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In every calling in life, endurance 
enters largely as an element of success. 
The hattie is won by him v,'ho can re
ceive, as well as give, hard blows. 
Many a warrior has gained his laurels 
by wresting victory from apparent de
feat. Some succeed in amassing 
wealth, who made a failure at the be
ginning. Others die poor, who, the 
greater part of their lives, enjoved pros
perity. Many brighl boys who bid fair 
to lead iheir class, remain superfici-al 
scholars all Iheir days; while some 
.wbo seemed dull al first, become emi
nent for their learniEg. It is so in 
spiritual matters. Tbo advantages of 
Saul of Tarsus for becoming a saint 
were not superior lo those of Judas 
Iscariot. The one died in despair by 
his own hand; the other went lo a 
martyr's grave, triumphantly e.xclaim-
iDg. '• / have fought a good fight, I 
have finished my course, Ihave kept the 
faith : Henceforth there is laid up forme 
tl crown of righteousness."—2 Tim. iVj 
I- A good beginning in tho cause of 
Christ is of great advantage; but it 
avails nothing to those who fail to hold 
oat as they began. "But he ihal shall 
endure unio fhe end. the same shull he 
««(?."—Mat. .\-.viv, LS. 

An important part of our Christian 
lite is made up of endurance. There 
is much to be sufiered. as well as done, 
if we would .wear a. victor's crown. 
Quito as many fail through waut of 
endurance as through neglect of duty. 
There are as many stragglers in tho 
march, as cowards in ihe battle. In 
the sermons wc hoar, wo are e-\horted 
to do; in the lessons wo read in the 
Bible, we are taught to endure. If wo 
would gain Heaven, we must endure, 

1, Temptations. So one is exempt 
from temptation. Our Saviour was 
tempted, Satan assailed Him with tho 
most plausible pretexts, in the most 
persistent manner. It is folly for us, 
then, to hope lo escape. Let us get 
all the grace we can ; but we need 
not look for any ripeness of experience 
that wil] enable us to lay aside our de
fensive armor. '-The fiery darts of 
the wicked one' ' will be burled at us, 
and we shall need to take with us al
ways •' the shield of faith." Through 
the avenue of our senses enticements 
will come well calculated to lead lis 
astray. 

JsoT is it possible for us to surround 
ourselves with circumstances so favor
able to piet\- as to secure freedom from 
temptation. It was in the Garden of 
Eden that Adam and Kvo fell. We 
cannot construct a Paradise on earth 
into which Sitan mav not enter. We 
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should not—where it is possible lo 
avoid it—go into the way of tempta-
lion': nor should we imagine that we 
can run away from it, and iind some 
seclusion where it cannot come. We 
should make up our minds never to 
yield—not even in thought—to tempta
tions to do wrong. '- Resist the devil 
and he will Jlee from you."—Jas iv, 7. 
But you cannot run away, or hide 
away, from him. Sland your ground. 
Be firm. Never listen lo a suggestion 
to yield. "Blessed is the man that en
dureth temptation: for when he is tried 
he shall receive the croivn of life, which 
the Lord hath jiromised to ihem ihat 
love him."—Jas. i, 12. 

3. Endure persecutions. If you live 
simply an amiable life, letting oihers 
go nnreproved to perdition, there will 
probably be but little said against you. 
But if you are a follower of Jesus Christ, 
you will be persecuted. It cannoi bo 
otherwise. No amount of heavenly 
wisdom, nd degree of the spirit of self-
sacrifice, can shield you from the en
venomed shafls of malice. They will 
be aimed at you, not only from avowed 
enemies, but from those who should 
stand side by side with 3-ou. Jesus 
came unto his own and his oum received 
him not.—John i, 12. He has warned 
his disciples that they must e.xpect sim
ilar treatment. Remember the word 
that I have said unio you : The servant 
is not greater ihan his lord. If they 
have persecuted ine, they will also perse
cute you.-Jno. XV. 20. The opposition of 
sin to holiness is not of that mild nature 
that will permit them lo exist together 
in peace. If you are truly holy, tlie 
spirit of sin will arise against you 
wherever you go. Do not think il hard. 
Take it patiently. Make no complaints. 

Bear it for Jesus' sake. Donot blame 
yourself, as if a greater measure of 
prudence would have screened you. 
The Apostle declares, Yea, and all 
that will live godly in Christ ./esus 
shall suffer persecution.—2 Tim. iii, 12. 
You may as well accept this as a truth, 
and set your face to endure persecu
tion, whether it comes from your family, 
from formal professors, or from the 
world. Tlje crown is won by endu
rance. If you give up because of oppo
sition, no matter how fierce, you prove 
yourself unworthy of eternal life. 

3. Endure chastening. God requires 
unlimited, cheerful obedience. The 
human will is strong. We love lo havo 
our own way. The lesson of entire 
submission to God's will, is a hard ono 
lo be learned. Generally, a great deal 
of discipline is needed to bring about 
this necessary result. God chastens 
us for our profit, that we may be par
takers of his holiness. Heb. xii, 10. 
We must endure it in a spirit of sub
mission. We must, at auy cost, of pri
vation or of suffering, habitually yield 
ourselves up to God, He must be the 
supreme object of our affection. His 
will must be our law. 

4. Endure afiiictions.—Through faith 
we may receive many blessings and 
mercies from our Heavenly Father, 
but we are nowhere promised immunity 
from afflictions. They will come in an 
unlooked for manner, al an unlooked 
for time. We must, through much tri
bulation, enter into the Kingdom of God. 
There is nothing in the Bible, so dark, 
so mysterious, so utterly beyond our 
comprehension as the afflictive provi
dences of God, "Where we cannot un-. 
derstand. we can submit; where wo can
not see how to approve, we can adore. 
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In short, if wo would go through to 
Heaven, we must seek the grace that 
will enable us to bear, as well as lo do, 

* Our motives will be misunderstood, 
our actions misrepresented, our plans 
thwarted, and our hopes cut off, until 
we find that our capacity to endure is 
tested to the utmost. 

We must seo God's hand ,in every 
thing. It is when wo aro tempted to 
think that God has left affairs to drifl 
with the current that discouragement 
comes in. Never had mortal more lo 
bear than Moses, but he endured as 
seeing him who is invisible.—Heb, xi, 
27, A want of endurance is a want 
of grace. It m-ay bo had. Wo can 
go through. Love hcarelh all things ; 
endureth all things—I Cor. xiii, 7. Let 
ns not rest until it is shed abroad in 
our hearts by tho Holy Ghost given 
unto us. 

A CBUEL L.VW.—And now observe 
the cruelty which a license law involves. 
Ponder its provisions: Li([uor shall 
uot bo sold lo a drunken man. The 
runi-scller can make as many drunk
ards as ho ple-ases. Tho law author
izes him to do this ; and when he has ef
fected the dearest thing in tlie traffic, it 
bids him halt and turn his attention to 
another sober man and proceed as fast 
as he can lo render him a drunkard too, 
and so on indefinitely. Tho law implies 
that it is quito harmless lo convert se
ller husbands, fathers and sons into 
drunkards 

—Look into the life and lumper of 
Christ described and illusti-ated in the 
Gospel, and search whether you can 
find anything like it iu your own life. 
Have you anyth'mg ot his humanity, 
meekness, and bsnevoleiice lo men ? 
Anything of his purity and wisdom, his 
contempt of the world, his patience,, his 
fortitude, hts zeal •;* 

THE FIRST STEP, 

I believe there aro many persons 
who have real desires for salvation, but 
know not what steps lo take, or where 
to begin. Their consciences aro awak
ened; their feelings are excited; their 
understandings are enlightened; they 
would like to alter and become true 
Christians. But thoy do not know 
what should be their first stop. 

Eeader, if this bo the stato of your 
soul, let me offer you some advice. I 
will show you where to begin, I will 
tell you what step you ought to take, 
and may take this very day. 

In every journey thero must be a 
first step. Thero must be a change 
from sitting still to moving forward. 
Tho journeyings of Israel from Egypt 
to Canaan were long and wearisome. 
Forty years passed away beforo Ihey 
crossed the Jordan, Yot there was 
some ono who moved first when they 
marched from Eamoses to Succoth. 
Whon does a man really take his first 
step in coming out from sin and the 
world ? He does it tho day when lie 
first prays with his heart. 

In every buildin.g iho first stone 
musl bo laid, and the first blow must 
be struck. The ark was ono hundred 
and twenty years ia buildin.g; yet 
there was a day when Noah laid his 
axo to llio Drsl troo he cut down to 
form it. The temple ofSolomon was a 
glorious buildiug; but thero was a day 
when Uie first huge stono was laid at 
lire foot of Mount Moriali, Wheu does 
the buildiD,g of ibo Spirit really begin 
lo appear in a mans heart ? It begins, 
so far as wo can judge, when ho first 
pours out his heart to God in prayer. 

If you desire salvation, and want to 
know what lo do. I ad vise you to go 
this very day to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
in the first private place you can lind, 
and entreat him in prayer to save your 
soul. 

Tell him you have heard that he re
ceives sinners, and has said, '• Him 
thai cometh unto me I will in no wise 
cast out," Tell him that you aro a 
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poor, vile sinner, and that you come lo 
liiin ou the faith [of his own invitation. 
Tell liim you put yourself wholly and 
entirely iu his hands ;,lliai you feel 
vile, and helpless, and hopeless in 
yourself; and that, except ho saves 
you. yoa have no hope to bo saved at 
all. Beseech him to deliver you from 
liie guilt, tho power, and ilie couse-
iiueuccs of sin. Beseech him to par
don you, and wash you, in his owu 
blood. Beseech him lo give you a new 
heart, and plant lhe Holy Spirit in 
your soul. Beseech him lo give you 
grace, and faiih, and will, and power lo 
bo ills disciple and servantf'rom this 
day for ever. Oh, go this very day, 
and tell these things to llie Lord Jesus 
Christ, if you aro really in earnest 
about your soul. 

Toll him in your own way and your 
own words. If a doctor camo lo see 
you when sick, you could tell him 
where you fell pain. If your soul feels 
its disease indeed, you can surely find 
somelbing to leli Christ. 

Doubi not his willingness to save 
yon. because you aro a sinner. It is 
Chrisl's olTico lo save sinners. Ho 
says of himself. •• I cauie not to call 
tho ri.alileous, but sinners to repent
ance,"—Luke v, cl2. 

Wail not because you fool uu-
wortliy. Wait for notliing. Wait for 
noliody. Wailing comes from the evil 
ouo. Just as you are. go to Christ. 
Tho worse you are. the more need you 
have to apply to him. You will never 
mend yourself by staying away. 

Fear not beeause your prayer is stam-
ineriug, your words feeble, and your 
language poor. Jesus can uuderstand 
you. Just as a mother uuderstands 
the first babblings of her infant, so does 
liie blessed Saviour understand sinners. 
l ie can read a sign, and see a meaning 
in a groan. 

Despair not because you do not get 
aa answer i-.nmcdiate!y. Whilo you 
are speaking, Jesus is listening. If he 
delays au answer, it is only for wise 
reasons, and to try if you are iu earn
est. Pray on, and the answer will 

surely come. Though it tarry, wait 
fer it. It will surelj' come at last. 

Oh, reader, if you havo any desire 
to be saved, remember tho advice I 
have given you. Act upon it honestly 
and hearlih'. and you shall be saved. 

Do not say you kuow not how to 
pray. Prayer is the simplest act in all 
religion. It is simply speaking to 
God. It needs neither learning, nor 
wisdom, nor book-knowledge lo begin it. 
Il needs nothing but heart aud will. 
The weakest•inlaul can crv when he is 
hungry. The poorest beggar can hold 
out his hand for an alms, and does not 
wail to find fine words. The most ig
norant man will find something to say 
to God, if he has onlj"- a mind. 

Do not sny you havo no convenient 
place lo pray in. Any man can find 
a place private enough, if he is dis
posed. Our Lord prayed on a moun
tain ; Peter on the house-lop ; Isaac in 
the field ; Nathaniel under the iig-tree ; 
Jonah iu tbo whale's belly. Any pl-ace 
may become a closet, au oratory, and a 
Bethel, and be to us the presence of 
God. 

Do not say you have no time. There 
is plenty of lime, if men will only em
ploy it. Time may be slwrt; but lime 
is alwavs long enough fbr prayer. Dan
iel had all the affairs ofa kingdom ou 
his hands, and yet he prayed three 
limes a day, David was ruler over a 
mighty nation, and yet he says, •• Even 
lug and morning aud at noon will I 
pray."—Psa. Iv. 17, When lime is 
really wanted, time can ahvaj-s be 
found. 

Reader, salvation is very near you. 
Do not lose heaven for waul of asicing. 
Go this dav, and lake the first step.— 
Ryle. 

.—Observe, reader, slothful servants, 
who do nothing with respect to the pr.r-
pose of their being sent into tho world; 
nothing lo answer the end of their birth 
and baptism; who are no way service
able to the glory of God. or the good of 
others, will be reckoned with as un
profitable servants,—Mat xxv, 30, 
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LIGHT .AND LIFK. 

liV A C S T I X Q. nAGIill.M.VX. 

Abundance of light is necessary to 
right growth and development. A plant 
in a dark cellar grows blanched and 
sickly, because no quickening rays can 
reach it—kissing il to brightness and 
making it strong. But the heavy clus
ters of ripening grapes on.the sunny 
killsido-grow plump and purple in the 
clear, shining light. Not alone for 
plants is liglit needed; the human 
body cannot bo kept in perfect health 
without it. Observation has shof--n 
that the sick, kept in heavily shaded 
rooms, recover with moro difliculty 
than those in bright, sunny apartments. 

There is a natural body, and theio is 
a spiritual body. As the natural body 
iiuist have light, so must the spiritual. 
The dim recesses of unsunned worldli
ness are bad for the soul. The heart 
must keep out of the dark places of 
sin. shun tbe secret coverts of unclean 
deeds, and leave low. selfish devices, 
and dwel! in the open light of trutii and 
justice and puritj-, else it will wither, 
sicken and docav. He wlio does a 
questionable thin.g and trios to •• keep 
it dark.'' hates the light, of investiga
tion and discovery. " Men love dark
ness rather than light, because their 
deeds are evil." "IJut he that doeth 
the trulh cometh to the light." And 
he who loves darkness grows more and 
more wasted, diseased, and debauched 
in soul. But he who w-alks in the light 
grows stronger and purer; the power and 

•saving health of God's anointed are his. 
His spiritual bodv grows more and more 
into the likeness of the perfect man ; 
he draws nearer lo the measure of tho 
fullness of the stature of Christ. He 
is well, every wliit whole. He can 
walk before the cold, critical eyes of 
the world wiihout shame or confusion 
of face, knowiiic; that the light only 
makes •• manifesi his deeds that ihej-
are wrought in God. 

No man can have perfect spiritual 
health uutil he luYiy renounces the evil 

and follows tho good, until lie denies 
himself and follows Christ, bearing his 
cross daily. Too many professing 
Christians live on the north side of tho 
sanctuary, cold, lean, joyless, bloodless 
children, who seem afraid ofthe glorious 
light of God's presence. Others aro iu 
a shadowy thicket of branibly cares of 
the world, where thoy grow dwarfed, 
fretted and unhappy. Still others are 
underneath llic death shade of unused 
or wrongly-used' riches, whoso umbra
geous splendor, enervating pleasures, 
or cankering, idolatrous.love, make them 
slim, efi'ominate, cold, and dead even 
whilo thoy have a name to live. '')h, 
how much ihoso need the u.nob.structcd, 
healing beams ofthe .Sun of Righteous
ness. 

Iiet us iove the light and bate the 
darkness, as becometh the childron of 
the Highest, remembering that Christ 
Jesus our Lord .=aid : " I am the light 
of tho world; he that followeth mo 
shall not walk in darkness, bui shall 
hixvo iho light of life.'' 

— • • - ^ ^ — 

—There are men v/ho aro not consci
ous of e.xorting any influence either Ibr 
good or evil, and who, measuring them
selces hy. themselves, lar to their soul 
the flattering unction that their charac
ter is good, who nevertheless, like the 
upas tree, the atmosphere aronnd 
which is malarious and the shadow of 
which is death, are moral pestilences 
in a comm.unity, and who aro not only 
shamefully misappl_ving and misappro
priating the powers and talents com-' 
milled lo ihom. but arc standing as de
coy lights to lure others to the vortex 
of present and eternal ruin. 

—Iu old days there wore angels who 
camo and took men and led them away 
from the city of destruction. We see 
no -.vhite winged angels now. But yel 
men are led aw.ay from threatening des
truction ; a hand is put into theirs which 
leads them forth toward a calm and 
bright land, so that they look no more 
backward; and the hand may be a little 
hand. 
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PERFECTION, 

ny REV o, n, COMPTOX. 

Whilo artists and mechanics are 
seeking perfection in their several avo
cations ; the word '• perfect" is, to a 
groat e.xtent, ruled out of religion, 
God have mercy on us and save us all 
from lowering the standard! Abraham's 
piety was perfect boibrc God. If this 
word " perfect'' represents something 
practical, then it is sublime indeed; 
imt if soniething bej'oud our re.acb, 
thon it is foolishuoss. There cert-ainly 
must be a practical meaning of an ex
pression tliat is so much used in tho 
word uf God. 

God has always had, in every age of 
the world, persons that havo mot his 
requirements, God has always found 
mou that would ple.ase him. " Enoch 
walked with God and was not, for God 
look him." But before his translation, 
he had this teslimon}- that ho pleased 
God. This also w.as tho case with 
Noah: ho pleased God. Abraham, 
Isimc, and Jacob pleased God. So did 
Job, Elijah, and Daniel, God narrows 
down the way and says : "- Walk be
lore mo and be thou perfect," Thou
sands fail simply because they try lo 
please men as well as God, It is 
written, as il wore by the finger of God 
upon our hearts, that God requires a 
perfect consecration of all our powers 
to him, a perfect faith ; and then if the 
fruits of this perfect consecration and 
perfect faith are manifested in the 
outer life, he looks upon us as perfect 
men and women, and is not ashamed to 
call us such. 

—Man}' Christians are like chestnuts 
—very pleas-ant nut. but enclosed in 
very prickly burs, which need various 
dealings of Nature and her grip of frost 
before the kernel is disclosed. 

—If thou ihinkest that thou under
standest and knowest much; know 
also that there be many things more 
which thou knowest not. 

WESLEY ON THE USE OF 
MONEY. 

In his sermon on Jeremiah viii, 22, 
written in 17S9, in whichhe tries to 
answer tho question, why has Christi
anity done so little in the world, Mr. 
Wesley says: 

" Who regards those solemn words, 
' Lay not up fbr yourselves treasures 
upon the earth'?' Of the three rules, 
which aro laid down on this head, in 
the sermon on the mamraen of unright
eousness, you may find many that ob
serve the first rule, namel}-, gain all 
you can. You may find a few thai 
observe the second, save all you can. 
But how many havo you found, that 
observe tho third rule, give all you 
can ? Have you reason to believe, 
that five hundred of these are to be 
found among fifty thousand Methodists ? 
And yet, nothing can be more plain, 
than that all who observe the first two 
rules, without the third, will be two
fold more the children of hell than ever 
they were before, 

•- 0 that God would enable me once 
more, before I go lienco and am no 
more seen, lo lift up my voice like-a 
trumpet lo those who gain and save 
all they can, but do not give all they 
can ! Ye are the men—some of llie 
chief men—who continually grieve the 
Holy Spirit -of God; and, in a great 
measure, stop his gracious infiuence 
from descending on our assemblies. 
Many of your brethren, beloved of 
God. have not food to eac; they have 
no raiment to put on; they have not a 
place where lo lay their heads. And 
why are they t'nus distressed? Be
cause you impiously, unjustly, and cru
elly detain from them what your Mas
ter and theirs lodges in your hands, on 
purpose lo supply their wants. In the 
name of God. what are you doing ? 
Do you neither fear God, nor regard 
manV Why do you not deal your 
bread to the hungry ? And cover the 
naked with garments ? Have you laid 
out in your own costly apparel what 
would have answered both these in-
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tenlions V Did God command you to 
do it ? Does he commend you for so 
doing? Did he entrust you with his— 
notyour—goods for this end? And 
does he now say, • servant of God. well 
done ?' You well know he does not. 
This idle expense has no approbation 
either from God or your own conscience. 
But, you say, ' You can afford it ?' 0 
be ashamed lo take such miserable non
sense into your mouths. Never more 
utter such stupid cant, such palpable 
absurdity I Can any steward afford lo 
be an arrant knave ? lo waste his lord's 
goods? Can any servant afibrd to lay 
out his master's money, and otherwise 
than his master appoints him ? So far 
from it, that whoever does this ought 
to be excluded from a Christian society. 

" I am distressed. I know not what 
to do. I see what I might have done 
once. I might have said peremptorily 
and expressly, - Here I am: I and my 
Bible. I will not, I dare not vary from 
this book, either in great things or 
small I have no power lo dispense 
with one jot or litle of what is con
tained therein. I am determined to be 
a Bible Christian, not almost, but alto
gether. Who will meet me on this 
ground ? Join me on this, or not al 
all." With regard to dress in particu
lar. I might have been as firm (and I 
now see il would have been far belter) 
as eiiher the people called Quakers or 
the Moravian brethren. I might have 
said, -This is our nianuer of dress, 
which we know is both Scriptural and 
rational. If you join with us, you are 
lo dress as we do ; but you need not 
join us unless you please.' But alas ! 
the time is now past. And what I can 

•do now, I cannoi tell. The Methodists 
grow more and more self indulgent, be
cause they grow rich. Although many 
bf them are still deplorably poor (lell it 
noi in Gath; publish it not in the 
streets of Askelon .')yet many others, 
in tho space of twenty, thirty, or forty 
.years, are twenty, thirty, yea, a hun
dred times richer, than they were when 
they first entered society. And il is 
an observation which admits of few ex

ceptions, that nine in ten of these de
creased in grace, in the same propor
tion as they increased in w^ealth. In
deed, according lo the nalural tenden
cy of riches, we cannot e.xpect it lo be 
otherwise. 

" But how astonishing a thing is this! 
Does it not seem (and yet this cannot 
be) that true. Scriptural Christianity has 
a tendency, in process of lime, to un
dermine and destroy itself? For wher
ever it spreads, it must cause diligence 
and frugality, which, in the nalural 
course of things, beget riches; riches nat
urally beget pride, love ofthe world, and 
every temper that is destructive lo 
Christianity. Now, if there be no way 
to prevent this, Christianity is inconsis
tent with itself, -and, of conseciuence. 
cannot stand—cannot long continue 
among any people; since, wherever it 
generally prevails, it saps its own foun
dation. 

"But, allowing that diligence and 
frugality must produce riches, is there 
no means to hinder riches destroying 
the religion of those that possess them ? 

•• I can see only one possible way; 
find out another who can. Do you 
gain all you can ? Then you must, in 
the nature of things, grow rich. Then 
if you have any desire lo escape the 
damnation of hell, give all ytvi can; 
otherwise I can have no more hope of 
your salvation, than for that of Judas 
Iscariot. 

•• I call God lo record on my soul, 
ihalT advise no more than J practice, 
I do. blessed be God. gain, and save, 
and give all I can. And so I trust in 
God I shall do while the breath of God 
is in my nostrils. But what then ? I 
count all things but loss, for the excel
lency of the knowledge of Jesus my 
Lordl 

—Good Mr. Rogers, the martyr, on 
the morning he was burnt, put on his 
clothes very carelessly, cheerfully say
ing that '-it mattered little how they 
were put on, seeing they were so soon 
to be put off forever," Such should be 
our attachment to all worldly things. 
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STARTLING FACTS. 

Thero are. by the last census, ,'!.'!,-
991,142 native-born citizens in this 
country, and 5,"JG7,229 foreigners. Of 
these. ,•?,00.̂ ,(!74 aro Irish and Ger
mans ; and although constituting only 
about one-eleventh of tho population, 
yet more than one-half of the entire 
liquor business of the country is in 
their hands. Of the ,");>,211 wine and 
liquor dealers in this country, 27,312 
are Irish and Germans, the other 2,J,-
,S90, (1,42:; less than one-half.) are in 
the hands of .•Vmericans and of foreigners 
of other nationalities. Careful observ 
ers will have noticed the fact that it is 
tho very lowest and most ignorant and 
depraved of these foreigners that are 
engaged iu this nefarious business. 
There aro noble men and women who 
come to us from Germany and Ireland, 
who aro not in the liquor business, and 
arc as much opposed lo it as any 
American. But slill the fact remains 
that a majority of liijuor dealers arc 
from those two countries. 

It seems strange that such a small 
number of foreigners, joining with a 
still smaller number of our own people, 
can govern a country like ours with a 
rod of iron. But we must remember 
that many of them are Lawless, and se
cure power by foul and underhand 
means.* Not a few havo served in our 
connty jails, and State's prisons, and 
others break the laws every day of 
their lives. 

Tho Reform Club of Philadelphia, 
have gathered some curious aud start
ling facts in this connection. They 
give the nationality of Ihoso engaged in 
the liijuor traffic of that city; 

Chinamen, 2 ; Jews, 2 ; Italians, IS ; 
.Spaniards, 140; Welsh, IGO; Ameri
cans. 205 ; Africans. 20'); French. 
28'); Scotch, 497; En.glish, 56S ; Ger
mans, 2,179 ; Irish, ,3,041: nationality 
not known, C72; making a total bf 
8,034. 

Of the S.0,34 places where licjuor is 
sold, 3.782 are houses of ill-fiime, 2,460 
of these being kept by feinales, and 

1,32-.̂  by men. Of this number. 3,G9C 
are females ; Americans, 1 ; A fricans, 
3 : Spanish, 3 ; Welsh, 4; English! 
10; Scotch, 10; French, 13; German, 
1,104; Irish, 2,548. 

Of the 8,034 liquor sellers, 2.004 
havo been in different State's prisons 
for longer or sliorler terms; 1,G4G in 
the county prisons ; 1,7G9 in difi'erent 
station-houses, making a total of G,41S; 
leaving a balance only of 1,G16 who 
have been exempt from arrest. 

If these slatemenls are exact, as we 
believe Ihey are, it is a dark picture; 
aud yet these are the men who ccn-
Irol politics, and dictate lo statesmen, 
and divide the spoils of office. 

For every li(|Uor dealer in this coun
try on an average there is a death 
from rum; 53,211 dealers, 53.211 vic
tims every year go down to drunkards' 
graves. So that the man who has 
boen in the business ten years may bc 
supposed to be guilty of ten murders. 

And yet the Finance Board and 
United Stales Centennial Commission 
concede to them the righl to carry on 
their nefarious traffic on the grounds of 
the great Exposition.— Cliristian Wo
man. 

* • » 

—In every sin there is a dark and al
most infinite vista. I t is like an opening 
into a mysterious cavern. Imagination 
dreads dangers and evils, serpents hid
den in the cave, pestilential, poisonous 
atmosphere, concealed dungeons or pit
falls. It is like the entrance into a dense 
wood; we hesitate whother we should 
venture ; We dread tho attack of fierce 
wild be.asts or cruel men, and yet men 
are so little afraid of entering into sin, 
though they know not what it leads to, 
fancying ihey can retrace their steps at^ 
any moment. 

—Gospel ministers should not be too-
hasty and eager to wipe off' every asper
sion that is cast on thera falsely for 
Christ's aake. Dirt on the character (if 
unjustly thrown), like dirt on the 
clothes, should be let alone tor a while 
till it dries, and then it will rub off easily. 
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FRUITION OF HOPE, 

BY MRS. J. K, I ' l ill . lPS, 

" Every man that hatli thirf hope ia him, puri-
licth himf*elf even us he is pure."—1 ,Tohli iii, li. 

Says Webster: -'Hope is a desire 
of some good, with some expectation of 
obtaining the good desired." The above 
passage miglit then read: '-Every 
man that haih this expectation In him," 
etc. The hope here spoken of, is the 
desire and expectation that " when he 
shall appear, we shall be like him." 
Tho result of having such a hope is 
heart purity. If the desire to '• see 
him as he is," be earnest; the effort 
towards purification will be correspond
ingly iu earnest. We must be pure in 
heart if we would see God and live. 

The work of purification musl be ac
complished now, in this life. There is 
no election. If we desire to be like 
him, and to see him as he is, we must 
purify ourselves. If wo honestly pos
sess this desire, we ivill purify our
selves. " If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteous
ness.'' 

Our hearts are temples of God. He 
calls upon us lo purify our hearts. 
Such is the deeeitfulness and wicked
ness of the human heart, thai if left 
alone in our effort's after purity, we 
might well despair. The Lord tells 
us, however, by the mouth of the holy 
prophet, that '-he will sprinkle clean 
water upon us, and cleanse us from all 
our filthiness, and from all our idols, 
and will give ns a new heart and a 
aew spirit." '- There is opened in the 
house of David a fountain for sin and 
all uncleanness. In that fountain we 
may wash and be pure. Though our 
sins he of crimson dye, he will make 
them white as wool." 

What healing, cleansing power there 
is in the Son of God. If, witb faith in 
him we but touch the hem of his gar
ment, w-e shall be made whole. We 
lanst possess the faith which works by 
love and purifies the heart. The world 

must bo forsaken. All the allurements 
of tho flesh must cease lo have any 
power over us. We must have our 
hearts freed from the last vestige of 
inbred sin ; all our passions and appc-
lilos and desires must be subordinated 
to his will. We must be able lo say 
withoul any reservation, " Thy will, 
not mine, be done." Love to God 
must pervade our whole being. Is it 
under such conditions as these we ask 
God to give us his Spirit, and to make 
us jmre ? If the heart bo pure, the 
actions will be likewise. Oh, brother— 
oh. sister, do we possess this hope, that 
whon he shall appear, we shall be like 
him ? If we do, we shall be found 
•- perfecting holiness in the fear of tho 
Lord." We shall be found purifying 
ourselves and looking earnestly for
ward lo the lime when " we shall see 
him as he is," Oh, that the professed 
children of God might possess this 
hope; then the '• strength of Zion 
would -come, the glory of tho Lord 
having risen upon her." Glory to 
God! He wills thatwe may possess 
this hope; that we may be pure ; that 
we may see him as he is. 

Let us gladly yield ourselves to the 
leadings of his Spirit, for only " lhe 
pure in heart shall see God." May 
he lead us, guide us, and direct us in 
the way everlasting. Amen. 

—Do noi think of one falsity as harm
less and another as slight, and another 
as unintended. Cast them all aside. 
They may be slight and accidentiil, but ' 
they are an ugly sool from the smoke 
of the pit. for all that; and it ig belter 
thai our hearts should bo swept clean 
of them, without over care as lo which 
is the largest and blackest. 

—Many words do nut satisfy the sonl; 
but a good life comforteth the mind, 
and a pure conscience giveth great as
surance in the sight of God. 

—How the rich are deceived : Get
ting money, spending it. living in lux
ury, and dying in horror and despair. 
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TO A POPULAR PREACHER. 
[CONCLIJDKD.] 

BY REV. E. P. U. 

" Can two walk together except they be agreed »"' 

DEAR BROTHER : 6. You treat with 
slight disfavor the general conformity 
of church members lo the maxims and 
customs of business and society; bow 
very low to "business men, 'and think 
it highly impertinent lo criticise the 
dress of ladies, and a mark of low 
breeding or envy—hold that we should 
live and dress '• about as the rest do," 
and not be •' singular," 

I condemn the common •• course of 
the world," and hold that it is as im
proper to speak of "the Christian 
world," as of the Christian flesh or the 
Christian devil, I observe that your 
wife and daughters lead the fashions of 
society, and that fashion reporters in 
the sanctuary fix their eyes on them 
first of all. 

I observe also with sorrow, thai your 
sous are proposing money-making as 
'• the chief end of man," 

I am not a favorite with the rich and 
gay world, which is full of the "lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life." 

I hold, indeed, that our first and 
chief aim should be to get the heart 
right with God, and depend upon this 
to regulate the life. I am no legalist, 
I preach the instant pardon and free 
grace of the Gospel, "But how shall 
they that have died unto sin, with 
Christ, live any longer therein ?'' What 
reason have those who live after the 
course of the world, lo suppose that 
Ihey are New .Testament Christians ? 
I hold that the joint idolatry of gold and 
fashion is prevailing with unpreceden
ted sway in tbe world and in the 
church, and that those who •' canuot be 
singular.'' cannot be saved. Rom. xii, 
2; 1 Tim. vi, 9, 10, 17, 18, 19; Jas, 
ii; Isa. iii, 16-26, 

7, Your preaching seems lo me, 
dear brother, lo dwindle often into 
secularities, trifles, and entertainments. 

You advertise; preach ou the current 
sensations—politics, war, the panic, the 
Centennial, the death of public men. 
who, if your creed is true, are gone to 
eternal perdition—or if you come to 
your wits' end, the bouquet on your 
pulpit will serve for a text or a motto. 

I hold that our messages are lo be 
taken from God's holy word; that its 
fundamental doctrines should be bold
ly and repeatedly emphasized; that 
we are solemnly charged with a Ufe 
and dealh message, every time we en
ter thai awful place—the pulpit; that 
secular ends and enlertainmenis are 
foreign lo the sanctuary; that great 
men who live and die in sin should be 
let alone; that the questions of the day 
are usually questions of a day, while 
our themes are for all time and eterni
ty, 1 Cor, ii, 1-5 ; 2 Tim, iv, 1, 2, 

8, In theory you hold to the sepa-
raleness of Church and State, but you 
favor political action in religious bodies, 
ask special favors of the goverament, 
and expect tho speedy conversion of 
the nation, 

I hold practically lo this separate-
ness, because God's word teaches that 
during these Gentile times, the nations 
will not be converted; but they are 
symbolized by wild beasts and a 
doomed image; that since we cannot 
convert them or directly control them, 
all civil alliances are ^injurious to the 
church. If I believed that they were 
rapidly teing converted, however, I 
should favor such alliances. See Dan. 
ii, 36-45 ; John xviii, 36. 

9. You stake the truth of God on 
its prevalence; graduate rewards chiefly 
by success; and hold Iho church re
sponsible for the conversion of the 
world. 

I hold that God never slakes his 
truth on its prevalence in this dispen
sation ; that the reward is for the faith
ful rather than successful servant; 
and that the great commission does not 
hold the church responsible for the 
conversion of any person; that true 
success is -'doing your duty," and t'nat 
the success which you predict iu the 
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world's conversion before his appear
ing, would be the positive refutation of 
the New Testament, Rom, iii, 3; 
Luke xviii, 8 ; Acts xv, 14. 
p. 10, You look with complacency 
iipon the general course of events 
aronnd you, I think that almost 
everything is diff'erent from what it 
should be. You resolve to "always 
look on the sunny side." You say 
that tho truth of God bathes every
thing in morning light. I deny it, and 
affirm that it presents both the bright
est and the blackest picture of the 
world's future ever conceived. You 
despise "long faces," and believe that 
Christians should be jolly, I hold that 
the awful condition of the world may 
well somotinies " mar " the'faco of the 
Christian, like that of ." the man of 
sorrows," 

You believe in multiplied religious 
colebralions, music and flowers in pro
fusion—a perpetual, jubilee, I think 
that the time has not come for these 
things; that we do not "reign as 
kings yet, but are in a state of humilia
tion and widowhood ; that we should 
celebrate and boast less, and pray and 
work more. I will not cheer on the 
world's frolic to perdition by church 
fairs and entertainments. I believe in 

• raising money for lhe Lord only in the 
simple manner which he has prescribed, 
and I condemn all " crooked'' ways. 

I condemn all "glorying in men," 
and all receiving "honor from men; ' 
would reject a " D. D;'' as the Apostles 
rejected the degree of gods at Lyca-
onia; will take an honest vacation when 
health or life fails, when Satan is 
bound, or when be can be persuaded to 
take one, 

11. You are a kind of universal 
optimist; believe in all kinds of pro
gress ; delight lo harangue the people 
npon "the glorious era of progress," 
and "the glorious march of liberal 
idea's around the world,"' whicb heralds 
" the good lime coming," You believe 
that the world is rapidly improving— 
largely by its own resources of natural 
development, and you mean to be " up 

with the limes," You rejoice to invite 
the world to come and behold " this 
Great Babylon which we have built." 

I regard our civilization as " of the 
earth, earthy," and have no confidence 
in it; hold that the masses now are de
luded as in the times of Noah, and the 
decay of the Roman Empire, and that 
this delusion is one element of ruin. 

I admit that we have achieved a 
splendid material and intellectual civili
zation, but that it is an age of gold 
rather than a golden age. Art gilds the 
fascinations of earth, and faith fades be
fore them, " The spirit of the times" is 
not the spirit of Christ, 

The whole prophetic portion of the 
New Testament, my dear brother, ut
terly contradicts your faith and hope, 
as diligent and prayerful study should 
show you. Since Cain built a city, 
world-improving by natural means has 
been a failure. As old Cato could not 
reform the world, so our modern Cato's, 
male and female, cannot. Our worldly-
wise politicians have no power lo arrest 
the in-coming lide of social, commercial 
and civic corruption. The sway of 
Heaven alone can save us. The per
sonal return of the Son of David and 
of God is the pole-star of the churches' 
hope. 

The elect of God have before been 
as the few grape gleanings afler the 
vintage is done, and it may be so 
again. 

12, Finally, you regard superstition 
and tyranny as our greatest peril; 
while I, in the light of Scripture, his
tory and observation, fear unbelie/ and 
lawlessness most. I see the bonds of 
"the faith once delivered unto the 
saints," and of the ethics once prac
ticed by the saints, loosening on every 
hand. "Puritanism" is increasingly 
a term of contempt. " Freedom and 
liberty" are the watchwords. Business 
and pleasnre are yoked together to 
override the decalogue. " The mys
tery of iniquity'' is the mystery of 
-' lawlessness," " anomias." This spir
it, planted in the hot-bed of our high, 
free civilization, may speedily develop 
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the last great anti-Christ, We cast 
out the devil of superstition in the six
teenth century; 'but it has returned 
with seven other devils of rationalism 
worse than tho first, 

I hold that the church, as a visible 
body, has lost its witness-bearing pow
er, and needs reformation from unbelief 
and worldliness now as much as from 
Popery iu the time of Luther. With
oul this reformation or regeneration of 
the'church, we can make but lillie pro
gress against the world. 

An earnest, and a faithful believer, is 
scarcely received by the shallow and 
formal professors of our churches. His 
utterances are oflen treated with con
tempt, or as tho utterances of an un
known tongue. 2 Tim. iii. 1-5 etc. 
2 Pel. iii, 3-4: 2 Thess, ii, 7. 

Now, brother, you cannot call me 
dyspeptic or a disappointed and soured 
man. You credit me with culture, ap
plication and success in the ministry. 
You know I could choose pleasing 
error rather than wholesome truth, send 
away glad congregations, please tbe 
world and make for myself a name and 
a place. But this would be treason 
ag.ainsl God and no charily to the 
world. :\ most diligent and devout 
study of God's word has separated me 
from the world, and a part of the visi
ble church. I meet the crowds. You 
seem lo drift with ihem. Most men 
aro the product of surrounding forces, 
and perhaps few will coniiuue lo main
tain the tremendous faith of universal 
immortality and partial salvation ; but 
it is a sad day for the church when her 
ministers only half believe the truths 
which they are sworn to preach. 

These ditTerences, dear brother, 
many of them are radical and essential, 
" Can two walk together, except they 
be agreed?" Whether the two classes 
in the churches whieh we represent 
can remain long together, or whether 
one shall --go forth without the camp," 
is a question of profound importance. 

—Friends are poor helps in the dy
ing hour. Give me Jesus. 

THINK. 

Reader do you ever lliiuk? You 
have a soul as well as a body. Yoa 
must dio one day. After death conies 
the judgment. Do you ever think? 

'̂ Vant of thought is one simple rea
son why thousands lose their souls for 
ever. They will not consider. Thcj 
will not look forward. They will not 
refiect on their latter end. and the cer
tain-consequences of their present 
ways. And at last thoy find tbey are 
damned for want of thinking. 

Believe me, lhis world is not a 
world iu which wo can do well without 
thinking. Least of all can we do well 
in lhe mailer of our souls. " Don't 
think,'' whispers Satan : he knows that 
an unconverted heart is like a dishonest 
tradesman's books, it will uot bear close 
inspection. '- Consider your ways,'' 
says the word of God—stop and think 
—consider and be wise. 

Well says tho Spanish proverb, 
" Hurry comes of the devil." Just as 
men sometimes marry in haste, and re
pent al leisure, so Ihey make mistakes 
about their souls ia a minute, and then 
suffer for it for years. Just as a bad 
servant docs wrong, and thou says, -'I 
never gave it a thought,' so men run 
into sin. and then say - 1 did not think 
about it—it did not look like sin.'' Not 
look like sin ! What would you have? 

Sin will not come loyou saying, '-I 
am siu:'' it would do little harm if it 
did. Sin always seems "good and 
pleasant and desirable." at the timeof 
commission. O, get wisdom, get dis
cretion. Remember the words of So!-
oman : " Ponder tho paths of thy feet, 
and let thy ways be established."' Prov. 
iv. 26. l l is a wise saving of Lord 
Bacon. " Do nothing rashly. .Stay a 
little, iliat you may make an end the 
sooner." Oh, learn to be thoughtful. 
Learn to consider what you are doing, 
and whither you are going. Take lime 
for calm reflection. Commune with yoar 
own heart, and be slill. Bemember 
my caution. Do not he lost merely for 
wai'it of thought.—Ryle. 
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FLETCHER'S RELIGION. 

BY nAXX.\U rEI.TOX. 

A holy life is never lost. An in
fluence is launched out in tho world, 
wooing the estranged soul lo its true 
fountain of happiness—its God. . 

"When Jlr. Fletcher was able lo 
converse, his fiivorite subject.was, 
-'The promise cf the Father, lhe gift of 
the Holy Ghost,"' including that rich, 
peculiar blessing, of the union with the 
Father and the Son, mentioned in the 
prayer of our Lord, which is recorded 
in the seventeenth chapter of Sl. John. 
Many were the sparks of living fire, 
which occasionally darted forth on this 
beloved theme. " Wo must not bo 
content," said he, " to be ouly cle:insed 
from siu; we musl be filled with the 
Spirit." One asking him, what was lo 
be experienced iu the full accomplish
ment of the promise. ••Oh!'' said he. 
••what shall 1 say ? All the sweetness 
ofthe drawings of the Father ; all the 
love df the Son; all the rich effusions 
of peace and joy in, lhe Holy Ghost, 
.more than can be expressed, are com
prehended here! i'o attain it, the 
Spirit maketh intercession in the soul, 
like a God wrestling with a God." 

"Iu lhe beginning," said he, •" of my 
•spiritual course, I heard the voice of 
i)od, in an articulate, but iuexpressi-
.'ly awful sound, go through my soul in 
those words : ' if any man will be my 
disciple,let him deny himself." " JNIight 
it not here be asked, Do not multi
tudes make shipwreck of faitb, and be
come drowned in the world, simply 
because they will cot deny self, as God 
may require? Al another lirne ho 
says, " 1 was favored like. Moses, wiih 
a supernatural discovery bf the glory 
of God, in an ineffable converse with 
him, face to face, so whether I was in 
the body, or out of the body. I cannot 
tell." • ^ 

The blessed state of his soul con
tinually manifested itself by its over
sowing goodness to all thai came in 
his way; and yet his spirit was so 

deeply impressed with these words: 
"Not as though I had already attained," 
that the vehemence of his desire for a 
fuller manifestation of God, seemed 
sometimes to border upon unhappi
ness. But his ardent soul only felt the 
full impression of those words of tho 
Apostle: "Forgetting the things that 
are behind, and reaching forth unto 
those that aro before ; I press toward 
the mark, for the prize of the high call
ing of God in Christ Jesus."' 

A friend, who called on hi.m, was 
asked what he thought of Mr, Fletcher. 
Ho said, "L went lo see a man that had 
one foot in the grave; but I found a 
man that had one foot in heaven,' 

To a friend ho wrote thus : "' I am 
forbid preaching ; but blessed be God, 
1 am not forbid by my Heavenly Phy
sician, lo pray, believe, and love." This 
is a sweet work, whicii heals, strength
ens, and delights. Oh, be hearty in 
the cause of religion ; be either hot or 
cold. It is a fearful thing lo be luke
warm, and thereby fall into the hands 
of the living God ! Be humbly zeal
ous for your own salvation and for 
God's glory ; and forget not lo care for 
each other's salvation. The case of 
wicked Cain is very common; the 
practice of many, says with that wretch, 
"Am I my brother's keeper?"' Oh, 
pray God to keep you by his mighty 
power, through faith unto salvation; 
keep yourselves in the love of God, 
and keep one another, by e.xample, re
proof, exhortation, encouragement, so
cial prayer, and a faithful use of all the 
moans of grace. Mr. Fletcher missed 
no opportunity of instructing servants 
and children, suiting his discourse, in a 
manner peculiar lo himself, to their ca
pacity or business. Thus he advised 
the cook, lo stir up the fire of Divine 
love in his heart, that ic might burn up 
all the rubbish therein, and raise a 
flame of holy affection ; to which, with 
tbe greatest cordiality, he would sub
join a short prayer. Thus, lo the 
house maid, he said : -'I entreat you to 
sweep every corner of your heart, that 
it may be fit to receive your heavenly 
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guest." When one or another, occasion
ally mentioned any unkind thing, which 
had been said of him or his writings, if 
the person who had said it was named, 
he would stop the speaker immediately, 
and oft'er up the most fervent prayer 
for the person of whom he spoke. 

To a friend, he thus writes : '' Pray, 
what news of the glory? Does the 
glory of the Lord fill the temple—your 
house, your heart ? Ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost; for the 
promise is unto you ; if others despise 
it. slill let us belie-ve and hope. Noth
ing enlarges the heart, and awakeus 
the soul, more than believing, loving 
expectation. Let us wait together, 
until we are all endued with power 
from on high," 

To the guests invited to his mar
riage, he said : " We invite you to our 
wedding ; but the Holy Ghost here in
vites you to the marriage of the Lamb. 
Make yourself ready by being filled 
with the Spirit," 

He would often say, " It is my busi
ness in all events, to hang upon the 
Lord, with a sure trust and confidence, 
that he will order all things in the best 
lime and manner."' 

Indeed, il would be nothing to be a 
believer, nay, in truth, there would be 
no room for faiih, if .everylhicg was 
seen here. But against hope, to be
lieve in hope, to have a full confidence 
in that unseen power, which so mightily 
supports us in all our dangers and dif
ficulties, this is the believing which is 
acceptable to God. 

Not less eminent than his faith was 
bis humility. And this humility was 
60 rooted in him. as lo be moved by 
no affront. He never willingly suf
fered any unkindness shown lo him to 
be mentioned again : and if it was, he 
generally answered : " Oh, let it drop ; 
we will offer it in silence to the Lord," 
And, indeed, the best way of bearing 
crosses is. to consecrate all in silence 
lo God, " From this root of humility 
sprung such a patience, as I wish I 
could either describe or imitate," says 
Mrs, S'letcher. Whatever he be

lieved to be the will of God, he reso
lutely performed, though it were to 
pluck out a right eye, to lay his Isaac 
on the altar. He frequently said, he 
never was happier than when he had 
given away the last penny he had in 
his house. Such was his generosity 
and charity towards the poor and des
titute. He had a peculiar sensibility 
of spirit. Hardly a night passed over, 
but some part of it was spent in groans 
for the souls and bodies committed to 
his care. I t is stated that, more or 
less, he al all times, aud in all places, 
enjoyed communion with God, In 
order lo do this, he was slow of speech, 
and had tho greatest government of his 
words. Indeed, he both acted, and 
spoke, and thought, as under the eye 
of God, In speaking of " full assur
ance of faith,' he says: " B e not dis
couraged on account of thousands who 
stop short of il; il is our own fault if 
we do not attain," It is said of Mr. 
Fletcher, that •- he never mentioned 
the faults of an absent person, unless 
absolute duty required it, and then he 
spoke with the utmost tenderness, ex
tenuating, rather than aggravating. In 
character, he was blameless and harm
less, a son of God, without rebuke, in 
the midst of a crooked and perverse 
generation, shining among them as a 
light in the world." 

There is one more talent—his cour
tesy; it was pure and genuine, with so 
inexpressible a mi-xture of humility, 
love, and respect, 

*'Gracc H-afi in all lii-i tfteps, heaven in his eye, 
In aU his gestures sanctity and love." 

In his last illness, he expressed him
self thus: -- lam filled—most sweetly 
filled!. God is love, God is love! 
love! love ! Oh I for that gust of 
praise ! I want to sound !" 

We may be such as he was. Let 
us tben endeavor to follow him as he 
followed Christ.—/, Wesley s ] " Life oJ 
Fletcher. 

—A good conscience is able lo bear 
very much, and is very cheerful in 
adversities. 
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BUILDING ON THE ROCK. 

BY O, E, .PRATT. 

"We are all builders—builders for 
time and builders for eternity. It mat
ters not what is our station in life, 
whether high or low, rich or poor, 
young or old, wise or ignorant, we are 
nevertheless the architects of our pre
sent and future destinies. 

Every brick mason well knows that 
if a single brick at the foundation be 
inclined, that that error unchecked will 
develop itself throughout the entire 
height of the wall, thus rendering il 
unsafe. 

So, if we as spiritual builders err in 
the formation of character, suffer errors 
10 creep in, those errors, unchecked by 
Divine grace, will grow and develop 
themselves throughout our entire spir
itual structure, and the higher the 
structure is thus insecurely reared, 
the greater will be its fall. The Lord 
help us all to build to the gospel line 
and plummet. 

In the city of R., a few years since, 
two elegant churches were erected, the 
one upon a brick and the other upon a 
stone foundation, and though both lo-
day are lo all appearances equally as 
secnre as magnificent, yet. while the 
foundation of the latter firmly stands, 
that of the former is crumbling back to 
dust, thus rendering it comparatively 
of litttie worth. 

So with our spiritual structure—how
ever grand and imposing il may be lo 
mans outward view, yet unless found
ed upon the rock, it will prove but vain 
and unavaifing. And to build high 
npon such a foundation will only cause 
the fall to be the greater, 

'• Build upon the rock.' Such is the 
Divine command, yet many there are 
who attempt to build some other way. 
There is a class of ••foolish" builders 
who content themselves with building 
not on the rock but simply near the 
rock, and though this may at limes in 
a measure shield the structure from 
wind and wave, yel sooner or later a 

storm and surge will arise that will 
sweep the proud edifice from its inse
cure foundation to desolation and ruin. 
• There is another class of builders 

who attempt to compromise the matter 
by building partly on the rock and 
parily on the sand; but to build on 
such a foundation is equivalent to build
ing wholly on the sand, as the first 
wave that sweeps along is sure to wash 
away that part of the foundation com
posed of sand, leaving the God-and-
mammon-slructure to totter and fall. 

Dear pilgrims, how stands your foun
dation to-day ? Be not content simply 
to build on the rock, but see to it that 
you dig down deep, having the entire 
foundation of your spiritual structure 
thoroughly cemented to the rock 1 
Then, though the storms and waves 
of adversity roll high, and the com
bined powers of earth and hell assail, 
you shall stand as stands the sun 
amid the flying clouds of heaven, 
c»lm and serene, firm and unmoved, 
abiding forever. Do not forget the 
rock that was cleft for you. Build se
curely there. Then through this life, 
as through a never ending eternity, 
your song slill shall be— 

" Rock of ages! cleft for me; 
Let me hide myself in thee.'" 

—-" I have returned hither,"' wrote 
Poster to a friend a few days after the 
departure of his much loved wife, '• bnt 
have an utter repugnance to say, re
turned home. That name is applicable 
no longer."' Dear Christian friend, that 
is exactly how we should feel and 
speak. This world that killed our Be
loved is no home for his much loved 
bride. We must be pilgrims and strang
ers here, until he come to lake us to 
his Father's house. 

—If two angels were sent from 
heaven lo execute > divine command, 
one to conduct an empire, and the 
other to sweep a street in it, they 
would feel no inclination to change 
employment, . 
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. Tho word ••tribulation" is from the 
Latin tribulum, which was'a threshing 
machine used by the Romans to sep
arate the corn from the husks, '' Trib
ulation '' was primarily the act of this 
separation. Now, the word signifies sor
row, distress, trials, which are used in
directly by our kind Father, as a means 
of sepai-aling from us everything of a 
chaff nature. Had it not been for these 
things or trials, some of us would never 
havo found the Saviour. They have 
been the instruments in the hands of 
God. of leading us to tho cleansing 
blood. There is no direct purifying pow
er in troubles and afilictions, but these 
are often tho guides a merciful God 
sends lo lead us to the blood of the ev
erlasting covenant which has power lo 
cleanse and keep us clean. Tribulations 
so far from necessarily driving us from 
God, may be used as a means of grace. 
Two vessels under the same breeze 
aro going in opposite directions, one 
from the port and the other towards it. 
why is this? They havo their sails 
sel differently. Afilictions will not 
drive us from the port if wo have 
our sails set right. Wo can, if we 
will, lake advantage of every adverse 
breeze and make it drive us toward 
Heaven. Paul says' tribulation shall 
not separate us from the love of Christ. 
The devil has not a threshing machine 
powerful enough to injure us. If we 
cleave to Christ, every blow will only 
thresh out more chaff from the soul, 
Jesus said. "Iu the world ye shall iiave 
tribulation, but in me ye shall have 
peace." The saint has ihe decided ad
vantage over tbe worldling. The former 
has tribulation and peace with i t ; the 
latter has tribulation aud iniserr with 
it, Tbe one gels into the furnace with 
grace to triumph ; the other has lo fight 
the flames alone. Threshing loosens lire 
chaff from the wheal; the grace of God 
blows it away. If one blow of the 
threshing machine is not sufficient to 

bring us down where we belong, God 
will let another blow come. If one 
grindstone is not coarse enough lo grind 
us down, God will put us on a coarser 
one to grind off tho rust and dirt, that 
we may be fitted lo enter thai building 
which is to go up withoul the sound of 
a hammer. Bo not discouraged at a lit
tle tribulation. It is through much trib
ulation that we must enter into the 
kingdom of God. Paul reached that state 
of experieiKe when he gloried in tribu
lations also ; and we must do the same. 
We are not to glory in tho fact that 
tribulation comes ; but in the fact that 
when it does como God gives us grace 
to triumph. Paul did not glory in the 
fact that he got into prison; but that 
when he was there, the God who could 
turn a prison into a palace, was wiih 
him. Wc are not fo glory because wc 
gel into the furnace ; but because, when 
we do get there, -• the form of the 
fourth " is with us. 

There is a beautiful flower which gives 
forth very little fragrance till after sun
down, and then it pours its. perfumes on 
the air. The grace of our God isa 
beautiful flower during the sunshine 
of prosperity; but its sweetest fragrance 
is not emitted till after sundown, and 
the night of adversity comes on. The 
beauty and power of salvation are not 
fully seen till il is tested, lill it is. 
brought under fire, till after dark, when 
one wave of trouble quickly succeeds 
another. You may be basking in t'ne 
clear sunshine of prosperity now; it will 
bo sundown bye and bye, and then yon 
will need the grace of God, You will 
then want not the dead, lifeless, artifi
cial flowers from the milliner shop, but 
the living, ever green plant of grace 
from the paradise of God, .St. John, 
whom didst thou see in the city ofthe 
New Jerusalem? "Those which came 
out of great tribulation, and have 
washed their robes, aud made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb."" 

—Who art thou that fearest a mortal 
man ? To-day he is, and to-morrow 
he is not seen. 
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EXPERIENCE. 

BY .7. MARK HARRISON. 

I was born in the village of Shen-
ingtou, Oxfordshire, England, in the 
year 1851. About that time my pa-
routs experienced religion and became 
members of tho Primitive Methodist 
Church; aud as soon as I became old 
enough, I accompanied them to the meet-
ia"s and aiiended tho Sabbath-school. 
From the earliest days of childhood I 
was the subject of religious impressions, 
and being of a serious and reserved 
disposition, 1 was saved from many of 
the evils of bad company. But I was 
a sinner and needed a Saviour, When 
eleven years old I well remember 
God's Spirit strove with me; and I 
longed to become a Christian and start 
lor heaven with ono of my sisters who 
at that time gave her heart to God, 
But I kept my convicUons concealed 
and opened my mind to no one, and 
in a short time I became indifferent, A 
few months after this, in the summer 
of 1SC,3, my sister, above mentioned, 
fell a prey to that fatal [disease, con
sumption, and in a tow weeks passed 
away lo glory. My mother had been 
suffering from the same disease for a 
long lime, and in less than a month af
ler my sister's death, tho messenger 
camo and summouod hor away- and she 
left to be forever with the Lord, I 
promised to meet these loved ones in 
heaven, but did not set out on the 
journey then. In iho fall of 1S64, God 
visited the little cburch and Sabbath-
school with a -gracious rain, and my
heart was softened by the influences of 
the Spirit. As my Sabbath - school 
teacher was scattering the seed one 
Sabbath__ morning, some fell into a ten
der place in my heart and began lo 
grow. I did not resist, but began to 
seek the Lord; but several days passed 
before I found bim to my heart's delight. 
1 prayed and groaned under my heavy 
toad of sin all day while at work in the 
field, and when tho evening came I 
hastened eagerly to the prayer-meeting, 

but had not the courage lo open my 
mouth and ask for what I so much de
sired. And thus night after night I 
carried home my burden, until I was 
afraid I should sink through into hell. 
Finally I summoned courage enough to 
pray ia the prayer-meeting, aud in an 
insVanl the glorious light camo and the 
load was gone. I went home happy 
that night. I never knew how tlie'dis-
tanco was traveled ; I suppose I walked 
though I seemed to fly, my heart was 
so light, 

I was at this time thirteen years of 
age; I know I was freely and fully 
justified, and my heart was changed 
and filled with ^love to my Saviour. 
For a considerable lime I lived a whole
hearted, happy Chrisli^dn,-^bul 1 made 
a mistake, or rather Î sinned, in neg
lecting private prayer. Then I became 
a half-hearted Christiau ; and went inio 
the world to fill up tho vacuum in my 
soul, but the two kinds of joy and 
pleasure would not flow so mingled, 
and I finally became a miserable Chris
tian, or rather a Ibrinal professor, lo 
whom tho cross becatuc irksome and 
tho means of grace odious. 

Whon seventeen years of age I left 
home and did not any longer keep up 
the profession of religion. I did not 
run into the deepest depths of sin; I 
did not swear or drink ; 1 was a total 
abstainer from both of these vices. 
Neither did I run with the multitude lo 
do evil; .but alas ! I wandered fur from 
God. I attended church every .Sab
bath and often felt I was not answering 
the end for which God sent mc into tbo 
world. When I heard a young preach
er, I felt condemned and envied him 
and his position, for I knew well even 
then that God wanted me lo spend my 
life in preaching the Gospel and cilJing 
sinners to repentance. O, that 1 had 
never gone astray ! But 1 cannot re
call those hours misspent or bring back 
those wasted years. 

I never speak of my first religious 
experience as reialod above, unless the 
Lord wants me to do it for the sake of 
oihers, aud this is why I refer lo it uow. 



51 THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN, 

I ;::• 

I desire to praise the Lord for all he 
has ever done for me, and though he 
may havo blotted the days of my first 
lovo l"rom the book of his •.•emcmbranco, 
1 thank him for the experience that is 
now dead, and the lessons it has taught 
me. 

In the spring of 1S73, my youngest 
brother and myself, with some other 
young men, resolved to emigrate to 
Canada, with a view of making our 
fortunes, Tlie evening before we left 
home our friends mel fbr prayer al the 
little P. i t . chapel, and many earnest 
petitions were offered on onr behalf 
and ihey asked until they received 
•• tho evidence of things not seen." 
AVe left next moniiug, and on May 2d,' 
embarked at Liverpool for Canada, 
careless and unconcerned as to our 
spiritual safety. But tho Lord watched 
over us. Wo lauded safely al Quebec; 
and he has since saved those young 
men for whom those earnest prayers 
were offered. In December of the same 
year 1 attended iho Primitive Metho
dist Church at Woodstock, Ontario; 
a Rev. Mr. Clapham preached; the 
subject of discourse was the four lep
rous men al the gate of Samaria—2 
Kings vii, 3. 1. The Spirit made the 
word quick and powerful; I was deep
ly convicted of my lost condition, and 
liko those lepers felt there was only one 
chance of life, aud thai was the mercy 
of Crod. I went forward to tho altar 
and without any reserve, gave up my
self as a prisoner, but he made me his 
child. Praise his name! Tho recollec
tion of that hour even now inspires and 
sends forth from my soul an involunta
ry hallelujah ! I received tho witness 
of the spirit of adoption soon after, and 
found myself once more at the fountain 
drinking iho waters of salvation. They 
had the same laste as when I first 
drank of tiiem in tbo days of my boy
hood, and had lost none of their sweet
ness. 

I t was not long however, before I 
discovered that 1 lacked holiness of 
heart, and I felt I needed more of the 
abiding Spirit lo keep mo from sinning 

and falling back into the world. I 
wanted, not merely a deeper work of 
grace, but a complete and entire sane-
tification. I believed in the doctrine of 
holiness, having been brought up a 
Methodist, and now I wanted to prove 
il by experience, I began lo seek it 
at limes very earnestly, then rested fot 
;i while, believing I should get the bles
sing some lime in the future ; thus I 
would Climb a little way up, and then 
slip down again, sometimes falling into 
condemnation. There was not a single 
person iu the place that professed to 
enjoy perfect iove, so I struggled on 
alone. Every scrap of reading-matter 
ou the subject I eagerly devoured, and 
lhe experience of such meu as Abbott, 
I'̂ letcher, Wesley, Carvosso, Bramwell 
and others, would often drive ms into 
the closet; but I could neither read nor 
pray myself into the land of rest One 
night 1 left the house, determined lo 
pray until I got what I wanted, if it 
should take all night. When I reached 
the place of retirement it was suggest
ed to my mind that I expected it as a 
reward for praying, so I went home al
most discouraged — almost, but not 
quite. I often got blessed during this 
struggle for liberty, but did not make 
mueh real progress, my feet so often 
slipped. I made two grand mistakes 
in seeking—I often said, "now Lord," 
yel was content to wait, and I did not 
in reality, " give myself away," The 
Lord at last sent me help acd guidance; 
Sister Brown, from Michigan, with her 
husband and family, came [and settled 
at Woodstock, Being a possessor of 
the blessing of holiness, she urged us 
on to its attainment. 'A meeting was 
appointed for those who were deter
mined to seek entire sanctification, I 
seemed to lake faith when I heard of 
it, and I said I will bave it, for the 
ti.me is come and I will wail no longer. 
I did not receive the witness at the 
meeting but il came next day. 

This was last November. I had tried 
for two years to reach the attainment 
of holiness, but in vain, I trusted for 
two days, consecrating my all, -'and 



HIDDEN THINGS OF DARKNESS, 55 

wlory came thrilling mysoul," I attended 
class-meeting lhe. next evening after 
tho meeting for holiness, and as soon 
as I entered, the witness of the Spirit 
camo like a direct ray of light into my 
soul, and Ibr tho first time in my Chris
tian expcrionco, 1 shouted "glory bc to 
God!" Tills blessing loosed my tongue 
and I kept on praising God fbr my 
liberty. Then came the cross of con
fession. Under some circumstances it 
would havo been no cross, but iu Iho 
Wesleyan Methodist Church, with 
which I was then connected, were two 
hu.'idred members and not ono profess
ing Iioliness^ and Satan suggested tbat I 
had better say I was greatlj' blessed 
and not go quite so far as to say I was 
sanctified wholly ; but I determitied to 
go the wliole length of my line, and 
plant my foot on the farthest point of 
my possessions, and declare my free
dom. Accordingly tbo next Sabbath 
morning, there being a love feast, I 
told thom what the Lord had done for 
me, aud urged others to go up and pos
sess the good land. Since then I have 
been enabled to say that tbe blood 
cloansolb from all sin, and by the help 
of God I hold on lo an inheritance in 
tho land of per.^ct love, and keep 
my "title clear lo mansions in the skies. 
Through Sister Brown I learned some-
fliiiig of Free Methodism, Until last 
November. I w.is not aware of tho e.x-
istancc of such a people, and as soon 
as the characteristics of the Free Me
thodists wero made known to mc, I said 
"Iam one with Ihem." and as soon as 
arrangements could be made. I came 
over from Canada and joined ihem. I 
found them to be real, genuine Primitive 
Methodists. For tho cause of Christ 
I woald spend and be spent, and then 
go singing and slioutinc home. 

—Tho most convincing argument, 
and most infallible demon'stration. that 
the Scriptures aro indeed the word of 
God. is to feel their enlivening, enlight
ening, and transforming power in our 
hearts. 

HIDDEN THINGS OF D.-VRK-
NESS. 

BY BEV. I,, n. DKXXIS. 

Tho second corning of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, is an event of no ordinary 
magnitude. Whilo it will be joyfnl lo 
the good, it will be a terrible scene ID 
the unprepared. 

" Uuto Ihom that look for him shall 
he appear tbo second time wiihuiit sin 
unto salvation."—Heb. ix, 2!). Bu't 
to those whoso works aro ilio " Hidden 
things of darkness," Christ will como 
" Witb bis miglily angels, in flaniiuj^ 
fire, (akin,£̂  venj^oanc:;."—2 Thes. i, 7, 
S. But the Apostle says: "Jiuli^o 
nothing beforo tlio time, until tlio Lord 
como, who both will bring lo light Iho 
hidden things of darkness, and will 
make manifest llu! counsels of tho 
hearts,'T—1 Cor. iv, .5. Yea, more ! 
Then all deceptions will be uiici/vered, 
and iho fruits ofdai-kness will be mani
fest. 

There are many ungodly men, aud 
many unconverted members of Iho 
church, who would desire the cominp; 
of Christ, if his second mission was 
as his first. But whon they think of 
his bringing to light llie •• hidden things 
of darkness," and making manifest the 
counsels of tbe bearts. then there arc 
efforts of evasion—a vain hoping that 
God is very merciful. Gladly would 
Ihey conceal their midnight deeds of 
darkness, their repeated, covered 
crimes. There is ovidenily a manifest 
UDwillingaess, that "Every man's work 
shall be made manifest: for tho day 
shal! declare it. because it shall bo re
vealed by fire."'—1 Co.̂  iii, 1.'!. 

How astonishingly strange it is, 
when God has been so good, made our 
duties so easy, our moral requirements 
so reasonable, that any one would bo 
unwilling lo do right! and tako bitter 
for sweet, evil for good, darkness for 
light, or hell frr heaven, •• Because 
their deeds were evil,"—John iii, ISj. 
How many such experience daily, hour 
by hour, and almost every minute, the 
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significant expression of the Apostle, 
'• A certain, fearful looking-for of judg
ment and fiery iudignalion, which shall 
devour the adversaries,"—Heb, x, 27. 
" When the Lord Jesus shall bo re
vealed from lieaven with his mighly 
angels, in flaming firo taking ven
geance on them thai know not God."— 
2 Thes. i, 7, S, Then will the " hidden 
things of darkness ;" yc-a, and " the 
hidden things of dishonesty.'" the 
•• walking in craftiness,"' and all '• hand
ling Iho word of God deceitfully,"' be 
at an end, •• by manifestation of lhe 
truth," " to every m-an's conscience in 
tho siglit of God,"' I l is an easy mat
ter lo hide our sins, or cover our crimes 
from morlal eyes, " Bui there is a 
God in heaveii that revealeth secrets.'' 
Dan. ii, 28. l ie that loveth darkness 
more than he does light, God may per
mit strong delubions to be his portion ; 
for Satan works " With all deceivable
ness of unrighteousness iu them that 
perish ; because they received not the 
love of lhe truth, that they might be 
saved."—2 Tlies, ii. 10. 

If men prefer darkness to light, God 
permits ihom lo have their deliberate 
choice. The Egyptians preferred dark
ness, and it was given them lill ihey 
could feei it. So it will bo with every 
free moral agent. Provision h-as 
been made for the salvation of all, as 
•' God hath from the beginning chosen 
you—all—lo salvation ihrough sancti
fication of the Spirit and belief of tho 
truth,''—2 Thes, ii. 13. 

The surroundiugs of Christ's second 
coming will be of unusual interest. 
All will be interested in Christ's next 
coming to eartb. '• The Son of man 
shall como in his glor}-. and all the 
holy angels with him. then sliall he sit 
upon the throne of his glory. Aud 
before him shall be gathered all na
tions."—Mat. XXV, ,"51-32. Hence, the 
good, the true, the pure, and lhe holy. 
will patiently, but anxiously wait •• Un
til the Lord come,"'and " bring to light 

• the bidden things of darkness.'" 

—If thon will be perfect, sell all. 

JOY OP ASSURANCE. 

BY T. P. JAUXAGAN. 

Joy is one fruil of the Spirit. There 
is nothing in religion to make us sor
rowful—all the fruits of lhe Spirit are 
sweet.—Gal. v, 22, 23, If we profess 
religion and have no joy, there is some
thing wrong, " Shall the son of a 
king go mourning all his days? If 
anything ought to- make us happy, 
bright. anS joyous all the while, cer
tainly lo know that our •• calling and 
election" is made sure; lo have God's 
Holy Spirit witness with ours that we 
are his childron, made heirs of God. 
and joint heirs with Christ, " to an in
heritance incorruptible, and undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away,"' ought to 
make us the most happy creatures in 
the universe of God. Just to think 
that our Father, in his infinite love, 
gave his Son (our elder brother), to die 
for our sins, to reconcile us to himself, 
and takes us poor, lost rebels, degrad
ed by sin—takes us from the filth and 
mire of this world, and from our own 
corruptions—forgives -all our past of
fences, gives us the witness, and 
washes and cleanses our hearts by the 
blood of bis own Son ; moulds us ioto 
his image, and makes us meet for hea
ven, ought to so overwhelm us with 
the sense of his love as lo melt onr 
hearts into . one continual stream of 
gratitude and praise. Besides, He is 
not afar off. Oh, no! He and his Son 
dwell in the hearts ot his children—"a 
well of water, springing up into ever
lasting life!"' Glory lo God! He 
dwells in his people! Bless his dear . 
name! Unbelief looks lo lhe lo here's 
and lo there's for Christ; but the child 
of God says : •• His kingdom is in my 
heart—a fountain of righleousness. 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." 
The child of God knows something of 
the Holy Ghost; he is his constant 
Companion and Comforter, as Jesus 
said be should abide with us "even 
unto the end of the world." He guides 
the new born son of heaven into all 
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truth—"rightly dividing the word." 
" The Spirit and the word agree;'' and 
ho keeps the child's eye "on the chart 
of God. that it may not wavei-, nor 
stumble. He leads him lo pray often, 
to "hold fast the form of sound words,'' 
and lo keep the words of the Lord hid 
in his heart, that he may be able with 
his sword to " quench all the fiery-
darts of the wicked." And whea that 
wicked one comes, he finds nothing 
there; for God leads his childron in a 
clean way. He forgives their sins, 
cleanses their hearts, takes away all 
appetite for sin, outside show, and the 
glory and pomp of this world. He 
makes them meek, lowly, and humble, 
Christ is their model. They love lo 
drink in of his nature. He is their 
" all and in all." their "Prophet, Priest, 
and King.'' They love his company. 
It is joyous and glorious. Oh to be 
alone with Christ! Yes, lo go as it 
were with him lo the Mount of Olives 
and hear his sermon. Oh! the soul 
loves lo be with Christ. He never 
tires of us. Praise his name ! Earthly 
friends may prove unfaithful, scoff and 
scorn us, but -' Thou art not like Ihem 
untrue,"' God has " choson the poor 
of this world rich in'̂ faith, and heirs of 
the kingdom which he hath promised 
to them that love him."—James ii. 5, 
He suffers not the sparrows lo fall lo 
the .ground withoul his knowledge, and 
how much |more shall he'lake care of 
you, 0 ye oflittle faith?"'' 

-'Soul, tliou know thy full salvation; 
Rise o'er .sin. and fear, and care: 

Joy to fmd in everj- station 
Something still to do or bear: 

Tliink what Spirit dwells within tliee; 
"Think whatjFather-s smiles are thine; 

Think that Jesus-died'to win ttiee ; 
Child of heaven, canst thou repine ?'• 

" Now the God of hope fill you with 
al! joy and peace in believingTthal yo 
may abound in hope, ihrough the power 
of the Holy Ghost."—Rom. xv, 13. 
Amen. 

THE CHRISTIAN FAMILY. 

BY PROF. CLARK JONES. 

—If God has chosen your way, de
pend upon it, it is the best thai could 
be chosen; it may be rough, but it is 
right ; it may be tedious, but it is safe. 

Our idea of a Christian family is 
such that we hardly expect to seo it 
practically, fully realized. Yet, there 
are some points so essential to such a 
society that we invito the prayerful at
tention of our readers to a few : 

1. Cleanliness. Though this may 
exist withoul grace, yet it is an es.̂ en-
tial condition to a Christian family. 
Mr. Wesley says: " cleanliness is 
next to godliness." Paul says " Hav
ing therefore these promises, dearly 
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from 
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, 
perfecting holiness in the fear cf God." 
2 Cor. vii, 1. This cleanliness may 
refer Isl. to our persons, as these are 
the temples of the Holy .Spirit.—2 Cor, 
iii, 16, 17 and vi, 11. Now we ought 
not lo ask God to make his abode with 
us, unless we do what wo can to cleanse 
the temple and thus prepare the way 
for his coming, 2, Our households 
may be intended, St, Paul, in his let
ter to Titus, speaks of teaching young 
women -• to be discreel, chaste, keep
ers at home.''—Ti. ii, ,5. The pilgrims 
e.xpect their pastors to visit them at 
least once in three months, and they 
sometimes feel hurt if a minister fails 
to do his duty in this regard. We ad-
mil the duly of visiting from house lo 
house, and it should be a delight to do 
so among tbe pilgrims ; but is this al
ways the case ? Does the fault alw.tys 
consist in the cold-he^rtedness of the 
pastor ? Let us look at this question 
a moment. The discipline not only 
makes it the pastor"s duty to visits but 
also " to recommend everywhere de
cency and cleanliness."—Dis. p. 67. 

Are our good p.30ple just as willing 
to have duty performed in this regard 
as in the other? It is sometimes a 
cross to visit certain families, not be
cause they have not elegantly furnished 
parlors, and tables laden with rich vi
ands, but simply because Christian 
cleanliness is wanting. Plain food ia 
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always palatable when nature is in 
need of nourishment, and this is all a 
genuine Christiaii asks at tho home of 
the rich or poor. Bu'l nature does re
volt Irom thai which -is not adapted lo 
satisfy its wants, and we hardly think 
grace should be reciuired to reverse 
this God given law. Physiology leaches 
us not to lake food into the stomach 
when not craved; and tho digestive 
orgins recoil from food where the rules 
of cleanliness are not observed. Ev
ery department of a Christian houso-
luiVl sbould be thp picture of neatness, 
that grace may aoound. 

Sl. Paul exhorts us lo present our 
bodies au " acceptable" sacrifice to 
(joJ.—Hum. xii, 1. But under the 
Mosaic dispensation it was necessary 
thai llie sacrifice bo selected from the 
clean beasts in order to bo received; 
so our bodies and our families and 
houses should be first cleansed and 
then offered to God, The Saviour cer-
t-iinly recommended cleanliness. " But 
tliju, when, thou fastest, anoint lliine 
bead, and wash thy face,"' i. e. present 
a wbolesonre appearance beforo the 
Lord and the people.—Mat. vi, 17, 
It was a custom among the Jews lo 
wash olleii before eating, as seen in 
!\Iark vii, 3, A. The only difliculty 
with iheso Pharisees seems to have 
been lliiU llioy depended upon these 
externals; not ibal thoy were wrong 
iu ihomselvos, aS Jesus plainly shows 
in au address lo them upou another oc
casion, Luke xi, -13. 

2. Government. No family can be 
worthy of iniitalion without Christiau 
discipline. This grace seems to have 
been lhe condition upou which the 
Almighty promised such great blessings 
to Abraham. Aud ibo Lord said. 
" Sball I hide from Abraham that thing 
which I do ; seeing that Abraham shall 
surely become a groat and mighty na
tion, and all the •.iations in the earth 
shall be blessed in him ? For I know 
him. that he will command his children, 
aud bis household after him ; and tbey 
siiall keep tho way of the Lord, to do 
justice aud judgment; th-at tho Lord 

may bring upon Abraham that which 
he hath spoken of him."—Gen. xviii. 
17-19. "Wo- sbould nolico tbat the 
Lord promised lo make Abraham a 
" mighty nation" and bless all nations 
in him, •' for-"' or because he knew ho 
would " commaud" his children and 
household. This we see was Abra
ham's work, not Sarah's, nor that of a 
servant. So we maintain that the 
reins of government in every Christian 
family should bo "iu the bauds of the 
father in preference to any one else, as 
by virtue of God's law, and the lams 
of our land, he is the patriaich of iho 
family; and yet tbis authority must be 
used and not abused. Every Christian 
father is responsible lo God for the 
conduct of his entire liousehold, chil
dren, servants, and hired help; and if 
he lacks wisdom, he may ask of ihe 
Lord and obtain what he needs. "Wo 
aro cortaiu there is no need of children 
being lawless and ungainly ; and if ihe-y 
are such, the responsibility rests upon 
the father as seen iu the case of Eli. 
••- For I h-avc told him that I will judge 
his house for ever for the iniquity 
which he knowolh, because bis sons, 
made themselves vile, and ho restrained 
them not."'—2 Sam. iii, 1.'!, No fatiier 
need say that his children havo bad 
dispositions aud hence tbey cannoi bo 
governed. W e have had such under 
our care for a time, and have been sur
prised lo see the change effected in a 
few months by simple firmness and 
kindness. Childron should never be 
allowed lo slop and parley and (juesliou 
when spoken lo. An army would soon 
be demoralized if tbe soldiers were 
wont lo wail fer tho reason of every 
order given by iho commanding gener
al. The coinmand is '-Children obey 
your parents in the Lord: for lhis is 
i-ight.''^Epb, vi, 1, No other reason 
is needed. Again, thero should be no 
pels in the family. I have often heard 
my father say he knew no difference in 
his children. It was Rebekah and not 
Isaac that mado Jacob the favorite. 
So child ren. should not govern one an
other, as each child possesses equal 
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rights by birth. Such is the case at 
least in our land. They should not be 
suffered to fret and scold nor reply pee
vishly to any, especially lo their parents. 
Tho future destiny of the child depends 
upon tbis training. " Train up a child 
in the way he should go, and when he 
is old, he will not depart from il."— 
Prov. xxii, 6. This government should 
spring from a heart that sympathizes 
with the trials incident lo fallen nature. 
Tho parent's heart should glow with fer-' 
vent afi'ection; and tears of compas
sion should frequently flow down the 
checks, while earnest prayer ascends to 
the throne of grace as the soul and 
body, with all their capabilities, are 
placed upon the altar as a sacrifice lo 
God, O thai there were more such 
feelings as were experienced by Abra
ham as he journeyed along, holding the 
knife in ono hand and Isaac's tender 
hand in the other ! Had we such e.x-
amples of fidelity to God on the part 
of parents, and such meek submission 
on the part of children ; then would we 
see more Isaacs and Wesleys in the 
world. 

3. Order. This is a very import-ant 
point in a Christian home. "Lot all 
things be done deoenily, and in order." 
—1 Cor. xiv, 40. The mother of the' 
Wesleys was very scrupulous about 
this matter, and as a consequence, her 
sons were so also; and hence arose 
Methodism. All this was the result of 
ono mother's untiring efforts in this di
rection. How many souls have been 
saved as a consequence, eternity alone 
can tell. Every child should have 
some task lo perform daily, aud a par
ticular time in which to do it. "To 
every thing there is a.season, and a 
time to every purpose under the sun." 
—Eccl. iii, 1. 

4. Observance of .Sabbath. Our hearts 
are pained as we go from place to place 
and see this day so desecrated, even 
•among good people. Children are al
lowed to run around on the .Sabbath, 
receive company, and visit, play and 
sport, just as though it had never been 
said "Remember the Sabbath day to 

keep it holy."—Ex. xx, .S. Why not 
correct children for Sabbath breaking 
as well as for using profane and ob
scene language ? Did not the light
ning flash, the thuuder roar, the smoke 
ascend, and the mountain quake, as 
well iu token of tho severity of the law 
against Sabbath breaking, as against 
swearing? Admit that it is written: 
Because of swearing tho land mourn
eth," have wo not as strong proof of 
God's di^leasure against Sabbath 
breaking, as seen in tho case of the 
man who gathered slicks on tho .Sab
bath day? See Num. XV, 3'i-36. Ne-
homiali complained bitterly of Judah 
because of desecration of the Sabbath. 
—Neh. xiii, 1 .'')-22. So God has pro
mised great blessings to such .is keep 
his day holy,—Isa. Iviii, 1,'!, 14. What 
avail our family altars, our fervent 
prayer for our children, our entreaties 
to repent, so long as God's piercing 
eye sees this Divine command is tram
pled upon with impunity? If we re
member correctly, it was said of tho 
sainted bishop Hamline, that ho would 
not allow his own grand children to 
como into his lot on tho Sabbath, even 
though Ihey lived on an adjoining lot. 
O for more who have such reverence 

for God's law O how love I Ihv 
law ; it is my meditation all the day.'' 
—Psa. c.xi.v. 97. 

—The sum of a Christian life is simply 
lhe aggregate of the influence exerted 
for Christ and Ilis church. All tho 
work included in that fleeting period 
which is called to-day. and which is all 
the time we shall ever have, is summed 
up in holy living; and holy living is that 
which Paul describes when he says : 
••I am crucified with Christ: neverthe
less I live: yet not 1, but Christ 
liveth in me; and the life which I now 
live in lhe flesh. 1 live by the faith of 
the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave Himself for mo. 

*-̂ -* 
—Labor but now a little, and thou 

shalt find great rest, yea, perpetual joy 
to thy soul. • "•. . . -



CO THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN. 

TO THE OA'ERCOMERS. 

BY NEWMAN CHAMBEBLAIN. 

l.-i :-. 

m 

Pi 

" He that overcometh shall not be 
hurl of the second death." 

Religion is a personal matter. We 
can have all we live for. God tells us 
in his word to bring all our tithes into 
tho storehouse, that ho may open tho 
windows of Heaven and pour us out a 
blessing that there sball not bc room 
enough lo receive it. I liiank God 
that there havo always been .a few 
names in .Sardis that havo not defiled 
their garments, who are lo walk with 
God in white, for they are worthy. 

The time is that wo musl say with 
Joshua, " As for mo and my house, we 
will serve the Lord." The path ofthe 
just is as a shining light, shining more 
and more unto the perfect day; while 
the path of the wicked is as dark
ness, for Ihey know not at what they 
stumble. " He that forsaketh not all 
thai ho hath cannot bo my disciple," 
Religion is ibat pearl of great price, 
which few possess, Tbo growth of the 
holy soul up into God is well described 
by the .\posllo in 2 Cor. iii, IS : " Wo 
all. with open face beholding as in a 
.glass the glory of the Lord, are changed 
into the same imago from glory to 
glory,"' that is. from one resemblance 
of Divine glory lo another. What 
could the Lord sot before us more than 
ho has to induce us to keep his com
mandments that wo may havo right to 
the tree of life, and enter in through 
the gates into the city ? I have often 
admired three great mysteries and 
mercies—God revealed in the flesh ; 
God revealed in the word ; and God 
revealed in the soul. This last is the 
mystery of godliness, which I cannot 
fathom. It is this that the Apostle 
says transcends the sight of our eyes, 
the capacity of our ears, and all the 
faculties of our souls, too. " Eye hath 
not seen, nor the ear beard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, 
the thiugs which God hath prepared fortjf 
Ihem that love him."—2 Cor, ii, 9, 

We can see a little of it by the eye of 
faith, and read about it in the Bible. 

"But what must it bo to bo there." 
Oh. glory to Godl That soul that 
truly lives upon God, does laslo moro 
than it can lell. Yet it can toll this, 
that this is the most noble, excellent, 
glorious life in the world. Wo can 
put tbo utmost confidence in the prom
ises of God. Thero is only one thing 
that is impossible with God, that is— 
he cannot, lie. " Cursed is the man 
that trusteth in man, and maketh fiesh 
his arm. Blessed is the man that 
trusteth in lhe Lord, and whoso hope 
the Lord is."' The Apostle says, ""Wo 
have this treasure in earthen vessels." 

Religion, though it be compared to 
water, is no standing water; but "a 
well of water springing tip."' I praise 
God for a religion thatYwe can feel. 
True religion is a holy fire kindled in 
tbe soul from Heaven. Praise the 
Lord for the holy fire. 

Now, brethren, I would say to you 
all, " Come on, cast off" every weight; 
lake no thought for your life." It is 
God thai makes rich, and it is God that 
makes poor. Above all. lake the shield 
of faith. " Tho just shall live by faith."' 
'' According lo your faith so bo it unto 
you," I am in God, and God in me. 
The iron in the fire, and tho firo in the 
iron. This great God is my God for
ever and ever, oven unto death. Yea, 
though I walk Ihrough the valley of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; 
for thou art with me. Thy rod and 
thy staff tbey comfort me. 

—When flowers aro full of heaven-
descended dews, they always hang their 
heads; but men hold theirs the higher 
the more of the world Ihey receive, 
getting proud as they get full. 

—The full assurance of faith, al
ways attended with the full assurance 
of hope, never fails to be productive of 
perfect fove, even the love that casteth 
out fear. 

file:///posllo


VICTORY OVER DEATH. CI 

VICTORY OVER DEATH, 

BY H. F. HILL. JB. 

How sad, and yet how interesting it 
is to visit lhe burial places of iho dead, 
and behold tho memorials of those who 
once walked the earth with all the flush 
oflife. No more does the ring of their 
voices greet the ear. No longer do their 
eyes sparkle with intelligence. No 
more does their smile gladden the 
hearts of their follow creatures, or their 
frowns or evil deeds add to their sor
rows. No mord do thoir fingers toil in 
the vocations of life, or their feet min
gle in its circles; all is hushed in the 
grave. What a woeful ending to the 
tragedy of life ! O .grave! how many 
dear companions have parted at thy 
threshold ! How thou hast torn them 
asunder with thy ruthless hand ! How 
many times hast thou wrung bitter sor
row from loving hearts ! 0 how many 
precioDs burdens havo been committed 
to thy bosom, more precious than all 
the gold of eartb ! How many ambi-
fions have been quenched in Ihee! 
How many hopes have been buried up 
in thee! How many treasures of the af
fections have been garnered in thy 
vaults ! Surely thou dost swallow up 
all the glory of- earth. 

Our pity overcomes our scorn for the 
lowest of meu, when we behold them 
given over to the grave, 0 what a thing 
is sin, that it should bring such calam
ity npon men. What though the spirit 
of the dead still live ! What though the 
ri.ghteous are in a state of blessedness 
with God ! Is it not slill sad to lay their 
poor bodies in the grave!—bodies 
through which the soul has shone so 
many limes ; bodies which we have han
dled, and caressed, and cared for, and 
loved. Is it not sad lo seo ihem mould-
erback to dust ? Be it far from us lo j 
call back the sainted dead lo the world 
of suffering. To depart and be with ' 
Christ is far better, and yet we cannot j 
bnt mourn over the poor, lost frame. 

How long. O grave ! wilt thou thus 1 
continue to triumph over the bodies of [ 

God's saints ? How long wilt thou con
tinue to gnash thy tee'th on such pre
cious prey ? How long wilt thou contin
ue to demolish those beauteous temples 
of the living God ? I trust not long. Tho 
Almighty hath declared, " I will re
deem them from the power of the grave. 
O grave! I will be thy destruction. " 
The very dust of God's saints is 
precious in • his sight. Ho does not 
forget them in the cold ground, 0 
grave, thou shalt not reign forever; 
Ihou shalt give up thy dead, though 
thou hast hid them in tho depths of the 
sea. God will rend thy bowels and 
cause thee to disgorge that which thou 
hast devoured. God will send an earth
quake into thy bosom, and then where 
will thy victory be ? He will shake his 
jewels from thy grasp in the day that 
he cometh to make them up, and then 
where will Ihy victory be? "Awake and 
siug, ye thai dwell in the dust; for thy 
dew is as the dew of the herbs, and the 
earth shall cast out the dead." Oh! 
what a day that will be when Christ 
shall come with all his saints, and give 
Ihem their glorified boJiesf How their 
immortal bodies will shine as they leap 
forth from the grave, in the image of 
their blessed Lord, no more lo be bent 
with disease or racked with pain. O how 
their hearts will bound with rapture, 
and their faces light up with glory as 
Ihey gaze upon the face cf him thai 
hath loved them and redeemed them 
with his precious blood, while the splen
dors of eternity begin to break upon 
them. Then sliall dealh be "swallowed 
up in victory." 

And 0 grave, thou shalt also give up 
thy wicked dead ; thou shalt not even 
be permitted to triumph over them ; but 
ihey shall all be delivered over to an 
even more terrible a'oiding-place, where 
alas! Ihey shall find rest, no more for
ever ! Then thou wilt open thy ponder
ous and marble jaws no more. 

0 may we be so unspeakably happy 
as to be among that blessed and holy 
company that have part in the first res
urrection, on. whom the second death 
has no power. 
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BE PERFECT. 
Many a man qualified for bis business 

fails for want of capital to carry it ou as 
he thinks it should l>e condacted. If now 
a man of great wealtli sbould steii in and 
say " I am A. T. Stewart—I will be ifour 
friend. Carry on your business right, and 
draw on me for all the funds yon need. 
All the return I will ever ask, will bc 
such as you will feel perfectly able to 
make from time to time." Would not 
such relief be gladly accepted ? Would 
not one thus relieved bo to blame if he 
failed to carry oa bis business in a satis
factory niauuer-? But to each of his 
friends God says, as he said to Abram: 
I am the Almighty Qod ; icalk before me, 
and be thou perfect.—Gen. xvii, i. 

Notice thut the ground of the perfec
tion required is found, not in Abram, but 
in God. He does not tell him what great 
n;nd rare qualities he has by nature, and 
on these base the requirement. God 
does not eay, " "i-ou have manifested great 
faith in me on several occasions; you 
have shown a spirit of obedience,-when 
obedienee implied great sacrifice; aud 
now, by conatant watchfulness and a 
proper training of all your spiritual facul
ties, you may develop into a symmetrical, 
consistent character." Tbere is nothing 
of this kind. God states what He himself 
is, aud, by reason of Hia owu perfections 
he commands Abram to Walk before me, 
and be thou perfect. 

The statement is, I am the Almighty 
Qod. As if h'j had said, " I possess all 
power. My strength ia equal to auy 
emergency. I cannot be overcome." But 
this is not all. The word translated Al
mighty is, in the Hebrew, Shadiiy, from 
shadali—" I diffuse," " I pour out." So 
that the statement implies, not only that 
God has all power, but that he will pour 
upon us all the grace our dispositions and 
our circumstances can possibly demand. 
He is the Sun. The light is free, and we 
may open our eyes and tjike in all we 
need. He is a shield. No matter how 

formidable may be the weapon hurled, it 
cannot reach ua. He is as ready to be
stow the needed help as He is boundless 
in His resources. 

You will also observe that the first part 
of the command is, " Walk before ms." 
This is to have attention at the very out
set. We must set the Lord before us at 
the beginning. To us He must be, wher
ever we are, a God near at hand. We 
must realize His presence. If God is to 
us afar off,, it is in vain that we aim at ex. 
cellency of character or conduct. Failure 
will mark our every step that is taken at 
a distance from God. We must feel as
sured that we have a very present help in 
timeof need, or we shall be discouraged 
at making any strenuous eiforts to attain • 
perfection of the Christian character. 
Here is where wo fail so often. We have 
friends; but thoy are far away. We have 
a Qod ; but there is not time to seek out 
a closet and go to Him in formal prayer. 
All tbis must be changed or we shall con-
tiuuo to resolve and break our resolution. 
Our religious life will be as unsatisfactory 
as ever. God must be more to us. He 
must be all we need. We must take him 
as our Friend, our Counsellor, and our 
Provider. We must look for Him—not in 
Heaven above—not in houses of worship; 
but in our hearts. We must be assured 
that He is with us when we work, and 
when we talk, when we lie down and 
when we rise up. 

With such a sense of God's presence, 
the command. Be thou perfect, will not 
look like an impossible requirement or 
eveu a hard one. We shall aim to obey 
it. There will be down-right sincerity in 
all that we do, and in all that we say. 
The desire to please God will be para
mount to all other desirea. • 

There will be harmony in our character 
and consistency in our conduct. We 
shall not strain at a gnat and swallow a 
camel. We shall have a faith that trusts 
God for temporal mercies as well as spirit
ual blessings. Our love will go out to all 
our fellow beings. It will not be limited 
to those who think as we do, or who en
dorse us in our methods. We shall have 
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these marka of perfection that we love emr 
enemies, aud that we govern our tongues, 

Pe ye therefore perfect, even as your 
Father vhich is in Heaven is perfect.— 
Mat. V, 48. '[ 

YOUR PROPERTY. 
You say you are entirely consecrated to 

God; bnt does this consecration cover 
your property 1 Are your money, your 
lands, your stock, your goods, your books, 
yoar all, fully given to God'! Do you 
really make over the ownership ol all you 
possess to your Divine Master? If not, 
your conseci-atiou amounts to nothing. It 
is wanting in that which is essential. It 
is fatally deficient. It fails to recognize 
the claims of the Lord. It does not come 
up to the devotion of their early disciples. 
Neither said any of them that aught ofthe 
ihings ichich he possessed was his own.—Acts 
iv, 3-3. Consecration to this extent always 
secures the blessing of God. The heart 
thus emptied of self is filled with the 
Spirit. 

If your property is given to God, you 
will use it to His glory. Instead of seeing 
how much you can spend upon yourself, 
you will study to get along with as little 

/ a s possible that you may do good to oth
ers. You will not gratify your tastes and 
your appetites to the ful] extent that the 
means in your possession will allow. If 
a cheaper suit will keep you warm you 
will bay it that you may clothe one who 
otherwise would suflfer, ^Ii a plainer meal 
will enable you to feed one who otherwise 
would go hungry, you will give it the 
preference. You will not only deny your
self that you may give, but yoti will deny 
yourself of the glory of giving. Many 
who profess to follow Jesus bestow their 
mony—not where it may do most good— 
hat where it will secure to themselves the 
greatest amount of -praise. If the cause 
is popular it has their support. They wili 
give thousands to build a splendid churcli 
from which the poor are excluded, and 
preaching supported whicli fails to insist 
npon the conditions of salvation which 
Clirist lays down. But for a free church. 

in which the poor have a right to worship, 
and in which the Gospel is preached in its 
purity, they have—words of encourage, 
ment. You should take as much care in 
investing money for God as 'you do for 
yourself. Do not give where it will min-
ifcter to pride. In giving, as in other mat
ters : Mind not high things but condescend 
to men of low estate. 

If you are wholly consecrated to God, 
you should make an honest effort to have 
your property do good when yon are gone. 
What consistency is there in commending 
your soul to God, and leaving your pro
perty to those who, having no special 
claim upon you, will use it in opposing the 
cause of God. John Stnndish was a brand 
plucked from the burning. He waa far 
gone in sin and twice nearly lest his life 
through the use of strong drink. By the 
miraculous grace.of God he was saved. 
He was kept for many years, lived a hap
py life, was prospered greatly, and died in 
the faith. But in his will he forgot God. 
His companion was gone before him—he 
had no children ; and distant relatives 
who cared nothing for him or for the prin
ciples he loved, divided the property 
among them. You doubtless have known 
cases implying the same principles. 

If you are a child of God, serve him 
with your piopeity. Do not hold on to it 
when God makes a call; if you do, the 
devil will get it in all probability, and 
you will suffer an eternal loss. Use your 
property while yoa are living, as God di
rects. Use it where it will do good and 
not where it will minister to pride and 
extravagance. Make your will. Aak God 
honestly what disposition he would have 
you make of the property He has entrust
ed to your hands. He will direct you if 
you ask aright. Do not put it off until 
you become subject to the control of oth
ers : or as many have done, till death 
comes and cuts off the opportunity. Make 
such disposition of your property that 
when you are dead, yon may still speak in 
behalf of the pure principles of the Oos-

1 pel of Christ. Let your works follow 
you. 
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CHILI SEMINARY. 
The object of this school is to promote 

among the youth, deep piety, sterling prin
ciples and sound education. Thus far ita 
Bucceas has exceeded our most sanguine 
expectations. The next term is to com
mence September 5th. If you have chil
dren to send away to school, you cannot 
do better than to send them here. The 
terms are as low as tliey can be to meet 
current expenses. The board and tuition 
for the school year amounts to about one 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

In building the addition we were ob
liged, in order that the building might not 
receive damage, to push it on further to
wards completion than we had means to 
pay for. We have given for materials had, 
and work done. Bank notes to the amount 
in all, of about twelve hundred dollars. 
These have to be met—the most of them— 
in Auguat, September and October, If you 
have subscribed, do not fail to send on 
your subscription as soon as possible. Put 
yourself to a little inconvenience to save 
UB from a great deal of trouble. 

If you have not subscribed, see if you 
cannot help us in this time of extremity. 
This is God's work, and we ask the chil
dren ot God to help it on according to their 
ability. Do not pnt it off. Act promptly 
and act as Uod would have you. 

N B W SuBScnnjEBS.—Some are being 
sent ua for whioh our friends have our 
hearty thanks. We need more and should 
have them. Will you uot make an efTort 
to send us at least one new subscriber to 
commence with the July number -? Or 
donate it to a friend. Those who give it 
away can have it sent, postage paid, to 
any address you please, in this country 
for one dollar and ten cents. 

T H E EAKNEST CHMSTLUJ is doing good 

wherever it goes, and it ahould have a 
greater circulation. Will you aid us ? 

OuK DUES.—We greatly- need all that 
is due US. Our bills must be paid. It 
takes money to pay them, Wliat we re
ceive comes in small amounts. If you 
owe UB ever so little please forward it 
without delay. 

OUR BOOKS. 
We have on hand about ono hundred 

copies of the History of the Origin of the 
Free Methodist Church, by Dr. Bowen. 
There are in it five steel engravings, worth 
alone nearly the price of the book. The pos
tage on books has been reduced to former 
rates; so we can aSbrd to send them by 
mail. Look over our list, and if there is 
any you want send on your orders. 

LITERARY NOTICE. 

E T B K N A L PtJNISn.MENT; OR, H E L L ASD 

DAMNATION. The Theories of Annihi, 
lation disproved; and the Orthodoi 
Doctrine demonstrated. By the Rev. G. 
H. Humphrey, Pastor of the First Pres
byterian Church of Birmingham, Pitts
burgh, Pa. Rochester, N. Y.: Pah-
lished at the Office of " The Earnest 
Christian," 
In every community tho errors are 

found which thia book so ably refutes. 
They are defended with ability. Who has 
not felt the need of something clear and 
strong on the all-important subject of the 
future destiny of lhe sinner, which he 
could place iu the hands of a friend or 
neighbor •? This book fully meets this 
want. It is the beat compendium on this 
subject with which we are acquainted. 

Send for a copy. For sale at this office. 
Price, paper cover, fifty cents, by mail, 
postage paid. 

C O B B E S P O J Y D E J V C E . 

SPURIOUS CONVERSIONS. 

I was recently called by a noted D. D. 
to fill his pulpit while he was rusticating 
among lhe green hills and trout brooks of 
Vermont, that he might recover his health 
after the hard labors of a sham revival 
campaign, iu which some sixty to eighty 
professed to be saved, and united with the 
various churches. 

I was entertained by a prominent lady, 
who was one of the hopeful converts. Ia 
my simplicity I spoke to her of her happy 
change from death to life, and from the 
power of Satan to God, but she appeared 
to be filled with wonder at my words, and 
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unable to comprehend my meaning, when 
I spoke of conviction for sin, repentance, 
and faith in Chrigt; of the witness of the 
gpirit, and of the joys of a new bom soul. 

I foond she knew nothing of these, and 
yet she was one of the most prominent of 
the converts. When I proposed pr.iyers 
with her ahd her household, ahe waa 
greatly annoyed, and told me I could pray 
if I iTOuId like to do so, I found this a 
specimen of the fruits of a great revival, 
which was hearalded through the land, 
by the papers. 1 could but exclaim : con
verted to the church, but not converted to 
God! Lured into a false hope by enticing 
words of man's wisdom, but still in the 
bonds of sin and Satan, and being led on 
to endless death. Thus vast multitudes 
are crying peace and safety wheu sudden 
destruction cometh upon them. But, I ask, 
are not the professed ministers of Christ 
responsible for the deception and conse
quent loss of these souls, whom they 
have neglected to ivarn of their danger ? 

S. 
» - • - • • 

DYING TESTIMONY. 

SISTER EMMA SOUTHWORTH, daughter 

of Hev. Wm. and L. F . South wortlj; waa 
bom in Laurens, Otsego County, N. Y., 
-May 3d, 18.51, and fell asleep in Jesus at 
her father's residence in Syracuse, N. Y., 
May 28th, 187G. 

From a child, her disposition was re
markably amiable ; so much so, that her 
parents affirm (what can be said of few 
children) that they never had occasion to 
correct her. And yet she early felt the 
aeed of a new heart, which she sought 
and fonnd when in her seventh year. At 
that early age she gave a clear, religious 
testimony—of her own accord—in love 
feast, and at her own request, was ad
mitted to the Lord's table. Though her 
zeal abated, as she advanced iu life, and 
for a time she ceased to profes."! religion, 
ker outward deportment was unexcep
tionable. In November, 187G, she was 
clearly saved, and united with the Free 
Methodist Church, of which she was a 
cansistent, devoted, and useful member, 
until removed to the church above. 

About one year ago, at tho Bain bridge 
Camp Meeting, she entered into the rest 
of perfect love, which she retained to the 
last. Her protracted illness was endured 
with perfect patience. During a religious 
conversation, she said to the writer a little 
before her departure, " I could not afford 
to part with a single pain I endure." Her 
countenance always seemed radiant with 
a heavenly smile. She will be greatly 
missed, not only in the bereaved family 
circle, but by her young associates, by 
whom she was much esteemed, both for 
her intelligence and Chiigtian virtues. 
The following were her last words to the 
family assembled at her bed-side, and will 
best describe her conquest over the last 
enemy; 

" Tell the young people that 1 find Jesus 
all in life, sickness, and death,that I have 
recommended him to be. Tell them that 
I desire to live only that I might labor for 
their .salvation. Tell the brethren and 
sisters that, aa they desired me to live to 
bo useful, and I cannot be with them to 
labor here, God having ordered otherwise, 
they must doal] the more for the salva
tion of souls." To her pa, she said : " I 
want you and ma, and all of yon, to do all 
you can to get precious souls saved. I 
shall be with you, though you cannot see 
me. It won't be long before you will all 
be with me, where we can see each other. 
You must not feel bad when 1 am gone, 
for I shall be so much better ofT, for all is 
bright and clear." Wheiv asked if she 
was going- to the grave, she at once raised 
her arm and pointed toward heaven, to 
show where she was going, and then said; 
" I shall soon drink of the crystal stream." 
Then after saying, " I have seen Reuben, 
Eddie and Sarah" (two brothers and a 
sister who had passed on before), she said : 
'• but I see Jesas, the most glorious of 
all." Addressing her ma, she said ; " Do 
you waat to send any word to the loved 
ones f " Tell them we are on the way," 
said her mother; to which she responded, 
" We'll be waiting and watching for you." 
She requested them to sing " Jesus, lover 
of my soul," and " Shall we know eadi 
other there' '" After whieh A e said 
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" Love cannot be quenched by dying ; it 
grows the stronger, I see them waiting 
for me. I must say good-bye! for the 
chariot is coming I", • 

The following lines were suggested on 
receiving her dying testimony from the 
pen of her father, preparatory to her 
funeral service: 
Good-bye, for tho chariot ie coraing for mc, 
lis rapid api>roach, iu the distance I see : 
-\U packed for the journey, I view with delight, 
ItB wheels roll ic lire, from the regions of li;;ht; 
The loved .one? are coming, their "sister to greet. 
While the smile of the Lord makes my escort com

plete. 

Weep not for your Emma; it's better for mc 
To depart, and at once with my Savionr to be ; 
His prace all-sufllcieut in death's swelling flood. 
Will bearnie at oucc to the bosom of God; 
It w-as sweet once to-live, it is sweeter to die. 
The chariot is comiug, so I bid you good-bye. 
Good-bye for a moment—for time's rapid flight 
Will soon bear you all to those mansions of light; 
We^ll watch yoiir arrival and welcome you home, 

. With heavenly, anthems whenever you come; 
Strike for souls while you stav, gather sheaves for 

the sky: 
The chariot has corae; so at present, OOOD-ETE ! 

Fulton, N. T. E. OWEN. 

LOVE FEAST. 
Cn.vRLES H, HUDSON.— I was born in 

Auburu.jN. Y., September iSth, 1855. I 
was a wild boy. In December, 1S75, I 
took up telegraphing. I received word 
that au office was waiting me in Tona
wanda, and I must start immediately. 
My mother packed my satchel while I 
was getting ready. On opening my sat
chel the evening of my arrival, what 
should 1 find but a Uttle pocket Bil)le of 
father's that I had many times carried to 
Sunday school. O how I felt. It brought 
tears to my eyes. For the first time in 
years I knelt iu prayer to God to make 
me a child of his. My office was then in 
Brother Rose's store. The Free Metho
dists had a revival, commencing watch-
night. Brother Rose aaked me many 
times to go. Although I wanted religion, 
yet the idea of gettiug it in a Free Meth
odist Church rather kept mo back, as my 
people are all Presbyterians, and I - was 
down on such religion, calling it- nothing 
but excitement. Ou the evening of Jan
uary olst, I made up my mind that I 
would go and see what there was in it, 
I determined not to give up until a fair 

trial. During the preaching, tho Lord 
sent convictiou to my heart, and at the 
invitation of sinners to the " mercy seat" 
I started. I prayed as never before, and 
the Lord heard my prayer. All praise to 
his holy name. My sins were all washed 
awaj. I felt greatly blessed and very 
happy. I thought all had been done; but 
in about three weeks, I felt the need of a 
pure, clean heart, I struggled hard, and 
got it. All glory to the Lamb of God! 
How the Lord has opened my eyes. At 
the General Quarterly Meeting held here, 
May 4-7, I was baptized with water and 
wi th the HolyGhost. 0 glory to Ood! 
I am still in the good old way, aud by the 
help of my ijrecious Saviour, I am going 
ou. Mav the Lord be with us all. Amen. 

E.wstA BLOSS.—I feel like telling the 
readers of T H E E. \RNEST CIIUISTIAN that 
Jesua saves me. I know that my llodeem-
er liveth. I have the presence of my 
Saviour daily. My hope is an anchor to 
the goul, sure and steadfast. I fiud God's 
ways to be the way of pleasantness, and 
his paths are paths of peace. Jesus was 
knocking for a long time at my lieart be. 
fore I opened it to welcome him iu. 1 
thought to give him a place. 1 now see 
it was a very small corner in my lieart. 
But I found Jesus must havo the whole 
heart before he would enter in. WTiea I 
could say; Lord, I yield all to thee, give 
nie a new hear t ; take away this sinful 
heart of mine and make me just what 
thou wouldst have me, then it was that he 
saved me. Glory to God! This morning 
I can look up aud say : Yes, Father, I will 
bean obedient child, will follow thecal 
all times and in all places ; glad to do 
thy will. O, it pays to do the will of God, 
to walk in the way the Bible teaches, the 
old, old way. I pray that the Lord will 
raise up a church in this city that will 
lead sinners to the cross—^uot around it. 
The churches hero seem given up to all 
kinds of worldliness I nothing to hear oi 
a theatrical entertainment in fhe M. E. 
" parlor," or of the members of the church 
giving '-• masquerade" parties at their 
homes. Brothers and sisters, there »« 
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souls in this city that are passing down to 
perdition fast as time can take them for 
the want of teachers to teach them the 
way to the Lamb of God, that taketh away 
the sin of the world. There are far too 
many blind leaders of the blind. I ask 
an interest in the prayers of God's chil
dren that I may be true to the Master. 

Scranton, P a . 

S. S. GOODYEAR.—The Lord saved me 
from the distillery business some eigh
teen years ago. I gave my name to the 
Free Methodist Church as a probationer, 
at the elide camp meeting, about six 
years ago. Since that time, I have 
passed through many sore afflictions; 
among which has been the death of a son 
of the age of twenty-two years. Glory to 
God; he is safe in the arms of Jesus. 
One year ago, I fell off from a land roller 
between my horses. The horses jumped 
and ran away. The roller ran over me, 
braising me terribly. Friends being near, 
picked me up and carried me into the 
house and laid me down. I fainted away 
three times. When I came to the third 
time, I was ahouting glory ! It was then 
and there that 1 saw what religion was 
good for. I passed througli the summer 
montha with much pain and suffering; 
but Jesus was with me all the time. 
Bless hia name forever ! About the first 
of November last I joined the Free Meth
odist Church, at Ithaca, in full connection, 
I really thought that it was God's will 
that I should do it. The next week I had 
a building set on fire and burned to the 
ground by an enemy—a lad of about 
eleven years nf age, whose father is an 
expelled member of the M. E. Church. 
I do thank God for a free and full salva
tion. The past is all covered by the 
hlood of Jesus, who of God is made unto 
us wisdom, righteonsness, sanctification, 
and redemption. I expect to be one 
of the innumerable company which John 
saw, which " came out of great tribulation, 
and have washed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the lamb." 
Glory to God. 

dayuga, Co., N . T . • • 

J. F. SM.*.RT.—After 1 was justified I 
commenced seeking for a pure heart. I 
sought for it some lime and obtained it. 
God convicted me that it waa not right 
to uae tobacco. One day, while going to 
dinner, I promised the Lord, if it was con
trary to his will for me to use it, to take 
away the taste of it, and I would uever use 
it any more. After dinner.I started to my 
work, and found my hand on my plug of 
tol)acco, when something said to me, 
" If you take that out, you will lose 
your religion." Praise the Lord, I did 
not do it. The appetite, taste, and desire 
have been gone from that day to this. 
Bless his name ! Horse-racing, card-play
ing, drinking whisky, all gone with the 
desire for any of these things. Thia is 
what holiness does. I am full all tho 
while of the wine of the kingdom. I have 
a disposition to "rejoice ever, more, pray 
without ceasing, and in everything give 
thanks, for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus concerning me." I am taught 
of Jesus daily. The blood of Christ 
cleanses from all sin aud saves to the ut
termost. I am all the Lord's—soul and 
body, time, talent, voice, reputation, and 
property ; all I have is to be used to the 
glory of God. I am going through with 
Jesua, cost what it may. I am running 
for a crown—living for eternal life. I 
have no weights on. It paya to serve 
Jesus. I get my pay aa I go along. 0 
gloi-y ! I love the narrow way more than 
ever. It is more than my meat and drink 
to do my Master's will. I have a good 
time following and serving Jesur. Hal
lelujah ! I am save by grace. Where sin 
abounded, grace doth much more abound. 
Pilgrims, pray for me, that Jesua may 
keep me all the while. 

Linden, Kas: 

J. IREL.\ND.—I wish to say to all, that I 
love the Lord, and am thia day in com
plete consecration to God, to do all for 
Him. My rest is sweet in Jesus ; and in 
Him, and to Him, I live. Glory] be to 
God for ever. He is to me a complete 
satisfaction. By his grace, I am on this 
route to the end. Praise the Lord. 
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M R S . MJLRY M . YOUNG.—I never rea

lized more fully what it menus to follow 
Jesus every where, than I do to-day. It is 
God's will that our entire being should 
be centered in him. We are to walk in 
the light as God lets it shine upon our 
hearts. My miud goes back to a little of 
my own experience a few months since. 
One night around the family altar, I was 

• consecrating myself anew to God,^and 0 
how he blessed me with his Spirit's pow
er ! I thought my idola were all given up 
long before this ; but the Holy Spirit re
vealed to me that there was a little place 
in my heart that he did not occupy. How
ever small it might look to others, it 
seemed great as the light shone upon 
my heart. I did not know, nntil the Lord 
showed it unto me what a love I had for 
the portraits of loved ones, and it was not 
without a struggle that the idol was torn 
from ray heart. I mcution this to show 
how it is posaible that a very small thing 
can occupy the place that Jesus wants to 
fill. One thing after another has to be 
given up as God lets the light shine upon 
our hearts. Perhaps with another it is 
soma article of dress, or music. God 
wants the whole heart. All niust be cen
tered in God. Then, as we become par
takers of Christ's nature, being made 
l-«;rfect in love, how this love that fills 
every avenue of the soul will reach out to 
.ill mankind, desiring the salvation of all. 
May God baptize all his dear children with 
a spirit of perfect obedience to all his re
quirements, and with Divino wisdom and 
power. 

M. A. POOR.—1 feel that when deprived 
of the society of tho pilgrims, and of go
ing to our meetings, that Jesu.s is more 
than ever a satisfying portion. I bless 
him for grace to stand atraight before the 
enemy without compromising. I feel 
weak of myself; but Jesua haa all the 
strength that I need, and I cau use it. 
Bless his name ! I ask the prayers of the 
pilgrims that I may be enabled to hold up 
the standard, and to Uveas one profes.-^ing 
godliness. 

Toulon, 111. 

P E T E R STINEMAN,—My testimony this 

moment ia, that the blood of Jeaus Christ 
cleanses me from all sin, and that it is 
glorious to be the Lord's. I realize the 
value of being a child of the Most High 
more and more every day. Praise the 
Lord for ever, O iny soul! and forget not 
what he has done for thee. It ks my de. 
light to speak for Jesus. The time has 
been that i t was a cross; but, praise Qod! 
since my heart is cleansed from all inbred 
sin, it ia vny delight—yos,it is my feast to 
speak of the goodness of my blessed Re
deemer, and to hear how other pilgrims 
are getting along by the grace of God. I 
will praise liis holy.'uame for ever iu time 
an i in eternity. 0 glory 1 The Father 
is so good, I cannot stop praising his 
holy name. O that all the world might 
taste, aud see, and feel his mighty power 
to»save, is my prayer, O glory to God 
E must say agaiu he is so wonderfully 
good. Praise him !—^praise him 1 is what 
m)- heart says. Amen, 

REV. H . J . VAN AL-KEN.—1 am follow-

ing the pillar of fire, and it leads me. 
through sunshine aud tempest, o'ct rocky 
places, and beside still waters; but,'mid 
the surging billows of trials, or tho balmy 
breezes of Beulah, I ever recognize the 
voice of the Shepherd, and know that 

" Still' tis God's hand that leadotb me," 
And resolve to " cling to the cross till-1 
die." 

J. E. KENNEDY.—The Flint Camp Meet
ing was a glorious success. I never at 
tended a better one. About twenty re
ported they had received the blessing of 
holiness. God is wonderfully equipping 
the saints witb power, and the ungodly 
tremble iu their presence. Never was my 
faith stronger and my heart purer. Glory 
to the Lamb that «-as slain, but lives 
again! Praise his name forever 1 

E. OsBOiiN.—I want to tell the pilgrims 
thitt are working hard for heaven aud to 
escape the pollutions of the world, that 1 
love the narro,v way. Glory to God and 
the Lamb for eve'r. Amen. 


