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T H E WORK OF GOD. 

Written by the editor of this magazine and 
adopted by the General Conference as a re
port on the state of the wort. 

It is now twenty-six years since 
the first Free Methodist conference 
was held. Our beginning was small. 
As we at this seventh session of our 
General Conference look back upon 
the visible results of our labors, we 
see much to encourage us in the 
more active prosecution of the work 
to which, in the providence of God, 
and by his Holy Spirit, we have 
been called. 

We began our existence as a 
church under circumstances appar
ently most inauspicious. I t was at 
a period when worldliness was mak
ing great encroachments upon the 
churches; when secret societies 
were springing up magic-like _all 
over the land. By the grace of God 
we have been enabled to maintain 
the scriptural position we at first 
assumed in respect to worldly con
formity, and to the connection of 
Christians with secret societies. 

Though the uncompromising stand 
we occupy in relation to these popu
lar enemies of the Gospel and our 
constant endeavor to promote vital 
godliness bring us in conflict with 
almost the entire community, yet by 
the blessing of God our statistics 
show a gratifying increase. 

The necessity of the work to 
which God has called us is becoming 
more apparent every year. That 
we may properly fulfill the mission 

to which we are called, and hold up 
plainly the Bible standard of salva
tion, and preach the Gospel to the 
poor we must guard against the 
dangers to which we are exposed, 
and we must zealously use such 
means as divine wisdom suggests, 
and God will approve and honor, 
for the permanence and the spread 
of the work committed to our hands. 
We call your attention to a few of 
these : 

1. There is danger of our imper
ceptibly imbibing the spirit and 
adopting the practices of other 
churches around us. The magni
tude of this danger will be in pro
portion to the freedom with which 
we mingle with them. If we help 
in doing a superficial work we shall 
ourselves become superficial. If in 
revival efforts we insist upon a 
thorough work in all respects, other 
churches will not want to unite with 
us : if we do not we shall be recreant 
to our trust, and we shall fall into 
condemnation and spiritual death. 
Our only safety is lo attend to our 
own business and to our own work. 

2. There is danger of our losing 
sight of the true nature of our work, 
and becoming mere reformers. 
While the religion we teach will 
make us take our stand on the side 
of every great moral reform, yet it 
will not permit us to make zeal for 
reforms a substitute for vital godli
ness. Christian efforts, put forth in 
a Christian spirit to promote re
forms, will be but one of many of 
the fruits borne by the tree of 



i66 THE EARNEST CHRISTAN. 

righteousness of God's own planting. 
3, We must steadily insist upon it 

that " Except a man be born again 
he cannot see the kingdom of God." 
We must not give encouragement to 
any to think that they are in a state 
of salvation until they have experi
enced this supernatural, radical 
change of heart. Anything short 
of this will only deceive to the eter
nal undoing of souls. Superficial 
work we cannot afford to do for the 
sake of adding to the numbers of 
the cburch, or for any earthly con
sideration. Our work for the salva-
tion-of men is to be tried by fire and 
we musl see to it that it is so 
thorough that it will stand the test. 

4. Everywhere we must steadily 
bold up the- standard of scriptural 
holiness. The people are in danger 
of being deceived upon this vital 
matter, so that they will make a pro
fession of holiness when their expe-, 
rience and their lives will not stand 
the test of the Word of God. We 
m'jst not, on the one hand, give any 
encouragement to a spurious holi
ness, that consists largely in adher
ence to the doctrine slated in gener
al terms, that permits fellowship 
with secret societies which reject 
Christ, that allows conformity to the 
world in things which God forbids, 
that knows not the cross of Christ, 
and is a stranger to the self-denial 
which Christ enjoins as an unalter
able condition of discipleship ; nor 
on the other hand to an egotistical 
holiness, which under various guises, 
makes self the centre around which 
everything must revolve, which 
manifests a harsh and censorious 
spirit, and denounces those who 
venture to dissent from its methods 
and measures. We must not get 
the standard of holiness loo low, 
lest those who profess it rest in a 
false security, and dream of heaven, 
when they are wanting in the quali
ties necessary for admission : nor 
must we gel il too high, lest some 
attain to an imaginary holiness, 

which in the end will prove to be a 
delusion and a snare. There is still 
need of giving attention to the 
words of the wise man, " Be not 
righteous over much, neilher make 
thyself over-wise; why shouldst 
thou destroy thyself."—Eccl. 7 : 16. 

5. We must continue to insist 
upon it that those who profess sal
vation under our labors shall meet 
the conditions of salvation as laid 
down in the Word of God, It is too 
painfully obvious that many make a 
profession of being Christians and 
even enjoying the blessing of holi
ness, who according to the standard 
acknowledged by Methodists gener
ally are not Scripturally awakened. 
This stands greatly in the way of 
the work of God. I l is filling the 
churches with deceived professors. 
We must, witb the apostle, show to 
the people " that they should re
pent and turn .to God, and do work 
meet for repentance."—Acts 26 :20. 
To all who would obtain forgive
ness of God the condition and the 
promise still holds good : " If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteous
ness."—r Jno. 1: 9. Sins committed 
against the public must be confess
ed publicly, as was the case under 
Paul ' s ' preaching, " And many that 
believed came and confessed and 
showed their deeds. Many of them 
also which used curious arts brought 
their books together, and burned 
them before all men, and they 
counted the price of them, and 
found it fifty thousand pieces 
of silver."—Acts 19 : 19. The sa
loon keeper should turn his liquor 
into the s treets; the card-player and 
novel-reader should burn his cards 
and novels ; the tobacco-user should 
commit his tobacco, pipes and cigars 
to the flames, and never again touch 
the unclean thing ; those who have 
bound themselves by secret oaths 
should renounce the despotism of 
the lodge, and the slaves of fashion 


