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There is a wide diflference of opinion 
ae to who constitute the Church of 
Christ The Roman Catholics hold that 
none belong to it except those who are 
in communion with the Pope of Rome, 
"the successor of St. Peter, and -vicar 
of Christ on earth." Others, as tbe 
Episcopalians, hold that those only are 
members who have been duly received 
by oflScers duly appointed by their pre­
decessors. In this view the essential 
thing is historical succession. But gen­
erally it is taken for granted that one is 
a member of the Chnrch of Christ if he 
is in good standing in any of the ac­
knowledged Churches of the day. 

In this conflict of opinion, it is well 
for ns to listen to the teachings of the 
New Testament Opinions of men may 
be entitled to weight, but the Word of 
God alone is authority. 

1. The word "ekklesia," from ek, 
"outof,"' and kaleo, I call, denotes in its 
primary sense, an assembly, called to­
gether for any purpose. It is used in 
Acts'xix. 32, "For the assembly was 
confiised." So also in verses 39, 40. 

2. It denotes a particular Church— 
that is, a company of Christians who 
assembled at a particular place for 
» orship. Thus, " The Church at Jeru­

salem."—Acta viii 1. "Greet the 
Chnrch that is in their house."—Bom. 
XVI. 5. " John to the seven Chnrches 
which are in Asia."—Bev. i. 4. 

3. It denotes the universal Church of 
Christ " Upon this rock I will buUd 
My Church, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against i t ' '—Mat xvL 18. 
" Christ also loved the Church and gave 
Himself for it."—Eph. v. 25. 

The word translated, " Church," in ita 
primary meaning, helps us in determin­
ing who are members of Christ's Church. 
Tfaey are those whom Christ has called 
ont of the world and who have obeyed 
the call. So our Saviour says: " But 
hecause ye are not of tke world, but I 
have chosen you oui of ihe world; there­
fore the world hateth you."—John xv-
19. " They are not of ihe world, even as 
I am not of the world."—John xvii. 16. 
This, then, is the first distinguishing 
mark ofthe members of Christ's Church. 
They are not of the world. Its spirit 
does not animate them. They are not 
in sympathy with its fashions, its max­
ims, or its pursuits. " I f any man love 
the world, ihe love of the Father is not in 
Atm.''—I. Jno. H. 15. Bnt Paul tells ns 
plainly who compose the Church. "Paul 
unto the Church of God, which is al 
Corinth, to them ihat are sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, called io be saints, with all 

1 ihat in every place call upon the name of 
I Jesus Christ, our Lord, both theirs and 



103 THB BABNEST CHBISTLAN. 

- ^ 

* 

ours."—L Cor. i 2. Here we have the 
Church described. The Apostle tells 
us in plain terms who he means by the 
Church. He designates the Church, 
not by its creed, or ofBcers, or history, 
but by the character of those of whom 
it is composed. They are sanctified in 
Christ Jesus. Tbe word that is here 
translated, "sanctified," is in Mat vi. 
19, and Lnke xL 2, translated "hallow­
ed," and in Rev. xxii 11, it is transla­
ted "holy j " but in the twenty-five other 
places where it is found in the New 

^Testament it is translated the same as 
here, " sancstified." The meaning of 

. this word is " to make pure—to make 
holy." In its very lowest sense the 
word "sanctify" signifies "todeliver 
from the guilt and power of sin." Hence 
the angel said: "Thou shalt call his 
name Jesus, for he shall save his people 
from their sins."—^Mat i. 21. His 
Church is made up of His people; thai 
is, of those whom He saves from their 
sins. If it be said that He will save 
them at some future time, or in the hour 
of deaUi, we reply in the language of 
the Apostle: " Behold, now is the ac­
cepted time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation.—H. Cor. vL 2. 

AU the teaching of the New Testa­
ment corresponds with this. Christ's 
Church is sometimes called His King­
dom. " Therefore say I unto you. The 
Kingdom of God shall he taken from 
you, and given to a nation bringing forth 
the fruits thereof."—Mat xxi. 43. To 
enter this Kingdom one must be renew­
ed by the Spirit " Except a man he 

' bom again he cannot see the Kingdom of 
God."—Jno. iii. 3. But he that is bom 
again is so &r sanctified that he has 
power over sin. " He ihal committeth 
sin, is of the devil. Whosoever is hom 
of God doth not commit sin, for his seed 

remaineth in him aiid he cannot sin, be­
cause he is bom of God."-I. Jno. iii. 8, 9. 
Thus we see that all those who belong 
to Christ's Kingdom—that is, to His 
Church—are so sanctified that they do 
not commit sin. They are sanctiSed w 
Christ Jesus—that is, by His power, by 
virtne of their relation to Him. As 
the branch has the nature of the vine 
on which it depends, so do they derive 
a new nature from Christ, with whom 
fhey are vitally united. 

2. Their lives correspond with their 
inward experience. Hence they are 
called saijits. The words " to be " in 
our translation are not found in the 
original, so that the declaration is they 
are called saints. In the New Testa­
ment the members of the Church of 
Christ are called Saints over sixty 
times. This is the name by which they 
are commonly designated. The name 
is given to them by friends and foes as 
descriptive of their character. 

3. They acknowledged Christ as their 
.Lord. " They called upon the name of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord."—I. Cor. L 2, 
" They were baptized in the name of tht 
Lord Jesus."—Acts xix. 5. " They an 
justified in ihe name of the Lord Jesus." 
—I. Cor. vi. H . Christ is their Master. 
They submit to his authority—they obey 
His commands. 

These, then, are the persons who, 
united together for the worship of Gfod 
and the spread of His kingdom, consd-
tnte the Church of Christ The funda 
mental thing is—not the creed, nor gov­
ernment, nor history—^these may be im­
portant—but they are not essential— 
bnt the character of the members. 
Wicked men, organized under the apos­
tolic form of Church government, giving 
their assent to the truths ofthe Bible, and 
inheriting a history the most illastrioas 
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do not constitute a Church of Christ 
They are lacking the one thing needful. 
Pflling a sheep-fold with goats will not 
give you a flock of sheep. This ac­
cords, as we nnderstand it, with the 
definition of " the Church," given In the 
nineteenth article of the Church of Eng­
land: "The visible Church of Christ is 
a congregation of faithful men in which 
the pure word of God is preached, and 
the sacraments duly administered." 
This definition comprises three particu­
lars: 

(1.) " A congregation of faithful 
men." Sinners can in no sense be call­
ed "faithful men." The faithful are 
those who have those graces of the 
Spuit, and a life corresponding, which 
fit men for heaven. " Be thou faithful 
xmto death and I will give thee a crown 
oflife."—Rev. li. iO. So that, what­
ever else it may have, a congregation 
of unfaithfnl men is not a Church. A 
defect in this particular corrupts the 
whole. If the congregation is mixed, 
apart faithful, and a part unfaithful, 
then the faithful part, however small, 
constitutes the ChurcL The others are 
mere intruders. Thongh from their 
nnmbers and wealth they may be tole­
rated, and may even usurp the authority, 
yet in reality they have no part nor lot 
iathe matter. Their having their name 
on the record no more makes them 
membeis of the Church than it makes 
them saints. 

(2.) "In which the pure wordof Gbd 
is preached." This, it seems to me, is 
too exclusive. I would not deny 
tiiat "a congregation of faithful men" 
is a Church, because they may listen 
sometimes to preaching which is not in 
every particular "the pure word of 
God. I think this wonld be going too 
far. 

3. "And the sacraments duly ad­
ministered." I conld not insist upon this 
in its full force and meaning. It is im­
portant that the sacraments be duly ad­
ministered, but where is the passage of 
Scripture that makes this essential to a 
Church ? I would not dare deny that 
a congregation of faithful Quakers be­
long to the Church of Christ, if they 
love God with all their hearts, and are 
led by the Spirit, and have come out 
from the world and are separate. 

The essential thing to the existence 
of the Church of Christ is the spiritnal 
state of its members. With this agree 
the words of John Wesley: "The 
Church is called holy, because it is holy; 
becanse every member thereof is holy, 
though in different degrees, as he that 
called them is holy." How clear is 
this! If the Church, as to the very 
essence of it, is a body of believers, no 
man that is not a Christian believer oan 
be a member of i t If this whole body 
be animated by one Spirit, and endu­
ed with one faith and one hope of their 
calling, then he who has not that Spirit, 
and faith, and hope, is no member of 
this body. It follows that not only LO 
common swearer, no Sabbath-breaker,no 
drunkard, no whoremonger, no thief, no 
liar, none that lives in any outward sis ; 
bnt none that is under the power of 
anger, or pride, no lover of the world— 
in a word, none that is dead to God 
can be a member of His Church. "• 

Can anything then be more absurd 
than for men to cry out, " The Chureh t 
the Church /' ' and to pretend to be very 
zealons for it and violently defending it, 
whUe they themselves have neither part 
nor lot therein, nor indeed know what 
the Church is?" 

Examine the Scriptures and see if 
we have not given the Scriptuial view 
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of the constitution of the Churoh. If 
we have, and there can be no doubt 
.about it, then we ask. Are you a mem­
ber of the Church of Christ? Your 
name may have been for many years on 
the records of the most orthodox, influ­
ential denomination to be found. But 
this does not make you a member of 
Christ's Church. That depends, as we 
have seen, npon your experience and 
your life. Are you in Christ Jesus f 
Do yon walk—not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit ? Are you a new crea­
ture ? Have you put off the old man 
and put on the new man, " which after 
God is created in righteousness and true 
ho'.iness." If not, you do not belong 
to the Church of Christ Your sup­
posed membership only lures you into a 
fatal security. 

" Christ loved ihe Church and gave 
Himself for it that He might sanctify 
and cleanse it wiih the washing of water 
by the word, ihat He might present it to 
himself a glorious Church, noi having 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but 
ihat it should be holy and without 6fejn-
isA."—Eph. V. 26, 27. 

WATCH I 

-"For the wrath of God is revealed 
:from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteonsness of men, who hold the 
truthin unrighteousness."—Bom. i. 18. 

One great evil in the Church is vain 
conversation. It is talk and laugh, and 
,no Jesus. 

"I will hear what God the Lord will 
spea,k, for He will speak peace unto His 
people and to His saints -, but let them 
not tum again to folly."—^Ps. Ixxxv. 8. 

"Dead flies cause the ointment of the 
apothecary to send forth a stinking sa-
your; so doth a little folly in him that 
is in reputation for wisdom and honor." 
,^-Eccl. X. 1. 

"This I say, therefore, and testify in 

the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not 
as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of 
their mind. But ye have not so leam­
ed Christ; if so be that ye have heard 
him and have been taught by him, as 
the truth is in Jesus. That ye put off 
concerning the former conversation "the 
old man," which is corrupt accordingto 
the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in 
the spirit of your mind; and that ye 
put on the new man, which after God is 
created in righteousness and trne holi­
ness. ' Let no corrupt communication 
proceed out of your mouth but that 
which is good to the use of edifying, 
that it may minister grace unto the 
hearers. And grieve not the Holy 
Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed 
unto the Day of Redemption."—Eph. 
iv. 17-30. 

"But the day of the Lord will comeaa 
a thief in the night, in which the heav­
ens shall pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements shall melt with fer-
vent heat, the earth also and the works 
that are therein shall be bumed up. 
Seeing then that all these things shall 
be dissolved, what manner of persons 
ought ye to be in all holy conversation 
and godliness? Wherefore, beloved, 
seeing that ye look for such things, be 
diligent that ye may be found of him 
in peace, without spot and blameless," 
Let ns receive and practice the burmng 
trath of God. The truth will stand 
when heaven and earth pass away.— 
L P e t iii. 10. 

Hope is the grace that relieves the 
soul when dark and weary. Hope calls 
upon the soul not to forget how far it is 
arrived in progress towards heaven. 
Hope will point and show it at thegate 
afar off; and therefore it is called the 
hope of salvation. True hope, in the 
right exercise of it upon God, makes 
no stumble at weakness or darkness, 
but rather worketh up the soul to some 
comfort by these. Thus Abraham's 
hope was wrought by his weakness. 
And as for the dark, it is its element to • 
act in that, " For hope which is seen is 
not hope." : 
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THE TEN TRIBES. 

BY REV. JOHN FKTTEBHOFB'. 

The ten tribes of Israel are not lost 
We give a sketch of the twelve tribes 
subsequent to their getting to the land 
of Canaan. It is a fact well known, that 
when the children of Israel came to the 
plains east of Jordan, two' and a half 
tribes made choice of the country lying 
e^t of that river for their possession, 
bnt they did not separate themselves 
from the nation of Israel.—See Num. 
xxxii. 9., Josh. xiiL 23. The twelve 
tribes continued together as one people 
three hundred and ninety-six years, 
nntil after the death of King Saul. 
Then David was made king over Judah 
only.—IL Sara, il 4. And Abner, 
King Saul's captain, took Saul's son, 
lah-bosheth, and made him king over all 
Israel, except Judah.—II. Sam. ii. 8, 9, 
10. Ish-bosheth reigned two years, 
when Abner feeling himself aggrieved 
by his master, joined himself to David. 
— 1̂1. Sam. iii. 7. It was not long after 
this that Ish boshetb was assassinated 
hyEechab and Baanah.-II. Sam. iv. 5, 
6, 7. After the death of Ish-bosheth, 
ail Israel united themselves again into 
one nation, under David. After his 
coronation, 120,000 of the two and a 
half tribes—Reuben, Gad, and the half 
tribe of Manasseh—were present. All 
were united.—I. Chron.' xii. 37, 40. 
Thns we see that the twelve tribes were 
united into one kingdom under David, 
and it continued one undivided kingdom 
daring the days of David and Solomon. 
They were divided. After the death 
of Solomon, when Rehoboam, son of 
Solomon, ascended the throne, then ten 
of the tribes separated themselves and 
united under Jeroboam, and set up the 
kmgdom of Israel. Jeroboam was of 
the tribe of Ephraim.—L Kings xi. 26. 
Therefore they are often called Ephraim 
or Ephratbites.—II. Chron. xxv. 7., 
Isa'xxviii. 1, 4. They are called so 
twenty six times in Hosea. The other 
tffo'tribes, Judah and Benjamin, united 
nnder Rehoboam, and were called Jews, 
or the Kingdom of the Jews.—I. Kings 

xii. 21. This division was caused by 
Rehoboam's refusing the wise counsel of 
the old men, and accepting the foolish 
counsel of the young men of his king­
dom.—L Kings xL 26, 31 ; xii. 3, 20. 

Then Jeroboam, in order to alienate 
the hearts of his people from Judah and 
their former associations and worship, 
set up two golden calves, one in Bethel, 
the other in Dan, I, Kings xii. 26, 31, 
and made of the lowest of the people 
priests, to offer sacrifice to bis gods. 
These acts of Jeroboam caused the 
priests and Levites, and all such as bad 
set their hearts to seek the Lord God 
of Israel, to leave bis kingdom and tbeir 
possessions, and unite themselves with 
Judah and Benjamin. These constitu­
ted the kingdom of the Jews.^II. Chron. 
xi. 12, 17; xii. 13. 

The kingdom of Israel continued for 
a period of about 295 years. During 
this time they had nineteen kings over 
them, all of them being idolaters and 
desperately wicked, and the people imi­
tated their rulers in idolatry and all 
manner of wickedness in secret "The 
children of Israel did secretly those 
things that were not right." II . Chron. 
xvii. 9. They sought deep to hide their 
counsel from the Lord, and their works 
were in the dark. Isa. xxix. 15 ; Ezek. 
viii. 1. They sacrificed to devils.—II. 
Chron. xi. 15 ; Prov. Ixiv. 2, 3. On 
account of their wicked, heathen prac­
tices, they were turned out of tho land 
of Canaan, as God had threatened 
them.—Levt xviii. 28. He also 
threatened them with banishment by 
his prophets.—Jer. v.; Amos vi. 14. 
Accordingly, about the year 755, B. C , 
Pul, the King of Assyria, was stirred 
up by tbe Lord to make war against 
Israel, and he carried away into captiv­
ity, to Assyria, the two aiid a half tribes 
east of Jordan, viz.: Reuben, Gad, and 
the half tribe of Manasseh.—I. Chron. 
V. 26. King Pul, of Assyria, being 
aged, divided his kingdom to his two 
sons, giving Assyria proper to his oldest 
son, Tiglath Pileser, and the south part-. 
of his kingdom, called Babylon, to hi* 
youngest son, Nabonasor. Then about 
the year 740 B. C , Tiglath Pileser, son 
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of Pul, made a second mvasion of the 
kingdom of Israel, and took the land of 
Naphtali and its cities and carried all 
the people thereof captive to Assyria. 
—^n. Kings XV. 29. Then about the 
year 721 B. C , Shalmaneser, successor 
of Tiglath, came and besieged Samaria, 
and after three years took it, and car­
ried all Israel captive to Assyria,' and 
settled them in Halab, and Habor by 
the Gozan,and in the cities of the Medes, 
and brought people from Babylon, from 
Cuthah, from Ava, from Hamath and 
from Sepharvaim, and placed them in 
the cities of Samaria instead of the 
Israelites.—II. Kings xviL 5, 6. 24 ; 
xvii. 10, 11. These people were called 
Samaritans in the days of Christ— 
John iv. 9. 

THE JEWS TAKEN AWAY.—The king­
dom of Judah, consisting of Judah, 
Benjamin, and such others as had joined 
them, continued, witb various degrees 
of prosperity and adversity, for more 
than one hundred years longer, until 
the days of Jehoiachin, then Nebuchad­
nezzar, King of Babylon, invaded the 
land of Judah and carried part of the 
Jews captive to Babylon. At this time 
Babylon had the ascendency and con­
trol of all that country that had been 
under the dominion of Pul in his day, 
that is, all Asyria. The first invasion 
was made about 599 years B. C.—II. 
Kings xxiv. 10. The second invasion 
was made about the year 588 B. C , in 
the reign of Zedekiah, King of the Jews. 
This time Jerusalem was destroyed, the 
wall broken down, and the temple burn­
ed, and the Jews, all that escaped the 
sword, were carried away captives to 
Babylon.—II. Chron. xxxvi. 18, 20. 
They were to remain captives and serve 
the King of Babylon seventy years.— 
Jer. xxv. 11; Dan. ix. 2. At the end 
of seventy years, the whole land of 
ancient Assyria was under the control of 
King Cyrus, of Persia and Medea, 
even as it had been under the sway of 
Nebuchadnezzar, Eing of Babylon, and 
of PuL King of Assyria, before he 
made the division of it to his two sons; 
therefore, the ten tribes that had been 
carried away by Pul, Tiglath and Shal­

maneser, to the cities of Modes, were 
as much under the control of Cyrus as 
were the Jews, that had been carried to 
Babylon^-II. Kings xviii. 11; II. Chron. 
xxxvi. 26. 

They shall all be bronght back, both 
Jews and Israelites together, and re­
build the temple. Cyrus was called by 
name more than one hundred years he­
fore he was born, as the Deliverer of 
Israel "That saith to Cyrus he is my 
shepherd and shall perform all my pleas­
ures, -even saying to Jerusalem, ' Thon 
shalt be built' "—Isa. xliv. 28; xlv. 1; 
II . Chron. xxxvi. 23. 

Therefore we see that after the seven­
ty years were ended, Jer. xxix. 10, 

'Cyrus made this proclamation throngh­
out all his kingdom, " Thus saith Gyms, 
King of Persia, ' The Lord God of 
heaven has given me all the kingdoms 
of the earth, and has charged me to 
build him a house at Jerusalem whicb is 
in Judah. Who is there among all his 
people ? his God be with him, and let 
him go up to Jerusalem and build the 
house of the Lord God of Israel, and 
whosoever remaineth in the house where 
he sojourneth, let the men of his place 
help him with silver and gold.—^Ezia 
first chap. Here we see that Gyms 
made no distinction between the Jews 
and Israelites, and this was in accord­
ance with God's promise to them by hb 
prophets, that both the Jews and Israel­
ites should be brought back together to 
the land of Palestine. Then God sad, 
" I will bring again the captivity of my 
people, Israel and Judah, saith the 
Lord."—Jer. xxx. 3. " In those days 
the house of Judah shall walk with the 
house of Israel; tbey shall come to­
gether out of the land of the North to 
the land I have given for an inheritance 
to your Father's."—Jer. iii. IS. "And 
I will cause the captivity of Judah and 
the captivity of Israel to retum, and 
will them build, as at the first."—Jer-
xxxiii. 7. This promise is or was as 
much to the Israelites as it was to the 
Jews, and there are still more promises 
given to them both jointly. " In those 
days, saith the Lord, shall tbe children 
of Judah come, they and tbe children 
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of Israel together; they shall ask the 
way to Zion."—Jer. L 4, 5. "Behold, 
the days come when it shall be no more 
said, "The Lord liveth that bronght the 
children of Israel from the land of the 
North, and from all the lands, whither 
I had driven them; behold, I will send 
for many fishers and they shall fish 
them, apd many hunters and they shaU 
hunt them from every mountain and 
from every hill, and out of the holes of 
the rocks."—Jer. xvL 14, 16. . "They 
shall be gathered from the land of As­
syria, and the outcasts in the land of 
Egypt and shall worship the Lord in 
the Holy Mount at Jerusalem."—Isa. 
xxvii. 13. 

The testimony of God is abundant to 
prove that the t«n tribes of Israel were 
brought back with the Jews from the 
Nortih as one people to Jerusalem; 
therefore, to search for them elsewhere, 
among other nations or countries, is to 
seek for them where they are not to be 
found; hence the reports that the ten 
tribes were lost, or fonnd in America, 
or as some of late say, in Japan, among 
the Japanese, all conflict with the Bible. 
Bnt some may ask. Were they to be 
fonnd in the land of Canaan ? We 
answer, they were, but not as a sepa­
rate people from the Jews, as they once 
were, I. Chron. xii. 20, but wben they 
came back together from captivity, they 
were united into one kingdom, accord­
ing to the word of the Lord: " He, the 
Lord, shall set his hand to recover the 
remnant of his people, which shall be 
left from Assyria, and from Egypt, and 
from Pathros, and from Cnsh, and from 
Elam, and from Shinar, and from Ham­
ath, and from the islands of the sea. 
He shall assemble the outcasts of Is­
rael, and gather together the dispersed 
of Judah, from the four corners of the 
earth. Ephraim shall not envy Judah, 
and Judah shall not envr Ephraim.— 
Isa. xi. 11, 13. "Then shall the chil­
dren of Judah aud the children of Is­
rael be gathered together, and appoint 
themselves one head."—Amos i. 11. 
"Behold, I will take the children of 
Israel from among the heathen, whither 
they be gone, and bring them into their 

own land and make tbem one nation, 
and they shall be no more two nations, 
neither shall they be divided into two 
kingdoms any more at -all."—Ezekiel 
xxxvii. 22. Hence, according to the 
word of the Lord, after their retum 
from captivity, they continued as one 
people or nation even to this day. 

'—*-•-• 
MRS. CORNELIA THOMPSON 

SKINNER. 

BY E E V . J . G. T E B B I L L . 

The subject of this sketch, my own 
sister, was the daughter of Harry and 
Amelia Terrill. She was born in Dun­
dee, Yates county, N. Y., October 17, 
1831, and was "born again" at a watch-
meeting, held at the same place New 
Years Eve, 1843. Though but a child 
of thirteen years, her convictions were 
deep, her conversion genuine. This 
was evidenced by the change in her life 
from that hour. On that night mother 
retumed from the meeting at an early 
hour and had retired to rest when, abont 
one o'clock in the morning Cornelia 
awoke her that she might ask forgive­
ness for her waywardness in the past, 
and also tell of what the Lord had done 
for her at the Church. Sbe almost im­
mediately united with the M. E. Church, 
and was always afterward identified 
with the people of God. 

In April, 1845, our family removed 
to Illinois, settling temporarily at Elgin, 
and then at S t Charles, and at last per­
manently in the town of Hampshire, in 
the same county.. Among the young 
people in tliese neighborhoods she waa 
known as a Christian from tbe first 
In the last named place a few attempts 
were made to draw her into the dan­
cing parties of that day, Iiut she stood 
out firmly against them and was finally 
conceded the position she had assumed, 
with a higher place in the respect of all 
about her for the trial through which 
she had passed. The ordeal was severe 
for one so yonng, but she came forth 
from it a victor, with her religious prin­
ciples more firmly established than ever. 
She never had au invitation to a gath-
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erhig of that kind after the first year. 
In January, 1850, sbe was married 

to Josiah Skinner, who was also a mem­
ber of the M. .E. Church. In the 
Spring they commenced housekeeping 
on their own farm. One moming in 
the early Summer, while at family 
prayers, a tree near the house was 
stmck by lightning, and she was so 
shocked by electricity as to be nnable 
to rise from her knees. At first, her 
husband supposed that she was not 
through with her devotions, bat as she 
remained so perfectly quiet, fearing that 
all was not rigbt, he picked her up and 
laid her on the bed. Moving her, re­
stored her so far that sbe was able to 
motion for water to be thrown in her 
face, which being done she was able to 
speak, and finally to resume tbe duties 
of the day. From this time her -health 
was perceptibly impaired. A year after, 
her lower limbs were paralyzed, from 
which she never fuUy recovered. 

After more than a year of intense 
suffering and almost perfect helpless­
ness, it was concluded to remove ber to 
the State of New York. With a small 
mattrass and a satchel, the husband, 
wife and child got aboard the train at 
Elgin and started for the East On ar­
riving at Geneva the depot was in ashes, 
and the rain was coming down in tor­
rents. Before tbey had reached tbe 
platform, the omnibuses and hacks, 
with their passengers, bad hurried to a 
place of shelter. The mattiass was 
laid on a handcar, tbe wife and baby 
laid on it, and the husband hastened 
away to find a carriage. Sister, in a 
letter written to mother soon after, says, 
" For a moment it seemed hard as I 
hugged Millie to. my bosom in an effort 
to keep ber warm and dry; but then I 
looked up and committed myself with 
my little charge to Oor Fatber, and oh! 
such peace as came flowing into my 
sonl I" Not many hours after, they had 
reached an earthly "Father's house," 
and experienced a sweet relief from 
anxiety and care. 

The Winter of 1855-6 was passed 
at the Elmira Water Cure. Tbat treat­
ment restored the nse of her limbs. | 

The following Suir jier they returned 
to Illinois, and In a season abode at 
mother's, near Elgin. While there, she 
and her husband were brought near to 
deatb witb typhoid fever. They recov­
ered, but sister bad again lost the use 
of her limbs. Before Spring came they 
began housekeeping again on their own 
farm. Her only way of getting abont 
tbe house for a long time was in an arm 
chair, by sliding it one side at a time. 
From this she improved so as to be able 
to pat- one knee in a chair and pushing 
it before her, then to use crutches, and 
to walk witbout hel{^ though her ankles 
remained perfectly stiff. 

In March, 1859, as I was passing 
through the neighborhood, I tarried with 
them for a n i ^ t . On leaving in the 
morning, I gave her one of Caughey's 
works to read. A few weeks after, she 
informed me that it bad been instro-
meotai in leading her ioto tfae expeii-
ence of perfect love. After giving me 
her experience in detail, she related the 
following: 

" A few days after I experienced the 
blessing, the 'Tempter came to me and 
said: 

" ' You are not so happy as you were 
yesterday ?' 

Not perceiving that it was the Tempt­
er, I answered, ' No, I am not ' 

" ' Your evidence is not as bright as 
it was yesterday ?' 

" ' No,' 1 rejiied, ' it is not ' 
" This was the truth. He tben sug­

gested, ' There is a possibility that yo« 
are mistaken as to your experience ?' 

" ' Of course there is a possibility of 
that,' I thought 

" 'Wel l , ' hesaid, ' tbere is a proba­
bility that you are mistaken.' 

" ' I t m a y be,' I thonght 
" ' Well, you are mistaken.' 
" 'Perhaps I am,' I thonght. 
" In a moment I was overwhelmed in 

darkness. For a few hours my distress 
was terrible. At last I fell on my knees 
and cried out, ' O, Jesus, give me as 
evidence I cannot doubt' In a moment 
He seemed to stand before me, with 
arms outstretched, and with blood drip­
ping from each hand. He looked at on^ 
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then the other, and then at meandsAid. 
' Is not that enough ?' I sank at His 
feet, crying out, ' It is enough; I am 
satisfied.' .1 have not been troubled 
abont my evidence since." 

The tempter would have failed in his 
attempt to destroy her confidence if he 
had suggested his last proposition first 

In tbe Fall of 1860, as I was on my 
way Irom the Aurora Camp meeting I 
stopped with them over night again. 
As I drove into the yard, I met an old 
physician of my acquaintance, who ex­
claimed as we met, "This sister of 
yours beats anything I ever saw. Yes 
terday I set an arm for a man and fae was 
swearing all the while. I have juat set 
an ankle for her, and she was shouting 
all the while." On entering the house, 
I found her lying on a bed in great dis 
tress. She had sent her little girl into 
the cellar for a pan of potatoes, who, on 
bringing them to her, dropped a small 
one on the floor. Sister in turning 
about stepped on it and was thrown to 
the floor, putting her ankle out of joint 
By the time the doctor arrived, it was 
so swollen tbat he failed to set it per­
fectly. For nearly a year it caused her 
great pain and inconvenience. 

In the following August I received a 
letter from her, and in it the following: 
" One day last week, Josiah had gone 
to Elgin, and Millie was at school. 
While at my work the thought occurred 
to me, if Jesus was here, at a word, or 
a touch. He could restore my ankle. 
But He ts here, I thought again. I 
dropped upon my knees and asked Him 
to do i t I heard tfae bone go lo its 
place with a snap. A thrill of pain shot 
throngh my frame, and I fainted on the 
floor. How long I lay there I do not 
know. Wfaen t came to, I slipped 
down my stocking and found the bone 
in its place all right, and it has been all 
right ever since." 

From the time she experienced per­
fect love, her eyes were opened to see 
the spiritual state of those about her as 
never before. Her testimonies were 
full of exhortation to her classmates to 
come up from tfae low grounds of ordi­
nary Christian life to the higher plains 

of experience and usefulness. . Her 
husband would put her arm-chair in the 
wagon, and lifting her into it, in tbis 
manner would take her to the house of 
worship. It was some trouble to do 
this, and when her exhortations began 
tb chafe some who '' cared not for these 
things," her husband at last told her if 
she did not stop talking thus he wonld 
not take her to meeting. But the bap­
tism she had received waa not to be 
kept to herself, and the next opportuni­
ty her voice rang out in tbe same man­
ner as before. He then told her. on 
their way home, that he icould not take 
ber again. When she arrived home, 
she knelt and consecrated the matter to 
God, asking that work might be given 
her at.home. Every day for two weeks 
some one came to the house, and sfae 
took it for granted that it was in answer 
to her prayer, and did her duty accord­
ingly. Some, not in the habit of kneel­
ing, did so during this period, and no 
doubt will long remember the humble 
one who tried to do tfaem good. 

This period came to an end the week 
of the St. Charles Camp-meeting, in 
1863. From numerous falls she had 
again lost the use of her limbs. The 
other ankle had been broken, and the 
probability was that she would never 
walk again. Sbe faad beard much of 
theJFree Methodists, but had never had 
the privilege of attending tfaeir meet­
ings. Monday her husband went to 
Chicago with a load of grain by wagon, 
in company witb some of his neighbors. 
Tuesday fais brotfaer came to talk with 
her about going to tbe Camp meeting. 
She told him of her husband's determi­
nation to not take her to meeting any 
more, and if she went God would have 
to undertake for her. They prayed 
over the matter and awaited tbe result 
Meanwhile, in the city her husband had 
sold his grain, purchased a load of lum­
ber to bring home, and with his com­
panions had concluded to drive home 
during the night On the way he fell 
asleep, his team got out of the road into 
tbe ditch, upset the wagon and nearly 
broke bis neck. His friends righted np 
the load, pnt him on his wagon, and one 
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of them cared for his team until he 
could do it himself. He arrived home 
about noon Wednesday, and on enter­
ing the house about the first he said was, 
" Cornelia, how would you like to go to 
the Camp meeting ?" They went, and 
she enjoyed it very much. In the Fall 
she united with the Free Methodist 
Church in Marengo. 

In September I was sent to the south 
part of the State, and saw her no more 
for two years. After the conference of 
1865, I visited her again. As I drew 
near the house I heard her singing 

"Am I a'soldier ol the crosB ?" 

"When I got to the door she had 
reached the verse, 

" Must I be carried to the Bkies 
On flowei7 l>edB of ease, 

-WWle others fonght to win the prize. 
And sailed throngh bloody seaB f' 

I stepped around to get a good view 
of her before entering, and, there she 
was, coming from the pantry, walking 
on her knees, with her arms full of 
dishes to set the table for dianer. I 
backed up against the house and took a 
good cry, while she went on : 

" Thy eainte in all this glorious war, 
Shall conquer though they die; 

They see the triumph from afar. 
By faith they bring it nigh." 

How many times since then has the 
memories of tfaat sweet, patient face, as 
it appeared tfaen, encouraged me when 
almost sinking under discouragement. 
And many a bedridden saint faas been 
cheered by the narration of that scene. 

A uumber of years after, I visited 
her again. As I was returning on the 
train, a clergyman by the name of Pom­
eroy, whose face I had seen at a min­
isterial gathering once, came on board 
at a station. I invited him to a seat 
at my side. In our conversation, as I 
was speaking of sister, he interrupted 
me by inquiring: " Is Sister Skinner 
your sister?" "Yes, sir," said I. 
" Why, when I am under temptation I 
go there to get her to pray me out" 
He then went on to teU me of the great 
blessing she had been to him. 'Thus, 
almost unconsciously to herself and un­

known to the world, she was blessing 
all that came about her. Doubtless 
many a wavelet of influence is still 
rolling tbrough the worid, touching a 
heart here and there with encourage­
ment and cheer, that bas for its centre 
tfaat humble bome in Illinois. 

Towards tbe close of her life she be­
gan to gradually decline—so gradually 
as to make ber a wonder to her friends. 
Subsisting on a quantity of food that 
wonld scarcely keep a well person from 
famishing; her flesh shrunken away un­
til she was a living skeleton, with fre­
quent spasms from a distressed stomach 
that would almost take her life, between 
wbich and in which, the praises of 
G«d were often upon her lips, she lin­
gered for more than a year, and in June, 
1872, was released and ascended to her 
reward on high. 

Her a£Qiction had attracted the atten­
tion of the countiy around, while her 
sweetness of spirit had drawn to her 
the pure and the good. The young and 
the old gathered to pay their tribute of 
respect at her grave, while orthodox 
and unorthodox conceded hei claim to 
a home among tfae blessed. None of 
faer father's family were witfa her in her 
last hours, but nearer, dearer friends 
were there to welcome her to everlast­
ing habitations. 

Was her life a failure ? Shall it bear 
no comparison with that of those of her 
sex who have sometimes been honoi^d 
in this world ? Has faithfulness in the 
" ministry of suffering " no reward ? 

" And I beheld, and lo! a great mul­
titude which no man could number, and 
they stood before the throne and before 
the Lamb, clothed with white robes and 
with palms in their hands. And He 
said to me, ' These are they that came 
out of great tribulation, and have wash­
ed their robes and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb.'" 

"And they overcame through the 
blood of the Lamb and the word of 
their testimony." 

t - ^ - t 

Pray often; for prayer is a shield for 
the soul,a sacrifice to God. and a.scourge 
fer Satan. 



BE NOT DECEIVED. I l l 

BE NOT DECEIVED. 

BY BEV. J. OLNEY. 

This is a command of God.—Gal. vi. 
7. It is our imperative duty to keep 
ourselves from any deception, but I 
suppose God intended especially that 
we should guard onrselves from soul 
deception, for that will be attended with 
the most horrible results—the eternal 
loss of- the souL This solemn warning 
to every man not to be deceived in re 
gard to his salvation, implies not only 
8iat one may be deceived, but also that 
no one need be deceived. We have 
been asked, " How sfaall we know what 
is right and what is wrong, since so 
many teach us the way, and tfaey most 
all differ, as to wbat is genuine and 
what is spurious, what is trath and what 
is error; how can we know ? Shall we 
be to blame if we miss the right way? 
We answer, yes ; if you are deceived, 
you can blame no one but yourself. 
God has made it possible for all to be 
saved if they will. Jesus Christ has, 
by tfae grace of God, tasted death for 
every man. Obey I beseech ihee, the 
voice of the Lord whicb I speak unto 
thee, and thy soul shall live.—Jer. 
xxxviii. 20. 

Jesus says, "Search the Scriptures, 
for in them ye think ye have eternal 
life, and they are they that testify of 
Me." This is a positive command of 
God to read His word ; to see for our­
selves the way He points out for us to 
go; to take that as the man of our 
counsel. Take no man's theory unless 
it is according to tfae plain teachings of 
the word of God, Paul said to "Tim­
othy tbat " from a child he had known 
the Holy Scriptures, which are able to 
make us wise unto salvation. He who 
will search the Scriptures and pray for 
divine guidance will not be deceived. 
If he is in real earnest, God will shed 
the light of the Holy Ghost on that 
word, and on every honest heart, so that 
ne will be instructed in the right way, 
for the Spirit and the word agree. Glory 
to God for the Bible and the Holy 
Ghost, which can guide ns unto aU truth. 

A Universalist minister told me that 
one of their ministers got so perplexed 
and dissatisfied with his own preaching 
(Universalism) tbat he did not know 
what to do. He came to him for ad­
vice. He told him not to preach any 
more till he was settled in his mind. He 
told him, " Go to reading the Bible; 
take no counsel from any man." He 
did so. In a few weeks he came out 
an orthodox Christian. So will any one 
honestly pursuing the same course. He 
that neglects to take this course pre­
scribed by God himself is terribly 
guilty, and will be deceived. Here lies 
the curse on thousands of souls to-day 
who are not saved. Many, in all tfae 
Churches, are guilty for not having the 
clear sunlight of present salvation from 
all sin—a clear titie to "mansions in 
the skiea." 

Any one who -will take the Bible 
right under the light of the Holy Ghost, 
wiU be neither a fanatic nor a formalist 
Bring every man's teaching and preach­
ing to tbe test of the Holy Scriptures, 
for by the word of God we are to be 
judged at the last day. By that alone 
should we judge of the soundness ot any 
man's theory of salvation. We are as­
tonished at the recklessness of thous­
ands who take the teaching of men with­
ont a single look into God's word to see 
if it is, "Thus saith the Lord." This is 
why so many in the Churches say they 
do not feel condemned for following the 
fashions and spirit of this ungodly world, 
mixing up and going into close fellow-
shipand brotherhood with ungodly men. 
They do not hear their spiritual guides 
condemn their course; they do not 
search tfae Bible to see for themselves, 
hence they are deceived. Doubly 
guilty for not knowing the trath, God 
wiU hold them guilty and accountable 
at the Judgment Day, for their self de­
ception, for the loss of tbeir precions 
souls, to save wfaicfa Jesus died. But 
there is anotber scheme of working of 
Satan's or of man's inventing,to deceive 
poor souls, which prevails to an alarm­
ing extent This ia having sham revi­
val meetings. Tfaey look more like 
children's play than real revivals. 
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They are almost equal to Catholic mum­
mery. There is so much mechanical 
operation witbout any of the Divine 
Spirit Merely coming to an altar 
to bow, and listening to a few 
cold, formal prayers will not save a sin­
ner. God requires heart felt sorrow for 
sin ; honest and fultconfessions and for­
saking of all sin; the putting off of the 
old man witb all his works—a new cre­
ation in Christ Jesus. When this is 
done for any person he knows it for 
himself Others around him will see a 
mighty change in him—he is not, and 
cannot be deceived. 

MY EXPERIENCE. 

BY Wit. D. VAUGHAN. 

I was born under Roman Catholic 
influence, baptised according to its rites 
and taught its doctrines. I was led to 
think tbat the Roman Catholic was the 
only true Church and tbat others were 
heretics, and filled with all error and 
delusion. My father died, leaving me 
at the age of eigfat years. He was a 
very dissipated man. Strong drink 
made him a miserable, unhappy man. 
I was let go withont any moral train­
ing. My mother's people were Roman 
Catholics and my father's Protestants, 
which cansed a division, as it will in all 
cases. Being yonng, I did not know 
what to make of it, although I held to 
the Romish belief, believing the priest 
could foi^ive sins, and tfaat all Catholics 
would be saved. I did not remain un­
der the control of my mother long. 
Being naturally of a very wicked tem­
per and willfull disposition, it was not 
long before I became a noted character 
in all regions where I lived. People 
prophecied I would mnrder or do some-
something terrible. I will allow I was 
fast stepping into the tracks of the worst 
in the country, but in the midst of my 
great wickedness the Lord kept me 
from crimes. 

Al the age of twelve, I ran away 
from home and sailed upon tbe lakes. 
The lowest and hardest were my com­
pany. In this way I went on, filUng np 

my days in wickedness that should have 
been spent in God's service. When 
the war broke out, I was in the State of 
Illinois, a sbort distance from Chicago, 
stopping with a man by the name of 
Northrop, a very nice family, and be­
longing to the Baptist Church. They 
gave me good advice, and exhorted me 
to seek an interest in Christ I got 
under conviction, took conviction for 
conversion and was baptised, but did 
not join tbe Cburch, for the reason that 
I went aVay before they had time to 
extend the hand of fellowship to me. 

I enlistpd in an Illinois regiment, the 
first that left Chicago. I did not like 
the regiment I got a pass to go from 
camp to the city, with some other of my 
associates. We fell in. with some men 
who wanted men to go to Buffalo to go 
into the navy. We, not liking our regi­
ment, concluded to go. When we got 
to Buffalo, I left the party with the 
navy agent and enlisted in the New 
York volunteers known as the Utica 
regiment. I left for the seat of war, 
serving my time in the armj', in crime 
and vice until the close of the war. 
Then I went to Chicago, and there 
struck out anew in sin. 1 got into em­
ployment witfa a man who kept a saloon 
in one of the worst places in that wicked 
city. There I was ripening up fast for 
heU. After I was in the business not 
quite a year, I left Chicago to go far­
ther West, and after getting a short 
distance out I got out of money by 
drinking, and went to work among the 
farmers. 

About the beginning of 1866, I was 
out of employment with only a little 
money, which did not last long on ac­
count of gambling and drinking. I 
started from a place called Kankakee, on 
tbe Illinois Central railroad, for Toledo, 
Ohio, pawning my best clothes, expect­
ing to go on the lakes. I got to Toledo 
a tired, jaded, ragged, dissipated young 
man in that large city, among strangers, 
and without any money. Navigation 
not having opened, I could not stay in 
Toledo, for want of money, and would 
have been taken up as a vagrant So 
from Toledo I:went to BUssfield, Mich. 
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I got into employment, intending to go 
back on the water, bnt the Blessed Lord 
ordered otherwise, and I remained in his 
employment 

In the winter of 1867 I was employ­
ed to get out railroad ties. Previous to 
this time. Brother and Sister Bills and 
family moved in from New York State, 
and located a short distance from where 
I was at work. Prizing the cause of 
God most of all things, and seeing souls 
going down to ruin and no one to save 
them, they opened their house for prayer 
meetings, which caused excitement and 
talk. But Brother and Sister BiUs, 
being saved through Christ, were not 
to be defeated, and continued the meet­
ings, getting blessed and faolding on for 
the salvation of the people. Tbis caus­
ed still more talk about their doings. 
My curiosity was aroused to go and see. 
This was the beginning of better days. 
Conviction got hold of me. I felt aw­
fnl beyond discription. I saw myself a 
sinner doomed to hell, covered with in­
iquity. O, how I saw my wicked state! 
How my past life came up before me. 
In tbis state, only seeing myself plain­
er, I remained three weeks, which ter­
minated in my salvation in Brotfaer and 
Sister BUls's house, the 10th of Feb 
ruary, 1868—"Praise God, from whom 
all blessings flow !" Oh, hallelujah to 
King Jesus 1—what a change I Tobacco, 
cards, dice, liquors, love of the dance, 
and lust of the flesh was removed, and 
in exchange I felt glorious within. My 
wicked heart had been changed. I was 
a new creature, blessed be God, living 
in a justified state before God. I was 
a happy man. Oh! how different every­
thing was I Things looked different I 
was in-the light—I walked in the light,, 
being among teachers that were led of 
God, that lived on the food of the king­
dom, and taught the blessed doctrine of 
holiness of heart The Holy Ghost 
wrote convictions on my heart by letting 
me see there were remaining roots of 
bitterness that were not cast out I 
I was not under condemnation. But I 
was burdened to be delivered from tbe 
camal mind, being commanded to be 
" perfect even as our Father which is in 

heaven is perfect"—Matt v. 48. I 
went to the blessed Lord to be cleansed 
from all sin, and to be set apart for His 
service. I pleaded eamestiy, and bles­
sed be His holy name, forever and for-
eyer I was fully adopted in the Boyal 
Family. What, I a holy man ? Eight 
months before I was a drunken gambler. 
Yes, blessed be God, light came in my 
soul to the removing of all dross, and 
setting me free. The past was under 
the blood and now I was in the enjoy­
ment of full salvation. 

From-that time untU tfae present I 
have been a happy man, fully serving 
the blessed Lord to the best of my 
ability, with the exception of once or 
twice, by giving way to the devil my 
joy left me, but I sought and obtained 
and returned to former obedience and 
duty. Thro' Christ that strengthens me I 
will meet with all the blood-washed in 
bright glory. A word to the readers of 
this experience, bear in mind you are 
responsible beings, accountable for light 
and privileges. 

• » • 

BELIGIOUS EXPEBIENCE. 

BY EEV. T. F. STUABT. 

I was bom in Bnilington, Y t , on the 
6th day of November, 1818. From a 
child I was tanght by my parents to fear 
tbe Lord. My father was leader of the 
first Methodist class that was ever form­
ed in Burlington, which class consisted 
of seven members, my fatfaer and moth­
er being two of the seven. I was bora 
of tfae old Methodist stock, as my grand­
father Stnart was the first main to intro­
duce Methodist preaching into Vermont, 
west of the Green mountains. His 
house was the home of the pioneer 
preachers, who were Michael and Sam­
uel Coats, succeeded by Joseph MitcbeU 
and the famed Lorenzo Dow. Sur­
rounded by the associations and power 
of primitive Methodism as I was, I can­
not recoUect the time when I was not 
under the influence of the Spirit of the 
Lord. My heart was often melted into 
tendemess at the family altar, and I 
wept whUe my tather and mother sang 
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the old Methodist hymns in the Spirit's 
power. When about eleven years of 
age, there was an extensive revival of 
reUgion in the town of Burlington and 
its -vicinity. I was awakened, and con­
verted in a powerful manner in the 
night, while praying in my room. But, 
being of a timid nature, I did not confess 
Christ before men, and as none tried to 
lead me, aU thinking me too yonng to 
serve God, I lost my enjoyment, and 
feU into many youthful follies and sins. 
When about sixteen years of age, I was 
enabled to renounce the world, and de­
vote myself to the service of the Most 
High. At this time my convictions of 
duty, to call sinners to repent were deep 
and powerful, but in view of my ina-
biUty to fill the responsible position of 
ambassador for the King of Kings, I 
was disobedient unto the call, and, like 
Jonah, I fied from his presence, only to 

• be swallowed up of deep affliction and 
woe. But after great trials of mind, 
fierce conflicts with the devil, bitter op­
position from the unsaved in the Church, 
and StiU more bitter opposition from my 
father and family, I overcame every op­
posing influence, and began to sonnd 
the silver trump of the Gospel, and pro­
claim the year of jubilee to lost men. 
With weeping and trembling, I went 
forth "bearing the precious seed," yet 
retumed with many sheaves. 

By a prayerful perusal of tfae Bible 
I became convinced that there was a 
power of which I was not possessed, 
and which I must bave in order to be 
more efficient in the work of the minis-
dy. For months I sought this power 
from on high, with prayers, tears, and 
strong ciryings unto God; with none to 
teach me, and none to guide me but the 
Holy Spirit—no minister ever giving 
me even one word of advice or encour­
agement; while in panting agony of 
aoul I sought the tongue of fire, and the 
power from on high. At length a gra­
cious God heard my earnest cry, and I 
was baptised with a pentecostal power. 
Every fecnlty ot my soul, body and 
spirit were consecrated to the work of 
God, and the seal of the Infinite Spirit 
was set to my soul, and I was sealed 

unto the day of Bedemption. 
From this time the Lord was pleased 

to crown my feeble efforts with a de­
gree of success, and many souls have 
been brought into the kingdom of God. 
For thirty-three years I have sought to 
arouse a sleeping church, and to awa­
ken a world, slumbering on perdition's 
brink, and not desiring to be aroused. 
In doing this I have traveled enough to 
circumnavigate the globe a number of 
times. Eor the thirty-three years the 
amount of preaching that I have per­
formed has averaged nearly two ser­
mons a week, besides attending many 
thousands of class and prayer meetings, 
and making thousands of pastoral visits, 
and this while constantiy suffering se­
vere bodily infirmity. For two-thirds 
of this time I have sustained myself, 
receiving no salary, and most of the 
time I have defrayed my own traveUng 
expenses. LiketheProphet,Ican say, 
" It is like fire shut up in my bones; I 
am weary with forbearing." If I had 
health to do it, I should take no rest, 
but I would run throngh the world pro­
claiming salvation in Jesus, until my 
Lord should say to me: " Thy work is 
completed; thy warfare is accomplish­
ed; rich, glorious, and eternal is thy 
reward." 

Happy, if with my latest breath 
I may bot gasp His name, 

Preach Him to aU, and cry in death, 
"Behold, behold the Lamb." 

I do find in most such a spirit of idol­
atry concerning the learning of this world 
and -wisdom of the flesh, and God's glory 
so much stained and diminished thereby, 
that bad I their aid and assistance at 
command, I durst not make use of aught 
thereof, and that for fear iest tfaat grace 
and those gifts that the Lord hath given 
me, shonld be attributed to their wits, 
rather than to the light of the word and 
Spirit of God. Wherefore I wUl not 
take of them from a thread to a shoe-
latchet, lest they should say. We have 
made Abraham rich.—Bunyan. 

A Christian can never be overcome 
unless he should yield of himself. 
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KEEP PBAYING. 

BY BEV. &. B, HABVEY. 

Prayer is a consciousness that we are 
really in need of some desired good and 
going to Godfor it. 

Keep praying is my text; of course 
we must commence. 

If you want to be kept from the 
power of the DevU, keep praying. The 
Devil cannot liarm yon while you are 
praying, therefore, keep at it. The 
world wiU lose its charm for you whUe 
you are holding communion with your 
God. If you want God to save you 
from your sin, commence in good earn­
est, and keep al it, and it wUl come; 
none has been sent empty away. If 
you want to be cleansed from all sin 
give yourself no rest till you get wiU­
ing to let God faave his way with you. 
God is more wilUng to save us than we 
have any idea of Keep praying for it 
till you are fully satisfied that every 
nnholy propensity is entu-ely destroyed. 
It will be done, and then you wiU be 
able to sing, 

'̂  Jesus makes me free indeed, 
Jnst as free as Heaven." 

If you want a revival in your own 
heart keep praying for it and it wiU 
come. Of course we do not ignore 
faith, but prayer wUl bring faitfa. Holy, 
living, blessed, dothed faith; It wUl 
have the smell of the Heavenly and 
Divine. Ejaeulatory prayer wUl not 
always answer, we wfll faave to do some 
knee work. 

If you want a revival in your com­
munity, get two who are reaUy saved, 
to agree with you, then yoa have the 
promise of the Saviour in Matt xvui. 
xix. " Again, I say unto you, that if 
two of you shaU agree on earth as 
touching anything that they shaU ask, 
it shad be done for tbem, of my Father 
which is in heaven." 

And again, Mark xi. 24 : " What 
things soever ye desire when ye pray be­
lieve that ye receive them and ye shall 
have them." 

Prayer is something we can never do 
without in this world. I used to think 

when I was first converted, twenty-sev­
en years ago, that I should n't need to 
pray so much when I was farther ad­
vanced in the divine Ufe, but I find it 
just as esential for me to pray as it is 
for me to breathe. When I cease 
breathing my body wUl die, and wfaen 
I stop praying the joy (life) of my 
soul will cease. 

Keep praying for your children. Don't 
give them up, tfais is wfaat the Devil 
wants. They may be very "bard cases," 
they may be very -wicked; the axe 
(may be) " is laid unto the root of the 
tree," but importunate prayer will sus­
pend the blow and stay the hand of Di­
vine justice or wrath. Examples, " Mo­
ses pleading for the life of the IsraeUtes 
in the wilderness, Abraham pleading for 
the cities of the plain, and as long as he 
kept pleading the fire was staid. The 
destroying Angel could do nothing as 
long as Lot remained; Jacob wresties 
with the angel and prevaUed:" and 
thousands of other answers to prayer 
have been given. One dear old pilgrim 
prayed forty long years for the conver­
sion of his two wayward sons, and they 
both were soundly converted in the 
evening of the day of tbe funeral of 
their sainted father. Father, mother, 
friend, keep praying for your chUdren. 
Tfae bread cast npon the waters shaU 
return after many days. 

Most of the people who are convert­
ed in this day over whom some preach­
ers get Ufted up, are not converted 
through anything particularly they do 
or say, but through the earnest prayers 
of a pions father, mother, or friend. 
My own father writing to me some 
time ago, says, speaking of his children, 
" I have given you all to God hundreds 
of, times." 

Let us keep praying. "Praying al­
ways with all prayer and supplication 
in the Spirit, and watching thereunto 
with all perseverance and supplication 
for aU saints." Eph. vi. xviu. But this 
prayer must be done in the HOLY 
GHOST. 

Assure thyself, thy God wiUnotgive 
thee straw, but He -wUl expect brick. 
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GOD KNOWS. 

BY MBS. a . W. FBENCH. 

God knows wbat ? Everything done, 
said, or thought by y ou,or me, or any one 
ot the myriads of human bodies scat­
tered over this world of ours. 

Did you ever think of this ? 
Why, yes; some one told you so 

when you were a child, and you have 
never doubted it; but did you ever 
really think of it, strive to grasp the 
subject, to form an intelligent, clear 
conception of this Omnipotent Being? 

You cannot do i t Your mind will 
wander on, on, on, until completely be­
wildered, but the effort will do you good, 
will strengthen the inteUectual and spir­
itual part of your nature. 

God knows, A atartiing thought 
Sinner, He knows how you have been 

disobeying Him all your life time: how 
soon tfae end will be ; faow near you are 
to ruin's brink. He has done His part 
but if you wUl not do yours, why you 
must go down; He cannot save you un­
less you are wUUng. 

You are wilUng? Show it then by 
giving up your own way and accepting 
His. 

Professor, He knows whether your 
religion will stand thb test of the judg­
ment day. You had better find out 

Christian, He knew when inclination 
and self held parley with conscience; 
wfaen you stepped aside from the nar­
row way. He knows your heart has 
lost its peace and joy. His Holy Spirit 
follows you; the Crucified One inter­
cedes for you, and waits to welcome you 
back. 

Knovring that He sees you, knowing 
how He loves you, wUl you stiU wan­
der among thorns, wounded and weary, 
when the privilege of traveling the 
king's highway is rightfully your own ? 

God knows. Comforting, precious 
thought 

Dear brother, sister, are you tempt­
ed, sorely tried by foes without and foes 
vrithin? 

He is watching the struggle and will 
not suffer you to be tempted beyond 

your power of resistance, bot He can­
not help you as He would if you would 
otily fasten the whole armor securely on. 
Yon are too careless; neglect to adjust 
it properly, so throngh some opening 
the enemy's arrow finds its way. This 
has happened many, many times. It 
rests with you to say whether it shall 
ever occur again. The Master bas the 
key of the armor; if you give Him un­
disputed possession of your heart He 
will bafBe any attempt made by the ad­
versary or his minions to penetrate 
within. 

Are you striving to bear the cross 
bravely, nobly ? Do others, even your 
brethren, misconstrue yonr motives, 
wrong you, making the cross seem a 
weary weight at times? God knows 
jnst how heavy a weight it needs to 
crush out some defect in your nature, 
jnst how long it is necessary to be borne, 
and He will remove it as soon as the 
desired object is accomplished, for our 
God has pity, love and mercy in abun­
dance for all His children. 

Do earth-born clouds o'ershadow the 
present? 

Is the future so misty,' so obscnre 
that you scarcely dare take one step in 
any direction? 

Take home, then, the blessed thought 
God knows, and with it the promise, 
" In all thy ways acknowledge me and 
I will direct tby patbs." 

CUng closely, confidingly, as a littie 
child, and tby guide shall lead thee, 
through dangers and trials it may be, 
yet safely on, across the stones, up to 
the throne of the Father, up to your 
home. God knows too, aU about that 
home of yours; He is keeping it ready 
for your reception. 

When you get there you will be sat 
isfied, wiU be capable of appreciating its 
glories, its peace, its rest, but until this 
mortal puts on immortaUty you must be 
content with " seeing through a glass 
darkly," comforted ever by the thought 
—God knows. 

Satan dUigentiy waiteth to come in at 
the door, if Careless has left it a little 
ajar. 
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NON-NECESSITIES AND NECES­
SITIES OF THE PULPIT. 

BY PBOF. CLABK JONES. 

(Concluded.) 

Having considered tbe non-necessi 
ties of the pulpit in a former number 
of the EABNEST CHRISTIAN, we now 
proceed to call attention to some of the 
indispensable recquisites of the pulpit 

I. A THOBOUGHLY SOUND JUDGMENT. 
In all great enterprises, men feel it high­
ly important to have talent adequate to 
the undertaking. No thorough agri 
culturist would think of leaving his 
most important concerns in the hands 
of one who was deficient in a knowledge 
of his business and in natural tact and 
foresight to take advantage of times 
and changes. 

Again, no commercial man would 
trust his deeply laid schemes in the 
hands of an agriculturist, no matter 
how proficient he might be in his pecu­
liar calling. Why not ? Simply because 
it requires more skill to manage his 
afiairs. Paul, in writing to Timothy, 
speaks of the necessity of having men 
who are not novices, and in this, and 
other episties he speaks of "sound doc­
trine, sound minds, sound in the faith, 
and sound speech." 

But what concerns are of so much 
importance as the salvation of men, 
and what enterprise demands so much 
skill as that of catching tbe souls of 
men ? " He that winneth souls is wise." 
Some seem to think that any man can 
preach who has the gift of words; but, 
were this the case, many a natural im­
itator could soon learn the theory of 
preaching and thus engage in the work. 

God is a master workman and knows 
what is the nature of bis cause and 
what it needs, and yet he called Moses 
instead of Aarcn though he was slow of 
speech. Doubtiess the former possess 
ed a better judgment as well as more 
grace as seen in tbe sequel. Bnt a 
sound judgment implies a sta(#of health 
rather than strength. Some men have 
been sound ic mind, but have been per­
verted in some way. Intemperance in 

any form, false doctrine and the like, 
tend to pervert the judgment Zion's 
interests are bleeding at many a pore 
from the fact that we have many men in 
the field who may be well meaning men, 
and who may feel an interest in the 
cause of God, and who may be doing 
the best they know how, and yet this 
does not prevent a catastrophe. Should 
a company employ a man who was des­
titute of a knowledge of navigati'on to 
run a boat across one of our lakes, and 
should the boat wreck by means of his 
want of knowledge and many Uves be 
lost, would the public, and especiaUy 
the friends of the lost, accept the plea 
of ignorance? But how many pre­
cious souls are being lost as a result of 
so many men being sent to preach the 
Gospel ivbo are not qualified! How 
many groans tbis extorts from the 
faearts of sucfa as have the cause of 
God near their souls ! The responsi­
bility rests somewhere, and God knows 
just where. But wfay do these men 
make such sad havoc in the chnrch ? 
Ah! the chnrch has made a mistake 
shall I say ? I fear to attribute it to 
such a source. It seems to me that 
there are men enough who have natu­
ral and spiritual foresight sufficient to 
enable them to read these defects, had 
they the grace of moral courage and a 
greater measure of the spirit of Christ, 
so as to be true to tfaeir convictions. 

Who will answer at the day of judg­
ment for those large tracts of country 
which have been desolated by indis­
cretion, when God shaUask'the question, 
" did you commit those interests to 
faithful men who are able to teach oth­
ers also?" These are fearfnl respon­
sibilities resting upon men who assnme 
positions of trust in the church of God ; 
even from Official Boards on circuits up 
to the President who lays his hands on 
men and gives them authority to teach 
others also. How many instances have 
fallen under our own observation, which 
prove beyond a doubt the great import­
ance of having men to care for the flock 
who know how to be shepherds. We 
cannot afford to lose so much ground 
and be compeUed to leave it as a barren 
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waste to be desolated by time-serving 
men ; and much more, God cannot af­
ford to lose so many souls for whom 
Christ has died. . These are fearfuBy 
solemn considerations. 

0, how my heart writhes in anguish 
as I look back over some of the battle 
fields in this state, and image the past 
scenes where souls have been swayed 
by the power of God ! Alas! how 
many of these precious souls are now 
rushing witb the fury of a torrent down 
to deatb and dark despair; already, to 
all appearance, beyond the reach of 
hope; and we, as a people, have be­
come a stench in their nostrils, partly 
at least, by reason of unsound and un­
saved men who have been sent into the 
vineyard. In view of the coming jndg 
ment, allow me, dear brethren, to ask 
how long these things mnst be. Eter 
nity will reveal terrible responsibiUties 
as having rested on the church. Whose 
skirts wiU be clear? Not only the 
leading men in the church are responsi­
ble for these men being in position; but 
every man, woman and child who is in 
the church and is old enongh to cast a 
vote, and all who can think, bear a 
share in the same. Every soul should 
be so alive to the interest of the cause 
as to stand as a sentinel on duty, all the 
whUe ready to reprove any misstep in 
this direction or any other. Our lead­
ing men onght to feel that they are not 
only prayed for bnt that they are close 
ly observed and that they are to be ad 
monished in case they fail to discharge 
their duty. "Rebuke not an Elder bnt 
entreat him as a fatber." 

II. THEY SHOULD BE CLOSE OBSEBV-
EBS,—The Saviour's command to Peter 
was to feed the lambs as -well as the 
sheep, t. e., to look after the weak 
ones. Bnt a shepherd would be very 
likely to overlook some of the flock vm 
less he should pay strict attention to 
each one, so that the spiritual pastor 
would bie apt to pass by some if he 
shoald not give special att,ention to ev­
ery one. How many in the flock of 
Christ are attacked by the DevU, who 
goes about as a roaring lion; and such 
are liable to become discouraged when 

thus assaulted, unless cared for; and 
close observation will often enable one 
to detect these snffering ones. It is 
tbe nature of sheep when hurt to make 
no complaint, and the only way to de­
termine their state is by close observa--
tion ; and so real Christians, like their 
Master, may be suffering severely, and 
yet say nothing about it until tfaey are 
almost dead, unless noticed and ques­
tioned. Like sheep, the sicker they be­
come, the less one will see of them. 
Not oqly are these weak and sick ones 
in the flock of Christ, but different ones 
need a different class of truths, and a 
man of close observation can, aided by 
the Spirit, tell how various ones grow, 
or fail to do so, when fed on a certaui 
class of troths. Som'e need much of 
the law to keep them alive, whUe othera 
need much of the Gospel. Some need 
the love of Christ, others the efBcacy 
of the atonement; some the spirit oi 
forgiveness, others charity ; some faith, 
others hope. 

HI. MEN BEADY TO BECEIVE AD­
VICE.—^Ministers, as a rule, begin their 
life work while young, and hence the 
greater need of their taking advice of 
those who are older, whether pastors or 
laymen. It is often the case that there 
are laymen npon a circuit who have 
bad far more experience than the min­
ister, and hence there wiU be a differ­
ence, if the laity see a man fails in his 
work, and yet refuses to receive-coun­
sel ; and it is liable to cause a division, 
for no lay member is nnder obligations 
to sustain a man in error even if he be 
the leader of the flock; nay, he cannot 
do it and be true to God. Ministers are 
no more than other men, aside fiom 
their peculiar work of explaining the 
Scriptures. No doubt there are many 
class-leaders and stewards who are 
mnch better financial and executive men 
than ministers, and hence the importance 
of a pastor's not only receiving counsel, 
but also of his keeping i t 'This is at 
best a sign of humbleness of mind. 

IV. MEN 07 SELF-CONTBOL.—How 
many things aU pubUc men have to 
meet that are very trying to human na 
ture; but j t is expected of ministere 
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that they never show self or the human, 
faence it is necessary that they be men 
who demonstrate tbe fact tbat " a soft 
answer turneth away wrath." We al­
ways look for models in case of our 
pastors, and so does our Lord. Paul 
said, " What things ye faave leamed, 
and heard, and received, aud seen in me 
do." Again, the same apostle could 
say, "FoUow me as I follow Christ" 

V. MEN HAVING W E L L GOVEBNED 
FAMILIES,—AU must admit that God is 
the perfection of order as well as purity, 
power, wisdom, and goodness. Chriat 
is the Christian's pattern, especially so 
m case of the Christian minister and 
his family, and the world and the chnrch 
too, expect to see Christ portrayed in 
His followers. Vain is it for a man to 
speak in the most reverential and sub­
lime strains, while picturing the charac­
ter of our Saviour, in case his life lacks 
the fruits arising from union with that 
rine. Panl, in giving advice to Tim­
othy, says, " Be thou an example of the 
believers.'' But he had, in I Tim. 3d 
chap., set forth the character which a 
man and his family sbould possess, in 
order that he might' be eligible to cer 
tain offices. We need not comment 
npon the passage, but simply request 
all who may fail in this regard, (for 
many there may be), to turn to it and 
read for themselves. " To the law and 
the testimony," as this always has great 
weight upon the mind of the really god 
Iy man, and such as are eamestiy seek­
ing to become such. 

VL MEN HAVING CLEAB VIEWS OF 
CONVICTION.—Thorough conviction is 
all important to genuine conversion. 
Sinners love sin, and many, at least, 
wiU never give up their sins unless 
they feel that death and hell lie just 
before them, while they stand as con­
demned criminals at the bar of God. 
Bat men who minister in holy things 
cannot expect to see sinners feel deep­
ly the wrath of God, unless they have 
learaed to feel it by experience, and 
are thus prepared to set forth the woe 
which is impending over their heads. 
•A^in, men must have seen the hand 
of Justice raised to slay the wicked, or 

' they cannot draw the picture in sucfa 
vivid colors as to arrest the attention of 
unsaved mon. Sinners must, in many 

. cases, feel tbat the executioner is at 
their door ere they wiU take warning. 
"Because sentence against an evil 
work is not executed speedily, therefore 
the heart of the sons of men is fully 
set in them to do evil" Then again, if 
ministers have not had a deep sense of 
sin and its deadly natnre. they will be 
likely to be satisfied with slight convic­
tion in case of those who may seek 
God, and to be slightly sick is to be 
slightly healed and vice versa. " They 
that are whole need not the physician, 
but they that are sick." 

VII. MEN SOUNDLY CONVEETED.— 
Tfais is pre-eminently an age of shams, 
an age of conjecture, an age ol theori­
zing, an age of sophistry, an age of hope. 
So mucb so is tbis the case that most 
men seem to be quite as much surprised 
to hear the Christian talk of positive 
experience, as would have been one of 
the ancient Greek or Eoman sages. No 
less is this true now than in the time of 
the Saviour, that men must he bom 
again. If men are not positive abont 
experience, they wiU be inclined to 
make their doubts and fears a status, by 
means of which to decide upon the fate 
of all men in regard to man's privileges 
in the Gospel. Hence we shall see a 
class of unbelieving believers, i. e., a 
class trying to beUeve what they can 
not; and they wiU, as a result, be 
straining at gnats and trying to swallow 
camels-of difficulty. Nothing is more 
detrimental to the cause of religion than 
this idea of always living in hope of 
something yet to come. I t makes peo­
ple visionary, whereas God speaks of 
knowing thia and that " H e that i«.-
lieveth hafl the witniB^ in himself "By 
this ye shaU know that ye loye God." 
No individual sfaould be contented while 
living in doubt, especially a minister of 
the gospel. "Great peace have they 
who love the law." Great events do 
not happen in man's history, but are 
the result of great undertakings, and, as 
the salvation of the soul surpasses all 
other enterprises, so it should require 
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and does, the greatest direct effort, and 
shonld also be attended with the most 
satisfactory results. A defective foun­
dation materially injures tfae value of 
the edifice placed upon it, and so a de­
fective conversion results in a defective 
experience in all after time. No man 
can be a genuine scholar who passes 
over the fundamental branches, how­
ever fine may seem to be the culture, 
the time will come when the superficial 
student wiU see and realize his mistake; 
BO the person who may be so unfortu­
nate as to take up with a partial con­
version, will have reason to repent in 
dust and ashes such a delusion, in case 
he tries to make advancement in the 
divine life. By way of caution, how­
ever, it shbuld be distinctly understood 
that God never makes partial converts. 
He never deals in counterfeit, nor does 
He offer it to His creatnres, bnt He 
always does a thorough work or none ; 
but the great masses take their cases 
out of His hands ere God can get 
them where His Spirit moulds them. 

Men may and do make partial con­
verts, i. e., converts to certain doctrines 
or theories, but they have never yet 
learned how to transform tfae nature of 
an individual. Let no man attribute 
man made converts to God. Every­
thing in nature shows the skill of its 
Creator. Whether we examine the 
world beneath or the world above, 
whether the animal, vegetable, or min­
eral, we see alike glorious traces of wis 
dom, order and perfection. Why, then, 
a -reverse in the law, when we come to 
that which is all important to man, for 
whom Christ died ? Ah ! does it not 
look like blasphemy to say that God 
would do so mnch for man and then 
leave him just at the point where bia fu­
ture destiny turns? 

VIII . MEN IN POSSESSION OF THE 
BLESSING OP PEBPECT LOVE.— The 
Bible, especially, teaches tfais doctrine. 
•" This is the will of God, even your 
'Sanctification." Mark the expression 
—this is, and uot only so, but this is the 
will, and further, it is the will of God, 

•and that eoneeming you. W e are aware 
of the fact that different views are en­

tertained in reference to this doctrme 
but here it stands in the word of God, 
But does a belief in such a doctrine 
enable one to teach it? Could one 
teach Greek because he believed there 
was such a language, or even becanse 
he might have seen it ? No more can 
one preach sanctification successfully 
becanse he has read about it, or even 
seen it lived out by others ? He must 
have felt the finger of God around his 
carnal heart, severing the cords tbat 
bind it to the spiritual being. He must 
have said, " Vain world, adieu." Ah! 
he must know what it means to give 
the world the last look, so as not to do 
as much as did Lot's wife. He mnst 
have such a sense of his state as to 
cause him to feel it is time to flee for his 
life, and such a sense of the great ne­
cessity of a radical heart and soul 
change should take hold on his inmost 
being, aa will ever after cause him to 
cry death—death, as he thinks of the 
past, and this wfll incite him to strivt, 
and struggle, and groan after the powers 
of tbe world to come. 

In fact, there is perhaps no one who 
has really died to' self who does not 
hate himself; i. e., the natural man more 
than anything else, unless it be Satan, 
He abhors every manifestation of self, 
and this is aU importantin a pastor. He 
knows it is the man of sin, and remem­
bers the body of death and cannot for­
get the dire appearance. How,often 
does fae caU to mind the sighs extorted 
from his bosom, by reason of the strug­
gle going on between the old and tbe 
new. .* Oh ! how important is this as he 
has to witness such scenes so often, in 
case he is successful in winning souls! 
Men of God must become accustomed 
to these spiritual death agonies—to the 
great drops of sweat, as they are press­
ed out by the intemal commotion of the 
soul. Nature writhes in death, and so 
does carnality. Ah! God and Satan 
mnst have a contest iu man. This is 
saered ground. God and angels are in­
terested on the one hand, wlule Satan 
and the infernal powers are on the 
other, and what can a man doin sucha 
place unless he bas had experience hi 
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this ordeal ? But this fearful ordeal 
mast be passed by every soul that gets 
to heaven, and how important that a 
skillful guide be at hand. The Lord 
lead men to see that they have taken 
upon themselves work that they cannot 
perform unless thns dead—even all who 
minister in sacred things. There seems 
to be but few men who know this; but 
how very few feel it to that extent that 
it brings upon them the sense of woe ? 
Oh, for men who feel 1 

IX. MEN BAPTIZED WITH THE HOLY 
GHOST.—The Saviour's command to 
His disciples was, " Go, but tarry." 
Certainly Jesus knew jast what 'His 
followers wonld need to meet the world. 
But it would be vain for us to say any­
thing upon this point, when it is possible 
to obtain such a comprehensive treatise 
upon the baptism of the Spirit as has 
been written by Dr. Mahon. This work 
should be read by all of our ministers. 

• - • - • 

JOSEPH'S COAT. 

BY-

"Now, Israel loved Joseph more than 
all his childron, because he was the 
son of his old age, and he made him a 
coat of many colors. And when his 
brethren saw that tfaeir father loved 
him more than all his brethren, they 
hated him, and could not speak peacea­
bly unto him." G«n. 37 ; 3-4. 

God gave me two little boys. The 
older one, a hardy little plant that 
grew in rocky soil. We wonder some­
times snch do not die, but God has a 
plan, and they peep up fresh and 
green, and live notwithstanding hail 
and frost I 4id not ^mean that he 
should know a want that I could antici­
pate and relieve, or suffer one moment 
if anything I eould do could prevent it. 
But I was as ignorant of the care of 
young children as you can well conceive 
a young mother to be. And the result 
was he cried. I know now that he suf 
fered for want of care which I did not 
know how to give. A babe is not so 
much of a pet, you know, wfaen fae 
cries, and you can do but littie else 

than tend it, and you bave all your 
other work to do. Two or three years 
passed, and the chilly night of poverty 
and inexperience passed with them. 

One sunny day in June a sweet bud 
blossomed in our home. And we loved 
him and petted him, and he never 
cried. Just like all God's other little 
creatures, babes are happy. Like fish 
in sunny streams, and lambs in rolling 
pastures. But their wants must be un­
derstood and met. He grew to be two 
or three years old, with a nature in 
which there could not be discerned the 
sUghtest taint of evil, and beautiful as 
he was pure and simple. No won­
der everybody loved him. The pet 
names, the kisses, the little attentions, 
were lavished upon hira. The Uttle pies 
baked in saucers were meant for him, 
and the pretty gifts of servants, neigh 
bors and visitors always found their 
way into his littie palms. I did not 
think anything about i t Was he not 
'•-the baby"? 

That stirring, noisy boy, he would 
get into the street, and then I would 
have to punish him, for I would not 
have bim grow up a street boy. And 
when he was in the house, so noisy, 
plowing the rooms with his litUe chair, 
or riding his stick full gaUop. I t waa 
" Hush! Hush 1 How noisy you are! 
Go into the kitchen," And he was 
not wanted in the kitchen. So he 
wonld sit hour afler hour in the hot 
sun, astride the door yard fence, wist­
fully watching tfae little boys at play. 
I knew the Uttle boys in that neighbor­
hood. They were good. Why did I 
not get him a hoop to troll with them, 
and a little cart, peck and shovel, to 
dig in the sand bank ? It was work he 
wanted, and not the rod, to make him 
happy and good. 

I saw an evil. I t was not hid from 
me that he disliked his littie brother. 
They would play together, and he 
would plague and hurt hira. Often I 
would hear littie " Joseph " crying, and 
would run to bring him in. I feared, 
O, I did not dare to think what might 
happen. One day he was brought in 
to me, and I did not know but one eye 
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was put out. I washed the blood and 
\ tears from his face, and soothed him to 

sleep. The offending one stood by, 
evidently feeling .bad enough ; but he 
did not cry. He confessed it aU ; how 
they were playing together on the 
grass, and he stuck a stick into his 
eye, on purpose; he did not seem to 
know what made him do i t He did 
not like him ; he did not know why. I 
had punished him many times, but I 
did not punish him now. Every little 
while be stole around the house and 
looked into the parlor window, near to 
which little " Joseph " was lying, and 
came back again to ask me if I thought 
he would be blind. 

Things grew worse and worse, in­
stead of better. It almost broke my 
heart I wept before the Lord until I 
was really unfitted for duty. I begged 
of Him to show me what was the mat­
ter and help me to correct it, and He 
did. Bless His name I / saw JosepUs 
coat I How plainly I saw it then, 
when the Lord showed it to me. My 
part was to love the older one more, 
and pet the little one less! I wonder­
ed I had not seen it before. 
• We had some ministerial company 
shortly afterward. One of the minis­
ters patted the little one on the head 
and said, " You're a nice little boy." 
The older one looked up into his face, 
theu went out, washed himself and 
combed his hair, as best he could, 
came in and sat down in his chair with 
his hands folded. After sitting awhile 
without securing' attention from any 
one, he went out ag-ain and brought in 
a plate of apples, which he passed 
around. 

Oh, tha yearning of the young heart 
for the love that it sees lavished upon 
another! And when, day afler day, it 
reaches out its hands in vain, no won­
der it retires, disappointed and sullen, 
into its own heart, to cherish envy and 
jealousy and hate ; it knows uot why. 
Those tares an enemy's hand hath 
sown. 

Now I have not told you this to en­
tertain you. I t is experience, and it 
means something to a multitude of pa­

rents. If we have to discipUne our 
chUdren very much, there is a fault 
somewhere, and, most likely, if we stop 
lo look, we wiU find it just where we 
least expect to—in onrselves. Those 
quiet, gentle natures, like "truant flow­
ers of Eden," -wiU not make any one 
any trouble, but will blossom silentiy, 
giving out only fragrance. It is those 
active, energetic, daring ones, that 
have pent up within them the war and 
freedom of 1776, that make the trouble. 
And yet, the world could not do with­
out them. What they must have is a 
plenty of work such as they love to do; 
and trust and confidence. I suppose 
pine boards, gimleta stout littie ham­
mers and shingle nails wUl serve a bet­
ter purpose than many whippings. I 
know 'Washington had a littie ax, and 
if he chopped one nice cherry tree witii 
it, there was more good than harm 
came out of it, a thousand fold- They 
say he had a good mother. I know he 
had a good fatber. Many a father, un-. 
der like circumstances, would have 
whipped faim straitiy, and never have 
known what an upright, honest son he 
had. A lesson here of consideration 
and forbearance upon the part of the 
father, which parents wDl do weU to im­
itate. 

Give a chUd—one of those boys we 
were talking about, a ten doUar bill and 
let him go to the grocery and settie up 
the account and bring you back the 
right change ; or fifty or one hundred 
dollars to deliver lo some one to whom 
it is due, and mark how quickly he 
straightens np to a sense of new re­
sponsibUities. 

How pleased God was with Solo­
mon's prayer for wisdom, that he might 
rule his kingdom aright, and how fully 
he answered it, giving him all he asked 
for and much more. WUl he not then 
grant us our desire, and give us wis­
dom, that, as parents, we may rule our 
littie realms aright? 

Zeal withont knowledge is like a met-
tied horse witbout eyes, or like a sword 
in a madman's hand; and there is no 
knowledge where there is not the word. 
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THE GREAT SALVATION. 

BY COBNELIUS GBACE. 

To the praise and Glory of God, I 
would teU to the readers of the EARN­
EST CHBISTIAN what he can do for a 
poor sinner, and what salvation can ac­
complish for the drunkard or habitual 
dram-drinker. I was born in England, 
of Christian parents, and came to this 
country about thirty years ago. I had 
become before this a lover of. company 
and a confirmed moderate drinker. This 
often drew me into society not of the 
best 1 see now how surely but almost 
imperceptibly the enemy was coiling 
bis chains of habit around me. I, like 
many to-day who are going headlong to 
rum through tbe accursed cup, thougfat 
I had manhood enough to resist an ex­
cess of its use, and used to pride my­
self (when any word of warning was 
given to me), that I could use it or 
leave it alone; but this did not last 
long. I began to love drink for drink's 
sake, and I found my appetite increased 
yearly. I faave sometimes been arous­
ed out of my security by conscience 
and conviction from above, and would 
resolve (in my own strength), never to 
taste it again, but of course faUed, after 
an abstinence of some months, and 
always " the hist state was worse than 
the first" 

When in Boston many years ago, I 
tried (after looking throngh delirium 
and hell), temperance societies, joined 
one, paid my initiation fee, but found it 
came so far short of what'I expected 
that I did not go near tfaem any more. 
This was not the way I was to be saved, 
and although many may be temporarily 
saved by them, my experience tells me 
there is nothing short of salvation that 
wiU effect a complete and radical cure, 
to this most terrible of all scourges— 
mtemperance. I went on until restraint 
ceased and I was a confirmed tippler, 
never eating a meal, early or late, 
without first taking a dram, and for 
years never going to bed entirely sober, 
i was a nuisance to everybody, and au 
abhorrence to myself. In this desperate 

emergency, God in His mercy called 
upon me, at the commencement of a 
revival of religion at Middletown 
Springs, Va., In" tha Fall of 1869. I 
was then fifty years old, and God 
through His Spirit, showed me there 
was a fountain in Jesus, and that there 
was 

"A balm In GUead 
To make tbe wounded whole. 

And there was power enough in Jeens 
To cure a sin-sick soul." 

And all I had to do was to come re­
pentant to tbis great Physician with aU 
my diseases and He would make me 
whole; and, glory be to God, I was en­
abled to say, I wUl, for I saw this was 
just what I wanted, for I loathed my­
self, not on account of my sins then, 
but because u y pride told me I had lost 
my manhood, and had become a slave 
to intoxicating drink. But when God 
arrested me by His Spirit, then I saw 
my sins and my danger, as I had never 
before seen tfaem, and resolved if there 
was any mercy for me, I would seek it 
now, acd I at once started for heaven 
by. the way o.f the cross; glory be to 
God! 

Not very long but very deep were 
my convictions. The second evening 
after I started, God came to my help, 
and I was enabled to look to Jesus and 
live. "Being justified by faitfa I had 
peace with God, througfa Jesus Cfarist," 
and witfa it deliverance from my beset­
ment I was at once exhorted to go to 
work for Jesus, and iu obedience I 
found exceeding great peace and joy. 
Willingly I obeyed the Spirit, and was 
led on at once to seek a deeper work of 
grace, God required of me a whole 
faeart and a perfect service, and I went 
at once about i^ by tfae help of the Holy 
Ghost, to cleanse myself " from aU filth­
iness of the flesh and spirit" I liad 
heard of a thorough cure for aU my aU-
ments, and I persistently laid claim to 
it through the merits of Jesus. I prom­
ised the Lord if He would take care of 
my body, from the effects of the poison 
accumulated for years, from drinking 
and chewing, I would, by His help, 
give up. tobacco chewmg, and I was en-
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abled by Hia grace to do so on the 1st 
of January, 1870. Thia done, I stUl 
found something in the way of my full 
consecration, for I was seeking a clean 
heart, and when pleading the promises, 
and being almost able to grasp tbem by 
faitb, I found a weakness at tbat point, 
little thinking it was the pipe that stood 
in the way. The enemy was always 
saying, " It is so small a thing, the 
Lord wUl not notice that," but the more 
I struggled and prayed, the more I was 
conscious of an imperfect consecration. 
The pipe made me sick; I could not 
smoke without becoming dizzy, and I 
would often, when in this state, ask God 
to take away the appetit*. 

One afternoon, as us nal, I-resorted 
to the pipe, and went about my daUy 
labor, and being more than common 

• sickened by it, I cried out unto tbe 
Lord to take away tbe appetite, wben a 
voice, apparently audible, said to me, 
" Can't yon give it up for Jesus ?" In 
a. moment the spell was broken, and I 
said, "Yes, Lord."' Away went the 
pipe, and the appetite witfa i t The 
nextday, abont 10o'clock A. M., alone 
-with God, on the third day of February, 
1870, while reading a sermon on 
"Precious Faith," by the now sainted 
Lawrence, I was enabled to step out on 
the promises, and say : 

** "He done ; thou dost thia moment save— 
With full salvation bless, 

Bedemption throngh Thj blood I have. 
And spotless love and peace.% 

And I was washed in the blood of the 
Lamb, " Whiter than snow I" 

Glorious experience! Precions faith! 
How it saved and still saves me, none 
but God and eternity can tell. 

A few months after this, while em 
ployed at a doctor's house, who had 
warned me against leaving off all at 
once, saying it would make me sick, he 
invited me to take some old cider, say 
ing It would do me good—jnst what I 
needed. I was persuaded; one glass 
did not suffice ; I took the second, and 
was, before going to dinner, invited to 
take anotber. 1 went into the cellar 
for that purpose, and put my hand upon 
the glass, when the Spirit of God ar­

rested me and told me not to touch it. 
Thanks be to God, I was again saved, 
and I promised God, from that hour, by 
His help, never to taste cider again. 

This narrow escape has taught me 
that there is no safety for any one that 
has been so miraculously saved, but 
total abstinence. I no more dare to 
trifle witb cider than rum or tobacco. I 
thank God for a complete victory through 
Jesus Christ. I know there is power 
enough in Jesus to save ns from our 
sins, be they ever so deep dyed. But 
this is' not all He haa saved me from. 
I was a great lover of billiards, theatres, 
cards, dancing, gambling in all its forms, 
and all kinds of riotous living, loved the 
good opiniona Of men, and the approval 
of aelf Now I can say, to the glory 
of Jesus, " I am eracified with Christ; 
nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me, and the life whicb I now 
live in tbe flesh, I live by the faith of 
the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself fot me." " I hate the 
things I once loved, and love the 
things I once hated." " It is more than 
my meat and drink to do my Master's 
will." I have no room for the world 
or worldliness. God required me to 
renounce the world and all its fol­
lies, making a full and perfect sur­
render of "all to Jesua, before He 
would accept me and give me the desire 
of my heart I could not get saved 
any other way. I have no desire, to go 
to picnics, excursions, churcfa festivals, 
Cfaristmas trees, donations, etc, or to 
go into any secret society, to seek the 
friendship of the world, for I am told 
that such ia enmity against God, and 
His cause of course. I have an all 
sufficient Saviour, and this uttermost 
salvation alone satisfies my longings, 

" The past is nnder tbe blood. 
The cross it covers ray gins, 
r m trusting in Jesns for all. 
My win is the will of my Qod." 

A word of warning: To parents I 
would say, beware how yon bring yonr 
children up to drink even cider for a 
beverage, I believe I received my first 
taste for drink at home in my boyhood. 
And to professors of godUness I would 
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say, give up your tippling, tobacco 
chewing and smoking, and yon can and 
will have Jesus. I know if we are 
wUling to come to the ligfat witfa these 
things, God wUl show ua our duty. I 
have aeen so much weakness come from 
want of obedience in these days. 

This uttermost salvation ia for you, my 
brother and for you, my sister, when 
you are, willing to abandon all for Christ 
Let us really give all to Christ—body, 
sonl andrspirit, which are His. Let ns 
look to have onr besetments and our 
wrong desires washed away in His 
precious blood ; and let us, from choice, 
take the "lone way with Jesus." If 
we walk in the light, as He ia in the 
light, we have fellowship one witfa an­
other, and the blood of Jesua Christ, 
His son, cleanseth us from all sin. It 
is worth the venture. " Venture on 
Him venture freely, let no other trast 
intrude." 

And to the young convert I would 
s ay. If you have any of these habits, 
bring them at once to Jesua, and ask 
Him to help you to cleanse yourself 
from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit 
and plunge by faitfa into the cleansing 
stream and be saved. 

"He is able, He is willing ; donbt no more." 
»,»_ 

CONFESSION, 

BY W I L L I A M F E L L , 

" Confession is good for the soul," 
This is an expression frequentiy used 
hy Eoman Catholics, and it is none the 
less true on that account. It is the 
only thing tfaat wUl disburden the soul 
of its load of gnilt and bring it into fa­
vor with God. We shudder when we 
think of Eoman Catholic priests taking 
upon themselves the prerogative which 
alone belongs to Jesns Christ, the 
"Judge of the quick and the dead." 
All we can say is, "Tfae wrath of 
God is revealed from heaven against 
all ungodliness and unrigfateousness of 
men wfao hold the trath in unrighteous 
ness," Christ is the great High Priest, 
we must confess to Him. He and He 
alone has power on earth to forgive 

sins, bless His holy name. The com­
mand is, " If we confess our sins, fae is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteous­
ness." How reasonable tbis is, and 
how thankful we ought to be that there 
is a way of getting rid of our sins. 
'This is the only way of getting rigfat 
with God. Jesus declares that if a per­
son seek any other way fae is a " thief 
and a robber." None of this clasa can 
enter into God's Kingdom. How many 
there are, God only knows, who are 
professing religion over a heap of rub­
bish that ought to have been cleaned 
out of the way long ago. They are 
full of hatred and old grudges; full of evil 
speaking and fault finding; nothing 
pleases them, and yet they claim that 
they love every one. There are none 
so blind as those who will not see. 
Why, if this clasa sbould get into 
Heaven, nothing would please them 
there, but they need not think of ever 
getting there witb snch hearts. Heaven 
is a pure place, none but the " pure in 
heart" will ever get there. Now, the 
only remedy for these sin-sick souls is 
confession and application of the blood 
df Jesus. Nothing else can reach 
their case, and if they fail to take this 
remedy they will be left to "believe a 
lie tbat they might be damned." 
Death visits this class of professors, 
and they tremble at his presence, their 
sandy foundation gives way and all is 
dark and gloomy. Tfae devil holds a 
mortgage on their souls, and death is 
about to foreclose. They neglected to 
search their title to see whether it was 
clear and no encumbrance on it, and 
consequently they are left to them­
selves, an easy prey to the devil. 
There is nothing that wUl effectuaUy 
rout.the devU from bis resting place 
but confession. Crying, weeping 'and 
groaning will not do it, an ocean of 
tears wiU not reach the case, but, thank 
God, confession will. This is tbe 
golden key that unlocks the soul and 
makes way for the blood of Christ to 
come in. Hard feelings, brothers and 
slaters, are thcroughly washed ont by 
the precious blood of Christ Thank 
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God for the remedy. Many a profes­
sor of religion will waU in hell becanse 
he refused to take this remedy. The 
Psalmist said " I acknowledged my sin 
unto Thee, and my iniquity have I not 
hid. I said I will confess my trans­
gressions unto tfae Lord, and Tfaou for-
gavest me the iniquity of my sin." 
Ps. xxxiL 5. However abandoned and 
wicked a man may have been, even 
though he may have worn tfae " Uvery 
of heaven to serve tfae devil in," if he 
wUl meet the requirements of God, the 
blood of Jesus Christ wUl meet him. 
For the word of God declares plainly 
that " He that covereth his sins shall 
not prosper: but whoso confesseth 
and forsaketh them shall have mercy." 
Prov. xxviii. 13. There is a multitude 
of ways of getting away from Grod, but 
there is only one way back again. In­
dividuals will try every other way but 
the right way, but it does not work, 
when they pray or talk they come 
right square np to that big stone; 
there it is, they cannot go any fartfaer, 
they look guUty and tfaey feel guUty. 
Tfaere are too many of this class of in­
dividuals in the church. Tfaey go just 
about so far and stop; wbereas, if they 
would break down before Grod and be 
honest with themselves and make an 
open confession, Jesus could do some­
thing for them. 

Sin is deceiving in its nature. It 
€at8 like a canker in the heart, it stupe­
fies and blinds the sensibilities of the 
soul, and is the hardest and the most 
hateful thing in the sight of a holy 
God. Sin is tfae devU's chloroform; he 
puts his subjects under this influence 
and then robs them of their pearl of 
great price. He then throws the black 
veU of the bottomless pit over their 
eyes, and they go sleeping and dream­
ing along, and like the blacksmith's 
dog, they can bear the sparks that fly 
from the anvil, and if a red hot coal 
falls on them it makes but Uttle differ­
ence, they are used to i t Tfaere is a 
remedy for tfais class of cfaurcfa mem­
bers, thank God, if they will only take 
i t David took it and it cured him; 
here it is: " I wiU declare mine ini­

quity ; I wiU be sorry for my sin. I 
said Lord, be merciful unto me, heal 
my soul, for I have sinned againat 
Thee: for I acknowledge my trans­
gressions, and my sin is ever before 
me." A backsliding cburch wiU have 
to do just this kind of work before they 
can have the favor of God resting on 
them. They wiU have to humble 
themselves under His mighty hand 
and obey the command of God, "Con-
'fess your faults one to another and 
pray one for another that ye may he 
healed/" How sore a church feels that 
has got away from God. They can 
hardly bear to be touched. Christ is 
the physician, and confession is the 
remedy. He says, " Only acknowl­
edge thine iniquity that thou hast trans­
gressed against tfae Lord tfay God." 
Jer. iii. 13. Tfaank God, there is a 
way back to Father's house, glory he 
to his blessed, name, and He will never 
turn us away, but meet us half way 
and throw His arms of love around us, 
and if the elder brother does not feel 
like rejoicing over us, the younger ones 
wiU, and all the angels in heaven be­
sides, glory be to God forever. There 
is a way of causing a tremendous stirm 
three worlds at once, and the devil 
knows it perfectiy weU. The devil un­
derstands tbat if the church goes at the 
work of confession a revival of re­
ligion wUl certainly break out and sin­
ners wUl get converted. A wholesale 
confession will not answer; it is an in­
dividual work. A person that has not 
been Uving right at home in his family, 
must make things right with his chil­
dren, or they wifl faave no confidence 
in him. Cluldren know when father 
and mother get mad just as quick as 
any one. An honest sonl wiU go to 
the bottom. He will confess just as 
deep and as broad as hia infiuence has 
extended. Outside of the chnrch he 
wiU make wrong right, and wUl humble 
himself and confess to individuals that 
he haa faatred in his heart Tfae com­
mand is, " When a man or woman shaU 
commit any sin that men commit, to 
do a trespass against the Lord, then 
they shaU confess their sin which they 
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have done." Num. v. 6. Confession 
is mortifying to self, it brings us down 
in the dust where we belong, O, faow 
careful it makes us. We do not feel 
like speaking evil or finding fault with 
any one. Dear reader, if you have the 
heart disease and thinga do not go 
rights and you are disagreeable and un­
pleasant, sour and sullen, jnst take a 
dose or two of this confession, and the 
blood of Jesus Chriat will find ita way 
to that sore spot, and you wUl get 
cured. WhUe we are in God's hospital 
we had better take the medicine and 
get healed up quick, so we can be of 
some service in His vineyard. Time 
is short, and our probation wiU soon 
end. May God help ua, for Jeans'a 
sake, Amen. 

MY PHYSICIAN. 

BY MBS. MABY M. BESECKEB STONE. 

It is not an uncommon circumstance 
among people who are much afllicted 
with sicknesa to have a favorite phy­
sician—one in whose skill they have 
confidence, and who is successful in his 
treatment 

I have such a physician, and would 
recommend him to every one. What­
ever your disease may be he under­
stands it and has a remedy for i t My 
physician's name is Jesus, he who 
cured so many sick people more than 
eighteen hundred years ago; and to 
convince you that what I say of him is 
true, I wUl teU you wbat he has done 
for me. 

In the spring of 1873 my health be­
came very poor. W e employed a phy­
sician who did but Uttle for me, telling 
me he thougfat I would be better as 
soon as tbe warm aud pleasant days of 
summer came; but instead of being 
better my disease was becoming more 
chronic, and the 5tfa of June we em­
ployed anotfaer physician who said my 
case was a difficult one—that it would 
he a long time before I would be well 
again, if ever-

God enabled me to rejoice and give 
thanks at the prospect before me. 

Whether the medicine I took was a 
benefit to me or not I cannot tell. 
God knoweth. Soon, I became very 
weak, and for a few days I lay covered 
with a cold sweat, my face bleached to 
ashy whiteness, and my strength fast 
failing; but the everlasting arms of Je­
hovah were underneath me and I began 
to revive. I was just able to walk 
across the floor when a quarterly meet­
ing was held here, and. at my father's 
request, (without my knowing it) some 
of the pilgrims promised to come to our 
house and hold a prayer meeting Mon­
day afternoon, Jnly 7th, and administer 
the sacrament of the Lord's Supper to 
me. 

As they began to come in, one after 
another aske'd me if I was praying that 
God would cure me ? I told them that 
I was not praying definately for that. 
They encouraged me to do so, telUng 
mo they felt impressed that it waa God'a 
will to miraculously reatore me to faealth. 
What they said seemed like something 
strange to me, and I began to believe 
some great work was about to be ac­
complished. Among those present were 
Brother and Sister Bronson, and Broth­
er and Sister Harvey. Before kneeling 
in prayer. Brother Harvey requested 
aU present to pray especially for'my 
health; and, oh, such prayers—tfaey 
took hold of God, and our united faith 
prevailed. I received the assurance 
that'my disease was cured. The change 
was so great that it could be seen in 
my countenance, and I conld skip about 
the room with ease, which before would 
have caused great pain. The next'day 
we discharged the physician, for I haid 
found the Great Physician, and knew 
by experience that he could and^ldid 
heal both body and sonl. "All honor 
be unto his name." 

The next Sabbath, in going to and 
•coming from meetings in the moming 
and afternoon, I rode abont twelve 
mUes with as much ease as any of the 
family though I had not yet received fnU 
strength; but the Lord kept increas­
ing it tiU in the antnmn of the same 
year, when I began to be afBicted with 
other weakness which kept increasing. 
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Si 

so that about the first of January I was 
brought down to my bed. It was near­
ly three months before I went out of 
tiie house and nearly five before I was 
able to go to meeting; but God was with 
me every day and supped with me and I 
with him. I besought Jesus who was 
my only physician, to restore me to 
health if it was his will; but he told 
me, and two otfaers also who were pray­
ing in faith for me, that this sickness was 
not unto death, but for the glory of 
God. In all my Cfaristian experience 
I never grew in grace so fast before, 
nor felt such wonderful nearness and 
submission to God. 

The 21st of June, 1874, in answer 
to prayer, I was permitted to attend 
our quarterly meeting held four miles 
from home. The day before, I was not 
well enough to sit up an hour at a time, 
and had not walked across the fioor 
in two weeks. We went from home 
about 8 a. m., and when we returned 
at 3 p. m., I was stronger in body than 
before I started. Glory to God.' 

I was reassured tfaat. it was God's 
-will to beal me; but, though my conae­
cration was complete, I learned tbat my 
friends also must be wUling God should 
have his way with me. 

At our last Abington camp meeting, 
in tbe last meeting held on the ground, 
whUe I was earnestly praying to be 
cured, Jesus asked me if I was wiUing 
from henceforth to take Him, and Him 
alone for my physician ? I said, yes. 
Lord, Then He said " what things so­
ever ye desire when ye pray believe 
that ye receive them and ye shall have 
them." I had desired and prayed; and 
now I cried out. Lord, I believe with 
all my heart That instant the healing 
power of God touched me, and aeemed 
like electricity going tbrough every 
nerve, vein and muscle; and I felt in 
my body that I was healed. Glory to 
Gk>d forever! Thia aame Jesus is my 
physician to-day; and though I faave 
naturally a weak constitution, yet I 
have strength to do all God'a wUl. I 
carry all my ailmenta to him, and he 
constantly manifests his power in my 
body. Praise the Lord, O my soul. 

'NOTICE MB." 

BURDICK 

Two men were at variance. One of 
them was disposed to be quarrelsome, 
and tried to put himself in his neigh­
bor's way. This was purposely avoid­
ed by the other, which served to aggra­
vate the case. At length they met 
The noisy quarreler crossing the path of 
the silent quarreler, cried out: "Notice 
mel I want to be noticed I" The meet­
ing resttlted in threats and laughter. 

When I hear people talk or laugh 
boisterously, before or after a religions 
meeting, I think of tbe man who said, 
" Notice me I I want to be noticed !" 
When I read an article that contains 
great flourishes of language, especially 
in Latin phrases explained, the plain 
English of which would faave been quite 
sufficient, leaving the borrowed phrase 
only a scholarly show, and often a poor 
one at tbat, I think again, " Notice me! 
I want to be noticed !" 

Wfaen I see a young man taking out 
bis watch and winding it up in public, pr 
dangling a galvanized chain ; whisper­
ing to attract attention in church, again 
I tfaink, " Notice me ! I want to be no­
ticed I" 

Wfaen I see a young woman profuse 
in artificials and flasfay jewelry, so rest­
less as to change poaition often in time 
of religious service, I tfiiok she might 
as well say, " Notice me ! I want to be 
noticed!" 

There are many otfaer ways than tfaose 
we have mentioned, by which public 
attention may be attracted. The desire 
for notoriety may be said to be univer­
sal. Few, if any, are wiUing to be 
entirely unnoticed. There may be times 
when Christians feel Uke being shut ui 
witb God, 

And yet I question the theology of 
an unknown Cbristianity, While it is 
meet for us to " render honor to whom 
faonor is due," all real Christians can 
truthfully sing, 

"Let worldly minds the world pursue. 
It hae no charms for me ; 

Once I admired its tnfles too. 
But grace has set me free," 
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EDITOBIAL. 
THE SABBATH. 

A respected brother writher writes:— 
" Please write an article for the EABBBBT 
CHBISTIAN, showing the reason why we 
should keep Sunday for the Sabbath." 
1. FOR THE SAKE OP PUBLIC DECENCY. 

People generally agree on keeping this 
day. Therefore, in the absence of any 
reason to the contrary, we should keep it 
•with them. To shock, unnecessarily, the 
religious sensibilities of the great mass of 
Chrintian people, savors more of an over­
weening vanity and self-will than it does 
of true humility. The Sabbath is much 
more likely to be respected by the ungod­
ly, if all professing Christians unite upon 
one day, than it will if some keep one day 
and some a,nother. For the few to require 
the many to come to them on a mere mat 
ter of reckoning ot time, in which it is im­
possible for any to know that they are cor­
rect, seems very much like arrogance and 
presamption. 

2. i n keeping Sunday we are keeping the 
original command. We hear so much said 
about keeping the seventh day of the 
week, that we take it for granted that God 
commanded UB to keep that day. Never 
was a more baseless assomption made and 
acquiesced in. NOT OSCE, IN ALL THB 
BIBLE, ARE -WE COMMANDED TO KEEP THE 

SE-VENTH DAY OP THE WEEK. 

'We are commanded to keep the seventh 
day after six days of labor. It is probable 
that the Sabbath was instituted at creation. 
In Gen. ii. 3, we read - And God blessed the 
seventh day and sanctified i t ; because that 
in it he had rested rom all his work which 
Ood created and made. Bat there is no 
mention of the Sabbath till over two thou­
sand five hundred years after. In the 
book of Job, written doubtless before the 
days of Moses, there is no allusion to the 
Sabbath. It is first mentioned in Exodus 
ixvi. 23: Tliis is that whieh the Lord hath 
said. To-morrow is the rest of the holy Sab­
bath unto the Lord. 

In Exodus XX. 8-11, the Sabbath is for­
mally enjoined as a perpetual inatitation. 

"Weigh carefully the words: Bemember 
the Sabbath day to keep it holy. Six days 
shalt thou labor and do all thy work; but 
the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord 
thy God : in it thou shalt not do any work, 
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy 
r[ianservant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy 
cattle, nor thy stranger that is untliin ihy 
gates :for in six days tlie Lord made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, 
and rested the seventh day : wherefore the 
Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed 
it. Here we are commanded to 

(1.) Work six daya. 
(2.) After sis daya of work, to keep the 

seventh day holy. Not the sixth day nor 
the eighth—but the seventh day is set 
apart by God as a day of rest. And the 
reason is given. Qod worked six days 
and rested the seventh: He commands us 
to do the same. There is not a word said 
about the seventh day of the week. That 
is an addition made by man. If God. had 
meant it He would have said it. 

3. BY KEEPING EVERY SE-VENTH DAY, 

THE MOST I G N O R A N T MAY KNOW, IN ANY 

PABT OP THE j WORLD, -WHAT DAY TO 

KEEP. 

The way of life is plain. Isaiah says, 
Tlie wayfaring men, though fools, shall not 
err therein.—Isa. xxxv. 8. But you require 
me to keep the seventh day of the week, 
and most likely I shoald err in it. We go 
to Alaska—our most westem territory. 
On oar way there we keep the Sabbath 
with gr ' a t exactness. On arri-vlng there 
we find e inhabitants professing to keep 
the same day of the week that we do. But 
what'we call the first day of the week they 
call the seventh. To get there they went 
East: we went West. This makes a day's 
difierence in our reckoning. Which is 
right? I do not know. Neither can any 
man know, without a revelation from 
Heaven. So we admire the -wisdom ot 
God in requiring us to keep simply one-
seventh of the time, and go to church with 
the people, and get blessed, and avoid all 
strife and confusion. 

But how do we know that our common 
reckoning is rig ' t I dare not afiJrm it, 
and make my salvu n depend upon its 
correctness. History tells us that oor cal-
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endar, or mode of adjusting the civil year 
to the natural year, has been frequently 
changed. The Jewish year consisted of 
twelve lunar months. To catch up with 
the seasons they introduced, from time to 
time, a thirteenth month. Julius Csesar, 
46 years before Christ, finding a great deal 
of confusion in the reckoning of time, 
made the civil year to consist of 365 days, 
and every fourth year added another day. 
He gave to the months the number of days 
which they still have. He assumed that 
the year is 11 minutes and 10 seconds 
longer than it really ia. In time, this ac­
cumulating error became so great that 
Pope Gregory XIII, ordained that ten days 
should be deducted from the year 1583, 
calling the 5th of October the 15th of Oc­
tober, In all these changes has there been 
any change in the day of the week ? I do 
not know. If you do, you may be a " way­
faring man," but certainly you are no 
" fool." 

4. IT IS PROBABLE THAT THE APOSTLES, 

AND E A R L Y C H R I S T I A N S K E P T -WHAT T H E Y 

CJlIiLBD THK F I R S T DAY OP THE WEEK 

And upon thefirst day of the week, when 
tlie disciples came together to break bread, 
P a u l preached unto them.—Acts xx. 7. To 
" break bread" was to celebrate the Lord's 
Snpper. This certainly implies that the 
first day of the week was their regular 
day of worship. If not, why did they not 
meet the day Ijefore,—the seventh day of 
the week t Paul was there seven days. 

Upon tlie first day of tlie week, let every 
one of you lay by him in store, as God hath 
prospered him, that there be no gatherings 
when I come.—1 Cor. xvi. 2. I was in the 
Spirit on the Lordls day,—Bev. i. 10. The 
first day of the week was called " the Lord's 
day," because on it Jeaus rose from the 
dead. 

Ignatius was bishop of Antioch, in Syria, 
the latter part of the first, and the begin­
ning of the second centory. He is said by 
some to be the chUd whom Jesus set in 
the midst of his disciples, as an emblem 
of simplicity and humility. He says," Let 
as no longer Sabbattize, bat keep the 
Ijord's day, on which our life arose." 

Jnstin Martyr waa bom in Sichem, a 
city of Samaria, in Palestine, A D. 108. He | 

pufierci martyrdom about A.D. 163. He 
says, "And on the day called Sunday, is an 
assembly of all who live either in the city 
or in the country, and the memoirs of the 
apostles and the writings of the prophets 
are read." 

Dionysius, bishop of Corinth, flourished 
about the year 170, He writes to the 
church of Home, " To day we celebrate the 
Lord's day, when we read your epistle to us." 

Theae quotations are sufficient to show 
that the change was early made. Do you 
ask by wbat authority? If our view of 
the Sabbath ia correct, and we have no 
donbt about its correctness, it needed BO 
authority. There must have been all the 
authority needed or it could not have been 
done so quietly and peaceably. 

We can but look npon efforts to unsettle 
weak consciences about the Sabbath, as 
schismatical and pernicious. Do thoae 
who keep Saturday give any evidence of 
superior piety ? Does the blessing of the 
Lord rest npon them in any remarkable 
degree 1 " Do they ride upon the high 
places of the earth?"—Isa, Iviii. 14. From 
boyhood we have been acquainted with a 
neighborhood, settled by Christians who 
kept the seventh day of the week. The 
first generation^were a devout, holy people. 
Their children leamed ftom them not to 
reverence Sunday, and from the neighbor­
ing children not to reverence Saturday, 
and the result is, a more godless commu­
nity, similarly situated, it would be diffi­
cult to find. 

Be careful, then, and keep the seventh 
day, as God ordains: but dismiss all anxi­
ety about the day of the week it may be 
called. Do not suffer yourself to be 
brought into bondage. Let no man, there­
fore, judge you in meat, or in drink, or in 
respect of a Iwly day, or of the new moon, or 
ofthe Sabbath day.—Col. ii, 16. 

• - • - • 

WANT OF SUCCESS. 

A beloved young preacher writes: "I 
remember your statement al Conference, 
that i f we did not have a revival on onr 
charges, we might conclude either that we 
had mistaken our call or that we failed in 
doing our duty. I have made it a matter 
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of conscience to do my duty up to all the 
light given, but have not had a revival.— 
Shall I conclude that I have mistaken my 
call?" 

By no means. Conclude rather, that you 
have failed to work in the right way for a 
revival. 

The Scriptures plainly teach, that if a 
preacher fails of having a revival it is his 
own fault. He that goeth forth and weep­
eth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless 
tome again with rejoicing, bringing his 
sheaves with him.—Ps. cxxvi. 6. Here suc­
cess is said to depend entirely upon the 
worker. He must— 

1. Be zealons and laborious—goeth forth. 
2. Manifest a deep compassion and sym­

pathy for souls—weepeth. 
3. Declare theplain.onadalterated truth 

—bearing precious seed. 
He that does these things, -will succeed. 
And he that reapeth receiveth vages, and 

gathereth f rui t unto life etemal.—Jno. iv. 
36. I am the vine, ye a/re thebranches. He 
that abideth in me, and 1 in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit, for without me ye 
can do nothing.—Jno. xv, 5, 

The Bev. Mr, Earl, of the Baptist Church, 
a remarkably successfal revivalist, says 
that it he fails to have a revival in any 
place, he does not lay the blame on the 
people, or on the Church, but on himself, 
A minister will never succeed aa he shonld 
nnless he holds himself personaUy respon­
sible for the prosperity of the work. It is 
his part, under God, to mould men and to 
control circumstances.' 

1. Some good men fail of having a revi­
val, for want of direct efForts to promote 
one. Their labors are aimless. If you 
would reap wheat you muat sow wheat. 

3. Many work upon a false theory. They 
have exaggerated ideas of the power God 
would manifest in the salvation of men if 
everything was right in the Church. So 
they are constantly at work to get their 
members where they think they should be. 
Sinners soon come to feel that they have 
scarcely any responsibility for their own 
aalvation. The whole trouble why they 
are not saved is with the Church. So they 
become hardened and indifierent. 

Sometiines the preacher takes x>ersonal 

issue -with his members who do not come 
promptly into the adoption of his measures. 
Church trials are resorted to—for the 
Church must be purified at all hazards.— 
Parties are formed, bitterness takes the 
place of brotherly love, and the work of 
getting the Church right is carried on until 
there is but litle left, by the time the pro­
cess is completed. Beloveds, you forget 
that God works through very imperfect 
instruments. Besides, victory is promised 
not to the many, but to the few. Bemem­
ber Jonathan and his armor-bearer. Jesns 
says. I f two of you shall agree on earth a» 
touching anything ihat they sliall ask, it shall 
be done for them of my Father which is in 
heaven.—Matt, xviii. 19. 

So, beloved, see if the failure is not to 
be attributed to a defect in the plan of 
your campaign. Do not be discouraged 
Gain wisdom from the past. See what, 
mistakes were made and avoid them in 
the future. Peter, the Great, after having 
been successively defeated by Charles the 
XII., in several battles, said, as he again 
rallied his forces, " Our brother Charles 
will teach us yet how to conquer." The 
prediction was verified, and in the end 
Peter was victorious. Any man will ulti. 
mately succeed who -will leam -wisdom 
from defeat. 

>-*- • 
MBS. HELEN CASE. 

Mas. H E L E N CASE, wife of Norman Case, 
died at North Chili, N. T., Jan. 3d, 1875, of 
consumption, aged thirty years. 

She waa one Whose fidelity to God could 
always be relied upon. To the full extent 
of her ability she was always ready to co­
operate in every eflbrt to promote His 
cause. The one aim of her life was to do 
good. She was thoroughly unselfish, and 
wholly consecrated to God. Her religions 
eiperience was deep and uniform. She 
was a fast friend of the Seminary,—ready 
to do all she could to promote its interests, 
and the welfare of the students. 

Throngh her sickness ahe was an uncom­
plaining sufferer. During the winter she 
was at times greatly blessed in reading 
the Bible—and the Lord gave her very 
clear light on consecration. She saw 
where, in some respects, she had come 
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short, and, as she walked in the light, she 
found a larger place, and one bf greater 
liberty for her soul. She would often say, 
" I have become aa as a little child." She 
had a word of exhortation for all who 
come to see her, and from a full heart she 
praised Qod. At times she was quite con­
fident her work was not done—that she 
would be restored to health, and service 
for God. But she gradually failed, and 
the last day of December she thought 
would be her last day on earth. She 
talked to us calmly about going—gave us 
each the last message, and took leave of 

aa 
Giving her child Into the bands of 

her Father in Heaven, she said, " I am so 
glad I have a Father who will take care 
of my child." After she was unable to 
speak, and her pulse had apparently ceased 
to beat, and we thought her very nearly 
over the river, she opened her eyes, and 
said, " I am here yet, what does it mean ? 
How good you all look 1" The glory in 
her face was wonderful. She began to 
laugh, and continued for some time in a 
suppressed laugh to praise God and tell 
us how she felt—often saying, " I cannot 
tell you Uow 1 feel—but I feel good—I 
have no choice," " Thy will be done," she 
said again and again. Her countenance 
was Ut up with a glory unearthly. Mrs, 
B. said, " Helen, you have been near 
enough to the other world to bring back 
some of the glory." She replied, " Tes— 
and I am thinking, can we not Uve near 
enough to have more of it all the time 1" 
She said, over and over, " I do not covet 
Ufe—it would be a cross to live—only a 
step across. There is a place for me in 
Heaven," 

She was very happy during the night 
and day foUowing—though she suflered 
from shortness of breath. The evening of 
January Ist she began to sufier exceed­
ingly, and said, " I will bear," again and 
again. Her suS'ering was intense through 
the night. She often asked the hour, and 
just before the break of day she said, "This 
is the last," and in a few moments her 
spirit took its flight, and she was " Forever 
with the Lord," 

NATUBAL AFFECTION. 

A genuine Christian experience does not 
weaken our affection for those who are 
united to ns by the ties of nature. We do 
not love them less, but we love Christ 
more. The heart is cleansed from sin; but 
the love of kindred is not sin. On the 
contrary, having purified our hearts by 
faith, we are commanded to " love one an-
other with a pure heart fervently."—1 Pet, t: 
i. 23. The fourth commandment has never 
been repealed. " Honor thy father and 
thy mother, that thy days may be long in 
the land which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee."—Ex. xx. 12. This command is quo­
ted by the Apostle, aod applied to the rel­
ative-duties of parents and children,-Eph.i, 

A true Christian is more considerate and 
tender and true in all the relations of life, 
by reason of the work of the Spirit within 
him. That is altogether a mistaken seme 
of duty which renders us less careful of 
the feelings of others than we would be 
without religion. It savors more of heâ  
then philosophy than of Christianity,— 
Jesus never taught as to gain victories 
over our friends so that we do not care for 
them. The Apostle gives it as a mark of 
those who have the form of godliness witfa­
out the power, who are " without natural 
affection,"—2 Tim, iii, 3, A hard heart is 
not a holy heart. 

POSTAGE DOUBLED, 

Congress, at the cloae of its session, pass­
ed a law doubling the postage on books 
and pamphlets, and transient periodicals, 
and other small articles usually sent 
through the mails. This was done, it is 
alleged, at the instance and in behalf of 
the Express Companies, These companies, 
by combining, have become a powerful 
and, as it seems, a dangerous monopoly. 
Their inflaence upon Congress appears to 
have been more powerful than a sense of 
honor and proper regard for the interests 
of their constitaents. Men who enact laws 
putting burdens upon the people, for the 
benefit of a rich monopoly, are not worttj 
to be trusted. 


