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T H E HOLY SPIRIT, 

BY R E V . B. T , ROBERTS, 

If we would be saved we must 
have the Holy Spirit. This is the one 
great requisite without which there 
is no salvation. Other tfaings may 
be faelps, but tbis is tfae principal 
agent in fitting us for usefulness in 
this life and for faappiness in the 
life to come. One may be saved 
whether he be Protestant, or whether 
he be Catholic, whether he be able 
to read the Bible in the original 
languages, or whether he be not able 
to read the Bible at a l l ; but no one 
can be saved without the Holy 
Ghost, Under all forms of Cfaurch 
government, or under no form, this is 
essential. Creeds may vary, but all 
Christians are alike in being led by 
the Spirit. Light from the sun, and 
light from electricity, and light from 
a lamp differ from each other in 
many respects, but they are all alike 
in making visible objects within their 
range. So the Holy Spirit, whether 
it comes to a man in any church, or 
in no churcfa, makes plain to him 
the sins to be avoided, and the duties 
to be done. A cfaild of God obeys 
the Spirit—the nalural man dis
obeys it. He may intend to yield 

to' it some time, but for the present 
fae yields to inclination or fasfaion. 
All persons, till given over, feel tfae 
drawings of the Spirit at times. 
But the children of God follow on 
as the Spirit leads. " For as many 
as are led by the Spirit of God, they 
are the sons of God,"—Rom. 8, 14. 

Tfae work of tfae Spirit in God's 
cfaildren is continuous. It is never 
finished any more than the work of 
the sap in a tree is finisfaed. The 
new birth is spoken of in the New 
Testament as something that is go
ing on all the while in God's chil
dren. They are born of the Spirit 
as the rays of light are born of tfae sun. 
Tfae actions that spring from self are 
selfish actions. They may be good 
in themselves : but because of their 
motive they are not meritorious in 
the sight of God. " So then they 
that are in the flesfa cannot please 
God. But ye are not in the flesh, 
but in the Spirit, if so be that tfae 
Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if 
any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ, he is none of his."—Rom. 8, 9. 

It is, then, of the utmost impor
tance that we have the Spirit of God 
dwelling in us. We may know 
whether we do, or not, by certain 
marks which the Scriptures give us. 

I. We do not commit sin. I t is 


