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Deatb lies on her, like an untimely frost, 
Upon the sweetest flower in all the field-

—Shakespeare. 

This nobl^ and godly woman, 
whose death was briefly chronicled 
in the July number of T H E EARNEST 

CHRISTIAN^ was worthy of a more 
extended memorial tribute than 
was possible in that number of the 
magazine, after the particulars of 
her death liad been received. Hence 
we present the following memorial 
sketch. 

Sylva Taey, only daughter of 
the late Jacob M. Backenstoe and 
Mary A. Backenstoe, his wife, was 
born near Emaus, Pennsylvania, 
May 16, 1876, and departed this 
life, to be with Christ, from the city 
hospital in Allentown, Pennsyl
vania, May 29, 1909. 

She was converted in early life, 
and seemed to have had a clear con
version indeed. She received her 
final education at the A. M. Ches
brough seminary, North Chili, New 
York. 

Ou the fourth of December, 1895, 
she was married to the Kev. J . T. 
Logan, then pastor at Wilkes-
Barre, Pennsylvania, and at once 
entered heartily upon the duties of 
a large household, assuming not 
merely the duties of the ordinary 
young wife, but the responsibilities 
of mother to the six voung children 

of her husband, left motherless at 
his first Wife's death. 

With all this load of care and re
sponsibility, to which she devoted 
herself in the most self-sacrificing 
manner, she also entered with equal 
zest into the work of an itinerant 
preacher's wife, and proved herself 
a helpmeet indeed to her husband 
in his calling. She left hosts of 
friends, and, so far as we know, no 
enemies, on every charge her hus
band served. 

She was greatly endeared to the 
people Of Evanston, Illinois, where 
they had made their home since the 
autumn of 1906, as also to our peo
ple on the Chicago district of the 
Illinois conference, with whom she 
had been associated ever since the 
family came west in 1903. 

On the 23d of last May Sister 
Logan gave birth to twins, a boy 
and a girl, the latter of which died 
at birth. The mother and survi
ving child were thought to be doing 
well for a few days, but finally com-
plicatio'ns arising from confinement 
and from Bright's disease de
veloped, and quickly did their fatal 
work. She had been with her 
mother for several months in Allen
town; and both while there and at 
the hospital she had the medical care 
of her brother, Doctor M. J . Back
enstoe. Supposing from latest re-
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port that it would be safe to do so, 
her husband left Chicago, for 
Waterloo, Iowa, to fill an engage
ment the day before she died. A 
telegram came suminoning him to 
Allentown in the afternoon of the 
day he left, and saying, "Sylva is 
dying." I t was forwarded to him. 
and he took the first train back 
and hurried ou to Allentown, only 
to find his wife in the cold embrace 
of death—a sad and trying ordeal 
indeed. 
• Sister Logan is survived by her 
husband; a daughter, Sylva Lois, 
aged three years; an infant son, 
less than a week old when she 
passed away; her mother, Mrs. 
Mary A. Backenstoe; two broth
ers, Dr. Martin J . Backenstoe, of 
Emaus, Pennsylvania, and Dr. Wil
liam A. Backenstoe. a medical mis
sionary in Africa; and by a host-of 
friends both East and West who 
held her in high esteem, and who 
loved her dearly. 

The funeral was held in her 
native town, the sermon being 
preached by the Rev. William 
Gould, an old-time friend of the 
Logan and Backenstoe families, 
who eho.se for a text I Samuel 3:18: 
" I t is the Lord: let Him do what 
seemeth Him good." Reverends A. 
G. Miller, of Phillipsburg, New Jer
sey, O. D. Seward, of Allentown, 
Pennsylvania, and A. W. Myer, of 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, assist
ed in the service. Brother Logan 
also spoke quite at length, paying 
a most fitting tribute to the mem
ory of his departed companion. 

We had known Sister Logan 
well for more than a dozen years 
and had known her onlv to esteem 

her increasingly the more intimate 
lOur acquaintance became. The 
news of her death came to us as a 
personal shock, and seems to us 
still a most bewildering providence. 
The only solution of the mystery 
seems to be, the Master wanted her 
to be with Him, and so promoted 
her to the higher service in His hn-
mediate presence. 

Sylva Backenstoe Logan, while 
making no lofty pretensions to 
sanctity (she was ever 'too reserved 
for that ) , nevertheless exhibited 
the fundamental virtues of the 
Christian life in a rare degree. She 
was remarkable for her simplicity, 
a virtue which the poet Longfellow 
regarded as "the chief excellence." 
She was like a child in this respect, 
retaining her girlish simplicity even 
in her mature years. 

She was also teachable, and not 
only teachable, but anxious to be 
taught, especially in all things per
taining to the way of God and- His 
salvation. She hungered for the 
knowledge of divine things, and 
was willing to learn from the low
est of God's children. She ever 
sought to inform herself, and was 
eager in her inquiries as to how 
this might best be done. 

This woman was also character
ized by the grace of humility. She 
had learned not to think more high
ly of herself or of her attainments 
than she ought to think. Hence she 
was never so forward as are some 
in religious matters. She always 
seemed to think others had more 
grace than she, and so would often 
magnify their experiences to the dis
counting of her own. But through 
all her modesty and reserve there 

http://eho.se


EDITOBIAL (3) 

shone out the manifestations of di
vine grace in her spirit and life; 
and when convinced that duty re
quired her to assert her freedom in 
the matter of public testimony she 
obeved the voice of dutv. 

She was a great lover of children, 
and an earnest worker in their in
terest. The children loved her, and 
loved her dearly. She' evidenced 
her love for children in her devo
tion to the motherless little ones 
to whom she becaihe a mother at 
her marriage, as also to those whom 
the Lord gave her as her own. In 
an age and country wherein many 
of her own sex sneeringly discount 
the idea of motherhood, she liter
ally sacrificed herself on the altar 
of this, the most sacred of all voca
tions. 

Sister Logan was also an ardent 
lover and student of the Holy Scrip
tures. Bible study was her delight 
for many years, and she possessed 
an understanding of the Sacred 
Writings, and a familiarity with 
the very words of Scripture, which 
are not common among women of 
to-day. Because of her knowledge 
of the Scriptures and her love for 
the cause she was an acceptable and 
efficient teacher in the Sabbath 
school; and any class from the in
fants to the Bible class, would not 
fail of being profited and inter
ested, were she appointed teacher. 

Another virtue in which she ex
celled was that of devotion to good 
works. In all the activities of thef 
church she took a deep, practical 
interest. The Sabbath school, the 
foreign missionary cause, the 
city missions (particularly Olive 
Branch), the "Old People's Home," 

the "Industrial Home for Children," 
our schools, and all the church 
benevolences were objects dear to 
her heart, and in which she always 
took deep, practical interest. Be
sides these she was always striving 
to be helpful to those in need, in 
trouble, or in sorrow, irrespective 
of who they were or where they be
longed. In these respects it may be 
.said of her, "She hath done what 
she could." 

How ptrange, how mysterious, 
that such a one should be cut off 
while she had scarcely reached the 
midst of her days! But God's ways 
are not our ways, nor are His 
thoughts our thoughts. As heaven 
is high above the earth, so His ways 
and His thoughts are above our 
ways and above our thoughts. A 
higher wisdom than we can compre
hend has c*alled her hence, and we 
can only say, "Thy will be done." 
"Even so. Father, for so it seemed 
good in Thy sight." 

The bereaved husband and family 
have our sympathy and prayers. 
May the blessing of God rest upon 
them all, and may grace be given 
them whereby they may wait, and 
watch, and work, and prove faith
ful in all things until Jesus comes 
again. 

•'O then what raptured greetings 
On Canaan's happy shore. 

What knitting severed friendships up. 
Where partings are no more." 

Intelligent piety is greatly in de
mand. Too many accept their re
ligion at second hand, and then are 
unable to give a reason for their 
faith, or for the hope that is in 
them. 
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Another of the 
We have learned with sorrow of 

the death of the Bev. Thomas B. 
<'attou, of Perry, New York, wtich 
occurred on Sunday, June 27th. He 
was one of the men who organized 
the Free Methodist denomination 
nearly forty-nine years ago—one of 
the early fathers, who was ready to 
sacrifice all he held dear in the in
terest of Bible holiness—a strong, 
earnest, nobje, holy man of God, and 
who in his public ministry was 

Fathers Gone 
Wessed of God and nlade a blessing 
in a remarkable degree. He was 
our district chairman during the 
first year of our conference work. 
He served in the vineyard faithfully. 
We learned to love him then, and 
have loved him ever since. We hope 
to present a sketch of his life in our 
next number, from our own pen or 
that of some one who can do it bet
ter. The data are not at hand for 
it in the present number. 

The Earnest Christian for Prisons and Charitable Institutions 
Ever since we began editing THE 

EARNEST CHRISTIAN it has been our 
purpose to broaden the usefulness 
of the magazine by making provi
sion for sending i t regularly to as 
many pi-isons and charitable insti
tutions as possible. 

Prisoners in our jails and peni
tentiaries are allowed to read, as 
are also many of the patients in the 
hospitals and asylums throughout 
the country, and the large number 
of people who are housed and cared 
for in the numerous charitable 
homes which Christian philanthropy 
has provided. Not only, are these 
classes permitted to read, but most 
of them are eagerly di.spo.sed to 
do so; and, in the abundant leisure 
at their disposal, they have time to 
think on what they read, which 
makes the chances of their be
ing profited thereby much more 
favorable than they are with those 
who, if they read a t all, must read 
hurriedly, and then turn all their 
power of attention immediately to 
other matters. 

If we cannot all literally and in 

person minister to the sick, the 
poor, and such as are in prison, we 
may be able to minister to them 
very profitably by aiding in the 
matter of placing clean, interesting 
and inspiring Christian literature 
at their disposal; and even'a Roman 
Catholic or a Jew may be reached 
and influenced by this means whom 
you or I could not reach in person 
because of his prejudices. For all 
the benefits thus conferred upon 
these ^'arious classes, 6ur Lord will 
doubtless say, "Inasmuch as ye did 
it unto one of the least of these, ye 
did i t unto me," as readily as for 
service rendered to them in • a per
sonal way. 

Now for this very worthy purpose 
we could quite readily use a fund 
of several hundred dollars, if we 
had it. The question is. Shall we 
have i t? We answer. Yes, if the 
readers of T H E EARNEST CHRISTIAN 

are as interested in philanthropic 
effort and enterprise as we believe 
them to be. Believing that this 
matter will readily commend iteelf 
to all, we earnestly appeal to our 
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readers to come to our aid at once 
in this matter of providing funds 
for sending the magazine to prisons, 
reformatories, hospitals, asylums, 
homes for the aged and to other 
philanthropic and penal institu
tions. We solicit a remittance of 
«?ome amount, large or small, from 
every reader. Probably some can 
give twenty-five, fifty, or even one 
hundred dollars for this purpose, 
and will be delighted to do so; 
while others can contribute but a 
dollar, fifty cents, twenty-five cents, 
or ten cents. All right. Ask the 
Ixivd what He will have you do, 
listen for tbe answer within your 
own heart, and then respond ac
cordingly. 

In order to make the money for 
this purpo.se go as far as possible, the 
publislier has kin'dly consented to 

furnish the magazine to institu-
• tions such as we hare named at as 

near cost a s possible, ^making the 
price 65 cents per year. We de
sire to put the magazine into as 
many of these institutions as pos
sible, and in case of those which 
have under their charge large num
bers of persons,^ weldesire to supply 
them with a number of copies, so 
that all may have opportunity to 
read it. 

Now, who will be the first to re
spond to this call? Who the next? 

.And who next? Do not delay. "The 
King's business requireth haste." 
If the suggestion here made appeals 
to you, decide what you ought to do 
in this matter, and DO IT NOW ! 

Make all i*emittances for this pur
pose to W. B. Rose, 1132 Washing
ton Boulevard, Chicago, Illinoi.s. 

The Life in Nature from Christ 
He declared of Himself, "I am 

tbe first and the last,'and the Living 
one," For three days, on our be
half. He subjected Him.self unto 
death, so far as His body was con
cerned; but afteni'ard He ascended 
on high with that same body, gloi--
ified, and declared, ' ^nd behold, I 
am alive for evermore." And .so full 
is that life that all the vitality in 
hature is only a drop from the 
ocean of His infinite fulness. His 
is all the life in 

I. Vegetation. ^A'ho can measure 
the wealth of this in the equatorial 
regions? Mightj' forests tower 
aloft, covering thousands of square 
miles with a kind of eternal twi
light. To these giant monarchs 
cling countless vines and viar^ous 

parasitic plants, some of them inde
scribably beautiful, while below, 
the earth and every fallen tree is 
buried in a perfect flood of almost 
endless botanical forms. The trop
ical seas have forests and gardens 
beneath their surface, almost rival
ing in extent and beauty those upon 
the land. 

Add to this the life north, south, 
east and west, around the j;lobe. 
And if such is its wealth now, what 
must that fountain be from which 
it has poured forth through the 
ages past, as shown, for instance, in 
the great coal beds, which 'are the 
manifest remains of once vast for
ests' and other forms of vegetation, 
whose traces are abundant in even 
the now terrible desolations of the 
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arctic i-egions? How intense is that 
vitality which has persisted on and 
on through all the ages, so that the 
life of the primeval forests ana 
flowers is in the leaves and blossoms 
and perfumes about us now. 

"My heart is awed within uie, when 1 
think 

Of the great miracle that still goes on. 
In silence, round me— t̂he perpetual work 
Of Thy creation, finished, yet renewed 
Forever. Written ou Thy works I xeaH 
The lesson of Thy own eternity. 

* * * uiX)n [earth's] bosom yet. 
After the flight of untold centuries, 
The freshness ot her far beginning lies 
And yet shall lie. Life mocks the Idle 

hate 
Of his arch enemy Death—yea, seats 

himself 
Upon the tyrant"s throne, the sepulchre, 
Aud of the triumphs of his ghastly foe 
Makes his own nourishment. For he 

came forth 
From thine own bosom, and shall have 

no end." ' 

All the wealth of the flora of the 
globe is bnt the adornment and en
richment of His mere footstool. 
"He sendeth forth springs into the 
valleys." "He .watereth the moun
tains from His chambers." "He 
cause th the grass to grow for the 
cattle, and herb for the service of 
man," and adorns the flowers of the 
field with a glory surpassing that of 
Solomon. What a scene the eartli 
would present if one could belt i t 
on a summer morning. And all 
that life of forest and field is His, 
and infinitely more. 

Eden was His first gift to man, 
and His last will be a new, 
eternal Eden, with its trees and 
river of life, and the City of God 
added. If such is the beautv and 

wealth of His sin-curst footstool, 
what will be that of His home? 

I I , Animal Life. What endless 
variety there is of this, from elephant 
and whale to insect and microscopic 
animalculae. LOok at the various 
Tanks of fish in a great aquarium. 
What variety, what beauty, and 
what vitality. I t is estimated that 
if all the eggs of a single cod were 
to hatch and mature, and those of 
its offspring, only a few years 
would be needed to literally fill the 
ocean solid full with fisli. What 
variety and fulness of life there is 
in forest and field on a summer day, 
and the tropic seas seem to be al
most literally alive. See also the 
migratory birds and fishes that a t 
certain seasons swarm in and upon 
Northern rivers, lakes and seas. 
From the condor of tbe Andes to 
the eyeless fish of the deep seas, air 
and earth and water show the vital
ity of Him who sits upon the 
throne, "These wait all for thee. 
• * • Thou takest away their 
breath, they die. • • • Thou 
sendest forth Thy Spirit, they are 
created: and Thou renewest the face 
of the earth" (Psa. 104:27-30). For 
ages the stream' has flowed from 
Him, and the* fountain is still as 
full as ever. If such be the wealth 
of vitality in a world where "the 
whole creation groaneth and trav-
aileth in pain together until now," 
what will be the .scene when He 
that sitteth on the throne shall say, 
"Behold, I make all things new," 
and "new heavens and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness" 
shall be ushered in, and "the crea
tion itself shall be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption into the 



CHRISTIAN WORK (7) 231 

liberty of the glory of the children 
of God!" The earth quaked when 
Jesus reentered His silent body in 
the garden tomb that Easter morn
ing, and that quake was a prophetic 

tremor, a foretaste of the coming 
complete redemption of even the 
creation itself, the earnest of which 
we have in the Holy Ghost. 

JOHN L A D I E . 

Chris t ian AVork 
Saved to Serve 

By the Editor 

The grand object for which God 
redeems and saves the children of 
men is that He may be glorified 
through their service. Heaven itself 
is a realm of loyal and loving serv
ice. Of the redeemed who are 
gathered there the Revelator says, 
"They serve Him day and night in 
His temple." The employments of 
the redeemed in that bright world 
will constitute an important part 
of their enjoyment. 

We are not only redeemed and ^ 
saved in order that we may serve God 
in His holy heaven, but in order 
also that we may render Him the 
best and utmost of our service iu 
this world. Too many have con
ceived of salvation as chiefly for 
their own particular enjoyment, 
whereas the true idea is that we 
are saved to serve. 

This idea is illustrated forcibly 
in the parables of the talents and 
the pounds, as is also the doom of 
those who bury talent for service 
that otherwise might have been 
used for the glory of God. 

I t is likewise beautifully and im
pressively illustrated by the parable 
of the Good Samaritan. Not the 
priest and the Levite, who were 
too much occupied with religious 

ceremonials to help tbe poor man 
who fell among thieves, but the 
Samaritan who, though of another 
and a despised nationality, minis
tered to the needs of the sufferer, 
was commended of the Lord as an 
example for others. 

Jesus taught this lesson of hum
ble service too, in the washing of 
His disciples' feet. At the conclu
sion of this condescending act He 
said, "Ye call me Master and Lord: 
and ye say well; for so I am. If 
I then, your Lord and Master, have 
washed your feet; ye also ought to 
wash one another's feet" (John 
13:13,14). If I, your Lord and 
Master, have condescended to take 
the place of your servant, ye ought 
also to be servants to one another. 

Jesus also makes service rendered 
to our fellowmen the chief mark of 
greatness in His kingdom. Two of 
the disciples aspired to chief posi
tions in His kingdom, one request-. 
ing to sit on His right and the 
other on His left hand. The ten, 
when they heard this, were moved 
with indignation against the two 
brethren. "But Jesus called them 
unto Him, and said. Ye know that 
the princes of the Gentiles exercise 
dominion over them, and they that 
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are great exercise authority upon 
them. But it shall not be so among 
you: but whosoever will be great 
among you, let him be your min
ister; and whosoever will be chief 
among you, let him be your servant: 
even as the Son of Man came not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give His life a ransom for 
many" (Matt. 20:35-38). 

St. Paul also teaches that we are 
saved, to serve. Hear his word.s: 
"This is a faithful saying, and these 
things I will that thou affirm con
stantly, that they which have be 
lieved in God might be careful to 
maintain good works" (Titus 3:8). 
Again: "Who gave Himself fop 
us, that He might redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purify unto 
Himself a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works" (Titus 3:14). 

The Scriptures also teach that we 
are to be judged for our irorks, and 
that in that judgment the Lord's 
favor or condemnation will turn 
upon the service we have rendered-
to our fellowmen, or the lack of it. 
"Inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these my breth
ren, ye have done it unto me." "In
asmuch as ye did it not to one ot 
the least of these ye did i t not to 
me." (Read Matt. 25:31-46). 

With all these facts before us, 
and many more of the same kind, is 
it not strange that so many of those 

=>who profess to be Christians never 
engage in iiny active service for the 
promotion of Christ's cause, or for 
the amelioration of suffering, sinful 
men and women? 

There are far too many drones in 
, the church of to-day—far too many 
who have conceived of church mem

bership as a sort of palace Car route 
to the heavenly country. 

A man of wealth and social dis
tinction once came to the Senior 
Dr. Stephen H. Tyng of New York, 
and said: "Dr. Tyng, I have been 
thinking I ought to join J-our 
church. I am not an active Chris
tian, but my wife and daughter be
long to your church and as I en joy-
coming with them to hear your lec
tures on Sabbath evenings, it seems 
but fair that I should become a 
memher also," or words to that ef
fect. Dr. Tyng looked at him, and 
.said, "And so you are not an active 
Christian?" 

"No, sir," was the reply. 
"And yet you wish to join the 

church?-' 
"Yes, sir." 
"Do you see yonder church spire 

. in the distance?" 
" I do." 
"Well, sir, I would recommend 

you to go and join there. That is 
called 'The Church of the Heavenly 
Rest . '" - - ^ 

This may or may not have been a 
wise rebuke, but there can be little 
douht that churches are seriously 
overburdened with members who do 
nothing, absolutely nothing, in the 
way of helpful service; but who 
have to be nursed, coddled and car
ried- along by the efforts of others; 
who are willing to share the bene
fits but not the toils, and sacrifices 
which come from the maintenance 
of the church, and . its services 
and achievements. 

Let us beware of taking up with 
an easy-going, do-nothing type of 
religion, remembering ever that if 
saved a t all, we are sa^^ed to serve. 

^ 
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As the fire was never allowed to go in ministering to the needs of our 
out ou the altar of burnt offering, fellowmen should never cease to 
so our zeal in the Lord's service and burn with intense ardor. 

A ThrillingjExperience » 
I t was a cold, bleak night; a heavy 

mist weighed the air with damp
ness, and chilled one to the bone, if 
long exposed. Now and then a bi
ting wind with something between 
a hiss and a whistle swept around 
the corners, forcing any unfortunate 
out so late to quicken bis steps and 
draw his coat-collar closer about 
his ears. 

The streets on lower Broadway 
were deserted. Out of the mists 

' and blackness the outlines of tall 
sky-scrapers loomed like spectral 
ruins -of lost cities. The electric 
lights looked red in the thickening 
gloom, and brightened only a small 
patch of pavement around a big cir
cle of shadow under the lamp. Wet, 
dreary, dismal, it was a night to be 
indoors before a cozy fire,; thanking 
God for the comforts of home. 

But out there on Broadway a 
street-car stops with a jerk, and a 
preacher from "uptown" steps out 
in the wet. Looking momentarily 
both ways, by force of habit, for a 
chance automobile, he reaches the 
curb in a hurry, and turns down 
John street. Old John sti-eet, full 
of shadows, narrow and crowded 
with all sorts of buildings is utterly 
empty, save for an old black cat 
meowing in a doorway, and a 
policeman at the far end of the 
street swinging his arms to keep 
himself warm. The glare of the 
swaying light on the corner re
flected on the wet cobblestones, and 

the muddy water in the gutters only 
added to the wretchedness of the 
scene, 

John street is a famous old place, 
dating back to Colonial times, when 
New York was not much beyond 
Bowling Green. Here was built the 
first Methodist church in America-
Here Philip Embury preached, and 
Asbury, and Freeborn Garrettson, 
and the old fathers of Methodism. 
These walls have listened to the elo
quence of John Summerfield, Bishop 
Janes, Bishop Waugh, and of many 
another name in Methodist history. 
Now the church is a "down-town" 
church. All around it are business 
blocks tenanted on Sundays by jan
itors. No families are in the neigh
borhood. Hence the pastor and his 
helpers devote themselves to rescue 
work. 

And what a work that is! Here 
are to be seen the homeless and 
helpless, the flotsam and jetsman of 
humanity; aimless, nerveless der
elicts—despairing men and women, 
hungry, tired, beaten in life's strug
gle, carried down life's stream with
out an effort, like broken limbs of 
trees on a swift-gliding river. Many 
of them belong to good families 
who have long since forgotten then» 
or given them up for dead. Many 
once were in comfortable circum
stances. Many once held high 
places at home in the country, and 
then fell—fell, like a star in the 
night, to fathomless depths of sin 
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and misery and shaine. Many of 
them are godless, stolid, fierce, de
fiant, encrusted with sin, sin-hard
ened. But they are men. and for 
such Christ died. These, redeemed, 
are the glory of His crown. "For 
this is a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sin
ners." That includes the worst man 
that ever lived! 

The preacher, shaking the wet 
from his coat, entered the basement 
of the church. He was not new to 
his surroundings, and knew what to 
expect. Around the walls were old-
fashioned wood-cuts of early Meth
odist preachers; in the middle of 
the room a good-sized stove, and 
seated about it a hundred or more 
men and women listening intently 
to the- leader of the meeting. 

I t is a sti'ange crowd we see 
there. Here is the son of a man of 
science known all over the world, 
and will be for ever; he broke his 

, father's heart. Over there is a man 
with a face like a police-court rec
ord, full of crime. Next to him is 
a man who has known better daysi 
Over there is the wayward son of a 
minister. That man near him is the 
nephew of a supreme court judge. 
Yonder in the shadow of the wall is 
a young man, a graduate of a 

*1 Southern university, who will 
leave directly for his nightly job of 
shoveling coal in a power honse. 
He failed in this terrible city of 
competition to get work, and was 
drifting out on the shoreless sea 
like many another, when the church 
grasped him, and saved him. Here 
is a poor fellow with refined fea
tures and eyes full of pitiful yearn

ing for better things; perhaps he is 
looking at a vision of boyhood days 
and of loved ones gone. But what 
a history there is behind all these 
faces etched with the sinful habits 
of years! 

After a few soul-cheering hymns 
the time comes for testimony. One 
man rises, and with choking voice 
thanks God for saving him last 
week. Another, "I thank God that 
He has kept me for twenty-four 
hours." "I thank God I can go back 
to my family now. Jesus Christ 
saves me! He saves me through 
and through—glory to His name!" 
So the meeting goes on. Ringing 
.songs of gladness punctuate the 
service, and testimonies to the sav
ing power of Jesus come pouring in. 
These men know what it is to be 
saved. 

The preacher sitting in a corner, 
studying the situation, now takes 
part. He thinks there is a chanee 
for God here to-night, and for men, 
j:oo. And there is. But there must 
be no attempt at fine preaching 
here. These men would jeer a t snch 
idiotic mockery. There must be no 
kid-glove performance, no perfumed 
gospel, no gilding the wings of the 
angels, sky-scraping of pious fool
ery. These are suffering men. They 
are lost men—lost to God, to them
selves and to all that is good. They 
do not want information about sin 
—they know all the depths of sin 
and iniquity; they want to know 
about God and salvation, aud noth
ing but the power of God can touch 
them. 

I t is just like God to save such, 
and the preacher knows it. He be
lieves God will save some to-night. 
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He preaches with that conviction. 
He forgets everything but the men 
in front of him, and warms to his 
task. They forget themselves, and 
seize on every word he utters. He 
steps down among them. The im
mediate jMJwer of Christ to save is 
pressed in upon them. He is sup
ported in his confident insistence by 
spontaneous "Amens," of saved men 
around him. He feels the opposi
tion give. I t yields on appeal; sin
ners fall on their knees. One cries 
out : "O God, have mercy on me— 
I don't know what else to say If 
Another cries: "O God, I don't 
know how to pray!" And so the 
battle goes on. I t is glorious! The 
power of God comes down, and four 
men stand up .soundly converted, 
and with faces like the morning sun 
give glory to God. 

Outside the night grew blacker. 
The mist had turned to a fine rain. 
The cold, dreary streets stretched 
their endless lengths in the dismal 
gloom. On the corner, as they 
turned out of John street' into 
Broadway, the preacher caught up 
with two of the men who had been 
converted. "Men," said he, "where 
do you live?'' 

"We don't live anywhere just 
now," replied the taller of the two, 
some six feet in height. 

"Well, where do you sleep?" 
"I.^st night I slept in a wagon." 
"And where did you sleep?'' 

asked the preacher of the smaller 
one. 

"Well, dominie, I don't like to 
tell, but I slept in a doorway." 

"This is too bad a night for you to 
'be out," said the preacher; you 
must have shelter." 

"Oh, never mind, dominie," said 
the tall man; "God has converted 
my soul to-night, and I feel warm 
all over. 

"See here, men," said the preacher, 
as they all stood shivering in the 
cold; "you take this—, and you take 
this—, aud get a good hot meal and 
a good bed for the night. The good 
God will make a way for you to
morrow. Keep up courage, and look 
out for God's job; you'll get it." 

The men refused the help offered 
them, but the preacher forced it on 
them, and full of gratitude, they 
took their way down the wet street, 
and the preacher looking after them 
thought he saw "one like unto the 
Son of Man" join himself to them 
in brotherhood as, cold and hungry, 
they disappeared in the night. 

Has this no lesson for ministers 
who sigh for greener pastures? 
Can you face such problems? Bet
ter results! Wider fields! Yes, and 
harder problems. The work that 
counts anywhere is saving men, and 
if one cannot do that where he is, 
it is not likely he will do i t any
where else.—Methodist Advocate 
Journal. 

"Small were my faith should It weakly 
falter. 

Now that the roses have ceased to 
blow; 

Frail were the trust that now should 
alter. 

Doubting His love, when the storm 
clouds grow. 

If I trust Him once, I mnst trust Him 
ever; 

And His way is best, though I stand 
or. fall; } 

Through the wind and storm, He will 
leave me never— 

He sends it all!" —Selected. 
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T k e V^ord of God 
Old Testament Testimony of Christ 

H . Franklin Hill 

N o . 1 

The religion of Jesus came not 
into the world by accident; neither 
was it evolved by the progress of 
human thought; nor yet was it the 
product of the peculiar exigencies 
of the times in which Christ lived. 
I t was introduced by the direct act 
of the Almighty Himself, in send
ing into this world His only begot
ten Son, in fulfilment of prophecy, 
through whom He made a revela
tion of His will to man. 

This revelation, being of God. 
was but a continuation of a system 
of revelations made through His 
Law and Prophets since the world 
began. And of Christianity itself, 
it may be said, that i t was no new 
thing under the sun, but the di
vinely illuminated development of 
a religion already given to man 
—as old as humanity itself—all 
the leading characteristics of which 
had, to a certain degree, been fore
stalled or foreshadowed in the Old 
Testament Scriptures. 

THE CHERUBIM OF THE TEMPLE 

So the Old and New Testaments 
are but parts of the same plan, the 
former reflecting forward to the ad
vent and life of Christ on earth, 
and the latter reflecting backward 
to the Christ already come in the 
flesh. 

This was beautifully illustrated 
by the Cherubim which occupied 
one end of both the Jewish tabernacle 

and temple: between the Cherubim 
was placed the Ark of the Covenant 
with the mercy-seat upon i t ; while 
a wing of each cherub stretched to 
the outer walls of the temple, each 
of their other wings hovered over 
the mercy-seat, and. with their 
faces toward each other, both 
looked down upon the mercy-seat 
where the glory of God appeared. 

I t was from off the mercy-seat 
that God made such communica
tions as He chose to give to His peo
ple, and it was here that God re
ceived the petitions of His people, 
through the atonements offered by 
the high priest Here also Moses 
received communications from the 
Divine Being, as illustrated in Num
bers 7:89. I t was this to which the 
psalmist refers when he says, 
"Thou that dwellest between the 
cherubim, shine forth." Thus, with 
their faces toward each other, the 
Old and New Testaments look from 
opposite directions, in point of 
time, toward the real mercy-seat ot 
God—of which that in the temple 
was but the type—where the glory 
(Of God appears in Christ the Re
deemer. 

Further, to illustrate that the 
two cherubim represented but one 
plan or system, the cherubim for 
the tabernacle were beaten out of 
one solid piece of gold, the wing 
of each cherub overlapping the 
other and joined in the center above 
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the inercj--seat (see Exodus 37:7; 
also chapters 25 and 37; T Kings 
chap. 6, and 2 Chron., chap. 3). 

But this is one event toward 
which both the Old and the New 
Testament point forward, not in 
opposite directions, but equally in 
the same direction, and with great 
clearness, and that event is the sec
ond coming of Christ and the reign 
of His saints. 

A COMING R E D E E M E R 

was the theme introduced almost at 
the very beginning of the Old Testa
ment, and Eve had but shortly been 
beguiled by the serpent, ere the 
promise came that "the seed of the 
woman shall bruise the serpent's 
head." By the word serpent the 
apostle Paul seemed to understand 
that "that old serpent, the devil," 
is what was meant, for in quoting 
from this passage he said to the 
saints, "The God of peace shall 
bruise Sa+an under your feet 
shortly." And again, he said that 
one of the objects of Christ's mis
sion was to "destroy him that had 
the power of death, that is, the 
devil" (Heb. 2:14). The object or 
this promise was, no doubt, to en
courage our first parents and their 
descendants to repent of their sins, 
resist the further temptations of the 
"serpent," and trust in the coming 
Redeemer. For the redemption 
from sin offered through the atone
ment of Christ seems to hare been 
designed to take effect immediately 
with man's first transgression. Re
pentance was as acceptable to God 
under the Old Testament dispensa
tion as under the New; and it is the 
thought of the New Testament that 

the atonement covered all ages of 
man's stay upon the earth—past, 
present and future: hence Christ is 
represented as the "Lamb slain from 
the foundation of the world" (Rev. 
1^:8), I t was to people of the Old 
Testament times that the prophets 
preached such words as these: "In 
that day there shall be a fountain 
opened to the house of David and 
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for 
sin and for uncleanness" (Zech. 13: 
1), which is also a remai'kable proph
ecy of the designs of the gospel. 

Therefore Job, who lived in a re
mote age of the world's history, 
could justly say, "I know that my 
Redeemer liveth, and that He shall 
stand at the latter day upon the 
earth;" and, speaking also in the 
same connection regarding Christ's 
second coming and the resurrection 
of the dead, he continues: "And 
though after my skin worms de
stroy this body, yet in my flesh 
shall I see God: whom I shall see 
for myself, and mine eyes behold, 
and not another; though my reins 
be consumed within me" (Job 19:25-
27). 

Isaiah reiterates this testimony 
when he says, "And the Redeemer 
shall come to Zion, and unto them 
that turn from transgression in 
Jacob, saith the Lord" (Isaiah 59: 
20). By the term "Jacob" is here 
meant "the Israel of God," whether 
.Jews or Gentiles; for the same in
spired prophet also says, referring 
to Christ, "Behold my servant, 
whom I ' uphold; mine elect, in 
whom my. soul delighteth; I have 
put my Spirit upon Him: He shall 
bring forth judgment to the Gen
tiles" (Isa 43:1 ; see also verses 2, 
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3 and 4 j . What a remarkable testi
mony of the Redeemer's work as we 
find it fulfilled even at this day! 

David, as the mouth-piece of the 
Almighty, also testified, "I have 
laid help upon One that is mighty; 
I have exalted one, chosen out of 
the people" (Psa, 89:19)—bespeak
ing both Christ's divine and human 
origin, His power to save men from 
sin, and the force there would be in 
the gospel, to extend itself to the 
extremities of the globe for a testi
mony unto all men—whether they 
would hear or forbear. Truly, by 
the beneficent results of Christian
ity we may judge that He hath 
"laid help upon One that is mighty." 

A STAR S H A L L COME OUT OF JACOB 

Concerning a wonderful person
age and ruler that should appear in 
Israel, Balaam—who loved the 
wages of unrighteousness, but was 
compelled to tell the truth because 
that the Spirit of God came on him 
—testified: "I shall see Him, but 
not now: I shall behold Him, but 
not nigh: there shall come a STAR 

out of Jacob, and a SCEPTER shall 
rise out of Israel. • * • Out of 
Jacob shall eome He that shall have 

dominion" (See Num. 24:17, 19) — 
a prophecy regarding not only 
Christ's first but His second advent, 
when He shall shine upon the 
world with the radiance of the 
morning star, and also when He 
shall assume the scepter and "take 
unto Himself His great power and 
shall reign," "until all things shall 
be put under His feet," even death. 

Concerning the Star that should 
come out of Jacob how beautifully 
this seems fulfilled as, according to 
the words of Christ, "I am the root, 
and the offspring of David, and the 
bright and morning star" (Bev. 22: 
16) ; and those other words to such 
as should overcome, "And I will give 
him the morning star" (Rev. 2:28). 
Truly, the world is influenced to
day by the mild radiance of this 
bright and morning Star, but it sig
nifies to God's people something 
even better still. The morning star 
is always the harbinger of day. So 
Christ is to His people the har
binger of the resurrection "when 
this mortal shall put on immortal
ity and "death be swallowed up in 
victory." "Christ the firstfruits; 
afterward they that are Christ's at 
His coming." 

Rochester, New York. 

The Suppression of the Scriptures 
The attitude of many towards the 

Scriptures under modern experts in 
their literature is expres,sed some
what as follows: "I have come to 
where I don't know a thing about a 
verse in the Bible until Dr. Uptodate 
tells us the latest word about it,— 
whether it and all its words are 
genuine or not; so I will let the 

Bible alone as an unknown quan
tity and authority except fragments 
which are certified and dealt out to 
me by the new scholarship." 

Such is the relation of many to 
the priesthood of the scholarship of 
the letter. We say "priesthood" be
cause it stands between the people 
and the Scriptures, and intercepts 
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part of the confidence which might 
be bestowed on their language, and 
holds a monopoly of such allow
ances as the priesthood may hand 
out. Not that this Protestant priest
hood covets such monopoly, but it is 
placed in it by those whose minds 
wait on the conclusions of its mem
bers. 

But Romanism claims such mon
opoly; holds the people cannot be 
trusted with the Bible, on the 
ground that they are not qualified 
to understand it rightly save as the 
priest interprets and hands it out 
to them. 

The literary priest now becomes 
the involuntary coadjutor of the 
Bomish, in curtailing the universal 
acceptance of the Scriptures among 
men. We have long observed such 
combined effect of the two priest
hoods, but did not venture to pub
lish the thought, till now we have 
seen it thus expressed by A. T. Pier
son,—that "Rome puts a priest be
tween man and the Bible, and 
criticism puts an educated expositor 
between the believer and the Bible." 
[ I t is too bad that such is so.] 

We are far from wishing to villify 
the occupation of the scholar and 
investigator. In the long run it 

"can do nothing against the truth, 
but for the truth." But let it be 
i<an(tified. 

As Friends we are willing to 
trust the operation of the universal 
and saving Light of Christ, who is 
the Word of God, to whatever minds 
over the earth the volume of the 
Book concerning Himself may 
reach. The Key of David, as to His 
listeners on their walk to Emmaus, 
will open Scriptures to the truth-
seekers' understanding, as they may 
need them and be able to bear them, 
"where no man can shut, and shut 
where ho man ( a s ^ a n ) can open." 

To the one class of priests we 
could say: Hands off. Stand a.side 
from between men and the Light. 
Trust the Living Word with His 
own enlightening work upon the 
words of His inspiration, and com
mend to the attention of men His 
inspeaking word to speak those 
words to their condition. And to 
the priesthood of the letter and his
tory: Take care lest this prying 
liberty of yours in truth-seeking 
"become a stumbling-block to them 
that are weak" in knowledge, "lest 
through thy knowledge the un
learned brother perish, for whom 
Christ died."—The Friend. 

Mary Washington's Bible 

The Ladies' Association, which 
has the care of the Washington 
estate of Mount Vernon, has re
cently made an important addition 
to the collection of Washington 
relics there—the "Mary Washing
ton Bible," the family Bible of 
Washington's parents. The book, 
which is well authenticated, is much 

worn from long usage, and the 
title and some other leaves are miss
ing. The manuscript record of 
births and deaths, partly in the 
early handwriting of George Wash
ington, is pasted down upon a leaf 
of text. This record begins: 

Augustine Washington and Mary Ball 
was Married the Sixth of March 17, 

mmm 
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30-31. George Washington Son to 
Augustine & Mary his Wife was Bom 
ye 11th Day of February 17, 31-2 abouj 
10 in the Morning & was Baptised the 
15th of April following Mr. Beverly 
Whiting & Capt Christopher Brooks 
Godfathers and Mrs. Mildred Gregory 
Godmothers. 

The latest event recorded is the 

death of Washington's sister Betty, 
who "Departed this life the 31st of 
March 1797 at 4 o'clock." After 
the death of Mary Washington the 
Bible passed into 4he possession of 
her daughter Betty, who had mar
ried Fielding Lewis.—Evening Post 
(^'- Y.) 

Illustrations of Bible Passages 
Sin's Allurement 

We read in Scripture of "the de-
ceitfulness of sin." In South Amer
ica, says Tlie Homiletic Review, 
there is what they call the phospor-
escent spider, whose tactics are to 
emit a mild, fascinating sort of 
light until the bug, attracted partly 
by the light and partly by a species 
of hypnotism, is well within clutches 
that give him no further oppor
tunity for investigation. 

That old spider, sin, acts very 
similarly in the glint and glamour 
wherewith it contrives to invest 
itself. Through this, sin allures its 
victim. "The way of the wicked 
seduced them." "There is a way 
which seemeth right unto a man, 
but the end thereof are the ways of 
death." 

A Snake Swallows His^Mate 
The Literary Digest of some years 

ago contained substantially the' fol
lowing: A snake and his mate to 
appease their hunger undertook to 
swallow the same toad, the one be
ginning with one part of the victim 
and the other with another. Both 
made progress for a time, but the 
male snake being the larger and 
stronger progressed the faster and 
finally came to the head of his 

mate. The snake's teeth hook in
ward, so that when he gets a good 
hold upon his victim he cannot let 
go, and must continue the swallow
ing process. This both snakes en
deavored to do, with the result that 
the male snake finally swallowed 
both the toad and the female snake. 
What a reminder of that Scripture 
which says, "But if ye bite and de
vour one another, take heed that ye 
be not consumed one of another"! 

One Week Too Late 

A lady in Scotland became con
cerned about her soul. One night she 
was so troubled she could not sleep, 
but walked the floor in great dis
tress of mind. At last she sat down 
and wrote her diary: "Next week I 
will attend to the salvation of my 
soul." She then retired and slept 
soundly. The next day she went into 
scenes bf pleasure and gaiety. The 
next day she was taken violently ill, 
and soon became delirious. Before 
her death the delirium left her mind 
long enough for her to say, " I am 
one week too late! I am lost!"—Se-
leeted. 

"He is the best friend of all 
women who is faithful to his own 
wife." 
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Pulp i t and Pew-
Care of the Voice in Preaching 

By the Editor 

The culture of the voice for pub
lic speaking is of much importance 
in the work of the Christian min
istry. They who affect to despise 
such culture, especially if they be 
ministers themselves, show poor 
judgment, and generally do them
selves much harm. 

While not all who preach may 
have the advantages of a thorough 
course in the training of the voice, 
there are a few simple rules which 
all may and should observe, and in 
default of observing which they 
will, to a large degree, "spend their 
wretched strength for naught" in 
their pulpit efforts. We venture to 
mention and comment briefly on 
one of these rules for the benefit of 
those who may need the suggestions 
given. 

The first and most important rule 
of public speakers is. Speak plainly 
and distinctly. This is the Scrip
tural way. "So they read in the 
book in the law of God distinctly, 
and gave the sense, and caused 
them to understand the reading" 
(Nehemiah 8 :8 ) . Such is the 
Bible record of the first preaching 
from a pulpit. The method cannot 
be improved upon. The object of 
public si)eaking is to be heard 
and understood. Hence a minister 
should speak distinctly. Many are 
the violations of this rule. 

Some speak too low—in an un
dertone, as though either too faint, 
too fearful, or too lazy to fill the 

lungs and speak with some degree 
of force. 

Others mumble in their attempts 
to speak. They do not articulate 
their syllables distinctly. They roll 
their words about in their mouths, 
speaking as though they were try
ing to chew and speak at the same 
time. 

Then again, others speak strongly 
enough, but with undue haste, .so 
that "their words overlap each 
other, play at leap-frog, or trip each 
other up," as Spurgeon puts it. 
There must be due space between 
one's words, or his speech will be 
indistinct, no matter how loudly he 
may speak. 

Then some are too painfully slow 
of speech. "One word to-day and 
one to-morrow is a kind of slow fire 
which martyrs only could enjoy;" 
from all of which "good Lord, de
liver us." 

Others speak too fast. Their speech 
is a continuous buzz-z-z-z-z. I t re
minds one of a buzz-saw in opera
tion. In their haste to see how 
much they can say in a given time 
they rush, and tear, and rave, and 
rant like madmen. Such preach
ing is never impressive, except it be 
with fools and idiots. I t drowns 
the sense (if there be any) in a 
deluge of confusing and distracting 
sounds. 

Again to quote from Mr. Spur
geon. "Occasionally, one hears an 
infuriated orator of indistinct ut-
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terance, whose impetuosity carries 
him on to such a confusion of, 
sounds, that a t a little distance one 
is reminded of Lucan's lines: 

'Her gabbling tongue a muttering tone 
confounda. 

Discordant and unlike to human sounds; 
It seemed of dogs the bark, of wolves the 

howl, 
The doleful screeching of the mid-night 

owl; 
The hiss of snakes, the hungry lion's 

roar. 
The bound of billows beating on the 

shore; 
The groan of winds among the leafy 

wood. 
And burst of thunder from the rending 

cloud: 
'Twas these, all these in one.'" 

The preacher should beware of 
preaching too loud—in a screaming 
key. or with painfully loud ex
plosive utterances every now and 
then. One may speak either too low 
or too loud to be heard distinctly. 
John Wesley enjoined upon his 
preachers not to scream, and en
forced the injunction by reference 
to the prophecy concerning the 
Lord Jesus, "He shall not strive 
nor cry," etc., saying the proper 

translation would be "He shall not 
strive nor scream." Too many of 
Wesley's followers have failed to 
heed the injunction, and so we have 
not a few who are screamers rather 
than sobei'-minded preachers. Sure 
enough, the Scripture says, "Cry 
aloud, and spare not;" but there is 
another Scripture which says, "Do 
thyself no harm;" and yet another 
which says. "Love worketh no ill to 
his neighbor;" and the screaming 
preacher violates both of these, 
since his screaming tears his own 
nervous system to pieces, and rasps 
and injures the nerves of many who 
have to listen to him. 

Every man called to preach the 
gospel should cultivate an easy, 
natural, pleasant mode of speech in 
the pulpit—the more conversational 
the better. There is no reason why 
any man may not acquire such 
facilitj- in speaking as to be able to 
speak distinctly and plainly, and 
with a pleasing tone, accent, and 
modulation of his voice. Some 
never do acquire such a method of 
speaking, but it is because they will 
not, rather than because they can 
not. Isn't it too bad? 

\ y 

Pulpit Preparation 
Evangelist James Stolbert 

Preparation for any great work 
is always essential to success. Hap
hazard, reckless, impulsive effort 
in any important enterprise is a 
serious blunder. Many a grand 
project has come to ignominious 
failure for lack of preparation. 

Thought must precede action to 
make it effectual. 

I t is as reasonable to expect to 

reap without sowing, as to succeed 
without preparation. The mechanic 
must serve an apprenticeship in 
order that he become expert at his 
trade. The builder makes his plan, 
gets material and lays a foundation 
before he erects the superstructure. 

As preparation is necessary in 
business affairs, it is especially So 
in pulpit work. In preparing a 
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sermon knowledge should be gath
ered from all available sources, bj* 
observation and reading; and ar
ranged by consecutive thought. 
Paul's advice to Timothy to "study" 
should not be ignored by any 
preacher. When one neglects to 
study, he retrogrades. Study should 
be deep, thorough and systematic. 
Superficially skimming over a sub
ject is never satisfactory. 

Simply because a man has a gift 
of speech, and can talk fluently on 
Some familiar themes, is no reason 
why he should trust to the inspira
tion of the moment for an abund
ance of words, for in that case he 
might talk a long time without say
ing very much, and give his audi
ence nothing but a shower-bath of 
words. 

As the Lord told Jonah to preach 
the preaching that He gave him, so 
m i n i s t e r s should "preach the 
Word," for do what they will, they 
cannot find anything better. 

One necessary element in prepara
tion is prayer for the aid of the Holy 
Spirit, without which any effort, no 
matter how eloquent, will be noth

ing but sounding brass, and a tink
ling cymbal. 

The getting of knowledge is as 
important to the preacher as ac
quiring money is to the merchant. 
An abundant supply of diversified 
knowledge should be deposited in 
the bank of memory, so that there 
be no danger of intellectual bank
ruptcy. I t is also as important 
that the quality should be good, as 
that the quantity should be suffi
cient. Dr. Bellamy's advice to a 
student in regard to the composi
tion of a sermon was to fill up the 
cask; then when he tapped it, he 
would get a good stream: but if he 
put in little, it would only dribble. 

A preacher should remember that 
he is a shepherd, and should feed 
the sheep. When he enters the pul-
•pit he meets with anxious, hungry 
listeners, and therefore he should 
have food prepared for them or 
thej' will be apt to go away dis
satisfied. He should have both his 
head and his heart educated, and all 
his talents sharpened, polished and 
consecrated to God's service. 

Kan.'ias City. Mi.<isouri. 

What Is Wanted 
The Holy Spirit is able to make 

the Word as successful now as in 
the days of the Apostles. He can^ 
bring in by hundreds and thousands, 
as easily as by ones and twos. The 
reason why we are no more prosper
ous is, that we have not the Holy 
Spirit with us in might and power 
as in early times. If we had the 
Spirit sealing our ministry with 
power, it would signify very little 
about our talent. Men might be poor 

and uneducated; their words might 
be broken and ungrammatical; there 
might be none of the polished per
iods of Hall, or glorious thunders of 
Chalmers; but if the might of the 
Spirit attended them', the humblest 
evangelists would be more success
ful than the most learned of divines, 
or the most eloquent of preachers. 

I t is extraordinary grace, not tal
ent, that wins the day. I t is extra
ordinary spiritual power, not extra-
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ordinary mental power, that we 
need. Mental power may fill a 
chapel, but spiritual power fills the 
church; mental power may gather 
a congregation, spiritual power will 
save souls. We want spiritual 
power. 

O! we know some before whom we 
shrink into nothing as to talentj but 
who have no spiritual power; and 
when they speak they have not the 
Holy Spirit with them. But we 
know others—s i m p l e - h e a r t e d , 

worthy men, who speak their coun
try dialect, and who stand up to 
preach in their country-place, and 
the Spirit of God clothes every word 
with power. Hearts are broken, 
souls are saved, and sinners are born 
again. O Spirit of the living God! 
We want Thee. Thou are the life, 
the soul, the source of Thy people's 
success. Without Thee they can do 
nothing; with Thee [with whom is 
all power] they can do everything. 
—C. H. Spurgeon. 

iKeep Still 
Keep still! When trouble is 

brewing, keep still; when slander is 
getting on its l ^ s , keep still; when 
your feelings are hurt, keep still till 
you recover from your excitement, at 
any rate. Things look different" 
through an unagitated eye. In a com
motion once I wrote a letter and 
sent it, and wished I had not. In my 
later years I had another commo
tion and wrote a long letter; but 
life rubbed a little sense into me^ 
and I kept that letter in my pocket 
agaiust the day when I could look 
over it without agitation and with
out tears. I was glad I did. Less 
and less it seemed necessary to send 

it. I was not sure it would do any 
harm, but in my doubtfulness I 
leaned to reticence, and eventually 
it was destroyed. Time works won
ders. Wait till you can speak 
calmly and then you will not need 
to speak, maybe. Silence is the 
most massive thing conceivable 
sometimes. I t is strength in every 
grandeur. I t is like a regiment 
ordered to stand still in the mad 
fury of battle. To plunge in were 
twice as easy. The tongue has un
settled more ministers than small 
salaries ever did, or lack of abilitj-. 
"These things ought not so to be." 
—Burton's Yale Divinity Lectures. 

Why They Joined 

At one army post where a number 
of recruits were temporarily sta
tioned, an old sergeant was ordered 
to ascertain to what religious sect 
each man belonged, and to see that 
he joined the party told off for that 
particular form of worship. Some 
of the men had no liking for church, 
and declared themselves to be athe

ists. But the sergeant was a Scots
man and a man of no little experi
ence with men. 

"Ah, weel," said he, "then ye hae 
no need to kape holy the Sabbath, 
and the stables hae na been cleaned 
oot lately." And he ordered them 
to clean out the stables. This occu
pied practically the whole day, and 
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the men lost their usual Sunday af
ternoon's leave. Next Sunday a 
broad smile crept over the face of 

the sergeant when he heard that the 
atheists had joined the Chnreh of 
England.—The Argonaut. 

Sermon Outlines 

IMPOSSIBLE SILENCE 

"We cannot but speak the things 
which we have seen and heard.—Acts 
4 : 20: 

I . T H E R E IS AX IXWAHD NECESSITY 

W H I C H M.UCES S I L E N C E IMPOSSIBLE. 

"We cannot but speak," etc. 
1. A univei*sal impulse is begot

ten of any ju-ofound conviction or 
illuminatin<> liuth, especially as af
fecting moral and spiritual matters, 
which knocks a t the inner side of the 
door of the lips, demanding exit 
and free air and utterance. "We 
believe, and therefore speak," is an 
unusual sequence. 

The cause of a silent church is a 
defective conception of the gospel 
entrusted to it, of a feeble grasp of 
the same. And as our silence or in
difference is a symptom, so by re
action it is in turn the cause of a 
greater enfeeblement of our faith, 
and of a weaker grasp of the gospel. 

2. Besides the impulse which 
flows from the pos.session of the gos 
pel, there is an impulse which flows 
from that which is but another way 
of putting the same thing, the union 
with Jesus Christ, which is the re
sult of our faith in the gospel. If 
I am a Christian, I am, in a very 
profound and real sense, one with 
Jesus Christ, and have His Spirit 
for the life of my spirit. Under the 
impulse of His Spirit in our 
hearts, "We cannot but speak the 

things which we have seen and 
heard." 

I I . T H E R E IS A SPECIFIC COM-

M.\ND WHICH M A K E S SILENCE CRIM

INAL. 

The great commission—"Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature." " Ye shall 
l>e witnesses imto me * * * 
unto the uttermost part of the 
earth." This commandment which 
is laid upon Christian men sub
merges all . distinctions of race, 
speech, nationality- and color, and 
makes indifference and silence crim
inal. This commandment overrides 
everything else. "We cannot but 
speak," etc. 

I I I . T H E R E I S A BOND O F B R O T H E R 

H O O D WHICH M A K E S SILENCE UN

NATURAL. 

The inward impulse turns atten
tion to our own hearts. The 
definite command turns our eyes 
to the throne. The bond of brother
hood—that sends our thoughts out 
over the whole world. There is 
such a bond. Jesus Christ "by the 
grace of God tasted death for every 
man," and has brought all men into 
unity. He became our Brother to 
make us His brethren, and brethren 
to each other. Hence the responsi
bility is laid upon us by that very 
bond of brotherhood that we should 
carry whithersoever our influence 
may go the great message of the 
Elder Brother who makes us all 
one. 
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CONCLUSION. 

We are debtors. Let us put down 
the items: 

Debtors by a common brother
hood. 

Debtors by the possession of 
Christ for ourselves. 

Debtors by benefits received. 
Debtors by injuries inflicted. 
The debit side of the account is 

heavy. Let us try to discharge some 
portion of the debt in the manner 
in which the great apostle did, who 
after declaring himself a debtor to 
all classes of men, added, "So, as 
much as in me is, I am ready to 
preach the gospel." Abstracted 
With Slight Alterations from a Ser
mon by Alcrander Maclaren, D. D. 

U . 

T H E PLUMB-LINE. 

"Thus He shewed me: and. behold, 
the Liord stood upon â wall made by a 
plumbline, with a plumbline in His 
hand."—Amos 7: 7. 

The metaphors of Amos ax-e very 
forcible, though homely and simple. 
He was God-taught; or. as men say. 
self-taught. Let his vision come 
before us, as though we saw it our 
selves. What the Lord had done 
was according to rule: "He stood 
upon a wall made by a plumbline." 
His past dealings were just and 
true. The Lord continues to use 
the same infallible rule: Wherever 
H e ^ He has a. plumb-line in His 
hand. 

We shall treat the plumb-line as 
an emblem of truth and right. 

1 . A PLUMB-LINE IS USED IN 

BUILDING. 

In all that we build up all must 

act by the sure rule of righteous
ness. 

1. In God's building i t is so. 
He removes the old walls when 

tested by the plumb-line and found 
faultj-. Truth requires the removal 
of falsehood. 

He builds in truth and reality. 
Sincerity is essential. 

He builds in holiness and purity. 
He builds to perfection according 

to the rule of right. 
2. In our own life-building it 

should be so. 
Not haste, but truth should be 

our object. 
Not according to the eye of man, 

Imt according to fact. 
We should build by the Word; in 

God's sight; after Christ's example; 
by the Spirit; unto holiness. Only 
thus shall we be using the plumb-
iine. 

3. In our building of the church 
it should be so. 

Teaching the Scriptures only in 
all things. 

Preaching nothing but the gospel. 
Ikying .sinners low by the law, 

and exalting the grace of God. 
I.eading men to holiness and 

peace by the doctrines of truth. 
Exercising discipline that the 

church may be pure. 
I I . A PLUMB-LINE IS USED FOB 

TESTING. 

That which is out of upright is 
detected by the plumb-line, and so 
are men tested by the truth. 

1. We may use it— 
On the wall of self-righteousness, 

conceit, boasting, etc. 
On the wall of careless living. 
On the wall of trust iu cere

monials, etc. 
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upon 

their 
3. 
4. 

On the wall of reliance 
merely hearing the gospel. 

On the wall of every outward 
profession. 

2. God uses it on this life. He 
tests the hearts of men, and trie^ 

doings. 
He will use it at the last. 
Let us use it ou ourselves. Are 

we born again? Are we without 
faith, etc.? Are we without holi
ness? Or is the work of the Spirit 
to be seen in us? 

I I I . A PLUMB-LINE WILL BE USED 

FOR DE.STB0yiNG. 

Strict justice is the rule of God's 
dealing at the judgment-seat. The 
same rule will apply to all. 

1. Even the saved will be saved 
justly through our Lord Jesus. 

2. No one will be condemned 
who does not deserve it. There will 
be a trial, with witne.s.«ps. and 

pleadings, and an infallible Judge. 
3. Not a pain will be inflicted 

unjustly. Differences will be made. 
There will be strictest justice in 
each award. 

4. Bejectors of Christ will find 
their doom intolerable, because 
they, themselves, will be unahle to 
deny its justice. Luke 19:27. 

5. Since every sentence will be 
infallible, there will be no revision. 
So impartial aud just will be each 
verdict that it shall stand for ever. 
Matt. 25:46. 

Are we able to endure the test of 
the plumb-line of perfect truth? 
Suppose it to be used of God at 
this moment. Will it not be wisest 
to look to Jesus, that we may have 
Him for a foundation, and be built 
up in him?—Abridged from "My 
Sermon Notes;' by Rev. Charles H. 
Spurgeon. 

T k e Foreign Field 
Missionary Martyrs 

They have no place in storied page, 
Xo rest in marble shr ine ; 

They are past and gone with perished 
age. 

They dieil and "made no sign." 
But work shall find their wages yet. 
And deeds tha t their God did not forget. 

Done for their love Divine— 
These a r e their mourners, and these shall 

be 
The crown of their immortality. 

Oh, seek them not where sleep t h e dead,-
Ye shall not find their t r a c e ; 

No graven stone is a t their head, 
Xo green grass hides t he i r face. 

But sad and unseen in their silent 
grave— 

I t may be sand or deep sea wave, 
Or lonely desert place— 

For they need no prayers and no mourn
ing bell ; 

They were tombed in t rue heart.s tha t 
knew them well. 

They healed sick hearts till theirs were 
broken, 

And dried sad eyes till theirs lost 
sight ; 

We shall know at last by a certain 
token. 

How they fought and fell in the 
fight 

Salt t ears of sorrow unbeheld. 
Passionate cries unchronicled, 

And silent strifes for the right— 
Angels shall- count them, and the ear th 

shall sigh, 
Tha t she left her best children to batt le 

and die.—Sir Edicin Arnold. 
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The African Native as a Gospel Worker in South Africa 
Rev, J. P. Brodhead 

\ 

Can the African native be used 
to advantage in mission work 
among his own people? If so, 
under what conditions and to what 
extent? This most important ques
tion is increasingly agitating the 
minds of the Africa missionaries, 
and others interested in spreading 
the glorious gospel among the 
native peoples of that far-off con
tinent. 

We must answer the first part 
of this interrogation in the aflSrma-
tive. The native is a most neces
sary adjunct in the successful pros
ecution of gospel work. The con
tinent of Africa occupies the unique 
position of being the only really 
large pagan area, geographically, 
without a written language. China, 
India and Japan, more notably, have 
each their written forms of speech; 
and in these lands the native preacher 
and teacher is simply indispensible. 
He not only knows the customs, 
manners and habits of the people 
among whom he labors, but in the 
prevailing systems of education he 
has shax'ed with them in intellect
ual training. He is familiar and 
well acquainted with the religions 
dominating the minds of the people; 
with the superstitions and fears 
arising therefrom. As deeply and 
as ijitterly as they feel, and grope 
after a hope which is never theirs, 
so has he felt and groped in the 
darkness of his own life. In short, 
he is one of them, and knows life 
as they know it, in bitter heart ex
perience. 

But in some way his spiritual 

eyes were opened. Through the 
great mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ he was enabled to apprehend 
the voice of miercy, and peace and 
forgiveness found way to his heart. 
Then God called him to go and be 
His "witness." Mark i t ! His wit
ness! This, according to the first 
and second chapters of the Acts of 
the Apostles is the call of God to 
His ministering servants in this 
dispensation, "Ye shall be WIT
NESSES unto me." 

Thus the native preacher, saved 
by the gospel, his heart imbued with 
its love and inspired by its spirit, 
goes forth to meet the people in 
their life-environment. Now, from 
this time onward, he not only knows 
the need, but knows as well the only 
remedy. His harvest field is open 
before him. What faithfulness and 
heroisms have many times been dis
played therein! Take "Pasto^ 
Hsi" of China, and his work, for an 
example. What an advantage such 
a native must have over any "white" 
missionary, who has everything to 
leam. Language, customs, habits, 
beliefs, and many other difficult 
and perplexed questions must be 
successfully dealt with before he 
can be the success he should be, and 
wants to be. 

In Africa all the foregoing is 
even more true. The fears, super
stitions and evils of the people are 
just as far-reaching and as deep-
seated. With this condition exist
ing the missionary arrives on the 
scene. He would learn the native 
language, he would understand 
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their customs, manners and habits; 
he longs to apprehend what they 
believe and why they believe. In 
many such ways he w»ould prepare 
himself. He turns hopefully to his 
task and seeks books and literature 
upon the subject in hand. Imagine 
his dismay as he ascertains that bnt 
.very little help is to be obtained 
from this source! Not even a writ
ten form of speech is to be found, 
as emanating from the native mind. 
If anything is to be evolved from 
the appalling darkness of African 
heathenism, it mu.st come through 
the missionary. So, instead of find
ing many helps, he has additional 
burdens thrust upon him. The 
jargon of sounds coming from the 
lips of the natives all around him, 
many of which are unexplainable 
and indescribable, must be reduced 
to some written form; so naturally 
he turns to the letters of his own 
alphabet. 

You know the sound cloth makes 
as it is swiftly and deftly torn by 
the hands of the salesman. Would 
you think you could pronounce that 
sound by such a grouping together 
of letters as "h-x-e-b-u-1-a ?" Yet 
there i t is in Zulu, but to describe i t 
on paper is impossible. 

Over just such difficulties, and 
others, has the missionary labored 
in South Africa. At the present 
day some literature helpful to the 
newer missionary is to be found, 
but the quantity ".is yet very small. 
But the missionary labors on, and 
is by no means discouraged. God 
reigns, and the reward for "faith
ful" service is sure. He studies, 
works with his hands, teaches and 
preaches, and at times is encour

aged by a measure of divine bless
ing. 

Much of the time progress, how
ever, seems slow. His task, as he 
stands single-handed and alone, is 
trying. Then a change comes, like 
a refreshing cooling rain after a hot 
day in summer. The call of God 
comes to some one, a converted 
man, to "witness." Of books he 
knows nothing. To write is- much 
harder than plowing; in fact, it is 
impossible to him. But he knows 
the people and their need; and by 
his own bitter experience, and de
liverance therefrom, he knows the 
remedy. Some broken pieces of 
Scripture come to his mind and 
burn in his heart. He knows how 
to pray, and he goes forth. To his 
own people he is as a lighthouse on 
a rock-bound coast, or a rescue 
party sent to deliver. 

What is the result? Spiritual 
prosperity bursts forth. At the 
same time he persistently, yet 
laboriously, learns to read and 
write. "What ridiculous things 
those marks are, anyway, which 
the missionary puts on paper! The 
paper itself is strange! I can't un
derstand; but my missionary says 
"It 's so, so I believe it." 

Thus he reasons in his mind, and 
the perspiration streams down his 
face, as, full-grown man that he is, 
he .stumbles along. Such was 
Mpolosa, a man of forty years of 
age, before he ever held a book in 
his hand. Others of his own people 
might go to the beer drinks, but he 
would go to his books. So also was 
Hulumene, another "noted" Zulu 
preacher. How many might be 
spoken of! 
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The question of "under what con
ditions" has already been measur
ably dealt with. "Conditions," with 
the missionary and his ^v«rk, a imfi j 
demand oatside help. l%e native, 
as teacher and preacher, furnishes 
a large measure of the help re
quired. 

The matter of "to what extent," 
in its working-out to a practical 
conclusion, continues yet in the 
formative stage; or, it might be bet
ter said that different mission so
cieties laboring in South Africa are 
not uniform in the degree of im
portance they attach to the help of 
the native, and his place in the 
work, some using him more freely 
than others, and some depending 
more fully upon him than others. 

Some points of experience, how
ever, have already been arrived at 
over which, in their certainty, 
there can be no conflict of opinion. 
Chief among these is the fact that 
the native must be overseen and di
rected in his labors, by some mind 
other than his own. He can be used 
to execute, but cannot on the whole, 
initiate. Hence the need, primar
ily, that the missionary be a per
son of forethought, and able to plan. 
The missionary is the leader. 

The power of example goes a long 
way also, on the part of the mis
sionary, in pushing the native out 
in his work. 

Further, in the matter of control 
over the native by the missionary, 

it goes without saying, almost, that 
this must be of tbe r i ^ t Jdnd. I t 
does not do for the missionary 
amply to issue his orders, then ex
pect the native to .carry them out 
without any measure of investiga
tion on the part of the missionary 
as to the outcome. He must be on 
hand to see that the plans given are 
followed out correctly; and by wise 
and judicious control "lead" and 
not "drive" his native helpers. 

Many missionaries fail right here. 
As a result "wheels" of the work 
become clogged, dearth instead of 
prosperity abounds, discouragement 
comes in, and at times the native 
preacher "falls by the wayside;" 
and the unwise missionary throws 
upon him the blame of the whole. 
Whereas, many times, had the nec
essary "something" been forthcom
ing, from the missionary, whatever 
i t may have been, in his control 
over and care for his native helper, 
failure probably would have been 
averted. His failure permitted, if 
not caused, his native to fail. 

Hence we say then: Use the 
native, and use him freely. He is 
not the whole of it by any means, 
but he" has his most important 
place. Place responsibility upon 
him as he is able to bear, lead and 
direct him aright in his work, and 
divine blessing MUST come upon 
united effort thus exerted, to the 
salvation of many. 

Franklin, Pennsylvania. 

How You May Help 
Several years ago some young Africa. Their mother asked: 

children read in their missionary "Would you not like to pray for 
magazine of five little girls in them?" "Let us choose one," they 
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answered. So they chose one name, 
"Mgomba." 

They did not forget Mgomba. 
Night after night they asked God 
to help her to be good. Years 
pas.sed. One day a missionary from 
Africa came to their house. "Do 
you know anything about Mgomba?" 
they asked. 

"Mgomba! why. what do jou 
know about her?" They told her 
how thej- had read about her in 
their little magazine, and had 
prayed for her so long; and whaf a 
wonderful storv she had to tell! 

Mgomba had been a scholar iu 
this lady's school. She had been 
disobedient and careless. She would 
not even try to leam or to piiBase 
them. But a great change came in 
her life. 

"Oh, when was that?" asked the 
girls, for they were no longer chil
dren. The missionary remembered 
the very month, and—^yes, tbat was 
the very time—\t was when they be
gan to pray for her! Mgomba be
came a happy Christian, and now 
she is teaching her people about 
God.—Unknown. 

Experience 
G i d e o n O u s e l e y 

Miss Adella P. Carpenter 

Gideon Ouseley was one of the band 
of noble, godly men, who in the time of 
Wesley laljored with unquenchable zeal 
for the salvation of men. 

He was born iu the town of Dunmore, 
Galway. Ireland, iu 17C2. He received 
a good education, classical and mathe
matical,' and as a young man was bold, 
generous, liberty-loving. 

He was converted In 1791 through the 
agency of Methodist preachers who vis
ited his native town; and three months 
later, to use his own words, "The great 
I'rince wjio sits u[>on the throne said. 
'Behold, I make all things' new!' " 

Very soon he felt the call of God to 
I)reaeh the gospel to his countrymen. 
The story is familiar. He pleaded,— 
'•Lord, I am a iKJor, ignorant country
man; how can I go? Oh, I/ord God, be
hold, I cannot speak: for I am a child." 
Then it would rush into his mind, "Do 
you not know the disease?" "O yes, 
Ix)rd. I do." "Aiid do you not know the 
cure?" "O yes, glory be to Thy name! 
I do." "Then go and tell them of the 
disease and the cure." "So then with 
only these two things," he would say, 

"the knowledge of the disease, and the 
knowledge of the cure, I went forth." 

Knowing his countrymen as be did he 
was eminently adapted to work among 
them. He preached to all, in public con
gregations and by the wayside, some
times with great acceptability, and often 
with i)ersecution. 

His first sermon was preached at- a 
funeral. "He was accustomed to attend 
wake-houses or places where the corpse 
lay; here he would mingle with the 
crowds, and while the priest read the 
prayers iu Latin, not one word of wlilch 
the people could understand, he would 
translate every part that was good into 
Irish, and then address the whole a.s-
sembly on their eternal interests: preach 
to them Jesus, and salvation in His 
name." 

"One day he rode up to a house where 
the priest was celebrating mass; the 
large assembly were on their knees. Mr. 
Ouseley knelt with them, and translating 
into Jrish every word that would bear a 
Scriptural construction, he audibly re
peated it, adding, 'Listen to tha t ' They 
were all deeply affected. The priest was 
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thunder-struck. Service being ended, Mr. 
Ouseley and the congregation rose to 
their feet; he then delivered an exhorta
tion on the need of having their peace 
made with God, by faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. When he had c-oucludetl 
and rode away they cried out to the 
priest, 'Father, who was that?' 'I don't 
know,' replied the priest, 'he is not a man 
at all, he is an angel, no man could do 
what he has done.'" 

Mr. Ouseley taught publicly, but he 
was also constantly alert to exhort and 
instruct individuals whom he met He 
was unique in his manner of approach
ing men. "Coming up one fine summer's 
day, with a number of men cutting peat 
he said, 'What are you doing, boys?' 'We 
are cutting turf.' they answered. '.Sure/ 
returned Mr. Ouseley, 'you don't require 
them this fine weather!' 'No, sir,' they 
answered, 'we don't want them now, but 
will want them in the cold days of win
ter out here, and in the long nights!' 'And. 
ye fools,' said he, 'won't it be time enough 
to cut them when ye want them? Let 
winter provide for itself.' 'O, sir,' they 
answered again, 'it would be too late 
then.' The moral was soon understood, 
and the need ot the present salvation 
urged upon thein. 

Mr. Ouseley _ knew so well the errors 
of the Bomish church that he was able 
often to put to silence the arguments 
brought forward by its priests or mem-
l)ers. To one .he said. "Pld uot your 
blessed Lord eat of the bread, and drink 
of that cup after its consecration?" He 
was answered, "Yes." "And do you 
think that he ate himself?" said Mr. 
Ouseley. "I believe he did," said his op-
I»nent. Then said Mr. Ouseley, "His 
own head was in his own mouth, as were 
his feet and his whole body, and so a 
part is greater than the whole." The 
men present laughed and the man argu
ing with him was confounded. 

He was appointed by the Wesleyan 
Conference of 1797, not as a pastor, but 
as a missionary to Ireland. His work 
was greatly blessed of God. as he 
traveled through the length and breadth 
of his native land. So much of the 
Spirit's presence attended his preaching 

that both Papists as well as those out-
-side of any church were saved In great 
numliers. 

A man was converted on the battle
field of Waterloo, amid the fearful carnage 
of that terrible day,, who testified after
ward that it w:!s the truth he received 
through one of Mr. Ouseley's sermons, 
that came to hi.s- mind, and helped him to 
find God, in his hour of dire necessity. 

When a companion was wanted, in 
18i;{. for Dr. Coke who was going to 
India, Mr; Ouseley with tears, begged to 
be permitted to accompany him; but the 
conference wisely decided that he could 
nol^be spared from the work in Ireland. 

At times he would visit his own home 
not longer than a week in six months; if 
be were ill, he would remark, "This, 
also, I am iiersuaded, will he followed 
with good; for now. thank (Jod, I can 
take my pen, and niy beart Is inditing a 
good matter." If too sick to use a pen 
himself, he sometimes employed another 
to write for him. 

His own writings were much used of 
<}od-in refuting the errors of the Bomish 
church. 

Again and again he suffered persecu
tion, mobs attackeii him, and he suffered 
Injury in his efforts for their good. 

He says of himself, "I have always 
been of the opinion that if I would do good 
to the Roman Catholics, as I speak the 
Irish tongue so much, there is no better 
plan for me than to travel through the 
kingdom as extensively as possible and 
to preach all I can, without and within. 
Thus I come to them unexijectedly, and 
they hear qnietly, before the priests can. 
have time to warn them." He preached 
three and four times a day, often in the 
fields and market places. 

He was possessed of great bodily vlgoi, 
and was spared to labor in the ministry 
for fortj- years. It was his habit to go 
from his knees to his pulpit, and the 
unction that attended his ministrations, 
resulting in the salvation of thousands 
of souls, was doubtless the result of his 
close walk with God and of his strong 
faith in Him. Such a "life is a heritage 
to the church throughout succeeding ages. 

North Chili, New York. 
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Our Y< 'ur I oung People 
How a Young Man May Make a Qean Record 

By the Editor 

A great and wise king onee ralseo 
the question, "Wherewithal shall a young 
man cleanse his way?" That Is, how 
shall he keep himself from the corrup
tion of life that is all about him, and 
make a clean record for himself? 

Having raised this important question, 
that same great and wise king at once 
answered it on this wise: "By taking 
beed thereto according to Thy Word." 
(Psalm 119:9). No better answer could 
possibly be given—no wiser, better rule 
of life proposed. 

The Bible is an infallible guide to 
right conduct Infidels have declared it 
to be "A polluted collection of writings," 
but our reply to this charge is, "Go 
through all the centuries since the oldest 
parts of it were written, and search with 
all diligence, for an instance In which 
any man, old or young, was ever made 
ijorrupt, dishonest, or uncleau from ad
hering closely to the teachings of this 
Book, aud j-ou will fail to find i t ; while 
it is .a fact, everywhere known, that mil
lions ha-ve been turned from the most 
pcofiigate course to lives of uprightness, 
purity and usefulness by listening to its 
counsels and following its dictates. If 
it be correct tbat "a tree is known by its 
fruit." the application of this principle 
to the Holy Scriptures reveals the fact 
that the Bible cannot be, as has been 
charged, "a polluted collection of writ
ings," but, must be a foiintain of truth 
and purity. 

David, the king, . recommends God's 
Word as particularly adapted to enabling 
"a young man [to] cleanse his way." 
The flush of early manhood, when full of 
animal spirits, when the fires of passion 
bum hotly, and when knowledge is lim
ited and experience wanting, is the most 
'critical period of a man's life—the time 
in which one is most likely to fall into 
those errors and to form those associa
tions and habits which will prove a life

long and perhaps, an eternal curse. In 
such a crisis every j-oung man needs in
struction, guidance, counsel, correction 
and discipline, such as the Word of God 
alone can givd liiiB. Hence, if he would 
get right, keep rigfit, and thus make a 
clean record for himself, the young man 
should ''take heed thereto according to 
[God's] Word." 

"Young man, the Bible must be your 
chart," says Mr. Spurgeon, "and you 
must exercise great watchfulness that 
your way may be ac-cording to • its direc
tions. You must take beed»fo-your daily 
life as well as study your Bible, and you* 
must study your Bible that you may take 
heed to your daily life. With the great
est care a man will go astr.ny if his naap 
misleads him; but with the most accurate 
map he will still lose his road if he does 
not take heed to it. The narrow way 
was never hit upon by chance, neither 
did any heedless man ever lead a holy 
life. We can sin without thought we 
have only to n^lect the great salvation 
to min our souls; but to obey-the Lord 
and walk uprightly "will need all our 
beart and soul and mind. Let the cars-
less remember tbis." 

For the Word of Qod to be of any ben
efit to us in the way of correcting our 
lives and making ns noble and useful 
and holy, its contents must be hidden in 
oiu" hearts. The Psalmist said, "Thy 
word have I hid in my heart, that I 
might not sin against Thee" (Verse 11). 
Scanning the Word, or merely hearing 
i t will not suffice. "He that received seed 
into the good ground," according to the 
parable of the sower, "is he that heareth 
the Word, and understandeth it; which 
also beareth fruit and bringeth forth, 
some an hundredfold, some sixty, and 
some thirty" (Matt 13:23). The Word 
mnst be received into the understanding 
and the affection in order to bear fnrit 
in the life. I t is discreditable to young 
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men, aud to young women also, to be 
ignorant of the Bible in this enlightened 
age; yet such is the case'with thousands, 
even of those who have been reared in 
Christian homes. 

Young friends, let us study our BiUes, 
No nobler work can occupy our time and 
attention. No other work will more 

abundantly repay us for our efforts 
through the coming years. Concerning 
God's Word it is written, "When thou 
goest, it shall lead thee; when thou 
sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when 
thou awakest, it shall talk with thee" 
(Prov, 6:22). "I have remembered Thy 
name * • and have kept Thy Word." 

The Story of a Gold Eagle 

The sonl that casts its burden upon 
the Lord will be sustained, even though 
the billows may seem ready to over
whelm i t If the burden is not taken 
away, strength will be given suflieient 
to sustain ' i t The following story, 
though old, is yet a good illustration of 
this truth: 

A good 'nuiny years ago a merchant 
missed from his cash drawer a gold 
eagle. No one had been to tbe drawer, 
tt was proved, except a young clerk 
whose name was Weston. The merchant 
had sent him there to make change for 
a customer, and the next time the drawer 
was opened the gold eagle had disap
peared. Naturally, Weston was sus
pected of having stolen it, and more es= 
pecially as he-appeared a few days after 
the occurrence in a new suit of clothes. 
Being asked where he had bought the 
clothes be gave the name of the tailor 
without hesitation; and the merchant,' 
going privately to make inquires, dis
covered that Weston had paid for the 
suit with a twenty-dollar gold piece. 

That afternoon the young clerk was 
called into the merchant's private room 
and charged with the theft 

" I t is useless to deny it," the mer
chant said. "You have betrayed yoiu--
self with those new clothes, and now 
the only thing that yon can do is to 
make a full confession of your fault" 

Weston listened with amazement; he 
could hardly believe at first that such an 
accusation could be brought against him, 
but when he saw that his employer was 
in earnest he denied it Indignantly, and 
declared that the money he had spent 
for the clothes was his own. given him 
as a Christmas gift a year ago. The 

merchant sneered at such an explana
tion, and asked for the proof. 

"Who was the person that gave it to 
you? Produce him," he demanded. 

"It was a lady," answered Weston, 
"and I can't produce her, for she died 
last spring. I can tell you her name." 

"Can you bring me anybody that saw 
her give you the money or knew of your 
having it?" asked the merchant. 

"No, I can't do that." Weston had to 
answer. "I never told any one about 
the gift, for she did not wish me to. 
But I have a letter from her somewhere, 
if I haven't lost it, that she sent with 
the money, and in which she speaks of 
i t " 

"I dare say you have lost it." the mer
chant sneered. "When you have found 
it, sir, you can bring It to me, and then 
I will believe your story." 

Weston went home with a; heavy heart 
He had no idea where the letter was; he 
could not be sure that he had not de
stroyed it; and yet unless he could pro
duce it his character was rained, for be 
saw that the merchant was fully con
vinced of his guilt, and appearances, in
deed, were sadly against him. He went 
to work, however, in the right way. He 
knelt down and prayed to God for help 
to prove that he was innocent, and then 
he began to overhaul the contents of Ills 
desk and trunk* and closet 

He kept his papers neatly, and It did 
not take long to see that the letter was 
not among them. He sat down with a 
sense of de^air when he was convinced 
of this. What else could he do? Noth
ing, but pray again for help and guidance 
and strength to endure whatever trouble 
God might choose to send upon him. 
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"When I rose from my knees," he said, 
telling the story years afterward, "I 
happened to catch my foot in an old rug 
that I had nailed down to the carpet 
because it was always curling at the 
edges. The nail at the comer had come 
out, and stooping down to straighten the 
rug I saw a bit of pap«»r peeping out I 
pulled it from its hiding place, and it 
was the letter. , 

"How It got there I don't know. The 
fact that I had found it was enough for 
me, and if I hadn't gone on my knees 

again to give thanks for such a deliver
ance I should be ashamed to tell you the 
story now. 

"I brought the letter to my employer. 
It proved my innocence, and he apolo
gized. A month afterward the gold piece 
was found in Mr. Finch's overcoat 
pocket He had never put it in the cash 
drawer at all, though he thought he had. 
He raised my salary on the spot to pay 
for his unjust suspicions; and I have 
never yet repented of trusting th& Lord 
in my trouble."—The Christian. 

My Mother 
Bright-eyed she was, bright smiling and 

bright souled, 
A never-failing zest of life she had. 
Which lightened every care, and kept 

her glad. 
Time-crowned with silver, never was she 

oia. 
Never to tanman interests deaf nor cold. 
We may not mourn her, now as angels 

clad. 
Whose pilgrim way was seldom dark or 

sad; 

For her, soft tears and chimes, not long 
knells tolled! 

Still dwells her spirit, intimate and 
near. 

Among our griefs, our old perplexities. 
Making for memory a garden place. 
With rosemary, not rue, kept green and 

dear. 
The quiet pattis all bordered with hearts

ease. 
One steadfast star for storm, for night— 

her face.—Lulu Whedon Mitchell. 

Why He Lost His Friends 
He was always wounding their feel

ings, making sarcastic or funny remarks 
at their expense. 

He was cold and reserved in his man
ner, cranky, gloomy, pessimistic. 

He was suspicious of everybody. 
He never threw the doors of his heart 

wide open to people, or took them into 
his confidence. 

He was always ready to receive assist
ance from his friends, but always too 
busy or too stingy to assist them in their 
time of need. 

He regarded friendship as a luxury to 
be enjoyed, instead of an opportimlty for 
service. 

He never learned that impUcit, gener
ous trust is the very foundation stone of 
friendship. 

He never thought it worth while to 
spend time in keeping up his friendships. 

He did not realize that friendship wi'l 
not thrive on sentiment alone; that there 
must be service to nourish it. 

He did not know the value of thought-
fulness in little things. 

He borrowed money from them. 
He never hesitated to sacrifice their 

reputation for his advantage. 
He was always saying mean things 

about them in their absence.—Success 
Magazine. 

Shingles from a Tree Eleven Hundred Years Old 
A lumber company at Buckley, Wash

ington, recently sent out a number of 
souvenir shingles that were cut from a 
tree 1100 years old. Scattered through 

the forests of Washington are gigantic 
cedar trees that fell untold ages ago and 
have laid buried In moss and decaying 
vegetation for generations. The mos-s 
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upon these fallen monarchs has provided 
lodgment for seeds of other trees, and 
they have sprouted, taken root and 
grown. 

The tree from which the shingles were 
cut is lying on the ground, while on top 
of it is the stump of anotber giant tree. 

The prostrate tnmk has 350 rings, 
which fact denotes that It was 350 years 
old when It fell. The stump of the tree 
which grew over it has 750 rings, and 
as this could not have started to grow 
until some time after the first fell, it Is 
practically certain that it was thriving 
in A. D. SOO, which was 700 yeai-s be
fore the discovery of America, and 300 
years before William the Conqueror was 
crowned King of England. This tree 
grew, fell, and was lying covered with 
moss during the time of the third 
crusade, and near^ 3(X) years before the 
burning of Joan or Arc.—Popular Me
chanics. 

Publisher's Note 
The editor. Bishop Wilson T. Hogue, 

was stricken with paralysis at Fair-
mount, Indiana, on July 6th. His whole 
right side is affected, but there is a 
slight improvement in his condition at 
this writing (the 23d instant). He had 
sent in the matter for this number of 
the magazine three days before his at
tack. We ask the earnest prayers of our 
readers that be may be restored to 
health., W. B. EOSE. 

The conferences and camp-meetings to 
be held during the months of August and 
September present an opportvmity scarcely 
found at any other season of the year for 
securing subscriptions to THE EABNEST 
CHBISTIAX. 

Please bear In mind that when you 
send us five names with five dollars you 
are entitled to a copy for one year free, 
which you may have sent to yourself, 
or to the address of a friend. 

This will afford those who are now 
ftubseribers an opportunity to secure a 
new list and provide tbe best of religious 
reading for a friend for an entire year. 

Do not let one of these public gather

ings go by without having THE EABNEST 
CHRISTIAN presented. If no one seems to 
be particularly interested ask for the 
privilege of introducing the magazine 
yourself. Quite often a matter of this 
kind is passed l).v for the simple reason 
that no one in particular is appointed 
to look after i t You are especially com
missioned to do this work. 

IHie publisher is prepared to furnish 
specimen copies and blanks for canvass
ing purposes to any ^who will apply for 
them. All subscriptions will date from 
July 1, and tbe July number will be sent 
to all beginning la t* . 

W. B. EOSE. 
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Something calculated to awakeu iutereet in lUssion Work is 

MISSIONARY SERMONETTES 

A booklet containing 100 beautifolly colored mottoes, 3x5j^ inchea, 
which are detachable from the cover and are to be used iu the way of en-
cloauies when writing letten to friends. -

These passages are gleaned from the Bible and from the writings of 
noted workers. Try one booklet. 

Price, postage paid, 15 Cents 

Address W. B. BOSE, 14 N. May St., Chicago, Illinois. 

n n 
A N E W BOOK ON INDIA 

Echoes From Bharatkhand 
By EENEST F. WABD 

With additional chapters by 
PHEBE E. WAED 

Introduction by BISHOP W. A. SEI-LEW 

Mr. and Mrs. Ward have been actively engaged in missionary work in 
India for over twenty-flve years, and they are thoroughly couyeisant with 
tbe different phases of India life, and with the customs, history and tra
ditions of that wonderful land. 

Tbe book also contains twenty-four superb half-tone eng^axings, 
with map of Central Provinces. 

One hundred seventy-four pages, printed on egg-shell paper, and sub
stantially bound in cloth with colored side and back dies.. 

PRICE, - 75 CENTS. 

Address W. B. BOSE, 14 North May Street, Chicago, Illinois. 



»0»0»>0>< 
^S'-

Hymns That Are Immortal 
With Some Acceinit of their Aathorsbip, Origin, 

History and Influence 

BY WILSON T. HOGUE. PH. D. 

I 

S^ce wis pemit of oaly a fracHoa of tke {ood fklscs said of tUs Beoic 
A. L. Whitcomb, Ex-President Greenville College: "It is a splendid 

book to have beside your Bible upon tbe table at yonr moming and evening 
devotions." 

Eev. W. W. Loomis: "I have never found anything that gave me as 
much interesting information about the authors, or as wise an estimate of 
tbe value of the hymns as your book." 

Bev. P. T, T^g , D. D., editor of the Methodist Protestant, says: "In 
this day of jingling music and doggerel hymns there is an unusual timeliness 
in the production and publication of such a book as this, aud the author has 
proven himself particularly fitted for the task." 

Eev. A. T. JenninRs, editor of the Wesleyan Methodtet, speaks of the 
book as follows: "It is devout and sincere in every line. The type of spirit
uality is of tbe purest kind. The mind is refrMhed In reading itr pages, and 
there is a special sense of a deeper and more gracious purity of tfa,onght and 
purpose. I t will be a joy to us to know that this book has a wide circula
tion." 

Christian Conservator: "The book is worthy of a place in «very libra
ry-" 

The iici.giuiia Telescope: "The author has done well, he has shown 
much study, and has written the book with a pen that commands our res
pect." 

Fine cloth, binding, goia siae ana Bacti siau:; 
iirustrations of prominent hymn writers and 
pboto-engiaving of the author as frontispiece 
pages, prmted upon super-calendered paper. 

• - ^ 

MCE, : -.ONE DOLLAR 

Address W. B. EOSB, U KorthMay Street, Chicago, 
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