[ Earnest Christian

AND GOLDEIN RULE.

JANUARY, 1879.

: No. 1.

Vor. XXXVII.

GIVING.

BY REV. B. T. ROBERTS.

As creatures, we all belong to
God. We were made by His power,
we are preserved by His care. His
- Tight over us is absolute and su-

preme.

Christians acknowledge in theory
at least, the claims of Gpd. To all
such the Apostle says: “Ye are not
your own, for ye are bought with a
price; therefore glorify God in your
body, and in your spirit which are
Eod’s.”—1 Cor. vi, 20. °

- Nopart of us is our own. Our
hearts, our affections, our wills be-

long to God. An act of worship

may be ever so proper in itself and
ever so properly performed, but it
is not acceptable to God unless the
heart is in it. To those who had
always been members of the true
church, and who were very
strict observers of its forms, our
Saviour said: “ Well hath Esaias
prophesied of you, hypocrites, as it
is written, this people honoreth me
with their lips, but their heart is far
from me.”—Mark vii, 6.

But our bodies, equally with our
souls belong to God. We must care
for them, feed them, dress them and
work them as He directs.

In giving, then, the first thing to
be done is, to give ourselves to God.
The early Christians were taught
this. What is more, they practiced
it. Paual says of the Churches of
Macedonia. *“The abandance of
their joy and their deep poverty
abounded unto the riches of their
liberality,” to that degree-that they-
contributed so much beyond their-
means for the relief of the saintsfr.
Jerusalem, who in a time of perse-
cution were stripped of every thing,
that the Apostle was reluetant to
take their contributions, and would
do it only after they had prayed
him “ with much entreaty,” that he
‘would receive the gifts.

The means of obtaining this un-
expectedly large contribution was
not some general festival, which
appealed successfully to vanity and
appetite and passion; but the Spos-
tle says they “ first gave their own
selves to the Lord and unto us by
the will of God.”—2 Cor. viii, 5.

1. To WHAT OBJECTS SHOULD
CarisTiaNs 6Ive ? This is an im--
portant question. It is not every
gift, even though it be magnificent,
that is acceptable to God. No- one
would claim that the Lord is-pleased
with a gift, however great, made to
a theatre or race course, or toa poor
man to buy liquor- to drink.. Why







