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LIFE INEXPLICABLE EXCEPT
: AS A PROBATION.

BY REV. STEPHEN OLIN.

An enlightened ~Christian can
. hardly avoid feeling some measure
of wonder as well as of disapproba-
tion at the view of human life which
finds expression in the remarkable
reply of the patriarch Jacob to the
question of Pharaoh; “ How old art
thon ?” “The days of the years of
my pilgrimage are a hundred and
thirty years. Few and evil have
the days of the years of my life
been,” was the answer of an old man
and prophet, whose earthly pilgrim-
age had already been protracted
more than a fall half century beyond
the usual limits of the good old age
-conceded to his successors. Not
only had his life been long, but em-
inently prosperous. He had, indeed,
been no stranger to labors, perils,
adversity ; but these vicissitndes
were the good discipline which had
. molded his great character, and
made him a great man. It would
_be difficult to mention a single ele-
ment of good fortune which Divine
Providence had withholden from
this its favored child. He had de-
rived 2 vigorous physical constitu-
tion and a glorious intellect from an-
cestors who made treaties with sov-
ereign states and gained victories
over kings, and who could trace
back their pedigree, honored from
age to age by special tokens of di-
vine favor, to the common parents
of our human race in the Garden of

Eden. He had gained an ample
fortune by manly exercise of his own
talents—a species of success - which
is usually thought to contribute be-
yond any other method of acquisi-
tion to human happiness—and he
had inherited from ﬁaac and Abra-
ham, and perbaps more distant and
equally reputable progenitors, a
princely patrimony— a source of
wealth most favorable to .personal
dignity and most gratifying to fam-
ily pride. He was the father of a
numerous family of sons, all alive;
and men of renown, already patri-
archs, and the appointed heads and
progenitors of the tribes of Israel.
To crown all, now in his old age, his
favorite son, whom he had long
mourned as the victim of a frightful
casualty, bad just called him and
his multitudinous household from a
famine-stricken land, to make them
sharers of his own honor and influ-
ence, as the prime minister of a great
king, and the actual ruler of the
most wealthy and civilized nation
on earth. It was of such a career
that the venerable patriarch declar-
ed, “The days of the years of my
pilgrimage have been few and evil.”
I think we should rather have ex-

pected there, in the presence of a

heathen king, some humble acknowl-
edgment of gratitude, some lofty
ascription of praise for so much of
Heaven’s munificence, and for a life

‘so full of days and of blessings. We

find ourselves compelled to remem-
ber that Jacob lived under a lower
dispensation than ours.

Any intelligent Christian would







