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| THE e |
FREE METHODIST CHURCH.
DearLy BeLovep : We ‘think it ex-

pedient to give you a brief account of
~the rise of Methodism. Wesley Bays :

“In the year 1729, two young men
in England, reading the Bible, saw they
could not be saved without holiness ;
followed after it and invited others to
do so. In 1737, they saw likewise, that
men are Justlﬁed before they are sanc-
tified ; but still holiness was their ob-
ject. 'God thl ust them out to raise a
holy people.”

The Free Methodist Church Was or-
ganized by a convention of laymen and
ministers, who met at Pekin, Niagara
Co., N. Y., on the 23d day of August,
1860. The Free Methodists are a body
of Christians who profess to be in ear-

nest to get to heaven. They do not
believe that either God or the Bible has
changed to accommodate the fashion-
- able tendencies of the age.. They sol-
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emnly protest agaiﬁst. the union of the
- church and the world. The conditions
of salvation, as they teach, are the same
‘now that they were eighteen hundred
years ago. He who would be a Chris-
tian in reality, as well as In name,
‘must: deny himself, and take up his
cross daily, and follow Jesus. He must
come out from the world and be sepa-
- rate, and touch not the unclean thing,

1. In doctrine they are Methodists.

They believe in the doctrine of the Holy

Trinity, in a general atonement, in the

necessity of the new birth, in the witness

of the Spirit, and in future rewards
and punishments. They insist that it is
the duty and privilege of every believ-

- er to be sanctitied wholly, and to be

‘preserved blameless unto the coming of

the Lord Jesus Christ. Every one who

i8 received into full connection, either
~professes to enjoy that perfect love
~ which casts out all fear, or promises dili-
.. gently to seek until he obtains it.

Vi el e
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- 2. They look upon. practical . godli-
ness as the never-failing result of a gen-
‘uine religious experience. By their
fruits ye shall know them. Hence they
insist that those who profess to be the
disciples. of Christ should come out
from unbelievers and 'be separate, ab-
staining from connection with all se-
cret societies, renouncing all vain pomp
and glory, adorning themselves in mod-
est apparel, and not in gold, or pearls,
or costly array. We have no right to
abolish any of the requirements made
by Christ and the apostles; or to make
obedience to them a matter of small
consequence.  The Golden Rule, they
hold, applies equally to the colored as
to the white race. The first Free Meth-
odist Church ever organized was in St.
Louis, a slave-holding city, and at a
time when slave-holders were freely ad-
mitted to the churches generally. Yet
they made non-slaveholding a test of
membership, prohibiting, as they have
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. v
ever done, “ the buying,selling,or hold-
ing a human being as a slave.”

3. The government is not ar istocrat-

ic, but the members have an equal voice

with the ministers in all the councils of
the Church. Both the. Annual and the

General Conferences are composed of

as many lay delegates as ministers, who

_have an equal voice and vote in all the

proceédings. The stationing commit-

tee, by whom the appointments are

made, is composed of the chairmen of

‘the districts, and an equal number of

laymen chosen for that purpose. The

official boards are selected by the soeci-
eties, and not appointed by the preach-
‘ers. Instead of Presiding elders, they
- have Chairmen of districts, who gener-

ally have circuits the same as the rest

.. of the preachers. They have general

superintendents, elected once in four

~years, whose duty it is to preside at the
~ Annual Conferences,and travel through .
the connection at large. The rlghts of
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the members are carefully guarded.
4.. They endeavor to promote spirit-
uality and sxmpllclty in worship. Con-
gregational singing is universal, and
performances upon musical instruments,
~ and singing by choirs in public worship
~are prohibited. They believe in the Ho-
ly Ghost. If men are really converted
and sanctified, it is through the Spirit
of God. When He works there is a stir.
As President Edwards says, * Eternal
things are 80 great, and of such vast
‘concern, that there is great absurdity in
men’s being but moderately moved and
affected by them.” Where the Spirit
of the Lord is, there is liberty. The
Free Methodists, while they do not be-
lieve in any mere formal noise, yet when
the Spirit comes like “a rushing m1ghty
wind ” as on the day of Pentecost, do
‘not dare to oppose the manifestation
of His presence. As Edwards says,
“ Whenever there is any considerable
‘degree of the Spirit’s influence upon a
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mixed multitude, it will produce, some '

way or other, a great visible commo-

tion.” To resist his operations is to

hinder the work of God.

5. They do not believe in resorting
to worldly policy to sustain the Gospel.
Christ has said, that whosoever giveth

a cup of cold water in His name, shall in
.po wise lose his reward. But it is the

motive, and not the amount done that
secures the Divine approbation. There
18 no more virtue in giving to the cause
of God, for carnal pleasure, than there
is in any other purely selfish action.

Hence they give no countenance to mod-
ern expedients for promoting Christiani-

ty, such as selling or renting pews, pic-

nics, Christmas trees, festivals, lotteries
fairs, and donation parties., Tosay that

the church cannot be sustained without

thege contrivances to begulle the world:

into its support, is to confess. that pro-
fessing Christians are “lovers of pleas-

‘.m'e'mo‘re than lovers of God.” Itis te

f-'.*;-(
e
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pronounce Christianity a failure. The:
Gospel possesses an inherent power that

will not only sustain itself, but make
its way through all opposition, wherev-

. er its advocates live up toits require-
‘ments, and rely upon its promises.

6. All their churches are required to
be as free as the grace they preach.
They believe that their mission is two-

fold—+to maintain the Bible standar d of

Christianity, and to preach the Grospel
to the poor. Hence they require that
all seats in their houses of worship
should BE FREE. No pews can be ren-

ted or sold among them. The world

will never become converted to Christ,
80 long as the Churches are conducted

~apon the exclusive system. It has al-

ways been contrary to the economy of
the Christian Church, to build houses

of worship with pews to rent. But the

spirit of the world has encroached, by
little and little, until, in many parts of
the United States, not a single iree
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church can be found in any of the c1tles
or largiel villages. The pew system
prevails among nearly all denomin-

- tions. We ale”tholoughly convinced -

that this system is wrong in principle,
and bad in tendency. It is a corruption

of Christianity. Free Churches are |

essential to reach the masses. The pro-

visions of the Gospel are for all. The
‘¢ glad tidings ” must be proclaimed to

every individual of the human race.
God sends the true light to illuminate
and melt every heart. To civilized and

savage, bond and free, black and white,

the ignorant and the learned, is freely

~offered the great salvation.

But  for whose benefit are speczal '
 efforts to be put forth? Who must be

particularly cared for? Jesus settles
this question. - “The blind receive their

- sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are

cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead

~ are raised up,” and, as if all this would

be insufficient to satisfy J ohn of the

, b
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validity of bis claims, he adds, *“and
the _poor have the gospel preached to

them.” This was the crowning proof
that He was the One that should come,

* In this respect the Church must follow

in the footsteps of Jesus. She must see

~ to it that the gospel is preached to the

poor. Thus,the duty of preaching the

 gospel to the poor, is enjoined by the

plainest precepts and examples. If the
gospel 13 to be preached to all, then it

 follows, as a necessary consequence, that

all the arrangements for preaching the
gospel ‘should be so made as to secure
this object. If it be said that seats

- would be freely given to_ those who are

unable to pay for them, we answer, this
does not meet the case. But few are
willing, so long as they are able to ap-
pear at church, to be publ_icly treated
as paupers.

You will find in this book the doe-

~ trines and form of government of the
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Free Methodlst Chureh, as ado])ted by'
the General Conference.
- We do not wish any to subseribe to
it unless they believe it will be for the
glory of God and the good of their
~ souls. - We have no desire to get up
~simply a large church; but we do hope
that our societies wﬂl be composed, ez-
' clusively, of those who are @0 earnest
to gain heaven,and who are determined,
by the grace of God, to live up to the
requn ements of the Bible.

It is of the greatest importance that
‘those who come into this organization
- should be of one heart and one mind.
Oct. 1862.
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COHAPTE RR 1.

.~ SECTIONI.
. ARTICLES OF RELIGION.
L. Of Faith in the Holy Trinity.

Yoo

. THEREis but one lix.rilig and true God, ever-
lasting, without body or parts, of infinite

nower, wisdom, and goodness; the maker

‘and preserver of all things, vigible and in-

visible. And in umty of this Godhead, there

are three persons, of one substance, power,

and eternity ;—the Father, the Son and the.

I:'[oly Ghost.

Of the Word, or Son of God, who was
- .made very man.

The Son, who is the Word of .the Father,

the very and eternal God, of one ‘substance
with the TFather, took man’s nature in the
womb of the Dblessed Virgin; so that two

whole and perfect natures, that is to say, the

Godhead and manhood, were joined together

in one person, never to . be divided, whereof
) 17

Y
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" is one Christ, very God and very man, who

truly suffered, was crucified, dead and buried,
to reconcile his Father to us, and to be a
sacrifice, not only for ongmal guilt, but a.lso

for a.ctua.l sing of men. '

of the Resurrection of Christ.

 Christ d1d truly rise again from the dead,
and took again his body,_ with all things ap-
pertaining to the perfection of Iman’s nature,

_ wherew1th he ascended into heaven and there:
‘gitteth until he return to judge all men at the

last day. : _
-~ IV. Of the Holy Ghost. |
The Holy Ghost, pr.oceéding from the Fa-
ther and the Son,is of one substance, majesty

and glory with the Father and the Son, very
and eternal God.

| ._-V The Sufficiency of the Holy Scmptures

for Salvation.

The Holy Scriptures contain all things ne-
cessary to salvation: so that whatsoever is
not read therein, nor may be proved thereby,
is not to be required of any man, that it
should be believed as an article of faith, or
be thought requisite or necessary to salvation
In the name of the Holy Scriptures, we do
understand those canonical books of the Old
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~and New T‘esi;a.m'ent of whose auﬂ]ority was
never any doubt in the Church

The names of the (’anonwal Bookc

Genesls,
Exodus,

Leviﬁ'hcus,
 NumbBers,
Deuteronomy,
Joshua,
J udges,

‘Rath,

The First Book of Samuel

The Second Book of Samuel,

- The First Book of Kings,

" The Second Book of Kings,
The First Book of Chronicles,
The Second Book of Chromcles,
The Book of Fazra,

. The Book of Neheﬁliah,

. The Book of Esther,
The Book of Job,

The Psa.lms, '

The Pro%bs, e
Ecclesiastes, or the Preacher,
Cantica, or Songs of Solomon,
Four Prophets the greater,

- Twelve Prophets the less,
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is one Chrlst very God and very man, who
truly suffered, was crucified, dead and buried,

- to reconcile his Father to us, and to be a
~ sacrifice, not only for original guﬂt but also

for actual sins of men,
IIL. Of the Resurrection of Oharist.

Christ did truly rise again from the dead,
and took again his body, with all things ap-
pertaining to the perfection of man’s natupe,
wherewith he ascended into heaven, and there

sitteth until he return to Judge all men at the

last day.
IV Of the Holy Ghost.

The Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Fa-

‘ther and the Son,is of one substance, majesty

and glory with the Father and. the Son, very
and eternal God. '

V. The Suficiency of the Holy Seriptures
for Salvation. ‘

The Holy Scriptures contain all things ne-

~ cessary to salvation: so that whatsoever is

not read therein, nor may be proved thereby,
is not to be required of any man, that it
should be believed as an article of faith, or
be thought requisite or necessary to salvation

- In the name of the Holy Scriptures, we do

understand those canonical books of the.Old
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 and New Testament, of whose a.u'thion'lty _-w__a.s_'
never any doubt in the Church. |

The names of “the Canonical Boakl

e Genesm,
Exodus, A A
Leviticus, e SRR !
Numbers, 3 : e
- Deuteronomy,
JoBliaas & i
Judges,
Ruth,
The First Book of Samuel
The Second Book of Samuel,
The First ng of Kings,
- The Second Book of Kings,
~ The First Book of Chronicles,
The Second Book of Chronicles,
The Book of Fzra,
The Book of Nehemial,
The Book of Esther,
The Book of Job,
The Psalms,
The Proverbs, @ e
‘Ecclesiastes, or the Preacher, g
* Cantica, or Songs of Solemon,
Four Prophets the greater,
'Twelve Prophetq the lesq,

4
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~ All the books of the New Testament, ag they
are commonly received, we do receive and

account canonical.
VI. Of the Old Testament.

~ .The Old Testament is not contrafy'v to the
New ; for both in the Old and New Testa-
ments everlasting life is offered to mankind

by Christ; who is the only Mediator between

God and man. Wherefore they are not to be -
~ heard who feign that the old fathers did look
only for transitory promises. Although the
‘law given from God by Moses, as touching

ceremonies and rites,doth not bind Christians,
nor ought the civil precepts thereof,of neces-
sity to be received in any commonwealth;
yet, notwithstanding, no Christian whatgo-

ever i free from the obedie'nce of the com-
- mandments which are called moral.

VII. Of Original or Birth Sin.
Original sin standeth not in the following
of Adam, (a8 the Pelagians do vainly talk,)
but it is the corruption of the nature of every

- man that naturally is engendered of the off:
spring of Adam, whereby man is very far

gone from original righteousness, and of his
own nature inclined to evil; and that contin-
ually.
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VIIL Of Free Will.

The condition of man after the fall of Adamy
is such, that he cannot turn and prepare him-
~self, by his own natural strength and works,
to faith and calling upon God ; wherefore we
have no power to do good Works, pleasant

and acceptable to God, without the grace of

God by Christ enabling us, that we may
have a good will, and workmg with us, when
we have that good will.

IX Of the Justzﬁcatwn of Man.
We are accounted righteous before God,
only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour

Jesus Christ by faith, and not for our own
works or deservings ; Wherefore, that we are:

~ justified by faith only, is a most wholesome

doctrine, and very full of comfort.
X. Of Good Works.

Although good works, which are the frmte.
* of faith, and follow after justification, cannot
put away our sins, and endure the geverity of
God’s judgments ; yet they are pleasing and
acceptable to God in Christ, and gpring out
of & true and lively faith, insomuch that by
them a lively faith ma.y be as evidently
‘known as a tree is discerned by its fruits.
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XI. Of Works of Supemrogatioﬁ.
 Voluntary works—begides, over and above

Fod’s commandments—~which are called works

of supererogation, cannot be taught without
arrogancy and impiety. For by them men do
declare that they do not render only unto God

.. asmuch as theyare bound to do, but that they
~ do more for his sake than of bounden duty is

required: whereas Christ saith plainly, When
ye have done all that is commanded you, say,
‘We are unprofitable servants.

XIL. Of Sin 'aﬂer Justification.

- Not every sin willingly committed after

 justification isthe sin against the Holy Ghost,
‘and unpardonable. Wherefore the grant of

repentance is not to be denied to such as fall .

into sin, after justification ; after we have re-
ceived the Holy Ghost, we may depart from
grace given,and fall into sin,and by the grace
of God,rise again and amend our lives.. And
therefore they are to be condemned who say
they canno more sin as long agthey live here:

 or deny the place of forgweness to such as
truly repent

» XIII, Hntire Samtzﬁcatwn

Justified persons, while th_ey_ do not._ out-
wardly commit gin,are nevertheless conscious
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- of sinstill _reniqining in the heart. They fee)
a natural tendency to evil, a proneness to de-
part from God, and cleave to the things of

earth. . Those that are sanctified wholly are

saved from all inward sin—from evil thoughts

and evil tempers. No wrong temper, none

. contrary to love remains in the soul. All their

‘ thoughts, words and actions are govemed by
pure love. :

Entire sanctlﬁca,tzon takes place subsequent-
~ ly to justification, and is the work of God
wrought instantaneously upon the consecra-
ted, bellevmg soul. After a soul is cleansed
from all sin, it is then fully prepared to grow
In grace.

XIV. Future Reward and Punishment_.

God has appointed a day in which he will
judge the world in righteousness by Jesus
Christ, according to the Gospel. The righte-

ous shall have in heaven an inheritance incor- _

ruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away.
The wicked shall go away into everlasting
punishment, where their worm dieth not,and
their fire is not quenched

XV. of Speakmg in the OOngregatwn n
such a Tongue as the people understand.

It is a thing pla.mly repugnant to the word
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XI1. Of Works of Supererogation. .
Voluntary works—Dbesides, over and above
{od’s commandments—~which are called works
of supereroo-amon, cannot be taught without.
arrogancy and impiety. For Dby them men do
declare that they do not render only unto God
as much as they are bound to do, but that they
do more for hig sake than of bounden duty is
required: whereas Christ saith plainly, When
ye have done all that i is commanded you, say,

- We are unproﬁtable servants,

XII. of Sin aﬂ:er Justzﬁcation;
' Not every sin willingly committed after

~ justification is the sin against the Holy Ghost,

and unpardonable. Wherefore the grant of
repentance is not to be denied to such as fall
into sin, after justification; after we have re-
ceived the Holy Ghost, we may depart from
grace given,and fall into sin,and by the grace

‘of God,rise again and amend our lives. And
‘therefore they are to be condemned who say

they can no more sin as long agthey live here:

or deny the place of forgiveness to such as

bruly repent,.

2 XIIL, Entire Sanctzﬁoatwn

Justified persons, while they do not out-
wardly commit sin,are nevertheless conscious
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of sinstill remaining in the heart. They fee)

a natural tendency to evil, a proneness to de-
part from God, and cleave to the things of
earth. Those that are sanctified wholly are
saved from all inward sin—from evil thoughts -
~and evil tempers. No wrong temper, none
contrary to love remains in the soul. All their
thoughts, words and actions are governed by
pure love.

Entlre sanctlﬁcatlon takes place subsequent—
ly to justification, and is the work of God.
wrought instantaneously upon the consecra-
_ ted,_believing soul, After a soul is cleansed
from all sin, it is then fully prepared to grow
ingedee. )

X1V. PFuture Reward and Punishment.

God has appointed a day in which he will
judge the world in righteousness by Jesus
Christ, aceording to the Gospel. The righte:
ous shall have in heaven an inheritance incor-
ruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away.
The wicked shall go away into everlasting
punishment, where their worm dieth not, and
their fire is not quenched.’ |

XV. Of Speaking in the C’on_qregatwn in
such a Tongue as the people undersiand.

It is a thing plainly repugnant to the word
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of God, and the custom of the primitive
Church, to have public prayer in the Church,
or to minister the sacrament in a tongue not
anderstood by the people.

. XVL Of the Chureh.
The visible Church of Christ is a congrega-

© tion of pure men, in which the puré word of

God is preached, and the sacraments duly ad-
ministered, a.ccordmg to Christ’s ordinance, in
all those thmgs that of necess1ty are reqms-

~ dte to the same. :

XVIL Of the Sucraments.

' Sacraments ordained of Christ are not only
badges or tokens of Christian men’s profes-
Sion; but rather they are certain signs of
- grace, and God’s good-will toward us, by the
which he doth work invisibly in us, and doth
" mot only quicken, but also strengthen and
confirm our faith in him.

XVIII. Of Baptism,.

Baptmm is not only a sign of professmn |
~and mark of difference, whereby Christians
are distinguished from others that are not
~baptized; but it is also a sign of regenera-
tion, or the new birth, The baptism of young
children is to be retained in the Chuxch.
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. XIX. Of the Lord's Supper.

The supperof the Lord is not merely a sign:
of the love that Christians ought to have
among themselves, one to another, but rather
is a sacrament of our redemption by Christ’s
death; insomuch that, to such as rightly,
worthily,and with faith receive the same,the
bread which we break is a partaking of the
body of Christ; and likewise the cup of bless-
~ ing is a partaking of the blood of Christ.
 Transubstantiation, or the change .of the

substance of bread and wine in the supper of
our Lord, cannot be proved by Holy Writ, but
it is repugnant to the plain word of Scripture,.
overthroweth the nature of a sacrament, and
hath given occasion to many superstitions.
71 The body of Christ is given, taken, and:
eaten in the supper, only after a heavenly and:
gpiritual manner. And the means whereby
the body of Christ is received and eaten in:
‘the supper, is faith. The sacrament of the
Lord’s supper was not by Christ’s ordinance:
reserved, carried about, lifted up, or worshiped.

XX Of the one Oblation of Christ, ﬁnwked’
- upon the Oross.
The offering of Christ, once made, 18 that'

perfect redemptlon, propitiation, and satisfac.
tion for all the sins of the whole world, both--
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original and actual; and there is none other .

gatisfaction for sin but that a.lone Where-
fore the sacrifice of the masses, in the which

it is said that the priest doth offer Christ for
the quick and the dead; to have remission of
pain or guilt, is' a blasphemous and danger.

ous deceit.

XXI. Of the Rites and Ceremonies of Clurches.
_' It isnot necesa‘afy that rites and ceremonies -
" - ghould in all places be the same, or exactly

alike; for they have been always different,

~and may be changed according to the diversity
of countries, times and men’s manners, so

that nothing be ordained against God’s word.

Whosoever, through his private judgment,
‘ willingly and purposely doth openly break the

rites and ceremonies of the Church to which
he belongs, which are not repugnant to the
word of God, and are ordained and approved
by commen authority, ought to be rebuked

~ openly, that others may fear to do the like,as

one that offendeth against the common order
“of the Church, and woundeth the consciences
of weak brethren. Every particular Church
.may ordain, change, or abolish rites and cere-

monies so that all thmga may be done to edi-
fication.

T N N o s e 11 i St By

.. '. ,_
I T L e P vy S
TR A A T o

Sl - S i s
B S e s T T S el £ e RS 1

i,
It

o7
2 P




Sec. 2.  ARTICLES OF RELIGION’. N

XXIL. Of. OIM'zstzan Mens Goods

- The riches and goods of Christians are not
common, a8 touching the right, title, and pos-
“gession of the same, as some do falsely boast,
Notwithstanding, every man ought, of such
things as he possesseth, liberally to give almsa

to the poor, according to his ability.

XXIIL. Of a Uhqﬁtm-n Man’s Oath.

As we confess that vain and rash swearing
is forbidden Christian men by our Lord Jesus
Christ and James the Apostie; so we hold
that the Christian rellg'lon doth not prohibit,
but that a man may swear when the magis-
trate requireth, in a case of faith and charity,
go it be done according to the prophet’s teach-
- ing, in justice, judgment and truth.

Note.—This Article shall not deprlve of memberahip
in our Church those who ‘have conscientious scruples
agalnst taking an oath. _

SECTION IL
GENERAL RULES,

The Natwe, Dess, Ugn and General .deac o
i nited Socveties.

(1 ) In the latter end of the year 1739, eight-
or ten persons came to Mr. Wesley in London,
~ who appeared to be deeply convinced of sin,
' and earnestly groaning for redemption, They
" degired, (as did two or three more the nexs
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" day,) that he would spend some time with

them in prayer, and advise them how to fiee
from the wrath to come; which they saw con-

tinually hanging over their heads. Thathe =

might have more time for this great work, he

-appointed a da.y when they might all come

together, which, thenceforward, they

‘did every week, namely, on Fhursday, in the
evening. For these,and as many more as de-
gired to join with them, (for their number in-
 creaged daily,) he gave those advices, from

time to time, which he judged most needful
for them; and they always concluded their

meetings with pra.yer suited to theu' severa] -

necessities.

(2.) This was the rise of the UNITED Socm-
TY, first in Hurope, and then in America
Such a society is no other than “a company
of men having the form and seeking the

~ power of godliness, united in order to pray to-

gether, to recewe the word of exhortation, and
to watch over one another in love, that they may

help each: other to work out their salvation.”

(3.) Thatit may the more easily be discerned

whether they are indeed ‘working out their
own salvation, each society is divided into-

smaller companies, called classes, according
¢o their respective places of abode. There
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are about twelve persons in a class, one of
whom is styled the leader. It is his duty,
I. To see each person in his class once a
week at least; in order, i -
1. To inquire how their souls prosper
2. To advise, reprove, comfort, or exhort

- as occagion m&y reqmre

8. To receive what they are willing to give
~ toward the rehef of the preacher, church and
poor.*
~ II. To meet the mmxster a.nd the stewards
of the society in order, o
1. To inform the minister of any that are
- sick, or of any that wa.lk dlsorderly, and wﬂl
not be reproved.
R. To pay the stewards what they ha.ve re
ceived of their several classes in the week,
(4.) There is only one. condition previously
required of those who desire admission into -
these societies, “a desire to flee from the
wrath to come, and to be saved from their
8ing.” But wherever this is really fixed in
the soul, it will be shown by its fruits. It is
~ therefore expected of all who continue there-
in, that they should continue to evidence their
~desire of salvation, '

il

. % This part refers to towns and cities; where the poor
‘@re generally numerous, and church expenses considerable,
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First, By doing no harm, by avoiding evil
of every kind, especially that which is most
- generally practiced ; such as, '
The taking of ,the name of  God in vain. )
The profaning of the day of the Lord,either
by doing ordinary work therem, or by buylng

or selling.

Drunkenness, buying or selhng splntuous
liquors, or drinking them;, unless in casea of :

extreme necessity. -
 The buying, selling, or holding of a lwman
being as o slave.
. Flghtmg, quarreling, brawlmg, brother go-
" ing to law with brother; returning evil for
evil; or railing for railing; the usmg many
~words in buying or selling. .
 The buying and aellmg gooda that hove not
paid the duty. ‘

- The giving or taking tkmgs on usury, 1. e,

unlawful interest.
. Uncharitable or unprofitable conversa.tlon A
- particularly speaking evil of magmtratea or
ministers.

Domg to others as we would not they- :
should do unto us. '

Doing what we. know is not for the glory
of God; as, .

Belongmg to secret societies.
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The putting on of gold or cestly appare.

The taking such diversions as cannot be

used in the name of the Lord Jesus.
Singing those mg‘a, or reading those books,
which do not tend to the knowledge or love
of God. '
~ Softness and needless self—mdulgence. espe-
eially, snuffing, chewing or smoking tobacco,
- for the gratification of a depraved appetite.
Laying up treasure upon earth. |
~ Borrowing without a probability of paying;
or taking up goods without a probability of
paying for them. . '
(8.) It is expected of all who oontinua in
*  these societies, that they should continue to
evidence their desire of salvation,

Secondly, By doing good, by being in every '

kind merciful after their. wer, a8 they have
opportunity, doing good of -every possible
gort, and-as far as possible to allimen.

To their bodies, of the ability which God
giveth, by giving food to the hungry, by cloth:
ing the naked, by visiting or helping" them
that are sick or in prison.

'l‘o their souls, by instructing, repreving, or
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exhorting all with whom we have any inter-
course, trampling under foot that enthusiastic
doctrine, that “ we are not to do good unless our
hearts be free to it. i

By doing good, especmlly to them that are

of the household of faith, or groaning so to

~ be; employing them prefera.bly to others
buying one of another, helping éach other in
business; and so much the more, because the

~ world will love its own, and them only.

By all possible diligence and frugal@‘ty, that
the gospel be not blamed.

By running with patience the race which is
set before them, deny'mg themselves and taking
up their cross daily ; submitting to bear the
reproach of Christ, to be as the filth and off
gcouring of the world; and looking that men
should say all manner of evil of them _falsely
for the Lord's sake. j

. (6.) Tt is expected of all who desire to con-
finue in these societies, that they should con.
tinue to evidence their desire of salvation,

Thirdly, By attending upon all the ordi
‘nances of God: such are,. i

The public worghip of God;

The ministry of the word, either read or -
expounded ; ' ]|

The supper of the Lord; |
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Family and private prayer ;
| ‘Bearching the Scriptures; and
%  Fasting or abstinence.

(7.) These are the General Rules of i ‘
. societies ; all of which we are taught of God
*'to observe, even in his written word, which
is the only rule, and the sufficient rule both
of our faith and practice. And all these we
know hig Spirit writes on truly awakeped
hearts. If there be any among us who ob-
gserve them not, who habitua¥y break any of
them, let it be known unto them who watch
over that soul ag they who must give an ac-
count, We will admonish him of the error
of his way. We will bear with him for a -
- peason. ' But if then he repent not, he hath
- no more a place among us, We ha.ve de-
livered our own souls,
@ ‘ SECTION III.
: Of Receiving Members into the Church.”
. 1. Let fione be admitted on probation until
| they give evidence of & desire to flee from
. the wrath to come, by bringing forth fruits
. meet for repentance, and give affirmative
. - answers to the following questions: 1st, Have
. you the assurance of gins forgiven ? Bd Do

| {tou consent to be governed by our Geners.l
ules ? : :

2. Let none be received into full conneection,
_ unless they give evidence of a renewed heart,

]
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b} living 1ip to the féquirements of the Gen.
eral Rules, and have met in class six months
on probation, have been baptized, have, wher-

ever practicable, been recommended by the

official members of the society, and can give

~ patisfactory answers to the following ques-
‘tions, which shall be proposed to them before
- the Society:

- 1. Have you the witness of THE Srmrr
that you are a child of God?

2. Have you that perfect love which casteth

Iout fear? If not, will you dJllgently seek

until you obtain it?

8. Is it your purpose to devote yourself the
remainder of your life wholly to the service
of God, doing good to your fellow men, and
working out your own salvation w1th fear

and trembling ?

4, Will you forever lay agide all superfluous
ornaments, and adorn yourself in modest

~ apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety,

not with broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, or

-costly array, but which becometh those pro-

fessing godliness, with good works?
5. Will you abstain from connection with
all secret societies, keeping yourself free to

follow the will'of the' Lord in all things?

6. Do you subscribe to our articles of reli-
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. gion, our General Rules, and our Discipline,
i and are you wﬂling to be governed by the
- same?
= 7. Have you Christian fellowahlp a.nd Yove
. for the membors of this society, and will you
i assist them, as God shall give you ability, in
carrying on the work of the Lord? '
The person giving .afﬁrma,twa answers to
. the above questions shall, with the consent of
. three-fourths of all the members present at a
society meeting, be admitted to all the privi-
leges of amember. Any person in good stand-
ing in any eyangelical church may be received
into full connection, upon his meeting the
other requirements of this section, without
his having been on probation in our Church.
~ Where societies already organized design to
. unite with the Free Methodist Church,they
~ should adopt the Discipline as a whole; and
. then each member should be admitted in his
individual capacity as provided for above.
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CHAPTER II.
OF Tnﬁ OFFICIAL Bonme_.
_ SECTIONL .
Of our Depoétment' Iat the Conferences. -

- It is desired that all things be considered on

these occasions as in the immediate presence
of God ; that every person speak freely what.
ever is in his heart.

Ques. How may we best i unprove our time
at the Conferences ? :

Ans. 1. While we are conversing let us

have an especial care to set God alwa.ye be-

fore us. :
2. In the intermediate houre, let us redeem
all the time we can for private exerciges.

8. Therein let us give ourselves to prayer for

one another, and fora blessing on our labors.

SECTION II. _
Qf the General Conference. -
1. The General Conference shall be. com:

‘posed of the Superintendents,’and an equal

number of clerical and lay delegates belonging

to the Free Methodist Church, to be appointed

by the Annual Confereneee, at their respective




&

- Sec.2.] GENERAL CONFERENCE. 3T

. gessions next preceding the session of the
Geneml Conference. Each Annual Confer.
| ence shall be entitled to one lay and one min.
 isterial delegate; and an additional one of
. each kind for every 15 preachers in full con-
nection, In electing delegates to the General
Conference, the preachers and laymen shall
vote separately, each branch electing by bal-
lot, the preachers from the elders in full con-
ection in the Conference, and the lay delegates
rom the members in full connection in our
Church within the bounds of the Conference,
the delegates to which they are respectively en-
titled. Each Annual Conference shall beenti
tled torone additional ministerial and lay dele-
ateinthe General Conference,wheneverthere
s belonging to it an additional fraction of
ten traveling preachers. |
E 2. Whenever two-thirds of the Annua.l Con-
‘ferences shall demand it, the Superintendent
‘or Superintendents, or, if there be none, the
‘Secretary of the General Conference, shall
call an extra sesgion of the General Confer-
lence, fixing the date thereof, and the time of
iassembling, later than the next ensuing ses-
Bsion of each of the Annual Conferences.
| 3. The General Conference shall meet om
he second Wedneﬂday of October, 1862 at
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' St. Charles., 111s., and once in four years there-
after, at such place as it may designate.
4, At all times, when the General Confer-

ence is mét, it shall take two-thirds of all the =

delegates elected by the Annual Conferences
to form a quorum to'do business ; but a smaller
number may adjourn from time to time, until
a quorum is obtained. |

~ 8. One of the General Supermtendents shall
preside in the General Conference; but, in
case no General Superintendent.be present;
the General Conference shall elect, by ballot,
& President pro tem. .

6. Each General Conference shall elect one
or more General Superintendents, and a Sec-
retary, by ballot. The Secretary shall con-
~ tinue in office until his successor is elected.

7. The members of the General Conference
shall 'deliberate and vote as one body, never-

theless, upon a call of one-fourth of the mem-
bers, the house shall divide, and it shall.
‘require a majority of the ministerial, and a
_majority of the lay delegates present, to pass
any vote. or transact any business.

8. The General Conference shall have full
powers to make rules and regulations for our
* Church, under the following limitations and
restrictions:
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1. The General Conference shall not revoke,
alter, or change our articles of religion, or
the General Rules of the United Societies, or
'establmh any new standards or rules of doc-
'_ rines, contrary to our present exmtmg and
established standards of doctrine. ,

2. They shall not change or alter any part
r rule of our government, go as to do away
rith lay delegation, or an itinerant ministry

r General Superintendency, or the Free Seat
ystem in our Churches. ; '
3. They shall not have power to deprive our
reachers or members of the right of trial by
impartial committee, and of an appeal.

- Provided, nevertheless, that upon the con.
urrent recommendation of three-fourths of
all the members of the several Annual Confer-
ences, who shall be present, and vote on such
recommendation, then a maj jority of two-thirds
of the General Conference: succeedmg, shall
suffice to alter either of the above restrictions,
‘except the last; and also, whenever such al-
teration or alterations shall have been first re-
commended by two-thirds of the General Con-
ference, sosoon ag three-fourths of the mem-
bers of all the Annual Conferences shall have
concurred as aforesaid, such alteratlon or al-
teratlons shall take effect
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. SECTION III g
Of the Annual Conferences.

1. Fach Annual Conference shall be com-

posed of all the traveling and superannuated

preachers who have been duly received into

full connection, within its bounds, and of lay

delegates elected by the several circuits, as
provided for in the Section on Society Meet-
ings. Each circuit shall be entitled to one
delegate for every preacher traveling upon it,
according to the provisions of the Discipline,

2. There shall be the following Annual Con-

ferences, to wit: The Genesee, the Illinois, the =

Susquehanna, the Michigan, the Kangas and

Missouri, the Minnesota and Northern 'Iowa,, A

the New York, the Iowa, the Wisconsin, the
North Michigan, the Indiana and Central
Illinois, the Ohio, and such others as may
be organized, as hereinafter provided.

3. Each Annual Conference shall appoint

the place, and with the concurrence of the

President, the time of its own sessions.

' 4. They shall elect a Secretary, who shall
record, in a suitable book, the proceedings of
the Annual Conference, and send said record
to the General Conference for their examin-
ation. And in the absence of the Superin-

tendent, they shall elect, by ballot, an Elder

 from their own number, to preside.
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g O, The ministers and laymen composing the ‘
- Annual Conference shall deliberate and vote
Las one body; but at the call of one-fourth of
fall the members present, the house shall di-
vide, and the ministers and laymen vote sep-
rately; and it shall require & majority of
th branches, to constltute a vote of the Con-
erence. '
6. The temtory embraced by each Annual
ofﬁ'erence shall be divided into districts,and
yver each of these one of the traveling elders
all be appointed by t.he Annual Conference
88 Chairman. -
7. The Chairmen of the severa,l Dmtrlcts,
" and an equal number of laymen to be elected
)y ballot the first day of the Session, together
with the President of the Annual Conference,
jhall constitute a Stationiog Committee, (of
_ ;hichl the President shall be Chairman, and
have a casting vote,) whose duty it shall be to
ippoint the preachers to their several fields
)f labor; provided that no preacher shall be
ppointed to the same circuit more than two
fears in succession; except in the case of
fippointments among foreign spea.kmg or.
plored people. :
8 8. Each AnnualConference shall inquire—
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1. What are the names of preachere and
delega.tee having a seat in this Conference ?
2. Who are the Stationing Committee ?

8. What preachers are admitted on trial ?
4. Who remain on trial ?

5. Who are admitted into full connectlon?
6. Who are the Deacong?

7. Who have been elected and orda.med

- Elders this year ?
- 8. Who have located this year?

9. Who are the eupera.nnuated or worn-out
preachers ?

10. Who have. been expelled from the

Conference this year ?

11. Who have withdrawn from the Con-
ference this year ? -

12. Are all the preachers blameless in life

and conversation ? Have they, during the

past year, discharged their duties to God,

themselves, and one another, as required by
section 9, chapter iii, of the Discipline.*
18. Who have died this year ?
'14. What is the number of Church mem-

bers ?  Amount collected for superannuated

preachers? For the Missionary Society ?
For the American Bible Society ?

. *Let the President call attention to Sections 9 and
10 of Chapter iif, of the Discipline,
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Number of Sunday Schools?

Numbar of officers and teachers?

Number of scholars?

Number of volumes in library ?

. What has been expended during the year,
on the circuit for Sabbath Sch031 purposes ?-
15. What amounts are necessary for the

superannuated preachers,and the widowsand

orphans of preachers, and to make up the -

. deficiencies of those who have not obtained

. their regular allowance on the circuits?

*  16. At the Session next preceding the ses-

~ sion of the General Conference, the question

* shall be asked—What sum is necessary to

. defray the expenses of our delegates to the’.

" General Conference ?

. 17. What has been collected on the forego-
ing accounts, and how has it been applied ? -
18. Where are the preachers statwned thls
. year? 5

. 19. Where, and when, shall our next Cone.
3 ference be held?

" .

SECTION IV,

Of the Quao-tefrly C'onfermces

l The Quarterly Conferences shall be com.
‘posed of a.ll the tra.velmg and local preachers,
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exhorters, stewards, and leaders of the dis-

- trict.

2. Four sessions of the Quarterly Confer
ence shall be held each year,in connection
with the General Quarterly Meetings, at such
times and places as it may designate. 5

3. The Chairman of the district shall be

President of the Quarterly Conference,and in .

his absence a president pro tem shall be elected
by the members present.

4. A Secretary shall be appmnted by th& o

Quarterly Conference, who shall keep a faith.
ful record of its proceedings.

5. The Quarterly Conference shall hear com-

plaints, and try appeals, grant and renew li-

censes to preach,and recommend suitable per-
sons to the Annual Conference to be employed
as traveling preachers. No person shall be -

licensed to preach until he has been recom-
mended by the Official Board of the circuit to

which he belongs, and until he has first been
examined by the Quarterly Conference, or
District Chairman, in regard to his piety, his

soundness in doctrine, his gifts, and his use-

fulness. Let none be licensed until satisfac-
tory answers are given to all the questions
_found in the section, “Of the trial of those who

5
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think they are moved by the Holy Ghost to
- preach.” The Quarterly Conference shall also,
~ in connection with the Chairman of the Dis-
triet, appoint and hold Camp Meetings as the
interests of the cause of God may require.

 SECTION V.
Of ﬂ‘w E’a:ecutwe OOmm@ttee.

1. The Executive Oommlttee shall consist of
the Superintendents, and one traveling elder,  ~  ©
- and one layman from each Annual Conference, oA
“to be elected: by the General Conference, from
their members. _
2. If there be a vacancy in the Executwe
Committee, or if a new Conference be organ-
. ized,in the interval of the General Conference,
2 the Conference in which such vacancy oceurs,
or the new Conference so organized, shall
elect, by ballot, from their own number, an
elder or layman, or both, as the cage may de-
‘mand, to fill such vacancy.,
8. In case there be no Supermtendent to
 travel through the work at large, and preside
over the Annual Conferences, the Executive
Commlttee shall meet together and elect a
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Superintendent or Superintendents, who shall
gerve until the ensuing General Conference.

4. The Executive Committee shall fix the
allowance of the Superintendents, and provide
such means as they Judge proper for ralsmg
‘the same. - i

5. The Executive Committee shall constl-
tute a court of appeals, which shall, if neces-
sary, hold a session once a year, for the pur-.
pose of trying all appeals that may be taken
by any traveling preachers, from the decision

- of an Annual Conference. The President of
the Gteneral Conference, or one of .the Super-
intendents, shall preside at the trial of appeal
cases. Seven members of the Committee on
appeals, shall constitute a quorum,

6. The Executive Committee shall meet
whenever the Superintendent, or one-third of =~

_'the Committee, shall deem it necessary ; and
a majority of the members elected shall con. -

- stitute a quorum for transacting business.

SECTION V1. i
Of the Official Moetings. |
1. An Official Meeting, bomposed of the
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preachers, exhorters, stewards, class-leaders,
and Sunday School superintendents, when
members of B_‘Qr church, shall be beld in
each circuit once & month whenever practi-
cable. ! e _
2. The Official Board ghall look after the
temporal and spiritual interests of the ecir-
cuit, establish and maintain Sunday Se¢hools,
grant and renew licenses to exhort, provided
‘that no person shall be licensed to exhort
without a recommendation from thesociety*
of which he is a member. They shall also
recommend suitable persons to the Quarterly
Conferences to be licensed as local preachers.
3. The preacher in charge shall be Chair-
man of the Official Meeting, and in his ab-
sence, a chairman shall be elected. The
Secretary of the Board shall keep and re-
cord in & suitable book provided for that
purpose, faithful minutes of the proceedings
. of the Official Meetings, and also of the
. meetings of the society.  He shall also keep
a record of all the money raised on the cir-
cuit for religious purposes, and of the man-
ner in which the same was expended.

{

* By a ‘“‘Society’ is meant all the members of our
Church, who meet together statedly, in one place, for
public worship.
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SECTION VIL
Society Meeting.

1. Every circuit shall have, within three
months prior to the session of the Annual

Conference to which it belongs, an Annual
Society Meeting, of which the preacher in
charge shall be chairman, and the secretary
of the Official Board shall be secretary.

2. At this meeting the members of the
Chureh, in full connection, on the circuit,
ghall elect, by pailot, one or more of their
members to represent them in the Annual
Conference according to. the provisions of

‘the Discipline. No person on probation in

an Annual Conference shall be eligible to
election as a delegate,

3. The Annual Society Meeting aha.ll elect
not legs than three nor more than nine stew-

ards for the circuit; who shall hold their

office for one year, or until others ghall be
elected in their place. Any vacancy may be
filled at any regular Society Meeting.

4, The preacher in charge of a circuit, or
(in his absence or refusal to do it,) a majority
of the official board may call a meeting of

the Somety, whenever in their Judgment the -
‘interests of the Church require it.
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CHAPTER III.
OF OFFICERS AND MINISTERS.

SECTION 1.

Of the General Superintendents.
1. The Genera! Conference shall elect by

& ballot one or more-'traveling Elders as Gen-

- eral Superintendents, to remain in office

others shall be appointed.

2. B shall be the duty of the Superinten-
dents to travel through the connection at
large ; to.oversee the spiritual and temporal
interests of our church, and to labor to pro-
mote its purity, peace, and prosperity ; to
establish new societies; to receive and sus-
pend preachers, according to the provisions
- of the Discipline, and to change them with
their consent and the consent of a majority
of the Official Board of the circuit from

a preacher from one Conference to another,

Conference to which he is transferred ; and

' . in the intervals of the sessions of the Con-

ference, with the consent of the Chair-
‘men of the' Districts of the Conference
to which he is trausferred; to form new

during the four years* following, or until

which they are to be removed; to transfer 5

with the consent of the preacher and of the
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Conferences in the intervals: of Geneml

- Conference, ag t.he_ wants of the work may

demand, subject to the approval of the Gen-
eral Conference—provided that no new Con.
ference shall be formed without the consent

of at least two-thirds of the members of the
‘Executive Committee ; to preside at the' Gen-

eral and Annual Conferences, and to decide
all questions of law therein, subject to an

appeal to the General Conference.

3. The General Superintendents shall esti-

' mate the amount necessary topay the expen-

ses of delegates to the General Conference,

“and shall apportion the same among the sev- .
~ eral Conferences.

4. The Superintendents shall be amena-
jble to the General Conference for the dis-

charge of their official duties, and for their

Christian conduct, to the Annual Confer-

ences to which they respectively belong.

s BECTION {1 Syt
Of the Chairmen of Districts.
- It shall be the duty of the Chairman of &
district—
1. To look after the spiritual and temporel_
interests of our Church within his district,
to take the charge of all circuits without a
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1 Ereacher, and the 6vér81gh£ of the work on
is district, according to the Discipline.

. 9. Tosee that every part of the Disci- '
| pline is duly enforced.

8. To visit every cn'cuit. on his dmtrict
whenever he may judge it expedient. The
Chairman is especially directed and reguired
' to visit any circuit in his dlatrict whan 80
requested by the Board, in case of any dis-
-.pute or difficulty, or any emergency that
' may arise. The circuit sendlng for him
" shall pay his traveling expenses.

4, To hold four General Quarterly Meet- .
ing in bis district during each year.

5. To hold Quarterly Meetings once in
three months in each circuit within his dis-
trict, and to labor a8 an Evangelist within

‘his district, if, in the judgment of the An-
pusal Conference, the cause of God can be
best served thereby.

6. To change, receive,and suspend preach-
ers in his district in the intervals of the Con-
ference. Provided, nevertheless, he shall
not change any preitcher contrary to his
wishes unless by the request of two- thlrds |
of the members of the circuit.

7. To give the Superintendent all the nec-
essary information of the state of his district.

‘8. The chairman shall not have power '
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to employ a preacher that has been rejected
by the Anniial Conference without permleelon

by said Conference.
- 9. No chairman shall preelde over the game

district more than four years in succession.

10. Traveling Chairmen shall be elected by
ballot in open Canference, without debate,

11. Stationed Chairmen shall be nominated
by the Stationing Committee and elected in
‘open Conference without debate.

- 12. In case there eheuld be a vacancy in the
eﬁ‘lce of Chairman, during the intervals of
the sessions of any Annual Conference, the
President of the Conference shall have pewer
1o fill such vacancy, subject to the approval

of the ensuing Quarterly Conference of the
District. '
13. Whenever in the Judgment of an Annu-

al Conference, the interests of the work can
be best subserved thereby, the same person .

‘may be Chairman of more than one Dlstrlct
at the same time.
14. The chairman shall be supported by the

circuit to which he is appointed, unless he de-
votes all his time in labors as an Evangelist
a8 provided for above, in which case he ghall
receive his support from the district, each
‘eircuit contributing its proportion,as- agreed
upon in the Dlstrict Oonference.
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o ~ SECTION IIL o

Of the Election and Ordination of Traveling”
. Hiders, and of their Duty.

Ques. 1. How is an Elder constituted ?

Ans. By the election of a majority of the

' Annual Conference, and by the laying on of

the hands of the President and some of the
Elders that are present. HL

Ques. 2. What shall be the time of proba-
tion of a Traveling Deacon for the office of
“an Elder? ol Lo
~ Ans. Every Traveling Deacon shall exer-

cise that office for two years, before he be eli-
~ gible to the office of Elder; except'ixi the case
 of missions, when the Annual Conferences -
ghall have authority to elect for the Elders
office sooner, if they judge it expedient.

ves. 3. What is the duty of a Traveling
Elder? WS R

‘Ans. 1. To administer baptism and'. the
Lord’s supper, and to perform. the office of
matrimony, and all parts of Divine worship.

9. Todoall the dutiesofa traveling preacher.

No Elder that ceases to travel, without the '

congent. of the Annual Conference, certified
ander the hand of the President of the Con-
ference, except in case of sickness, debility,
or other unavoidable circumstances, shall, on
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. any account, exercise the peculiar functions

of his office, or even be allowed to preach
among us ; nevertheless the final determinatlon
in allpuch cages is with the Annual C_onferex}ee.

[ sEcTION 1V

| Of the Hlection and Ordination of Travelmg |

Deacons, and of their Duties.

Ques. 1. How is a Travelmg Deacon con-
stituted ? '

Ans. By the election of a majority of the..

Annual Conference, and by the laying on of
the hands of the President.

Ques. 2. What is the duty of a Tra.vellng

Deacon ?

Ans. 1. To baptlze and to perform the.
office of matnmony -

2. To assist the Elder in admmistermg the
Lord’s supper. ]

3. Todoall the dutiesofa tra.velm g preacher. -

No Deacon who ceases to travel, without
the consent of the Annual Conference, certi

fied under the hand of the President of the

Conference except in case of eiekneee, debili.
ty, or other unavoidable circumstances, shall,

on any account, exercise the peculiar funce
tions of his office, or even be allowed to preach
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_among us; nevertheless, the final determina-
tion in all such cases is with the Annual Con-
ference. :

P SECTION V

Of the Reception of Preachers from oﬂwr De-
:  nomanations.

Qusa How shall we receive those min“iaterl
: 'who may offer to unite with us from other
Christian Churches ?

Ans. 'Those ministers of other Evangelicul'
Churches, who may desire to unite with our
Church, whether as local or itinerant, may
 be received according to our usages; on con-
dition of their giving satisfactory answers to
the. questions which we propose to our own
ministers and members before receiving them
into full connection, and of their giving sat
 isfaction to an Annual Conference of their be-
ing in orders, and-of theiy agreement with us
. . in doctrine, discipline, government, and
~usages; provided the Conference is also satis
. fied with their gifts, graces and usefulness.

Every minister whose ordination is recog
- nized by an Annual Conference, shall be en-

'~ titled to a‘parchment from the President of
the Conference, certifying the fact of his o
d’inatmn :
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@

. SECTION VI

Of the E.vmnmatwn of those who think they
are movadbgthe Holy Ghosttoprsach :

Ques. How shall we try those who profess
¢o be moved by the Holy Ghost to preach?

- Ans. 1, Let the following questions be
asked, namely :—Do they know God as a par-
doning God? . Have they the love of God abi-
ding in them? Do they desire nothing but
God? And are they holy in a.11 manner ot -

conversation ?

2. Have they gifts, (as well ag gmce) for the
work  Have they (in some tolerable degree)
a clear, sound understanding, a right judg-
ment in the things of God, a just conception
of salvation by faith? And has God given
- them any degree of utterance? Do they
_ speak justly, readily, clearly?

~ 8. Have they fruit? Are any truly con-
- vinced of gin, and converted to God by their
preaching ? | e
- As long as these three ms.rka concur in any
one, we believe he is called of God to preach. .
‘These we receive as sufficient proof that he
is moved by the Holy Ghost.
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~ SECTION, VIL

Of the Reception of Preachers.
Ques. 1. How shall a preacher be receive& .
- on trial ? | :
- Ans. By the Annua.l Lonference, a.fter
- passing a satisfactory examination as pre
cribed in the last section, and in the course
~ of study laid down for those who geek ad-
~ migssion on trial, and ha.vmg been duly rec-
- ommended by a Quarterly Conference.

Ques. 2. How shall a traveling preaoﬁer .

- Ans. 1. He must give satisfactory answers
to the following questions, namely: Have youw
. faith in Christ? Have you the present assur-
- ance of sins forgiven? Do you believe in
- Christian perfection? /Have you attained to
~ this rich experie your own heart? (If
. not,) Are you groaning after it? Are you re-
. solved to devote yourself wholly to God and'
~ his work? Do you know the General Rules ?
. Do you keepthem? Do you constantly attend
~ the sacrament? Have you read our Disci-
~ pline? Are you willing to conform to it?
Have you considered the rules of a preacher?
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Will you keep them for conscience’ sake?
Are you determined to employ all your time
~ 4n the work of God? Will you endeavor not
to speak too long nor tooloud? Will you dili- '
gently instruct the children in every place?
Will you visit from house to house? Will
‘you recommend fasting, or abstinence, both -
iby precept and example? Are you in debt?
Do you uge snuff, tobacco, or drams? |
9. He must have been employed in the reg-
~ular itinerant work for two successlve'yea.rs,, |
after he was received on trial by the Annual
Conference. _
8. He must pass a satisfactory examination
4n the prescribed course of study.

SECTION VIIL ;

Of the Rules for a Preacher’s Conduct.

Ques. 1. What are the directiona given to
& Preacher? -

Ans. 1. Be dlligent Never be unem-
ployed; never be triflingly employed. Never
trifle away time ; neither spend any more time
.8t any place than is strictly necessary.

2. Be gerious, Let your motto be, Hoitness

to the Lord. Avoid all lightness, Jestmg and
 doolish talking. ' -

e \ e o
_:h ' - i
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k8 Converae sparingly,and conduct yonrsolt
. prudently with women. ITim.v.2.

i 4. Take no step toward marriage withont
1 first consulting with your brethren. g
5. Believe evil of no one without good evi-
dence; unless you see it done, take heed how
u credit it. Put the best construction on

-supposed to be on the prisoner’s side.
. 6. Speakevil of noone; because your word,
- especially, would eat as doth a canker. Keep
your thoughts within your own breast, till
you come to the person concerned. oy
7. Tell every one under ycur care whatyoun
think wrong in his conduct and temper, and
" that lovingly and plainly as soon as may be;
.~ elge it will fester in your heart. Make all
' haste to cast the fire out of your bosom.
§ 8. Avoid all affectation. A preacher of the
 gospel is the servant of all.

. 9. Be ashamed of nothing but sin, -
¢ 10. Be punctual. Do everything exactly at
. the time. And do not mend our rules, but
| keep them; not for wrath, but conscience'
. sake,
11. You have nothing to do but to save
- souls; therefore, spend and be spent in this
" work ; and go always not only to those that

everything. You know the judge is always |
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want you, but to those that want you most.

Observe | it is ‘not your business only to
preach so many times, and to take careof this
or that society; but to save as many as you
can; to bring'as many sinners as you can to
repentance, and with all your power to build
'-the_m__. up in tha_t_holin_esls:'.with_out which they -
cannot see the Lord. And remember!—a
Free Methodist preacher is to mind every

point, great and small,in the Free Methodist .
Discipline! Therefore, you will need to ex-

ercise all the gense and grace you have.
12. Act in all things not according to your

.own will, but ag a son in the gospel. As such

it is your duty to employ your time in the
manner in which we direct: in preaching,and
visiting from house to house; in reading,
meditation, and prayer. Above all, if you
labor with us in the Lord’s vineyard, it is
needful you should do that part of the work
‘which we advise, at those times and places

‘which we judge most for his glory.

Ques. 2. Are there any smaller advices
which may be of use to us?

Ans. Perhaps these: 1. Be sure never to

«disappoint a congregation. 2, Begin at the
time appointed. 3. Let your deportment be




Sec.8.]  PREACHERS’ RULES. 61

gerious, weighty,and solemn. 4. Always suit
your subject to your audience. - 5. Choose the
plainest texts you can. 6. Take care not to
ramble, but keep to the text, and make out
what you take in hand. 7. Take care of any-
ing awkward or affected, either in your ges- -

WMsually pray extempore, above eight or ten
minutes (at most) without intermission. 9.
3 requently read and enlarge upon a portion
‘of Scripture; and let young preachers often
exhort without taking a text. 10, Always
vail yourself of the great festivals, by

eachmg on the oecamon.

v
of

e, phrage, or pronunciation. - 8. Do not :
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SECTION IX

of tha duty of Preachers to God, themselves,
and one another.

- Ques. 1. What is the duty of a prea.chert

Ans. 1. To preach. _
2. To meet the societies and cla.aaes
8. To visit the sick.

4, To visit all the membe:}s and probatlon-
ers on his circuit, at least once in three
" months ; and all the members of his congre-
gation, whenever practicable.

5. To preach out of doors wherever an  at-
tentive congregation can be found.

6. To take up all the collections ordered
by the Conference.

7. To raise money for the purchage of-
tracts, and attend to their diatrlbution upon -

his circuit.

Ques. 2. How shall a prea.cher be qua.li-
“fied for his charge ?

Ans. By walking closely with God and

having his work greatly at heart ; and by

understanding and lovmg dlsclplme, ours in
particular.

Ques. 3. Do we sufﬁclently wa.tch over
each other ?

 Ans. We do not. Should we not frequent-

ly ask each other, Do you walk clogely with

@God? Have you now fellowship with the
- Father and the Son? At what hour do you

rise? Do you punctually observe the morn-
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ing and evening hours of retirement? . Do
“you spend the day in the manner which the
Conference advises? Do you converse seri-

ously, usefully and closely ? To be more par-

ticular: Do you use all the means of grace

yourself, and enforce the use of them on all
other persons?

They are eit.hér instituted or prndentia.L
1. The instituted are —

‘1. Prayer— private, family, a.nd _publie;

consisting of deprecation, ‘petition, interces-

~ sion and thanksgiving. Do you use each of
these? Do you forecast daily, wherever you
are, to secure time for private devotion? De

you practice it everywhere? Do you ask
everywhere, Have you family prayer? Do

“you agk individuals, Do you use private
prayer every mormng, a.nd evemng in par.

ticular?

- 2. Bearching the Scriptures, by — -
- (1) Reading: constantly,some part of every
day; regularly, all the Bible in order; care-
fully with notés; seriously with prayer be-
fore and after; fruitfully, immediately prac-
tising what you learn there?

(2.) Meditating: At set times? By rule?
(8.) Hearing: : Every opportunity? With

i W e S e el U572 S e
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prayer, before, at, after? Have .you a Bible
always about you ?
3. The Lord’s Supper? Do you use this
at every opportunity ? With solemn prayer
before? With earnest and deliberate ' gelf-
devotion, |
4. Fasting : Do you use as much abstinence
and fasting every week as your health,
strength, and labor will permit? - i
5. Christian conference: Are you convineed '
how important and difficult it is to order your
conversation aright? Is it alwaysin grace?
Seagsoned with salt? Meet to minister grace
to the hearers ? Do you. not converse too
long at & time? Is not an hour commonly
enough? Would it not be well always to

have a determined end in view? And to
pray before and after it ? -

‘11.. Prudential means _wé_ may .use either
‘as Christians, as Free Methodists, or as
preachers.

1. As Christians: What particular rules
have you in order to grow in grace ? What
arts of holy living ?

2. As Free Methodists : Do you never miss
your class ?

- 8. As Preachers: Have you thoroughly
- considered your duty? And do you make a
conscience of executing every part of it? I
Do you meet every society and their leaders? M

e SRS
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These means may be used without fruit.
But there are some means which cannot:
namely — watching, denying ourselves, taking
up our cross, exercise of the presence of God.

1. Do you steadily watch against the world ?

Yourself? Your begetting gin ?

2. Doyou deny yourgelf every useless pleas-

ure of senge? Imagination? Honor? Are

you temperate in all things? Instance in
food,;. (1.) Do you use only that kind and that

degree which is best both for body and soul?

Do you see the necessity of this? (2.) Do
you eat no more at each meal than ig necessary ?
Are you not heavy or drowsy after dinner?
(8.) Do you use only that kind and degree of

..drink which is best both for your body and
soul? (4.) Do you choose and use water for

your common drink? And only take wine
medicinally or sacramentally ? !
8. Wherein do you take up your croas daily ?

. Do you cheerfully bear your cross, however
grievous to nature,as a gift of God,and labor

to profit thereby ?
4. Do you endeavor to set God always before

' you? To see his eye continually fixed upon
you? Newer can you use these means but

a blessing will ensue. And the more you
uge them, the more you will grow in grace.
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SECTION X.

 Of the Dutzea of those who hawe the cka/rye

of Circuits.

Ques 1. Whatare the duties of the prea.cher
who has the special charge of the circuit?.

Ans. 1. To see that the other preachers in |

his circuit behave well, and want nothing.

2. To nominate all the leaders, subject to
confirmation by the class,and to examine each
of the leaders concerning his method ‘of
leading his class.

8. To hold watch-nights, and love-feasts,
and to see that the sacrament is administered
at least once in three months. ey

4. To take care that every society be duly
supplied with books;

6. Totake an exact account of all the mem:
bers in society in their respective circuits,
keeping the names of all local elders,deacons
and preachers, properly distinguished, and de-

liver such account to the Annual Conference,

that their number may be printed in the min-

.ates, o

‘8. To give an account of his circuit every
quarter to the Chairman of the district,

o 5To report to. the Bociety, at least once &

e ——
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quarter, the names of ‘those who have been
received into the Church, or excluded there-
from during the quarter; also the names of
those who have been received or dismissed
by certificate, and of those who have died or
have withdrawn from the Church. -

Ques. 2. What other duectmns shs.ll we
give h1m? _ !

Ans. Several. '

1. To take a regular catalogue of the socie-
ties in towns and cities, a8 they live in the
streets. - .

2. To leave his successor a particular ae-

-~ eount of the circuit, including an account of .
the gubscribers for our periodicals.

8. To enforce vigorously, but calmly, all-
the rules of the society.

4. As soon as there are four believers in
any place, to put them into a class.

5. To warn all, from time to time, that none
are to remove from one circuit to another
‘without a note of recommendation from the
preacher of the circuit, in these words :—“ A.
B., the bearer, wishing to remove from this So-.
czety, we hereby cerisfy that he has been an ac-
. ceptgble member of the Free Methodist Church.
N. B.—THhis certificate is valid for one year
only, unless renewed.” And inform them that

P S 4
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without euche certiﬁeate_, they . will not be

received into the Church in other places.
8. To recommend everywhere de¢ency and
eleanllness
7. To read the rules 01' the eomety, with
the aid of the other preachers, once a year m
every congregation, and once a qua.rter in"

- every gociety.

8. He shall take no steps mvolvmg the cir.
euit in financial liability, without the consent
of the Official Board. _

9. He shall take care that a fast be held in
every society in his circuit,on the Friday pre-
eeding every Quarterly Meeting ; and that a .

- memorandum of it be written on all the class

papers.

N.B.—The preachera who have the over.

gight of circuits are required to execute all

the rules fully and strenuously against all
frauds, and particularly against dishonest in.

solvencies ; suffering none to remain in our

Church on any account, who are found guilty
of any fraud.
Ques. 8 What can be done to ‘supply the
circuits during the sittings of the Conferences ?
Ans. 1, Let all the appointments stand
sccording to the plan of the circuit. '
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2. Engage a8 many - local preachers and ex.

" horters as will supply them ; and let them be -

paid for their time in proportion to the allow-

ance of the traveling preachers. :
8. If preachers and exhorters cannot attend,

let some person of ability be appointed in every

_ Bociety, to sing, pray, and rea.d one of Mr,

Wesley’s sermons.
4, But if that cannot be done, let there be
prayer-meetmgs.

' SECTION XI.
Of the Matter and Manner of Preaching.
Ques. 1. What is the best general method

~of preaching ?

Ans. 1. To convince,. 2. To offer Christ,
3. To invite. 4. To build up. And to do thlB_.

in gome measgure in every sermon.

Ques. 2. What is the most eﬁ‘ectual w&y.

of preachlng Christ?

Ans. 'The most effectual way of preaching
Christ is to preach him in all his offices; and
to declare his law, as well as his gospel, both
to believers and unbelievers. Let us strongly
and clogely insist upon inward and outward
holinegs in all its hranches. -

/
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| - SECTION XIL ° ._

Rules by which we should continue, or desist

' -~ from Preaching at any place.
Ques. 1. Is it advisable for us to preach in

as many places as we can, without Iorming

any societies? | '

Ans. By no means. We have made the
trial in various places, and that for a conside-
rable length of time. But in all the seed has
fallen by the way-side. There is scﬁrcely any
- fruit remaining. i |

r Ques. 2, Where Bhould we endeavor to
preach most ? -

Ans. 1. Where there is the grea.test num-
‘ber of quiet and willing hearers.
~ 8. Where there is most. fruit.

Ques. 8. Ought we not diligently to ob-
serve in what places God is pleased at any
time to pour out his Spirit more abundantly ?

Ans. We ought; and at that time to send
more laborers than usual into that pa.rt of the
harvest.

SEOTION' XIII.

Qf Visiting from House to House, Guarding
agawnst those things that are so common te .
Professors, and enforcing Praoctical Religion.
Ques. 1. How can we further asgist thoso
uder our caret |

PG DT
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Ans. By instructing them at their own

 houses. . What unspeakable need is there of
this! The world says, “ The Fres Methodists
- are no better than other people.”” This 18 not .

true in the general : but, 1. Personal religion,

either towards God or man, is too superficial

“among us. We can but just touch on a few
particulars. How little faith is there among
us ! How little communion with God ; how

8 ~ little living in heaven, walking in eternity, .

~ deadness to every creature | How much love
of the world | Desgire of pleasure, of ease, of
getting money | How little brotherly. lovel

What continual judging one another! What

gossiping, evil-speaking, tale-bearing ! What

want of moral honesty ! To instance only

~ one particular: who does as he would be
done by in buying and selling ?

2. Family religion is wanting in many
branches. And what avails public preach-
ing alone, though we could preach like an.
gels? We must, yea, every travelling preach-
~er must instruct the people from house to
house. Till this be done, and that in good
earnest, Free Methodists will be no better,

Our religion is not sufficiently deep, univer-

- sal, uniform, It is superficial, partial, uneven.

(.’F
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‘It willbe so until we sﬁend half as much time

in this vigiting, as we now do in talking use-

lessly. Can we find a better method of doing
this than Mr, Baxter's? If not, let us adopt

it without delay. His whole tract entitled,
The Reformed Pastor, is well worth a careful
perusal. Bpeakingof this visiting from house

" to house, he says, “ We shall find many hin.

derances, both in ourselves and the people )
1. In ourselves there is much dullness and

laziness, so that there will be much ado to
- get us to be faithful in the work. '

9. We have a base, man- plea.smg temper,

_ that we let them perish rather than lose their
love; we let them go quietly to hell lest we

ﬂhould offend them.

8. Bome of us have a foolish bashfulness,
We know not how to begin, a.nd blush to con-

‘ tradict the devil.

4. But the greater hjndemnce is wea.kneal
of faith. Our whole motion ig weak, because
the spring of it is weak

6. La.stly, we are nnakil].ful in the ‘work.

: How few knqw how to deal with men so as
to get. within them, and suit all our discourse

to their several cenditions and tempers; to

choose the fittest subjects and follow them

i g, TR i
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with a holy m1xture of senousness, terror,
love and meekness!

- But undoubtedly this private application is
- Implied in those solemn words of the apestle:
“ T charge thee before God and the Lord Jesus
Chrigt, who ghall judge the quick and the
dead at his appearing, preach the word; be
instant in season, out of geason: reprove, re-
buke, exhort, with all long suffering.” ,

O, brethren, if we could but set this work
on foot in all our societies, and prosecute it
zealously, what glory would redound to God
If the common lukewarmness were banished,
and every shop and every house were busied
~ In speaking of the word and works of God,
. surely God would dwell in our habltatlons,
and make us his delight,

And this is absolutely necessary to the wel.
fare of our people, some of whom neither re-
pent nor believe to this day. Look around,
and see how many of them are still in appar-
ent danger of damnation. And how can you
walk, and talk, and be merry with such people,
when ‘you know their case? When you look
them in the face, you' should bregk for_th into
tears, as the prophet did when he looked up-
on Hazael, and then set on them with the
most vehement exhortations. O, for God’a
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It will be go until we spend half as mnc.h time

in this visiting, as we now do in talking use-

lessly. Can we find a better method of doing
this than Mr, Baxter’s? If not, let us adopt
it without delay. His whole tract entitled,

The Reformed Pastor, is well worth a careful

perusal. Bpeaking of this visiting from house

to house, he says, “ We shall find many hin-

derances, both in ourselves and the people.”

1. In ourselves there is much dullness and
laziness, so that there will be much ado to
get us to be faithful in the work.

R We have a base, man-pleasing temper 80
that we let them perish rather than lose their

love ; we let them go quietly to hell lest we
nhould offend them. :

8 Homo af 7 lave s foolish badlitninese.

We know not how to begin, and blush to con-
tradict the devil.

4. But the greater hjnderance is wea.kneal
of faith. Our whole motion is wea.k because
the spring of it is weak.

5. Lastly, we are unaki]lﬁﬂ_ in the work,
How few know how to deal with men so as

to get within them, and suit all our discourse

to their several cenditions and tempers; to

choose the fittest subjects, and follow them
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with a holy mixture of senousness, terror, SRl
love and meekness! |

But undoubtedly this private application. is
implied in those solemn words of the apostle:
“I charge thee before God and the Lord Jesus
Christ, who shall judge the quick and the = = .
dead at his appearing, preach the word; be =~ = |
instant in season, out of geason: reprove, re- 1
buke, exhort, with all long suffering.”

O, brethren, if we could but set this work
on foot in all our societies, and prosecute it
zealously, what glory would redound to God !
If the common lukewarmness were banished,
and every shop and every house were busied
in speaking of the word and works of God,
surely God would dwell in our habitations,

~and make us his delight. -

And this is absolutely necessary to the wel.

- fare of our people, some of whom neither re-
pent nor believe to this day. Look around,
and see how many of them are still in appar-
ent danger of damnation. And how can you
walk, and talk, and be merry with such people,
‘when you know their case? When you look
them in the face, you should break forth into .

: tears, as the prophet did when he looked up-
on Hazael, and then set on them with the
wmost vehement exhortations. O, for God’s
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gake, and the sake of poor souls, bestir your-
gelves, and spare no pains that ma.y conduco

~ to their salvation ! |
- What cause ha.ve we to bleed before the
Lord that? have so long neglected this good

work? If we had but engaged in it sooner,

how many more might have been brought to '

Christ ]| And how much holier and happier

might our gocieties have been before now| '

And why might we not have done it sooner?

There were many hinderances; and so there

plways will be. But the greatest hinderance is
in ourselves, in ourlittleness of faith and love.
But it is objected, I.“This will take up so
much time, we shall not have leisure to fol

~ low our studies.”” We answer, 1. Gaining
knowledge is a good thing, but saving souls

is better. 2. By this very thing you will gain

the most excellent knowledge, that of God:
-and eternity. 8. You will have time for gain-
ing other knowledge too. Only sleep no
more than you need ; “and never be idle, or

triflingly employed.” But, 4. If you can do
but one, let your studies alone. We oughtto
throw by all the libraries in the world, rath-
er than be guilty of the loss of one soul.

It is objected, II. “ The people will not sub

mit to it.” If some will not, others will,

=
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And all the success with them will repay all
~ your labor. O,let us herein follow the ex-
- ample of 8t. Paul! 1. For our general busi-
nees, Serving the Lord with all humility of
mind. 2. Our special work, Take heed to
yowrselves and to all the flock. 3. Our doctrine,

- Repentance toward God, and faith toward our

Lord Jesus Christ. 4. The place, I have
taught you publicly, and from house to house.

5. The object and manner of teaching, 7 ceass -

not to warn every one night and day, with tears.
6. His innocence and self-denial herein, I
hawe coveted no man’s silver or.gold. 7. Hispa-
tience, Neither count I my life dear unto my-
self. And among all other motives, let these
' beever before our eyes: 1. The Church which
ke haith purchased with his own blood. 2. Grien-
ous wolves shall enter in: yea, of yowraehec
shall men arise, speaking perverse things.
Write this upon your hearts, and it will do

you more good than 'twenty'_ years’ study.
Then you will have no time to spare; you
will have work enough. Then, likewise, no
preacher will stay with us who is as salt that |
has lost its savor. For to such, this employ-
ment will be mere drudgery. And in order’
«© do it, you will have need of all the knowl-




6. - VISITING. . "[Ch. 1ii

'edge you can procure, and all the grace you

can attain. . ;
The sum ig, Go into every house in course,
and tea.ch every one therein, young and old,

to be Christians, inwardly and outwardly;
' make every partmula.r plain to their under-
. gtandings; fix it in their minds ; write it on
_their hearts. In order to this there mugt be

line upon line, precept upon precept. What
patience, what love, what knowledge is requi-

‘pite for this! We must needs do this, were
it only to avoid idleness. Do we not loiter-
~away many hours in every week? Each try"

himself; mo idleness is consistent with a
growth in grace. Nay, without exactness in
redeemmg time, you cannot retain the grace
you receive in Juatlﬁcatwn

- Ques. 2. Why are we not more holy?, '
‘Why do we not live in eternity? Walk with

God all the day long? Why are we not, we

all, devoted to good ? Breathlng the whole

spirit of missionaries?
Ans. Chiefly because we are enthusmsts

looking for the end without using the means.

To touch only upon two or three instances :—
Who of us rise at four, or even at five, when

we do not preach? Do we know the obliga-

tion and benefit of fasting and abstinence?
How often do we practice it? The neglect of

W T i AT
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this alone is suiﬁcient to account for our fee-
; _bleness and faintness of spirit,. We are con-

tinually grieving the Holy Spirit of God by
the habitual neglect of a plain duty. Let us
amend from this hour.

Ques. How shall we guard against Subba.th
breaking, evil speaking, unprofitable conver-

~sation, lightness, expensiveness or gayety of

apparel, and contractmg debts without due
care to discharge them ?. :

Ans. 1. Let us preach exfbressly on each
 of these heads. 2. Read in every society the

sermon on evil speakmg 3. Let the leaders
closely examine and exhort every person to

~ * put away the accursed thing. 4. Let preach-

. ers‘'warn every society that none who is guilty
- herein can remain with us, 5. Extirpate out

- of our Church buying or selhng of goods which
have not paid the duty laid upon them by -
government. Let none remain with us who
will not totally abstain from this evil in every
kind and degree. Extu'pate bribery, receiving
- =nything, directly or indirectly, for voting at
any election. Show no respect to persons

herein, but expel all that touch the accursed
~thing. And strongly advise our people to
discountenance all treats given by candidates
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edge you can procure, and all the grace you

- can attain,

The sum ig, Go into every house in course
and teach every one therein, young and old,
to be Christians, inwardly and outwardly;
make every particular plain to their under

_standings; fix it in their minds ; write it on
~their hearts. In order to this there must be
~ line upon line, precept upon precept. What

patience, what love, what knowledge is reqm
gite for this!° We must needs do this, were
it only to avoid idleness. Do we not loiter

away many hours in every week? Each try °

himself; no idleness is consistent with a
growth in grace. Nay, without exactness in

redeeming time, you cannot retain the grace

you receive in_ justification.
 Ques. 2. Why are we not more holy?

Why do we not live in eternity? Walk with

God all the day long? Why are we not, we

all, devoted to good? Breathing the whole

spirit of missionaries?

Ans. Chiefly because we are enthusmsts' '
looking for the end without using the means.”

To touch only upon two or three instances:—
Who of us rige at four, or even at five, when
we do not preach? Do we know the obliga-
tion and beneﬁt of fasting and abstinence?
How often do we practlce it? The neglect of
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this alone is sufficient to account for our fee-
bleness #nd faintness of spirit. We are con-
‘tinually grieving the Holy Spirit of God by
the habitual neglect of a plain duty Let us
amend from this hour.

 Ques. Howshall we guard against Sabbath

_ breaking, evil speakmg, unprofitable conver-
sation, lightness, expensiveness or gayety of
apparel, and contracting debts mthout due
care to discharge them ?

‘Ans. 1. Let us preach expressly on each .
- of these heads. 2, Read in every society the
sermon on evil speaking. 8. Let the leaders
closely examine and exhort every person to
put away the accursed thing. 4. Let preach-
~ ers warn every society that none who is guilty
herein can remain with us, 5. Extirpate out
of our Church buying or selling of goods which
have not paid the duty laid upon them by
_government. Let none remain with us who
will not totally abstain from this evil in every
kind and degree. Extirpate bribery, receiving
~nything, directly or indirectly, for voting at
any election. Show no respect to persons:
herein, but expel all that touch the accursed
thing. And strongly advise our people to
discountenance all treats given by candidates
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" before or at elections, and not to be partakers,
in any respect, of such iniquitous practices,

SECTION XIV,

Qf Bunday 8Schools, and the Religious In-
el  struction of Olaldren. |

Ques. 1. What shall we do for the moral
-and religious instruction of the children ?

Ans. 1. It shall be the special duty of
preachers having charge of circuits, with the
aid of the other preachers, to form Sunday -
Schools in all our congregations where ten
children can be collected for that purpose, and

_ to engage the co-operation of as many of our

- members as they can; to visit the schools as
“often as practicable; to preach on the subject )
of Sunday Schools and religious instruction .
in each congregation at least once in gix ;

~ months; and to form Bible classes wherever | j“

“they can for the instruction of larger children
and youth, and where they cannot superin-
tend them personally,to see that suitable
teachers are provided for that purpose.

2. It ghall also be the duty of preachers to = -
enforce faithfully upon parents and Sunday
School tea.chers the great importance of iw

T L T T i ey =T, 5, L e
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structing chlldren in the dootnnes and duties
of our holy religion; to see that our cate-
chisms be used as extensively as possible,
both in our Sunday Schools and families; to -
preach to the children, and publicly catechise
them in the Sunday Schools, and at special
‘meetings appointed for that purpose. ;
8. It shall be the duty of every preacher in
his pastoral visits, to pay special attention to
~ the children, speaking to them personally and
'kindly upon the subject of experimental and
practical godliness, according to their capac-
ity, pray earnestly for them, and diligently
ingtruet and exhort all parents to dedicate
their children to the Lord,in baptlsm, as early
a8 convenient. _

4, Each preacher in cha.rge shall lay before.
the Quarterly Conference, to be entered on its
Journal, the number and state of the Sunday
Schools and Bible classes in his charge, and
the extent to which he has preached to the
children and catechigsed them, and make the
required report on Sunday Schools to his
Annual Conference,

5. The Superintendent of the Sunday School’s
shall be elected by a Society meeting, The
preacher in charge may nominate. The Su-
perintendent, when a member of our Church,
shall be a member of the Official Board.
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| - SECTION XV. |
Of employing our Time profitably, when we

are not Traveling, or Hngaged in Public

Hzercises.

Ques. 1. What general method of employ-
ing our time ghall we advise ?

Ans. We advise you, 1. As often as possi-
ble to rige at five. 2. From five to six in the
morning, and from five to six in the evening,
to meditate, pray, and read the Scriptures
with notes, and the clogely practical parts of
what Mr. Wesley has published. 3. From

geven in the morning till twelve, (allowing

an hour for breakfast,) read with much pray-
er, some of our best religious books.
Ques. 2. Why ig it that people under our
care are not better ?
Ans. Other reagons may concur, but the
chief is, because we are not more knowing and
more holy.

' ing 7

Ans. Because we are idle. We forget

~our first rule, “ Be diligent.” Never be un-
employed. Never be triflingly employed.

Neither spend any more time at any place

Ques, 8, But why are we not more know-

P =
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than is strictly necessary.” We fear there is
altogether a faultin this matter, and that few
of us are clear. Which of us spend as many
“hours a day in God’s work as we did formerly
in man’s work ¢ We talk,—talk or read what
. comes next to hand. We must, absolutely
must, cure this evil, or betray the cause of
God. But how? 1. Read the most useful

books, and that regularly and constantly. 2.
Steadily spend all the morning in this en.-
ployment, or at least five hours in the four
and twenty. ‘ But I have no taste for read-
ing.” Contract a taste for it by use, or re- .
turn to your former employment. “Butl
have no books.” Be diligent to spread the
books, and you will have the use of them,

SECTION XVL

 Of the necessity of union among ourselves.

Let us be deeply sensible (from what we
have known) of the evil of a divigion in prin-
ciple, spirit, or practice, and the dreadful con.
“gequences to ourselves and others. If we are
united, what can stand before us? If we di-
~ vide, we shall destroy ourselves, the work of
God, and the souls of our peOple.
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Qués. What can be done in ‘order to a
¢loser union with each other? |

Ans. 1. Let us be deeply convinced of the
absolute necessity of it.

‘2. Pray earnestly for, and Bpea,k freely to,
each other,

8. When we meet, let us never pa.rt with.
out prayer. -

4, Take great care not to desplse ea.ch oth-
er'’s gifts. |

5. Never speak 11ght1y of each other.

6. Let us defend each other’s character in
- everything, so far as is consistent with truth.

7. Labor in honor each to prefer the other
before himself, )

-8, We recommend a gerious pernsal of The

causes, Evils and Cures of Heart and Church

: SEOTION XVII

Loceal Preachera.

Quec What directions shall be given con
cerning local preachers? -

1. The Quarterly Conference shall take cog-

k- - nizance of all the local preachers in the dis-
i trict, and shall enquire into the gifts, labors
il and usgfulness of each preacher by name.
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2. A licensged local preacher shall be eliglble '
to the office of a Deacon, after he has preached
four years from the time he received a regular -
license, and has obtained a recommendation
from the Quarterly Conference, after proper

~ examination as to his Chrigtian character, his =

~usgefulness as a preacher, and a satisfactory
‘knowledge of the prescribed course of study.,
8. A local Deacon shall be eligible to the

office of an Elder, after he has preached four
years from the time he was ordained a deacon,
and has obtained a recommendation from the
Quarterly Conference of which he is a mem-
" ber, certifying his qualifications in' doctrine,
discipline, talents, and usefulness, and has
~ passed a satisfactory examination in the pre-
seribed course of study, signed by the Presi-
dent and Secretary.

4. Every local Elder, Deacon or Preacher,
shall be amenable to the Quarterly Conference
where he belongs for his Christian cha}acter,
and the faithful performance of his ministerial
office. He shall have his name recorded on
the journal of said Conference, and also en.
rolled on a clags paper,and shall meet in clags,
and in neglect of the above duties, the Quar.
terly Conference,if they judge it proper, may
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'Ques. What can be done in order to a
oloser union with each other? | '
Ans. 1. Let us be deeply convinced of the
g absolute necessity of it. i

o 2. Pray earnestly for, a.nd speak freely to,
~each other. _
. 8. When we meet, let us never part with
out prayer. et
4. Take great care not to desplse each oth-
er's gifts.
6. Never speak hghtly of each other
8. Let us defend each other’s character in
- -everything, so far as is consistent with truth.
- 7. Labor in honor each to prefer the other |
before himgelf.
8. We recommend a gerious perusa.l of Tho
causes, Hmla and Cures of Heart and Church

il ' SECTION XVIL
Al |  Local Preachers.
%ﬁ Quea What directions shall be g1ven con.

cerning local preachers?
1. The Quarterly Conference ghall take cog-
nizance of all the local preachers in the dig-
k - trict, and shall enquire into the gifts, labors
5:} iand na_giulness of each preacher by name.
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2. A llcenSed local preacher shall be eligible .
to the office of a Deacon,after he has preached
four years from the time he received a regular
license, and has obtained a recommendation
from the Quarterly Conference, after proper
examination as to his Christian character, his - -
usefulness as a preacher, and a satisfactory
- knowledge of the prescribed course of study.

8. A local Deacon shall be eligible to the
office of an Elder, after he has preached four
years from the time he was ordained a deacon,
and has obtained a recommendation from the
Quarterly Conference of which he is a mem-
ber, certifying his qualifications in doctrine,
discipline, talents, and usefulness, and has
passed a satisfactory examination in, the pre-
seribed course of study, signed by the Presi- -
dent and Secretary.

4, Every local Klder, Deacon or. Preacher,
shall be amenable to the Quarterly Conference
~where he belongs for his Christian character,
~ and the faithful performance of his ministerial
office. He shall have his name recorded on
the journal of said Conference, and also en-
rolled on a class paper,and shall meet in class,

~and in neglect of the above duties, the Quar.
 terly Conference, if they judge it proper, may
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deprive him of his ministerial office. And
when a preacher is located, or discontinued by
an Annual Conference. he ghall hold hismem.
bership on the eircuit where he had his la.st
appointment, - |

5. Let the appointments be go a.rranged as
to give the local preachers regular a.nd gys- -
tematic employment on the Sabbath.

6. When a Local Preacher is employed as

a BuPIﬂY. his membership ahall be on the
: eharge where he labors. o

SECTION XVIII
Evangelists.

1. Eva.ngehsts are a class of preachers call-
ed of God to preach the Gospel, to labor to
promote revivals of religion, and to spread
abroad the cause of Christ in tho land; but
not called to a pastoral charge, or to govern-
ment in the church. - .

2. Any brother or sister in good standi n’g in

- our Churah, feeling called of God to this work,

may, upon recommendation of the Society to
which he belongs, be licensed by the Dis-

~ trict Quarterly Conference, after due oxpomin-
ation, according to Section 6, Chap. 8, of our
- Discipline entitled “Of the examination of

those who think they are moved by the Holy

_ Ghost to preach.”
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3. No evangehst ghall appomt or hold meet-

“ings where they will interfere with the regu. °

lar work of any preacher duly appomted to
- a circuit or station, !

‘4. Thoso who labor euccessfully as evangel-
- istg for the period of four years, may, upon
recommendation of the Quarterly Conference,
be licensed by the Annual Conference; and

 such license shall hold good until revoked by

the action of gaid Annual Conference.

5. Evangelists shall be amenable to the
~ Quarterly Conference the game 88 & local
~ preacher,

CHAPTER IV,

OF THE MEANS OF GRACE, S
- SECTION I
Of Public Worship.
Que,s. 1. What directions shell be givenm
. for the establishment of uniformity in public
worship among us, on the Lord’s dayt -

Ans. 1. Let the morning service consist of
singing, prayer, the reading of a chapter out
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) ing, prayer, the readmg of one or two chap-,

_ first prayer, and.the apostolic benediction in

~ ing in the congregation, before and after ger.

and strongly exhort those that are concerned,

of the Old Testament and another out of tho _
New and preachmg

ters out of the Bible, and preaching.

3. Let the evening service consist of smg-
ing, prayer, and preaching. _
~ 4, But on the days of administering the
Lord’s supper, the two chapters i in the morn:
ing service may be omitted.

5. In administering the ordinances, and in
the burial of the dead, weé recommend that
the form of Discipline be used. We advise
that the Lord’s prayer also be used on oc-
<casions of public worship in concluding the

dismissing the congregation,

6. Let the society be met, wherever it is
practicable, on the Sabbath day.

Ques. 2.1s there not a great indecency
sometimes practiced among us, namely, talk.

vices? How shall this be cured ?

Ans. Let all the ministers and _preachers
Join as one man, and enlarge on the fmpro-
priety of talking before and after service;
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to do it no more. In three months, if we are

~in earnest, this vile practice will be banished
out of every KFree Methodist eongregation,
Let none stop till he hus carried his point,

SECTION IL

Of the Spirit and Truth of Singing.

 Ques. How shall we guard against for.
mality in ginging ?
Ans. 1. Chooge such hymns as are proper

for the occasion, and do not sing too much at .

once. Seldom more than four or five verses. °
2. Let the tune be suited to the sentiment,

| @nd do not suffer the people to sing too glow,
3. In every society let due attention be
given to the cultivation of sacred music.

4, If you cannot, yourself, sing, let one or
two be chosen in each society to lead the -

ginging.

5. As singing is part of Divine worship, in
which all ought to unite, therefore exhort
every person in the congregation to sing, not
one in fen only | '

6. In no case let there be 1nstrumenta.l muoe

 sle or choir singing in our public Iworship.,

TS
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SECTION IIL.

1 Of Class Meetings. _ _

1. Let no person, not a-member of our

church be admitted to a clags- meetmg, with-
out the consent of the Leader. -

2. Let each Leader carefully inquire how
every soul of his class prospers: not only
how each person observes the outward rules,
but how he grows in tha knowledge and
love of God. |

3. Let the Leaders converse vnth those
who have the charge of their circuits, -

4. Let improper Leaders be cha.nged by &
new election.

.- Let the Lenders frequently meet ench
other’s classes. |

6. Let us observe which Leaders are the
most ugeful ; and let these meet the .other
classes as often as poamb]e |

7. See that all the Leaders be not only of

sound judgment, but men truly devoted to
God. ‘

8. Inall cages the Preacher in charg'e shall
nominate, and the clags elect the Leader by
ballot, who shall hold his office one year, and
until another shall be elected. Let all the
Leaders be elected in the last quarter of the
oonterenoe year
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9. There shall be a General Class- Meeting ;
hald in each soclety the first Sabbath in
 every month. :

100 Ques. What shall we do with thoge
members of our Church who wilfully and
“repeatedly neglect to meet their class.

Ans. 1. Let the Elder, Deacon, or one of
the Preachers visit them, whenever it is
practicable, and explain to them the conse-
quence, if they continue to neglect,namely, =
censure, suspengion, and finally exclusion.
2. If they do not amend, let them be
brought to trial for neglect of duty.

SECTION IV.
, Of Love Feasts.
1. Let a Love Feast be held on each oir-
cuit at least once in three months,

2. Let no person not a member of our
Church, be admitted to our Love Feasts
without the consent of the preacher havmg'
charge of the same,
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"CHAPTER V.

OF DRESS AND MARRIAGH.

SECTION I. i
of Dress. '
 Ques. Should we insist on the nﬂes oon-
cerning dress?

 Ans. By all means. This is no time to
give enconragement to superfluity of apparel.
Therefore, receive none into the Church till

- order to thig: 1. Let every one whohas charge
of a circuit read Mr. Wesley’s sermons upon
Dress, at least once a year in every society.

2. In visiting the classes be very mild, but
very strict. 3. Allow of no exempt case; bet-
ter one suﬂ‘er than many.

SECTION II. |
- Of Marriage and Divorce.

Ques. 1. Do we observe any evil which

nas prevailed in our Church with respect to
marriage ?

Ans. Many of our members have married

they have left off superfluous ornaments. - In
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#

with umwakemd peraons This has pm
duced bad effects; they have been either

perdition.
Ques. 2. Wha
this ?
Ans. 1. Letevery preacher pubhcly enforce

hindered for hfa/or have turned back tc

~ the apostle s command, “Be ye not unequally

~ yoked together with unbelievers.” IICor. vi.4.

2. Let all be exhorted to take no step in so
weighty a matter, without advising with the

most gerious of their brethren.

Ques.. 8. Ought any woman to marry with-

out the consent of her parents?

Ans. Ingeneral she ought not. Yet there
may be exceptions. For if, 1. A woman be-
lieve it to be her duty to marry: if, 2. Her
parents absolutely refuse to let her marry any

- Chrigtian ;. then ghe may, nay, ought to marry_

without their consent.

‘We do not prohibit our people from marry-

Ing persons who are not of our Church, pro-

vided such persons have the form, and are

seeking the power of godliness; but we are
determined to discourage their marrying per
sons who do not come up to this description:

-

n be done tb discourage

Wi "
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' Que's; 4, What is the law of divorce among
us ? '

Ans, We recogmze no other ground for di-

vorce than that permitted in the Word Of_‘
God—Matt. v. 32, and Mark x.11 and 12.
Any person guilty of a violation of this law
shall have no place among us.

‘CHAPTER VI.
OF SECRET socm'rme: ;

W'hat rule shall we make. tn fregard ta Secret‘---_ ,
- Societies ? e

Voluntary agsociations are not necessarily
sinful becanse they are secret. But secresy
s a%;sg?ground of suspicion. Ewil works
instinctively incline to darkness. Good works
grow up in light. God commands us to let
our light shine. Even a good cause under
- the shadow of secresy invalidates its claim
to the confidence of open and honest men,
Grace and guile can have no affinity. All
secrets necessary to be kept, can be kept
without an oath. A bad institution ought not,
and & good one need not be secret. Philan.
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thropic asgociations claiming our co.operation
on Christian grounds, must do so with open
face. They must lift the vail while demand-
ing our salutation, or we cannot salute them
by the way. Therefore, all secret societies,

are to be eschewed.
Any society requiring an oa,th a.ﬂirmatlon,

oor promise of secrecy, as a condition of mem-
borship, is held to be a Secret Soctety ; and
any member. joining or continuing in such,
violates lis covenant obligations, and shall in
due form be excluded from the Church; and
the preacher shall report that he is excluded,
not for 1mmora11ty, but for infraction of ou:
rules and regulatlons ' |

CHAPTER VII.
OF CHURCH TRIALS,

: SECTION 1.
 Of the Trial of Church Members,
_1. Every crime forbidden in the word of
God, sufficient to exclude a person from the

kingdom of grace and glory, shall subject &
member to expulsion from the Church,
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9. The neglect of duties required by the
" word of God, or the indulgence of sinfu}
tempers, words or actions, shall subject the
person so offending;, to private reproof by the
official member of the Church having the
oversight of the offendev; and in case of per-
gistence after proper admonition and labor, to
trial and censure, being placed on probation,
or expulsion, as the committee may determine.
3 Any member against whom a charge is
brought, shall be furnished by the person
bringing the charge, or by the presiding offi.
cer of the tribunal to which he is judicially
responsiblc with a copy of the charges against
him, at least fourteen days before the trial,
unless all the parties shall agree upon an
. earlier time for the trial. -
4, An accused party shall be entitled to the
agsistance of such counsel as he 'may gelect |
from the members or ministers of our Church.
5. In’_all appeal cases, whether they come
before a Quarterly, Annual, or General Con.
- ference ; no person shall be allowed to sit |
who hag previously voted in the decision of
the case. Tolfne ol £ |
6. When charges are preferred againsgt a
member, the preacher in charge shall call a
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medting of the society, who shall select a
committee of not less than three, nor more
than nine, who sghall be members of our
Church, to try the case. Both the accused and
accuger shall have the right to challenge for
cause, the validity of which shall be deter-
mined by the preacher in charge. The
preacher in charge shall preside at the trial
of members ; but the chairman of the district
may, for sufficient reasons, appoint some
other traveling preacher in full connection,
to preside at any particular trial.

Any member who has been tried and con-
~ victed by a commlttee, shall be entitled to an
appeal to the next Quarterly Conference, pro-
vided he did not voluntarily absent himself
from the trial, and provided he gave notice
of his intention to appeal at the time of hig
condemnation, or as soon thereafter as he .
wag notified thereof.

SECTION IL.
| Of the Trial of Preachers.
1. Every crime forbidden in the word of
God, sufficient to exclude a person from the

‘kingdom of grace and glory, shall subject a
minister to expulsion from the Church.




96 . TRIAL OF PREACHERS,.

[Chivii,

2. The negleét of duties required by the
word of God, or the indulgence of sinful
tempers, words, or actions, as well as the dig.

-gemination of false doctrine,shall subject the

person so offending to private reproof by the
official member of the Church having the
oversight of the offending brother ; and, in
cage of persistence after proper admonition
and labor, to trial and expulsion,

8. An accused local preacher shall be tried
by the Quarterly Conference of which he isa
member ; or, at his option, by a committee of
not less than three normore than nine, chogen
for this purppse by the Quarterly Conference;

- the chairman of the district shall preside at

the trial. Any local preacher feeling aggrieved
at the decision of his case, shall be allowed
anp appeal to: the ensuing session of the
Annual Conference. If a charge of gross
tmmorality is brought against a local preach-
er in the interval of the Qua:terly Conference,
the chairman shall call a committee of not
less than three members of the Quarterly Con-
ference, who shall- have power to suspend .
until the next session of the Quarterly Con.
ference, with whom ghall rest the decision of

~ the cage,

/
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4, A preacher on probation in an Annual
Conference shall be accountable for his moral
and Christian conduct to the Quarterly Con.
ference of the district within the bounds of
which he travels. If charges are brought
against him, he shall be tried the same 88 a
local preacher.

5. Any traveling preacher who wilfully neg-
lects or refuses to do the work assigned him
by his Annual Conference, except in cape of
sickness or other unavoidable circumstances,
shall be brought, by the Chairman of the dis-

- trict, or the Superintendent, before a commit-
tee of three ministers and three laymen, who
shall have power tosuspend him from all the =
functions of a Preacher, until the enguing i
gession of the Annual Conference, with whom P
the final determination of the ease shall rest,

and who shall have power to render the fus- ; , .
pension final.
6. Any preacher againgt whom a cha.:rge is i

brought, shall be furnished by the pergon pre- |

- ferring the charge, or by the presiding officer i k
of the tribunal to which he is judicially re- _
sponsible, with & copy of the charges against -
him, at least ten days before the trial, unless® <
all the parties agree upon an earlier time for
trial.
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7. An accused person shall be entitled te
the assistance of such counsel as he may ge.
lect from the members or ministers of our

© Church., Both the accused and accuser shall
 have the right of challenge for chuse, the va.

lidity of which shall be determined by the :
presiding officer at the trial.

8. It a charge of immorality is. brought ,
againgt a traveling preacher in the interval
of the Apnual Conference, the chairman of

~ the district shall call a committee of not less
. than three nor more than six traveling preach-

ers, and an equal number of laymen, who

- were members of the last Annual Conforence,

who shall have power to suspend until the

‘next gession of the Annual Conference, with
“whom shall rest the decision of the case.

But if the accused be a district chairman
then three of the preachers of hig district

- shall call ip the chairman of an adjoining

district, who ghall call the accused before a
eommittee as a.bove provided, and preside.

9. Each Annual Conference ghall have origi- '.
nal jurigdiction over all the preachers belong-
ing thereto, and shall have power to reprove,

&




Sec. 2.] TRIAL OF PREACHERS. 90

fulness, (_n: expel, according to the nature of

the case, and as righteousness may réquire, = -

All cages brought before an Annual Confer-
ence, either by complaint or by appeal, may
be referred to a committee of not less than
four from each branch, who in the presence

of the President of the Conference, either '

during its session or after its adjournment,
shall try the case and decide upon its merits :
and their decision shall have the same effect

as that of the Annual or General Conference.

- "10. In all cases of trial and conviction of a
~ traveling preacher, an appeal to the ensuing

Gteneral Conference or Court of Appeals, as’

~ the appellant may choose, shall be allowed, if
the condemned person signifies his intention
to appeal, at the time of his condemna.tlon or

at any time thereafter when he is informed

thereof.

11, In all trials, the proceedings shall be

taken down by a Secretary appointed by the
~ eourt; and when an appeal is taken, the case
ghall be decided from the testimony as it ap-
pears upon the record.

12. After such forms of trial and expulsion,
such persons shall have no privileges of soci-

v
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ety or of sacraments in our Church, without
Ek - contrition, confession, and satisfactory refor
| mation, S

10 ot AP

SECTION IIIL.

Of Insolvencies,and the Settlement of Disputes.

1 | Ques. 1. How shall disputes between mem-
il ' bers of our Church concerning the payment
of debts or otherwise be settled? |
Ans 1. On any dispute between two or
more of the members of our Church, concern-
" ing the payment of debts,or otherwise, which
cannot be settled by the parties concerned, the
preacher who has charge of the circuit shall
inquire into the circumstances of the case;
and shall recommend to the contending par.
ties a reference, consisting of one arbiter cho-
gen by the plaintiff, and another chosen by
_the defendant ; which two arbiters so chosen
shall nominate the third; the three arbiters
being members of our Church. _ ;
j But if one of these parties be dissatisfied
s with the judgment given, such party may
| ~ apply to the ensuing Quarterly Conference
- for allowance to have a éecond arbitration
i 3 ‘appointed ; and if the Quarterly Conference
= - mee sufficient reason, they shall grant a second
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arbitration, in which case each party shall

choose two arbiters, and the four arbiters

shall choose a fifth, the judgment of the ma-
jority of whom shall be final ; and any person
refusing to abide by such judgment shall be
excluded from the Church.

And if any member of our Church ghall re-
~ fuge,in case of debt or other disputes, torefer

the matter to arbitration, when recommended

by him who has charge of the circuit,or shall = -

enter into a lawsuit with another member be-
fore these measures are taken, he ghall be ex-
pelled, unless the case be of such a nature as
to require or justify a process at law.

2. Whenever a complaint is made against

any member of our Church for non-payment

of debt, when the accounts are adjusted, and
the amount ascertained, the preacher having
the charge shall call the debtor before a com-
mittee of at least three, to show cause why
~ he does not make payment. The committee
shall determine what further time shall be
granted him for payment, and what security
shall be given for payment; and in case the

debtor refuses to comply he shdll be expelled;

but in such case he may appeal to the Quar-
terly Conference, and their decision shall be
final. And in case the creditor complains
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that Justlce is not done hnn, he may lay his
grievance before the Quarterly Conference,
and their decision shall be final; and if the

_ ereditor refuse to comply he shall be expelled.

Ques. 2. What shall be done in case of
insolvency on the part of a.ny of our mem-

bers ?

- Ans. 1. The prea.chers who ha.ve tha over-
slght of circuits are required to execute all

our rules fully and strenuously against all -

frauds. and particularly against dishonest in-
golvencies ; puffering none to remain in our
Church, on any-account, who are gullty of
any fraud.

2. To prevent scandal, when any of our
members shall fail in business, or contract
debts which they are not able to pay, let two
or three judicious members of the Church
inspect the accounts, contracts, and circum-
stances of the case of the supposed-delin-
quent ; and if he has behaved dishonestly, or
borrowed money without a probability of
paying, let him be expelled.

t “
-
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CHAPTER VIIL
OF SUPPORT AND SUPPLIES, .
SECTION I.

of tha allowancs to the Ministers and Preachers, |

~and to thevr Wives, Widows, and Children.

1 The annual allowance of the married
traveling and superannuated preachers,shall

‘be two hundred dollars and their traveling
expenses, : '
2. The annual allowance of the unmarned

traveling and superannuated preachers shall

‘be one hundred dollars, and thelr traveling
expenses.

8. Each child of a traveling preacher sha.lll ’

be allowed sixteen dollars annually to the age
of geven years, and twenty-four dollars annu-
ally from the age of seven to fourteen years;
and those preachers whose wives are dead
shall be allowed for each child annually a sum
sufficient to pay the board of such child or
- children during the above term of Yyears;

Nevertheless, this rule shall not apply to the
children of preachers whose families are pro- -

vided for by other means in their circuits re-
spectively

R L I PP 3 UL i DLy M T
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4. The annual allowance of the widows of
traveling and superannuated preachers,shall
be one hundred dollars. -

5. There shall be allowed to the orphans
of traveling and superannuated preachers,
the annual sum of twenty-four dollars for
each child under seven years of age, and
thirty-six dollars for each child over seven
and under fourteen. And on the death of a

- preacher, leaving a child or children without

so much of worldly goods as should be neces-
gary to his, her, or their support, the Annual
Conference of which he was a member shall
raige, in such a manner as may be deemed-
best, a yearly sum for'the subsistence and
education of such orphan child or children,
until he, she, or they, shall have arrived at
fourteen years of age. The amount of which
yearly sum ghall be fixed by a committee of
the Conference at each segsion in advance.

6. Each Annual Conference may order col-
lections for necessitous cases amongst claim-
ants upon its superannuated funds; and the

~ money so collected, shall be divided by the

Annual Conference, as in the exercise of its |
digoretion the necessities of each case may -
demand.

7. It ghall be the duty of the committee
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appointed by the Official Board, who shall be

. members of our Church, to make, after con-
sultation with the preacher, an estimate of
.~ the amount necessary to furnish fuel and

‘table expenses for the family or families of

preachers stationed with them, which esti-
mate ghall be gubject to the action of the

- Official Board ; and the Stewards shall pro-
vide, by such means as they may devise to
meet such expenses, in money or otherwise ;

provided the Stewards shall not appropriate

moneys collected for the regular quarterly

allowance of preachers to the payment of

famlly expenses.

Let every clags-leader at the commence-
ment of the year, ascertain how much each

member of his class is able and willing to
pay, per week, for the support of the preach-
erg, and note the same in his clags-book; and
diligently see to it. that the collections are

made weekly, duly credited, and paid over to

the Steward for the benefit of the preachers.

8. Let the Stewards circulate among our
friends, a subscription, payable quarterly, to
supply the deficiency in the preacher’sallow-

~ance; and if there be any surplus ariging

- from.che class collections and the quarterly
subscriptions, it shall be appropriated for
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‘the support of missions, unless otherwise “
ordered by the Ofﬁcml Boa.rd

SECTION IL

Of ' the Qualifications, Appomtments, and
_ Duties of the Stewards of Oircuits.

Ques. 1. What are the qualifications nec-
eRsary for Stewards? .
- Ans. Let them be persons of rolid plety,-
- whb both know and love the Mcthodist doc-
trine and discipline, and of good natural and
ac'quired abilities to transact the temporal
business, - | :

Ques. 2. How are Stewards to be appomted?

Ang. By the Soclety at their annual
meeting.

Ques. 8. What are the duties of Stewards?

Ans. To take an exact account of all the
money or other provisions collected for the
support of preachers in the circuit, to make
accurate returns of every expenditure of
‘money, whether to the preachers, the sick,
or the poor ; to seek the needy and distressed
in order to relieve and comfort them ; to in-
form the preachers of any sick or disorderly
persons; to tell the preachers what they
think wrong in them to attend the qua.r- :
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terly meetings of their circuit; to give ad-
vice, if asked, in planning the circuit; to
-attend committeeg for the application of
money to Churches ; to zive counsel in mat-
ters of arbitration ; provide clcmcnts for the
Lord’s supper; to write circular letters to
the societies in the circuit to be more lib-
~ eral if need be ; as also to let them know,
when occasion requires, the state of tem-
poral concerns at the last quarterly meeting;
to registcr the marriages and baptisms. _
 Ques. 4. What number of Stewards are |
necossary in each circuis ? - |
- Ans. Notless than three, nor more tha.n-
nine. !

CHAPTER IX.
| MISSIONS,

1. The General Supenntendent or Buper-'
intendents of the Free Methodist Church,
together with five others, shall constitute
the Missionary Board of the Free Methodist
Church, of which a Superintendent shall be

' Chairman, ; .

2. This Board shall contlnue in office until
the next session of the General Conference,
and until others shall be appointed in their
place ; provided, however, that if from any
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cauge, any member of this Board shall cease

to be a member of the Free Methodist Churc.h

his place upon this Board shall be vacant.
All vacancies upon this .B.oa,rd that shall

occur in the interval of the General Confer-

ence, shall be filled by the remaining’ mems-

~ bers of the Board.

8. The Chairman of the Board sha.ll thh

‘ the consent of a majority of its members,

make a general call from time to time for a
special collection, to provide funds for any

~ contingency that may arise in the mission

field.

4. It shall be the duty of th1s Board to
take charge of all the moneys raised for Gen-
eral Mission purposes, in the several Annual
Conferences, and appropriate the same to
Foreign Mission purposes, or to the several
Annual Conferences for Home Missions with-
in its bounds, as, in their judgment, the

cause of God can be best promoted.

5. This Board shall make a full report to
each Annual Conference ; and to the Gene-
ral Conference, at their respective gessions,
. of all monies received and disbursed by

| them and of the results of such appropria-

tions, ag far as they can be ascertained. :
6. Bach Annual Conference shall have the




MISSIONS. - . A
sharge of all missions within ite bouhds e
It shall have power to employ missionaries fi f
 tolabor within its bounds, who, with the con- “""‘“'f.

currence of the President, shall be autho- ,
1zed to establish new gocieties, where the i w5, 4
interests of the cause of God require.
7. Bach Clags-Leader shall appoint a mige ;= S
sionary collector for his class, who shall col- i
lect at least a cent a week from each mem. <%
- ber of the class who is willing to contribute .. =~ = |
the same ; and from any person nbt memberg- |
of our Church, who are willing to contribute
to our missionary fund. The money so col- ©
lected shall be approprmted to the Genera.l
. Missionary work., ,
8. It shall be the. duty of each preacher in @‘
- charge of a cireuit, to hold one or more mis-
pionary meetings on his circuit dunng the,  ©
year, and to take a collection, and circulate a }

subscription for the support of missions L_ _ N
within the bounds of his Annual Conference.

9. Each Annual Conference may, from time \ '
. to time, by vote, appropriate of its mission
funds, such sumsg to the General Migsionary
Board as in its judgment may be deemed
‘proper,

10. All money collected for General Mis.
sionary purposes, shall be forwarded to the
Gteneral Migsionary Board, and applied ac-

_ cordmg to ite direction.

A -\W‘_ -
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CHAPTER X.

On Chareh P@‘opefrty.

- 1. Let no steps be taken involving pecuni-
ary liability, in erecting houses of worship,
parsonages, or purchaging church property of
any kind ; until two-thirds of the amount ne-
cessary to meet the estimated cost thereof is
gecured on good reliable aﬁbscriptiens.

2. Let no houses of worship, parsonages,

- or other church bulldmge be erected on leaged

~ ground,

8. Let all our houses of worship, parson:
ages, or church property, be secured by Deed
according to the form provided in our Digei-
pline.
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CHAPTER XI.
'_nm-o.nnnn OF BAPTISM.
. SECTION 1
| ™ i

Of Baptism. ,
1. Let every adult person, and the parents 4
of every child to be baptized, have the choice
- either of immersion, sprinkling, or pouring.
2. We will on no account whatever make
a charge for administering Baptism, or for
burying the dead. '

' SECTION 1L

The Ministration of ‘Baptism to Infonts.

[The minister coming to the font, which is to be filled
~with pure water, shall use the following :] :

Desrly beloved, forasmuch ag our Saviour, -

Christ, saith, Suffer little children to eome _

~ unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is |

the kingdom of Heaven; and as the holy
apostle St. Peter, declares that, The promise
is unto you and to your children, therefore
this child has been brought hither that e may
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be cdnsecrated by ‘this solemn ordinance to
the service of Zis Creator, and that ke may

. receive the sign and seal of the covenant of

grace into which God is mercifully pleased to

- enter with all his children. But,inasmuch as

all men are born in sin, and ths ohild, like ali .
others, has inherited a nature prone to evil,

~and will, if he survives, be exposed to many

grievous temptations, by means of which /%e
will, unless prevented by the grace of God,
be led astray ; and inasmuch as these present
need heavenly wisdom and assistance to faith-
fully digcharge their duty to thes chzld that
they may stand acquitted at the judgment

- day, I beseech [you to call upon God the Fa.
. ther, through our Lord Jesus Christ, that of

hig bounteous mercy he will grant unto ¢hss
child evermore the fullness of grace, that Ze
may grow up in the favor of God, and ever
remain in the number of his faithful and elect
children, and unto these parents the needed

_ grace that they may properly discharge all

the duties they owe to- this child which God
has given them.

[Then shall the minister say,]
Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God the aid of
all who need, the helper of all who flee ta
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thee for succor, the covenant keeping God,
we thank thee that thou hast made it our
privilege to dedicate our children to thy ser-
‘vice, that they may live to thy glory, and
gain everlastmg life. We call upon thee for
this child that he may be delivered from the
power of sin and Satan, and sanctified by the
power of the Holy Ghost,and enjoy the ever-
. lasting benediction of thy heavenly washing.
We pray thee for these parents, that they
may realize how great is the responsibitity
resting upon them, touchmg the proper train-
- ing of those entrusted to their care; we be-
seech thee to grant unto them the aid of thy
Holy Spirit, that both by precept and exam-
ple they may so lead this ckild in the narrow
way of life, that both parent and child may
come to the everlasting kingdom, which thou
hast promised by Christ our Lord. Ame'n

[Then shall the people stand 1]11) and the mmlster shall
- say

‘Hear the words of the Gospel _wrltten by
- 8t. Mark, in the tenth Chapter, at the thir
teenth verse. s

They brought young children to Christ,
tha,t he should touch them. And hisdisciples
rebuked those that brought them; but when
tesus saw it, he was much displeased, and
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- gaid unto them, Suffer little children to come
unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is
the kingdom of God. Verily I say unto you,

- Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom ef

- Glod as a little child, he cannot enter therein,
And he took them up in his arms, put his
hands upon them, and blessed them.

[Then shall the mimster demand of the parents severally,
as follows ] ;

, Quec Dost thou, in the presence of God.
B and of these witnesses, solemnly dedicate ¢his
T child to the Lord, that %e may live in his ser-
vice all iie days ? '
v _ Ans. 1 do.
. ~ Ques. Dost thou, o far as thou canst. in
|1 his behalf, renounce the Devil and all his
i works, the vain pomp and glory of the world,
‘H with all covetous -desires of the same, and
:‘l the sinful desires of the flesh, so that, in the
training of this child thou ' wilt not follow

;E | - nor be led by them; and so that, as far ag in
5 i - thee lies, thou wilt prevent Iwm from follow-
" b ing the same? - '
& S A ]

| Ques. Dost thou believe the Holy Bcnpt.urol
- *i of the Old and New Testaments ?

i Ane. 1dg,

{ i le Wilt thou out of the same, dﬂigont-
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1y teach this child the statutes and command-
ments of the Most High : and wilt thou train .-
him up in the nurture and admonition of the
Tord?. . | |
Ansi Twilly: =
Then the minister shall take the child into his hands and
- say to the friends of the child,
Name this child.

And then naming it after them, he shall sprinkle or pout
~ water upon it, or if desired, immerse it in' water, say- : ]
ing: .
- V. Ibaptizethee in the name of the Father, j
and of the Son,and of the Holy Ghost. .Amen. |

. Then shall be said, all kneeling,

Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed
be thy name ; thy kingdom come ; thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven: give us this
day our daily bread, and forgive us our tres-
passes,as we forgive them that trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but de-

 liver us from evil. Amen.

Then shall the minister conclude with extemporary
prayer. :

SECTION III
The Ministration of Baptism to such as are
of Riper Yeans.
Dearly Beloved, Since all men are by nature
sinners, and have nothing in themselves by
which they can be delivered from the guilt
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and pollution of sin, and E‘ttam to- that holi-
ness without which no man can gee the Lord, -
~ we invite you to jein with usin fervent prayer

for these persons, that they may have grace

always to keep their covenant with God, and

that they may continually enjoy the washing

of regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy

Ghost,

Then shall the mmistcr say g

Almighty and immortal God the aid of all

that need, the helper of all that fleé to thee for

- guccor, the life of them that believe, and the

resurrection of the dead: we call upon thee
for these persons; that they, coming to thy
holy baptism, may receive the inward baptism
of the Holy Ghost. Receive them, O Lord,as

~ thou hast promised by thy well-beloved Son,

gaying, Agk, and ye ghall receive; seek, and
ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened

- unto you; so give now unto us that ask; let

us that seek, find ; open the gate unto us that

 knock; that tkese persons may enjoy the ever-
lastmg benediction of thy heavenly washing,

and may come to the eternal kingdom which
thou hast promised by Christ our Lord. Amen-

[Then shall the people stand i:p, and the minister shall
. say,
Hear the words of the Gospel written by
9t. John, in tbe third chapter

e e Lt ) 5
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- Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man
~ be born of water,and of the Spirit, he cannot
- enter into the kingdom of God. That which
- ig born of the flesh is flesh ; and that whichis
born of the Spirit is spirit. . Marvel not that
Isaid unto thee, Yo must be bornagain, The
wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hear
est the sound thereof; but thou canst not tell
~whence it cometh,and whither it goeth; so is
eve1y one tha,t'is born of the Spirit.
[Then the minister shall speak to the person to be baptized :
! ~in thls wise. | :
~ Well Beloved, who are come hlther de siring
to receive holy baptism, 7¢ have heard how the
congregation hath prayed that our Lord Jesus
Christ would vouchsafe to receive you, and
bless you, to release you of your sins, to give
" you the kingdom of heaven, and everlasting
life. And our Lord Jesus Christ hath prom-
ised, in his holy word, to grant all thoge things
that we have prayed for: which promise he
for his part will most surely keep and perform.,

Wherefore, after this promise made by
Christ you must also faithfully for your part,
~ promise, in the presence of this whole con-
gregation, that you will renounce the devil
~and all his works, and constantly believe
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God’s holy word, and obediently keep his
commandments.

_[Then shall the mxmster demand of each of the persons to

be baptized, severally ,]

" 'Ques. Dost thou renounce the devil and all
his works, the vain pomp and glory of the
world, with all covetous desires of the same,
and the carnal desires of the flesh, so that
thou wilt not follow or be led by them?
- Ans. I renounce them all.

Ques. - Dost thou believe in God the Fa.ther
Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth? and
in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our
Lord? and that he was conceived by the Holy
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary? that he
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
dead and buried ; that he arose again on the
third day; that he ascended into heaven, and
sitteth at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty, and from thence shall come again,
at the end of the world, to Judge the quick
and the dead? -

And dost thou beliéve in the Holy Ghost,
the communion of saints; the remission of
sins; the resurrection of the body, and ever-
laatlng life after death ? .

Ans. All this I steadfastly believe.
8 _



Sec. 3.] BAPTISM OF SUCH A8 - 119

Ques. Wilt thou be baptized in this faith
Ans. This is my degire.
- Ques. Wilt thou obediently keep God’s holy
 will and commandments, and walk in the same
all the days of thy life? :

Ans. I will endeavor so to do, God being

~ my helper. ‘
~ Then shall the minister say :

' 0 merciful God grant that the old Adam in -
these persons may be so buried, that the new
‘man may be raised up in them. Amen.

Grant that all carnal affections may die in
them, and that all things belonging te the
Spirit may live and grow in them. Amen.

' Grant that they may have power and gtrength
to have victory, and triumph against the devil,
the world and the flesh. Amen.

Grant that they, being here dedicated to
thee by our office and ministry, may also be
endued with heavenly virtues, and everlast-
ingly rewarded through thy mercy, O, blessed
Lord God, who dogt hve and govern all things,
ﬂﬂd without e[‘\g

1ghty, livin ving God whose most
dﬁrly beloved Son, Jesus Christ, died for the
forgi¥eness of our sing; and gave command-
ment to his disciples that they should ge
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teach all nations, and bﬂptize them in the

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of

the Holy Ghost: regard, we beseech thee, the
supplicationsof this congregation ; and grant
that the personspow to be baptized may re-

ceive the fulness of thy grace, and ever re-

main in the number of thy faithful and elect

children, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen. : ;

Then shall the minister take by the right hand each per-
son to be baptized: and placing him conveniently by
the font, according to his discretion, shall ask the name ;

and then sﬁnnkle or pour water upon him, (orif he shall
desire lt, all immerse him in water,) saying:

“N. Ibaptize theein the name of the Father, -

-and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.: Amen

Then shall be said the Lord's Prayer,, all Eneelin ‘corv
cluding with extemporary prayer, and ,Eﬂf- bene ccmn

%,j ‘ c"‘\‘ iﬂ;‘

2 NX -f::\j 7TJ‘~Q,\° N
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CHAPTER XII
THE LORD'S SUPPER.

SECTION L

._ General Directions. _

1. No person shall be admitted to the Lord’s
Supper among us who ig guilty of any immoral
or unchrigtian practice for which we would
exclude a member of our Church,

2. All persens properly included in the gen-
eral invitation may be allowed to partake of
the Lord’s Supper among us.

SECTION 11

; TM Order for the Administration of the Lord’s
Suppe'r |

The elder shall say one or more of these sentences,

- Let yourlight so shine before men, that they
may see your good works, and glorify your
~ Father which is in heaven. Matt. v. 16.
 Lay not up for yourselves treagures upon
earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves break through and steal: but

l
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Jday up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves do not break through nor steal
Matt. vi. 19, 20.

. Whatsoever ye would that men should do

to you, do ye even go unto them: for this is

the law and the prophets. Matt. vii. 12.

Nut every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but
he that doeth the will of my Father which is
in heaven. Matt. vii. 21. : |

Zaccheus stood, and said unto the Lord, Be-
hold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the
poor; and if I have taken anything from any
man, by false accusation, I restore him four
fold. Luke xix. 19.

He which soweth sparingly shall reap also
- sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully
shall reap also bountifully. Every man ac-
cording as he purposeth in his heart, so let
him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity;
for God loveth a cheerful giver. 2 Cor.ix.6,7.

~ As we have therefore opportunity, let us do

- good unto all men, especially unto them who

_are of the household of faith. Gal. vi. 10.

Godliness with contentment is great gain ; for

we brought nothing into this world, and it is
ecertain we can carry nothing out. 1 Tim.vi. 67,




Bec. 2.] THE LORD’S SUPPER. 123

Charge them that are rich in this world, that
they be ready to distribute, willing to com-
‘municate, laying up in store for themselves a
good foundation against the time to come,

‘that they may lay hold on atema.l life. 1

Timothy vi. 17, 19.
. @od is not unrighteous to forget your work

and labor of love, which ye have showed to-

‘ward his name, in that ye have ministered to
the saints, and do minister. Heb. vi. 10.

- To do good,and to communicate, forget not ;
for with such saerifices God is well pleased
Heb. xiii. 16.

Whoso hath this world’s good, and aeeth
his brother have need, and shutteth up his
bowels of compassion from him, how dwell
¢th the love of God in him? 1. John iii. 17.

He that hath pity upon the poor, lendeth

unto the Lord ; and that which he hath given:

will he pay him again, Prov. xix. 17.

Blessed is he that considereth the poor; the

Lord will deliver hi.m in time of trouble,
Pga, xli, 1.

While these sentences are being read, let a collection be
taken up.

~ After which the élder shal} say e

Yethatdo truly and earnestly repent of your
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. gins, and are in love and charity with your b
neighbors, and intend to lead a new life, fol
lowing the commandments of God, and walk t
sng henceforth in his holy ways; draw |
near with faith, and take this holy sacrament
to your comfort: and make your humble con- |
fession to Alm1ghty God, meekly kneehng

- upon your knees.

Then shall this general confession be made by the minis-
ter in the name of all those who are minded to receive
the holy communion, both he and all the people kneel-
ing humbly upon their knee§ and saymg

Wt Almighty God, Father of our Lord J esus
Christ, Maker of all things, Judge ofall men :
we acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins
and wickedness, which we from time to time

- most grievously have committed, by thought,
word, and deed, against thy Divine Majesty,
provoking most justly thy wrath and indigna-
tion against us. We do earnestly repent, and
are heartily sorry for these our misdoings;
‘the remembrance of them is grievous unto us.
Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us,
most merciful Father; for thj Son, our Lord
Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past;
and grant that we may ever hereafter serve
and please thee in newness of life, to the

honor and glory of thy name, through J esus
'Chl‘l‘lt our L01d Amen. e
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| Then shall the elder say,

O Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who
of thy great mercy hast promised forgiveness
of sins to all them that with hearty repent-
tnce and true faith turn unto thee: have mer-
cy upon us; pardon and deliver us from our
sing, confirm and strengtlien us in all good-

‘ness, and bring us to everlasting life, through
Jesus Chrigt our Lord. Amen,

The Collect,

AJmlghty God, unto whom all hearts be
opened, all degires known, and from whom
‘no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of
our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and
worthily magnify thy holy name, through !
Chrigt our Lord. Amen.

~ Then shall the elder say, =

It is very meet, right, and our bounden du-
ty that we should at all times,and in all
places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy
Father, Almighty and everlasting God.

Therefore, with angels and archangels, and
~with all the company of heaven, we laud and
magnify thy glorious name, evermore praising
thee, and saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God
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of hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy glory,
@lory be to thee, O Lord most high. Amen.

Then shall the elder say,

We do not fpresume to come to this thy
table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our righte-
ousness, but in thy manifold and great mer-
cies. We are not worthy so much as to gath-

~ er up the crumbs under thy table. But thou .

art the same Lord, whose property is al ‘ways
to have mercy: Grant us, therefore, gracious
Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Je

~gus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our

sinful souls and bodies may be made clean by
his death, and washed through his most pre

cious blood,and that we may evermore dwell

in him, and he i in us. Amen.

Then the elder shall say the prayer of consecration as
' fol!ows,

-

Almighty God, our heavenly Fa,ther whoof
thy tender merey didst give thine o_nly Son,
Jesus Christ, to suffer death upon the cross for
our redemption; who made there by his obla-
tion of himself once offered a full, perfect,and
sufficient sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction,

forthe sins of the whole world ; and did insti-

tute, and in his holy gospel command us to
continue, a perpetual memory of that his pre
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cious dea.th until his coming again ; ‘hear us, -
O merciful Father, we most humbly besesch
thee, and grant that we, receiving these thy
creatures of bread and wine, according to thy
Son our Saviour Jesus Christ’s holy institu-
tion,in remembrance of his death and passion,
may be partakers of His
most blessed body and :
b%ood ; who in the same i e i o
night that he was betrayed, may take the plate of
 took bread; (1) and when Aead into Bl tang;
“he had given thanks, he
‘broke it  and gave it to
hig digciples, saying, Take,
eat; this  is my body
which ig given for you;
‘do this in remembrance of
~ me, Likewige after supper - -
he took (2) the cup; and [2]I:Iere he may take .
when hg had given thanks, ¢ cup in his hand.
he gaveit to them, saying,
Drink yé all of this; for
this (3)is my blood of the ESLi}glgagegeug% ;p:g
New Testa.ment Whlch is the vesscls which con-
shed for you and for many, Shln dis s .
for the remission of sins; do this,as oft as ye
shall drink it,in remembrance of me.: Amen.
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Then shall the minister first receive the communion ir
both kinds himself, and then proceed to deliver the
same to the other ministers in like manner, [ if any there be

present,Land after that to the people also, in order, in.
to their hands, And when he delivereth the bread he

shall say, _

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
was given for thee, preserve thy soul and body
_ unto everlasting life, Take and eat this inre
membrance that Christ died for {kee, and feed
on him in thy heart, by faith, with thanks-
giving., ' e .} '

And the minister that delivereth the cup shall say,

The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
~was shed for thee, pregerve thy soul and body
unto everlasting life. Drink this in remem-
brance that Christ’s blood was shed for thee,
and be thankful. '
If the consecrated bread or wine shall be all spent before

all have communicated, the elder may consecrate more
by repeating the prayer of consecration. '

- When all h.avc communicated, the minister ghall return to
the Lord’s table, and place upon it what remaineth of
ﬁ)c conlscti}:lrated elements, covering the same withja fair

nen cloth, - : R

[hen shall the elder say the Lord’s Prayer ;-the people
repeating after him every petition. :

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be
thy name: thy kingdom come: thy will be
- done on earth as it is in heaven: give us this
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day our da,'illy_ bread ; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive them that trespass

against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glapy, for ever
and ever. Amen, '

Cancluding with this blessing,

May the peace of God, which passeth all un-
derstanding, keep your hearts and minds in
the knowledge and love of God, and of His

* Son Je gus Christ our Lord; and the blessings
of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost, be among you and remain with
you always. Amen. .

N. B.—Ifthe elder be straitened for time, he maf omit .

any part of the service except the prayer of consecration.
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 CHAPTER XIIL
FORMS OF ORDINATION.

_SECTION L - .

sary that order is in the Church of Christ, and also how
the people ought to esteem them in their office,

After whichzone of the elders shall present unto the presi;
- dent all them that are to be ordained, and say,

I present unto you these persoxis present t0
be ordained elders. '

Then their names being read aloud, the president shall say
- “unto the peopfe 3 :
Brethren, these are they whom we purpose,
God willing, this day to ordain elders. For
after due examination, we find not to the con-
grary, but that they are lawfully called to this
function and ministry, and that they are per-
sons meet for the same. But if there be any -
of you who knoweth any impediment or crime
in any of them, for which he ought not to be
received into thig holy ministry, let him come
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forth in the name of God and show what t’ha '
crime or impediment i 8.

If any crime or impediment be objected, the president shall
surcease from ordaining that person until such time as
the party accused shall be found clear of the crime.

Then shall be said the collect, epistle, and gospel as fol- -
- loweth :

The O'OZZect.

Almighty God, Giver of all good things,
who by thy Holy Spirit hast appointed divers
orders of minigtersin thy Church; mercifully

_behold these thy servants now called to the
office of elders, and replenish them so ‘with .
the truth of thy doctrine, and adorn them
with innocency of life, that both by word

- and good example they may faithfully serve

~ thee in this office, to the glory of thy name,

and the edification of thy Church, through
the mercies of our Saviour, Jesus Christ, who
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy

Ghost, world without end. Amen.

The Hpistie. Eph. iv,, 18,

Unto every one of us is given grace ac-
eording to the measure of the gift of Christ.
W herefore he saith, wlien he ascended up on
high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts
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‘unto men. (Now that he agcended, what ig it
f but that he also descended first into the lower
i - partsof the earth? He that descended is the
same also that ascended up far above all
heavens, that he might fill all things.) And
he gave some, apostles; and ‘gome, prophets ;
and some, evangelists ; and some, pastors and
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for '
. the work of the ministry, for the edifjing of
the body of Christ, till we all come in the
unity of faith, and of the knowledge of the -
Qon of God, unto a perfect man, unto the
measure of the stature of the fullness of
Christ. | e :
After this shall be read for the Gospel, part of the tenth
i _ - -chapter of St. John,
§t. John x. 1-16.

Verily, verily, I cay unto you, He that en-
tereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but
climbeth up some other way, the game is 8

‘thief and a robber. But he that entereth in
by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To
him the porter openeth,and the sheep hear his

- voice, and he calleth his own sheep by name,
and leadeth them out. Andwhen he putteth
forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and
the sheep follow him, for they know his voice.
And a stranger will they not follow, but will




Sec.1.]  FORMS OF ORDINATION, 138

flee from him, for they know not the voice of
strangers. This parable spake Jesus unto
them, but they understood not what things
vhey were which he spake unto them. Then
said Jesus unto them again; Verily, verily,
I say unto you,I am the door of the sheep.
All that ever came before me are thieves and
robbers, but the sheep did not hear them. Iam
the door; by me, if any manenterin, he shall "
be saved, and go in and out and find pasture.
- The thief cometh not but for to steal and to kill,
and to destroy; I am come that they might
have life, and that they might have it more
abundantly. Iam the good shepherd ; the good
shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. Buthe
‘that is a hireling, and not the shepherd whose
own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf com-
ing and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth,and the
wolf catcheth them,and scattereth the sheep.
The hireling fleeth because he is a hireling,
and careth not for the sheep. I am the good.
shepherd,and know my sheep,and am known -
~of mine. As the Father knoweth me, even
80 know I the Father; and I lay down my life
for the sheep. And other sh'eep I have which
are not of this fold; them also I must bring,
and they shall hear my voice, and there shall
be one fold and one shepherd
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And that done the premdcnt shaJI say unto them as here.

after followeth :

You have heard, brethren, as Well in your
private examination, as in the exhortation
which was now made to you, and in the holy
lessons taken out of the Gospel, and the
writings of the apostles,of what dignity, and

. of how great importance thisoffice is where-

unto ye are called. And now again we exhort
you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
you have in remembrance, into how high &
dignity and to how weighty an office ye are
called ; thatisto say,to be messengers, watch
men, and stewaras of the Lord, to teach and
to premomsh to feed and provide for the
Lord’s family, to seek for _Christ’s sheep that
“are dispersed abroad, and for his children that
are in the midst of this evil world, that they
may be saved through Christ forever.

H{ave always, therefore, printed in your re-
membrance, how great a treasure is committed
to your charge. For they are .the sheep of
Christ, which he bought with his death, and
for whom he shed his blood, The Church
and congregation yhom you must serve, is his
spouse and his body. And if it shall happen,
the same Church, or any mémber thereof, do -

‘take any hurt or hindrance by reason of you
9 _ _ |
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negligence,ye know the greatness of the fault,
“and also the horrible punishment that will
ensue. Wherefore, consider with yourselves

“the end of the ministry toward the children
of God,toward the spouse and body of Christ;
and see that you never cease your labor, your
care and diligence, unti] you have done all that
lieth in you, according to your bounden duty,

to bring all such as are or shall be committed

to your charge, unto that agreement in the
faith and knowledge of God,and to thatripe-
ness and perfectness of age in Christ, that
there be no place left among you, either for
error in religion, or for viciousness in life.
Forasmuch _then,_as your office ig both of so
great excellency,and of so great difficulty,ye
see with how great care and study ye ought
to apply yourselves, as well that ye may show
yourselves dutiful and thankful unto that Lord
who hath placed you in so high a dignity; as
also to beware that neither you yourselves of-
fend, nor be occasion that‘/ others offend. How-
beit ye cannot have a mind and will there-
to of yourselves; for that will and ability is
given of God alone; therefore ye ought, and
have need to pray earnestly for his Holy Spirit.
~ And seeing that ye cannot by any other means
compass the doing of so weightya work, per-
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taining to the salvation of man, but with doe-
trine and exhortation taken out of the Holy
Scriptures, and with a life agreeable to the
game ; eensider how studious ye ought to be
in reading and learning the Scriptures, and in
framing the manners, both of yourselves and
of them that specially pertain unto you, ac-
cording to the rule of the same Scriptures:

" and for this self-same cause, how ye ought to

forsake and set agide (as much ag ye may) all
worldly cares and studies. '
We have good hope that you have all welghed

- and pondered these things with yourselves
- long before this time: and that youhave clear-

ly determined, by God’s grace, to give your-
selves wholly to this office, whereunto it hath
pleased God to call you: so that as much as

leth in you, you will apply yourselves wholly

~ to this one thing,and draw all your cares ana

studies this way, and that you will continu-
ally pray to God the Father, by the mediation
of our only Saviour Jesus Christ, for the heav-
enly assistance of the Holy Ghost; that by

- daily reading and weighing of the Scriptures,
- ye may wax riper and stronger in your minis

try ; and that ye may so endeavor yourselves
from time to time to sanctify the lives of you

and yours, and to fashion them after the rule
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‘and doctrine of Christ, that ye may be whole-
gome and godly examples, and patterns for
the people to follow. |

And now that this present congregamon of
Christ, here assembled, may also understand
“your minds and wills in these things, and that
this your promise may the more move you to
do your duties: ye shall answer plainly to
these things which we,in the name of God
and His Church sha.ll demand of you touching
the same.

Do you think in your heart that you are truly
called, according to the will of our Lord Jesus
Christ, to the order of elders? '

 Ans. 1 think so.

The President. Are you persuaded tha.t ihe '.
Holy Scriptures contain sufficiently all doc-
trines required of necessity for eternal salva-
tion through faith in Jesus Christ? And are
you determined out of the said Scriptures to
ingtruct the people committed to your charge,
- and to teach nothing as required of necessity
to eternal salvation, but that which you shall
be persuaded may be concluded and proved
by the Scriptures? |

Ans.; Tam so persuaded, and have so de- .

 termined by God's grace. '
~ The President. Will you then give your -
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faithful diligence always so to minister the

doctrines and sacraments, and discipline of

Christ, as the Lord hath commanded ?

Ans. 1 will do so, by the help of the

Lord, | e :

The President. Will you be ready with all
faithful d111gence to banish and drive away
all erroneous and- stra.no'e doctrines contrary
to God’s word ; and to use both public and
private monitions and exhortations, as well to
the sick as to the whole, within your charge,
as need shall require and occasion shall be
given?

Ans. 1 will, the Lord being my helper.
The President. Will you be diligent in

. prayers, and in reading of ‘the Holy Scriptures, -
and in such studies as help to the knowledge
of the same, laying aside the study of the .
world and the flesh ? |

Ans. 1 will endeavor so to do, the Lord -

w being my helper.

The President. Will you: be diligent to

- frame and faghion yourselves, and your fami-

ﬁ' t)es, according to the doctrine of Christ; and

 to make both yourselves and them, as much

was in you lieth, wholesome examples &nd
patterns to the flock of Christ? :
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Ans. 1 shall apply myself thereto, the
~ Lord being my helper.
The President. Will you maintain and set
forward, as much as lieth in you, quietness,

~ peace, and love, among all Christian people, .

- and especially among them that are or shall
- be committed to your charge? |
. Anas.. Iwilldo so, the Lord being my helper.

. That doﬁe, the Breaident snall prajr in thﬁ wise, and say,
| Let us pray..'

 Almighty God and heavenly Father, who of
thine infinite love and goodness toward us
hast given to us thy only and most dearly be-
loved Son Jesus Christ to be our Redeemer.
and the author of everlasting life ; who afterh«
bhad made perfect our redemption by his death,
and was ascended into heaven, sent abroad
. into the world his apostles, prophets, evange-
lists, pastors and teachers, by whose labor and
ministry he gathered together a great flock in

all parts of the world, to set forth the eternal
- praise of thy holy name; for these so great
benefits of thy eternal goodness, and for that
thou hast vouchsafed to call these thy servants
here present to the same office and ministry
appointed for the salvation of mankind; we
render unto thee most hearty thanks; we
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pra.is'é aﬁd "Worship thee ; and .w'e - humbly
beseech thee by the same, thy blessed Son,

~to grant unto all who either here or else

where call upon thy name, that we may con
tinue to show .ourselves thankful unto thee,
for these, and all other thy benefits, and that
we may daily increase and go forward in the
knowledge and faith of thee and thy Son, by

‘the Holy Spirit. So that as well by these thy . |
~-ministers, as by-them over whom they shall

be appointed thy ministers, thy holy name
may be for ever glorified, and thy blessed
kingdom enlarged,through the same, thy Son

Jesus Christ our Lord ; who liveth and reigneth

with thee in the unity of the same Holy Spmt

~world without end. Amen.

- When this }prayer 18 done, the premdent with the elders

present shall lay their hands severally upon the head
of every one that receiveth the order of elders; the

receivers humbly kneeling upon their knees. and the
president suying, |

The Lord pour upon thee ‘the Holy Ghost
for the office and work of an elder in the

Church of God now committed unto thee by

- the imposition of our hands. And be thou a

faithful dispenser of the word of God,and of
his holy sacraments ; in the name of the Fa-
ther and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.

| Amen | ‘|
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Then the president shall deliver to every one of them,
- Kkneeling, the Bible into his hands, saying, :

Take thou authb'rity to preach the word of
God, and to administer the holy sacraments
 in the congregation. |

- Then the president shall say, ~

~ Most merciful Father, we beseech thee to
send upon these thy servants thy heavenly
blessings, that they may be clothed with =
righteousness and that thy word spoken by
their mouths may have such success, that it
may never be spoken in vain, Grantalso that
‘we may have grace to hear and receive, what
they shall deliver out of thy most holy word,
or agreeably to the same, as the means of our
salvation ; and that in all our words and deeds
we may seek thy glory and the increase of
thy kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. -
Amen. 4 _

Assist us, O Lord, in all our doings, with
thy most gracious favor, and further as with
thy continual help, that in all our works be-
gun, continued, and ended in thee, we may
glorify thy holy name, and finally by thy mercy
obtain everlasting life, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen. . _

The peace of God which passeth all under




149 - FORMS OF ORDINATION. [Ch. xiii

standing, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of His Son

Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessings of
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost, be among you, and remain with
you always. Amen. A

SECTION II.
The Form and Manner of making Deacons.

‘When the day appointed for the ordination is come,
there shall be a sermon of exhortation, declaring the

daty and office of such as come to be admitted dea-
cons, - {

After which one of the elders, shall present unto the
grl'esident the persons to be ordained deacons, and

a
eir names being read aloud, the president shall say
unto the people: ! : :

Brethren,if there be any of you who knoweth
any impediment or crime in any of these per-
song presented to be ordained deacons, for the
which he ought not to be admitted to that
office,let him come forth in the name of God,

and show what the crime or impediment is.

\f any crime or impediment be dleectecl, the president
shall surcease from ordaining that person, until such

“time as the party accused shall he found élear of that
crime. : ;
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_ 'l‘hen ghall be read the followmg uollect and epistle.

The Collect.

A]Imghty God, who by thy dlvme Provi-
dence hast s.ppomted divers orders of minis-
ters in thy Church, and who didst inspire thy
apostles to chooge into the order of deacons
~ thy first martyr, St. Stephen, with others;

mercifully behold these thy servants, now
~called to the like office and administration; -
‘replenish them so with the truth of thy doc-
 trine,.and adorn them with innocency of life,
that both by word and good example they
may faithfully serve thee in this office,to the
glory of thy name, and the edification of thy

~ Church, through the merits of our Saviour

Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with
thee and the Holy Ghost now and forever
Amen.

 The Hpistle. 1 'Tim. iii. 8-13.

Likewige must the deacons be grave, not
~ double-tongued, not given to much wine, not
greedy of filthy lucre; holding the mystery of
the faith in a pure conscience. And let these
also first be proved; then let them use the
office of a deacon, being blameless. Even so
must their wives be grave, not slanderers,
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sober, faithful in all things. Let the deacons
be the husbands of one wife, ruling their
children and their own houseswell. Forthey
“that have used the office of a deacon well, pur-
chase to themselves a good degree, and great
boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.

Then ghall the president examine every one of those,
who are to be ordained, in the prcsence of the people,
after this manner followmg

Do you trust that you are inwardly moved
by the Holy Ghost to take upon you the office
of the ministry in the Church of Christ, to
serve Glod for the promoting of His glory and
the edification of His people?

Ans. 1 trust so.

The President. Do you unfelgnedly believe
all the canonical Scrlptures of the Old and
New Testament ?

Ans. T do believe them. ]

The President. Will you d1llgently read
or expound the same unto the people whom
you shall be appointed to serve?

Anec T owgl) el i
The President. It appértaineth to the office
of a deacon to assist the elder in divine ger
vice. And especially when he ministereth the
holy ccmmunion, to help him in the distribu-
ion theloof and tr) read and expound the
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Holy Scriptures ; to instruct the youth. and in
the absence of the elder to baptize. and fur-
thermore, it ig his office to search fo: the sick,
poor, and impotent, that they may be vigited
and relieved. Will you do this gladly and
willingly ? e
- Ams. I will do so by the help of God.
- The President. Will you apply all your
diligence to frame and fashion your own lives
{and the lives of your families) according to
~the doctrine of Christ; and to make (both)
yourselves (and them) as much asin you lieth,
wholesome examples of the flock of Christ?
« Ans. 1 will do so, the Lord being my
helper., i
The President. Will you reverently obey

them to whom the charge and government
over you is committed, following with a glad
mind and will their godly admonitions?

Ans. 1 will endeavor so to do, the Lord
being my helper. el '

~Then the -prési_dent, laying his hands severally upon the
head of every one of them, ghall say, ;

Take thou authority to execute the office of
a deacon in, the Church of God; in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost. Amen.
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~ Then shall the president deliver to every one of them
' the Holy Bible, saying,

Take thou authority to read the Holy
Scriptures in the Church of God, and to
preach ' the same. i

Then one of them appointed by the president ¢hall read
the Gospel. :

Luke xii, 35-388.

Let your loins be girded about, and your
~ lights burning, and ye yourselves like unto
- men that wait for their Lord, when he will
return from the wedding, that when be
cometh and knocketh, they may open unto
him immediately. Blessed are those servants
whom the Lord when he cometh shall find
watching. Verily I say unto you, that he
- shall gird himgelf,and make them to sit down
to meat, and will come forth and serve them.
And if he shall come in the second watch, or
come in the third watch, an_d find them so,
blessed are those servants. o o
. [Then shall the president proceed in the communion,

and all that are ordained shall receive the holy com-
munion.] :

~ The communion ended, immediately before the bene-
. diction, shall be sald the collects following :

- Almighty God, Giver of all good things,

who of thy great goodness hast vouchsafed

-
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10 accept and take these thy servants into the
office of deacons of thy Church: make them,
we beeseech thee, O Lord, to be modest, hum-
ble, and constant in their ministration, and to
have a ready will to observe all spiritual disci-
pline ; that they having always the testimony

“of a good conscience,and continuing ever sta-
ble and strong in thy Son Christ Jesus, may so

~well behave themselves in this inferior office,
that they may be found worthy to be called into
thelhig'her ministries in thy Church, threugh
the same, thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ;

to whom be glory and honor, world without
end. Amen.

' Assist us, O Lorg, in a.ll our doings, with
thy most gracious favor, and further us with
thy continual help; that in all our works,

~ begun, continued and ended in thee, we may
glorify thy holy name, and finally, by thy
merey, obtain everlasting life, through Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen.

The peace of God which passeth all under- -
‘standing, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of His Son
Jesus Christ our Lord. ‘And the blessing of
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the
Ho]y Ghost, be among you, and remain with
you always. Amen
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CHAPTER XIV.

. THE FORM OF SOLEMNIZATION OF MATRIMONY.

At the day and time appointed for the solemnization
of matrimony, the persons to be married standing to-
ether, the man on the right hand, and the woman on

e left, the minister shall say: :

‘Dearly beloved, we are gathered together
here in the sight of God, and in the presence
of these witnesges, to join together this man
and this woman in holy matrimony ; which is
an honorable estate, instituted of God in the
time of man’s innocency, signifying unto us
the mystical union that is between Christand
his Church ; which holy estate Christ adorned
and beautified with his presence, and first
miracle that he wrought in Cana of Galilee,
‘and is commended of St. Paul to be honorable
among all men ; amd therefore is not by any
to be taken in hand unadvisedly, but rever-
ently, discreetly, advisedly, and in the fearof .
Godis oo i G

Into which holy estate these' two persons
pre‘sent come now to be joined. Thereforé, if
any can show any just cause why they may
not lawfully be joined together, let him now
speak,or else hereafter forever hold his peace.
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! _
And algo spea.hng unto the perm be

married, he shall say,

il require and charge you both (a8 you will
answer at the dreadful day of judgment, when
the secrets of all hearts shall be disclosed) that
if either of you know any impediment why

you may not be lawfully joined togetherin

‘matrimony, you do now confess it; for be ye
well agsured, that so many as are coupled to-
gether otherwise than God’s word doth allow,
are not joined together by God, neither is
their matrimony lawful. '

It no impedient be alleged, then shall the mlnister BAY
unto the man,

M., Wilt! thou have this woman to thy .

‘wedded wife, to live together after God’s or-
dinance, in the holy estate of matrimony {
Wilt thou love her, comfort her, honor, and
_keep her, in sickness and in health: and, for-

- saking all other, keep thee only unto her, 80

| long as ye both shall live 2.

Then the man ahn.ll answer:
I will.
s Then ghall the minister Bay unto the woman,

., Wﬂt thou have this man to thy wedded

husband to live too'ethel after God’s 0rd1 B
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nance;--in the holy estate of matrimony ?  ‘Wilt
thou obey him, serve him, love, honor, and
keep him, in gicknessand in health : and, for-

saking all other, keep thee only unto'him, 80

long a8 ye both shall live ?

The woman shall answer

I will.

Then shall the minister join their right hands together, '
and say:

Those whom God hath Jomed together let

- no man put asunder. |
Forasmuch as M., and V., have consented
together in holy wedlock, and have witnessed
the same before God, and this company, and
‘thereto have pledged their faith either to

other, and have declared the same by joining

of hands; I pronounce that they are husband
and wife together, in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

And the minister ghall add this blesging:

God the Father, God the Son,God the Holy
- Ghost, bless, preserve,and keep you ; the Lord
mercifully with his favor look upon you, and
so fill you with all spiritual benediction and
grace, that ye may so live together in this
life, that in the world to come ye may have
life everlasting. Amen.

Then let prayer be offered.

10

-
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CHAPTER XV,

ORDER OF THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD.
‘The minister, meeting the corpse, ‘and going before
: 1% ghall gay, : ;

I am the regurrection and the life; he that
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet
shall he live: and whosoever liveth and be-

. lieveth in me, shall never die. John xi. 25, 26.
I know that my redeemer liveth, and that

he shall stand at the latter day upon the |

earth; and though after my skin worms de
stroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see
God ; whom I shall gee for myself, and mine
eyes sha.ll behold, a.nd not another Jo-b' Xix.
25-27. {

We brought nothmg into H;hls world, and it
is certain we can carry nothmg out. The
Lord gave,and the Lord hath taken away;
‘blessed be the name of the Lord. 1 Tim. vi.7;
Job i. 21.

At the grave, while the corpse is ’bemg laid i m the earth,
the minister shali say,

~ Man that is born of woman hath but a

short time to live, and is full of misery. He

L]
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cometh up, and is cut down hke a flower; he
fleeth as it were a shadow and never con-
tinueth in one stay.

In the midst of life we are in death: of

- whom may we seek for succor, but of thee, O

Lord, who for our sins art justly dlsplea.sed?

Yet, O Lord God most holy, O Lord most
mighty, O holy and most merciful Saviour, de-
liver us not into the bltter paing of eternal
death., : '

Thou knowest, Lord the secrets of our
hearts: shut not thy merciful ears to our -
prayers, but spare us, Lord most holy, O God
most mighty, O holy and most merciful Sa-
viour, thou most worthy Judge eternal, suffer
us not at our last hour for any pa,ms of death
to fall from thee,

Then, while the earth ahall be ‘cast upon the body, the
minister shall say,

. Forasmuch as it hath pleased Almighty God

in hig wise Providence, to take out of this
world the soul of our deceased brother, we
therefore commit %¢8 body to the ground:
earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust;
looking for the general Resurrection in the
last day, and the life of the world to come,
through our Lord Jesus Christ; at whose
second coming in glorious majesty to judge
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the world, the earth and the sea shall give up

their dead; and the corruptible bodies of

~ those who sleep in him ghall be changed, and
made like unto his own glorious body ; accord- ;
ing to the mighty working whereby he is ablo "!
- to subdue all things unto himself, '-

" Then shall be said:

1 heard a voice from heaven saying unto me,
Write: from henceforth blessed are the dead
who diein the Lord: even so, saith the Spirit, -
for they rest from their labors.

Then sghall the minister 8ay,

Qur Father who art in heaven, hallowed be
thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be
done on earth ag itis inheaven. Give us this
day our daily bread, and forgive us our tres-

- passes, as we forgive them that trespass
against us; and lead us not into tempta.tmn,
but deliver us from evil. Aman ‘

The Collect.

O merciful God, the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who is the resurrection and the
life: in whom whosoever believeth shall live,
though he die: and whosoever liveth and pe- .

. lieveth in him shall not die eternally; We .
meekly beseech thee, O Father, to raise us

et I | ' - 3
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from the déith of sin unto the life of _righte- ’
ousness, that when we shall depart this life
we may rest in him ; and at the general res
urrection on the last day, may be found ac-
~ ceptable in thy sight, and receive that bless.
ing which thy well beloved Son shall then
pronounce to all that love and fear thee, say-
ing, Come ye blessed of my Father, receive
the kingdom prepared for you from the be-
 ginning of the world. Grant this, we beseech
thee O merciful Father, through Jesus Christ
our Mediator and Redeemer. Amen., ;
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and

the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Ghost,be with us all evermore. Amen.

CHAPTER XVI.

CONFERENCE BOUNDARIES.

1. Genesee Conference.—The Genesee Con-
ference shall embrace that portion of the
State of New York lying west of the Genesee -
River, including Rochester, Mount Morris,
‘Groveland, Belmont, and Scio; also that part

of the State of Pennsylvania lying west of a |
~ .
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- line drawn due south from the eastern bor-
der of Potter county.

2. Illinois Conference.—The Illinois Con-
ference shall embrace the parts of Illinois

and Indiana not included in other Confer-

ences.
3. Susquehanna G’onfewnce —The Susque-

hanna Conference shall embrace the counties
~of Tioga, Lycoming, Sullivan and Bradford,

in the State of Pennsylvania, all that part of
the state of New York east of Genesee Cou.

- ference, and north of a line beginning at

Great Bend, in Pennsylvania, and running

due north to the Albany and Susquebanna

Railroad, thence east along said railroad to
Oneonta, and thence due east to the state of
~ Massachusetts ; but not including the villages
~ pituated 1mmed1a.tely upon that portion of
' the said Albany and Susquehanna Railroad.
4. Mwchigan Conference.—The Michigan
Conference shall embrace that portion of the
State of Michigan, not included in the North

‘Michigan Conference ; and that portion of

the State of Indiana running from Michigan
City south to Reynolds, Indiana ; thence due
~ east to the Ohio State line.

5. Kansas and Missouri Conference. --The'
Kansas and Migsouri Conference shall ems




brace the States of Kansas, Nebraska,Texas,

and that portion of Missouri not included in :

g other conferences. -

& © 6. Minnesota and Northern Iowa Confer-

" ~ence.—The Minnesota and Northern Iowa
Conference shall embrace the State of Min-
nesota, and the northern part of Iowa,down
to the south line of Cerro Gordo and Floyd

Counties, running east and west, across the
State.

7. New York C’onferenoe —The New York,
Conference ghall embrace all parts of the
States of New York and Pennsylvania not
included in the Gtenesee and Susquehanna
Conferences, and all that territory lymg due
east and gouth.

8. Iowa Conference—The Iowa Conference

- shall embrace that portion of the State of -
Missouri lying north of the Hannibal and
St. Joseph Railroad ; and all that portion of
the State of Iowa not included in the Min-
nesota and Northern Iowa Conference. |

9. Wisconsin Conference.—The Wisconsin
Conferenca shall include the State of WIB'
consin,

10. North Michigan OOnferonce o The
North Michigan Conference shall embrace

‘that portion of the State of Michigan lying

{
I
t
{ : : ;
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north of the base line from Lake St. Clair to
South Haven ; also the Province of Ontario,

in Canada, except that portion between

Lakes Erie and Ontario, east of the Welland
~ Canal,

11. Indiana and Central Illinois OOnfer-.'

‘ence.—The Indiana and Central Illinoig Con-
ference shall include that portion of the
State of Illinois south of a line running
from Keokuk on the Mississippi River, to
Peoria, Illinois; thence east through Lo-
gansport, Indiana, to the ]ine of the Chicago
and Indianapolis Railroad; thence south

on that railroad to Indlanapolls thence to
New Albany, on the Ohio River; and all

- that portion of the State of .Indiana,, gouth
and west of thege lines,

12. Ohio Oonference.—The Ohio Conference

- sha.ll embrace the State of Ohio, and that
portion of Indiana lying east of the Indiana
and Cenj;ml Illinois Conference.

ALY S S Sl U
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COURS]L OI‘ %TUDY

Preliminary Course for those who msh to Join

the Traveling Connection on Trial.

- English Grammar, Arithmetic, Modern

Geography, Free Methodist DlBClph ne, Spell-
ing and Composition.

FOR TRAVELI\TG PREACHERS
- FIRST YEAR,
| The Bible— Doctrines. _
 The existence of God; the Attributes of
God, namely, Unity, Spirituality, Eternity,
Omnipotence, Ubiquity, Omniscience, Immu-
tability, Wisdom, Truth, Justice, Mercy,
Love, Goodness, Holiness; the Trinity in
Unity ; the Deity of Christ; the Humanity
~of Christ ; the Union of Deity and Humanity,
Personality and Deity of the Holy Ghost;
Depravity ; Atonement; Repentance ; Justi-
fication by Faith ; Regeneration ; Adoption ;
the Witness of the Spirit s Growth in Grace ;
Christian Perfection; Possibility of Final
Apostacy ; Immortality of the Soul; Resur-
rection of the Body; General Judgment;
Rewards and Punishment.
Watson’s Institutes, First Part; Binney’s
- Compend ; Wesley’s Plain Account of Chris-
tmn Perfection ; Quackenboss 8 Rhetoric.

"
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Cmnpo%tzon
Essay or Sermon, - :
Read Wesley’s Sermons; Arthur's Tongue
of Fire ; Roberts’ Fishers of Men ; and Bow-
- en '8 Orlgm of the Free Methodlst Church,

SECOND YEAR,
The Bible—8aeraments. |
The Sacrament of Baptism—Its Nature,
Design, Obligation, Subjects and Mode; the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper——Its Nature,
Design and Obllgatmn |
Watson’s Institutes, second part ; WOQd’s
Perfect Love; Wayland’s Moral Science;
‘Angug’ Hand-Book of the Bible, first part,
Composition, .
Essay or Sermon.
Read: Bangs History of Methodism

THIRD YEAR.

The Bible— History and Chronology.
Candidates to be prepared upon the lead.
ing events in the Old and New Testaments ;
Watgon’s Institutes, third part; Angus’
Hand-Book of the Bible, second part ; True's
Logic; Moshelm 8 Church Hlstory '

OOmposttwn
Esgay or Sermon.
Read Fletcher'’s Works.
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| FOURTH YEAR.
. Review of the whole Course,
Watson’s Institutes, fourth part
| Butler 8 Analogy

Composition.
~ Essay or Sermon.

~[D’Aubigne’s History of the Reformation®
Wayland’s Intellectual Philosophy.] '

FOR LOCAL PREACHERS, .

O’owrse of Study wn which to be e:vammed by .
the: quwrterly confarencea S

FmsT YEAR.
_ " Bible— Doctrines. |
- Repentance, Justification, Adoption, Sanc-
tification and the Divinity of Christ.
Binney’s Compend, first half.

Read Wesley’s Sermons, first vol., and
Fishers of Men.

SECOND YEAR.
Bible—Sacraments.
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.
Binney’s Compend, second part.

Read Wesley’s Sermons, second vol,, and
Arthur’s Tongue of Fire ’

e
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For Looal Preachers who wish to be ordained
Deacons.

The Bible—Doctrines. |
Binney’s Compend ; Wesley’s Plain Ae
~eount of Christian Perfection,

Read Arthur’s Tongue of F1re, and Rob-
erts’ Flshera of Men.

Kor Looal Deacons who wish to De ordm’nad
Jasi Hiders. |
The Bz’ble — Sacraments, History and
Chronology.; Wood's Perfect Love; Wes-
ley’s Sermons. .
. Read Watson’ s Life of Wesley, and Bow-
- en’s Origin of the Free Methodist Church
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- FORMS OF PROCEDURL

ORDER OF BUSINESS FOR OFFICIAL. BOARB‘
MEETINGS.

1 Ca.lhng of the Roll.
2. Reading of the minutes of the pmvmus

~ meeting.

8. Inquire, What amount of money has
been rajsed for rehglous purposes, and how e

. applied ?

4, What amount has been ra.ised for pa.s-
toral support ? '
5. Are any sick?
6. Are there any poor to be relieved ?
7. Are there any who walk disorderly and
1‘1 not be reproved?
. Are there any standing or special com.-

e mlttees to be appointed ?

9. Are there any reports from committees?
10. Are there any recommendations from
the society for licenses to exhort ? ol
Are there any exhorters’ hcenaes to be re-
newed? - e |
12. Are there any recommendatlons to the
Qua.rterly Conference for local prea.chera
licenges ? : _
'18. Is there any unfinished business?
14, Is there any new business?
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15. Are there any cdrrections- to be made
in the minutes ? |

ORDER OF PROCEDURE IN CASEB OF
; TRIAL.

I.—FORM FOR A BILL OF CHARGES.
1st. Charge. (Name the offence.)
~ 2d. Spmﬁcatwn (Name the act time and

_place) -
I, —CHARGE.
~ 1st, Spec@ﬁcatzon WA
2d. Specification. "
_ II.—FORM. :
Order to be observed tn conducting O'huroh
ireals.

1. Devotional exereises, :

~ 2. Reading of the action of the Socxety
Meeting by which the Committee to try the
case was appointed, and the names of the
Committee. | ol

8. The appointment of a Secretary. - |

4. Reading the Charges and Speclﬁcatlons
by the Secretary. : :

5. Answer by the accused in peraon or by .

counsel
6. Statement of the case, ‘and line of evi-

dence by the prosecution.
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n. Evidence for the prosecution, and cross.

examination by the defense. :
8. Statéement of the case and line of de-

tense, by the defense. .
" 9. Evidence for the defense, and cross-ex-

amination by the prosecution. |
10. Rebutting evidence for the p_rbsecuti‘bn,
11. Rebutting evidence for the defense.

12. Summing up of the case by the prose-

eution. e _
13. Summing up the casge by the defense.

14. In cage it be deemed proper to allow
~ the prosecution to reply, the defense shall
~ also be permitted to reply. |
15, The verdict. |
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INCORPORATION OF CHURCHES,
To hold property, every individual church

must have a legal incorporation. This must
be accomplished according to the laws of the

State in which the Church is located. In
several of the States the law is essentially the
same as in the State of New York. In New
- York, to incorporate in law, a religious socie-
ty, proceed as follows:

1. The preacher, or if there be none, a
steward or class leader; or if there be none,
a member of the church must publicly notify

the. congregation that a meeting of the
members of full age of the church and con-
gregation, will be held at such a time,in their
usual place of worship, for the p‘urposem'olf elect-
ing trustees of said church and congregation,
This notice must be given for two successive
Sabbaths, and the first time it is given must
be at least fifteen days before the-election,

2. At the time of election, two of the mem-
bers of the church or congregation, to be
nominated by a majority of the members pre-
sent, shall preside at such election, receive the
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: votes of the electors, and be the Judges of the.
qualification of such electors.
8. Any number of trustees may be chosen,
from three to nine. :
4. Immedmtely after the election, these two
.. members who presided at the election, must
_ fill out,and sign and seal, the following certi-
ficate,and acknowledge the same before some
officer authorized to take the acknowledg
“ment of deeds, and then record it in the
clerk’s office of the county in which said
church is located. :

Oartsﬁcate 0 Incm‘pomtwn of the Free
ethodist Chaurch.

'-We, the undersigned, two of the members
- of the church, hereafter mentioned, do hereby
certify, that on the day of instant,
the persons of full age, belonging to a
church in which divine worship is celebrated,
according to the rites of the Free Methodist
Church, and not already incorporated, met at
the place of public worship heretofore occupied
by the said church in the town of ,in said
county, for the purpose of incorporating them-
gelves, and did then and there elect, by plu-
rality of voices, A. B.,,C.D,and E.F., [notless

than three, nor more than nine,) as trustees of
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the said church and that the said persons did
then and there algo determine by the plurality
of voices,that the said trustees and their suc-
eessors should forever hereafter be called and
known by the name, or title, of “The Tms—
tees of the :

Witness our hands and soals, this day

of 18 {

Blgned and sealed in t.he _

- presence of _ - L. M. [us] -
H. [L.8]

8. T. ' e H

FORM OF DEED.

I'ms INDENTURE, Made this....day of....
m the year of our Lord one thousand _eight.
hundred and ﬁevénty ., BETWEEN.. . ..of
the first part, and . |_Here insert names of
I'rustees and name of the Corporation.]
- Trustees in trust for the uses and purposes
hereafter mentioned, of the second part,....
WirNessETH, That the said party of the
first part, in consideration of the sum of....

. .duly paid, ha... sold, and BY THESE
PrESENTS do....grant and convey to the
said party of the gsecond part,....and their
successors in office, ALL THAT TRAC'[‘ OR
PARCEL OF LAND situate in the....of....
(Here insert description of property conveyed.]
In trust for the use and benefit of the
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members of the Free Methodist Church in
the United States, and in further trust and.

confidence that in the House of Worship now

~erected or that may hereafter be erected om

said premises hereby conveyed, the seats shall

be forever free; and in further trust and con- =

fidence that the said Trustees and their suc-
cessors in office shall permit at all times, the
preachers who may be duly authorized ac-
cording to the Discipline of said Free Metho-
dist Church, to hold religious services in said

_ House of Worship, according to said diseipline.

‘WrTH THE APPURTENANOES, And all the es-
tate, title and interest therein of the said
party of the first part, And the gaid....
do....hereby covenant and agree to and with .
the said party of the second part,and their
‘successors, that the premises thus con-
veyed in the quiet and peaceable possession
of the said party of the second part, and
their successors’ in  office, will foréverW AR-

~ RANT AND DEFEND against any person

whomsoever lawfully claiming the same or
any part thereof, ' -

IN Wirness WHEREOF, The part.... . of
the firgt part ha. .. .hereunto set....hand....
and geal....the day and year first above
written,

Sealed and Delivered '?I-n Presenee of
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'APPENDIX -
SECTION I. .
fncorpommn of the Free Metkodwt (’hufrch

“An Act to Incorporate the Free Methodist
General Conference of North America,
passed April 80th, 1873.”

-The people of the State of New York,
represented-in Senate and Assembly, do en-
act ag follows: -
| SECTION 1st. The General Conference of

~the Free Methodist Church of North Amer-

ica, shall be, and is hereby declared to be a

corporate and politic body, by the name and

style of the *Free Methodist General Con-
ference of North America,” and by that name

_ it shall have perpetual succession: shall be

capable of sneing and being sued in any
court whatever: and shall have and use a
common seal, which they may alter and
change at pleasure.

2. It shall be lawful for the regular mem-
bers of said Gieneral Conference, at its regu-
lar Constitutional meetings, to appoint such
officers, and to make and ordain such by-laws
and regulations in relation to the manage-
ment and disposition of their real and per-
sonal estate, the duties of their officers, and

i
:t.!
1

W e wr
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eiving any property,—real,
mixed,—by virtue of any devise, bequest,
grant or purchase subject to the restrictions
and limitations of existing laws; provided =
the annual income of such property shall not
exceed the sum of two hundred thousand
dollars, and that the same shall be appro-
priated to religious, charitable missionary,

or educational purposes and to sell, deed
and convey any real or personal property, -
‘when necessary to serve the purposes of the .
corporation,

4. 'I'he officers of . sald corporation shall o
‘hold over until their successors are elected
and quallﬁed and shall exercise such powers
and do such duties as ghall be authorized by
the by-laws of said corporation.

0. This act shall take effectimmediately.”

II—1. The following named persons shall
be the trustees of the ‘‘ Free Methodist Gen-

APPENDIX,

~ the management of the corporate offices, 88
they shall think proper; provided they are
not inconsistent with the Constitution of the
Unlted States. | :
3. The said Uorporatlon shall ha.ve power
to hold in trust Church property, and deeds
of other beneficent,educational or publishing
nstitution ; and of taking, holding and re-
personal or



=
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eral OOnferenqe of North America,” as pro-
vided for in the Act of Corporation, passed
April 30th, 1873, by the legislature of the
State of New York, to-wit: J. Travis, J. G,

- Terrill, John Ellison, J. L. Wa.rd 0. P Rog-
ers, D. W. Abrams. ]

2. The said trustees shall have full power
to take possession of and to receive and hold,
subject to the order and direction of the
General Conference, any property, real, or
personal, or mixed, which may be owned by -
or belong to the said General Conference,
by virtue of any devme bequest grant or
purchase. -

3. The said trustees shall be divided into
 two classes, as follows, to-wit : |
The first class shall comprise, %] Elhson,
J. L. Ward, O. P. Rogers. :
" The second class shall compnse J. Travxs
J. G. Terrill, D. W. Abrams.

. The first class elected this year shall hold o
their office for four years, and untll othera
shall be appointed in their place.

The second class shall hold the1r office

* N, B.—At the Geneml Oonference of 1878, B. T.
~ Roberts and BE. P. Hart were elected in the places of
J. Ellison and J. L. Ward O. P. Rogers wasre- -elected.
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'elght years, and until others” shall be ap-
pointed in their place.

4. The said trustees shall elect thelr pres.
ident, secretary and treasurer, who ghall
perform” the duties usually perta.mmg to
their office.

5. The said trustees shall make a full re-
port of all their proceedmga to each succes-

- sive General Conference. : | |

6. If the place of any of these trusteea. o
shall become vacant durmg the intervals of
a General Conference, it shall be filled by
the remaining trustees. |

7. SEAL.—We recommend the procuring
of a geal ingcribed, ¢ The Free Methodist
General Conference of N. A.”

8. Form of & bequest of money, or other
- personal property :

“1 give and bequeath to the Free Metho-
dist General Conference of North America,
the sumofiiiv il dollars, to be used,
and appmpnated by that body to rel1gmus,
<haritable, mlsslonary, or educa.tlonal pur-

- pos'gs | |
' Real Estate :
““I grant-and devige ( full descmptwn of the
land) o .

—i
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SECTION II.

Decisions of Superintendents, approved bv
Qeneral Conferences, and General Confer-
ence ResoZutwns having the force of law.

RESOLUTIONB OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE

or 1866.

Nos 1 and 2.—ON THE SECRETARYSHIP, .

— Resolved, That the Secretary, when elect-

~ed, shall hold his office until his sucéessor is
elected.

- That the Secretary be the custodian of the

General Conference Records and Journal,

~ No. 3.—0ON Hor-GrOWING,—That in our
opinion, the raigsing of hops for the general

market, ig a violation of the rule of Disci-

pline prohibiting “ evil of every kind;” and
‘algo the rule prohibiting the doing ‘“ of what
~ we know is not for the glory of God.”

No. 4 —ON THE GENERAL SUPERINTEND-

ENCY.— Resolved, That the Executive Com-
mittee be empowered to elect an additional

Superintendent, if in their judgment the
. cause of (God demands it.

No. 5.—ON MisstoNs.— Resolved, That the
General Superintendent have charge of all

missions outside of the recognized bounds of

an Annual Conference
No 6 —ON BOUNDARIES — Resolved, That
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any question of boundaries that may arise,
be referred to the Executive Committee.

No. 7. — DISAPPROVAL OF CONFERENCE
ACTION.—Resolved, 1st, The action of the
Susquehanna Conference, in passing a cer.
- tain resolution on the use of tobacco, be dis-
approved ; the said Conference having tran.
scended its powers, in attempting to enact
laws. [The resolution referred towas passed
by the Susquehanna Conference of 1866, and
read as follows : “ Resolved, That if any of
the preachers of this Conference are known
to indulge in the use of tobacco, either by
chewing or smoking, during the coming
year, they shall, at the next session of the
Conference, be discontinued from the travel-
ing connection.”]

2. That the action of the Susquehanna
Conference in receiving W. J. Selby into full
connection after but one year’s trial, be dis-
approved. - :

LAw QuUesTiON.—The following question
was agked: “ Hag an Annual Conference au-
thority, under the Discipline, to try & proba-
tioner upon charges of immoral conduct?

Conference voted nay—12 to 5. |
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DECIRIONS APPROVED BY THE GENERAL CON-
. FERENCE OF 1870.

On delegates from charges under supplies :

The decision of the President on the fol.
lowing question was sustained: Is a charge
having one preacher appointed by an Annual
Conference, and one acting asa supply under
the appointment of a District Chairman, en-

titled to two delegates in an Annual Confer-

ence? Answer, Yes.
On admitting ministers to oonferenca seata

It was decided by the President, that as all
the Disciplinary questions may be acted
on at any time during the session of an
Annual Conference, it is right to report min-
1sters received into full connection,as having
a seat in the conference. On motion, Con-
ference sustained the decision.
On determining how accused local prea,ohoﬂ

shall be tried :
The answer to the followmg_ law ques-

tions, made by the Superintendent at the .

trial of an appeal case of N. E. Williams,

was on motion approved:
Who has the right to determine whether

an accused local preacher shall be tried be-

fore a Quarterly Conference, or by a commit-
tee?

e s
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Answer. The Chairman of a District; but
his decision may be questioned, and it must

then be referred to to the Annual Conferenee
for decision. :

RESOLUTIONS OF 1870

 No.1—ON CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS.—
No Annual Conference shall pass regolutions

or adopt reports interpreting_Discipline, and
then hold any minister or member to trial

- for violating such resolutions or reports.
No. 2—Every member of our church in

good standing, desirous of removing his

membersghip to another circuit, or of uniting

with any other Evangelical Chureh, is enti-
tled to a certificate of his good standing.

No. 3—ON CERTIFICATES OF MEMBERSHIP,
No person who wishes to leave our gociety,
without uniting with any other society or
church, is entitled to a certificate of mem.

- bership,

No. 4—If. complalnts are ma.de against &

~ member, involving immorality ora violation

of our rules, he is entitled to a speedy trial,
unless said complaints be otherwise disposed
of. '

No. 5—Resolved, That no Secretary of any

Annual Conference, has a right to insert

! -ﬁ"
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anything in the conference records, other
than actual conference business. -

Resolved, That we disapprove of the prac-
tice of calling a Quarterly Conference togeth-
er, in any other way than that prescnbed by
Dlsclplme |

RESOLUTION ADOPTED, 1874
- Resolved, That it is the sense of this Con.
ference that the rule of our Discipline, for-
bidding the wearing of gold,applies to those
who wear gold wedding rings. s
DECISION ACTED ON| BY GENERAL CONFER-
ENCE OF 1378.

In the case of 8. liwin, who was refused
admission as delegate to the New York Con-
ference; it being claimed that he was not a
member of the church which had elected

him, Ll ek
The President held * That in the admission
of a delegate to which objection is made, an
Annual Conference may inquire, !
1st. If the society meeting was held, and
the election fairly conducted accordlng tothe
Discipline,

2d. If the returns were correct;ly made.

3d. If the person elected was eligible.

But the chair decided that each society has
the right te determine who are its members ;
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that an Annual Conference has no rlght to
decide who are or who are mot members of
any particular society.”

This decision was appealed from and the._
Conference voted not to susta.m the chair— "
by 11 nays, 6 yeas. |

This action wasre ported by the Committee
~on Conference Records, of the General Con.
ference of 1878, as a violation of Discipline.
The report was adopted, thus sustammg the
decision of the President.

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED, 1878.

No. 1—ON LEAVING THE APPOINTMENTS
OF PREACHERS TO THE PRESIDENTS OF CON-
FERENCES.— Resolved, That we unanimously
disapprove of the practice of leaving the ap-
pointments of preachers to the Presidents of
the Conferences, that seems to be growing
upon us, as the records of the annual confer:
ences show.

N. B.—This resolution was ﬁrs* adopted ‘by the
Committee on Conference Records, and on presenta-

tion in their report, was adopted by the General Con-
ference. .

No. 2——0N PAST DNACTMENTS RESOLU-
TIONS, ETC.

Resolved, That all enactments, decisions,

and resolutions of the various General Con-

ferences, that are inconsistent with our Dis.

]
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clphne as revised by this General Conference,

are hereby repealed.

No. 3—ON SALARIES OF GENERAL SUPER-.
. INTENDENTS --Resolved, That the salaries

of our General Superintendents be raised by
- conference eollections; and that the Execu-
tive Committee be instructed to make the

5 .

. apportionment to the respective conferences

and so arrange the time for taking the col-

lections for the same among said conferences

that sgome shall be taken in each quarter of

the year.

N. B.—All General Confererce resolutions huve the
" force of la.w :

H R
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