judging accom-
plishmente therein. Credite must be eaimed in 
accordance with these stemdards. 

H 478. The board of ministerial education and guid
ance in conferences with non-English-speaking con
stituencies shall be authorized to esteblish educational 
emd other requiremente for the ordination of pastors of 
such churches, taking into account the cultural and edu
cational background of the churches being served. Such 
provisions eire to be developed in cooperation with the 
Ciouncil on Ethnic Affairs, the Department of Higher 
Education and the Ministry, and approved by the Com
mission on Cliristicm Education. 

f 479. Continuing Education. The Division of 
Ministeried Education emd Guidance administers emd es-
teblishes criteria for the continuing education of Free 
Methodist ministers. Every appointed pastor and active 
minister is required to eeim a minimum of two (2) con
tinuing education unite (CELTs) per year, or the equiva
lent. 

5. COMMISSION ON EVANGELISM 
a. General Provisions 

II480. 1. The Board of Administration shedl consti
tute the Board of Evangelism with authority over the 
Commission on Evangelism and its departments. The 
Commission on Evangelism shall consist of a number of 
persons as dfrected by the Board of Administration (see 
Par. 451, Sec. 3), and one representetive from each of 
the following: Light emd Life Men International, Wo
men's Missionetry Fellowship International, CouncU on 
Ethnic Affairs, and Free Methodist Urban Fellowship. A 
member shedl be chosen by the commission to represent 
the Association of Free Methodist Evangelists. The 
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executive dfrector of Light emd Life Men International 
shall be an ex officio member without vote. The acte of 
this commission shall be subject to the approved of the 
Boeird of Administration. 

2. The Commission on Evangelism shall have as ite 
objective the evemgelization of the North Americem con
tinent (with the exception of Mexico) emd such English-
speeiking areeis eis shall be eissigned to it by the (Jenered 
(Conference or the Board of Administration. 

3. The commission shall meet at least once each year 
to plan for the evangelistic work of the church and to do 
such other business as may be necesseuy to ceirry out ite 
responsibUities. 

4. The commission shall have authority, within the 
guidelines of the United Ministries for Christ, to raise 
funds, to employ evangeliste and field representetives, to 
appoint superintendente emd peistors in church extension 
areeis as authorized by the General Conference or the 
Boeird of Administration, to determine the manner of 
their support, and to carry on evangelistic efforts 
throughout the church. 

5. In order to function more effectively, the work of 
the commission shall be done through depeirtments as 
determined by the commission. 

6. The general director of evangelism and church 
growth shall have authority to dfrect the department ac
cording to policies set by the Boeird of Evemgelism and 
under supervision of the general headqueirters adminis
trator. 

He shall travel throughout the church, inspfre the 
work of evangelism, emd plan for and supervise the ex
tension of the work of the commission into new and old 
fields. 

He shedl discover emd use aveiUable evemgelistic te-
lent in our schools, conferences. Free Methodist Youth, 
Light and Life Men Intemationed, emd elsewhere. 

He shall promote in cooperation with conference 

49 



Par. 481 COMMISSION ON EVANGELISM 

boards of evangelism and superintendente an effective 
genersJ program. 

He shedl reuse money for evemgelistic outreach under 
the guidelines esteblished by the United Ministries for 
Christ. 

The gene ra l d i rector of evange l i sm and church 
growth shedl serve as the executive secreteuy of the As
sociation of Free Methodist Evangelists as outlined in 
thefr constitution. 

b. The Department of Evangelism and Church Growth 

11481. 1. The D e p a r t m e n t of Evange l i sm and 
Church G r o w ^ shall fimction through the divisions of 
Evangelism, Church Extension, Church Planting, and 
Urban, Ethnic, and Social Ministries, 

a. The Division of Evangelism 
(1) The Division of Evangelism shall work in 

conjunction wi th the annua l conference 
boeirds of evemgelism in holding evange
lism conventions, employing evangelists , 
orgeinizing evangelism ceimpaigns, publish
ing l i terature, emd otherwise endeavoring 
to coordinate and promote evange l i sm 
throughout the church. 

(2) It shall organize and promote visi tat ion 
evange l i sm, communi ty canvass , smal l 
group evangelism, and other methods of 
neighborhood evemgelism which shall bet
ter enable our churches to evemgelize thefr 
communities. 

(3) I t sha l l superv i se t h e work of g e n e r a l 
evangeliste who shall be approved accord
ing to Paragraph 415 emd the Commission 
on Evangelism. It shall assist in preparing 
a prospectus for publicity for evangelists 
and stemdeird forms for evaluating both the 
work of evangelists by local churches and 
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the evemgelist's perspective of the evange
listic outreach of the loced church. It shall 
develop means of communication between 
the division emd the boards of ministeried 
education emd guidance. 

(4) It shall promote the second Wednesday in 
Janueiry as a day of fasting and prayer for 
evangelism, 

b. The Division of Church Extension 
(1) The Division of Church Extension shedl aid 

in the planning, developing, and building 
of new churches in the eireas assigned to it 
by the Boetrd of Administration. 

(2) It shedl work with the conferences in buUd
ing up their churches through evemgelism 
and ex tens ion services such a s chu rch 
growth seminars, eirea demographic studies 
and consu l t a t ion , a s s i s t i ng pas to r s in 
evange l i sm i n t e r n s h i p s in g rowing 
churches, and providing a variety of writ
ten mater ia ls to assist in church growth 
and church planting. 

(3) I t sha l l provide f inancial aid t h r o u g h 
grante emd loans to churches which qualify 
under conditions set up by the commission. 
If a church which has received aid from the 
fimds of the Division of Church Extension 
should become extinct and the buildings be 
sold, the conference agrees to re turn the 
original gremt or use it for a new church 
project a t the option of the Depeirtment of 
Evangelism emd Church Growth. 

(4) It shaU provide eirchitectured consultetion, 
including church building services, to as
sist our societies in erect ing functional 
bui ldings in ha rmony wi th discipl inary 
standards. (See Par. 859.) 
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(5) It shall provide a service known as 
"Church Member Relocation Service" by 
contacting each church in order to main-
tedn a file of Free Methodiste who eire re
locating, 

c. The Division of Church Planting 
(1) The Division of Church Planting shall es

tablish or assist in establishing new 
churches. 

(2) It shall identify those areas of the 
English-speaking world in which favorable 
conditions exist. 

(3) It shall work with the conferences deemed 
to have unusual growth opportimities by 
providing research services intended to lo
cate the most favorable communities for 
the esteblishment of new churches. 

(4) It shall assist in developing strategies 
promising the most productive effort. 

(5) It shall identify pastors gifted as church 
planters. 

(6) It shall assist the conference financially in 
the support of church planters whenever 
the resources of the conference are deemed 
inadequate and to the extent of available 
meeins. 

(7) It shall eissist the conference in the prepa
ration, of the job description of men ap
pointed as church planters and participate 
with the superintendent in the supervision 
of those men receiving assistance from the 
depeirtment. 

(8) It shall appoint and supervise church 
planters in those places where no confer
ence exists or • where favorable oppor
tunities exist within conference boundetries 
but lie beyond the abUities of the confer
ence to develop. 
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d. The Division of Urban, Ethnic, and Social 
Ministries 

(1) The Division of Urban, Ethnic, and Social 
Ministries shall be responsible for promo
tion emd coordination of edl urban, ethnic, 
emd social ministries. 

(2) It may administer schools operated for 
urban and ethnic communities. 

(3) It shall provide financial coordination, 
secure and screen personnel, recommend 
training, offer educational seminars, and 
approve projecte. 

(4) It shall employ, according to denomi
national hiring procedures, a ftdl-time di
rector to carry out these responsibUities. 

(5) It may use annued Brotherhood Sunday in 
highlighting these ministries to assist in 
raising funds for approved UMC projecte. 

c. Church Extension Districts 
11482. 1. It shall be the responsibility of the De

partment of Evangelism and Church Growth to: esteb
lish and evemgelize church extension districte; aid and 
give guidance in the work of the eirea; organize societies 
emd esteblish churches in accordance with the BOOK OF 
DISCIPLINE; assist in organizing and supervising their 
buUding projects. 

2. Development emd Administration 
a. Church extension districte may be formed by 

the Commission on Evangelism upon either of 
the follovraig: 
(1) Assignment by the Board of Administra

tion of an area outeide the bounds of orga
nized conferences; 

(2) Recommendation by the general director 
and the chairmem of the Commission on 
Evangelism for extension of the church 
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among ethnic peoples. Such extension dis
tricte may include all or peirt of the terri
tory of one or more conferences and shall 
relate to the Commission on Evemgelism in 
the seune memner as do extension districte 
orgemized outeide the boundeiries of exist
ing conferences. 

b. Church extension districts may be formed by 
the Commission on Evangelism upon request 
from annual conferences. Church extension 
districte may be formed within the bounds of 
Canadian annual conferences in the manner 
described, and elsewhere in the Dominion, 
when approved by the Canadian Jurisdictional 
Conference. 

c. Superintendents (or pastors) of church exten
sion districts shall be appointed by the 
ministerial appointmente committee of the con
ference, in consultation with the genered di
rector of evemgelism and church grovrth. The 
superintendent shall be given guidance in his 
work by the genered dfrector. He shall give re
port to the bishop of his area and the commis
sion through the general dfrector. 

d. Reception of members and organization of 
societies shedl be as prescribed in the BoOK OF 
DISCIPLINE. Church extension societies shall 
have the same rights and privileges as do 
those of emy other society. 

e. Pastoral appointmente to societies in church 
extension districts shall be made by the 
ministerial apjiointmente committee of the con
ference upon recommendation of the general 
dfrector of evemgelism emd church growth. 

f. Pastored appiointmente to societies in church ex
tension districts assigned by the Boetrd of Ad
ministration emd unedfiliated with any confer-
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ence shall be made by the bishop of the area in 
consultetion with the general dfrector of evan
gelism and church growth. In those church ex
tension districte where there eire ten or more 
pastoral appointmente and where a full-time 
superintendent is functioning, the superinten
dent may recommend peistored appointmente to 
the general dfrector. All appointmente are to 
be made for one year by the bishop upon rec
ommendation of the general director. The 
superintendent, to be appointed by the com
mission, shall be given guidance in his work 
by the genered dfrector. He shall report to the 
bishop of his area and to the commission 
through the general dfrector. 

g. A church extension district within the conti-
nentel United Stetes, having reached sufficient 
size and maturity, shall be assigned to a con
ference by the Board of Administration upon 
recommendation of the Commission on Evan
gelism. The commission, in consultetion with 
the district emd conference involved, may rec
ommend this assignment. 

h. Overseeis church extension districte may be as
signed to the commission by the Board of Ad
ministration. 

d. Extenston Conferences 
f 482.1 1. Extension conferences may be assigned 

to the Department of Evangelism emd Church Growth 
by the Board of Administration under the followdng con
ditions: 

a. When the conference, after assessing its re
sources and its field of labor, concludes the 
work of (Jod will be better served by extension 
conference relationship. 

b. When in the opinion of the presiding bishop 
the conference lacks sufficient material and 
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personnel resources to adequately serve the 
area eissigned. 

2. When the Board of Administration approves ex
tension conference stetus for any conference, the follow
ing conditions shall prevail: 

a. The conference may medntain all boeu"ds and 
committees usually found in annual confer
ences, and General Conference representation. 

b. The budget of the extension conference shall be 
developed jointly between the conference emd 
the Department of • Evangelism and Church 
Growth with the director of the department 
serving eis advisor and voting member of the 
conference boeird of finance. Subsidies to the 
conference budget may be granted by the de
partment as the need may arise and in har
mony with the resources avedlable to the de-
peui;ment. 

c. The dfrector of the Depeirtment of Evangelism 
and Church Growth shedl be a voting member 
of the ministerial appointments committee. 
The conference may elect an additional lay 
representetive to balemce the lay-clergy repre
sentetion. 

d. The superintendent shedl be employed by the 
Commission on Evangelism on recommenda
tion of the dfrector of the Depeuliment of Evan
gelism and Church Growth. Nominations may 
be submitted to the director by the conference 
board of administration. Terms of employment 
for the superintendent, including sedeury, travel 
expense, housing, emd tenure in office shedl be 
determined by the Commission on Evemgelism. 

e. In an extension conference where a full-time 
superintendent is functioning, the ap
pointments shall be made by the extension 
conference ministerial appointmente commit
tee. 
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f. An extension conference may be returned to 
fidl annued conference stetus by the Board of 
Administration at any time upon request of 
the conference or the recommendation of the 
area bishop with the concurrrence of the 
Commission on Evangelism. 

e. Church Extension Loan Fund 
H 483. The Department of Evangelism and Church 

Growth shall have a fund knovro eis the Church Exten
sion Loan Fund. The purpose and use of this fund shall 
be to loem money to our churches to purcheise, buUd, or 
remodel properties. 

1. This fimd shedl be promoted by the Department of 
Evangelism and Church Growth. Loans shedl be investi
gated and approved by representatives of the depeirt
ment. 

2. Loans from the Church Extension Loan Fund 
shall be administered by the Investment Committee, in 
consultetion with the genered director of the Depeirtment 
of Evemgelism and Church Growth, and thefr decision 
shedl be fined. 

3. Moneys for this fund shall be borrowed from in
vestors and shedl be loaned to qualifjdng churches at 
rates of interest as determined by the Boetrd of Adminis
tration. 

4. Written evidence of investment shedl be given to 
each investor with a signature authorized by the Boeird 
of Directors of the Free Methodist Church of North 
America. 

5. The general church treasurer shall carry this fund 
in a sepeirate account from those of edl other funds. All 
moneys shall be paid through his office, emd he shall 
keep edl essentied records. 

6. This shall be a nonprofit organization. All money 
reverting to this fund, or not voted for operating ex-
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penses of the agencies administrating the funds, shedl go 
into the fund to increase the loem capited. 

7. A percentage of the interest earned on loans, as 
determined by the Board of Administration, shall be 
transferred to the operating agencies to meet the ex
penses involved in handling the loan fund. 

8. Loans from other sources shaU be added to this 
fimd as determined by the Board of Admimstration. 

f. Finance 
1484. 1. The Department of Evangelism and 

Church Growth shedl receive ite finemcial support from, 
or as approved by, the United Ministries for Christ. 

2. It shall assist the United Ministries for Christ in 
raising funds through approved methods. 

g. Light and Life Men International 
H 485. The Light and Life Men Intemationed of the 

Free Methodist Church is recognized as an auxiliary of 
the Board of Evangelism, operating through the Com
mission on Evemgelism, emd is governed by ite own con
stitution and bylaws. The executive secreteiry of Light 
emd Life Men Intemationed shedl be an honoreiry ex of
ficio member of the executive committee of the Commis
sion on Evangelism. 

6. COMMISSION ON MISSIONS 
a. Objects, Membership, Officers, Duties 

11490. The Free Methodist Church by the Board of 
Administration and through the Commission on Mis
sions accepte responsibUity to obey the Great Commis
sion of Christ (Matthew 28:18-20). Missioneuies eire sent 
into all the world to evemgelize and make disciples for 
the Lord, to build them together in His church (1 Peter 
2:5; Ephesians 2:20-22), and to engage in ministries of 
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compassion and human development in the name of 
Christ. 

1. The Board of Administration shall constitute the 
Greneral Missionary Board which has authority over and 
functions through the Ckimmission on Missions and ite 
departmente. The (Commission on Missions shedl consist 
of the number of persons as directed by the Boeird of 
Administration (see Par. 451, Sec. 3), two members 
elected by the Women's Missioneu:y Fellowship Intema
tioned, and one member elected by the Light emd Life 
Men International. 

The area administrative assistente to the general 
missioneiry secretary shedl meet at leeist once each yeetr 
with the commission for consultetion, without vote. 

2. The members of the commission shall continue in 
office until the close of the next session of the (Jenered 
Conference emd untU others have been selected to take 
thefr places. The Commission on Missions shall meet at 
least once each yeeur to plan ite work. 

3. The general church treasurer shall be the trea
surer of the (Commission on Missions. 

4. The commission shaU be responsible for edl mis
sionary work outeide the United Stetes and Canada ex
cept for areeis which the Board of Administration may 
assign to emother conference or depeirtment. 

5. The Commission on Missions shedl have as ite ob
jectives emd responsibilitiep the following: 

a. Objectives 
(1) To carry the gospel into areeis where there 

is no ministry of the Free Methodist 
Church. 

(2) To serve in partnership with the national 
church in evangelization emd church plemt-
ing. 

b. ResponsibUities 
(1) To recruit, prepare, and send missioneuies 

called by God from churches in North 
America to serve in other countries. 
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(2) To encourage and edd the development of 
national leaders through education and 
scholeirship progreuns. 

(3) To minister to the physiced needs of per
sons eis em expression of a ceuing church. 

(4) To educate the home church as to mission
ary opportunities, needs, and outreach 
through missions. 

(5) To encourage and cooperate with confer
ences of mission origin in thefr missioneiry 
outreach. 

H 491. The Commission on Missions shall have the 
following powers emd duties: 

1. Finance 
a. Devise methods and programs for funding that 

portion of the United Miiustries for Christ that 
pertains to the Department of World Missions. 

b. Be responsible for receiving and appropriating 
all moneys allocated for foreign missions to the 
purpose for which they have been contributed 
or budgeted. 

c. Review emd approve the annual budget. 
d. Endeavor in budget preparation to make provi

sion for unforeseen contingencies which may 
arise during the year. 

e. Manage, review, and approve loans from the 
Overseeis Loan Fund. The purpose of the loan 
fund shedl be to loan moneys to our churches 
overseas to purcheise, buUd, or remodel proper
ties. 

f. Review and approve a caU for funds for special 
projects as Operation Hope, Light and Life 
Hour, emd deputetion expenses. 

2. Personnel 
a. Accept, appoint, license', and commission can

didates for missionary service in an appropri
ate ceremony. 
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b. Accept and appoint all short-term VISA per
sonnel. 

c. Request the area bishop to ordeiin missionary 
candidates whenever it is expedient. 

d. Decide the stetus of missionaries not on thefr 
field of assignment for other than a normal 
fiirlough. Leave of absence stetus shall be re
viewed annually and shedl not extend beyond 
three yeeirs unless for medical reasons. 

3. Overseas Church Planting 
a. The commission shall have the responsibility 

to encourage emd aid church plemting outeide 
Canada, the United Kingdom, emd the United 
States among all population groups in coun
tries where the Free Methodist (Church is pres
ently functioning. 

b. It shedl survey the needs of areas or coimtries 
not presently served by the Free Methodist 
Church where there may be unusual oppor
tunities, emd promote evemgelization in those 
places, in conjunction with a national church 
wherever appropriate. 

c. In an etrea not presently served by the Free 
Methodist Church, the work shall first be a 
mission district or conference under the juris
diction of the Commission on Missions before 
being esteblished eis a provisioned or full con
ference. 

4. Mission and Provisioned Conferences of Mission 
Origin 

a. Until the church is established in an un-
evangelized eirea as either a provisional or fidl 
conference, the work shall be under the juris
diction of the Commission on Missions as a 
mission district or conference. 

b. The Commission on Missions must approve all 
candidates for ordination in mission and provi
sioned conferences upon recommendation of the 
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boeird of ministeried education and guidemce of 
the district or conference. 

c. A mission conference may be approved as a 
provisional conference by the Commission on 
Missions by adopting in principle the BOOK OF 
DISCIPLINE of the Free Methodist Church of 
North America together with a constitution 
adapted to ite local situation and needs. 

d. Membership! in a provisioned conference does 
not cancel membership in a full conference. 
Members of fvdl conferences serving in a provi
sioned conference shedl, within two yeeirs, be
come members of that provisional conference. 

5. Full Conferences of Mission Origin 
a. When a provisional conference has made a 

marked advancement in national leadership, 
evangelistic outreach, self-government, and 
self-suppiort, smd heis reached the stage where 
it is able to operate satisfactorily under the 
BOOK OF DISCIPLINE of the Free Methodist 
Church of North America, emd has a constitu
tion that has been approved by the Commis
sion on Missions and the (Jenered Conference, 
or the Board of Administration, of the Free 
Methodist Church of North America, it shall 
be recommended to the area bishop or the pres
ident of the conference to be organized into a 
full conference as outlined in Paragraph 591, 
Section 10 (b-c). 

b. Any changes in constitutions of full confer
ences of mission origin shedl be considered by 
the Commission on Missions for recommenda
tion to the Boeu"d of Administration or (Jenered 
Conference for approval. 

c. FuU conferences of mission origin are related to 
the Commission on Missions through the field 
mission or mission society. The mission con-
siste of the missionaries under appointment by 
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the commission. Where the leged situation in a 
country forbids organization of a field mission, 
the liaison function shall be maintained by 
missionary or national representetives desig
nated by the commission, 

d. A full conference of mission origin shedl have a 
liaison committee composed of missionaries 
emd national church leaders to submit their 
request for needed personnel and finance to
gether vnth full explemation to the Commission 
on Missions through the dfrector of world mis
sions. 

6. (Jeneral or Jurisdictioned Conference of Mission 
Origin 

a. A genered or jurisdictional conference may con
tinue a missioneuy relationship to the Depart
ment of World Missions. Missionaries may be 
appointed upion request of the general or juris
dictional conference to assist in ministries 
agreed upxm with the commission. 

b. The relationship between a general or jurisdic
tioned conference and the Commission on Mis
sions is mainteined through a mutually ap
proved Memoremdum of Agreement: (1) ovwier-
ship of properties; (2) the appointment of mis
sionaries; emd (3) the ownership and use of 
personed or mission equipment related to the 
work of the missioneiry in that country. 

c. (Jeneral or jurisdictional conferences diall have 
a liedson committee compxised of missioneuies 
and national church leaders to submit their 
request for needed personnel emd finance to
gether with field explemation to the Commis
sion on Missions through the director of world 
missions. 

7. Depeirtment of World Missions Steiff 
Upon the recommendation of the director of world 

missions, the commission is empowered to approve the 
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appwintment of overseeis eu:ea administrative eissistante. 
Job descriptions for all assistants, including the eirea 

administrative assistants, shall be approved by the 
Commission on Missions, emd be on file and available in 
the Depeirtment of World Missions office. 

8. Other Responsibilities of the Commission on Mis
sions 

The Commission on Missions shedl carry out all other 
responsibilities that may be eissigned by the Boeird of 
Administration in the interim between sessions of the 
(Jeneral Conference. 

9. Actions of the Commission on Missions 
The actions of the Commission on Missions eire sub

ject to the approved of the Boeird of Administration. 

b. General Missionary Board 
II492. 1. The Board of Administration shall consti

tute the (Jeneral Missioneiry Boeird of the Free Method
ist Church of North America, an incorporated body. The 
(Jenered Missionary Board is incorporated and is used 
for sp)ecied finemcied transactions for the Commission on 
Missions. 

2. The objecte for which this corporation is formed 
etre: 

a. To receive, hold, pay out, or dispose of any 
property, of whatever nature and wherever 
situated as allowed by law, that may be ob
tained in aid of the general missionary work of 
the Free Methodist Church. 

b. To acqufre real estete or personed propierty in 
North America or in foreign lands and to hold 
or sell or convey the seune as in ite judgment 
may be necessary in the prosecution of ite mis
sionary work. 
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c. The Directors of the Commission 
f 493. 1. The Board of Administration, at ite first 

meeting after the session of the (Jeneral Conference, 
shedl elect by ballot, from the membership of the com
mission, seven persons who shall constitute a Board of 
Directors. At least one of these directors shall be a 
member of the Women's Missioneiry Fellowship Interna
tional. 

2. The Commission on Missions may elect an execu
tive committee whose acts shall be subject to the dfrec
tion of the commission. 

d. The Director of World Missions 
11494. 1. The director of world missions shall be 

employed, pursuemt to the authority in Paragraph 444, 
Section 1. 

2. He shedl keep the records of the commission, re
ceive and answer all correspiondence relating to the mis
sionary work of the church, emd pay over to the general 
church treasurer all money received. 

3. He shall have cheu-ge of the missionary intereste 
of the church, according to policies set by the (Jenered 
Missioneiry Boeird emd under supervision of the general 
headquarters administrator, except in a sudden 
emergency, when he may be at liberty to act without 
waiting for orders from the commission, provided that 
such action shall be subject to the approval of the com
mission. 

4. He shall travel at leirge throughout the church in 
the interest of missions emd shall visit the foreign fields 
whenever in the judgment of the Commission on Mis
sions it is necesseiry. 

5. He may be authorized by the eirea bishop to or
dain all eligible candidates for the office of deacon or 
elder when visiting the foreign fields. 

6. He shall make yearly, and whenever else the 
commission requeste him to do so, a full and detailed re-
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pwrt to the commission of edl business pertaining to both 
the missioneuies emd the mission stetions. 

7. a. The dfrector of world missions is resjKinsible to 
exeimine missioneiry cemdidates who feel cedled 
to full-time missionary service and recommend 
them to the Commission on Missions for ap
pointment and commissioning, 

b. (1) The term of service for all fields is four 
years. The dfrector of world missions shall 
review the term of service for each mis
sionary and recommend reappointment. 
When conditions warrant, the term may be 
extended or shortened. 

(2) The regular furlough period of a mission
ary is up to one year. When conditions 
warrant, the commission may extend or 
shorten the furlough period upon the rec
ommendation of the director of world mis
sions. 

(3) Furlough vnthout sedary shall be counted 
toweird tenure. Three years leave of ab
sence may be counted toward tenure by 
special action of the commission. 

(4) Upon recommendation by the director of 
world missions and approval by the com
mission, edter one yeeir of fiirlough a mis
sioneiry may be granted a leave of absence 
not to exceed three yeeirs except for medi-
ced reasons. 
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e. Title to Land in Foreign Countries 
11495. Titles to land purchased for missions and in

stitutions under the dfrection of the (Jenered Missioneiry 
Board shedl be in the neune of the (Jenered Missionetry 
Board of the Free Methodist Church of North America 
or deeded to trustees elected or approved by the (Jeneral 
Missionary Board. Trustees may be missionaries, na
tionals, or both. Such trustees shall hold the property for 
the benefit and use of the (Jeneral Missionary Board of 
the Free Methodist Church of North America. Where 
property cannot be titled or held in trust for the (Jenered 
Missionary Board, it shedl be held for the benefit emd 
use of the Free Methodist Church and ite institution in 
those countries. Any sale or disposal of property or use 
of fimds from the sale of such propierty shedl be with the 
approved and consent of the (jieneral Missionary Board 
of the Free Methodist Church. Whenever possible the 
tenure of the office of the trustees shall be subject to the 
board emd in all ceises to the laws emd regulations of the 
country where the propierty is located. 

f Responsibilities of Pastors and Local Societies 
H 496. 1. It shall be the responsibility of every pas

tor in charge of a local church to promote Free Method
ist missions through a yeetr-round program of mission
ary emphasis emd to dfrect the esteblishment of a finan
cial progreim for the support of the missionary outreach 
of the church through the United Ministries for Christ. 

2. A missions Penny-a-Day director shedl be elected 
by the society. The name and address of the Penny-a-
Day dfrector should be sent to the church relations divi
sion of the Department of World Missions, so that the 
necessary promotional materials may be sent to him. 

3. A local missions coordinator shall be elected by 
the society at ite annual meeting to eissist in coordinat
ing missionary promotional emd educational activities in 
the church. The missions coordinator may serve as 
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chairman of the local board of missions. The coordinator 
will, upon contect with the Depeirtment of World Mis
sions, receive helpfid materieds emd suggestions relating 
to missionetry promotion and education. 

4. The local society shedl have a board of missions 
consisting of the pastor, the missions coordinator, the di
rector of Christiem education, representetives of WMFI, 
Division of Youth Ministries, LLMI, and Division of 
Children's Ministries, the local Peimy-a-Day director, 
and wherever practicable, two or more members elected 
at large by the society. (See Pars. 400.1, Sec. 3; 400.2, 
Sec. 20, and 404.) 

g. The Women's Missionary Fellowship International 
H 497. The Women's Missionary Fellowship Interna

tional of the Free Methodist Chrch is recognized eis an 
auxiliary arm of the (Jenered Missionary Boetrd, operat
ing through the commission and is governed by ite ovm 
constitution and bylaws. 

h. Missions and Conferences 
H 498. Of the following conferences, the provisioned 

conferences etre administered by the (Jenered Missioneuy 
Boetrd through the commission. Copies of thefr constitu
tions and bylaws may, when adopted by the General 
Conference of the Free Methodist Church of North 
America, be secured from the dfrector of world missions. 

The conferences so recognized are: 
Annual Conferences — Brazilian, Burundi East, 

Burundi West, Dominican, Haiti Inland, Hong Kong, 
India, Mexican, Mozambique and South Africa Mines, 
Natel-Transkei, Nikkei, Philippine, Taiwan, Transvaal, 
Zaire Northeast, Zafre Southeast, Zimbabwe. 

Provisional Conferences — Malawi, Northwest 
Mexico, Paraguay. 
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i. Missionaries' Relationship to Home Conferences 
11499. North American conferences may gremt hon

orary conference membership to those missionaries who 
are employed by the (Jenered Missioneiry Board emd who 
were previously fidl members of a North American con
ference and are now members of conferences of mission 
origin. These missionaries shall be encouraged to report 
annually to their conferences in vmting or in person. 
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CHAPTER X 

A P P E N D I X E S 

A. INCORPORATION 

1. ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION OF THE 
FREE 

METHODIST CHURCH OF NORTH AMERICA 
Under the Laws of Cedifomia* 

Office of the 
Secretetry of Stete 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: 
f 1000. That we, the undersigned, a majority of 

whom etre citizens and residents of the Stete of Califor
nia, have this day voluntarily associated ourselves to-
f ether for the purpose of forming a corporation under 

itle x n . Article I of the CivU Code of the Stete of Cali
fornia. 

AND WE HEREBY CERTIFY: 
FIRST: That the netme of the corporation shedl be 

THE FREE METHODIST CHURCH OF NORTTI AMERICA. 
SECOND: That the purposes for which it is formed 

etre religious, emd charitable, emd especiedly: 
To conduct religious services; to cultivate social in

tercourse eunong ite members emd assist in improving 

* Editor's Historical Note (1943). Originally the church was inTOrporated 
under the laws of the state of New York, April 30, 1873, as ""The Free 
Methodist General Conference of North America." 'The General Con
ference of 1915 authorized the board of trustees of the General Confer
ence to incorporate in the state of Illinois. Pursuant to this order, a 
charter was granted by the state of Illinois, December 2, 1916, under 
the title "The Board of Trustees of the Free Methodist Church of North 
America." This incorporation was approved by the General Conference 
of 1919 and was duly authorized to assume all the duties and exercise 
the prerogatives of me original incorporation. The General Conference 
of 1931 ordered a consolidation of the several boards into a Board of 
Administration. The General Conference of 1935 authorized the Board 
of Administration to form a new incorporation. Pursuant to this order, 
a corporation known as "The Free Methodist Church of North 
America" was formed in 1937, whose articles of incorporation are set 
forth above. 
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and ameliorating the moral and social conditions of hu
manity; to purchase, own, sell, mortgage, and leeise real 
estete etnd other proporty as may be necessary for the 
pvirposes of this corporation; to receive donations; to re
ceive, manage, take, emd hold real emd piersonal property 
by gift, gremt, devise, or bequest, and to sell or dispose 
of the same; and to do every thing necessary, suiteble, 
or proper for the accomplishment of emy of the purposes 
herein enumerated, or which shedl at any time appear 
conducive or expedient for the protection or benefit of 
this corporation. 

To teike emd hold by donation, gift, grant, devise, or 
otherwise emy proporty, reed, personed, or mixed, in emy 
stete in the United States, or in emy other country in 
behalf of and for the benefit of The Free Methodist 
Church of North America or emy of ite subsidiary inter
este, and the same to manage, gremt and convey, leeise 
or otherwise dispose of, emd to execute such trust or 
trusts as may be confided to said corporation, the whole 
to be under the supiervision of and etmenable to the (Jen
eral Conference of the Free Methodist Church of North 
America. 

To carry on a genered publishing emd printing busi
ness including that of stetioners, printers, lithographers, 
stereotypors, electrotypors, photographic printers, photo-
Uthographers, engravers, diesinkers, book printers, ac
count book manufacturers, dealers in parchments, 
dealers in stamps, advertising agents, designers, 
dreiftsmen, ink manufacturers, bookseUers, publishers, 
papier manufacturers, emd deeders in the materieds used 
in the manufacture of paper, and dealers in or manufac
turers of emy other articles or things of a character simi
lar or analogous to the foregoing, or emy of them, or 
connected therewith for the fiirtheremce of the genered 
objectives of this corporation. 

To receive proporty by devise or bequest, subject to 
the laws regulating the tremsfer of proporty by wUl, and 
to otherwise acqufre and hold edl proporty, reed or per-
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soned, including shetres of stock, bonds, and securities of 
other corporations. 

To act as trustee under any trust incidentel to the 
principed objecte of the corporation or for the benefit of 
any of ite members, or members of thefr families, and to 
receive, hold and administer and expend funds and 
proporty subject to such truste. 

To convey, exchemge, leeise, mortgage emd encumber, 
tremsfer upon trust, or otherwise dispose of all property, 
reed or personed. 

To borrow money, contract debte, emd issue bonds, 
notes, emd debentures, and to secure the setme. 

To do all other acte necessary or expodient for the 
administration of the etffairs emd attednment of the pur
poses of the corporation including the conduct of any 
business for profit, providing said profite are used for 
the objecte of said corporation emd not distributed to the 
members thereof. 

THIRD: That the principed office for the transaction 
of business of said corporation is to be located in the 
Ckiunty of Los Angeles, Stete of California. 

FOURTH: That the term for which seud corporation 
is to exist is perpetual. 

FIFTH: That it is a corporation which does not con
template pecuniary gain or profit to the members 
thereof, and therefore there shall be no capital stock. 

SIXTH: That this corporation shall be successor to 
and take the property of the following corporations 
which are hereeifter to be dissolved: 

The Board of Trustees of the Free Methodist Church 
of North America, an Illinois Corporation. 

The Board of Conference Claimants of the Free 
Methodist Church of North America, em Ulinois Corpo
ration. 

The Board of Education of the Free Methodist 
Church of North America, em Illinois Corporation. 
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The Boetrd of Church Extension of the Free Method
ist Church of North America, an Illinois G!orporation.* 

This corporation shall also become the successor of 
the Free Methodist Publishing House, an Illinois Corpo
ration, and the (Jeneral Missionary Board of the Free 
Methodist Church of North America, an Illinois C!orpo-
ration, whenever the same shall be dissolved and or
dered consolidated with this corporation by an order of 
the Board of Administration of the Free Methodist 
Church of North America. 

SEVENTH: That said corporation shall be subject to 
the rules, regulations, and BOOK OF DISCIPLINE of The 
Free Methodist Church of North America eis from time 
to time adopted by the (Jeneral Conference of The Free 
Methodist Church of North America insofar as the same 
do not contravene or conflict with the laws of the Stete 
of Cedifomia or the severed stetes of the United Stetes. 

The BOOK OF DISCIPLINE, rules emd regulations of The 
PYee Methodist Church as from time to time adopted by 
the General Conference of The Free Methodist Church of 
North America shall at all times be a part of the bylaws 
of this corporation. 

• Editor's Note (1943). On October 28, 1943, the Board of Administration 
of the General Conference of the Free Methodist Church of North 
America in session at Winona Lake, Indiana, took the following action: 
That the respective officers of the Board of 'Trustees of the Free Meth
odist Church of North America, an Illinois Corporation; the Board of 
Conference Claimants of the Free Methodist Churcb of North America, 
an Illinois Corporation; the Board of Church Extension of the Free 
Methodist CSiurch of North America, an Illinois Corporation; the Board 
of Education of the Free Methodist Church of North America, an Il
linois Corporation, take any necessary steps or execute any necessary 
papers for the dissolution of these corporations and to transfer any and 
all of the assets of said corporations to the Free Methodist (Siurch of 
North America, a California Corporation, their successor. 
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EIGHTH: That the netmes emd addresses of the por
sons who are to act in the capacity of dfrectors until the 
selection of thefr successors, emd who shedl be known eis 
trustees, are: 

NAMES ADDRESSES 
CLALIDE A. WATSON LOS Angeles, Cedifomia 
B . E. ILER Sante Monica, California 
A. G. BALL LOS Angeles, California 

That the number of trustees may be chemged by a 
bylaw duly adopted or amended by the members, au
thority for which is hereby expressly conferred. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, for the purpose of forming 
this corporation under the laws of the Stete of Califor
nia, we, the undersigned, constituting the incorporators 
of this corporation including the persons named 
hereinabove eis the first directors of this corporation, 
have executed these Articles of Incorporation this fif
teenth day of January, 1937. 

CLAUDE A. WATSON 
B. E. ILER 
A. G. BALL 
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2. BYLAWS OF 
THE FREE METHODIST CHURCH 

OF NORTH AMERICA 
Article I 
Members 

111001. Section 1: The several members of the 
Board of Administration of The Free Methodist Church 
of North America, elected by the General Conference of 
The Free Methodist Church of North America, shall 
constitute the members of this corporation. 

Section 2: All meetings of members except as herein 
otherwise provided shall be held eis dfrected by the cor
poration or by the Board of Directors of said corporation. 

Section 3: The regidar annual meeting of the mem
bers shedl be held at a time emd place to be fixed by the 
Boeird of Administration or a committee designated by 
them. 

The annual meeting of the members and of the 
Board of Dfrectors may be held either in or out of the 
stete of incorporation, as fixed by the Boeird of Adminis
tration or by the Boeird of Dfrectors. 

Section 4: Notice of the annual meeting of members 
shall be given by publication of such notice in Light and 
Life papor published at Winona Lake, Indiana, for at 
least two (2) weeks before said meeting. 

Section 5: Specied meetings of the members may be 
called at any time for any purpose or purposes what
soever, by the president, or by the Boetrd of Dfrectors, or 
by emy three or more members thereof. 

Section 6: Notice of spocial meetings of the members, 
stating the time and in general terms the purpose or 
purposes thereof, shall be mailed by the secretary to 
each member entitled to vote, at his address as the same 
appeetrs on the records of the corporation, or eis suppUed 
by the member for the purpose of notice, at least one 
week prior to the date of the spocied meeting. 
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Section 7: Should the address of emy member not api-
poetr on the records of the corporation, then notices of 
emy meetings of the members shaU be mailed, addressed 
to such member a t Winona Lake, county of Kosciusko, 
stete of Indiana. 

Section 8: An entry of the service of notice of a meet
ing of the members, given in the manner above pro
vided, shall be made in the minutes of the proceedings 
of the members, emd such entry, if read emd approved a t 
a subsequent meeting of the members, shall be conclu
sive on the question of such service. 

Section 9: When all the members are present at any 
meeting, however called or notified, emd sign a writ ten 
consent thereto, or when the members present, and the 
members not present at such meeting, give thefr writ ten 
consent thereto, and such written consent is made a part 
of the records of such meeting the proceedings had a t 
such meeting etre valid, irrespective of the manner in 
which the meeting is called, or the place where it is 
held. 

Any member of the Boeird of Dfrectors of this corpo
ration may be removed from office according to the Free 
Methodist BOOK OF DISCIPLINE and any amendments 
thereto, duly adopted by the Genered Ckinference of the 
Free Methodist Church of North America. 

Section 10: At any meeting of the members, a major
ity of the members shall constitute a quorum to tretnsact 
business. 

Section 11: Any regular or called meet ing of the 
members may adjourn from day to day, or from time to 
time, without further notice, unti l ite business is com
pleted; and any regular or called meeting of the mem
bers may adjourn from day to day, or from time to time, 
without further notice, if for any reason there be not 
present a quorum to tretnsact business, in porson or by 
proxy, such adjournment emd the reasons therefor being 
recorded in the journal of the proceedings of the mem
bers; and when a quorum shall at tend, any business 
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may be transacted which might have been transacted at 
any meeting had the same been held on the day on 
which the same was originally appointed or cedled. 

Section 12: The president, or, in his absence, the vice 
president, or, in the absence of the president and vice 
president, a chairman elected by the members present 
shall call the meetings of the members to order and 
shall act eis the presiding officer thereof. 

Section 13: The secretetry of the corporation shall act 
as secreteiry at all meetings of the members, and in his 
absence the presiding officer may appoint any person to 
act as secreteiry. 

Section 14: At the regular annual meeting of the 
members subsequent to the meeting of the General Con
ference of The Free Methodist Church of North America, 
the members entitled to vote shall elect by ballot a 
Boetrd of Directors as constituted by these bylaws, and 
the etrticles of incorporation of this corporation. 

Section 15: All proxies must be in writing, executed 
by the members themselves, or by their duly authorized 
attorneys, and must be filed with thei secretetry of the 
corporation at or before the meeting of the members. 

Article II 
Directors 

Section 1: The corporate powers, business, emd affeiirs 
of the corporation shall be exercised, conducted, and con
trolled by a board of five dfrectors. 

Section 2: No person shall be elected or appointed a 
dfrector unless he is a member in good standing of The 
Free Methodist Churdi of North America. If a director 
shedl ceeise at emy time to be a member in good' stemding 
of The Free Methodist Church of North. America, he 
shaU thereby cease to be a dfrector, but no act of the 
corporation, ite officers or directors shaU be invedidated 
by reason thereof. Directors shall be members of the 
Board of Administration of The Free Methodist Church 

80 



BYLAWS Par. 1001 

of North America. 
Section 3: Each director shall hold office for eight 

yeetrs or for such shorter poriod- as he may have been 
appointed, and un t i l h is successor shal l have been 
elected. 

Section 4: Any vacancy occurring in the office of di
rector by reason of death, resignation, or otherwise, ex
cept vacancies caused by the removal of the Board of Di
rectors pursuant to the provisions of Section 310 of the 
Civil Code of the Stete of California, shall be filled by 
em appointee of the majority of the remaining dfrectors, 
though less them a quorum. Such director, so appointed, 
shall hold office until his successor is elected at the next 
etnnued meeting of the members, or a t emy special meet
ing duly caUed for that purpose prior thereto. 

When one or more of the dfrectors shall give notice of 
his or thefr resignation to the board, effective a t a fu
ture date, the board shedl have the power to fUl such va-
cemcy or vacemcies to take effect when such resignations 
shall become effective. Each director so appointed shall 
hold office during the remainder of the term of office of 
the resigning director or directors, or until thefr succes
sors are appointed emd qualified. 

Section 5: Immediately after the election of dfrectors 
a t the annual meeting of the members subsequent to the 
meeting of the (Jeneral Conference of The Free Method
ist Church of North America, the dfrectors shall meet 
for the purpose of orgemization, the election of officers, 
and the tremsaction of other business. 

Section 6: All meetings of the Board of Directors 
shall be held as directed from time to time. 

Section 7: The emnued meeting of the Board of Di
rectors shall be determined by the Board of Dfrectors 
emd the date to be fixed by them in connection with the 
etnnual meeting of the corporation. 

Section 8: Spocial meetings of the Board of Dfrectors 
shedl be cedled at emy time on the order of the president 
or on the order of two (2) or more directors. 
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Section 9: Notices of spocial meetings of the Boetrd of 
Dfrectors, stating the time, emd in general terms the 
purpose or purposes thereof, shall be mailed or tele
graphed or personally delivered to each director, not 
later than five days before the day appointed for the 
meeting, or published in Light and Life for not less than 
two weeks prior to such meeting. An entry of the service 
of notice, given in the manner above provided, shall be 
made in the minutes of the proceedings of the Board of 
Dfrectors, emd such entry, if read and approved at a sub
sequent meeting of the Boeud of Directors, shedl be conr 
elusive on the question of service. If all the directors 
shall be present at any directors' meeting, however 
called or noticed, and sign a written consent thereto 
which is entered on the record of such meeting, or if the 
megority of the dfrectors are present, emd those not pres
ent sign a written waiver of notice of such meeting, 
whether prior to or after the holding of such meeting, 
which said waiver shall be filed with the secretetry of 
the corporation, emd entered on the record of such meet
ing, any business may be transacted at such meeting, 
and the tremsactions of such meeting sheiU be eis vedid eis 
if had at a meeting reguleu-ly cetUed and noticed. 

Section 10: Each director shall register his address 
with the secretetry, emd notices of meetings mailed or 
telegraphed to such address shall be valid notices 
thereof. 

Section 11: A majority of the whole number of di
rectors shedl constitute a quorum for the tretnsaction of 
business, and every act or decision of a majority of the 
directors present at a meeting at which a quorum is 
present, made or done when duly eissembled, shall be 
vaUd eis the act of the Boetrd of Dfrectors; but a majority 
of those present at the time emd place of any steted or 
spocied meeting, edthough less than a quorum, may ad
journ the same from time to time, or from day to day, 
without further notice, untU a quorum shetU attend, and 
when a quorum shall attend, any business may be 
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transacted which might have been transacted at the 
meeting had the same been held on the day on which 
the same was originally appointed or called. 

Section 12: The Board of Directors shall have full 
power and authority to borrow money on behalf of the 
corporation, including the power and authority to bor
row money from emy of the members, directors, or offi
cers of the corporation, emd otherwise to incur indebted
ness on behalf of the corporation, and to authorize the 
execution of promissory notes, or other evidences of in
debtedness of the corporation, and to agree to pay inter
est thereon; to sell, convey, alienate, tremsfer, assign, 
exchange, lease, and otherwise dispose of; mortgage, 
pledge, hjrpothecate, emd otherwise encumber the propi-
erty, real and personal, and the franchises of the corpo
ration; to purcheise, leeise, and otherwise acqufre prop
erty, real emd personal, on behalf of the corporation; and 
generally to do and perform, or cause to be done and 
porformed, emy and every act which the corporation may 
lawfully do and porform. 

Section 13: The directors of this corporation shall 
serve without compensation except for thefr actual ex
ponses. 

Section 14: The Boetrd of Dfrectors may appoint an 
executive committee of such boetrd emd may delegate to 
such committee emy of the powers and authority of the 
Boetrd of Dfrectors, except the power to adopt, amend, or 
repeal the bylaws. Such executive committee shall be 
composed of members of the Board of Dfrectors and shall 
act only in the intervals between meetings of the Board 
of Dfrectors, emd shall be subject at edl times to the con
trol of the Board of Dfrectors. 

Section 15: The business of the Boetrd of Dfrectors 
may be conducted by mail. Any matter submitted by the 
secretary to the members of the boeird shedl, when ap>-
proved by a majority of the boetrd emd recorded in the 
minutes of the board by the secretary, be a legally api-
proved act of the board. 
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Article HI 
Officers 

Section 1: The executive officers of the corporation 
shall be a president, a vice president, a secretary, and a 
treeisurer. 

Section 2: All of the officers of the corporation shall 
be elected by ballot by the Board of Dfrectors except the 
treeisurer. The general church treasurer shall be the 
treasurer of the corporation. 

Article TV 
President 

Section 1: The president shall be the chief executive 
officer of the corporation. He shedl preside at all meet
ings of the members emd of the Boetrd of Dfrectors. He 
shedl have general charge of the business of the corpora
tion, shall execute, with the secretary, in the name of 
the corporation, all deeds, bonds, contracte, and other 
obligations emd instruments authorized by the Boetrd of 
Directors to be executed. 

Section 2: The president shall also have such other 
powers emd shall porform such other duties as may be 
eissigned to him by the Board of Dfrectors. 

Article V 
Vice President 

Section 1: The vice president shedl be vested with all 
the powers emd shedl perform all the duties of the presi
dent, in case of the absence or disability of the presi
dent. 

Section 2: The vice president shall also have such 
other powers emd shall porform such other duties as may 
be eissigned to him by the Board of Directors. 
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Article VI 
Secreteuy 

Section 1: The secretetry shall keep the minutes of edl 
proceedings of the members and of the Board of Di
rectors in books provided for that purpose. He shall at
tend to the giving emd serving of notices of etU meetings 
of the members emd of the Boeird of Directors and oth
erwise. He shall execute, with the president, in the 
netme of the corporation, all deeds, bonds, contracte, and 
other obligations and instruments authorized by the 
Board of Directors to be executed, emd, with the presi
dent, shall sign aU certificates of membership of the cor
poration. He shedl be the custodian of the corporate seed 
of the corporation, and when so ordered by the Boetrd of 
Directors shall affix the seal to deeds, bonds, contracte, 
emd other obligations emd instrumente. He shall keep 
emd have chetrge of the joumed of the meetings of the 
Board of Directors and of the members, the book of 
bylaws, emd such other books and papers as the Board of 
Dfrectors may direct. He shedl, in general, perform all 
the duties incident to the office of secretetry, subject to 
the control of the Boetrd of Directors. (He shall porform 
the duties of the treeisurer in case of the absence or dis
ability of the treasurer.) 

Section 2: In case of the absence or disability of the 
secretary, or his refiisal or neglect to act, notices may be 
given and served by the president, or by the vice presi
dent, or by emy person thereunto authorized by the pres
ident, or by the vice president, or by the Board of Di
rectors. 

Article VII 
Treasurer 

Section 1: The treeisurer shedl keep, or cause to be 
kept, full and accurate accounts of receipts and dis
bursements in books to be kept for that purpose. He 
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shall receive and deposit, or cause to be received and 
deposited, all moneys and other valuables of the corpo
ration in the name and to the credit of the corporation, 
in such depositories as may be designated by the Board 
of Directors. He shall disburse, or cause to be disbursed, 
the funds of the corporation only as directed by the 
Board of Directors of the corporation emd shall teke pro
por vouchers for such disbursements. He shall render to 
the president of the Board of Directors and to the mem
bers, whenever they may require, accounts of all his 
tremsactions as treeisurer and of the finemcied condition 
of the corporation. He shall, in general, perform all the 
duties incident to the office of treasurer, subject to the 
control of the Boetrd of Directors. 

Article v m 
Indemnification of Dfrectors and Officers 

Section 1. Every person who now is or hereafter 
shall be a dfrector or officer of the corporation, or a 
member of its Investment Committee or Pension Boetrd, 
shall be indemnified by the corporation against all coste 
and expenses (including counsel fees) actually and 
necesseirUy incurred by or imposed upon him in connec
tion with or resulting from emy action, suit, or proceed
ing of whatever nature to which he is or shall be made a 
party by reason of his being or having been a dfrector or 
officer of the corporation or member of such committee 
or boetrd (whether or not he is a director or officer of the 
corporation or member of such committee or boetrd at 
the time he is made a petrty to such action, suit, or pro
ceeding, or at the time such coste or expenses etre incur
red by or imposed upon him), except in relation to mat
ters as to which he shall be adjudged in such action, 
suit, or proceeding to be liable for negligence or miscon
duct in the porformance of his duties as such dfrector or 
officer or committee or board member; provided, how
ever, that in the case of an action or proceeding which is 
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settled or compromised, such right of indemnification 
shedl be applicable only (a) if such a settlement or com
promise is approved by the court having jurisdiction of 
such action, suit, or proceeding; and (b) to the extent 
provided in the terms of such compromise or settlement 
so approved. Every porson shall be entitled, without de-
memd by him upon the corporation, or any action of the 
corporation, to enforce his right to such indemnity in em 
action at law against the corporation. 

Section 2. The right of indemnification hereinabove 
provided shall not be deemed exclusive of any other 
righte to which any such porson may now or hereeifter 
be otherwise entitled and specifically, without limiting 
the generality of the foregoing, shedl not be deemed ex
clusive of emy righte, pursuemt to stetute or otherwise, 
of any such person in emy such action, suit, or proceed
ing to have assessed or allowed in his favor, agednst the 
corporation or otherwise, his coste emd exponses incurred 
therein or in connection therewith or emy part thereof. 

Article IX 
Seal 

Section 1: The Board of Directors shall provide a 
suiteble seal for the corporation, which shedl be in cfrcu-
lar form, which will contein the following inscription: 
The Free Methodist Church of North America, Incorpo
rated Jan. 15, 1937, Los Angeles, California. 

Article X 
Section 1: The BOOK OF DISCIPLINE, ndes and regu

lations of The Free Methodist Church as from time to 
time adopted by the General Conference of The Free 
Methodist Church of North America shedl at all times be 
a part of the bylaws of this corporation. 
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Article XI 
Section 1: The bylaws of this corporation may be 

amended at any annual meeting of the members of the 
corporation by a megority vote of those present emd vot
ing. 
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B. F O R M S 

Property 
f 1020. 1. Application for Permission to Sell or 

Mortgage Church Property of the Free Methodist 
Church 
Netme of: Society. 

Pastoral Charge 
District 
Conference 
Other 
Date 

(1) Has the body owning the property given authority 
to SELL* MORTGAGE* the property? 

(2) In what book of record is the action recorded? 

page date. 
(3) What will be the disposition of the proceeds of 

SALE* MORTGAGE*? 
(4) Has the Conference Building and Location (Commit

tee approved your plan? 
(5) Is the title to the property to be SOLD* 

MORTGAGED* a warranty deed? 
If not, what is the character of the title? 

(6) Is the property deeded to the orgemization in ite 
corporate name, or to the individual trustees? (See 
Pars. 855 and 856.) 

(7) If the organization is incorporated, give corporate 
name. 

(8) Does the deed to the proporty to be mortgaged con
tain the following trust clause: "In trust for the use 
emd benefit of the membership of The Free Method
ist Church of North America . . . , " ete? (See Par. 
856.) ——'-
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(9) If property is being purcheised with proceeds of 
SALE* MORTGAGE*, wiU the title thereto include 
the trust clause referred to in "8" above? 

(10) Is there a reverting clause in the title to the prop
erty being MORTGAGED* or PURCHASED*? 

(11) Describe the property to be SOLD* 
MORTGAGED*: Number oflote or acres 
type of building 
(frame, stene, brick, other) 
dimensions of buUding 
condition of building (good, fafr, poor) 
other commente, if emy 

(12) Appraised value of property to be SOLD* 
MORTGAGED* 

What amount is expected from SALE* 
MORTGAGE*? 

(13) Give legal description of property to be SOLD* 
MORTGAGED*, enclosing a copy of the deed or 
copying therefrom. . 

(14) List names and addresses of the trustees, if the 
property to be SOLD* MORTGAGED* is held in 
the name of the trustees: 

(15) Signatures approving the SALE* MORTGAGE*: 
Pastor in cheirge: 

Address: 
Suporintendent: 

Address: 

* Strike out the term that does not apply. 
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Secretary of 
Official Boeird: 

Address: 
Other: 

Board of Dfrectors 
The Free Methodist Church of North 
America 
Free Methodist Headqueirters 
Winona Lake, Indiana 46590 

2. Consent of the Superintendent Having Jurisdic
tion of Property to Be Sold Under Provisions of Para
graph 857 of the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE 

I, , being the suporintendent of 
the territory in which the hereinafter described reed 
proporty is located, hereby give my consent to the sede of 
the setme for not less them the sum of $ , to 
The hereinbefore described real property as the 
hereinafter described reed property is more particularly 
described as: 

(Here insert description of reed property) 

Date 

Signature of suporintendent 

3. Declaration of Trust (Suggested) 
(Whenever a piece of property does not have the trust clause set forth 

in its deed, the local society may adopt the following trust clause and 
have it duly recorded at the counh' recorder's office, uius conforming to 
the provisions of Paragraphs 855 and 856 of the BOOK OF DISCI-

WHEREAS, the Free Method
ist Church of , a corporation 
or society, is the owner of the hereinetfter described reed 
property emd, 

WHEREAS, said Free Methodist Church is a sub-
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sidiary of the Free Methodist Church of North America, 
a California corporation, subject to the rules, regu
lations, emd BOOK OF DISCIPLINE thereof, and, 

WHEREAS, the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE of said church 
provides that all reed property held by said corporation 
shedl include the following trust clause: 

"In trust for the use emd benefit of the membership 
of the Free Methodist Church of North America, incor
porated under the name of 'The Free Methodist Church 
of North America,' subject to the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE, 
usages, and ministerial appointment of said church as 
from time to time authorized emd decleu*ed; emd, if sold, 
the proceeds shall be disposed of and used in accordance 
with the provisions of said BOOK OF DISCIPUNE, and of 
the civU law; emd in fiirther trust emd confidence that in 
the houses of worship now erected or that may hereeifter 
be erected on said premises hereby conveyed, the seate 
shall be forever free; and in fiirther trust and confidence 
that the said trustees emd thefr successors in office shedl 
permit at edl times the ministers who may be duly au
thorized according to the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE of the said 
Free Methodist Church, to hold religious services in sedd 
houses of worship according to said BOOK OF DISCI
PLINE." And, 

WHEREAS, the deed to the hereinafter described 
real proporty from , as grantor, to 
Free Methodist Church of , a 
corporation, as grantee, dated on the day of 

, 19 , and recorded as Document No. 
^ Book , Page , of deeds records of 
County, Stete of , faded to 

include the foregoing trust, 
NOW, THEREFORE, it is declared by the 

Free Methodist Church of . 
-corporation or society, on the . 

day of , 19 , that the said corpora
tion or society holds the hereinafter described real prop
erty subject to the provisions of said trust. 
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The hereinbefore described real property as the 
hereinetfter described reed property is more petrticuletrly 
described eis: 

(insert legal description) 
Done at a duly arid regularly called meeting of the 

corporation or society on the day of , 
19 . 

We, the undersigned, president, and 
-, secretary of the 

Free Methodist Church of _ 
a religious society or corporation, hereby 
certify that the foregoing resolution was duly adopted at 
the foregoing meeting and that we were instructed emd 
dfrected to execute this instrument eis a decletration of 
trust and cause the same to be recorded upon the rec
ords of the county recorder of the County of , 
Stete or Province of . 

^ : President 
Secretary 

STATE OR PROVINCE OF 

} SS 

Before me , a notary public on this 
day personedly appoeired and , 
knowm to me to be the porsons whose netmes etre sub
scribed to the foregoing instrument and knovsm to me to 
be the president emd secretetry respectively of the 
Free Methodist Church of , , 

religious society or corporation 
and acknowledged to me that they executed said in
strument for the purposes therein expressed emd eis the 
act of said corporation or society. 

GIVEN under my hand emd seal this 
day of , 19 

Notary Public in and for the above 
County emd Stete or Province 
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4. Articles of Incorporation (Suggested) 
ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 

OF 
FREE METHODIST CHURCH 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: 
That we, the undersigned, residente of the Stete or 

Province of 
have this day voluntarily associated our

selves together for the purpose of forming a corporation 
under the laws of the State or Province of 

AND WE HEREBY CERTIFY: 
FIRST 

The name of the corporation shall be: 
FREE METHODIST CHURCH. 

SECOND 
That the primary purposes for which it is formed are 

reUgious, chariteble, and educational, emd espocially: 
To conduct religious services, to cultivate social in

tercourse eunong ite members, emd to assist in improving 
emd ameliorating the moral and social conditions of hu
manity; to purcheise, own, sell, or dispose of the same, 
mortgage and lease real estate and other property as 
may be necessetry for the purposes of this corporation; to 
receive donations, to receive, manage, teke, and hold 
reed and porsonal property by gift, grant, devise, or be
quest, and to sell or dispose of the same, emd to do every 
thing necessetry, suiteble, or proper for the accompUsh-
ment of any of the purposes herein enumerated, or 
which shedl at emy time appoar conducive or expedient 
for the protection or benefit of this corporation. 

THIRD 
That the principed office for the tretnsaction of busi

ness of said corporation is to be located in the County — 
, Stete or Province of 
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FOURTH 
That the term for which said corporation is to exist is 

perpetual. 
FIFTH 

That it is a corporation which does not contemplate 
pecunietry gain or profit to the members thereof, and 
therefore there shaU be no capital stock. 

The property is irrevocably dedicated to religious, 
chariteble, or scientific purposes emd upon Uquidations, 
dissolution or abandonment of the corporation, owner
ship wUl not inure to the benefit of emy private person 
except a fimd, foundation, or corporation orgemized and 
oporated for religious, scientific, or chariteble purposes. 
The dfrectors shall not be porsonally liable for the debte, 
liabilities, or obligations of the corporation. 

SIXTH 
The ecclesiastical eiffetirs of the corporation shall be 

subject to the rules, regulation, emd BOOK OF DISCIPLINE 
of the Free Methodist (Ihurch of North America, eis from 
time to time adopted by the (Jeneral Conference of the 
Free Methodist Church of North America, insofar as the 
same do not contravene or conflict with the laws of the 
stete or province of incorporation. 

SEVENTH 
That the number of dfrectors of said corporation shall 

be three and that the names emd addresses of the per
sons who etre to act in the capacity of dfrectors until the 
selection of their successors, and who shedl be known as 
trustees, are 

NAMES ADDRESSES 

95 



Par. 1020 FORMS 

That the number of directors may be chemged by a 
bylaw duly adopted or amended by the members, au
thority for which is hereby expressly conferred. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Do not try to use this form without 
the edd of em attorney of your stete or province. If you 
desire to form a corporation, teike this form to em at
torney for his information. 
Following the above vnll have to be the regular cer

tification either by individual, incorporators, or by the 
president emd secretary of the unincorporated society 
being incorporated. They must follow the require
ments of the local civU law. (JURAT) 

5. Bylaws (Suggested) 
BYLAWS 

of 
(Corporate name of church) 

ARTICLE I 
SECTION I: 

The members of the shall 
constitute the members of this corporation. 
SECTION H: 

The emnued meeting of this corporation shall be held 
at emy time within three months prior to the convening 
of the of the 

(name of the annual conference) 
Free Methodist Church of North America, emd may be 
cedled by the peistor or the president of said corporation 
by giving notice as provided in the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE 
of the Free Methodist Church of North America. 
SECTION ni : 

Spocial meetings may be cedled at emy time for any 
purpxise or purposes whatsoever by the president of the 
corporation or the peistor, pursuant to the BOOK OF DIS
CIPLINE of the Free Methodist Church of North America. 
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SECTION IV: 
Notice of special meeting may be given as provided 

in the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE of the Free Methodist Church 
of North America. 
SECTION V: 

The entry in the minutes of the notice of emy annued 
or special meeting, if read and approved at such meeting 
or subsequent meeting, shedl be conclusive proof on the 
question of such notice. 
SECTION VI: 

When edl the members eire present at emy meeting, 
however called or notified, and signify their consent 
thereto by the roll call showing their presence, and 
those not present consent in writing at the time of such 
meeting or subsequent thereto, and such consent is 
made a part of the records of such meeting, the proceed
ings had at such meeting etre vedid, irrespoctive of the 
memner in which the meeting was cedled or the place 
where it was held. 
SECTION VH: 

At any meeting of the members, those present shall 
constitute a quorum to tretnsact business. 
SECTION VIH: 

The peistor of the church, or in his absence his ap
pointee, or the president of the corporation shaU preside 
at edl meetings. 
Section IX: 

Any regular or called meeting may adjourn from day 
to day or from time to time, without further notice until 
ite business is completed. 
SECTION X: 

The BOOK OF DISCIPLINE, rules and regulations of the 
Free Methodist Church of North America, shedl at edl 
times constitute the rules for admission, expulsion, 
withdrawal, and the disciplining of members of this cor
poration. 
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ARTICLE n 
Dfrectors of Trustees 

SECTION I: 
The secular affeiirs of this corporation shedl be exer

cised and conducted by a boetrd of directors or trustees 
eis dfrected by the society of the 
SECTION H: 

The qualifications of all such directors or trustees 
shall be as provided in the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE of the 
Free Methodist Church of North America, and the Arti
cles of Incorporation. 
SECTION m : 

Their term of office shall be for one year or untU 
their successors etre elected emd queiUfied. 
SECTION IV: 

Any vacancy occurring in the office of director or 
trustee shaU be fUled by em election at a meeting of the 
membership or society, emd emy dfrector or trustee so 
elected shall hold office for the unexpfred term. 
SECTION V: 

Immediately etfter the annual meeting, the boetrd of 
dfrectors or trustees shall meet emd organize by electing 
a president, vice president, secretary, and treasurer, or 
secreteu^-treasurer, 
SECTION VI: 

All meetings of the dfrectors or trustees shedl be held 
eis dfrected from time to time or at the cedl of the presi
dent or peistor. 
SECTION VH: 

The duties of the several officers shaU be as provided 
in the BOOK OF DISCIPLINE of the Free Methodist Church 
of North America, or eis prescribed by the society of the 
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ARTICLE in 
Amendmente 

SECTION I: 
The bylaws of this corporation may be amended at 

emy annued meeting of the members by a megority vote 
of those present except as to Article I, Section X. 
Adopted by resolution of the members of the corporation 
this day of , 19 

6. Form of Bequest 
Form of bequest of money or other porsonal property: 

"I give and bequeath to the Free Methodist Church of 
North America the sum of dolletrs, to be used 
emd appropriated by that body to religious, chariteble, 
missioneiry, or educational purposes." 

Real estete: 
"I grant emd devise (full description of the land)." 
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Par. 1021 FORMS 

LICENSES 
H 1021. 1. Loced Preacher's License 
This certifies that is authorized to officiate as 

a LOCAL PREACHER in the FREE METHODIST CHURCH for 
one yeeir, provided h spirit emd practice are such 
eis become the gospol of Christ, emd h .teachings 
correspond with the esteblished doctrines of the Holy 
Scriptures as held by the Free Methodist Church. 

Done by order of the Official Board of the 
Society, Conference. 

Done at t̂his day of , 19-
President 
Secretary 

2. Renewed of Local Preacher's License 
The license of eis a LOCAL PREACHER in the 

FREE METHODIST CHURCH is hereby renewed for one 
year, subject to the requiremente of the BOOK OF DISCI
PLINE. 

Signed by order of the Official Board of soci
ety, Conference, 
this day of , 19 

President 
: Secretary 
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FORMS Par. 1021 

3. Lay Minister's License 

This certifies that is authorized to officiate 
as a LAY MINISTER in the FREE METHODIST CHURCH for 
one year provided h spirit and practice are such 
as become the gospol of Christ, emd h teachings 
correspond with the established doctrines of the Holy 
Scriptures eis held by the Free Methodist Church. 

Done by order of the Official Boetrd of the !_ 
Society, Conference. 

Done at this day of , 19 
President 
Secretary 

4. Renewed of Lay Minister's License 
This certifies that the license of as a LAY 

MINISTER in the FREE METHODIST CHURCH is hereby re
newed for one year, subject te the requfremente of the 
BOOK OF DISCIPLINE. 

Done by order of the Official Board of the 
Society, Conference. 

Done at this day of , 19 
: President 

Secretary 
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5. Annued Conference EvemgeUst's License 
This certifies that is authorized to 

officiate as an EVANGELIST in the FREE METHODIST 
CHURCH OF NORTH AMERICA, SO long as h spirit and 
practice are such as become the gospel of Christ, and 
h . teachings correspond with the esteblished doc
trines of the Holy Scriptures eis held by the Free Meth
odist Church. 

By order of the Annual Conference of 
the Free Methodist Church. 

Done at , this day of , 19 
President 
Secretary 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

11022. Recommendation for Stetus of Ministerial 
Cemdidate 

This certifies that , 
a local preacher and member of the 

society of the 
Conference, is hereby recom

mended as a suitable person to be admitted as a 
ministerial candidate of the FREE METHODIST CHURCH. 

Done by order of the Board of Ministeried Education 
and Guidemce of the 
Conference in session at 
this day of 19_ 

President 
Secretary 
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FORMS Par. 1023 

RESTORATION OF PARCHMENTS 

H 1023. Recommendation for the Restoration of 
Parchmente 
To the president and members of the 

Annual Conference, to be field at 
commencing on the day of , 19 

We, the members of the (district or annual) confer
ence, hereby recommend the restoration of the parch
ments of , who has been received as a 
local preacher on the Society (or admitted as 
a ministerial candidate in the Annual Con
ference). 

Done in the regular session at , this day 
of , 19 , and signed by order and in 
behedf of the Conference. 

President 
Secretary 

(The foregoing recommendation should be presented to the conference 
having the custody of the forfeited parchmenta, or to which the candi
date Iwlonged when the parchments were forfeited.) 
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Par. 1024 FORMS 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

f 1024. 1. Ministeried Cemdidate — Annued Confer
ence Certfficate 

This is to certify that , the bearer, a regu
larly licensed loced preacher, heis this day been received 
by tiie 

Annued Ckinference of the FREE METH
ODIST CHURCH as a ministeried cemdidate, emd is hereby 
authorized to act in that capacity, according to the BOOK 
OF DISCIPLINE of said church, provided h spirit emd 
practice are such as become the gospol of Christ, and 
h teachings correspond with the esteiblished doc
trines of the Holy Scriptures as held by said church. 

Done at , the 
day of , 19 _. 

President 
Secretary 
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FORMS Par. 1024 

2. Certificate of Stemding (Conference) 
This certifies that _ 

(deacon, elder, ministerial candidate) 
good standing and of general acceptability in the 

Conference of the FREE METHODIST 
CHURCH emd is granted this certificate with a view to 
being transferred to the Conference. 

Done by 
at on , 19_ 

This certifies that 

President 
Secretary 

wets received by tremsfer eis a by vote 
(deacon, elder, ministerial candidate) 

of the Conference on 
19 

: President 

(A certificate granted by an annual or district conference or board of 
ministerial education and guidance is valid until the ensuing annual 
conference to which the certificate is given.) 

3. Certificate of Standing (Denomination) 
This certifies that has been em 

ordained in good stemding and of general ac
ceptebility in the Conference of the FREE 
METHODIST CHURCH, emd is granted this certificate with 
a view of joining another evangelical denomination. 
Membership in this conference emd church is terminated 
upon the issuemce of this certificate. 

Done by the Conference at on 
19 

President 
. Secretary 

(This certificate can be delivered only upon the surrender of 
the minister's parchmente, for which the secretary must issue a 
receipt (see Par. 532, Sec. 2). 
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Par. 1025 FORMS 

4. Certificate of Location 
This certifies that 

good standing in the Annual Conference of 
the FREE METHODIST CHURCH, is given this Certificate of 
Location for the reason checked below: 

At his own request. 
Under Paragraph 420, having been left without 
appointment two years in succession. 
Under Peuragraph 421, having been on leave of 
absence two or more years in succession. 

Done in annual session at this 
day of , 19 

President 
^ Secretary 

DELEGATES 
11025. Annual Conference Credentials 
This certifies that ^ ^was 

duly elected to represent the Pastoral CJharge 
at the Aimual Conference to be 
held at commencing the day of 

Lay Delegate 
Reserve Delegate 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
(Cfrcle one to indicate 
order of election.) 

Done at the Annual Meeting held at 
on the day of 
AD . 

Chairman 
Secretary 
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FORMS Par. 1026 

TRANSFERS 
11026. 1. Full Membership Transfer 
This is to certify that , a fidl member in 

good stemding of the 
Free Methodist Church, is cordially commended to the 
Free Methodist Church in or in any other 
place. When he or she is admitted to another society, 
membership in this society shall cease. This certificate 
must be deposited with another Free Methodist Church 
within one year, unless renewed. 
Member's date of birth emd of baptism 
Check where appropriate. Member is D licensed local 
preacher, D licensed lay minister, D local deacon, D 
local elder. 

Dated 
Pastor's signature 

2. Acknowledgment of Tremsfer 
You are hereby notified that heis been 

duly enrolled eis a member of this society upon a certifi
cate issued by the society of which you are the pastor. 

Dated 
Peistor's signature 
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Par. 1026 FORMS 

3. Transfer of Membership to Another Denomina
tion 

This is to certify that , who wishes to 
become a member of emother evangeliced church, is a 
member in good stemding of the Free Methodist Church 
in emd is cordially commended to the 
fellowship of or any other such church 
with which may desire to unite. H mem
bership in the Free Methodist Church ceeises when this 
certificate is given. 
Member's date of birth _ , and of baptism 

Dated 
Peister's signature 

4. Prepetratory Membership Transfer 
This is to certify that , a preparatory 

member in good stemding of the Free Meth
odist Church, is cordially commended to the Free Meth
odist Church in or emy other place. When he 
or she is admitted to another society, membership in 
this society shall cease. This certificate must be depos
ited with emother Free Methodist Church vrithin one 
year, unless renewed. 
Member's date of birth and of baptism 
Date received to preparatory membership . 
Member has D heis not D been baptized; heis completed 
instruction cleisses D. 

Dated 
Pastor's signature 
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5. Youth Membership Transfer 
This is to certify that , a youth member in 

good standing of the Free Methodist Church, 
is cordiedly commended to the Free Methodist Church in 

or in any other place. When he or she is ad
mitted to emother society, membership in this society 
shall cease. This certificate must be deposited with 
emother Free Methodist Church within one year, unless 
renewed. 
Member's date of birth and of baptism 
Date received to youth membership 
Member has D has not D been baptized; has completed 
instruction classes D. 

Dated 
Peistor's signature 
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References are to paragraphs and subdivisions. 
BOOK OF DISCIPLINE PART L 

Introduction, Paragraphs 100-449, 500-950, 1000.1, 1020.1 
BOOK OF DISOTLmE PART H: 

Paragraphs 450-499, 1000-1001, 1020-1026 

Abortion, 331 
Administration, Board of — see Board of Administration 
Administrative Commission, 460-464 

amenable to Board of Administration, 460(1) 
Board of Directors, Publishing House, 460(2), 464(4) 
Board of Industrial Relations, 460(9) 
composition, 451(3), 460(1) 
conference boundaries, 434 
conference claimante and Social Security, 461-461.1 
Court of Appeals, 460(4), 711 
merger of conferences, 691(9:c-d) 
Pension Board, 461.7(3) 
Pension Plan, 461.7 

Kwers of, 460-460.1 
tblishing House, 464 

questions of law, 460(5) 
retirement program (claimante), 461-461.1 
salaries, 460(7) 
Social Security, 461.1 
Sodal Ministry 

Board of, 460(8) 
Department of, 463 

Administrative committee (aimual conference), 412 
Administrative districte, 444(2), 448 
Administrator, headquarters, 451(6:a)(7:b), 452(l:c)(2), 464(5), 470(9), 

480(6), 494(3) 
Adult Ministries 

director, 400.1(3), 400.2(12), 403(1), 413 
division of, 470(7:a:3), 471(3), 602 

Alcohol, 158(4), 335.1, 473(5) 
Aldersgate Christian Training, 601(2) 
Aldersgate feUowships, 362(2), 472(9), 474(l:b:l:e)(l:d) 
Amending the constitution, methods of, 225-227, 251(3) 
Annual conference, the, 405-428 

administrative committee, 412 
adult ministries, director, 413 
amenability of traveling ministers, 416(8), 552, 706-707, 709 
appeals, 710, 718, 726 
appointmente, 419-422 
boards 

Christian education, 413 
evangelism, 414 
ministerial education and guidance, 416, 477.1-477.5, 478, 530, 

581(l:b), 603, 605 
stewardship and finance, 423 
world missions, 417 
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boundaries, 427, 433-434, 591(10) 
budget, 423 
character of ministers, 416(8) 
children's ministries, director, 413 
citation of, 729 
committee on churdi buildings and locations, 859(3-4) 
committee on ministerial relations, 426 
committee on social issues and ministries, 418, 463(8) 
conference claimante, 409(9) 
conference year end, 424 
credentials, 1025 
delegates, 277, 401(2), 402(1), 406 
divorce, 530(2), 534(4), 553 
ethnic ministries, 554, 603 
evangeliste, 416 
extension conferences, 482.1 
financial reporte, 409(6) 
limitation of powers, 425 
membership, 277, 4()6 

character of, 416(8) 
election to orders, 550, 551 
examination of candidates, 530 
fivm other denominations, 534 
fiill, 477.3, 531 
termination, 428(13,15), 535 
transfer, 428(12), 533, 580(13) 

m e r ^ of, 591(10:c-d) 
ministerial appointments committee, 401(7), 416(1), 419-422, 

482(2:c,e), 580(8), 591(7) 
ministerial candidates, 406, 416(3), 477.2, 477.5 
ministerial relations committee, ^ 6 
mission origin, of, 405, 433(37-52), 441, 491(5), 498 
names of conferences, 405, 433 
new conferences, 491(6), 591(10) 
new societies on conference boundaries, 427 
nominating superintendent, 581(l:b) 
officers, 409, 410 
order of business, 428 
pension plan agent, 409(7) 
place and time, 407 
procedure and questions, 428 
property, declared abandoned, 858 
provisional conferences, 405, 491(4), 498, 591(10:e) 
right of petition, 447 
secretary, 409(2) 
stewardship and finance, 409(5), 423 
Sunday school promoter, 413 
superintendente, 401(7), 410, 411, 580-583, 801 
superintendent's cabinet, 4 l i 
treasurer, 409(3) 
voting, 4()8 
youth ministries, director, 413 
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Annual meeting, the, 401-401.1 
absentee voting illegal, 401(l:a) 
elections 

delegates to annual conference, 401(2), 401.1(5. 6) 
nominating committee, 401(8) 
pastor's cabinet, 401(3) 
stewards, 401(4) 
trustees, 401(4) 

evaluation of pastor and church, 401(7) 
meetings, annual and special, 401(l:a)(6), 58(X3-4) 
order of business, 401.1 
pastor to preside without vote, 401(1) 
pastor's return, vote upon, 419(2) 
trustees' report, 401(5), 401.1(9) 
year end, 424 
see Society meeting 

Appeals 
Court of Ap{>eals (Administrative Commission), 460(4), 711 
educational institutions, 473(7) 
general directions, 702 
lay members, 726, 741, 743 
lay ministers, 720, 726 
local preachers, 719 
ministerial candidates, 718 
right of, 228, 473(7), 726 
summary of ministerial discipline, 719.1 
traveling ministers 

to annual conference, 710 
to Court of Appeals, 460(4), 711 
to (Jieneral Conference, 711-712 

AppeUate Court, 460(4-5), 702 
Appointment of pastors, 416(6), 419-422, 482(2:c,e,fl 
Architecture, church, 481(l:b:4), 859 
Area cabinet, 581(l:c), 591(2) 
Area superintendent, 410(2) 
Articles of Incorporation, 1000, 1020(4) 
Articles of organization and government, 275-289 
Articles of Religion, 100-131 
Associate membership, 365 
Association of Free Methodist Educational Institutions, 473, 474 
Association of Free Methodist Evangeliste, 480(1,6), 481(l:a) 

see Evangeliste 
Athletic program, intercollegiate, 473(4) 
Auditor 

aimual conference, 409(4) 
district conference, 430.1(6) 
general church, 461(8) 
official board, 402(3), 402.1(6) 
society, 400.2(5:b) 
statistical, 400.1(3), 400.2(6) 

Auxiliary organizations 
Light and Life Men International, 486 
Women's Missionary Fellowship International, 497 
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Ballot voting required — gee Voting 
Baptism 

article on, 124 
modes of, 900(1) 
ritual 

adulte, 904 
afBrmation of vows for youth and adult members, 360, 903 
children, 902 
infante, 901.1 

who may baptize 
deacons, 560(2) 
elders, 551(3) 
unordained ministers, 522, 608 

Beauest, form of, 1020(6) 
Bishops 

amenability, 592 
area cabinet, 581(l:c), 591(2) 
assignment to areas, 590(2:e) 
Board of Bishops, 690 
Burundi, 437(4-6X6:e) 
Canadian, 436(4,7) 
Council of Bishops, 203 
decisions of, 409(2:e), 691(11) 
duties and powers, 419, 581(6), 690(2), 591, 716(2) 

assist area fellowsh^, 59i(10:a) 
call special sessions of General Conference, 284(2) 
cite ministers, 591(9), 730 
ex officio members of commissions, 451(3) 
oidain deacons, elders, 491(2:c), 560, 561, 691(13) 
organize conferences, 491(6:a), 691(10:b) 
preside 

annual conferences, 409(1), 691(11) 
area cabinet, 691(2) 
(jeneral Conference, 286, 591(11) 
ministerial appointmente committee, 419 

election, 285, 436(4), 437(4), 444(1), 451(2), 590(1) 
financial report, 409(6) 
pension, 461.7, 594 
questions of law, 591(11) 
residence, 591(3) 
retirement, 693-694 
rulings, 691(11) 
state of work report, 692 
support, 460(7), 800 
terms of office, 286, 690(1) 
vacancies fiUed, 451(2) 

Board, General Missionary, 490(1), 492, 495 
Board of Administration, 287, 444, 449, 450-463, 460(1), 460.1, 470(1), 

480(1), 490(1), 492(1) 
composition, 46iXl) 
duties, 442, 451, 476(2:b), 482(2:g4i), 482.1, 483(7) 
election of, 444(2) 
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electe 
bishop, to fill vacancy, 461(2) 
committee on cooperative or federated ministries, comity, and 

merger, 451(11) 
council on et&iic affairs, 451(10) 
Executive Committee, 451(9) 
Investment Clommittee, 451(4) 
president, vice-president, 460(1) 
secretaiy, 451(5) 
United Ministries for Christ budget committee, 452 

employs, 444(1), 451(2,6-8) 
financial stetemente filed with, 461(13) 
m e r ^ proposals, 591(10:c-d) 
nominating committee for commissions, 451(3) 
officers are amenable to, 451(2) 
organization, 461(1,3) 
powers, 451 
primary duty of members, 451(3) 
report to (jeneral Onference, 451(6) 
rules and regulations, 450(2) 
time of meeting, 461(1,3) 
United Ministnes for (Jhrist, 436(8), 462-453, 484, 491(l:a) 
vacancies, how filled, 451(2) 

Board of Bishops, 690-694 
see Bishops 

Board of Christian education 
conference, 413 

composition, 413(1) 
director of (Jhristian education, 413(1-3X5) 
election, 413(1) 
organization, 413(2-3) 

local, 402(9), 403, 413(7) 
appoint staff or nominate to society, 403(3) 
composition, 402(9), 403(1) 
director of Christian education, 403(1) 
election, 403(2) 
report to official board 402(9), 402.1(i) 
responsibilities, 403(4) 

Board of Control, John Wesley Seminary, 476(2:b) 
Board of directors 

Commission on Missions, 493 
Free Methodist Church, 483(4), 857,1001 
indemnification of, 1001, Article Vm 
Publishing House, 460(2), 464(4) 

Board of education, 470(1) 
Board of evangeUsm 

conference, 414, 480(6) 
general, 480(1) 
local, 402(11) 

Board of Industrial Relations, 460(9) 
Board of Light and Life (Christian schools, conference, 471(l:h:4) 
Board of ministerial education and guidance, conference, 416 
Board of social ministry, 460(8), 463 
Board of stewards, 630-631 
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Board of stewardship and finance, conference, 423 
Board of trustees, 400.1(3), 400.2(19), 401(4-5), 402(1), 402.1(9:n:4X9:0), 

473(6), 474, 850-868 
Board of missions, local, 400.1(3), 400.2(20), 404, 496(3-4) 
Board of world missions, conference, 417 
Boundaries of annual conferences, 427, 433-434, 591(10) 
British Isles — see United Kingdom 
Burial service, 930 
Burundi Jurisdictional Conference, 437 

bishop, 437(4-5)(6:e), 
governing body, 43'7(3) 
powers and duties, 43'7(6) 
purpose, 437(2) 

Bylaws 
Free Methodist Church, 1001 
sugg^ted form, 1020(5) 

Cabinet 
bishop's area, 591(2) 
pastor's, 401(3) 
superintendent's, 411 

Calendar committee, 401(3:f), 402.1(8) 
Canada 

church extension districte, 482(2:b) 
educational institutions, 474(2), 4'76(5) 
Jurisdictional Conference, 436 

bishop, 436(4,7) 
finances, 436(7-8), 476(5) 
governing body, 436(3) 
powers and duties, 436(6), 482(2:b) 
transfer of ministers, 436(6) 

property titles, 856(3) 
(Certificates, credentials, parchmente ' 

annual conference delegates, 1025 
evangeliste, 1021(5) 
GenOTal Conference, 283 
lay members 

certificate of office to be surrendered under penalty, 727 
delegate's credentials, annual conference, 1(J26 
transfer, 366, 1026 

lay ministers, 1021(3-4) 
local deacons, elders, 532(1), 715,1023 
local preachers, 1021(1-2) 
ministerial candidates, 1022, 1024(1) 
ministers in full membership 

certificate of standing (transfer), 416(7), 538(1-2), 1024(2-3) 
forfeiture and surrender, 532(2-3), 716 
location, 1024(4) 
loss of parchmente, 632(4) 
ordination parchmente, 476(l:b:6), 532(1), 591(13) 
restoration of parchments, 716(1), 1023 

recommendations, 1022 
see Licenses 
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Chaplains, 665-567 
ordination as elder accelerated, 661(2) 

Charities — see Social Ministry 
Children 

affirmation of baptismal vows, 903 
Division of ChildiBn's Ministries, 470(8:a:l), 471(1), 496(4) 
instruction of, 510(3), 616(28) 
ritual of baptism of, 901-902 
youth members, 356-356, 400.1(1), 401(2) 

Cauldren's Day, 615(31:b) 
ChUdren's ministries 

director, 400.1(3), 400.2(10), 403(1), 404(1), 430(1) 
division of, 470(8:a:l), 471(1), 496(4) 

Christian conduct. Introduction (D), 167-160, 315-342 
abortion, 331 
alcohol, use of, 158(4), 336.1 
Christian citizenship, 112, 159(1), 340, 332 
civil oaths, 333 
dancing, 334 
discipline of the body, 335 
drugs, misuse of, 158(4), 335.1 
employer and employee, 338 
false worship, 15'?(3), 320 
homosexual oehavior, 342 
human ri^te, 330 
labor relations, 338 
Lord's Day, the 157(2), 322 
marriage and divorce, 169, 341, 630(2), 534(4), 553 
pornography, 336.3 
prescription drugs, 336.1 
public schools, 334 
race relations, 168(2), 330 
sabbath, 157(2), 322 
secret societies, 157(4), 321 
simphdty of life, 168(6), 337 
stewardship, 160(6), 336, 804 
war and peace, 332 

(3iristian education 
adult ministries, 403, 413, 470(8:a:3), 471(3) 
children's ministries, 403, 413, 470(8:a:l), 471(1), 496(4) 
Christian day schools, 4'71(l:h) 
O)mmission on, 470-478 
conference board of, 413 
continuing education, 479 
department of, 463, 470(8:a), 471 
director of, 400.1(3), 400.2(8), 403(1) 
general director of, 444(1), 461(7), 470(9) 
local board of, 402(9-10), 402.1(9:i,t), 403 
non-English speaking requiremente, 478 
representation on official board, 402(1) 
Sunday school promoter, 402(9), 403(1), 413(1,3) 
Sunday schools, 403(1), 413(1,3), 470(8) 
youth ministries, 403(1), 413(1,3), 471(2) 
see Departmente 
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(Christian community. Introduction (A), 121, 350-367 
associate membership, 365 
characteristics of the living church, 121, 360 
Free Methodist fellowships, 362(2) 
full membership, 360-362 
membership care committee, 364(3) 
preparatory membership, 361-352 
reinstatement, 364(1,4) 
transfer of membership, 366-367, 1026 
youth membership, 365-356 

Christian experience. Introduction (D), 114-120, 300-309 
assurance, 118-119, 304 
awakening to God, 115, 301 
consecration, 119, 306 
divine healing, 309 
entire sanctification, 119, 306 
gifte of the Spirit, 308 
growing in Christ, 119, 307 
repentance and restitution, 116, 302 
trust, 303 

Christian fellowship 
see (Christian community 

Christian growth groups, 380, 620-621 
leaders, 380, 400.2(21), 620 

course of reading for, 621 
duties, 380, 620 
election, 380, 400.2(21) 

pastor's responsibUity for, 400.2(21), 515(4,16-16), 620(4) 
Christian life, 300-381 
(Christian worship — see Worship 
(Christian Youth (Crusaders — see ChUdren's ministries 
(Church, the. Introduction (A), 121-126, 375-381, 400 

(Church bmldings and locations 
committee, 859(3-4) 
services, 481(l:b:4) 

(Church calendar committee, 401(3:0, 402.1(8) 
(Church Extension 

conferences, 482.1 
districte, 482 
division of, 481(l:b) 
loan fimd, 483 
pastoral appointmente, 482(2:c,eJ[), 482.1(e) 
sodeties, 482(2:d-f) 

Church growth 
committee on evangelism and, 402(11) 
Department of Evangelism and, 481 

Church planting 
division of, 481(l:c) 
Free Methodist fellowships, 362(2) 

(Church property, 860-869 
abandoned, 858 
architecture, church, 481(l:b:4), 859(1) 
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twlaws, 1001, 1020(6) 
(Canadian, 866(3) 
church buildings and locations 

committee on, 859(3-4) 
services, 481(l:b:4) 

deeds, 680(9), 864(1,3), 855-866 
foreign countries, 496 
fi«e seate. Introduction (B), 227(2), 856(1) 
incorporation and deeds, 400.2(17), 680(9), 854(1,3), 855-858, 

l(f20(4-5) 
mortgage of, 864(3), 867, 1020(1) 
ritual of church dedication, 950 
sale of, 864(3), 867-868, 1020(1) 
title to land aoroad, 496 
trust dause, 856, 1020(3) 
biistees, local, 400.1(3), 400.2(19), 401(4-5), 402(1), 402.1(9:n;4)(9:o), 

850-854 
use by other denominations, 864(3) 

Church trials — see Trials 
Circuite — see Ptistoral charges 
Citations, 729-730 
Citizenship, Christian, Introduction (C), 112, 169(1), 340, 332 
CivU oaths, 333 
Claimante — see (Conference Claimante' Plan 
(Classes and class meetings, 

see (Christian growth groups 
(Comity, committee on, 461(11) 
Commission, Administrative — see Administrative Commission 
(Commission on (Christian Education, 470-479 

amenable to Board of Administration, 470(1) 
composition and organization, 461(3), 470(1), 474(l:a:6) 
continuing education, 479 
departmente 

Chriatian Education, 470(8:a), 471 
H i ^ e r Education and the Miiiistry, 470(8:b), 472-477.6 

non-Englidi speaking requiremente, 478 
see Christian education, Higher education, and Ministerial education 

and guidance 
Commission on Evangelism, 480-486 

amenable to Boara of Administration, 480(1) 
church extension 

conferences, 482.1 
division of, 481(l:b) 
loan fimd, 483 

church planting, division of, 481(l:c) 
composition and organization, 451(3), 480 
dq>artment of evangelism and church growth, 481 
evangelism, division of, 481(l:a) 
finance, 480(4), 483, 484 
general director, 480(6) 
Light and Life Men International, 486 
olnectives, 480(2) 
iui>an, ethnic and sodal ministries, division of, 481(l:d) 
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Commission on Missions, 490-499 
amenable to Board of Administration, 49(X1), 491(9) 
area administrative assistante, 49(K1)> 491(7) 
composition and organization, 451(3), 49(Kl-3) 
conferences, mission and provisional, 491(4) 
conferences, ftiU, 491(6) 
director of world missions, 494 
directors, board of, 493 
finance, 491(1) 
General or jurisdictional conference, 491(6) 
General Missionary Board, 490(1), 492 
Light and Life Men International, 49(X1) 
missionaries' relationship to home conferences, 499 
missions and conferences, 498 
objectives and responsibUities, 49(K5) 
personnel, 491(2), 494 
powers and duties, 491 
responsibUities of pastors, 496(1-4), 616(32) 
title to land in foreign countries, 496 
Women's Missionary Fellowship International, 49(K1), 497 

Commissions, 402(10), 451(3,13), 460-499 
Committees 

administrative, conference, 412 
appeals, 702(5-6), 710-712, 726, 741 
budget or finance, sodety, 402(3,6), 802(1-2) 
church buUdings and locations, 869(3-4) 
cooperative or federated ministries, comity, and merger, 451(11) 
debt, to investigate complaint of, 743 
executive committee. Board of Administration, 461(9) 
investment committee, 451(4), 476(1), 483(2) 
membership care, 341(4:f-g), 364(3), 401(3:9), 402(5), 721 
merger, 451(11) 
ministerial appointments committee, 401(7), 419-22, 482(2:c,e), 

482.1(2:e), 680(8) 
ministerial relations, 426 
nominating, 400.2(22), 401(8), 413(3-6) 
nomination of commission members, 461(3) 
sodal issues and ministries, 402.1(7), 418, 463(8) 
ti^al, 400.2(16), 702(5-6), 706-708, 710, 712, 716(2-3), 719.1, 723-724, 

7'26, 730 
United Ministries for'Christ budget, 452-453 

(Communion — see Lord's Supper 
Conference boundaries, 427, 433-434, 591(10) 
Conference Claimante' Plan, 409(9), 461-461.1 
Conference lay evangeliste, 415(2) 
(Conference superintendent — see Superintendent 
(Conference year end, 424 
Conferences 

annual, 406-428, 433-434 
see Annual conference 

district,430-431 
see District conference 

extension, 482.1 
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General, 200-263, 280-289, 440-448 
see (jeneral Conference 

jurisdictional, 262, 435-437 
mission, 491(4) 
mission origin, 433(36-52), 441, 491(4-6), 498 
provisional, 491(4), 498, 691(10:e) 

Connectional nature and mission of Free Methodist Church, 400' 
(Consdentious olgectors, 332, 409(2:h), 446 
Constitutional CouncU, 202, 226, 251, 253 
(Constitution, Free Methodist (Church, 100-160, 200-253 
Constructions of law, 263(5), 409(2:e), 460(5), 691(11) 
Continuing education, 416(4), 479 
(Cooperative or federated ministries, committee on, 461(11) 
(Coundl on Ethnic Affairs, 461(10), 478 
(Counseling, marriage, pre-marital, 341(3), 470(7), 510(3) 
(Courses of study, 477-477.4, 621 

(Christian growth group (class) leaders, 621 
deacons, 477.3 
elders, 477.4 
itinerant credit, 477.6 
lay ministers, 600.1(2), 601 
local preachers, 477.1, 520(6) 
ministerial candidates, 477.2 
ministers firom other denominations, 534(l:e) 

(Court of Appeals, 460(4-5), 711 
Covenant of membership, 164-160, 515(20)(31:e) 
(Creation, 101-102, 105, 334 
Credentials — see (Certificates, eto. 
(Crusade teams, 610 
Dancing, 334 
Deacons, local, 421, 422, 605 
Deacons, traveling, 477.3, 531, 550 

credentials, 532(1), 715 
duties of, 560(2) 
eldership, eligibility for, 561(1,2) 
ordmation, 532(1), 660(1), 941 
qualifications, 477.3, b5W.) 
reception, 531 
see Ministers 

Debte, dispute over payment of, 615(26), 740-744 
Dedication of churches, ritual for, 950 
Dedication of infante, 901.2 
Deeds and tities, 495, 680(9), 864(1,3), 855-868 
Delegates 

absentees not members, 406 
annual conference, 277, 406 

credentials, 406, 1025 

election, 277, 401(2), 401.1(5) 
member of offidal board, 402(1) 

(jeneral (Conference 
credentials, 283, 440(2) 
election, 281(2-3), 282(2-3), 440 
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equal representation of laity and dergy. Introduction (B), 282(1), 
440 

lay delegates, 282, 440 
members of stmenntendenfs cabinet,.411(2) 
ministerial delegates, 281, 440 
mission origin conference delegates, 441 

Denominational executives 
amenabiUty to Board of Administration, 451(2,6-7) 
employment, 444(1), 461(6-7), 464(6), 470(8), 480(6), 494(1) 
finandal reporte, 451(i2) 
not members of Board of Administration, 460(1) 
retirement, 461(7:c) 
salaries 46(X7) 
supervised by administrator, 464(5), 470(8), 480(6), 494(3) 
vacandes, how fiUed, 451(2) 

Denominational magazine, 
see Light and L^e magazine 

Departmente 
budgete, 463(9) 
Christian Education, 463(9), 470(8:a), 471 

division of adult ministries, 470(8:a:3), 471(3) 
division of chUdren's ministries, 470(8:a:l), 471(1) 
division of youth ministries, 470(8:a:2), 471(2) 
general director, 444(1), 451(7), 470(9) 

EvangeUsm and Church Growth, 463(9), 481 
church extension, 481(l:b), 482-483 
church planting, 481(l:c) 
evangelism, 481(l:a) 
extension conferences, 482.1 
finance, 453(9), 483, 484 
general director, 444(1), 461(7), 480(6) 
urban, ethnic, and sodal ministries, 481(l:d) 

Finance, 453(9) 
director of, 444(1), 461(6:bX7:b), 452(2), 470(5), 483(5), 490(3) 

Higher Education and the Ministry, 453(9), 470(8:b), 472-477.5 
division rf educational institutions, 470<8:b:l), 472-475 
division of ministerial education and guidance, 470(8:b:2), 476-

477.5 
general secretary, 444(1), 451(7), 470(9) 

Publishing House, 464 
executive, 444(1), 461(7), 464(6) 

Social Ministry, 463 
World Missions, 463(2,9), 491(7), 496(2-3) 

general director, 444(1), 451(:7), 491(7), 494, 498 
Directors 

adult ministries, 400.1(3), 400.2(12), 403(1), 413(1,3), 430(6:c), 
430.1(17) 

chUdren's ministries, 400.1(3), 400.2(10), 403(1), 404(1), 413(1,3), 
430(l,6:c), 430.1(17) 

(Christian education, 400.1(3), 400.2(8), 403(1), 404(1), 413(1,3), 
430(6:c), 430.1(17), 444(1), 451(7), 470(9) 

evangelism and church growth, general, 444(1), 461(7), 480(6) 
finance, 444(1), 451(6:b)(7:b), 452(2), 470(5), 483(5), 490(3) 
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Free Methodist (Church of North America, 1001 
indemnification of, 1001, Article VDI 
Penny-a-Day, 400.1(3), 400.2(15), 404(1), 409(8), 496(2,4) 
world missions, 444(1), 451(7), 491(7), 494, 498 
youth ministries, 4()0.1(3), 400.21:11), 403(1), 404(1), 413(1,3), 

430(l)(6:c), 430.1(17) 
Disagreemente — see Insolvendes, and Debte, dispute over 
Discipline of ministers, 719.1 
DisdpUne of the body, 335 
DiscipUne, Book of, of the Free Methodist Church 

members to submit to, 161(2), 360, 362(1) 
superintendente to enforce, 680(2) 

District conference, 430-431 
dtation of, 729 
composition, 276, 430(1), 571 
duties, 430(5,6), 430.1 
judicial powers 

appoint arbitera, 741 
appoint trial committee, 724 
try appeals, 430(6:b), 726, 743 

officers. 430(3-4) 
order of business, 430.1 
right of petition, 447 
superintendente, district conference membership, 682 

District superintendent — see Superintendent 
Divine healing, 309 
Division of the house, 289, 408 
Divorce, restrictions on, 159(3), 341, 530(2), 634(4), 553 

see Marriage and divorce 
Doctrine, 100-131, 300-309 

Artides of ReUgion, 100-131 
school instruction to agree, 474(l:a:4) 

Dress, adornment — see Simplidty of life 
Drugs, misuse of, 158(4), 33^1, 473(6) 
Education 

board of, 470(1) 
fimds, 476 
see (Christian education, and Higher education 

Educational institutions 4'r2-474 
appeals, 473(7) 
athletic program, 473(4) 
Canadian, 474(2), 475(5) 
ethnic, 481(l:d) 

Elders, local, 421-422, 605 
Elders, traveling, 477.4, 651 

course of study, 477.4 
duties and powers, 561(3) 
qualifications, 477.4, 661(1) 
ntual of ordination, 940 
see Ministers 

Elementary and preschools, 471(l:h) 
Employer and employee, 338 
Endowment fimd, 475(1) 
Entire sanctification. Introduction, 119, 166, 306 

123 



INDEX 

EquaUty, Introduction (D), 112, 158(2), 330, 338 
Ethnic Affairs, (CouncU on, 461(10), 478 
Ethnic ministries, urban and, 461(10), 481(l:d), 482(2:a:2), 654, 603 
Evangelism 

board of, 402(11), 414, 480(1), 481(1) 
pastora responsibUi^ for, 615(17X31:h) 
see (Commission on Evangelism 

Evangelism and (Church Growth, 481 
see Departmente 

EvangeUste, 416, 480(1,4), 481(1), 660 
amenabUity, 416, 560(:2) 
assodation of, 480(1,6), 481(1) 
lay evangelists, 416(2) 
restrictions, 515(27), 56CK3) 
righte and privUeges, 415 
supervision, 481(l:a:3) 
support, 803 

Examination of 
lay ministers, 600.1(3) 
local preachers, 520 
ministerial candidates, 630 

Executive committee, Board of Administration, 451(9) 
Expulsion from membership, 163, 166 

appeal from, 152(3), 711-712, 726 
conduct leading to, 155, 702(1), 704, 721, 730(1), 741-744 
credentials to be surrendered, 632(3), 716, 727 
privileges denied, 702(11), 727 
restoration of membership and credentials, 716(1-2), 728, 1023 
see Aiq>eals, Penalties, Trials 

Extension conferences, 482.1 
False worship, 320 
Fasting, 157(5), 407, 430(2), 442, 481(l:a:4), 601(2), 615(31:f) . 
Federated ministries, 451(11) 
FeUowships, Free Methodist, 362(2) 
Finance 

committee, 402(3,6-7), 802 
director of, 444(1), 451(6:b)(7:b), 462(2), 470(5), 483(5), 490(3) 
see Stewardship, and United Ministries for (Chiist 

Finandal reporte, 402(3), 409(6), 461(8,12-13), 452(l:e) 
Financial secretaiy, 402(3) 
Foreign missions 

(Commission on Missions, 490-499 
Women's Missionary FeUowship International, 497 

Forms, 1020-1026 
Free Methodist (Church 

AFticlcS of 
incorporation, 1000-1001 
organization and government, 276-289 
religion, 100-131 

bylaws, 1001 
constitution. 100-160. 200-263 
covenant of membership, 164-160 
doctrine and standards. Introduction, 101-160, 300-342 
history. Introduction (B) 
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membership and covenant, 160-160, 360-367 
organization, 200-289, 400-499 
pnndples of Free Methodism, Introduction (D) 
purpose and character, Introduction 

world Free Methodism, Introduction (B), 204, 260-263 
Free Methodist FeUowships. 362(2) 
Free Methodist Publishing House, 464 

boaid of directors of, &0(2), 464(4) 
Free Methodist Youth 

. representation on 
board of evangeUsm, 414(2) 
board of missions, local, 404 
missions board, conference, 417 
offidal board, 402(1) 

see Youth ministries 
Free seate, 227(2), 866(1) 

see Intixxluction 
FuU membera, adult 

covenant, 164-160 
how received, 366, 360-362 
questions, 360 
requirements, 161 
restoration of membership, 364(1,4), 728 
righto, 152, 726 
termination, 163, 364(1,4), 702, 721 
transfer, 366-367, 1026(1-3) 
trials, 721-728 

Fund-raising, Introduction (D), 804 
See Stewardship 

Funds 
Canadian educational, 475(6) 
chureh extension loan, 483 
conference claimante, 461 
education, 475 
endowment, 472(13), 476(1) 
graduate ministerial student scholarship, 476(4) 
raising of, 804 
scholara, 476(2) 
student aid, 472(13) 
student scholarship, 472(13), 476(3) 
United Ministries for Christ, 452-453 

Funeral service, 930 
Gambling, 158(5), 336.1 -
Cieneral Board of Evangelism, 48(K1) 
Cieneral church secretary, 451(6) 
(jeneral church treasurer 

duties of, 451(7:b), 452(2), 470(6), 483(5), 490(3) 
employment, 444(1), 461(6:b) 

Cieneral Conference, 200-253, 280-289, 440-448 
administrative districte, 444(2), 448 
arrangemente for, 46(X6) 
composition, 200, 280-282, 440-441 
constitution, 251 
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delegates, 280-282, 440-441 
credentials, 283 
election of, 281, 282, 440 
superintendents cabinet, 411(2) 

interrelations, 260-253 
jurisdictional conferences, 252, 435-437 
new general conferences, 201, 260, 491(6), 591(10:a) 
nomination of Board of Administration members, 287, 444(2) 
officers, 285-286, 691(11) 
powera and restrictions 

electe bishops, 286, 444(1), 690(1) 
electe Board of Administration, 287, 444(2) 
heara appeals and petitions, 447, 591(11), 711-712 
makes laws for the church, 286, 446 
restrictive rules, 226-228 

presiding officers, 286, 591(11) 
provisional general conferences, 436 
quorum, 288 
resolutions, petitions, proteste, 447 
right of petition to, 447 
secretaiy, 284(2), 446, 461(5) 
sessions, 284 
voting, 289 

Gieneral conferences, natiraial, 491(6)' ' 
General directors 

Christian education, 444(1), 451(7), 470(9) 
evangelism and church growth, 444(1), 461(7), 480(6) 
world missions, 444(1), 451(7), 491(7), 494, 498 

General Missionary Board, 490(1), 492 
Cteneral officera — see Denominational executives 
General rules — see Covenant 
General secretary of higher education and the ministry, 444(1), 461(7), 

470(9) 
Gifte of the Spirit, 308 
Good works, 113 
Government and organization. Free Methodist Church, 200-289, 400-499 
Grante and loans, 481(l:b:3), 483, 491(1) 
Headquarters administrator, 461(6:a,7:b) 

duties of, 461(7:b), 452(l:cX2), 464(5), 470(9), 480(6), 494(3) 
Healing, divine, 309 
H i ^ e r education 

Aldersgate feUowships, 362(2), 472(9), 474(l:b:l:eXl:d) 
annualconference boards, assistance to,472(11) 
appeals, 473(7) 
Association of Free Methodist Educational Institutions, 

474(l:a:6)(l:b:3)(l:c-d) 
boards of trustees, 473(6), 474(l:a:l) 
Canadian educational institutions, 474(2), 475(6) 
coUeges and secondary sdiools, 474(1) 
cooperating Institutions, 474(l:b) 
dencHninational institutions, 474(l:a) 
dq)artment of, 463(9), 470(8:b), 472-477.6 
educational foundations, 474(i:c) 
educational fiinds, 475 
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general secretary of, 441(1), 451(7), 470(9) 
guiding principles, 473 
John Wesley Seminary, 470(8:b), 476(1,2) 
light and Lofe (Christian schools, 471(l:h) 
organization and administration, 474 
powers and responsibiUties, 472 
scholarship fimd, 475 

History, Free Metiiodist (Church, Introduction 
Holiness — see Entire sanctification 
Homosexual behavior, 342 
Human righte, 330 
Human scsuafity, biblical view of, 470(7), 472(18) 
Incorporation and deeds — see (Churdi property 
Incorporation, Free Methodist Churdi M hforth America, 1000 
Incorporation, sugg^ted form for articles of, 102(X4) 
Indemnification of directors and officers, 1001, Article VHI 
Industrial relations, 338, 460(9), 515(26) 
Infant baptism, 356(2) footnote to, 360, 901.1 
Infant dedication, 901.2 
Insolvendes and disputes, 515(26), 740-744 
Institutions 

(Canadian educational, 474(2), 475(5) 
Christian elementary and preschools, 471(l:h) 
educational, 472-474, 481(i:d) 
Publishing House, 464 
seminary, 470(8:b:2:b), 476(2) 
sodal ministry, 463 

Instrumental music, 378 
Investment Committee, 451(4), 476(1), 483(2) 
Itineracy to be maintained, 227(2) 
Itinerant credit, 476(l:b:4), 477.5 
John Wesley Seminary, 470(8:b), 476(1,2) 
Judidal administration, 700-744 

see Appeals, AppeUate court. Expulsions, Insolvendes and disputes. 
Penalties, Trials, and Triers of appeals 

Jurisdictional conference, 252, 435-437 
Burundi, 437 
Canadian, 436 

Labor relations, 338, 516(26) 
see Secret sodeties 

Language of worship, 122, 308 
Last things, 126-130 
Law 

Administrative Commission deddes questions of law, 460(5) 
bishops' rulings, 409 (2:e), 691(11) 
constructions of, 253(6), 460(5), 591(11) 
law making body. General Conference, 286, 446 
moral law binding on (Christians, 109 
see Judicial administration 

Lay delegate 
annual conference, 277, 401(2-3), 406, 1025 

official board membership, 402(1) 
pastor's cabinet membersmp, 40i(3) 

Cieneral Conference, 280, 282, 440 
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Lay evangeliste, 416(2) 
Lay helpers, 600-631 

Christian growth group (class) leadera, 620 
crusade teams, 610 
Ucensed lay ministers, 600-608,1021(3-4) 
stewards, 630-631 

Laymen 
equal representation with ministers, 227(2), 277, 282, 289, 408, 440, 

444(2), 461(9) 
trial of, 721-728, 742 
see Delegates, and Membership (lay) 

Lay ministora, 402(12:b), 600-608 
amenabiUty, 601, 608, 720(1) 
course of study, 600.1(2), 601-602 
employment, 600, 608 
examination, 600.1(3) 
Ucenses, 402(12:b), 402.1(9:g), 600.1, 601, 1021(3-4) 
memberahip 

district conference, 43(X1) 
official board, 402(1) 
sodety, 607 

privUwes, 600.1(4), 608 
trial, •ra) 

Legislative body, 286, 446 
Licensed lay ministera, 402(12:b), 600-608 

B A A l & v TniTii irtAT^i 

Licensed local preachera, 402(12:a), 477.1, 620-22, 606 
see local preachera 

Licenses, 477.1, 520, 600.1, 601,1021 

Light and LUe magazine, 428(26), 430.1(16), 615(29) 
L^ht and Life Christian schools, 471(l:h) 
L i ^ t and Life Men, Intematicmal 

auxUiary to general Board of Evangelism, 486 
finandal statement 451(13) 
representation on 

Commiiwion on Evangelism, 48(K1) 
(Commission on Missions, 49(K1) 
conference boards, 414(2), 417 
district conference, 430(1) 
local board of missions, 404(1), 496(4) 

Literature 
evangelistic, 481(l:a:l) 
Pubhdiing House, 464 
Sunday sdiool, 430.1(16), 615(29) 
see Light and Life magazine 

Loans, grante and, 481(l!b:3), 483, 491(1) 
Local deacon, elder, 421-422, 532(1), 606, 716,1023 
Local preachera 

amenabiUty, 402(12:a:4), 620, 719(1) 
credentials, 402(12:a), 620, 1021(1-2) 
duties, 515(30), 622 
examination cf, 520 
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Ucenses, 364(1), 402(12:a), 402.1(e-f), 477.1, 620 
membership in local church, 520(6) 
qualifications, 477.1 

Location of ministers, 420-422, 428(9), 536(1-2), 1024(4) 
Lord's Day, 157(2), 322 
Lord's Supper 

administration of, 910-911 
at least quarterly, 615(7) 
deacons, 660(2) 
elders, 561(3) 
pastora, 615(7) footnote, 522, 608 
stewards, 631(2) 

artide of religion on, 125 
duty to receive, 167(6), 531(l:f) 
pastor's duty in relation to, 515(6-7) 
ritual for, 911 

Love feaste, 379, 615(6) 
Marriage and divorce, 169, 341, 653 

counseUng, 341(3), 470(7), 610(3) 
grounds for divorce, 341(4:d) 
marital crisis, 341(4:a-d) 
marriage, 341(1-3,6) 

ritual for, 920 
who may perform ceremony, 622, 550(2), 561(3), 608 

remarriage of divorced persons, 169(3), 341(4:f-g,5) 
of mimsters, 530(2), 634(4), 663 

see Divorce, restrictions on 
Matrimony, solemnization of (ritual), 920 
Meetings 

annual, 401-401.1 
(Christian growth group (class), 380, 620 
district, 430(2), 430.1, 680(6) 
offidal board, 402-402.1, 680(3-4) 
sodefy, 400.1-400.2 
supenntendents', 58(X3-4) 

Membership, conference, 631-636 
see Annual conference, membership 

Membership, lay, 160-160, 350-367 
admission te local sodeties, 351-363, 367 
assodate membership, 365 
Boo* of Discipline, to submit to, 151(2), 360, 362(1) 
care committee, 341(4:f-g), 364(3), 401(3:g), 402(5), 721 
covenant of, 164-160, 360(2), 516(20)(31:e) 
divorced persons, 341(4) 
Free Methodist feUovrships, 362(2) 
full membership, 360-362 
inactive membership list, 364(4) 
list, 616(10:b) 
new sodeties, 362 
official board responsibUities, 402.1(9:b,t) 
preparatory membership, 351-362, 401(2) 
qu^tions for membership, 361, 366, 360 

see Covenant 
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reception by transfer, 367 
relocation, 481(l:b:5), 515(25) 
report of distant members, 364(2) 
requiremente of fiUl members, 161, 154-160, 360 
restoration of (reinstatement), 155, 364(1,4), 728 
right of appeal, 726 
right ^petition to (jeneral (Conference, 447 
righte of fiiU membera, 162 
statistical report of membership, 366, 428(19), 615(9) 
termination of membership, lS3, 364(1,4), 702, 721 
training course, 351(2), 355(3), 360(3), 610(3), 616(28) 
transfer, 366-367,1026 
withdrawal, 153, 364(1,4) 
youth membership, 355-366, 366(6), 400.1(1), 401(2) 
see Enmlsion fixim membership 

Memorials — see Resolutions, petitions, ete. 
Merger 

committee on, 461(11) 
of conferences, 691(l():c,d) 

Militarism and war, 332 
see Consdentious olgectore 

Ministerial appointmente committee, 419-422 
mpointe ministera, 419(2) 
church extension districte, 482(2:e) 
conmosition of, 419(1), 691(7) 
evaluations of church and peistor, 401(7) 
fixes membership 

district conference, of superintendent, 582 
upon location, 422 

interim appointmente, 419(2), 68(X8) 
may leave minister without appointment, 420 
recommends for leave of absence, 421 
serve on board of ministerial education and guidance, 416 
vote by sodety, 419(2) 

Ministerial candidates 
amenabiUty, 477.2(8-10), 716(1) 
certificates, 532, 1022, 1024(1) 
divorce, 530(2) 
limitations 

limit on time to complete course of study, 530(4) 
not eligible 

delegate to annual conference, 401(2) 
ministerial appointmente committee, 419(1) 
vote in annual conference, 406 

memberahip in local society, 477.2(9) 
qualifications, 477.2, 530(1) 
reception as, 477.2, 530 
trial of, 716 

Ministerial education and guidance 
board of, 416, 477.1-47'7:5, 630, 533(4), 581(l:b), 603, 606 
division of, 476-477.5 
examination of 

local preachera, 402(12:a), 477.1, 520 
ministerial candidates, 477.2, 63(K3) 
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itinerant credit, 477.6 
John Wesley Seminary, 470(8:b), 476(1,2) 
local deacons, elders, 606 
training of ordained ministera, 477-477.4 

Ministera 
advice to, 510 
annual conference relationship, 277, 406, 630-636 

reception as ministerial candidates, 428(3), 477.2, 630 
see Ministerial candidates 

reception into fuU membership, 428(6), 531 
reception from other denominations, 634 

appointmente 
evangeliste, 415 
intenm, 419(2), 580(8) 
leave of absence, 421, 428(10) 
leave without appointment, 420 
location, 420-422, 428(9), 535(2), 1024(4) 
pastora, 419(2-4), 580(8) 
retired ministera, 428(11), 570-671 

Canadians, 436(6) 
chaplains, 651(2), 565-567 
character of, 416(8), 428(17), 600-610 
continuing education, 416(4), 479 
courses of study, 477-477.4 
deacons, 477.3, 660, 552 

see Deacons (main entry) 
disdpUne of, summary, 719.1 
district conference relationship, 430(1), 571 
divorced ministera, 530(2), 534(4), 563 
eldera, 477.4, 551-552 

see Eldera (main entry) 
evangeliste, use of, 416, 515(27), 560 
leave of absence, 421 
ministerial candidates, 477.2, 530 
ministerial relations committee, 426 
ordination, 477.3-477.4, 660-551, 940-941 
pastoral duties, 355(3), 477.1(5), 496(1), 601, 510, 616-516, 520(4) 

see Pastora 
pension plan, 461.7 
personal life, 601 
reception firom other denominations, 634 
refiising appointment, 419(4), 552, 706 
rental of parsonage, 8i02(4) 
responsibUities, 515-616 
restOTation, 421, 536(4), 716 
retired ministera, 406, 461-461.7, 570-571 
stops to ordination, 477-477.6, 520, 630 
superintendente, 410, 680-683 
support, 802, 804 
suspension, 419(5), 704, 706-707 
termination of memberahip, 420-422, 535, 704, 715 

withdrawal under charges, 532(3), 635(4), 716(2) 
transfer of memberahip, 416(7), 428(12,14), 436(6), 533, 580(13), 

591(8) 
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trial of, 426, 691(9), 704-714, 730 
appeal to Gieneral Conference, 711-712 

see Ministry, Evangeliste, and Pastora 
Ministry, the, 500-594 

administrative offices 
bishops, 690-594 
pastora, 615-516 
superintendentei 580-583 

advice to the minister, 610 
annual conference relationship, 630-536 
chaplains, 661(2), 666-667 
divorce and remarriage, 630(2), 634(4), 563 
examination of local preachera, 520 
ordained ordera 

deacons, 560, 652 
eldera, 551, 562 

personal life, 501 
see Pastora, and Ministera 

Minorities, 330, 603 
see EquaUty 

Minutes 
annual conference, 409(2) 
aimual meeting, 401(l:a), 401.1(11) 
district conference, 430(4), 430.1(21) 
Cieneral (Conference, 445, 451(5) 
official board, 402(3), 402.1(4,10) 
sodety, 400.1(2), 400.2(24) 

Mission, (Connectional nature and, of Free Methodist Church, 400 
Missionaries 

executive and office personnel, 491(7) 
fiirlough, leave of absence, 491(2:d), 494(7:b:2-4) 
honorary conference memberahip, 499 
ordination <rf, 491(2:c)(4:b), 494(5), 660(1), 651(1) 
recommendation by, 494(7:a) 
suhrject to (Commission on Missions, 491(2) 
term of service, 494(7:b:l) 
see (Commission on Missions 

Missionary board, 490(1), 492 
Missionary meetings, 496 
Missionary FeUowship International, Women's — see Women's Mission

ary FeUowship International 
Missions 

conference board, 417 
coordinator, 400.1(3), 400.2(14), 404(13). 417, 496(3-4) 
local board, 400.1(3), 400.2(20), 496(4), 515(32) 
promotion by pastora, 516(32) 
see Commission on Missions 

Music, 378 
Needs of persons. Introduction (C), 111-112 
New churches, 414, 481(l:b:lXl:c), 482(1) 
New conferences, 491(3:cX4-6), 691(10:b) 
New general conferences, 201, 260, 491(6), 691(10:a) 
New sodeties, 362, 414, 427, 482(l)(2:d) 
Nominating committee, 400.2(22), 401(8), 413(3-6), 451(3), 581(l:b) 
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Offidal board 
board of Christian education, 402(9-10), 402.1(9:i,t), 403 
board of evangeUsm and church growth, 402(11) 
board of missions, 404 
call sodety meeting, 400.1(4) 
commissions, 402(10) 
duties and powera, 402(3-11), 402.1, 802(4) 
finance committee, 402(3,6), 802(1-2) 
lay ministora 

Ucenses granted and renewed, 402(12:b), 402.1(9:g), 600.1 
recommendations, 402(12:b), 600.1(3) 

local preachera 
examination and approval, 402(12:a:2), 477.1(3) 
Ucenses granted and renewed, 402(12:a), 402.1(9:d-e), 477.1(6), 520 
recommendations, 402(12:a), 402.1(9:d), 477.1 

membera of district conference, 43(X1) 
memberahip and organization, 402(1-3,10), 62(K6) 
memberahip care committee, 401(3:g), 402(6), 721 
order of business, 402.1 
special sessions, 580(3-4) 

Offidal bodies, 400-499 
Order of business 

annual conference, 428 
tmnual meeting, 401.1 
district conference, 430.1 
official board, 402.1 
sodety meeting, 400.2 

Order of public worahip, 377 
see Worship 

Ordination 
accelerated, 560(1), 661(1-2) 
credentials, 532, 691(13) 
duplicate certificates, 476(l:b:5), 632(1,4), 591(13) 
ethnic ministries, 664(1) 
foreign fields, 490(4:b), 494(5), 660(1), 661(1) 
itinerant credit, 476(l:b:4), 477.5 
missionaries, 491(2:c) 
ritual, 940-941 
steps to, 477-477.5, 520, 530 
traveUng deacons, 477.3, 550(1), 591(13) 
traveling eldera, 477.4, 561(1-2), 591(13) 

Organization and government. Free Methodist Church, 200-289, 400-499 
Overseas loan fimd, 491(l:e) 
Parchmente — see (Certificates, ete. 
ParUamentary procedure 

del^ates, seated, 406, 440(2) 
see Roberts Rules of Order 

Parsonage rental, 802(4) 
Pastoralcharges, 276 

annual meeting, 401, 401.1 
appointmente to, 419, 680(8), 591(7) 
divided, 580(10) 
official board responsible for, 402(4), 419(3) 
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representation in annual conference, 277, 401(2), 406 
superintendent's administration, 419(3), 58()(1) 
superintendent's services, 580(3-4) 
see Sodeties 

Pastora, 515-516 
administer Lord's Supper, 615(7) footnote, 522 
advice to, 510 
appointment of, 416(6), 419, 482(2:c,e,f), 482.1(2:c,e), 580(8), 591(7) 
evaluation of, 401(7), 419(2) 
responsibilities of, 400.1(2), 401(l:a)(3,6,8), 402(2,5-6,12), 404(1), 

416(4), 463(6), 496, 501, 510, 515-516 
caU annual meeting, 401(6) 
continuing education, 416(4) 
counsel local preachera, 477.1(6), 520(4) 
ex ofBdo member aU committees, 402(2:b) 
memberahip dasses, 510(3), 515(28) 
missionary emphasis, 496(1), 515(32) 
nominate 

(Christian growth group (class) leadera, 400.2(21) 
director of (Christian education, 400.2(8) 
pastor's cabinet, 401(3), 401.1(7) 

observe spedal days, 616(31) 
organize crusade teams, 61()(1) 
.preside 

business meetings, 400.1(2), 401(l:a), 402(2) 
trial of membera, 726 

receive offerings 
missions, 496(1) 
sodal ministry, 463(6-7) 

recommend arbitera, 740 
recommend lay ministera, 402(12:b) 
recommend local preadiera, 402(12:a) 
report incomes, 409(6) 
report membership, 615(9) 

support, 402(6), 402.1(9-0:2), 802, 804 
use licensed lay ministera, 600 
vote on pastor's return, 419(2) 
vote, when ineligible to, 400.1(2), 401(l:a) 
see Courses of study, Ministera, and Ministry 

Pastor's cabinet, 401(3), 402(12), 477.1(5), 520(4) 
Penalties, 719.1(4) 

denial of sacramente, 702(11) 
expulsion, 702(1,11), 704, 706, 709, 716, 716(2), 721, 741-744 
forfeiture of credentials, 632(3), 716, 727 
location, 709 
probation (lay), 721(3), 728(1) 
reproof and censure, 704, 709, 716(2), 721 
restrictions of fimction, 702(9), 704, 727 
suspension 

official bodies, 729 
persons, 702(9), 704, 706-707, 709, 716, 721, 730(2) 

termination of membershm (lay), 721 
vacation of offices (lay), 727 
withdrawal under complaint, 532(3), 535(4), 716 

134 



INDEX 

Penny-a-Day director, 400.1(3), 400.2(15), 404(1), 409(8), 496(2,4) 
Pension plan, 461.7 

conference agent, 409(7) 
Petition to Gieneral (Conference, right of, 447 
Political activities —see (Citizenship 
Pornography, 336.3 
Prayera, 167(6), 160(5), 307, 355(4), 360(6), 377, 379, 380, 407, 440 (in-

tawiuctory note), 442, 481(l:a:4), 601(2), 510(2), 515(31:0 
see Fasting 

Preaching, advice on, 510(1) 
Pre-marital counseUng, 341(3), 470(7), 510(3) 
Prindples of Free Methodism, Introduction 
Promoter, Sunday school, 402(9), 403(1), 413(1,3) 
Property — see (Church property 
Provisional conferences, 406, 490(4), 691(10:e) 
Provisional general conferences, 435 
Public schools, 337 
Public worahip — see Worahip 
PubUshing House, 460(2), 462.1, 464 

executive, 444(1), 461(7), 464(6) 
Purpose and (Character of Free Methodist Church, Introduction, 400 
Qu^tions 

conference fiUI membership, 631 
lay memberahip 

fiUl, 360 
youth, 356 
preparatory, 361 

lay ministera, 600.1(3) 
local preachera, 520(3) 
ministerial candidates, 530(3) 

Quorum, General Conference, 288 
Race relations. Introduction (D), 112, 168(2), 330 
Radal minorities, 481(l:d) 
Reception of membera, lay, 360-362, 367 

reinstatement, 166, 364(1,4), 728 
Referendum, 226-227, 446 
Reporte 

Board of Administration to (jeneral (Conference, 451(5) 
finandal, 402(3), 409(6), 461(12,13) 
state of worii, by bishops, 692 

Resolutions, petitions, ete., 447 
Restoration of memberahip, 156, 364(1,4), 728 
Restrictive rules, 226-228 
Retirement 

bishops, 693, 694 
denominational executives, 451(7:c) 
ministera, 461-461.1, 570-571 
pension plan, 461.7 

Revival meetings, 516(31:h) 
see EvangeUste 

Ri^te 
appeal, 228, 473(7), 726 
church extension sodeties, 482(2:d) 
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evangeliste, 416 
fiiU membera, 162 
human, 112,158(2), 330 
petition to (jeneral Conference, 447 
to Ufe, 331 
trial and appeal, 228, 702(2), 726 
voting, 162, 340 

Rituals, 381, 900-960 
baptism, 900-904 
burial, 930 
dedication of churdies, 950 
dedication of infante, 901.2 
Lord's Supper, 910-911 
matrimony, solemnization of, 920 
ordination, 940-941 

Robert's Rules i^ Order, 400.1(5), 401(9), 402(13), 408, 431, 446, 450(2) 
Rules — see Covenant, 446 
Sacramente, 123-125, 381 

baptism, 124, 900-904 
Lord's Supper, 125, 910-911 

Salaries, 46^7), 800 
Salvation, 114-120, 300-309 
Sanctification — see Entire sanctification 
Scholarship fimds, 475 
Schools — see Higher education 
Scriptures, The, 108-110, 157(6) 
Secret sodeties, Introduction (D), 167(4), 321, 515(26) 

see Labor relations 

annual conference, 283, 409(2) 
annual meeting, 401(l:a) 
Board of Administration, 450(1), 451(5) 
claimante, conference, 4()9(9) 
district conference, 430(4), 430.1(1,4) 
financial, 402(3) 
Gieneral Conference, 284(2), 445, 450(1), 451(5) 
h i ^ e r education and the ministiy, general, 444(1), 461(7), 47(X9) 
offidal board, 400.1(2), 401(l:a), 402(3), 402.1(2) 
sodety meeting, 400.1(2), 400.2(3) 
stewardship, 409(6) 

Seminary, John Wesley, 470(8:b), 476(1,2) 
Senior dtizens, 403(3) 
Senior teen representation, 402(1,10) 
Sermons, special 

advice re preaching, 61(K1) 
charity, 463(6), 5lS(31:c) 
evU speaking, 616(31:d) 

SexuaUty, biblical view of, 470(7), 472(18) 
Sin^)lidty of life. Introduction (D), 158(6), 337 
Slavery, Introduction (B), 330 
Social issues and ministries, 330, 331, 332, 335.1, 336.1, 336.2, 336.2 

338-342, 402.1(7), 418, 463 
Sodal Security, 461.1 
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Social Ministiy 
board of, 460(8) 
committee on, 402.1(7), 418, 463(8) 
department of, 463 
institutions, 463(5) 
offering for, 463(6-7) 

Sodeties, local 
church extension, 482(l)(2:d-f» 
dtation of, 729 
duties, 400.1(3), 400.2, 401, 401.1 
memberahip in, 276 
merger, dosing, 861(3), 868 
new sodeties, 362, 427, 691(4) 
right of petition, 447 
union of contiguous sodeties, 363 
see Pastoral charges, and Sodety meeting 

Sodety meeting 
duties, 400.1(3), 400.2, 402(11) 
memberahip and organization, 400.1(1-2) 
nominating committee, 401(8) 
order of business, 400.2 
spedal meetings, 400.1(4), 68(X3-1) 
see Annual meeting 

Spedal days and occasions, 481(l:d:6), 615(31) 
^>edal rules — see (Covenant 
Stewards, 630-631 

election, 400.1(3), 400.2(7), 630(3) 
membera of offidal board, 402(1) 
number, 401(4), 630(2) 
privUeges and responsibiUties, 631 
qualifications, 63()(1) 

Stewardship, Introduction (D), 160(6), 336, 360(7), 802(3), 804 
annual conference secretary, 409(5) 
board of, 423 
raising of fimds, 804 

Sunday school Uterature, 430.1(16), 515(29) 
Sunday schools, 403, 413, 470(8:a) 

Easter offering, 463(7) 
pastor's duties, 516(29X31:g) 
promoter, 400.2(13), 403(1), 413(1,3) 
staff, 403(3) 
support, 413(7) 

Superintendente, 401(7), 410, 411, 580-683 
area, 410(2) 
assistante, 410(1), 681(4) 
cabinet, 411 
district conference membership, 430(1), 681(3), 682 
duties, 401(7), 419, 423, 430(3), 580, 691(2), 706-707, 716-717, 725 
election of, 410(1), 581(1) 
ethnic ministries, 664(2) 
financial report, 4()9(6) 
homes of, 801 
nomination of, 581(l:b-c), 591(2) 
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stationed si^iierintendent, 581(4), 683, 801 
support, 583, 691(2), 801 
term of office, 581(5) 
training, 691(5) 
trial of, 708 
vacandes, 581(6) 

listrict conference relationship, 430(1) 
divorce, 653 
ineligible to stationing committee, 419(1) 
lay minister, 607-608 
local preacher, 521-522 
transfer of membership, 366(6), 521, 607 

Support, 800-804 
bishops, 460(7), 800 
(Christian education ministries, 413(7) 
denominational executives, 460(7) 
evangeliste, 803 
pastora, 402(6), 402.1(9^:2), 802, 804 
raising of fimds, 804 
retired ministera, 461-461.7 
superintendente, 683, 801 

Surrender of parchmente, 632(2-3), 715 
see Certificate, and Ministera 

Survey of opinion, 446 
Suspension 

annual conferences, 729 
district conferences, 729 
lay ministera, 720 
laypersons, 727 
local preachera, 719 
ministerial candidates, 716 
ministera, 419(5), 704, 706-707 
sodeties, 729 
see E^qnilsion, Ministera, and Trials 

TeUer, 400.2(4), 401.1(4), 402(3) 
Temperance — see Drtigs, misuse of 
Temiioral economy, 80()-869 

church property, 860-859 
erection of churches, 869 
incorporation and deeds, 855-868,1020(3-5) 
support of ministera, 800-804 

see Support 
trustees, 860-868 

Termination of memberahip, 153, 364(1,4), 702, 721 
Theological seminary, 470(8:b), 476(2) 
•ntijing, 802(3), 804 
Tobacco, use of, forbidden, 168(4), 336.1, 473(5) 
Tongues, unknown, 122, 308 
Training course - see Memberahip, lay . 
Transfer, certificates of 

Uy, 1026 
ministerial, 633, 1024(2-3) 
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recaption by, 367 
see Certificates 

Transfer of membership, 366-367 
Treasurera 

annual conference, 409(3) 
district conference, 430(4), 430.1(6,9) 
general church, 444(1), 451(6:bX7,12), 470(6), 483(5), 490(3) 
offidal board, 401.1(3), 402(3), 402.1(6X9-d) 
sodety, 400.2(5:a) 

Trials, 700-730 
appeaU, 460(4-5), 591(11), 702(4-10), 710-712, 718, 726, 741, 743 
committee, 400.2(16) 
directions, general, 702-703 
lay member, 721-728 
lay minister, 720 
local preacher, 719 
ministerial candidate, 716 
minister in fiiU membership, 704-715, 730 
purpose of churdi disdpline, 700-701 
right of, 228, 702(2) 
superintendente, 7()8 
surrender and restoration of credentials, 715 

Triera of appeals 
Administrative (Commission, 46(X4-6) 
annual conference, 710, 718, 726 
bishops preside, 691(11) 
committee, 712 
Court of Appeals, 460(4) 
district conference, 726, 741, 743 
(jeneral (Conference, 711-712 

Trust clause, 474(l:a:5:a), 866, 1020(3) 
Trustees, 402(1), 850-858 

amenabiUty, 853 
conference trustees, 860-854 
district trustees, 430(1), 430.1(18), 850-864 
duties and powera, 401(5), 401.1(9), 402.1(9:n:4), 862-858 
educational institutions, 473(6), 4'74 
elected, how, 400.1(3), 400.2(19), 401(4), 851-852 
local church, 400.1(3), 400.2(19), 401(4-5), 402(1), 402.1(9:n:4)(9:o), 

860-864 
United Kingdom, 402(1) 
vacandes, 852 
see (Church property, and Temporal economy 

United Kingdom 
adminisbative district, 448(11) 
bishop's area, 69(K2:e) 
trustees 402(1) 

United Minisbdes for Christ, 462-463, 480(4), 484, 491(l:a) 
budget committee, 462 
Canadian fimds, 436(8) 
operational guidelines, 463 
reporte, 402.1(9-0:3) 

Urban ethnic ministries, 481(l:d), 482(2:a:2) 
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Vacandes, how fiUed 
adult ministries, 403, 413(1) 
Board of Administration, 451(2) 
Board of Bishops, 461(2) 
chUdren's miiustries, 403, 413(1) 
denominational executives, 461(2) 
Sunday school officera and teachera, 403 
superintendente, 581(6) 
bnistees, 400.1(3), 400.2(19), 402.1(9:o), 861-862 
youtii ministries, 403, 413(1) 

Voting 
annual conference method, 408 
ballote required, 277, 281(2-3), 282(2-3), 286, 400.2(7,8,19,21), 

401(2,8), 401.1(6-7), 409(1), 419(1), 444, 493, 581(1,5), 590(1), 
620(1) 

Constitutional Coundl, 202(2,4), 253(6:b,c) 
duty as dtizens, 340 
equaUty, laymen and ministera, 289, 408 
Cieneral Conference method, 289 
ministerial appointmente committee, 419(1) 
ministera not to vote, 400.1(2), 401(l:a) 
quorum of (General Conference, 288 
referendum, 202(2,4), 226-227, 446 
return of pastor, 419(2) 
right to, 162 

War and peace, 332 
Wesley, John, 440(Introductory statement) 

sermon, 615(31:d) 
Withdrawal 

laymen, 153 
ministera, under complaint, 428(16), 632(3), 636(4), 709, 716 

Women's Missionary FeUowship International 
auxUiary to General Missionary Board, 497 
file finandal statement, 461(13) 
representation on 

(Commission on Missions, 49(K1), 493(1) 
conference world missions board, 417 
district conference, 43(K1) 
local board of missions, 404(1), 496(4) 

World FeUowship of Free Methodist (Churdies, 204 
World Free Methodism, Introduction 
World Missions 

dq>artment of, 463(2,9), 491(7), 496(2-3) 
director of, 444(1), 451(7), 491(7), 494, 498 

Worship, Introduction (D), 122, 167(5), 375-381 
Christian growth groups (dasses), 380, 620-621 
language of, 122, 308 
love feaste, 379, 615(5) 
music, 378 
order of pubUc worahip, 377 
ritiials, 381, 900-950 
sacramente, 123-125, 900-904, 910-911 

Writ of review, 460(5) 
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Year, conference and local church, 424 
Yearbook 

educational institutions, published in, 472(10) 
finandal reporte, 409(6), 451(12) 
membership, 515(9) 
youth membera, pubUshed in, 356 

Young people 
official board responsibUity, 402(10), 402.1(9:t) 

Youth membera, 355-356 
affirmation of baptismal vows, 903 
coimted separately, 366 
ineUgible to vote, 356, 400.1(1), 402(2) 
transfer of memberahip, 366(6), 1026(6) 

Youth ministries 
directora, 400.1(3), 400.2(11), 403, 404, 413(1,3), 430(l)(6:c), 430.1(17) 
division of, 470(8:a:2), 471(2), 496(4) 
senior teen representative, 402(1,10) 
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