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THE HOLY SPIEIT. 

BY KEY. B. T. BOBEBTS. 

We attended, last evening, in South 
Bastorn Ohio, a Sabbath-school meet­
ing, held at the annual association of a 
large denomination. The speakers 
were evidently men of ability and edu­
cation. The subject was, the qualifica­
tions of Sabbath-school teachers. The 
addresses were sound, methodical and 
dry, Wil and anecdote were intro-
daced to relieve the dr3'ness, but to 
no purpose. Evidently, there was no 
impression made. 

Last Sabbath, just before sun-down, 
we were at a meeting held on the 
beach of the Atlantic, in New Jersey. 
Thonsands were in attendance. They 
were fnll of eager expectation. Men 
of renown spoke with eloqaence. Pa­
thetic incidents from ancient and mod­
ern history were related in dramatic 
style. The audience were interested. 
Bat it was plain to see that the inter­
est was that which is awakened by the 
lawyer's brilliant plea, or the poli­
tician's subtle appeal. There was noth­
ing said calculated to convict of sin. 
No elTort was made to induce professed 
Christians to separate themselves more 
completely froni the world and give 
themselves wholly to Christ. To say 
the most, it was an innocent entertain­

ment. The opportunity was lost, and 
the people dispersed as indifferent 
and worldly as they came. 

The failure in both these'cases was 
owing to the want of the Holy Spirit 
in those who spoke. This is the great 
lack in, we fear, tbe most of the meet­
ings held by all denominations. 

1. We need the Holj'' Spirit to sug­
gest the matter which we should pre­
sent to those whom we would benefit. 
This is equally true of those who labor 
in public, and of the private Christian, 
who evidences the genuineness of his 
conversion by endeavoring to bring his 
acquaintances to Christ. Many seem 
to think that if they speak the truth, 
nothing more is needed. This is a 
great mistake. In dealing with sonls 
not only is truth called for, but the 
particular truth adapted to their pre­
sent wants. Too little regard is pai I 
to adaptation. In soul-saving, : s in 
medicine, it is everything. A drng-
shop is full of remedies. Each may 
be good in its place. B_t he who 
should take from the drug-ihop what­
ever comes to hand and j-̂ ive it indis­
criminately to the sick, wo ild be much 
more likely to kill than to cure. The 
man was sick, and you gave him medi­
cine. Why, then, did be die ? Was 
not the medicine good 1 Was it not 
powerful ? Yes ; bnt he was burning 
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with fever and you fed the fever. Or 
he was sinking, and needed a stimu­
lant, but you gave him a purgative. 
Of course he died* Your treatment 
killed him. 

In no work whatever is such skill 
required as in the cure of souls. You 
cannot always ascertain their state 
from their appearance. Some who 
seem careless, may be slowly dying 
of despair. Others appear uncom­
monly wicked who have put on a reck­
less air to hide conviction. The study 
of books will not qualify you to pre­
scribe for souls. The skill to save 
them cannot be gained from experi­
ence. We must have the Holy Spirit 
to point out the disease and the reme­
dy, or we work at random. Those for 
whom we labor will still be unsaved. 
Where we should awaken, we shall 
encourage deluded souls lo hold on to 
their false hopes; where we should 
"lift up the bowed down," and 
" strenglhen the feeble knees," wc 
shall lay upon them '• heavy burdens, 
grievous to be borne." 

•' Wherefore have we fasted, say they, 
and thou seest not? Wherefore have 
we afflicted our soul, and thou lakest no 
knowledge ?•" 

Even in our approaches lo God iu 
behalf of souls, we must have the Spirit 
or our prayers will be cold, business­
like performances, heard only by men. 
The language may be proper; but our 
words will be like a bird deprived of 
its wings. They cannot rise above tbe 
earth. Likewise the Spirit also helpeth 
our infirmiiies : for we know not what 
we should jiray fur as we ought: but the 
l^piril it^lf maketh intercession fur us 
with groanings which cannot be uttered. 
And he that searcheth the hearts know­

eth what is the mind of the Spirit, be­
cause he maketh intercession for the 
saints according lo the will of God.— 
Rom, viii, '26, 27, 

2. We need the Holy Spirit to reg­
ulate our METHODS of dealing with souls. 
In the work of saving men—whether 
in public or iu private—much depends 
upon the manner. In a critical disease 
the nurse is second only to the physi­
cian. The efficacy of the remedy de­
pends greatly upon how it is adminis­
tered. So in our dealing out the truths 
of God. " Were I to say to this 
people," said one preacher to another, 
" the same things you do, thoy would 
ride me out of town on a rail. Yet 
they take it from you without a. word." 
One spoke in the tenderness, and witb 
the unction of the Holy Ghost. The 
other seemed lo say, by his manner, 
" I'll give it lo you. You shall have 
the truth, whether you liko it or not." 
Of course he only stirred up opposition. 

Some are professional iu their man­
ner. There are certain things expec­
ted of them, and their effort is to meet 
the expectation. There is :o much ser­
vice to be rendered for so mucb paj; 
and their chief anxiety appears to be 
to render the service in such a manner 
as to secure their pay. They are al 
ways exceedingly proper. They man­
ifest a commendable degree of zeal; 
but it is easy to see that it is the zeal 
of lhe advocate endeavoring to earn 
his fee. There is no deep concern for 
souls; no outgushing sympathy for the 
perishing. The effort is to do their 
duty—to do it faithfully, so as to give 
no just cause of complaint This is all 
right as far as it.goes. It may answer 
the purpose of securing position and 
salary ; but it does not result in the 
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salvation of men. Such have their re­
ward. They obtain what they seek— 
reputation and money. But they will 
be poor in all eternity. The Holy 
Ghost, shed abroad iu your heart, will 
take away the cold, professional air, by 
making you earnest, simple hearted. 
You will appear to care more for the 
salvation of men than you do to preach 
a good sermon, because you would a 
thousand times rather see them saved 
than have it said that you have 
preached a good sermon. 

2. Some are affected in Iheir man­
ner. They act,; with greater or less 
proficiency, a part which they have 
learned. They affect a pathos which 
they do not feel. They have tears at 
their command ; but, like drops of rain 
from a cloudless sky, these tears do 
not penetrate the surface. Real sym­
pathy is wanting. But few a.re im­
posed upon, and their delusion is of but 
short duration. People soon come to 
look upon these manifestations as a 
mere matter of form. The lion-skin 
pnt on for effect, fails of its effect as 
soon as the imposition is detected. Of 
ill dead forms, a form of power with­
out the power, is the most offensive. 
There is beauty in the motion of living 
beings ; but there is scarcely anything 
more revolting than the motions of a 
dead body galvanized into an appear­
ance of life. 

3. Some are so constrained in iheir 
manner, that they cannot suitably ex­
press what Ihey really feel. They 
have strength; but they are tied up. 
They have a sound experience; but 
no freedom of utterance. What they 
say is good; but it is in such a stiff 
way that it loses much of its force. 

Now, what is needed to correct all 

this ineffectiveness of manner is— 
not practice, nor instruction—but the 
gift of the Holy Ghost. He will, by 
taking away the fear of man, and giving 
ns a great love for sonls, make us ap­
pear at the same time, both fearless 
and gentle; both earnest and natural. 
All the arts of which rhetoric and 
elocution are masters, are but the flim­
siest substitute for the Holy Ghost 
He will correct our manners by cor­
recting us. He makes the fruit good 
by making the tree good. 

But if we need the Holy Spirit to 
qualify us in matter and manner for 
doing good—wo need it mnch more for 
our own personal salvation. The ten­
dency of the popular preaching of the 
day is to make, us overlook this fact 
Under the specious pretext of honor­
ing Christ, the work of the Spirit is, in 
a great measure, lost sight of. Con­
version and sanctification are reduced 
to a mere exercise of the intellect and 
the will. The favorite figure is that 
which represents sin as a debt Christ 
has paid tbe debt, and all that is neces­
sary to enjoy peace, is simply to be­
lieve i t We heard a popular revival­
ist teach a large and intelligent congre­
gation, thaf " we are saved, by what 
Christ- has done for ns, and not by 
what the Spirit does in us." This is 
a dangerous doctrine. It is rank here­
sy. Its tendency is to delude sonls 
to their eternal undoing. Does not 
our Saviour say, "Except a. man be 
born of water, and ofthe Spirit, he can­
not enter into the kingdom of God?"— 
John iii, 5. These words imply a rad­
ical change wrought by the agency of 
the Holy Ghost. To make them mean 
nothing more than an intellectual be­
lief in Christ, is to destroy the force 
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of language. Christ teaches us that 
we must be saved by the work of the 
Spirit witbin us, and the Apostle tells 
us that he was saved in this way. 
" According to his mercy he saved us, 
hy the washing of regeneration, und re­
newing of the Holy Ghost; which he 
shed on us abundantly, through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour."—Titus iii, 5, 6, 
This is the way men were made Chris­
tians in Apostolic limes. The washing 
of regeneration takes away the guilt of 
actual transgression. The renewing of 
the Holy Ghost takes the sinful dispo­
sitions from tho heart and sanctifies us 
wholly. I l is in this manner that real 
Christians are made at the present 
day. There is a work done in them 
by the Holy Ghost. They are new 
creatures. Not merely is there a 
change in their relations to God, but 
their hearts are changed. In short, in 
this consists the difference between 
saints and sinners. Christ died for 
sinners. " •In due time Christ died for 
the ungodly." 

But this of itself does not save them. 
" Without holiness no man shall sec the 
Lord."—Tieh. xii, 14. But we are 
made holy by the work of tbe Spirit 
within us. " But ye are washed^ but 
ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in 
the name of ihe Lord Jesus, and hy ihe 
Spirit of our God."—1 Cor. vi, 11. 

Christ is dishonored under the pre­
text of magnifying him when he is rep­
resented as saving men whether they 
repent or not Weak sentimentalists, 
thieves and robbers, might praise a 
governor who should grant an uncondi­
tional pardon to all the convicts in the 
prisons of the State. But it would not 
be to his honor in the estimation of 
right minded men. The Romanists in 

vest Mary with fictitious attributes, and 
then pay to her an idolatrous homage. 
Protestants are in danger of regarding 
the Son of Mary rather as tho generous 
champion of their despei-ate cause 
than as that awfully glorious Being, at 
the sight of whom John fell as dead, 
"whose eyes were as a flame of fire," 
and whoso " countenance was as the 
sun shineth in his strength." Already 
many of the songs and testimonies 
heard at tho great popular, religious 
gatherings, partake more of the charac­
ter of the praises of love-sick maidens 
of the object of their adoration, than 
of the intelligent worship of their Crea­
tor. The whole nation, criminals and 
all, can unite in honoring tho name of 
Washington; so when Jesus is made 
our hero, those can unite in His 
praises who pay not the least attention 
to His commands. 

We must come back to the teachings 
of the Bible on this subject; or Chris­
tianity, oven when apparently most 
prosperous, will degenerate into a re­
fined idolatry, with eiiher, on the one 
hand, a cold and lifeless, or, on the 
other, a sensuous, rhapsodical worship. 
Wo must insist upon a work of tbe 
Spirit in the hearts of men which re­
sults in a corresponding change in their 
lives. 

Is this work of the Spirit going on in 
you? Are you born of the Spirit? 
Are your natures sanctified by its 
power ? " But ye are not in the flesh, 
hut in the Spirit, if so he that the Spir­
it of God dwell in you. Now if any 
man have not ihe Spirit of Christ, he is 
none of his."—Rom. viii, 9. 

Docs the Holy Spirit abide in you 
from day to day, coDtrolliog your af 
fections, yonr words and your actions ? 
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THE AGONY IN THE GARDEN. 

BY BEV. BOBERT IBBOTSON. 

Gethsemane and Calvary are places 
of thrilling interest to every saint, and 
to every convicted sinner. On Cal­
vary the fountains of the great deep 
of the love of God were broken up to 
deluge the moral world; there the 
Rock was smitten, frftm which issued 
the streams in which a guilty world 
may wash away its crimes, no matter 
how numerous, or how aggravated; 
but al Gethsemane the larger part of 
lhe atonement was wrought We have 
read many comments and heard many 
sermons on the agony endured by 
Jesus in the garden, but were never 
satisfied with the views expressed, 
Tho general idea is, that Jesus prayed 
against the death of the cross when he 
asi;ed : " If it be possible, let this cup 
pass, nevertheless, not my will, but 
thine, be done;" that this prayer was 
not heard or answered, and that he did 
not expect that his petition would be 
granted, but that he prayed as an e.x­
ample for us, and to show his perfect 
resignation and submission to the will 
of his Father. And it was not till we 
had thought much, and searched the 
Scriptures carefully, that we obtained 
a satisfactory solution of the difficulty 
nnder which our mind labored; but 
now we do not hesitate to say the 
prayer .was answered, and the cup did 
pass. We arrived at this conclusion 
by observing that Jesus, on separating 
from his disciples for the purpose of 
prayer, said .- " My soul is e.xceeeding 
sorrowful, even unto death." He then 
uttered his prayer and returned to his 
disciples and found them sleeping. 
Again going apart, he twice urged his 
petition with increasing earnestness. 
When be returned to his disciples and 
calmly spoke of his betrayal into the 
hands of sinners, to us it is clear the 
cup had passed, for another evangelist 
teUs us there appeared an angel, 
strengthening him; and S t Paul, in 
Hebrews, says : "Who in the days of 

his flesh ponred out supplications and' 
prayers, with strong crying and tears, 
unto him that was able to save him 
from death, and was heard in that 
which he feared." The cup, then, waa 
the fear that lhe intense suffering ho 
endured would destroy the life of the 
body in the garden, and so prevent the 
accomplishment ofthe work of redemp­
tion by his death on the cross. Well 
might he say, " I have a baptism to bo 
baptized with, and how am I straitened 
till it bo accomplished." And surely 
this view ought to increase our love 
for Jesus. " Ho trod the wine-press 
alone, and of the people thero were 
none with him." That the power of 
his Godhead was inoperative at that 
time was clear, or he needed not the 
ministry of that angel. He created 
the angel and sustained him in exis­
tence, but as a man he needed the 
ministry of the angel. The man, there­
fore, wrought the atonement, tho God 
being there only to give vitality and 
efficacy to the great work being per­
formed ; and sorely Ihis view is most 
comfortable to poor sinners like us. If 
.lesus magnified the law of God, and 
made it honorable, as man, we see how 
we can work out our own salvalioit 
with fear and .trembling, looking unto 
Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
faith; but if he only magnified the law 
of God and made it honorable because 
he was God, what hope would tbere be 
for ns ?. 

This view is much more honorable 
to the Saviour than to suppose that he 
sought lo avoid tbe death of the cross. 
So far from tfais, his earnest cries and 
tears were for strength to accomplish 
and perfect the great work he had un­
dertaken, namely, to redeem the world. 

" 'Twas great to speak a world from Donght, 
'Twaa greater to redeem." 

—The heir of a great estate, while 
a child, thinks more of a few shillings 
in his pocket than of his inheritance. 
So a Christian is often more elated 
by some frame of heart than by his 
title to glory. 
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THE HEATHEN AND CHRIS­
TIAN. 

A lady iti New Jersey received into 
her family a stranger from a heathen 
lanA. She found him remarkably in-
tell^dnt, and sought to instruct him in 
the triiths of Christianity. But though 
he was dipt and willing to learn, she 
was painfully conscious that her in­
struction lacked power. She says, 
in the Evangelist: 

" One day I sat conversing with 
him, he in very imperfect English, and 
I with a dictionary in his native lan­
guage beside me, to which I had fre­
quent recourse. A proverb of his na­
tive country attracted my attention, 
and I read aloud, ' The heart of man is 
the same in all nations.' A silence 
followed, which was broken by the 
rather personal remark. ' Mrs. W , 
why do you—why do American ladies 
wear ear-rings ?' You can imagine the 
startling effect it had upon me when I 
tell you that a few weeks before, a 
friend, whom I considered rather ultra 
in her religious notions, having re­
proved me for wearing these, to her, 
unseemly ornaments, I replied, rather 
impatiently, ' I am a Christian, but cer­
tainly shall not be a fanatic. When 
God tells me to put them aside, I 
shall do so, and not until then.' Yon 
can readily understand the effect of 
ibis question, and from such a source. 
Unwilling, however, to to be convinced, 
glancing at an elegant chain attached 
to his watch, I replied, ' Probably for 
tbe same reason you wear that chain ; 
they are pretty, and I like all things 
tbat are pretty—flowers, pictures, e tc ' 

" ' No, no,' said he, ' my chain is of 
use. I think you told me that " God 
made man all good." I think he did 
not put holes in women's ears. Yes, 
" The heart of man is the same in all 
nations." My country-women blacken 
Iheir teeth, paint thsiv faces. Chris­
tian women make holes in their ears.' 

" The truth came home with power to 
my soul. Quietly unfastening my 
fings, I laid them on the table. 

" ' Why do you do so ?' said he, evi­
dently perple.xed by the act 

" ' 0 , ' s a i d I, 'God did make man 
good. He has told me to lake those 
rings from my ears, and I obey him,' 

" Quickly unfastening his chain from 
his watch, he laid it beside the rings; 
and notwithstanding my efforts lo in­
duce him to resume it, he persisted in 
his determination of not wearing it 
again until I did the rings, 

"Before? his return to his native 
land, which occurred soon after, his 
mind seemed much enlightened con­
cerning Christian truths; and he said 
to me one diiy, with earnestness, ' Mrs, 
W , I wish you would tell Ameri­
can women not to wear ear-rings. It 
has a bad effect on my country-women. 
Many others think as I do concerning 
this matter. And before I came to 
this country, I was prejudiced against 
the Christian religion, because I did 
not think I saw much difference be­
tween those who professed it and those 
who did not ' 

" And now, obeying what I solemn­
ly believe to be a message from tbe 
Master, I submit the matter to yonr 
prayerf^nl consideration. Let us not, 
dear sisters, send onr money and pray­
ers to the heathen, for the spread of 
the Gospel, and by our thoughtlessness 
—for I cannot believe any true Chris-, 
tian would lay a stumbling-block in the 
way of a fellow creature—virtually 
deny the power thereof."-TVie Christian. 

—If there had been any better thing, 
and more profitable to the health of 
man, than snffering, surely Christ 
would have showed it by -H'ord and 
example. For both the disciples that 
followed bim, and also all who desire 
to follow him, he plainly exhorteth to 
the bearing of the cross, and saith, 
" I f a n y will come after me, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross, 
and follow me." So that when we 
have thoroughly read and searched all, 
let this be the final conclusion, "' that 
we must tbrough tribulation enter into 
the kingdom of God." 
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ELDER DAVID BERNARD. 

This eminent man of God died in 
Tr,iy, N, Y,, July lllh, aged over 
eighty years. He was a strong man— 
one ofthe few who do not compromise, 
Dr, J, Blanchard, in I'he Christian Cyn­
osure, gives tbe following sketch of his 
life: 

David Bernard was a populat young 
Baptist preacher when the Morgan era 
opened. In person he was a tall, and 
what would be called, a fine man. And 
as to his character, John Quincy Ad­
ams, who, during bis long life, proba­
bly enlogized fewer men than almost 
any other public man, speaks thus of 
him : 

"To that book ("Bernard on Ma­
sonry") and its author, permit me to 
offer the tribute of unfeigned respect. 
Elder David Bernard was a minister of 
the Genesee Baptist Association in the 
Stateof New York. He was a man of 
good repute and of blameless life and 
conversation. Like many others, he 
was ensnared into the taking of fifteen 
degrees of Masonry, and was the Inti­
mate Secretary of the Lodge of Per­
fection. He was one of the first sece-
ders from the order, and from that time 
underwent every possible persecution 
from Masons and to the frequent danger 
of his life. 

"To David Bernard, perhaps more 
than to any other man, tho world is 
indebted for the revelation of tho exe­
crable mysteries of Masonry ; nor could 
he, as a minister of the word of God, 
have performed a service more suita­
ble to his sacred functions. 

'" From the time when 1 first perused 
Elder Bernard's book, I became con­
vinced that it was impossible for me to 
discharge my duties as a citizen to my 
country by knowing nothing aboat i t 
• , , , 1 saw a code of Masonic legisla­
tion adapted to prostrate every princi­
ple of equal justice, and to corrupt 
every sentiment of virtuous feeling in 
the soul of him who bound his allegi­
ance to i t I saw the practice of com-
"lon honesty, kindness of Christian 

benevolence, and even abstinence from 
atrocious crimes, limited exclusively 
by lawless oaths and barbarous penal-' 
allies, to the brotherhood of the craft 
I saw slander organized into a secret, 
wide-spread and affiliated agency, fix­
ing its invincible fangs into the hearts 
of its victims, sheltered by the dark­
ness of the lodge-room and armed with 
the never-ceasing penalties of death," 
—/. Q. Adam's Letters. 

Such were some of tho lessons, if we 
may trust this great, cool-minded states­
man, for which the world is indebted to 
the man who has just left us,. He 
would have been murdered a thousand 
ti.mes did not the lodge copy tbe wis­
dom of popery which never burns here­
tics when she will lose more than she 
will gain by i t 

The Baptist denomination, from its 
rise in this country, has been more 
democratic, nearer the people than 
other evangelical sects. Under the in­
fluence of Bernard, it became essenti 
ally, and to a vast extent, literally 
anti-Masonic. And though the return 
shock of the lodge has stunned it; 
though thousands have succumbed and 
gone under the returning wave ; though 
the good elders—Stearns, Pease and 
Culver—were awed or amazed into si­
lence for years ; though every Baptist 
church iu New York City but one (and 
that perhaps since) rescinded their 
resolutions and took the accursed pest 
back to their bosom ; though the last 
Baptist paper gave way and its able 
and excellent editor. Dr. Nathan 
Brown, has been ostracized by sending 
him to foreign missions, Bernard has 
stood like a rock amid the retreating 
waves. 

No sooner did he learn of the move­
ment inaugurated in 1868, eight years 
ago, but he put himself in communica­
tion with it. A stroke of paralysis, 
twenty years before, had partially de­
prived him of locomotion and of speech; 
and, according to the analogies of that 
disease, should, years ago, have de­
prived him oflife. But he seemed in­
capable of death while he had work to 
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do. He wrote additional recollections 
of the popular earthquake of American 
history which overturned the lodges. 
His tall, venerable form appeared on 
the stage in Shakespeare Hall, Syra­
cuse, along with Garrett Smith and 
Samuel D. Greene, who stood there 
before us like men ef a past generation 
sent back to warn us of the damning 
crimes and desolating nature of the 
lodge. In Worcester, Mass., two 
years later, and three years later still 
at Syracuse, Bernard's venerable form 
stood again erect among ns, and we 
marked no change but the increased 
unearthly brightness of his counte­
nance. He seemed to defy age, death, 
palsy, and whatever chills and silences 
ordinary mortals. He spoke, he pray­
ed, he testified, he wrote, published 
and plead with his countrymen, until 
at length the fire of God in his bosom 
has consumed him, and he has passed 
to the next world, as flame goes out 
when the fuel is decomposed. 

" Tbou haat fallen in thine armor. 
Thou beloved of tbe Lord ; 

•With thy laat breath, crying * Onward!* 
And thy hand upon thy sword," 

Ofthe Syracuse trio. Smith and Ber­
nard havo lelt us, and Greene alone 
remains of the three. Thrice venera­
ble men ! Sent into this lower world 
of ordinary mortals, ye have withstood 
the overflowing scourge of error and 
iniquity which bore away the multi­
tude, and having lived longer and 
wiser than others, two of )-ou have 
passed to that world where adherence 
to principle ceases to be singular,' be­
cause fact and right are the same 
thi HE:. 

—He that desireth to keep the grace 
of God, let him be thankful for grace 
given, and patient for the taking away 
thereof; let him pray that it may re­
turn ; let him be cautious and humble, 
lest he lose i t 

—Some body has said, "Thy v>ord 
was thunder, and thy life was lightning. 
Such should be the preaching and the 
conversation of every minister. 

N E W MANNA. 

BY H. F. HILL, JB . 

That is what we need day by day. 
As the childron of Israel needed new 
manna every morning, s6 we need to 
have our religious experience continu­
ally renewed. We cannot live on an 
old experience, any more tban the 
Israelites could live on old manna. 
The experience of yesterday cannot 
satisfy the feoul to-day. It reaches out 
for something higher and better. The 
soul must have fresh bread from heav­
en or it will sicken and die. Some try 
to live on past experience' bnt thev 
are sickly. They may make a great 
profession of religion, and have a name 
to live ; but they are dead. 

Would you like to feed on fresh 
manna every morning ? Then take no 
the cross for Jesus every day; speak 
to some one personally about his soul: 
do some kind act for Jesus' sake, and 
God will satisfy your soul with bread 
to the fulness. 

If we feed on new manna, we shall 
.continually grow in grace. None ever 
arrived at such a stature of the fullness 
of Christ, that he can no longer grow 
in grace. There is indeed a maturity of 
the spirit; but it is not like that of the 
body. When the spirit has become 
mature, it may still grow immeasnra--
bly. The Apostle speaks about at­
taining to " tho measure of the stature 
of the fulness of ChristT" but adds, in 
the same connection, "that we mar 
grow up into him in all things, who is 
the head, even Christ" Brother, do 
you fancy that you have arrived at 
such a stature in Divine grace, that 
there is no longer any chance for you 
to grow ? Then you are feeding on 
very stale manna indeed, and which 
has become badly corrupted by the 
worm of conceit 

—If Christ has your good will, he 
will certainly have your good word, if 
you truly love Him. you will not be 
ashamed to speak for Him 
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SERVING GOD. 

BY HANNAH PELTON. 

The religious history of the world is 
at once strange and mysterious. The 
most prevailing sin of all ages is that 
of serving other gods. In the early 
dawn of the religious world, so given 
were the people—even God's chosen— 
to idolatry, that the corner-stone of tbe 
law given on Mount Sinai, reads: " I 
am the Lord thy God which brought 
thee out ofthe land of Egypt and out 
of the house of bondage. " Thou shall 
have no other gods before me.", Then 
the second law: " Thou shalt not make 
nnto thee any graven image, or any 
likeness of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, 
or that is in the waters under tho earth." 
As one remarks, this was spoken to a peo­
ple that had just como out of a country 
where they worshipped beasts and birds 
and reptiles, and where the walls of the 
temples were covered with the images 
of all kinds of fowl and creeping Ihings. 
In this age of refined sensibilities and 
Gnlture, we may well wonder how snch 
a thing couid be possible. Why, to 
worship birds, beasts and reptiles— 
how repulsive I " But then they were 
ignorant in those days," says the sym­
pathetic modern religionist Perhaps 
80; but even now the worshippers of 
gods are many, did we but realize the 
fact "Y'es," sighs one; "in heathen 
countries it is so. How sad! We 
must try and spread the Gospel light" 
Dear Christian, you who can count 
yonrself dead indeed unto sin, and 
whose eyes are open to spiritual truths, 
is not the first commandment dis­
obeyed as fully and as generally now, 
in this age of light as by that ancient 
people, Israel? The Bible student 
wonders why it was that the chosen 
people of God should be' continually 
led to the serving of strange gods; but 
why wonder, when now, in the very 
meridian of Gospel light, the whole 
professed Christian world, with few 
exceptions, are continually going af­

ter, and serving, strange gods. True 
they differ greatly from the ancient 
style of gods, and the manner ot 
worship is also changed ; for we 
live in another dispensation, and are 
truly an enlightened people. What 
proves the serving of gods in these 
days, as well as anciently, is that thing 
which keeps the soul from the true and 
living God; from believing on the Lord 
Jesus Christ for conversion, sanctifica­
tion and redemption. To allow any 
thing to hinder us from living holy 
lives, is violating the command, "Thou 
shall bave no other gods before me." 

The Holy Ghost dwells not in the 
soul where idols are enshrined. The 
elegant hat with swaying plumes, so 
admired ; the gold chain, ear-rings and 
ornaments; the fashionable attire;— 
these are gods to many. They keep 
them from the meek and lowly Jesus, 
Hence they are gods. The affections 
ofthe heart are set on them. "Oh, 
no; it is not so," they say. If it is 
not so, why is the human nature so 
greatly stirred—often to passion and 
to an angry voice—when such attire is 
proved to be unscriptural ? They say, 
" God looks at the heart and not at 
the dress." We know he is the 
searcher of hearts, and we also know 
that the attire affects the soul. It 
tends to estrange the soul from the 
Saviour. A costly, gay, and elaborate 
attire—or it may not be costly, only 
fashionable^nvariably begets pride; 
and one cannot havo this and the 
spiiit of Christ at once. The two can­
not harmonize. " Ye cannot serve 
God and mammon." If it cannot, and 
does not, mar the beauty of the soul, 
why did the prophet, Isaiah, pronounce 
such a curse on the daughters of Zion, 
who walked with wanton eyes, and 
minced as they went, clad in the orna­
ments of tbe heathen women ? Why 
does God speak with regard to it in 
two other places of Scripture—to " let 
it not be your adorning," but lo seek 
tbe meek and quiet spirit, whicb, in the 
sight of God, is of great price ? " Be 
not conformed to this world." Many 
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ministers boldly assert to their be jewel­
ed congregations, " that dress has noth­
ing to do with religion." Oh, how false 
and unscriptural. Surely there are 
" leaders that cause the people to err." 
—Isa, ix, 16. Let a godly man or 
woman in the Spirit urge such an 
audience to kneel and seek for the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost, and they 
would all be aghast. And why? 
Simply because tbe Spirit of the Lord 
and the love of their idols cannot pos­
sibly co-occupy the same place. There 
is no congeniality between the two. 

Some allude to the gorgeous temple 
of Solomon as an excuse for modern 
extravagance in church decorations; 
also to the " presents " presented by 
Isaac to Rebecca as worthy of imi­
tation. Such wonld do well to remem­
ber, that the old dispensation was ono 
of types and shadowings of the Gos­
pel, and when the veil of the temple 
was rent from top to bottom, they were 
done away with. 

The serving of gods may also be in 
business, in secret orders, houses and 
lands, associations, and friends, an or­
namental church with its ceremonies 
and accompaniments, "Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and wiih 
all thy strength," 

The Christian who walks in the 
light will understand fully the Scrip­
ture, " Walk in wisdom toward them 
which are wiihout, redeeming tho time, 
for the days are evil," Also "glorify 
God in your body and in your spirit, 
which are the Lord's," " Ye are not 
your own, for ye are bought with a 

price. ' Love not the world, neither 
the Ihings that are in the world. If 
any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. For all that is 
in the world, the lust of tbe flesh, and 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life, is not of the Father, but is of the 
worid."—1 John ii, 15, IG. 

Churches drift intq formalism, be­
cause of idolatry. It is a deadly foe 
to vital Christianity. Many walk in 
the church who never have experienced 

the new birth, have never been brought 
out of bondage, because of the idols. 
The teachers fail to educate tbe mind 
ou this, the first principle of a life in 
Christ, and they are left to grope their 
way in darkness. 

" If the blind lead the ^blind, both 
shall fall into the ditch." 

The redemption of the human race 
is founded on the first commandment. 
God's finger first wrote that. He saw 
that it struck at the great Jsin of the 
sonl. 

" Little children, keep yourselves 
from idols."—1 John v, 21. 

—No man is fit to comprehend things 
heavenly unless ho submit himself to 
the bearing adversities for Christ's 
sake. Nothing is more acceptable to 
God, nothing more wholesome lo Him 
in this world, than to suffer cheerfully 
for Christ And if thou couldest 
choose thou oughtest rather to wish to 
suffer adversities for Christ, than to be 
refreshed with many consolations; be­
cause thou wouldst thus be more like 
unto Christ, and more conformable to 
all the saints. For our worthiness, 
and the proficiency of our spiritual 
estate, consisteth not in many sweet­
nesses and comforts; but rather in 
thoroughly enduring great afilictions 
and tribulations. 

—Were men as quick to discern, and 
•as wise to judge, in spiritual as they 
are in temporal things, and did tbey as 
earnestly and perseveringly pursu» 
them, they might all, Ihrough grace, 
become rich for eternity. But while 
they know that to obtain temporal good 
they must be awake and active, must 
exercise judgment, lay plans, and dili­
gently pursue them, they often hope to 
obtain eternal good without thought, 
plan, or effort, 

^ f - t • 

—A man should be born to high 
things not to lose himself in them. 
Slaters will walk on the ridge of a 
house with ease, which would turn oar 
heads. 
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SPIRITUALISM. 

The thought of the age is that noth­
ing is of any worth which man's under-
standicig cannot reach. It believes 
nothing which passes the powers of the 
human intellect It cares for nothing 
which it has uot already begun to 
grasp. 

One of lhe saddest and most sug­
gestive facts of the present lime is, that 
men of exceptional culture and ability 
have been ibund most ready to yield 
to the follies of Spiritualism, the weak­
est, most material, and poorest attempt 
which ever sought to solve the mys­
teries of the world to come. 

The slightest effort at reasoning on 
the declared facts of Revelation would 
show that an understanding trained in 
all its instinctive movements upon a 
system over which time and death 
bear absolute rule, must find itself in­
capable to conceive conditions from 
which lime and death are eliminated. 
Man on earth approaches all things 
through the cognizance of the senses, 
which move step by step. Sequence 
is the law of the visible and tangible 
world. The mental life perceives that 
there can be existence independent of 
the world ; but it perceives only that 
this is possible, not how it is to be. 
The moment one tries to think definite­
ly, thought is shaped by the facts of 
daily experience. All moral sentiments, 
principles, passions, are discovered to 
man through the things which perish in 
the using. The certainty and uncer­
tainty of dealh, certainty as'to the end, 
onceriainty as to the hour—these 
shape neariy all of man's hopes and 
fears and efforts. He struggles to live, 
because life will cease without effort; 
jnst as a swimmer strikes out in the 
waves of a tempestuous sea, since if 
he ceases, he sinks. It is only with 
the utmost effort that the mind can be­
gin lo approach the forms of a life out 
of which every condition of the present 
life, every earthly motive which con­
sciously sways one here below, shall 
te taken. 

Nor is this latter-day weakness, 
which goes to creaking tables and seven 
times detected impostors, a new thing. 
It was long ago worsted in the conflict 
with Christianity. It is a poor copy, a 
wretched travesty of the Delphic ora­
cle, and the pythoness on the sacred 
tripod. As has been well said of it, it 
reproduces the heathen folly, but not 
the classic grace. 
. Such thoughts may well come to ono 

who reads the history of S t Paul's 
encounter with the philosophers of the 
garden and of the porch, in the Areo­
pagus at Athens. For those Epicu­
reans and Stoics were only the prede­
cessors of the Positivists and the Pan­
theists of to-day. Through simpler 
processes, and by a shorter road, they 
reached lhe same moral conclusions. 
"Let us eat and drink.'for tomorrow 
we die," is the finality of the one. The 
denial of all moral accountability is tbe 
acme of the other. They of old could 
find no good in those things which 
"passed man's understanding." On 
the other side of their altar, " to the 
unknown God," stands Christianity, 
with that Godhead first make known 
to it in the ancient revelation of the 
selfexistent Deity, made through the 
bush that burned with fire and was not 
consumed ; afterward more nearly and 
fully shown in that greater miracle of 
the Incarnation, the mortal dwelt in 
by the pure flame of the eternal Word. 
To faith is shown that which the in­
tellect cannot compass. Jesus and the 
resurrection are the truths which unlock 
the mighty saying, " I am that I Am." 

It is this battle, once triumphantly 
won against the mere efforts of human 
philosophy, which a self-suflicient age 
would fain renew. 

Yet tbere is a sadder thought which 
rises as one looks at this poor attempt. 
The Greek philosophy came out to bat­
tle from the strong intrenchments of 
its culture, its ancient renown, from the 
temples which Pericles had reared, and 
the statues which Phidias had endowed 
with a more than human loveliness. 
The modern Epicurean and Stoic owe 
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all their weapons, their skill of thought, 
their progress in discovery, to that very 
Christianity against which tbey sneer 
or rage. Like the savages on the 
Western frontier of this land, they 
have received their weapons from, and 
owe their skill to fight, to the very 
power against which they use them. 
The whole civilization of the present 
the " modern Athens," the new world's 
Corinth, whose "two seas" are the 
impassable oceans of old, is the work 
of the Church of Chtist It is the in­
gratitude and treachery of a rebellion 
which stains the conflict waged by the 
infidelity of the present 

But for the Church of Christ what 
cheering promise of final victory! 
Moses, alone on the mountain side of 
Horeb, receiving the, commission to 
confront the jnultitudinous forces of 
Egypt, St. Paul, alone in the noisy 
Agora of Athens, represent the begin­
nings of inconceivable triumphs. Egypt 
crouches at the footstool of Christian 
powers to ask a little of ihe light and 
knowledge, which can raise it from its 
sensual and sordid degradation. It is 
tributary to the birth-day feast of a 
Christian republic. Athens, and all its 
glories of intellect and art have been 
rescued from oblivion by the work of 
the Christian Church. The Hebrew 
outlaw, the Christian Apostle, are the 
world's names of power, for whose sake 
alone the men of to-day are striving to 
decipher from their ).ombs the names 
of forgotten Pharaohs, and to study the 
extinct philosophies of lhe porch and 
garden. Even in this world, the 
Church of Christ, loving her Lord with 
an uncertain and feeble love, has ob 
tained his promises far beyond its ut­
most desire.— The Churchman. 

—Some Christians at a glance seem 
of a superior order, and are not; they 
want a certain quality. At a florist's 
feast the other day, a certain flower 
was determined to bear the bell; but 
it was found to be an artificial flower : 
there is a quality called growth, which 
it had not. 

PUTTING OFF AND ON. 

" Put off the old man. . . . . Pat on the new."— 
Col. iii, 9, 10, 

There are two professions with which 
we are familiar—the profession of a 
painter and of a sculptor. The painter 
works by putting on his colors—color 
after color, touch after touch—till he 
fills up his empty canvas, and com­
pletes his conception. The sculptor 
works by striking off chip after chip 
from his block of stone or marble, till 
the stone takes shape in his hand—it 
may be of a m.an, or of some other 
creature. The Christian unites in 
himself both these professions—he 
works as the painter by putting on, and 
he works as the sculptor by striking off; 
and God works with him in both these 
ways to complete his high idea of the 
Christian,—the man in whom the like­
ness of Christ appears. In both ways 
every Christian is employed as s fel­
low-worker with God; in one more 
than another, according to his stage of 
Christian life. The young Christian 
works more especially as the sculptor. 
He is newly dug, like the rough stones, 
out of the quarry. Nature, and the 
passions of nature, are strong in hia;, 
and the self-confidence that gives to 
evil passions thfe victory. Christian 
youth, like other j'outh, is heady, high-
minded, self relying; fears no evil, 
dreads no fall, and is ready to rush into 
danger, to tamper with temptation, and 
trifle with that from which it shonld 
sland aloof. 

Exhort young mon that they be 
sober-minded. There is an intemper­
ance from strong drink which is the 
fool's intemperance. There is also an 
intemperance of the wise; tbe intoxi­
cation of desire—the intense, eager 
chase into which the Christian, in com­
mon with the other youth of our age, is 
seduced after the world, till sobriety of 
mind is lost in the excitement of earth­
ly pursuits, and heaven is shut from 
view by the dust that is raised by the 
chariot-wheels in the earthly race. Let 
the young Christian strike off false, 
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feverish, earthly desire, would he rise 
in character to the idea of Christ Be 
sober-minded. He only is not intoxi­
cated who weighs earthly things in the 
balance of the sanctuary. Let him 
strike off vain self-reliance. Many a 
yonng Christian would have proved 
"wise nnto salvation had he not thought 
he was so already, and safe had he not 
feared no danger. If these be not 
separated from his character by the 
gentler, persuasive influences of the 
Word, he will constrain a heavenly 
Father, who knows his danger, to lift 
the hammer of his providence, and by 
terrible things in judgment—by stroke 
npon stroke—detach from the block he 
has dug out of the quarry that which 
unfits it for a place in his temple. The 
earth rings with the strokes on the 
blocks that will not otherwise take 
shape. And let God be thanked that 
even in this rough way he prepares his 
materials for the heavenly temple, 
rather than there shonld be no temple 
for his glory, or one stone left out of 
the building. 

There is a prevailing mistake that 
everything is accomplished in regard to 
a Christian when he is converted; 
and many are satisfied all their lives 
to look back to some period, some day 
ordate, when ihey came under their 
first decisive, powerful, religious con­
victions of sin, righteousness, and of 
judgment They are ever reverting to 
that luminous spot—to tbat point or 
flash of light along their previous 
fay. Let thanks be given to God if 
they have had a clear conversion, sud­
den or gradual,—a turning-point in 
their history from sin to God, But 
their advauce in the kingdom is not to 
lie made by looking back upon their 
siarting-point Lei them strike off 
wit false conception. We advance by 
looking to the goal—by forgetting those 
toings whicb are behind, and reaching 
fwih unto those ihings which are be-
™!e. It was nobly, it was magnifi­
cently said by one who had tasted that 
we Lord was gracious : " Nothing can 
'orprise me after havinc; found out tbat 

God loves me. I know not wbat he 
will de for me or make of me." 

Trne conversion has in it the dis­
covery of this glorious truth, faintly or 
more strongly apprehended—God loves 
me. It is the turuiug of tbe heart 
from sin to God under the sense of his 
pardoning love. But this fresh dis­
covery is the spiritual capital on which 
we are to trade lill we are enriched 
with the fulness of the grace of God, 
That lovo being ours, on tbat love we 
have to draw. What will it not make 
us, if we will but use it? What thoughts 
aro in that heart of God that loves us ? 
Can he but desire that wo grow up into 
his likeness? As he loves his own 
holiness, he cannot but desire that we 
shonld be holy—that we rise from con­
verted npward to sanctified men, in 
soul, body, and spirit And if we will 
not thus rise by the still small voice 
of his word and Spirit, he will speak to 
us in the fire and in the whirlwind. 

At every stage of tho Christian life 
there is much to bo pnt on. It is touch 
by touch that finishes the painting. I t 
is grace added to grace tbat matures 
and finishes the Christian character. 
The true artist is difficult to please. 
He touches and retouches a thousand 
times. He has his higb idea; and we 
have ours before us in a divino Master. 
" I have given you an example, tbat. 
ye should do as I bave done." Christ 
cannot approve ofa slovenly copyist in 
his school. As our hands steady and 
our eye becomes familiar with him, be 
expects that we copy him more exactly 
—that every grace of character be­
comes truei* and bears a more life-like 
resemblance to the original. Wines 
mellow with age; fruits sweeten as 
they ripen; so should grace be per­
fected with years. The meekness, 
gentleness, patience, love, holy zeal of 
the Master should appear pre-eminently 
in the aged disciple. 

• * - » - • 

—Man is made capable of three 
births: by nature, he enters into the 
present world; by grace, into spirit­
ual light and life ; by deatb, into glory. 



,THE EAENEST CHBISTIAN. 

CHRISTIAN COMFORT. 

That tho Christian family needs and 
desires stimulants in the way of en­
couraging words df cheer and comfort, 
will not, I think, be disputed or doubt­
ed by any. The Christian finds a great 
deal of tdlse comfort in this world— 
" false comforters," who, like the three 
" friends " of Job, " comfort in vain, 
and in whose answers there remaineth 
falsehoods." Christians have to en­
dure severe afflictions—such as pover-
t3', sudden loses of properlj^ and of 
friends, as well as physical and mental 
anguish. To many these are a great 
source of temptation, and especially so 
when their more favored friends—fav­
ored with'health, wealth and aflluence, 
and whose stream oflife glides smooth­
ly along without an apparent ripple— 
insist that their afflictions which they 
are sometimes brought to bear and suf­
fer are sent as punishment for their sins, 
and are conclusive evidence that those 
thus suffering are hypocrites, and not 
good men and women, as they profess 
to be. 

This was the kind of comfort that 
Job's tbree friends rendered him in his 
sore afflictions. Poor comforters, in­
deed ! Job, however, refuted all their 
arguments by referring to all past ex­
perience, by which he proved conclu­
sively that men are not dealt with in 
this world according to character; that 
distinction is not observed here in this 
world in the allotments of Providence, 
But his friends maintain the opposite, 
intimating ih-at this world is also a place 
of rewards and punishments, in which 
men receive good or evil, according to 
their deeds. Job, by appealing to 
common sense, and common observa­
tion, as well as experience, showed that 
this could not be true; for it is a mat­
ter of fact that the wicked are often 
prosperous iu this world, all through 
life, and he infers that their judgment 
and punishment must be reserved for 
a luture state. He asks the significant 
question, " Wherefore do the wicked 
live, become old, yea, are mighty in 

power?" He further says, "Their 
seed is established in their sight with 
them, and their offspring before their 
eyes. Their houses are safe from fear, 
neither is tho rod of God upon .ihem. 
. . . . They send forth their little ones 
as a flock, and their children dance. 
. . . . • They spend their days in wealth, 
and in a moment go down to the 
grave." 

There aro deep and inexplicable 
mysteries connected with God's deal­
ings with the children of men general­
ly; and, I might say, with his own 
children particularly. The Apostle 
says, "All things work togeiher for 
good to them that love God." But it 
seldom appears tbat all things are 
working lor their good. We cannot al­
ways, if ever, see the reason why we 
have to endure such crosses and losses 
and disappointments, or why wo have 
been forced into such rough, uneven 
paths. What God has written and re­
vealed may be read and learned by 
even a fool; but the wise of this world, 
the learned and the great of eartb, can 
not now read what he has not written. 
The future is all wrapped in impene­
trable mystery. But God says to all 
who trust him, " I will guide thee with 
my counsel, and afterward receive thee 
to glory." We might indeed grow sad 
»nd sorrowful if this " timehaze'' were 
going to last forever, and if, in tho fu­
ture there were no bright to-morrow; 
but this smoke and fog through which 
we are compelled to look and travel, 
will by and by pass away ; the storms 
will all have been hushed; the trials 
of many long, weary years—years, it 
may be, of bitter anguish, of sore be­
reavements, of many disappointments, 
of head-aches and heart-aches,—will all 
have ended. Then, from amid the 
glory and brilliancy of that bright, 
eternal da}', we may look back over 
tbe tempestuous voyage of life and ex-
ultinglyv exclaim, while rapture and joy 
thrills through our very being, " Father, 
thou hast done all things well." Oh, 
glorious day to tbe child of God ! 

The Christian finds comfort in the 
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belief that God is everywhere present 
to sustain and control all laws and 
events in both the kingdoms of nature 
and of grace; tbat he directs the steps 
ofthe righteons and overrules the evil 
designs of wicked men ; in short, that 
he is almighty, and does all Ihings ac­
cording to his own will. Another 
source of comfort is the unyielding faith 
in the omniscience ot the Almighty. 
It is as clearly revealed in the Holy 
Scriptures that God is all-wise as that 
he exists. Job says, " With him is 
wisdom and strength. He hath coun­
sel and understanding." The psalmist 
says, "All things are known unto him : 
all things are manifest in his sight" 
All Ihings, whether animate or inani­
mate, are known to and by the Lord, 
The tiny rosebud that blooms and 
fades away in the lonely forest, unseen 
perhaps by mortal eye, and the worm 
ihat shelters beneath the green foliage, 
are as well known to God as is Michael 
the archangel. A certain writer has 
said that "if any man hopes that any­
thing will be concealed from God, he is 
deceived." God knows the very im­
aginations ofthe thoughts of the heart 
All things are naked and open to him 
with whom we have to do. 

Tho Christian finds comfort in the 
conviction of tbe power of God. Infi­
nite wisdom was employed in devising 
the plan of the great and mighty works 
of creation; but unlimited power was 
necessary to execute the plan after be­
ing formed. We readily perceive this 
attribute in tbe contemplation of the in­
finity, independence, and perfections of 
the Divine nature. The works of crea­
tion and tho scheme of redemption are 
standing monuments of the eternal 
power of God. "Ah, Lord God! be­
hold, thou hast made the heavens and 
the earth by thy p.reat power, and 
stretched out thine arm ; and there is 
nothing too hard for thee."—Telescope. 

•-•-• 

•—The call lo religion is not a call to 
be better than your fellows, but to be 
better than yourself. Religion is rela­
tive to the individual. 

EXPERIENCE OF SAFETY. 

Entire sanctification affords an expe­
rience of safety in Christ to which the 
unsanctified believer, no matter what 
his attainments may be, is a compara­
tive stranger. It sinks to deeper 
depths, and rises to higher bights than 
any previous attainment in tbe life of 
faitb. I t raises the soul from the low 
grounds of unbe'.ief, lifting it lo the 
highlands of a living faith. The bless­
edness of the experience of the new 
birth, great and glorious as it is, falls 
below that which the sanctified believer 
enjoys, in a consciousness of safely in 
abiding in Christ without sin. Before 
this blessed attainment was made, that 
passage of Scripture, " Whosoever 
abideth in Him sinneth not," was to 
him wiihout a true meaning. To the 
mind it was inexplicable. He knew 
that he was in Christ a new creature ; 
that old things had passed away, and 
all things had become new. At the 
same time his experience did not rise 
to such a blessed realization. Hence, 
to his understanding, it was a sealed 
Scripture, But now, with tho new and 
increased light the experience of sanc­
tification brings with it, it is as clear 
as noonday. 

And no small part of the blessedness 
of this experience is, it abides. LTnlike 
that of the past, fluctuating, unsteady, 
terminating often in spiritual declen­
sion, it remains, is uniform and perma­
nent Like the calm depths of tho 
ocean, it is unmoved by the rage of the 
storm. Like the surface of the sea, 
;here may be an external commotion 
for the time. But in the depths of the 
soul thero is an undisturbed peace that 
is never reached by external influences, 
—a peace that "passeth all understand­
ing" on lhe part of the unsanctified. 

In the absence of an experience so 
deep, and so rich, and so abiding on 
the part of those who have not made 
tbe attainment, we are charged with 
underrating the experience of justifica­
tion and the new birth. The charge is 
not well founded. And it is made 
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throngh misapprehension. We do not 
lessen the importance of the work of 
regeneration in our view. For, as the 
building rests upon the foundation, and 
cannot exist without one, so sanctifica­
tion rests upon justification and regen­
eration ; and it can no more exist in 
the absence ofa clear evidence of this 
great work wrought in us than a house 
can sland without a foundation. If it 
is lessened in appearance, it is by the 
same process that the light of the stars 
is by the opening of day—sinking into 
deeper light The light of the experi­
ence of regeneration may be compared 
to that of the moon shining in a cloud­
less sky. It is clear and beautiful 
amid the darkness that covers the earth. 
But when the sun rises it fades away 
in the clearer and brighter light of the 
day. Tbe moon is still to be seen in 
the clear sky. But its light is eclipsed 
by the brighter light of the sun. So it 
is in regeneration and sanctification. 
The experience of the' new birth is 
glorious. It brings the soul out ofthe 
darkness of nature into the light and 
liberty of the children of God. But it 
is not as cle-^r as tbat of entire sancti­
fication. Doubt, and fear, and distrust, 
and uncertainty are among the atten­
dants of the former. But in the clear­
er light of a sanctified experience, these 
vauish. While faith, love and trust 
take their place. Said one, " I have 
not had an hour's gloom for forty 
years." And this is the experience of 
all who retain the evidence of their 
sanctification. 

To have left behind tbat part of the 
old experience, an ever-returning con­
sciousness of self-condemnation, which 
makes up so large a part of the experi­
ence of llie unsanctified, is no small 
part of the blessedness of the experi­
ence of entire sanctification. Ah ! who 
has uot realized that ever-recurring 
sense of condemnation under tho cou-
sciousness tbat he is not what be ought 
to bo, and what he might be, but for 
the proneness of his heart to back­
sliding. 

It is a blessed thing, too, to be able 

to realize the full import of the words 
of our blessed Soviour, "The prince of 
this world cometh and hath nothing in 
me," Blessed thought! Ever before, 
under the old experience of the " wil­
derness state," when the tempter came 
he found a foe within, in the form of 
pride, env}', revenge, self-will, with 
unsubdued tempers, ready to second 
the temptation. But now, when temp­
tation comes, there is no foe to risi 
and open the door ere the soul is 
awakened for the onset The result 
is, the tempter retires, repulsed moro 
by the absence of intemal foes than by 
resistance, 

"Hath nothing in me," No sin; 
no promptings to evil: every opposing 
element subdued. AVhilo the citadel 
of the heart is held and garrisoned 
by the indwelling Comforter, keeping 
every avenue of the soul. 

Can any richer inheritance be desired 
on this side the celestial city than to 
be thus made " free from sin ?" And 
if lhe blessed Jesus, as a man, "knew 
no sin," is it loo mueh that the disci­
ple should be "as bis Master?" Does 
not lhe Apostle say that by the ex­
ceeding great and precious promises 
we may be partakers of his holiness? 
And does not S t John, who wrote so 
much about perfect love, say, that 
" a s He is, so are we iu this world?' 
And this coincides with the declara­
tion of the Lord Jesus himself: "The 
disciple is not above his master; bat • 
every one th-at is perfect shall be as 
his master. 

—Some people try lo clothe their 
souls in the great attainments of wis­
dom and literature and art,—try to 
grow great and useful. But even 
Soloman, in all hi"; magnificence of 
wealth and wisdom, was not arrayed 
like the simple lilies, which took in 
every moment only what God gave, and 
grew great in his sunlight, and his dew, 
and his rain ; every day a little more 
fair, and a little more lovely, until they 
outshone the greatest king of all the 
world. He will do this to thee. 
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HUMILITY. 

BY TIMOTHY P. JABNAGAN. 

Humility—O what a jewel! The 
sweetest grace that adur.is the Chris­
tian ; the most precious quality God's 
pare eyes can behold in his children. 

I. BECADSE IT IS GOD'S NATURE. 
"For thus saith the high and lofty One 
that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is 
Holy; I dwell in the high and holy 
place, with him also that is of a con 
trite and humble spirit, to revive the 
spirit of the humble, and to revive the 
heart of the contrite ones,"—Isa. Ivii, 
15. Humility was perfect in our 
Saviour, and he says : " Learn of me; 
for I am meek and lowly in heart"— 
Mat xi, 29. 

II. IT IS A CONDITION OF SALVATION. 
" E.xcept ye be converted, and become 
as little children, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven."—Mat 
xviii, 3. Pride has so ruined man, and 
is so hateful in tbe sight of God, that 
he must have its opposite—perfect hu­
mility. No sacrifice of any other na­
ture will do. Micah vii, 6-8. God 
cannot save the proud, and says: " But 
to this man will I look, even to him 
that is poor and of a contrite spirit, 
and trembleth at my word."—Isa. Ixvi, 
2, " The sacrifices of God are a bro­
ken spirit: a broken and a contrite 
heart, 0 God, thou wilt not despise."— 
Psa. li, 17. " The Lord is nigh unto 
them that are of a broken heart; and 
saveth sueh as be ofa contrite spirit" 
—Psa. x.xxiv, 18. Says Alex.- Cm-
den : " They are of a contrite spirit, 
whose hearts are truly and deeply 
humbled under a sense of their sin and 
guilt, and God's displeasure following 
npon it; whose proud and self-willed 
hearts are subdued, and made obedient 
to God's will, and submissive to his 
providence, being willing to accept of 
reconciliation with God upon any terms. 
This is opposed to the stony heart, that 
is inseijisible of the burden 'of sin, stub­
born and rebellious against God, im­
penitent and incorrigible." 

III . IT IS THK GABMENT OF THE 
CHRISTIAN. The command to every 
child of God is : " Be clotbed with hu­
mility : for God resisteth the proud, 
and giveth grace to the humble."—1 
P e t V, 5. 

1. Humbleness of mind. God says: 
" Woe to them that are wise in their 
own eyes, and prudent in their own 
sight!" "Put on therefore, as the 
elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels 
of mercies, kindness, humbleness of 
mind, meekness, long suffering,"—Col. 
iii, 12. Paul showed forth by his life 
and writings a noble example of this 
quality—" Serving the Lord with all 
humility of mind."—-Acts xx. 17-27. 
In like manner, how humbly ought 
every child of God to live! How low 
at the foot of the cross! In other 
words, "Glory alone in the cross of 
Christ;" seeing that by him alone who 
died on the tree, was he reconciled to 
God and received all tbe grace he pos­
sesses—knowledge and everything else 
included. The true child of God has 
nothing in himself lo glory in, save his 
infirmities, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon him, 2 Cor. xii, 9, 10, 
It is becoming, yea, necessary, that 
we thus exult in our infirmities; that 
is, think how weak we are; how 
little we know; how much we fall 
short of glorifying God; what num­
berless infirmities we are encompassed 
with—all brought upon us by sin. 
These sbould ever humble us and keep 
us in remembrance ofthe pit of pollu­
tion from which we have been dug; and 
remind us that it is only through the 
grace of God that we shall ever reach 
heaven. 

The peacock becomes very proud 
when it gets its eyes off its feet and 
begins to view its beautiful plumage; 
but as soon as it looks down at its 
ugly feet, its pride all drops. So when 
Satan comes, telling us what we know, 
how bright our intellect i?, what we are 
throught of, what wonderful things wo 
have done, and of how much use we 
are to the cause of God—we must look 
down at our feet and say: " Get thee 
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behind me, SaUn, for I am what I am 
by the grace of God alone. 0 ! you 
fiend of hell, keep your fiery darts at 
home; for through the blood of the 
Lamb I have conquered the sin of 
prido and self-imporlanco that ruined 
you ; and, by the grace of i-iod, shall 
not suffer mysulf to become entangled 
again with the yoko of bondage." Wo 
musl cry out with a fervent spirit: " 0 
God, give me perfect hatred of pride, 
and arrogancy, and tbe evil way, as 
thou dost hale il! Save mo from do­
ing anylliiog from such a base motive ; 
0 save me from falling into the con-
domnation of the devil. Enable me, 
O God, to give thee thine own glory; 
for thou hast said, ' My glory will 1 
not give unto another.' O Father! 
thou knowest I am only what thou in 
mercy hast made me. Thou didst find 
me in sin, and only through thy Son 
am I saved—am I anything. 0 save 
me from Ihinjcing anything of myself; 
but give me humility. Give me grace 
to think soberly, and lo live with an 
eye single to thy glory. 0 help me to 
live uuto thee alone, for Jesus' sake. 
Amen." 

Vv'hen the sin of pride, self-impor 
tance, vain-glory, or robbing God of 
hisglory, by attributing anything to 
oar own wisdom that was directly from 
him, and only ihrough him, has had 
the least possession of our hearts, thai 
sin must be repented of as most hein­
ous iu. the sight of God; and every­
thing that has called forth such a 
spirit, must be strictly avoided, 
with a constant prayer to God lo keep 
us from being lified up, calling upon 
him to witness our weakness, and give 
us victory over i t Such a frame of 
soul and mind will beget in us, 

2. Teachableness—which quality is 
necessary for every child of God to 
possess. (I) In order to learn of the 
Lord. " The meek will he guide in 
judgment: and the meek will he teach 
bis way."—Ps. xxv, 9. He does not 
say, " tho proud will he teach his way," 
or " guide in judgment;" for " God 
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace 

unto the humble." (2) In order to re­
ceive instruction or reproof from others, 
God is sometimes pleased lo uso in­
struments to teach us his ways. It 
may be a child. Those who have trne 
humility, and are iu earnest to please 
God and get to heaven, will gladly re­
ceive reproof or instruction from a 
child, or from any one—black or white. 

3, Meekness cf appearance. This 
will be a natural consequence with 
those whose hearts are really changed, 
if they walk in the light as God is in 
the light It is really essential that 
outwardly we have the characteristics 
of the heavenly light within—tbat wo 
be liko Jesus. First, The carriage of" 
the whole person should be an emblem 
of meeknes.'!—the actions, looks, overy-
thing, should tell for God, " A proud 
look (or haughty eyes), are an abomina­
tion lo the Lord ;" and he says, " Him 
that hath a high look and a proud heart 
will I not suffer;" and again, " but will 
bring down high looks." Nothing may 
be done whore pride is at the bottom 
of i t All gbrying is done away with 
in the cross; all living for self; all 
vain pomp and show ; all living for the 
approbation of others, to please others, 
to make a show in the world; all is 
done away in the cross, whereby the 
world is crucified to us and we to the 
worid. Henceforth the soul lives unto 
God, Second, Soul and body are his 
glorious image. The body is presented 
as well as the soul on tbe cross, ''a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable nnto 
God, whicb is your reasonable service.'' 
Henceforth we may no more deck it 
off to please the eye of man ; we way 
no more go into sin and extravagance. 
The adorning of the body must be after 
God's order. It is objected by the 
world, and by those who "profess that 
they know God; but in works deny 
hini ;" that the adorning of the body 
does not affect the heart But they 
aro not^fit judges, God's word must 
be the standard, " Tothe law and the 
testimony: if ihey speak not accord--
ing lo this word, it is because there is 
no light (or, uo morning) in them. — 
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Isa, viii, 20, Costly array is a direct 
Ihiit of covetousness, pride, living for 
self, show, and the approbation of tbe 
worid. Mat vi. 24-3 t. It shows that 
we are not crucified with Christ, that 
we are not living for God. It plainly 
bespeaks the form ofgodliness spoken of 
in 2 Tim. iii, 1-5, which is so fashion­
able Dow-a-days, We cannot knowing­
ly foster the fruit of pride on the out­
side and be pure within, God's word 
plainly declares: " I f any man teach, 
otherwise, and consent not to whole 
some words, even the words of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine 
which is according to godliness; he is 
proud knowing nothing, but doting about 
questions and strifes of words, wheieof 
cometh envy, strife, railings, evil sur­
misings, perverse disputings of men of 
corrupt minds, and destitute of the 
tmth, supposing that gain is godliness: 
from such withdraw thyself."—1 Tim. 
vi, 3-5, 

Those who pass lightly by God's 
precious word and justify themselves 
in following the fashions of the day, 
and in "putting'on gold, and pearls, 
and costly array," which God so faith­
fully warns us against (Isa, iii, 16-24 ; 
Mat vi, 24-34; 1 Tim. ii, 9, 10 ;" 1 Pe t 
iii, 3, 4), are not in earnest to please 
God on earth or to get to heaven. 
They are treasuring up unto them­
selves " wrath against the day of 
wrath and revelation of the righteous 
jadgment of God; who will render to 
every man according to his deeds." 
These do not tremble at God's word, 
as he says such as he will hear and 
save, do; but are men and women 
"destitute of thetruth," who "wrest 
the Scriptures to theirown destruction" 
—builders upon the sand ; and unless 
they repent, one day tbeir house shall 
fall, and great will be tbe fall of i t -
Mat vii, 21-29, Men and women are 
alike guilty. Speaking to the latter, 
the Apostle says: "Whose adorning 
let it not be that outward adorning of 
plaiting ihe hair, and of wearing of 
gold, or of putting on of apparel; but 
let it be the hidden man of the heart, 1 

in that whieh is not corruptible, even 
the ornament of a meek and quii t 
spirit, which is in the sight of God of 
great price." Dear reader, would you 
not rather have "the ornament of a 
meek and quiet spirit, which is in the 
sight of God of great price," than to be 
decked off with all the attire the world 
could afford, and be an abominaiion to 
him, " Who gave himself for us, that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto himself a peculiar peo­
ple, zealous of good works?" 

4. Usefulness. If we would be of 
any use in the cause of Christ, we must 
be very humble; " I n meekness in-
strucring those' that oppose themselves." 
—2 Tim. ii, 25. In order to do this 
we must " be first partaker of the 
fruits." God cannot use a proud, self-
important instrument While we are 
living for self, or show, or the " friend­
ship of the world," we are the enemies 
of God. Jas. iv, 4. Those only who 
are weaned from the things of time 
and sense, dead to sin, self, and the 
world, will have any interest in souls 
or power with God. In all ages those 
who have had most power with God 
have been those who were " dead in­
deed unto sin, and alive unto God," 
who sought not the honor of the world 
nor their brethren, but were zealous 
for God's glory. We need more spir­
itual fathers and mothers; not hire­
lings, lest they leave the sheep; but 
men and women after God's own 
heart—" full of faith and of the Holy 
Ghost," who, moved by pure love, will 
not shun to " declare the whole counsel 
of God;" and who, like Paul, will 
"tiavail in birth " for precious souls as 
though they were tbeir own children, 
until Christ be formed wiihin them. 

IV. BECAUSE IT IS THE POWEB OF 
THE CHUBCH. This consists in humility. 
In all ages pride has been the ruin cf 
the church. When a church begins to 
say, " I sit a queen, and am no wid­
ow, and sball see no sorrow," just as 
soon God leaves. Tbis is to be guard­
ed against by each individual forming 
the body bebg " clothed with humil-
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ity," and seeking "the honor that com­
eth of God only;" and as a body united 
in the Lord against pride and conform­
ity to the world-=—not lusting after 
honor, riches, intellectuality, or great 
men to give distinction. The fato of 
the church in the past should be a les­
son for us now, and for time to come. 
" For ye see your calling, brethren, 
how that not many wise men after the 
flesh, not many mighty, not many 
noble, are called: but God hath chosen 
the foolish things of the world to con­
found the wise ; and God bath chosen 
the weak things of the world lo con-
lound the mighty ; and base things of 
the world, and things which are de­
spised, hath God chosen, yea, and 
things which are not, to bring to nought 
things that are ; that no fiesh should 
glory in his presence."—1 Cor. i, 

26-29. 
t-^~t • 

LOTE.—Love is a great thing, yea, 
a great and thorough good; by itself 
it makes everything that is heavy, 
light; and it bears evenly all that is 
uneven. Fer it carries a burden which 
is no burden, and makes everything 
that is bitter, sweet and tasteful. The 
noble love of Jesus impels a man to 
do great things, and stirs him up to be 
always longing for what is more per­
fect Love desires to be aloft, and 
will not be kept back by anything low 
and mean. Love desires to be free, 
and estranged from all worldly affec­
tions, that so its inward sight may not 
be hindered; that it ' may not be en­
tangled by any temporary prosperity, 
or by any adversity subdued. Noth­
ing is sweeter than love, nothing more 
courageous, nothing higher, nothing 
wider, nothing more pleasant, nothing 
fuller nor better in heaven and earth; 
because love is born of God, and can­
not rest but in God, above all created 
things, 
\ »-o-« 

—If you would bo pugent be brief; 
for it is with words as with sunbeams 
—the more they are condensed the 
deeper they burn. 

THE HOLY GHOST, 

BY BEV, JOHN FETTERHOrF, 

1st His name and character—Spirit 
of God.—Jer. i, 2, and Mat iii, 16. 
Spirit of our Father,—Mat x, 20; 
xxiii, 2. Spirit of Christ.—1 Pet i, 11. 
Spirit of grace.—Heb. x, 29. Spiritof 
holiness.—Rom. i, 4* of truth.—John 
xiv, 17. The Comforter.—John xvi, 
26. Eternal Spirit—Heb. ix,, U. 
Therefofe he is God. 

Peter said that Ananias lied lo the 
Holy Ghost. He also said that he was 
God., Acts V, 3, 4. Compare Isaiah 
vi, 8, 9, with Acts xxviii, 25, 26, and 
Bxo. xvii, 7, with Heb. iii, 7-13. He 
is the Lord, Jehovah, God. Compare 
Jer. xxxi, 33-34, with Heb. x, 15, 16; 
1 John ii, 27. He has creating power. 
He formed the body of Christ—Mat 
i, 20 ; Luke i, 35 ; Heb. x, 5-6.—rais­
ing him from the dead.—Rom. viii, 11; 
Acts ii, 24. He reproves the world of 
sin.—John xvi, 8. All good, spiritual 
gifts proceed from the Spirit—1 Cor. 
xii, 4-11, and Jas. i, 17. 

2d. He is promised to men. " I wiD 
pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and my 
blessing upon thy off-spring."—Isa. 
xliv, 3 ; Ezek. xi, 19 and xxxvi, 26; 
Joel ii, 28 ; Mat 3, 11, The Lord 
Jesus did renew this promise, John 
xiv, 16, 26; xv, 26 ; xvi, 7, His ii-
reclions and warnings are carefully to 
be attended to, Exod xxiii, 21: Isa. 
Ixiii, 10, To wilfully sin against him 
is fatal.^—Mat xii, 3 i. It is a sin unto 
death..—1 John v, 16, and Heb. x, 26, 
27. To commit this sin, is knowingly, 
wilfully, and inaliciously to ascribe the 
work of the Holy Ghost to the devil, 
Pharisee and Judas-like. 

3d. By tbe Holy Ghost we are 
brought lo Christ. 

Through the preaching of a crucified 
and risen Saviour—like at the day of 
Penteco-st—the Holy Spirit will convict 
of sin. He thus led the very murder­
ers of our Saviour to surrender them­
selves to his service, and be filled with 
the Holy Ghost Acts ii, 48, It is a 
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' Spirit of light "The people that 
! walked in darkness have seen a great 

light"—Isa. ix, 2. It shines into the 
; heart of the sinner, so that the sinner 
can see his wretched condition, being 

• pricked in the heart, he will cry, " What 
shall I do,"—Acts ii, 37, Zech. xii, 

' 10: It is a Spirit of grace, and suppli-
' cation, and bitterness. This is the first 
step toward regeneration. The -sinner 

! that is thus melted and brought to cry 
I witb tbe Philippian jailer, " What must 
I do to be saved " (Acts xvi, 30,)—is 
a person, 

1 4th, To whom the Holy Spirit will 
take of the things of Jesus (that is his 
suffering for sinners, and his atoning 
blood, that cleanseth from all sin), and 

• will show it unto him (John xvi, 14), 
and when the truly penitent gets a 
sight, by faith, ofthe suffering of Christ, 
and claims it by faith, as having bean 
done for him, it will justify him from 
all his guilt (Rom, v, 1), and the bap­
tism of the HolyGhost will fallupon 
him. Acts x, 44 ; xi, 15, 

Some may suppose and say that this 
may take place with us and in us, and 
we not know anything about it This 
is not possible, as we shall see if we 
look at the following facts, • 

A fiery baptism—that which sym-
holises the descent of the Spirit in 
conversion, implies pain, such convic­
tion from sin and dread of hell; such 
self-reproach, and deep remorse, has 
often driven men to the verge of mad­
ness. Fire burns the flesh, penetrates to 
the bone, " Can a man take fire into 
his bosom, and his clothes not be 
barned?'—Prov, vi. 27, If not,- how 
could a soul receive tbe fiery baptism 
of the Holy Ghost and be unconscious 
of it? Fancy not tbat God is a con­
suming fire to sinners only; he is also 
a consuming fire, not to the penitent 
soul, but to their sins, and unholy plea­
sures, and habits, that had bound them 
to the world. If you have never felt 
pain, be assured you have not been 
made free from sin. Nothing short of 
burning out will remove sin; yet, pain­
ful as it may be, throw open your 

bosom for this baptism of flre; what­
ever wounds it inflicts, they shall be 
healed, and you be adopted into the 
family of God, and the spirit of fear 
driven away by the spirit of power 
and of iove, and of a sound mind, (2 
Tim. i, 7,) and you be holy in heart 
Heb. iii, 1, and xii, 14, 

5ih, No person can get in this broth­
erhood without being baptized into it— 
not by water, bnt by the Spirit " For 
by one Spirit are we all baptized into 
one body, whether we be Jew or Gen­
tile ; whether we be bond or free, and 
have been all made to drink into one 
Spirit 1 Cor, xii, 13. 

All that ever were in the true chnrch 
of Jesus Christ, or now are, have been 
baptized into it by the Holy Ghost 
There is but one plan of salvation— 
one way to heaven. Mat vii, 14. 
Therefore, whether we be Jew or 
Gentile, in order to be qualified for-
heaven, we may, and must be, bap­
tized with the Holy Ghost Acts i, 5. 

Through the preaching of Philip, the 
Samaritans believed, and were bap­
tized with water; but this alone did 
not qualify them for heaven. There­
fore, Peter and John prayed for them, 
and laid their hands on them that they 
might receive the Holy Ghost Acts 
viii, 12-17, Some think that to be­
lieve and be baptized is all that is 
needed to be saved, Peter and Johu 
did not think so, or they would have 
said. " You are all right now—you 
need no more;" but they well knew, 
that wiihout the baptism of the Spirit 
they could not be saved; and Paul was. 
ofa like mind. See Acts xix, 1-6. We 
are not only to be baptized with the 
Holy Ghost, but to be filled with i t 
The disciples were filled with i t Acts 
xiii, 52 ; ii, 4 ; iv, 31. Some ten or 
twelve years after this, the Gentiles 
were baptized with i t Acts xv, S ; 
xi, 15. Barnabas was a good man, 
and full of the Holy Ghost Acts xi, 
24. Stephen was full of it, and died 
seeing heaven open. Acts vii, 55. 
This is what is meant to be filled with 
all the fulness of God. Eph. iii, 19. 
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6th. Such are the men that God 
makes choice of to work in his church. 
Acts vi, 3, Some are set apart to the 
ministry of the Gospel, "The Holy 
Ghost said, separate me Barnabas and 
Saul for the work whereunto I have 
called them,"—Acts xiii, 2. 

A man that has not received the 
baptism of tbe Holy Ghost, and is not 
called and sent of God to preach, will 
never effect much in bringing souls to 
Christ A stream will not rise higher 
than its fountain. He may have his 
head -well stored with learning, and 
may shine' before men as a scholar, and 
have the world run after him, and may 
convert them to himself with fine, 
smooth sayings, Jas, iv, 4, But Paul 
says, such are the enemies of the cross 
of Cbrist—Phil, iii, IS, Such judge 
for reward—teach for hire—divine for 
money, yet will they lean upon the 
Lord, and say, is not the Lord among 
us, Mich, iii, 11, Such divines may 
be like a well-finished locomotive— 
beautifully polished ; it has tho wood 
and water, and a train of cars hitched 
to i t ; but there it stands; it has no 
fire to raise steam ; there is no power. 
Give it fire and power and it will 
move. So is that polished, educated 
minister that is destitute of the baptism 
of the Holy Ghost and fire. There is 
no power. Acts i, S, No souls are 
converted to God; no spiritual stir; 
his church does not move heavenward ; 
all spirituality dead. The place.where 
they are assembled not shaken. Acts 
iv, 31. Not so with the true minister, 
that is called of God. His chief book 
and study is the Bible, 2 Tim, iii, 15, 
The great J, Fletcher said : " I sel­
dom look into any "book but the Bible," 
If a man has a good stock of Bible know­
ledge, his heart is filled with the love 
of God, and his soul inflamed with the 
light and heat of the Holy Spirit; that 
man is little concerned to please men. 
" Do I seek to please men ? If I yet 
please men, I should not be the ser­
vant of Christ For I certify you, 
brethren, the Gospel which was 
preached by me was not after man," 

(not from sermon books and man's 
works). "Por I neither received of 
man, neither was I taught it." He did 
not get his qualification to preach at a 
theological school. Gal, i, 10-12. 
" Our sufiSciency is of God, who also 
bas made us able ministers." 2 Cor. 
iii, 5, 6; Eph. iii, 7, and Col, i, 23, 25, 

7th, Such are men of prayer. Acts 
vi, 4. The Holy Ghost influences 
them, what, and how they shall preach, 
" Which things wo also speak, not in 
the words which man's wisdom teaeh­
eth,"—1 Cor, ii, 13, "And my speech, 
and my preaching, was not with enti­
cing words of man's wisdom; bnt in 
demonstration of the Spirit, and of 
power. I came not to you with ex­
cellency of speech or of wisdom, de­
claring unto you the testimony of 
God."—1 Cor. ii, 1, 4. "Not many 
wise men after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble are called 
But of him are ye in Christ Jesus."— 
1 Cor. i, 26-30. The qualification for 
hoaven must come from God. Human 
wisdom may shine before men; but 
divine wisdom shines before God. 
"For God who commands tbe light to 
shine out of darkness, has shined in 
our hearts, to give thelight of tbe know­
ledge of the glory of God, in the face 
of Jesus Christ"—2 Cor. 4, 6. " Bnt 
we havo this treasure in earthen ves­
sels, that the excellency of the potfer 
may be of God and not of us,"—2. Cor, 
iv, 7, Therefore, their preaching did 
not come in word only, but also in 
power, and in the Holy Ghost 1 
Thes, i, 5. 

It is true some of such men may be 
called ignorant, as were the Apostles 
(Acts iv, 13, and see Mat, xi, 25); bnt 
they will effect more in ther cause of 
Christ to save souls, than all the doc­
tors of divinity without the baptism of 
the Holy Ghost Butgive an educated 
man the baptism of the Spirit, then he 
may accomplish more than he that has 
no education. 

—That glory is short which is given 
and received from men. 
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THE CONFLICT. 

BY BEV. A. V, tEOXAEDSON, 

No conflict liko that which is spirit-
ualj and which every child of God is 
called to pass through. This world is 
the great battle-ground where tbe great 
conflict is going on between right and 
wrong, truth and error, light and dark­
ness, heaven and hell, Christ and Be­
lial, In heaven there is no contention, 
no strife, no sorrow, no sickness or 
death, because there is no evil there. 
God is holy, saints are holy. Heaven 
is a holy place, and they all breathe 
the same holy atmosphere, and bask in 
the sunlight of a Saviour reconciled. 

In hell all is wrong. There is no 
principle of right, no contending there 
ofthe right with the wrong; but there 
is strife and " every evil thing," The 
word of God designates tbis as a place 
of "outer darkness," where there is 
"weeping, and wailing, and gnashing 
of teeib." There is the darkness of 
misery, without one particle of happi­
ness ; tbe darkness of despair, withoul 
one ray of hope; the darkness of 
sorro.v, without one glimmer of day. 
The inhabitants of that terrible abode 
delight—if delight were possible—in 
tormenting each other. Oae place is 
called the upper world or heaven, where 
God and the good angels and s-aints 
will dwell. While tho other place is 
called tho lower world, or region of the 
lost, wheie the devil and his angels 
and wicked men will dwell. But in 
this worid—this middle world—is the 
battle field where the contending hosts 
meet in deadly conflict The devil 
and all his hosts are arrayed against 
God and his people, and God's pilgrims 
need to remember this, and think it 
not strange that the legions of dark­
ness should make fearful an'd protract­
ed assaults upon you. What can wo 
do in this conflict without the whole 
armor on ? Paul says : " For we wres­
tle not against flesh and blood ; but 
against principalities, against powers, 
against the rnlere of the darkness of 

this world, against spiritual wickedness 
in high places. Wherefore, take unto 
ypu the whole armor of God, that ye 
may be -able to withstand in the evil 
day, and having done all to stand,"— 
Eph. vi, 12, 13. Pilgrims— 

" See the mighty hosts advancing, 
Satan leading on." 

So in order to counteract his mighty in­
fluence, God's army needs to be 
marshalled on the field of battle. To 
arms ! to arms! ye soldiers of the cross, 
and the final, glorious victory is ours. 

REPENTANCE. — Repentance beforo 
God, is tbe only way to become happy 
in eternity. Our Saviour says, "Ex­
cept ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish."—Luke xiii, 3. He calls all 
men to repent—young and old, rich 
and poor. Peter says, " Repent ye 
therefore, and be converted, that your 
sins may be blotted out, when the lime 
of refreshing shall come from the pre 
sence of the Lord." We must daily 
repent of our sins and seek the forgive­
ness of the Lord Jesus Christ Paul 
writes, " I die daily." So must we die 
daily, that the body of sin may bo de­
stroyed. The Lord sent Jonah to 
preacu repentance to the Ninevites; 
and Ihey repented, and the Lord had 
mercy on them. So also will he have 
mercy on all the children of men who 
call on the name of tbe Lord, Godly 
sorrow worketh repentance; but the 
sorrow .of the world worketh dealh. 
Dear friends—you who live careless 
and unconcerned about your souls' 
salvation, give heed to the cry of thera 
who stand as watchmen on the walls 
of Zion, Repent!—Herald of Truth. 

—A calm sea after a storm, a blue sky 
after a black thunder-cloud, health af­
ter sickness, light after darkness, rest 
after toil, are beautiful things. But noue 
of ihem can give more than a feeble 
idea of the comfort which those enjoy 
who believe in Christ, and have peaco 
with God, It is peace which passeth 
all understanding. 



93 THE EABNEST CHBISTIAN. 

THE LORD'S CARE. 

When so many well-authenticated 
instances of special.divine interposition 
in behalf of those who trust in God are 
already on record, and still constantly 
occurring, why sbould we doubt the 
facts, and in a caviling spirit try to ex­
plain them away, or treat such occur­
rences with indifference ? Do we believe 
GoJ ever made a revelation of himself 
to man, even second-handed ? Do we 
hold sacredly true the angelic interfe­
rence in Daniel's behalf when cast into 
the fierce lion's den ? God is the same 
to-day. Cannot he who closed the lions' 
jaws who would otherwise, in ordinary 
cases, have devoured his prophet, also 
even now shut the mouth of the raven­
ous wolf that would devour an innocent 
child ? Let us " have faith in God." 
(Mark xi., 22.) 

A remarkable case ofthe preserva­
tion of the life of a little twin girl of but 
nine years of age, from the ferocious 
forest wolves, has lately occurred. The 
scene is laid in Plattville, Col.; the par­
ents of the child are named Sutherland; 
and the instance is fully narrated in the 
Denver News of November 29, 1875. 
The child went with her father on a cold 
afternoon to the woods to find the cattle, 
and was told to follow the calves home 
while the father continued the search 
for the cows. She did so, but the 
calves misled her, and very soon she 
became conscious she was lost. Night 
came on, and with it the cold of Novem­
ber and the dreaded wolves. With a 
strange calmness she continued on her 
uncertain way. The next day, Sunday, 
at 10 A. M. she reached, in her wander­
ings the house of John Beebe, near a 
place called Evans, having travelled 

"constantly eighteen hours, and a dis­
tance of not less than twenty - five 
miles. All night the wolves growled 
around her, but harmed her not; neith­
er was she in the least frightened by 
them, although we are far from suppo­
sing Colorado wolves to be harmless as 
kittens. All know that in ordinary ca­
ses fierce packs of bloodthirsty wolves 

would devour a man, and even a horse. 
But this little one was invincible in her 
trusting, simple faith. The narrative 
slates "Shesa id tha t l he wolves kept 
close to her heols and snapped at her 
feet; but her mother told her that if she 
was good, the Lord would always take 
care of her, and she knew the wolves 
would not hurt her, because God 
wouldn't let them!" The child was 
hunted for by a great number of people, ' 
and being found, was restored shortly 
to her parents in perfect health and 
soundness. 

" God wouldn't let them !" Blessed, 
sweet faith! Blessed, believing child! 
And blessed be the mother that 
teaches her children to " be good " and 
trnst in the power of the living God 
" always."—D. T. Taylor. 

NOTHING IS LOST.—The drop that 
mingles with the flood.— the sand 
dropped on the seashore, the word yon 
have spoken—will not be lost Each 
will bave its influence and be felt till 
time shall be no more. Have yea 
ever thought of the effect that might 
be produced by a single word ? Drop 
it pleasantly among a group, and it will 
make a dozen happy, to return to tlieir 
homes lo produce the same effect on a 
hundred perhaps. A bad word may 
arouse the indignation of a whole 
neighborhood ; it may spread like wild-
flre to produce disastrous effects. As 
no word is lost, be careful how you 
speak ; speak right, speak kindly. The 
inflnence you may exert by a life of 
kindness—by kind words, holy words 
dropped among the young and the old 
—is incalculable. It will not cease 
when your bodies lie in tbe grave, bnt 
will be felt, wider and still wider as 
years pass away. Who then will not 
exert himself for the welfare of mil­
lions?— Chriatian Treasury. 

—Severity may be useful to some 
tempers; it somewhat resembles a file, 
disagreeable in its operations; but 
hard metal would be the brighter for it 
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EXTRACTS FROM J. WESLEY. 

The following will show how Mr. 
•Wesley regarded the blessed doctrine 
of holiness: 

Saturday 21.—I visited one who was 
ill in bed; who after having buried 
seven of her family in six months, had 
jnst heard the eighth, her beloved hus­
band, was cast away at sea. I asked, 
"Do not you fret at any of" these 
things ?" She said, with a loving smile 
npon her pale cheek, " Oh, no ! How 
can I fret at anything which is the will 
of God ? Let him take all besides; he 
has given me himself. I love, I praise 
him every moment" Let any that 
doubts of Christian perfection look on 
such a spectacle as this! One in such 
circumstances rejoicing, even now, and 
continually giving thanks. 

24.—A large congregation attended 
at five in the morning, and seemed just 
ripe for the exhortation, "Le t us go 
on nnto perfection." I had, indeed, 
the satisfaction of finding most of the 
believers here athirst for full redemption. 

Saturday 7.—In the evening I spoke 
with those at Manchester, who believ­
ed God had cleansed their hearts. They 
were sixty-three in number—to abont 
sixty of whom I could not find any 
reasonable objection. 

Thursday 12, and the following days, 
I examined the society in Bristol. Still 
I find that the greatest part are in 
peace and love, and none blamable as 
to their outward conversation ; but life, 
power and ••' struggling into God " are 
wanting ; few are agonizing to be alto­
gether Christians. 

Cork.—I found many growing in 
grace, many rejoicing in the pure love 
of God, and many more, who were 
earnestly panting after the whole mind 
thai was in Christ 

Snnday 20.—I found much enlarge­
ment in applying to a numerous con­
gregation the lovely account given by 
St James of " pure and undefiled re­
ligion." In the afternoon I preached 
a funeral sermon for Mary Charlton, an 
Israelite indeed. From the hour that 

she first knew the pardoning love of 
God, she never lost sight of it for a 
nioment Eleven years ago she be­
lieved that God had cleansed her from 
all sin ; and she showed that she had 
not believed in vain, by her holy and 
unblamable conversation. 

W H A T IS WANTED.—The Holy 
Spirit is able to make the word as suc­
cessful now as in the days of the apos­
tles. He can bring in by hundreds 
and thousands as easily as by ones and 
twos. The reason why we are not 
more prosperous is, tbat we have not 
the Holy Spirit with us in might and 
in power, as in early times. If we had 
the Spirit sealing our ministry with 
power, it would signify very little about 
our talent Men might be poor and 
uneducated; their words might be 
broken and ungrammatical; there 
might not be any of the polished periods 
of Hall or the glorious thunders of 
Chalmers; but if the might of the Spirit 
attended them, the humblest evangelist 
would be more successful than the 
most learned of divines or the most 
eloquent of preachers. It is extraor­
dinary grace, not talent, that -wins the 
day. It is extraordinary spiritual 
power, not extraordinary mental power, 
tbat we need. Mental power fills a 
chapel; bnt spiritual power fills the 
church. Mental power may gather a 
congreg-ation ; spiritnal power will save 
souls. We want spiritual power. Oh! 
we know some before whom we shrink 
into nothing as to talent, but who have 
no spiritual power, and when they 
speak they have not the Holy Spirit 
with them ; but we know oihers—sim­
ple hearted, worthy men—who speak 
their country dialect, and who stand 
up to preach in their country place, 
and the Spirit of God clothes every 
word with power. Hearts are broken, 
souls are saved, and sinners are bom 
again. Oh, Spirit of the Living God I 
we want thee. Tbou art the life, the 
soul, tbe source of thy people's suc­
cess. Without thee they can do noth­
ing.—C. II. Spurgeon. 
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PERVERSION OF PROVIDENCE. 

In minds of puny form, whose en­
thusiasm is commonly mingled with 
some degree of abject superstition, the 
doctrine of a particular providence is 
liable to be degraded by habitual as­
sociation witb trivial and sordid solici­
tudes. This or that paltry wish is 
gratified, or vulgar care relieved, " by 
the kindness of Providence;" and 
thanks are rendered for helps, com­
forts, deliverances, of so mean an or­
der, that the respectable language of 
piety is burlesqued by tbe ludicrous 
character ofthe occasion on which it is 
used. The fault in these instances 
does not consist in an error of opinion, 
as if even the most trivial events were 
not, equally with the most consider­
able, under the Divine management; 
but it is a perversion and degradation 
of feeling which allows the mind to be 
occupied with whatever is frivolous, to 
the exclusion of whatever is important 
These petty spirits, who draw hourly 
from the matters of their personal com­
fort or indulgence, so many allusions 
of prayer and praise, are often seen to 
be insensible to motives of a higher 
kind; they bave no perception of the 
relative magnitude of objects; no sense 
of proportion ; and tbey feel little or 
interest in what does not affect them­
selves. We ought, however, to grant 
indulgence to the infirmity ofthe feeble; 
and if the soul be indeed incapable of 
expression, it is better it should be de­
vout in trifles, than not devout at all. 

Yet these small folks have need to 
bo warned of the danger of mistaking 
the gralulations of selfishness for the 
gratitude of piely. 

I t is a rare perfection ofthe intellect-
tual and moral faculties which allows 
all objects, great or small, to be dis­
tinctly perceived, and perceived in 
their relative magnitudes. A sonl of 
this higb finish may be devout on com­
mon occasions without trifling; it will 
gather up the fragments of the divine 
bounty, that " nothing be lost," and 
yet hold its energies and its solicitudes 

free from the embrace of momentous 
cases. If men of expanded intellect, 
and high feeling, and great activity, 
are excused in their neglect of small 
things, this indulgence is founded upon 
a recollection of the contracledness of 
the human mind, even at the best 
The forgetfulness of lesser matters, 
which so often belongs to energy of 
character, is, after all, not a perfection, 
but a weakness ; and a more complete 
expansion of mind, a slill more vigor­
ous pulse of life, would dispel the tor­
por of which such neglects are the 
symptoms. 

Thwarted enthusiasm naturally gen­
erates impious petulance. If we en­
cumber the Providence of God with 
unwarranted expectations, it will be 
difficult not to so murmur under 
disappointment as those who think 
themselves defrauded of their right. 
In truth, amidst the sharpness of sad­
den calamity, or the pressure of con­
tinued adversity, the most sane minds 
are templed lo indulge repinings which 
reason, not less than piely, utterly 
condemns. 

The imputation of defective wisdom, 
or justice, or goodness, lo the Being of 
whom we can form no notion apart 
from the idea of absolute knowledge, 
rectitude, and benevolence, is too ab­
surd lo need a formal refutation; and 
yel how oflen does it survive all the 
rebukes of good sense and religion! 
So egregious an error could not fiud a 
moment's lodgment in the heart, if it 
did not need a surface of adhesion 
where presamption has been torn away. 
The exaggerations of self-love not 
quelled, but rather inflated by an en­
thusiastic piety, inspire feelings of per­
sonal importance so enormous, that 
even the infinitude of the Divine attri­
butes is made to shrink down to tho 
measure of comparison with man. 
Wben^ allusions, such as these, arc 
rent and scattered, how pitiable is the 
conscious destitution and meanness of 
the denuded spirit!—with how cruel a 
shock does it fall back upon its true 
place in the vast system of Providence! 
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THE MAN OP MACEDONIA, 

BY B E T , J A M E S MATHKWS. 

Acta xvi, &-10. 
" 0 for a vision and a voice to lead me. 

To show me plainly wbsre my work 
ahall l i e ! 

Look where I may, fregb liindrances im­
pede me ; 

Vain and unanswered seems my earnest 
cry." 

Hush! unbelieving one! But lor thy 
blindness. 

But for thine own impatience and self-
wiU, 

Thoa wouldst see thy Master's loving 
kindness. 

Who, by these hindrances, is leading still. 

He who of old, through Phrygia and Ga­
latia, 

Led the Apostle Paul, and blessed bim 
tbere ; 

If he forbid to " preach tbe word in Asia," 
IMust have prepared for thee a work 

elsewhere. 

Conrage and patience I Is the Master 
sleeping ? 

Has he no plan, no purposes of love^ 
What though awhile his counsel he is 

keeping ? 
It is maturing in the world above. 

Wait^n the Lord 1 In his right hand be 
hidden^ 

And go not forth in haste to strive 
alone: 

Shun—like a sin!—the tempting work 
" forbidden:" 

God's love for souls, be sure, exceeds 
thine own. 

The Master cares ! Why feel, or seem, 
so lonely ? 

Nothing can interrupt true work for 
God: 

Work may be changed ; it cannot cease, 
if only 

We are resolved to cleave unto the 
Lord. 

None are good works, for thee, but work 
appointed: 

Ask to be filled with knowledge of his 
will. 

Cost what it may! Why Uve a life dis­
jointed ? 

One work thronghout I God's pleasnre 
to fulfil! 

But if, inde.ed, some special work await 
thee. 

Canst thou afibrd this waiting time to 
lose ? 

By each successive task, Qod educates 
tbee; 

What If the iron be too blunt to use ? 

Can walls be builded^with untempered 
mortar ? 

Or fish fae caught in the unmended 
snare? 

Must not the metal pass through fire and 
water. 

If for the battle-field it would prepare 1 

O tbou unpolished shaft! 'Why leave the 
quiver ? 

0 thou blind axe ! What forest canst 
thou hew ? 

Unsharpened sword ! canst thou the op­
pressed deliver ? 

Go back to thine own Maker's foige 
anew. 

Submit thyself to God for preparation ; 
Seek not to teach thy Master and thy 

Lord! 
Call it n o t " zeal." It is a base tsmpta-

tion, 
Satan is pleased when man dictates to 

God. 

Down with thy pride 1 With holy ven-
geaiice trample • 

On each self-flattering fancy that ap­
pears ! 

Did not the Lord himself for our example. 
Lie hid in Nazareth for thirty years ? 

Wait the appointed time for work ap­
pointed. 

Lest by the tempter's wiles thon be en­
snared ; 

Fresh be the oil with which thou art 
anointed; 

Let God prepare thee for the work pre­
pared. 

SMOOTH EVEBY WAVE. 

Smooth every wave this heart within ; 
Let no dark tempest gather here ; 

Calm every ripple, till my sea 
Be, like the polished silver, fair. 

One word of old still'd raging wind. 
And "Peace, be still," subdued the wave; 

Let that dear word again be heard. 
And let the tempest cease to rave. 

Jesu 1 thy word is mighty at;ll, 
Creation knows i t ; let his heart 

Know it in all its grace aud power. 
Till every tumult thence depart. 
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EDITOBIAL. 

I 

BEPENTANCE. 

" We do not preach repentance here," 
said an old-faahioned preacher, on a fash­
ionable campground, devoted to " religion 
and recreation." " Eepentance," he went 
on to say ," implies that somebody has 
been doing something wrong. To insinu­
ate anything of the kind would not be 
considered polite. It must not be done." 

We attended a " holiness camp meet­
ing " about a week. What we heard was, 
for the most part, good. But from begin­
ning to end we did not hear an exhorta­
tion or a sermon upon the nature and 
necessity of repentance. This was passed 
over in silence. 

At most of the popular revivals and 
camp meetings, no stress ia laid upon re­
pentance. Some revivalists ridicule those 
who insist upon repentance as being nec­
essary to the Christian character. Those 
who, taught of the Spirit, begin to confess 
their sins, and plead for mercy, are told to 
" Cast your deadly doing down," and join 
in singing— 

" Jesus paid it aU, 
All the debt I owe, 

Nothing either ;^eat or eniaU 
Remains for me to do," 

Such teaching is pleasing to camal na­
ture. By it thousands are enrolled as 
converts and added to the church, who 
never took the first step towards becoming 
the followers of Jesus Christ, He who 
says he never did anything to repent of is 
in darkness. He does not see himself in 
the light in which God sees him. He ia 
blinded to his true condition. " I f we say 
that we have not • sinned, we make him a 
liar, and his -word is not in us."—1 Jno. i, 
10. To tell a sinner to believe that Jesus 
savea him, before he repents, ia to tell 
him to believe a lie. Such preaching is 
not preaching the Gospel. It is not the 
way the Master taught, " Now after that 
John was put in prison, Jesus came into 
Oalilee, preaching the Gospel of the king­
dom of God, and saying. The time is ful­
filled, and the kingdom of Qod is at hand. 
Bepent ye, and believe the Gospel."—Mark | 

i, 14, 15. This is the true order: 1st, Re.' 
pent; 3d, Believe. This is the way Paul 
says he preached : " I kept back nothing 
that was profitable unto you, but liaze 
showed you, and liave taught you publicly, 
and from house to house, testifying both to 
the Jews and also to the Greeks, repentance 
towardOod, and faitii toward our Lord 
Jesus Christ."—Acta xx, 20, 31. Why, 
then, is repentance " kept back " in the 
popular preaching of the day"? Has it 
ceased to be profitable ? Is it no longer 
necessary * Has the declaration of Christ 
been recalled—" Except ye repent ye sluiU 
all likeivise perish ?"—Luke xiii, 3, This 
urging people to believe in Jesus as their 
Saviour before they repent, is a new doc­
trine. It was not taught by Christ or by 
the Apostles, It is highly dangerous. 
We are warned against it in the most 
solemn manner, " I f tiiere come any unto 
you, and bring not this doctrine, receiu 
him not into your house, neitiier bid him 
God speed : For he tliat biddeth him God 
speed is partaker of his evil deeds."—3 Jno. 
i, 11, The " doctrine " that the Apoatie 
here refers to, is the doctrine ot Christ— 
that is the doctrine which Christ taught. 
We have seen in the passages above 
quoted, that repentance is one of the fun­
damental doctrines which Christ taught. 

Your duty then is plain. You must not 
sustain a preacher who will not preach 
repentance. He may be eloquent and 
popular. Crowds may run after him'. 
He may fill the church. He may multi­
ply converts. But that is not the test. 
His brilliant talents only make him the 
more dangerous. He leads the people 
astray. He may preach Christ iu a cer­
tain sense. He may tell the people that 
they must be saved by Christ and all that. 
Eut if he doea not tell them that there is 
only one way to come to Christ, and that 
is by repentance and faith, and so impress 
it upon their minda that they see it clear­
ly, he ia.but a blind leader of. the blind. 
You must give him no encouragement. 
Ilis ministry is dangeroua. He keeps 
back that which the people greatly need 
to hear. He does not fully preach the 
Gospel of Christ. 
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Not only did the Apostles preach re­
pentance, but it formed the burden of 
the preaching of those men of God 
who left a permanent impression for 
good upon their age. John Wesley, and 
Jonathan Edwards preached repentance in 
the strongest manner, and many turned to 
Ood under their faithful labors, with 
weeping and with mouming for their 
sins. Finney preached with great effect 
the Gojpel of repentance. 

The world never needed such preachers 
more than it does to-day. May God raise 
them up and send them out* " P r a y ye 
therefore the Lord of the harvest to send 
forth laborers into his harvest."—Mat. ix, 
38. 

t - * - t 

WHAT IS BEPENTANCE ? 

To repent is to tarn from the world to 
Qod—from sin to holineaa. It implies, 

1st. SORROW FOR SIN. The Apostle 
says: " For godly sorrow worketh repent­
ance to salvation not to be repented of; but 
tke sorroa of the world worketh death."— 
a Cor. vii, 10. By the sorrow of the World 
ia meant sorrow growing out of worldly 
considerations—such as the loss of posi­
tion, or of reputation, or of property. 
This kind ot Borrow genemlly tends to 
discouragement and to a lower plunge in 
sm. But godly sorrow, ia sorrow because 
of having forfeited the favor of God, and 
incurred his displeasure, and become ex­
posed to everlasting destruction from the 
presence of Ood and the glory of his power. 
—3 Thea. i, 9. Tbis sorrow worketh re­
pentance to salvation. And we are not 
told that any thing else works repentance. 
Is there the slightest probability chat any 
one will really turn from a sin that he is 
not soriy for ? As long as he loves it he 
will hold on to it in his heart, thongh, 
from the force of circumstances, he may, 
for a time, abstain from indulgence. 
When a suitable opportunity presents, 
he will return to it with as great a relish 
as«ver. So that there can be no real re­
pentance without sorrow for sin. The 
teaching, now so popular, which assures 
the sinner that he need not feel bad on 
account of his sins, is unscriptural and 

wrong. It deceives, souls. Saints are not 
made in this easy way. Job cried ou t : 
" "Wherefore I abhor my self and repent in 
'dust and ashes."—Job xiii, G. The Psalms 
abound in penitent expressions. ' [For 
thine arrows stick fast in me, and thy 
hand presseth me sore. There is no sound­
ness in my flesh because of thine anger ; 
neither is there ariy rest in my bones, be. 
cause ofmy sin."—Ps. xxxviii, 3,3, There 
are, in our popular revivals, no expres­
sions of such feelings. Should there be 
any manifestation of deep emotion it is 
promptly suppressed. 

3. CONFESSIOK OF SIK. The Bible lays 
great stress upon this ppint also, " I f we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness."—1 Jno. i, 9, " He 
that covereth his sins shall not prosper; 
but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them 
shall have mercy."—Prov, xxviii, 13. This 
is included in. true repentance. He that 
is really sorry for his sins, will not act aa 
if he felt good on their account. He will 
be ready to confeas them. All sin, is sin 
against Qod, It must be confeaaed to 
God, Sin committed in public or againat 
the public, demands a public confession. 
Sin against our fellow men should be 
confessed to those who have been injured. 
This must be attended with restitution as ' 
far as possible. He who has wrongfully 
taken property from another, may not 
hope for pardon from God while he holds 
on to that which was obtained by his 
wrong-doing. Jesus did not rebuke the 
penitent who said unto the Lord : '.' Be­
hold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to 
the poor : and i f I have taken any thing 
from any man by false accusation, I restore 
him four fold.". Jesus did not tell him 
this is not necessary, but said : " Tliis day 
is salvation come to ihis house."—Lnke xix, 
8, 9. Preachers may tell you that this is 
not necessary. But if you are truly 
awakened, the Spirit w i l work in accor­
dance with the word. You will feel led 
to do this duty. If you promise God that 
you will do it, you may obtain pardon. 
But if, when the opportunity comea for 
making confession and restitution, you 



08 THE EARNEST CHBISTIAN. 

refuse to do it, you will backslide from 
God and fall under condemnation. 

Here L the reason why there are ao 
many weak converts. They do not come 
to Christ in the Goapel way. They are 
deceived. They rast in a partial awaken­
ing. They.do not pass from death unto 
lite. 

Beloved, do you take the Bible way ? 
If you have never repented, thank God 
that it is not yet too late, and repent now. 
It matters not how long you have been a 
member of the church, have the courage 
to get right with God. It may take prop­
erty that ia in your possession, but which 
rightfully belongs to others ; but if so, 
you hold on to it at your peril. It may 
require you to humble youraelf before 
your inferiors; but take the croaa, and 
Jou will receive a blessing that never 
comes but in the path of obedience. 

LOOK TO JESDS.—It matters not in what 
direction you look, difficulties and trials 
are iu the way. Some upon whom you 
depended for help will prove hindrances ; 
othera will be taken from you. Hefuge 
will fail you. Discouragements will come 
in and you will be tempted to think that 
no man cares for your soul. You must 
stop looking around and look unto Jesus. 
As sacrifices to be made come before your 
mind, look to Him who gave himaelf FOR 
VOU. Then you can couut all thinga loaa 
for His sake. As frienda fail, remember 
that He trod.the wine-press alone, and of 
the people there waa none with him. He 
will never foraake you while you are -true 
to Him. 

•-•-• 

CAMP MEETINGS. 

AT EA.HWA.Y, N. J., it rained a good 
deal during the meeting, and in conse­
quence the attendance was comparatively 
small, especially on the Sabbath. But 
Bome were saved, and the children of 
God blessed aud encouraged. The preach­
ing waa close, plain, and many deeided to 
walk in the light. 

AT MAGNOLIA SPRISGS, N . J., we at­

tended a tent meeting. There was much 

interest manifested, and some were con­
verted, and a number, we trust, fully -
sanctified to Qod. 

AT SniiMERFiELD, Noble County, ia 
South-Ea§tern Ohio we attended a very 
excellent camp meeting. There is bat 
one circuit in that section, organized some 
two or three. years since. There were 
fourteen tents, and eight covered wagoaj 
used as tents, on the ground. The attend­
ance was large. We have seldom seen 
the work go deeper than it did here. It is 
in a fertile section of country, bat tobac­
co is its bape. Nearly every farmer raises 
it, and the use of it among men, women, 
and chiliJren, is general. But the raising 
ot it rapidly exhausta the soil, aud really 
impoverishes the country; the use of it 
is injuring the people, especially the 
youth. But many saw that it was not 
merely inexpedient to raise it and use it, 
but morally wrong; and they renounced 
all connection with it fully and forever. 
The people were deeply moved, and seed 
sown which, we trust, will yet yield aa 
abundant harvest. 

AT HOLLAND, in North Western Ohio, 
there was a good attendance. The IiOid 
came with his people, and though we 
were there only the first two days of the 
meeting,it wag plain to see that God woald 
give his people victory, Tha fallow 
ground was broken up, and the people 
drank in the truth. 

AT CLYDE, N , Y , , was one of • the best 

meetings we ever attended. There were 
over thirty tents. From the first, the peo­
ple had a mind to work, and the key-not« 
of victory was struck. At every altar ser­
vice some were forward leeking salvation, 
and sometimes the altar was full. Those 
who came forward generally obtained 
what they sought, and the shout of vic­
tory was often heard. This continued 
till the close of tho meeting, the altar be­
ing filled at the last service. As many aa 
nine or ten lay at on« time prostrate upon 
the gfonnd under the power of God,, It 
was an old-fashioned camp meeting, where 
the people gave themselves fully to God, 
asked for the Holy Ghost, and gave Him 
a cordial welcome wben he came. 

1 
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. COBBESPOKDEKCE. 
DYING TESTIMONY. 

DJIRLIKG STEPHEtJS died of cancer ' in 
Edmeston, Otsego Co., N. Y., July 17th, 
1876, in his seventy-second year. Brother 
tftephens was born and resided in this 
town (except two years) nntil bis death. 
In 1034, he was nnited in marriage to Miss 
KUoda Forbash, Tbey were converted in 
the winter of 1844, under the labora of 
Bev. J. Olney. They joined the M. E. 
Church, and remained membera until 
18C5, when they united with the Free 
Methodist Church of this place, of which 
Brother Stephens has ever since been a 
consistent, faithful and esteemed member. 

His suifering was lingering ahd severe, 
especially the last few months; but he 
was patient and triumphant, saying: 
" Good is the will of the Lord," At one 
time he looked up with a heavenly smile, 
and with hia little Btrength, slowly re­
peated : 

" Thy saints in all this glorious war. 
Shall conquer, thongh they die; 

They see the triumph from afar. 
By faith they bring it nigh." 

When the last momenta came with our 
dear brother, he was not permitted to 
epeak ; but looking up to his companion, 
he tried to say something, but could only 
give the last kind good-bye look, closed 
his eyes, like one going asleep, ceased 
breathing without a struggle, and passed 
away so gently. There seemed a bright, 
seraphic gleam playing over his features, 
and a heavenly calm settled upon hia 
countenance, which continued long after 
the spirit had fled to be " forever with the 
L)rd." 

WILLIAM COOPER died at Buffalo, N. 
Y., June 25th, 1876, ot congestion of the 
lungs, in the seventy-second year of his 
age. He was born in England and had 
lived in this country forty-four years. He 
was the sou ot pious parents, and to their 
example and prayers he often alluded 
with expressions of devout thankfulness. 
In the twenty-first year of hia age, the 
iJtath of his lather led him to think seri­

ously of the interests of his soul. It was 
not long till he knew that God, for Christ's 
sake, had forgiven him all his sins. At 
the time of his conversion, the Wesleyan 
church of England was favored with the 
labors of Adam Clarke, Jabez Bunting, 
Bobert Newton, William Dawson, and 
others distinguished for piety and elo­
quence. It was his privilege to hear 
them, and he would apeak ot the pleasure 
and pront he experienced from their min­
istrations. He was married at Leicester, 
England, in 1830, to Grace Clark, who 
survives him. 

He came to Buffalo in the fall of 1859, 
which haa been his permanent abiding 
place since that period. For some years 
he has been associated with his son in the 
marble buainess. 

In the first service of the Free Metho­
dists, which he attended soon after he 
came to Buffalo, Bev. B. T. Boberts 
preached from Hom. xiv, 17. He was 
blessed under the sermon, and having 
found in the Free Methodists a congenial 
people, he united and continued in chnrch 
relationship with ns until the close of his 
life. For seven successive terms he held 
the office of steward, and was also a mem­
ber of the board of trustees. 

The first serious illness of his life was 
the one that terminated fatally. During 
his sickness, he was calm, peaceful and 
resigned. His mind lieing perfectly clear, 
he derived much comfort from the visits 
and prayers of Christian friends. The 
day before his death, he received the sa­
crament of the Lord's Supper. It was a 
memorable occasion to those who partici­
pated with him in the solemn service. He 
requested to have the hymn sung— 

'' I love thy kingdom. Lord— 
The houae of thine abode." 

Brother Cooper, in his apparel and man­
ner of living, was an example of plainness. 
His life was characterized by industry, 
frugality, and generosity. He was re­
markably free from bigotry, and recog­
nized good wherever he found it. We 
believe he lived and died at peace with 
all men. He left a companion, one son 
and four grand-children, for whose salva-
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tion he felt much interest, and offered 
many prayers. May they be answered 
in the saLatiou of their souls. 

G. W. J. 

LOVE FEAST. 

ELIZA DnxxiNO.—I am trusting in God. 
I find that salvation is something that 
yonng people can enjoy. Glory to God ! 
Though bnt eighteen years old, I have 
taken a decided stand for God. I have 
enlisted in the army of the Lord, and find 
a great many adventures, 'ou; nothing 
dangerous. Our Captain is King Jesus, 
and he gives us every victory, if we trust 
him. Oh ! how I love Jesus to-day ; he 
has done so much for me; and I love the 
narrow way better and better every day 
I live. Pilgrims, look up and get re­
freshed. 

Miss KATE M . BURROWS.—I am the 

Lord's, soul, body, and spirit, this morn­
ing. Praise hia holy name! Feel the 
cleansing blood applied to my soul. The 
storm rages without; but all is peace 
within. Qlory be to the name of Jesus, 
who gives me a full and free salvation. 

HEV. J. E. BRISTOL.—My soul rejoicas 
in God to-day, and I can say with the 
poet— 

" O love, thon bottomleES abyss ! 
My sing are swallowed up in thee; 

Cover'd is my unrighteousness, 
^or spot of guilt reroains on me: 

While Jesns blood, throngh earth and skies, 
Mercy, free, Iwuudlcsa mercy, cries," 

By the power of grace, I mean to be an 
unimpeachable witneas of the pure religion 
of Jesus before a sinful world. I do 
humbly aspire to he a saint—to walk 
closely with Christ, and fight the good, 
uncompromising fight of faith. Glory be 
to Jesua, I am enabled to apeak the truth, 
keep unspotted from the world, and do a 
clean work for God. May God help me— 
and all who minister at, and worship be­
fore, the altar—from offering strange.fire. 
May God keep us from perjury and blood-
guiltiness. Amen, Holy Ghost! come on 
us. Enlighten, awaken and purify us. 
This is my prayer. It shall be done! 
Glory be to God, Amen. 

MRS. H . E . HAYDBW,—" They that trust 
in the Lord shall be as Mount Zion, which 
caunot be removed, but abideth forever." 
" Commit thy way unto the Lord; ttnst 
alao in him and he shall bripg it to pass." 
The Lord has so filled my heart with bis 
perfect love, that I am led to do the will 
of Jesus. I love all of the Lord's children 
alike, no matter what name they bear. 
This is one of the things that perfect love 
will do for us. It will take away all 
blind zeal and give us a " zeal according 
to knowledge." While it is right and 
best, and our duty to belong to that de­
nomination that we choose ; yet our Chris­
tian love will embrace the entire ciiurch 
of Christ, and we will view the whole 
world as o u r field of labor. When I say 
the church of Christ, I do not mean hypo­
crites ; I mean the real pilgrims, and we 
find a sprinkling of them in nearly all the 
churches. O Lord, wash thy church, and 
purify it, aud make it " whiter than 
snow," we pray thee for Jesus sake. 

ZARA MOOX.—It is about aix montha 

since the Lord, for .Christ's sake, forgave 
all my sins. Praise his name forever! 
I wish to say to his glory, tbat he bu 
cured me ot the appetite for tobacco ; the 
desire for the filthy weed is all gone, I 
praise Qod to day for a full and free sal­
vation. He saves to the uttermost. 

JOSEPH BEBTBM.—I praise God for sal­

vation from all sin, I am all consecrated 
to the Lord fully—given up to follow Him 
in every respect, I find it pays to serve 
God witb the whole heart. I know by 
experience that religion ia a hard thing 
to endure, but a blessed thing to enjnj. 
Praise God, 

E D I T H A. MARSHJUCL.—I am only nine 

years old ; but I have got religion. The 
Lord saved me on the I9th ot June, at the 
Hansom Camp Meeting; and to-day I love 
the Lord with all my heart. 0 how I 
wish that every little girl that reads this 
would get religion. O praise the Lord, I 
love everybody. Pilgrims, pray for me. 


