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REDEEMED FROM THE
CURSE.

BY REV. B. T. ROBERTS.

God made man to be happy. All
his senses were avenues of delight.
His mind, capable of comprehend-
ing the wonders of creation, unfold-
ed before him inexhaustible sources
of refined pleasures. His moral
nature bringing him into fellowship
with God, making him capable of
the bliss of holiness, placed him at
the head of all earthly creatures.
He was given Paradise for his
abode, having only “to dress it and
keep it,” which furnished no more
employment than he needed.
. Only ong positive command was

given him, to test his obedience.
This command he violated and fell
from his high estate. The woman,

tempted by the serpent, led in the

transgression.

The curse was pronounced upon
the tempter and upon those who
yielded to the temptation.

“And the Lord God said unte
the serpent, Bedhuse thou hast done
this, thou art cursed-above all cattle,

and above every beast of the field ;-

upon thy belly shalt thou go, and
dust shalt thou eat -all the days of

thy life: And I will put enmity be-
tween thee and the woman and be-
tween thy seed and her seed; it
shall bruise thy head, and thou
shalt bruise his-heel.”

Unto the woman he said, “I will
greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy
conception ; in sorrow thou shalt
bring forth children ; and thy desire
shall be to thy husband, -and he
shall rule over thee.” And unto
Adam he said, “because thou hast
hearkened unto the voice of thy
wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of
which I commanded thee, saying,
Theu shalt not eat of it, cursed is
the ground for thy sake ; in sorrow
shalt thou eat of it all the days of
thy life. Thorns also and thistles:
shall it bring forth to thee; and
thou shalt eat the herb of the field :
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou
eat bread, till thou retusn unto the
ground ; for out of it wast thou
taken ; for dust thou art, and unto
dust shalt thou return.”—Gen. 3:.
14-I9.

The mercy of God shines forth in
the curse pronounced upon the
tempter. Not that any mercy was
shown to him. The doom of the
tempter was firm and irrevocable.
In his sentence there was no, mitiga-
tion, no reprieve, no hope. This







