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R E D E E M E D FROM T H E 
CURSE. 

BY REV. B. T. ROBERTS. 

God made man to be happy. All 
his senses were avenues of delight. 
His mind, capable of comprehend
ing the wonders of creation, unfold
ed before him inexhaustible sources 
of refined pleasures. His moral 
nature bringing him into fellowship 
with God, making him capable of 
the bliss of holiness, placed him al 
the head of all earthly creatures. 
He was given Paradise for his 
abode, having only " to dress il and 
keep it," which furnished no more 
employment than he needed. 

Only one positive command was 
given him, to test his obedietrce. 
This command he violated and fell 
from his bigh estate. The woman, 
tempted by the serpent, led in the 
transgression. 

The curse was pronounced upon 
tbe tempter and upon those who 
yielded to the temptation. 

" And the Lord God said nnto 
the serpent, Becbuse thou hast done 
this, thou art cursed above all cattle, 
and above every beast of the field ; 
upon thy belly shalt thou go, and 
dust shalt thou eat all the days of 

thy life : And I will put enmity be
tween thee and the woman and be
tween thy seed and her s eed ; it 
sball bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise his heel." 

Unto the woman he said, " I will 
greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy 
conception; in sorrow thou shalt 
bring forth children ; and thy desire 
shall be lo thy husband, and he 
shall rule over thee." And unto 
Adam he said, "because thou hast 
hearkened unto the voice of thy 
wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of 
which I commanded thee, saying. 
Thou shalt not eat of it, cursed is 
the ground for thy sake ; in sorrow 
shalt thou eat of it all the days of 
thy life. Thorns also and thistles 
shall it bring forth to tbee ; and 
thou shalt eat the herb of the field .' 
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou 
eat bread, till thou re tum unto the 
ground ; for out of it wast thou 
taken ; for dust thou art, and unto 
dust shalt thou return."—Gen. 3 : 
14-19. ' 

The mercy of God shines forth in 
the curse pronounced upon the 
tempter. Not that any mercy was 
shown to him. The doom of the 
tempter was firm and irrevocable. 
In his sentence there was no. mitiga
tion, no reprieve, no hope. This 
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shows the estimate in which God 
holds those who tempt oihers to sin. 

But there was held out hope for 
man. i. Though he had fallen, 
and had acquired a love for sin, 
God promised to give him a super
natural hatred of Satan, the tempter. 
" I will put etitnity between ihee atid the 
woman, and between thy seed atid her 
seed!' And so it is, that white men 
serve Satan yet they hate Satan. 
They cannot bear to be told of their 
relation to him. Some of his ser
vants sought to kill Jesus. They 
could not endure to hear him say : 
" Ye are of your father the devil." 
Saloons, the temples of Satan, are 
never formally dedicated to his ser
vice. His ministers never exhibit 
their proper credentials and preach 
under their appropriate designation. 
He does not manifesi himself in his 
t rue character. " Satan himself is 
transformed into an angel of light. 
Therefore it is no great thing if his 
ministers also be, transformed as 
the ministers of righteousness."—2 
Cor. II : i4, 15. Because Satan's 
servants hate him many of them are 
delivered from his grasp. 

2. Complete deliverance from the 
power of Satan was promised to 
man. The seed of the woitian was to 
bruise the serpent's head. This was 
fulfilled in Christ. It- was in conse
quence of this FIRST PROMISE to the 

fallen race, that expectation of a 
Divine Deliverer prevailed among 
the various races of mankind how
ever widely scattered. In the dark
est period the hope of a better day 
coming was kept alive amongmen. 
Tacitus, the great Roman historian, 
says, " The generality had a strong 

persuasion that it was set down in 
the ancient writings of the priests, 
that at that very time the east 
should prevail and that some who 
came out of Judea should obtain 
the empire of the world." Celsus 
who, about the midilic of the second 
century, wrote against Christians in 
the character of a Jew, said, " How 
could we who had told all men 
there would come one from God, 
who should punish the wicked, de
spise him if he came." " But when 
the fullness of the time was come, 
God sent forth his Son, made of a 
woman, made under the law, To 
redeem them that were under the 
law that we might receive the adop
tion of sons."—Gal. 4 : 4, 5. 

As woman was first in the trans
gression, deliverance come by wo
man. Christ was born of the Virgin 
Mary, crucified at the instigation of 
the Jews, under the Roman power, 
rose from the dead, and ascended 
on high, to be QUI Mediator and 
Intercessor. 

Let us consider the relation to 
the law in which this places us, as 
expressed by the Apostle in the fol
lowing words, Christ hath redeemed 
us frotn the curse of the law, being 
made a curse f o r us : f o r it is written, 
Cu rsed is every one that hangeth on a 
tree."—Gal. 3 : 13. 

I. The word " law" as used in the 
New Testament has two general 
meanings, ( i ) The g r e ^ moral 
law which is binding always upon 
all men under all dispensations. 
" The law of the Lord is perfect, 
converting the soul."—Ps. 19 : 7-
" Which shew the work of the law 
written in their hearts."—Rom. 2 : 


