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"Christ also loved the church, and 
grave himself for i t : that he might 
sanctify and cleanse it with the wash
ing of water by the word, that be 
might present it to himself a glorious 
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, 
or any such thing ; but that it should 
be holy and without blemish."—Eph. 
5:25-27-

A MOST comprehensive statement 
of Christ 's purpose and desire ; 

a revelation of the depth of that 
desire we have in these words : 

" H e loved the c h u r c h . " 
" H e gave himself for i t . " 
" T h a t he might sanctify and 

cleanse i t . " 
" T h a t he might present it to 

himself a glorious church , " iu thaf. 
" I t should not have spot or wrin

kle, or any such t h i n g , " b u t : 
" I t should be holy and without 

b lemish." 
A high ideal? Yes! the high

est ideal. None other would be 
worthy a divine Saviour. This and 
this alone would attest the Divinity 
of the Saviour. If Christ be the 
very Son of God, if the work of re
demption be the work of God, there 
must be a complete overthrow of 
t h e power of Satan ; t hus only can 
the t r iumph of Divine love over 

the power of sin be complete. A 
Divine Saviour renders man's res
toration to holiness a necessitated 
result. Thus only is His divinity 
proven. If than is fallen so low 
that God can not restore him t o 
righteousness then is sin mightier 
than grace, and Satan tr iumphs. 
But such is not the case. " H e l p 
is laid on one that is mighty to 
save ." T h e salvation provided is 
full, complete. It is the result of 
almighty power made manifest on 
the domain of the soul. God is a s 
mighty iu the realm of morals as in 
the realm of matter. T h e heavens 
declare the glory of God, so also d o 
the souls redeemed and made 'white 
through the blood of the Lamb. 

CHRIST LOVES HIS OWN. 

Let us settle this point once for 
all, beloved. You may be in t rouble , 
in sore and grievous distress ; it m a y 
seem to you that God has forsaken 
you, that your prayer rebounds 
upon your own head ; but do you. 
not remember that He said, " i a 
the world you shall have tribula
tion, but be of good cheer ." H e 
added, "for I have overcome the 
wor ld ." Read Hebrews 12:3-10. 
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Then recall the words written for 
your soul 's comfort and s t rength : 
" A l l things work together for good 
to them that love God . "—Rom. 
8:28. So amid briars and thorns 
we can pluck luscious fruits, even 
though we are scratched and torn. 

Yes! His love is over j 'ou in 
every trial, in every distress. "God 
is not within twenty miles of this 
p lace ," wrote the young preacher 
from a discouraging appointment. 
T h e reply was : "God is just over 
y o n . " Look up! So H e is hov- . 
c r ing over you and watching you 
witTi tender care. 

H i s love is such that " H e gave 
himself for y o u . " H e ever wills 
that you too should be sanctified, 
cleansed by the power in Him.. The 
love of Christ is such that He 
would share of His best with those 
H e loves. Divinity, shar ing with 
hnmaBity, this is what H e desired, 
••^man made holy by power divine. ' ' 

CHRIST SHARES VaTH MEN. 

H e gave Himself that H e might 
sanctify and cleanse His church. 
A pure, clean church is made .up 
of pure clean souls who are in fel
lowship with God and with one 
another. Too often we lose sight 
of the human aspect of this work 
of grace. H o w many professed 
holiness bodies and even teachers . 
of holiness have been and are es
tranged even to the point of non-
recognition. No fellowship, 3'et 
preachers of holiness! 

" I f we walk in the light, as he is 
in the l ight , we have fellowship 
one with another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us 

from all s i n . " — i John 1:7. T h e 
first effect here mentioned is in the 
manward aspect, fellowship. "Fo l 
low peace with all men, and holi
ness without which no man shall 
see the Lord . " Here too the man-
ward aspect of duty is first pre
sented. W h y ? Because the hu
man eye sees first the human pres
ence. " I f a man love not his 
brotber whom he ha th seen, how 
can he love God whom he ha th not 
seen ." The apostolic interrogation 
remains unanswered through the 
ages, and still he asks, "how can 
he love G o d ? " "Leave there thy 
gift, before the altar, and go thy 
way ; first be reconciled to thy 
brother, and then come and offer 
thy gi f t . "—Matt . 5:24. From the 
very altar of God, go to seek thy 
brother. We look to the skies in 
worship in vain, except we have 
seen our brother here on earth and 
recognized his claim. If Christ 
died for him also, it will not do for 
you or me to ignore hinl. 

MEET M.\N IN HIS NEEDS. *• 

We mus tmee t the man for whom 
Christ died in his. need. His neW 
for help, material help, must be 
met. "Bu t whoso ha th this world 's 
good, and seeth his brother have 
need, and shut te th up his bowels of 
compassion from him, how dwelletb 
the love of God in Him ? My little 
children, let us not love in word, 
neither in tongue, but in deed and 
in t r u t h . " — i John 3:17, 18. 

H e must be met in his tr ials . 
"Bear ye one another ' s burdens, 
and so fulfil the law of Chr is t . " 

H e must be met in his need for 
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"human sympathy. "Pure religion 
and undefiled before God and the 
T'ather is this : to visit the, father
less and widows in their affliction, 
-and to keep himself unspotted from 
the world."—^James 1:27. "Little 
children, love one another." 

A religion without love is not of 
•God. The man who has the spirit 
•of Christ has a heart to love. Did 
H e not say, " thy neighbor as thy
self?" Here comes the test. This 
self-denial love can not be counter
feited. Herein is the essence of the 
matter: "Love is of God, and 
.everyone that loveth is bom of 
God, and knoweth God."—i John 
4:7-

THE BEGINNING. 

When is this work of sanctifying, 
of cleansing, of making holy be
gun ? When a soul is born of God, 
when he becomes a partaker of the 
divine nature, a child of God. 
Then they do, most grievously, err 
that teach that none ^are saved ex-
-cept they have the blessing of en
tire sanctification. The work of 
"holiness is so far begun in every 
one born of the Spirit that salvation 
is assured to him. But having the 
-nature of God, implanted by the 
Holy Spirit, he will want God, the 
Holy Spirit to dwell within con
tinually and to have fidl sway over 
his whole being. Being of God, 
he will want God. So shall he 
come to be the dwelling place of 
the Holy Spirit, and so be sanctified 
wholly. 

THE COMPLETION. 

When shall the work of transfor
mation begun on earth be completed? 

The apostle Jfdin writes : ' ' Beloved, 
now are we the sons of God, and it 
doth not appear what we shall be : 
but we know that, when he shall 
appear, we shall be like Him ; for 
we shall see him as he is."—i John 
3:2. Divine likeness will result 
from contemplation of the Divine 
One. What it all means, we know 
not, but above all, we are confident 
that the glory of God's completed 
salvation of humanity. His work 
in the spiritual realm will far ex
ceed the glory of His work in 
world creation of which it is 
written, "God saw that it was 
good."' 

WORK WITH CHRIST. 

Surely if we are of Christ we will 
be workers with Him in this great 
work of soul transformation. We 
can do this, first, by submitting our 
selves to God, put ourselves deliber
ately under His rule, His care, ac
cept what comes as His will. It 
may be hard for the present, but it 
may be made God's discipline for 
you. If we are of God, surely we 
will have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness. We 
will gladly separate ourselves from 
every thing that is not of Christ, 
that we may be separated unto 
Christ. We shall be found work
ing with Him. 

The soul rejoicing in Christ finds 
its holiness, its all in Christ. "Ye 
are complete in h im;" and apart 
from Him, we are nothing. March 
on! Oh! my soul to know thy 
God who is the fulness of love, 
who would make thee in His own 
spiritual likeness. 
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®Ii« ^ 0 v l d We give ^n . 
H . F R A N K L I N H I L L . — N O . 2 . 

T H E O R D E R O F C R E A T I O N . 

MA N was the objective point 
toward which all creation 

tended ; and in the process of His 
igreat work, the Almighty seems to 
have observed a uniform method of 
procedure. " O r d e r is heaven's 
first l a w ; " so beginning with the 
very first principles of things, the 
purpose of the Creator is unfolded 
s tep by step, in the most regular se
quence, until the climax is reached ; 
then H e ceased from His labors and 
pronounced the work "very good." 
(Gen . 1:31.) 

Hence after He had made chaos, 
it was by a gradual succession of 
progressive touches that the frame
work of the world at length began 
to appear. I t was evidently by 
no hasty process, for " t h e spirit of 
God brooded over the face of the 
wa te r s , " or as it is translated, 
"moved upon the face of the 
wa te r s—" the thought being, as 
translated by some, that while He 
brooded over them. H e al.so stirred 
them up, as the eagle stirreth up 
her nest. So though the work pro
gressed steadily it did not always 
progress quietly. Many a knead
ing process was requi red; and it 
took long ages of settl ing and ad
hesion, and of cataclysm and up
heaval before the world began to 
have sufficient backbone to become 
a stable habitation. 

I t is not our purpose to dilate on 
the doings of each of these wonder

f u l days, but merely to note the 

steady progress of the Crea tor ' s 
work toward the object for which 
it was begun. I t seems that as^ 
soon as one stage of the Almighty's-
plan drew near completion another 
s tage of the progression was imme
diately begun ; and that as soon a& 
the islands and continent began t a 
appear above the surface, vegetable 
life b-gan immediately, by the fiat 
of Jehovah, to spread itself over t h e 
ground. This was on the evening 
of the third day, pr ra ther the 
evening of that great, third period 
or day of creation which Moses saw 
in vision. For Moses, the servant 
of the Most High , was gifted with 
vision, both prophetic and retro
spective, and God spoke to him,, 
"no t in dark speeches" but as face 
to face, and by living, visible ap
pearances. (See Num. 12:8.) " A c 
cording to the pattern (or appear
ance) which the Lord has showed 
to Moses, so he made the candle
s t i cks . "—Num. 8:4. And His ac
count of the creation seems to har
monize completely with the early 
history of the physical world as in
terpreted by the master geologists. 
Indeed, this view has been the com
mon property of the Christian 
church for the past fifty or s ix ty 
years, as most ably expounded b y 
the great Christian geologist, H u g h 
Miller, and it 'has never been con
futed. And why should not the-
two accounts agree—the one writ
ten by God's own hand in atone, 
and the other revealed by exhibi-
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t ions given His favored prophet? 
I t is probable that if that written 
in stone could, be read with abso
lute correctness, there would be no 
single point of disagreement. 

The work of the third day, being 
t h e establishment of the vegetable. 
Icingdom, is related in Genesis in 
the .same order in which it is reg
istered in the rocks. The general 
te rms in which it is mentioned in 
Genesis a r e : i . " t h e grass ; 2. the 
he rb yielding seed ; 3. the fruit tree 
yielding fruit after his kind, whose 
seed is in itself." So, in a similar 
classification, the simplest forms of 
vegetable fossil appear fir.st, in the 
•older rock ; then, in more recent 
formations, appear plants o f a more 
elaborate and perfected organism, 
and lastly, trees gradually increase 
i ng in size, variety and importance, 
a s the ages roll along, till it is 
t hough t that they must have over
spread the earth with a dense and 
prodigious growth of forest. The 
geologic age, corresponding with 
t h e third da}' of creation, and ex
tending over into the period of the 
s u n l i t age, is said to have been 
peculiarly one o fg ian t plants, such 
a s the world has never since beheld, 
•of which, our coal deposits are said 
to be one of the most conspicuous 
results . As a recent able writer • 
has remarked, " M a n was prophe
sied in these preparat ions ." 

But the sun hath not yet ap
peared in -h i s glory upon the face 
of this progressive planet, being 
entirely hidden, and his light ob
scured by the dense vapors which 
b a n g like a pall of gloom over that 

which otherwise would have been 
a blooming paradise. There was 
l ight of a mellowed t y p e ; there 
was heat of the plant-forcing, hot
house type ; there was no lack of 
moisture, "for a mist went up from 
the earth, and watered the whole 
face of the g round , " and the vig
orous, virgin, virile soil brought 
forth abundantly. But the needs 
of a growing, thrifty world began 
to demand something more : it de
manded the continuous shining of 
the sun and abundance of it, to per
fect and render more fruitful the 
work which the Creator had so. 
gloriously begun. So, in due time, 
on the beginning of this fourth 
day, the Almighty put forth an ad
ditional fiat to complete that won
derful system of the upper world, 
the atmosphere—to supply the lack
ing elements which contribute to 
its purity and force, that it might 
thereby purge itself of its super
abundance of moisture and J)oison-
ous gas, and reflect more power
fully the glittering rays of l ight— 
and that, not only to enhance the 
glory of His vegetable kingdom,-
but to prepare the way for the 
mighty host of animals which was 
yet to make its advent—vast mum-
hers of which had already begun to 
fill up the waters of the planet—• 
that they migh t be invigorated by 
its healthful inhalations, and so be 
prepared for the life of activity tha t 
was before them. So through the 
means of a clarified atmosphere t h e 
Lord made the sun actually, and in 
fact, to rule the dajl and the moon 
and stars to rule the night. T h e 
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completion of the atmospheric 
heaven was one of the great works 
of Jehovah, and according to the 
retrospective seer to whom it was 
shown, this was the chief work of 
the fourth day. 

Meantime the other creative op
erations of Jehovah did not cease 
nor relax their energy. Innumer
able unique aod peculiar plants and 
also animals were being constantly 
ordered into life, each having a life 
and organism and character peculiar 
to itself—for the sunlit age was 
fruitful in animal as well as vege
table production. T h e great Cre
ator scattered life with a seemingly 
prodigal and lavish hand, and the 
number of His conceptions and de
signs seem not only innumerable 
but infinite. 

T h e n came the work of the fifth 
and sixth days, vast periods of 
t ime, devoted chiefly to the -estab
lishment of the animal kingdom, 
culminating in the creation of man. 
These two great periods are preemi
nently the age of animal life—the 
fifth day, of the fishes and monsters 
of the deep, together with the den
izens of the air, and the s ixth of 
the greater and higher grade, of 
animals on the land—for it was 
then that the Creator brought them 
forth in increasing number and size 
and form and variety. This is in 
perfect harmony with the geologic 
s ta tement—though geology records 
tha t the creation of animal life had 
begun vast ages before this. In 
tha t remote age which corresponds 
wi th the third day of creation, ani
mal creation went r ight along with 

the creation of tbe flora, but chiefly 
in i ts simpler forms, and in t h e 
waters—though the conspicuous-
work of the third day was not the 
creation of the fauna, but of the 
flora. Great numbers of animals 
also appeared on the fourth day, 
of improved organism and faculty,, 
but as the most conspicuous work 
of the fourth day was the regula
tion of the atmosphere, the lesser 
works of the day are not mentioned 
in the Scripture. For Moses' ac
count of creation is a mere out l ine 
of it, giving only the leading fea
tures of each day ' s work. So io. 
his vision of the fifth and s ixth 
day ' s work Moses must have seen, 
not the beginnings, but the carry
ing forward of t h e great work of 
animal creation. T h a t was t h e 
great and conspicuous work of 
these two days, and noteworthy as-
such ; and if Moses' vision were a t 
close range, so that he might note 
in particular the individuals of t h e 
work as they made their appear
ance, he must have been astonished 
at what he saw : for there were 
birds and fishes and reptiles and 
beasts, in comparison with which, 
those now on the earth a re but t h ^ 
feeble and miniature a n t i t y p e s . 
God was making animals, and 
seemed to have given His infinite 
power of invention free lange. ' T h e 
great mass of these varieties of 
animals have perished from t h e 
ear th—their very races having be
come ex t inc t : but their remains 
are still found in the eartb in grea t 
numbers, not only in the torrid and 
temperate climes, but in those land* 
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most adjacent to the poles. Even 
in northern Siberia many gigantic 
specimens have been found, of 
beasts who could have subsisted 
only in a torrid or temperate clime. 
These remains of animal life are 
found chiefly in the tertiary rock 
formation, which represents that 
age in geology just before the ad
vent of man. T h u s the revelations 
of t rue science, if r ightly under
stood, will alway be found to con
firm, rather than contradict the 
s tatements of the holy, written 
Word of God. 

T h e same order observed in the 
creation of vegetable life was main
tained in the creation of animal life 
—the very lowest and inferior sorts 
appearing in the older s tratums, 
gradually improving in importance 
and in the quality of their attri
butes, as the ages moved onward, 
until those mo.st resembling man 
are found—each as it was created, 
being a type or prophecy of some
thing better yet to come—"a shad
ow of good things to come"—till at 
length, the one object toward which 
all these tended, the object of which 
all these were prophetic, the object 
toward which all creation was ad
vancing appeared upon the scene 
and-was placed in the garden of 
Edeti. 

When God created man He 
ceased from His work because the 
chief end of the creation had been 
fulfilled. Tha t semi-divine crea
ture , created in His own icnage and 
likeness, toward whom all His 
other work had been aimed, and for. 
whom it had all been planned, was 

now present on the ground—so then 
no man had creative work to do, and 
being satisfied with His work, and 
with His own almighty power to 
plan and execute, and with the ex
pression H e had given of Himself 
through His works the Creator en
tered upon a Sabbath of rest and 
peace and retired back into that 
"glory which was with him before 
the world w a s . " 

As for man, he was the peculiar 
object of the Creator 's love and 
care : for he alone could appreciate 
something of His glory. He alone 
could return His love and prize H i s 
grace. He was created pure and 
upright, and innocent, perfect in 
faculty, .so far as nature goes, with
out the added powers of experience 
and .self-cultivation, but capable of 
infinite improvement, and being 
given an independent will of h is 
own, with power of choice on a 
wide sphere of action, he w-as fit 
ra ther to be the companion than 
the servant of the Deity—should 
he prove himself worthy : and the 
heavenly Father entered immedi
ately upon terms of communion 
with him, as of a father with his 
son. 

" D u t y done t o d a y is bette than 
duty planned for to morrow. T h e 
one who thinks most of to morrow's 
acconiplishmen^ is not likely to 
take care of to-morrow when it 
comes. The one who gives him
self unreservedly to the doing of 
to-day's tasks is the better fitted to 
do as well for to-morrow's when 
they are at hand . " 
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®lie ^epavtnve 0f the §^i?irlt. 

E. P. MARVIN. 

ON E of the most solemn and 
awful t ru ths revealed in the 

Bible is tbat the Holy Spirit so»ie-
times abandons sinners in this life 
and leaves them sealed hopelessly 
for perdition. The Holy Spirit is 
the executive of the God-head, to 
draw us and apply to us the re
demption purchased by Christ. 
Without His enlightening, convict
ing and regenerating work, no sin
ner will ever return to God and be 

. saved. In the usual course of 
things. His Work ends at death, 
but on account of certain aggra
vated and special conditions it some
t imes ends sooner. 

.When man first began to depart 
from God He gave the solemn 
•s\"aTning : " M y spirit shall not al-
"ways strive with m a n . " Christ 
a.lso w^arns us that there is a sin 
aga ins t the Holy Spirit that has no 
forgiveness in this life or the next. 
John warns us that there is a sin 
u n t o death for which we must not 
p r a y . 

King Saul, by his self-will, com-
-niitted this sin and was abandoned 
of God. Many of tbe Pharisees did 
it bj ' a t t r ibut ing the Vv-ork of the 
Holy Spirit in Christ, to Beelzebub. 
PrObabl}', many in, all ages have 
committed this unpardonable sin, 
t hough we tnay not certaiulj ' know 
it . 

When thus abandoned, the sin
ner has the peace of despair or per
dition. All anxiety usually seems 

to be gone, al though he is hope
lessly doomed. 

He knows, he feels, that all is well. 
And every fear is calmed ; 

He sleeps, he dies, he wakes in hell. 
Not cnh" doomed but damned. 

Men are thus abandoned, not be
cause no atonement is made for 
them, not because God has any 
malice or partiality, not because 
they could not be saved if they 
would, but because God sees it has 
become a moral impossibility for 
the t ru th and Spirit to persuade 
them to believe and repent. 

Election practically applied may 
be summed up in the dictum ; who
soever will is elected to be saved, 
and -\vhosoev-er will not is elected 
to be damned. Man's free will set
tles his eternal character aud des
tiny. 

Here, then, is a fearful danger 
signal, warning sinners against re
sisting the Holy Spirit. All such 
sins, especially when the Spirit is 
striving in revivals, are especially 
dangerous. Sinners willfully and 
consciously resist the Holy Spirit, 
at great peril. 

How long maj^ we go on in sin. 
How long will God forbear. 

Where does hope end and where begin 
The confines of despair? 

An answer from the skies is sent, 
Ye that from God depart. 

To-day, if ye •will hear His voice, 
O, harden not your heart. 

If, God does not talie care of us , 
nobody else can. 

file://-/vhosoev-er
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TH E Detiver News reports the 
following story related by at

to rney J. W. Donovan, in a case in 
t h e recorder 's court, which shows 
how a touch of nature makes the 
world akin, and develops beneath a 
Toughexter ior the principles of tend
er sympathy and kindly charity : 

On a hot day in July, i860, a 
herdsman was moving his cattle to 
a new ranch further north, near 
Helena, Texas , and passing dow^n 
the banks of a stream, his herd be
came mixed with other cattle that 
were grazing in the valley, and 
some of them failed to be separated. 
T h e next day, about noon, a band 
of about a dozen mounted Texan 
rangers over-took the herdsnian 
:and demanded their cattle, which 
they said were stolen. 

It was before the day of law and 
court-houses in Texas , and one had 
better kill five men than steal a 
mule worth five dollars, and the 
herdsman knew it. He tried to 
-explain, but they told him to cut 
i t short. He offered to turn over 
-all the cattle not his own, but they 
laughed at the proposition, and 
hinted that they usually confiscated 
t h e whole herd and left the thief 
hanging on a tree, a warning to 
-others in like cases. 

T h e poor fellow was completely 
-overc<)me. They consulted apart 
for a few minutes, and then told 
him if he had any explanations to 
make or business to do, they would 
allow him ten minutes to do scWand 
defend himself. 

H e turned to the rough faces and 
commenced : " H o w many of you 
have wives?" Two or three nod
ded. " H o w many of you have 
children ?'' They nodded again. 

" T h e n I know whom I am talk
ing to, and you'l l hear m e ; " and 
he continued, " I never stole any 
cattle. I have lived in these parts 
over three years. I came from 
New Hampshire. I failed in the 
fall of '57. during the panic. I 
have been saving. I have no home 
here ; my family remain East, for 
I go from place to place. These 
clothes I wear are rough, and I am 
a hard looking customer ; but this 
is a hard country. Days seem 
months to me, and months like 
years. Married men, you. know 
that. But for letters from home 
[here he pulled out a handful of 
well worn .envelopes and letters 
from his wife] I should get dis
couraged. I have paid part of my 
debts. Here are the receipts ," 
and he unfoulded the letters of ac
knowledgement. " I expect to sell 
out and go home in November. 
Here is the Testament my good old 
mother gave me ; here is my lit t le 
gi r l ' s p ic ture ," and b^ kissed it 
tenderly, and continued, "now, 
men, if you have decided to kill me 
for what I am innocent of, send 
these home, and send as much a s ' 
you can from the cattle when I am 
dead. Can ' t you send half the 
value? My family will need it.-" 

" H o l d on, now; stop right thar !" 
said a rough ranger. " N o w , I say . 



46 THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN. 

b o y s , " he continued, " I say, let 
him go. Give us your baud, old 
boy ; that picture and them letters 
did the bttsiness. You can go free, 
b a t you ' re lucky, mind y e . " 

"We ' l J do more than t h a t , " said 
a man wi th a big heart , in Texan 
garb, knd carrying the customary 
brace of pistols in his be l t ; " le t ' s 
buy his cattle here and let him g o . " 

They did, and when the money 
was paid over, and the man about 
to start , he was too weak to stand.-

T h e long strain of hopes and fears, 
being away from home under such 
t rying circumstances, the suddeik 
deliverance from death, had com
bined to render him helpless as a 
child. H e sank to the ground com-
pletelj ' overcome. An hour later, 
however, he left on horseback for 
the nearest s taging route, and, a s 
they shook hands and bade him 
good-bye, t hey looked the happiest 
band of men I ever saw. 

—Common People. 

©Itriot ®ttr ^ i lo t . 
T H E O D O R E L. C U Y L E R , D . D. 

"J' [ESUS, Saviour, pilot me !" is 
one of the most beautiful 

contributions to hymnology by an 
American hand during this genera
tion. Its author is Rev. Edward 
Hopper , at that time the beloved 
pastor of the church of the Sea and 
Land in Market Street, New York. 
T h e same title is given to our Di
vine Master in Tennyson 's exquis
ite lines, "Crossing the Bar . " All 
th rough our experience of life we 
need to have Jesus at the helm. 
H e knows where the shoals and the 
sunken rocks are ; and where the 
safe, deep water is also ; if we are 
wise, we will let the Omniscient 
Pilot do the steering. His disci
ples had a rough night of it while 
H e was asleep in the stern of the 
b o a t ; he was teaching them a les
son, and when in their extremity 
they called u p the Pilot, the storm 
lulled, and their fishing smack 
floated safe into the harbor. 

I t is a good thing for us that we 
cannot foresee tempests, or trials, 
for then we might be frightened 
out of undertaking many a voyage 
at the call of duty. When Paul set 
off for Rome, he could not discern 
a prison or a blood-stained axe of 
mar tyrdom wait ing for him in t h e 
imperial city. When Clarkson, 
Wilberforce and Sharp set in mo
tion their noble enterprise of over
throwing the African slave trade, 
they could not anticipate the long 
years of ferocious opposition tha t 
they were doomed to encounter. 
They tugged a t the oars and left 
t he helm in the P i lo t ' shands . 

The five praying college s tudents , 
beside the haystack a t Williams-
town, were launching a boat in 
simple faith ; what head winds i t 
might have to face they did not 
know or care. T h e Master took 
the^&lm, and, lo .' their tiny craft 
was the jMoneer of all the vast fleet 
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of American missions to heathen
dom. No penitent soul who comes 
to Jesus can foresee all the obsta
cles, all the temptations or trials 
tha t lie before him. I t is well that 
he cannot. H e might be fright
ened back, or be hamst rung with 
discouragements. There are too 
many "P l iab les" who get bemired 
in the Slough of Despond and sneak 
back into a life of worldliness ; the 
genuine "Chr i s t i an" gets oiit .on 
the side towards heaven. 

Let u t all learn to thank God for 
difficulties ; they are part of our 
discipline. Canaan lies on the other 
side of the Red Sea and the Jordan 
River—we need not cross either of 
them till we come to them. God 
can divide tbe big sea as easily as 
H e can dry up the little river. 
When we come to the sea, the voice 
of Providence is, " G o forward l" 
and the waters part asunder. When 
we reach the flowing Jordan, and 
our feet touch the stream, behold, 
it has vanished, and we go through 
dry-shod ! The story of Christian 
faith and its frequent deliverances 
is often like a postscript to the 
eleventh chapter to the Hebrews. 
When we voyagers gefsafely into 
the desired haven up yonder, we 
may take great delight in looking 
over our log-books, and in discov
ering how wonderfully our Pilot 
brought us through dark nights 
and dangerous channels. Pastors 
often discover very dense fogs lying 
over their churches ; let them never 
forget that there is One to whom 
the darkness shineth as the day. 

Fa i th ' s real office and faith's 

real victory is in trust ing the helrft 
to Jesus in the fogs and th rough 
the dark hours. Everybody can 
trust God in the sunshine and o v e r 
smooth water. I t is easy to com
mit our way to the Lord when tha t 
way is as clear as noonday. Faith 's-
inspiring command i s : "Commit 
the helm to the Pilot when you ' 
cannot see your hand before your 
face, when the clouds have extin
guished every star and no light
house of human guidance is in 
s igh t . " Jesus can see in the dark^ 
if we cannot. T h a t is a cheer ing 
t r u th • to many a minister who is-
laboring under numerous discour
agements. Take the Pilot on board, 
b ro the r ! Call all hands in t h e 
church to the oars, commit t h e 
helm to Him, and may the Holy 
Spirit send you "favoring ga les" 
of blessing ! The wind and t h e 
waves obey the Son of God. H e 
who has promised, " L o ! I am with, 
you a lway ," never forgets His dis
ciples now, any more than He for
gets His disciples on that tempestu
ous night when He came to them 
walking on the billows. John N e w 
ton recalled his own experiences as-
a .sailor when he wrote the cheering: 
lines : 

By prayer, let me wrestle. 
And He will perform ; 

With Christ in the vessel, 
I smile at tbe storm. 

—Sabbath Reading. 

You can love your sectarian 
church with a natural affection,, 
but it requires a super-natural af
fection to love God with. 
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(fLfianae ^crwr vitelline ^«»«t. 
ISAAC M O T E S . 

DU R I N G some recent revival ser
vices, in a Western town, a 

young farmer named George Wil
c o x , living several miles in the 
country , came in every evening to 
a t tend the meetings, and became 
\-ery deeply convicted of sin. He 
was well liked by all his friends, 
and so much interest was mani
fested in his salvation that there 
v a s much joy when, one evening 
toward the close of the meeting, he 
was happily converted. 

Young Mr. Wilcox was some
what given to drink ; and being of 
•a social nature and with no great 
force of character, though with the 
best of intentions, the saloon ele
ment of the town was in a fair way 
t o drag him down to ruin. He did 
-not drink- much, but he stayed 
around the saloons and with that 
crowd far more than was good for 
him. He was moderately well to 
do, and had a fine team of horses 
and a good wagon ; and whenever 
he came to town on business, he 
bitched his team on a vacant lot 
near one of the saloons, which 
i t e m e d a most fitting place, as he 
stayed there so much of his time. 
Afier he was converted, however, 
he never went around the saloons 
.any more, nor associated with that 
crovvd ; but through force of habit 
he still hitched his team at the 
same place on the unoccupied lot, 
where a number of posts had been 
siet in the ground for that purpose. 
T h i s he kept up for several months 

after his conversion, though he 
never went into the near-by saloon. 

One Saturday afternoon. Deacon 
Hawkins , who lived in the country 
on the opposite side of town from 
Mr. Wilcox, met him in to.wn for 

, the first time after the young man ' s 
conversion, and found his team 
hitched near the saloon as usual. 
Deacon Hawkins was a whitehaired 
old man with a very warm heart , a 
man who felt a deep interest in the 
welfare of every member of the 
church, and especially in all young 
men who had recently begun the 
Christian life. He had a fatherly 
way, which made him loved by all. 
Deacon Hawkins had not been able 
to attend the meeting much, owing 
to serious sickness in his family, 
and also because he lived so far 
away. He was not there the n ight 
George Wilcox was converted, but 
had heard of it. H e also knew 
that the young farmer was impuls
ive and easily influenced by what
ever crowd he happened to be in ; 
so the first thing he said to him 
after gripping his band warmly : 
"Wel l , George, I understand tha t 
-you have accepted Christ and 
joined the church, and that you are 
living a better life n o w . " 

"Yes , s i r , " said Wilcox, earn
estly ; " I a m . " 

" A n d I unders tand that you 
have quit the saloon gang, and that 
you never go about t h e m . " _ , 

"Yes, s i r . ' ' 
" B u t I see, George, that you 

file:///-ery
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hitch your team in the same place. ' ' 
" W h y , yes , " said Wilcox, in 

some surprise ; " I do. I t ' s a good 
place to hitch, and no harm can 
come from that , can the re?"—and 
he looked his question as he asked it. 

"Wel l , George, I am a good deal 
older man than you, and have had 
much experience, and you will par
don me, I know if I make a sug
gestion to you as a brother out of 
my wider Christian experience. No 
matter how strong you think you 
are, take my advice, and at once 
change your hitching pos t . " 

This advice so lovingly given 
was followed by the young man 
within a very few minutes, and 
never again did he hitch near the 
saloon. While he might have held 
out firm and true all his life without 
making the change, yet no one will 
deny that he was far safer in the end 
following the advice of the deacon. 

And in the same spirit I would 
say to all who are tempted, no mat
ter how firm you th ink you can be, 
no matter how you scorn to believe 
you could be influenced by evil 
companions and evil surroundings, 
change your hitching-post. And I 
am persuaded that those who think 
themselves strongest need such ad
vice more than those who feel their 
weakness. I t is always safest to 
s tay as far froth temptation as pos
sible. If you have recently given 
your life to Christ, and broken with 
vicious companions, and turned 
your back upon former wicked 
ways, the farther you keep from 
these old associations she surer you 
a re to remain firm. Even ' i f the 

change in you amounts to no more 
than turning over a new leaf or 
forming good resolutions, still t he 
wisest thing to do is to change your 
hitching post.—Epworth E r a . 

I t is a matter cf congratulation 
to the Bible studying public of the 
English-speaking world that The-
Sunday School Times hast just made 
another of its noteworthy ' 'strikes.' '" 
For thir ty years past that journal , 
recognizing that there is no such 
commentary on the Bible as t h e 
Holy Land itself, has made a dis
tinctive feature of its "Orienta l 
Lesson-Lights ," as a vital part of 
its Bible study, and has a.ssetnbled 
a notable array of writers in tha t 
field during this time. And now 
one who is probably t h ; (foremost 
writer in the world t o d a y on Ori
ental life has been engaged to fur
nish "Oriental Lesson-Lights" reg
ularly and exclusively in the Sun
day School Times: George M. 
Mackie, M.A., D.D. , of Beyrout, 
Syria. Dr. Mackie, of Scotch birth, 
has been, since 1880, a missionary 
to the Jews and Minister of the 
Anglo-American Congregation in 
Beyrout. H e is a graduate of Ab
erdeen University, which conferred 
on him his D. D. in 1901. His 
well-known text-book on "Bible 
Manners and Customs," together 
with his work in Hast ings ' Bible 
Dictionary and elswhere, have al
ready put Bible students under a 
heavy debt to him. His new work 
commences in July, and will br ing 
his life-long studies before a still 
larger atidience. 
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g^xnted witit tUe î1brl«« 

DAVID F. is a very aged citizen 
of Western North Carolina. 

H e coBoedted himself with the 
church when very yotmg, and has 
alwaj^ been noted among bis aeigh-
boTB for his hcaiesty, charity, piety 
and faith in the power and willing-
-ness of God to protect tliose who 
<lo His will. It was ten or fifteen 
years ago (account printed 1872) 
that he determined to travel through 
the trackless wilds of the great and 
siMiisely inhabited West. His rotate 
lay .along the borders of Missouri 
and Nevada, infested at that tinMu 
more nameronsly than at present, 
with clans of highway robbers^ He 
knew all this very well, and al
though urged by his neighbors to 
procure a couple of revolvers to 
•defend himself, he took only his 
pocket Bible, and armed thus, set 
out •on the perilous journey. He 
had passed some of the clans on the 
Northern border of Missouri, and 
was nearing the resort of one of the 
most formidable ones, headed by a 
notorious desperado, Jim Stevens, 
when he met a gentleman who, bŷ  
some bold stroke, had escaped the 
vigilant eye of the robber captain. 
The first question that he pro
pounded to old David was: "Are 
you armed?" "Yes," was the 
aged Christian's reply, as he pro-
•duced his pocket Bible. The gen
tleman, who was almost weighed 
<iown with bowie-knives and pis
tols, laughed outright at what he 
considered the old man's folly, and 
sneeringly said : "If that is-all the 

weapon you have, you had better 
be saying your prayers. The den 
of Jim Stevens is about ten miles 
farther on, just where you will get 
by night, and he cares as little for 
Bibles as a rattlesnake." 

They exchanged names, and each 
went his own way ; the one sur
prised at the other's apparent folly 
and recklessness ; the other undis
mayed, and his faith in the protect
ing power of his Bible undismayed. 

Night had thrown her dark man
tle around the earth and the chill
ing blasts had begun to pierce the 
feeble fraaie of old David, when he 
descried a light far down in a glen, 
a short distance from the road. He 
was sure that it proceeded from a 
robber-den, but he must have shel
ter, and, impelled by almost bound
less faith, he directed his course 
thither. He halted when withioj a 
few paces of the door, and being 
coarsely greeted by some -uncouth, 
mean-looking men, was invited to 
alight. When he entered the hum
ble habitation he saw significant 
looks pass between the inmates, 
and each chuckle to himself, and 
he knew he was at the headquar
ters of a desperate, relentless, and 
murderous clan of banditti. Noth
ing daunted, he occupied the prof
fered seat. Having partaken of a 
rough meal, which they furnished 
him at his request, he began con
versation, which was continued till 
far in the night, when it was inter--
rnpted by the return of the captain, 
Jim Stevens, and a couple of his 
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confreres in crime, from a plunder
ing raid. Stevens, advancing with
in a few feet of him, asked, jeer-
ingly : 

" Old man, aren't you afraid 
to travel in this section, among 
tbe robbers, alone, and unarmed?" 

" N o , " was old David's bold and 
fearless reply, as he again pro
duced his Bible, continuing, "This 
if my weapon of defense. I always 
read a chapter and pray too, before 
I retire. I know you are robbers, 
but I shall read and pray here to
night, and youmust join with me." 
The roof of the shabby hut shook 
with loud, taunting peals of laugh
ter at this expression of the old 
man, but nothing dismayed, he be
gan to read. Gradually all became 
silent, and when he knelt to pray 
every knee was bowed. That was 
a strange, affecting sight—murder
ers and plonderers of their fellow-

men kneeling and attentively listea-
ing to a prayer! Long and fervently 
the humble servant of God prayed ; 
nor did their interest in the sol
emn scene and supplication abate. 
When he had finished he was con
ducted to a hard pallet, where he 
slept the livelong night undis
turbed, and even fi^e from haunt
ing fears. 

He a^ose very early in the morn
ing, and read and prayed before 
breakfast. Tbey refused to receive 
aught for his entertainment during 
the night, and instead, cordially 
thanked him for the interest which 
he had manifested in their behalf. 
Asking for them the light 6f divine 
grace and the purification of their 
hearts, he bade them adieu and de-
departed. He passed onward 
strengthened in his faith in the 
goodness of God. 

— The Guiding Hand. 

®Jie ©Iturcli ®ni-0f-^00x&. 

WILLIAM HENRY MEREDITH, D. D. 

THE open-air treatment is the 
popular and efficient remedy 

for consumption. Many a New 
Englander smitten with this white 
plague has been amas^d On discov
ering what there is -in the air as a 
specific for that fell disease, so prev
alent on that coast. Portable beds 
•on piazzas and tents in gardens are 
frequently in evidence. ' 'Live-out-
of-doors as much as you can," we 
are hearing on all sides. Not only 
the sick, but the well are taking 
this advice—the sick ior healing, 

the well as preventive, believing 
that prevention is better and more 
economic than cure. 

We claim to be an optimist of 
the optimists. The discovery of 
one drop of pessimism in our circu
lation would send us at once to the 
blood-letter's but the fact remains 
that too many churches are smitten 
with consumption, and are in a 
wasting condition, growing weaker 
and weaker. Sometimes a glow is 
Seen for a while, dnriag special 
seasons, but it proves to be but the 
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hectic flush of- that baleful disease 
which slays its thousands. T h e . 
beauty is not the beauty of holi
ness, but is the evidence which 
sometimes at tends decay. After a 
while the feet grow too tired to 
•walk to the church .services, the 
hands too weak to do its work, the 
heart of the body too weak to send 
i ts life currents into every member 
of the body. Public services are 
maintained with icy regularity, 
church bills are often promptly 
paid, but consumption is doing.its 
deadly work in the body. The ab
sorptions are gaining in the .secre
tions, the body is necessarily weak
ening even unto death. The light 
under the bushel is being extin
guished by its own smoke ; it must 
have an outlet, or it will go out . 
A t a wedding-party a while ago we 
were suddenly brought almost in 
da rknes s ; the lamps were going 
out . Some guests wondered, but 
the hostess at once opened doors 
and windows for a while. The foul 
air went out, the fresh air came in, 
the lamps again shone brightly, and 
the guests rejoiced in the light. 
Some local churches are going in
to darkness because they have no 
outlets. Self concerned, they are be
coming self-consumed. " W e won' t 
pay for heating up all out-doors ," 
said a penurious school committee
man to a younger teacher in a coun
t ry school, who had the windows 
open to let in the good air, and to 
let out the bad. T h e local church 
which does not do its part to heat 
u p out-of-doors home and foreign 
missions and other benevolences 

will soon suffer suffocation. 
The local church should not on ly 

send out its light and heat t a 
the ends of the earth ; it should al
.so carry them out into its own com
munity. It should get out-of-doors,, 
out into the open, with its glad 
evangel ! 

How pitiable and painful is t h e 
frequent sight in our cities, in t h e 
summer, to see only a small few in 
the congregatlou, and these mostly 
church members and Christians, 
while multitudes of the unsaved a re 
surging past the church doors or 
along adjacent streets. The "class
e s " are inside the churches, t he 
"masses" are outside. How shall 
these be brought together to hear 
the saving Gospel ? Said a success
ful merchant," in my hearing to a 
50ung man who had just opened a 
s to re : " Y o u m u s t learn to draw 
the people through the g lass" 
(windows.) If the church cau not 
draw the masses through its doors, 
she should go out of-doors to them. 
If some 'half empty city churches 
only knew, " w h a t is in the air !" 
W h y not get out onto the front 
steps, if space will allow? W h y 
not get a permit, and go out onto 
the street corner, and hold forth the 
Word of life, and there give forth 
the invitation to the house of the 
Lord? W h y not go out into the 
near-by open square or public park, 
and preach and sing the Gospel to 
the people where they are, and as 
they are ? Many a dying church 
has been revived by such open-air 
t reatment. -

Does the pastor say : " I am n a 
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k ind of an open air p reacher?" 
Did you ever . t ry to be one? Try 
it, brother, and see how it agrees 
with you, and with your church. 
Be an open-air preacher, not merely 
an open air exhorter, or testifier. 
Not only exhortation and. not only 
testimony is enough to gather and 
hold an open-air audience, but stud
ied and specially prepared preach
ing and singing will do the busi
ness. Choose the right spot, where 
the fish abound, before you throw 
out your line. Have your singers 
well trained in Gospel hymns, 
mostly old-timers, which will awak
en memories of past years in the 
hearers. Observe the way of the 
wind, and stand so that it will 
carry your message .to the people. 
Have a wall back of you, if possi
ble. Choose practical subjects, and 
clothe the very best thoughts in the 
simplest language, the language of 
the people, of the man in the street 
—not his slang, but his current 
speech. Be prepared for interrup
tions, and when they come, keep 
sweet, and try to turn them to 
good account. Be sure and see 
that some burrs which will stick 
are thrown out in the sermon. 
This kind of man fishery needs 
barbed hooks. If the preacher has 
lo "flog his b ra ins" to produce 
sermons for out-of-doors, he must 
not be surprised. T o extemporize 
in the open is very risky business, 
even, and especially for the natur
ally ready speaker. 

T h e average man in the street 
t h i n k s that the church, especially 
what he calls the " tony church , " 

doesn't care for him. nor for his. 
H e regards church going as a lux
ury for the well-to do, or as a pas
time for the poorer. To see a 
" tony church" actually come out 
into the street, after him, to give 
him the benefit of their talented 
pastor and singers, will convince 
hira that the church cares for him, 
and seeks his good and not his 
goods. That preachers and people 
are doing things for him for which 
they are not paid to do. v.'ill have a 
good moral effect upon him. 

T h e English are far ahead of u s 
in this matter of out-of-door preach
ing. Not only do the Free churches 
but also the Anglican churches and 
their ministers throw themselves 
heartily into this kind of work. 

T h e Right Rev. Edmund Knox , 
D. D., bishop of Manchester, is 
famed throughout the north of 
England for his open-air preaching. 
He has conducted some very suc
cessful missions on Blackpool sands, 
and is immensely popular with t h e 
rough-and-ready natives of Lanca
shire. He is a tremendous worker, 
as indeed he needs to be, for Bish
op Gore once said that he believed 
there was no single diocese in the 
Church of England where the work 
was so arduous as at Manchester. 
Al though Doctor Knox is one of 
the hardest-worked bishops in Eng
land, the good people of his diocese 
do not always realize this. Dur ing 
one of his recent missions on Black
pool Beach, two Lancashire mill-
girls were discussing the situation. 
" W h o ' s t h a t ? " asked one, as the 
Bishop got up to speak. " T h a t ' s 
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the Bishop of Manchester ," was the 
reply. " N a y , lass , " said the first 
speaker, " n o bishop ' n d do t h a t . " 
" B u t it is the Bishop, I tell ' e e . " 
" W e l l , , if it really is the Bishop, 
le t ' s go and 'ear 'im, for I thowt as 
bishops did nowt but draw their 
brass . " 

W e saw some Anglican churches 
had out-of door pulpits built into 
the walls of their city churches. 
W e heard them preach from these 
to the crowds in the churchyards, 
both before and after the indoor 
services. English cities and towns 
are busy hives of open-air workers, 
especially on Sundays. In clas
sical Cambridge we followed a 
p reacher ' and his people from the 
indoor evening services to " P a r k 
e r ' s P iece ," an open space, where 
people congregated; there they 
held services. A transparency told 
t h e crowd who they were, and 
where they carried on the regular 
business of preaching and worship. 
I t also invited them to come to the 
chufch. T h e preacher was one of 
t h e front-rank preachers of his de
nomination. Al though our city 
populations are not so homogeneous 
as are the English, yet good work 
may be done out-of-doors. A few 
concrete cases shall close this ar
ticle. 

T h e pastor of a Massachusetts 
city church, with a few workers, 
went out into a popular resort more 
than a mile from their church, and 
held an o u t d o o r service. Weeks 
after a man appeared at the church 
door who had not been inside a 
church for worship for nearly forty 

years. T h e only sermon he had 
heard during that time was the out-
of-door sermon of the pastor of that 
church. H e became a member of 
that church, and after years of 
Christian life and service went u p 
to his reward. 

In another city the same pastor 
yoked up with a Swedish pastor of 
that city. H e left his beautiful 
church, one of the finest in the 
city, and just before evening wor
ship they went out into a park not 
far off. They preached in both 
languages, and the Swede sang 
Swedish hymns, much to the spir
i tual profit of the strangers in the 
strange land, who there in their 
own tongue heard the Gospel 
preached and sung. A good Swed
ish church soon became a necessity 
there, and the stately New E n g 
land pile of the other pastor had 
larger congregations because of 
those preliminary open-air services. 

In another city, where French 
people abounded, the same pastor 
yoked up with a French mission 
pastor. A teamster member gave 
the use of a large wagon. A small 
organ and a choir filled it. On the 
corner of two main streets of tha t 
city, services were held in both 
languages, and the church and 
French mission of that city- were 
greatly invigorated by the open air 
t reatment . 

Many of the people who throng 
the streets and surge past the 
church doors are ex-Sunday-school 
scholars. Not a few had Christian 
parents. T h e most of them have 
more than enough of the Bible and 
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of good gospel hymns in their mem
ories to save them, if they could 
only be moved to do as well as 
they know how to do. 

"Absent treatment" will never 
bring them to decision. Out-of-door 
contact with sacred things, and 
tactful open-air religious services 
may be blest to them, so that what 
they know they ought to do they 
will do, and they will say : " I will 
arise, and go unto my Father." 
•Souls may be saved, and churches 

also may be saved, by getting out-
of-doors. Bible preaching in both 
Testaments is nearly all open-air 
preaching. Jesus was a matchless 
open-air preacher and teacher. 
Apostolic successes were gained out 
in the open. The church which 
brings the truth of God down from 
the stars into the streets, is a truly 
an apostolic church. Let consump
tive churches and pastors try the 
open-air treatment, and the healthy 
use this prophylactic method.—Sel. 

\0xv VSxe ̂ ettr ©eetatnent Conque red . 

A ROMAN CATHOLIC priest, 
in a village near Morlaix, 

"France, warned his flock that he 
had power to give absolution to any 
of them who might be guilty of 
theft, lying, or any other sin ; but 
if any of them were guilty of read
ing the New Testament he could 
not absolve them. 

In the audience was a young man 
who, from his violent conduct, was 
the terror of the village, even his 
parents having to defend them
selves against their son. This 
young man, hearing the priest's 
statement, said to himself, " I have 
committed all .the sins the priest 
has mentioned, yet he will give me 
absolution for all I do if I do not 
read the Book. What kind of a 
book can this be ? I am going to 
get one and read it ." 

When he went to the colporteur, 
the man, knowing-his character, at 
ffrst refused, thinking he was jest
ing, but when he saw that *he was 
in earnest, and explained his rea

sons, he gave him one. A few days 
afterward his mother said : 

"How IS it that Jean is so quiet 
and sober lately? He is never 
drunk, and retires to his own room 
after dinner.'' The father replied : 

" I don't know, but I will follow 
him." 

The next day, going quietly to 
the door of his son's room, he found 
him intently reading a book. He 
returned and told the mother : 

"He is in his room reading some 
book ; I believe it is a New Testa
ment." She replied : 

"If that is all the harm the New 
Testament is doing, ask him to 
come and read it to us." 

He came and did so. God blessed 
the reading to the father, mother, 
and lastly to himself. The mother 
sent to the missionary, saying : 

" I will take the furniture out of 
one of my rooms and place chairs 
in it, if you will come and read the 
Bible to the neighbors and tell 
them, though the priest refuses to 
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give them absolution, God has for- sent for the missionary and said r 
given us and will also forgive them." " I do not know how it is, but 

The missionary did so, and when the Bible went into that 
God blessed the telling of the house, it was the pest of the vil-
old, old story to many souls, lage, but now it is the paradise of 
Some time after this, the mayor the place."—African's Friend. 

©Ite ^ttnlietr** ^i-cctttentttal . 

AT Des Moines, la., at the time 
of writing, says The Episcopal 

Recorder, there is in session the an
nual gathering of the Dunkers, at 
which the two hundredth anniver
sary of the denomination is being 
celebrated. These people are re
markable in many ways and have a 
lesson to teach other churches into 
whose ranks "the world" has made 
such great inroads. 

The story of this people is full of 
interest. In 1708, eight earnest 
students of the Bible, under the 
leadership of Alexander Mack, met 
for worship, in Schwarzenau, Ger
many. They believed in baptism 
by immersion in a running stream, 
and in spite of hardship and perse
cution, continued to make progress. 
They were called "Dunkers" or 
dippers, and Mack was made their 
bishop, and early in the nineteenth 
century he emigrated with them to ' 
Pennsylvania. They first settled 
in Germantown, Philadelphia, but 
soon moved up into the agricultural 
districts of the State of Pennsyl
vania. There they flourished, and 
from time to time were able to send 
colonies further west, until at the 
present time they are a numerous, 
orderly and thrifty people. 

Largely isolated in agricultural 

communities, they have been able 
to keep up the habits and customs 
of their forefathers. In this regard, 
they are even plainer than the 
older members of the Society of 
Friends. They refuse to sanctiot* 
war, or the taking of oaths, law
suits of all kinds, and until now 
have gone without a paid ministry. 
A full beard, but no moustache is-
worn by the men, that they may 
keep up the custom of giving " the 
kiss of charity" at their religious 
services. Jewelry, ribbons and 
neckties are unknown among them. 
Their attire is plain to the point of 
severity. 

Their meeting houses are piain 
structures of brick, situated near a 
running stream to faciliate immer
sion. In some places these meeting 
houses are less prentious than the 
barns bf the farmers, and in others 
a barn will suffice for the place of 
worship. When a man is called to 
the ministry of a church, he begins 
to preach, but still continues his 
ordinary occupation for the support 
of himself and family. 

The annual love-feast is an event 
of no little importance. The ser
vice begins with foot washing, the 
men washing the feet of the men, 
and the women those of the women. 

l i 
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Following this comes the common 
•meal. T h e n the elder begins -the 
•exchange of the "kiss of char i ty ." 
T h e elder kisses one of the brethren, 
•and he passes it to another, until 
t h e last man in the assembly kisses 
t h e elder again. A similar kiss is 
exchanged by the women, and is 
s tar ted by the elder shaking hands 
wi th one of the women, who in 
t u r n kisses another, the last woman 
•shaking hands with the elder who 
s tar ted the ceremony. T h e men 
a n d women sit on different sides in 
t h e meeting-house, and the ex
change of " t h e kiss of c h a r i t y " is 
•followed by an exhortat ion. 

T h e Dunkers maintain an unique 
a t t i tude to the civil law. At one 
t ime, they refused, on religious 
g rounds , to appear as either plain
tiffs or defendants in lawsuits. Lat
te r ly , when sued by an . outsider, 
t h e y will appear with their wit
nesses, but if the case should be de
cided against them, they never re
sor t to an appeal, as such a course 
would engender litigation. T h o u g h 
•maintaining this at t i tude toward 
t h e law, they are great keepers of 
t h e law. One of them once unwit
t ing ly violated the game laws of 
o u r state, and he at once appeared 
before the magistrate against him
self and paid the fine. 

The peculiarity of the Dunker 
j ; a r b is just now in conflict with the 
laws of the state, which forbid 
school teachers to wear any relig
ious garb. In Lancaster, York and 
•Cumberland Counties, where the 
Dunkers form a large part of the 
population, the little white cap of 

the Dunker school teachers has 
been construed to be "a. religious 
ga rb . ' ' T h e members of the Ear l 
township School Board are now un 
der indictment for a violation of the 
statute originally framed to keep 
the sisters of Roman Catholic orders 
out of the public schools. 

Innovations are creeping in from 
time to time, and the present con
ference has the whole matter under 
discussion. The younger Dunkers 
a re favorable, as would natural ly 
be expected, to innovations. T h e y 
desire to use organs at public wor-'* 
ship, and many seem ready for 
salaried ministers. Some of t h e 
churches, we are informed, have 
already gone ahead in these mat
ters, taking official sanction for 
granted. " T h e use of telephones 
and automobiles was debated fre
quently and at great length, but all 
were eventually approved." T h i s -
experience has led the young peo
ple to hope for much at the present 
conference. These thrifty, plain, 
godly people are bearing a powerful 
witness in these degenerate days. 

The promise of the land to Abra
ham is exactly, in a physical and 
geographical sense, what the bap
tism of the Holy Ghost is to the 
children of Jesus, and through Jesus 
to all the disciplps. In the one case, 
t he covenant had in it a donation of 
land. In the other case, it had a 
donation of the Spirit. T h e one 

. covenant belongeth to this earth and 
the generations of time ; the other 
covenant belongeth to heaven and 
the generations of eterni ty. 
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®Jie ^pttrlt 0f t&vevigdn^ ^ov^Vi ip . 

ARTHUR R. PENNELL. 

TH E R E is no duty so important 
to the souls of men or so sol

emn as that of worship—true and 
acceptable worship before the Lord 
our God. I realize that I am of 
very small experience to write on a 
subject of such weight as this ; yet 
I have sometimes been so deeply 
touched in our meetings that I have 
felt them to be (as we have often 
heard them called) " t h e solemn 
assemblies of the Lord ' s people." 
"We are, at times, permitted to sit 
down in perfect stillness and to feel 
the sweet overshadowing presence 
of our Saviour's love. Then it is 
t ha t our souls rejoice, when the 
l ight is shining upon us. Then it 
is tha t we feel reads' to forsake all 
th ings else and follow Him who is 
dealing so mercifully with us. 

Doubtless we all acknowledge 
tha t such hours are not of our own 
choice—that they are freely given 
as the gifts of a loving Father to 
his children. Doubtless we all de
sire that when we meet for public 
worship, we may be enabled to re
joice together in the Name of H im 
whom we have come to serve. 

But how can we expect it unless 
we have endeavored to look unto 
H i m day by day dur ing the week? 
Can we suppose tha t it is enough 
for us to worship Him "only on the 
day of our meeting hour ? Surely 
we all know that it is necessary for 
u s to acknowledge our Lord openly 
day by day among inen if we are to 

find Him near us when we call. I t 
may not be an acknowledgement by 
speaking in His Name,—it may not 
be by any word at all—it may no t 
be by any thing that we would call 
"wor sh ip"—ye t there can be in o u r 
souls that spirit of worship and of 
desire to be found faithful unto o u r 
God that will be used by H i s power 
to the good of others. There ' i s 
need for us to be in perfect obedi
ence, a state hard to attain. I do-
not wish for one moment to speak 
as though I had attained it. In
deed I have hot. M-y own failures 
are so great that I wonder some
times at the goodness of God to me. 
I know that obedience—perfect ober 
dience—is due unto Hfm. I k n o w 
that my soul should be bowed in. 
worship before Him day by day . 
T h a t H e can u.se the obedient ser. 
vant to His glory, I have no doubt . 
T h a t He can strengthen us to serve 
Him faithfully in our every-day 
life I have no doubt. 

Th i s world of ours is a beautiful 
world, the workmanship of H i m 
who would have all th ings beauti
ful—who would have the lives of 
all men everywhere filled with t h e 
beauty of holiness. T h e beauty of 
holiness can come only by continual 
faithfulness. From the beginning 
of tbe world every great advance 
has been the result of obedience to-
tha t Power which has raised up^ 
servants and made them strong t a 
work in His Name for some g r e a t 
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cause. The early Christian dis
ciples became a living church, not 
by any s t rength of their own, but 
by simple obedience. Their lives 
were made strong and pure. They 
accomplished a great work in their 
day. The spirit of prayer and of 
daily worship is surely evident in 
the words of Paul : " P r a y with
out ceas ing." This , I have often 
thought is the spirit of acceptable 
worship—not a prayer in words, 
but an at t i tude of soul. Could we 
bnt live in such purity that we 
were ever ready to turn in prayer 
unto our Lord, I believe that our 
lives would show to those about us 
the beauty of holiness. It is a state 
very high above many of us, but 
yet it is to be striven for. As our 
hopes and ideals are high, perhaps 
we, like Ernest in the beautiful 
story of the Great Stone Face, shall 
grow to resemble that for which we 
long. 

Lu the r accompli.shed much. He 
was a leader among men, and the 
people of to-day honor him as a 
valiant worker in a good cause. 
Our early Friends, in whom we 
naturally feel an especial interest, 
accomplished much—and they, too, 
have been given an honored name 
among men. And they were worthy 
of honor—as Luther and the disci
ples were. T h e s t rength of all is 
the same strength of unfailing obe
dience. 

"All tbat men desire and treasure have I 
couatwi l'»ss fnr thee, 

"Every task have [ forsaken, save this one 
—my Lord to see." * 

I s not this the spirit of worship 
exemplified in such men as Lu the r ? 

Countless are the instances tha t 
pro%'e this t ru th—that those who 
are faithful from day to day, in 
whose souls is the spirit of unceas
ing worship, are very useful in the 
world. There is a s trength given 
to such which others cannot know. 

W e find recorded, sometimes, 
what we might almost regard as 
miracles. T h e meeting of John 
and Samuel Fothergill , after the 
wondrous change in Samuel 's life 
the visit made by Geo. Dillwyn to 
the two young men who were argu- '• 
ing about the existence of a God— 
the help given by William Williams 
to the yoitng woman who had stolen 
a cup from her employer—and the 
marvellous working of that Grace 
which transformed the life of Peter 
Yarnall—all these are wonderful. 

W e sometimes hear it asked 
whether such things are happening 
to day. I like to believe that they 
are. I suppose we cannot know— 
yet I believe that in honest, dedi
cated men and women the same 
Over-ruling Power is carrying on 
H i s work. W e may not see t h e 
results in our time, but the work is 
not our own ; and results may safely 
be left. If only the spirit of wor
ship is found in us and a desire to 
obey the Voice which speaks—this 
is enough, and we may rejoice if 
so much is giyen. 

Should any one seriously ask me 
what I regard a s the greatest need 
in our Society and in the world to-
da}-, I would not know better how 
to answer than to say what I "have 
endeavored to say here : Tha t the 
great need of all men and women 
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everywhere is to feel -within them
selves the spirit of everyday wor
ship. 

Our meetings would be strength
ened by such an increase in the 
faithfulness of our members. 

Younger and older we would all be 
made stronger and better. 

The arm of the Lord is still the 
strength of His people, and He will 
not forsake those who worship Him. 

— The Friend. 

"^dnWexaXed ^omxnendaXion. 

YES, I had a pretty good time 
staying with Aunt Maria ," 

admitted the small boy when ques
tioned concerning his visit. There 

' was a doubtful note in his answer 
that awakened curiosity in the 
mother. 

" S h e said you were a good, boy , " 
she remarked suggestively. 

" Y e - s , " with the same hesitating 
tone. Then the method of explan
ation grew clear and the little face 
brightened. " B n t you see A u n t 
Maria sort of mixes up her praising 
you with her scolds, and you don' t 
exact ly know which it tastes most 
of. When I thought I'd surprise 
h e r by picking the currants for sup
per she .said : 'Now tha t ' s a good 
boy, tha t ' s a real help. W h y can ' t 
5'ou be thoughtful like that all the 
t ime instsad of leaving me to pick 
them myself yesterday? ' When I 
just flew upstairs to get her thim
ble, she thanked me, but she said, 
why wasn ' t I quick to notice all 
t he time ? She makes you feel as 
if you couldn't be glad about being 
good to-day because you ' re so 
ashamed you wasn't better yester
day, and it sort of makes you lone
some'. ' ' 

Aunt Maria 's name is legion, aud 
she goes complacently on her way 

scattering discomfort and discour
agement without the least idea of 
the harm she^ is doing. Many a 
mistress who wonders why her ser
vants lack heart and interest might 
find an explanation in the fact that 
her commendations always degen
erate into fault-finding. Teachers 
and parents who are quite sure they 
always praise where praise is due, 
and wonder that they awaken no 
enthusiasm for well-doing, may 
find, if they pause to consider, 
that they usually spoil the sweet 
w.ith an admixture of bitterness. 
Give thanks and praise whenever 
they can be conscientiously given, 
and when reproof is needed let it 
have its own time and place. 

—Exchange. 

T ru th is hidden and unseen with
out personality. Personality is dull 
and uninspired except when lighted 
up by t ru th . But let t ru th charge 
the person and there flashes on t h e 
world the brilliancy and glory of 
man inspired and fired as it were 
by t ru th . This is the power of 
Christian life and character. 
Christianity gets its real utterance 
only in the lifes and at the lips 
of Christians. 

— Wilton Merle Smith. 
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6r 

TH E Apostle Paul, in writ ing to 
Timothy, gives this summary 

of the duties of the minister of the 
gospel : "P reach the word : be in
s t an t in season, out of season ; re
prove , rebuke, exhort , with all 
longsuffering and doct r ine ." He 
further says, " T h e m that sin re
b u k e before all, that others also 
•may fear ." There is, therefore, 
apostolic author i ty for rebuke in 
preaching. 

Not long ago the writer heard a 
pastor say that the ar t of rebuke in 
t h e Christian pulpit of to-day was 
well-nigh a lost art. There is, no 
•doubt, much t ruth in this statement; 
and yet in many pulpits there is 
qu i t e enough of the element of re
buke still remaining. There is, 
however, not much art about the 
rebuke that is nowadays most com
mon. The rebuke that has New 
Tes tament sanction is the kind that 
i s long-suffering, is made in love, 
and is free from censoriousness. 
T h e r e is no art about a cold, heart
less, censorious rebuke. I t chills, 
arouses antagonism, and defeats the 
very purposes intended. 

Christ 's teaching and preaching 
had in them the element of rebuke. 
But His rebuke was with tears, as 
when He wept over Jerusalem, and 
a s when H e was grieved at the 
•hardness of the hearts of the people. 

Paul did not fail to practice his 
own preaching. Those who turned 
away from the t ru th received his 
s h a r p rebuke in the letters which 
h e wrote to the churches. Ye t he 

was able to say, " I have not ceased 
to warn every one of you day and 
night with t ea r s . " 

Rebuke for wrong doing, if ad
ministered with gentleness, and out 
of a heart breaking with love for the 
wrong-doer, is an effective means of 
awakening and saving souls. Paul 
found it so. So have other preach
ers down through the ages since. 
But if the rebuke is censorious, or 
of the nature of fault-finding, or 
degenerates into scolding, it repels, 
and does more harm than good. 
Many preachers fall into a habit of 
rebuking their people for their dull
ness and derelictions in a spirit tha t 
merits these characterizations. This 
is not the kind of rebuke which 
Christ and Paul used so efficaciously, 
and which every preacher t o d a y 
should be a master in. By no means. 
There is an art in wise rebuke. T o 
learn and use that art one must 
learn the art of Jesus Christ in 
winning men. Eyeryone going 
forth to rebuke the church for i ts 
backslidings or sinners for their re
bellion against God should go forth 
weeping, bearing precious seed, and 
they will, doubtless, come again re
joicing, bringing their sheaves wi th 
them. Oh! for more of this heav
enly, this divine, art of rebuke in 
the pulpit of these times I 

—Religious Telescope. 

Let us not dare to t r iumph in 
what Christ has done for us if we 
are not conscious of His purifying 
work within us. 
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^envig ittart^n—i6lt«»ion« in ^ndia . 

Ninety-six years ago. there died at 
Tocat, Central Turkey, a young man, 
thirty-one years of age, whose influ
ence has reached across, the interven
ing century and moulds human life 
even to day. 

Though a miner's son, Henry Mar
tyn enjoyed good educational advan
tages. He entered St. John's college, 
in Cambridge, and there distinguished 
himself both in Latin and in mathe
matics. His father's death exerted a 
deep influence on Henry Marts'n. and 
his thoughts turned to the Christian 
ministry. After graduating from 
Cambridge, he served, for a time, as 
curate to Charles Simeon. A chap
laincy under the East India Company 
became an opportunity for reaching 
India and carrying the Gospel to its 
heathen population. After five years 
of service here, his health became so 
impaired as to require a change of 
climate. He went to Persia in 1811, 
seeking to improve this opportunity 
for translating the Scriptures into 
Persian. On October i6th, 1812, he 
died, as he journeyed homeward 
across 1,300 miles of rough country 
on horseback. 

I t appears that one of the strongest 
influences in Martyn's life was the 
godly university preacher, Charles 
Simeon. It was he who turned the 
thoughts of Martyn toward the mis
sion field by commending Carey and 
his life. Another strong influence 
was the life of David Brainerd. Al
though separated from him by time 
and space, Brainerd, by the mere 
record of his godly and missionary 
life, vitally influenced Martyn. In 
1806, Martyn wrote in his diary. 

"With McK. at night, read Hebrews 
and some of D. Brainerd's letters. 
Blessed be the memory of that holy 
man ! I feel happy that I shall have 
his book with me in India,- and thus 
enjoy, in a manner, the benefit of h i s 
company and example." 

In 1803, he wrote in his diary, "Iij 
prayer, God vouchsafed the spirit of 
supplication. For the first time I 
found myself happy in this social ex- , 
ercise; ray desires after God were 
clear and strong, and it was with 
great unwillingness that I left off." 
Of course, it wasn't easy to find t ime 
for prayer, and we read, "Resolved, I 
would gain some hours from my 
usual sleep, if there were no other 
way ; but failed this morning in con
sequence of sitting up so la te ." Let 
us not think that prayer was an easy 
exercise, for we read, "Continued 
above an hour in prayer in great dead-
ness till towards the end, when I 
could have gone on with delight if 
my strength had permitted." In one 
place he quotes Mr. Simeon, the uni
versity preacher, as saying, that i t 
was easier for a minister to preach 
and study five hours than to pray for 
his people one-half hour. Henry 
Martyn's prayer life seems to shine 
ont most clearly in the following pass
age written as he was on his voyage 
to India : "If there be anything I 
do, if there be anything I leave un
done, let me be perfect in prayer. ' ' 

We know of no life so dominated 
by a love for souls as that of Henry 
Martyn, save the life of our Lord and 
perhaps that of Paul. In season and 
out of season, he was pleading with 
men. Many a reference is made in 
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bis diary to opportunities neglected. 
• 'The sunshine was presently overcast 
by my carelessly neglecting to speak 
to the good of two men, when I had 
opportunity." Again, "Was greatly 
distressed at not having spoken to an 
old man with whom I might have 
conversed, and again for not joining 
some townsmen to whom I might 
have done good, and for having at
tempted to begin a religious conver
sation with—in a most unreasonable 
and uncharitable manner." 

His life was marked by a wonderful 
humility, gained, however, only by 
repeated battlings with pride. The 
spirit of sacrifice burned within him. 
In going to India, he renounced not 
only earthly ambition, but the object 
of his only and supreme heart pas
sion. Devotion to his Master's work 
made him write from India, "Now let 
me burn out for God." While from 
Persia, shortly before his death, he 
wrote, "Here I am, therefore, for 
three months more ; our Testament 
will be finished, please God, in six 
weeks. I go on as usual, riding 
around the walls in the morning, and 
singing hymris at night over my milk 
and water, for tea 1 have none, though 
I much want it. 

This life, shorter by two years than 
t ha t of Him whom he served, seemed, 
to his own" generation, lost, thrown 
away, wasted. To-day, across the 
century, it shines with the beauty of 
holiness, the glory of sacrifice, and 
the power of an endless life."—Sel. 

Cottortt Q art!est In ^nd ia 
The cool season of India is much 

enjoyed by all our workers. It is the 
buaifcst season of the year. We only 
regret that it does not last longer. 
The warm days will come all to soon. 

The cotton is being picked and 
hauled to the gins. Anklesvar is one 
of the largest ginning towns in th i s 
part of India. Loads and loads o f 
cotton are brought in from every di
rection and from great distances. 
Cotton '\'s being ginned here which 
was grown four hundred miles away. 
This, for the sake of securing t h e 
Anklesvar brand, which givea the 
cotton a higher market value. T h e 
cotton from the beautiful little field 
about the bungalow is fast being 
gathered and hauled away, and w e 
miss the beautiful snow-white bolls 
which burst from their pods. T h e 
harvest time has come for the cotton 
though it is the sowing time for t h e 
precious seed, the Word of Life. 

Beside the cotton hauling, large 
numbers of ox carts bring lumber 
from the jungle into town, to be used 
for'building. Last evening we went, 
across the-road into a lumber yard 
which was full of carts, oxen and 
men who were there for the night. 
The men .sat about in groups resting: 
after their day's work. We went near 
and sang a song. Soon they came, 
one by one, until we had an audience 
of fifty, then our native brother, Dan
iel, began to tell them the story oC 
creation, while Brother Eby showed 
them the picture chart. All listened 
attentively for a few minutes. When 
one turned to walk away, a new pic
ture was turned toward them. T h e 
seemingly disinterested man returned 
and remained till the audience was-
dismissed. All were quiet and lis
tened well, but when we started home 
they began talking to each other 
about what they had seen and heard. 
The telling of the story is only a be
ginning; they tell it to each other 
and to their families at home, and s o 
the news is spread.—The Missioiiary^ 
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^ 0 n f iH ilenr ©eetatnent 
®atnc tor ^ 0 v e a . 

What if, with the assurance of the 
-writers of Bible history, one could 
point in every day affairs to the hand 
of God! One would wish to tell, in 
th i s assured way, the story of the 
"Korean New Testaments which the 
American Bible Society's Agency in 

Japan furnished to the missionaries 
entering Korea in 1885. 

In i88r, Korea was savagely hostile 
t o Christianity. . Any Korean pre
suming to aid in bringing the Bible 
t o Korea or even possessing a Bible 
a t th.1t time would risk his life. At 
t h e king's palace in Seoul was a very 
"learned man named Rijutei, a great 
linguist, and able writer, and a pagan 
•withal who hated Christianity like 
t h e rest of the Court Circle, for he was 
Court Annalist. This man became 
the translator of the New Testament 
in to Korean. How he came to do it 
-is the story worth telling. 

The King of Korea, in i88[, hap
pened to send one of his ofiicials, an 
-intimate friend of Rijutei, to Japan to 
s tudy the new system of agriculture. 
This man was told to consult some 
Japanese expert in the science, and it 
happened that he was referred to a 
<ertain Mr. Tsuda, who was an au
thority- on agriculture—and also a 
•Christian. 

It happened that, on the walls of 
t h e room where these two men dis
cussed farming, the Korean saw a 
scroll in Chine.se containing the Ser
mon on the Mount. He was startled 
by what he read on the scroll, for he 
had to admit then and there that these 
Sdvings of Christ were good and en
l ightening to the mind. Mr. Tsuda 
aaked him to take the scroll with him 
t o Korea, but the Korean declined. 

saying, with pale lips, that, if that 
scroll were found in his possession, 
his head would be cut off. But it 
happened that ideas found in the 
scroll went to Korea treasured in his 
mind. 

Near to bursting with the greatness 
of his discovery, this man had to 
speak of it to some one. It happened 
that the one man in all Korea, whom 
he dared trust in such a plight, was 
his friend Rijutei, the Court Annalist. 
Rijutei heard his friend's story with 
an amused smile, asked a question or 
two, became more serious, listened 
intently, and finally decided that he 
must find some way of going to Japan 
to see this wonderful scroll himself. 
But he could find no excuse for ask
ing leave to go to Japan. After a 
time, however, a request came to the 
king for a learned man to be professor 
of the Korean language in the Im
perial University at Tokyo in Japan, 
and curiously enough it happened 
that the king picked out for this duty 
Rijutei. 

Rijutei made no secret of his pleas
ure at the appointment. He went to 
Japan ; in due time he sought out 
Mr. Tsuda; he got a Chinese Bible; 
he found a helpful teacher in one of 
the Japanese pastors ; and finally he 
found Jesus Christ as his Saviour and 
Lord. It happened that a man of his 
nature could not be a Christij^n with
out being a prayer-meeting Christian 
and a hymn-writing Christian. So 
the fame of this remarkable Korean 
professor reached Mr. Loomis, the 
Bible Society Agent in "Vokohama, 
who wanted jus t such a man. So it 
happened that soon Rijutei was giv
ing all the time that he could spare 
from the university to translating the 
New Testament "into Korean. The 
Gospel of Mark was printed in Ko-

http://th.1t
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rean in the year 1884, and also the 
China-Korean New Testament, and in 
the report of the Bible Society it is 

said that "it will now be possible t o 
supply Korea with Scriptures as fast 
as the work requires. "—Sel. 

give for ®ad. 
"I t is no longer I that live, but 

Christ that liveth in me . " So writes 
the Apostle. What ar life this is— 
Christ living in you. His the ways. 
His the thought. His the action! 
This means simply life revolution
ized, a Hew motive, a new vitalizing, 
energizing power. There is an end 
to selfishness, to self-seeking, to put
t ing self forward to pushing into the 
place of proniinence. The heart's de
sire is not to be seen but to serve. 

Such a life tells. It is fruitful. Its 
results are hardly known here on 
earth. I t is so often obscure. I t is 
found in the homes of the poor and 
down trodden, the unfortunate, the 
sinful. But it gets a grip on men 
and holds them up till strength to 
stand comes into the weak knees, 
weak through self distrust, possibly, or 
lack of courage, or of brotherly sym
pathy. 

Christ living in a man will induce 
many a line of action, strange to the 
world. It helps the one needing 
help, nor passes by on the other side. 
" In honor preferring one another," a 
phenomenon of conduct largely un
known in the Christian church, yet 
this is the Christ spirit. 

How can it be brought about ? you 
ask. The apostle answers again: 
"The life which I now live I live by 
the faith of the Son of God." A di
vinely inspired faith means a life or 
a plane above the human. This faith 

sees that there is more in heaven thait 
on earth. It lays hold on the th ings 
of God, as it is God-begotten. 

• "It sees the triumph from afar. 
By faith they brinp it nigh ;' 

It laughs at impossibilitiefi, 
And cries it shall be done." 

Such is the power of a God-given 
faith. 

The world needs men who are liv
ing for God. Are you ? If not, will 
you not begin at once to square your 
life as God wills it ? You have the 
guidance of Scripture. Read and 
seek to know Him. Become ac
quainted with the Infinite One. Let 
His will be yours. You came into 
this life by confessing and forsaking 
sin, and by believing on . the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who will be to you, as to-
all, a Saviour, saving you from all 
sin. 

g00%tin0 at ®tlt«r«. 
I t is not enough that you have 

laid aside your weights and your 
sins, and begun to run the race for 
eternal life. This is well. But you 
must attend to another thing.—You 
must be careful where you look. If 
you keep looking unto Jesus, your 
progress heavenward will be steady.. 
If you get to looking at others, you 
will either stop running, or will run 
in a circle. There will be no advance
ment. By degrees, you will begin to 
slide back. It will not do to get yonr 
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attention upon others, so as to regu-
"late your pace by theirs, no matter 
-who they are. 

If you look to the mass of profess-
•ing Christians, you will find among 
them those who are kind in their dis
position and amiable in their conduct: 
But they are in the world, as well as 
i n the Church. They go to camp-
meetings, where Jesus is honored; 
and they g6 to the Lodge, where 
Jesus is rejected. They make prayers, 
and they make money by means which 
t h e Bible condemns. They violate 
the plainest precepts of the Gospel; 
:and they found seminaries to train up 
preachers of the Gospel. They give 
largely, and their praise is in all the 
•churches. 

If you get t» looking at such cases, 
you" will, no matter how clear 
your experience, become influenced by 
them. The first aim of the devil will 
be to make you "charitable,"—that 
i s , to call darkness light, and evil 
good. Then you will begin to ad
mire the munificence displayed, and 
to covet the praise bestowed. The 
•next step will be to imitate, on a 
small scale, an example that excites 
general commendation. The Bible 
will cease to be your guide—to talk 
about being led by the Spirit, will 
appear to you as fanaticism. At the 
very best, you will soon be found 
"among those who have the form of 
godliness, but deny the power there
of." 

If you look at those who are really 
t ry ing to follow the Lord, fully, you 
will find imperfections that you did 
not expect.—There are spots, on the 
sun. In some respects, they will not 
be as "s t ra i t" as you think they 
should be. You may attach very gfreat 
importance to things not spoken of in 
the "Word of God, to which they ap

pear to attach but little. They aiay 
even allow what you unqualifiedly 
condemn.—They may have one mis-
son to fulfill, and you another. Their 
light, on some points not clearly re
vealed in -the Bible, may differ from 
yours. In the Body of Christ, you 
may be an eye—they may be a hand. 
The palm, hardened by toil, can stand 
that which would destroy the eye. 

Some may not bear their share of 
the sacrifices of ease or of money 
needed to carry on the work of God. 
While you are toiling, they may be 
attending a religious service. They 
may appear to think more of "gett ing 
blessed" than they do of paying the 
preacher, or of building a church. 

Now if you suffer yourself thus to 
look at any of your fellow-Christians 
with the eye of a critic or a judge, 
you will stumble. "Who art thou, 
that judgest another man's servant? 
To his own master he standeth or 
falleth." Imitate what you see in 
others that is good—avoid what ap- . 
pears to be evil. If you do their 
work, you will get their reward. If 
you pay money which they ought to 
pay, they will be the losers. Yours 
will be an eternal gain. None of the 
old martyrs would allow a fellow-
Christian to take his place in the 
dungeon, or at the stake. You ought 
to be equally careful not to allow 
another to do the work which God 
has given you the ability and the op
portunity to perform. 

Keep your eye on Christ. If the 
sacrifices you are called upon to make 
seem great, think of what your Sav
iour suffered. He endured the Cross, 
despising the shame, and He will 
give you grace to do likewise. If 
your labors appear arduous, get your 
eye fixed on Him who says, ' 'Behold., 
I come quickly, and my reward is 
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with me to give to every man accord
ing as his work shall be. B.T.R. 

gn ittewtorlatw.. 

REV. WM. JONES. 

W M . JONES, miuister of the Gospel 

for nearly fifty years, passed home-
-ward from the home of Edwin and 
Virginia Sellew at Pooli, Pa. His 
was no ordinary life. He was con
verted at about forty years of age, 
became identified with the Free 
Methodist church at the time of its 
formation, and became one of the 
earliest members of the old Genesee 
conference in the early years of the 
decade of i86o-;o. He continued in 
the active ministry until precluded by 
the advance of years. 

They were known to me in boy
hood, this devoted man of God, his 
wife and family. The acquaintance 
thus begun has continued on through 
life. 

What a life of service his was. Not 
for money nor fame, but for the souls 
of men he labored, not sparing him
self. East and West he preached 
Christ and His Gospel, not by word 
only but by a Godly life. 

So ever given, not much provision 
could be made for old age, and some
times they would look anxiously 
ahead. But when the time for retire
ment came Edwin Sellew who knew 
the denials and trials of an itinerant 
life, opened his home to the parents 
of his wife, and together they cared for 
these saints of God and saw them go 
rejoicing home. So God-provided for 
them and the house was doubly blessed. 

His services were not ended with 
his retirement, but personal efforts 
supplanted the p-alpit utterances, and 
one and another was added to Christ. 

On his daily walks, he had a friendl3r 
word for the passerby: this often led 
to farther acquaintance, and so the 
chain of influence begun. 

He suffered much during the last 
weeks, but would exclaim : 

Oh! -what are all our sufferings here, 
U Lord, thou count me meet; 

With that enraptured host to appear. 
And worship'at thy feet 

Quickly and calmly he passed away, 
facing death as a man faces a friend. 
In his last moments he wiped his 
brow and replaced his handkerchief 
in his pocket calmly, as his breath 
grew fainter. The physician said, I . 
never saw such a scene. The daughter 
said, for this he has been preparing 
many years. 

They laid him to rest at Batavia. 
His old fnends, Wm Manning and 
Edmond Eggleston, •with others, were 
there to lay him to rest. Rev. Adam 
Kress ofiSciated at Pooli. His words 
were with good effect. So our friends 
pass on. A noble company, "The 
glory and honor of the ear th ," says 
the Revelator. 

CHAS. B. EBEY. 

We cannot let the death of this 
brother pass without notice, for such 
men are too rare. He was of English 
stock, settled in Illinois, and affili
ated at an early day with the Free 
Methodist church. 

Of his services as editor and pastor, 
we need not speak. 

He stood for certain principles as 
represented in the church of his 
choice ; and by these principles he 
stood manfully and boldly. He had 
the courage of his convictions and 
dared to champion them. He was a 
friendly man, ready to do good. His 
death came suddenly, like a bolt from 
a clear sky without warning. What 



wggp'^imim wmsm W ^ S " 

68 THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN. 

a shock it was to all! He has gone 
to join the ranks of the faithful and 
the true. He ministered to many of 
love and sympathy, of truth and con
viction, and many, through him, came 
to know Christ. Verily, such have 
their reward. 

JOSEPHUS COLLINS. 

He was a hearty, whole souled man, 
who loved God and his fellowman. 
He early became identified with the 
Free Methodist church, and was 
prominent as a layman in its meet
ings and conferences. He lived at 
Rose Valley, N. Y., where he was a 
pillar in the church. The preacher 
always found a welcome at his home. 
He loved a live meeting and lived 
a joyous, happy Christian life. He 
served the church well in his day. 
The latter years of his life were spent 
under a mental cloud, but his love to 
God was not clouded. He has gone 
to his reward. 

His daughter, wife of the mission
ary secretary. Rev. Benj. Winget, 
cared for him during his last months. 
She, with his son Dr. Newton M. 
Collins, of Rochester, N. Y., survive 
him. Brother and Sister Collins min
istered to many of their substance 
and of their hospitality. 

31 f e w ^ a s * at 
field. 

l lortJt-

The great privilege was granted me 
this summer of spending a few weeks 
at Northfied, JIass., and listening to 
many addresses, both from foreign 
missionaries and other celebrated 
Christian workers. The morning 
Bible lessons on the historical books 
of the Bible by the Rev. A. T. Pierson 
were good for the soul as well as light 
for the intellect. 

He gave us an introductory talk, 
quoting Augustine's saying, " T h e 
New Testament is latent and potent 
in the Old." 

He is not among those who lightly 
esteem the Old Testament. The 
whole Bible is to him God's inspired 
Word, and he told us that for the past 
fifty- years he had spent more time-
reading it than he had in reading all-
other books put together. The great
est reverence toward God marks his-
manner, and you can but feel as you-
listen to him that he knows God in
timately. 

His general subject was "Old Tes
tament Lessons for New Testament 
Learners." 

The following subjects were taken 
up, day by day : 

I. Introductory. The Historical 
Portion of the Old Testament. I ts 
Ethical and Spiritual value. Its illus
trative and ty-pical meaning. Special 
Significance of the Second Division 
from Joshua to Solomon's Song. 

II. Joshua : The Law of Occupa-
tian and Appropriation. Possession 
by Dispossession. Divine Promise 
and Human Compromise. 

III. Judges : The Anarchy of self-
will. Victory and defeat. Captivity 
and Deliverance. Success and Fail
ure. 

IV. Ruth : The Mystery of Re
demption. Backsliding and Return. 
Forbidden Territory and Divine Judg
ment. The Typical Redeemer. 

V. The Books of the Kingdom. 
The Mistake of Monarchy. Samuel 
and the Prophetic Succession. The 
three typical Reigns. 

Circumstances prevented my re
maining to hear the addresses on t h e 
other books, but what I did hear will 
bean eternal heritage of good.—A.P.C. 
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T H E DELAY THIS HONTH is due to brrakac-e of the engine. 

W ê are sorry for the delay ; but our friends will help bear this our dis

appointment as well as theirs. 

Zbe Barnest dbrlstian's 

jfountain pen ®ffer 
We have been tiuccefsful in closing a special contract with the L A U O H U N . 

MFG. CO. of Detroit, Mich., whereby we can supply a guaranteed : : : : : 

$2.00 (3oib ffountatn |pen, 
to e ery i-ubscriber. old or new, who sends us, '"'-^ 

A YEAR'S SUBSCRIPTION AND SEVENTT-FIVE (TS) CEHTS ADDITIONAL. 
The pen will be forwarded immediately on receipt of the money The pen 
is made of the best quality of hard rubber, in four parts, and fitted with a 
guaranteed irridium pointed 14-k GOLD PEN. The "fountain" is through
out of the simplest construction and cannot get ont of order, overflow, or fail 

to supply ink to the nib. 

**H yountaln ipen is a IReceggtt^ 

of tbe gvpentletb denturp." 
The Egyptians used a split reed; our grandfathers used a goosequill; our 

• fathers used a steel or ordinary gold pen ; but we to day want 

tha t dispenses with^tbe iueonveuient inkstand, that does not corrode, and 
is always ready for use. Bears the manufacturer's guarHutee that the pen is 
solid GOLD 14 k fine. If it does not prove satisfactory in every way we will 
exchange it for another, or return the 75 cents iiddltional on return of pen 

Be s u r e a n d s t a t e w h e t h e r you w a n t a F ine , M e d i u m , o r S t u b 

This is an unusual opportunity to secure, at a very low price, 
an article of superior quality that is coming to be essential 
to the comfort and convenience of every one who -writes. 

$ 1 « C "The Leader" Fountain Pen, No. 1, a $2 Pen. <^^ ^ 7 ^ 
l . / D . and tbe EARNEST CHRISTIAN for One Year ^ l . J D , 

^ " N O T K T H E * D V * N C E I N PRICE rOR WHICH IT WILL BE 
• CNT BY REGISTERED MAIL, THUS INSURING DELIVERY. 

Address, B. H. ROBERTS, North Chili, N". Y. 



The Life of Benjamin Titus Roberts 

Benjamin 
Zitm 
IRoberts, 

S e a s o n 

Q êngon g . (gofierf 6 

,A Volume of interest to many. The story of a faithful Ifte in 
God's service. Full account of his early life, his law studies, con
version, call to the ministry, ce-llege life, home letters. His expe
riences as a young minister, successes and discouragements. Learns 
to be a Fisher of Men. Appointment at Rushford, Buffalo, Brock-
port, Albipu., New School Metliodism, Conference Troubles, Cast 
Out for Christ 's-Sake. Trials and Blessings. The Movement 
W e s t , and, East.. Camp-meetings at Bergen, St. Charles, Pekin. 
The Free i ^ t h o d i s t Church. Thirty-three years as General Super
intendent. -

: The causes leading to the formation of the Free Methodist 
Church are folly set forth. Important papers bearing upon that 
event are reprinted, in full, qotably the article on New School 
Methodism. Estes' Review ofptie Trial, Proceedings of Laymen's 
Convention. ^- ,• " 

Members of the Free Methodist Church cannot fail to be inter
ested in this volume. Price $1.60. 

It is well made, printedron good paper, well bound in cloth. 
Address, B. H." ROBERTS, North Chili, N. Y. 

HOLINESS TEACHINGS. 
.•i Compilation of the ^^''ritiiigs on the Subject ot 

B l B h E rnQhimEBB',:,/ 
of REV. B. T. ROBERTS, 

Founder of THB EARNEST CHRISTIAN. 

It is a voiuuie of 2-58 pages embracing the Editorial Writings of thirty-
three years on this subject. 

On this all ini^-ortant topic i^e. writer, fearless of the opinions of others, 
wrote his idea of Scriptural Holiness, denouncing and exposing shams aod 
popular sins in the spirit of fearless love. 

Price 81 per copy. P.istage 10 cents. VVdiires.s, B. U. RoBBBTS, Nor th Cbili, K. Y. 
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