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GIVING. 

BY EEV. B. T. EOBERTS. 

As creatures, we all belong to 
God. W e were made by His power, 
we are preserved by His care. His 
right over as ia absolute and su
preme. 

Christians acknowledge in theory 
at least, the claims of Gpd. To all 
Bach the Apostle says: "Ye are not 
your own, f o r ye are bought with a 
price,' therefore glorify God in your 
body, aiui in your spirit which are 
Clod's."^! Cor. vi, 20. ' 

No part of us is our own. Our 
hearts, our affections, our wills be
long to God. An aot of worship 
may be ever so proper in itself and 
ever so properly performed, but it 
is not acceptable t-o God unless the 
heart is in it. To those who had 
always been members of the true 
churcli, and who were very 
strict observers of its forms, our 
Saviour said: " Well hath Esaias 
prophesied of j-ou, hypocrites, as it 
is written, tliis people honoreth me 
with their lips, but their heart is far 
from me."—Mark vii, 6. 

But our bodies, equaUy with our 
souls belong to God. We must care 
for them, feed them, dress them and 
work them as He directs. 

In giving, then, the first thing to 
be done is, to give ourselves to God, 
The early Christians were taught 
this. W h a t is more, they practiced 
it. Paul says of the Chnrches of 
Macedonia. " The abundance of 
their joy and their deep poverty-
abounded unto the riches of their 
liberality," to that degree that they 
eontributed so much beyond their 
means for the relief of the saintsfc-
Jerusalem, who in a time of perse
cution were stripped of every things 
that the Apostle was rt ldctant t o 
take their contributions, and would 
do it only after they had prayed 
him " with much entreaty,' ' that he 
would receive the gifts. 

The means of obtaining this nn.--
expectedly large contribution was 
not some general festival, which 
appealed successfully to vanity and 
appe'ate and passion ; but the Apos
tle says they "first gave their owa 
selves to the Lord and tmto us by-
the will of God."—2 Cor. viii, 5. 

1, To WHAT OBJECTS 8U0ULI> 
CuEisTiANS GIVE? This is an im--
portant question. I t is not every 
gift, even though it be magnificent, 
that is acceptable to God. No one 
would claim that the Lord is pleased 
with a gift, however great, made to 
a theatre or race course, or to a poor 
man lo bny liquor to drink.. W h y 
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r not ? Because such a gift ministers 
Jto appetites which God commands 
IUS t o crucify^ and not to indulge. 
'Who can show that in building a 

•lehnreh, money paid for that which 
is purely ornamental, which does 
not add to its pennanon'ce, or make 
i t more comfortable or convenient 

-does not come nnder the same head. 
Does not pride shut men out of 

ibeaven just as effectually as tlie love 
• of pleasure, or drunkenness? Not 
"that a chnrch, however costly is as 
bad as a theatre, that is not the 
point. 

Ba t money paid merely to gratify 
.pride, even though it be put in a 
•churchj is not money given to God. 
Solomon's temple was intended as a 
aiype of the Jerusalem above and 
not as a model for Christian Church
es. Many w*»o call themselves 
•Chrif-'tians give su much for pride, 
tha t they feel they cannot afford to 
^ ive for God. 

The Bible presents two objects 
for which we should give—the re
lief of the bodily wants of the dis
tressed—and the spread of the Gos
pel 

Christ says: " Give to him that 
asketh thee, and from him that 
would borrow of thee turn not thou 
away."—Matt, vi, 42. K he asks 
for bread to eat, or clothes to wear, 
•do not turn hira away cold or hun
gry. If be asks you for money to 
buy strong drink with, give him a 
cap of coffee and, good advice. 

Our Saviour tells us that for the 
purpose of receiving needed relief, 
the poor represent Him in this 
•world. " Inasmuch as ye have done 
it anto one of the least of these my 

brethren, ye have done it unto me." 
—Matt, xxv, 40, Remember that, 
wben you see a follower of Christ 
in distress, in relieving him it is 
accounted that yon relieved Christ, 

But nothing relieves the wants of 
men so fully and so effectually, as 
the Gospel. As a minor benefit, it 
makes them industrious and so puts 
thera in a way to take care of them- ' 
selves. I t makes them temperate 
and frugal, and so provides them 
means to help others. I t gives 
them patience and firmness, and so 
enables them to bear the ills of life. 
I t gives them victory over sin, as 
no system of human philosophy or 
human training ever did and so makes 
them dutiful children, kind parents, 
good neighbors, and upright citizena 
I t gives them an assurance that in 
God's great house ih Heaven, there 
is a mansion for them, prepared and 
waiting, and so it takes away the 
fear of death. 

We must then, help spread the 
Gospei. With every Christian thig 
should be the great work of life, 
" G o ye," either by person "or by 
proxy, " into all the world, and 
preach the Gospel to every crea
ture."—Mark xvi, 15. 

Do this by your personal inflnence; 
by circulating the Bible and Chris
tian literature ; by sustaining Chris
tian schools; and by supporting 
those, who devote their lives to 
preaching the Gospel. 

There are, doubtless, those who 
make the ministry a mere professioa 
—an easy means of getting a respect
able living. Por such I h a v e noth
ing to say. 

There are others who preach, be-


