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THE TIME, 

BY WILLIAM FELL, 

" But of that day and hour knoweth 
no man," These are the words of our 
Saviour, All who attempt to set the 
time of His coming go contrary to His 
teachings. As often as it has been 
done, so often it haa failed. It is not 
essential to the salvation of the soul to 
kaow the time of Christ's coming. If 
it were possible to know the very time 
of His appearing, and to get thousands 
to believe it, thia would not save one 
soul. I t might cause a seriousness to 
come over those who embraced the be
lief, but the heart would remain un
changed. Its load of guOt and corrup
tion would still cling to it. Nothing 
but the power of God can convert the 
soul. This is brought about by a heart
felt sorrow for sin, repentance towards 
God, aud faith in Jesus Christ, 

Without this new birlb, man is not 
prepared to meet his God, He may 
be as strong a believer in the second 
comiDg of Christ as the prince of dark
ness himself Many who profess to be
lieve in the coming of Christ, and who 
advocate it strongly, would shrink away 
-with horror if He should suddenly make 
His appearance. Their lives do not 
correspond with the teachings of Christ, 
"They profess to know God, but in 
works they deny Him, being abomina
ble and disobedient, and unto every 
good work reprobate."—Titus i. 16. 
None but the pure in heart shall see 
God in peace. 

Error in doctrine leads to error in 
practice. The word of God is very ex

plicit on this point. I t declares that 
'' Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth 
not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not 
God, He that abideth in the doctrine of 
Christ, he hath both the Father and tbe 
Son, If there come any nnto you and 
bring not this doctrine, receive him not 
into your house, neither bid him God 
speed,"—2 John ix, 10. This does 
av^ay with all the seventh day observ
ing, sleep of the soul and annihilation 
papers and extracts that are sent to you. 
They are poison, deadly poison and an
ti Christiau, There is no fellowship 
between light and darkness. '• Christ 
is the way, the truth and the life." All 
who love Him cannot help but love His 
appearing. A genuine lover of Christ 
is sound in the faith and evenly bal
anced. He is not all on one side, try 
ing to convert people to his notions and 
views of thinM, but is all animated 
with the love of God and the salvation 
of souls. His eye is single to the glory 
of God in all things, and the height of 
his ambition is to do all the good he 
can to the souls and bodies of his fel
low-beings. He is trying to get as 
many souls to Christ as he can before 
the day of probation closes; and be 
looks at things in tbe light of eternity 
and the judgment, and feels that one 
sinner saved is of infinitely more im
portance than anything else possibly 
can be. A man of this stamp is pre
pared to meet God at any moment. 
When he thinks of the coming of Christ, 
he cannot help but feel deeply for those 
who are unsaved. His heart melts 
within him, and he cries out, 0, give 
me souls for Jesus' sake I 

" Holiness nnto the Lord" is his mot-
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to, and it shiues out in bis every-day 
life. Tbe second coming of Christ thriUs 
the soul of every true believer v?ith joy 
unspeakable, and stimulates him to 
greater zeal and earnestness in His 
cause. The day is rapidly approaching 
—everything plainly indicates this—and 
God's word declares it. Happy is the 
man who is living for it I " But of the 
times and the seasons, brethren, ye have 
no need that I write unto you. For 
yourselves know perfectly that the day 
of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the 
night. For when they shall say. Peace 
and safety, then sudden destmction 
cometh npon them, as travail npon a 
woman -with child ; and they shall not 
escape. But ye, brethren, are not in 
darkness, that that day should overtake 
you as a thief Ye are all the children 
of the light, and the children of the day: 
we are not of the night, nor of dark
ness,"—1 Thess, V, 1-5. God's people 
wiU understand all about that day when 
it comes. It will be'-a happy surprise 
when they feel themselves suddenly 
changed from mortal to immortality, 
God's dear children can aflbrd to be pa
tient. They are not anxious to set any 
time. They are obeying the injunction 
of tbe apostle: " Be patient, therefore, 
brethren, unto the coming of the Lord, 
Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the 
precious fruit of the earth, and hath 
long patience for it, until he receive the 
early and latter rain. Be ye also pa-

. tient; stablish your hearts, for the com
ing of tbe Lord draweth nigh,"—James 
V, 7, 8, 

The apostles looked for a speedy re
turn of Christ, and so have we a right 
to look for his coming, but not to set 
any time, Jesus very plainly declared 
that He was coming quickly; He says, 
" Behold, I come quickly." jus t before 
He comes the world wiU be in a fearfnl 
state. Men will be, as the Apostle 
Paul describes them, "loveirs of plea
sure more than lovers of God," The 
world will be ripe for the fires of the 
judgment There ia very little vitality 
among the churches. Only here and 
there God has a little salt And thoae 
that are alive, with Christ in their souls, 

-wiU soon be caught up to meet the Lord 
in tbe air; and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord.—! Thess. iv. 17. 

THB DIVINE METHOD OF GIV
ING, 

•' Upon the first day of the week let every one of 
yon lay by him in store, as God hath prospered hiin, 
that tnere may be no galberings -wben I come."— 
1 Cor, xvi. 3. 

W e are not our own, but are bought 
witb a price; and, in tbe exercise of 
love, we devote to Him tbat loved and 
bonght us aU that we are and bave, and 
all that we can do, to carry into effect 
his designs of mercy to perishing men, 
and we ask, each one for himself, 

" What can I do for Htm that died 
To save my wretched soul?" 

Knowing, as we dOj the languishing 
state of the benevolent enterprises, in 
all their departments, it is of the utmost 
importance to know what is the divine 
method of raising all the funds we need. 
Let us examine this di-vine method, 

1, I t is to contribute frequently.— 
LTpon the flrst day of tbe week. This 
is frequently, for it is once in seven 
days. Nor sball we think that God 
calls too frequently, if he calls once a 
week, to make some appropriate ac
knowledgment of his right, by giving a 
portion of what he gives us, to carry 
on his peculiar work in the world, and 
to save the perishing; to save them,— 
not from starvation—but from perdition. 
Can once a week be too frequently to 
lay by in store to feed the hungry and 
clothe the naked? Was it not ordered 
in the churches of Galatia, as well as 
in the church of Corinth, that the same 
rule should be observed ? And can we 
hesitate for a moment to adopt it iri re
gard to the evangelizing of the world? 
Once a week—can this be too often to 
make a pecuniary contribution to send 
the word of life, or the messenger of 
mercy, announcing life to those who 
are dead in sins? Were our sonls 
where theirs are, should we think once 
a week too often to he thought of, and 
prayed for, and labored for, that we 
might live ? Relief mnst be had, God 
has ordered it to be given by us, and 
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given on the first day of the week,— 
Freguently, so that we may never for
get it 

2 Statedly also. Upon the first day 
of the week. What dav could be more 
appropriate? The Redeemer's birth
day. As it is said, "This day have I 
begotten thee." The day of the church's 
foundation : for, on the first day of the 
week, the stone, which the builders re
jected, became the head of the corner. 
What precious associations! A rising 
Saviour! A church founded! Now, 
on the same day, we lay by in store 
that which may honor the Saviour, add 
lively stones to the building, send hope 
to the benighted world. It must be 
good, also, to begin the week with this 
labor of love. Let God have the first-
fruits of aU our time; let the noble 
object of saving lost men, as co workers 
with God, pre occupy our thoughts and 
our plans, give tone to our spirit, and 
direction to all onr movements. To 
commence the week in this manner as
similates earth and heaven, the employ
ments of Christians to the employments 
of angels. The sanctity and the bles
sedness of the Sabbath are thus spread 
over all our time, and all the work of 
our hands. Thus frequently and sta
tedly' the divine method requires to lay 
by in store. 

3, Universally. " Every one of you.'' 
Is it a duty to contribute frequently 
and statedly for evangelizing the world ? 
Whose duty is it ? The duty of every 
Christian, Is it a privilege? Whose 
privilege ? Does our Lord demand the 
service of every one? Does he not, 
at the same time, allow every one the 
privilege ? Who is it, then, among all 
his friends, that is to be exempt from 
the duty ? Who that is to be deprived 
of the privilege ? Not one. Due al-

• legiance is expected of aU, and due fa
vor is shown to all. It is ordained 
that every one shall lay by him in store. 
How suitable and how beautiful is this 
arrangement! Here the whole chnrch 
of Christ, the high and the low, the 
rich and the poor, the male and the fe
male, appear before him on the first 
day of the week. Nor does any one 

appear empty. Every one lays by him 
in store an offering, as an acknowledg
ment of obligation and thanksgiving. 
This being done frequently and stated
ly, and on that day of consecration and 
blessing, it is suited to produce the most 
happy results- Here all hearts beat in 
unison, before the face of the Lord, 

For a moment think of the power 
which a mighty Saviour can call into 
action on this principle. Suppose a 
church of two hundred and fifty mem
bers. Let every one be poor, and ev
ery one lay by only the -widow's two 
mites, which make a farthing. One cent 
a week from two hnndred and fifty 
Christians will amount in a year to at 
least one hundred and twenty-five dol
lars ! Is not the DIVINE METHOD one of 
great power? How vast the sum from 
a million Christians!—from a million 
of poor Christians! Not less than flve 
hundred thousand dollars! 

3, In due proportion. "As God hath 
prospered him." I t ia supposed that 
every Christian is engaged in business. 
It is needful, while in this world, that 
every one should have some honest and 
laudable mode of acquiring property, 
both to supply personal and domestic 
wants, and afford a surplus for the needy. 
Believers were generally poor in apos
tolic times, and obtained the means of 
their support by daily labor. At the 
end of the week, their work being done, 
they could be ready to observe the Di
vine Providence in regard to them, and 
to know how they had been prospered 
in their business. .And this was the 
rule of proportion for their contribu
tion. They might lay by in store a 
certain per cent, five, ten, twenty, or 
any other proportion, just as they were 
able, or as their love prompted them 
to do, either more or less. Ifj at any 
time, they had received more than com
mon, then their proportion would be 
greater. And so, if they had reoeived 
less. This would operate equally upon 
all members; for the rich would give 
abundance from their abundant income, 
and the poor would give a little, just in 
the same projiortion. 

The apostle does not say, however^ 



104 THE EABNEST CHRISTIAN. 

how much each man should give, ouly 
that it should be propdrtion9,te to each 
one's prosperity. Every one is able 
to exercise his own judgment, God 
wishes not that we should feel as tribu
taries, but as friends and children ; that 
he is Lord of all, the Father of mer
cies, and the Saviour of the lost; that 
we should understand the work he is 
engaged in, and that we are allowed 
and expected to co-operate in it. And, 
that our views may be enlarged, and 
our affections engaged, he allows us the 
unspeakable privilege of considering his 
kingdom as our kingdom, bis work as 
our work, his glory as our glory, and 
the happiness and glory of all that is 
achieved and done, as his joy, in which 
we are permitted to share. With such 
a work before us, and such results as 
our ultimate reward and portion, he 
calls us to take part in the work, with 
the assurance that every one sball re
ceive a reward according lo his own 
labor. With our eye tised on the future 
joy, he allows us to deny ourselves, to 
labor, to make sacrifices, and bear his 
cross, just in proportion to our faith 
and love; all proceeding spontaneously 
•from our affection for him, and his cause, 
-and the souls of men. In this blessed 
•enterprise, he lays out before us—not 
only this world—which is the field in 
which he works and employs us, but 
heaven and hell, with their eternal re
alities. Heaven, the dwelling of all 
that become holy and happy, on the one 
hand; and hell, with the wicked and 
tfae lost, on the other, God reveals to 
us as the final destination of every soul 
of man. It is not, then, a mete esti
mate of our doing a certain amount of 
labor, or giving a certain amount of 
contribution, or bearing a certain weight 
of sorrow and affliction, that is to reg
ulate our action, or our suffering; but 
it is the worth of the soul, the bliss of 
heaven, the pains of hell, the example 

• of God, angels, and good men, that are 
to be always before us. Such are the 
themes of thought, the expanding, en
nobling, and invigorating realities, whicb 
are to move us. And with these in 
•view, -(Jod allows us to judge and de

termine how great shall be the amount 
that we will consecrate to this noble, 
angelic, godlike enterprise. The pur
pose and the act are lo he our own, in 
the sight of God, with the glory and 
joy that are set before us. Such is the 
DIVINE METHOD. 

5, With order and care. " Let every 
one of you lay by him in store," La
borers have store-bouses. In them 
they preserve the fruits of their labor. 
They also have a place tor their money 
—the iron chest, or some results of 
their industry and frugality. For what? 
For the double purpose of order and 
safe-keeping. On this place of deposit, 
how much thought may be expended! 
I t is the store, perhaps, laid up for a day 
of tiouble, or for the helplessness of 
old age, or as an inheritance for child
ren. In view of this store, one may say 
to his soul, "Thou hast much goods 
laid up for many years," Another 
may calculate how much he may gain 
by the provident use of this store; or 
he may pride himself on the power he 
can exert with his wealth. Others may 
look toward their little store with an 
anxious eye, unable to teU how their 
wants shall be supplied amid the vicis
situdes of an uncertain hereafter. 

But where is the man who keeps a 
tre-dsury for God ? 1 mean a place of 
deposit, in wbich he may lay up in 
store, as God has prospered him, his 
contribution for the relief of the needy, 
especiaEy the need}' soul. It -would be 
no great stretch of the imagination to 
suppose that a pious mind would find 
as much pleasure in thinking of the 
Lord's treasury as of his own. I t is 
the testimonial of his Heavenly Fath
er's bounty. Every thought of it calls 
forth a new emotion of love, with a 
strong desire to do good to the needy. 
In this treasury the money is safe, and 
it is ready. This was one design of the 
apostle in ordering this deposit—" that 
there be no gatherings when I come." 
He was making collections in Asia and ' 
Europe, among the churches of the 
Gentiles, to reUeve the poor saints in 
Jerusalem. He was the general agent 
in this concern. As he was passing 
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from one church to another, to promote 
their spiritual interests, he was wUling 
to take charge of their collections, and 
be the bearer of them for the relief of 
the poor. But he did not wish to do 
what they could do for themselves.— 
Nor d'.d he wish to be diverted or de
tained from his great work while their 
collections were being made. If they 
would follow his directions, all would 
be ready. He would receive their 
bounty, and rejoice with them in their 
readiness and liberality. Then God 
would be pleased with their cheerful
ness, and honored by the abundance of 
their contribution and their joy. So in 
all cases of charitable liberality, if the 
DIVINE METHOD were folio wed,how pleas
ant, how delightful would be the aspect 
of the church ! Every member laying 
by him in store upon the first day of 
the week, as God hatb prospered him— 
what an abundance would there be for 
every want! How promptly, how 
cheerfully, how satisfactorily wotild ev
ery want be met! Then %vould there 
be no complaint of hard times; for 
every one's bounty would be ready,— 
Then would there be no complaint of 
too many calls; for on every Lord's, 
day the store would be replenished,— 
Let there be a call on one Lord's day 
for the Foreign Missionary Society; 
ou another, for the Home Missionary 
Sjciety; on a third, for the Education 
Society; on a fourth, for the Sabbath 
Schools; and so on, till aU the societies, 
which deserve our aid, have called— 
and then—what? Let them call again; 
for again we shall bs ready.—Rev. Dr. 
Yale. 

CHALMER'S ADVICE TO i l lN-
ISTER3. 

Il is not enough to hold out to the 
world's eye the mirror of its own im
perfections. It is not enough to come 
forth with a demonstration, however 
pathetic, of the evanescent character 
of dU its enjoyments- It is not enough 
to travel the walk of experience along 
with you, and speak to your own con
science and your own recoUection ofthe 

deeeitfulness of the heart, and the de~ 
ceitfulness'of aU the heart is set upon. 
There is many a bearer of tho gospel 
message who has not shrewdness or 
discernment enough, and who has not 
power of characteristic description 
enongh, and who has not the talent of 
moral delineation enough to present you 
with a vivid and faithful sketch of the 
existing follies of society. 

But that very corruption which he 
has not the faculty of representing in 
its visible details, he may practically 
be the instrument of eradicating on 
principle. Let him be but a faithful 
expounder of the Gospel testimony. 
Unable as he may be to apply a des
criptive hand to the character of the 
present world, let him but report with 
accuracy the matter which revelation 
has brought to us from a distant world; 
unskilled as he is in the work of so an
atomising the heart, as with the power 
of a novelist to create, a prophetical or 
impressive exhibition of the worthless
ness of its many affections, let him 
only give those mysteries of peculiar 
doctrine on which the best of novelists 
have thrown the vastness of their deci
sion. He may not be able, with the 
shrewd and satirical observation, to 
expose to the ready recognition of his 
hearers the desires of worldliness—but 
with the tidings of the Gospel in com
mission he may wield the engine that 
can extirpate them. 

He caunot do what some have done, 
when, as if by the hand of a magician, 
they have brought out to view, from 
the hidden recesses of our natures, the 
foibles and lurking appetites which be
long to i t But he has a truth in his 
possession, which, into whatever heart 
it enters, will, like the rod of Aaron, 
swaUowed them all, and, unqualified as 
he may be to describe the old roan in all 
the rich shading of his natural and con
stitutional varieties, with him is depos
ited that ascendant influence, under 
which the leading tastes and tendencies 
of the old heart are destroyed, and he 
becomes a new creature in Jesus Christ 
our Lord.—Thomas Chalmers. 
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SYMPATHY. 

BY H. F, HILL, JH. 

How natural it is for the.heart to 
crave sympathy. It is its daily food, 
Wiihout it, it withers and dies. Deso
late, indeed, is that heart whose vibra
ting finds no response in some other 
heart Such a heart is ready for any
thing that is desperate or daring in 
wickedness, No man liveth to himself 
alone. We are very dependent crea
tures. W e were made for fellowship. 
The immortal graces which bloom within 
our souls, were not " born to blush un
seen, and waste their sweetness on the 
desert air," but to impart their beauty 
and fragrance to oihers, and offer up 
sweet incense to their Creator. If no 
other eye beholds them, God's does. 
Ah, sympathy with God! that is the 
very sunshine which warms our hearts, 
and causes them to bud, and blossom, 
and bring forth abundant fruit unto 
eternal life. 

God is the only reliable source o£ 
sympath)'. All other sources f-iil us at 
a lime when we most need help. If we 
expect a satisfactory sympathy from 
human beings, we shall be disappointed. 
I t is not in their power to give it at all 
times, if they would, " The heart 
knoweth its own bitterness," and a 
stranger doth not intermeddle therewith. 
The very attempt to g-ain sympathy 
from others, often defeats itself It is 
generally accompanied with more or less 
ostentation and display, which, unless 
deeply concealed by art, are repulsive. 
At times when the soul goes about her 
business, seeking sympathy in God 
alone, we often receive abundant sym
pathy from others. The more we seek 
to please God, and seek sympathy from 
Him, the more artless, guileless and 
natural and unassuming our manners 
-will be; and this is agreeable to men. 
When we come before God we do not 
have to make a parade of ourselves: 
He knows all about us. 

But there are times when we are 
called upon to stand alone. Like our 
blessed Saviour, we have to tread the 

wine press alone. Yet, like Him, we 
are not alone, for the Father is with ua. 
There are times when our best friends 
faU to understand us, and misinterpret 
our best motives. By the world, it may 
be that our names are cast out as e-vil. 
All we can do is to lean hard upon the 
Lord God of Elijah. He will not fail 
us, bless His name I Hia grace will be 
sufficient for us. He will bring us 
through, glory he to God! 0 , what a 
glorious God ia our God! " He knoweth 
them that are His," He understands 
them. The slightest motion of their 
heart is not hid from Him. He knows 
whether it beats true to Him or not: 
bless His name! He does not leave 
His children comfortless. They know 
they are His, He giveth them the wit
ness of the Spirit 

How precious it is to know the love 
of God which passeth knowledge I How 
it satisfies all the desires of the soul! 
When God communicates His loving 
sympathy, how it thrills our hearts! 
What holy impulses it awakens within 
us ! What feelings of gratitude! How 
it fires our hearts with devotion, and 
our lips with praises! How it nerves 

^ s up to deeds of unearthly heroism! 
What can we not do for God ? What 

- can we not dare for Him ? What dif
ficulties can we not overcome, and what 
conflicts not endure for His blessed 
name's sake ? 

How blessed it is to drink water from 
the pure fountain of all sympathy! This 
will not lead us to despise the sympathy 
of our hrethren, but to prize it all the 
more; but that wiU not be our depend
ence. God Himself vrill be our strength, 
our fortress and our deliverer. When 
our hearts are in unison with the Great 
Heart, shall we not also deeply sympa
thize with suffering, sorrowing, fallen 
humanity, and seek, with all the grace 
God has given us, to lead souls to Je
sus, who alone can satisfy all their 
longings ? 

»-•-« 

Dear, anxious soul, why do you keep 
away from Christ ? You say Christ is 
far from you; alas, he has been at your 
door all day! 
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DIVINE MYSTERIES, 

It is not so surprising to hear uncon-
. verted people speak of their disbelief in 
much, if not all, of God's blessed truth, 
as revealed in his word ; but it ia sur
prising to hear his professed chUdren— 
many of them—rejecting the trulh and 
life because they do not understand it; 
that is, rejecting the revelation of the 
" life and spirit" of the word of God 
because their human, finite, and sin 
impaired wisdom does not grasp and 
compass all the Lord so graciously says 
to us, in a moment God does not so 
much say to us, " Understandest thou 
what thou readest ?" as " Believest thou 
what I say unto thee ?" He wno waits 
till he understands, wiU never begin to 
live the life of faith; but he who be
lieves what God saith, will soon under
stand all mysteries-
. The word of God is full of hard say
ings, to the carnal heart and under
standing, and there are not a few of 
God's people who are yet carnal,—1 
Cor, iii. 1., Heb. ii. 12, 13,—though they 
began in the spirit,—GaL iii. 3,—and 
have need to be taught the first princi
ples again. And one of the first prin
ciples is to know nothing by ourselves, 
—1 Cor. ii. 15.—and to say to every 
word of God, " I believe, show thou it 
unto me by thy Spirit;"—1 Cor. ii. 10, 
—and of promises that transcend our 
thought, the fulfilment of which seems 
to be contrary to reason and nature, 
" Be it unto me according to thy word." 
—Luke i. 38. I t is the lack of this 
simplicity, in' part, that shuts ont the 
divine mercies from our lives; though 
there are other reasons why all men 
who hear the tidings are not blessed by 
them. 

When our Lord spoke to Nicodemus, 
John ui., of the new birth, he said, "how 
can these things be ?" This was some
thing his reason or thought did not com
prehend. It was not so much an inquiry 
as an objection. He, perhaps, was in 
that condition of mind so many are in 
these days, viz: he wanted to under
stand this great saying phUosophically, 
and was not wUling to receive it unlU 

he understood it, or because it seemed 
to be contrary to reason and nature. 
Had he been more simple he would not 
have fallen into this miserable material
ism: "This is a hard saying: who can 
hear it?"—John v. 60,—said many of 
his disciples, when he was discoursing 
of the mystery of his atonement, of 
"eating his flesh and drinking his blood." 
If they had been less carnal they would 
have received it and learned that his 
words were "spirit and life:" verse 63, 
but they stumbled and fell because they 
were trying to put the mysteries of God 
into the smaU cup of their understand 
ing, without waiting lo have it enlarged 
by the Spirit Jesus said to the woman 
of Samaria, " If thou knewest the gift 
of God, and who it is that sayest unto 
thee. Give me to drinl^ thou would'st 
have asked of him, and he would have 
given thee living water."—John iv. 10. 
But she was carnal, and eould think of no 
water save snch as that which " if a 
man drink he wUl thirst again," and no 
weU or "fountain of living water" save 
such an one as Jacob's weU; and when 
her answer came, "Sir, give me this 
water, that I thirst not, neither come 
hither to draw," she was yet camal, and 
knew not that he spake of the water of 
life, of which he was the etemal foun
tain ; and bnt for the patient, loving 
tenderness of that tired and weary 
stranger, " who sat thus on the weU," 
sbe would have gone away " not know
ing" that it was Messiah that talked to 
her, and that he came to teach that 
" God is a Spirit, and that they which 
worship must worship him in Spirit and 
in truth."—John xiv. 21-29. And 
when he taught the Jews in Nazareth 
of God's mercy to Gentiles,—Luke xiv. 
25-29,—were they not caraal when they 
were so enraged that " they rose up and 
thrust him out of the city, and led him 
nnto the brow of the hiU whereon the 
city was built, that they might cast him 
down headlong ?"—verse 20. And 
wherefore? Because his teiaching 
crossed their prejudice, who would limit 
the mercy of God to the lines of their 
own narrow range of vision, whose hor
izon could include nothing but a Jew. 
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We might add to the list of Ulustra
tions of tmth neglected, or rejected, or 
stumbled at, many other striking exam
ples, but these noticed above are enough 
to suggest the rest to ouf readers. 

Here, then, we have some of the rea
sons why the divine mysteries are not 
apprehended, e. g., because of a dead 
literalism, such as in the case of Nico
demus ; and superficial hearing, as was 
the case with the woman at the well; 
prejudice, and mean, earthly jealousy, 
such as animated the Nazareth Jews, 
But have we not all these obstacles 
now ? These very teachings of Christ 
are met in the same way still. We met 
a gentleman only lo-day who told us 
that he could not accept the teachings 
of our Lord because they did not com
mend themselves to his reason. That 
is to say, unless he could weigh, meas
ure, and judge the Lord, he would not 
accept him; and if he could, then he 
would reject him because he could thus 
measure and find out the Almighty, 
But we have Christians among us who 
are carnal and given over to material
ism, and who meet the great truths of 
God's word when they are proclaimed 
in the power of the Spirit with very 
much the same mind as did those of 
whom we are speaking. If we speak 
of " being led by the Spirit," we are at 
once asked how that can be, or if we 
mean this, or that; or if we speak of 
the voice of God, or the voice of the 
Spirit we are asked if we "mean an 
audible voice," etc., and "if not an au
dible voice, then what is i t ? ' In a 
word, in answer to any of the divine 
mysteries of the new life, whether sta
led as a doctrine, or related as an ex
perience, we are often met with the- old 
question, " How can these things be ?" 

" The wind bloweth wbere it listeth, 
and thou hearest the sound thereof, but 
canst not tell whence it cometh nor 
whither it goeth;" but would any wise 
man, because he could not explain the 
phenomena of the wind, refnse to sit 
beneath its refreshing breeze ? Who 
can explain the mysterious action of the 
human heart and lungs ? and yet we 
do not hold our breath, refiising to 

breathe, because we are unable lo un 
ravel the mystery of this life. Let us 
draw a few lessons from the foregoing: 

1, Do not be surprised if you hear 
things out of God's word, and out of 
the living epistles "ministered by the 
Spirit," that you do not understand, for 
the wonders of grace are far in excess 
of those of nature, " Behold I show 
you a mystery," says Paul; and again, 
"This is a great mystery, but I speak 
concerning Christ and the church."—1 
Cor, XV, 5 1 ; Eph v, 32, 

2, Be careful how you reject the 
word of divine wisdom and mystery, 
because it is a hard saying. " He that 
hath an ear to hear let him hear," for 
there are those who have ears, but not 
to hear; all such become deaf. 

3, Do not try to solve the divine 
mystery with the nalural understanding, 
" for the nalural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God, , . , , for 
they are spiritually discerned," " But 
God hath revealed them unto us by his 
Spirit," so that while the natural man 
understandeth nothing of these myste
ries, "he that is spiritual discerneth all 
things,"—1 Cor. ii, 9-16. 

4, Beware of the flippant and impi
ous spirit that is leading so many to de-
noance what they do not really under
stand—generally because they are not 
themselves spiritual—as fanatical, etc. 
If, concerning any great statement or 
experience, you are not clear, wait with 
an humble, teachable spirit before God, 
and he will reveal even these things 
unto you,—PhU. ui, 15.—Rev. G. F. 
Pentecost, in Baptist Union. 

»-• - • 

When Christ shall come in the clouds 
of heaven, it is said all kindreds of the 
e^rth shall wail because of him. There 
wUl not be one unawak^ed person on 
earth or in heU. Not the proudest and 
deadest of you wiU keep from trembling 
in that day. But ah! it is only those 
who believe his word that will flee un
der his wings. Dear friends, it is not 
enough that you are anxious about 
your souls, you must be fleeing to 
Christ; yea, yon must be in Christ, 
before you are safe,—M' Cheyne. 
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HAVE YOU FAITH? 

" Without faith it is impossible to 
please God," impossible to receive sal
vation, impossible to have grace and to 
reach glory; have you faith ? It is 
quite possible that you can point to the 
place, and tell the day and the hour 
when you believed in God and found the 
pardon of sin. Thousands can do so, 
and perhaps you among the number. 
But since past faithfulness will not cover 
present faithlessness, and since you may 
have lost what God in mercy once gave 
you, the plain question I want you to 
answer now is, " bave you faith ? " 

"All things are possible to him that 
believeth." There is nothing that Jesus 
has purchased for you by dying, but the 
hand of faith may appropriate it for your 
use. All the grace, all the comfort, all 
the strength, all the goodness which it 
is possible for you to have you obtain 
by faith. " Have you faith ?"' 

But what is faith ? It is that action 
of the soul by which the sinner is united 
to God. It is not a fickle thing, now in 
exercise and then not, but a constant 
action which appropriates Divine grace 
to those who exercise it. Faith, is not 
always consciously exercised. We are 
always conscious of the exercise of faith 
when we approach God for any distinct 
blessing. But the habit ofthe true be 
liever is not a series of spasmodic acts, 
but rather that of a faithful clinging to 
God, which by continuance becomes al 
most unconscious. If I am always con 
scions of the breath I draw, it is because 
of some functional disorder in my sys
tem, which will not allow the necessary 
operation of breathing to be done with
out lhe drawing attention to i t When 
lam thoroughly healthy and strong, I 
am not always conscious of breathing: 
often I am so much engrossed in work 
or worship that I no more think of breath
ing than if it was never done by me. 
And yet I could not live without i t 
Even so, the habit of exercising faith in 
God for all the blessings of salvation 
makes the exercise of faith often an un
conscious performance. Have you faith? 

You cannot exercise faith, if you de

sire to do so only just when you feel 
there is a pressing need. If faith were 
only venturing on God you might but 
•faith appropriates as well as ventures. 
Faith means life—a life of union with 
God, Have you faith ? 

Every promise is a pillar for faith to 
lay hold on, and you cannot go a single 
step along the path of life without find
ing a pUlar close to your hand. 

If you have faith you wUl give np 
evil reasoning. Luther well says, " If 
youwill believe, you must crucify that 
question, ' Why ? ' " 

If you have faith you will ever take 
God at His word, A chUd's beautiful 
definition of faith was, " Taking God at 
His word and asking no questions," 

Have you faith ? Is it in lively ex
ercise ? Then you may appropriate aU 
blessings God has for you. The loving 
father wiU not shake off the tmsting child 
that clings to His arm and asks for help 
and grace. Difficulties won't overwhelm 
you. They are "things to be overcome," 
Opposition won't hinder you. " If God 
be for us, who can be against u s ? " 
Dangers won't frighten you. If thou 
can'st believe, thou shall see the sal
vation of God," Neither the world, nor 
the devil, nor the flesh, will keep you 
from the enjoyment of "full salvation," 

"Faith, mighty faith, the promise sees. 
And looks to that alone ; 

Langhs at impossibUities, 
And cries, It shall be done ! " 

—Rev. Wm, G. Pascoe. 

The late Duke of HamUton had two 
sons. The eldest fell into consumption 
when a boy, whicfi ended in his death. 
Two ministers went to see him at the 
family seat After prayer the yonth 
took his Bible from under his piUow, and 
turned to 2 Tim. iv. 7 : " I haye fought 
a good fight, I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith ; henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crown of righteous% 
ness;" and added, " This, sirs, is all my 
comfort" When his death approached, 
he called his younger brother to his bed, 
and spoke to him with great affection. 
He ended with these remarkable words: 
"And now, Douglas, in a little time you 
wUl be a duke, but I shall he a king." 
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THE CHRISTIAN'S SECURITY. 

Let us never forget that Christianity 
was planted and has grownup in storms. 
Discussion is always favorable to it, and 
has ever been so. Let the wintry blast 
come; it wUl but scatter the sere leaves, 
and snap off the withered branches; the 
giant tree wiU only strike its roots deep
er into the soil, and in the coming spring
time put forth a richer foliage, and ex
tend a more grateful shade. 

That joy, in some measure or degree, 
is an essential result of the possession 
of a true faith, is involved in innumer
able declarations of Scripture. Joy is 
expressly mentioned among the fruits 
of the Spirit It is Paul's desire for 
the Romans, that the God of hope m-ay 
fiU them with aU joy and peace in be
lieving. The Psalmist declares that 
praise is comely for the upright; ex
horts all lands to make a joyfnl noise 
unto God; prays that the nations may 
be glad, and sing for joj', and that the 
daughters of Judah might exult in God's 
judgments ; counsels aU worshippers to 
serve God with gladness, and come be
fore his presence with singing; and 
gives an explicit warrant to all that 
seek him lo glory in his holy name. It 
is au apostolic precept to live rejoicing 
in hope—to rejoice in the Lord alway ; 
and, mark its importance, the injunction 
is repeated, "Again I say. Rejoice." In 
a word, the announcement ofa Saviour 
is " good tidings of great joy;" his ap
pearance was to give light to the peo
ple that walked in darkness; the very 
name of his forerunner was one of glad
ness ; and his disciples are directed to 
the natural issue of their faith, which 
nothing but its weakness prevents them 
from reaching, when Peter addresses 
these words to the ohUdren of the dis
persion—"In whom, though now ye see 
him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with 
joy unspeakable, and full of glory," 

Why, then, should our hands hang 
down, or our knees be feeble? " Say 
to them that are of a fearful heart, Be 
strong, fear not" " We declare unto 
you glad tidings, how that the promise 
which was made unto the fathers God 

hatb fulfilled the same unto us their 
chUdren, in that he hath raised up Je
sus again," " It is Christ that died, 
yea, rather that is risen again," " In 
whom dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily,"—Christian Witness. 

LOSSES. 

Upon the white sea sand. 
There sat a pilgrim band. 

Telling the losses their lives had known. 
While evening waned away 
From breezy Slitt and bay. 

And the strong tides went out with a weary 

One spake with quivering lip. 
Of a fair freighted ship. 

With all his household to the deep gone 
down. 

But one had wilder woe. 
For a fair face long ago. 

Lost in the darker depths of a great town. 

There were some mourned their youth 
With a most loving truth. 

For its brave hopes and memories ever 
green ; 

And one upon the West 
Turned an eye that would not rest 

For far-oflf hills whereon its joy had been. 

Some talked of vanished gold. 
Some of proud honors told. 

Some spake of friends that were their trast 
no more; 

And one of a green grave 
Beside a foreign wave. 

That made him sit so lonely on the shore. 

But when their tales were done. 
There spake among them one, 

A stranger seeming from all sorrow free, 
" Sad losses have ye met. 
But mine is heavier yet. 

For a believing heart hath gone from me." 

"Alas!" these pilgrims said, 
" For the living and the dead. 

For fortime's cruelty, for love's sure cross. 
For the wrecks of land and sea. 
But however it came to thee— 

Thine, stranger, is life's last and heaviest 
loss." 

—London Athenceum. 

Expect answers whUe you are speak
ing in prayer. Sometimes the vapors 
that ascend in the morning come down 
in copious showers in the evening. So 
may it be with your prayers. 
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P L A I N PREACHING 

By MBS, JANE S, BAY, 

There is nothing more important at 
the present time than the proclaiming of 
plain truths—nothing is more crossing 
to the natural heart. Consequently the 
tendency in the priests to prophecy smooth 
things. This course brings no hatred 
from the world, no persecution, no buf
fetings from Satan, We read that the 
world hated Jesus because He testified 
that the works thereof wei^ evil. Had 
He praised instead of condemned their 
practices, they would have liked Him, 
He would have been popular, instead of 
despised. And we read also that the 
disciple is not above his master, nor the 
servant above his lord. When God 
through some mouthpiece of His, pro 
claims His searching truths, and wield? 
the two edged sword of the Spirit—tbe 
word of God—mark the effect upon an 
audience. The truly spiritual, obedient 
ones feel no alarm as the destroying 
angel flourishes the glittering blade. 
They know the blood has been applied, 
and its stains are stUl fresh upon the 
door posts of their hearts. And whUe 
death is reigning around them they are 
rejoicing in their own safety; their pro
tection is in the cleft of the rock, their 
fortress; yes and with holy boldness 
they can ascend and stand erect far 
above the shot and shell of the enemy, up
on the battlements of their strong tower. 

There is another class of God's chil
dren, who through their lack of light find 
themselves far below the requirements 
of God- This plain teaching received 
into their honest hearts produces a Godly 
sorrow, which worketh repentance unto 
salvation, and like the vine, though they 
may bleed some they stand the trim 
ming, and the resultis—notfoliage mere
ly—but fruit. There is another class, 
who love the world and love not God's 
law, who teach for doctrines the com
mandments of men, who are tnrned aside 
from the truth unto a fable, A pleas
ing story to the carnal heart, of salv
ation by faith with evil works, instead 

of that which produces good works puri
fying the heart, who trust without the 
Spirit's witness to an inheritance among 
the blest They expect a bright crown 
preceded by no cross—that the broad 
way of self indulgence leads to heaven 
—that the gate is wide enongh to admit 
them witb all their unholy passions, evil 
thoughts, words, and deeds. And as to 
the flre of God's truth, the hammer of 
His power breaks in upon and disturbs 
the quiet complacent foundation of their 
false hopes. Ah ! now beware, you have 
routed the lion in his lair, now war 
wages, the powers of darkness arrayed 
against the kingdom of light. Oh ! how 
many are deceiving and being deceived. 
Wind leaders of the blind—by far the 
most dangerous state of all. Jesus said 
to snch, the publicans and harlots wUl 
enter into the kingdom of God before. 
you. 0 ! for a raising of the standard 
until such shall see their double dauger 
of being ensnared, and deceived, and flee 
for mercy to the extended arms ever 
open to receive the penitent 

But says one, the truth must be spo
ken in love. We most heartily admit it. 
And none bnt those who have the " love 
of God shed abroad in their hearts by 
the Holy Ghost" will continue through 
evil report to follow in the footsteps of 
their Master, and pluck perishing souls 
as brands from the eternal burnings. 
Would we deem the physician wise and 
kind who would flatter his patients in
stead of dealing faithfully with them ? 
Who would administer the cordial and 
opiate when the nauseating cleansing 
drug was required? who would apply 
the healing plaster without having pro
bed the wound—neglect the principal 
amputation necessary to save life? 

01 what fearful responsibility rests 
upon, and what accountability awaits 
the ministry. 

PRAYER. 

Prayer is an action of likeness to the 
Holy Ghost, the spirit of dove-like sim
plicity ; an imitation of the holy Jesus, 
whose Spirit is meek. Prayer is the 
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peace of our spirit, the stillness of our 
thoughts, the evenness of recollection, 
the seaS of meditation, the rest of our 
cares, and the calm of our tempest; 
prayer is the issue of a quiet mind, of 
untroubled thoughts, it is the daughter 
of eharity, and the sister of meekness ; 
and he that prays lo God wiih an -angry, 
that is, with a troubled and discomposed 
spirit, is like him that retires into a bat
tle to meditate, and sets up his closet 
in the out quarters of an army, and 
chooses a frontier garrison to be wise 
in. Anger is a perfect alienation of the 
mind from prayer, and therefore is con 
trary to that intention, which presents 
our prayers in a right line to God, For 
so have I seen a lark rising from his 
bed of grass, and, soaring upwards, sing
ing as he rises, and hopes to get to 
heaven, and climb above the clouds; 
but the poor bird was beaten back with 
loud sighings of an eastern wind, and 
his motion made irregular and incon 
slant, descending more at every breath 
of the tempest, than it could recover by 
the libration and frequent weighing of 
his wings; till the little creature was 
forced to sit down and pant, and stay 
till the storm was over; and then il 
made a prosperous flight, and did rise 
and sing, as if it did learn music and 
motion from an angel, as he passed 
sometimes through the air about his 
ministries here below. So is the prayer 
of a good man; his duty met with the 
infirmities oi a man, and anger was its 
instrument, and the instrument became 
stronger than the prime agent, and 
raised a tempest, and overruled the 
man; and then his prayer was broken, 
and his thoughts pulled them back again, 
and made tbem without intention ; and 
the good man sighs for his infirmity, but 
must be content to lose the prayer, and 
he must recover it when his anger is 
removed, and his spirit is becalmed, 
made even as the brow of Jesus, and 
smooth Uke the heart of God; and then 
it ascends to heaven upon the wings of 
the holy dove, and dwells with God, till 
it returns, like the useful bee, laden 
with a blessing and the dew of heaven, 
-~-Jeremy Taylor. 

BEAUTIES OF THE BIBLE. 

The Bible indeed is no ordinary book, 
and must be studied with no common 
dUigence, no slight reverence, and no 
trivial assistance; but when so studied 
it opens a field alike rich and inexh-aust-
ible. It comprises the largest variety 
of materials, with the closest unity of 
design, and the most m-ajestic harmony 
of proportion. All tends to one pur
pose, all centres in one object, the glory 
of God, in the salvation, the sanctifica
tion, the perfection of his intelligent 
creatures: or, to speak all in one com
prehensive pnrase, the final union of all 
things in Christ and under Christ, as 
head over all things to the church. And 
be it observed, that throughout the an
nouncement of this vast design, no ca
pacity, or taste, or disposition of man. 
is left without its propsr food, its just 
excitement and its full employment 

But Holy Scripture is not only or 
chiefly the instruction of our souls—it 
is also in a just, though limited, sense 
the very life of our souls. " The words 
that I speak unto yon," said oiir Divine 
Redeemer, "they are spirit aud they 
are life." It is by this truth that we 
are to have our hearts purified. It is 
by this incorruptible seed that we are 
to be born anew. It is hy this heavenly 
nutriment that we are spiritually to in- -
crease in wisdom and stature, and in 
favor with God and man. Happy are 
thoy who have acquired a relish for this 
food of angels ! Happy are they who 
drink of this pure water of life, which 
proceedeth from the throne of God and 
the Lamb; and which, while it softly 
floweth, maketh their wilderness an 
Eden, their desert as the garden of the 
Lord! To them the Sacred Scriptures 
are indeed a refuge from the heat, a 
shelter from the storm, a covert in a 
waste and weary land; affording tbat 
green pasture, those still waters of com
fort, beside which we may be also led 
by our ever present and ever-watchful 
Shepherd.—Bishop Jepp. 

»-•-• 
If God's earthly presence is so good, 

what is his heavenly presence. 

I 
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THE DOCTEINE OF FAITH. 

One of the best methods of arriving 
at a correct understanding of it, is to 
notice how Christ, the Great Teacher, 
awakened the true idea of it in the minds 
of his disciples. We find he did not in 
his earliest instructions allude to faith. 
They were not prepared to appreciate i t 
In that comprehensive Sermon on the 
Mount he describes a perfect man, the 
elements of whose character are to be 
" poor in spirit " or humble towards God, 
and teachable ; to " mourn " over sin ; 
to be'" meek," not proud or ostentatious ; 
to " hunger and thirst after righteous
ness ; " t o b e "merciful," "pure in 
heart; " the firm advocate for truth ; and 
to endure "persecution for righteous
ness' sake." Beyond all this, the per
fect man is to even "love his enemies," 
and to be prayerful; and to encourage 
this last practice Christ gave his model 
prayer. Then to crown the whole he 
indirectly teaches the doctrine of faith 
in the words, " Consider the lilies of the 
fleld, how they grow ; they toil not, nei 
ther do they spin : and yet I say unto 
you, that even Solomon in all his glory 
was not arrayed like one of these. 
Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass 
ofthe field, which to day is, and to-mor
row is cast into the oven, shall he not 
much more clothe you, O ye of little 
faith ? " This is the first mention of 
the cardinal doctrine of faith in Christ's 
great sermon—and here it seems to 
mean a simple confidence in God that 
he will perform what he promises, or 
gives us good reason to expect 

The disciples were, however, now 
prepared better to appreciate this deep 
truth, and consequently as soon as he 
came into Capernaum he wrought a mii« 
acle, perhaps with the express purpose 
of showing ihe power of faith. We 
allude to the healing of the centurion's 
servant. The centuriou besought Christ 
to save his son, Christ replies " 1 wUl 
come and heal him," The centurion 
immediately responds in deep humility, 
"Lord, I am not worthy that thou 
shouldst come under my roof; but speak 
the word only, and my servant shaU be 

healed," The continuation of the cen
turion's reply is the most important part, 
and yet lo some its force is all lost un
less the reflection is given to i t "For I 
am a man under authority, having sold
iers under me: and I say to this man 
Go", and he goeth: and to another, Como, 
and he cometh : and to my servant, Do 
this, and he doeth i t " It might be 
asked. What has that to do with Christ's 
coming to his house to heal his servant ? 
Could not Christ just as well come to a 
man who had soldiers under him as to 
any other man ? Certainly, but the 
Centurion wished to be understood thus 
—Why dost thou, O Master, wish to 
come to my unworthy house ? It is not 
necessary. Speak but the word, and 
the work is done. My commands are 
always executed, I say to this one. Do 
this, and he doeth it, and to another, 
Come, and he cometh. Thy commands, 
tfaen, certainly wUl be executed. Just 
say then of my servant, He shall be 
healed, and I know the work wUl be 
done, " When Jesus heard this he 
marveled, and said, I have not found so. 
great faith, no, not in Israel." Now, 
from this it appears tbat the centurion 
believed that Jesus had divine power, 
and that if approached in prayer he 
would exert i t 

That lesson, and especially the ex
planation given to it by Christ, was not 
lost on his disciples. They could not 
fail to have seen that if the centurion 
had not believed, his servant would not 
have been healed, and thej' doubtless 
commited to memory these words of 
Christ, " As thou hast believed, so be it 
done unto thee." This is God's rule of 
proportion in conferring spiritual bles
sings. 

Still, these disciples needed line upon 
line and precept npon precept, for buta 
day or two afterwards they were on the 
Sea of GalUee in a ship, and a tremen
dous storm arose. Jesus was asleep. 
His disciples awoke him in an agony of 
fear, exclaiming, " Lord, save us, we 
perish ! " — And he said unto them. 
" Why are ye so fearful, O ye of little 
faith ? " And he cansed it to be calm. 
But might they not justly be alarmed ? 
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Certainly not, if Jesus was on board. 
They ought to have believed that he 
who had healed the sick, and previously 
exhibited his divine powers, could save 
them, ahd they should have been calm 
in faith. Had they approached him in 
resignation and peace, and gently in
quired how they were to be saved, he 
would have still shown them his power, 
but instead of reproving he would have 
commended them,—Zion's Herald. 

EXPERIENCE. 

BY MBS, E. J, KBAFT. 

Blessed with a praying mother, who 
was taken from me in infancy, leaving 
nie in the care of God and a praying 
father, who ever kept us in the Sunday 
School and strove to guide us in the 
paths of righteousness, I waa subject 
to religious impressions very eariy in 
life, under the efforts of Bro. Terry at 
SpringvUle, my native place. When 
ten vears of age I understandingly went 
forward for prayers. My stepmother. 
a Methodist in good standing, fearing I 
was too young, persuaded my fathet to 
detain me from attending the meetings. 
With tears 1 obeyed, which moved my 
father to give me permission to go and 
do my duty, but being young and wU 
ling to please, I gave up the meetings, 
StiU living under deep con viction. About 
two years later under the labors of Bro. 
Curry, my convictions seemed too much 
tor me, and while there was turmoU and 
strife in the church — for Bro, Curry 
stood for God—my thirsty, starving soul 
was in agony. One Sunday I aaw Bro. 
Curry go to class, and chUd as I was I 
straightway left Sunday School and went 
into class, hoping to receive some help 
to satisfy my immortal longings. Having 
great strength of will I could easily ap 
pear to be at ease when I was far from 
it. When the man of God asked me if 
I had a word lo say, I looked at him 
and said no sir, I shall remember to 
aU eternity the pale trembling lips and 
the power with which the words they 
spoke came lo myheart, while I plainly 
saw tbat he felt the worth of l ie im

mortal soul. The devil hindered the 
work of salvation because he had a good 
foothold in most of those hearts that had 
their names on the book that should con-
lain the names ofthe blood washed alone 
Christ was insulted in his own bouse, 
Bro, H, Builin was sent to us. The 
compromising was done—deadness fol
lowed, Zion was barren, and my pooi 
world sick sonl said, I will in spite of the 
devil and all his angels take a stand for 
God, A few others did the same. In 
due time I was baptised, joined the M, 
B Church in full connection and was at 
every means of grace determined lo be 
jnst right With the exception of two 
or three old pilgrims I enjoyed as much 
of God as any appeared to, which was 
no more than restraining grace. In 
about a year my father said to me "It 
will -be up hill business unless you get 
savingly converted, and you wlUknow it 
when you do, Dont you think of get
ting along wiihout a thorough work," 
By this time my brother had been con
verted, I had supposed that as I had 
taken up my cross from time to time 
and had been encouraged by a sense of 
having done right, that when I said the 
most for God and consequently felt the 
best, that this must be conversion. But 
I determined to settle the matter wiih 
God. I rem-ained at home with my in
fant sister, lhe rest going to church Sun
day evening. There it waa I pleaded 
with God, God heard me. The light 
came, I saw i t asked for it, received it. 
praise God forever. The woods, the 
fields, the gardens, all looked more beau
tiful than Ihey ever had done. God was 
seen in every plant and blade of grass. 

Fourteen years passed, I heard very 
little about perfect love and saw no one 
who enjoyed it to my knowledge. Trials 
came, God led me hecause at times 1 
went to God as my only comfort By 
the rich mercies of God I was brought 
to reside near the Buffalo Free Metho
dist Church where Bro. Wm. Gould was 
then laboring. Eternity alone can re
veal the strivings of God's Spirit with 
me during the few months that I listened 
to those words sent from God's Holy 
mountain throngh Bro. Gould to me. 
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Every sermon was just what I went to 
hear. I often wonder how I could en
dure such awful connviction and still 
resist the strivings of the Spirit, and-
smk under the awful shrinking wbich 
would come upon me. When I would 
be about ready to decide to be strange 
to the world, to live in the world and yet 
be dead to it and alive to God, the Spirit 
did not leave me. I told God I had 
rather live in all that agony than be left 
in my former state of formality. It 
seemed to me that I could see Bro. G. 
at the judgment standing against me with 
thousands of precious souls that I might 
have seen saved. This was too much. 
I began in earnest, I went to the parson
age, thence lo the meeting, thence to 
God, and received the blessing of entire 
consecration—setting myself apart for 
God's service— hut thought I would 
leave out the hobby of Holiness. Two 
weeks of joy and peace followed, except 
a snggestion of Satan—you did not ask 
for Holmess and may be you did not 
obtain i t I was at a meeting appointed 
for Holiness and was asked to give close 
testimony relating to my experience in 
this work. I frankly told what my state 
was. Bro. Gould then said I had recei
ved the blessing of entire consecration, 
which often preceded the blessing of 
entire Holiness, that my only remedy 
was to settle the matter with God, ask 
for what I now see my need of, and ob
tain il quickly, I bowed before God 
and asked and received as plain as I 
would take a book from the hand of a 
friend. No more doubts; I was in the 
land of Beulah, praise God forever. 
This work took place one year ago the 
third day of last July, and 1 have found 
that the blood of Jesus has cleansed 
me continually and kept me clean — 
clean fiom the garments spotted with 
the flesh, God has used me as I had 
not expected, but He is formed within, 
has taken His abode in me, and I am no 
more my own, therefore it is not for me 
to question what God's design is, be
lieving that He has an undisputed right 
to use His own as He pleases, ChU 
dren of the Lord Jesus, All Hail the 
power of His dear name. 

JESUS MANIFESTED. 

BT MBS. C. 

" Tonr yonng men shall see visions." 

A littie time ago in visiting, I met 
whb a Christian who seemed to have 
on him the mark of deep consecration 
to God. His whole conversation seemed 
to speak as of one who had ••'fellow
ship with the Father and with Hia Son 
Jesus Christ." After meeting with him 
two or three times he gave me an account 
of bis conversion and religious experi
ence. Thinking it might interest others 
as it did me, I forward it to you. He 
said, " my name is H. E. E.—I was bom 
in North Carolina. At the age of nine 
years I was powerfully awakened. I 
saw myself a poor lost sinner. These 
convictions deepened for four months, 
untU the burden became so great I could 
neither sleep, nor eat One day I went 
out alone; I felt if I could not obtain 
relief I must die; I could do no more. 
Throwing myself down on the gronnd 
in utter helplesness; while I was pray
ing, a light above the brightness of the 
sun shone round about me. Everything 
glowed with light It shone into my 
soul and the burden of my sin was gone, 
and "the knowledge of the glory of God, 
in the face of Jesus Christ" was there. 
My soul was filled with the love of God 
and man, I walked with Him ; "glory 
to God in the highest peace on earth 
and good wiU to man " breathed through 
me. After a time I began to long for 
a fuUer manifestation of Jesus to my 
soul, I could not read, and we had very 
Uttie reUgious instruction, T wanted to 
see Jesus, and I began very eamestiy 
to plead for this, often with tears. One 
day I was working in the field with others, 
my heart engaged in prayer, when in a 
moment the Saviour was revealed unto 
me. He hung upon the cross. So vivid 
was the sight, the agony depicted on the 
countenance, that at the' sight I fainted 
and fell prostrate on the earth. My soul 
seemed then to be caught away from 
the body, and I was in the midst of a 
glorious company. They seemed in
numerable, extending in every direc-
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tion, and all engaged in commemorating 
the death of our Lord. There were also 
beings glorious, passing and re passing 
us. I said to my guide "Who are these?" 
and he answered, these are the angels as
cending -and descending from the throne 
of God. I looked up from whence they 
came: it was glorious. I saw no form, 
but glory inexpressible; no mortal eye 
ever saw such scenes as I saw that day, 
no ear ever heard snch music, I knew 
the moment when my soul again entered 
the body; they carried me home for I 
could not walk. He now told me togo 
and preach the gospel, and I went the 
Lord blessing my labors. My soul was 
filled again with love to God-and man." 
When I last saw him he said, I have an 
unconverted son; I am going to do as 
Samuel did, pray three times a day for 
twenty one days, and if he is not con 
verted then, I shall renew the lime till 
God saves him. O! I thought as he 
told me, would that we had more such 
wrestling Jacobs. 

TREASURE IN EARTHEN VES
SELS. 

BY A U S T I N Q. H A G E E M A S . 

Paul, in one of his forcible figures of 
speech, says, " We have this treasure 
in earthen vessels, that the excellency 
of the power may be of God, and not 
of us." When strength comes out of 
weakness, and riches from poverty, theu 
we knoiv that there is something above 
nature at work. Earthen vessels are 
weak things. Men do not associate 
ideas of exceUent power with britde 
earthenware. Bright gold coin in a 
dingy clay bowl will attract more atten
tion to its preciousness, than when seen 
in a gilded, jeweled casket 

When a man of profound and varied 
acquirements and transcendent genius, 
and uncommon eloquence, advocates a 
cause, and ii wins its way, not a few 
would be ready to think that a large 
ahaie of the success was due,—not to 
the goodness of the cause—but to the 
ability of the advocate. 

God could have preached a gospel to 

all the world by the mouths of angels. 
Bnt it would have seemed an angel's 
gospel to us. We would have lost 
sight of God's glory, in viewing the 
glory of the angels. The wisdom and 
goodness of God are seen where He, as 
far as possible, leaves out the qualities 
in his servants that would tend to draw 
men's attention to these qualities, and 
divert the thoughts from the true source 
of power and effectiveness. Men are 
prone to attribute results to visible 
means, in the work of sonl saving. If 
there is occasion, they will glorify the 
vessel at the expense of the treasure 
within i t And so il oftentimes pleases 
the Lord lo use pl-aia and weak instru-
menls to accomplish mighty results. 

If we would reform the earth and 
move men Christ-ward, we must have 
Christ dwelling richly in our hearts by 
faith—the heavenly treasure in the 
earthen vessel. We must intensely 
believe in Him. We must have an 
anointing from the Holy One, so that 
we may knoio the things of God- Self 
must be swallowed up in selfdenial, 
and in meekness and lowliness. Pride, 
strife and vain-glory must be abolished. 
Moneyed power, and worldly grandeur, 
and gaudy fashion must not be mixed 
up with the treasure. These must be 
put away, else the glory and power of 
Jesus wUl be marred by the egotism of 
his ministers, and the selfsufficient 
haughtiness ef His servants. 

No matter how poor, or ignorant, or 
awkward a disciple may be; no matter 
how contemptible in speech, or weak in 
bodily presence, if he loves and obeys 
Christ's commandments day by day, he 
wUl show that the excellency of tbe 
power in him is of God and not of men. 

Learn of Jesus to be meek and lowly 
in heart. Then you can work. Said 
an earnest laborer once: -' When we 
get littie enough, then God will use ns. 
He proposes to do the work and He 
must have the glory." 

- ^ » • » 

God is a great God, and, therefore, 
we should wait Upon him ; he is a good 
God, and, therefore, it is not in vain to 
wait upon him. 
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" I KNOW NOTHING ABOUT 
MASONRY." 

BT GBN. J. W. PHELPS. 

There are some men who have under
taken the solemn duty of expounding 
the Christian religion, tlie basis of our 
republican institutions, and yet make it 
a merit that they know nothing about 
one of the chief enmities of the Chris
tian religion. They are peaceably dis
posed men who seem to think that 
ignorance is bUss. 

But this position is not in accord with 
that assumed by S t Paul, who thought 
it best not to be ignorant of the devices 
of Satan, lest Satan shonld get an ad 
vantage over him,—2 Cor. ii, 11. A 
servant cannot disregard the wUes of 
his employer's enemies and at the same 
time be faithfiil to his employer's inter
ests. The Saviour Himself earnestly 
\vamed His followers against the leaven 
of the Pharisees. 

A minister of Christ, therefore, who 
does not warn his followers against the 
leaven of Masonry, whi(A, instead of 
being a leaven of sincerity and truth, 
is a Pharisaical leaven, of cunning, guUe, 
deceit and falsehood,—proves false to 
his trust and is one of the many who 
corrupt the word of God.—2 Cor, iL 
17,—by making it a mere means of 
getting a living. He who shuts his eyes 
to a reputed evU or danger, cannot pos
sibly be a safe guide. He wUlingly 
makes of himself a blind guide that leads 
into the ditch. 

Is it not a sense of his own personal 
safety rather than a sense of duty to 
Christ, that prompts the shepherd of 
Christ's flock to say, '' I know nothing 
about Masonry." Is it not his duty to 
inform bis flock, and put them on their 
guard against wolves in sheep's clothing. 
Here is a new and strange religion grow
ing up in the land, with the pretension 
of being a better religion than that of 
Christy which erects temples costing in 
some cases over a million of doUars, 
and yet ministers of Christ consider it 
a worthy trait in their character to know 
nothing and to say nothing about i t 

Young men may be drawn away to per
dition by thousands; the Church of 
Christ be taken possession of by vio
lence and craft; the wine of its boly 
supper be drunk by sots, its rite of bap
tism be practiced in burlesque by infi
dels, its confirmation be parodied by 
" Sublime and perfect Masons " profes
sing the faith of Jews, Mohammedans, 
or Pagans; its entire organism be turned 
into mockery and jest; and yet the sen
tinel on the watch tower is to give no 
alarm I He is to know nothing about ill 

Verily, if political reform is needed 
among our poUtical office-holders, much 
more is needed a reform among our 
preachers of religion. They ought to 
know something abont what they pre
tend to preach. 

And what are we to think of pre
tended reformers who aim at getting np 
revivals, and who leave their converts 
in the damning delusion that they can 
be Masons and stUl become new crea
tures in Christ A revival that leaves 
a community under the impression that 
Masonry is compatible with Christian
ity, lacks the first element of being truly 
religious. Mr. Moody says that " the 
devil never sets himself to work until 
he has been routed." If this is the case 
then the devU never sets to work in our 
revivals, for he is never routed by them 
so long as tbey fail to reach the subject 
of Masonry. The Devil must quietly 
laugh at a revival which is so shaUow 
as not to touch upon that egregious, re
ligious imposture. 

The duty of Christ's ministers is to 
preach the truth, and the truth cannot 
be known by hiding the eyes to facts. 
The practices of Masonry are terrible 
facts; they are subtie, deceitful tricks, 
at enmity with Christ, and to shut the 
eyes to them is to play the ostrich that 
hides its eyes in the sand, rather than 
to play the part of a man, who has un
dertaken tbe serious duties and respon
sibilities of the Christian reUgion and 
repubUcan government To bury one's 
talents in ignorance, may please the 
Masons and other ring-men, but it can
not serve the Lord. 

Pitiable, indeed, is that spirit which 

file:///vamed
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is so overshadowed by the gloomy dan
gers threatened from a secret and wick
ed institution, that it dares not even 
look lo see wherein those dangers lie. 
Untruthful to a painful degree, is that 
mind which will not investigate all things, 
but wUl let the waters of trulh stag
nate, and, as MUion says, " sicken into 
a muddy pool of conformity and tradi 
tion," such as Masonry is, to infest so 
ciety with its malarious influence. How 
unworthUy servile in a minister of that 

• Christ who died that all men might be 
made free, to stand so much in fear of 
an institution of man, and tbat loo in a 
free country, that he refrains even from 
looking into it and forming his own opin
ions! How vain to think that he can 
serve Christy and yet stand in such dread 

•of men 1 
There was a time,—and indeed, that 

time is hardly yet past,—when Mason 
*y, in aU the ai-rogance of power, asked 
its opponents with supercilious surprise, 
if they expected ever to be able to put 
a stop to an institution so " ancient and 
honorable"; for it preposterously as
sumed all the virtues of the Church, 
:and felt that the powers of hell could 
•not prevaU against it. But a change is 
'taking place in this state of things, so 
•that we anti Masons may now ask, if 
.Masons ever expect to put a stop to 
.anti-Masonry. Not unlU true religion 

• and true repubUcanism are both dead. 
Already a dividuig Une has been run 
•among our ministers of religion. There 
.is a class of preachers who are entirely 
•opposed to Masonry, as an abominable 
•blasphemy ; another class beUeve in it, 
•as belter and broader than Christianity; 
•and StiU a third class, who "know noth
mg about i t " One of these classes can
not possibly be right, if the others are; 
and Christian society, for tbe sake of 
its own respectabUity, will have to de 
•cide between them. Society at large 
cannot long shut its eyes to damaging 
facte, as some recreant ministers do. 

When society wiU have given in its 
•decision on this question, as it flnally 
must give it, there wUl then be found 
few miniaters who wiU make it a virtue 
of pmdence to "know nothing about 

Masonry." Until then, and so long aa 
the people of the United States remain, 
as they now are, subordinated to the 
sophistries of the Masonic lodge, their 
republican genius, their manhood, their 
power, and dignity, must remain sub
jected to shame and depreciation. 

On the 17th of June of this year, a 
long procession wound through the 
streets of Boston, and went up to Bun
ker Hill to re-dedicate a monument 
there. At an earlier period, on the 2d 
of the same month, another procession, 
more formid-ahle tban the other for dis
cipline and show, and perhaps for num
bers, wound through the streets of New 

I York, and marched up to a corner on 
Sixth Avenue to dedicate another mon
ument The first monument was a pa
triotic one, commemorating the struggle 
of a Puritan people for freedom and 
equality. The latter monument was a 
temple, erected to Masonry—an un-
American institution, invented in a 
Loudon grog-shop in 1717, and claiming 
to be a better religion than that of Pu
ritanism; which imposes asaessments 
under dursss: administers oaths, and 
punishes with death those who violate 
ihem; which secures neither freedom 
nor equality; whose ofBcers are ap
pointed, and whose charters are grant
ed, no outside citizen knows how or by 
whom, but whose members are known 
to hold a large percentage of aU the 
political offices of the country ; and yet 
there are miniaters of the gospel, who 
commend themselves for Christian peace 
and meekness by m-aking it a point to 
know nothing about Masonry, This 
foreign religion takes root and grows 
among us, in overwhelming proportions, 
within the period of one short genera^ 
tion, and yel we have ministers who 
"know nothing about it!" A deadly rival 
of ^be Christian religion, and an insidi 
ous foe of republican government^ flour
ishes in our midst, and there are ministers 
of the gospel, and pretentious political 
leaders, who are as innocent as doves 
of any knowledge of its character! 

He who knows nothing of the history 
and workings of organized secret associ 
ations, against the principles of which 
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the Christian religion has held a long 
struggle, and in which it is albest, soiled, 
smirched, and defaced, can form but a 
faint idea of the real force and application 
ofthe New Testament, and should not at 
this day undertake to expound it to his 
fellow men. If he boasts of knowing 
nothing of such associations, whose 
books are scattered throughout the 
land, he simply shows himself unfit for 
his profession. 

MY EXPEKIENCE. 

BT VIBGlNIA M, WALTEB. 

I have been hlessed with religious 
parents who taught me the fear of God. 
In early childhood I felt myself a great 
sinner, and was under such bitter con
demnation that in time of supposed dan
ger I would call upon God tb spare my 
life and t would devote it to His service; 
hut in safety I was prone to forget my 
vows. At the age of eleven years I 
yielded, and was saved on gospel terms. 
Instead of darkness and condemnation 
I realized an indescribable quiet, with 
an assurance that my sins were forgiven. 
From this time I tried to follow Jesus, 
yet many times found me a penitent al 
His feet. At one time I made a public 
confession ofmy deviation from the path, 
by presenting myself at the altar for 
prayer, where the Lord received and 
blessed me. 

In my seventeenth year, through the 
labors of G, W, Friend who waa then 
our Pastor, I was awakened to the ne 
cessity of entire sanctification, saw what 
consecration meant, and knew that in 
dress I must be conformed to the Divine 
wiU, "adorning myself in modest ap 
parel " and "not with broidered hair, or 
gold or pearls or costly array," Though 
I was strongly urged by the Spirit to 
yield, yet from unbelief I was unable to 
enter in, so, Uke the IsraeUtes, 1 was 
doomed to wander, to my own peril, in 
the wilderness, until by faith I should 
" heUeve and enter in," This I did on the 
morning of the third day of December 
1871. For about a year previous to 
this date I was clear in my apprehension 

of the justifying grace of Clirist, but let 
it be remembered that I was earnestly 
seeking the second blessing. In the lat
ter part of the year mentioned, one of 
my sisters attended a Free Methodist 
camp meeting, where a holy life was so 
plainly marked out that sbe with many 
others entered in and found that there 
was indeed " a land of corn and wine," 
and thatit was not only every believer's 
privilege but his duty lo be wholly the 
Lord's. Her account of the Lord's 
wonderful workings at the meeting, to
gether with what God had wrought in 
her soul, fiUed me with renewed long
ings to be perfectly free. I began to 
pant after God. Day and night and at 
almost every breathing for two long 
months I ceased not lo call upon God 
for this baptism. At many times I was 
greatly blessed, but still the hlessing I 
sought was delayed, I at first sought 
it by works, I sought the help of man 
but learned that " vain is the help of 
man " when, at the moment that de
spair began to stare me in the face and 
I thought myself about to be captured 
by the enemy, my mother read to me 
the incident of a small bird chased by 
a hawk, which in a moment of extrem
ity took refuge in the bosom of a tender 
hearted man. The Spirit applied this 
simple incident to my aoul in a most 
wonderful manner, and in the same mo
ment, by the help of God, I was enabled 
to enter into the most holy place with 
Christ Jesus, The perfectness of that 
rest is indescribable, and with it a sense 
as though soul and body were transpar
ent, cleansed from all idols and from all 
sin. 

MADE WHOLE BODILY, 

" H e hath sent me to heal the hroken-hearted. to 
preach deUverance to the captives, and recovering 
Of sight to the blind,"—Jems. 

In my twentieth year, two years be
fore my sanctification, my health failed 
and in a short time I was compelled to 
keep my bed- In addition to my help
lessness I lost the use of my eyes, and 
was in that situation with but little re
Uef for five years, 0 ! the bitterness 
of that cup. For me, so fuU of ILfe's 
happy anticipations, to be thus cut down 

11 
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was no trifling matter. But praise God, 
the severity of the correction has yielded 
in proportion the peacsable fruits of right
eousness. I enjoyed the blessing of 
hoUness some six months -before feeling 
at -Uberty.to pray for the healing of my 
body, fearing 1 should desire it without 
due submission to God's wUl, and it was 
with fear and trembling that I first made 
known this request Though my plead 
ings in this direction were earnest and 
oflen agonizing, yet I could say with a 
fervor as never before, " Not my will 
but thine be dona" I once realized that 
the Saviour's back was turned toward me 
in the presentation of this petition, but 
like the Syrophenician woman I contin
ued caUing, " Jesus thou Son.of David 
have mercy on me." 

About the end of Nov. or early in Dec. 
18731 realized that my faith was perfect, 
that I was ready now to be healed, that 
by the hand of faith I touched now and 
momentarily the hem of the promises. 
From thia lime my faith, with one excep. 
tion, remained flxed. 

During the time between Dec. 1873 
and July 1874 I was healed to such an 
extent I could walk some and aee more 
or less every day, though sometimea 
only with one eye. A portion of this 
time I felt as though in a furnace of fire, 
but amid the flames I realized the pres
ence of one like unto the Son of God, 
who said, " I have chosen thee in the 
furnace of affliction." This for a time 
seemed answerable to my petition, and 
I thought it my life work to suffer. For 
a while my faith became inactive and I 
almost ceased praying for my health, 
though I felt perfect submission, yet 
somehow I was soon crying and that 
most instinctively, " Thou Snn of David 
have mercy on me." After this my faith 
was settled, knowing that God did indeed 
hear my prayer. O ! the lesson of pa
tience I leamed in thns waiting God's 
good time. With what comfort could I 
present my body an offering to Him, re
alizing that as soon as consistent with 
His wUl I should be healed. I had an 
assurance of this, but did not know 
whether it would be during Ufe or ac
compliahed only at death. In this man

ner I waited before God until the morn
ing of the 29th of July, when, without 
ecstasy of joy or extra Ulumination there 
came a sense of the presence of the 
Saviour and a presentation of the gift 
of health, accompanied with these words, 
" Here is the gift for which you have 
been praying, are you willing to receive 
it ? " Accompanying this was a preter
natural perception of the misrepresent
ation and misunderstanding following 
such confessions, how I should be deem-" 
ed a hypocrite etc., which might be my 
portion. But 1 set my face against the 
flood and said, "Thy wiU be done." 
The love of Christ constrained me. I 
know that He is a wise master buUder, 
and is not mistaken in His work. At 
this point my request was granted. For
ever to be remembered moment! I at 
first felt the incoming of divine power 
at the parts diseased, steadUy driving 
out the disease untU death was swallow 
ed up in victoiy, I at once, by faith 
more than feeling, arose from my bed 
and proceeded to work abont the house, 
to the great astonishment of my, friends, 
some of whom thought me wild, but 1 
contkiued my work assuring them that 
Jesua had healed me. My healing took 
place on Wednesday; on Saturday I was 
persuaded to lay down, which I did, but 
I found the bed no place for me. I thought 
of Peter's wife's mother who " arose and 
ministered unto them." To her, strength 
as well as health was instantly given, 
as was the case of the palsied man, who 
rosOj look up his bed, and walked. I re
turned to my work, backing my experi
ence with those in God's word, and did 
not Ue down any more during day time. 
My frienda could not realize the com
pleteness of the cure until I had read 
a fuU hour, and that by lamp Ught, the 
first opportunity after being healed. A 
week from this time I discharged the 
hired girl, taking charge of the house
hold work, which I have continued -with 
ease. About four weeks after my heal
ing I had occasion to walk four miles, 
which I did -with little or no weariness. 

Let me add, to the praise of God, that 
I have no disease whatever. I am able 
to do more work vrith less weariness than 
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at any other period in my life. And 
Jesns is the balm that made me whole. 
As He, in the end, did unto His servant 
Job, so hath he done unto His hand
maiden. Greatly to be praised is the 
name of our Saviour. 

Van Buren Co., Iowa. 
— - • • - • - • 

THE PURE IN HEART ARE 
HUMBLE. 

We sometimes hear it said that if any 
one is made perfect in Christ—is whoUy 
sanctifled,—he cannot be abased in his 
own eyes, for he is perfect. 

How far is this from being the case. 
We may iUustrate what we would say 
in answer to the objection, by the case 
of the penitent sinner. When he is 
bronght to see and apprehend fuUy his 
condition as unreconcUed to God, as 
lost in sin, utterly and hopelessly lost, 
forever lost, for all that human aid can 
avail, and then has a view of Jesus as 
an almighty Saviour, the one, and the 
only one adapted to his necessity, and 
sees how freely and how fully he 
wUl sa-vB; when, with all his soul, he 
receives him as his Saviour, and feels 
how great.the grace, the unmerited favor 
shown to him, is his heart lifted up -with
in him, to glory in himself? None will 
admit i t Then, " as ye have received 
Christ, so walk in him." In deep loath
ing of self and sin, earnest faith, which 
holds with an unyielding grasp, and a 
quenchless love to the great Deliverer, 
who is " strong to save, and mighty to 
redeem," and whose love is equal to his 
power. 

When the Lord promised by Ezekiel 
that he would cleanse his people from 
all their filthiness, and all their idols, 
that he would save them from aU their 
uncleanness, etc.,—Ezek. xxxvL, from 
the 17th verse to the end,^he says: 
"Then shaU ye remember your own 
evil ways, and your doings that were 
not good, and shall loathe yourselves in 
your own sight, for your iniquities and 
your abominations. Not for your 5&kes 
do I this, saith the Lord, be it known 
unto you." 

Shall we ever lose sight pf " the rock 

whence we were hewn, or the hole of 
the pit whence we were digged ?" Shall 
we ever cease to magnify the riches ot 
that abounding grace, which has taken 
onr feet from the miry clay and set 
them upon a rock, and put a new song 
in our mouths, even praise to our God ? 
—and shall we now " continue in sin 
that grace may abound ? God forbid! 
How shaU we who are dead to •sin, live 
any longer therein ?" It is " by grace 
we are saved through faith, and that 
not of ourselves, it is the gift of God." 

Hence the necessity of prayer -with
out ceasing, of continned, abiding faith, 
and a present salvation, moment by 
moment When trials come, as come 
they must, *' for whom the Lord loveth 
he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son 
whom he receiveth," shall we suffer our 
hearts to quaU ? Rather let us hear 
the Saviour saying to us, " I have 
prayed for thee, that thy faith faU not" 
His prayer is always answered, Whea 
the waves roar, and we are beginning 
to sink, thinking we see evH and nought 
but death, let those sweet words, " It 
is /, be not afraid," from the same 
blessed voice again re-assure us, and 
calm all our fears, for we shaU obtain 
" the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ" 

EVEET CHBISTIAN SHOULD LABOB. 
— D B . WAYLAND, speaking of the Chris
tians who were dispersed by the first 
persecution of the Church at Jerusalem, 
says, "This little band accomplished 
more for the conversion of the world 
than all the Christians of the present 
day united have done; " does any one 
ask why? " Because," says he, "every 
individual felt that the conversion of the 
world was the work to which he himself, 
and not an abstraction called the Church, 
was responsible. Instead of relying on 
mau for aid, every man looked directly 
up to God to forward the work. God 
was thus exalted. His power was con
fessed ; and very soon, in a few yearS; 
the standard of the cross was carried to 
the remotest corners of the then known 
worid." 
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REV. WM. TENNENT'S TRANCE. 

A correspondent of the Springfield 
Republican, writing from Freehold, N. 
J„ says: 

"Little need be said about Rev, Wm. 
Tennent; he is nearly as weU known in 
America as Whitefield and Wayland. 
He was a characteristic American min
ister of the 18lh centurj, and the like 
of him we do not see in these days^ He 
waa a noble, holy man, but he did not 
really live in this world. His conver
sation was in heaven. His was an el
oquence of a powerful sort, and he was 
capable of making it very uncomforta
ble for the sinner. Born in Ireland, he 
came to this country when thirteen years 
old, and after a severe course of train
ing, under which he became an accom
plished scholar, be took charge > of the 
First Presbyterian Church in Freehold, 
A tablet in the meeting house tells us 
that he ministered to this parish forty-
three years and a half, and died in 1777 
at the age of 71, The most noted 
event of h's life was a three day's 
trance, during which, he aflerwards as
serted, he visited heaven. He had 
been in ill health for some time, and 
became very despondent in regard to 
his prospects lor eternity. He waa 
conversing with his brother in Latin on 
the state of his soul, one morning, when 
he fell and seemed to die. He was 
duly laid out and tbe people were in
vited to the funeral; but the physician, 
seeing signs of life, in spito of the fact 
that he had every external appearance 
of a dead man, induced the friends to 
postpone the obsequies to lhe third day. 
The third day came, but no life to the 
corpse. The guests were assembled, 
but the physician begged for an hour, 
then half an hour, then fifteen minutes, 
the brother of Tennent getting very 
angry meanwhUe at the efforta to re
store him. The brother had given a 
positive command that the ceremonies 
should proceed, when the candidate for 
burial gave a terrible groan and at
tempted to rise. The good people of 
Freehold were cheated out of their fu
neral. I t was several weeks before 

Tenneni fully recovered, and it waa 
found that he had lost all he ever knew, 
so that the work of teaching him read
ing and writing bad to be commenced ; 
but one day, he felt a sudden shook in 
his head, and all his Latin, and Greek, 
and theology came back to him. Ten
nent's description of the region into 
which his spirit weni, while his body 
lay dead, is simply that of heaven. He 
saw the happy throngs, heard the sweet 
music, and was just asking permission 
to join the angel bands, when he was 
sent back to earth. He never would 
talk much about his celestial journey, 
but said he would leave a full account 
of it among his papers when he died. 
Unhappily his story has not been found 
to this day. He had one or two other 
experiences of the same sort though 
none so remarkable. Tennent is buried 
under the very center of the church, 
and everybody who passes up the broad 
aisle: treads above his head. The old 
church is much as it was when he 
preached in it, the seats having been 
changed a liitie, to make them less like 
instruments of torture, and the luxury 
of a stove having been introduced; our 
aeverely pious forefathers having no fire 
in church, outside of their own ribs, you 
know. The buUding has been mueh 
mutilated by lovers of relics, and the 
walls are now protected by a layer of 
shingles,'' 

THE BEAUTY OF "THE LORD, 

There are moments in the life of ev
ery Christian, when the name and cause 
of Christ are more precious lo him than 
gold; wben the Divine character ap
pears ineffably glorious; when a celes
tial beauty adorns the sacred page, and 
the everlasting truths of the gospel are 
sweeter tohim " than honey or the hon
eycomb," He beholds "the beauty of 
the Lord" in everything. Wherever 
he turns, be sees some thrilling mani
festation. Even the wickedness of the 
wicked suggests to him that God is holy 
and will punish sin. If he looks upon 
the wondeful works ,of art, he experi
ences a thrill of delight at the diviner 
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beauty which they image forth, thus be
holding " the beauty of the Lord," If 
he glances at history, and gathers in a 
single panorama all that the world ever 
called beautiful or great, in science or 
Uterature, still is he reminded of the 
great Creator and Upholder of all things. 
If he he gazes at the sky when the 
meek stars are shedding their silver 
light upon the world, again does this ut
terance within him declare that all this 
is the "beauty of the Lord," But 
above all, when he looks into the works 
of redeeming love, and beholds the 
mighty workings of benevolence there ; 
when he stands on Calvary, and sees 
Him who hangs there, the just for the 
unjust; when he sees the stone rolled 
away from the sepulchre, and the linen 
clothes lying, and the Saviour gone; 
when he beholds the ascending Re
deemer, and hears the man in the white 
raimenii, saying, " This same Jesus 
which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner, as ye 
have seen him go into heaven," then 
indeed, he sees "the beauty of the 
Lord," And he sees " the beauty of 
the Lord" in all the ordinances of re
ligion, in the sabbath, in the gospel, the 
meeting for prayer and the communion 
of sainta. He no longer wonders at 
David for saying, " One thing bave I 
desired of the Lord, that will I seek 
after; that I may dwell in the house of 
the Lord all the days of my life, to be
hold the beauty of the Lord, and to in
quire in his temple."—Christian Wit
ness. 

CHARLES G. F I N N E Y AS A 
PREACHER. 

One of the greatest preachers ceased 
from among raen when the patriarch 
of Oberlin died. I question, indeed, 
whother any human being ever preached 
during a long series of years with great
er power than did Charles G. Finney. 
A littie attempt at analysis of his elo
quence may be interesting as well as 
profitable. It wiU not be unseasonable 
either, although made now, while the 
pubUc heart is stiU vibrating with the 

shock communicated by the news of his 
sudden departure. 

Sudden his departure was but it was 
not premature. His sun did not go 
down until the long, lingering day was 
complete. It bung soft and splendid on 
the horizon, shedding a full, though mei- . 
low light throngh the unclouded air, not 
as if reluctant to descend, but as if loving 
yet a whUe longer to bless, until now, 
at last, by the abrupt refraction of death, 
it is hidden forever from our eyes. Be
sides this, President Finney's moral and 
intellectual quality was such th-at we 
honor and not wrong his memory when 
we try, in whatever way, to turn his 
example to useful, practical account 

It so happened that I was a student 
in the University .of Rochester when, 
in the winter of 1856-7, President Fin
ney held the last of his remarkable se
ries of preaching services in that city. 
Preaching services, I say; but I am 
immediately in doubt whether I ought 
not equally" to characterize them as 
praying services. For it was an essen
tial feature of Mr. Finney's method as 
a revivalist, to establish daily prayer-
meetings at the outset, in connection 
with his preaching; and even the coldly 
rationalizing observer of his work would 
have been forced to confess that the 
praying, if only as a means of human 
excitation, was, not less than the ser
mons, the secret of his wonderful sue 
cess. In 1823, upward of twenty-five 
years before, while Rochester was still 
a village and while Mr, Finney was stUl 
a young man, he had made that place 
the theater of his efforts as a revivalist. 
Some of the most prominent citizens of 
the town, converted at that time, espe
ciaUy from among the lawyers, were in 
1856 yet living to welcome Mr. Finney 
back to Rochester as their spiritual 
father. 

The interest was extraordinary. The 
city was taken possession of Scarcely 
anything else was talked about The 
atmosphere was full of a kind of elec
tricity of spiritual power. The daily 
papers all reported the meetings at great 
length. Strangers casually visiting the 
city, were unable to resist the infection 
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of the prevailing reUgious »..'i;->nce.— 
The raUroads at one time, I reme„. -
were obstructed by a snow-storm, whicn 
detained large numbers of passengers 
temporarily in the city, A large pro
portion of these were attracted into the 
meetings. The result was that a great 
many, during this brief interval, were 
converted. People accosted each other 
in the street, and began an exchange of 
question and reply on the aubject of per
sonal reUgion, as naturally and easily 
almost as in a time of commercial dis
tress they would talk of the financial 
condition of the country; or, to use an 
apter illustration, as in a time of epi
demic disease, they would talk of their 
own health and of that of their famUies 
and friends. 

Leaving out of account the supernat
ural element that wrought in the Roch
ester movement, we see Mr, Finney 
standing in it apart and alone, as its 
single^master spirit, as the Prospeto— 
if such an application wiU notbe deemed 
unworthy of the theme—the Prospero 
of the mighty moral tempest 

I am profoundly persuaded that Mr, 
Finney was a man of God, in the an
tique scriptural sense of that expression, 

• I have no doubt he derived, through 
prayer and obedient living, from tbe 
Holy Ghost himself, that extraordinary, 
that supernatural power which he wield
ed—if it did not rather wield him,—in 
his preaching. This is my unwavering 
conviction. I record it as my own joy
ful, personal testimony to what I beUeve 
to be in his case the strengthening and 
inspiring truth, and in the case of ua all 
the strengthening and inspiring possibil
ity 

But the divine, supernatural factor of 
Mr, Finney's influence as a preacher is, 
of course, beyond our exploration and 
analysis. We have done our duty and 
exhausted our privUege concerning it, 
when we have devoutiy acknowledged 
its presence and noted, besides, the hu
man conditions of its presence. These 
conditions are, in fact, one condition. 
They may aU be summed up in a single 
word—obedience, Mr, Finney obeyed 
God. His obedience was the conduct

ing medium that drew down the power 
of the Holy Ghost upon him. If his 
obedience had been stiU better than it 
was, it would have drawn down upon 
him the same power in stUl greater 
measure. 

When I use the word obedience thus, 
of course, I do not mean a conformity 
merely in act I mean a voluntary 
in being as well as in doing. I include 
faith, or trust, as a part of obedience. 
Mr. Finney's faith, which some, no 
doubt, would make to be the prime ele
ment of his power, had nothing of vague
ness or of mysticism in it. I t was 
practical It was obedience rather. It 
did not seek to exist by itself and exert, 
as it were, a magical infiuence, a kind 
of self flattering, miraculous power. It 
was content to take God at his word, 
and act accordingly. It went right on 
and obeyed. This, I think, on the side 
of personal piety, and on the side, too, 
of the divine factor in pulpit power, is 
the great lesson to us of Mr. Finney's 
life. According as our obedience match
es Mr. Finney's, God will make us 
strong like him.— Wm. C. Wilkin,son, 
in Independent. 

« >» 
Be persuaded to travel in the way 

that leads to heaven, viz: in a way of 
holmess, self-denial and mortiflcation, 
in a way of obedience to all commands 
of God, in a way of following Christ's 
example, in a way of heavenly life, or 
imitation of the saints and angels that 
live in heaven. Be content to travel 
on in this way, in a laborious manner, 
to endure the fatigues of i t Begin to 
travel it at once, if you have not al
ready begun it, and travel it with as
siduity. Let it be your daily work 
from morning to night, and hold out in 
it to the end. Let there be nothing 
that shall stop or discourage you to turn 
aside from this road. Labor to be grow
ing in hoUness, to be growing nearer 
and nearer to heaven, in that you are 
more and more as you shall be when 
you get there (if that ever be), and let 
aU other concerns be subordinate to this 
great concern of getting forward to
ward heaven,— Edwards. 
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BELIGIOUS PLATS, 

Christ Ba.yB, And I , i f Ibe lifted up from 
the earth, •will draw aB men untome.—Jno, 
xii. 32. The preaching of the cross is the 
greatest attraction that this world ever 
saw. Other sources of interest lose, -with 
their novelty, the power to please; but 
the more thoroughly we become acquaint
ed with the Gospel, the greater is its in
fluence over us. The story of the cross 
never grows old. The Gospel cannot be 
preached in its purity—in the power of 
the Holy Ghost—without drawing the peo
ple to listen to its offers of mercy. Bnt 
as Christianity degenerates, it loses its 
hold upon the the people, and the preach
ers resort to worldly artifices to secure the 
attention which their message, of itself, 
fails to receive. In the twelfth century 
the ecclesiastics resorted to theatrical ex
hibitions to instruct the people in the mys
teries of religion, W. Fitz Stephen, who 
wrote a description of London iu 1180, 
says, "London, for theatrical spectacles, 
hath religious plays, which are represen
tations of the miracles which holy confes 
sors had wrought, and of the sufferings 
by which martyrs had displayed their con
stancy," The principal events of the Old 
and New Testament were dramatized. 
These dramatic spectacles were first ex
hibited in the open air. Afterwards they 
were performed ih the churches, and some
times on the Sabbath, The priests were 
the actors. These practices became so 
enormous that they were prohibited by 
Pope Innocent 3d, in the beginning of the 
thirteenth century. He says," Shows and 
theatrical entertainments are soinetimes 
exhibited in the churches, in which not 
only the most monstrous masks are intro
duced, but even the deacons, priests and 
sub-deacons have the effirontery, on cer
tain festivals, to practice these follies and 
buffooneries." 

We are gradually coming back to the 
rejected follies of the dark ages. Camp-
meetings at first were the most simple and 
unostentatious of religious gatherings. 

reached who seldom en 
tered a church. But a change is coming 
over the character of these meetings for 
•the worse. In some places they are tumed 
into the means of gratifying a love ol 
pleasure, and of making money. At the 
Sunday School Camp-meeting, held near 
Chautauqua Lake, Palestine was exhibited 
in miniature, and an admittance fee was 
demanded, as at any other show. At the 
Silver Lake Camp-meeting, of the Westem 
N. T. Conference of the M. E. Church, 
they charged for admission, Sunday and 
all. It is said that one poor fellow who 
climbed over the fence, alleged, as an ex
cuse, that he wanted to get religion but 
had not the money to pay for admission. 
In view of this mitigating circtmistance 
the tender hearted justice let him off with 
the. fine of a dollar. We wonder if they 
sung on that ground the good old Metho
dist hymn, 

" The happy gates of Gospel grace 
Stand open night and day." 

All of these exhibitions are wrong. I t 
is a perversion of the Gospel to make it a 
means of extorting money. Those, who 
preach the Gospel should live of the Gospel. 
Their bread shall be given them, and their 
water shall be sure. But they'have no 
right to make the Gospel chargeable to 
any. He that giveth lei him do it with sim-
plirity, that is, with the one object of glo
rifying Qod. Combine -with this motive 
the love of pleasure, and the heart is di-vi
ded, and spiritual blindness results. If, 
therefore, thine eye be single thy whole body 
shall be full of light. But if thine eye be 
evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. 
If, therefore, the light that ie i n thee be dark
ness, how great is that darkness.—Mat. vi. 
2,8. 

If you hold a Camp-meeting let it be to 
do good, aud not to make money. Do not 
let the mercenary motive have any—the 
slightest place in your calculations. Let 
your expenses be as light as possible. Let 
there not be a single item for anything 
which miniaters to pride, or for any thing 
which is not strictly necessary. Instead 
of making i t a place where the worldly re
sort for pleasure, let it be a battle-field 

One great argument in their favor was where the hosts of Qod take thoir stand 
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uncompromisingly for the truth aa i 
Jesus. Then you will have no trouble to 
raise what money you need. 

Begin to cater to pride and covetousness 
and there is no consistent stopping place. 
The love of the world grows as fast as it 
is indulged. Oue concession makes the 
way for another still greater. Soon there 
will be no perceptible difference between 
the church and the world. 

QUIET MEETINGS. • 

Naturally we love quiet. In itself we 
dislike noise. But we like spiritual meet
ings. Of all formal meetings we dislike 
noisy ones the most. If no one in a meet
ing can speak, or pray, or sing in the Spirit, 
for our part we wonld prefer that they 
should, like the Quakers, sit still. If we' 
cannot be edified, let us not he disturbed. 
But it is the duty of all Christians to B E 
FILLED -WITH T H E S P I M T , not sometimes, 

but at all times. Can a large number of 
people assembled together be filled -with 
the Spirit of Qod and there be no excite
ment? 

It is reasonable that men sbould be ex-
dted when they see etemal things in the 
light of the Spirit. When was there ever 
an assembly where important temporal in
terests were discussed, and there was no 
excitement? But are not questions rela
ting to onr etemal destiny of vastly great
er consequence than these questions bl 
railroads, or questions ol finance? 

The Scripturea teach plainly that men 
should be lull ol zeal in the service of God. 
They should go alraut it deliberately, but 
deadly in earnest. The Kingdom of Heav
en suffereth violence, and the violent take it 
by force.—Mat. xi. 12. But men are never 
•violent until they are excited. Therefore 
also now, saith the Lord, Turn ye even to 
me with all your heart, and with fasting, 
and 'usUh weeping, and with •mourning: and 
rend your heart, and not your garments, 
and turn unto the Lord your God, for he 
is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 
of great kindness, and repenteth him ofthe 
evU.—Joel ii. 13,13. Can this be done sin
cerely by a great number -without excite
ment? 

Was not the revival in the day of Pen
tecost a model for revivals nnder the Chris
tian dispensation ? It seems there was at 
first but a small congregation—only about 
one himdred and twenty disciples. They 
had been together before and no marked 
results followed. But "suddenly there 
came a sotmd from heaven as of a rushing, 
mighty wind, and it filled all the house 
where they were sitting. And there ap
peared unto them cloven tongues like as 
of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and began to spedk with other tongues, aa 
the Spirit gave them utterance. Now 
when this was noised abroad, the multitude 
came together, and were confounded, be
cause that every man heard them speak in 
his own language."—Acts ii. 2-6. Do you 
imagine that here was no excitement ? Waa 
all quiet and orderly ? How, then, came 
Peter to defend their conduct, saying. For 
these are not drunken, as ye suppose.—Acts 
a. 15, 

There is notliing calculated to stir man's 
nature to ita lowest depths like the reli
gion of t he New Testament. It takes hold 
ol every part of our being. Its motives 
are the strongest that can impel a hnman 
being to act. Let us, then, not~be afraid 
of excitement. Let us look for re-vivals 
carried on by the power ofthe Holy Ghost. 

» » • 

LIVE PBEACHEBS. 

It is not a little remarkable that those 
qualilies which make preachers most in 
demand, are precisely those qualities which 
every one called of God to preach the Gos
pel may possess. These are, in brief, FEBE, 
F A I T H , F I D E L I T Y . 

A small sermon all on fire with love to 
God and man, is far more acceptable to the 
ordinary congregation than a great sermon 
very cold and very dry. If your gun ia of 
small calibre, fire your bullets red-hot, at 
short range, and they will do far greater 
execution in the hay and stubble entrench
ments of the enemy, than will a cold can
non ball fired out of range. You may be 
ridiculed at first, but those who are in 
earnest to storm the strong holds ol hell. 

f 
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seeing the execution you will do, will give 
you their preference, 

Tou may not have great talents and 
leaming, but you may have the fire of the 
Holy Ghost. If you cannot speak with the 
tongues of men and of angels, you can 
peak -with the other tongue, as the Spirit 

gives you utterance. The command is. Be 
filed vrith the Sptri*.—Eph. v. 18. The 
promise is, How much more shall your 
Father which is in Heaven give His Holy 
Spirit to them thai ask Him. Then ask 
until you receive the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost. Do not attempt to preach without 
the holy fire. Insist npon having it. Plead 
nntil you are filled. Then out ol the 
abundance ol the heart your mouth will 
speak, 

Tou need, also, faith for your work. It 
is unpleasant having one around who is 
always looking at the dark side of thinga. 
They are always obstacles in the way of 
the work of God. If you look at these 
chiefly you will get discouraged. Then 
your languid manner will discourage oth. 
era, Tou muat have confidence in your 
principles, confidence in your own integri
ty, and confidence in God it you would 
succeed. 

If, added to these, you are possessed of 
imswerving fidelity to God and man, you 
will make an acceptable preacher. There 
are great trusts reposed in you. See that 
you do not betray them. Be true to God. 
He will uphold you. Be true to your peo
ple. Labor faithfully for their good. Give 
them your time, your energy, your love. 
Do the best you can to promote their eter
nal interests. Be faithful in every partic
ular. Do not be afraid of work. Study to 
show thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly di
viding the word of truth.—2 Tim. ii. 15. 

CHOIB SINGING. 

One of the officers of a church visited 
the choir during service. The leading 
singer was engaged reading hia newspaper 
during sermon and prayers. When re
monstrated with, he said, " his course was 
entirely proper. He was ready to sing 

when the time comes. Meanwhile it was 
his privilege to enjoy himself as he pleased, 
so he made no disturbance," The man 
was right He was hired to sing, not to 
worship God, His part waa as mechanical 
as that of the organ. How can people of 
intelligence call such performance wor
ahip ? Wonld a fellow-man think well of 
you if you approached him seriously with 
words of friendship, when he knew that 
you did not mean a word of it ? Is it less 
a mockery to approach God with words of 
devotion, when there is not the slightest 
intention to serve him ? Is such singing 
any less an insult to God because it is done 
in a scientific manner, pleasing to the ear 
of the ungodly ? Do we come to church to 
please the people, or to worship Qod ? God 
is a Spi r i t ; and they ihat worship Him 
must worship Him in spirit and in truth. 

— • 

FASTING. 

Fasting, as a religious exercise, is an ex
traordinary meana of grace. It is appro
priate to times of affliction and anffering. 
The Pharisees reproached the Saviour be
cause his disciples did not fast, while their 
disciples, and those of John the Baptist, 
fasted often. The Saviour answered. Can 
ye inake the children of the bride-chamber 
fast tchile the bridegroom i* with them ? But 
the days uriU come when the bridegroom shall 
be taken away from them, and then shaU 
they fast in those days.—Luke v. 34, 35. 
From this we leam that fasting is not in 
order in times of rejoicing, when the Mas
ter is manifestly present with us. 

When needed victories over sin cannot 
be obtained by prayer alone, then fasting 
should be added. Howbeit this kind goeth 
not out but by prayer and fasting.—Mat. 
XV. 21. This shows that when prayer fails 
we should try fasting also. 

Fasting should never be resorted to as 
a substitnte for doing right. Is not ihis 
the fast that Ihave chosen? to loose the 
bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy bur
den, and to let the oppressed go free, and 
that ye break every yoke t Is it not to deal 
thy bread to ihe hungry, and that thou bring 
the poor that are cast out to thy house f 
When thou seest the naked, that thou amer 
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him ; and that thou hide not thyself from 
thi^ne own fiesh f Then shall thy light break 
forth as the moming, and thine health shall 
spring forth speedily: and thy righteous
ness shaU go before thee: the glory of the 
Lord shaU be thy rear-ward. Then shalt 
thou eaU and the Lord shall answer.—Isa. 
Iviii, 6-9, It ia of no use to try to obtain 
blessinga by fasting that come only through 
confeasion, restitution, and a spirit ol real 
consecration to God, 

Pasting, ordinarily, should not be longer 
than from moming to night. When in 
our minds we associate -with it a degree of 
merit, instead ol a bleasing it becomes a 
snare. If carried to .an extent that it un
fits us for duties incumbent upon us, and 
impairs our health, it becomes a sin. When 
Qod gets through with ua He vrill take ua 
out of the world without our help. He 
wiU give us no more to do than will be for 
our good, Moaes, Elijah, and our Saviour 
lasted lorty days each, but these were mi
raculous lasts, and not intended aa exam-
plea lor us to follow. 

No where in the New Testament is last
ing spoken ol aa one ol the regular, or
dained means ol grace. If used as our 
Saviour intended, lor special purposes, ou 
special occasions, it is a he lp ; if it becomes 
a form, and brings ua into bondage, or ia 
carried to an extent that impairs our 
health, it is a hindrance. 

COMMTTNION WINE. 

A young man ol fine education, moving 
in the highest circles ol society, contracted 
a love for strong drink. He was sent by 
his friends to the Inebriate Asylum at 
Binghamton, Here he relormed, entered 
into business, united vrith the Presbyte
rian Church, and married an amiable and 
accomplished young lady. He led an up
right life untu one Sabbath, a short time 
ago, he went forward to the communion. 
The intoxicating wine aroused the dormant 
appetite, and the next night he was brought 
home helplessly drunk. Hia devoted wife 
watched over him. He became delirious, 
and imagined that burglars were trying to 
get into the house. He insisted on having 
Ws revolver bronght, and his vrife, hoping 

to quiet him, and supposing i t was not 
loaded, handed it to him. He soon fired 
at a burglar, as he supposed, bnt the ball 
entered his own body and inflicted a mor
tal wotmd. The loss ol blood brought him 
to lus senses, and in deep anguish for what 
he had done his agonized spirit passed 
away, leaving a heart-broken companion. 

Here is one case, where, without doubt, 
drunkeimess and death have resulted from 
the use ol intoxicating vrine at the com
munion. How many have taken their firat 
step downward -at the table ol the Lord, 
etemity alone vrill reveal. 

There is no need whatever ol using in
toxicating wine at the cominunion. With 
a little paina, in any place where grapes 
grow, the pure juice ol the grape may be 
obtained.- Grapes may be canned as other 
frnit is caimed, and preserved, tmferment 
ed, until wanted lor use. Where they 
cannot be had, dried grapes, or raisins may 
be procured, and Irom them an excellent 
substitute for alcoholic -wine may be made. 

But i l you cannot get wine that -will not 
intoxicate, then use none at all. Better 
go without the commvmion than to make 
druntarda. Drunkenness is desolating 
the land. Let the Church ol jesus Christ 
ateadlastly reluse, directly or indirectly, 
to swell the number ol its -victims. Look 
not upon the urine when it is red, when it 
gitieth Us color in tlie cup,—even though it 
be the communion cup—for at the last it 
biteth like a serpent and stingeth like an 
adder. 

TEMPTATIONS, 

The quality ol a ship is seen by the way 
it bears itseli in a storm. The test ol o-nr 
grace is our behaviour under temptation. 
Most people are good natured and pleasant 
when every thing goes according to their 
•wiahes. It is impolite to be otherwiae. 

But how is it -with you when you are 
tired, and hungry, and tempted'! How do 
you act when you are misrepresented and 
misused? What appearance do yOu pre, 
sent to Others when your plana are thwart
ed, your services not appreciated, and youi 
motives mistmderstood ? Are you atill 
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meek, and calm, and quiet? Do you in 
peace and patience possess your soul ? 

We venture a lew suggestions as to how 
you should act wheu under the pressure 
ol temptation, 

1. Consider that you are tempted. Take 
time to think. Do not be hurried, Satan, 
like a pickpocket, takes advantage of a 
rush. Be more slow to speak and to act 
than common. Make no more decisions 
than ia absolutely necessary, 

3, Act as nearly as possible as you do 
when not tempted,' Enter not into the 
temptation. Stop at the threshhold. Turn 
away. Use the Btrength yon have and it 
will increaae. Let your worda be mild and 
lew. 

8, In the deptha of your soul cry to Christ 
for deliverance. Be not content to remain 
iu V)ondage. He who is mighty to save is 
near at hand, aud He will come at your 
call. He will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that you are able to bear. 

ANSWEBS TO QUESTIONS. 

" Is it right for a Christian to marry a 
sinner ?" The word of God answers. Be 
ye not unequally yoked together with unbe
lievers.—2 Cor, vi. 4, Marriage yokes two 
persons together more closely than any 
other known relation. Business associa
tions may be diasolved at pjeaanre—thia 
onion is for life. So that, whatever else 
may be included in this prohibition, it is 
evident that marriage between believers 
and unbelievers is forbidden. 

Such marriages often result in great un
happiness, Solomon was a man of un
common strength of intellect. His reli-

"gious experience was deep, his moral per
ceptions clear, and the Lord appeared unto 
him twice,—1 Kings ii, 9. Tet his wives 
tumed away his heart after other gods,— 
1 Kings xi, 4, Is it not go to-day ? Have 
you not seen those who, with godly com
panions, walked in the ways of the Lord: 
but when the saint was taken home and 
the survivor sought another partner who 
was proud and worldly, the other soon be
came a partaker of the same spirit. Dis
eases are often contagious—health never. 

MISTAKES,—We are anxious to avoid 
them. We take all possible pains. But, 
do the best we can, they will sometimes 
occur, vrhen informed of any, we are 
more than ready to correct it. So, if we 
fail in any respect, do not hesitate to tell 
us, A postal card costs but a cent, and it 
is better to send us one and tell ns what 
you want, than to complain where it can 
do no good, 

*-*-* 
BUSINESS LETTEBS,—In writing us on 

business, tell ns plainly, in aa few words 
as possible, just what you want. Do not 
take it for granted that we know anything 
about it. Do not render it uecesaary for 
US to look up any former letter you may 
have sent us. Be sure and give in plain 
letters your name, and the name of your 
post office and State, 

D U B US.—We have a great deal due ns 
—mostly in small amounts. All the bills 
that we make must be promptly pa id .^ 
Unlesa our friends help us, we cannot 
meet them. If all that is due us were paid, 
we conld get along without embarassment. 
If you owe us—be the amount ever so lit
tle—will you not please forward it as soon 
as possible ? Drops make rivers. 

COBBESPOKDEXCE. 
My Bear Eamest Christian:— 

Thy monthly visits are indeed comforta 
to my soul. It is a draft from the fount
ain of life to have the sweet joy of com
muning with fellow-pilgrims far away. 
How my soul longs for the aight once 
more of a real, lively meeting among holy, 
happy, ahouting brethren. But being called 
by the Spirit into thia wilderness to preach 
the glorioua Gospel ol the crucified and 
resurrected Saviour,—Jesus—to the dry" 
bones in this valley of the Bio Grande, I 
can only rejoice to know that the brethren 
at home are praying for me. But some 
one says: " But what are you doing, then ? 
Are you preaching without fruit ?" Well 
not altogether; we have converts, thank 
the Lord I but not like those happy soula 
in the States. We have now a member
ship of forty-six, though I do not think all 
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are converted at heart as yet but still they 
are no longer under the bondage of Bome. 
They l iv fcome out ,and. l am glad tosay 
they are all trying to serve. Jesus. Ihen 
by constant urging, teaching ^ - ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
aging we live in hope of seeing them sotne^ 
time a holy people. Then we have some 
good, faithful followers ol Jesus, who daily 
work and act lor the salvation ol soula. 

When I came here- twenty months ago 
_ w e began our work on the cUcuit wi h 
sixteen members.-all Irom the Baptist 
Church. But most ol them were really 
Methodist converts ot some pioneer preachy 
era who traveled through here some twenty 
years ago. Our circuit extendi from L^ 
loffa to Palomas, a stretch of 117 miles, 
S e e d so-etimes to Meailla. which makes 
thelengthlTO miles, w i thab reako labou 
30 miles. We have lour classes, viz: at 
So.^ o fifteen members and prob Eacon-
S twelve, Valverde seven Palomas 
twelve Most ol these are truly converts 
I ^ m * e Boman CathoUc laith, though 
/omeofthemhadlormeriyProtestantideas 
We have a kind of class-meeting: but it 
U hard to teach theae people tbe real glory 
o f ^ ^ e r i e n c e meeting. At our laat Quar-
teriy Ueeti-g we had a real break-down 
Z l Feast. It was a glorious time ; some 
welpiug. aome rejoicing, othera peniten . 
s S ^ e u joined the church-nine in ful 
S ^ e c t i o u a n d seven on probation; one of 
S r i a t t e r a l iUleboy only nme years old 
but truly a little soldier of Jesos, O or 
an outpouring of the Spirit on this people! 
One m - Joined who formerly studied for 
?he Eoman Catholic ministry. His wife 
m:ther and si,ter are all against h ^ and 
now try to do us all the harm possible. 

Now dear reader, whosoever you are, 1 
y j e tJld you a little of my experience m 
S l e a s t enlightened country, I require 

. • l ^u r help to carry on tins work aucces^ 
S y t o t h e g l o r y o f King Jesua, And 
vou can help me greatly by your praying, 
vea Tnd w i L u t ceasing, too, for the Lord 
L bless my leeble efforts to bless the peo-

1„ here Pray lor an outpouring ol God's 
Inir i t a baptism of the Holy Ghoat and of 

• S t bum'up sin and iniquity and estab. 

^ V tVe Vinedom of Emmanuel. 
"*I , t a W s t r o n g anti-mason, and none 

of our members are members of any secret 
society, nor ever ahall be as long as I can 
prevent it. Intemperance reigns to a great 
extent in this country. The Lord's day is 
terribly profaned. The name ot the Lord 
is taken in vain on every occaaion Theft 
is no sin. Adultery is as common, i l not 

j more so, thau among the Mormons. Igno-
I ranee rules over knowledge. Laziness is 

practiced winter and summer, Tet I have 
aeen and known some ol these people who 
would go to law for five cents. Brethren, 
pray lor ua. 

Socorro, New Mexico. 
M.VTTHIxa MA.1TKIE90N. 

DTING TBSTIMONT, 

MAEGASET P . P I S H , youngest daughter 
ol George and Harriet Fish, Perry, Wyo
ming Co., N, T., passed Irom earth to her 
heavenly home July 31at, 187-̂ , aged nine
teen years. 

Sister Fish was converted a lew years 
since, but, like many others, she did not 
long retain the assurance of the divine fa
vor; and, though exemplary in her out
ward Ufe, lived •destitute of experimental 
religion. But she was ill at ease. Qod, 
by his Spirit, troubled her. The past win
ter, during a series of meetings, she was 
frequently found at the altar for prayer. 
Though at times she seemed much in 
eamest, she did not find peace. There 
was not an entire willingness to separate 
wholly from the world and sin. This she 
afterward acknowledged to be the cause 
of her not finding aalvation. 

In March ahe was taken ill and waa 
obliged to leave school. From this time 
she rapidly declined under the wasting 
hand ol consumption. Iii the former part 
of her illness ahe was in great spiritual 
darkness and discouragement, almost feel
ing " the harvest is past, the summer 
ended,"—the door ol mercy closed. " / 
ought to have been saved during the meet' 
ings," was her bitter lamentation; and lot 
many weeks B,carce a ray of hope lighted 
the gloom that gathered about her. A 
few days before her departure light and 
peace came to her soul, giving her victoiy 
over death, hell and the grave. She earn
estly longed " t o depart and be with 
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Christ," yet feared she might be too impa
tient to go. These lines, fonnd in her Bi
ble, can be appreciated when we consider 
the circumatances of one, in the morning 
of life, with bright earthly hopes, amidat 
wearineaa and pain ainking down to the 
grave: I 

"Thy way, not mine, O Lord, 
However dark it be; 

Lead me by thine own hand, 
ChooBe ont the path for me. 

Smooth let it be or rough. 
It WiU be still tbe best; 

Winding or strait, it matters not, 
It leads me to thy rest," 

Her favorite aonga daring the last ol her 
aickneas were, " l he cleansing wave," and 
"Whiter than suow." She said of Bro. 
Wm, Fell,-who assisted in the meetings 
referred to, " He labored faithfully for my 
salvation;—Tell him I have got religion and 
have gone home." To her weeping mother 
she said, " If permitted 1 shall oiteu look 
down upou yoa from my heavenly home," 
She sent messages to several of her young 
associates, membera of the church, urging 
them to lay aside all worldly conformity 
and be wholly devoted to the cause ol 
(jurist. May Uod help them to heed the 
admoiiitiun I 

Aiter a day of much suffering the clos
ing scene drew near. About an hour pre
vious to her happy release she asked her 
father to read to her Irom the Bible, After 
listening a while she said, " That will do; 
1 want to think," and for a wiiije appeared 
in deep meditation. J ust before the dawn 
of the Sabbath she caUnly entered into the 
" rest tliat remaineth for the people of 
Uod," closing her eyes on earth to open 
them amid the glories of the etemal Sab-
bafh above. 

M. C. BUBBFTT. 
• - • - « 

MBS. JOSEPHINE PABKEB. 

SisTEB JOSEPHINE PABKER, wife of 
Charles Parker, died very auddenly at her 
home near North Otaelic, July 3cith, 1875, 
of congestion of the lungs, aged twenty-
four years. 

She left a little boy two weeka old- She 
was taken away in a spasm, and so sud
denly that she had no time for any parting 

words. Bnt she has left behind what ia 
far better'—the influence of a godly life. 
She was devoted to God in a very remark
able degree, for one of her age, and death 
found her fully ripe for the kingdom of 
God. 

She was converted between five flnd six 
years ago, nnder the labors of Bev. Chas. 
J. Howe, and united with the Free Metho
diat Church. She did not hesitate to take 
the narrow way. Idol after idol waa given 
up ; the vain trappings of the world were 
laid aside, and ahe became a plain, uncom
promising child of God. After walking -
faithfully for about a year in the light of 
justification, she sought and obtained the 
blessing of entire sanctifies lion, when she 
received a glorioua baptism of the Holy 
Ghost, Since that time ahe bas suffered 
much affliction with the people of God, 
and even vile persecution, on account of 
her fidelity to the HolyGhost power which 
God had put upon her soul 

In all her dutiea at home she waa ex
tremely faithfal. In order to relieve others 
of their toil she would often undertake 
more than ahe ought. While ahe had 
strength her energy never flagged. But 
alasl her life's energies were^being con
sumed too rapidly. 

The family altar was a means of grace 
greatly prized by her, and one of great 
blessing to her soul. She had learned by 
grace the luxury of denying heraelf for 
the sake bf others. Though very social, 
yet she would always check her compan 
ions in whatever she believed to be wrong, 
and make them respect her religion. She 
was singularly gifted in exhortation and 
prayer: her words aeemed like inspiration, 
and rarely ever failed to make a strong 
impression on those that heard them. 

She is lamented by the whole communi
ty ; and, now that she is gone, there are 
few who think that she was too eamest in 
the service of her God. Placed in pecnli
arly trying circumstances, she met her re-
aponsibilities like tha truly brave woman 
that she was. Pure, noble, selfsacrifi
cing, heroic, she was too delicate a plant 
of grace to be left long exposed in a worid 
where cold storms beat upon her, so God 
has transplanted her to the genial climes 
iabove. H. F . HruL, J B . 

ii 
1 in 
1.1 
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MRS. C. E . CHILDS had, fo* about two 

years, been a member of the Free Metho
dist Church. For many years she had 
been an invalid, but was not wholly con
fined to her bed until three montha previ
ous to her final departure, which took 
place on the 8th of June, 1875. During 
her laat illness she waa a great sufferer, 
and at times her pain seemed too great to 
endure. Then ahe would pray lor rest 
and lia quiet lor a while, then her voice 
might be heard repeating, 

" Let p&tiencG have UB perfect work. 
Entire aud wanting nothing." 

She gave us many assurances tbat her 
peace was made with God. When it had 
become difficult for her lo speak, one said, 
" It is too bad you must auffer so, is it 
not ?" Firmly closing her lips she shook 
her head. Another, divining her thoughts, 
said, " Tou would say, It is all right." To 
this she gave assent, faintly smiling. I t 
was her last smile. We can bnt think, of 
her as " oue of the great multitude stand
ing before the throne, and before the 
Lamb, with palms in their liands, crying. 
Salvation unto our God which sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb." 

» - • - • 
LOVE FEAST. 

L. S. NBBMITH.—I am on my pilgrimage 

Btilh I have not croaaed the river yet, 1 
feel sometimes as if the crossing was very 
near, I am trying to shun all the shoals 
and quicksands and keep out in the deep 
water, for I do not find any safety in the 
shallows, I have been looking at othera 
who have beeu shipwrecked, until some
times my faith lias begun to falter ; and, 
like Peter, 1 have cried, " Lord, save or 1 
perish!" Oh, how kindly the blessed Je
sus has takeu me by the hand, and has 
raised me above the rolling waves, and 
placed the hoft hand of bleeding mercy 
upon the billowa, aud has said, as they 
seemed ready to go over my head," Thus 
far ahalt thou go and no farther," 1 have 

heard his bleaaed voice aljove the a, 
saying," peace,_be still ;"iand then what a 
sweet, heavenly calm has come over my 
spirit aa the dear Jesus has presaed me to 
his bosom! I am aaking God to help me 

make for the harbor, and he doea help me 
wonderfully. When I feel the everlaating 
arms aroimd me, the arma of my living 
Christ enfolding me, it makea me feel my 
own nothingneaa wonderfully ; so much so 
that I aeem to loae myself entirely, and 
feel that Christ and I are one, and that the 
I is lost in the living Christ, The liring 
Christ! The Christ that died and rose 
from the dead, and lives forever more, is 
my own indwelling Christ to-day—I4n 
Him and He in me. Bless His dear name! 
My longing desires are going ojit fot others, 
that they may be saved from their sina and 
reat with me in Christ. 

i 

- AGNES LAMBKBT,—I am glad that I have 

lound a people that will stand up and 
preach the Bible tmth, I thank God, that, 
through the preaching ol His word, the 
convicting power fonnd ita way to my -
heart; and, thank God 1 I sought and 
found Him a satisfying portion to my aoul. 
To day I do praise God lor a Iree and lull 
aalvation. It li l ts me above the vain 
things ol earth, and seta my affections on 
things above, O, there is power in Jesua' 
blood to wash us whiter than snow ! 

Coopersville, Mich. 

CHABLES B , MAUSELL.—It ia wonderlul 

to know the power ol God through Chriat 
Jesns to save—not partly—but lully. Glo
ry, glory to the Lamb 1 I have this bleaaed 
knowledge and experience. I am a saved 
man: ready to live, ready to die, ready 
lor trials, ready to suffer, ready for joy! 
Hia will ahall be mine, by Hia help. The 
crosa may be heavy, but the crown I soon 
shall wear, 

EvansvUle, Ind. 

S, H, POTTER,—Early in Ule my mother 
taught me that prayer, so lamiliar with 
mothers," Now I lay me down to sleep." 
While young we moved away Irom church 
and remained there for some time. A Sab
bath School was started. The instmctiona 
there received wUl never be forgotten. In 
November, 1872, I was arrested by the 
Spirit ol God, I sought and lound a Sav
iour who ia able to aave to the uttermost. 
To all who need a lull and free salvation 
I would say, come to Christ, 

• i O t i 


