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" HONESTY.
BY REY. B. T. ROBERTS.

Honesty is that disposition or quality
of the mind which leads us always to
give to every onme his due. Where
it really exists, it will be attended,
- ag far as possible, with corresponding
action. An honest man may, through
misapprehension, do a dishonest act.
A farmer hired a competent man to
put up in barrels apples for the market.
He was instructed to put up none but
those of good quality. He said he had
complied fully with his instructions.
The farmer sold them for good apples,
properly put up, as he really thought
they were. This was not an honest
act. But as he made it right as soon
as convinced of his mistake he was not
dishonest.

On the other hand, one may do hon-
est acts without being honest. His
motive may be selfish, and not a de-
site to do right. Though * honesty is
the best policy,” yet he who has no
other reason for being homest is, in
reality, a dishonest man. As'soon as
he thinks the advantage of doing a dis-
honest act will overbalance the advan-
tage of an honest course; his true dis-
position will manifest itself.

The Bible lays great stress upon

honesty. Thou shali not have in thy
bag divers weights, a great and a small.
Thou shalt not have in thine house divers
measures, a great and a small. For all
that do such things, and all that do un-
righteously, are an abomination unto
the Lord thy God.—Deut. xxv, 13, 14,
16. 1In the phrase, “such things,” are
included all instruments of dishonesty
of every sort and kind. All who lay
their plans and provide the means to
gain an unjust advantage over' their
fellow-men, are an abomination to the
Lord. They may profess religion—or
they may not — God abhors them.
Provide things honest in the sight of all
men.—Rom. xii, 17. Not only do that
which is honest, but lay your plans for
it—-take measures to do your business
in such a way that all fair-minded
men can see that you are honest. -
So the Apostle expressly says: Pro-
viding for honest things, not only in
the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight
of men.—2'Cor. viii, 21. This honesty
is to be manifested, not only to our fel-
low Christians, but to all men. 7That .
ye may walk honestly toward them that
are without.—1 Thess. iv, 12,

We see, then, that a man cannot be
dishonest in intention and at the same
time be a Christian. If he is dishon-
est, God abhors him. - But a man can-

not be abhorred and loved of God at







