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COVETOUSNESS. 

BY REV. B. T. ROBERTS. 

'• Take care and beware of covetousness."—Luke 
iii, 15. 

Covetousness is the inordinate de
sire of earthly things. I haye listened 
to many sermons, but do not remember 
ever to have heard one on this subject. 

It certainly cannot be because this 
sin has passed away and grown out of 
fashion. 

It is a very common one. It holds 
almost unlimited sway over the civil
ized world. I t is the secret spring of 
action which is impelling the multitude 
on in their eager pursuit after the 
things that perish. Under its influence 
they act like madmen. They toil 
harder than the overtasked slave. 

Health is thrown away, the constitu
tion broken down, premature old age 
comes running on, and they who rob
bed themselves of rest here, are laid 
away to rest in tbe grave. The bow
els of the earth are ransacked ; the 
dangers of the deep are defled; the 
tropical heat and polar cold are endnr
ed ; death in every frightful form, is 
hazarded in obedience to the imperious 
dictates of covetousness. It enters the 
chnrcb and the Church is at once shorn 
of its power. Its vitality is gone. Her 
services become cold, formal, and un

meaning. Her treasures are locked 
up, and no key in her possession can 
open them. She has lost her aggress
ive character. She makes no new 
conquests^ It requires the constant 
exertion of all her strength not to lose 
ground. She is like Sampson shorn of 
his locks,;—an object of derision to 
those who ought to tremble before her. 

1. We should beware of covetous
ness, for it is a damning sin. It is not 
a venial fault, that hardly needs a par
don. You may be surprised to hear it 
called a sin. But I have good author
ity for declaring it a sin which will drown 
those guilty of it in the depths of per
dition. God has said, amid the thun
der and lightnings of Mount Sinai, 
Thou shalt not covet. Among the Ten 
Commandments this found a place. 

The Apostle Paul writes to the Ephe
sians. " This ye know that no covet
ous man, who is an idolater, hath any 
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ 
and of God." 

He here gives the character, and 
danger of the covetous man. He is an 
idolater. He makes a god of gain. He 
builds bis hopes of happiness, not so 
much on tbe favor of God, as on the 
possession of wealth. He had rather 
stretch tbe trnth a little than take a 
dollar less for a piece of property. He; 
does not mean to break the Sabbath ; 



134 THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN. 

bat he will sooner work on Sunday 
than suffer tbe loss of a few bandfuls 
of grain. He has no inheritance in the 
kingdom of Christ. 

Again, writing to Timothy, he says: 
" They that will be rich fall into temp
tation, and a snare, and into many 
foolish and hartful lusts which drown 
men in destruction and perdition." 

Do you not see then, that this is a 
dangerous sin?—one by all means 
to be avoided, if we would not go to 
perdition ? I t is classed by the sacred 
writers among the worst sins. " Be 
not deceived: neither fornicators, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor thieves, 
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor re
vilers, nor extortioners, shaU inherit 
the kingdom of God."—1 Cor. vi, 9-10. 
" Mortify therefore yonr members 
whicb ure upon the earth ; fornication, 
uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil 
concupiscence, and covetousness, which 
is idolatry : for which things' sake the 
wrath of God comeih on the children of 
disobedience."—Col. iii, 5. You may 
know what God thinks of this sin from 
the class in which he places it. 

2, Beware of covetousness, lor it is 
a sin that insinuates itself unawares 
into the beart. 

The most fatal diseases come on by 
-degrees. The victim of consumption 
did not know when she was coming 
home in the chill dews or keen frosts 
of night from the merry dance or gay 
party, that she was exposing herself 
to the shafts of her ghastly destroyer. 
She was not alarm'ed when, with un
erring aim, he sent arrow after arrow 
to her vitals. So covetousness insin
uates itself inio the affections. It 
grows rapidly, and yet insensibly. It 
acquires such a hold, that nothing but 

grace can dislodge il. I t ends in 
death. 

3. Beware of covetoasncss, for it is 
deceptive. The covetous man is de
ceived. He does not know, and he 
does not wish to know, that he lovea 
the world too well. The god of this 
world has blinded his eyes, and he 
loves to have them stay blinded. If 
he is'a professor of religion, he justi
fies his coarse by an appeal to the 
Bible. He is familiar with such pas
sages as these: " But if any man pro
vide not for his" own, and especially for 
those of his own house, he hath denied 
the faith, and is worse that an infidel." 
—1 Tim. V, 8. So under the vain 
pretext of providing for the necessities 
of his family, be goes on adding farm 
to farm, limiting his possessions only 
by his ability to acquire. If he is 
called upon to do anything for the 
cause of God and humanity, he has 
read, " Owe no man anything,"—Rom, 
xiii, 8, He must, therefore, get ont of 
debt, before he can do anything for his 
fellow men. He imagines that he is 
getting rich when God sees that-riches 
•are getting him, 

4, Beware of covetousness, for it 
always fails of securing its object. 

(1) The covetous man really thinks 
that he shall be looked up to—shall be 
respected when he becomes wealthy. 
Vain delusion! None but fools or 
knaves will think more of a man be
cause he is rich. Sycophants may 
fawn around him like hungry dogs; 
but he soon learns to despise them. 

Take an illustration of the little re
spect that is paid to rich men as such. 
T once knew a man who settled in the 
town when the country was new, as 
Indian agent. He became .very rich, 


