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SERMON. 

BY REV. B. T. BOBEBTS. 

TEXT.—" We also are men of like passions \?ith 
yon, and preach onto you that ye shonld tnm from 
these vanities nnto the living Gtod, whieh raade 
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all thinge that 
are tlierein."—Acta liv, 15. 

God calls men to preach the Gospel. 
He might have chosen angels; but 
they could not have that sympathy 
with us that one of our number can. 
They do not know from experience our 
trials and temptations. So to man is 
committed the work of offering salva
tion to the lost. 

A.S God would "have aU men to be 
saved, and come to the knowledge of 
the truth," he takes men from all ranks 
and conditions in life to preach the 
Gospel. They are men of " like pas
sions " with the rest of mankind. 
Wherein tbey differ, it is grace that 
makes tbem differ. They can enter 
into the feelings of sinners, for they 
are themselves sinners by nature; 
they can tell of the wretchedness that 
sin brings, for some of them have been 
rescued from its depths. When they 
speak of the victories which a sinner 
may, through grace, achieve, they 
speak of that of which they have 
knowledge. 

I. Let us consider. The Being to 
whom we should turn. He is the living 

God. To many who believe in Christ, 
he is the same as Washington or 
Buonaparte, a hero to be admired for 
what he has done, rather than a God to 
be trusted for what he can now do. 
They read with veneration the ac
counts given in the Bible of God's 
wonderful interposition in behalf of his 
people in the past; bnt they reject as 
fanatical the idea that God wiU at the 
present do anything for his servants 
out of the ordinary course of natnre. 
They worship an historical God. To 
secure temporal mercies; they rely 
implicitly upon temporal means; to 
secure spiritual blessing, they rely 
upon sacraments and ordinances— 
called means of grace. The latest 
fashion of science is to maintain that 
everything that exists sprang into ex
istence by the mere operation of law, 
without the agency of God. It ignores 
his existence. Its one great dogma is 
the -uniformity of the laws of nature. 
It closes its eyes to the fact that 
many of these laws are reversed just 
at the critical point where the welfare 
of man demands such reversal. It is 
a general law that cold contracts and 
heat expands material substances. To 
this law we owe the possibility of the 
steam-engine. Steam occnpies sixteen 
hnndred times the space that the water 
did from which it was formed. Cold 
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eondenses steam to water and contracts 
the water np to the point where it is 
ready to assume the form of ice. I t 
then expands about one-ninth of ita 
volume. Did this law continue in 
force, instead of being on the top of 
streams, ice would sink to the bottom. 
In a cold winter the rivers would become 
solid. Otu- ordinary summers would 

'hardly thaw them out. Their beds 
•would change every year. The fish 
*would die. Can any scientist tell ns 
•why there is a change in this law of 
•Mature just at the point where change 
is demanded? 

The law of gravity is one of the 
•most general laws of nature. I t is in 
••obedience to this law that the planets 
•revolve in their spheres; that the vapor 
-ascends and the rain descends. In 
•accordance with this law, where bodies 
•&Te free to move, the heaviest seeks 
.ihe bottom. 

To this general law, gases are an 
•exception. If it applied to the gases 
• of which our atmosphere is composed, 
the oxygen being the heaviest wonld 

- settle at the bottom, then the nitrogen, 
T tiien the watery vapor. Were this the 
case, the earth wonld speedily bnm 
np. Oxygen is snch a supporter of 
combnstion that the hardest steel bums 
in it with great brilliancy. Can any 

•give the reason why this law is over-
•reached just when man's welfere re
quires it? W e answer: It is because 
there is A LIVING GOD. He made 

• htaven and earih, and all things that 
are therein, and upholds them by his 

joower. He has not changed. He has 
Hot grown feeble vrith age, nor care
less by long-continued prosperity. His 
power and skill are just the same as 
when he created the worlds and sent 

them rejoicing in their orbits. He has 
the same care over his servants that 
he did in the days of Elisha and of 
Daniel. Prayer is not simply a devo
tional exercise which derives its chief 
benefit from its reactionary influence 
upon our own feelings. I t is the pre
sentation of our requests to the living 
God who answers prayer. In every 
affliction it is the the consolation of 
the saints to know that God lives. In 
every emergency He is always at 
hand—a very present help in every 
time of need. This is the God to 
whom you are invited to tum. It is 
not to the church. I t ia not to mere 
doetrinea, however important and tme. 
I t is not to sacraments, however solemn. 
I t is to the living God. 

I I . H o w WE SHOTILD TDBN UHTO 

IHE LOBD. 

1. With the heari. When yonr 
enemy professes to become your friend, 
if yon have good reason to suspect thai 
he does it from interested motives, that 
he may gain some farther advantage— 
you think worse of him than befoie. 
Grod knows the heart. No one im
poses upon him. Words however elo
quent or appropriate, are not on tbat 
aaooant pleasing to Him. What He 
regards is the purpose of the heart, no 
matter what the language or form may 
be. Therefore also note, saith the Lord, 
turn ye even to me wiA all your heart, 
and with fasting, and with weeping, and 
with foouming: and rend your heart 
and not your garment, and tum unio tht 
Lord your God; for he is gracious and 
mtretful, slow to anger, and of great 
kindnest, and repenteth him of the tml. 
—Joel ii, 12, 13. 

2. Wt mnst tum to God, hy tummg 
from our vanities. This is a point 

i 



SERMON. 80 

upon which God insists. The first 
eommandment reads, Thou shalt have 
tlo other gods before me.—Exod, XI, 3. 
It is not sufficient to have Jehovah for 
onr God: we mnst have no other. 
Christ does not say to men simply 
" Follow me." But his words are, 
So likewise, whosoever he be of you that 
forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot 
be my disciple.—Luke xiv, 33. In ac
cordance •with these plain passages, 
and with the whole tenor of Scripture, 
the Apostle insisted that they should, 
in turning to God, TURN FBOM THEIB 

VANiriKS. 

It was this feature in his discourse 
tbat stirred up opposition. Prior to 
this, he was the most popular man that 
had ever visited the plaoe. They 
ofiered him divine honors and called 
him the chief of their goda. " And 
when the people saw what Paul had 
done, they lifted up their voices, say
ing in the speech of Lycaonia, the gods 
are come down to us in the likeness of 
men. And they called Barnabas, 
Jupiter; and Panl, Mercnrius, be
canse he was the chief speaker. Then 
the priest of Jupiter, which was before 
their city, bronght oxen and garlands 
onto the gates, and would have done 
sacrifice with the people."—Acts xiv, 
11-13. 

How soon was aU this friendly feel
ing destroyed by the preaching of Panl! 
In trying to tum them from their 
vanities, he alienated them from him
self. Their idols were touched. They 
were ready to listen to anything plausi
ble that might be said against him. 
And there came thither ceriain Jews from 
Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded 
the people, and having stoned Paul, drew 
him out of the city, supposing he had 

been dead.—v, 19. Human nature is 
still the same. He who will persuade 
the people that they can oome to Christ 
and still cling to their vanities, wiU 
provoke no opposition from camfll na
ture. In Germany, where it is HO 
impeachment of one's Chriatian cha
racter to drink and smoke and break 
the Sabbath, and in short, live like 
the world, everybody belongs to the 
chnrch. Mrs. Palmer records that, 
when in England, she insisted on tem
perance, it killed the revival. When 
Mr. Moody, in Chicago, in response to 
public inquiries, took issue in tbe 
mildest possible manner •with secret 
societies, aome zealous co-laborers w«re 
at once aroused to indignation. So let 
any person, no matter how deep his 
piety, how loving his spirit, preach tkat 
men shoidd, in tuming to God, i v sn 
FBOM THEIB vauitios—from Freeaa-
Bonry, and fashion, and pride, and 
tobacco, and covetousness, and he wiU 
encounter opposition in every form that 
the spirit of the age and the law of the 
land •wiU allow. Those who cleave 
to the Lord wiU cleave to him; but ttie 
multitude, at the bidding of their 
priests, will be ready to stone him. 

Still we must insist upon i t ; for it 
is the truth, that nnless you turn fr^m 
your vanities, you cannot turn accepta
bly to God. He will not hare a ' 
divided aUegiance. If you consider 
your voluntary oaths of greater fosee 
than your obligations to God, then He 
is not your God. You pay a greater 
homage to another power. 

So if you obey feshion, when it 
comes in direct conflict with God's plan 
commands, then yon are the servant 
of fashion, and so caimot be a serraot 
ofGod. 
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Then turn from all your vanities to 
the living God. He alone can help 
you, and bless you, and save you. 
No matter how strong are the oaths 
that men take to stand by yon, they 
cannot go with you ihrough the valley 
of the shadow of death. They cannot 
help you at the judgment They can
not keep you from hell, nor assuage 
yonr anguish in the dark land of deep 
despair. 

No matter -with what cost yon may 
adorn your person, all theae material 
omaments loae their beauty in the 
grave. The cannot give you comfort 
in affliction, nor introduce you to tbe 
King of Glory. You cannot wear the 
ornaments of pride, and the^ne linen, 
white, and clean, in which the armies 
of Heaven are clothed. 

Then be half-hearted no longer. Turn 
to the Lord with purpose of heart 
Benounce the vanities of the world at 
once and forever. Wherefore come out 
from among them, and be ye separate, 
saiih the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing ; and I will receive you, and will 
be a father unto you, and ye shall be my 
sons and daughters, saith ihe Lord 
Almighty. 

• -»^ 

A FORCIBLE TEUTH.—Yon might 
as well try to get blood out of a stone, 
as to get a Christian life out of an un
christian heart 

—Coals of fire cannot be coneealed 
beneath the most sumptuous apparel, 
they •will betray themselves with smoke 
and flame; nor can darling-- sins be 
long hidden beneath thh most ostenta
tious profession; they will sooner or 
later discover themselves, and bum 
aad holea in the man's reputation. Sin 
needs quenching in the Saviour's blood, 
not concealing under the garb of re
ligion. 

W H A T IS YOUR H O P E ? 

Reader, what is yonr hope about 
your soul? Have you any, or havo 
yon none ? Can you teU me in what 
way yon expect to be accounted right
eous before God ? 

Depend upon it, these are very 
serious questions. You and I are dy
ing men. After death comes the judg
ment What is our hope of acqvuttal 
in that awful day ? What are we go
ing to plead on our behalf before God ? 

Shall we say that we have done our 
duty to God ? ShaU we say that we 
have done our duty to onr neighbor? 
ShaH we bring forward our prayers, 
our regularity, our morality, onr amend' 
ments, our church-going? Shall we 
ask^ to be accepted by. God because of 
any of these things 7 

Whicb ot these things will stand 
God's eye ? Wbich of them will ac
tually justify yon and me ? Which of 
them will carry ua clear tbrough judg
ment and land us safe in glory 7 

None, none, none. Take any com
mandment of tbe ten, and let us ex
amine ourselves by it. W e have 
broken it repeatedly. W e caunot an
swer God one of a thousand. Take 
any of us, and look narrowly into our 
waya, and we are nothing but sinners. 
There is but one verdict We are all 
guilty, all deserve beU, aU ought to 
die. Wherewith can we come before 
God? 

W e mnat come in the name of 
Jesus, standing on no other ground, 
pleading no other plea than this, " Christ 
died on the cross for the ungodly, and I 
trust in him." 

Oh, believe me, Chriat must be all 
the hope of every one who would be 
justified and saved. You muat be 
content to go to heaven as a beggar— 
saved by free grace, simply as a be
liever in Jesus—OB TOU WILL NEVEB 
BE SAVED AT ALL.—Rev. J. C, Byle. 

—Rocks intervene, which.bide the 
Shepherd from the sheep; bnt never 
the sheep from the Shepherd. 
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UNITY. 

The great central fact which makes 
the church one, is its common love for 
the Man Jesus Christ How can an 
unbelieving man, fail to perceive the 
rational argument—the conviction that 
this is the very Christ—when such an 
inexplicable influence is flowing out 
through Him, and from Him, through
out tbe worid and the generations ? 
The phenomenon of a church full of 
faith and the ^Holy Ghost cannot be 
accounted for except on "the ground 
that God sent his Son to be the Sa-
•viour of the world. The mission of 
Christ mast be admitted by reason
able men, just as they perceive you, 
and me, and the others who belong to 
the Lord, at unity in the Father and 
Son. There are no evasions ot the 
critical difficulty that faces tbem. 

Then this unity will be a sufficient 
motive for co-operation on the part of 
aU of us. Nothing can, and nothing 
shall or should separate saints. There 
are plenty of prejudices in this world. 
Some people have prejudices against 
the cast of a Jew's features; others 
are separated by the form of the 
church's ceremonies about them, and 
they so aggravate and emphasize 
the diversities, that they altogether 
lose sight of the fact of a substantial 
unity. Dear friends, it we are one; if 
we are to manifest that oneness, and 
if the world is to be brought in confess
ing its folly as it beholds this oneness 
of true believers, then have we a great 
argument for all generons co-operation 
with all saints. For my own part I 
care little what be the name by which 
I am called on earth; it is of far more 
consequence to me what is the name 
that is written on the Lamb's Book of 
Life; for this world may cease in a 
moinent—in the twinkling of an eye, 
when the Lord shall come and give me 
that name which I shall wear forever 
and ever. Be not so anxious to main
tain your own separate and exclusive 
visible' relationship, either social or 
eccleaiasticaL Be more concerned, oh 

believer—be more concerned that you 
are in Him, that you are in the Father, 
tfaat you are a branch of the living 
vine; that the life of God flows through 
your Ufe. The work that is to be done 
by this unity of beUevers is to com
plete the unity, to bring in othera and 
make them partakers ot this great fact, 
to summon the uncaUed children of 
God. 

But oh, the personal question, my 
dear friends, for you, ia this, "Are you-
in unity ^ îth the Father and with his 
Son, or are you in rebellion against 
Him ?" When you look up to the 
stars in their courses, and think of the 
hand that gave each its orbit and the 
wisdom that ruleth among the worlds, 
can you say, " My Father guides them 
aU?" When you look out into life 
and the seas seem rough and the clouds 
lower, are yoa comforted with the 
thought, '• My Father's at the helm ?" 
And when the judgment rises before 
you, and you know that you must an
swer for the deeds done in the body, 
can you say, " Amidst the clouds' 
which are round about I see the face 
of the Son of Man ; in Him I am ac
cepted, in Him I have been crucified, 
through Him I have been saved; I 
shaU not be before that throne, I shaU 
sit with Him on his throne." 

Dear friend, are you thus in the 
Father and in the Son 7 Then, wher
ever there ia a believer, he is one with 
you in heaven or on earth. Wherever 
there is work for the Master to be 
done, it is your .responsibility, however 
it may be extended or Umited. 
• May the Master lead ns to appreciate 
and enjoy our oneness in the Father 
and the Son, and to manifest it in sub
missive, god-like, consecrated Uving. 
Amen.— Union in Christ. 

—Thoae who are living the simple 
Ufe of faith, and each day take a little 
sentence from the precious Word, aa 
their guide and comfort for that day, 
will find the rough pathway of life fiill 
of sweetness and ripples of warm snn
shine. 
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CONDITIONS OP SALVATION, 

llY FHANK SMITH." 

" •What mnst I do to l>e saved J"—Acts xvi, 80. 

This question asked by the Phil
lipian j-ailor was answered by the 
Apostle Paul in the worda ao often 
uaed at the present time: " BeUeve on 
the Lord Jesns Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved, and thy house." 
• There ia no aalvation withont faith. 
No one can read the Bible. carefnUy 
without seeing what infinite pains God 
has taken to give men confidence in 
Him—in his power, his wisdom, and 
his love. When we are told in his 
word that Jesus is the Son of God— 
that " upon Him our iniqnities were 
laid;" that by " his stripes we are 
healed," and that through his death we 
have life—we ahould beUeve i t And 
when we read in the word that, " Who
aoever cometh to him, he wiU in no 
wiae caat ont;" " And that in the day 
we seek Him with all onr heart, he 
will be found of na;" we can have 
no reasonable doubt that, if we conae 
in accordance with his word, he wiU 
save us. But we ask, What is implied 
in this faith or beUef ? Let tis look at 
the facts as we know them in this and 
in other instances left upon record. 

There are many in the present day 
who seem to think that, if they beUeve 
that Jesns is the Christ, and that he 
died for them, they are saved. They 
mingle with God's people; unite with 
the chnrch—perhaps leave off some 
outbreaking sins, and there rest, be
lieving that nothing remains for them 
to do. 

When, as Saul journeyed toward 
Damascus, and the Lord appeared to 
him in the way, he immediately asks, 
" Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do ?" When it was shown him '' How 
great things he must suffer for his 
nwne's sake," he conferred not with 
flesh and blood; neither counted he 
his Ufe dear, nnto himself bnt at once 
sat abont the work God had called him 
to. When the PhUUpian jailor Was 

told to beUeve on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and he should be saved, it 
meant more to him than merely assent
ing to the truth. The faith he em
braced would bring him in direct con
flict with his former Ufe, with his duties 
as jailor, with his former associates. 
He was uniting with a sect everywhere 
spoken against—a people that were per
secuted, tormented, and many of whom 
were slain for their faith. I t was forsak
ing all for Chriat.' "Whoaoever he be of 
you that foraaketh not all that he hath, 
cannot be my disciple."—Lnke xiv, 33. 

When our forefathers would sever 
their allegiance to the British Crown, 
they met in convention, and declared 
themselves independent of the foreign 
power. They said, " W e wiU be in 
bondage no more." But was that aU 
they had to do? Full weU we know 
the sacrifices, the sufferings, and the 
cost of that declaration. So a sinner 
may come to Jesus, as he ia—a ainner I 
nothing to pay ; not waiting to make 
himaelf good enough to come ; he may 
sever his connection with Satan, and 
the Lord will receive him. But he 
finds something to do, to resist the 
devU. " Strive to enter in; for many 
I say nnto you, shaU seek to enter in 
and shaU not be able," is the cotmsel 
of the Sa^viour. 

There may be sacrifices to make. 
Instance the young ruler who came 
running to Jesus. Such was his 
earnestness. He had kept the com
mandments from his youth. Yet when 
his idol was touched, he tnrned and 
went away sorrowful, and that is the 
last we hear of him. When a man ex
ercises tbe feith that brings salvation, 
he becomes a new creature in Christ 
Jesns. "Old things pass away, be
hold aU things become new"—new mo
tives. '• No man can serve two mas
ters." Whatsoever he does ia to fiie 
glory of God. 

New loves, " If any man love the 
world, the love of the Fatber is not in 
him." . 

New associations. " How can two 
walk togetiier except they be agreed ?" 

L. i 

1 
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There is no feUowship between 
Christ and BeUal. " If any man wiU 
be a friend of the world, he is the ene
my of Grod; for whatsoever is born of 
God overcometh the world, and this is 
the victory that overcometh the world, 
even our faith. 

Man is naturaUy proud, and very 
selfish, fuU of all manner of evU. We 
are taught in the word that we are to 
humble ourselves nnder the mighty 
hand of God; to keep our body under; 
bring it into subjection; cracify the 
flesh. In short, when we became 
Christians, we entered upon a warfare 
that enlists all our powers of mind 
and body, if we are to succeed in 
making good soldiers; if we expect 
to aay with Paul, " I have fought a 
good fight; I have finiahed my courae; 
I have kept the faith. Henceforth 
there is laid np for me a crown of right
eousness which the Lord, the righteous 
Jndge, shall give me at t iat day." 

"To him that overcometh wUl 1 
grant to sit with me in my throne, even 
as I also overcame, and am set down 
with my Father m his throne."—Rev. 
ui, 2L 

—There is a difference between the 
man of God who walks with God, and 
the man who has, in the judgment of 
charity, been bora of God, but who is 
in love with the things of time, and is 
imbued with the spirit and devoted to 
the pursuits of this world. There is a 
difference likewise between a steam
boat ploughing upstream ten miles an 
hour, and a steamboat stuck fast on a 
snag and smkiDg to the bottom. 

WAITING FOB GOD TO SAVE.—Wait ? 
Must you wait ? No: God has been 
waiting for you for years. The waiting 
is aU the other way: it is aU on God's 
side. Are you ready for a patient^ 
waiting God? That is the question. 

—God's aim in afflicting His chil
dren is either to keep them from sin, 
or, when they have sinned, to bring 
them to repentance for it, or to bring 
them nearer to him. 

HOW TO USB FAITH. 

It is a strange thing that a sort of 
mystery seems to wrap itself around 
faith to some minds, and makes it seem 
more as a clouded theory, than a prac
tical, aimple, heart-grasp of Jesus the 
Lerd. 

Peihaps it may be that we have 
been so intent on flnding out what it is, 
that we have faUed to look beyond, to 
what it links us on to. To dweU on 
faith as a thing by itself ia a profitiess 
exercise; but to dweU on Christ, and 
on those things which are ours in Him, 
if we. will but appropriate them, carries 
us beyond mere desire into possession. 

There is a verse (Heb. u, 14) which 
says, " Strong meat belongeth to them 
that are of fnU age, even those who, by 
reason of nse, have their senses exer
cised to discern both good and evfl." 

Perhaps the reason that faith seems 
vague and misty may be that you have 
not used and exercised even the smaU 
amount that you doubt not you possess. 

You have faith to believe that Jesns 
is the Son of God, that He has died for 
your sina, and pardoned them; and 
now you desire to realize something 
more of the deeper meaning of these 
words of S t Paul's, " The just shaU 
Uve by faith." 

Again and again, after faUure and 
disappointment, yon are ready to say, 
•' Ah, if only I had faith, as I see others 
have!" . 

Yon are quite sure that you have 
some faith; you could not believe on 
God at all, otherwise. And what is 
the answer of Jeana to the prayer, 
"Lord, increase onr faith?" If ye 
had faith as a grain of mustard-seed, 
ye shonld say, and nothing 
sball be impossible nnto you.—Matt 
xvii, 20. And in a former chapter of 
the same Gospel He speaks of the 
mustard-seed aa " indeed the least of 
aU seeds." 

Does not this teach us that this Uttie 
seed only needs exercise and it wiU 
grow—only needs somethmg on which 
to expend itself, and it wiU spring up, 
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" the greatest among herbs and become 
a tree, so that the birds of the air may 
come and lodge in the branches there
of?"—Mat xiii, 32. Like all things in 
the moral world, it must expend itself, 
if it would increase; it muat lose itself 
in something else if il would become 
" rich and increased ;" always growing, 
because always giving—always ex
pending, in order always to receive. 
Faith mnst cast itself forth by a Uving 
impulse and lose sight of itself in its 
object 

How is this to be ? 
W e hear a great deal about evil 

thoughts, skeptical donbts, fearful temp
tationa, and so on, in a vague and 
indefinite way; but surely one of the 
great needs of Christ's cburch is that 
those who, for the most pai-t, are not 
tried in any terrible way, but are 
Uving quiet, ordinary, unremarkable 
Uves, should more fully rise to the 
dignity of the high and holy caUing 
whereby we are called, and live out
wardly unremarkable Uves in a re
markable manner, to the praise and 
glory of God. 

In one sense, we are not, for the 
most part, called upon to lead great 
Uves ; to bear great extremes of pov
erty or riches; perfect health or con
tinuous iUness; great suffering and no 
joy, or great joy and no suffering. For 
the most part, Ufe is wonderfiilly 
wrought and tempered together ; aa we 
might say, " the cup is well mixed." 

To those who have these great 
burdens laid on them, I auppose our 
Father has a secret message unheard 
by others, a message so still and deep, 
that it ever sounds above the melody 
of joy, or the jar and strife of evU. 

But there is also another sense in 
whiah every one who subscribes him
self by the name of Christ must, if he 
lov-es his Lord, lead a great life; there 
is tbe word, which has lost none of its 
power or beauty, none of the force of 
its wondrous caU, thongh it bas traveled 
centuries to reach ns, since, first spoken 
by Isaiah the prophet: "Every one that 
is called .by my name: I have created 

bim for my glory."—Isa xUii, 7. In 
this sense mnst tiiese ordinary, every
day Uves of ours be great, and so they 
will fae, if we lose them in Him. " Hei 
that loseth his life for my sake and the\ 
Gospel's, shall flnd i t " It needs that 
our aim be set true for this; it leaves 
no room for self-seeking; is it not de
fined for us in these two lines— 

*' Content to fiil a little space 
If thon be Elorified ?" 

Not too proud, not too peevish to take a 
hidden lot; not too shrinking, not too 
careful about self, to take a prominent 
one ; but in either, as it comes to us, 
recognizing a call from God the Holy 
Spirit, and meekly and gladly following 
where He shall lead. 

I t does not matter where our Uves 
are, or what they are ; are they God's ? 
are they given up to Him ? Then 
shall we l>e led of the Spirit; then 
shall we live in Him and walk in Him 
(Gal. V, 25); then will He show us 
the things of Jesus ; then will He guide 
us in the truth, and we ahall keep the 
words of Jesus, whose promise is, " If 
a man love me,he •wiU keep my words, 
and my Father will love him, and we 
will come to him, and make our abode 
with him."—John xiv. 23. 

This is our great provision, "our 
never-failing treasury," for leading lives 
of praise and glory, and it is faith 
which links ua to our provision, to 
" Jesua, our heart's dear refuge." 

This faith which sometimes seems so 
difficult, is simply beUeving that God 
is able to help us in everything, and 
about everything, and that He is wiU
ing to do i t ; to believe this is to make 
these sma.ll lives of onrs worthy. 

Perhaps the difficulty to some may 
be thus: you see God's supply, and 
yon beUeve He is willing to give it; 
but how are you to take and use it ? 

Let us try to leave aU that is vague, 
all that will suit others but not our
selves, and let us look upon our indi
vidual lives. What do we find ? 
What is our lot ? Tiring busmess, long 
houra in the office or shop, homes fuU 
of chUdren needing patience and love, 

http://sma.ll
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trying house-keeping dnties, teaching 
one another, a time spent m preparation 
for the Sunday or week day class, a 
few hours given to the sick and lonely, 
a few more to regular district •visiting ? 
Oh, do we not need to have God with 
us to take the littleness out of them 
which our ignorance has put upon them, 
and to ennoble them witii the thought, 
" They are His ?" 

" Thon earnest not into thy place by accident; 
Itis the very place Qod meant for thee." 

They are not insignificant lives; 
eaoh act is of importance ; " The fire 
shall try every man's work of what sort 
it is II any man's work be 
burned, he shaU suffer loss."—1 Cor. 
iii, 13-15. 

In the place where we are, there is 
our work, tUl God makes it very plain 
that we are to move to another. Per
haps when we have learned these 
preseut lessons well, He may bid us 
move higher; tUl then, let us believe 
that " we serve the Lord Christ;" let 
ns do all " as unto Him, and not unto 
men." 

We are constantly meeting cases in 
which we do not exactly know what to 
do; we do not feel quite sure what 
course to pursue. How vain and fool
ish it is to keep wondering to onrselves, 
or complaining to our friend, about such 
things! Let ns turn and ask our Lord 
and Master. He can tell us, He can 
teach us as none other can, even though 
it may be but the simple need of know
ing what to say to a servant—how to 
find fault, how to be pleasant, how to 
speak in a right tone of voice, how to 
be courteous without being untruthful. 

There is no Uttle matter in wbich 
He will not guide us, and there is 
nothing so small but that in it we need 
His guidance. We cannot do these 
things of ourselves. In a worldly 
point of •view, we have very lowly lives 
to lead; in a heavenly point of view, 
we are a spectacle nnto men and unto 
angels. 

It jnst needs that in every matter 
we ask God to make us do His will, 
and then go straight forward, being 1 

sure that, as we go, the way wUl open 
to ,us. Oh how well it would be to 
leave the greater part of questioning, 
and to become as little chUdren, be
lieving that if we do •wrong, our Father 
wUl show it to us, and that, whUe He 
does not condemn us, we need not be 
in bondage, either to the suggestions of 
Satan or the natnral discontent of one'a 
own heart 

To use faith well is jnst to' be sure, 
and to act as if it were sure, that God, 
having given His Son for us, loves ua 
well enongh to care how we walk in 
this life. It is to pray to Him, "Lord, 
i have so and so to say ; give me the 
right words, and Thy spirit of love for 
saying it," and then to feel sure, how
ever different il is to what we expec
ted, that He has caused us to do His 
will in the matter. In the exercise of 
faith we know that we are working 
•with God; we look to Him when our 
message has been refused, when one 
who seemed hopeful has disappointed 
us, when there is no apparent success 
in answer to our labors, and still we 
faint not, for we know assuredly in our 
heart that it is His work. W e have 
no cause for discouragement, only a 
great need to trast Him, and to be sure 
that we are not neglecting to obey the 
promptings of His Holy Spirit. 

LTsing faith well is holding to the 
Lord Jesus with onr whole heart; it 
is the being sure that He can always 
attend to HS, that we can never weary 
Him, that He wUl not count it impor
tunity when we come to Him again 
and again, with the same tale of our 
desires, and difficulties, and joys; it is 
simply asking Him to abide with ns, 
to live and rule in our very heart, and 
then to give aU into His hands, asking 
Him to choose for ns, to decide for us, 
to lead us by a plain path. 

He is so wiUiug to do this. He says, 
" Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me, for I am meek and lowly of heart, 
and ye shaU find rest nnto yonr sonls." 
—Matt xi, 29. He has given ns the 
rest that flows from sins forgiven and 
blotted ont; now He wants ns to find 



40 THE BABNBST CHBISTIAN. 

pi 
i i 

i 

r 

rest, the daily rest of foUowing Hia 
blessed way and wiU.—Times of Re
freshing. 

— «»•-* 
A L O S T MAN.—^Mr. Whitefield, a 

brother of the Rev. George White-
' field, after Uving some time in a back
sliding, careless state, was roused to a 
perception of his danger, but shortiy af
ter sunk into melancholy and despon
dency. H e was drinking tea with the 
Countess of Huntingdon one afternoon, 
while her ladyship was endeavoring to 
raise his hopes by conversing on the in
finite mercy of God through Jesus 
Christ. For a while it was all in vain. 

" My lady," he replied, " I know what 
you say is true. The mercy of God is 
infinite. I see it clearly. But, ah 1 
my lady, there is no mercy for me! I 
am a wretch, entirely lost!" 

" I am glad to hear it, Mr. White-
field," said Lady Huntingdon. " I am 
glad at my heart that you are a lost 
man." 

He looked at her with great sur
prise. 

" What ! my lady, glad !—glad at 
your heart that I am a lost man ?" 

"Yes Mr. Whitefield, truly glad; 
for Jesus Christ came into the world to 
save the lost" 

He laid his cup of tea on the table, 
and exclaimed, " Bleaaed be God for 
tbat Glory to God for that word! 
Oh ! what unusual power is this which 
I feel attending it! Jesua Christ came 
to save the lost! then I have a ray of 
hope;" and so he proceeded. As he 
finished his last cup of tea, his band 
trembled, and he complained of illness. 
He went out of the house for air, stag
gered, was brought in, and shortly af
ter expired. 

GREAT MEN. 

HOLDING ON.—There is a great deal 
of the holding-on religion to-day. You 
may hold on |aU you please; bnt you 
wiU get tired some time, or yon may 
go to sleep. Yon had better throw 
yourself on God. Let Him hold yon 
on, and then you wUl have underaeath 
you everlasting arms. 

I t is remarked of writers of the pre
sent time that, notwithstanding the 
general diffusion of Uterature and in
teUigence, this age produces but few 
great men. Other periods are pointed 
to, in which men, springing from the 
loweat ranks, have risen to the highest 
positions ; or bursting full-orbed upon 
an tmthinking world, have dazzled it 
with the splendor of their genius, and 
won themselves immortal fame. 

I t is pos.sible that these conclusions 
are well grounded; yet coming days 
may reverse them; the world does not 
always know its greatest men. 

The greatest man among the chUdren 
of Israel, was him from whose com
mands they turned to dance in shame
less revelry around the golden calf. 
The greatest poet of Greece begged his 
bread in blindness and poverty through 
the very cities which afterwards con
tended for the honor of bis birth. Who 
were the greatest men in the days of 
the Jewish commonwealth? Were 
they not the men who were stoned and 
sawn asunder, or who languished in 
dungeons, or were plunged in filthy 
pits; who wandered in sheepskins and 
goatskins, and dwelt in dens and caves 
of the earth? Who were the great 
men of eighteen hundred years ago? 
The CsBsars are btiried beneath an 
avalanche of infamy, and the name of 
him who stood foremost in Judea, 
might have been forgotten long ago, 
were it not made memorable by that 
crime of the ages, committed against 
Him who was " crucified under Pontins 
PUate." 

G^amaliel waa a •wise man; but only 
a few aentencea of all the wise words 
which he apoke remain.—Acta v, 35, 
39. SatU of Tarsua gave promise of 
greatness, till he turned to follow 
the Nazarene, and then everything 
that appeared to be his gain he counted 
but loss. Who were the great men of 
those days, whose names stand ont, 
crowning the ages and marking the 
horizon by their presence? Carpen-



GBBAT MEN. 4T 

ters, fishermen, tax-gatherers; strollmg 
preachers, poor, despised wanderers; 
the filth of the world, the offscouring of 
aU things; preachers of an unwelcome 
gospel; heralds of a rejected faith; 
foUowers of a cracified Leader. 

Who was the greatest man in Rome 
when Nero reigned, and aU the wealth 
and pomp and learning of the empire 
was at his beck ? Was it not a poor 
Jewish tent-maker who sat in his own 
hired house, chained by the hand to the 
soldier that guarded him;—so poor that 
he was glad to send to Troas for his 
old cloak to ahield him from the win
ter's cold;—who nevertheless by his 
writings, his plannings, and his conver
sations, mined and sapped the idolatries 
of the imperial city, and left his record 
chiseled so deeply on the ages that it 
shaU never be effaced ? 

Who were the great men of Germany 
a few generations since ? A poor 
miner's boy, a humble student singing 
in the streets for bread to satiate his 
hunger; a lowly monk, tearful, sin-
bordened, and seeking for rest; a hum
ble preacher of the Gospel, who, whUe 
bigots cursed and princes honored him, 
was glad to earn his daUy bread by 
tuming wooden bowls I 

Who where the great men of Eng
land two hundred years ago? Were 
they not those who fled from the ty
ranny and priestiy dominion and came 
to a western world to lay the founda
tions of a vast and magnificent repub-
hc, and who brought with them free
dom to worship God ? And who was 
the greater man among them ? Was it 
not that lonely exUe, who taking his 
way through the untrodden forests, 
fotmded a new state with Uberty of 
conscience as its corner stone 7 Who 
were the greatest preachers of a cen
tury ago? Were they not the men 
who, like Wesley and Whitefield, were 
scoffed at round the world, and who 
bore the testimony for God which rings 
through the agea, and which has stirred 
a slumbering church as a clarion-blast 
wakes a sleeping army ? 

The world does not know her great 

men. To-day she stones them and per-
aecntea them with bitter hate, and to
morrow ahe sends arotmd the world for 
marble white enongh to bmld their 
coatiy tomba. Even to-day there may 
stand among us those the latchets of 
whose shoes we are not worthy to 
stoop down and unloose; but they may 
be unknown to ua and to others, and 
even to themaelves. A Mosea may be 
aaying, " I am slow of speech;" an 
Isaiah may be crying, " Woe to me, 
for I am a man of unclean Ups;" a 
Jeremiah may be- exclaiming, " Ah, 
Lord God, I cannot speak for I am a 
chUd;" while a Jonah may be fleeing 
from the presence of the Lord, and trom 
the path of duty which would lead him 
to such •victories aa he has never 
known. 

Where are the great men of to-day ? 
The greateat poet may be atarving in 
some garret, begging Uke bUnd Homer, 
or seeking, like Milton, to sell his im
mortal creation for a paltry price. The 
greatest orator may be driving the 
plow, and wasting the music of his 
voice upon the stupid oxen; whUe 
empty headed blatherskites are pour
ing their platitudes into the pubUc ear. 
The greatest statesman may be hoeing 
potatoes on his littie farm, while in his 
stead some drunken poUtician or crafty 
office-seeker is caUed to the highest 
honors and the gravest responsibUies. 
The greatest financier may be toiling 
in obscurity for his daUy bread, whUe 
speculators wreck a nation's finances, 
and plunge governments into ruin. 
The greatest patriots may pine in a 
dungeon, or in exfle, or die upon the 
scaffold ; while aome unprincipled 
schemer wears the laurels that ahould 
crown hia brow. The greatest soldier 
of the age may be cleaning an old 
musket, under the command ofa drimk-
en captain, and aubjected to indignitiea 
almoat too great for fleah to bear. The 
greateat ruler may be aplitting rails in 
the depths of the forest, whUe exquisite 
statesmen are bnsy planning for their 
own advancement and the nation's ruin. 
The greatest physician may be forgot-
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ten and despised, whUe quacks flaunt 
their names at every comer, and roll 
in wealth along the • streets. The 
greatest mechanic may be too poor to 
buUd a model or obtain a patent, whUe 
another man without a tithe of his 
abUity, grows rich from the profita of 
the ideas which he has stolen from 
him. The greatest astronomer may be 
calculating the motion of the heavenly 
orba upon a bit of shingle, and working 
out in obscurity the problems of the 
universe; whUe others, with aU the 
appliances of art and science are plod
ding along in the dull routine of second
hand ideas. The greatest preacher of 
the age may be seeking to gain admis
sion to some church too intelligent or 
respectable to accept him ; or to some 
pnlpit where duUness holds perpetual 
sway; or he may be listening to the 
counsel of those who warn him that his 
sUence is more eloquent than his 
speech; or he may be chasing street 
Arabs to bring them into the Sunday-
school ; or preaching in some out of 
the way chapel, and weeping in secret 
over sinners that he longs to save; 
whUe the greatest fool may be ever 
crowding into positions which he dis
honors, and the greatest impostor may 
have his name paraded far and near. 

The world does not know its friends. 
Its great men must be seen through 
the perspective of ages, and amid the 
shadows of the tomb, before their 
stature is perceived. , A man in his 
life-time may toil and suffer in poverty 
and obscurity, may be scorned and 
slandered and [starved and stoned, yet 
when he is dead the very men who 
have neglected him, are ready to unite 
in the "customary resolutions," and he 
comes to be known as " that eminent 
servant of God who has gone from our 
midst" 

There ia one consolation for those 
who find themselves among men of low 
estate: be of good cheer, if you have 
within you the elements of power and 
genius, you wiU no doubt be respecta
ble after yon are dead and buried; but 
in this world you must let others wear 

the honors which men bestow, and you 
yourself be content with the gifts which 
God imparts. W e see what God 
thinks of earthly fame and earthly 
wealth, when we see the men on whom 
he bestows them; and we may give 
thanks to God that we are spared from 
the fate of some who become too 
famous, and presently have to be 
dragged in the mud, and smeared and 
blackened until they are glad to hide 
their faces, ahd •wish that their names 
had never been known. 

He that is down need fear no fall; 
and God can lift ns up if he wUl. We 
shall best accomplish our work when 
we come to the settled conclusion that 
God never intended us to be great 
men; and if we feel anything in tis 
that revolts at such a conclusion, we 
may have the comfort that, in escaping 
greatness we escape mnch trouble and 
danger. 

The real explanation of the promi
nence to which many men have arrived, 
-is frequentiy found in those revolutions 
and overturns and plowings up of so
ciety, which throw to the surface those 
who otherwise would have remained 
unknown. The gold is buried beneath 
tbe soU; the earthquake tbat rends the 
rock, or the torrent which floods the 
valley, may bring it to Ught God can 
give honor to the lowUest when he sees 
fit; bnt the greatest honor that man 
can have, is to faithfuUy do God's low
liest work. Recognition wUl come, 
perhaps in time, perhaps in eternity; 
but if the grain of wheat Ues in the 
snnshine and is exposed to view, it 
ever abides alone, it must " fall into 
the ground and die" and then out of its 
low estate it springs forth in beauty 
and fruitfulness. 

—There may be many doors to shnt; 
close them aU, for it is in closet prayer 
the voice of the Beloved is heard. 

—^The will must be offered up, not 
only as to place, but as to manner of 
service; and this is often the Isaac 
last laid on the altar. 
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EXPERIENCE. 

BY W. H. BBAINABD. 

It is about a year and a half since 
I found peace with my blessed Re
deemer. For several yeara previous 
I had felt the convicting Spirit of God. 
At last I consented to unbolt the door 
of my heart and let Him—whom I 
supposed to be a hard master—come 
in. Oh! what a feast I He told 
me it was necessary for Him to set np 
his kingdom in my heart in order to 
lead me through this wicked world, for 
I could not go alone, as there were so 
many by-ways and forbidden paths 
branching off from the highway, that I 
could not detect, and unless he led me 
I would go astray. 

About a year ago—just before or 
soon after I received the blessing of 
holiness, I am not certain which—I 
was about to get up in the morning, 
when a terrible feeling seized me. I 
thought I should lose my breath en
tirely. I t lasted about ten minutes. 
The Lord seemed to say, " Will you 
obey me 7" The enemy of my soul 
seemed to say, " You never can—you 
never can!" I t seemed as though I 
could not live if I did not decide at 
once. I simply told the Lord, I wotUd 
obey, by his grace assisting me. Then 
the burden roUed off, and I knelt down 
by the bed-side to praise my God for 
giving me the victory in my sonl. 
Never since have I prayed snch a 
prayer. My very soul was in heaven 
among the angels. Oh I glory to Jesns, 
who gives ua the victory 1 I did not 
know just where God wanted me till 
last fall; then I understood that my 
work was not done bere. I said amen 
to it. When He wanted mOre of me. 
He would bave to fit me up himself, 
and I was wUling to obey. Since then 
I have not felt the cross bearing me 
down so heavUy as before. 

' ' My rest is in heaven, 
"My home is not here. 

Then why should I mtinnnr 
At trials severe." 

We have been here about a year, 

"God has been moving in a myste
rious way his wonders to perforn^," 
We give God tbe glory for it all. The 
power of God, through the weakest 
saint, can make the ainner tremble. 
Glory to God forever I 

I am working on my father'a farm. 
He is a very peculiar man; has a 
good heart, when you can reach i t Oh, 
how powerfully the enemy does use 
the natural man! Many times it 
seemed as though I had ten thousand 
devils clinging to my clothes, with 
nothing but the grace of God to sustain 
me. As far as I can recoUect, I do 
not remember one person who has 
worked for father, or Uved on the farm, 
that could agree witb him, for any 
length of time. Neither could any of 
his children. My two brothers and 
myself all left home before we were 
of age. 1 wandered round the world, 
and became one of the most wretched 
and degraded sinners that God could 
look upon. Still God's goodness and 
mercy continued to follow me, and kept 
me from among that number who fill 
np our State prisons and lunatic asy
lums. Glory to Jesns, who died for 
even me. Yes, even me 1 About four 
years and a half ago I married and 
settled dô wn. As time wore away, I 
began to resume my old position in 
life; but the good Lord finally saved 
me gloriously, and cleansed me from 
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit I 
was living-then at WeUsvUle, Mich. 
As soon as I was saved, the Lord told 
me I must go down on my father's 
farm and live. I did not want to go ^ 
bnt the good Lord said, " Go." Oh ! 
how earnestly I plead with God to give 
me strength and his loving Spirit to 
keep me from falling, and that I might 
glonfy Him in my daily walk. He 
incliaed his ear and hearkened unto my 
cry. The house was a log one. A 
frame house had been buUt against it 
some fifteen years ago. Since then 
they have been trying to bmld an 
upright some distance away, and move 
the frame part to i t Unless the team 
pull together, the load •wfll not move. 
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Since God sent us here, the house has 
bpen moved out where they had in
tended to build, and has a good cellar 
nnder it. The good Lord has per
mitted me to Uve in peace over a year, 
Uving in the same house with father, 
and using his teams and tools for about 
eight months. I say this to God's 
glory. It is something that was never 
known before. But there is more 
to be done. There are precious aoula 
to be aaved, who will, in a little whUe, 
have to render an account to God. It 
ia terrible to contemplate—to go to the 
judgment unprepared. They muat be 
saved! They muat be saved I Jeaus, 
I wUl not let thee go ! I expect it, 
Jesna I Juat read thy promises. They 
are blesaed and they are directed to 
me. 

1 » t 

GoD MY PEACE.—It ia not one and 
the same thing, my friends, to say 
" God gives me peace," and to say, 
" Qod is my peace." If God gives me 
peace, the proud waves of my soul 
subside, the storm is aUayed, the con
flagration is extinguished, a still smaU 
voice breathes through my spirit, and 
the spices diffuse their precious odors 
in my garden. But if the tempest 
shonld rage in the flrmament of my 
animal soul; if it should thunder and 
lighten in all directions : if conscience 
accuse, the flesh be rebeUious, my 
thoughts reproach me, and the fiery 
darts of the wicked one be hurled 
through my spirit; if I am troubled on 
every side yet not distressed, perplexed, 
but not in despair; if lifted in the 
chariot of feith above the tumult, I 
hold fast by the glorious sufferings of 
my Lord; if I save myself by the 
recoUection that He is the God, yea, 
and amen, keeping covenant witii a 
thoasand generations; and if I lay np 
fhe weather-wom and shattered bark 
of my mind in that haven of faith, the 
free grace of Qod, casting anchor nnder 
the rocky shelter of the unchangeable 
promises—then, yes, then, Jehovah is 
my peace I—SJrummaeher. 

— My feith never asks qnestions. 

LOVE YOUR WIVES. 

If all husbands loved their wives 
with that sacred devotion, which chai-
acterized the late Mr. Bliss, there 
would have been less need of this 
sweeping injunction of Scripture, which 
is as higb as heaven, broad as earth, 
and should be heeded and practiced by 
all who have entered the matrimoaial 
state. There is a striking analogy be
tween the heavens and the spirits of -
mortals. What married life -does not 
experience its clouds and sunshine, its 
dark and stormy days? The causSs 
are varied and sometimes unavoidable. 
Many times it is fonnd that the taste 
of the husband widely differs from that 
of his wife. Their early training haa 
been quite different, whUe nature, per
haps, has widely diversified herself in 
the pair. As the wife is the most pre
cious gift of heaven to man, though ahe 
may be the weaker of the two, is it 
not the more necessary that her tastes 
be indulged, and she be fondly, dearly 
loved? But alaa, how many forget 
their solemn obligations. To wives 
whoae hnsbanda are desperately in
clined to find fault, I would suggest 
that the wife visit a few weeks among 
her friends and let her husband enjoy 
himself by taking care of the chfldren, 
and keeping house to his own fancy. 
I think that when the wife returns, he 
•wiU love and appreciate her services 
better than ever before. How many 
unhappy homea wonld be happy ones, 
if the husband loved the wifa as he 
shonld. How many wives there are 
all over thia broad earth who are con
stantly paling and pining away •with 
bUghted hopea of ftiture joys, because 
their huabanda have pUghted their 
vowa and proved false. Oh, husbands I 
do you ever recaU to mind those happy 
hours when you were wooing the fair 
lady of yonr choice ? Do you not re
member how you fondly pressed her to 
your heart and whispered in her ears 
those tender words of love, and what 
fair promises you made, how yon 
would love and care for her if she 
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would become your wife ? Do you re
member those solemn ^ w s you made 
when you held her trembling hand in 
yours at the hymeneal altar? Hus
band, have those vows been kept ? If 
not, why? Why has that love so 
soon ceased to glow in your count
enance and in your words ? Have you 
found that she had fatUts, that she was 
not an angel ? If she has faults, have 
you not as many ?—aye more. If she 
is not perfect, are you perfect ? Oh, 
husband! once more overlook her 
feults and forgive her, as she does you; 
again place around her your strong arm 
of love; bring back the color to those 
feded cheeks; bring back her merry 
laugh, het bird like song, bring back the 
sparkle in hA- eye. Let her feel that 
she is loved by you as in by-gone daya. 
Let your hearts and Uves be cemented 
by God's Holy love, that you may 
walk, hand in hand, over life's rough 
joumey, in happiness and peace. Let 
your love flow out in every word and 
act, and society •wiU assume a mUder 
type and the world be eminentiy blessed. 

—Probably nothing comparatively 
of the power of Christ, as a gift to the 
world, has ever yet been aeen or real
ized in it. A painfnl part of the diffi
culty ia, that Chriat ia a grace too big 
for man's thoughts, and of conrse too 
big for their fkith,—the etemal word 
of God robed in flesh, the humanly 
manifeated love and feeUng of Gkid, a 
free juatification for the greatest of sin
ners, and for aU ain, a power of victory 
in the aonl that raiaea it above tempta
tion, anpports it in peace, and ma^es 
obedience itself Uberty. Such a Christ 
of salvation fully received, embraced in 
the plentitude of his gifts—what fires 
would he kindle, what tongaes of elo
qaence loosen, what heroic •witnessings 
inspire I But, as yet, the disciples are 
commonly only men of Uttie faith, and 
think it a part of their Christian 
modesty to beUeve that Christ will do 
for them only according to what they 
miss, or redly do not undertake for 
themselves.—Bushnell. 

PREACHING THE LAW. 

BY BEV. LEVI KELLY. 

The Law, like the Gospel, has God 
for its Author. God thundered from 
Sinai the Ten Commandaients; and 
He also preached the Gospel to Abra
ham when he said, " In thee shall all 
the nations be blessed." The Law 
coiidemns the guUty ; but the Gospel 
promises pardon to repentant rebels. 
Awakening is by the law; as Paul says, 
" I had not known sm, but by the law; 
for I had not known lust except the 
law had said, thou shalt not covet"— 
Bom. vii, 7. 

The Law and Grospel are blended in 
the person of Jesns Christ The 
curse of the Law fell npon Him, " for 
it is written, cursed is every one that 
hangeth on a tree." So it is impossi
ble to make the Gospel effectual nnless 
the Law is preached in connection •with 
the promisea. The model preacher of 
righteonsness is Jesns, whose example 
we may safely foUow. His Sermon 
on the Moimt abounds with law, not 
oiUy as it relates to the acts itaelf, but 
even to the motivea of the heart He 
clearly says that a peraon may com
mit ain, and be gmlty in the sight of 
the Law, who even wishes to sin. 
Though He was an example of mild
ness, He rebuked ain .•with the severity 
ot a God. Let ns refer the reader to 
some of HJR utterances. Mat. xxiii, 27. 
" Woe unto yon Scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for ye are Uke whited sep
ulchres, which indeed appear beanti
fal outward, but are within fiiU of dead 
men's bones, and aU tmcleanneas." 
33d verse: " Y e serpents, ye genera
tion of •vipers, how can ye escape the 
damnation of hell ? " No Gospel 
preacher ever exceUed Jesns Chriat in 
preaching what is popularly denoimced 
hell fire doctrine; and none knew ao 
weU the awfnl reaUty of i t 

John the Baptist, also preached the 
Law faithfully. He waff exactiy fitted 
as a second EUjah, to hnrl againat the 
pretenders of an Abraham's righteooa-
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ness the awful threatenings of God's 
Law. Hear him, Mat iii, 7 : "But 
when he saw many of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees coming to his baptism, 
he said unto them, O generation of vi
pers, who hath warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come." Again, 
verse 12: " H e wiU burn up the chaff 
with uuquenchable fire." "This same 
devoted servant of God, who counted 
not his life dear unto himself, told the 
wicked Herod, that it was not lawful 
for him to live with his brother's wife. 
Ho did not fear the wrath of the king. 
It did not cost him a first class appoint
ment ; but his head. Many a so-called 
Gospel preacher would have flattered 
the king in his debauchery, and ob
tained from him a large subscription to 
bnild a fashionable chnrch. 

Again, Stephen, who was called to 
answer for himself before a really 
learned and reputable body of men, tbe 
Jewish National Council, who pretend
ed to be the defenders of the religion 
of Abraham and Moaes, did not deny 
the faith. At first he recounted the 
splendid and wonderful history of the 
Jewish Church, to which they gave 
profound attention, tUl he struck with 
the hammer of God's Law against 
their hoUow profession. If he had used 
human prudence, and satisfied his con
science with a merely simple narration 
of cherished dogmas of the Church, he 
could have avoided a martyr's death. 
But obedience to God, and fidelity to 
the new faith raised him above human 
sympathy, and from his Ups flashed, 
as if the fires of old Sinai were rekind
ling indeed the insulted law of his God: 
"Ye stiff-necked and uncircumcised in 
heart and ears, ye do always resist the. 
Holy Ghost, as your Fath'ers did, so do 
ye. Which of the prophets have not 
your fathers persecuted? and they 
have slain them which sho^'ei before 
of the coming of the just one; of whom 
ye have been now the betrayers and 
murderers. Who have received the 
law by the dispensation of angels and 
have not kept it"—Acts vii, 51, 52, 
53. For many so-called, modern, 

Gospel preachers, this wonld have been 
a splendid oppSrtunity to " win golden 
opinions " and secure an appointment 
as a chaplain under the government 
Men who prefer death to hnman ap
plause, and a shower of stones to 
"golden opinions," make good preach
ers. Such are God's preachera now, 
every one of them. He that doea not 
measure up to this height is a deceiver 
a hireling, and an intruder, and will 
find to his eternal regret that God's 
Law knows no one after the flesh. 

Much of modem. Gospel preachmg 
ignores the law and furnishes the hear- . 
er with a religion without a cross. Bi
ble conviction, •which -always follows 
the preaching o^pfe law, is despised, 
and pleasant feelings ar^ insisted on 
as an evidence of genuine repentance. 
John Wesley, in his journal, says he 
went six mUes out of his usual route to 
visit a woman, who, he heard, had 
been convicted under simply preaching 
the Gospel, and he found it true; but 
adds that she was the only one he ev
er knew in England. In vol. i, page 
317, of Wesley's Sermons, we read: 
" Their grand plea is this .• That preach
ing the Gospel, that is, according to 
their judgment, the speaking of nothing 
but the sufferings and merits of Christ, 
answers all the ends of the law. But 
this we utterly deny. It does not 
answer the very first end of the law, 
viz.: the con^vincing men of sin; the 
awakening those who are still asleep on 
the brink of hell. There may have 
been here and there an exempt case. 
One in a thousand may have been 
awakened by the Gospel, but tbis is no 
general rule; the ordinary method of 
God, is to convict sinners by the law, 
and that only. The Gospel is not the 
means which God hath ordained, or 
which our Lord Himself used, for this 
end. We have no authority in Scrip
ture for applying it thus, nor any gronnd 
to think it will prove effectual." In 
respect to Paul's treatment at Lystra, 
(Acts xiv, 15.) he puts these questions: 
" Do not yoa think, if yon had been 
there, yon could have preached much 
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better than he? I shonld not wonder if 
you thought too, that his preaching so 
ill, occasioned his being so ill-treated; 
and that his being stoned was a just 
judgment upon him for not preaching 
Christ." 

It is a common objection that if yon 
preach the Law, you drive people away 
from you, . Tfiis may be so, but be
cause Jesus preached very sharply, 
many of Hia diaciples foUowed no more 
with him, Tho hated trath wUl drive 
them from His left hand to hell. To 
tone down on one issue is a virtual 
compromise with all. It is this clasa 
of Gospel-Law preachers who receive 
the least patronage. The love of 
money and ease haa betrayed the Son 
of God into the handa of ainnera a thou
sand timea since the days of Judas. 
That preaching whioh consults tastes 
and prejudices, and flatters the rich, 
and commanes with the dishonest, and 
fellowships Masonry, and with display 
of pride in any form, does emphaticaUy 
deny, wound, and crucify Jesus Christ 
Wherever you find this kind of religion, 
no difference nnder what ism or proffes-
sion it may sail, it is the old leaven of 
Phariseeism which naUed Jesus to the 
cross. It will stiU rob widows houses, 
and for pretense make long prayera. 

—Oh, what a wonderfal thing the 
eye of faith is; it sees beyond the 
stars, it pierces to the throne of God, 
and there it looka on the face of Jeana 
making intercession for ns, whom hav
ing not aeen we love ; in whom, though 
now we aee him not, yet believing, we 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full 
of glory. Oh, if yon wotUd live thna, 
what aweet peace wotdd fill your bosom. 
And how many droppings of the Spirit 
wonld come down on you in anawer to 
the Saviour's prayer. Oh„ how your 
fece would shiae like Stephen's; and 
the poor blind world would aee that 
there is a joy which the world cannot 
give, and the world cannot take away 
—a heaven upon earth. 

—After ene ia in God, the thoughts 
depend on the condition of the heart. 

ONE DOMINANT AIM. 

Dr. H. W. Warren gives us, throngh 
the Christian Advocate, occasionly one 
of his clean-cut, Grecian styled articlea. 
In a recent article he pens the foUow
ing red-hot paragraph: 

"Every one ahould feel that he haa 
some idea the world cannot get along 
without, and then barn Uke a bigot, 
and be fierce as a fanatic, till he has 
made aU the world adopt i t Only let 
him take care that it shall be some
thing large enoagh for him to serve it 
as a hamble worshiper, and vital 
enough to live and grow wherever it 
is well planted." 

They are grand words. And th»y 
have a magnificent appUcation to that 
theme which is the broadest, brighest, 
warmest, most essential and most di
vine in the universe—positive,, per
sonal holineaa. 

I t ia to be feared that multitudes, 
even of the readers of the Advocate, 
will read that article •with an inteUectual 
zest, and then, in all their plenitude 
of oonaistency, tum right around and 
denounce the warm-hearted advocates 
of hoUness for doing jnst what the 
article tella them to do. 

There are maxims whieh all people 
think musical, and orators are fond of 
quoting them to grace their periods, 
and they are very pretty, until aome 
practical man pins these glittering 
maxima down to their divineat appUca-
tiona, and then instantiy these oratori
cal maxima loae their ahining feathers, 
and become birds of evil omen. Have 
one dominant aim I Concentrate the 
army of your thoughts upon the centre 
of the foe! Fence aU your fires into 
one volcanic blast, and yon wiU bum a 
hole throngh history. Let a divine 
frenzy maas yon rotmd till yonr one 
'specific task is done! 

WeU, I coald say just such sentences 
aU day long; my brain is full of them; 
they are as cheap as dirt Bat how 
aboat the stem, unflinching appUcation ' 
of this fine talk to the serioos heart-
work of to-day, and of etemity ? If 
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yon make a fine speech on invention, 
the crowd wiU applaud you, but you 
begin right there and then to invent 
something, and the same crowd wiU in 
ten minutes hiss or pelt yon from the 
stand. Yon stand up before slave-
masters and despots and talk beanti-
faUy of freedom, and they wiU smile 
upon you; but begin there and then to 
apply your oration to the freeing of 
their slaves, and they wUl shoot yoa 
dead on the spot Stand in the Vati
can at Rome, before the Pope and 

• ' cardinals, and read a high-wrought 
essay on the grandear and power of 
faith, and they •will feel like rewarding 
you •with a red-cap ; bnt incamate your 
essay into practical faith-salvation be
fore their eyes, and instantiy the tor
tures of heU are too soft for you. Go 
into the average pnlpit and deacribe 

< tbe splendors and fruita of hoUneaa and 
: aU is well; but begin there and then 
to Sipply the "splendid generaUties" 

; and you are denounced as a fanatic by 
: so-called Christian people. Read Dr. 
Warren's article, referred to, in some 

• ef oor Preachers' Meetings, they wiU 
aU say "weU said;" bnt let some 
sanctified heart, which throbs with the 

i genins of eternity, begin to apply the 
words by "baming like a bigot," for 
the purifying of the Church, and tbe 
very men who admired the article wiU 
pour their bitterest criticisms on the 
man who dares to give it an application. 
There are thoasands of fine maxims and 
reUgions truths, which look as beaatifol 
as angels' feathers dipped in gold, so 
loug as they are afloat away up there 
in the blue-tinted atmosphere of the in
teUect; bat as these words on the wing 
begin to pitch on positive applications, 

• then they are targets for every enven
omed arrow. Everybody admires God, 
provided you push Him far enoagh 
back in tiie closet of space. He most 
not intrade on the present circam-
stance. Tbe Jews worshiped the 
Logos until He came down to tbe red-
reaUties of flesh and blood. 

The Charch of England had a prayer-
Iwok in which was printed a perpetual 

prayer for parity and holiness; but 
when the anawer to that prayer blazed 
in confeasion from the mouths and lives 
of the Wesleys, then the very people 
who bagged the prayer-book, denounced 
and denied the practical anawer to their 
own prayera. A theological profesaor 
exhorts the stndent to have one domi
nant aim, and make everything bend to 
it, and when one of those atudents 
givea a glowing testimony of full aalva
tion, then the plofeasor quietiy cautions 
the student not to make a hobby of 
holiness. And so it turns out that the 
professor's fine lecture was only glit
tering, moon-beam words, and never 
meant for the rambling thunder of 
downright application. People love 
the trath, only they despise the present 
tense application of i t Most anybody, 
even the heathen, wUl admire a sanc
tified man, if he has been dead long 
enough, and is snugly folded away in 
some poetical grave, where be can no 
longer be a "thorn to the church." 
Many ministers and church-members 
praiae and magnify the bolmeas of the 
dear sainted dead, and in the very next 
breath bitterly criticise and deny the 
holiness of the sainted U'ving. I met a 
man recently who is fond of preaching 
on the omnipotence of Christ; and yet 
when I told him of a man who was 
cleanaed from the taste for alcohol, and 
told him how Chriat had cleansed me 
from certain tendencies, he disputed 
the testimony ; and after aU his preach
ing about omnipotence, he did not be
lieve in a present tense appUcation; 
and ao his Christ bad only a dream
land omnipotence after all. 

Lightning is a pretty thing as long as 
it dances on the ebon floor of heaven; 
but when it comes down to application 
and strikes, people object to i t And 
so the blood of the Lamb is a pretty, 
orthodox phrase as long aa it serves 
only to color a sermonic peroration; 
bat when it strikes and actuaUy cleanses 
from all sin, tben it is an offenae. 

" Every one should feel tbat he has 
some idea the world cannot get along 
withont" Snrely that " idea " is holi-
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ness, for that is the dominant thought 
of God, and the universe could not 
survive without i t "Then let him 
burn like a bigot, and be fierce as a 
fanatic. WeU, whoever dares to take 
that advice, and reduce that algebra 
to the equation of practice, must con
sent to slep out from the rank and file 
of the nominal church and ministry, 
and walk comparatively alone with the 
martyr's God. I t is the application 
that makes the trath perfect.—Chris
tian Standard and Home Joumal. 

SIN IN KIND AND ACT.—But what 
then is there which is contrary to God, 
and hateful to Him? Nothing but 
sin. But what is ain ? Mark thia; 
sin is that the creature willeth other
wise than God wiUetb, and contrary to 
Him. Each of ns may see this in 
himaelf; for he who •wiUeth otherwise 
than I, or whose wUl is contrary to 
mine, is my foe; bnt he who willeth 
the same as I, is my friend, and I love 
him. I t is ever so with Qod; and that 
is sin and coatrary to God, and hateful 
and grievious to him. And he who 
willeth, speaketh or is sUent, doeth or 
leaveth undone, otherwiae than aa I 
will ia contrary to me, and an offence 
unto me. So it also ia with God; 
when a maa •wUleth otherwiae than 
God, or contrary to God, whatever he 
doeth or leaveth undone, in abort aU 
that proc^deth from him, is contrary 
to God, and is ain. Whataoever wUl, 
wiUeth otherwiae than Gcod, ia againat 
God'a wUl. Aa Chriat said, " He who 
is not with me ia againat me." Here
by may each man see plainly whether 
he be without sin and whether or not 
he be committing sin, and what sin is, 
and how sin ought to be atoned for, 
and whether it may be healed. And 
thia contradiction to God'a wUl is what 
we call, and is, disobedience. And 
therefore, the I, the self-will, sin or the 
old man, the turning aaide or departmg 
from God, do aU mean one and the 
same thing. 

—There is ain in a rebeUious desire 
for what is denied. 

THE COMMAND TO REPENT. 

" . . . • Bnt now commandeth all men ererr-
where to repent,"—Acts xvii, S5. 

When John the Baptist, that prince 
of preachers, burst upon the Jewish 
nation, his cry was, " Eepent 1 repent! 
repent 1" But after he saw Christ, he 
cried, " Befaold the Lamb ofGod which 
taketh away the ain ofthe world." 

When Christ commenced his minis
try he said, " Repent ye, for the king
dom of heaven is at band." He sent 
out the seventy, two by two. He told 
them to preach repentance. On the 
day of Pentecost, Peter took up the 
wUdemess cry and preached repent
ance. It is very clearly put in Scrip
ture, that if people do not repent they 
cannot see the kingdom of God. If I 
shoald ask what repentance means, 
many would say it is feeUng sorry 
when they have done anything very 
bad. I t is something more than feeUng 
bad. It is tuming right about face, and 
forsakiDg sin. 

"Le t the •wicked man forsake his 
way, and the nnrighteona man hia 
thoaghts." That is repentance. Peel
ing sorry, and yet continuing in sin, is 
not repentance. If a man continues in 
sin. he cannot be accepted of Ged. 
God hates sin •with a perfect hatred, 
and wfll punish it wherever He finds 
i t ; bat at the same time He loves the 
sinner. Now, if a man has felt sorry 
because his ain has injured him, and is 
only sorry on that account, it is not 
trae repentance. There is no turning 
to God in i t It is taming to remorse 
•and despair. Look at King Saal, who 
fell from the highest pinnacle of great
ness even lower than Cain. Look at 
King David who confessed his sin and 
God forgave him. So yon will find all 
through the Scriptures, while men re
pented and turaed to God they were 
forgiven. When the pubUcan went ap 
int» the temple to pray and strack his 
breast and cried, " I am a sinner," God 
•was mercifal to him. Look at that 
prodigai. The fether could not forgive 
him as long as he was leading the lift) 
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he was, but tbe moment he changed his 
mind and came back; the father re
ceived him gladly. The son would 
have despiaed his forgiveness if he had 
forgiven him whUe he was away in that 
far country. The fact was the boy 
was mad, and that is what the world 
is, and wUl not aak for mercy. W e 
read in Scripture that God dealeth with 
ua as with aona. Now, let me ask 
you fathers and mothers who have 
ehUdren at home, suppose you go 
home and find your boy has gone to 
your private drawer and stolen five 
dollara, and you aay: "John, have 
you taken that money ? " and he says: 
'! Yes, I have, father." You talk to 
him, bat do not want to forgive him 
except he is sorry and promises not 
to do it again. Suppose he continues 
doing it—you cannot forgive him. 
That is jast the trouble with sinners to
day, they do not want God's forgive
ness. God says, " Only acknowledge 
your iniquity, and I wiU heal yonr 
backsliding." A person told me the 
ether day that only sin waa between 
him and Christ " It is your wUl" I 
said; " Christ has put away your sin, 
but your wiU wiU not let you acknowl
edge that you have sinned." Why, if 
we went to heaven unforgiven, there 
would be war there in twenty four houra. 
Look at King David with hia aon 
Abaalom. Hia frienda m Jerasalem 
wanted to get him back, and finaUy 
the King bronght him back, but refused 
to see him. He tried to get Joab to 
intercede with the King to admit him 
to the palace, and sent a message to 
the King, saying, " If hfi find any ini
quity in me, let him kUl me." The 
most foolish thing King David ever 
did was to forgive that young man and 
bring him into the palace. What was 
the result? He drove him -from the 
throne, and that is what every' smner 
would do with God if he cotdd. Some 
men say: " I beUeve all men •wUl get 
to heaven, whether they get forgiven 
or not" Look at those antedUavians. 
According to your theory they were 
so wicked that God would not let them 

live on the eartb, but swept them ap 
into heaven, and left Noah, the only 
good man there waa down here. The 
word of God ia very plain on thia aub
ject " Except a man repent he can
not see the kingdom of God." Suppoae 
the Governor ahould be ao tender to
warda murderera that he ahonld let 
them go, and suppose he liberated all 
other prisoners, and said, " 1 cannot 
bear to have any men in prison," the 
very men who are now saying God ia 
very merciful would say that that Gov
ernor should be impeached, aa their 
Uvea would not be safe. I tell yon the 
word of God is true. Except a man 
repent and turn to God, there ia not 
one ray of hope. Let me say another 
thing: Repentance is not fear. W e 
cannot scare men into tbe kingdom of 
God, and if we could, they would re
turn to sin the moment their fright 
was over. Look at that vessel in a 
storm; the sailors were swearing and 
ctursing; but the moment ahe threatens 
to go down, they are on their knees, 
like saints, untU they safely reach the 
shore, and then they are aa bad as 
ever. They are just like the man who 
said that, if the Lord got him out of a 
certaia difficulty he would never caU 
on Him again. How many sick men 
have promised ministers tbey would 
Uve a different Ufe, yet as soon as they 
recovered from their illness, they were 
the aame as before ? 

Can you say you have nothing to 
ask God's for^veness for? Bear in 
mind the Scripture saya, "H e who 
breaks the law in one point is guUty of 
aU. If I steal five dollars and another 
steals one handred dollars, I am a 
thief as much as be is. My friends, if 
you do not repent and ask God's for
giveness, there is not one ray of hope 
for yon from Genesis to Revelation. I 
get a dispatch to go to New York to
night, and go down to the depot and 
get on a train. My friend sees me, 
and asks, "Where are you going?" 
I tell him, and he at once tells me I 
am on the wrong train. I teU him I 
asked the railroad man. He teUa me 
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tbe raUroad man has told me wrong. 
At last he convinces me that I am on 
the wrong train, and I get down and take 
the right one. My friends, you are on 
the wrong train, shoald change trains 
at once. If you stay where you now 
are it wUl take yoa down to death and 
ruin. The moment yon get your face 
turned towards God, you wUl get life 
and joy and peace, and everything 
good wiU follow in its train.—Moody. 

CLOSE QUESTIONS.—Your tempera. 
How are they ? Do yon become im
patient under trial; fretful, when 
chided or creased; angry, revengeful, 
when injured; Vain, when flattered; 
proud, when prospered; complaining, 
when chastened; unbelieving, when 
seemingly forsaken; nnkind, when 
neglected? Are yon subject to dis
content, to ambition, to aelfiahness ? 
Are yon worldly ? Covetous of riches, 
of vain pomp and parade, of. indul
gences, of honor, of ease? Are you 
unfeeling, contemptaons of others, seek
ing your own, boasters, proud, lovers 
of your own selves ? Beware! These 
are the sediments of the old natnre! 
Nay, if tbey exist in you, in however 
small a degree, they demonstrate that 
the old man of sin is not dead. It 
wfll be a aad mistake if you detect 
these evils within and yet close your 
eyes to them and continne to make 
professions of holiness. These are not 
infirmities; they are indications of 
want of grace.—Foster. 

—^The hand of faith muat be stretched 
forth to receive. 

—Tfae greatest and best men in the 
world must not think themselves above 
their Bibles. Daniel, thongh himself a 
great prophet, and one that was well 
acquainted with the visions of God, yet 
was a dUigent student in the Scriptares. 
He wae a great poUtician, and prime-
minister of state to one of the greatest 
monarcfas on earth, and yet could find 
both time and heart to converse with 
the word of God. 

WORLDLY CONFORMITY. 

The longing desire on the part of 
many professing Christians to conform 
to tfae ways of tfae world in these times 
is strikingly apparent How auch thinga 
could be, to Paul waa not only an 
abaurdity, but a flat contradiction. 
" How can we that are dead to ain, 
Uve any longer therein ?" " For the 
law of life in Chriat Jesns hath made 
me free from the law of sin." I t seema 
to me that if we wovfld spend half as 
much time in ascertaining faow much 
of the grace of God we are heir to ; aa 
we do in trying to diacover how much 
like the world we may be and yet be 
Chriatiana; how mnch of the weight 
of ain we may take upon ouraelves 
without being crushed; the result 
would be a grand victory for the cause. 
How about Charch theatricals? Where 
ia the Scripture for auch aervice ? How 
much can a Charch be like a theatre, 
and yet not be a theatre 7 How many 
Christiess performances in the honse 
of the Lord Almighty are admissible, 
and yet the church sustain no loss ? 
Imagine Paul making up a programme 
for a pubUc entertainment, taking pat-
tem after the world, seeking the favor 
of the ungodly, getting on the financial 
aide of aome wealthy backsUder, and 
then bear him contraidict himselL "For 
1 am determined to know nothing 
among yon save Jesus Christ and faim 
cracified." 

A Cfaristian is one wfao faas tfae 
Spirit of Cfarist His wfaole nature ia 
reversed. He is a new creature, old 
tfaings faave passed away and all tbings 
have become new. He can no more 
enjoy a present salvation and Uve in 
gin than fae can be omnipotent 

When the train stops, and the engine 
ia reversed we travel in an entirely 
different direction; and fae who is trav
eUng to heaven is going in an entirely 
different direction from what he was, be
fore he started. 

If the religion of Christ does not ef
fect a moral reformation in ua it does 
nothing. Tfae same God that said, 
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" ChUdren, obey your parents in the 
Lord," Said also that " he that would 
not forsake father, mother'for me, is 
not worthy of me." 

The young lawyer who ran to Christ 
would have been a Christian if he had 
the making of tfae standard of Cfaristi
anity, and conld have reserved the 
right of retaining a few acres of ainfal 
treasares, and the privilege of taking a 
high rate of interest on his money. 

Did Christ say, come back, yoang 
man, let ns compromise; you can keep 
some of your "atuff," yoa can have a 
church theatrical once a year, teach, 
or aUow your chUdren to dance, and 
play games of chance, read novels and 
sensational newspapers, and pay fasfaion
able visits on the Sabbath day 7 " I 
trow not" There was no compromise. 
" How hardly ahall a rich man enter 
into tbe kingdom of heaven." I have 
noticed those Methodists who are so 
fond of contending for worldly amuse
ments, are aeldom or never fonnd in 
the claaaroom. They do not aing 

** I iove to steal a while away 
Prom every cambering care, 

And spend the honrs of setting day 
In humble, grateful prayer.* 

You aeldom hear them teU of their fel
lowship with the Father; how the 
'Spirit beara witneaa witfa their spirits 
that they are the cfaUdren of God. 

Fifty years ago the Methodists could 
be recognized by the clothes tfaey 
wore. It was contrary to Scripture to 
"put on gold and coatly apparel." 
Fifty yeara ago it waa sinfal to take 
drives, and go boat-riding on the Lord's 
day ; now you may see them from tbe 
class-room window, dashing along in a 
fashionable tarn-out, foUowing the in
clination of thoir camal desires, search
ing IQ the mack-heaps for something to 
fill the void in the heart 

And when asked about their, enjoy
ments, about tbe first thing they wUl 
say ia, that they do not believe in 
class-meetings; and the second is, that 
they do not believe in this instantane
ous holiness; they beUeve it is a grad
ual work, and they are getting it in 
that way. Otir hearts are often pained 

when we are told by membera of other 
churchea that we take more diveraions 
than any other church in the land. 

Where is the remedy ? What the 
church needed when the Wesleys en
tered the arena, it needs to-day, -viz.: 
a reformation t The hoUness move
ment is discarded by many as being 
the God-ordained agency to sift the 
chnrch of its worldliness, and ungodli
ness. If this be so, where is it to 
come frorn ? tVhat unholy man or 
woman ever set on foot any great 
reformation 7 Look what a great fire 
has been kindled in the temperance 
reform. Deep down in the hearts of a 
few holy, conaecrated women in Ohio, 
the apark waa fotmd, and behold what 
a mighty reformation haa taken place. 
If the quickening of the chnrch into 
new life, and apirituaUty is not to start 
at the foot of the cross, where will it 
start from? If John Knox Would 
sfaake Scotland, he mast wrestie, and 
lay hold on Christ. If John Wesley 
would revive the Charch of England, 
he must be whoUy the Lord's. If 
Moody wonld have power with the 
masses, he must make no compromise 
with sin. O for the good time to come 
when chnrcb members shall have 
enongh of the love of God in their 
hearts to support the Gospel without 
their having to make God's house, a 
house of merchandise. 

TRMPTATION.—It is easier for the 
bird to go by the net than to break the 
net; so it is easier for a man to avoid 
temptations than to overcome tempta
tions. 

—The mirth of heaven is thankful
ness and praise. The mirth of heaven 
npon earth—that is, of the converted 
mind—is tbe same, even praise to our 
God. If, tben, cheerfiilness and thank-
fnlnesa of miad, whieh will endure 
even amid aU the gloominess of the 
death-bed, and tbe dark vaUey, and 
the awftil insignia of jadgment—if 
tfaese be desirable gifts of mind, tfaese 
form parts of tbe desirableness of con
version. 



A WOBLD ON FIBE. 

A WORLD ON FIRE. 

Tfae solar ay stem ia in tfae migfaty 
hand of its great Master; nevertheless 
tfae world ol mon are in frequent, aeri
oua alarma for ita safety. SkiUed 
acience ahares in this alarm. The idea 
of a permanent, stable system is aban
doned by scientists. Indeed it is only 
from scientific sources that tfaia alarm 
originates. Never wer6 the heavens 
scanned so closely, and all changes 
therein ao carefully noted as now. The 
penetrating eye of the telescope, and 
the searching power of the spectro
scope are incessantiy fastened on the 
stars. Away in the blue depths, 
stars are seen to vary, to come, and 
go; anon new stars fliish out with 
atartiing briUiancy, and tben mysteri
ously grow dim. Some that are just 
visible, suddenly blaze fortfa in an ex
traordinary manner, exhibiting every 
appearance of a fierce conflagration, 
and then presently resume their former 
dimness. Perhaps .no changes in the 
wide firmament so pozzle and perttirb 
science, as do these changeable and 
temporary stars. Of variable stars, 
there are aaid to be no leis than onb 
handred and forty-six instances. Prom 
a speck in size, they will increase fifty 
and a, handred-fold; then diminish, or 
entirely go out; some of them very 

- periodically and systematically, othera 
seemingly without law, Aatronomera 
look oa tfaem as huge bonfires,—tfae 
faneral pUea of dead worlda. AU is 
mystery! 

But tbe temporary atars—where do 
they come from? What are they? 
Tfae firat ever catalogued waa B.C. 134. 
Tfaen in i . D. 389, in 945, 1264, 1572, 
1604, 1670, 1848, 1866 othera were 
seen. On November 24, 1876, tfae 
tentfa of these strange stara was dis
covered. Wfaen first aeen it waa of 
tfae third magnitude, growing brighter 
every hour. In January, 1877, it was 
but a star of the eighth magnitude. The 
variable star of 1572 assumed such 
brilUancy that it coald be seen by the 
naked eye in broad dayUght That of 

1848 is now only one three-thousandth 
part as. bright as in May of that year. 
That star of May 12, 1866, suddenly 
in two daya flamed out from a star of 
the eighth magnitade to one of the 
aecond, having in tfaat abort time grown 
eight hundred fold brighter. It never 
changed its position; in a few weeks 
it took on its former dimness. What 
alarming and terrific changes mast oc
cur in tfaese distant bodies! The 
spectroacope ahowed " white hot hydro
gen" in the face of thia last-mentioned 
atar. Hence all auch atara are proved 
to be buming worlds. 

Bat the fuel for each a qnick and 
awful bonfire—what is it ? Here is 
one of the darkest mysteries of the 
starry gulf. Men know not even what 
fuel feeds the ceaseless fires of our aun. 
But it ia conjectured to be meteoric 
and cometary matter fltmg violentiy 
into i t Enormoua quantities of hy
drogen would be required to cauae a 
atar on fire to blaze up six hundred 
fold in forty-eight hours. One theory 
of variable atars ia that some hage 
wandering comet is drawn in apon a 
central aun and awaUowed up, cauaing 
it to blaze in gigantic flamea. Tfae 
thought ia tremendoua. What if a 
comet ahould, with electric speed, some 
day flash into our sun! It never yet 
faas occurred to our knowledge. But 
the monster comet ot February, 1843, 
grazed the solar surface, so near did it 
come. Its haste was fearful, its bril
liance great, its tail the longest on 
record. In a little less than two hours -
it went half way aronnd the sun, mov- • 
ing at the awfiil velocity of 366 mUes-
a second 1 Carbon, vapor and hydro
gen are in the composition of comets,. 
and tbe coUiding of some one of these-
" wandering stars" with a distant sua,. 
is the most probable cause of 8uch> 
blazing stars as the ten we have men
tioned. The tremendous coUision of »• 
comet and sun would •wrap the latter 
all in intenser flame. Says Professor-
Lewis Swift in a recent letter : " May 
not the same fate befall our aoa? ' In

crease its heat and Ught but twofold 
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aud every creature on the eartfa would 
die; increase it eigfat hupdredfold Uke 
the atar of 1866, and a.fiilfillment of 
Peter's prophecy would be realized: 
' The elements shaU melt with fervent 
heat ' " Thus do men's hearts faU 
them with fear, looking after tfaese 
things sure to come on the eartfa. Tfae 
predicted conflagration of our globe. 
wUl come. Not to be in conatant 
readiness is madness. In Christ only 
is there safety,—D. T. Taylor. 

—Give me the eye which can aee 
God in all; the hand which can serve 
God with all; and the heart which can 
bleaa him for all. 

—^The wiU muat be offered up, not 
only aa to place, bnt as to manner of 
aervice ; and tfaia is often tfae Isaac last 
laid on the altar. 

—Do not fear the frown of the 
world. Wfaen a bUnd mau comea 
againat you in the street, you are not 
angry at him ; you say, " He is blind, 
poor man, or he would not have hurt 
me." So you may say of the poor 
world, when tfaey speak evU of Cfaris
tians. They are blind. 

—The pride of nature is wonderfal. 
A natural mau is proud of any thing. 
Proud of his person, althougfa he did 
not make it; yet he prides himself 
upon his looks. Proud of fais dresa, 
although a block of wood might have 
the same cause for pride, if you would 
put tfae clotfaes on it. Proud of riches, 
aa if there were aome merit in having 
more gold than othera. Proud of ranl^ 
as if there were some merit in having 
noble blood. Alas, pride flows in tfae 
veins; yet tfaere is a pride more won
derfal than that of nature—pride of 
grace. You would think a mau never 
could be proud who had once seen 
himseU lost; yet, alas. Scripture and 
experience show that a man onay be 
proud of his measure of grace; proud 
of forgiveness; prond of faumility; 
proud of knowing more of Qod tfaan 
otiiers. It was this that waa springing 
up in Paul's heart when Qod aent him 
the thom in tfae flesh. 

" I CANNOT DO IT." 

Frank Edwards, a young married 
man, employed in an English manu
factory, waa converted. Hia conver
aion was deep and genuine; it reached 
botfa to faeart and life. 'The cfaange 
waa complete, and from being notori
ously trifling and tfaoughtiess, he be
came a. proverb for cheerful gravity 
and serious deportment. 

Very deligfatful was the first experi
ence of that young man. A good 
workman, fae enjoyed constant employ
ment, witfa wages aufficient to procure 
tfae comforta of life. He had a thrifty 
wife, who was led to Jeaua by hia own 
inflaence. Their cottage was the house 
of prayer. Religion, plenty, health 
and contentment dwelt witfa tfaem. 
Probably there was not another home 
in England more pleasant tfaan that of 
tfae young, pious mechanic. 

But piety is not an effectual shield 
to defend from trouble. It aupporta, 
glorioualy support^, the sufferer; but 
bis path to heaven is appointed to lead 
through " mucfa tribulation." 

It was tfaus witfa Prank Edwards 
and hia happy famUy. In the midst 
of their prosperity, adversity looked in 
at their cottage door—poverty sat 
down at their table. Let us-trace the 
cause of their trouble. One day a lu
crative order came, and aU^hauds were 
set to execute it -with the utmost haste. 
The week was closing and the work was 
unfinished. On Saturday evening the 
overseer entered and said to the men: 

" You muat work aU day to-morrow." 
Frank inatantly remembered the 

Fourth Commandment. He reaolved 
to keep it, because he felt that his duty 
required him, under all circumstances, 
to refrain from labor on the Lord's 
Day. Offering an inward prayer to 
God, he respectfully addressed the 
overseer : 

"Sir, to-morrow ia Suuday." 
" I know it, but oiu- order inust be 

executed." 
" WiU you excuse me, air, from 

working on the Lord'a Day ?" 

„ 11, •!• I 'II m i l n 
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" No, Prank, I can't excuae any one. 
The company wiU give you double 
wagea and you muat work." 

•' I am sorry, sir, but I cannot work 
to-morrow." 

" W h y not, Mr. Edwards? You 
know our necessities, and we offer you 
a fair remuneration." 

" Sir, it •wiU be a sin against God, 
and no necessity is strong enough,'no 
price high enough, to induce me to 
offend my Maker." 

" I am not here to argue the moraUty 
of the question, Frank; you must either 
work to-morrow or be discharged." 

" I cannot hesitate, sir, a moment; I 
have resolved to please God. Cost 
what earthly price it may, I wiU keep 
his commandments." 

" Then, Mr. Edwards, if you wUl 
please step in the counting-room I will 
pay you what the company owes you, 
and you wUl then leave the establish
ment" 

To say tfaat Frank's heart did not 
shrink from this trial would be to deny 
his humanity ; but his faith came to his 
help. Casting himself on God, he 
gathered up his tools and entered the 
counting-room. 

The overseer was extremely unwiU
ing to part with Frank, for he was a 
superior workman, and aince his con
version had been the moat trusty man 
in tbe employment of the company. 
He therefore addressed him very kindly 
whfle handing him his wages. " Mr. 
Edwards, had you not better reconsider 
your resolution ? Remember, work is 
scarce; we pay you high wages, and 
it is not often we require you to labor 
on Sunday." 

"Sir," replied Frank, "my mind is 
fixed ; I wiU not work on the Sabbatfa 
if I faave to starve." 

"Very weU, sir," waa tfae cool reply 
of tfae overseer, who not being a Chris
tian, could not appreciate the noble 
heroism of Frank's reply. 

On reaching his humble cottage, the 
mechanic could not forbear a sigh, aa 
the thought flitted acroas his mind that 
possibly he might soon lose his home 

comforts. But the sigh was momen
tary. He remembered the promise of 
God, and grew calmly peaceful. En
tering the house, he said to his wUe: 
" Mary, I am discharged," 

"Discharged, Prank! What faas 
faappened ? O! wfaat will become of 
us? Tell me wfay you are discharged ?" 

" Be calm, Mary! God wiU provide I 
I left the sfaop because I woifld uot 
break the Lord's Day. They wanted 
me to work to-morrow, and because I 
refused, they discfaarged me." 

Mary was silent. Her faitfa was not 
so strong as Frank's, nor was faer cfaa
racter so decided. In faer faeart sfae 
thought, as thousands of fearful disciples 
would under similar circumstancea, that 
her huaband had gone too far. Though 
ahe aaid nothing, Prank read her 
thoughta and grieved over her want of 
faith. 

Sweet was tfae hour of famfly prayer 
to Frank that evening; sweeter stUl 
was tfae secret devotion of tfae closet, 
and fae nevei closed his eyes with more 
heavenly calmness of spirit than when 
he sank to sleep on that eventfiil 
evening. 

The following week brought Frank's 
character to a severe test AU fais 
friends. condemned him; even aome 
m%mbera of the churcfa, said tfaey 
thought he had gone beyond the strict 
requirements of duty. " It was weU," 
they said, " to honor tfae Lord's Day; 
but tfaen a. man like Frank Edwards 
ought to look at the wants of fais famfly, 
and not strain at a gnat, and perfaaps 
be compeUed to go to the poor-house." 

This was dastardly language for pro
fessora ; but there are alwaya too many 
of thia class of irresolute sight-walking 
disciples. Frank met them on aU 
sides, and felt himself •without sym
pathy. A few noble, enlightened 
Christians, however, admired and en
couraged him. Frank held to his pur
pose •with the apirit ofa martyr. 

The cloud grew darker. Through 
the influence of his former employers, 
who were vexed because he left them, 
the otfaer companies refused to employ 
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him. Winter came on •with ita frosts 
and storms. His Uttie stock of savings 
gradually disappeared. Poverty stared 
them in tfae fece. Frank's watcfa, 
Mary's sUver spoons, tfaeir best furni
ture, went to tfae auction-shop. They 
had to leave their pleasant cottage, and 
a small garret held the little afflicted 
family, and tfae slender remaina of 
tfaeir cottage furniture. 

Prank did not forget fais devotion to 
God, but rejoiced in i t He faad obeyod 
God, fae said, and God would take care 
of him. Light would break out ot dark
ness. AU would yet be well. His 
fixed heart doubted not The blacker 
the cloud, the more piercing grew the 
eye of his triumphant faith. With his 
Mary the case was different Her 
feith waa weak, and preaaiug her baby 
to faer bosom sfae often wept and bent 
before the sweeping storm. 

Winter passed away and Frank was 
still in the fiery furnace, rejoicing, 
however amidst the flames. Some 
friends offered him the means of emi
grating to tfae United States. Here 
was a gleam of iight He rejoiced in 
it, and prepared to quit a place wfaich 
refused him bread because he feared 
God. 

Behold him, that martyr-mechanic, 
on board tfae emigrant sfaip. Her 
wfaite saUs catcfa tfae fevering breeze, 
and with a soal full of hope Frank 
looked toward this westem world. A 
sfaort, pleasant passage brought them to 
one of tfae Atlantic cities. 

Here fae soon found that fais faith 
had not been misplaced. Tfae first 
week of fais arrival found him not mere
ly employed, but filUng tfae station of 
foreman in tfae establiahment of some 
extenaive machiniata. 

Proaperity now smUed on Frank, 
and Mary once more rejoiced in the 
possession of home comforts. They 
lived in a style far better and more 
comfortable than when in the Englisfa 
cottage. " Mary," Frank would often 
ask, pointing to their charming Uttie 
parlor, " is if not best to obey God ?" 

Mary would only reply to this ques

tion with smiles and tears ; for every, 
thing around them said, " Bleased is 
tfaat man that maketh the Lord his 
trust, and respecteth not tfae proud. 
Surely he ahaU not be moved forever." 

But Prank'a triala were not over. A. 
aimUar claim for labor on the Lord's 
Day waa made upon faim in fais new 
situation. An engine for a railroad or 
steamboat was broken and must be 
repaired. 

" You must keep your men empl^ed 
through to-morrow, Mr, Edwards, so 
that the engine may be finished by 
Monday morning," said tfae cfaief over
seer. 

" I cannot do it, air; I cannot break 
the Lord'a Day. I will work until 
midnight on Saturday and begm direct
ly after midnigfat ou Monday morning, 
God'a faoly time I wUl not toucfa." 

" Tfaat won't do, Mr. Edwarda. You 
mnst work your men through the Sab
bath or tbe owners will dismiss you." 

" B e it so," replied Frank. " I 
crossed the Atlantic because I would 
not work on Sunday. I wiU not do it 
here." 

Monday came and tfae work was tm-
finiahed. Frank expected his dis
charge. WhUe at work a gentleman 
inquired of him, " I wisfa you to go 
witfa me to -, to take charge-of 
my establisfament Will you go ?" 

" I don't know," replied Frank. " I^ 
as I expect, my preaent employera dis-
miaa me, I will be glad to go. If they 
do not I have no wiah to leave." 

"Thia ia aettied. They intend to 
dismiss you, and I know the reason. 
I honor yon for it, and wish you to 
enter my eatabliahment" 

Here again our young mechanic aaw 
the faand of God. His decision had 
again brought him into trial, and Grod 
had come to his aid. The new situa
tion for which he had engaged was 
worth much more than the one he was 
to leave. God had kept his promise. 

Frank removed to his new home 
with a character for decision wfaicfa 
henceforth placed him above tempta
tion of that nature. " I t wiU be of 
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no use to ask him," waa the reply of 
hia employer, when deaired to have 
Frank and hia men do aome repairs to 
a broken engine on the Sabbath. 
Frank'a heart waa fixed. He would 
"not be moved away," by any induce
ments, from " the faope Of the Gospel." 

Christiaa reader 1 what is your 
opinion of Prank Edwards ? Was not 
his decision admirable 7 I wish we 
had many more sucfa Christians in the 
chnrch to-day.—Rev. D. Wise. 

•*-• 

HONESTY THE BEST POLICY.—Hon
esty in business is the best policy. 
The man who tricks and prevaricates, 
and drivea sfaarp bargains, keeping 
within tfae line of tfae law, but going up 
often to the very edge of ita permia-
sions; taking advantage of the mistake 
and ignorance of Others; commending 
his wares beyond their value as much 
by his manner as by any thing he says 
of them, and decoying men into pur
chases or into basiness engagements 
that they afterwards regret—ia not at 
aU a politic man. He plumes himself 
on hia smartnesa, and men marvel at 
his luck; but a more thoroughly self-
deceived and aelf-deatroying knave 
does not exiats. Men get to be aa afay 
of him after a littie, aa a ainged dog ia 
of the grate. They -wiU buy every 
where elae before they buy of him. 
His bnsiness acquaintances cannot act 
with him in confidence; they are 
always, even unconsciously, apprehen
sive that the next spring of the steel-
trap wiU catch their fingers. A general 
impression by and by gets into circtfla-
tion, nobody knows how, that the man 
is not honest It is au impression that 
be can no more graap and overcome 
than he can expel the miasma from the 
air. It hovers abont and attends him ; 
goes •with him when he goea abroad; 
breaka dô wn hia self-respect when he 
is at home, or meets hia chUdren at the 
school and the social circle; makea faim 
look tricky wfaen he is walking the 
streets. He had better give all bia 
wealth, if thai could buy out of men's 
minds tins one impression. | 

TRIALS AND AFFICTIONS. 

Every one that gets to the throne 
must put his foot upon the thom. The 
way to the crown ia by the cross. We 
mnst taste the gaU, if we are to taste 
tfae glory. If justified by faith, we 
must auffer tribulationa alao. When 
God brougfat larael through the Red 
sea, he led them into the wilderness; 
so when God saves a soul he tries it. 
He never gives faith withont trying it. 
The way to Zion is through the vaUey 
of Baca. You must go through the 
wUdemess of Jordan, if you are to 
come to the Land of Promise. Some 
beUevers are much surprised wfaen they 
aro caUed to suffer. They thought 
tfaey would do some great tfaing for 
God; but all that God permits tfaem 
to do is to auffer. Go round to every 
one in glory ; every one has a different 
story; yet every one has a tale of 
snffering. One was persecuted in his 
family, by his friends and companiona; 
another was visited by sore paina and 
humbUng disease, or neglected by the 
world; another was bereaved of chfl
dren ; another had aU these afflictions 
meeting in one—deep caUed unto deep. 
But mark, all are brougfat out of theoL 
I t was a dark cloud, but it passed 
away; the water was deep, but tfaey 
have reached the other side. Not one 
of them blames God for tfae road he 
led them; " Salvation" is their only 
cry. Is there any one of you, dear 
chUdren of God, murmuring at your 
lot? Do not sin against God. This is 
the way God leads aU his redeemed 
ones. You must have a palm as weU 
as a white robe. No pain, no palm ; 
no cross, no crown; no thom, no 
throne; no gaU, no glory. Leam to 
glory in tribulations also. " I reckon 
that tfae sufferings of tfais present time 
are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory that shaU be revealed in as." 
—M'Cheyne. 

—Sin is the most useless thing in the 
universe. God wiU destroy i t 
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FREEDOM FROM SIN. 

I t may be said, " The Gospel cove
nant doea not promise entire freedom 
from sin." What do you mean by the 
word sin? those numberless weak
nesses and foUies sometimea (impro
perly) termed sins of infirmity ? If 
you mean only tfais, we shaU not put 
off these but "with our bodies. But if 
you mean, " I t does not promise entire 
freedom from sim, in its proper sense, 
or from committing sin," tfaat is by no 
means true, unless tfae Scripture be 
false; for thua it is written: " Who
soever is bom of God doth not com
mit sin ;" (unless he loae tfae Spirit of 
adoption, if not finally, yet for a wfaUe, 
aa did thia child of God;) " for hia 
aeed remaineth in him, and he cannot 
ain, because he is born of Grod." He 
cannot ain so long as " he keepeth him
aelf;" for then "that wicked one 
touchetfa faim not"—1 Jno. iu, 9; v, 18. 

We aee, tfaen, faow to judge of that 
otfaer aasertion, [often made] "tfaat the 
mercy of God to His aona in Chriat 
Jeaua extenda to all infirmitiea, folUea, 
and sins; multiplied relapses not ex
cepted." We grant, many of the chil
dren of God find mercy, notwithstand
ing multiplied relapses; but though it 
is possible a man may be a child of 
God who is not fully freed from ain, it 
doea not foUow that freedom from sin 
ia impossible; or, that it is not to be 
expected by aU; for it is promised. It 
is described by the Holy Ghost as the 
common privUege of all; and " God 
wUl be mindful" ( 0 let us be so !) " of 
his covenant and promise which he 
faatfa made to a tiiousand generations." 

This caution is necessary to be re
membered, that ye who are weak be 
not offended. Neither be ye offended, 
wfaen ye hear the wisdom of the world 
prononnce all this mere enthnsiasm: a 
hard word, which most of those who 
areJbndest of it, no more tmderstand 
tfaan tfaey do Arabic. Ask, in the 
spirit of meekness, him wfao calls it so, 
" I s the kingdom ofGod set up in your 
soul? Do you feel that peace of dod 

which passeth aU understanding ? Do 
you rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory 7 Is the love of God shed 
abroad in your heart by tfae Holy 
Gfaost which dweUeth in you ? If not, 
you are no judge of these matters. 
You cannot discern tfae things of the 
Spirit of God. They are entfausiasm, 
madness, fooUsfaness to you ; for they 
are spirituaUy discerned." 

Adc such a one, (but witfa meekness 
and love), ' "Are you taugfat ofGod? 
Do you know tfaat He abideth in yon? 
Have you the revelation of the Holy 
Ghost" (they are the words of our own 
Churcfa) "inspiring into you the tme 
meaning of Scriptnre? If you have 
not, with all your human science and 
worldly wisdom, you know nothing yet 
aa you ought to know. Whatever yon 
are in other reapects, as to the things 
of God, you are an unlearned and ig
norant man. And if you are unstable 
too, you •wfll wrest these, as you do 
also the other Scriptures to your own 
destruction." 

Be not then surprised, ye that wait 
for peace, and joy, and love, throagh 
faith in the blood of Jesus, that such 
judges as these are continually crying 
out, " Enthusiasm !" if you speak ofthe 
inward operations of tbe Holy Spirit 
And as to you who have already peace 
witfa God, tfarougfa our Lord Jesns • 
Cfarist; who now feel His love shed 
abroad in your hearts, by the Holy 
Ghost which is given unto you; with 
whose spirit the Spirit of God beareth 
witness that ye are the aons of God; 
it is your part to confirm your love 
toward tfaem, in all lowliness and 
meekness; (for who is it that maketh 
thee to to differ 7 Or what hast thon, 
wfaicfa thou hast not received 7) and to 
plead eamestiy for them at the throne 
of grace, that tfae day star may appear 
in their bearts also, and the Sun of 
Righteonsness at length arise upon 
tfaem, witfa healing in his wings !—John 
Wesley. 

< *» 

— H e r e is in sin a rebellious desire 
for what is denied. 
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CROSSING THE SEA. 

BY HATTIK A. W. KEQtJA. 

'Twas a Bea of sorrow he led me o'er. 
Lone and weird, and wildered, and 

strange; 
Far, far over from sbore to shore. 

With many a shadow and change. 

The storm beat wild on tbe troubled sea. 
And clouds were black as tbe night ; 

And, in tbe darkness, I scarce could see 
Tbe ship with its pinnons white. 

But safe and calm in tbe heart of tbe ship 
I waited the dawning of day ; 

For 1 knew when light in the east should 
break, 

Tbe storm-clouds would pasa away. 

And I trusted the pilot, so true and atrong. 
And so wonderful his skill; 

I knew tbat the waves wonld not beat too 
long. 

He coold calm them all at bis will. 

The storm beat wilder, tbe mad waves 
sprung 

Far over the vessel's side ; 
Then anguish and terror about me b tmg; 

For I beard not the voice of my Guide. 

Thrilled with a wildering grief I flew 
Where he stood at the helm, and cried : 

" And carest tbon not that I perish now ? 
For the ship fills fast with tbe tide." 

Strongly I felt tbe arms of bis might 
Folded o'er my trembling form. 

" Peace 1" he said, to my troubled beart; 
Bnt he said it not to the storm. 

The terror, the fear, the dread were gone— 
The heart-ache had passed a w a y ^ 

And calm as a babe on ita mother's arm, 
In bis nail-pierced handa I lay. 

The storm still beat o'er the plunging 
ship; 

1 beard its thunder and saw its foam; 
But no cry of terror rose now to mp lip. 

For I knew we coold not go down. 

At last came a glimmer of light o'er head— 
A pearly and peacefnl ray ; 

But I know not now if joy or dread 
Woke first to welcome the day. 

So deep was the peace on my spirit laid 
The nigbt was more fair than tbe mom; 

And in tbe darkness no longer afraid, 
I had learned to love tbe storm. 

But the mom bad broken, ita radiant light 
Lay over oor track before. 

And the tried, troe ship 'with its pennons 
wliite. 

Beefed sail at tbe emerald shore. 

FOB ONB IN DOUBT. 

Still, O Lord, for Thee I tarry. 
Full of sorrows, sins, and wants : 

Thee and all Thy saints I weary 
With my sad but vain complaints: 

Sawn asimder by temptation. 
Tortured by distracting care, 

KUled by doubt's severe vexation. 
Sorer evil tban despair. 

WiU the fight be never over ? 
Will the balance never tom ? 

Still 'twixt life and death I hover. 
Bear what is not to be bome. 

Who can bear a wonnded spirit ? 
•Whither moat my spirit go ? 

Shall I heaven or hell inherit ? 
Let me die my doom to know. 

AU in vain for death I languish; 
Death from his pursoer flies: 

Still I feel the gnawing angoish. 
Feel the worm that never dies. 

StiU in horrid expectation 
Like tbe damned in hell I groan. 

Envy them their swift damnation, 
Fearf ol to enhance my own. 

Jesos, see Thy f aUen creature! 
FaUen at Thy feet I l ie! 

Act according to Thy natore. 
Bid the sinner Uve or die. 

Of my pain fill up the measure. 
If Thoo canst no more forgive: 

If Thou in my life hast pleasure. 
Speak, and now my eool shaU Uve. 
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EDITORIAL. 

l is 

DESPAIB NOT. 

We have received letters from difierent 
persona who have backslidden from God, 
and now feel that there is no mercy for 
them. They pray, but the heavena seem 
aa brass over their heada. 

The better way is not to backslide. It 
ia an easy thing to get away from God. 
The boyp sliding down hill have no diffi
culty in reaching the bottom. It requires 
weary steps to get back to the top. 

Tonr condition is even more deplorable 
tban yoo think. Bnt it is not hopeless. 
If it were, yon would be indifferent. But 
the despair that you feel shows that there 
is hope in your case. Where there is pain 
there is a prospect of recovery; but the 
loss of sensibiUty is the precarsor of 
death. Those for whom there is no 
mercy, want no mercy. They are hard
ened. They belong to the class which the 
Apostle describes as thoae. Who being paat 
feeling have gi'ven theTnaelves over unto las-
eiviousnets, to teork all uncleanneai.—Eph, 
iv, 19, They giix heed to seducing spirits 
and doctrines of devHa; apeaking lies in 
hypocrisy ; having their conacience seared 
tmth a hot iron.—1 Tim. iv, 1, 2. 

Dr. Alexander expresses the same sen
timent : 

" Tbere iB a line by tu nnseen 
That croBses every path— 

The hidden boundary between 
God's patience and hia wrath. 

To pasa that Umit is to die— 
To die as if by stealth ; 

It does not quench the beaming eye. 
Nor pale tbe glow of health. 

The conscience may be still at ease. 
The spirits light and gay; 

That whicii is pleaaing still may pleaae, 
And care be thrust away. 

Bnt on that forehead Ood has set 
Indelibly a mark. 

Unseen by man, for man, as yet 
Is blind and in the dark. 

Indeed the doomed one's path below 
Hay bloom as Eden bloomed ; 

He did not, does not, will not know, 
Or feel thst h* is doomed. 

He feels, percliance, that all Is well, 
And every fear is calmed ; 

He lives, he dies, he wakes in hell— 
Not only doomed, bnt damned." 

This is not yoor case, for you desire to 
be a Christian. Cherish that desire. Act 
promptly up to your convictions. The 
passages to wbich Satan refers you so 
often—for he can quote Scriptore to you 
as well as he did to the Saviour—do not 
apply to yonr case. We wUl give yoa 
their troe meaning. " For it is impossi. 
ble for those who were once enlightened, 
and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and 
were made partakers of the Holy Qho«, 
and have tasted the good word of God, 
and the powers of the world to come, 
if they shall fall away, to renew them 
again onto repentance ; seeing they cruci
fy to themselves the Son of Qod afresh, 
and pot him to an open sliame."—Heb. vi, 
4-6. 

1. Stronger terms are no where used in 
the New Testament to denote those who 
have been truly converted to God. This 
passage refers then to those who once en
joyed saving grace. 

3. The word ^r-apairetron-af—would be 
more correctly rendered—and have faUen 
away, or apostatized. That it does not re
fer to those who have simply IjacksUdden 
in the ordinary sense—that is, have com
mitted sin, however grievoos, ia evident, 
from the words. Seeing they crucify to 
Oiemselves the Son of God afresh. That is, 
they claim that Christ was an impostor— 
that the Jews did right in crucifying him. 
As Dr, Adam Clarke forcibly says, " No 
man beliering in the Lord Jeaua as tho 
great sacrifice for sin, and acknowledging 
Chriatianity aa the divitte revelation is here 
intended; thoogh he may have unfortu
nately backslidden from any degree of 
the salvation of God. They belong to 
apostates from Christianity—to soch u 
reject the whole Christian system, and its 
author, tbe Lord Jesos." 

Again, For If we sin wilfully after tliat 
we have received the knowledge of ths 
troth there remaineth no more sacrifice 
for sins, bot a certain fearful looking-fol 
of jadgment and fiery indignation whicb 
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(hall devoor the adversaries."—Heb. x, 
26, 27, That this refers to the same 
class is evident from the 29th verge, in 
which the person referred to is said to 
have trodden underfoot the Son of God, 
and counted the blood of the covenant 
therewith he waa aanctified an. unholy 
thing. The expression, there remaineth no 
nore aacrifice for sins,, implies that they 
rejected Chriat entirely as the sacrifice for 
their ains. Having done this, they have 
no sacrifice. They most be panisbed 
•mthout mercy. 

Bo then, beloveds, these terrible, pas
sages are not for yoo. Notwithstanding 
aU your wanderings, yoo still believe in 
Jesns. Yon long for bis aalvation. Then 
come to Him freely. He will receive yon. 
These drawings that yoa feel are from 
the Father. These aspirations for a bet
ter life are from above. And the Spirit 
and the bride say, Come. And let him 
tliat heareth say, Come. And let him that 
is athirst come. And whosoever trill, let 
Urn, take the water of life freely,—Rev. 
xxii, 17. 

All that stands in the way is yotir will. 
Then he irresolute no longer. Come to 
Christ now. Come just aa you are. Make 
a hnmble, specific confession to Him of 
aU your wanderings. Where yoo have, 
in any way, •wronged yoor feUow-men, 
confess to them and make all the restlto-
tion in yoar power. Be decided. Be in 
eamest. W I L L to take of the water of 
Ufe and yoo will find a way. 

WOEK GETS WOBK. 
We once knew a young physician who 

went into a coontry place to establish 
himself in basiness. He was no sooner 
settled than he started ont at once to ride 
over the territory in which he wished to 
practice. Every day foond him in his 
saddle riding fast, aa if sent for in haste. 
The people seeing the yoang doctor con
tinually going, concladed he most be pop
ular and, as they had occasion, they em
ployed him. As he •was a young man of 
real abiUty and devoted to his profession 
he soon had a lucrative practice. A man 
who ia doing a job of work is moch more 

likely to get a job than he who is standing 
idle. So let one whoae heart is given to 
God go to work for God as he has oppor
tnnity and opportonities will increase. 
Money gets money and work gets work. 
Sporgeon, the great English preacher, 
says : 

" I wss aboat sixteen years old when I 
was baptized, and the very aight I was 
converted I prayed at the prayer-meeting. 
It was the first time I opened my mouth 
in any way for Christ. Then I songbt oot 
a district where 1 coald go and distribote 
tracts, and very soon I got a very nice 
diocese. There was nobody looked after 
it except me, and I was atioat sixteen 
years old. They nsed to tel] me all their 
trooblea and I very soon found my bands 
foU. I had to do all sorts of things. As 
soon as you begin yoor work, yoa have to 
work more. I was asked to go and teach 
in the Sanday-schtxil; then I had to address 
the children. They then arranged that I 
shoold constantly address them, every 
Saoday. By-and-by the adults came in 
and I had more people to hear me in the 
aftemoon than the minister had in the 
moming. So it kept on growing, on, and 
on, and on from one thing to another. 
There are some of oor yoang feUows whb 
want to pot their legs on the top of the 
ladder at once. Bot, believe me step by 
step ia the only way to climb." 

DEDICATION, 
A T BAKabMVTLLB, Niagara Co., N. T,, 

we assisted at dedication services the 39th 
of Jnly. The hoose is 33 by 48—with a 
room for social meetings in the rear. It 
is ' ceUed over head—under the roof. It 
is in aU respects the most pleasant, con
venient, well-arranged, sobstantiaUy-buUt 
charch edifice of the size we ever saw. 
It coat $3,300. Sheds coat $300. The 
balance needed to complete payment for 
the whole—$800, was pledged at the dedi
cation. Moch is doe to the good taste 
and indefatigable labors of the pastor, 
Bev. Wm. Jackson. The services were 
largely attended, and moch of God's 
presence •was realized among the people. 
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APFLiCTEm.—Our beloved brother and 
sister Stootenljerg, of Binghamton, are 
in deep affliction. We never saw a 
more healthy, vigorous famUy of children 
tban theirs. A few years since, the oldest 
son, a fine young man of uncommon vigor, 
took sick and died. Now two other prom
ising aons have sickened and died. Willie 
E. died the 7th of July, aged foorteen 
years and one month. The 13th of July 
anothei—Irvine C , aged seven years and 
three months—waa called away. We 
know how to sympathize with the afflic
ted, and we know that in soch sad hoors 
none bat God can comfort. May His 
grace in all its fallness rest upon our 
brother and sister. 

UNION.—There is a union that is of 
God ; there is also a union that is not of 
God. We should sacrifice much for 
uni ty; bat we may sacrifice too mnch. 
We shoald be anited with the holy; hot 
God's word forbids os to be united with 
the wicked. When, in order to maintain 
anion, we are obliged to soppress impor
tant truths of the Gospel ; or to bear no 
testimony against plain violations of God's 
commands, we pay too great a price for 
unity. It is not worth the cost. Besides 
sach anion is wrong. " How can two 
walk together except they be agreed?" 

We notice that at a large camp-meet
ing recently held, two preachers were 
appointed to coodoct special services for 
the promotion of the highest degree of 
Christian experience. One of these 
preachera is a strong beUever in the Holy 
Ghost to save both soul and body. The 
other denies the existence of the Holy 
Ghost, and is a materialist of the strongest 
k ind! 

» • • 

DoiKG GOOD.—Are you trying to do 
good? Do yoa aim at i t? Christ has 
gone to Heaven to represent" you Ijefore 
the throne. He keeps yoo on Earth to 
represent Him among men. He does aU 
He can for you ; are yoo doing all yoo can 
for Him ? When here on earth he scat
tered blessings wherever he went. Are 
you doing the same ? Does yoar reUgion 

change yoor object of living, yoor plana 
of life, your spirit, yoor conversation. Do 
you live to do good ? If so yoo mast do 
all for the sake of Christ, 

• - • -< 
I T makes a great difi'erence in the ap

pearance of actions whether they are seen 
throogh friendly or envioos eyes. Some 
very harmless objects look like hideous 
monst-ers under the microscope. 

»-*-* 
CHILI SHatiNABT,—The nest term is to 

commence on Tuesday, the 4th of Septem. 
ber next. The faculty is sobstantially the 
same as last year. If yoa wish your 
children to enjoy a thorough training, 
onder a strong religious infiaence, where 
they are not exposed to the contagion of 
pride and extravagance, send them here, 
The terms are as low as they can be made. 
For particulars address the principal, B, 
H. Boberts, North ChUi, Monroe Co,, N.T, 

CORRESPOJ^DEjrCE. 

liOVE FEAST. 
W. B. WcLLiAMa.—The Lord ia all and 

in all to me. All I have is on the altar fot 
God, I Uke the old paths—the plain •way 
to glory. I was taught when yoang th&t 
those who put on the fasbion of the world 
and neglected to kneel in charch, had 
backslid from the Lord. 

J. P. SHATTUOK.—I wtint to say to the 

glory of God, that be is giving ua soals 
and blessing his people. I baptized seven 
last Sabbath, and organized a class of 
five—all heads of families. Soals are 
being saved this snmmer. Bless the 
Lord. My sool is filled with love to God 
and his cause. I enjoy the blessing of a 
clean heart. 

ABTHUB MILLINGTON.— I well remem

ber when Go'd filled my sool •with the 
Holy Ghost and power. Glory! It waa 
during the camp-meeting in 186.5, when I 
received the holy ordnance of baptism. 
Glory ! I t was joy unspeakable and fall 
of glory. To-day I am in the narrow way. 


