
THE E A R N E S T CHBISTIAN 
AJ<rr> G O L D E N RXJIJB. 

VOL. XXXII . DECEMBER, 1876, No. 6 

B-^CKSLIDING. 

BV BEV. B. T. BOBERTS. 

The tendency in nature is to eqaliza-
tion. The clouds are constantly carry
ing water from the ocean to the land. 
The gulf-stream sweeps away to the 
north lhe warm water of lhe Tropics, 
to mitigate the severity of the Arctic 
regions. The ice-bergs from the Pole 
float away to the soulhj and cool the 
parched air. Even the mountains are 
gradually falling and tbe valleys gradu
ally rising. The swamp of one gener
ation becomes the meadow of the next. 
Your stove keeps warmer than the air 
that surrounds it only by being con
stantly fed by fuel. Let it alone and 
it cools off. 

So, no matter how mbch grace one 
may have, the constant tendency is to 
assimilate to those by whom he is sur
rounded. He keeps up his glow of de
votion only by wailing continually 
npon the Lord, He holds his gronnd 
only by persevering eflorts to go for
ward. A. man does not need to com-' 
mit some flagrant sin to lose saving 
grace. He may lose it so gradually 
that he may not know it is gone. This 
is implied in the Scripture word— 
" backslider," by which such persons 
tre designated. Sliding ia a smooth, 

pleasant motion. It is not a fall. 
There is nothing in it that shocks the 
sensibilities. You may be a back
slider and not know it. Tbis was the 
case with the Laodiceans. It may be 
with you. 

Assuming tbat you have been con
verted, you may know whether you are 
backslidden by the following marks: 

i. Continuous and wilful neglect of 
the Bible shows that you are a back
slider. If you torn away from God's 
book, it is because you have lost your 
love for Him. The language of a 
saint is : " 0 how I love thy law 1 it is 
my meditation all the day."—Psalm 
cxix, 97. The loss of the appetite is a 
sign of disease. The loss of a relish 
for the bread of life, shows that the 
head is sick and the heart is faint. Do 
not flatter yourself ibat you have be
come so strong that yoa can live with
out' it. If you do not feed upon the 
word of God, you are spiritually weak. 

2. If you neglect secret prayer, you 
are a backslider. The discharge of 
public, religious duties may keep up 
your credit with men ; but secret de
votions alone will give you strength to 
press on in the way of life. You must 
draw nigh to God if you would have 
him draw nigh to you. 

3, If you bave lost the joy of salva
tion, you are a backslider, I do not 
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mean that yau should be in an ecstasy 
all the while. This is not necessary. 
I do not mean that you should at all 
times be »ensible of joy. There may 
be seasons when you are in heaviness 
through manifold temptations. These 
must be expected. You may be called 
lo pass through great tribulations. Tho 
route to Heaven goes that wAy. Still 
you must see to it that no temporal 
calamities rob you of the joy of the 
Lord. You mast get blessed from 
tiine to time. In the midst of all your 
trials you must still be able to say, 
"As sorroufal, yet alivays rejoicing." 

But if this is uil the case—if 3"our en
joyment is gone and you are living 
upon the dry husks of by gone mem
ories, and priding yourself upon your 
consisicucy, j-ou raay set it down that 
you are a backslider. You may say 
that you are rich and increased in goods, 
and have need of nothing ; but God's 
opiuion of you is very diB^erent. 

'4. If you relish worldly pleasure, 
you are a backslider. If you are saved 
in God, the craving for tbem is all 
gone. Yoa bave a taste for something 
better. He who driuks of the rivers 
of God's pleasures does not relish 
water from lhe stagnant, poisoned 
pools of man's creation. 

5. If you are conformed to lhe world, 
you are a backslider. When j^ou 
were converted, you came out from 
unbelievers and was separate. 2 Cor. vi, 
17, 18. Now, if you live like the 
world, dress like the world, and seek 
your society in it, you are a backslider. 
Compromising is an unfailing symptom 
of a lukewarm heart. 

6. If you are spending your time 
aronnd stores and public resorts, talk
ing politics, or telling stories, you are 

a backslider. Evil communications Cor
rupt good manners. The proverb says, 
" A man is known by the company he 
keeps." 

7. I fyouarenot strictly and scru
pulously honest in j'our business, you 
are a backslider. If you take advan
tage of another's ignorance; if you 
practice deception to get good bargains; 
,if 3'Ou pilfer from your employer; if 
you draw, wages lor work which, 
ihrough idleness, j'ou have not done; 
if you devour widows' houses, your 
long pra3-er3 will not save you from 
condemnation. One thing the religion 
of Christ does for all who enjoy it—it 
makes them honest. 

You may meet with losses and mis
fortunes—your property may go ; but 
if you keep your religion, you retain 
your integrity. 

8. If you slander people that you 
do not like, you are a backslider. "If 
any man among you .seem to be religious, 
and bridleth not his tongue, but deciveth 
his oum heart, this man's religion is 
vain."—Jas. i, 26. 

These are some of the marks ofa 
backslider. Do you find them in your
self? If so, do not remain in this dan
gerous condition another hour. " Take 
with you words, and turn to ihe Lord: 
say unto him. Take away all iniquity, 
and receive us graciously."—Hosea iv, 
2. God says, " T will heal their back
sliding, Iwil l love them freely.'—Hosea 
iv, 4. 

Here is no restriction as to the 
backslider, only that he return to the 
Lord. Whatever the character of their 
backslidings, God says he will heal 
them. However aggravated their case, 
God says He WILL LOVE THEM FREELY. 

Then do not stay away from God. 
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Get back to Him at once. You do not 
feel easy. There are times when you 
see your peril. Go on as you are,,and 
your fears will come upon you. Con
vinced tbat you are a backslider, there 
is nothing that has such a tendency to 
keep you back as the fear that God 
will not receive you. Satan keeps 
you looking at that. Do not believe 
him. Trust God Rely upon His 
word. Throw yourself upon his mercy. 
Confess your backsliding. Forgive all 
towards whom you feel hardness, both 
those who have wronged you, and 
those whom you have wronged. Give 
yourself without reserve lo God and 
believe fully in Him. He will receive 
you with gladness. There will be joy 
in the presence of the angels of God 
and joy in your heart. 

A WORD TO SEEKERS. 

—The joys of religion are the encour
agement of youth and the prop of old 
age. Wiihout them we sicken even in 
the midst of prosperity ; and with them 
adversity loses all its terrors. They 
sweeten our slumbers, Ihey soothe our 
waking hours ; at home and abroad, in 
private and in public, tbey are our con
stant companions, our richesi treasures. 
The vigor ot youth and ibe blush of 
health are transitory blessings; the pride 
of rank soon wearies; and riches make 
them'selves wines and Ily away: but lhe 
joy of a Christian, though it walks upon 
earth, hides its head in heaven. It is 
the gift of God; and God alone is able 
to deprive him of it. 

— When mountains are in the way 
oF tbe Lord's people, he docs not per
mit them to ascend and pass over their 
sunimils, but he bids tbe mountains 
give way. He will not suffer his saints 
lo walk loo high ; iherefore, in his prov
idence, he reduces lhe hills to vales, 
wbich are pleasant and safe to humble 
pilgrims. 

If you need more light on certain 
points, pray God for it. If you lack de
termination, courage, and faiih, cry to 
God for help wiih the perseverance of 
Jacob, Unite prayer with searching 
lhe t'criptures and the use of all the 
means off.race, and employ every help 
in order to obtain the blessing. Besides 
lhe Bible, suitable hymns, and verses 
of hymns, may be a means of encour
agement. The reading of books, peri
odicals, tracts, etc, on the snbject may 
be a help. The Bible, however, must 
always be considered as tbe principal 
source of instruction on this as on all 
other points of dcctrine respecting our 
salvation. 

Have a single eye, and be sincere • 
before God and man in your searching 
and prayer with regard to this h'ghly-
imporiant subject. Conceal nothing ; 
hold nothing Lack; evade no known 
duty; spare no passions; renounce every 
sinful indulgence, remembering God 
will not hear us if we regard iniquity 
in our hearts. We must be conscious 
that we are sinceie before God and 
man, and that we desiie to be saved, 
and remain saved, from all sin. If lhis 
be the case, tben we are only ore step 
from the land of entire puiity and rest. 

But you must consider that witbout 
faith the specified preparation for sanc
tification will avail noihii g. The most 
accurate knowledge of the subject, the 
profoundest sense of our natnral deprav
ity, and our need of thorough cleansing, 
all penitence and confession, resignation 
and consecration, together with the most 
earnest supplication and prayer, will bo 
without effect ifwo lack faith. 

If the proper state of mind is attain
ed—tbat is, if we have arrived at the 
borders of the promised land of rest 
from internal enemies, and tbe enjoy
ment of perfect love—the fulness of 
God—then it is our privilege by ono 
further act of faith to obtain the bless
ing—to enter into the land and posfess 
it. And this last happy step across ibe 
boundary into the promised land is, in 
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most cases, not as difficult as many for
mer steps of our journey have been. 
We need only to will and to venture, 
trasting in the mercy and faithfulness 
of God, and the work is done. Such 
faith the Lord requires of all His chil
dren, and it is impossible to none. 

To believe that God has promised 
this great blessing, that He is able and 
willing to impart it, and that He will 
impart it in due season, is not all of 
that faith which is required lo secure 
the blessing. More is required. We 
must come, as in justification, to the 
present tense, namely, thai He will do 
it now. More than this, that He actu
ally does it now. To believe that He 
will do it is all right at its proper lime, 
but it is not the whole of tbe requisite 
faith to secure the blessing. When we 
believe and feel that we are near the 
goal, we bave achieved a great victory, 
bat if we go no farther it will profit us 
nothing. What would it profit a man 
if he almost came into the possession of 
a great earthly treasure, or even al
most reached heaven, if he finally failed 
to enjoy it ? The application is easy. 

All whohave been converted or jus
tified, reached a point of time in their 
penitential straggle when they, by faith, 
obtained the pardon of their sins, and 
were adopted into tbe family of God 
as children. When did they reach that 
point? Was it not when they believed? 
Not before, but as soon as they believ
ed. Exactly so it is in the struggle for 
entire sanctification. The order and na
ture of faith is the same; the difference 
is in the object aimed at. In conver
sion, this is justification and regenera
tion ; in sanctification, it is entire clean
sing from indwelling sin, and perfecting 
in love. 

Now, if the penitent under the guilt 
and burden of sin, without much expe
rience in regard to the work and ways 
of God, may exercise faith to the re
moval of his sins, and obtain peace and 
consolation, why should he, after such 
experience and knowledge with regard 
to the plan of salvation and God's wil
lingness to hear and answer prayer, 

not be able to exercise that faith whicb 
secures entire purification ? Is God not 
as able fully to sanctify his children as 
to pardon and renew the penitent? Does 
He not declare our sanctification to be 
His will? 

We doubt not the fulfilling of a prom
ise made by a well-tried friend—we 
place full confidence in his word. But 
our friend is a feeble, fallible mortal, 
and he might possibly fail to fulfil his 
promise. He might be overcome by 
templation te break his word; or if ev
er so faithful and willing, not be able to 
fulfil it. But tbis cannot be the case 
with God, our best Friend. He is im
mutable, and can in no wise be prevent
ed from fulfilling His promise, -if our 
unbelief prevent Him not. 

But whatever may hinder us and 
protract our conflict for entire sanctili-
calion, tbe sincere seeker will finally 
succeed if he perseveres. Let him only 
guard against the mistaken notion that 
his success lies in the distant future— 
that weeks, months, and even years 
may pass 'by before he will realise it. 
This is an artifice of the devil, whereby 
innumerable multitudes have been de
ceived. If we earnestly seek the bless
ing, without which we never sball ob
tain it, we must e-xpect it daily, hourly 
—yea, momently. Those who desire 
more lime, have not yet fully discov
ered their need; are notyet tired enough 
of inbred sin, and lack earnestness in 
seeking deliverance therefrom. 

Those who hunger and thirst after 
the full salvation of God, count the days, 
and hours for their deliverance from 
their inward tormenting fears, and for 
lhe full baptism ofthe Spirit and power 
of their Eedeemer. Deny me what thou 
wilt, O my God, only not tbis—isthe 
language of their souls. They willingly 
consecrate and risk all in order to ob
tain this precious treasure. Nothing on 
earth or in heaven seems sufficient to 
tbem to mitigate the heart-wound, to fill 
the heart-void, but God and His full 
salvation. Those who await the bless
ing in such a frame of mind, and witb 
such a desire by faith, need in no case 
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wait long for it. If the reader be a 
seeker of this great salvation, will he 
permit us to put the following questions 
to him:— 

Do you comprehend what is meant by 
entire sanctification ? Do you feel the 
need of it? Do you desire it with all 
your heart, and are you willing to ac
cept it on any terms ? Are you deter
mined to avoid all mauer of sin before 
God and man and to continue in prayer 
and supplication until you bave suc
ceeded ? Have you made a full conse
cration of yourself, and yours, your 
property, your gifts and talents, your 
lime, your influence and honor—your 
all—and are you determined never to 
lake anything back ? Is this your will, 
yom feeling, your determination ? Are 
you resolved to live and die with this 
mind ? Do you expect sanctification by 
faith alone ! Do you expect it to day, 
now ? Do you expect il as a work of 
the Holy Spirit applying the blood of 
Jesus to your soul ? Do you expect 
besides a cleansing from all inward pol
lution of sin, an increase of love toward 
God and man, of spiritual gifts, and an 
improvement of all Christian virtues ? 
All this yoa may expect with certainty 
if you exercise the requisite faith for 
the attainment of entire sanctification. 
If you seek it by earnest prayer, and 
expect it by faith, it must be and will 
be your portion. Heaven and earth 
will pass away, but Lhe word and prom
ises will remain for ever. Do you be
lieve tbis ? "All things are possible to 
him that believeth." Do yoa believe 
now? If you do, you are not disappoint
ed ; you have the blessing, and you 
know and feel it. You need not now 
be tjo.d to give God the glory. The 
grace of God in your heart will incite 
you to tbis. You will speak out of the 
abundance of the heart and be con
strained to cry out, in the language of 
the Psalmist, "Bless the Lord, O my 
soul; and all that is within me, bless 
His holy name. Bless the Lord, 0 my 
soul, and forget not all his benefits: 
who forgivelb all thine iniquities: who 
healeth all thy diseases; who redeem-

eth thy life from destruction; who 
crowneth thee with lovingkindness and 
tender mercies; who satisfieth tby mouth 
with good things ; so that thy youth is 
renewed, like the eagle's." 

—Every man ought to strive to draw 
lessons from what he sees and hears. 
Like the bee gathering honey from the 
flowers, we should gather wisdom from 
all which the mind can light on. And 
God bas made the world so that this is 
possible. One who observes thought
fully will find emblems all around him. 
Just as a mirror gives back your image, 
so all material things, the cloud, and 
tree, and leaf, tbe floating atom and 
tbe revolving world, give back a spinl-
ual meaning, and speak to us in para
bles. The sun—it is an emblem of lhe 
great Sun of Righteousness, The rock 
—it is the emblem of God's eternity. 
The withered leaf—it is an emblem of 
hnman hope when sin has blighted it. 
The dying year—it speaks as a pre^ 
monitor of departing life. Tbe ripe 
harvest—it is a waving parable lo 
teach men that what a man sows, that 
shall he also reap, and that rich beyond 
thought is the final reward of bim who 
sows seed for tbe harvest of heaveu.— 
Rev. E. H. Gillett. 

THE FULNESS.—"I keep clear in the 
blessing of entire sanctificaiion. But 
what is the enjoyment of that blessing, 
compared with the fulness there is in 
Christ ? 0 may we press on with re
doubled ardor to all those lengths and 
breadths of love divine, which all eter
nitv will open, but never finish,"—W. 
E.'Miller. 

—Too deep a consideration of eter
nal realities might unfit a man for his 
present circ umstances. Walking through 
St, Bartholomew's hospital, or Bedlam, 
must deeply affect a feeling miiid ; bnt 
in reality, this world is a far worse 
scene. I t has but two wards: in the 
one, men are miserable ; in tbe other, 
mad. 
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PEACE-MAKERS. 

Wo may easily learn, in how wide 
a sense, the term, ." peace-makers," 
is to be u.nderstood. In its literal mean
ing it implies, those lovers of God and 
man, who utterly detest and abhor all 
strife and debate, all variance and con
tention: and accordingly l.ibor with 
all their might, either to prevent this 
fire of hf̂ ll from being kindled; or when 
it is kindled, from breaking out; or when 
it is broke out, from spreading anj' far
ther. They endeavour to calm tbe stor
my spirits of men, lo quiet their turbu
lent passions, soften tbe minds of con-
ti'nding parties, and if possible, recon
cile tbem lo each other. Thev use all 
innocent arts, and employ all their 
strength, all the talents wbich God bas 
gi\'eii them, as well to preserve peace, 
where il is, as lo restore it, where it is 
not. It is the joy of iheir heart, lo pro
mote, to confirm, lo increase mutual 
good will among men ; but more espe
cially among tbe children of God, how
ever distinguished by things of smaller 
importance; that as iheŷ  have all one 
Lord one faith; as they are all called 
in one hope of their calling, so they 
may all "yralk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith they are called; with all 
lowliness and meekness, witb long-suf
fering, forbearing one another in love; 
endi^avocing lo keep the unity of the 
Spirit, in the bond of peace." But in 
the full extent of the word, a peace
maker is one who, as he hath oppnr-
tuiiiiv, d-ilb good unto all men : one that 
being filled with love of God and all 
mankind, cannot confine the expressions 
of it to his own family, or friends, or 
acqu.iinlance, or party: or to those of 
his own opinions : no, nor (hose who are 
partakers of like precious faiih; bu', 
steps over all these narrow bounds that 
he may do good to every man ; that be 
may some way or other manifest his, 
love to neighbors and strangers, friends 
and enemies. He doth good to tbem all, 
as he hath oppnrtuniiy, thai is, on every 
possible occasion ; redeeming the time, 
ia order thereto, buying up every oppor

tunity, improving every hour, losing no 
moment wherein he may profit another. 
He does good, not of one particular 
kind, but good in general: in every pos
sible way, employing herein all his tal
ents of every kind ; all his powers and 
faculties of body and soul; all his for-
tune, his inleresf, his reputation ; desi
ring only that when his Lord cometh, he 
may say, "Well done, good and faith
ful servant !"—John Wesley. 

WiLKi-vti W I T H GOD.—How beau-
liful is the Scripture account of Enoch! 
He walked with God, enjoyed commun
ion with him, kept his commandments, 
reflected bis perfections, and witnessed 
for him in the midst of acrookfed and ' 
perverse generation—had God's testi
mony that he was righteous, a testimony 
the highest and most sublime that man 
has ever secured ; how it enlarges lhe 
mind, ennobles the character, and stamps 
upon the whole being singular beauty 
and purity. He was a prophet of God, 
the first who bears that title, and proph
esied fearful things concerning wicked 
men, in all ages—" and _ was not, for 
God took him ;" he being too pure for 
the society of earth, too pious to enter 
in that impious age into the grave, and 
was taken by angelic hands, perhaps 
with jubilant songs, to tbe palace of the 
King ot kings and Lord of lords ! Tell 
us not, ye trifling sods ot eartb, that • 
there is nothing in religion—that it is 
vain to serve God, Were there noth
ing else in the whole Bible than the his
tory of Enoch bearing on lhe point, yonr 
words would be demonstrated false. Is 
it worth nothing that the iufinite God, 
in his eternal book, should witness in 
your praise ?—or is it of no value that 
he send the chariots of heaven to take 
you to his throne ? 

•-•-• 

—We should take care that we do 
not make our profession of religion a re 
ceipt in full for all other obligations, A 
man truly illuminated will no more de
spise others, than Barlimeus, afler his 
own eyes were opened, would lake a 
stick and beat every blind man he met. 
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SELF-DENIAL, 

Had the Saviour of mankind made 
his advent into this world surrounded 
by tho pomp and in the pride of an 
earthly potentate; had he promised to 
his followers unlimited indulgence in 
the carnal pleasures of this world; had 
he exacted no self-denial, no. cross-bear
ing, no humility of his disciples ; this 
would all well have accorded with the 
inclinations ofthe unrenewed heart, and, 
instead ofthe poor "fishermen," we 
should have senn the world immediately 
gather around bis standard. But, no ! 
this was not our Saviour's mission. He 
came in meek and lowly guise; and the 
religion'ho taught was one of meek
ness, self-denial ahd holiness. His mis
sion was to seek and save the lost,— 
10 save us from our sins He laid down, 
fur a time, the glory he had with tho 
Father, " took the f.irm uf u servant," 
'•bec.ime o! no rt'putation," "a. man of 
sorrows ;iiid ucq lainled u'iih grief," 
" that we, lhrou:,'h his poverty, might be 
made ricb." And now, having finished 
lhe work of redemption, led captivity 
captive, and ascended to the right baud 
ofthe Father, he still calls tons, as his 
witnesses, by his word, " lo walk also 
even as he walked," meekly and hum
bly, " If any man will come after me, 
let him deny himself, lake up the cross, 
and follow me." If, then, we would be 
true disciples of him who was meek 
and lowly, we must deny ourselves. 
How many there are who -practice lit
tle or no real selfdenial, and yet pre
sume to take upon themselves the sa
cred name of Christ I What is this self-
denial? Of what does our holy religion 
call upon us to deny ourselves ? Of that 
only which is no sacrifice, which gives 
us no pain to surrender ? , Nay, what 
sailh our divine Exemplar? " If thy 
right hand or eye offend tbee, cast them 
from Ihee." Not only mmst all outward 
sin be renounced, but whatever is in its 
nature sinful, or in the least retards our 
progress in the Christian race, even 
were ic dear to us as a right hand or 
eye, must be dethroned. No idol, how

ever good in itself, may come between 
God and onr own souls. He that lov
eth father and mother more than me is 
not worthy of me," This is the self-de
nial taught by our Saviour and prac
ticed by his apostles ; and nowhere in 
the holy word are we told that lime, 
custom, or circumstances will render 
tbat right, which he, "with whom there 
is neither variableness nor shadow of 
turning" hath pronounced sinful. We 
raay try lo excuse ourselves ; but God's 
word remains unchanged, " The willing 
aod obedient shall eat the good of tbe 
land," " Will tbou also disannul my 
judgment? will thou condemn me, that 
thou mayest be righteous?"—Job xi, S. 
It is not sufficient that the world com
mend our w-dlk, or that we have been 
faithful in the observance of the out
ward duties tif religion. Whot wus the 
.-Saviour's reply to the rich y^uui-i iiui'n 
A'lio ca.iae to him, and kueeliiig at his 
feet, desired Vi be iiisuucted in lhe way 
of etoriiul iife? '•On.' ;hi ŝ ihou liick-
esc." Jesus looked upou iho you;-,g a-an 
tenderly,—he loveti him. He knew 
Ih-at his moral character was untarnish
ed. His daily walk was orderly and 
upright, and he was undoubtedly es
teemed by oihers as a model of piety. 
Yet he who seeth not as man seeth, 
knew that his heart was fixed upon his 
possessions. Our Lord required of him, 
as be does of us, that every idol- be laid 
upon the altar, "SeU what thou hast," 
said he, "and give lo the poor." Here 
was the trial of his faitb and love to 
his Saviour. Will he deny himself? 
Will he part with his idol, or his God ? 
Part with Christ, whispered Satan, if 
thou must sell him, but keep thy wealth. 
He went away sad and grieved, it is 
true, but hugging his darling idol closer 
lo his breast. He will not part with 
this. How many woald-be Christians 
there are at the present day, who, wrap- . 
ped up in their robes of self righteous
ness, are vainly expecting to merit eter
nal life by the " good things which they 
do," who, nevertheless, if tried, to-day, 
would "sell their birth-right for a mess 
of pottage,"—would part with their 

* ^ 
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Master for thirty pieces of silver I " Be 
not conformed to the world ;" " deny 
thyself;" and many other commands of 
the same import, are accounted by them 
as idle words. The Christian's whole 
life is one of selfdenial and cross bear
ing, and he who expects to reach beaven 
by any other path, will find his hopes 
vain. Vain will be all our prayers or 
protestations of love to God, if we obey 
not his voice, and follow not where he 
leads! 

Fellow Christians, let us examine 
ourselves and see if we are living up to 

' the standard of Gospel purity and self-
denial ; aud, if not, let us now seek out 
our bosom idol, and lay it, together 
with all we have and are, a willing sac
rifice upon the altar of consecration, 
believing that it is accepted through the 
merits of the Beloved. Then, and not 
till then, shall we be fully prepared 
Ihrough grace, to go forth withoul tbe 
camp, and bear his reproach joyfully, 
to take up our cross humbly, follow him 
faithfully, and glorify him in all we do. 
How have we followed him hitherto ? 
He went about doing good,—we profess 
to be his followers. May ic not be said 
of some of us, " What do ye more than 
others ?" We do good to our friends,— 
we are anxious about their souls. Are 
we equally solicitous aboutthe salvation 
of others ? Do we go ont into the " high
ways and hedges" to seek out the sick 
and sorrowing, the despised and degra
ded—to pour into tbeir wounded hearts 
the balm of love and kindness, and 
" point ihem to tbe Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world ?'' The 
great mass ol mankind are still unsaved. 
"The harvest truly is great." God grant 
that lhe number of efBcient laborers 
may be greatly increased ! Oh for a 
holy cburch. a " peciili-ir people," bap
tized with the Holy Ghost, lo labor in 
this great field ! If our hearts are thus 
prepared with the " anointing" from 
above, we shall be enabled to perform 
every known duty, regardless of the op
probrium wbich the world will cast upon 
us. W e shall be as willing to follow 
our Leader to the rescue of Mary Mag

dalene, as into the sumptuous apart
ments of the proud Pharisee, " having 
respect," not to the opinion ofthe world, 
or cold-hearted professors, " bnt to the 
recompense of reward," " esteeming the 
reproach of Christ greater riches than 
the treasures of Egypt " or the whole 
world. 

NEAR VIEW OF ETERNITY.—Eterni
ty is another thing than what we ordi
narily take it to be in a healthful state, 
Ob, how' vast and boundless' Oh, how 
fixed and unalterable I Oh, of what in
finite importance is it that we be pre
pared for eternity! I have been just 
dying, now, for more than a week ; and 
all around me have thought me so, I 
have had clear views of eternity ; have 
seen tbe blessedness of the godly in 
some measure: and have longed to share 
their happy state, as well as been com
fortably satisfied that through grace I 
shall do so; but 0 what anguish is rais
ed in my mind for those who are Christ
less, for those who are mistaken, and 
who bring tbeir false hopes witb them lo 
the grave ! The sight was so dreadful 
that I could by no means bear it; and I 
said, under a more affecting sense than 
ever before, "Who can dwell with ever
lasting burnings?" Oh, methonght, could 
I now see my friends I might warn 
them to see it, that they lay their foun
dation for eternity sure.—Brainard. 

»-•-• 

—We oflen seek to apply cordials 
when the patient is not prepared for 
them, and it is the patient's advantage, 
tbat he cannot take a medicine when 
prematurely offered, Wben a man 
comes to me and says, "I am quite 
happy," I am not sorry to find him come 
again with some fears, I never saw a 
work stand weli without a check, "I 
only want," says one, "to be sure of 
being safe, and then I will go on," No; 
perhaps then you will go off. 

—We need grace alike to keep ns 
from breaking the weightiest command
ment of the law, and from falling into 
the most trifling vanity of the age. 
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CHAFF AND WHEAT. 

BV B. T, ROBERTS, 

Many are the changes that have tak
en place, in the past few years, in the 
Christian world. Formerly, professing 
Christians were a plain, humble people. 
Now tbey are, in many cases, the lead
ers of fashion. Then, they were de
spised by the world ; now, they are of 
the world. Then, they worshipped God 
in spirit and in truth ; now, too frequen
tly, they worship by proxy. 

But in no one respect is the change 
more marked than in the confidence 
with which professors talk of their pros
pects of heaven. I l would seem as if, 
to those who are in good standing in 
the church, there is hardly a possibility 
of heing lost. The sermons, the pray
ers, and the sacred inelodies,—all take 
ilfor granted that the salvation of those 
within the pale of the church is secured, 
almost beyond the possibility ofa fail
ure. Hymns of penitence have given 
way to songs of triumph. Eamest 
prayer acd supplications, searching the 
Scriptures and religious meditations, 
selfdenial and bearing the cross meekly 
for Jesus—means of grace that the saints 
of other generations censidered essen
tial to every one who laid claim to the 
Christian character—have been sup
planted by the opera and the theatre, 
by balls and billiards. Everything 
betokens a feeling of the utmost secu
rity. Even among those who are more 
decidedly religious, who oppose these 
iucursions of the world upon the cburch, 
there is loo often, it is to be feared, a 
feeling of safety which the real religious 
stale does not warrant. 

The Scriptures warn us faithfully 
against selfdeception. A searching time 
is coming, when every vail thai hides 
one's true character will be torn off, 
and every one will appear to be what 
he is in reality. John said of Jesus, 
His fan is in his hand, and he will thor
oughly purge his fioor, and gather his 
wheat into the garner; but he will burn 
up the chaff with unquenchable fire. 

While there are points of resemblance 
between the righteous and those who 
only appear lo be righteous, there is 
also a marked difference in their char
acter, and a striking contrast in their 
final doom. 

1. The chaff and the wheat grow to
gether in the same field, and from the 
same root. The same soil affords nu
triment to both. So one may go tp 
heaven and another to hell from tbe 
same family, the same school, or the 
same church. The instructions and the 
discipline received, and the doctrines 
believed, may be the same, and yet the 
fate be entirely dissimilar. It is no 
evidence that one is in a state of salva
tion, because he is an acceptable member 
of a pure church, and sustains its inter
ests and observes its regulations with 
commendable fidelity. Much of the re
ligious teaching of the day implies this, 
though it may not be asserted in so 
many words. The platform of Chris
tianity is made so broad, .that every 
one who is not an avowed infidel feels 
that if he does not already stand upon 
it, but very little change is necessary to 
place him there. The contrast between 
German Pantheism and the Gospel of 
Jesas is ably drawn. He rejects, with 
a shudder, the cold, cheerless, though 
specious Atheism, and thence concludes 
he must be a Christian. His moral 
character is good, according to the pre
vailing standard of morality, or he pro
poses to make it so; and why sbould 
he not belong to the church, and enjoy 
the consolation of believing that alter 
death all will be well ? Simply because 
he is not a new creature in Christ Jesus. 

2. Tho chaff affords protection to the 
wheat. It shields it from the scalding 
sun and the blighting storm. The wheat 
could not well grow without it. So, one 
may have a deep sympathy with those 
who are walking in the narrow way. He 
may not forsake them in times of per
secution, as Peter did his Master, and 
as so many do at the present day. He 
may be a companion of those who take 
joyfully the spoiling of their goods and 
may afford them his countenance and 
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protection. He may contribute freely 
of his money—not to gratify religious 
pride, but to promote the real cause of 
God. He may do all this—which so 
few professing Christians have the mor
al courage to do—and yet not be in the 
way of salvation. Tbere were doubt
less many who worked upon the ark for 
Noah, who were not saved by the vessel 
which their own hands had helped to 
construct.- Sympathy for the right—la
boring for the cause of God—is good as 
far as it goes. But this is not enough. 
You must be right. 

3. In every field of wheat, even the 
very best, the chaff always makes the lar
gest pile. That you are in the majority 
is no evidence that you are right. It 
is in reality a suspicious circumstance. 
If you can assign no better reason for 
your conduct than that others do as 
you do, you had better reform If the 
claims of your church lo your allegi
ance are based upon its numbers, or 
wealth, or popularity, you are in a dan
gerous position. Jesus says. Narrow 
is the way ihat leadeth unto life, and few 
there he that find it. 

Much as lhe chaff and the wheat re
semble each other, there is a radical 
difference between them. 

1. Wheat is solid ; chaff is light and 
easly driven about by the wind. There 
is nothing settles a man, like a genuine, 
religious experience. His faiih rests 
upon a consciousness that is more reli
able than a mathematical demonstra
tion. He knows that he has passed from 
death unto life. But one who bas head 
religion only, was reasoned into it, and 
he may be reasoned out of it. He is 
driven about by every wind of doctrine, 
and cunning craftiness of men, whereby 
ihey lie in wait to, deceive. He generally 
agrees with the preacher who had his 
ear last, and who bestows upon him the 
most of personal attention. 

2. Wheat will bear to be crushed. 
Place it between the upper and nether 
millstone, grind it to powder, and then, 
instead of being destroyed, il becomes 
just ready for use. Some professors are 
very easily killed. They must be pet

ted and caressed, or they are liable to 
give up. They must be treated with 
just so much deference, and be allowed 
lo have their own way, or they back
slide. But those who are truly right
eous, can endure neglect and contempt. 
They expect persecution, and when it 
comes, they bear it manfully, without 
repining. Scorn and reproach, for Je
sus' sake, they count as honor. The 
Pharisee must have "greetings in the 
market," and "lhe chief seat in the syn
agogue'," or he feels that he is not ap
preciated, and seeks his home where 
honors are more abundant, 

3, Wheat possesses vitality. Bury 
it in the ground, and cover it up; it 
will spring forth and bear fruit, some 
thirty, and some an hundred-fold. So 
with a truly righteous man. He is not 
easily disposed of. Kill him, and he 
comes to life again. Let calumny bury 
his influence, and it will be felt in com
ing generations. He has life from above. 
So he does not fear ihem that kill the 
body, but cannot kill the soul. 

What a wonderful contrast in the 
final doom of the two characters desig
nated under the expressive terms of 
"chafli'and wheat I" 

The wheat, Jesus will gather into his 
garner! The~ righteous shall go into 
life everlasting. "They shall be mine," 
says the Lord, "when I make up my 
jewels,'' Imagination cannot conceive 
of the glory and the happiness they 
shall enjoy forever at God's righl hand. 

But the wicked shall go away into 
everlasting punishment, where "is weep
ing, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth.'' 
Their wretched abode forever shall be, 
wbere " their worm dieth not, and their 
fire is not quenched," 

Reader, what is your true character? 
Are you a solid, firm, devoted follower 
of the Lord Jesus? Do you have that 
principle of integrity ihat makes 3'ou 
always reliable? Can you endure per
secution, and take it, joyfully for Jesus' 
sake ? Have you the life of God in 
your soul ? If this is your true char
acter, thank God and press forward. 
But if not—if you are light and flashy 
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and unreliable—pray Goi until he fills 
TOU with^all'his weight of love, 

—. •-•-• 
THE CHRISTIAN PROFESSOR ADMON

ISHED.—0 thou professor I Ihou lamp-
carrier! have a care and look to thy
self; content not thyself with only that 
which will maintain thee in a profes
sion, for that may be done'wilhout sav
ing grace; but I advise thee to go lo 
Aaron, to Christ, the trimmers of our 
lamps, and beg of him thy vessel full 
of oil; that is, grace for the seasoning 
of thy heart, that thou mayest have 
viherewith not only to bear thee up now. 
but at the day ofthe bridegroom's com
ing when many a lamp will go out and 
many a professor be left in the d-irk.— 
Bunyan. 

•"•-• 
Pi'BiTr AND'LOVE,—You may have 

strong, eagle-eyed faith—well, you will 
probably ibe enabled to do great things 
in life, to work wonders, lo trample on 
impossibilities. You miiy have san-
guiiie hope—well, your life will pass 
brightly, not gloomily. But the vision 
of God as he is, to see tho King in bit 
beauty, is vouchsafed not lo science, 
nor to talent, but only to purity and 
love.—F, W. Robertson. 

Cu.\niTY.—The outward work, with
out charity, profiteth nothing; but what 
soever is done out of charity, be it 
never so little and contemptible'in "the 
sight of the world, is wholly fruitful : 
for God weigheth more with how much 
love one workeih, than how much he 
doth. He dolh much that loveth much ; 
he doth much that doth a thing well,— 
John Wesley. 

•-•-• ': 
TuF. GREAT MAN,—^The great man is 

he who chooses the right with invinci
ble resolution; who resists the sorest 
temptations from wiihin and without; 
who bears the heaviest burdens cheer
fully; who is calmest in storms, and 
most fearless under menace and frowns; 
and whose reliance on truth, on virtue; 
and on God, is most unfaltering.— Chan-
ning. 

SUFFERING FOR CHRIST. 

BY T. P . J A B N A G A N . 

One cause why there is so little sol
id piety at the present day, lies in the 
fact that many of the followers of Christ 
do not submit to suffer wiih and for 
their Master. Says Thomas A. Kem
pis : "Jesus hath many lovejs of his 
heavenly kingdom, but iew bearers of 
bis cross. He bath many desirous of 
comfort, but few of tribulation. He 
findeth many companions of his table, 
but few of his abstinence. All desire 
to rejoice with him, but few will suffer 
for him. Many praise and bless him, 
as long as they receive comfort. But 
if he leave them awhile, they fall into 
complaint and dejectiou. But they 
that love Jesus for Jesus, bless him in 
all tribulation, as well as in the great
est comfort. And although he should 
never give them comfort, yet they 
would ever praise him, and always give 
him thanks. Oh how powerful is the 
pure love of Jesus ! But where may 
one be found that is willing to seive 
God gratis ? " 

Our experience in the things of God 
is not worth much until we renounce 
ourselves, our own comfort, and all 
self seeking, and set ourselves apart lo 
bear one another's burdens and suffer 
joyfully for Christ It is natural, when 
unsaved, lo seek our own interests; 
and tbe same disposition sometimes 
follows us into the kingdom of grace ; 
but we find this to be a different king
dom—one which admits of no self-seek
ing. Our profit consists in denying 
ourselves and taking up our" cross. 
Says the first writer quoted : " Know 
for certain, the more every one dieth to 
himself, the more he liveth to God. No 
man is fit to attain unto heavenly things 
unless he submit to suffer for Christ. 
Nothing is more grateful unto God, 
nothing more wholesome to thee, than 
to suffer willingly for Christ. And if 
it were left to thy choice, thou should
est rather wish lo suffer adversities for 
Christ than to enjoy many comforts ; 

i.»Mu.'j; ;-ji._'.-liirs3'£i3CTg?' 
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because hereby thou shouldest be more 
like Christ, and conformable to all the 
saints. For oar proficiency consisteth 
not in may sweetnesses and comforts, 
bat rather in suffering afilictions. 

If anything had been more profitable 
to the salvation of man than suffering, 
Cbrist surely would bave shown it by 
word and example. But be plainly ex
horteth .all that follow hira to the bear
ing of the cross, and saith, " If any 
man will-come after me let him renounce 
himself, and take np his cross, and fol
low me," So that, when we have read 
and searched all, let this be the last 
conclusion, that by many tribulations 
we must enter into the kingdom of 
God. 
' Set, therefore, thyself like a faithful 

servant of Christ, to bear manfully the 
cross of thy Lord. Prepare thyself to 
suffer adversities ; for so it will be with 
thee wheresoever thou be ; and so sure
ly tbou wilt find it wheresoever tbou 
hidest thyself Drink of the cup of the 
Lord gladly; if thou wilt be his friend. 
As for comforts leave them to God ; 
let him do therein as shall best please 
him. Set thou thyself to sufier tribu
lations, and account them the greatest 
comforts ; for the sufferings of tbis life 
are not worthy of the glory which is to 
come, althongh thou alone couldst suf
fer them all. Wben thou shalt come 
to this, that tribulation shall be sweet 
unto thee for Christ, then think it well 
with tbee; for thou hast found a para
dise npon earth. 

In temptations and afilictions man is 
proved how much he hath profited. 
Neither is it any great thing if a man be 
devout and fervent, when he feeleth no 
afilictions ; bat if, in time of adversity 
he bears himself patiently, there is hope 
then of great proficiency. All the 
saints bave passed throngh and profit
ed by many tribulations and tempta
tions. And tbey that would not bear 
temptations, became reprobates, and 
fell away. 

As long as it is grievous to thee to 
suffer, so long shall thon be ill at ease. 
The tribnlation thou fieest shall foUow 

ihee everywhere. Although thou hadst 
been wrapped into the third heaven with 
Paul, thou wouldst not be secure from 
suffering. " I , " saith Jesus, " wl 
show him how great things he mnst 
suffer for my name." It remaineth, 
therefore, that thou suffer, if thou wilt 
love Jesus, and perpetually serve him. 
Sometimes thou shalt be tried'of God, 
sometimes thou shall be exercised by 
thy neighbor, and often thou shalt be 
irksQme to thyself: neither canst thoa 
be delivered by any other remedy; bat 
so long as it pleaseth God, thou must 
bear it. For God will have tbee learn to 
suffer tribulation ; and to subject ihy 
self wholly to him." 

Wherefore, "Beloved, think it not 
strange concerning the fiery trial which 
is to try you, as though some strange 
thing happened unto you: but rejoice, 
inasmuch as ye are made partakers of 
Christ's sufferings ; that when his glory 
sball be revealed, ye may be glad with 
exceeding joy." "Por unto you it is 
given in the behalf of Christ, not only 
to believe on bim, but also to suffer for 
his sake." Therefore, " My brethren, 
count it all joy when ye fall into divers 
temptations; knowing this, that the try-' 
ing of your faith worketh patience, Bnt 
lei patience have her perfect work, 
that ye may be perfect and entire, wan
ting nothing," 

That soal that stands firm amidst 
trials and adversities, is taking root; 
and will find that one day of sore trials 
and suffering, patiently borne for Christ 
is worth more than months of ecstatic 
joy. Our Saviour tells, in expounding , 
the parable ofthe sower, that "he Ihat 
received the seed iuto stony places, tbe 
same is he that heareth the word, and 
anon with joy receiveth i t : yet hath he 
not root in himself, but dureth lor 
awhile: for when tribulations or perse
cution ariseth because of the word, by 
and by he is offended." Therefore we 
should be so settled in God, that wben 
the rain descends, and the floods come, 
and the winds blow, and beat upon onr 
house, it fall not. For that grace is for 
us, wherein we shall not only " rejoice 
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in hope of the glory of God." but "glory 
in tribulations also ; knowing that trib
ulation worketh patience; and patience, 
experience; and experience, hope; 
and hope maketh not ashamed; be
cause the love of God is shed abroad 
in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which 
is given unto us." 

And now, may many who have been 
dainty in regard to their spiritnal food, 
be encouraged to choose henceforth, 
tbat which will minister to their health, 
strength, and growth. "For our light 
af ictions wbich is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory : while we 
look not at the things which are seen, 
bat at the things which are not seen : 
for the things whioh are seen are tem
poral; but the things which are not 
seen are eternal. 

" But the God of all grace, who hath 
called us unto his eternal glory by Christ 
Jesns, after that ye bave suffered 
awhile, make you perfect, stablish, 
Btrengthen, settle you. To him be 
glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 

« . » • 

EVER ONWARD.—"The idea of rising 
into higher degrees of holiness and love 
through all eternity is, lo me, and to ev
ery Christiau, a most pleasing thought. 
An old writer remarks, 'Grace is glory 
in the hud, and glory is grace in the 
flower. In short, glory is nothing else 
bat grace commencing and taking its 
degrees,' '—James Caughey. 

—I went one day to Mrs, G 's 
just after she had lost all her fortune; 
I could not be surprised to find her in 
tears, hut she said, "I suppose yon 
think I am crying for my loss, but that 
is not the case; I am now weeping to 
think I should feel so much uneasiness 
Ott this account," After that I never 
heard her speak again upon lhe subject 
as long as she lived. 

—Thflu art not the more holy, thongh 
Aou be commended; nor the more ab
ject, though tbou be dispraised. 

STEADFASTNESS IN THE 
TRUTH. 

Stability in doctrine is necessary to 
stability of character; for character rests 
mainly upon belief, and a vacillating be
lief will produce a fickle character. The 
essential doctrines of Christianity are 
so plainly revealed, that there is no 
need of mistake about them. They can 
be understood ; they are understood by 
thousands of the plainest readers of the 
New Testament. I t is only when men 
begin to speculate upon that connected 
witb those doctrines which is not re
vealed, that doubt comes in and takes 
the place of conviction. Ajid yet those 
doctrines are constantly in dispute; 
sometimes openly assailed, sometimes 
indirectly questioned, sometimes insidi
ously wrapped in the fog of speculation. 
I t behoves Christians, therefore, to plant 
themselves firmly upon God's Word ; 
to abide by the Book; thai by prayer 
and study ofthe Scriptures, they may 
be rooted and grounded in the truth, 
and not be carried about wiib every 
wind of doctrine. The very inspiration 
ofthe Scriptures is now called in ques
tion, not by avowed infidels alone, but 
by professed believers in, and teachers 
of, Christianity ;—some holding to the 
inspiration of parts of the Bible only ; 
others demanding a revision ofthe can
on ; others contending for the admissi
bility of modern claims of inspiration, 
and indeed for the universality of in
spiration as a gift of the Spirit. I t 
therefore becomes each Christian to 
settle in his mind the fact that the Bi
ble is from God ; to settle it either by 
external or internal evidences, or both : 
and, having settled it, to abide by his 
own conviction and experience, not re
garding the inspiration of the Scriptures 
as a question to be mooted, but as a 
fact determined. 

So of the great cardinal doctrine of 
Christianity—that which makes Chris
tianity—Christ crucified for the sins of 
man. This, too, is assailed in various 
ways. Some deny altogether the di
vinity of Christ and his atonement; 
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others while holding in some sense the 
divinity of Christ, regard the atonement 
as merely a symbolical transaction; 
and thus, in one way or another, tbe 
doctrine which of all others should be 
fixed, is brought into dispute with every 
generation. But what then ? Shall we 
regard if as an unsettled doctrine, and 
suspend our faith and hope in Christ 
until his nature shall be clearly ascer
tained, and his mission more accurately 
defined ? Shall we wait till warring 
theologians determine precisely who 
Christ is, and what Christ has done, 
btfore we obey the conimand with prom
ise, " Believe on tbe Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved ?" Shall we 
look for our Saviour amid the smoke, 
and dust and din of controversy, or in 
the thick fogs of metaphysical specula
tion ; or sball we seek Him in the re
tirement of the closet, in the record of 
his meek and holy life, in the deepest 
wants of our own nature, in his own 
life-giving words, in our sweet experi
ence of his love ? 

May not lhe believer say in answer 
to every assult upon his faith, " I know 
him whom I have believed, and that 
he is able to keep that which I have 
committed to him against that day," 
Must he suspend his judgment, sus
pend his faith, suspend his hope, lay 
aside his own experience, for every new 
criticism, or theory, or speculation ? 
Nay, let him cling to Christ's own words, 
and to his personal experience of Christ,s 
love, in spile of all these disputations 
about Christ's, nature, office, and work. 
Let him not sufi'er a stale of mind to
ward Cbrist in which he shall coaiinu-
ally ask himself, " Am I not deceived ?" 
and forego enjoyment for the sake of 
sifting evidence and analyzing theories. 
"For this cause," sailh the aposile, "I 
baw my knees to the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that he would grant 
you according to the riches of his glory, 
to be strengthened with might by his 
Spirit in the inner man ; that Christ 
may dwell in your heart by faith ; that 
ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 

' may be able to comprehend with all 

saints what is the breadth, and length 
and deptji, and height; and to know tho 
love of Christ which passeth knowledge 
tbat yo might be filled with al! the ful
ness of God." That will make a stable 
Christian, Christ dwelling in the heart; 
Christ revealed as Sav-iour to the joy
ous consciousness ofa mind burdened 
with sm; Christ's love known, felt, tried; 
Christ's Spiritin the innerroan—nothing 
can shake the belief nf such a Christian; 
nothing can perplex and confound him. 
As well might you try to prove to him 
that the sun does not shine when he is 
walking in its light, as that Christ does 
not live as his Lord and Saviour when 
he is rejoicing in the fulness of that 
Saviour's love. 

Tbe doctrine of the resurrection, and 
other doctrines cognate thereto, are in 
these days as in the beginning brought 
in question. Some affirm that the resur
rection is past already ; others that it is 
nothing more than the separation ofthe 
soul from the body at death; and thns 
in various modes the crowning doctrine 
of the Christian scheme, tbe doctrine 
wherein that whole scheme issues,in 
triumph and glory, is set aside by a 
sneer, or evaporated into an airy noth
ing. But tbis pre-eminently is a doctrine 
with which philosophy has no concern. 
It is a revealed fact; a promise of God; 
an earnest of whose fulfilment was giv
en in tho resurrection of Jesus from the 
dead. The Christian must reeieve it 
as such : must rest upon it as such; must 
cling to it as an assured fact which no 
philosophy can affect, which no doubt 
can assail. As well might he question 
the fact of his own existence here, be
cause he cannot understand the mode 
of his creation, us question the revealed 
fact of the resurrection because he can
not comprehoDd in what way it shall 
be accomplished. He bas God's word 
for i t : and what firmer basis of belief 
could he desire ? On tbat let him be 
fixed. Believing the Scriptures to be 
from God, let him receive implicitly 
their simple'instruction for the'present 
—their sublime revelation of the future. 

To stand fast in the Lord, to be a 

î 
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firm, consistent Christian, one must 
stand fast in lhe doctrines of his Word, 
To abandon these is to give up faith ; 
to give up hope; to give up Christ; tb 
give up heaven. 'What is God to us, 
except as the righteous Sovereign and 
Judge of the universe; unchangeably 
holy, and just, and true, yet in Christ 
Jesus reconciling the world to himself? 
'What is Christ to us except as'.the on
ly and all-suflicient Redeefner ? What 
is the Gospel to us except a message 
of pardon and salvation to^tbe'gu'ilty 
and the lost? What is the future to us, 
except as there is a^resurrection from 
the dead antj a life everlasting ? Nay, 
what is existence to us, except as we 
stand fast in the faith and the hope of 
God's Word ? 

DRINKING FOR THE EFFECT,—He 
said he didn't care anything about liquor, 
only the effect. He never liked the 
taste of it, always made him gag lo 
drink it, and he made an awful face 
when be took it down. But it was al
ways the effect he. was after. If it 
wasn't for the effect he would never 
drink a drop in his life. He vvas a nice 
young man when we first heard him 
say that. He had health, good looks, 
property, and a respectable position in 
society. The only perceptible effect of 
his potation then, was the heightened 
color in bis cheeks, increased brilliancy 
of the eyes, and vivacity of conversa
tion. He was generous and liberal with 
his money, too, and had a " host of 
friends." Well, he kept drinking for 
the effects, and he got them, as every 
man will if he keeps at it long enough. 
The last time we saw him he was a to
tal human wreck. He was standing at 
a bar pleading for a drink on lime, his 
trembling fingers being unable to find 
a single nickel in the pockets of his 
nigged apparel. He had kept on raging 
over his whiskey, and drinking for the 
effects lill there were none left, except 
those painfully apparent ones—pover
ty, disease, privation, tarnished respec-
tibility, and a drunkard's grave, 
verily, he got the effects. 

THE DOOM OF IRREVERENCE. 

BY REV. B. IBBOTSON. 

Infidels and skeptics have taken great 
exceptions to many parts of Holy Scrip
ture, as being very inconsistent with 
the character of a good and merciful 
God, and unbecoming his servants and 
followers; amongst others, say they, how 
very vindictive and unjust in God and 
his prophet Elisha, to cause the destruc
tion of forty-two children for simply call 
ing the latter a " bald-head." Now it 
is generally conceded by critical coin-
mentators that the word rendered little 
children might, wiih greater propriety, 
be rendered young men, and therefore 
accountable and responsible beings; and 
if we consider carefully the narration 
of this incident, we shall see that a great 
deal more is implied than merely giv
ing the prophet an irnproiper designation, 
Elijah and Elisha were on their way lo 
the scene of the former's translation; 
and passing through Bethel, the sons 
of the prophets demanded of the latter, 
" Knowesi ihou that thy master will be 
taken from thy head to-day ?" and he 
answerd, "Yea, I know it; hold ye your 
peace," Again, as tbey passed tbrough 
Jericho, the sons of the prophets asked, 
" Knowest thou that thy master will 
be taken away from thy head to day ?" 
To which be answered, " Yea, I know 
it; hold ye your peace," After the 
tratislalion of Elijah in a chariot of fire, 
and.with horses of fire, and Elisha is 
returning from the grand spectacle that 
he had been permitted to witness, im
bued with the Spirit and covered with 
the mantle of Elijah, he is met by the 
sons of the prophets, who propose to 
send fifty strong men to seek Elijah, 
lest the Lord should have cast him on 
to some mountains, or in some valley. 
To this tbe prophet objects; bat on their 
strenuously urging it, he finally permits 
them to send ; and for three days they 
seek but find no trace of Elijah. Elitha 
tarried at Jericho till the messengers re
turned ; and on making tbeir report, he 
says, " Did I not say go not ?" After 
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this, he goes ap to Bethel, and on the 
way he is met by children, or young 
men (according to critical commenta
tors), who mockingly taunt him with— 
" Go up, thou bald-head; go up, thou 
bald-head." No doubt'the account of 
tbe translation had reached them, and 
they did not credit i t ; and designed, 
not merely to give the prophet a nick
name, bat to treat despitefully both 
the prophet and the God who had 
miraculously taken Elijah up to 
Heaven. " Tby master is laken 
away from thy head. Follow him ; go 
up, thou bald-bead ; and thereby prove 
the truth of thy fabulous story." On be
ing thus mocked, he looks on them, and 
curses them in the name of the Lord. 
In other words, be declares tbe judg
ment which God is about to visit on 
tbem ; and with this view, is it surpri
sing the she-bears came out of the woods 
and tore them to pieces, thereby vin
dicating God's insulted majesty, and ac
crediting the prophet as his servant. I t 
was a terrible doom, and ought to be a 
warning to all who dare to insult God 
or his servants. I t is madness to rush 
on the thick bosses of the Almighty's 
armor. If he arises to lear in pieces, 
there is none to deliver. He dashes his 
foes to pieces as the potter's vessel; he 
driveth them away with lhe breath of 
his mouth, as the small dust of the bal
ance ; with him there is terrible majesty. 
Holy and Reverend is His name. 

INSTRUCTION SEALED. 

—Candor will always allow much for 
inexperience. I have been thirty years 
forming my own views, and iu the 
course of this lime some of my hills 
have been sinking, and some of my val
leys have risen; but how unreasonable 
would it be to expect all ibis should 
take place in another person, aud ihat 
in the course ofa year or two. 

—For when the grace of God Cometh 
unto a man, ihen he is made able for 
all things. And when it goeth away, 
then he is poor and weak, and as it were 
left only for the lash and scourge. 

BY MBS, N. H, LOCKWOOD. 

God has many ways of making hia 
will known to his children, in regard to 
their duty. Sometimes ihrough the 
written word ; sometimes by providen
tial dealings ; sometimes by the Spirit's 
voices; and at other times through 
" visions of the night, when deep sleep 
hath fallen on man, then • be sealeih 
their instruction," It was through the 
latter means, the Lord spake to me, 

I had been looking back over the 
tbirty-four years of my Christian life, 
and the failure that has marked my 
course in bringing souls into the king 
dom, brought a pang to my heart, I 
was now on the down-hill side of life; 
and it became apparent, if I was going to 
do anything for God, it was time 1 aet 
about it, I said to myself, my household 
toils claim all my time and strength, I 
have an invalid companion ; my health 
is feeble ; my means are limited. Sure
ly, if faithful lo my duties at home, out
side work can have no claim on me. 
However, fearing God might think 
otherwise, and desiring my life-work 
should be all God designed it shoald 
be, 1 submitted the question to God 
in prayer, What can 1 do? Amid the 
pressure of busy cares, I forgot all abont 
the mailer. In two or three weeks from 
tbis lime I dreamed to tbis effect: 

I was silling on the upper deck of a 
steamboat, when I saw two men enter 
a state-room, one having a traveling-bag 
in his hand. The owner of the bag, 
came out, passing by me to go down in
to the cabin. By some means ( I knew 
not how) I was cognizant of tbe fact 
that the stranger that roomed witb him 
had the key lo his bag, I said to myself, 
if I do as I wish to be done by, I shall 
tell this man when he comes up where 
his key can be found, and resolved to do 
so. At thia juncture I awoke. All at 
once it began to unfold itself thus, Don I 
you know that every unconverted 
friend you've got, has an enemy that 
follows hitn by day and by night, hold-
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in" in his possession the key of the rich
est'treasures—the heart? This enemy 
has made himself acquainted with all 
that is in it. Suppose you did not 'tell 
the man on lhe steamboat, that his 
room-mate had his key, what would 
have been the consequences ? He would 
probably think be had it himself tUl he 
started to leave the boat, when his 
enemy would step forward and say 
that the bag is mine, and" you are my 
prisoner, and showing the key. All on 
board would decide forthe man having 
the key. Suppose, however, yoa had 
told him, and he paid no regard to it, 
your duty would have been done, and 
the man would have no one to blame 
but himself 

Spiritualizing all lhis, my duty was 
made clear that I had a mission to every 
careless, thoughtless sinner that came 
in my way, I must arouse them from 
their lethargy, if possible, and urge 
them to their safety now, while a day 
of grace was afforded, and a full oppor
tunity to secure an incorruptible inher
itance, I was glad God had given me 
work that would prove so beneficial to 
me and God's glory; and full of earnest 
intention to begin at once to work on 
this line, I went to sleep again, Alas! 
for the weakness of the human heart; I 
have not, till tbis moment, told a single 
sinner their danger, nor reminded my 
fellow Christians of this simple way of 
working for God. We have God's 
word for it, that no labor for him shall 
go unrewarded, that the " bread cast 
upon the waters shall be seen after 
many days," We go not to war at our 
own expense; the power, wisdom and 
grace come from God, and we may 
draw on his resources to any amoant. 
He doeth the work through the weakest 
instrument. Every Christian man, wo
man and child has a measure of Gospel 
dispensation given them, " As ye go, 
preach." How many ways may we 
preach Jesus; by our prayerful exam
ple—our simple dress—our tender 
words of sympathy to the troubled, bur
dened ones ; by visiting the sick—feed
ing the hungry—clothing tbe naked.! 

Tbe living power wiihin will evidence 
itself; and oftiimes we may preach 
wiihout saying a single word. Will the 
reader pray ihat giace and courage 
may be given me to be faithful to the 
heavenly vision ? 

«-*.«. . 
FAITH. — Wbat faith is it then 

through which weare saved? I tmay 
be answered—first, in general, it is a 
faith in Christ; Christ, and God through 
Christ, are the proper objects of it. 
Herein, iherefore, it is snfficientlr, ab
solutely, distinguished from the faith 
either of ancient or modern Heathens. 
And from the faitb of a devil it is fully 
distinguished by this—it is not baiely 
a speculative, rational thing; a cold, 
lifeless assent; a train of ideas in the 
head; but also a disposition of the heart. 
For thus saith the Scripture, " With 
the heart, man believeth unto right
eousness. And, if ihou shall confess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
shalt believe with thy heart, that God 
hath raised him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved." 

And herein does it differ from that 
faitb which the apostles themselves bad 
while our Lord was on earih, that it ac
knowledges lhe necessity and merit of 
his death, and the power of his resur
rection. It acknowledges his dealh as 
the only sufBcient means of redeeming 
man from death eternal; and his res
urrection as the restoration of us all to 
life and immortality : inasmuch as he 
was delivered for our sins, and rose 
again for our justification. Christiaa 
faith is then, not only an assent lo the 
whole Gospel of Christ, bu'̂  also a full 
reliance on the blood of Christ, a trust 
in the merits of his life, deaih, and res
urrection; a recumbency upon him as 
our atonement and our life ; as given 
for us, and living in us ; and in conse
quence hereof, a closing with him, and 
cleaving to him, as our wisdom, right
eousness, sanctificaiion, and redemp
tion,—John Wesley. 

• • • 

—He will only be content and paci
fied, whose conscieuce is pure. 
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'TIME ENOUGH YET.' 

How many are on the road to eter
nal ruin with the above words in their 
heart, if not in their mouths I My mind 
was lately called to this subject by an 
accident which happened not far dis
tant. 

A man who had always appeared to 
be careless about his soul's eternal wel
fare, was approached by one who loved 
his soul, and was asked if he did not 
feel it to be his duly to give bis heart to 
God, and try to secure his soul's salva
tion. His answer was, " There is time 
enough yet." This was on Tuesday; 
and on Saturday following, while on 
his way to the mill, his horse ran away, 
and threw him so violently from his 
wagon, thathe never was able to speak 
afterwards, but in a few hours was ush
ered into the presence of his Judge I 

How many are in tbe world who, like 
him, are promising themselves time 
enough yet ; and notwiihstanding they 
are entreated to come lo Christ, they 
are sayiag, in the language of Felix, 
" Go thy way for this time, wheu I have 
a more convenient season I will call for 
thee!" . 

" Time enough yet," says the giddy 
youth, " for me to think of dealh and 
make preparations for eternity, when I 
have partaken awhile of the pleasures 
of youth and have reached manhood, 
then I will give myself op to God and 
serve him with my whole heart" 

"Time enough yet," says tbe man in 
the prime of life: " when ! have reach
ed,the noontide oflife, tben I will give 
diligent heed to those ihings wbich per
tain to my present and eternal happi: 
ness." • 

'*!Ahd yet there is time sufficient," 
8ays''JlhiB jiftib -who. is now passing the 
meridian: &G1iEap̂ "'=when I am clear of 
fhis wbridl 'anslS'fiaireTelichEd old age, 
th6a':I 'wfih'repeHf'iind'^ve ^od mv 
heart!'" ' - ' ^-'^ --" ;!• -̂  - ' " M ' 

"Time enough when' I'am pirostrat'd 
with old age," says ?he man whose head 
is beginning 'to. blbissdM fot^the'tJomb; 
" when alt my Tihysieal'fiowel^' hî e fex? 

hausted, and death appears in view, 
then I will take God for my portion." 

"Time enough once, but now for ever 
past," says the hoary headed sinner as 
he is about to be launched into eterni
ty, while Despair, with her raven wings, 
hovers over him. 

And how many, iu the dark regions 
of eternal night, have paved their way 
thither with sentiments such as these! 
Could we uncover the doleful regions 
of despair, how many should we see who 
had promised themselves that there was 
"lime enough y e l ? ' 

" NOT MUCH HAR-M IN IT."—Some 
years ago, two young men, belonging 
to fashionable circles, became seriously 
impressed with their condition as sin
ners, and of the importance of salvation. 
While in this state of mind, they were 
both invited to attend a ball. Both 
were strongly solicited to attend. One 
yielded and went, persuading himself 
that there was not much harm in it. 
The other, instead of going, repaired to 
the house of his pastor,- where he spent 
the evening in a manner more befitting 
his state of mind. The result was as 
might be expected. The former, that 
night lost all his impressions, returned 
to the world, and became more hard
ened and careless than ever ; the other 
soon a fter found peace in believing, 
and continued an exemplary, happy 
Christian. Dear young reader I when 
you have the strivings of God's Spirit, 
beware of turning aside to the plea
sures of the world, under the impres
sion tbat you can renew your serious 
reflections at a more convenient season, 
God is merciful and gracious; but there 
is definite danger in trifling with his 

Spirit, 
» • • - • — . . — 

— Ŝo long as thy constitution-sin re-
mainSj as winked at by thee, so long 
thou art a hypocrite before God, let thy 
profession be what it will.; also, when 
conscience shall awake and be com-
nJanded to speak to thee plainly what 
thdo" art, it will tell thee so, to thy DO 
iftllfef-vexation and perplexity. 
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'ACCIDENTAL" EVENTS. 

Facts show that "accidental" events 
are providential. Noah's ark floated 
on the waves of the deluge during a 
whole year. It then ran aground, not 
on tbe Alps, the Andes, or the Moun
tains of the Moon—but on Ararat. On 
this account depended the early estab
lishment of cities and Empires in Asia. 
The new race of men assumed an as-
spect and habits appropriate to their 
climate and condition. Ancient history 
had borne other features, if, by the ac
cidental power of winds and currents, 
the ark had rested on Mount Blanc in
stead of Ararat. 

Abraham sent his faithful servant 
into Mesopotamia, to find among his 
father's kindred a wife for his beloved 
Isaac. The servant arrived at a foun
tain, in the border of the city of Nahor, 
as the sun was declining in the west, 
at the hour wben the women were ac
customed to come out to draw waler. 
He prayed to God that the maid who 
might show him hospitality, by giving 
w-ater to himself and the.camels, might 
be the chosen individual. While the 
prayer was on his lips, 'by accident Re
becca drew near with a pitcher on her 
shoulder, and she became the wife of 
Isaac. 

Joseph's brethren had conspired to 
put him to death. His fervent inter
cessions did not soften their hearts. The 
plot was lo be executed without delay, 
when by accident a caravan of Arab 
merchants, on iheir way to Egypt, came 
down the valley. A new plot was sug
gested to their mind, and they sold him 
into slavery. The history of Jacob's 
posterity, for centuries, turns on this 
accident, like a door on its hinge. 

Anarbilary law is declared in Egypt, 
that every male child of the enslaved 
Israelites shall be drowned in the river. 
The babe Moses is concealed by his par-; 
ents for three months, and i s then laid ^ 
in a basket ofreeds by the'banij'of thfe 
river; 'If kn ofiieer of Pbarkdh had'pas-
sed'by, 'he 'bad prbbably •;pashoa'Tc'he 
'babe'lnt6---^He"4treain.'- 'A• m e r c e i i ^ 

man might have spiared the lillie child 
to be his slave. But the royal princess 
walks that way, and her heart is moved 
with compassion for the weeping infant. 
By this accident his life is saved. He 
is educated in all the learning of Egypt, 
and becomes an able general, a pro
found legislator, and the most eminent 
man of his age. 

Ruth, a poor young widow, went to 
glean after the reapers. " And her hap 
was to light on a part of t!~.e field which 
bblonged unto Boaz." By this acci
dent she was introduced to tho notice 
of Boaz, and David an.l ibe Jfsssiah 
are found in the line of ber fiimily. 

Saul, the son of Kish, went out to 
search for his father's asses, wbich had 
wandered astray. By accident he call
ed on Samuel to make some inquiry, 
aud is privately anointed future king 
of Israel. 

The king of Persia, whose dominion 
extended from India lo Ethiopia, bad a 
sleepless nigbt. He ordered his servants 
to read to bim out of the Chronicles of 
bis kingdom. By accident they came 
to a sentence about one Mordecai, who 
had disclosed a conspiracy against the 
king's Hfe. " What honor and dignity 
hath been done to Mordecai for this ?•' 
said the king. At this moment, by ac
cident, Haman entered the palace, lo 
ask permission to hang this Mordecai 
on the gallows which he had prepared. 

Mary was living in Galilee, when a 
decree was published by Augustus, 
that the people in all the provinces of 
the Roman empire must be enrolled for 
taxation. Mary, being of the family 
of David, was obliged to make a jonr: 
ney with Joseph to Bethlehem. By 
this accident tbe prophecies wore fulfil
ed in the birth of Jesus at Bethlehem. 

Wbat a catalogue of acciderfty,'! 
These are a few. The l^jsfcryrof'batioii^, 
the life •of''itraiviai]aftl,"i%'th.lFtrf'tbeni'. 
Wiiat areactiidfents'tEvferitis'wlrfcH oati' 
bbt' ' be foreseen, calcufaleiJ-.-'iipmi,- -di: 
gtiai'cte'd against,' by' any'liifowTetJib- 6r 
wifeayttf bfmdSl '••'." '' '"-' '"•'<'''-Ri:"!' 
'• • TKbs^ ^^•'•^iWr' ' ijfei*lfts. ' i=at^ 
iuto the divine plan. T h ^ fti?&i'*t''i*b 



m^ •' 

accomplishment of revealed purposes. 
Tbey are necessary to fulfil prophecy. 
Surely as there is a moral goverment 
over the world, so surely are accidents 
under God's control. 

There are many texts of Scripture 
whicb confirm this position. " Known 
unto God are all his works, from tbe 
foundation of the world." " If all his 
works are known from eternity, then 
all works or events are known, as his 
works are often dependent on these," 
" The lot is cast into the lap, but the 
whole disposing thereof is ofthe Lord," 
Tbe lots or ballots are put into a bag 
or urn. One by one, they are drawn 
out wholly by chance. This chance is 
declared to be the Lord's disposal of 
them. " A r e not two sparrows sold 
for a farthing? and one ofthem shall 
not fall on the ground without your 
Father. But the very hairs of your 
head are all numbered." The leaves 
on the tree, or the feathers on tbe bird, 
are not more incidental than the hair 
on human heads. The sparrows were of 
so little value, that two of them were 
sold fora farthing ; and yet one of them 
could not perish withoul our Father's 
care. Hence,—1. Chance, fortune, or 
luck, is blind, uncertain, and aibeisiic: 
Providence is intelligent, benevolent, 
and wise. 

2. Things or events, called acciden
tal, contingent, or fortuitous, make a 
part of the divine plan. 

2. Little things, no less than great, 
are essential in their place. 

—They that go to heaven must run 
for it, because, perchance, the gate of 
heaven may be shut shortly. Some
times sinners have not heaven's gates 
open to them so long as they suppose, 
and if they be once shut against a man, 
they are so heavy that all the men in 
the world, and all the angels in ^eaven, 
are not able to open them, " I shut, 
and no man can open," saith Christ, 
And how if thou shouldst come but one 
quarter of an hour too late ? I tell thee 
it will cost thee an eternity to bewail 
ihy misery in. • , 

A DYING MAN'S REGRETS. 

My strength is exhausted, my dear 
friends, and it was a question to me 
whether I should not keep silence to
day. I sball, however, say to you what 
I intended, doing it as briefly as I can. 

One of the ihings that trouble, or 
that would trouble, the Christian who 
thinks himself near his end, if he were 
not at the foot of the cross, is the man
ner in which he has employed lime: it 
is consequently one of the subjects of 
the exhorlions that he addresses to his 
brethren who have life before them. It 
is written, "Redeem the opportunity;" 
tbis version is more correct than the re
ceived one, " Redeeming the time." 
To redeem does not here signify to buy 
a second time, but to seize eagerly the 
opportunities that God offers us, "be
cause the days are evil," so that an op
portunity missed can never return. 
The use of time, taken in a general 
sense, is an idea so vast that itoverawes; 
it will be more suitable here to take it 
in this more limited sense, and say. 
Lay hold eagerly of opportunities as 
God causes them to arise in your path, 
Hon much time, how. many opportuni
ties are lost by idleness or unbelief— 
by negligence or selfishness—by self-
will or hesitation—by love of sin or by 
a thousand other causes. It is not ne
cessary to pause long here, for there is 
no Christian whose heart and conscience 
do not accuse him upon this point. The 
time that God gives us is precious and 
sufBcient. God, who is just, measures 
the time to the work, and the work to 
the time; and never gives us a good 
action, to perform for which the time is 
lacking, nor a moment of our existence 
in which we have not something good 
to do. But how can we attain to this 
filling up all our time, and doing at 
least some part of the immense good 
that a man might do if he put in prac
tice the precept,—" Whatsoever thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with all thy 
might," and if he were constantly oc
cupied in serving the Lord 7 I wish to 
submit to you a few thoughts «n the 
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subject, leaving it to your conscience 
lo develop them: 

1st, We must be deeply impressed 
with tbe conviction that we are not our 
own—that our time is not our own, but, 
like all the rest, belongs to God, and it 
is consequently in God that we ought al
ways to seek what we bave to do in order 
lo fill up the time. He gives us, and lake 
advantage of the opporluuiiies that he 
offers us, I assure ypu that sickness 
gives precious lessons upon this point; 
I mean upon the fact that we do not 
belong to ourselves, but to God, Our 
heart is naturally disposed ( and this 
is the very root of sin) to cons'titute 
itself the centre and aim of life. But 
in sickness and suffering, how can we 
find consolation if we seek in self the 
aim of life ? The aim of life is then 
completely lost. Sickness teaches us 
that we must seek it elsewhere; that 
we do not live in order to be happy on 
the eartb, but we live to glorify God, 
which we can do in sickness as well as 
in health, and often still better. Let 
us tben learn from sickness, from all 
the sufferings of life, and from the 
Word of God, that our time belongs to 
God, and that all we have to do is to 
employ it to his glory, 

2d, Let us always be ready, diligen-
ly to seize the opportunities that God 
offers us ; they will not be wanting; and 
we shall find before us a life interwoven 
with good works, prepared and ready, 
in which we shall only have to walk, and 
which will be so well and easily linked 
together, that we will wholly be made-
up of good works and obedience, and 
consequently, as has just been said, of 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. For 
this, we musl have oar eyes constantly 
opened and turned towards God, say
ing, " Lord, here I am ; what wilt thou 
have me lo do?" And whenyou have 
done one thing, " Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do now ? " and so on, with
out a single interval not filled up with 
the obedience due lo God ; and God 
wil], in this way, furnish us with the 
means of doing an incalculable amount 
of good. No one can estimate the good 

that might enter into the life of a single 
man regulated by such a disposition,— 
witness the man Jesus Christ. Even 
in the things of this world, the men tbat 
have done the most are those that have 
lived on this principle of seizing oppor
tunities. If you study carefully the 
lives of the men who accomplished th& 
most considerable and numerousworks, 
such as Calvin, Lather, Bossuet, yoa 
will see that they anderlook things ac
cording as they presented themselves 
and came in their way,and that they were 
men called by circumstances gradually 
to do whai they accomplished ; as Bos
suet, forinstance,wasledby the require
ments pf the Dauphin's education to 
compose his best works; as, likewise, 
Calvin and Luther wrote their best 
works when called to do so by particu
lar circumstances: while, on the con
trary, ordinary men who do little are 
those who do not know how t j profit by 
passing opportunities. They might per
haps have done as much as others who 
have accomplished a great deal, but 
they had not the art of laying hold of 
the opportunity; and the true art of 
seizing the opportunity is the Chris
tian art of having the eyes always 
turned towards the Lord, and thus 
being ready to undertake each work as 
he provides it, and when one work is 
done, to go on to another. It is prodig
ious what can be accomplished in the 
life of a man in simply following the 
path that the Lord opens before each 
of us.—Monod. 

—It is pure mercy that negatives a 
particular request. A raiser would pray 
very earnestly for gold, if he believed 
prayer would gain it; wbereas, if Christ 
had any favor lo bim he would take his 
gold away. A child walks in the gar
den in spring, and sees cherries; he 
knows tbey are good fruit, and there
fore asks forthem. "No, my dear," 
says the father; "they are not yet ripe. 
Stay till the season." 

»-•-• 

—A Christian can never be over
come unless be shtjuld vield df liimself 
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A FATHER'S PRAYERS. 

, Some years ago, when the late Dr. 
Jiidson was in this country, some one 
asked his little daughter, who accom
panied him, " I f she was not afraid 
when coming over the great ocean to 
America ? " " Why, no, " said she; 
'• father prayed for us." How sweet 
the sense of safety and protectiou that 
this little girl felt, even amid the dan
gers, of a long voyage, believing so 
heartily as she did. that God would 
hear her father's prayers, and take care 
of.them all the way ! .She felt iho bless-
ing pf a praying father, and when 
she received the sad news of his 
dealh, do you not believe that while 
stui- mourned the loss of so excellent a 
parent,: she also grieved for the loss of 
hJ5. prayers? 
... Let me tell you ofa little boy, about 
elevijn years old, whose parents have 
spu,iht .to train him up in lhe fear of 
God, Foe several years his fatber (the 
lalo Rev, H, A, Graves) was an inva
lid; and was obliged to Seek a milder 
climate, where the air is softer and 
warmer, .than it is here. The change 
W3,3. t>eneficial, and for a time his dis
ease was stayed ; but a lew months 
after,, he became worse; his strength 
failed, his fraovei grew weaker daj' by 
day, and it was very plain tbat be 
would soon •die. Shortly after, his wife 
was reading to'him an account of a 
wicked man who, attempted to steal 
money from a bank, and was shot. As 
she read she spoko.of their own dear 
Charley,,who would soon be left father
less,: and ,Jor that reason the more ex
pose'!• to those temptations that crowd 
so thickly tho path of the young. The 
Either offered up, an- earnest prayer for 
his,lLi.tle son i. '• Lprd^ keep him I Lord 
bless him,i"i An hour later, just as the 
Sabbath dawned, on earth, his soul as-
cepded.to heaven, and he entered his 
eternal .rest. These earnest petitions 
were the last word3,.of that dying lath
er, and in the ciccamstances of that 
hour, hpw fall of meaning] "Lord, 
kefep b^ai!'' .Frqfm what .did he diesir'e 

God shoald "keep" his beloved child? 
Tbere are many painful and distressing 
things which every parent wishes his 
children should escape ; but is not sin 
the greatest of all evils? It was from 
that, in its thousand forms, that ibis 
Christian father, in the last words he 
had breath to speak, prayed that Char
ley might be preserved from tbe sin of 
bis own natural heart; from the cor
rupting influences of ungodly associ
ates ; from tbe snares and allurements 
or those decsitful pleasures which the 
world .offers. And that other petition, 
" Lord bless bim ! ' 0 how full of tbe 
tenderest affection was his heart, as he 
uttered this prayer I How do you think 
he desired God to " bless " his son? 
With wealth—that should bring him 
luxury, ease, and splendor ? 'U îth a 
noble name—that every lip should 
praise ? With rare, mental gifts—that 
should havo the power to move at will 
thousands of minds and hearts ? No— 
no, not these; but better, purer, richer 
gifts, by far, did he implore. A heart 
reconciled to God in Jesus Christ, lov
ing to render him a service of obedi
ence, and faith and reverence. Oh I 
is not tbis tbe best of blessings ? And 
thus did that fond father pray that 
Charley might be blessed. What 
richer legacy could he receive thun 
such prayers, uttered just before his 
father entered that holy, happy home 
in heaven ? 

—It is a vain thing to build our faith 
upon the most godly man in the world, 
because he is subject to err ; yea bet
ter men than he have done so. If Noah 
and Lot and Gideon and David and 
Solomon—who wanted not matter from 
arguments that are drawn from mercy 
and goodness to engage to holiness 
and the fear of God—yet, after all, did 
so sadly fall as we see, let us admire 
grace that any stand ; let the strongest 
fear, least he fearfully fall.; and let no 
man but Jesus Christ himself be the 
absolute platform and pattern of faith 
and holiness; as the prophet saith, "Let 
us ceas'e from man." 
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EDITOBIAL. 
ABE TOU HOLY? 

Do not evade the question. Press"it 
home upon your conscience. Ponder it 
well. Keep it in your mind until an bon-
est and correct conclusion is reacbed. 
Toa readily admit that there would be 
reason for uneasiness were you justly in 
doubt as to whether or not you were con
verted. The obligation to^be converted is 
no stronger than tbe obligation'to be holy. 
Both rest on tbe same foundation—the 
command of God, Thia'is no less^xplicit 
in the one case than in^ the other. Why 
should we be born of the Spirit? The 
ready answer is, Jesus Bays, " Te must be 
born again." Why ought we to be holy? 
Tbe same Divine Teacher declares, " Tlds 
is the will of Qod, even your sarictification." 
Is the one essential to salvation? Tlie 
infallible Guide, which says, " Except ye 
ie converted and become as Utile chUdren, 
ye can in no case enter into the kingdom of 
heaven," says^also, " Without holiness no 
•man shall see the. Lord." If 'you areindif-
ferent as to your personal sanctity, you 
have reason to doubt the genuineness of 
vonr conversion. Truly regenerated souls 
aspire after holiness. Even where tbe 
system of theology in which they have 
been educated denies its attainableness, 
they still long for i t as something desira
ble. With the pious Watts, they ex
claim": 

" Coutd we bnt clknb wliere Moses stood, 
And view the landscape o*er. 

Not Jordan's stream, nor death's cold flood, 
Coold fright na from the shore," 

This is the language of a converted sonl, 
" Could we but climb," how gladly would 
we do it. Were we satisfied that it is 
within the reach of possibility, we would 
make a desperate effort. Well, earnest 
Christian, you niay ascend, even here, to 
Pisgah's summit. Tou may dwell in the 
land of Beulah,^ wbere the sun always 
shines. Holiness is possible Consider. 
Would you impose upon your tender child 
of ten years of age, a load which would 
reqnire the utmost strength of a full 
grown man to carry ? Wonld you require i 

your son, so far recovered from a pro
tracted sickness, as to be able to sit up an 
hour at a time, to do a day's work that 
none but an able-bodied man could ac
complish ? " If ye then being evi l" would 
not require impoaeihilities, how much 
less would "your Father in Heaven?" 
God commands us " Be ye holy." Pharaoh 
may demand the full tale of brick without 
furnishing material; but Qod never im
poses a duty without providing every 
needed help for its fulfilment. Were we 
obliged to obtain a holy heart by our own 

. efforts, we might despair. If we were " to 
grow up" into holiness b j habits of obedi
ence, discouragement might take place. 
But a holy heart is as mueh the work of 
God as a conversion. The Word says, 
"If we confess our sins. He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness." Who for
gives sin? God- only. Who cleanses 
ns from all unrighteousness ? • The eaaie 
Almighty Being. None, then, need de
spair. Do not limit the Holy One of 
Israel. If you meet the conditions, God 
will wake even you holy. If holiness be 
God's work, try ever so long and earnestly, 
and you cannot grow up into it. Ask him 
now to sprinkle clean icater upon you, and 
ye shall be clean ;• to put his Spirit within 
you, and to cause you to walk' in his 
statutes. As Dr. Adam Clarke says : '• In 
•no part of the Scriptures are we directed 
to seek holiness gradatim (that ia, step by 
step, gradually). We are to came to God 
as well for an instantaneous and complete 
purification from all sin as for an in
stantaneous pardon. Neither the seriatim 
pardon nor the gradatim purification ex
ists in the Bible. It is when the soul is 
purified from all sin that it can properly 
grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Cbrist, as tbe field may 
be expected to produce a good crop, and 
all the seed vegetate, when theiUorns, 
thistles, and briars, and noxious weeds of 
every kind are grubbed out of it. Come" 
to Qod, theu, in faith to make you holy ; 
and soon exulting, you will sing : 

'' Rejolciag now in earnest hope 
X stand, and from the mountain top 

See all the land 6elow," ' • 
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HEV, J, W, EEDDT, 

Another prominent preacher, who has 
been with us from the beginning, ably 
advocating the great truths of the Gospel, 
lias been suddenly called to his reward, 

Bev, John W, Eeddy died at his home at 
Brockport, N, Y., November 19th, 1876, in
the forty-fifth year of his age. Physicians 
yrhre not agreed as to his disease; but 
since his death, we understand, conclude 
that it was typhoid fever. He had his 
reason to the last. One aide was slightly 
paralyzed soon after he was taken sick ; 
and this, by degrees, grew worse, until,, 
for some hours before his death, he was 
unable to speak. He was inclined to sleep, 
but when aroused, was rational, 

A few weeks before, his daughter Mary, 
an amiable, pious, intelligent, promising, 
young lady of seventeen, suddenly died, 
Bemarkably healthy; her illness, at first, 
was not alarming. When she was unex
pectedly taken worse, his nervous system 
received a shock from which it never 
rallied. 

He was a large, strong, well-propor
tioned man—the very picture of health ; 
the last man who wonld have been select
ed as one likely to die. 

He was called of God to tbe ministry at 
an early age, and joined the Genesee Con
ference of tbe M, B, Chnrcb, He gave 
himself to the work with a fidelity and 
zeal that gave promise ot a career of use
fulness. 

When the persecution broke out in the 
Oenesee Conference, against those who 
advocated the doctrine of holiness, and 
opposed slavery and secret societies, he 
wag among the first victims, lie united 
with tbe Genesee Conference of the Free 
Methodist Church at its first session, and 
remained one of its active, leading mem
bers until hie death. He filled many of 
its important appointments. He was a 
member of every General Conf erence—ex
cept, perhaps, the first; and was several 
times chairman of a district. In every 
position he occupied, he was a leading 
spirit. He was a man of good judgment, 
ready utterance, decided cbnvictions> and 

prompt action. As a preacher he was 
clear, convincing, and often eloquent. He 
was always an acceptable preacher wher
ever stotioned, and sometimes had, under 
his labors extensive revivals. He might 
have commanded large salaries in rich 
denominations; but he was one who stood 
by his principles, no matter how unpopu
lar they might be. 

Hia business abilities were a source of 
temptation. But when he was first taken 
sick, he said to us that he had fully made 
up hia mind to get out of business just as 
soon as he honorably could, and devote 
himself fully to the work of the ministry. 
He said he would go wherever he was 
sent, and would not care if he was " as 
poor as a church mouse." 

Before be was taken sick, he had a 
special season of prayer and consecration 
to the Lord, and was greatly blessed. He 
continued in a happy frame of mind,to 
tbe last. He expressed himself with the 
utmost freedom as fully trmxting in Chiist, 
and ffclt sustained in his deep aflliction 
and in hia bodily snffering by the sov
ereign grace of God, 

A very large congregation attended his 
funeral, which was held in the Baptist 
church—kindly opened for tbe servicea, 
Bev. J. Travis, of Albion, preached an 
able sermon on the occasion. 

IS IT CONTUMACY? 
Bishop Foster, an eminent bishop of the 

M. E. Church, is reported by the Western 
Christian Advocate, as having said on a 
recent occaaion: "Jus t now four out of 
five, with their names on church rolls, are 
doing nothing—almost absolutely nothing. 
Four out of five contribute but little to 
the treasury of the chiirch's benevolence, 
and four out of five do nothing in the 
line of personal work for Christ. They 
go to church perhapa once on each Sab
bath, if the weather is not inauspicious; 
and when the next Sunday comes, and the 
conditions are the same, they go again; so 
on, through the weeks, and months, and 
years, and God's blessed cause is not made 
efne whit the stronger in nnmbers or in in-
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fluence for their living." This is a more 
serious charge against the piety of the 
M. E. Chnrch than that for making 
which we were turned out of tbe Con
ference, and out ot the church, and the 
right of appeal denied. Many noble men 
—ministers and laymen—were tumed ont, 
or readout as " withdrawn," without their 
consent, for standing by us. 

In our article on " New. School Meth
odism," for writing which we were con
demned, we stated that, "here and there 
throughout our Zion" might be found 
" preachers whose teaching is very differ
ent from that of the fathers of Methodism, 
In the Genesee Conference they number 
alwut thirty," or a little over a quarter. But 
the good bishop, whose ability and oppor
tunity to form a correct opinion, or to 
state it plainly, none can queation, repre
sents that in the church, generally, " four 
ont of five do nothing in the line of per-
lonal work for Christ," Can such a peo
ple be in a state of salvation ? Chriat 
says: " He that is not with me, is against 
me ; and he ihat gathereth not with me, scat
tereth abroad." 

Of course, witb a faithful ministry, auch 
a state of things would be impossible. 
Will this faithful, outspoken bishop be 
tried for " contumacy ?" 

WOBDS OF APPBOVAL, 
We thank our friends for the many ex

pressions of their appreciation of our 
efforta to lay before them, the great truths 
by which they may be sanctified and pre
pared to live and die. On our part we can 
truly say that We have not shunned to de
clare unto you all the counsel of Ood. We 
shall, by the help of the Lord, continue to 
speak out plainly the truth as it is in 
Jesus without fear or favor. We count 
upon your continned co-operation. Truth, 
to do good, muat have a hearing. We de
pend upon the frienda of the pure Goapel 
of Jeaua to keep up and extend our cir
culation. We cannot offer chromoa or 
premiums. This is not a money-making 
enterprise. We are laboring to promote 
the best of causes. We call upon you to 
ahacre in ̂ cime Small degree in our latXRS, 

DONATIONS.—If you wiah to send T H E 
EARNEST CHMSTIAN as a present to a 

friend the coming year, you may enclose 
us one dollar for this purpose. 2Sach'a 
present may do incalculable good. It 
may result in the salvation of many souls. 

• » • 
BENEW,—Do not fail to renew your 

subscription for T H E EABNEST CHRISTIAN 

promptly. Do not let retrenchment begin, 
as it does with too many nominal pro
fessors, with starving your soul. The 
greater the pressure upon us, the nearer 
we should livfe to the Lord, We stand 
constantly in need to have our pure minds 
stirred up by way of remembrance. You 
cannot afford, then, to do without T H E 
EARNEST CHRISTIAN, Send on at once. 

If we do not hear to the contrary, we shall 
take i f for granted that you intend to 
renew. 

POSTAGE.—We bave to pre-pay the 
postage, In the aggregate, it amounts to 
a large sum for us to meet. If each of 
you will send us, with your renewals, ten 
cents for this purpose, you vrill not feel it, 
and it will relieve us. 

LITEBABY NOTICE. 
" Barnes' Centenary History. One hun

dred yeara of American Independence." 
A'popular history of the United States 

haa long been wanted. This book bids 
fair to supply this want. It is written in 
a pleasant, familiar style, and contains 
enough interesting incidents to secure the 
attention of even the careless reader. One 
who takes it up to look it over will want 
to read it through. 

The work is publiahed in nnml>ers— 
each number containing 48 pages large 
octavo. It ia printed in the best style on 
heavy fine • paper. Each number has a 
fine steel-plate engraving and numerous 
wood-cut illustrations executed in the best 
style of the art. Six numbera—the 3d to 
the 8th are before na. The 8th number 
brings ua down to Madiaon's Adminiatra-
tion and the war of 1813 with England. 
It is publiahed by L. S. Barnes & Co., 
New York and Chicago, at fifty cents a 
mnuber. 



• 
1 

190 THE EAENEST CHBISTIAN. 

« 

ill 

GOBBESPONDEMGE. 
DYING TESTIMONY. 

CASSLE E . MAPLE, daughter of E e v 

John and Mary Fohl, waa born in Cham
bersburg, Pa., December 3d, 1843, and 
died November Gth, 1876; aged 33 years 
and eleven montha. She was educated at 
Hartsville Univeraity, Ind., at which place 
she was converted in the yeair 1856. She 
united with the church, and engaged in 
teaching for five years. She was a great 
friend of Sabbath-schools, and for a while 
filled the position of supeHntendent; yet 
ahe was meek and unassuming iii her dis
position and manner, exemplifying the 
Christian graces unto the day of her death. 
She was afflicted for more than three 
years ; yet she bore it with Cljristian pa. 
tience and entire submission to the will 
of Qod, Sbe was conscious to the last, 
retaining the power of speech, exhorting 
all around her to meet her in heaven. 
Her last hours were calm and peaceful. 
She aaid, " 1 have no pain ; no fear ;" and 
seeing loved ones around her, bathed in 
teara, ahe inquired of her father and 
mother and two aunts, individually : " Do 
you think I am dying?" and being an
swered in the affirmative, ahe aaid; "Do 
not weep for me. Hallelujah! I am al
most home." Among her laat words, she 
said : " Give my love to all, frienda and 
foes." She then fell asleep, sweetly in 
Jeaua, with the bleased hope of a glorious 
immortality. 

H, A, SCHLICHTEB, 

Pastor U, B, Church, 
Chambersburg, P a . 

The following are extracts from Caaaie 
E, Maple'a lettera to her parents, Bev. 
John and Mary Fohl : 

" The dear Lord is with me, comforta 
and suataina me. The general opinion of 
the people here is, that I aih passing 
away. When I went to rest last night, I 
tbought, can it be that I am nearjy home ? 
Oh, how bliaaful I am !—unworthy, but 
Chriat ia worthy. I thank God for afllic
tion ; for it haa brought me near the croaa. 
If there ia any one thing ein ear£h I miss 

more than another, it is my inability to 
sing ; and it seems to me the firat thin" 
I will do in the glory world will be to 
sing ' Hallelujah to the Lamb I' I will 
keep a look out for my dear father. Oh! 
what a meeting that will be when all 
tears ahall be wiped from our eyes, and 
we shaU have no weak, diaeaaed bodiea to 
contend with ; but ^ball bloom in immor
tal youth. Oh! I do thank God for the 
comforta of religion, I can aay with Paul, 
' Oh, death! where ia thy ating ? Oh, 
grave ! where ia thy victory ?' I hope, 
however, to be better and stronger aoon; 
but I am in the hands of the dear Lord, 
and can aay, with all my heart , ' Thy will 
be done !' 

Again she writes • " I trust fully in 
Chriat, and feel a peace I would not give 
for health, wealth, or fame." 

" MY DEAR PARENTS : For a week past 

I have been spitting blood, and Saturday 
morning I had a aevere hemorrhage, 1 
felt for awhile that that my work on earth 
was nearly done, and I felt like shouting, 
'Victory! victory!' 1 shall soon be home. 
I felt that it was very sweet to die. Jesus ' 
can make a dying bed feel soft as downy 
pillows are. But I revived fron\ that at, 
tack, and am still here, and know not how 
much longer I may have to stay. Bat I 
want to tell you, now 1 am able to write, 
that my trust is in One who is mighty to 
save, I have no fear of death ; but if it 
is the Lord's wiU to call me home today, 
I say amen! (!ome quickly,'Lord Jeaus! 
' These light afflictions, which are but for 
a moment, work for ua a far more exceed
ing and eternal weight of glory,' I have 
not strength to write more. You can say 
tb all my brothers and sisters, and all the 
frienda farewell for me; and if we meet 
on earth no more, I pray that we may 
meet around our Father'a throne to part 
no more. Your affectionate daughter.— 
CASSIE." 

•-•-• — 

LOVE FEAST, 
O, A, PRATT.—I praiae the Lord for a 

salvation that reaches down into the in
most depths of the aoul and gives us the 
assurance that we are the children of 
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God, born of his kingdom, and adopted 
into his family. Some content themaelvea 
with being aaved from a portion of their 
sins,leaving them to revel in the remaining 
portion ; but nothing abort of a aalvation 
from aK ain can meet my case. Oh! the 
heights, and depths, and lengths, and 
breadths, and blessedness of perfect love! 
1 have tried varioua waya to aerve the 
Lord, while faithfully serving the world 
at the same time ; but I find- the less I 
perve the world, and the more I aerve my 
bleased Saviour, and the nearer I get to 
Him, the eaaier and brighter, the way be
comes. Nothing but the straight, uncom
promising track that takea a bee-line from 
this world to glory, ia the track for me, 
Ifl cannot, in the atore house of my great 
King, find a satisfying portion, I shall 
surely fail to find it in the vanities and 
allurements of this sin-cursed earth, 1 
am content with the milk and honey 
of Canaan without seeking contentment 
m the leeks, and obions, and garlics 
of Egypt. Surely my cup is full and 
ranning over, I ask the Lord for his 
bleasing; but whether it comes in laugh
ter or tears, pr in ahouta of victory, or in 
ailence, it matters not if ao be that I only 
pet blessed. This life is too short to utter 
all His praise; but when this earthly 
lioaae shall be dissolved and our freed 
spirits ahall soar away into the immediate 
presence of the Lord, we may there spend 
a whole eternity in His praise and wor
ship. My soul is aroused to action and 
all fired up aa never before at the prospect 
before me. 

M. E. STONE.—Jeaus ia my Saviour— 
Bot only from hell and ain, but He savea 
thia body (hia temple) from all diseases. 
I have taken him as my all in all, and find 
Mm a preaent help in every time of need. 
As wife and I came South to work for 
(Jod, we were led to Martinaburg, Weat 
Virginia. We are so glad the Lord sent 
M" withont purse or scrip," In ao do
ing, our faith haa been tried and strength-
med. Praise the Lord ! Oh! that men 
would follow Jeaua I How mnch more 
mccfefflful and happy they would bel 

Our eyes have beheld the power and 
majesty of Jeaua, Souls have been saved 
and bodies healed. Praise Qod for aalva
tion for both soul and body! A kind 
neighbor, a physician's family, told us 
it is an unhealthy place for Northern 
people. We have fonnd it to be ao in our 
case ; but we do not intend to be " acared" 
away. " If Qod be for us, who (or wbat) 
can be against ua ?" God haa let nature 
have its way in our being stricken down 
with diaeaae that his power might be 
made manifest in healing in answer to the 
prayer of faith. So we can say with the 
Psalmist: " Blesa tbe Lord, O my soul; 
and all that is within me, bless his holy 
name. Bless the Lord, O my soul; and 
forget not all his benefits. Who forgiv-
eth all thine iniqnities; who healeth all 
thy diseases; who redeemeth thy life 
from destruction; who crowneth thee 
with lovingkindness and tender mercies; 
who satisfieth thy mouth with good 
things; so that thy youth ia renewed like 
the eagle'a." 

KATE M , BURROWS.—I feel the precious 
blood of Jesua applied to my aoul, .Qlory 
be to hia holy name ! About two years 
and a half ago.JI came back to Attica, af
ter an absence of aome eight months. 
Brother Gitchel waa then holding pro
tracted meetings here. 1 had been a pro
fessor of religion from my youth; was 
clearly converted, and united with the 
church; lived what was copsidered a con
sistent Christian. But, alaa ! like too 
many .othera, 1 waa truating to a past ex
perience—living with the form without 
lhe power of godliness; had never be
lieved in a aalvation from all sin; and 
when I heard Brother Gitchell preach it 
there waa auch an hungering ;and thirat-
ing after righteouaneaa, that I felt willing 
to part with all for this pearl of great 
price. But it took much straggling, and 
fighting, and praying, and forsaking of 
idols before I felt clear in my aoul; and 
then when tried, I found there waa atill 
the remaina of a carnal mind—rpota of 
bitttemeaa within. Well, T continued to 
pray for this holiness—Without which no 
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one can see the Lord—for almost a year, 
I made up my mind I would not cease 
praying for it even if death sbould over
take me in tbe atruggle. About this time 
Brother Hatt came here to dedicate our 
cburch, and preached for us about three 
weeks, I talked to Sister Hart aeveral 
timea; ahe encouraged me very much, 
just as Brother Gitchell had all the year. 
So one evening, after meeting, I went to 
her and asked her why I did not get thia 
bleaaing. She said, " Have you made the 
conaecration ?" I anawered, " Yes; long 
ago," She then said, " It is faith you 
want. Take right hold by faith." From 
that moment the faith came. Glory be to 
Jesua 1 I got atronger and stronger, and 
on Christmaa eve, 1874, the witness was 
given that my poor heart was cleansed 
from all ain. Oh! what joy I felt. How 
it did pay for the long waiting. But I 
knew Jesus was just as wilUng to cleanse 
me long before, I would say to all, thia 
glorious blessing is received by faith. My 
purpose is atill firm to go through in the 
narrow way. Praiue the Lord ! It grows* 
better every day. I want every body to 
get where this cleansing fountain can 
flow upon tbem. 

S. H, POTTER,— In November, 1873, 

while deeply convicted of my loat condi
tion before God, I aought and found the 
pearl of great price. I then lived near 
the -village of Windaor, N. J., where I 
now reaide. The pastor did much in 
pointing me to the Lamb of God, After 
several invitations, 1 was induced to go 
and kneel at the altar. The M, E. iiltar 
was a new place for me, who had alwaya 
attended the Presbyterian church. For 
three or four nights I knelt here and rea
lized little or no change. Through the 
day my mind waa upon spiritual things, 
Juat before going to church as usual, I 
knelt beaide my bed at home, and thwe. 
prayed earneatly to be set at liberty. 
Qod then and there heard my cj-y, and set 
me free. The memory of that hour ia, 
and wiU be, aweet to me. The realization 
of that hour I am anable to deacribe; but 
I know in whom I beltever, " I 

witb God through our Lord Jesus Chri.st" 
In my weakness, he is my atrength; in 
Borrow, a source of great joy, Thia morn
ing I am aaved through the blood of the 
crucified one. Glory be to God I For six 
months I have been passing throngh sore 
trials, tbat I thought too great to endure -
yet the promiae, " My presence shall go 
witb thee," haa not failed. After so long 
an absence from the social meafis of grace 
I again can attend and enjoy seasons of 
aweet communion with my Maker, oh! 
how thankful we ahould ever be for that 
Providence that has watched over us from 
infancy. Now let ua aeek to ever have 
thia presence with na, to ahield and com
fort until life's latest hour. 

ANZI-A I, CHAPMAN,—I love the narrow-

way, I find by blessed experience that it 
is good to obey God in all thinga. Al
though I seem to have been in the furnace 
of affliction, opposition, and persecution, 
yet I am glad that God has counted me 
worthy to suffer theae thinga for his sake, 
I do kaow that nothing but the love of 
God in the soul, and hia grace in the heart, 
can keep ua from reviling back when we 
are reviled and peraecuted for righteous
ness sake. Since I entered the atraight 
and narrow gate (March 19th, 1876), the 
conflict has been severe, Laat -winter, in 
renewing the consecration, the question 
reaolved in my mind, whither I- would 
walk by faith, or in the aunahine of joy, 
and I promiaed the good Lord to walk by 
faitb. But I confeaa that I have been 
implatient in tbe atruggle. It haa lasted 
for montha, and the battle haa been sore 
much of the time. This conflict—cruci
fying to the fiesh—^has been the means of i 
my arriving at a state in grace, where, ••• 
amid sickness or health, friends or foes, 
frowns or smiles, or the clamor of the 
multitude, does not affect my mind in the 
leaat, I enlisted for life; I want no fur
lough, and by the grace of Gbd I never 
will desert if I perish in the confiict. It 
will be by facing the foe. The heated 
furnace has only consumed the droas and ; 
refined the gold. 






