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The one essential to obtain a sound,
Christian experience, and establish a
solid, religious character, and lead a
useful, religious life, is honesty of pur-
pose. . If any man will do my will, he
shall know of the docirine. The most
favorable circumstances will fail to
make a saint of one whois vacillating
in his determination. The greatest
disadvantages will but add to the final
triumph of one who has the honesty to
welcome the light, and the courage to
follow it.

Legh Richmond belonged to an old,
respected family in England. He was
educated at Trinity College, Cambridge.
He was a diligent, conscientious stn-
dent. He was designed for the law;
but forming a dislike to the profession,
he entered the ministry of the estab-
lished church. In the summerof 1797,
within a few weeks, he became, as he
expressed it, ‘‘academically a Master
of Arts, domestically a husband, pa-
rochially a deacon.”

He was ordained curate of Brading
and Yaverland—two secluded villages
in the Isle of Wight. He knew but
little of the things of God; but he
aimed to do his duty and benefit his peo-

ple. Hislife was exemplary; his ser-
mons interesting; but he was a stran-
ger to vital godliness. The perusal
of Wilberforce’s ‘Practical View of .
Christianity,” was made a great bless-
ing to his soul. He gave. himself to
God, that he might do the work of an
evangelist. He not only preached with
zeal, but he went around among his
people, instructing- them and seeking,
in every possible way, to promote their
spiritual welfare. -He labored here
seven years with marked success.
Many interesting conversions took
place, and a sensible reformation was
effected in the community. :
Going to London, where he preached
for a short time, he was in 1804 made
a rector of Turvey, in Bedfordshire,
where he remained until his death.
His ldbors here were greatly blessed.
His sermons, almost always extem-
porary, were in the demonstration of
the Spirit and of power. “ Why,” he
would say, “ why need I labor when
our simple villagers are far more use-
fully instructed in my plain, easy,
familiar manner? The only result
would be that I should address them
in astyle beyond their comprehension.”
His readiness of utterance, and his
fervent style of address and aptness of
illustration made him in great demand
as a platform speaker. In his domes-
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tic relations, Mr. Richmond was hap-
py. But affliction came.  In 1825,
his second son, a promising youth of
nineteen, died of consumption. He
submitted as a Christian; but mourned
as a father. In a few months, intelli-
gence came that his eldest son had
died on a vovage from India to Eng-
land. These afflictigns took hold of
his body, worn by incessant labors.
He took a violent cold in March, 1827,
which brought on the pieurisy, from
which he seemed to recover. But
he felt that his work was nedrly done.
He knew the agony that separation
would bring to his beloved family, so
he scarcely hinted to them of his de-
parture ; but to a brother minister, he
expressed his conviction that the end
was near; and in striking words,
professed his firm reliance on Christ,
and his confidence of eternal Ilife
through the infinite merits of His
atonement. On the 8th of May, he
calmly and peacefully fell asleep in
Jesus. His end was such as he had
pm_\'ved for. In “ The Young Cottager,”
after deseribing the uzeful course and
pleasant termination of a genile rivu-
let, he says: “ Like this stream may
I prove the poor man’s friend by the

way, and water the sounls that thirst

for the river of life” wherever I meet

them. Ardif it pleases Thee, O my
God, let my latter end 1

be like this
brook! It calmly, though .not quite

silently. flows thro this scene of

peace and loveliness, befare it

Let me thus gently

enters the

close my davs likewise

and may Inot
rs of the good-
-3 and mercy of my Saviour till I

e at the vas!
ilis prayer was fully answered. He

nsefully tell to ot

) of eternity.”

still preaches in his writings, and
probably will to the end of time. His
great work, “ The Fathers of the Eng-
lish Church,” presents in a small com-
pass the most valuable of the remains
of its early martyrs and confessors.
It was received with favor and awak-
ened a general interest in the reform-
ers. But he is most widely known by
his smaller works, *“ The Annals of the
Poor,” sach as ‘““The Dairyman’s
Daughter,” and the “ Young Cottager.”
There is in them such evident truth-
fulness, down to the smallest particu-
lars; such genuine simplicity, such
unaffected piety and deep pathos that
they find their way to every heart
They have been translated iuto twenty
different languages, and millions of
copics have been sold. The Emperor
\lexander of Russia sent the author
@ présont, 28 @ lestimony of ihe bigh
appreciation he had of these simple
narratives. We know of nothing in
the KEnglish langnage more affecting
thun *‘The Young Cottager.” We
wish to give our readers just enough
extracts from it to induce them all—
old and young—to procure and read it.
It is one of- the few unexceptionable
nocks found -in nearly every list of

ith-school publieatious.

begin with his acquaintance
p

June S:—— was the dauchter of

ministry.. My acquaint

commenced when she was tw
y B

of age, by her w
my house amon
dren whom 1T invited a
structed every Satard
They used to read, rej

- psalms, hymns, and port

tuare.
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I accustomed them also to pass
a kind of free conversational examina-
tion, according to their age and ability,
in those subjects by which I hoped to
see them made wise unto salvation..

In the summer evenings, I fre-
quently used to assemble this little
group out of doors in my garden, sit
ting nnder the shade of some trees,
which protected us from the heat of the
sun. [rom hence a scene appeared
which rendered my occupation the
more interesting ; for adjeining the spot
where we sat, and only separated from
us by a fence, was the church-yard,
surrounded with beautiful prospects in
every direction.

I could point to the heaving sods
that marked the different -graves, and
separated them from each other, and
tell my pupils that. young as they were,
none of them were too young to die;
and that probably more than half - the
bodies which were buried there were
those of little children. I bence took
occasicn to speak of the nature and
value of a soul, and to ask them where
they expected their sonls to go when
they departed hence, and were -no
more seen on earth.

He sometimes sent the children io
learn instructive epitaphs which he had
selected for the purpose. ;

Little Jane, on one occasion,
having completed her task, learmed

after

another which struck her fanéy. We

give the last stanza: :

1t '.\‘1‘.0!’L~by
o 1‘0"’ die ;
t‘1 tomb,

b
A life ot‘ endless

The a
covered tha
pressed had .much affe 1
at this period 1 2w nothin

¢ often been sm

L\pmn‘ s 1o cunu

author says, “1I af
that the senti

known to us all; except that, as Isince
found out, her reuu]antv and absti.
nence from the sin and follies of her
young equals in age and station, brought
upon her many taunts and jeers from
others, which she bore very meekly.
Buat at that time I knew it not.

I was young myselt in the minis-
try, and younger in Christian experi-
ence. My parochial plans had not as
vet assumed snch a prineiple of practi-
cal order and i inquiry as to make me
acquainted with the character and con-
duoct of each family and individual in
my flock.

I was then quite a learner, and had
much to learn.

And what am I now? A learner
still; and if 1 have learned anvthing,
it is this, that T have every day more
and more yet to learn. Of this I am
certain ; that my young schelar soon
becawe my teacher. I first saw what
true religion could accomplish, in wit-
nessing her experience of it. The
Lord once called a little child unto
him, and set him ‘in the midst of his
disciples as an emblem and illustration

his doctrine.  But the Lord did
more in the case of little Jane He
not only called her as a child 10 show
by a similitude, what conversion means;
but he also called her by his grace to
be a vessel of mercy and a living wit-
uess of that Almighty powsr and love
by which her own heart was turned to
God.

At length little Jane was
from his weekly ga t}ermos

A paor, old, mm.~ woman of the vil-
informed bhim that Jenny was

and added:

‘*She wants to see you. sir; but is
afraid yon would not come to see such
voung child as sheis.” ~
oo where poverty and sick
call me! How can she im-
At which hause

missed

]il‘_*.—‘

serionsly ill,
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Her near neighbors are noisy, wicked
people, and her own father and mother
are strange folks. They all make game
at poor Jennie, bevause she reads her
Bible so much.”

“Do not tell me about poor places.
and wicked people; that is the very
situation where a minister of the Gos-
pel is called to do the most good. I
shall go to see her. You may let her
know my intention.”

“1 will, sir. T goin most days to
speak to her, and it does omne’s heart
good to hear her talk.”

“Indeed what does she talk a,bout ke

“Talk about, poor thing! Why
nothing but good things, such as the
Bible, and Jesus L,hust and life, and
dea,th and her soul, and heaven and
hell, a,nd your discourses, and the books
you used to teach her, sir. Her father
says he'll have no such godly doings
in his house; and her own mother
scoffs at her, and says she supposes
Jenny counts herself better than other
folks. But she does not mind all that.
She will read her books, and then talk
so pretty to her mother, and beg that
she would think about her soul.”

The next morning he went to see
her.

I found no .one in the house
with her, except the woman who had
brought in the message on the evening
before. The instant I locked on the

- girl, T perceived a very marked change

in her countenance; it had acquired
the consumptive hue, both white and
red. A delicacy unknown to it befors,
quite surprised me, owing to the alter-
ation it produced in her look. She
received- me first with a very sweet
smile, and then instantly burst into a
flood of tears. just sobbing, and— -

“T am so glad to see you, sir.”

“T am very much concerned at your
being so ill, my child, and grieved that
I was not sooner aware of your state.
But I hope the Lord desigus it for your
good.” Her eyes, not her tongue,
powerfully expressed, “I hope and
think he does.”

* Well, my poor child, sinceé you can
no longer come to see me, I will come
and see you, and we will talk over the
subjects which I have been used to ex-
plain to you.”

** Indeed, sir; I shall be so glad.”

“ Are you really desirous, my dear
child, to be a true Christian ?”

“0 yes, sir; I am sure 1 desire that
above all things.” :

“1 was astonished and delighted at
the earnestness and sxmp'lclty with
which she spoke these words.

“Sir,” added shg, “1 have been
thinking as I lay on my bed for many
weeks past,- how good you are to in-
struct us poor children. What must
become of us without it ?”

“Have you ever felt any uneasiness
on account of your soul ?”

“Q! yes, sir; a great deal. When
vou used to talk to us children on Sat-
urdays, I often felt as if I could hardly
bear it, and wondered that others could
seem so careless. I thought] was not
fit to die. I thought of all the bad
things I had ever done and said, and
believed God must be very angry with

e; for you often told us that God
would not be mocked ; and that Christ
said, if we were not converted, we
could not get to heaven. Indeed, sir,
I used to feel very uneasy.”

“ And what effect did these thoughts
produce in your mind ?"

“Sir, I tried to live better, and did
leave off many bad ways; but the more
I strove, the more difficuit I found it,
my heart,seemed so hard.”

" Her conviction for sin was deep and
Scriptural.

“I had one day been thinking that
I was neither fit to live nor die; for I
could find no comfort in this World, and
I was sure I deserved none. in the
other.”

“ My dear child, what is the mean-
ing of the word Gospe19 3

* Good news.’

“Good news for whom ?”

“ For wicked sinners; sir.”

“ Who sends this geod news for
wicked sinners ?”
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“The Lord Almighty.”

“ And who brings this good news ?”

“ Sir, you brought it to me.”

Here my soul melted in an instant,
and I could not repress the tears which
the emotion excited. The last answer
was equally unexpected and affecting.
I felt a father's tenderness and grati-
tude for a new and first born child,

Thus the narrative proceeds. The |~
minister visited her daily, and led her
on, and she, all unconscious to herself,
was leading him on in the divine life.
After visiting her one day, he went
into a retired spot for meditation.

“T was,” he adds, “led into a deep
self-examination, and was severely ex-
ercised with fear and apprehension
whether 1 was myself a real pariaker
of those divine mﬂuences which I could
so evidently discover in her. Sin ap-
peared to me just then to be more than
ever “ exceeding sinful.” Inward and
inbred corruption made me tremble.

. The danger of self-deception in so great

a matter alarmed me. [ was a teacher
of others; but was I indeed spiritually
taught myself ?”

A spirit of anxious inquiry ran
through every thought.

“Sin, sin, is the bane of mortality,

and heaps confusion upon confusion,

wherever it prevails.”

“Yet,” saith the voice of Promise.
“Sin shall not have dominion over
you.” O! then, may I yield myself-
unto God, as one that is alive from the
dead, and my members as instruments
of righteousness unto, God! And thus
may I become an able ‘and willing
minister of the New Testament !

Thus did this poor, uneducated child
become a teacher to others.

The account of the communion sea-
son was most affecting. But we must
pass it over. If we inserted everything
that is deeply interesting, we should
copy the whole.

But we cannot omit her conversation

with .ber mother. It was toward the
last. Mr. Richmond had entered the

cottage unperceived ; and as he heard .

Jane talking with her mother, he waited
so as not, to interrupt the conversation.

“Mother! mother! I have not long
to live. My time will be very short.
But I must indeed, say something for
your sake before I die. O mother!
you have a soul—you have a soul;
and what will become of it when you
die? O my mother! I am’ so uneasy
about your sounl.”

0O dear! I shall lose my child ; she
will ‘die, and what shall I do when you
are gone, my Jenny" she sobbed
aloud.

*‘ Mother, think about your soul
Have not you neglected that?”

“YesI'have been a wicked creature,
and hated all that was good. What
can I do?”

‘ Mother, you must pray to God to
pardon you for Christ’s sake. You
must pray.”

“Jenny, my child, I cannot pray;
I never did pray in a.ll my life. I am
too wicked to pray.”

 Mother, 1 have been wanting to
speak to you forfa long time, but 1 was
afraid to do it. (Y ou did not like me to
say anything about religion, and I did
not know how to begin. But, indeed,
mother I must speak now or it may be
too late. 1 wish Mr. was here,
for he could talk to you better than 1
can. But, perhaps, you wiil think of
what I say, poor as it is, when I am
dead. I am but a young child and not
fit to speak about such things to any-
body. But, mother yvou belong to me
and I cannot bear to think of your per-
ishing forever. My Lord and Saviour
has shown me my own sin and corrup-
tions; He loved me =2nd gave himself
for me He died and He rose again; 1
want to praise bhim for it forever and
ever. I hope I shall see him in heav-
en; but I want to seé youn there too,
mother. Do, pray do ledve off swear-
ing and other bad ways; go to church,
hear our minister speak about Jesus
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Christ, and what he has done for wick-
ed sinners. He wishes well to souls.
He taught me the way, and he, will
teach you, mother. Why did you al-
ways go out of the house when -you
knew he was coming? Do not be
angry with me, mother; I only speak
for your good. But I have seen my
error. I was in the broad road leading
to destraction, like many other children
in the parish; and the Lord saw me
and had mercy upon me.’

But we must pass on to the end.
As death approached, the minister was
seut for. He says:

I found no one below; I paused a
few minutes, and heard the girl's voice
very faintly saying:

“ Do you think he will come? 1
should be glad—so very glad to see
him before [ die.”

I ascended the stairs, her tather,
mother, and brother, together with the
elderly woman before spoken of, were
in the chamber. Jaue's countenance
pore the marks of speedy dissolution,
Yet, although death was manifest in
the languid features, there was soue-
thing, more than ever interesting in the
whole of her externalaspeet. The mo-
ment.she saw me, a reneéwed vigor
beamed in her eyes, grateful ar"fu,uon
sparkled in her dying face.

Although she had spol\ml just before
I entered, yet for some time after-
wards she was silent, bpt never took
her eyes off me. There was animation
in her look, there was more, something
like a foretaste of heaven seemed to be
felt, and gave an irrepressible character
of spiritual beauty even in death.

At lengtb she said:

¢ This is very kind, sir: T am going
fast. 1 was afraid I should never see
you again in this world.” -

I said ““ My child are you resigned
to die ?” :

“ Quite.”.

“ Where is your hope ?” ;

She lifted her finger, pointing to
heaven, and then directed the same

. downward to her own heart saying suc-

cessively as she did so,
and Christ Aere.”

These words accompanied by the ac-
tion, spoke her meaning more solemnly
than can easily be conceived.

A momentary spasm’ took place.
Looking towards her weeping mother,
she said, “I am very cold—but it is
no matter—it will soon be over.”

She closed her eyes for abount a min-
ute, and, on opening them again said,
“T wish, sir, when I am gone, you
vould tell the other children of the par-
ish, how good the Lord has been to me,
a poor sinner ; tell them that they who
seek him early will find him; tell
them, the ways of sin and ignorance
are the ways to ruin; tell—and pray tell
them, sir, from me that Christ is in-
deed the Way, the Truth, and the

¢ Christ there,

Life. He will in no wise cast out any

that ccme. Tell them thatl, a poor
girl 3

She was quite exhausted, and sunk
for awhile into a torpid state from
which however she recovered gradu-
ally, nttering these expressions.

“%Where am I. T thought I was go-
iug——Lord save me.” S

My dear child, you will scon be for-
ever in his arms, who is now guiding
vou by his rod and staff through the
valley of the shadow of death.”

“ T believe so, indeed I do,” said she
“T long to be with him. O how good,
how great, ‘how merciful. Jesus save
me, help me through this last trial.”’

She then gave one hand to her father,
the other to her mother, and gaid, ¢ God
bless you, God bless you—seek the
Liord—think of me when I am gone—
it miay be for yonr good—remember
your souls. O, for Christ’s sake remem-
ber your souls—then all may be well.
You cannot think what I have felt for
both of you. Lord pardon and save my
dear father and mother.”

She then took hold of her brother’s
hand saying, ““ Thomas I beg of you to
leave off your bad ways—read the Bi-
ble—I give you mine—I have found it
a precious book. Do you not remem-
ber your little brother, who died some
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. years since ? He was prayiag to the last |

moment of his life. Learn to pray
while you are in health, and you will
find the comfort and power of it when

PULPIT EARNESTNESS.

It is recorded of the devoted John
Welch that he used to keep a plaid up-

you come to die; bat, first of all, pray | on his bed, that he might wrap himself

for a new heart—without it you will
never see (God in Eleaven.
present . ways lead to misery and ruin.
May the Lord turn your heart to .ove
and follow Him.” g

#Christ’s blood cleanseth from all
sin,” said the dying child.

She turned to me with a look of
sarprising earnestness and animation,
saying : o :

*“ You, sir, have been my very best
friend on'earth. You have taught me
the wuy to Heaven, and I love and
thank ) ou for it; you have borne with
my weakoess and my ignorance; you
have spoken to me of the love of
Christ, and He has made me to feel it
in my hedrt. T shall see Him face 10
face. He will never leave me nor
forsake .me. He is the same, and
changes not. Dear sir, God bless yon !”

The child suddenly rose up, with an
unexpected exertion, threw her livid.
wasted arm around e, as [ sat on the
bed-side, Jaid her hand on my shouider,
and said distinetly : :

“i30d bless and reward you; giv
thanks for me to Him; my soul is
saved! Christ is everything to me.
Sir, we shall meet in Heaven—shull we
not? Then all will be peace—peace
—peace!” ;

She sunk back on the bed, and spoke
no mure—heaved a deep sigh—smiled
—and died!

Thus early died in holy trinmph, one
whose surroundings were .anything but
favorable to a life of piety and a happy
death. We had intended to give only the
merest outline of this deeply interest-
ing and instructive book ; but knew not
where to stop. It will do you all—old

and young—good to read this little
book.. Itis adapted to ministers of
the Gospel as much as to Sabbath-
school scholars.

Your | prayer.

in it when he rose during the night for
Sometimes his wife found him
upon the ground, weeping. When she
complained, he would say, “Oh,
woman ! I have the souls of three thou-
sand to answer for, and I know not
how it is with many of them.” Pox-
sessed of such a sense of respousibility
to God and to the people of his charge,
how can any true minister of the cross
withhold himself fron: an earnest devo-
tion to his work of arousing souls, und
pointing them to Christ? He feels his
momentous .responsibility during the
week, while prepariug the beateu oil
for the sanctuary. [t isever with him.
It haunts him in the silent watches of
the night. It absorbs his thonglts; and
speaks out in every fervent utterance
of his closet. :

Butitis in the pulpit that the earnest
ambassador for Christ feels the long
suppressed solicitude break forth in an
overflow of fervid and pathetic expos-
tulations. W hatever is most powerful
in. argument, or most winning in en-
treaty, or most. thrilling in appeal, he
seizes upon and apprepriates to his
mighty theme. He pleads; he warus;
he invites; he poiuts, now to the yawn-
ing pit, red with the fires of perdition,
and now to the Cross, streaming witha
Saviour’s bloed. “The very graudeur
of his theme possesses him. [t leads
him away from the influence of time
and sense about him. For the tine
“being he is no louger of this world. He
is surrounded by other and mightier
auditors. The light of eternity plays
about him, and reveals the tremendous
pomp of the Judgement-scene. To his
eye the awful consummation has al-
ready appeared. The Judge is de-
scending. The books are opening. The
heavens are passing away with a great
noise. The angels are separating the
vast multitudes to the rigit hand and
to the left band of the Judge, and
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among them he sees his own hearers!
Some of them are crowned with the
unfading crown ; and some of them—
appalling - sight! are driven out wailing
to the gates of despair !

With sach a spectacle before him,
with the shrieks of his perishing neigh-
bors ringing in his very ears, can any
appeal be too importunate, can any en-
treaty be too earnest, ? Is itany mar-
vel that he is ready to throw himself

across the pathway of the sinner, and

entreat him not to-commit the eternal
snicide ? KBven if his overwhelming
solicitude moves him to tears, he feels
that it is better for him to weep here,
thaw, for his hearers to weep in hell.

It was with emotions akin to those
which. I have been attempting to de-
scribe, that the great A postle set before
the trembling Felix the realities of a
coming Judgement, and startled the
proud Agrippa on his marble throne.
It was with such emotions that the fer-
vid Whitefield was borne on in his im-
passioned oratory, until his auditors
became as dead men under his feet.
Such was the intense agony of Bun-
yan, when he “ went to his people in
chains to preach to them in chains ; and
carried that fire in his conscience which
he persuaded them to be aware oi”
So felt the holy Rutherford  when he

that your heaven would be two heav-
ens to me; and the salvation of each
of you as two salvations to me.” Ra-
diant will be the crown of such a minis-
ter of Christ amid the glories of Para-

stars.—7. L. Cuyler.

———

—Never forget that the end of a ser-
mon is the salvation of the people.

— As you love your souls, beware of
the world ; it has slain its thousands
and tens of thousands. - What ruined
Lot's wife ? The world. What ruined
Judas? The world. What ruined
Simon Magus ? The world. And “what

SPURGEON’S CONVERSION.

I had been aboit five years in the
most fearful distress of mind, as a lad.
If any human being ever felt more of
the terrors of God’s law, I can, indeed,
pity and sympathize with him. Bun-

yan’s ¢ Grace Abounding” coutains, in
the main, my history. Some abysses he
went into I never trod ; but some into
which I plunged he seems uever to
have known.

I thought the sun was blotted out of
my sky ——Lhat I bad so sinned against
God that there was no hélp for me. I
praved—the Lord knoweth how I pray-
ed; but I never had a glimpse of an
answer that I knew of. I searched the
word of God; the promises were more
alarming than the threatenings. 1 read
of the privileges of the people of God.
but with the fullest persmasion that
they were not for me. The secret of
my distress was this: I did not know
the Gospel. 1 was in a Christian land,
I had Christian parents; but J did not
fully understand the freeness and sim-
plicity of the Gospel plan.

I attended all the places of worship
in the town where Ilived, but I honest-
1y believe I did not hear the Gospel
fully preached. I do not blame the
men, however. One man preached the
divine sovereignty. I could hear him
with pleasure ; but what use was that
to a poor sinner. who wished to know
what he should do to be saved ? There
was another admirable man whoalways
preached the law; but what was the
use of plowing up ground that wanted
to be sown? Another was a great
practical preagher I heard him, but
it was very much like a commanding
officer teaching the manceuvres of war
to a set of men without feet. What
could I do? All his exhortations were
lost upon me. I knew it was said,
‘“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thon shalt be saved;” but I did
not know what it was to believe on
Christ.

I sometimes think T might have been

shall it profit a man if he gain the
whole world and lose his own soul ?”

in darkness and despair now, had it not
)
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been for the goodness of God in send-
ing a snow storm one Sunday morning,
when I was going to a place of worship.
When I could go no further, I turned
down a court, and came to alittle Prim-
itive Methodist chapel. The Primi-
tive Methodists are a very useful body,
taking the poorest of the poor and lift-
ing them up from the dust-heap to sit
among princes. In that chapel there
might have been a dozen or fifteen peo-
ple. The minister did not come that
morning; snowed up, 1 suppose. A
poor man, a shoemaker, a tailor, or
something of that sort, went up to the
pulpit to preach.

Now, it is well that ministers should
be instructed ; but this man was really
stupid, as you would say. If a man
could have spoiled a sermon, he weuld
have done it. He was obliged to stick
to his text, for the simple reason that
he had nothing else to say. The text
was, “ Look unto Me, and be ye saved,
all ye ends of the earth.” He did not
even pronounce the words rightly, but
~ that did not matter.

There was, [ thought, a glimpse of
hope for me in the text. “ My dear
friends, this is a very simple text in-
deed. Itsays ‘Look.” Now, that
does not take a deal of effort. Tt ain’t
lifting your foot or your finger, it’s just
‘look.” Well, a man need not go to
college to learn to look. You may be

- the biggest fool, and yet you can look.
A man need not be worth a thousand
a vear tolook. Any one can look; a
child can look. But this is what the
text says. Then it says, ¢ Look unto
me.” Ay,” said he, in broad KEssex,
“many on ye are iooking to yourselves.
No use looking there. You'll never
find comfort in yourselves. Some look
to God the Father. No; look to Him
bye-and-by. Jesus Christ says, ‘ Look
unto Me.’ Some of you say, ‘I must
wait the Spirit’s working.” You have
no business with that just now. Look
to Christ. It runs, ¢ Look unto Me.'”

Then the good man followed up his
text in this way : *‘ Look unto me; I
am sweating great drops of blood.

Look unto Me; T am hanging on the
cross. Look; T am dead and buried.
Look unto Me; I rise again. Look
anto Me; I ascend ; I am sitting at the
Father's right hand. O, Look to Me!
Look to Me!” When he had got abont
that length and managed to spin out
ten minutes or so, he was at the length
of his tether. Then he looked at me
under the gallery, and, I dare say,
with so few present, he knew me to be
a stranger. He then said, “Young

man, you look very miserable.” Well, '

I did; but I had not been aceustomed
to have remarks made on my personal
appearance from the pulpit before.
However, it was a good blow struck.
He continued : *“ And you will always
be miserable—miserable in life and in
death—if you do not obey my text.
But if you obey now, this moment, you
will be saved.

Then he shouted as only a Primitive
Methodist can, * Young man, look to
Jesus Christ; look now.” He made
me start in my seat ; but I did look to
Jesus Christ, there and then. The
cloud was gone. the darkness of five
years rolled away, and that moment I
saw -thesun; and I could have risen
that moment and sung with the most
enthnsiastic of them of the precious
bloed of Christ, and the simple faith
which looks alone to Him O, that

somebody had told me that before!

Trust Christ, and you shall be saved.
It was no doubt, wisely ordered, and I
maust ever sing:

* E'ersince by faith I saw the stream
Thy flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be till T die.

—All ministers should be stewards;
rightly dividing the word of life : giving
to every one of the family his portion
of meat in due season. Oh, it is a

blessed work, to feed the Church of

God, which he hath purchased with his
own hlood ; to give milk to babes, and
strong meat to grown wmen; to give
convenient food to every onme. Pray
for vour ministers, that they may be
made stewards.— ¢ Cheyne.
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JESUS CHRIST.

Christ’s intelligence was unequaled
by that of any man who bas ever lived ;

'so that he was neither demented nor |

insane. Then, his heart was as tender
as love itself, and his love was the very
sanctuary of chastepess.. There was

no design about him that savoured of

imposture. He was transparently sin-
cere, even the essence of sincerity, so
that he believed himself to be absolute-

ly what he professed to be. Unselfish- |
ness, pumility -and measured words, |

show him to have been sincere. The
very attempt to have imposed such an
absurdity upon others, would have ex-
hibited him as a vain, empty, shallow

derogatory to Jehovah and abhorrent
to men.

Skeptics say, that he might have
been sincere but mistaken,  Then
I remind them, not only of his sublime
knowledge and perfect guilelessness,
but of his deep conviction. -What did

he believe himself to be? Clearly |

God. This he declared, privately and

publicly, before friend and foe. “ Thoun, |
being man, makest thyself God.” There |

was' no amistaking this avowal. Fer
this declaration he was tried by an ec-
clesiastical tribunal, and he died with
this affirmation lodged against him.
Then, he believed that he was God.
Was he a madman, an impostor, or a
mere simpleton? Butif he were the
wisest of all men, he was neither sim-
pieton nor madman, and if the sincerest
of all men then no impostor. Being the
soul of sincerity, be attempted to de-
ceive no one, being the wisest of all
men, he could not himself be deceived
in the matter, so that, he could not be-
lieve that he was God without. being
God. But, if he did not deceive others,
and was not deceived himself, then, be-
lieving himself to be God, he was God.
So then, either he was God, and his in
ner conviction thereof sprang from the
depths of his veritable being ; or if he
were not God, then, he is the greatest

| miracle in the annals of intelligence,
| and sincerity, and honesty ;. for he was
the only person who ever believed him-
self to be God, without being either a
| cheat or a Iunatic! Intelligence, sin-
cerity and conviction, blend here with
reality.

What say you to these things?
Nothing, but what the introspections of
Jesus compelled the great French skep-
tic to say, “If the life and death of
Socrates be these of asage, the life and
death of Jesus are those of a God.”
Or perbaps, better yet, to say with the
apostle Thomas, ¢ My Lord; and my
God.” Or even better than zall, to
cast your eye of faith into Christ’s in-
ner bosom, and, trusting him for life

pretender, not only eonccited but auda- | everlasting, accept and rest upon that
cions; in a word, a wilful impostor, | S€i! : 1ch
| claim, * 7 and my. Father are one. He

self-introspection which led him to ex-

tn meand I in Him.” Amen.

Waar 1s A CuristiaN 7—In - faith,

| a believer in Christ” * He that believ-
{ eth and is baptized shall be saved.”—
i Mark, xvi, 16.

In knowledge, a disciple. - “If ye
continue in my word, then are .ye my
disciples indeed.”—Jc¢hn viii, 31.

In character, a saint. *‘ Beloved of
God, called to be saints.”—Rom. 1, 7.

In influence, a light. * Ye are the
light of the world.”"—Matt. v, 14.

In conflict, a soldier. * Thou, there-

{ fore, endure hardness as a good soldier

of Jesus Christ.”-—2 Tim. ii, 3.

In communion, a friend. * Hence-
forth I call you not servants, . . . but -
I have called you friends.”—John xv,
15.

In progress, a pilgrim. These all
“confessed that they were strangers
and pilgrims on the earth.”—Heb. xi
13.

In relationship, a child. “The Spirit -
itself beareth witness with our  spirit,
that ‘'we are the children of God.”—
Rom. viii, 16. ;

In expectation, an heir. “And if
children, then heirs; heirs of Gaod, and
joint heirs with Christ.”—Rom. viii, 17.

Reader, are you a Christian?
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DOUBTS.

The true way to have our doubts
solved is to take them to Jesus. John
did not brood over his perplexities until
they were hatched into living- princi-
ples; but as soon as they shaped defi-
nitely into distinctness, he sent his fol-
lowers with them to the Lord. Now
here.is an example for those who are
in spiritual suspense. Take your diffi-
culties to Christ. Make them the sub
jects of earnest prayer, saying, liké
Augustine, on a memorable occasion,
“ Give lighty O Lord!” Turn to the
Bible with them, and see what you can
find in its pages that meets _your need.
Do not talk over them incessantly with
other people. You will fird that every
time you speak with men regarding
them, there 1s a tendency in you to
magnify them. While, on the other

_hand, every time you take them to the
Lord, and seek for their settlement in
His Word, they become smaller, and
seem to- dwindle in importance before
the great certainties which He reveals
to you. Do not seek for justification of
your doubts, for that will only aggravate
your condition. Let your attitude be
docile rather than defensive. Be more
eager to welcome new light than to vin-

dicate yourselves in the position you |
have taken up. Read and pray, not to |

get new reasons for staying where you
are, but to know what is right and true.
It is written, * If any man is willing to
do His will, he shall know of the doc-
trie ” Be receptive, therefore, rather
than dogmatic. Seek to be “of the
truth ;” in the sense of being willing to
receive what shall be proved true, and
to follow wherever that shall lead ; for,
as Whately bas antithetically put it,
“ Bvery one wishes to have truth on
his side, but it is not every one that
sincerely wishes to be on the side of
trath.,” Seek you to be on the side of
truth, and then in youn shall the Sav-
lour's words be verified, “Every one
that is of the truth heareth my voice.”
This is the only outlet from doubt into
faith ; and if you go in this spirit to

the Lord in prayer, and to the Bible in
study, it will not be long before you
will come out into the clear light of con-
viction. But let your study of the
Scriptures be made for yourseif. Do
not read them through the spectacles
of other men’s animadversions upon
theni. Take them at first band. Let
them speak for themselves, and if you
fail to perceive a difference between
them "and " other books, which is not
merely one of degree, but of esseutial
character, I shall be greatly disappoint-

ed—W. M. Taylor, D. D.

e

—Apologies are generally founded
in self-deception, or pride.

—It was the ery of a dying man,
whose life had been, sad to say, poorly
spent-: “Oh that my influence could
be gathered up and buried with me!”

—We can only betome great in faith
through great tests. These we are
never to invoke or manufacture for ouar-
selves, but to receive them meekly and
thankfully when our loving Father
sends them. Happy is he who not
seeing yet belivves.—Mrs. Hart.

—When holiness is lovely and beau-
tiful to the soul, and when the name of
Christ is more- precious than life, then
will the soul sit down and be afflicted,
because men keep not God’s law. I
beheld the transgressors, and was
grieved, because they kept not thy
word.”

—O my friend, if you could die and
say that Christ had never been offered
to_you, you would have an easier hell
than yon are likely to have. You must

‘g0 your way either rejoicing in or re-
{ jecting Christ this day ; either won, or

more lost than ever.—Mc Cheyne. ~

—The requisite qualifications for a
minister come from God. The place
for a minister to work is marked out in
the end for which God calls him—to be
a witness and a servant. God does not
call men to make them * ecclesiastics
of high rank,” but to preach Christ and
him crucified.
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REGENERATION.

John Wesley says: ‘Sanctification
begins in the moment a man is justified.
Yet sin remains in him, yea, the seed
of all sin, till he is sanctified through-
out.”—Vol. vi, p. 496.

Again: “There does still remain,
even in them that are justified, a mind
which is in some measure carnal; (so
the Apostle tells even the believers at
Corintb, ‘ Ye are carnal;’) a heart bent
to back-sliding, still ever ready to de-
part from the living God ; a propensity
to pride, self-will, anger, revenge, love
of the world, yea, and all evil; a root
of bitterness, which, if the restraint
were taken off for a moment, would in-
stantly spring up; yea, such a depth of
corruption as, without clear light from
God, we cannot possibly conceive.”"—
Vol. i, p. 119.

Further: ¢ We may learn the mis-
chievousness of that opinion, that we
are wholly sanctified when we are jus-
tified; that our hearts are then cleans-
ed from all sin. It is true, we are
then delivered from' the dominion of
outward sin; and, at the same time,
the power of inward sin is so broken
that we need no longer follow, or be
led by it; but it is by do means true
that inward sin is then totally destroy-
ed, that the root of pride, self-will, an-
ger, love of the world, is then taken
out of the heart. At the very moment
of justification we are born again; in
that instant we experience that inward
change from darkness into marvelous
light; from the image of the brute and
the devil, into the image of God; from
the earthly, sensunal, devilish mind, to
the mind which was in Christ Jesus.
Are we then entirely changed ? Are
we wholly transformed into the image
of him that created ns? Far from it;
we still retain a depth of sin, and it is
the consciousness of this which con-
strains us to groan for a full deliver-
ance to Him that is mighty to save.
Hence it is that those believers who

are not convinced of the deep corrup-

tion of their hearts, or but slightly, and,

as it were, notionally convinced, have
little concern about entire sanctifica-
tion.”—Vol. i, p. 124. * The contrary
doctrine is wholly new; never heard
of in the Church of Christ; from the
time of his coming into the world till
the time of Count Zinzendorf; and it
is attended with the most fatal conse-
quences.”—Vol. i; p. 115.

Tue BisLe.—Do you know what it
is that you are *willing to put under
your head for a pillow when you are
dying ? Very well; thatis the book
you want to study while you are living.
There is but one such book in the
world. For one, I have not made up
my mind to put under my head, when
I lie dying, any thing written by Vol-
taire, or Strauss, or Parker. We are
to be scientifically careful when we se-
lect a book for a dying pillow. If you
can tell me what you want for a dying
pillow, T will tell you what you want
for a pillow of fire in life—that is, the
Bible, spiritually and scientifically un-
derstood, by being transmuted into
deeds. Sentiment is worth nothing
until it becomes principle, and princi-
ple is worth nothing until it becomes
action.—Joseph Cook.

3 — e —————

—A saint is not a man who merely
loves God alone ; he is a man who is
full of the force and light of heaven;
and who, through his intense love to
his Maker, loves mankind, with the
tenderness and the strength of God.—
Roger Bede Vaughn.

—XKnow that there is nothing better
or more profitable for you at this pres-
ent time, than an entire, hearty, hum-
ble, self-surrender in all things, wheth-
er sweet or bittér, painful or pleasant;
so that you may be able to say with
truth, “ Ah my Lord and my God, if
it were thy will that [ should remain
till the Day of Judgement in this suf-
fering and tribulation, yet wonld I not
fall away from Thee ; but would desire
ever to be constant in Thy service.—
Tauler. ;
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PRAYING OR SINNING.

'WHICH SHALL BE GIVEN UP?

It was a saying of an old author,
‘that *either prayer will make a man
give over sinning, or sin will make a
man give over praying.” Does any
reader of these lines feel inclined to
reply, “Yes, it is all very well to
quote old sayings; but I know such a
one, and such another, who go to church
or to chapel as regularly, and say their
prayers at home as devoutly, as you
can wish; but for all that they are no
better than their neighbors. They have
not left off sinning yet, let old authors
say what they may.” Granted; but
this is not all that yon might have said.
Not a few, it is to be feared, say many
prayers in order that they may sin the
more. Many, after having been sav-
ingly converted to God, have confessed
that, though they said prayers time
without number, and, it may be, - with
much apparent devotion, yet they nev-
-er truly prayed!

As to one case of this kind there
can be no mistake, for we read of it in
the Bible. A man belonged to a par-
ticular sect, famons for this one thing
—that they made long prayers. He
was likewise one of the mos{ devout of
the sect, and so’ had always been in
the habit of making these long prayers;
yet when he was savingly converted
to God, it is said of him. as a thing as
new as it was strange, ‘ Go, and in-
quire for Sanl of Tarsus; for, behold,
he prayeth!”

‘What, then, is prayer? We. see
what it is not ; but whatisit? When
a person, in imminent danger of perish-
ing from fire or from water, calls upon
another for help he means ‘what he
says, and really wishes for the help he
implores. When a person, in desti-

tute circumstances and ready to perish,
begs for relief from one able to afford
it, or when any one has set. his whole
mind on the attainment of some par-
ticular object, and requests the assist-
ance of a man of great influence, who

has the power of obtaining it for him,
such persons are perfectly sincere in
the petitions they present. This may
serve 1o give us some notion of what
prayer really is.

Now, if a person has such desires he
mast wish to be holy. Not that he will
henceforth be free from the rising up
in his mind of sinfnl desires; but they
will be subdued. He must have a pre-
vailing desire to be holy, for the plain-
est of all reasons. The salvation of
which he now longs to partake is a de-
liverance from sin in every sense of
the word, from all sinful feelings and
inclinations as truly as from the punish-
ment that sin deserves. The blessiugs
Gad has to bestow are spiritual—holy
blessings. The heaven in which they
all end is a holy place. God himself
is holy. Say, then, whether it is pos-
sible for a man to.bave directly oppo-
site desires at the same moment. Can
he supremely and prevailingly love the -
very thing which he hates, or hate what
he loves? How plain, then, is the
consequence! Ifa man really prays,
he canoot willingly and habitually sin.
If he willingly goes on in the ways of
sin, he caunot really pray; he must
give up prayer. The two cannot exist
together. There is not, there canuot
be, any argument in saying, “I koow
such a man who prays, but he has not
giver up sinning for all that.” Hypo-
crites there have been in all ages who
have professed to pray, without mean-
ing-a word they uttered. The prayer
of all such is ‘“abomination to the
Lord.”—Prov. xv, 8; xxviii, 9.

But we have said that real prayer is
niot only the sincere desire of the heart,
but that it must .be offered up with
faith in the mediation and intercession
of Jesus Christ; and this is a point of
the greatest importance. By this is
meant, not merely thit we ought to end
our prayers with a mention of the name
of Christ, but that, in order to pray
.aright, we must have a steadfast faith
in him, as our righteous Advocate with
the Father, who has “ entered into the

holy place:” that is, into heaven itself,
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as it is said, by his own blood.” We | of, and an antidote against the fear of

must have faith in him who, though he
“knew no sin, was made sin for us,”
that we might be saved from the wrath
of God through him. Heb. ix, 12;
Cor. v, 21. Now this faith, we are
told, “ purifieth the heart,” (Acts xv,
9;) is directly connected with, and pro
duces, all the fruits of holiness—love
to God, obedience to his will, a desire
to please and glorifiy him—* fruits ”
which are directly the opposite of sin.
Faith, too, is always connected with
repentance, and cannot exist without
it; and the meaning of repentance is a
hearty sorrow for sin, and a desire to
forsake it. So here again we are
brought to the same conclusion, that
praying will make a man give up sin-
ning, or sinning will make him give ap
praying.

Which, then, will you choose, and
which will vou give up? This is the
all important question which is now put
to you. O, look for one moment at the
consequences of each; for, be assured,
they are as certain as cause and effect
can be in any case whatever.

The consequences of ,;A;i.\ er! These
are stated by our blessed Saviour in a
mgle‘ sentence: ‘“ Every one that ask-
eth receiveth.”—Matt vii.. 8. He,
then, that, in the manner just spoken
of, prays in the faith of Christ, “re-
ceives " the forgi 55 of all sin, and
with it “all thi which can bless or
Q‘ll\f( the soul in time aund to eternity.

“God is love."—1 Johu iv, 8. There
one obstaele which can prevent
1eedful blessings cur heavenly

to bestow from being poured
Let sin be pardoned and
Temoy ver: and as certainly -as

the sun will sh when the clouds are

rolled . 8¢ surely will the God
ail o2 i

connter
needfu! t
=

death. He who could say, “It is good
for me to draw near unto God,” was
also able to say, * Thou shalt guide
me with thy counsel, and afterward re-
ceive me to glory. »_ Psa. Ixx i, 24.

But the consequences of  sin—what
are they ? We tremble to- think of
them. It is troe, we do read, even in
the Bible, in one place, of the ¢ pleas-
ures of sin,” but they are stvled ‘“ the
pleasures of sin- Jfor.a season ;" (Heb.
xi, 25 ;) and many other passages, and
facts without number, might be brought
to prove that they are as vain and hol-
low and deceitful as they are tempo-
rary. How forcibly does the Apostie
say to his Roman converts, * What
froit had ye then in those things of
which ye are now ashamed ?” -That
is. howaver, but half. the verse; what
follows ? “The end of those things is
death.”—Rom. vi, 21. We see the
misery which sin brings in its train in
the present-world. We read in the in-
spired book of God, such sentences as
the following : ‘ Be sure your sin will
find you out.!” ‘“ Whatsoever a man
soweth: that shall he also reap!” “The
wages of sin is death.”

But now is the golden .opportanity ;
now God walts to be gracious, invites
you to pray, promises to hear; only
delay not lest it be gone forever. Do
vou say vou know not how to pray ? 2
1t is God alone who by his Holy \mr
it, can pour out upon you a :
grace and .supplication ;” T but ask - him
to do so, and thus to ‘* a
ers that you make be ’ork‘ him.

=ith you words, and turp to the Lord;
say unto him, Take away all my iniqui-
ty, and receive me graciously.—Hos.

ver. many

5 { Ot \‘;?_\\"V
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WESLEY ON DRESS. own apparel, the less you have left to
clothe the naked, to feed the hungry,
“Whose adorning let it not be that outward | to lodge the strangers, to relieve those
adorning of—wearm" of gold, or of putting on of 2 = = =
apparel—1 Pet. iil, 3. that are sick and in prison, and to less-
What harm can there be in the | e the numberless afflictions to which
wearing of gold. or silver,. or precious | We are exposed in this vale of tears.
_stones ; or any other of those beautiful If you could be as humble, when you
_ things. with which God has so amply | ¢hoose costly, as wheu you choose plain
provided us? May we noj apply to | 2pparel; [which Iflatly deny;] yet
this what Paul has observed on another | you "could ot be as beneficent,—as
oceasion, that “every creature of Gud | Pleuteous in good works. Every shil-
is good, and nothing to be rejected.” ling which you save from your own ap-
Tt is certain, that many who sincerely | parel, you may expend in clothing the
fear God have cordially embraced this | Baked, and relieving the various neces-
opinion. sities of the poor. whom- “‘ye have al-
And their practice is suitable there- | Wa¥8 with you"  Therefore every
o : they make no scraple of conformity shilling which you needlesssly spend
to the world ; by putting on, as often as | 01 your apparel, is, in effect, stolen
occasion offers, either gold, or pearls, | from God and the poor! Aud how
or costly apparel. And indeed they | many precious opportunities of doing
are not well pleased with those that | good have yon defrauded yourself of!
think it their duty to reject them ; the | HoW often have you disabled yourseif
using of which they apprehend to be | from doing good, by purchasing what
one branch of Christian liberty. Yea, | You did not want ! For what end did
some have gone considerably farther; | You buy these ornaments? To please
even so far, as to make it a point to God? ]
bring those who had refrained from No; but to please your own fancy,
them for some time, to make use of | O to gain the admiration and applause
them asain - assuring them, that it was | of those that were no wiser than your-
mere superstition to think there was |Self. How much good might you have
harm in them. It is, therefore, certainly | done with that money ? ~ And what an
worth oar while to consider this mat- | ifreparable ]"'SS' have you sustained by
ter thoroughly ; seriously to inquire, | 1ot doing it, if it be true that the day
whether there is any harm in the put- | 1S 2t hand, when “ every man-shall re-
ting on of gold, or jewels, or costly ap- ceive his own reward, according to his
p:‘."n"‘) 3 own labor
Yon know in your hearts, it iz with I pray cousider this well. Perhaps
A adinired, that vou thus | You have not seen it in this light before.
adorn ':(\.\.r:'l\'se- and that you would w hur vouare laying out the money in
S p e s M‘uh you could other-
you but God and ‘us holy an for the poor, you
" Now the more vou it zot of what God. the
foolish desire, the more it ; in your
you  You have vanity enou Sugh by na- | bands fo
ture; but by thus indulzi : | pat-upon yoursel, you are,
crease it a hundred fold )t p!| tearing ‘tmm the m k of the 12

: 3
Aim at pleasi

and de lie

, YEea, worse
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may clothe your poor, naked, shivering

~ fellow creaiure!

Many years ago, when I was at Ox-
ford, in a cold wiuter's day, a young
maid (one of those we kept ‘at school)
called upon me.

I said, you séem half starved. Have
you nothing to cover you bat that thin
linen gown? She said, ** Sir, thisis all
I have.”

I put my hand in my pocket; but
found I had scarce any money left,

-having just paid away what T had. It

immediately struck me, Wiil thy Mas-
ter say, * Well done, 200d and faithfal
steward! Thou hast adorned thy walls
with the mouney which might have
screened this poor creature from the
cold!” Oh justice! O mercy! Are
not these.pictures the blood of this poor
maid! See thy expensive apparel in
the same Jight: thy gown, hat, head-
dress! :
ivery thing about thee, which cost
more than Christian dnty required thee
to lay out, is the blood of the poor!
Oh be wise for the time to come. Be
wmore merciful. More faithful to God
and man. More abundantly clad (like
men and women professing godliness)
with good werks. 1 conjure you all
who have any regard for me, show me
before I go hence, that I have not la-
bored, even in this respect, in vain, for
near half a century.

Let me see, before I die, a Metho-
dist congregation, full as plain dressed
as a Quaker congregation. Only be
move consistent with yourselves. Let
your dress be cheap as well as plain.
Otherwise yon do but trifle with God
and me, aod your own souls. I pray,
let there be no costly silks among you,
how grave soever they may be. Let
not any of you who are rich in this
world, endeavor to excuse yourselves

" from this by talking nonsense.

It is stark, staring nonsense, to say,
“Oh. I can afford this or that.” If you
have regard to common sense, let that
silly word never come into your mouth.
No man living can afford to waste any
part of what God has committed to his

trust. None can afford to throw away
any part of that food and raiment into
the sea, which was lodged with. him, on
purpose to feed the hungry, and clothe
the naked. And itis far worse than
simple waste, to spend any part of itin
gay or costly apparel.

For this is no less than to turn
wholesome food into deadly poison. It
is giving so much money to poison both
yourseif and others, as far as your ex- .
ample spreads, with pride, vanity, an-
ger, last, love of the world, and a thou-
saud *“foolish and hurtful desires,”
which tend to ‘ pierce them through
with many sorrows.” Oh God, arise,
and maintain thy own cause! Letnot
men and devils any longer put out our
eyes, and lead us blind-fold into the pit
of destruction!

—Often times the most bitter and
obdurate hearts are overcome by the
spirit and grace of God, and then such
persons become the most earnest and
zealous followers of Jesus. Saul was
one extreme; Paul was the other.

—In primitive times God chose his
own ministers. Hven before their con-
version they were marked out to be
made ministers and witnesses for
Jesus. Were all ministers now thus
called and made, perhaps matters would
soon assume a different aspect.

—Three things a Christian reflects
‘upon: First, he looks back upon his
wasted, sinful life ; second, helooks to
God, the source of redeeming love and
mercy experienced by him in Christ;
and third, he looks joyously forward to
the happy issue of his life of faith.

—If Christ be freely offered to all
men, then it is plain that all who live
and die without accepting Christ shall
meet with the doom of those who refuse
the. Son of God. “ He that sinneth
against me wrongeth his own soul; all
they that hate me love death.” Ab,
it is a sad thing that the very truth
which is life to every believing souI
is death to all others. “This is the
condemnation.”— Me¢ Cheyne.
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EXPERIENCE.

WM. BAINBRIDGE.

“ But if we walk in the light as he is in the light,
we have fellowship one with another, and the bl%od
of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin.”
Three years ago I was converted at
a revival, (so-called) in a dead M. E.
church. Some time before the meet-
ing commenced, the Spirit of the Lord
strove with me, convicting me of sin,
righteousness and judgment to come.
I commenced to read the Bible by
course, beginning at Matthew, and
reading through to Revelation. I had
read the New Testament through two
or three times when the revival meét-
ings commenced. I was almost persna-

“ded to become a Christian.

Soon after the meeting commenced,
I was visited by the preacher in
charge, who asked me the following
questions: ‘ Did you ever enjoy re-
ligion? Do you feel it your duty to
serve the Lord? Do not you feel as
if you would like to commence now ?”
And other questions which I cannot
call to mind. :

I told him I was ready, if my wife
would commence, to serve the Lord,
and we would begin together. He
turned to my wife and she consented.
‘We then promised to go to meeting
that evening, and go forward to the al-
tar to commence seeking the Lord. T
found no peace there, and had no de-
sire to serve Jesus. When I got home,
I kneeled down before the Lord, ask-
ing him to forgive me, and help me to
serve him. I had commenced in ear-
nest, and did believe the Lord would
pardon me, but not then.

I labored and prayed on for eight
days; I could say, Oh, wretched man
that I am, who shall deliver me? The
burden grew heavier every day, so it
did seem as if the weight of sin would
hold me down. I asked the Lord to
change my heart of stone to a heart of
flesh, to soften my hard heart, and give
me the witness of the Spirit that T was
a child of God. I believed that then

and there God did forgive and pardon
my .sins, and what a joy I received.
I could sing, Jesus is mine; what a
comfort Divine! I was filled with the
Spirit, filled with joy, peace and.love.
I could comprehend what Paul meant
when he said; * There is therefore
now no condemnation for them which
are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after
the flesh, but after the Spirit.”

After the meetings closed, we met
on Thursday evenings for class and
prayer. The leader was an elderly
man, one that had been -class-leader
and steward (also a trustee of the
church) for years, but was dead; the
meetings had noslife to them, ahd it
was up-hill business trying to live in a
church where minister and laymen
were all dead.

I soon presented myself as a proba-
tioner, and at the end of my probation,
united in full connection.

I continued but a short time in full
connection, before I was cast out as
evil. The charge brought against me
was for neglecting the means of grace.
Not that I neglected to go to church or
to have family-prayer, and private
prayer, and was fleeing from the city of
destruction and had my face Zionward,
not because I was not growing in grace,
but because I did not choose to go and
hear the M. E. minister, and sit onder
dry sermons, preached by a dead man,
one professing godliness, but denying

the power:

1 continued in a justified state for
two years after my conversion, some-
times enjoying much, sometimes very
much cast down, feeling as if I had
neither part nor lot in the matter. My

| mind was much exercised on the sub-

ject of entire sanctification or perfect
love. I felt the need of a deeper work

of grace in my heart, but did not think -

that state attainable for me, which the
sanctified one has attained.

I purchased “ Wesley on Perfec-
ticn,” and perused it with much inter-
est, but still thought it could not be at-
tainable for such small minds as mine.
It would do for Wesley, Carvosso and
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Bramwell, but God is no respecter of
persons, he commands men everywhere
to repent, and also commands 2ll to be
holy. ‘ Follow peace with all men,
and holiness, without which no man
shall see the Lord.” This and other
such passages showed me plainly that
I was commanded to repent, and also,
to be holy. :

I commenced a self-examination, and
found many inconsistencies and sins,
such as an evil temper, foolish talking
and jesting, * which is not convenient,
which is not to be named once among
you. as becometh saints.”

About this time the Lord led me to
see a man in Cleveland, whom I had
never secn or heard of; as 1 was
about to leave him after doing some
business, he asked me how religion was
out in Ridgeville. I told him the his-
tory of the church, and that I was not
united to any church, but had been
cast out with about ten other members,
for neglecting the means of grace—
that we met every Tharsday evening
at some private house, and Sundays at
the school-house for class and prayer-
meetings. After making some inquiry
about the society and place of worship,
he proposed to come tv Ridgerville the
following Sunday, to preach. I accep-
ted the proposition, and he came at the
appointed time.

He preached holiness as being at-
tainable, and that all men were com-
manded to be holy.

Mr. Jones continued to come and
preach. He held special meetings for
the promoticn of holiness. He pressed
all to make a consecration to the Lord,
and accept sanctification by faith. T
was bronght to the point where I had to
claiin the promise and accepl Jesus as
my Saviour and my sanctifier, or go
back iuto the wilderness. 2

About this time a friend sent me
some numbers of the BarNxgsT Curis-
114N, which proved a great help, for I
reaud testimonials from others—some
tht had been recently counverted, and
who had accepted the promises of Jesus,
and been made pure in heart. Some

who had been professors for years had
just entered into rest. 3
These testimonies strengthened my
faith, the light shone on my pathway,
and [ made the consecration promising
the Lord that by his help I would go
and sin no more. At that moment I
felt the blood applied, and .could sing,

“The cleansing stream I see, I see!

I plunge, and Lo! it cleanseth me!
Oh, praise the Lord! it cleansefh me,
It cleanseth me, it cleanseth me.”

I felt that the blood cleansed me
from all sin; all was joy and peace.

All through my religious life previ-
ous to this, I had doubts and fears. I
was sinning and repenting. I was walk-
ing by sicht, not by faith. When I
was blessed I counld trust Jesus for all
things. If I had no feelings 1 had no
faith. But thanks be unto God, I have
the victory. I have learned to trust
my Jesus every hour, in every trial, in
every temptation. His word says,
“ Beloved, think it not strange, con-
cerning the fiery trial which -is to try
you, as though sume strar ge thing hap-
pened unto you, but rejoice, inasmuch
as ye are partakers of Christ’s suffer-
ings.”

It was then and not until then, that
I commenced to walk by faith. - I could
claim the promise, but how to keep it ?-
Others testified that they had to make
public confession of what Jesns had
done for them. But howcould I? Al-
most all of the society were old pilgrims
and had out-stripped me in the race.
All were farther along in the Divine
life; and if Ishould testify to the truth
that [ had a pure heart—that Jesus
had cleansed me from all sin, no one
would believe me.

So I thought I could enjoy the bless-
ing without letting any one know it.
Bnt in a short time my faith grew
weak. 1 took a glance at self, lost my
hold, and everything looked dark. Oh
what darkness came over my soul. I
then promised the Lord that by his help
I wounld tell what he had done for me.
I would testify for Jesus. I tried to
hold on by faith, but-was often full of
doubt.
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About this time Brother J-—, Bro-

ther L——, and Sister S——, came

out from Cleveland. Brother. J—
preached at 10-30 a. m. and held a
special meeting for the promotion of
holiness, in the afternoon.

I went to the meeting, and found
quite a number longing for full redemp-
tion. Brother L exhorted all to
cut loose from the world—make a full
and complete surrender to Christ, con-
secrating all to God, and accept full
salvation through the Atonement.
Sister S—— also labored much to get
us looking away from self, to Jesus.

The Spirit moved upon the hearts of
the people, and two or three others
with myself, claimed the blessing,
through the promises of Jesus.. The
next day I was tempted as before, T had
no feeling ; but, thank God, I had the
promise, and I held on to the -naked
word—nothing but the promise for four
days, and by fasting the fourth day,
and praying much, the Lord came to
my rescue, and I was filled with the
Holy Ghost. Thanks be unto God who
giveth us(me) the vietory! Yes, vic-
tory over the world, over self, and
the devil! “I have done with the
world, I will serve Jesus.”

¢ Perish every fond ambition,
All I’ve sought or noped or known !
Yet how rich is my condition!
God and heaven are all my own.”

Many times since then I have been:
- tempted to look ahead to the busy times

on the farm, and led to ask how I can
hold out through life with all its per-
plexities, with all its trials and tempta
iions.

How can I be patient through all
the family trials, and business cares of
life. My heart has been cheered and
my sonl has been filled many tixes
when I go to the truth and read, “ My
grace is sufficient for thee.” ‘The
Lord of hosts is with us, the God of
Jacob is. our refuge.”

Thanks be unto God, I have learned
to rely on his promises, trusting Jesus,
moment by moment. = I believe he will
bring me off more than conqueror.
“He having been tempted, knows how

to succor those that are tempted.”’
“Therefore he is able also to save them
to the uttermost that come unto God
by him, seeing he ever liveth to make
intercession for them.”

1 pray God’s blessing on these few
lines, that they may prove a blessing
to all who may read them. May God
give us all grace to conquer all sin;
give us a pure heart, a heart in every
thought renewed.

“For God hath not called us unto

uncleanness, but unto holiness. But
as he which hath called you is holy, so
be ye hely in all manner of conversa-
tion, because it is written : Be ye holy
as [ am holy.”
- —It is the manner of Scripture to
begin with those things which are sad
and dreadful and end with those things
which are cheerful and comfortable.
“I will kill and make alive ;" not, I
will make alive and kill.”— Origen.

—The unsound cleaveth by halves
with Christ; but he is not for sanctifi-
cation; he divides the offices and ben-
efits of Christ. This is an error in the
foundation. “Whoso loveth life, let him
beware here; ’tis an undoing mistake.
Jesus is a sweet name; but men “ love
not the Liord Jesus in sincerity.” They
will not have him as God offers, “ to be
a Prince and a Saviour.” They divide
what God has joined, the King and the
priest. .Every man’s vote is for salva-
tion from suffering; but they desire
not to be saved from sinning. They
would have their lives saved, but withal
would have their lusts. Many would
be content to have some of their sins
destroyed, but they cannot leave the
lap of Delilah. or divorce the beloved
Herodias. They cannot be cruel to
their right eye or right hand ; the Lord
must pardon them in this thing. O, be
carefully scrupulous here: your souls
depend upon it. The sound convert
-takes 2 whole Cbrist, and takes him for
all intents and purposes, without ex-
ceptions, withount limitations, without
reserve. He is willing to have Christ

upon any terms.—Alleine.
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REV. ALEX. MATHER.

EXPERIENCE.

Alexander Mather was one of the
most successful of Wesley’s preachers.
At his request he wrote the following
account of his experience of full sa,lva.

Dear Sir: Inreply to your request
I answer,

1. With regard to time and place
it was at Rotherham, in the year
1757, that I.enjoyed it in a far larger
degree than I ever did before or do
now ; and although my situition the
next year laid many hindrances in the
way, yet I both preached it plainly and
strongly encouraged those that had be-
fore experienced it, and such as pro-
fessed to receive it at that time, either at
Sunderland or elsewhere. ThisI contin-
ued to do in 1759 and 1760, in which
time many were made pariakers of it
in York, at and near Packlingtor, in
‘Hull, and various other places. It was
the enjoyment of this that supported me
in the trials I met with at Wednesbury
in the two following years, during
which many were added to the witness-
es of it at Birmingham, Dudley, Darlas-
ton, Wolverhampton, avd Wednes-
bury. It was my own experience that
emboldened me to assert it, even where
it was opposed by our chief members,
partly because of the faults of some
that professed it, but chiefly because of
the natural enmity of their hearts to
God.

What I had experienced in my own
soul, was an instantaneous deliverance
from all those wrong tempers and affec-
tions which I had long and sensibly
groaned under, an entire disengage-
ment from every creature, with an en-
tire devotedness to God: and from that
moment I found an unspeakable pleas-
ure in doing the wili of God in all
things. T had also a power to do it,
and the constant approbation both of
my own conscience and of God. Ihad
simplicity of heart, and a single eye to

such a fervent zeal for the glory of God

| and the good of souls as swallowed up

every other care and consideration.
Above all, I had uninterrupted commun-
ion * with God, whether sleeping or
waking. Oh! that it were with me as
when the candle of the Lord thus shone
upon my head! While I call it to
mind my soul begins to wing its - way
toward that immediate enjoyment of
| God. May it never be retarded, but
press into the glorious liberty which is
equally free for all the sons of God.

2. Asto the manner wherein this
work was wrought. 1st. After I was
clearly justified, I was soon made sensi-
sible of my want of it; for although I
was enabled to be very circumspect, and
had a continual power over outward
and inward sin, yet I felt in me what I
knew was contrary to the mind that
was in Christ, and what hindered me
from enjoying and glorifying him, as I
saw it was the privilege of a child of
God to do, and such I knew myself to
be, both from the fruit and from the
witness of his Spirit, which I feltin a
strong degree supporting me in conflicts
of a very close and particular nature.
2d. My conviction of the need of a fur-
ther change was abundantly increased
by the searching preaching of Mr.
Walsh—of blessed memory!  This
kept my conscience very tender, even
to a degree of scrupulosity, and helped
me to ‘be, much in private prayer, and
kept me watching thereunto.  3d.
When I saw my call to preach, the diffi-
culties attending that office showed me
more and more the need of such a
change that I might bear all things;
and by searching the Scriptures I saw
the possibility of it more clearly, and
was stirred up to seek it more earnest-
ly. 4th. When I began travelling I
had no end, aim, or design but to spend
and to be spent for God; not counting
my life or anything dear, so I might
finish my course with joy, which, in-
deed, I expected would be very short,
as I dealt my life at every blow. Isaw
as clearly as I do now, that nothing

God at all times and in all places, with

furthers that end so much as a heart
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and life wholly devoted to God.
This made me neglect the advantage
I had in my youth, of a tolerable ac-
.quaintance with Latin, which T could
easily have recovered; but this and
every other gain I connted but loss that
I might win that intimacy with God
which I still think to be the life of
preaching.  Therefore I husbanded
all the time that I could save from
company, eating, orsleeping, to lay out
in wrestling with God for myself and
the flock ; so I devoted to God some
part of every leisure hour, over and
ahove the hour from eleven to twelve
in the forenoon, and from four to five
in the afternoon. Herein I was
sweetly drawn after God, and had
many and large views of that salvation
which I wanted, and which he_had pro-
vided in his Son. The exceeding great
and precious promises were clearly
opened to me; and having a full as-
surance of the power and faithfulness
of the Promiser, my sonl often tasted
of their sweetness, and though unbelief
prevented immediate possession, yet I
had a blessed foretaste of them. This
made me desire full enjoyment maore
and more. -I abhorred whatever seem-
ed to keep me from it, and sought out
every obstruction. I was willing to of-
fer up Isaac; and was inflamed with great
ardor with wrestling with God, deter-
mined not to let him go till he emptied
me of all sin and filled me with him-
self. This, I believe, when I ventnred
upon Jesus as sufficient to save to the
uttermost. He wrought in me what I
cannot express—what I judge it is
impossible to utter. Yet I was not
long without reasoning—not concerning
the work—of this I was absolutely
sure—but whether such things as I
soon discovered in myself were consis-
tent with it; and this had its use, as

it qualiied me to advise others who,
though saved from sin, were tried in
the same way. Upon this head I con-
‘sulted Mr. Walsh, and his advice help-
ed me in some degree ; but God helped
me much more in private prayer.
Herein I was clearly satisfied: 1st.

[ That deliverance from sin does not im-
ply deliverance from human infirmities ;
'2d. That neither is it inconsistent with
feeling our natural appetites, or with
the regular gratification of them ; and
3d. That salvation from sin is not in-
consistent with temptations of various
kinds, and all this you have clearly
and fully declared in the Plain Account
of Christian Perfection.

I have only to observe that, while
my soul was following hard after God,
I had frequent temptations to resume
my Latin, and learn the other langua-
ges, especially when 1 observed some
of my. brethren who had made some
progress therein, though they had not
the same advantages with me. But
the comfort 1 found in spending all my
time as above, and-the thonght that
however this might recommend them
to some hearers, yet they were not
hereby more instrnmental than before,
either in awakening, converting, or build-
ing up souls, made me quite easy about
it. This I have considered as the only
business and peculiar glory of a Meth-
odist preacher; not that I think that
our brethren who have made this pro-
gress have not been useful in all these
respects, but I think they are not maore
useful than they were when they were
strangers to these things, and I doubt
whether they are so useful as they
might have been bad they employed
the same time, the same diligence, and
the same intenseness of thoughtin the
several branches of that work for which
| they willingly gave up all. For my
own part, I want to feel the same prin-
ciple ever actuating me which I felt
the moment I set out. :

Upon -the whole, I find abundans
cause to praise God for the support he
has given me under various trials, and
the wonderful dsliverance from them.
I praise him for so preserving me from
impatience in them that the enemy had
no room to speak reproachfully. Inall,
be has given me free access to the
throne of grace, often with a strong
confidence of deliverance. I bless God
that the trials T have met with, even

SOREES W
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from my brethren, have never given
me an inclination to decline the work,
« nor for any time altogether to be less
active in any branch of it. I always
considered I bad nothing which T had
not received, and that the desizgn of the
Giver was that all shculd be used with
singleness of heart to please God, and
not man. I praise him that thongh
some affairs I have been engaged in,
being quite new to me, so deeply em-
ployed my thought as sometimes to di-
vert me from that degree of commmun-
ion with God in which is my  only
happiness, and without which my soul
can never be at rest, yet he gives me
always to see that the fuluess of
the promise is every Christian’s privi
lege, and that this-and every other
branch of salvation is to be received
now, by faith slone, and it can only be
retained by the same means—by be-
lieving every moment. W e cannot rest
on anything that has been done, or
that may be done hereafter. This
would keep us from living alife of faith,
which I conceive to be no other than
the now deriving virtue from Jesus, by
which we enjoy and live to God. My
soul is often on the stretch for the full
.enjoyment of this, without interruption,
nor can I discharge my conscience
without urging it upon all believers now
to come unto him who is ‘““able to save
unto the uttermost.”
Yours traly,
ALEX. MATHER.

“To this John Wesley appends the
following note : -«

“T earnestly desire that all our
preachers would seriously consider the
preceding -account ; and let them wnot
be content never to speak against the
great salvation, either in public or pri-
vate and never to disconrage, either by
word or deed, any that think they have
attained it. No! but prudently en-
courage them to hold fast whereun%
they have attained, and strongly and
explicitly exhort all believers to go on
to perfection; yea, to expect full sal-
vation from sin every moment, by
mere grace, through simple faith.”

ENVY,

Envy is one of the most despicable
of passions. There is scarcely a crime
to which it will not.lead its victims.
It was envy that robbed Naboth of his
vineyard, and added mnrder to the
theft, It was envy that led the guilty
Absalom to desire the throne of his
father, David. It destroys all that is
best and mnoblest jin character. So
subtle is it in its workings that we
learn on the highest testimony that
“envy is rottenness of the bones;” it
eats out all honor and manliness;
it gives sleepless nights and rest-
less days. Moreover, envy is utterly
useless ; it helps nobody, it effects no
alteration, it winsno goal. Asweread.
in Job, ‘it slayeth the silly one;” and
all sensible people must feel that there
is marvelous silliness in envy.

But if the indulgence of envy does
us no good, it is calculated to do other
people much harm. Every passion
tends to incarnation in some way.
Evil emotion turns to action,- and be-
comes embodied in ignoble deeds! So
deceitful is envy in its operation, and
so successful in its harm, that the ques-
tion is asked in Scripture, ‘“ Who can
stand before envy?” It undermines
the very ground you stand upon; it
breathes inuendoes against your char-
acter and reputation, . which, light as air
to utter, are strong as iron and sharp
as steel, to do you damage. Yes;
envy will depreciate the character it
cannot publicly defame; it will explain
virtues to be vices in disgunise; it will
sneer with the lip and stab with the
suggestion of an evil hint in your ab-
sence ; while in your presence it will
adwmire and appland.

That the envious pay the penalty in
their own misery does not witigate the
wrong they do to others. It doeshelp,
indeed, to vindicate the ways of God
to man, as it shows us the Divine hand
dispensing, even in this world, to each
man according to his sin! But the
misery they feel does not atone for the
misery they inflict.— Quiver.
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FORMALITY.

Many professed Christians have not the
form of godliness. They do not have
family prayers, except at intervals. They
read their Bible and pray in secret but

-seldom. They attend public worship
when convenient, but take no more part
in it than other unconverted sinners.

Such persons—and there are many such
—may have a great deal of bigotry, but of
saving piety they have none. They may
be flattered by churches that need their
money, and encouraged to think that all
is right. but they will wake up at last to
find that they have made a-great mis-
take. :

True piety does not consist in outward
things ; but it does regulate and control
them. A fire does not consist in the chim-
ney or stove, but when there is a fire there
must be some place in which it burns. If
you have not this form of godliness, you
need not inquire any farther; you cannot

. possibly be in a state of salvation.

Of those who have the form of godli-
ness, how few have the power! In most
of the churches there is not enoagh to get
through the outward acts of public wor-
ship. 3

They feel obliged to hire the praizes
of God sung by professional singers!
One of the most important parts of wor-
ship is an open mockery, performed by
those whose sole object is 1o make a cred-

itable display of their musical powers and

attainments.

True godliness does not worship by
proxy. It offers the simple adoration of
the heart, as being more acceptable to
God than the most skilful dissimulation.

In individual life the lack of the power
of godliness is seen.in the inability of pro-
fessed Christians to overcome their beset-
ting sins. If is well if they do not baptize
their vices and parade them as Christian
virtues; and call a compromising spirit
charity ; or parsimony, straightness; or
lukewarmness, propriety.

He who has not the victory over

‘| everything ~which the Bible calls sin.

is, whatever he may think of himself, or
others may think of him, wanting in the
power of godliness. To every Christian
is the declaration made, Sin shall not have
dominion over youw.—Rom. Vi, 14.

Merely formal Christians do not know
what it is to have the blessing of God up-
on their souls. They go to their religion
for safety, but to the world for happiness.
They resort to the same places for pleas-

ure that the world does, and are jovial

companions of those that fear not God.

We would not say that mere formality
does no good—it does in many ways. But
it will not save the soul. More is want-
ing. ‘I'here must be the power.

To what purpose s the multitude
of your sacrifices unto me, saith the Lord:
I am full of the burnt offerings of
rams and the fat of fed beasts, and I de-
Uight not in the blood of bullocks, or of
tambs, or of he-goats. And wlhen ye spread
Jorth your hands, I will hide mine eyes
Jrom you : yea, when ye make many pray-
ers I will not hear—Isa.i, 11, 15. Yet all
these were proper in themselves. They
were religious rites which God had com-
manded. But they did not answerin them-
selves. Reformation was called for.

To make prayers, however eloquent
they may be, will not be accepted as a
substitute for praying. To periorm wor-
ship, however artistically it may be done,
is not worship. :

Beloveds, have you the power of godli-
ness? Do you draw nigh to God with
your hearts, and not with your lips only ?
Is there now simplicity in your devotions,
a child-like trust in God; an expectation
that your prayer will be answered? Is
your whole heart in the work of serving
God? Without care the best forms be-
come formal—the most weighty words
come to be used in a parrgtlike way,
without any appreciation of their mean-
ing.

The hour cometh, and now 18, when the
true worshipper shall worship the Father in
spirit and in truth; for the Father seeketh
such to worship him.—John iv, 23, :
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REV. AMOS HARD.

Many of our readers who knew him
personally will be surprised to hear of
the sudden death of this man of God. He
preached for us at Chili on Sabbath, the
11th of November, & sound, solemn, effec-
tive sermon, that will long be remem-
bered. To one of his hearers at least, it
occurred that he was preaching his last
sermon. The next-day he took the cars
for his home at Painted Post, N. Y. He
stopped to build a fire, and then started on
foot on the railroad track to go to Corning,
a mile distant. He crossed the bridge in
safety, and soon. after, doubtless suppos-
ing the danger passed, fell into the cattle-
guard, bruising his head so severely as to
render him unable to get out. His groans
attracted attention. He was rescued and
taken to his house, where he lingered un-
til Thursday, when his spirit was released
by death.

Brother Hard was one of the few
preachers of the Genesee Conference of
the M. E. Church who held to his convie-
tions of religious truth with uncompromi-
sing tenacity. When stationed at a popu-
lar church, in which none kneeléd in pub-
lic prayer, and no responses were ever
heard, he used, when about to pray in the
pulpit, to say, “ Let me pray.”

For a number of years past he has la-
bored as an evangelist. The revivals that
occurred under his ministry were charac-
terized by more than ordinary depth and
thoroughness. He identified himself with
the Holiness movement in the M. E.
Church, and also with the National Chris-
tian Association, opposed to secret socie-
ties, of which he was a member. He was
strong in his opposition to Masonry, as a
rival religion to the religion of Jesus
Christ.

As a preacher of the Gospel he was
clear, faithful and conscientious, fximing
not to please the people by oratorical dis-
play, but to build them up in faith and
holiness by clearly presenting, and strong-
ly enforcing the great truths of the Word
of God. He was a true friend, a faithfnl
brother. He left a widow and two sons.

One, Rev. M Hard, a member of the Ce;n-
tral New York Conference; the other,
Rev. C. P.Hard, a missionary in India.

—_———
PERSECUTION.

If you are a true Christian you must
expect to be slandered. Your sensitive-
ness on that point is altogether too great.
It is impossible for any one to do harm to
the devil’s kingdom without having the
devil for an enemy. He will, if possible
stir up some weak, or formal professor of
religion to say things to injure you. But
do not be alarmed. If God gives you an
influence, men cannot kill it. They may
cripple you for a time, but if you hold on
to God with faith and courage, you will
come out all the stronger. :

‘We had, since we published this maga-
zine, an appointment to preach, miles

\a'wa_v, in a Baptist church. A preacher in

the place belonging to a denomination
to which we had given years of earnest
labor, went to the brother who had invi-
ted us, and told him that we had been
turned out of the Church for a revolting
crime. He knew he was telling a lie out
of whole cloth. We did not feel in the
least disturbed, but went on with the
meeting just the same. Leaving the fu-
ture out of the account, that preacher in-
jured himself more than he did us.

Have you never noticed how, in our
Lord’s Sermon on the Mount, the only
class upon which he pronounces a double
blessing, is the persecuted ? He first says,
Blessed are they which are persecuted for
righteousness sake, for theirs 1 the king-
dom of Heaven. Then,to be more .speci-
fic, he adds, Blessed are ye when men shall
revile you, and persecute you, and shall
say all manner of evil against you falsely,
for my sake. Rejoice and be exceeding glad,
for great 18 your reward in heaven.—Matt.
v, 10-12.

It is expected of a soldier under fire,
that he shall stand his ground and act as
a soldier. If you are a Christian, you are
a soldier; and when the fiery darts of per-
secution are aimed at you, do not run, nor
yield, but use your shield and stand firm
for God, and rejoice.
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A SUCCESSFUL LIFE.

They are waiting the summons of their
Master. They have lived together fifty
years. Never for a single day have they
failed to have family prayer. They have
seven children—three on the other shore,
four here. These were given a good ed-
ucation in industry ; economy and piety,
at home ; in such knowledge as the schools
impart, at Oberlin. Two of the sons are
successfully engaged in an honorable bus-
iness. The daughter is a teacher, and by
her conscientious devotion to her duties,
she commands good situations and a good
salary. The other son is a practical farm-
er,and works the home farm on shares. It
consists of sixty acres, and would sell, per-
haps, for sixty dollars’per acre; yet it
yields enough to support both families in
comfort. :

‘We have had the privilege of spending
several days with this interesting couple,
who have so successfully fought the bat-
tle of life. They live in great comfort,
peace and happiness. Their cottage con-
sists of two rooms and a summer-kitchen
down stairs, and two rooms, finished un-
der the roof,above. The front room serves
for their parlor and bed-room. The walls
are ornamented with several pictures—
such as “ The descent of Christ from the
Cross,” paintings of rural scenery, and
photographs of the family. It has also a
piano, which the daughter uses when at
home. The back room is both kitchen
and dining-room ; up stairs are two spare
beds.

They do their own work, and make no
doctor’s bills. They do not owe a dollar,
but live within their income. Last year
the expenses of their living, above what
their garden and chickens furnished, was
one hundred and eight dollars. Their
income, three hundred dollars. They

pay forty dellars a year for the support
of the Gospel, and have something left to
help the poor.

Their sole business is to serve the Lord.
They are regular in theirattendance upon
the meetings. For years he has held
prayer-meetings, in which many have been

converted, and more encouraged to press
on in the Divine life. If a soul becomes
awakened, he tries to find it out, if possi-
ble, and tries to help that soul to Christ.

They have their enemies, for they bear
an out-spoken testimony against the
worldly-conformed, easy-going religion of
the day. Yet nobody questions their piety.
There is no probability that their children
will become alienated from each other by
quarreling over their property when they
are gone.

Thus are they waiting,—happy in God,
waiting joyously for the summons to
come ap higher.

Who can say that their life has not
been a successful one? :

DEepIcaATION.—At Howard, Knox Co.,
Ohio, we dedicated a church to the wor-
ship of God, the 17th of November. The
audience room is twenty-eight by forty-
three, neat pleasant and commodious. The
small society had done nobly in meeting
the cost, so that we had only one hundred
and fifty. dollars to raise. This was -
readily contributed by the large congre-.
gation in attendance. There was a deep
interest in the meetings, a few were con-
verted, and conviction seemed to be gen-
eral among the people.

SER SRR

UNIVERSALISM is so contrary to all the
teachings of the Bible, that we see not
how any one who regards the Bible as an
authoritative declaration of the will of
God, can really embrace it orhold to it for
any length of time. They generally either
give up the Bible, or Universalism. The
Rev. H. A. Hanaford has sensibly done
the latter. He has publicly renounced
“all fealty to, or connection with the Uni-
versalist Denomination.” He says that
he is “convinced of the essential truthful-
ness and adaptation to human needs, of
those conceptions of Christian devotion
which have distinguished the people com-
monly called evangelical.” He intends
to join the Congregationalists. He is a
son of the Rev. Mrs. Pheebe Hanaford, a
somewhat noted Universalist preacher.
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THE QUEEN OF MADAGASCAR has,
thkrough the influence of the Gospel, set
free all the slaves in her dominion, and
has given to each family enongh land to
furnish them with the means of support.

Up to 1820 this island was wholly given
to idolatry. In that year, under the auspi-
ces of the London Missionary Society, a
mission was established there, by Rev. D.
Jones, with the sanction of the King. For
fifteen years, during the life of the King,
the mission flourished. The Queen, who
succeeded him, fell under the influence of
the parfy in favor of the old idolatry. A
violent persecution broke out. Many of
the native Christians were deprived of
their property, and many were put to
death. The persecution lasted fifteen
years. Some were burned at the stake,
others were thrown from a precipice and
dashed to pieces upon the rocks beneath.
Their sufferings were borne with Chris-
tian courage. The converts kept on mul-
tiplying.

At length the queen’s son, & boy of sev-
enteen, was converted. There was a

struggle between the superstition of the
woman and the instinets of the mother.

But the mother prevailed. “He is my
son, my only, my beloved son. Let him
do what he pleases. 1f he wishes to be-
come a Christian, let him, he is my belov-
ed son.” :

The successor of the Queen was a

~ Christian. She sent to the keeper of the
royal idol, and inquired—

*To whom does this idol belong ?”

** To the Queen.”

By her command the idol was publicly
burned. The example was generally fol-
lowed. There was a great demand for the
Bible, and six thousand copies were sold
within two weeks. A wonderful religi-
ous revolution followed, and the nation
has become thoronghly Christianized

e

WRroNGs —We dislike to have any one
treat us with injustice, because he is so
apt to become a bitter, implacable enemy.
He who has preying upon his mind the
consciousness of having treated another
with injustice, or ingratitude, inevitably

makes false representations, not only for
the purpose of exciting prejudice against
the one he has wronged, but more especi-
ally to try and satisfy his own conscience
that he is not so much to blame. There
is scarcely anything that a man will not
forgive you for sooner, than for his hav.
ing returned you evil for good.
e R TR e S
ADULTERATED LIQUORS.
In its best state, Wine iz a mocker,

‘strong drink 18 raging, and whosoever 18

deceived thereby, 18 not wise. What must
it be when compounded of poisonous
drugs? Men who engage in the liquor
business do so to make money, with the
full understanding that it is at the expense
of the peace and happiness of their fel-
low-men. To expect that such men will
be conscientious is the height of folly.
The selling of lignor as a beverage, is &
calling from which honor is, of necessity,
excluded. There is no reason to suppose
that the liquors generally. sold are any
better than those examined by a- chemist
in Lincoln, Nebraska, The citizens of
that place purchased a quantity of liquor
at twelve of the principal places of sale
in that village, and submitted such Iig-
ors to the analysis of the Professor of
Chemistry in the University of Nebraska.
The specimens included whisky, port
wine, brandy, gin, angelica wine, bourbon
whisky and common whisky. The main
ingredients of these were sugar of lead,
strychnine, strontia, potash, benzine, log-
wood and alcohol. The Professor gave
the different amounts of these ingredients
and says, “ In many of these liquors there
is strychnine enough in each quart to kill
a man, if it were taken separate from any
other mixture, and at one dose; the same
is true of sugar of lead.” In no specimen
of the whisky was there alchohol above
twenty-five per cent; most specimens had
only fifteen per cent, while in good whis-
ky the amount should be fifty per cent.
Most of the whisky could be manufac-
tured for thirty centsa gallon. The port
wine was & curiosity. It contained sugar
of lead, potash and soda carbonates in
large quantities, logwood and nine per
cent of alchohql. The Angelica wine
was made from sugar of lead, strontia,
brazil-wood and alcohol twelve per cent.
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MEANS WASTED.

It is strange that men of means do not
exercise the same good sense in making
contributions to the cause of God that
they do in business matters. In their
business they endeavor to make every
dollar useful. Inthe cause of God it is
safe to say that more than bhalf the money
contributed goes for that which is purely
ornamental. Church edifices every way
as comfortable and convenient as those in
which the rich put their money could be
built often for one-tenth of the actual
cost. The very gorgeousness of a costly
church defeats the object for which
churches should be built—helping souls
to Heaven. They afford no help to the
poor ; for they shut-them out. They do
not help the rich; for they encourage
them to take up with a religion in which
humility—one of the prime essentials of
Christianity is wanting. Thus they cater to
pride and vanity which ruin the soul. So
most of the money that is put in these
costly churches is worse than thrown
away. :

It is so with schools. . We applied to a
wealthy professor of religion for help for
our school, in which the means of obtain-
ing a Christian education are,put within
the reach of those of but moderate means,
and in which many are helped. We got
nothing. The same party gave thousands
—an amount that wonld have finished our
building and paid our debts—to a school
heavily endowed, for articles which an-
swer no practical purpose whatever.

We know of an institution where pro-
fessorships are endowed, which has costly
buildings capable of accommodating five
or six hundred students, which has an ac-
tual attendance of only about fifty.

There is need of a reform in the use
that is made of money which is profess-
edly consecrated to God. It should be
put where it can do most good. We have
no right to squander .God’s money in
show and parade.

s

OprosiNG HoriNEss.—It is highly in-
consistent for one who professes to be a
Christian, to oppose holiness. The least

degree of saving grace makes one, as far
as it is yielded to, holy. The object of the
Bible, of the ministry, and of the Church,
is to destroy sin and promote holiness. It
would be as proper for a farmer to be op-
posed to abundant harvests, or a soldier to
victory, as for a Christian to oppose holi- .
ness. To ridicule the doctrine, or make
wholesale, disparaging remarks about it
and its professors, such as are calculated -
to bring both into contempt, is so utterly
at variance with the Spirit of Christ, that
we are at a loss to imagine how one can
do it who has the smallest spark of saving
grace. Those who do it, will be almost
certain to lose whatever degree of the
Spirit’s influence they may possess. “ A
kingdom divided against itself cannot
stand.” “The kingdom of God is right-
eousness, peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost,” that is holiness; and whatever
opposes this, though it 1aay prevail for a
time, will be ultimately overthrown.
Even where we cannot fully indorse the
form of stating the doctrine, or the meas-
ures adopted by those who are honestly
endeavoring to promote holiness, we
‘should be careful, in expressing our dis-
sent, lest it should appear as if we were
opposing the doctrine itself. Remember
our Saviour rebuked his disciples when
they forbade others who cast out devils
in the name of Christ, because they fol-
lowed not them.
e e i

FavuLT-FINDING.—DO NOT take it for
granted that you are in a good religious
state because you can see something to
find fault with in those who give good
evidence of being deeply devoted to God.
A much better test is your ability to en-
dure being found fault with. Do you con-
sider one an enemy because he does not
approve of all your actions? Do you
turn upon one who tells you of your
faults, and accuse him of still greater
ones? If so, you are greatly lacking in
patience, and in fidelity. If you see things
in others that need to be corrected, you
should tell them of it in love, and not in
retaliation. 1f they try to make you bet-
ter, you shouid seeif there is nota chance
for improvement in you, and not go at
them. It is no work- of grace to tempt
others, but, Blessed is the man that endur-

eth temptation.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

=
LOVE FEAST.

M. Poor.—I love to testify to God’s
goodness. I feel that he is doing a won-
derful work for me. I am going through
in His own way. Bless His name! Iam
saved to the uttermost,and have that faith
in God that claims all his promises. Even
in the dark hours when Satan would
tempt me to Iook at surroundings, I can
look to God for help, and He does help,
Bless His name! I am small and weak of
myself; but whileI let the Lord have his
- way, I have all the grace and strength I
need to do His blessed will. I can trust
Him to keep us out here in Kansas, or
anywhere he sees fit to send us. I know
that while we love Him and do His will
we need not fear. He will take us through
. gloriously. The way seems narrower than
ever; but there is more freedom in it and
more blessed communion with God. Iam
in for the whole war, and am willing to
take a soldier’s fare. We find God has a
people here who are holding up the stand-
ard and trying to keep it up to the Bible
mark; knowing that a few.truly saved of
God are of more value than many who take
the popular,world-pleasing way. God needs
a tried army here, if any where; for the
popular isms of the day are trying hard
to gain the victory ; but with Gdd on our
side, we will overcome. We are looking
to Him to work for us and with us.

Mgs. 8. W. VaNorMAN.—To-day finds
me firmly settled on the Rock that was
cleft to take me in. My face is get as a
flint, Zionward. I find no consolation
but in Jesus, and in obeying him. I am
surrounded with every “ism ” of the day.
The enemy is all around me, trying in
gsome means, if possible, ta ensnare my
feet. It seems as though I am often
called upon to stand at the very cannon’s
mouth. But the Lord has wonderfully
delivered me thus far. Bless his name.
I am trusting the Lord in the shadow of
Calvary.

Mgrs. E. J. SEARP.—I want to tell the
pilgrims that Jesus saves me now. Praise
his name! I love his blessed will.

Olivet, Dakota.

REv. J. W. SEARP.—My testimony this
morning is that Jesus saves me fully. I
am living in the light of his countenance.
‘I feel to cry, ¢ Dakota for Jesus }”

“’Twas joyful once, ’tis glorious now,
and better on before.”

Olivet, Dakota.

J. B. Daniers.—I was in New York
awhile ago, and went to the Palmer meet-
ing; and I heard Isaac M, See say, « Vie-
tory!” The word-thrilled me. As if
comes to me here to-night, and I repeat it,
it just thrills me again and again. Vie-
tory ! It is victory now, and victory for-
ever. ¥

PHEBE E. Cox.—I am so glad this morn-
ing that I am a child of the living God,
that I hardly know how to begin to tell
the story of redeeming love. My pen lin-
gers while I try to tell the readers of the
EARNEST CHRISTIAN my actual condition
before God, as I see it. The past few days
have unfolded to me new views of the
character of Christ, and the preciousness.
of hig blood. And as I study the Word
more, I find it is all of Christ and nothing
of myself. Down in the depth of my.soul
I keep crying out:

*‘O to be nothing, nothing!

Only to lie at His feet.

A broken and emptied vessel,
For the Master's use made meet.”

I can safely say I am on ground Inever
occupied before, and as I go, I set stakes,
that I may never go overthesame ground
again. Not to indulge in novel-reading is
one of the stakes I have set, nor in foolish
jesting, another. The sum and subsiance
is, I am saved. Saved by the blood of the
Lamb and #7738 is the word of my testi-
mony. Glory to God. :

McHenry Co., IU.
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