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WHAT TO DO IN DIFFICULT
; TIMES. :

BY E. P. M.

My. DEarR BroTHER:—I do. not
wonder that you, with many others,
are somewhat confused and uncer-
tain as to the signs of the times a=d
what you should believe and do.
While some of the wise and good in
prosperous periods of Church and
State insist that “the former
days were better than the present,
still ‘more, in times of decay and
danger, have indulged in the delu-
sive cry of peace and safety. Good
men are not inclined to see or pre-
dict evil, and they commonly do it
only by force of duty or necessity.

.+ Man is essentially an apostate, and

in the series of his apostacies, op-
timism has been his most general de-
lusion, as Bible and church history
clearly evince. In the successive
relapses and revivals of God’s peo-
ple, only a few, like the sons of Issa-
char, have had “understanding of
the times to know what Israel ought

to do.”

National history also accords with
this. Says Lord, the historian, in
his “Old Roman World,” “in vain did
M. Portius Cato, the most remarka-
ble man who adorned this degener-
ate age, lift up his voice against in-
creasing corruption. . In vain were

his stringent measures as censor. In

vain were his eloquence, his simple
manners, his rustic garb, and his pa-
triotic warnings. An age of ‘pro-

gress’ had set in, of Grecian arts
and culture, of material wealth, of
sumptuous banquets, of splendid
palaces of rich temples, of theatrical
shows, of circus games, of female
gallantries, of feminated manners—
all the usual accompaniments of civ-
ilization, when it is most proud of
its triumphs, and there was no re-
sisting its march—to the eye of many
a great improvement, to the eye of
honest old Cato, the decensus averni.””

We mustfadmit that, besides many
sanguine, inexperienced and under-

done young men, and some older

ones “who are themselves drifting
with: the tide, there are many wise
and good men who, on the whole,
look with satisfaction upon our pres-
ent ecclesiastical condition and ac-
tivities, and confidently predict the
early conquest of the world for
Christ. You and I, understanding
by prophecy God's eclectic purpose
in this dispensation, and its disas-
trous close, like that of former dis-
pensations, take a very different
view of the signs and demands of
the times. 2

Acts xv: 14-17. Dan. ii: 34-35.

By your request I will present
some practical suggestions for those
who believe that in accordance w:th
prophecies of *“the last days,” the
nominal church is departing from
the faith and practice of the gospel,
and who are “Looking for that bless-
ed Hope, the Glorious Appearing of
the great God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ.”

1. But little good, and no trans-







