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HONESTY. 

BY EEY. B. r . EOBEBTS. 

Honesty is that disposition or quality 
of the mind which leads us always to 
give to every one his due. Where 
it really exists, it will be attended, 
as far as possible, with corresponding 
action. An honest man may, through 
misapprehension, do a dishonest act. 
A farmer hired a competent man to 
pat up in barrels apples for the market. 
He was instructed to put np none but 
thoseof good quality. He said he had 
complied fully with his instructions. 
The farmer sold them for good apples, 
properly put up, as he really thought 
they were. This was not an honest 
aot. Bat as he made it right as soon 
as convinced of his mistake he was not 
dishonest. 

On the other hand, one may do hon
est acts without being honest. His 
motivo may be selflsh, and not a de
sire to do right. Though " honesty is 
the best policy," yet he who has no 
other reason for being honest is, in 
reality, a dishonest man. As soon as 
he thinks the advantage of doing a dis
honest act will overbalance the advan
tage of an honest course, his true dis
position will manifest itself. 

The Bible lays great stress upon 

honesty. Thou shalt not have in thy 
hag divers weights, a great and a small. 
Thou shalt not have in thine house divers 
measures, a great and a small. For all 
that do such things, and all that do un
righteously, are an abomination unto 
the Lord ihy God.—Bent.'xxv, 13, 14, 
16. In the phrase, "such things," are 
included all instruments of dishonesty 
of every sort and kind. All who lay 
their plans and provide the ineans to 
gain an unjust advantage over their 
fellow-men, are an abomination to the 
Lord. They may profess religion—or 
they may not — God abhors them. 
Provide things honest in the sight of all 
men.—Rom. xii, 17. Not only do that 
which is honest, but lay your plans for 
it—take measures to do your business 
in such a way that all fair-minded 
men can see that you are honest. 
So the Apostle expressly says : Pro
viding for honest things, not only in 
the sight of the Lord, hut also in the sight 
of men.—2 Cor. viii, 21. This honesty 
is to be manifested, not only to our fel
low Christians, but to all men. That 
ye may walk honestly toward ihem that 
are without—1 Thess. iv, 12, 

We see, then, that a man cannot be 
dishonest in intention and at the same 
time be a Christian. If he is dishon
est, God abhors him. But a man can
not be abhorred and loved of God at 
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the same time. So that, however or
thodox one is in doctrine, or even fer
vent ia his devotions, if* he is dishonest 
in deed and in intent he is still in a 
state of condemnation. All his reli
gion is merely in appearance. He may 
give largely, but the greatest benefac
tions cannot compensate for tbe least 
dishonesty. He is wanting in an es
sential particular. 

There are a thousand different ways 
in which a dishonest spirit may be man
ifested. We can mention only a few 
of the more common. 

1. By giving or exacting a different 
quantity from that agreed upon for a 
certain price. This is common among 
both buyers and sellers. Those who 
have things to sell often give, where 
they can, short weight or measure. 
The milkman's cup may be correct; 
but he is careful not to quite fill it. 
The great railway companies carry for 
so much a mile—an ample remuneration 
—but charge for a few rods over a mile 
for another full mile. The buyer agrees 
to pay so much a bushel, but when his 
produce is delivered, insists upon hav
ing sixty-four instead of sixty pounds 
to the busheL Yet those guilty of 
such acts of petty larceny sometimes 
belong to the church, and go to the 
communion, and pass for honest men ! 

2. By delivering a poorer quality 
of goods than was bought or sold. A 
man sells a load of wood. The outside 
is of good quality; bat tbe inside—that 
cannot be seen—is not worth half as 
mnch as that which is seen. He who 
practices deception of this kind is as 
dishonest as a thief. Such deception 
is carried on in many cases. 

3. By borrowing articles and paying 
back in an inferior article; or return

ing them in a worse condition than they 
were in when borrowed. If a neighbor 
is put to the trouble of lending foryour 
benefit, you have no right to put him 
to the additional trouble and expense 
of repairing his tools before he can use 
them. Put them, before you return 
them, in'as good order, at least as you 
found them, and return them promptly. 

4. It is dishonest to take advantage 
of the ignorance or the necessities of 
others to extort from them that for 
which a tail equivalent is not rendered. 
Yet how few there are by whom this 
is not done 1 How small the number 
who will not take advantage of another 
when they find him in their power! 
But what better is he who does it for 
the purpose of extortion than the high
way robber? The one takes advan
tage of another's weakness ; the other 
of his necessities. He who is in trade, 
is bound by every principle of honesty 
to be governed by the market prica 
K he has a right to raise his price, as 
the market raises, he is bound by every 
principle of integrity to lower his price 
as the market lowers. To take advan
tage of one who does not kaow of the 
fall in price, is dishonest. 

5. Another common method of mani
festing dishonesty is to neglect to. pay 
debts which, from any cause, will not 
be likely to be collected by law. Some
times men, on the strength of their 
supposed bonesty, incur debts which 
they cannot be compelled to pay. If 
they refuse payment, they not only 
wrong their creditors and themselves, 
but they injure others who may some
time need similar accommodation. 

Others let debts go unpaid because 
they are of such small amounts, or the 
creditor is at such a distance that they 


