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THE WORK OF GOD.

Written by the editor of this magazine and
adopted by the General Conference as a re-
port on the state of the work.

It is now twenty-six years since
the first Free Methodist conference
was held. Our beginning was small.
As we at this seventh session of our
General Conference look back upon
the visible results of our labors, we
see much to encourage us in the
more active prosecution of the work
to which, in the providence of God,
and by his Holy Spirit, we have
been called. :

We began our existence as a
church under circumstances appar-
ently most inauspicious. It was at
a period when worldliness was mak-
ing great encroachments upon the
churches ; when ‘secret societies
were springing up magic-like all
over-the land. By the grace of God
we have been enabled to maintain
the scriptural position we at first
assumed in respect to worldly con-
formity, and to the connection of
Christians with secret societies.

Though the uncompromising stand
We occupy in relation to these popu-
lar enemies of the Gospel and our
constant endeavor to promote vital
godliness bring us in conflict with
almost the entire community, yet by
the blessing of God our statistics
show a gratifying increase.

The necessity of the work to
which God has called us is becoming
more apparent every year. That
Wwe may properly fulfill the mission

to which we are called, and hold up
plainly the Bible standard of salva-
tion, and preach the Gospel to the
poor we must guard against the
dangers to which we are exposed,
and we must zealously use such
means as divine wisdom suggests,
and God will approve and honor,
for the permanence and the spread
of the work committed to our hands.
We call your attention to a few of
these :

1. There is danger of our imper-
ceptibly imbibing the spirit and
adopting the practices of other
churches around us. The magni-
tude of this danger will be in pro-
portion to the freedom with which
we mingle with them. If we help
in doing a superficial work we shall
ourselves become superficial. If in
revival efforts we idsist upon a
thorough work in all respects, other
churches will not want to unite with
us : if we do not we shall be recreant
to our trust, and we shall fall into
condemnation and spiritual death.
Our only safety is to attend to our
own business and to our own work.

2. There is danger of our losing
sight of the true nature of our work,
and becoming ~mere reformers.
While the religion we. teach will
make us take our stand on the side
of every great moral reform, yet it
will not permit us to make zeal for
reforms a substitute for vital godli-
ness. Christian efforts, put forth in
a Christian spirit to promote re-
forms, will be but one of many of

the fruits borne by the tree of







