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WHAT T O DO IN D I F F I C U L T 
TIMES. 

BY E. P. M. 

M Y DEAR B R O T H E R : — I do. not 
wonder that you, with many others, 
are somewhat confused and uncer
tain as to the signs of the times ar:d 
what you should believe and do. 
While some of the wise and good in 
prosperous periods of Church and 
State insist that "the former 
days were better than the present, 
still more, in times of decay and 
danger, have indulged in the delu
sive cry of peace and safety. Good 
men are not inclined to see or pre
dict evil, and they commonly do it' 
only by force of duty or necessity. 
Man is essentially an apostate, and 
in the series of his apostacies, op
timism has been his most general de
lusion, as Bible and church history 
clearly evince. In the successive 
relapses and revivals of God's peo
ple, only a few, like the sons of Issa
ehar, have had "understanding of 
the times to know what Israel ought 
to do." 

National history also accords with 
this. Says Lord, the historian, in 
his "Old Roman World," "in vain did 
M . Fortius Cato, the most remarka
ble man who adorned this degener
ate age, lift up his voice against in
creasing corrupf-on. . In vain were 
his stringent measures as censor. I n ' 
vain were his eloquence, his simple 
manners, Tiis jrustic garb, and his pa
triotic warnings. An age of 'pro

gress' had set in, of Grecian arts 
and culture, of material wealth, of 
sumptuous banquets, of splendid 
palaces of rich temples, of theatrical 
shows, of circus games, of 'female 
gallantries, of feminated manners— 
all the usual accompaniments of civ
ilization, when it is most proud of 
its triumphs, and there was no re
sisting its march—to the eye of many 
a great improvement, to the eye of 
honest old Cato, the decensus averni." 

We mustfadmit that, besides many 
sanguine, inexperienced and under
done young men, and some older 
ones who are themselves drifting 
with the tide, there are many wise 
and good men who, on the whole, 
look with satisfaction upon our pres
ent ecclesiastical condition and ac
tivities, and confidently predict the 
early conquest of the world for 
Christ. You and I, understanding 
by prophecy God's eclectic purpose 
in this dispensation, and its disas
trous close, like that of former dis
pensations, take a very different 
view of the signs and demands of 
the times. 

Acts xv: i4 - r7 . Dan. ii: 34-35. 
By your request I will present 

some practical suggestions for those 
who believe that in accordance with 
prophecies of "the h s t days," the 
nominal church is departing from 
the faith and practice of the gospel, 
and who are "Looking for that bless
ed Hope, the Glorious Appearing of 
the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ." 

I. But little good, and no trans-



38 THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN. 

formation can be effected unless 
men and women possess the genuine 
martyr spirit. It costs dearly to be 
true and faithful now, and we must 
first count 'h^ cost. Ministerial 
pride, and all earth-born ambitions 
to "be somebody," "make a mark," 
"arise and shine" in a world that 
has rejected and crucified our Lord, 
must be surrendered and crucified. 

The Saviour's prophecies as to His 
treatment and ours should be care
fully pondered by all disciples who 
mean to be as their Master.. 

."Vnd as in His day, after the 
Church had survived its faitb and 
spirituality, its bigoted adherents 
became His most bitter foes, so now 
we must expect the most intense 
contempt and hatred, if not perse
cution from baptized worldlings and 
formalists. The tomb-builders of 
dead saints are often the persecutors 
of living ones. .'Vnd if j'ou would be 
a pioneer in reform you must con
sent to be a victim for the altar. 

Turn away, then, from all of 
earth's ambitions; accept the- Cross 
of Jesus; be willing to be nothing 
and nobody; endure hardness, re
proach and persecution cheerfully 
for Christ's sake, and make your 
mark on eternity. 

2. The times demand men, not 
only of pure and blameless charac
ter, but of giant strength, firmness 
and "ooldness. 

We want timbers of "live oak" in 
the old ship of Zion. We must be 
able to denounce popular errors and 
sins like an old prophet, and do stub
born work like that modern John 
the Baptist, John Knox. We must 
agitate torpid consciences with the 
quick and powerful truths pf revela
tion, and not soothe them with the 
lovely song and pleasant voice of 
smooth things. 

We stand before Mammon, the 
Jupiter of America, and Pride, the 
great Diana, but sent with a message 
from God, we must not fear the face 
of clay. And, withal, we must be

ware of the unholy zeal of Jehu 
and blend a certain divine tender
ness and pity with our condemnation 
of sin. 

Woman can help reform in alli
ance with men, but she cannot lead. 

3. We must beware of being dis^ 
pirited by discouragements, getting 
soured and supine, brooding too 
much over evils, exaggerating them 
or speaking of them too often and 
unwisely. 

We should be glad to recognize 
and appreciate all the good, and 
avail ourselves of it. We are not 
pessimists, but Christians. Things 
are not as bad as they might be. 
The Gospel presents the possibility 
of either the blackest or brightest 
future. 

Look on both sides and "encour
age j'ourself in the Lord " 

There were a great many evils in 
"the good old times," and there are 
a great many good things in these. 

Despondency is fatal to strength 
and usefulness. Impediments and 
evils should stimulate and not dis
courage. 

4. Do not undertake reform, or 
any other great good, chieflv' on the 
basis of negation or repression. We 
must overcome evil with good and 
death with life. 

The brethren (Plymouth) wrought 
wonders when they testified for 
truth, but when they began to ex
haust themselves in testimony 
against error, their effectiveness de
clined. 

Our supreme energies should be 
devoted to affirmation and construc
tion rather than to denial and de
struction. We should try to build 
more than we tear down. We should 
seek to exorcise evils by the expul
sive power of new and holy affec
tions. 

5. Maintain the most intelligent, 
profound and unwavering convic
tion of the absolute truth of a super
natural revelation. .Do not allow 
the planetary transit of a doubt to 


