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LAMPS GONE OUT. 

BY EEV. B, T. EOBEBTS. 

The parable of the wise and the 
foolish virgins, recorded in the twen­
ty-fifth chapter of Matthew, is fuU 
of instruction. 

1. For a season there was no per­
ceptible difference between them. 
They started out on the same mis­
sion; they were in company; there 
was no want of harmony in their 
appearance, or in that of the lamps 
which they carried. 

So we may be in the company of 
Christians, they may reckon us as of 
their number, we may be zealous, 
irreproachable members of the 
chnrch, and yet be wanting in that 
which is fundamental and vital. 
Saints are the best judges as to who 
are saints, yet they may be mistaken. 
Judas was in full fellowship -with 
the apostles up to the last; the min­
ister of the Laodiceans had the re­
putation in the church, of being 
spirituaUy alive; only He " whose 
eyes are as a flame of fire," saw that 
this popular preacher was dead. 
" Then," says the Prophet Malachi, 
" shall ye return and discern between 
the righteous and the wicked," im­
plying plainly that we cannot do it 
now with accuracy. 

Some think that they can deter­
mine, withont failure, the spiritual 
condition of others; but such per­
sons are most woefully ignorant of 
their own. While true piety always 
has the appearance of piety, yet 
there may be the almost perfect ap­
pearance of it, without the reality. 
He who is most experienced- in de­
tecting counterfeit money,wUl some­
times fail. Our Saviour tells ns that 
many will not only deceive others, 
but deceive others up to the veiy 
last, till they hear their final doom 
pronounced. The foolish virgins 
kept in. the company of the wise as 
long as they could. So many who 
pride themselves with remaining in 
the church, wiU find themselves cast 
out in the day of judgment. Chris­
tians seek the company of Chris­
tians; bnt all are not Christians who 
associate -with them. There will 
come a time of final separation. 
The chaff and the wheat that grow 
together, do not remain together af­
ter the harvest and the "threshing 
are over. The foolish virgins were 
left outside when the door was shnt. 
Many who have sympathized with 
saints, and even passed for saints 
themselves, wUl be -with them no 
more when the Master shaU at last 
take to himself his o-wn. 
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2. There was no fault found -with 
the outward behavior of the foolish 
•virgins. They did not appear in the 
gay attire of the fashionable and 
the worldly. I t is not said of them 
that they were at places of amuse­
ment instead of at the house of 
prayer. They did not keep bad 
company. 

To say that there is nothing wrong 
in one's conduct is a great commend­
ation. But few church members of 
the present day wonld claim even 
this degree of piety. T e t it may 
be conceded, but this does not set­
tle the question of one's preparation 
for etei'nity. This is important. I t 
is necessary. The sons of God should 
be "blameless and harmless in the 
midst of a -wicked and perverse gen­
eration." But something more than 
a blameless life is wanting to consti­
tute one a child of God. Nicodemus 
was an " Israelite indeed in whom 
there was no guile," and yet, resting 
in that, he could never " see the 
kingdom of God." 

3. These fooUsh virgins had what 
is commonly called faith. They had 
a good deal of.it. They had no 
fears as to their final salvation. 
They came to the door saying, 
" Lord, Lord, open unto us." 

This is precisely the character of 
a very large proportion of what 
passes for faith at the present day. 
The main ingredient of it is a feeling 
of security. I t serves as an. anodyne 
to the conscience, it stifles convic­
tion, drives away fear, and makes its 
possessor feel safe, even when stand­
ing upon the verge of etemal death. 
The faith of the foolish virgins does 
not lead to the sacrifice required to 

obtain the grace necessary to carry 
one through. I t takes things easy, 
under the plausible excuse that there 
is time enough yet. But the faith 
that will finally save, leads to sacri­
fices and self-denials. I t takes up 
crosses, and bears reproaches. It 
" counts aU things but loss'for the 
excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus, our Lord." 

So then, it is not a conclusive 
proof that you are ready to die be­
cause you are not afraid to die. 
Multitudes are resting in aTeeling of 
false security. Their confidence is 
without foundation; their faith is 
presumption. " Many are called ; 
but few chosen." Weighed in the 
balances of the sanctuary, churches 
and ministers are alike " found want­
ing." They do not come np to the 
standard of the foolish virgins. 
They have not even " The form of 
godliness "—the vessels in which to 
put their oil. Their appearance, 
their outward Ufe, their voluntary 
associations are not those of saints; 
these are idle dreamers of a heaven 
which they. shall never see; false 
worshippers of a Jesns whom they 
" call Lord, Lord, while they do not 
the things- which he commands 
them,'' deceived souls, led astray by 
false lights which Satan holds out to 
lure thera on to rnin. 

Wha t is wanted is the oil—the 
material out of which the light is 
made—the graee in the heart which 
produces holy tempers, edifying 
words and godly actions. W e must 
have humble love. Without this, all 
outward piety is a mere semblance 
which may delude, bnt cannot save. 

But right here is where many are 
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terribly deceived. They think they 
^ have scriptui'al love, when they have 

not even a just conception of what 
it is. To those who belong to the 
same chnrch that they do, and who 
adopt their views and stand by them, 
they are bound byjar t isan ties ; and 
this, they ca l l " loving the brethren." 
There is nothing of Christian love 
about it. I t is the same feeUng that 
a clansman has for those of his clan, 
or a partisan for a fellow partisan. 
We are told in the thirteenth chap­
ter of first Corinthians what the love 
does which we must have, or, what­
ever else we have, we cannot be 
saved. This takes the precedence 
of all outward conduct; for it is the 
spring from which all right, outward 
conduct proceeds. I t is of greater 
consequence than belief in any doc­
trines, for -without it, no doctrines 
can take ns to heaven. I t is of 
higher valne than all the sacrifices 
which we have made or can make, 
for -withont it, " though I give all 
my goods to find the poor, and 
thongh I give my body to be burned 
it profiteth me nothing," 

Not only does this selfish affection 
pass for Christian love ; but a sen­
sual feeling between those of oppo­
site sexes is sought to be -sanctified 
by calling it Christian love. Thns 
many are led astray. Satan, despite 
the maxim to tfae contrary, quite as 
frequently transfonns himself into an 
angel of love, as into an angel df 
light. W e must See to it then that 
we have true Christian love, a love 
that takes in those who differ from 
ns but a Uttle, and those who differ 
from us -widely ; those who injure 
QB, as well as those who benefit ns : 

a love that not only bears .some 
things, but bears all things, a love 
that does not injure by flattery any 
more than by injustice or unkind­
ness. 

B u t I say unto you. Love your '* 
enemies, bless them that curse you, do 
good to them that hate you, and p r a y 
f o r them that despitefully use you 
and persecute y o u ; that ye may be 
the children of your Father which is 
in Heaven."—^Mat. v, 44-45, / 

T H E BIBLE.—This book was -writ­
ten by not less.than thirty different 
persons. The writers were men of 
every rank and class of society. One 
was a lawgiver; one was a warlike 
king; one was a peacefnl k ing ; one 
was' a herdsman^ one had been 
bronght np as a pubUcan, another as 
a physician, another as a leamed 
Pharisee, two as fishermen, several 
as priests. They Uved at different 
intervals, over a space of 1500 years; 
and the greater part of them never 
saw each other face to face. And 
yet there is a perfect harmony among 
aU these writers. They aU writfe as 
if they were under one dictation. 
The handwriting raay vary, but the 
mind that mns through their work 
is always one and the same. They 
all tell the same story. They all 
give one account of n^^n nnt̂  ^^^^0^ ]̂"̂  
Of.Gru?, one account of the \yav of 
aaiialJon, on^ account of t h e ^ e a r t . 
You see the truth unfolding under 
their hands, as you go through the 
volume of their -writings ; but you 
never detect any real contradiction, 
or contrariety of view. TeU us not 
that all this might be the result of 
phance. The man who can believe 
that, mnst indeed be a credulous per­
son. There is only one satisfactory 
account of the book: B was written j 
under the direct inspiration of God. ' 

—A moment's divine recognition 
is the sweetest of all self-justification. 
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TRUTH. 

BY HANNAH PFLTON. 

*' I am the way, the trath and the life."—Jesus. 

To the moral and religious world, 
truth is as the sun. From this source 
comes the light • the Saviour alluded 
to when he said," Walk in the l ight; 
if that light in you become darkness, 
how great is tbat darkness." 

As the light and heat of the sun 
of nature promote life, growth, 
healtb, and indeed the existence of 
all things, so will t ruth, if received, 
light up the spiritual darkness, and 
the christian may have life, and 
daily grow in grace and wisdom. 
He will have spiritual health and 
bring forth much fruit. Truth is 
the opposite of sin and error. I t is 
of righteousness, holiness, and puri­
ty . I t is as unchangeable and fixed 
as is God, "-and belongs to him, as do 
mercy, goodness and long-suffering. 
I t appeals to the hearts and con­
sciences of men, and if they obey, 
•will lead them to purity of soul. 
" Seeing ye have purified your souls 
in obeying the truth."—1 Pet . i, 22. 
I t is the food of the soul, and by 
feeding on it the Christian becomes 
strong. He grows bold, and is fall 
of courage and daring. He is not 
afraid to venture on God's promises. 
He loves to deny self. He loves to 
work for God, and hesitates not to 
carry heavy burdens, if it is reqnir­
ed of him. 

Truth will not and cannot com­
promise. I t is like unto pure gold— 
trample it in the mud and filth, and 
still it remains pure. So with the 
child of God who has this truth— 
under whatever circumstances, or 
provocation, he is s tUl ' untamish''-
ed. I t is this that causes the Scrip­
tures to glow and burn. 

Whoever enters heaven is invested 
in this wonderful armour of Christ, 
having the white stone, given to 
overcomers, in which is written the 
new name, which no man knoweth, 

saving he tha t receiveth it. Pilate 
did not know the truth, many of this 
day do not know it, though they 
profess to be Christ's disciples. Let 
the light of truth shine, and they 
say at once in their hearts, Away 
with i t ! Of auch the Saviour says, 
" L e t them alone; they be blind 
leaders of the blind." 
• Let us cherish eyery ray of truth, 
that we may be the children of light 
and not of darkness. 

T H E DOOR U N L O C K E D . 

Some time since I wished to enter 
a strange chnrch with a minisier a 
little before the time for services. 
"We procured a key, but tried in 
vain to unlock the outside door with 
it. W e concluded we had the wrong 
key, and sent to the janitor for the 
right one. But he came and told iis 
tha t the door was already unlocked. 
All that we had to do was to push, 
and the door would open. We 
thought ourselves locked out, when 
there was nothing to hinder us from 
entering. 

In the same way we fail to enter 
into love and fellowship with God. 
The door we think is locked against 
us. W e t ry to fit some key of extra­
ordinary faith to open it. W e try to 
get our minds wi-aught up to some 
high; feeling. W e say " 1 have the 
wrong key ; I must feel more sorry ; 
I must weep more." And all the 
time the door is ready to open if we 
but come boldly, with humble earn­
estness, to the throne.of grace. W"'e 
may enter freely, at onee, withont 
having to unlock the door. 

Christ is the door, and His heart 
is not shut against us. W e may en­
ter without stopping to fit our key 
of studied faith, for his mercy is not 
locked up. W e must enter boldly, 
trustingly, not doubting His readi­
ness to receive us " j u s t as we are.' 
He is willing already, and we mnst 
not stop to make Him willing by onr 
prayers or tears.— Guiding Star. 
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EXPERIENCE OF T. L. CADMAN. 

•RY O. D . R O O D . 

I was born in County Montgom­
ery, North Wales. I was a member 
of the Baptist Church for fourteen 
years before coming to America, 
but had no evidence of a new birth, 
though I loved the Church. I came 
to America in 1842. My -wife died 
the same year, in Cleveland, Ohio. 
After the death of my wife, I was 
not in a church for twenty-five years. 
I tried infidelity, free thinking, and 
Universalism; yet I found no rest— 
no peace of mind, but kept growing 
worse. I was three months in des­
pair, -without hope. 

On the morning of the seventeenth 
of November, 186T, I threw myself 
down at- my bedside in despair, and 
cried ont that God wonld have mer­
cy on me and pardon all my sins and 
accept of me for Jesus' sake. I was 
at once filled with an overwhelming 
power of love, and my prayer was 
changed to praise. I received the 
witness that my sins which were 
many, were forgiven. I still contin­
ued on in prayer ; the answer came, 
" My grace is sufficient for thee." I 
have not language to express the 
peace, joy, and happiness which I 
felt. At this time I was nearly sixty 
years of age, and was living all 
alone at St. Anthony Falls. N o 
Christian ha'd ever asked me for 
twenty years whether I was a Chris­
tian, or whether I would like to be 
one. 

From the time God converted my 
soul, untU the ninth of November, 
1868, every time I knelt in prayer, 
there appeared a hand-writing be­
fore my eyes. But I could not read 
a sentence of it. I t was in a lan­
guage that I could not undei-stand. 
I would sometimes stop while pray­
ing, and try to read it. 

On the morning of the ninth of 
November, 1368, I felt wonderfully 
happy, and I prayed God tbat be 
-arould either remove it from me or 

show me the meaning of it. After 
I was through my morning prayer, 
and going back to my chair, a voice 
spoke to me, and asked if I would 
like to know what the hand'writing 
was. I tumed back and said I would. 
The answer came that it was my 
sins and they were blotted out, and 
my name was written in the Lamb's 
Book of Life. I turned and fell on 
my knees on my bed-side, and prais­
ed God -with all my ransomed pow­
ers. I had a fnll assurance of my 
adoption into the family of God. 
Going back again to my chair, a 
voice spoke to me, saying," Thomas, 
reach hither thy hand, aud thrust it 
into my side, and be not faithless, 
but believing." Then 1 fell on my 
knees right there, and prayed tha t 
Jesus would take me home right 
then. I did not want to live another 
minute, and I continued to praj- nn­
tU the answer came, " I will never 
leave thee nor forsake thee." I have 
never had any doubts or fears as to 
my full salvation from that time nn­
til the present moment,nearly twelve 
years. 

Previous to December, 1870, for 
about two weeks I had been afflicted 
with inflammation in my left eye. I 
had been under the doctor's care 
during this time, bnt kept growing 
worse. The pain was so severe that 
I conld not sit up. This was in the 
evening about sundown. I went to 
bed, and it stiU grew worse. Some­
time about ten o'clock I felt tbat I 
could not lie in bed any longer. Bnt 
when I tried to arise I cOuId not get 
up, being helpless. A thought came 
across my mind of the fifteenth 
chapter of St. John's gospel, and 
that verse,-"If ye abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ye shall ask 
what ye wUl, and it shall be done 
unto you." I considered that prom­
ise mine, and I remembered that St, 
Paul said " Jesus Christ is the same, 
yesterday.to-day, and forever." And 
my thought was that Christ never 
refused any one when be was on 
earth. I was prompt, aud by a sim-
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pie, child-like faith believed that he 
wonld answer my request, and I 
commenced praying that God, for 
Christ's sake, would save my eye, 
(at this time I thought i t would 
burst) and heal me of my pain. I t 
still grew worse, and I tried to stop 
praying, but could not, for I was 
forced to cry out for mercy and help. 
A tbought impressed my mind, "Am 
I pursuing the right course V" The 
answer came, " No, thou art not," 
I then said, " O Lord, what course 
shall I pursue ?" Tbe answer came, 
" Hast thou fully consecrated thyself 
t<» God ?" I said, « I have ; aU I 
have and am is thine." Then why 
did I ask for my eye, and why did I 
ask God to heal me of my pain? 
W h y not say, "Thy wiU be done," 
As I spoke the word, I was healed 
at once ; in a moment, all inflamma­
tion and pain were entirely gone, 
I felt that God was right over me. 
Then I wept like a child, and praised 
him and thanked him, and was filled 
with his love and the power of the 
Holy Spirit, I t seemed that Jesus 
was present right at my bedside, 
and I held converse with him. I 
dropped into a sonnd sleep until 
morning, being entirely free from 
pain. 

Next inorning I went down to see 
the doctor, (Dr. Talbott, a member 
of the Society of Friends,) and told 
him thai I had found a better than 
him. That the Lord, in answer to 
prayer, had healed me in an instant. 
He saw that I was well, and rejoiced 
with me. 

t - * ~ t 

—He that seeketh liberty and 
ease, shall ever live in disquiet ; for 
one thing or other will displease 
him. 

—A fervent, religious person tak­
eth and beareth all well that is com­
manded him. But he that is negli­
gent and cold, hath tribulation upon 
tribulation, and on all sides is afflict­
ed ; for he is void of inward con­
solation, and is forbidden to seek 
external comforts. 

STRAIGBTNESS. 

" straight is the gate and narrow is the way that 
leadeth nnto lile, and few there be that Snd It," 

Straigbtness, the quality or state 
of being straight ; rectitude. 
Straight, then, means, in a mathe­
matical sense, passing direct from 
one point to another by nearest 
course.— Webster. 

The word, uprightly, has a similar 
meaning. To walk uprightly is to 
walk honestly,'svith strict observance 
of rectitude. " He that walketh 
uprightly, walketh surely.—Prov. x. 
"Also, integrity in principle or prac­
tice." He, then, that is morally or 
religiously straight in the Bible 
sense, has been converted and sanc­
tified to God. To retain this grace, 
then, and keep in this blessed state, 
he must "walk, continually, in the 
light as God is in the light." To be 
straight.then, according to the teach­
ing of the Master, is to be saved ac­
cording to the rule or standard of 
his word, and to walk by the same, 
having all our actions, spirit, 
thoughts, motives, in perfect harmo­
ny with what he hath taught. 

But can all be saved up to the 
standard set up in the word of God ? 
W e afiirm that all may be saveid np 
to that standard. But what is the 
standard of God's word? To be 
saved from sin, from all sin. The 
lowest state of a believer is expressed 
in Rom. viii, 1 : " No condemnation 
to them that are in Cbrist." The 
next step in God's order is to be 
cleansed from inbred sin—the im­
pure nature inherited. Wha t fol­
lows ? Going on, perfecting holiness 
in the fear of the Lord ; and to get 
more religion is to get more of the 
love of God shed abroad in the same 
sanctified heart ; knowing more of 
the heights, and lengths and 
breadths, etc. If an individual is 
saved up to this point, and walks in 
the light as God is in the Ught, is he 
not straight ? In the sight of God, 
there is not a stain of sin upon him. 
He has been made pure through the 
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blood of a crucified Saviour, and is 
accepted of him. This inward 
straigbtness, uprightness, produces 
a wonderful straigbtness in the Ufe. 
" Make the tree good, and the fruit 
will be good. But how straight and 
how good will the life be ? If saved 
according to the Spirit and word of 
God, for, they agree, he -will be 
straight on that Une. 

But is there not a straigbtness 
prevaUing among some that the Bi­
ble does not warrant? If a person 
is plainly dressed, with a good many 
he is at onee, so far as they are con­
cerned, noted for piety, while per­
haps the venom lies deep within. 
But what does it mean to be straight 
on dress ? Where is the line ? Wha t 
is the rule ? To dress, of course, 
according to the teachings of God's 
word. Paul says, in " modest ap­
parel." Webster says modest ineans 
" properly ; restricted by a sense of 
propriety." Not loosely or wanton­
ly, but following the line of decency, 
cleanliness, plainness; not running 
wild, or becoming reckless, slovenly, 
but having always an eye single t o 
God's glory. But some say, you 
can not be too straigbt. Yet it is 
possible to have a line more than 
straight—bending the other way. 
Some people's straigbtness is simply 
negligence, and their idea of 
straigbtness is having everybody 
think, act, dress and do according to 
their notion of things. One is said 
to be straight who has courage 
enough at a pubUc meeting to lift up 
his voice like a trump against wear­
ing paper collars. Another is said 
to be straight that will preach dress 
and Masonry in every sermon, re­
gardless of what the text may be, 
or the interest of the cause demands. 
Another is said to be straight who, 
in wild criticism, -will fire at some 
one in class-meeting or love-feast, 
while at the same time he has not 
conrage enough to approach the in­
dividual when alone. A sister is 
straight because she has worn a bon­
net from five, to eight years, and can 

get a pattern for a dish apron out of 
a yard and a half of calico. Another 
is said to be straight who wears the 
same suit to ehurch that he wears on 
the farm or in the stable. Another 
is said to be straight who will ne­
glect the duties of home, wife and 
children, house, barn and fences, to 
attend meetings. Another form of 
straigbtness consists in not insuring 
property, nor taking shelter under a 
Ughtning rod, nor using pork, tea or 
coffee. Another is straight if he is 
able to give an anti-tobacco testimo­
ny at any meeting. 

I ara in for the straigbtness that 
is found in the Bible. I do not get 
grace to follow t-wenty-five different 
standai'ds, set up by so many differ­
ent ones. W e have OJUB Bible, one 
Discipline, one theology; only one 
rule of faith and practice. W e do 
well to follow it. I am in for keep­
ing to the " old land-marks." Bu t 
there is so much straigbtness that 
needs to be straightened ; so much 
wisdom that is not wise ; so many 
standards set up that the word of 
God does not confirm. Let ns keep 
to the real issues—fundamental prin­
ciples; keep on the track. " T h e 
devil goeth abont as a roaring lion, 
seeking whom he may devour." The 
Apostle says, " W e are not ignorant 
of his devices." We have too many 
whims and notions. Oh, for a wind 
strong enough to blow them all 
away.- And may we all have the 
straigbtness of love ; a right con­
ception of the word and will o fGod; 
a clear sense of duty concerning our­
selves and others; a charity tha t 
" suffers long and is k ind;" a firm­
ness that is unshaken amid the winds 
and storms of life; a religion tha t 
lasts all the year ai'ound—that has a 
sure and abiding foundation, and a 
crown at last.—A. V. Leonardson in 
American Wesleyan. 

—Anxiety about future contin­
gencies will bring sorrow upon sor­
row. " Sufiicient for the day is the 
evil thereof." 
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F A I T H . 

BY MBS. H. B. HAYDEN. 

From the earliest period of my 
recollection, the subject of faith has 
been a matter of controversy and 
argumentamongChristian ministers. 
One has said, ".Faith is the gift of 
God." Another says, " W e can be­
lieve we can exercise faith our­
selves." The controversy has been 
incessant, while neither party has 
gained the -victory. The minister's 
work is to explain the word of God. 
But I ask. Is this controversy among 
God's ministers best? Is it necessa­
ry ? 

If a man asks God to explain a 
text, he will show him. If another 
asks light on the same text, God 
will give him the same light. If all 
of God's ministers went to him for 
instruction, this controversy upon 
Scripture would cease. Then indeed 
would we " walk by the same rule, 
mind the same thing, and teach the 
same doctrine." 

Now let ns look into the law of 
the Lord, and see what it says about 
faith. There are some texts that 
seem to prove that God is the author 
of our faith—that he gives us faith. 
I will quote some of the best. "Ac­
cording as God hath dealt to every 
man the measure of faith."—^Rom. 
xii, 3. " To another is given faith 
by the same Spirit ; to another the 
gift of healing by the sarae Spirit." 
—I Cor. xii, 9. " Peace be to the 
brethren, and love with faith, from 
God the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ."—Eph. vi, 23. " Looking 
unto Jesus, the author and finisher 
of our faith."—Heb. xu, 2. "And 
exhort you, that ye should earnestly 
contend for the faith, wliich was 
once delivered to the saints."—Jude 
3. Then there are other texts that 
seem to teach that we can always 
exercise faith ourselves, wiihout the 
help of God. " Then touched he 
their eyes, saying, accordiag to your 
faith be it unto you."—Matt, ix, 29. 

" He saith unto the ruler of the syn 
agogue, Be not afraid. Only believe.'' 
Mark v, 36. " Whatsoever things 
ye desire when ye pray, believe that 
ye receive them, and ye shall have 
them."—Mark u, 24. " Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
shalt be saved, and thy house."— 
Acts xvi, 31. " B u t to him that 
worketh not, but believeth on him 
that justifieth the ungodly, his faith 
is counted for righteousness."— 
Rom. iv, 5. " That ye stand fast in 
one Spirit, with one mind, striving 
together for the faith of the Gos­
pel."—PhU. i, 27. 

Now shq,ll we allow these texts to 
contradict each other, as theologians 
have for many years past ? Or shaU 
we iry to harmonize them by the 
light of the Spirit ? There are some 
things that we can believe without 
the help of God ; for instance, when 
Jesus was here upon the earth, heal­
ing those that came to him, a man 
could believe that be would heal his 
sickness, -without divine help; but 
when a Christian tries to believe for 
the blessing of sanctification, for the 
cleansing blood right down on his 
own heart, he wUl need the help of 
the Lord before he reaches the foun­
tain. To illustrate : a father takes 
his little girl and leads her out into 
the orchard ; they pass under a tree 
loaded -with beautiful fruit ; the little 
girl reaches up her hand and stands 
on tiptoe, and tries hard to pick an 
apple, but her arm is too short ; the 
father, -willing to gratify his child, 
takes her in his arms, Ufts her np, 
and she picks the apple. Jus t so it 
is with tbe Christian when he tries 
to believe for any great blessing 
from above. He reaches up the 
hand of faitb, and tries hard to grasp 
the thing that he asks for. God 
lifts him up (in other words, helps 
his faith) and he takes the desired 
boon. And he thinks that by his own 
faith he brought the blessing down. 
W e must always struggle to believe; 
and if we ask for a proper thing, 
God will always, (if necessary,) help 
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our faith, and give us whatever we 
desire. So we see aU the texts quo­
ted are trne, and harinonize. We 
believe, and God gives us faith. 
Hence faith may be defined, as an 
effort of our own ivill, aided by the 
Spirit of God; St. Panl says, "And 
he gave some,-apostles ;. and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; 
and some, pastors and teachers ; for 
the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edyfy-
ing of the body of Christ ; till we 
all come in the unity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of tbe Son of 
God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness 
of Christ."—Eph. iv, 11-13. That 
is what we want, unity of faith, all 
beUeve the word of God alike; then 
what harmony there would be among 
the children of God. 

Caioker City, K a n . 
• , ^ - * - ^ 

— " D o you believe the Bible? 
Then depend upon it, hell is real and 
true. I t is as true as heaven, as true 
as justification by faith, as true as 
the fact that Christ died upon the 
cross. There is not a fact or doc­
trine which you may not lawfully 
doubt, if you doubt hell. Disbelieve 
hell, and you unscrew, unsettle, and 
unpin everything in Scriptnre. Tou 
may as well throw your Bible aside 
at once. From " no he l l " to " no 
God," is but a series of steps. 

—" Noah removed the covering 
of the ark, and looked;'' the faUing 
again of his expected comforter 
caused him to be up and doing. 
Probably he had not as yet uncover­
ed the ark, that is, to look round 
about him, if the dove, by retui'ning, 
had pleased his humor; but she fail­
ing, he stirs up himself. Thns it 
should also be with the Christian 
now. Doth the dove forbear to come 
to thee with a leaf in her bill as be­
fore ? Let not tbis make thee sullen 
and mistrustful, bnt uncover the ark 
and look; and by looking, thon shalt 
see a further testimony of what thon 
receivest by the first manifestations. 

" GOD IS N O T MOCKED." 

A CAMP MEETING INCIDBNT. 

Saturday, at 10.30 A. M., on the 
St. Charles camp ground, in 1863, I 
had been appointed, to preach. My 
text for the occasion was, " Be not 
deceived ; God is not mocked : what­
soever a man soweth, that shall he 
reap. For he that soweth to his 
flesh, shall of the flesh reap corrupt­
ion ; but he that soweth to the Spirit, 
shall of the Spirit reap life everlast­
ing."—Gal. vi, 7-8. In developing 
the subject, it came in my way to 
reraark that the Scriptures, mental 
philosophy, and my.own observation 
of men, taught me that infidelity of 
tbe heart preceded and was the cause 
of intellectual infidelity. Amoiig 
other Scripture evidences, I quoted 
Rom. i, 1'8-21 : " F o r the wrath of 
God is revealed from heaven against 
all ungodliness and unrighteousness 
of men who hold the truth in un­
righteonsness ; because that which 
may be known of God is manifest 
nnto them, for God hath shewed it 
unto them . . . Because that when 
they knew God, they glorified Him 
not as God, neither were thankful; 
but became vain in their imagina­
tions, and their foolish heart was 
darkened." Also 2 Thess. ii, 11-12: 
" A n d for this cause, God shall send 
them strong delusion, that they 
should believe a lie." 

As I was dwelling upon these pas­
sages, I noticed that a more than or­
dinarily fine appearing man in the 
congregation became deeply inter­
ested in the snbject. With his eyes 
fixed upon me in a manner I shall 
never forget, he listened to the close 
of the discourse. When the serviee 
was over, he came rapidly to me, and 
requested an interview. A friend 
(to myself) drew nigh, and invited 
us both to his tent, to dine. W e 
went. After dinner he asked me to 
walk with him in the grove. As 
soon as we were by ourselves, he 
said : 

in 
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" I was much interested in your 
discourse this morning, and I -wish 
to talk with you about one point in 
it ." He then called my attention to 
the thought I have already mention­
ed. Said he, " I am a Methodist 
preacher of the Conference. 
Some years since, I was led to Seek 
and obtain perfect love. My eyes 
were opened to see the worldliness 
of the church, and my duty to do 
what I could to arrest it. As I 
pressed forward in the discharge of 
duty, the blessing of God rested 
npon me. I soon met with mueh 
opposition. I soon saw that ray 
course would keep me in constant 
warfare. I began to hesitate. I re­
laxed my efforts, and at last'gave up 
the struggle. This grieved the Spir­
it. I lost my experience—my com 
munion -with God—my relish ifor the 
work of the ministry. I became 
thoroughly professional in my feeh 
ings and work. I had good appoint­
ments—no persecution—but was for­
saken of God. I became ashamed of 
and disgusted with myself, and at 
last I made up my mind that I would 
act the honorable part by abandon­
ing the ministry. I am now a su­
pernumerary. I am working life in­
surance, and have been for some 
time. Bnt what I want to tell you 
is this : I am being assaulted with 
skeptical thoughts as never before. 
I shudder when I think of the prob-
abUities of tbe future. I am drift­
ing away from shore, on an unknown 
sea, without chart or compass. By 
in-vitation, out of courtesy, I preach­
ed last Sunday at . I t was a 

mere performance. I was disgusted 
-with it. I wanted to tell you this in 
corroboration of what you said in 
your sermon. I have never men­
tioned it before. But th is . is the 
first time I bave seen my state so 
•vividly." 

I said, "Thank God, then, that 
He has come to lead you back to 
Himself. Yield to Him, and aU will 
be weU." He replied, " I can ' t ; I am 
palsied, helpless, indifferent." W e 

had reached a secluded spot. I said, 
" Let us kneel down here, and pray." 
He answered, "You may, but I 
can't." He knelt-with me—I prayed. 
I asked him to pray, but he refused. 
I looked at him in astonishment. 
He was of commanding presence, in­
tellectual, cultured, capable of doing 
glorious things for the Master. We 
retumed to the camp ground. AU 
efforts to arouse him were unavailing. 
W e have not met since, and whether 
he is dead or alive I know not. 

Is it not to be feared that more 
than he, are wandering from God 
and truth ? Does not the above ex­
plain the strangeness of conduct and 
opinions of sorae who are still in the 
ministry ? 

I T IS DANGEROUS TO HOLD THE 
T E 0 T H IN UNEIGHTEOUSNESS.—BCV. 
J . G. TerriU in Banner of Holiness. 

—He that avoideth not small 
faults, by little and little falleth into 
greater. 

—It requires wisdom to keep si­
lence in an evil time, and inwardly 
turn thyself to God. 

—Soft words do raore than hard 
speeches; as the sunbeams without 
any noise will make the traveler 
throw off his coat, which all the 
blustering -wind conld not do. 

—Let Christians beware that they 
set not times for God, lest aU men 
see their folly, 'f I t is not for you 
to know the limes and the seasons 
which the Father hath put in his 
own power; " yea, I say again, take 
heed lest, for thy setting of God a 
seven-day's time, he set thee so 
many as seven times seven. God's 
time is the time, the best tirae, be­
cause i t is the. time appointed by 
hira for the proof aud trial of our 
graces, and that in which so much 
of the rage of tbe enemy, and of 
tbe power of God's mercy, may the 
better be discovered unto us. " I 
the Lord do hasten it in his t i rae;" 
npt before, though we were the sig­
net upon his hand.—Bunyan. 
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T H E BIBLE ROCK. 

BY BIVm.Y 8. MOOBX. 

A little child of six years, while 
conversing to herself, was overheard 
to repeat several times tbe words, 
" The Bible rock;" wbich, upon re­
flection, seemed suggestive of some 
rich ideas, as the following : Though 
many rocks exist, and many kinds 
are abundant, yet there is a rock 
whicb is raore distinguished in every 
respect than any other rock—the 
Bible Rock. 

I t is a great Rock. Thongh rocks 
vary in size and appearance, this is 
uniformly a great rock. I ts dimen­
sions are so extensive that it fiUs the 
whole world. As the Prophet Dan­
iel saw it, so it is, " a stone cut out 
of the mountain withont hands, 
which shall destroy other kingdoms, 
but shall itself stand forever, wbile 
it shall fill the whole earth."—Dan. 
ii, 34-35. 

I t is a high rock. I t stands fixed 
above every other point, a prom­
inence in the low lands of earth's 
wilderness—a tower in the spring­
time of life—a shadow from the 
scorching rays of a midsummer sun 
—a protection from the fitful gales 
of life's autumn, and a secnrity amid 
the bleakness of its winter. 

" A rock in aweary land. 
And a shelter in a time of storm." 

I t is a solid rock. -Unlike earthly 
material, that is liable to crumble 
and decay, or become injured by the 
floods or the fire, it will always 
stand. I t will ever endure the same; 
when the world is on fire, and when 
" the elements melt with fervent 
heat, and all nature is rolled to­
gether as a scroll," it -wiU remain un­
changed. 

I t is a durable rock. Thongh 
other rocks may be shaken or dis­
solved by tbe action of the elements, 
this rock stands forever indissoluble 
and eternal in its duration ; it is the 
basis of the blessing of aU who are 
bles t ; it is the source of all the joy 

of those who rejoice; it is the mes-
sen'ger of peace to aU those who 
have peace; it is the revelation of 
comfort to all those wbo are com­
forted ; it is the only way whereby 
a soul can be redeemed from sin, or 
saved from certain destruction, to 
enter the gates into Paradise. 

I t is a rock of offense. Not-with­
standing aU the greatness, and 
height, and solidity, and durabUity, 
and abiding qualities, and complete­
ness, and chief position, and spirit­
uality of this rock, yet it is a rock of 
ofifense. Multitudes will reject it, 
and perish forever. Many -will ac­
cept the coraforts and blessings af­
forded thereby for a time, then will 
t um away after the vain delusions 
that stand opposite, thongh in sight 
of its proffered advantages and for­
saking this richest of all riches, -wUl 
die for the want of the aid kindly 
and graciously proffered^ will make 
this a means of offense not only, 
which is the source of all good, but 
wUl be offended with those who do 
make this their rock. 

Finally, Christ is this rock, and if 
we have this Bible Rock, this great 
rock that fills the whole world not 
only, but whose greatness occupies 
the heavenly paradise also, we shall 
have a greater possession, and a more 
enduring substance than all this 
world can of itself afford, or many 
worlds like it confer, if procured 
from like resources. And concern­
ing this rock, we can gladly say, 
amid the exhausting influences of 
life's toils, with the Psalmist, " Lead 
me to the rock that is higher than I . " 
And while on this solid rock I am 
estabUshed, I can declare with the 
poet,— 

" On the solid rock I stand. 
All other ground is sinking sand." 

If we have a portion in this dur­
able rock, we shall be kept frora the 
hands of the destroyer, and our pro­
tection -will be, " No weapon formed 
against thee shall prosper," and in 
the abiding rock we can continne, 
for " though heart and flesh fail,"^ 
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yet we -will see the rock, for abiding 
mansions are prepared above where 
he dwells, and •we shall be able to 
remain steadfast, though heaven and 
earth pass away, and are no more. 

In this complete rock is a fulness 
and completeness that saves to the 
uttermost. And if we buUd on this 
chief corner-stone, we shall have a 
firm foundation, which all this world 
nor any of the powers of the enemy 
cannot misplace. 

In this, spiritual rock is our salva­
tion, which will bring us all the com­
forts, it promises to afford, if we keep 
it, and this "rock will not be a rock 
of offense to us, but we will be en­
abled to say, with a good sister in 
the Bible, " Neither is there any 
other rock like our God ;" and we 
shall be fully persuaded that on this 
rock—not on Peter—he has success­
fully and forever founded his church. 

And when this rock—Cbrist—ap­
pears in majesty and great glory to 
judge tbe world, those who remaui 
on the earth having him for " the 
rock of their inheritance," will bave 
no cause to " call on the rocks and 
mountains to fall on them to hide 
them from his face," while their re­
quests prove fruitless, for the rocks 
and mountains will flee away, but 
they will be enabled with joy to 
meet him. " when he comes." Then 
who -will say with us, We will have 
this Bible Rock to be our rock ? 

H o w TO oBTAiij P A E D O N . — " D o 
not trust in your own works, endea­
vors, your virtues ,and good deeds, 
your prayers and your alms. They 
-will never buy for you an entrance 
into heaven. They will never pay 
your debt to God. They are aU im­
perfect in themselves, and only in­
crease your guilt. There is no'inerit 
or worthiness in them. at the very 
best. ' W^hen ye shall have done 
all those things which are command­
ed you,' says the Lord Jesus, ' say 
we are unprofitable servants. '"— 
Luke xvii, 10.—Fhxhange. 

E X P E R I E N C E . 

BY T. V. DOLAN. 

I was born of Romish parents and 
reared in the Romish faith. I heard 
about Jesus Christ {with the unction 
of the Holy Ghost) forthe first tirae, 
in the early part of 1871. I.com-
rnenced at once to honestly and earn­
estly seek and obey the light. 

Immediately on my conversion, 
the Lord called me to work in his 
vineyard. The devil hindered me 
somewhat. I was afraid of the 
lions. But Jesus oiten appeared to 
my fainting soul, ever commanding. 
Go forward ! Be strong ! Be very 
courageous ! I was enabled by faith, 
after a full consecration to lay hold 
on tbe promise for cleansing and 
power! "Th i s is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our 
faith." First of all I fell among, 
holiness people. This was a great 
start and help to me. Some say 
this doctrine is too strong for babes; 
but I can say from experience that 
it did not hurt me. I saw clearly 
and gave glory to God. 

Oh! how surprised I was, after 
searching the ' Scriptures, and read­
ing the works of Wesley and others, 
at the opposition to HoUness in the 
M. E. Church. " The works of the 
devil are manifest." And the 3d of 
John XX, clearly explains the whole 
mat ter : '.' Every one that doeth evil 
hateth the light, neither cometh to 
the light, lest his deeds should be 
reproved." The Lord has led me to • 
be an offence to many. (Rom. ix, 33.) 
But although my trials have been 
severe, and my buffetings many, he 
has sustained me in bearing the 
cross among false prophets, in the 
office, in street preaching, and in all 
good works. I have found my 
sorest trials, where they have ever 
been found by those fuUy deter­
mined to please God, among false 
brethren. I see the need of a' Free 
Church everywhere, without "lords," 
wherein we can all be brethren in 



KNO'WING GOD. l i s 

the peace, love and unity ofthe Gos­
pel. May God shake terribly the 

/ sandy foundations, and sanctify to 
himself a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works ! 

God has •written, on my heart ; To 
• be temperate in eating, speaking and 

acting—to fast—to divest myself of 
aU worldly conformity, in word, act 
or dress—to "l ive soberly, right­
eously, and godly in this present 
world "—to " avoid the very appear­
ance of evil—to be open, frank and 
honest, with nothing hid—to avoid 
as the bite of a serpent, all secrets. 

" The world hateth me, because I 
testify of the world that the deeds 
thereof are evU." The world op­
poses me; Christ loves me! If I 
would compromise, and act in a gen­
teel and smooth manner, and hide 
about three fourths of my light 
under a bushel, I would no doubt be 
tolerated in their communion; bnt 
now, beeause God has put into my 
hand a sharp, piercing sword, the 
carnal mind is stirred up on all sides. 
But as I value ray soul, and heartily 
desire to save it alive, I must " walk 
in the light as he is in the light," in 
order to be clean. This I will do, 
at any cost, God being my helper. 

The graces or fruits of the Spirit, 
and the charity of Cor. i, 18, are 
mine. Bless the Lord! 

Washington, D . C, 

—There are two ways of destroy­
ing Chris t iani ty^the one is to deny 
it, the otber to displace it. 

— " Most people believe there is a 
hell, but never aUow that any body 
is going there. All people •with 
them are good, as soon as they die, 
all were sincere, all meant well, and 
all they hope, got to beaven. Alas! 
what a common delusion is this ! I 
can well understand the feeling of 
the Uttle girl who asked her mother 
where all the wicked people were, 
buried, for she found no mention on 
the grave-stones of any except the 
good." 

K N O W I N G GOD. 

" To know God is eternal Ufe." 
Therefore to know God as personal, 
living in you, is to Uve his etemal 
life. The Scriptures do not say to 
know doctrines, to know creeds, to 
foUow leaders, to know about the 
Bible or all it contains, or know 
opinions of good men, or follow good 
authorities ; but eternal life is yours 
only when you know God. 

If you know of him through books, 
or any medium that tells concerning 
him, and yet do not know him 
beyond the book or anthority you 
adopt, then you have not gained 
eternal life. Your authority gives 
you the promise of etemal life ; but 
life is more than a promise, it is a 
reality. Etemal Uving with God is 
beyond all tbat was or can be writ­
ten. I t is personal contact with God, 
personal communion with God, per­
sonal knowing of God as present 
with you, guiding you, controUing 
you, speaking to you. This is eter­
nal life—to know God. 

Until then, you can say and know 
beyond doubt you have been baptised 
by the Holy Ghost, who alone gives 
the personal knowledge of the pres­
ence of God ; then you have not 
gained eternal life. 

You are simply resting on a prom­
ise, when you should press on to gain 
the reaUty. 

Knowing God is never gained by 
striving and getting, nor by efforts 
to know about him or his wondrous 
works. • God is above all works, all 
of his gifts, all knowledge, ail pos­
sessions. To know God then, is not 
to know things, but to consider 
things as stepping-stones to the 
higher ground, where God shall be 
our « all in all." 

Knowing the Bible is not the same 
as knowing God. God is beyond 
tbe Bible. He -wrote it. Eternal 
Ufe does not come from knowing the 
Bible. The Bible is but a stepping-
stone, a holy instruction book to 
point the beUevers to God. 
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Knovsdng Jesus is not the same as 
knowing God. Jesus ascended to 
" your Father and my Father," and 
from the Father comes "etemal life," 
first manifested in ,his Son Jesus, 
next to be given by Jesus to you. 
But the life comes from God only. 
W e must, therefore, look beyond 
Jesus to God, and know God over 
all as the giver of his life to be our 
life. Also, to know God is a gift, 
therefore no effort will gain i l but 
faith, and tbat degree of appropria­
ting faith whioh accepts and there 
rests. 

When do we know God ? There 
is but one answer—when we receive 
the Holy Ghost, who after sanctify­
ing us, cleansing us, and redeeming 
as in every part of onr nature, de­
livers up tbe kingdom in ns to God 
the Fatber, that God may be all 
and in all. Adam knew God, for 
God walked -with him. Enoch 
walked with God, for God took him 
to walk alone with him. Enoch did 
not cease to live on the earth, but he 
became like God, of a new nature. 
He had come into the perfect knowl-
•edge of God. 

To know God then, is to be fully 
redeemed, Uving the pure life of the 
original Adam. 

To know about the Spirit is yet 
not " perfected in the knowledge of 
God," for God the Creator, the Al­
mighty, the Omnipotent, is higher 
than his occasional manifestations to 
the flesh. To realize God as the Sov­
ereign of the world, in aU his immen­
sity of power, and yourself as a little 
atom, yet able to hear his faintest 
whisper, your heart opened to receiv-e 
his Spirit's communion, your intel­
lect redeemed, and no other power 
but his able to direct it, your body 
renewed and transformed, and made 
"l ike unto Christ's most glorious 
body," a spiritual body, free from aU 
corruption, sin, disease, beyond all 
4eath—this is the life eternal, ever 
knowing God.— Glad Tidings. 

— " T h e love ofGod is strength." 

TO T H E METROPOLIS. 

A young man had been preaching 
in the presence of a venerable di­
vine, and after he had done, went to 
the old minister and said : 

" W h a t do yon think of my ser­
mon?" 

" A very poor sermon, indeed," 
said he. 

" A poor sermon !" said the young 
man. " I t toOk me a long time to 
study it." 

" Aye, no doubt of i t ." 
" Why , did you not think my ex­

planation of the text a good one ?" 
" Oh, yes," said the aged preacher, 

" very ^ood, indeed." 
" Well, then why do you say it 

was a poor sermon ?" askea the young 
man. 

" Because," said he, " there was 
no Christ in it." 

"Wel l , " said the yonng man, 
" Christ was not in the* text. W e 
are not to be preaching Clirist al­
ways ; we must preach what is in 
the text." 

The old man replied : 
" Don't you know, young man, 

that from every town and every -vil­
lage, and every hamlet in England, 
wherever it niay be, there is a road 
to London." 

" Yes," said the young man. 
" Ah," said the aged divine, " so 

from evei'y text in Scripture, there 
is a road to the metropolis of the 
Scripture, that is Christ. And, my 
dear brother, your business is when 
you get a text to say. Now, what is 
the road to Christ, and then preach 
your sermon, running along the 
road toward the great metropolis— 
Christ. And," he added, " I have 
never found a text that had not a 
road to Christ in it, and if ever I do 
find one that has not, I will make 
one. I will go over hedge and 
ditch, but I wUl get at my Master, 
for the sermon cannot do any good 
unless there is a savor of Christ in 
it,"— Gospel Banner . 
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T A K E T H E BLESSER. 

Jesus wants us to embrace him, in 
his solitary, personal glory, grace 
and power. He will not allow 
worlds, or churches, or creeds, or 
friends, or joys, or hopes, or abstract 
ideas, or crowns, fo come between 
ns and himself. He will not even 
let the thought of a "blessing," or 
of " sanctification," or of " heaven," 
get between us and himself. W e 
must empty our hearts of all desires, 
empty our hands of aU gifts and 
treasures, empty our minds of all 
ideas, phUosophies and opinions, and 
then embrace Jesus, the Infinite 
Blesser, as over and above aU bless­
ings. 

K you were to approach the sun, 
you would find that the nearer you 
approximated his blazing orb, world 
after world, and star after star would 
disappear behind the waves of solar 
light, until, lost and dro-wned in a 
sea of splendor, you could see noth­
ing but the solitary sun. 

In seeking holiness, Jesus draws 
you to himself. As your panting, 
thirsting heart gravitates towards 
the Blesser, through a wilderness of 
surrounding objects and ideas, you 
will find those niultitudinous objects 
and ideas will one by one drop be­
hind you,until you let go the created 
universe, and take him for your por­
tion, who made the universe. 

"When you let go yourself and ev­
erything else, and fall by your own 
specific gravity into this bosom of 
love, and see " n o man, save Jesus 
only," then you will be wholly sanc­
tified by an act of the Di-vine will. 

Quit trying to do the Lord's work; 
quit trying to make yourself feel. 
Or make yourself holy. Do not be 
gazing ai'ound for "s igns," and 
" sounds." and symptoms;" stop 
fishing in the channel of your heart 
for " moods," and "frames." Do not 
attempt to manufacture flashed or 
celestial lightning in the'sky of your 
moral nature. Let the Lord Jesus 
take the entire management of you, 

withjn and -without,now and forever. 
Wed yourself to Christ, and be con­
tent with h im! He -will take the 
responsibiUty of cleansing and keep­
ing you.—Christian Standard. 

HEAR MT CRY! 

0 strong to save and bless,? 
My rock and righteousness, 

Draw near to me ! 
Blessing, and joy, and might. 
Wisdom, and love, and light 

Are all with Thee 1 

My refnge and my rest I 
As child on mother's breast, 

I lean on Thee. 
From faintness and from fear, 
•When foes and ill are near, 
DeUver me. 

Turn not away thy face. 
Withhold not needed grace, 

My fortress be 1 
Perils are round and ronnd, 
Iniquitfes abound. 

See, Savionr, see! 

Come, God and Savionr, come I 
1 can no more be dumb; 

Appeal I must. 
To thee the gracions- One, 
Else is my hope all gone, 

I sink in dnst I 

Oh. answer me, my God, 
Thy love is deep and broad. 

Thy grace ia true 1 
Thousands this grace liave shared, 
O let me now be heard, 

O love me too; 

Descend thoa mighty love, ' ^ 
Descend from heaven above. 

Fill thoa this sonl I 
Heal every bruised part, 
Bind np tliis broken heart. 

And make me whole! 

'Tis knowing thee that heals; 
"Tis seeing thee that seals 

Comfort and peace. 
Shew me thy cross and blood. 
My Savionr and my God, 

•Then troubles cease.—DBona», 

—As thine eye observeth others, 
so art thou also noted again by 
others. 
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W A T C H T H Y MOUTH. 

See the sentinel, as -with-measured 
tread, he guards the entrance to the 
oflicer's quarters. His dnty is to 
keep out those who have no business 
to enter there ; and to forbid any 
to go out from the lines not author­
ized. You can see him at the en­
trance of the Navy Yard. See, he 
does not take a leisure stroll of a 
mile or two, looking here and there, 
absorbed with sight-seeing. He is 
not seen in flippant chat with a by­
stander. - He dare not sit down, 
much less talk of sleep. He is not 
found playing checkers or croquet. 
O n o ; his business is to watch the 
entrance of his employer, and he 
does it faithfully. At the close of 
his watch, he can tell you for a cer­
tainty, whether any unqualified have 
gone out or come in. 

O ye people! thns guard your 
mouth. .Keep out intruders. There 
are rura and tobacco and their kin— 
suffer them not to pass. They will 
t ry to outwit you, but be vigilant. 
Challenge them with all the shining 
steel at yonr command. They have 
no business within. Accept no parley­
ing; no excuse. Guard the sacred en­
trance of your soul in all the dignity 
thereof; it may be once criished, but it 
is now a risen manhood. I fyouhave 
not already, let the Spirit ofthe living 
God dwell within; for then you will 
have a double zeal to keep out these 
imps of poUution. He wUl not dweU 
in aught but a sacred enclosure. 
Challenge every one who essays to 
enter, in your weakness ; and, if need 
be, God shall send the seraphic host 
to yonr assistance' " Hold the fort!" 
"Jesus signals still." A reinforcing 
host lies just outside the garrison. 

Let none in, we say, but above all 
let none out, who by all means should 
be prevented. Here is a vigilant 
eye needed. Ten thousand a day are 
surging, plotting and struggling for 
egress, whose only bnsiness is to re­
turn equipped of the devil for your 
destruction. W h o ? W h a t ? Words 

man, words! Once out they mean 
your destruction — evil words we 
mean. Good words you must take 
special care to let out. That is what 
the door is for—somebody to go in 
and out ; for good servants. " But 
I say unto you, that every idle word 
tbat men shall speak, they shall give 
account thereof in the day of judg­
ment. For by thy words [good 
words] thou shall be justified, and 
by thy words ' [evil words] thou 
shalt be condemned." Matt xii, 36-
37. Many words—good words— 
must needs go out in a day on their 
holy mission of comfort, joy and 
gladness; but examine well; see they 
bear the right password; see that 
iu their faces beams love—-heavenly 
love—and peace. Let none pass in 
whose eye a bit of anger lies. Keep 
thy lips with all thy dUigence. 
Pace up and down the path of power 
with patient tread ; nor be for a 
moment diverted. Carry against 
your breast tbe sacred steel—the 
Word of God—polished with per­
sonal applicatiom Hug it to tby 
bosom, Christian sentinel, as you 
walk the beat of life's watchfulness, 
A mighty noble dwells within— 
guard well, " Know ye not that ye 
are the temple of God, and that the 
Spirit of God dwelleth within you ? 
If any man defile the temple ofGod, 
him shall God destroy ; for the tem­
ple of God is holv, which temple ye 
are." 1 Cor. iii, 'iG-ll.—Bible Ban­
ner. 

—The fervent and diligent man is 
prepared for all things. 

—The man who denies the univer­
sal necessity of regeneration, can 
know very little of the heart's cor­
ruption. He is blind indeed who 
fancies that pardon is all we want 
in order to get to heaven, and^ does 
not see that pardon without a change 
of beart, would be a useless gift. 
Blessed be God that both are freely 
offered to us in Christ's Gospel, and 
that Jesus is able and willing to give 
us the one as weU as the other. 

i 
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OBJECTIONS TO HOLINESS. 

And they are not very hard to 
find. All justified persons sooner or 
later see the necessity of holiness of 
heart, and if they are not willing to 
pay the price—give up all they have 
or are for Jesus—then " tbey with 
one consent begin to make* excuse." 
And these are some of tbe excuses 
they make: 

1. " We sin eveiy day in word, 
thonght and deed, and cannot help 
it." 

A N S . — " He that committeth sin 
is of the devil, for the devil sinned 
from the beginning." 1 John 3, 8. 
N o sin is compulsory, for sin im­
pUes probation, and probation^ im­
plies the" power of choosing between 
good and evil. 

2. " W e cannot live without some 
sin." 

A N S . — " If ewe walk in the Ught as 
he is in the light, we have fellowship 
one -with another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ his son cleanses us from 
ALL sin." Whosoever is born of 
God DOTH NOT commit sin." 

3. " There, is none righteous, no 
not one." 

A N S . — W h y ? Because there were 
none who sought after God, as the 
context states. John says, " He thaf 
doeth righteousness is righteous." 

4. " We cannot be sanctified till 
just before death." 

A N S . — " Behold now is the accept-
ted time, behold, now is the day of 
salvation." W e remember to have 
heard an anecdote of a good Pres­
byterian brother, who thought as 
above stated. Being brought very 
low by disease, and thinking that 
he should die, he prayed very ear­
nestly that he might be sanctified, 
preparatory to that event. His 
prayer was answered in the sanctifi­
cation of hia soul, of which he had 
clear, unmistakable evidence. But 
(unfortunately for his theory) he re­
covered, and strange (?) to relate, 
he had still the e-vidence of his sanc­
tification—the preparatory dying 

grace. But -what to do about it the 
poor fellow did not know. He finally 
concluded to do the best thing he 
could under the circumstances, viz., 
to give God the glory for what he 
had done for his soiU. 

5. " We are sanctified by obedi­
ence, to the law." 

A N S . — " B y grace ye are saved 
through faith; and that not of your­
selves : it is the gifl of God ; not of 
works, lest any man should boast." 

6. " We are purified by trials." 
A N S . — " And God, which knoweth 

the hearts, bare them witness, giving 
them the Holy Ghost, even as he 
did unto us : and put no difference 
between us and them, purifying their 
hearts BY FAITH. Acts xvi, 8, 9. K 
both Jews and Gentiles are to have 
their hearts purified by faith, to 
what class do they belong who are 
to have their hearts purified by 
trials? 

7. " We are purified Uttle by Ut­
tle." • 

ANS.—The blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth (present tense) us from A I L 
sin." 

8. " No one is perfect in this Ufe." 
A N S , — J o b was a perfect man. 

Paul says, " L e t ns, therefore, as 
many as be perfect," &c., &c. 

9. " Bnt sorae who profess to be 
holy comniit great sins." 

A N S . — " Ha've I not chosen , yon 
twelve, and one of you is a devil?" 
"Who ever thought of charging the 
doctrine or example of Jesus -with 
the horrible crime committed by Ju­
das, one of his followers ? And yet 
it would be as reasonable as to 
charge the doctrine of holiness 
-with all that is done by its professed 
adherents. The Judas of the New 
Testament is not the only Judas who 
ever lived in the world. 

10. " B u t these people say they 
cannot sin." 

A N S . — W e have heard this charge 
repeated over and over again, and 
yet, strange to say, we bave never 
once beard the original claim put 
forth, we believe. And if we shonld, 
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what would it prove ? Simply that 
some one had misapprehended the 

-doctrine;—not that it -was at fault 
itself, for the original and generally 
accepted doetrine teaches nothing of 
the kind. True, John says, " Who­
soever is born of God doth not com­
mit sin, for his seed remaineth in 
him, and he cannot sin, because he 
is of God. 1 Jno. 3, 9. But that 
it is only relatively" or morally im­
possible, will appear from the fact 
that this would place us beyond pro­
bation ; and tbis not only when we 
are sanctified, but wben we are bom 
of God. But we see by the text 
(Dan. 12, 10) that those participa­
t ing in this work were to be " tried" 
after having been " purified and 
made whi te ;" hence there must be 
a probationary state subsequent to 
sanctification. 

11. " Holiness people have but 
one idea; they are hobby riders." 

ANS,—Hear Sl. Paul : " This ONE 
THING I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching 
forth to those things which are be­
fore, I press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus." 

12. " But you are one dispensation 
too soon." 

ANS.—Before another dispensa­
tion opens, it may be said, " He tbat 
is unjust, let him be unjust still: and 
he that is filthy, let him be filthy 
st i l l : and he that is righteous, let 
him be righteous still: and he tbat is 
holy, let him be holy still." He that 
waits tiU the next dispensation to 
obtain holiness of heart, will find to 
his utter and irretrievable ruin that 
he is one dispensation too la te ! ! 
MoraUty and uprightness of charac­
ter, apart from saving faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, will avaU noth­
ing : for " without holiness no man 
fihall see the Lord."—A. J . Dennis. 

— " I t is a good thing to make a 
profession of religion, if we have 
any religion lo profess." 

A P R A C T I C A L SERMON. 

BY A CHINKSE MINISTEB. 

TBXT.—"Go," 

"Leave thy father, mother, fields; 
preachers go thus; world-men don't 
like to go in that fashion. Where 
must we go? To the sea; go for 
the fish; they are not on the surface, 
they are in tbe depths. W e may 
find shrimps in shallow water, but 
we must go to the deep water for 
the large fish. Go to the mountains 
to seek the lost sheep. There are 
lions and tigers and snakes in the 
mountains; but we must go, not to 
find sport, but to find the sheep. Go 
to the vineyard, to work, to watch, 
to plant, to water. Go to the field 
to sow seed. Study the soU, and 
sow accordingly. Field work is not 
play. Go to the market-place and 
bid guests to the Master's feast. 
Go into the army, to fight, to wrestle 
with the devil, to put forth your 
strength, and to come home singing 
songs of victory. 

" Ask the master for Peter 's hook, 
to bring up the right fish; for Da­
vid's crook to gnide the sheep 
aright; for Gideon's torch, to light 
up the dark places ; for Gospel seed, 
-without any tares in i t ; for Moses' 
guiding rod ; for the brazen serpent, 
lo cure the bites of the world's 
snakes; for David's sUng to pros­
trate your giant foe ; for the armor 
inventoried by Paul in the last chap­
ter of Ephesians; but above all, 
for the wonderful Holy Spirit to 
help at all times. If we have all 
these, it is no matter where we go. 
We -wiU come •with rejoicing to Con­
ference next year, with* songs and 
shouts of victory."—Diving Epistle. 

" We cannot carry any worldly 
thing out of the world; bnt by 
worldly things we can lay up treas­
ures in heaven—good deeds, noble 
character, love to God, may be car­
ried •with us." 
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D I V I N E INTERPOSITIONS. 

As a testimony to the continuance 
of Divine Revelation, I would relate 
the circumstance of ten infidels, in 
or near Westchester Co., N. Y., who 
practiced clubbing together to 
strengthen one another in Atheism. 
To one of their meetings, Daniel 
Haviland, a minister of our Society, 
with whom I was well acquainted, 
was constrained to go, and to warn 
them to repent of their wickedness, 
assuring them " t h a t there verily is 
a God who judgeth in the earth," 
and by his mission was led to tell 
them that if they did not repent 
they would be made such an exam­
ple of God's displeasure, as that 
scarce an individual of them should 
be permitted to die a natnral dealh. 
But this message was not proved to 
be true by any miracle wrought at 
the lime, but by its subsequent ful­
filment upon every one of them to 
the letter. See Cunningham on Re­
velation., 

Again, David Sands, a minister 
whom I well knew, during his t r av ­
els in Ireland, on a certain day felt 
a strong impulse in his mind, to stop 
and hold a meeting that evening 
in a barn, near the place where he 
was, and it proved providential, for 
a certain man had selected that 
night for the execntion of a premed­
itated purpose lo take his own life; 
and soon after the meeting was con­
vened, he was for that end passing 
near the said barn, and seeing a light 
was led to step in, and very soon 
after, David Sands rose and declared 
that his mind was remarkably im­
pressed •with a belief that there was 
an individi]jil present who was un­
der a temptation to take his own 
life, and had now left his home for 
the purpose ;. and expressed the con­
viction, that he then had the instru­
ments of death about him, but told 
him, if he would resist the tempta­
tion now, that Satan would never 
be suffered to tempt him any more. 

After the meeting closed, a person 

I came to David Sands and acknow­
ledged the tmth of the testimony, 
and that he was the man; and then 
on his way for the execntion of his 
fatal design. And the account states 
that he was never so tempted after­
wards, and was inexpressibly thank­
ful for the interposition of a Divine 
Providence for his escape. See Da­
vid Sands' Journal of travels in Eng­
land and Ireland. 

John Fletcher, a minister of the 
Church of England, entered the pul­
pit at his own place of worship at 
Madely, intending to preach a ser­
mon which he had prepared. But 
his mind became confused—he could 
neilher recollect his text nor any 
part of his discourse. In his distress 
and perplexity he knew not what to 
do, and thought he shonld be obUged 
to leave the place. Becoming some­
what composed, his mind tumed to 
the account in the 3d chapter of 
Daniel, of the three worthies who 
were cast into the fiery furnace. On 
this subject he commenced speaking, 
and received singular enlargement 
of heart and extraordinary assist­
ance from his Divine Master. Be­
lieving there mnst be some peculiar 
cause for his being thus led and aid­
ed, he desired, if any of his congre­
gation met with anything particu­
lar, they would acquaint him -witb 
it. 

During the ensuing week he re­
ceived tbe foUo^wing information : A 
woman of the name of K , the 
wife of a butcher in the neighbor­
hood, was under deep and serious 
convictions. Her husband was ex­
ceedingly enraged at her becoming 
religious, and uttered many vindict­
ive threats as to what he would do to 
her if she did not cease going to hear 
John Fletcher, or to any meeting 
for worship whatever. On her tell­
ing him she conld not in conscience 
refrain from going, he swore dread­
fully, that if she went any more he 
would cut her throat as soon as she 
came home. This drove her lo look 
to her Heavenly Father for help. 
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and to cry unto him to be with her 
in the trying hour. Being favored 
with some confidence in her Al­
mighty helper, she concluded to con­
tinue faithful in the performance of 
her dnly. The next meeting day, 
after many struggles against the 
suggestions of Satan, and with the 
fears of her own heart, she came 
down stall's prepared to go the 
place of worship. Her husband en­
quired if she was going thi ther ; and 
on her replying in the affirmative, 
said, " I shall not as I intended cut 
your throat, but I will heat the oven 
and throw you into it the moment 
you return home." This threat he 
enforced •with many a bitter oath; 
bnt she was not be deterred by the 
fear of personal violence ; she went 
on her way -with her heart humbled 
in prayer, endeavoring to seek 
strength from the only sure foun­
tain. I t was the day already de­
scribed ; and as J. Fletcher was 
speaking of the Hebrews whom Ne­
buchadnezzar cast into the fiery fur­
nace, she felt every word applied to 
her heart, and as if all belonged to 
her. Strengthened and animated 
she felt the love of God flowing in­
to her soul, and a willingness 
wrought in her to lay down her Ufe 
for his sake. She hastened home, 
nothing doubting, bnt that some way 
would be opened for her deliverence, 
as had been for the three children; 
or that if burned to death that her 
immortal spirit would be gathered 
in mercy into her eternal rest. On 
opening the door of her dweUing sbe 
found her husband's wrath abated, 
and he under a fresh visitation of 
divine love which had awakened in 
him a concern for the salvation of 
his soul. John Fletcher concludes 
his account of this occurrence with 
these words: " T know now why 
my sermon was taken from me, 
namely, that God might thus mag­
nify his mercy."—The FHend. 

. * - • - * 

—It is always safe to leave results 
with God. 

REFLECTIONS. 

BY EEV. E . P . MABVIN. 

This year has witnessed an in­
crease of ministerial and ecclesiasti­
cal vacations, in number and length. 

Mr. Murray's Music Hall -views of 
this question are evidently gaining 
ground. Let ns sum up and reflect 
a little. Whenever a minister is 
sick, or honestly tired out in gospel 
service he should cease work a while. 
Pnlpit exchanges -will often furnish 
the needed rest from stndy. Besides 
if ministers would preach the Word 
as given them and not do so much of 
the polished essay business, they 
would not find it so difficult to find 
matter and form for sermons. The 
trne apostolic idea of a sermon is 
not a fine polished address, prepared 
and delivered witb " excellency of 
speech and wisdom," bnt a plain ex­
position of divine t ruth in the power 
of tbe Holy Ghost. I t is interesting 
if not amusing to observe how con­
venient our jolly clerical friends a t 
the Springs, the sea-side or in the 
woods, find the words of Jesns in 
Mark vi, 31, calling his disciples 
aside from almost incessant preach­
ing to rest a few hours. Not a few 
observers are skeptical as to whether 
the pastors of rich and popular 
churches who "r ichly eaTm a vaca­
tion," and are sent off to play from 
one to three months, really work 
any harder, or even as hard, as pas­
tors of smaller and weaker churches, 
most of whom toil twelve months in 
the year. 

I t is easier to lead a giant than a 
child. Many of the foi-mer class 
abandon pastoral visitation ; some 
preach but one sermon ; some change 
places oflen ; some repeat their ser­
mons once in two or three years, and 
some live iu elegance and luxury. 
On the whole we incline to beUeve 
that the pastors of weak and strug­
gling churches work the harder. 
Scarcely any other class of men are 
taking the vacation time that minis-
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ters of the gospel take. Money­
makers generaUy cannot spare the 
tirae. Physicians do the most bnsi­
ness during the heated term. The 
poor toil on and sweat throngh the 
whole. Satan lakes no vacations, 
but works with increased activity 
and success whUe the churches are 
closed. 

Death is at work, and the people 
have more need of a pastor at their 
homes in midsummer than at any 
other time. TheaBsenee of pastors 
and closing of chnrches has been one 
cause of the unprecedented increase 
of Sabbath desecration during the 
past summer, by both saints and sin­
ners. When Dr. H. M. Scudder 
condemned the Coney Island Sunday 
excursions, the N. Y. Sun pointedly 
asked him where he was spending 
the summer, and why his church 
was closed. 

The ehurch changes as much as 
the world. The Jews originally had 
a daily service in the temple and in 
the synagogues. The Romish 
churches are never closed even on a 
Week-day. Surely no Christian 
church should be closed, or Sunday 
school adjourned on the Lord's day. 
Wha t a humiUating spectacle many 
of our chnrches have presented to 
the world during the past summer— 
doors closed, and members lounging 
at home and reading secular papers, 
or off on pleasure excursions, child­
ren turned loose to Sabbath desecra­
tion, the saeredness and spiritual 
profit of the day almost wholly lost, 
all forms of evil in a ferment, preach­
ers off at play, starring, preaching 
for pay or a new pulpit, and perhaps 
reluming more weary than when 
they left. But the subject is a sad 
one to dwell upon, and it will require 
much more talent than has yet been 
shown, to vindicate vacations. 

<»» 

—By the translation of Enoch 
and Elijah, God showed how men 
would have left the world if they 
had not sinned—not by death, but a 
glorious translation. 

J U S T SAVED. 

BY MKS. N. FEANCE. 

In December, 1873,1 was called 
upon to sland by the bedside of a 
dying sister, whose experience and 
death was certainly remarkable, 
and which I believe God designed 
should be published to the world, 
but I never supposed I shonld be the 
one who should have it done, as 
there was one particularly requested 
by her to perform tbis duty faith­
fully. But as no account of it has 
ever been made, God has given me 
very clearly to understand that I 
must do this work. 

Sister Root was born in Sehuyler­
ville, Saratoga Co., N . Y., in 1828 ; 
was tbe daughter of N. Seelye, one 
of the oldest members of the M. E. 
churcli in this place, and for many 
years a local preacher, who departed 
this life five months before his 
daughter. Our father, I beUeve, 
was a Christian, and we were taught 
to fear the Lord ' from our yonth. 
Sister Root experienced religion (or 
professed to) when 15 years of age, 
and joined the M. E. «Shurch. A 
few years later she became the -wife 
of a class leader, and a member of 
the choir, and bdth herself and her 
husband always had theu- house, 
hearts and hands open to the canse, 
so that none doubted but she was a 
Christian, (of the modem type, at 
least,) and was very highly esteemed 
by all who knew her. 

She was taken suddenly Ul, which 
terminated fatally in one week. 
Three days after she was taken sick 
she felt sure she wonld not recover. 
Her husband was watching with her 
at the time, she talked freely, and 
made all her requests in reference to 
their secular affairs, after which she 
wished him to call the children and 
those in the house, and those of the 
friends who could be called in that 
night, together -with the pastor and 
a nnmber of the neighbors. She said 
she wished to speak to them and bid 
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them farewell, lest she should not be 
able to speak after. She had spo­
ken to all, and the pastor had sung 
and prayed with h e r ; she seemed 
quite composed and said she hoped 
it would be well with her. But, oh, 
what misgivings we felt, but we 
kept looking to God *f or her, when 
suddenly she sank away, and it was 
difficult to determine her state; but, 
after lying quite a length of time, 
she just as suddenly came to herself, 
opened her eyes, and asked for wa­
ter. When she had partaken, she 
said: 

" I have been permitted, through 
the goodness of God, to come back 
to make a confession for myself, and 
to warn the people not to do as I 
have done. I bave been passing all 
these years for a Christian, and in 
heart I have not been one. I have 
not obeyed God, and this has been 
my great sin ; for he says, " If ^e 
love me, ye will keep my command­
ments." Then she reproached her­
self, and besought God to have mer­
cy upon her yet. ' " Now," she said, 
" I want to lell you where I have 
been and what I have seen. When 
I lett you, I stepped aboard of some­
thing like a stage or car, and glided 
away until I found myself in a large 
crowd, in a spacious room, elegantly 
furnished and beautifully lighted. 
The ladies were gaily dressed, carry­
ing high heads, and with their trains 
traUing in tbe filth which the gentle­
men were making with their tobacco, 
and the smoke was very offensive. 
There was a great number of church-
members in this crowd; this is the 
cburch and the world united—how I 
saw it there. Then I passed out of 
this into a dark place, where seemed 
to be many others, and I was.crowd-
ed to the very brink of an awful pit, 
and I said, " Must I go in there ?" 
and I shrank back -with such alarm 
that I came to you again, to tell you 
that I am not prepared for heaven, 
nor have I seen i t ; but I have seen 
and smelled the awful pit , and but 
jas t missed going into it ." 

Then she prayed and exhorted 
•with powerful language, such as she 
never before was capable of, after 
which she seemed exhausted, and 
njmained quiet until the afternoon 
previous to her death, when she 
called for me. I was out of the 
room at the time, but immediately 
hastened to her bedside. As I ap-

Eroached she put up her arms to em-
race me, saying, " Sister, praise 

God, Jesus saves me now ! Glory to 
his name!" and she continued in 
tbis happy state until the end, prais­
ing God for salvation, even at that 
late hour, and exhorting those pres­
ent to meet her in,the better world. 
She said she "should soon join in 
the song of redemtion, which would 
be far sweeter than any she had sung 
here." She continued until about 
twelve o'clock that night, when she 
peacefully passed through the portal 
of death, and we all felt that " it is 
weUwith her." 

—What wUl become of us in the 
end, who begin so early to wax. 
lukewarm ! 

—A gentleman said to me in New 
York, " I was a sad drunkard : I be­
came a Christian. Well, I believed 
and boasted that the love of Jesus 
had taken away all the appetite for 
drink. Three weeks ago there was 
the Communion Service in Dr. 
Tyng's. I smelt the drink and 
wanted it. My fingers began to 
tingle. There was an itching, burn­
ing, dry sensation in my throat. I 
wanted it. I tried to pray. I tried 
to think that I had come there to 
show forth the ' Lord's death till I 
come.' It wai no use. I gripped 
the seat. I ground my teeth. I sat 
in perfect agony. The wine ap­
proached me. I shuddered from 
head to foot. If I had taken it in 
my hand there would not have been 
a drop of it lefl. I know it, and I 
have been fighting that appetite for 
three weeks with all the power I had 
to fight anything.—John B . Gough. 
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F R I E N D S OR SLAVES. 

God never meant that we should 
serve him as slaves. Our Saviour 
has clearly taught us that we are to 
be actuated by pure and lofty mo­
tives. As love prompted the plan of 
salvation, so love is to prompt us in 
our acceptance and compliance -with 
all that we find in the working of 
that plan. Jesus said, " Henceforth 
I call you not servants, . . . . but I 
have called you friends." 

If our love to Christ and our obe­
dience to his precepts is simply kept 
up because we fear hell, we are 
slaves. A slave serves his master 
because he is compelled to do so, a 
friend labors because he loves to. 
Our Saviour by comparison' here 
makes obvious how much better it is 
to labor as a friend than it is to work 
as a slave. There is a vast difference 
between enduring religion and en­
joying it. 

I f we feel that God is all poweii'ul, 
can do with us as he pleases, and in 
•wrath can and will -send us to end­
less woe, hence we will obey him,we 
are slaves. If we sing and pray be­
cause we must do so, our religious 
life is a burdensome one. 

On tbe other hand, where love to 
the Master is the motive power, we 
do just what we want to do when we 
serve and obey him whom we love. 

The only constraint such an one 
feels is that ol which Paul speaks 
when he says, " T h e love of Chrisi 
constraineth ns ." 

WUling, cheerful obedience, freely 
doing our duty from the promptings 
of love, makes the most arduous task 
a pleasure. 

Let love once become the prime fac­
tor, and we -will ever be ready to 
work heattily for the Lord. The 
Christian life of many would be 
marvelously changed if they recog­
nized this principle of friendship. 
The individual who obeys the laws 
of the United States because he fears 
the penalty,is not so good a citizen as 
he who obeys them because he loves 

that which is just and right. One 
labors under bondage, the other is 
doing just what he wants to do. So 
with a man whose," citizenship is in 
heaven," his' greatest pleasnre con­
sists in doing right because Jesus 
has set us the example, and love to 
him prompts us to take him as our 
ideal and exemplar. " Ye are my 
friends if ye do whatsoever I com­
mand you." 

Reader, are you a friend of Christ ? 
If so, do not talk and act as though 
his commands were an unpleasant 
restraiDt,and his religion a thing yon 
would dispense with if it conld be 
safely done, bnt rather let love, gra­
titude and the higher motives gov­
ern you, and you will rejoice in the 
freedom the Son gives.—Bible B a n ­
ner. 

•-•-« 
—A willing and obedient heart— 

how pleasing to our heavenly Fath­
er! I t is more acceptable than offer­
ings of .gold and silver; more fra­
grant than frankincense or myrrh. 
I t is odorous of love, which is what 
pleases him best, whose natnre it is 
to love. 

—" If ever your sins are forgiven, 
it must be now; now in this life, if 
ever in the life to come; now in this 
world, if they are to be fonnd blot­
ted out when Jesus comes again. 
There must be actual business be­
tween you and Christ. Your sins 
must be laid on him by faith ; his 
righteousness must be laid on you. 
His blood must be applied to your 
conscience, or else your sins will 
meet you in the day of judgment, 
and sink you into hell. Oh, how 
can you trifle when such things are 
at stake ? How can you be content 
to leave it uncertain whether you 
are forgiven ? You may not feel 
your danger now. Yon may not 
see the necessity of seeking forgive­
ness at onee. A time may come when 
you wU! alter your mind. The Lord 
in mercy grant it may not then be 
too la te ! Once more J say, take 
warning !" 
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A SOLEMN QUESTION. 

BY H. A. CROUCH. 

Life is too short, and its opportu­
nities too precious to waste. Heav­
en is a place too blessed to lose, and 
eternity too long to spend in hell. 

The husbandman that went out 
to hire laborers into his vineyard, 
said to those unemployed : " Why 
stand ye here all the day idle." ,The 
unprofitable servant that was east 
into outer darkness, was not openly 
-wicked, but bad simply failed to nse 
his lord's money. He buried the 
the talent given him in the earth. 

' To lose our own souls, and be tbe 
means of others losing tbeirs, is to 
faU of entering in ourselves, thereby 
hindering others. 

God has so interwoven our eternal 
well-being with that of our fellows, 
that we can occupy no neutral 
ground. Jesus said, " He that gath­
ereth not with me scattereth abroad." 
The present is pregnant -with future. 
The steps we take here bear us on 
towards eternal destiny. There is a 
point of time somewhere in proba­
tion's hours, when we make the final 
decision, from which we rise to 
heaven, or sink to hell. Solemn 
honr! The Judgment Day will be 
a solemn day, when the dead—smaU 
and great—shall stand before God, 
and the books are opened. The hour 
of death will be a solemn hour, when 
we bid farewell to lime, and launch 
out into eternity; bnt the hour when 
the soul poises between two worlds, 
an eternity of blessedness and an 
eternity of woe is more solemn. 
There comes an hour sooner or later 
in the experience of every individual 
when tbe Spirit presses home-' to the 
heart eternal things, and says to the 
sonl, " Choose ye this day whom ye 
-will serve." The final decisions of 
the Judge on the throne, " Come ye 
blessed," or "Depart ye cursed," 
-wiU be according to the decision we 
made then. 

"A point of time, a moment's space, 
Bemoves me to th&t heavenly place. 

Or shuts me np In hell." 

W e may greatly enhance our eter­
nal reward by the improvement of 
present opportunities. Every soul 
won to Chnst wiU be a star in the 
crown of our rejoicing forever. 
" T h e righteous shall shine as the 
firmament, and they that tura many 
many to righteousness as the stars 
forever and ever.; not even a cup of 
cold water, given in the name of a 
disciple, shall lose its reward." 

Heaven is a blessed place, the final 
abode of the redeemed. I t is within 
our reach, but it cannot be gained 
without earnest effort on our part. 
Jesus said, " Strive to enter in at the 
straight gate; for many, I say unto 
you wUl seek to enter in, and shall 
not be able." Eternity is too long 
to spend where "The i r worm dieth 
not, and their fire is not quenched." 
" Wbere they have no rest, day nor 
night. And the smoke of their tor­
ment ascendeth up forever and 
ever." To fail of heaven will be to 
reach hell. Since there is crowded 
into our existence here, interests so 
vital to our etemal well-being here­
after, the question should come home 
to those who are making no effort to 
gain etemal life, -with awful signifi­
cance, " Wfiy stand ye here au the 
day idle." 

t • « —^.— 

— ^ T H E PfiESENT M O M E N T . — T h e r e 
is no moment like the present; not 
only so, but, moreover, there is no 
moment at all, that is, no instant 
force and energy, but in the present. 
The man who wiU not execute his 
resolutions when they are fresh upon 
him, can have no hope from them 
afterwards: they will be dissipated, 
lost and perished in the hurry and 
skurry of the world, or sunk in the 
slough of indolence. 

God helps those who will lo be 
helped. He who wiUs to be helped, 
will exhaust every means to help 
himself. 
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D E A T H I N T H E CUP. 

A few days ago, we attended a 
meeting in a church in New York. 
After the opening exercises and ad­
dresses by two of the ministers in 
the altar, one of whom was the pas­
tor, the meeting was open for Chris­
tian testimony. One or two in the 
congregation had spoken, when a sis­
ter, a member of old John street 
church, arose, and with deep emo­
tion and intense earnestness, said she 
believed that the Lord, had sent her 
there to deUver a solemn warning. 
She said that her husband had been 
a hard drinker, and iu his drunken 
fits had oflen fearfully abused her, 
and on one occasion while beating 
her, had struck one of her eyes, 
bruising it fearfully, causing her 
much suffering and the entire loss of 
sight in that eye, and affected tbe 
otljer, so that the sight of it was also 
nearly gone. In that condition she 
had lo work for her living, while her 
husband spent his money for drink. 

Some time after, both she and ber 
husband were converted at Jer ry 
McCauley's mission, and her husband 
was saved from the appetite for 
drink. She tried medical aid in vain 
for the recovery of her sight, and 
was pronounced incurable by the 
doctors. In her distress they went 
to the Great Physician, and in an­
swer to their united prayer, the Lord 
restored her sight. 

But about a year ago she and her 
husband attended a sacramental ser­
vice in this church. When they came 
to the altar she perceived tbat the 
wine was intoxicating and would not 
touch i t ; but her husband partook, 
and through tasting it, relapsed into 
the craving for strong drink, and 
feU, cansing her great trouble and 
sorrow. Bnt through all she held 
on to God through faith and prayer 
for him till he was again restored. 
"And now," said she, " we are so 
gloriously saved. I bave no unkind 
feeUng for any one, and do not.wish 
to offend you, but I felt impressed 

that I must come now and tell what 
happened to us by taking alchoholic 
wine in this church." 

A touching narrative and solemn 
warning is just Uke a message from 
God, and this made an impression, I 
think, on the minds of all present; 
and if I had not previously decided 
and solemnly promised to the Lord 
that I would never either administer 
or partake of the abominable stnff 
in the Lord's Supper, I sfaould have 
done so then. Ever since we took 
this decided stand against the use of 
alchoholic wine at the Lord's table, 
we have been led to see Iheinconsis-. 
tency of the practice, and we won­
der why Christians can be so blind 
with all the light recently shed on 
the subject, as to use intoxicants, 
which many would justly shudder to 
place before their famiUes at their 
own table, in the most solemn ordin­
ances of our holy religion. I t is 
clear that fermented wine, called in 
Scriptures, " The wine when it is 
red, when it giveth its color in the 
cup," and " t h a t biteth like a ser­
pent," is forbidden by the word of 
God, and we are informed on the 
best authority that it is not now, nor 
ever has been used by the Jews, at 
their sacred feasts, nor at their wed­
dings. This ought to settle the 
question of communion. 

If the passover wine ^ s nnfei-m-
enied wine, Christ, no doubt, used 
the sarae in the institntion of the 
sacrament; and if unfermented wine 
only was used at weddings, Christ 
did not make fermented wine at the 
marriage feast at Cana.—Exchange. 

^ 
—When the Lord reigns supreme 

in the heart, how easily, how natur­
ally holy aspirations arise, at all 
tiines, in all places, and in all circnm­
stances. 

— " We mnst be content not only 
without what we cannot have, bnt 
with what we do hafe. He who 
does not use well what he has, is 
content without it, not with it, and 
that is not true contentment." 
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EDITORIAL. 

LOVE YOUR N E 1 G H ! S 0 R . 
Love admits of degrees. There is 

an almost measureless distance be­
tween a feeUng of interest jnst arising 
above indifference, and tbe snbUme 
affection whicb leads a man to lay 
down his life for his friend. But in 
its lowest possible degree,'' Love -work­
eth no Ul to bis neighbor."—Rom, xui, 
10, Here is a simple text, and one 
easUy appUed. No one need be de-
eei-ved in a matter so plain. Tet many 
.are. They profess to be Christians, 
that is to love their neighbor, when 
they are talking against him, circulat­
ing slanderous reports about him, and 
doing aii they ean to injure him -with­
out exposing themselves to danger. 
Such persons have only to take a con­
cordance and examine those passages 
which speak about lo'rtng our fellow­
men, tb see that they are most awfuUy 
deceived. Yet some such not only 
profess to be rigbt, but also to be,-with 
their sympathizers, about the only 
ones tbat are right. For if ye love 
Mem which love you. What ^reward 
have ye ? Bo not even the publicans 
fhe same »—Matt, v, 46, 

But love does not call darkness 
Ught, nor Ught darkness. I t has noth­
ing of a QMapromising spirit. If i t 
sees one w ^ n g it teUs him, and does 
aU it can to set bim right. He who 
loves his neighbor, -teUs him when he 
is convinced he has done -wrong. If 
he makes amends he rejoices over it, 
bu t if not he -withdraws his feUowship, 
but not his love. He does not follow 
him up in a spirit of persecution, but 
lets bim alone as far as the safety of 
others wUl permit, "And if any man 
obey not our word by this epistie, note 
that man, and have no company -with 
him, tha t he may be ashamed. Yet 
count him not as an enemy, but ad­
monish him as a brother,"—2 Thess. 
m, 14-15. 

Because a man does -wrong, " walks 
disorderly," and is " abnBybody,"that 

is no reason why you should go to 
fighting over him, and backsUde. Do 
your duty to him in love, and then, as 
the Apostle says, hane no company 
with him. Do not encourage him in 
his -wrong course, by acting as if yon 
thought he was right. You weaken 
your o-wn faith by putting pn a sem­
blance of Christian fellowship when 
you know it does not exist, and ought 
not to exist. You do him an injury 
by strengthening a proud, stubborn 
spirit, when yon ought to make him 
ashamed. Some keep on indulging in 
an unchristian spirit from year to 
year, simply beeause tbey are propped 
up by those who know they are -wrong. 
Sometimes the whole strength of a 
strong church is neutraUzed in this 
way, by a single person. 

"Ahypocrite -with his mouth des­
troyeth his neighbor.'"—Prov. xi, 9. 
'Whatever else we have, we must see 
to it then, that we have a genuine love 
for our neighbor. For all fhe law is 
fulfilled in one word, even in this: 
thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself." 
—Gal. X, 14. 

CONSISTENCY. 
There is often fonnd among sinners 

a consistency which professed saints 
would do weU to imitate. Christians 
are often told that if they would have 
good men nominated for ci'vU officers, 
they mnst attend the caucuses. Sup­
pose they do, and secure the nomina­
tion of men of good principles and 
sterUng integrity. Though their party 
may be largely in the majority, it -will 
generally be found that rum-seUers, 
"free-thinkers," and their adherents 
-wUl, in sufficient numbers, go over to 
the opposing party to secure the elec­
tion of their candidates. The balance 
of power between the two parties is 
held by men whose anti-Christian 
principles are stronger than their pol­
itical principles, 

Robert G. IngersoU is an influential, 
prominent RepubUcan. Bnt he is also 
a very out-spoken, decided infidel, if 

tf • 
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not atheist. He, with many others of 
Bimilar sentiments, requested Presi­
dent Hayes to pardon a man who has 
been con-victed by an intelligent jury 
of twelve men, before a United States 
Court, of sending immoral pubUca­
tions through the mails. These pub­
Ucations were not only immoral, but 
atheistic. Hence the sympathy of 
free thinkers for this monstrous eriin-
inal. The papers report tha t when 
Ingersoll was asked by Secretary 
Sherman to take the stump for the 
Bepn^li'^*'''* paity, he answered -with 
an oath that he " would never make a 
speech for the Republican party while 
D. M, Bennet Ues In jail." For this 
reason he has joined in a caU for a 
National Liberal PoUtical Conven­
tion. I t is not probable that they 
will nominate candidates, but wUI 
give their votes to whichever party 
wiU make to them the largest conces­
sions. 

Unless Christians would see the 
Sab'hatb turned in-to a day of revelry 
and dissipation, and the destinies of 
this conntry controlled by Uqupr-seU-
ers, beer-drinkers, atheists and com­
munists, they must imitate the consis­
tency of IngersoU, and give fealty to 
Christ the precedence over fealty to 
any political party. Thongh in the 
majority, yet as long as they divide 
up abont equally between the two 
leading poUtical parties, a compara­
tively smaU nnmber, -without con­
science, bound together by depravity, 
fretted by restraint,- and going to 
whichever party wiU serve them best, 
ean open more and more widely upon 
the weU-disposed, the flood-gates of 
iniquity. 

They tha t fear God should come 
back to Bible principles, and select for 
their rulers, "-able men, sueh as fear 
God, men of truth, hating covetous-
ness." They should not vote for crim­
inals, or unmoral men to make or ad-
Boinister the laws, even ^though they 
represent their own poUtical princi­
ples. Nor sbould they allow the great 

issues of temperance, of the Sabbath, 
of pubUe morality, to be lost sight of 
in issues of infinitely less importance. 
Do not serve God at other times, and 
the devU on election day. Let God and 
a good conscience control you in your 
bnsiness, in your conversation, in 
your domestic life, and in your duties 
as a citizen. 

SUSTAINED. 

A note was left at onr office, request­
ing us to call at the hotel upon a broth­
er whom we had met in former days, 
as an active, stirring mah- He was. 
now a cripple; one foot whoUy, the 
other partiaUy amputated. He was 
on his way to New York to get artifi­
cial limbs. We went with mingled 
feelings, of joy at seeing our brother, 
of sorrow and pity for his loss, and of 
anxiety as to how it was endured. 

His greeting was cordial and pleas­
ant, his tone fnU of peace and joy, a t 
onee put to flight onr anxiety. I t was 
apparent that human sympathy aaid 
,<Bondolenee, though appreciated, were 
not needed here. In a two hours con­
versation the tiieme was, not the af­
fliction tha t had oome upon cmr broth­
er, but tbe blessings tluit̂ >1biad eome 
from this -visitation of Providence— 
the unwonted nearness t o God that 
had resulted, the increaswi'power, giv­
en from above, to lead men to Ciurist. 

Instead of repining at Uls misfor­
tune—^for who, in the prime of inaO? 
hood, •with a fanuly to support, would 
not count it a misfortune*'to be thns 
maimed ?—he sought a t once in what 
way he inight secnre to bis soul the 
good to be gained from his suffering. 

Is not this the wise way ? Does not 
God mean good to his chUdren, and 
not eviX'? Surely the peace of heart, 
and quiet of soul which our brother 
had, could eome from but one source— 
from God our Father. Though he 
chasten, yet he sustains and supports 
his chUdren by a strong arm. 'When 
he sends sickness, or when by acci-
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dent we are compeUed to remain quiet, 
and cease from our ordinary avoca­
tions, is it not that we may t u m our 
hearts and thoughts to him ? He can 
make the sick room a place of joy, 
and in the night-watches he wlU draw 
near the sufferer, who •wiU draw near 
to him. Though pain come upon our 
members, he wiU send peace to the 
trusting soul. 

Onr brother bas gone on his way,, 
carrying a message of peace and love, 
and the Ught of the Holy Spirit to all 
whom he meetB. By a quiet submis­
sion to God's providence, and a sincere 
seeking to know Grod's wUl concerning 
him, he has gained a rich blessing 
though by affliction, and through sor­
row is made rich in the knowledge 
of Christ, unto everlasting life. 

EN"VT. 
Guard carefully against an envious 

spirit. Great deference is paid to 
worldly prosperity, and you are in 
danger of enjoying a greater measure 
o ^ t than God has seen flt to allot to 
yoti. Even tiie Psalinist confesses to4 
& m n g sinned in this. direction. For 
1 was ^rkiious at fhe foolish when T 
saw fhe prosperity of the wieked. "We 
have heard laany confessions, and yet 
we do not remember to have Jieard 
one of this particular sin. And yet 
there is no doubt but thai; it is much 
more common now, than it was in the 
PeaUnist's day. : 
i n f y ^ n find" yourself ready to believe 
everytlHng •that is said to the disad-
vaidiage of srbrother, and incredulous 
£ , m ei^rything that may be said in 
his favor, you may be certain tbat en-
-vy is at the bottom. Envy cannot bear 
to hear its rival praised. 

En-vy is a fruitful breeder of discon­
tent. No one ean jHjssibly possess aU 
good quaUties and all good things. In 
some respects, others -will surpass yon. 
If that makes you unhappy, then you 
-wiU be ever unhappy. You cannot 
enjoy what you possess, because some 
one else has something which you I 

judge to be bet ter ; or if not better, 
stUI you esteem its possession neces­
sary to your happiness. Ahab is heavy 
at heart and displeased—not because 
he has not possessions in abundance ; 
but because he cannot obtain the vine­
yard of Naboth. But his -wicked wife 
helps bim ont, and Naboth is slain 
under the forms of law, and the cov­
eted inheritance is possessed but not 
enjoyed. 

Thus en-sry not only produces un­
happiness, but it leads to injusti^ 
and crime. I t was the moving cau 
of the flrst murder, and its cha r a^ 
has not improved by age. Watch 
against it then, with the most jealous 
solicitude. If it pains you to hear a 
commendation of the piety or useful­
ness of others, then be sure that envy 
is making its way into your heart. 
You are in a dangerous condition. As 
you give way to that, you wUl lose the 
spfrit of holiness. You may keep up 
the profession—many do who are not 
justifled—but the power wUl be want­
ing. " Though I bestow all my goods 
to fee^j^the poor, and though I give 
my body to be burned, and have not 
charity, it profiteth me nothing." 
" C H A R I T Y BNTIBTH NOT." 

BEPENT. 
The requisite effort often fails to 

•accomplish its object because it isnot 
put forth in the right direction. The 
farmer who should harrow his field 
before he breaks up the fallow ground, 
would fail of a crop, not for the want 
of industry, but of common sense. 
The scholar who rpshes into the intri­
cacies of science, before he has mas­
tered the fundamentals, makss slow 
and toilsome progress, notwithstand­
ing his hard study, in consequence of 
his want of famiUarity with first prin­
ciples. I t is so in religion. There are 
many -who are trying to work out 
their salvation at so great a .disadvan­
tage that their failure is almost a cer­
tainty. They pray enough to make 
them saints, and yet they are bnt Uttle 
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btetter for their devotions. They give, 
up to the demand of charity,but their 
benefactions profit them nothing. 
They are yet in the flesh, and so they 
cannot please God. They love the 
world. They are acting aU the whUe 
from selfish motives. They m n as un­
certainly; they flght as one that beat­
eth the air. The trouble -with them 
is , THEY W E B E N E V E B COBTVEBTBD, 

There has been a change in them; bnt 
I t i s not sufficiently radical to make 
iykeein Christians. Their lamps b u m 

1 ^ ^ | | season, but they have no oU in 
f£eir vessels, -with which to replenish 
them. There has been a fashioning 
over of old materials, rather than a 
new creation. With them old things 
have never been done away. Their 
feeUngs, their habits of life are the 
same as ever, save that they have un­
dertaken the performance of a few of 
what they call reUgious duties. They 
are not dishonest, but deceived. Their 
perseverance in endeavoring to live 
religion w^ithout enjoying it, entitles 
them to comdiemlation.- J U i g the 
unsuccessful att^-ptlS*l!^TffirTioly 
Uves without holy dispositions, to 
" gather figs of thorns and grapes of 
thistles," they give up in despair try-

. ing to live reUgion. They were taught 
wrong. Th'ey foUowed "blind gnides. 
Tbey were taken up info -tae mountain 
when they should have been led into 
the valley. They were encouraged to 
helieve when they should hay,^, been, 
required to repent. There is a great 
amount of superficial piety occasioned 
by -wrong teaching on this point. A 
man who has been dishonest and 
•wronged his neighbors, becomes con­
victed. He manifests in a reUgions 
meeting his desire for salvation, per­
haps by rising up, perhaps by going 
forward. Friends, desirous of encour­
aging him, tell him,0|ne after another, 
'"to believe." " I t is wicked not to." 
' ' You must believe that God accepts 
you^ tha t you are now a Christian." 
" But I do not feel any different," says 
the bewildered seeker. " Never mind 

your feelings," reply the instructors' 
" go OH and do your dnty, and you 
•will feel better." "Tou are so good, 
so moral, that yon must not look for 
any marked change." -> He yields a t 
last, and, contrary to his convictions, 
tries to persuade himself that he is a 
Christian. A beUef in one's safety, 
-whether true or false, produces com­
fort, and so he cherishes it. His skep­
tical neighbor says, " I shaU beUeve 
there is something in it if he pays me 
what is honestly my dne—perhaps the 
usury he extorted from ma." But there 
is no confession, no restitution, and no 
perceptible difference in his spirit a i ^ 
general demeanor. But is the ^q|t|v 
reaUy converted ? By no means, tt 
is plain and palpable that he bas not 
compUed with the conditions of salva­
tion. God is not deceived. He receives 
none that do not come fuUy and hear­
tUy to his terms. Bepentance is indis­
pensable to becoming converted to God^ 
Nothing -wiU be accepted as a .substi-
ta%. There i6 noBuchthins as iri-tliiju-
info tbe -way e^, Ufe -̂  
throu.crh tliegateof rejt- . . . . . . 
may as well undertake to leam a 
sti-ange language-with - - ' • -—'---•-
of the alphabet, as to 
tian -without repentance 
ciqi mnst be drunk by 
taste of tbe sweets of ( 
cross must be borne b y ! 
wear the cro-̂ '̂ n of Ufr 
at youv peril. You shu 
of your eternal ruin. 
C^^ye repent, ye .shSTi 
perish. .0hdb ' offer no* substitute. 
Make no delay, bnt humble yourself 
before God and make a penitent con­
fession of your sins. 

This is a duty incumbent not only 
upon open sinners, but upon profess­
ing Christians, They should be always 
in a penitent frame of mind. But if 
yo» have lost your first love, there is 
no regaining it -without repentance. 
Going forward to seek tbe blessing of 
holiness -wiU not answer. If you would 
bmld your house so that it -wiU abide 
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sliie terrific storm of the last day, let 
the foundations be deeply Ifiic^ i^ 
heartfdtt; repentance. 

FRIENDLY. 
The spirit of Christ is a friendly 

spiril. They caUed Christ, when on 
earth, " a friend of publicans and sin­
ners." The reason was, not beeause 
he associated -with them as a friend 
and enjoyed their company, but he 
sought to do them good, and spoke 
kindly to them and accepted their 
JiospitaUty, and instructed them in 

le way of life and salvation. 
Syery disciple of Christ, and espe-
Tfy every minister of the Gospel, 

should be friendly. His spirit should 
be patient and gentle and kind. He 
shonld have a friendly disposition. 
In this there sbould be no pretense, 
no insincerity. If he is naturally sel-

sh and distant, he shonld pray for a 
• spjrit, nntil God gives it to 

,,it a preacher, what-
fean dobutlit t le good, 

atute of i t repels instead 
Strangers are nor apt fb 

When there really is 
gixit it will manifest itself 
lniannep. The most un-
r well as tbe most refined, 

^when they feel friend-
1 is simply sliowing 
ito others. We 

and coiisiderate 
to i^iake an 

l^eSj i ly to-
"^dlfferMitUjnuc. 

' t w i 
» i When one attempts to confer upon 
'ns'any favor, even though it may be 
of no advantage to us, we should ap­
preciate the intention and express our 
thanks for the attempt, Bome per­
sons have such an ungracious way of 
receiving an intended favor as. to 
make the one who tried to confer it 
feel as if they had offered an insult. 
There is enough grace to be had to 
cure one of such unamiable manners. 

As sunshine and showers soften the 

frozen ground in spring and prepare 
iit to receive the plow, so does the pro­
per manifestation of a friendly spirit 
by Christians towards sinners, open 
their hearts to receive the tmth. But 
we should be careful and not compro­
mise. We should not in being friend­
ly, become " friends of the world," 
or join in with its amusements or 
spirit or fashions, This would ^ not 
only neutralize pur efforts to do good 
to others but would destroy us. He 
who talks poUtics hears and teUs 
jokes, or attends plaees of amusement 
-with the ungodly, can do but Uttle 
good in the pulpit or in the altar^iu^: 
ty he repents of his folly and con­
fesses it freely. He has overdone t i e 
matter. He has not exhibited the 
Spirit of Christ, taut the spirit of the 
world. Instead of capturing the ene­
mies of the cross he has himself been 
captured. 

But there is not the sUghtest ne­
cessity of mnning to the extreme. 
We ean, maintain our integrity as 
ChrisHaiM.an^ yel be,' friendly to all. 

^ ^ ^^^HK9b!i£''%^$l^^ ^'-"^ separate 
from sihnei% '"Was ^ t us theexample. 
We need to take lessons ffoni' Christ. 
Obedience to Him wUl 'remove the 
pee^vishness front our spirits and tbe 
roughness from our manners. His 
Spirit will s*t us right. He that hatt^ 
friend.s must shoiv himself friendly. 

LIVE BY PAITH. 
ojijiiust not only be pardoned by 

iftiand be Bllnctified by faith, bnt 
bu must also live by faith. If you do 

not,- yon wUl die a spiritual death. 
Man shnll not live by bread alone, but 
by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of God. You must believe 
God's -word. Rely upon it just as 
much when it promises temporal as 
when it promises spiritual blessings. 
Let it be to you, the word of God who 
cannot lie. Examine carefuUy, and 
see to it that you sustain the charac­
ter of those to whom the promises 
are made, and if you do, appropriate 
them to your use just as you. would a 






