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LIMITS OF SANCTIFICATION. 

BV BEV. B. T . EOBEBTS. 

Holiness is popular. There is great 
danger of its being carried too far. Al
ready the effort is made to sanctify 
thiugs that cannot be sanctified. 

There is a limit to the subjects of 
sanctLScation. There are some thinga 
which, from their nature, are not capa
ble of being made holy. The best 
mathematician caimot teach an ox the 
multiplication table, or a horse algebra. 
A church raised up in the providence 
of God to spread Scriptural holiness 
through the land, cannot make gambling 
holy, nor sanctify pride. The thinga 
whicb God forbids, should be put away 
and not reformed. AH attempts at re
forming things forbidden by the word of 
God, should be abandoned. Grod lays 
the axe at the root of the tree. Let 
ns ply our blows there, and thongh the 
tree may seem as flourishing as ever, 
yet work oa and it will faU when the 
roots are severed. Tou may trim at 
the branches and show results in the 
handful! of severed twigs you bear off 
in h^nmph, but the tree will only be the 
more vigorous from the pruning. 

Money-worship cannot be sanctified. 
In the eyes of the world men are esti
mated less by their worth than by their 
wealth. The ability to gain and hold 

wealth is treated as a cardinal virtue-
Bad, incompetent men are elected and 
appointed to high official positions, for 
no other reason than because they are 
rich, Tbis mammon-worship is wrong. 
It is idolatry. It is degrading to man
hood and insulting to God. I t is whol
ly bad—bad in itself. I t cannot be 
sanctified by taking it into the house of 
God and making it contribute to the 
support of the GospeL It is as wrong to 
give a man a seat in the house of God 
because he is rich, as it is to give him 
a seat in Congress, or in the Cabinet, 
for the same reason. It is as wicked 
to trade in pews as to trade in votei. 
I t is just as corrupt to "buy one's way 
to a frout seat in a church, as it is to 
bny a seat in the Legislature. The 
principle that lies at the bottom is, a 
servile acknowledgment of the potency 
of the Almighty Dollar. I t is giving 
money preference over the man. It is 
placing a lower estimate upon Christian 
virtues than upon money. It is paying 
tbe homage to gold that is due only to 
merit This principle cannot be sane 
tified. It should be put away from the 
house of God entirely. Men shonld 
stand there, as men. There should no 
preference be given to one over another 
on account of wealth. The rich and 
the poor should meet together, feeling 
that the Lord is the Maker of us aU. 

Pride cannot be sanctified. I t may 
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be introduced into holy places, but such 
an introduction does not render it holy. 
A jewel may be inserted in the flesh— 
heathens hang them in the nose—Chris
tians in the ears—but it does not be
come flesh.- I t may produce inflamma
tion, but it cannot add to the strength. 
Pride may enter largely into the con
struction and furnishing of edifices con
secrated to sacred uses, but this does 

• not render the pride sacred. God speaks 
of those who anciently introduced un
authorized refinements into his worship, 
as a people that provoketh me to anger 
continually to my face; that sacrificeth 
in gardens, and bumeth incense upon al
tars of brick.—Isa. Ixv. iii. To display 
pride and fashion—badges of the love 
of the world—in the church, is as if the 
wife should present herself to her hus
band adorned with the rings and jewels 
of his wicked rival and enemy. Ye 
adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not 
(hat the friendship of the world is enmity 
with God? Whosoever, therefore, will 
he a friend of the world is the enemy of 
God.—Jas. iv. 4. 

The attempt to sanctify the drama by 
making Sabbath School children actors, 
the church the theatre, and preachers 
and leaders the managers, can only re
sult in dragging the actors down, instead 
of elevating the stage. Priests and 
monks tried the same experiment hun
dreds of years ago, taking their charac
ters from the Bible, and their spirit from 
the world, until they made Christianity 
contemptible, by sinking its votaries to 
the level of the heathen, in morality. 

The effort to sanctify things which 
should have been put away, bas been a 
prolific cause of the corruption of the 
church in all ages. After the conver
sion of Constantine, the Bishops in their 
.zeal for the conversion of the heathen. 

adopted heathen rites and called them 
by Christian names; just as the Church
es now, to draw in the world, adopt 
worldly pleasures and attempt to throw 
over them a religious garb. Mosheim 
says, " The rites and institutions, bj 
which the Greeks, Eomans, and other 
nations, had formerly testified their re
ligious veneration for fictitious deities, 
were now adopted, with some slight al
terations, by Christian bishops, and em
ployed in the service of the true God. 
These fervent heralds of the Gospel, 
whose zeal outran their candor and in 
tegrity, imagined that the nations wonld 
receive Christianity with more facilitj, 
wben they saw the rites and ceremonies 
to which they were accustomed, adopt
ed in the church, and the same worship 
paid to Christ and his martyrs, whidi 
they had formerly oflFered to their idol 
deities. Hence it happened, that, in 
these times, the religion of the Greeks 
and Romans difiered very little, in its 
external appearance, from that of the 
Christians. They had both a most 
pompons and splendid ritual. Gorgeooj 
robes, mitres, tiaras, wax-tapers, cro
siers, processions, lustrations, images, 
gold and silver vases, and many snch 
circumstances of pageantry, were eqnal-
ly to be seen in the heathen temples 
and in the Christian churches." Prom 
the fiercest persecutions the chnicli 
of Jesus Christ rapidly recovered and 
came out purer and stronger from tbe 
fiery ordeal. But from the attempt t« 
sanctify heathen rites and heathen tem
ples the church has never recovered. 
The most numerous and the most pow 
erful of all the churches that bear the 
Christian name, the Roman Catholic, 
has to-day more of the spirit and piM' 
tice of the old pagan churches than of 
the church founded bv Jesus Christ 



• OUE FATHER." 

'OUR FATHER.' 

BY ISAAC M. SEE. 

1. Gather from these words, our new 
nature. A new creation has made us 
sons and daughters. "Old things 
liave passed away, and all things have 
become new" with us, 

2. They illustrate the union of saints. 
" Our" here, means that we are in 

one family. We are in a good family. 
Hence a gracious union. It is infinite
ly above unity of race. When, by re
generation, you are brought to see the 
Fatherhood of God. the brotherhood of 
flie race is changed with you to the 
brotherhood of grace. Sweet union, 
with the Lord of Glory among u ^ 

3. In the family of God, there is no 
respect of persons. All believers say 
" Our Father ;" the richest, the poorest, 
the slowest, the fastest, the quickest, 
lie dumbest, the sorriest, the likeliest, 
the wise man of the schools, and the 
fool who never saw a school, the Presi
dent, the bootblack. You have not 
obtained the true spirit, until you, rich 
and poor meet together, and sit down 
together; sit down freely in one house 
to worship your God and His Christ. 
Those who are acting as if there is social 
difference in the nnion, will bave to change 
their notions. God does not look at 
the skin, or the clothes, but at the 
Robe of "White. The Christian mer 
chant, and the Christian porter, are 
alike to Him, if they are alike in their 
nearness to Him. The porter, may be 
nearest. 

Fly me riches, fly me names, fly me 
style, fly me courts and princes, and 
earth and hell: let me drink my fill in 
brain and nerve, and bone and muscle; 
in mind and soul and life, ofthe sweet
ly overwhelming, lovely, loving, level 
ing, but exalting word " Our." It 
does me good in every nerve to speak 
»̂  to think upon, to act out the Holy 
Catholic principle, the communion of 
''lints, the glory of the body of Christ. 

i. These words designate our inheri
tance. Not one of us is poor. We 
liave a rich Father. Unbelieving men 

say we have the misfortune that safe-
deposit vaults could not hold our 
treasures, nor banks our shares, nor 
railway books our stocks. 
WE HAVE A BETTER INHEKITANCB. 

I say when I see a so-called Chris
tian man with stock in a Sabbath 
breaking railroad company, or who 
with the liquor business has anything 
to do, or with anything which could be 
pleasing to Satan; get washed 
of all your sin, beloved; not 
Pilate-like to. go into it again, but 
to stay washed ; and have your gains 
rightly appropriated, and all evil goods 
emptied out and overturned. "What 
want we of earth when we have heaven 
below ? 

For our inheritance is nothing less 
than wonderful. God setteth His love 
upon us. A treasure house is ours, of 
things " exceedingly abundantly above 
all that we ask or think." A quick ap
prehension of this will most assuredly 
lead to the laying aside of aU gewgaws, 
and to the full devotion of our dollars and 
cents to the good of the family whose 
Father is God. What need we more ; 
having " Our Father," our Jesus, our 
blessed Paraclete! What need we 
more, and when the very names, 
which spring out of our relation to 
God, betoken that our inheritance is 
where thieves cannot reach, and fires 
cannot burn, and sin cannot enter, and 
sickness cannot be known; where God 
is, and wbere there can be no dark
ness! 

Now, beloved, son, daughter, saint, 
saved, brother, sister, publish abroad, as 
God leads you forth every day, the 
blessed relationship and the inheri
tance. And refusing to take again any 
of those things once laid down, press 
toward the mark for the prize, 

" LOOKING UKTO JESUS." 

Let the trinkets and the superfluities 
go; let them be melted and spoiled, 
and sold for Jesns, and for His breth
ren and ours. 

Do not rest in convictions, nor duties, 
nor anything short of Christ. 
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GOD'S HERITAGE CONFIRMED. 

BY JOHN T. JAMES. 

"Thoo, O God, didst send a plentilul raia, 
whereby thoa didst conflrm thine inheritance, 
when it was weary."—Paalm 68, 9. 

Spiritual refreshings, or heavenly 
rains, are for the reviving, encouraging 
and confirmation of true spiritual life. 
Only true spiritual life needs such as
sistance, for false religious life receives 
plenty of help from false teachers, and 
is sustained by the general spirit of 
the world about it. The world abun
dantly waters its own planting and 
growing. If we are ofthe world, we 
shall not fail of its showers and dews 
of purely human sympathy and ten
derness. But if we, like David, re
nounce the world, we shall have to look 
elsewhere for the refreshing and confir
mation of our new and strange life. 
The god of this world has long since 
resolved that those who renounce him 
for Christ, shall be consistent, and be 
shut up to Christ for all their coinfort 
and life, and this very casting us out 
of the world, to Him onoe cast out be
fore, only enables us to prove that He 
is the Christ—the Son ofthe living 
God." Tbis brings us into living, vi
talizing communion with that living 
Jesus, from whom the early Christians 
drew such supplies of solid comfort and 
mighty, spiritual energy. It shuts us 
up to drawing all our life from Him, 
who is over all, God blessed forever." 

But there is more or less of trial in 
such separation from the world, in or
der to union with the living God. We 
are born in death and bonds—the 
slaves of sin and lust The beginning 
of true spiritual life, is in leading us 
out of this, and across our natmre. The 
oross .is transgressive—a stepping 
atsross the laws of our natural and first-
begotten feelings and sympathies and 
interests. The Spirit of God—the au
thor of our new life—is the conductor 
of those stepping across—that we may 
issue out of the bonds of our nature in
to the freedom of the sons of God. 

I t is of such spirits as this—that 

God's heritage in the world is com
posed. He being the living and true 
God, His inheritance is of living and 
true spirits, each of whom has a mea
sure of true, and real salvation—a sal
vation from the darkness and bonds of 
the world and all its worldly religion. 
But conflict and suffering attend upon 
snch redemption as the heirs of God 
possess. Their freedom is something' 
not only opposed by the world and 
flesh in themselves, but by Satan and 
the, world and the flesh without It 
being a real salvation from real sin— 
into real freedom, there is real conflict 
and real opposition. And the result is 
—weariness and readiness to faint and 
give up the battle—^just as the He
brews felt on several occasions, after 
leaving Egypt It is for just such emer
gencies as this, that God has provided 
the seasons of refreshing and confirma
tion. The word " confirm" means to 
make firm with, to make us firm and 
strong with those principles and tmto 
which we have been getting with, bnt 
which we still hold feebly with, and are 
at times tempted to part company with, 
because they are so ofliensive to the 
world and the flesh, and minister their of 
fensiveness to ns for holding with them. 
The Confirmation Rains then, are to 
make us strong or firm in our holding 
to the free doctrines of the free sons 
and daughters of the living God. Far
mers have these confirmation rains 
come to their help, when the corn and 
wheat and grass, are at the pomt to 
die in the ground of their planting and 
sowing. I t confirms their work nnto 
them, by confirming the planting and 
sowing and beginnings of growing 
So with God's heritage in the worli 
At the point where tbe cause of God 
seems to be failing, and the truth of 
God seems about to be swaUowed up 
of lies, God sends down one of His con
firmation rains, to revive and establish 
things in their right tendencies. But we 
must be with the truth and witb the free 
people of God, to be made firm with 
them. A thing mnst be planted to be 
made firm of root Persons must bain 
previous attendance and feUowship 
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with the Episcopal Church to be cork-
firmed of the Bishop. So we must be 
in previous attendance and feUow
ship with the free doctrines and free 
life and free people of God, to receive 
the confirming grace sent down in one 
of these Confirmation Rains poured on 
us by the Great Bishop of the Free 
Church,—the church of true and free-
bom spirits. 

But the Hebrew is even more ex
pressive than the translation, " Thou, 
0 God, didst shake out a shower of 
freenesses." But " Showers of Free-
nesses" are showers of Ihat " Free 
Spirit," David prayed to be upheld by, 
and can fall only on free, spiritual 
plants. Such showers are full of re
freshing and confirming to the souls of 
God's people, in the many points of 
tiieir freedom from the bonds and sla
very of the world and worldly churches 
about them. Hence it is " a Shower 
of Freenesses," because watering and 
making firm all the points of their expe
rience in separation from sin and death, 
and obedience to God. They are the free 
plants that need and can expect the 
showers of freenesses. Such showers 
are of a character with their life, and 
do not come as a surprise and confusion, 
bnt as that which they have a right to ex
pect, yea, as their life. A Free 
Chureh, then, is the scene of the special 
disp!^ ofthe free showers or showers of 
freenesses, where showers of freenesses, 
come down to confirm God's people in 
the many points of their freedom from 
bonds and death. Such ground, culti
vated of the free word and Spirit of 
God, is a little garden of God trying 
to cultivate the free tmth and experi
ence of God, in separation from the 
weeds of sin and worldliness in other 
chnrches where the fences once set up, 
faave been taken down, and the garden 
tamed out to the commons, out of a 

" felse notion of charity ; and living weeds 
into plants of holiness. Of course, such 
showers could not come on those fel 
lowshiping sin, unless it were to confirm 
th&ai in such standing. I t wonld onlj 
•nake them firm with those they were 
fellowshiping, and seal their bondage. 

No rain falls in Egypt, but little, if 
any, in tike wilderness. 

This idea, of God confipming His 
own work, in us, is beautifully sustained 
in the Hebrew verb, " didst send" or 
"shake out" It is the Hithpael, or 
Reflexive—or Middle—what we might 
call The Re-Active Verb, in which the 
agent acts upon himself. It is just as a 
man pulling a shower bath tub upon 
himself, dr pouring an hom of oil on 
his own bead. So we might read it 
with entire correctness, •' Thou, O 
God, didst shake out a shower of free
nesses upon thyself" Of course. He 
could not do this in any people not his 
own people. He must have a measure 
of his own life, begotten and being de
veloped in us, in order to act on Him
self confirming us. So it is Himself in 
us that he confirms. He cannot act on 
Himself in shaking out showers on 
those in whom He has no part no liv
ing, but wonld act against Himself, 
just as a farmer in cultivating land full 
of weeds, and having nothing in it that 
yields bread. I t i s on Himself then, in 
that measure of His own free life pos
sessed by each one of His people, that 
He acts in " Sending the Plentiful 
Rain," in " Shaking Out a Shower of 
Freenesses." If we have His life in 
us, even in feebleness, we shall have 
the showers, the plentiful rain. God 
waters Himself in His members. If 
we live year after year without rain, 
where are we ? 

That I came to " the end of aU 
flesh" in Blue Ridge Mountain, Va., in 
May last, since which time I have been 
slowly recovering former Ught; that I 
came to OU City to see Bro. Hawkins, 
and then went to FrankUn Camp-
meeting, and was joined in fellowship 
with God's free people, and felt the free 
showers once more, confirming God's her
itage to me; that I am now at ChiU 
with Bro. and Sister Roberts, as one 
alive from the dead, and but feebly 
aliye at that, is aU I can say, at pres
ent, of my past and present experience. 

«»« 
Irritability urges us to take a step as 

much too soon, as sloth does too late. 
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" S P E A K EVIL OP NO MAN.'" 

BT WILLIAM FELL. 

The word of God says, " If any man 
offend not in word, the same is a per
fect man, and able also to bridle the 
whole body." James, iii, 2, The com
mand is " Speak evU of no man." 
What is evil speaking ? Mr. Wesley 
says, " It is not, as some suppose, tbe 
same with lying or slandering. All a 
man says may be as true as tbe Bible ; 
and yet the saying of it is evil speak
ing. For evil speaking is neither more 
nor less than speaking evil of an absent 

• person; relating something evil, wbich 
was really done or said by one tbat is 
not present when it is related." No 
one can disobey this plain command, 
without incurring the displeasure of 
God. I t eats like a canker, and is 
poison to the soul, and is the door that 
lets out love, and admits hate. How 
quick you lose love for an individual 
when you speak of his faults. behind 
bis back. You feel guilty when you 
neet him, and cannot look him in the. 
face. Yon may think that you love 
him; but you do not; for " love 
thinketh no evU," let alone speaking i t 
The word of the Lord says, He that 
••overeth a transgression seeketh love; 
)ut he that repeateth s, matter sepa-
atetb very friends. Prov. 17, 9. You 
.lay set it down as a rule that, whenev-
ar a person speaks of another one's 
faults to you in his absence, he wiU 
certainly speak of your faults behind 
your back. Whoso keepeth his mouth 
and his tongue, keejjeth his «oul from 
troubles. Prov. 21, 23. Happy is the 
man who obeys this injunction: for he 
will avoid a great many lashings of 
wnscience. "In all labor there is profit; 
*ut the talk of tbe lips tendeth only to 
•enury." Prov. 14, 23. Every word is 
rue. How dry and husky you get in 
••our soul, after you have been talking 
dver the faults of your brother or sister 
or your ungodly neighbor. You take a 
long breath, and feel yonr heart as 
hard as a stone. It does not take much 
lo dry up the streams of life, and cause 

the gentle dove of peace to take its 
flight "He that hath knowledge spareth 
his words : and a roan of understanding 
is of an excellent spirit Even a fooL 
wben be holdeth his peace, is counted 
wise : and be that shutteth his lips is 
esteemed a man of understanding." 
Prov. 17, 27, 28. Evil speaking and 
evil surmising are just tbe opposite of 
love, and show plainly that the soul is 
in a terribly diseased state. No man 
with such a sonl is fit for the company 
of angels and the holy. The only rem
edy is to fly to tbe blood of Christ at 
once, and get cured. Where love ex
ists in tbe heart, tbere is no desire to 
speak evU or to mention tbe faults of an 
absent person. " Love worketh no ill 
to bis neighbor, therefore love is tbe 
fulfilling of the law." " A tale bearer 
revealeth secrets, but he" that is of a 
faitbful spirit concealeth the matter." 
Prov. 11, 13. 

How pleasant it is to be among 
God's faithful ones; yoa feel safe in 
tHeir company. You know if they see 
any thing wrong in you. they will not 
go and speak of it to others, but will 
obey the Gospel rule, and go and tell 
you of your fault in love. 'This is the 
kind of love that wiU stand the test of 
tbe judgment. The Psalmist under
stood it when he said, " I will take 
heed to my ways, tbat I sin not with 
my tongne." Ps. xxxix. 1. And he pray
ed, " Set a watch, O Lord, before my 
mouth, keep the doors of my lips. 
Psalms cxli, 3. In view of the great 
day that is coming, tbe Apostle asks 
the question: '' Wbat manner of persons 
ought ye to be iu all holy conversation 
and godUness?'' 2Peter 3, 11. We 
cannot be too careful in this respect: 
for onr Savionr has said. "By thy 
words thou shalt be justified, and by 
thy words thou shalt be condemned," 
Matt, xii., 36, 37. The command is, 
" Be , swift to hear, slow to 
speak." It is a serious matter 
to allow the tongue to have its own 
way, "The tongue is a fite, a world of 
iniquity; so is the tongue among onr 
members, that it defileth the whole 
body, and setteth on fire the course of 
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nature; and is set on fire of hell." The 
tongue can no man tame, it is an unruly 
evU, fuU of deadly poison." James in. 6, 
8. " If any man among you seem to be 
reli^ous, and bridleth not his tongue, 
but deceiveth his own hear t this man's 
reUgion is vain." J ames i. 26. Do not 
speaic of the faults of an absent per
son ; it only poisons your soul, and 
those that listen to you. Go to the er
ring one and talk lo him in love, and 
try and win him to Christ, and the 
power of God will rest upon you, and 
you will receive " t h e anointing that 
abideth." " If we could see ourselves 
as others see us."' we would be the last 
to speak of the faults of others. " And 
above all things," says the Apostle 
Peter, " h a v e fervent.charity among 
yourselves: for charity shall cover the 
multitude of sins." Jesus says, " B y 
this shall all men know that ye are 
my disciples, if ye have love one to 
another." There is no evil thinking nor 
speaking where this element ex is t s : it 
cannot live where love is. The atmos
phere is too pure. " ' W h o is a wise 
man and endued with knowledge among 
you ? let him shew out of a good con-" 
versation, his works with meekness of 
wisdom." James iii- 13. " Lord who 
shall abide in thy tabernacle? who 
shall dwell in thy holy hill ? H e that 
backbiteth not with his tongue, nor 
doeth evil to his neighbor, nor taketh 
up a reproach against his neighbor."' 
Ps. XV. 1. Time is short, and 
God will caU us to a strict account 
soon. "Final ly, be ye all of one mind, 
having compassion one of another; 
love as brethren, be pitiful, be courte
ous. For he that will love life, and 
see good days ; let him refrain his 
tongue from* evil, and his lips that they 
speak no guile, 1 Peter, ui. 8. 

One way of reading the Bible with 
advantage is, to pay it great homage: 
so that when we come to any part 
which we cannot connect with other 
passages, we must conclude that this 
arises from our ignorance, but that the 
seeming contrarieties are in themselves 
quite reconcUable.—Cecil. 

MATT. XXV. 40. 

BY AMELIA HOYT. 

Often, when we read the story. 
Full of sweetnesB, yet of woe. 

Of the dear Redeemer's sojourn. 
In this wearj world below ; 

How His wonnded heart full often, 
'Neath reproach and insults bled; 

How He wandered, poor and homeless, 
. Without where to lay His head ; 

How, 'neath nnimagined snffering. 
Oft His sacred frame was bowed. 

Thus, while tears gush forth unbidden. 
Thus, perchance we cry aloud ; 

O, would to Qod we had been living then ! 
O, to have stood at evening in the door. 
Of some fair cottage in Judea's land, 
And thro' the dusk with straining vision 

watched | 
The home-returning footsteps of our Lord. I 
With eager words of welcome to bave met i 

Him, 
And o'er the threshold gently led Him in, 
All faint and weary from His toils of love. 
Then, kneeling down. His way.wom san

dals loosed. 
And with pure water waslied His sacred 

feet. 
Or wipe them, as did loving Mary once. 
E'en with the tresses of her flowing hair. 
All! with what tender care would we have 

spread, 
A sweet repast before onr weary Lord; 
Wipe from His brow the toil-wrung drops 

away. 
Poured in Hia soul, ao oft by suffering 

wrung. 
The balm of sympathy, and heart-felt vows 
Of deathlees love and deep devotion breath

ed. 
What joy, wbat honor thus to have min

istered. 
To Him who came to minister to ns. 
And give His life a ran&am for the world. 
Ah, would to God we had been living then! 

Thus, perchance, while fancy leads us. 
Back to scenes and days of yore. 

Thus perchance, our soul's deep longings 
Forth in earnest words we pour. 

Opening then the Sacred Volume, 
Book of all the books the best, 

Lo! ou what a golden passage 
Doth our raptured vision rest. ' 

" Inasmuch ag ye have done it,"— 
There the gracious words we see, 

" To the least of nay disciples 
Te have done it unto me." 
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RELIGIOUS EXCITEMENT. 

The bold assumption on the part of 
some of his professed foUowers, that 
John Wesley was the champion of 
Pharisaic formality, and opposed to aU 
reUgious excitement, may well call 
forth the deepest astonishment The 
effort to prove it, furnishes an instance 
of moral (?) daring seldom equaled.— 
Wesley's works are common. Mr. 
Wesley was too mnch of a philosopher 
not to know, that strong emotions of 
any Mnd, have an effect upon tbe body. 
He had too deep a Christian experience 
not to know that there is much in 
Christianity, which should stir the 
emotions to their lowest depths. 

Let us hear what Mr Wesley, says: 
>Vol. III., page 141, " I began to ex
plain, ' Beloved, believe not every 
spirit but try the spirits, whether they 
be of God.' I told tbem, they were 
not to judge of the spirit whereby any 
one spoke, either by appearances, or by 
conimon report, or by their own in
ward feelings ; no, nor by any dreams, 
visions, or revelations, supposed to be 
made to their souls ; any more than by 
tbeir tears, or any involuntary effects 
wrought upon their bodies. I warned 
them all these were, in themselves, of 
a doubtful, disputable nature; they 
might be from God, and they might 
not; and were therefore not simply to 
be reUed on, (any more than simply to 
be condemned), but to be tried "by a 
further rule, to be brought to the only 
certain test, the law, and the testi
mony. While I was speaking, one be
fore me dropped down as dead, and 
presently a second, and a third. Five 
others sank down in half an hour, most 
of whom were in violent agonies. ' The 
pains' as of hell came upon them; the 
.snares of death overtook them.' In their 
trouble we called upon the Lord, and 
he gave us an answer of peace. One 
indeed continued an hour in strong 
pain ; and one or two more for three 
days. But the rest were greatly com
forted in that hour, and went away re
joicing and praising God." I t seems 
that under this sermon EIGHT PEBSONS 

BBOPPED nowN AS HEAD !" We should 
like to know hpw many ever "dropped 
down as dead," while any of his mod
ern followers, were holding up to ridi
cule every manifestation of spiritual 
Ufe? 

Again Wesley says. Vol. 111., page 
170: " On Friday, many of us joined 
in prayer for one that was grievously 
tormented. She raged more and more 
for about two hours, and then our Lord 
gave her rest. Five were in the same 
agony in the evening. I ordered them 
to be removed to the door, that their 
cries might neither drown my voice, 
nor interrupt the attention of the con
gregation. — Bnt after sermon they 
were brought into the room again, 
where a few of us continued in prayer 
to God, (being determined not to go 
tUl we liad an answer of peace) till nine 
the next morning. Before that time, 
three of them sang praise to God; and 
the others were eased though not set at 
liberty." 

" "While I was preaching at Newgate 
on these words: ' He that beUeveth 
hath everlasting life,' I was insensibly, 
led without any previous design, to de
clare strongly and explicitly, that God 
willeth " all men to be thus saved," 
and to pray, that "if this were not the 
truth of God, he would not suffer the 
blind to go ont of the way; bnt if it 
were, he • wovtld bear witness to his 
word. Immediately one, and another, 
and another, sunk io ihe earth; THEY 
OBOPPED ON EVERY SIDE AS THUNDER-
STBUCK. One of them cried aloud. 
We besought God in her behalf, and he 
turned her heaviness into joy. A sec
ond being in the same agony, we called 
npon God for her also; and he spoke 
peace unto her soul. In tfie evening I 
was again pressed in spirit to declare, 
that '•' Christ gave himself a ransom for 
all." And almost before we called up
on him to set to his seal, he answered. 
One was so wounded by the sword of 
tbe Spirit, that you would have imagined 
she could not Uve a moment Bnt imme
diately His abundant kindness was 
shown, and she loudly sang of His 
righteonsness. 
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FBI. , 26: "Al l Newgate rang with 
the cries of those whom the word of God 
cut to the heart. Two ofthem were 
filled with joy, to the astonishment of 
those that beheld them." Vol. IIL. 
page 129. 
MoN., 29 : " W e understood that many 

were offended at the cries of those,on 
whom the power of God came." 

" TtTKSDAT, May 1. Many were 
offended again, and indeed much more 
than before. For at Baldwin street my 
voice could scarce be heard, amidst the 
groanings of some, and the cries of 
others caUing to Him that is ' mighty 
to save.' I desired aU that were sin
cere of heart to beseech with me the 
Prince exalted for us, that he would 
'proclaim deliverance to the captives.' 
And he soon showed that he heard our 
voice. Many of those who had been 
long in darkness, saw the dawn of a 
great light; and ten persons, I after
ward found, then began to say in faith, 
' my Lord and my God.' A Quaker 
who stood by, was not a little displeased 
at the dissimulation of these creatures, 
and was biting his Ups, and knitting his 
brows when he dropped down, as thun
derstruck. The agony he was in was 
even terrible to behold. We besought 
God hot to lay foUy to his charge. 
And he soon lilted up his head and 
cried aloud, ' Now I know thou art a 
prophet of tbe Lord.' " Vol. IIL, p. 
130. 

" While I was earnestly inviting all 
sinners to 'enter into the hoUest,'by 
this 'new and Uving way,' many of 
those that heard, began to caU upon 
God with strong cries and tears. Some 
sunk down, and there remained no 
strength in them, others exceedingly, 
trembled and quaked; some were torn 
with a kind of convulsive motion in ev
ery part of their bodies, and that so 
violently, that often four or flve persons 
could not hold one of them. I have 
seen many hysterical, and many epilep
tic fits; but none of them were like 
these in many respects. I immediate
ly prayed that God wonld not suffer 
those who were weak to be offended. 
But one woman was offended greatly; 

being sure they might help it if they 
would—no one should persuade her to 
the contrary, and was got three or four 
yards, when she also dropped down, in 
as violent an agony as the rest. Twen
ty-six of those who had been thus af
fected, (most of whom during the pray
ers which were made for thero, were in 
a moment fiUed with peace and joy) 
promised to caU upon me the next day. 
Bnt only eighteen came; by talking 
closely with whom, I found reason to 
beUeve that some of them had gone 
home to their houses justified. The 
rest seemed to be waiting patiently for 
i t Vol. IIL, pp. 139, 140. 

" After spending part of tbe night at 
Fetter Lane, I went to a smaller com 
pany, where also we exhorted one an
other with hymns and spiritual songs, 
and ponred out our hearts to God in 
prayer. Toward moming one ofthem 
was overwhelmed with joy and love, and 
could not help showing it by cries and 
tears. At this another was much dis
pleased, saying it was only notion, 
imagination, and animal spirits. Oh 
thou jealous God, lay not this sin to her 
charge. And let us not be wise above 
what is written." Vol. III., p. 173. 

"About half-hour after five, I began 
at Gwinup. I was afraid my voice 
would not suffice for such an immense 
multitude. But my fears were ground
less; as the evening was quite calm 
and the people aU attention. It was 
more difficult to be heard in meeting the 
society amidst the cries of those on the 
one hand who were pierced through as 
with a sword, and of those on ihe other 
who were filled with joy unspeakable." 
Vol. I l l , pp. 40, 1 and 2. 

"About this time the work of God 
exceedingly increased under the Rev. 
Mr. Berridge near Everton. I cannot 
give a clearer view of this than by 
transcribing part of the journal of an eye 
witness. The text was ' Having a 
form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof.' "When the power of 
reUgion began to be spoken of, the pres-—4 
ence of God nearly filled the place; 
and while poor sinners felt the sentence 
of death in their souls, what soimds of 

i 
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distress did I hear! The greatest 
number of those who cried or feU, were 
men; but some women, and several 
children felt the power of the same Al
mighty Spirit ^nd seemed just sinking 
into hell. This occasioned a mixture pf 
various sounds; some shrieking, some 
roaring aloud. The most general was 
a loud breathing, Uke that of people 
half strangled and gasping for life. And 
indeed almost aU the cries were like 
those of human creatures dying in bit
ter anguish. Great numbers wept 
without any noise; great numbers fell 
down as dead; some sinking in sUence; 
some with extreme noise and violent 
agitation. I saw a thin, pale girl, 
weeping with sorrow for herself, and 
joy for her companiou. Quickly the 
smile of heaven came Ukewise on her. 
and her praises joined with those of the 
others. I also then laughed with ex
treme joy; so did Mr. B 11 (who 
said it was more then he could well 
bear;) so did all who knew the Lord, 
and some of those who were waiting for 
aalvation; till the cries of those who 
were struck with the arrows of convic
tion, were almost lost in the sounds of 
joy. Vol. 4, pp. 25, 26. -Read the 
whole account 

For further illustrations read his 
journals, the 3d and 4th volumes of 
his works. We can only refer to a 
few passages; Vol. 3d, pp. 120, 128, 
129, 130, 134, 135, 140, 141, 143, 144, 
1.46. 154, 158, 170, 173, 175, 192, 195, 
276, 401, Vol. 4, 25, 26, 27, 49. But 
open his journals almost anywhere, and 
you wUl flnd instances of what .̂t the 
present day, is stigmatized as wild-fire 
and fanaticism. 

WALKING AFTER THE WORLD 

BY MBS. O. TEBBY. 

It is only by doing the whole wUl of 
God, that I find perfect peace and rest 
to my soul. I believe the whole 
written word of God. When I read 
" Be not conformed to this world," I 
believe it means we are not to conform 
to any of its sinful practices, customs, 

or fashions. Walking after the course 
of this world seems to be a prevailing 
siu in our church, as well as in other 
churches. Jesus says " Not all who 
say Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth 
the will of my Father which is in 
heaven." If it had not been the will 
of God, that we should "not be con
formed to this world, but be trans
formed by the renewing of our minds," 
He never would have told us so. How 
can we expect that God wiU bless us, 
and prosper our souls, if we do not 
obey his teaching. The word says 
" Come out from among them, and be 
ye separate, and touch not, handle not, 
the unclean thing, and I will receive 
you." How much it means to be re
ceived of God,—received into His 
favor, into the communion of His Holy 
Spirit This is worth more to me than 
all the flowers, ribbons and lace there 
is in the whole world. Away with all 
these things, I despise them from the 
bottom of my heart Away with 
everything that is unlike Christ. I 
know that it is the Lord's wiU tbat we 
dress plain and walk straight before our 
God. I do tbe will of God because I 
love to do i t The cause of God lays 
nearest my heart. It is meat and 
drink to do my master's will. I 
esteem the word of God more than I 
do my daily food. I want to b^ 
separate from the world, so that the 
world can see I am a child of God. I 
have had some of the sisters say lo 
me, when I have been reproving them 
for conforming so much to the world. 
Why; "I am not as strong in the Lord 
as you are." The Lord bless you, dear 
sisters, tbat is the way I keep strong 
by doing the whole will of God. 

Some make this excuse for putting 
on a little fashion. " Why it is cheap, 
it did not cost much." This is a trick of 
the devil to make professors of reli
gion believe that they can sin cheap. 
"They wUl find, in the great judgment 
day, that it will cost them their souls. 
If we are going to serve God, let ns 
leave the unfruitful works of darkness 
alone. We may be sincere in believ-



DECLENSION IN RELIGON. 79 

ing we are the children of God, and 
think we are doing the will of God, and 
at the same time prove ourselves to be 
the children of tbe devil, by doing the 
works of the devU. in conforming our
selves to the fashions of the world. 
Hear what God says aboutfit " Let 
not sin therefore reign in your mortal 
body, that ye sbould obey it in the lust 
thereof, neither yield ye yonr members 
instruments of unrighteousness unto sin, 
hat yield yourselves unto God, as 
those that are aUve from the dead, and 
your members as instruments of 
righteousness unto God." The devU 
may animate us, and make us think we 
enjoy religion, and get blest and all 
this sort of thing, and enjoy the world 
at the same time. God says, "By 
their fruits ye shall know them. It is 
the devil's delight to deceive. I find a 
peace, a joy, and consolation in being 
separated from the world, that I do not 
find in anything else. It is good to 
have our all consecrated to God. Time 
is not ours. It belongs to the Lord. 
We have no right to squander the 
Lord's time in uselessly trimming our 
clothes, or adorning ourselves with use
less articles of dress. God says " Let 
yonr outward adorning be that of a 
meek and quiet spirit" We nad far 
better spend tbe time we steal from tbe 
Lord adjusting some useless article of 
dress, in reading God's word. The 
money that is spent for adornments had 
much better be spent in feeding tbe 
poor, and clothing the naked. It is 
just as sinful to wear ribbons on a hat 
as it is flowers, and it is squandering 
the Lord's money just as uselessly. If 
we did not let sin reign in our mortal 
bodies, and let it have donjinion over 
us, we would not lust after these 
things. Some say, it does not make 
any difference what we wear, if onr 
heart is only right Let us get our 
hearts right and see if it does not 
make a difference what we wear. If 
onr hearts were right, we would not 
lust after the things of tbis world. 

•-•-0 

It is much easier to settle a point 
than to act on it. 

DECLENSION IN RELIGION. 

A Christian may decline far in reli
gion without being suspected. He 
may maintain appearances. Every
thing seems to others to go on weU. 
He suspects himself, for it requires 
great labor to maintain appearances; 
especially in a minister. Discerning 
hearers will, however, often detect siich 
declensions. He talks ovei- his old 
matters. He says his things, but in a 
cold and unfeeling manner. He is 
sound, indeed, in doctrine, perhaps 
more sound than before : for there is a 
great tendency to soundness of doc
trine, when appearances are to be kept 
up in a declining state of the heart. 

The causes of a decline in religion 
should be remarked :— 

The world has always much to do in 
reUgious declension. A minister is 
tempted, perhaps, to sacrifice every
thing to a name.- If any appetite is 
suffered to prevaU, it wUl stupefy the 
mind ; religion is an abstract and ele
vated affair; " the way of life is above 
to the wise, to depart from hell be
neath." Keeping on good terms with 
those who respect us is a snare. A 
speculative turn of mind is a snare; it 
leads to that " evU heart of unbeUef 
which departs from the living God." 
Vain confidence thinks himself in no 
dauger; he knows the trnth; he can 
dispute for the trnth; " what should 
we fear ?" Why, that we bave no 
fear. Trifling witb conscience is a 
snare; no man indulges himself in any
thing which his conscience teUs him 
ought not to be done, but it will at 
length wear away his spirituality of mind. 

'The symptoms of a religious decline 
are many:— 

Wben a minister begins to depart 
from God and to lose a spiritual mind, 
he becomes fond sometimes of genteel 
company, who can entertain him, and 
who know how to respect his character. 
This genteel spirit is suspicious; it is 
associated with pride, and delicacy, 
and a love of ease; in short, it is the 
spirit of the world. It is tbe re
verse of condescending to mean 
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things; it is the reverse of the spirit of 
our Master. 

It is a symptom of decline when a 
man will unnecessarily expose the im
perfections of the reUgious world, 
"Such a man," he wiU say. "is fond 
of praying; but he is fond of money." 
This is the very opposite spirit to that 
of S t Paul, who speaks " even weep 
ing, of those who mind earthly things." 

A violent sectarian spirit is a sign 
of religious declension. Honest men 
stand firm for the vitals of religion. If 
the mind were right the circumstan
tials of reUgion would not be made 
matters of fierce contention. The 
spirit of S t Paul was of another kind. 
" I f meat make my brother to offend, 
I will eat no meat whUe the world 
standeth, lest I make my bi-other to of 
fend"—''One believeth that he may 
eat all things; another, who is weak, 
eateth herbs. Let not him that eateth 
despise him that eateth not; and let 
not him whicb eatoth not judge him 
that eateth." 

Aversion to reproof marks a state 
of reUgious decUne. The man cannot 
bear to have his state depicted, even 
in the pnlpit. He caUs the preaching, 
which searches and detects him, Armi
nian and legal. " Hast thou found 
me, 0 mine enemy?" Why should 
we quarrel with the truth? If that 
trath is delivered in its just propor
tions, his quarrel is with God. 

Stupidity under chastisement proves 
a man to be under declension. He is 
not disposed to ask, " Wherefore dost 
thoir contend with me ?" He is 
•'kicking ag-ainst the pricks." He is 
" stricken, but has not grieved." He 
is " chastised, as a bullock unaccus
tomed to the yoke." 

Such a man, too, has often a high 
mind; He is unhnmbled—boasting— 
stout hearted. He is ready to censure 
every one but himself. 

Unnecessary occupation is another 
evidence of declension. Some men are 
unavoidably much engaged in the 
world; to snch men God will give 
especial graoe if they seek it ; and 
they shall maintain a spirit of devotion 

even in the bustle and occupation of 
their affairs. But some men will be 
rich, and therefore "fall into tempta
tion and a snare;" they will have shops 
in different parts of the town; they say 
they do not feel this affect their reli
gious state; but I cannot beUeve 
them. A man is declined from God 
before he enters on such schemes; a 
spiritual and devout man will generally 
find the business in which he is already 
engaged a sufficient snare. 

In short,' the symptoms may be this 
or that but the disease is a dead palsy. 
" Ephraim! he hath mixed himself 
among the people : Ephraim is a cake 
not turned. Strangers have devoured 
his strength, and he knoweth it not: 
yea, grey hairs are here and there up
on him, yet he knoweth it not."—Cecil. 

»-• - • 

PRIDE. 

Wa.tch and pray continually against 
pride. If God bas cast it out see that 
it enter no more ; it is fully as danger
ons as desire. And you may sUde 
back into it unawares; especiaUy if 
you think there is no danger of it 
' Nay, bnt I ascribe all I have to God.' 
So you may and be proud neverthe
less. Such is pride, not only to 
ascribe anything we have to ourselves, 
but to think we have what we really 
have not. Mr. L.—for instance, • 
ascribed all the light he had to God, 
and so far he was humble ; but then he 
thought he had more Ught than any 
man living; and this was palpable 
pride. So you ascribe all the knowl
edge to God; and in this respect you 
are humblest. But if you think you 
have more than you really have ; or if 
yon think you are so taught of God as 
no longer to need man's teaching, pride 
Ueth at the door. Always remember, 
much grace does not imply much Ught 
These do not always go together. As 
there may be much light where there is 
but little love, so there may be much 
love where there is but little light The 
heart has more heat than the eye, yet 
it caimot see, and God has wisely tem
pered the members of the body togeth-
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er, that none may say to another ' I 
have ne need of thee.' 

To imagine none can toach you, but 
those who are themselves saved from 
sin, is a very great and dangerous mis
take. Give not place to it for a mo
ment ; it would lead you into a thou
sand snares and other mistakes. No, do
minion is not founded- in grace, as the 
mad-men of the last age taught Obey 
and regard " them that are over yon in 
the Lord," and do not think you know 
better than they. Know their place 
and your own ; always remembering, 
much love does not imply much Ught. 

The not-observing this has led some 
into many mistakes, and into the ap 
pearance, at least, of pride. 0 beware 
of the appearance, and the thing. Let 
there 'be m you that lively mind 
which was in Christ Jesus.' And be 
ye likewise clothed with humUity. Let 
it not only fill, but cover you all over. 
Let modesty and self diffidence appear 
in aU your words and actions. Let aU 
you speak and do, show that you are 
little, and base, and mean, and vUe in 
your own eyes. 

As ene instance of this, be always 
ready to own any fault you have been 
in. If you have at any time thought 
spoke, or acted wrong, be not back
ward to acknowledge i t Never dream 
that this wUl hurt the cause of God, no, 
it wUl farther i t Be therefore open 
and frank when you are taxed with 
anything; do not seek either to evade 
or disguise i t ; but let it appear just as 
it is, and you will thereby not hinder 
hut adorn the Gospel.— -Wesley. 

MY EXPERIENCE. 

BY SOPHIA E. HOBTON. 

It pleased the Lord to caU me in 
early Ufe to seek pardon. I beUeve at 
eleven years of age I first tasted the 
joys of redeeming grace and a Saviour's 
love. I remember as early as then to 
have realized a sweet satisfaotion and 
deUght in prayer and in efforts to obey 
Grod. My mother went out in the 
woods to secret prayer, and I went 

with her. She asked me if I ever 
prayed, and from that time God's Holy 
Spirit convinced me that I was a sinner. 
I sought and found the Saviour. I 
lived for a while in the smUes of my 
blessed Redeemer. I walked in the 
narrow way for some time, and tried 
to do the wiU of my heavenly Father. 
0 how much I loved my Saviour. He 
was all in aU to mo, but I went back
ward and neglected my duty, and lost 
a great deal of my enjoyment and 
lived more for the pleasure of. the 
world than I did for Christ In this 
state of mind I went to a camp meet
ing held by the Indians and the White 
people together. We had a glorious 
time, and I again rejoiced in Christ 
my Saviour. I tried to foUow Christ 
and I leamed tbat this world was no 
friend to grace to help me on to God. 
The tempter tried hard to get me into 
the world again, and for some time he 
was too successful. In the Spring of 
1870, there was a revival here, and 
many tumed to the Lord. I then saw 
plainly that I lived too far away from 
my Saviour. I saw that I must give up 
Christ or the world, as I could not Uve 
for Him, and still foUow after the 
pleasures of this Ufe, as I had been 
trying to do so long. I then thought 
that by the grace of God, I would re
nounce the world and seek the Lerd 
with aU my heart. I had a longing de
sire to be whoUy the Lord's, and I 
sought earnestly for the blessing of 
holiness. I passed through many severe 
conflicts, but Jesus said. My graoe is 
sufficient for thee. God blessed my soul 
abundantly, and I enjoyed a peace that I 
never did before. 

It has been almost four years since I 
received the blessing of perfect love. 
Although I have been tempted and 
tried, I have had no desire to leave my 
Saviour, and go back into the world 
again. But I feel that the world has 
lost its charms for me. My trust alone 
is in my Saviour. I can now say with 
the Psalmist "Whom have I in heaven 
but thee, and there is none upon the 
earth I desire besides thee." The pre
cious manifestations of the love of God 

'¥•' 
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are often overwhelming. They keep 
me low at his feet in self abasement 
and it is my (desire to live faithful, 
that when 1 am called from time to 
eternity, I may enter into the joy ofthe 
Lord. 

HELL. 

BY JOSIAH SHEBMAN. 

The word HeU occurs fifty five times 
in the Bible and Heaven forty. Hell, 
when appUed to men in this Ufe, begins 
with guilt in the murder of innocence. 
Second, in the murder of conscience ,-
and third, by resisting the Holy Ghost 
and doing despite to the Spirit of grace. 
The hell of conscience, as it is termed 
by the ungodly, is Uke the Niagara riv
er. Boats may ply on its surface from 
Lake Erie to within three miles of the 
falls. Then they must turn about and 
go back if they would be saved. Right 
here at the turning point life and death 
are set before sinners and they are 
asked by the Spirit of God to take their 
choice, to go back to innocence and have 
eternal life, or go down to the rapids 
and be dashed against the rocks. But 
the hell of conscience does not stop at 
death, any more than the waters of the 
Niagara river stop at the falls. It takes 
quick passage to the lake of fire and 
brimstone, which is the second deatb.— 
Rev. ii. 11, XX. 6. and 14. The sinner 
may go on in sin as though he felt no 
remorse ; but oh f if you could see him 
when God gives him a measure of the 
Spirit for his eternal profit, and the veil 
of sin is laid aside and he is obliged to 
see his awful condition, you would see 
him weep, agonize and struggle. Then 
he takes his choice, and if he chooses 
to continue in sin he will throw off all 
restraint and before he is aware, he is 
in the rapids of death and is dashed 
hither and thither against the rocks of 
despair, till the soul is dashed from the 
body and takes a leap into the lake of 
fire, where are the beasts and the false 
prophets, and where he shall be tor
mented day and night, for ever and 
ever. 

Again, Hell is a place prepared for 
the devil and his angels. And here a 
sensible question might be asked. How 
does God prepare places ? He prepared 
the earth for man, a planet far remote 
from all others. So with hell. Its at
tractive force wOl draw all calamity 
there. There will center all storms and 
shame, all disappointment and all des
pair. This is the place to wbich all the 
ungodly will be banished.—2 Thess. i. 
3. TherOj all unholy passions of beings * 
damned wUl be perfected in hate and 
without restraint Wrath, malice, re
venge and blasphemy will vent their rage 
on all they meet; exchanging their cups 
of pure damnation, made hotter by the 
change, then rush with human sense of 
guUt from wave to wave that is driven 
by an horrible tempest wit'nout a shel
ter or a resting place; and this shall be 
the portion of their cup.—Psalms xi. 5, 
6. 

Again, the pain by fire is extreme. 
When mingled with brimstone it aug
ments the sensation of pain an hundred 
fold. Then let in an horrible tempest 
and it will augment pain a thousand 
fold. 

Sinner, escape for life! Abandon 
your sins at once. These are truths 
that you will meet in a few days at 
most. Luke xvi. 27-31.—There was 
a certain rich man that dressed 
finely and fared sumptuously every day. 
He died and was buried, and in heU he 
lifted up his eyes and plead for mercy. 
But there is a great gulf fixed, so there 
is ho passing to and from. Then he 
prays that his five brothers might be 
informed of his situation, that they may 
repent The answer is, " They have 
Moses and the prophets; and if they 
will not hear them they would not be 
persuaded though one rose from the 
dead." 

•• I I • « 

The Christian is meek, but vehement; 
meek in his own cause, bnt vehement 
in the cause of God. As Moses, who 
was dead to affronts, deaf to reproaches, 
and blind to injuries, he will comply with 
anything that is civil, but with nothing 
that is sinful. 
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A member of one of tbe churches of 
New York, was extolling his own in 
comparison with other churches of the 
city, and the highest note of his praise 
was this " The pews of our church rep
resent seventy-two millions of dollars l" 
As he s-aid this it seemed as if the 
thought of it added a million, at least 
to his own stature in the world. There 
may bo other churches in New'York or 
other cities richer than this—far richer 
for aught I know—wealth seems to 
seek safety now-a days, in churches. 
Suppose that any one of them should 
nndergo a pentecostal transformation, 
should really be converted and become 
Uke the infant church photographed in 
Acts. Suppose it should find its glory, 
not iu money but in grace—not in hav
ing but giving. Supposing its million
aires, one after another, should begin 
seUing their surplus bonds, stocks; gov
ernment securities, houses, lands, and 
parting the proceeds to those'who are 

' in need, what a wonder it would be ! A 
wonder, only less in a church up town 
than it would be in a stock exchange or 
gold room down town. 

This state of things in the infant 
church was not only real but abiding; 
not only actual but normal; it was not 
a strained condition growing out of a 
temporary flood of enjoyments, or a 
tide of momentary sympathy from an 
awful pressure of suffering; but easy, 
steady, true; acd, 0 how bow glad 
withal! They went about selling and 
giving away, as they did about break
ing bread from house to house, and 
worshipping in the temple with glad
ness and singleness of heart praising 
God, and having favor with all the 
people. 

It is not at all. strange, with such a 
spirit in the church, there should have 
been added unto tbem daily such as 
should be saved. The magnetism of 
sach a body could net fail of drawing to 
itself all who should come within the 
attraction. No wonder the one hun
dred and twenty became three thousand 
in a day, and five thousand in a day or 

two, more, and great multitudes 
shortly after. It was an infant cburch 
indeed, but princely in power to prevail 
with God and man. 

Opposition fanned the flame of love— 
threatenings caused prayer and in
creased boldness. They carried with 
them the sunshine of their gladness 
everywhere, because their Sun in his 
clear shining was within them. In 
prisons and midnight darkness the 
shining was brightest, because the con
trast was greatest Their songs were 
never so ringing as in dungeons and 
in stocks. All things, however, gave 
victory. If persecution did fall, bomb
like amongst them, and scatter them, 
and send them everywhere to scatter 
the fire, so did peace and rest serve 
to buUd them up, and extend, and in
crease with still greater rapidity. They 
did not wait a moment for money, or 
for organizing boards to send forth and 
sustain missionaries. They did spend 
a Uttle time in fasting and prayer, to 
know the mind of the Lord when the 
Holy Ghost said, "Set apart unto me 
Saul and Barnabas, for the work 
whereunto I have called them." This 
was the signal for a grand missionary 
onslaught upon Cyprus, Asia, Macedo
nia. Greece, Italy and the world. The 
army was indeed a sm-all one, but 
went under a Captain mightier than 
Alexander ihe Great carrying vrith 
them and within them their base of 
supply, as they did the sunshine of 
their gladness in their indwelling Sa
viour, and wherever they went, victory 
perched upon their standard. 

. Ah! such an anointing of gladness, 
should it come upon the church to-day, 
woitld soon give us the fulfillment of 
the wonderful prophecies so long de
layed. A nation would be bora in a 
day. The kingdom and the greatness 
ofthe kingdom, under the whole heaven 
would be given to the saints of the 
Most High, in a single generation. 
Christ would reign from the river to 
the ends of the earth, and the meek 
would conquer and inherit the world.— 
Rev. W. E. Boardman, D. D. 
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GOD IN THB SOUL. 

And now, if we plead guUtless of 
mysticism, is there- no hidden fissure in 
a contrary direction? We believe 
that there is, and that the rugged 
chasm is a wide one. Thousands even 
of Christians stumble into i t whUe 
mysticism may almost number her vic
tims on her wasted fingers. The 
mystic may losehimself in misdirected 
meditation on God; but is it not 
mournfully true that the most of us 
nearly forget hira altogether ? We are 
practical atheists. But let us first step 
back awhile and reflect upon the ex
haustless meaning of that s'olemn word, 
" God." Time and space, which sur
round us with impassible barriers, are 
no bound to him; for two ti-ackless 
eternities are at this and at every mo
ment before his unsleeping eye, and ev
ery point of the wUd universe pulsates 
with his presence. The unseen leaf 
that flutters iu the far depths of the 
tropical forest, is his workmanship and 
his care. The tiniest animalcule that 
swims, is fed and cherished by Ms ever-
open hand; that same hand that bears 
up the huge mUlion-peopled baU on 
which we dwell, and sweeps it along 
with a fearful velocity around its vast 
circuit And when we pass onward to 
the dotted millions of blazing suns, each 
with its attendant satellites, shall we 
not bend in reverent adoration before 
him who suspended these glorious, ever
burning lamps in the majestic temple 
of the universe? Let us ponder 
these things, and not gUbly read of 
them with no deeper impression than is 
made by a bird's foot on a block of 
granite. Should the awful presence of 
such a stupendous being as this be ever 
forgotten ? Natural religion answers, 
" No. What is the reply which reve
lation gives ? Thou shalt love the Lord 
ihy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind. This 
is thefirst and great commandment;— 
Walk before me ;—Ihave set the Lord 
always before me. It would be easy to 
add other passages which seem to im
ply the same duty. Let the reader do 

this for himself. To our own mind th 
first and great commandment is abun
dantly conclusive. 

The Scriptures are the court of ap
peal in every theological difficulty; 
but that vital principle need not deter 
us from inquiring what human author
ity delivers upon this question. The 
first quotation refers to the saintly 
Fletcher, and is especially valuable. 

" It was his constant endeavor to set 
the Lord before him, and to maintain 
an uninferrupted sense of his presence. 
In order to this, he was slow of speech and 
had the greatest government of his words. 
Indeed he both acted, and spoke, and 
thought, as under the eye of God. And 
thus he remained nnmoved in aU oc
currences ; at all times, and on eveiy 
occasion, possessing inward recollec
tion. Nor did I ever see him diverted 
therefrom on any occasion whatever, 
either going out or coming in, whether 
by ourselves or in company. Some
times he took his journeys alone; bnt 
above a thousand mUes I have traveled 
with him, during which neither change 
of company, nor of place, nor the vari
ety of circumstances which naturaUy 
occur in traveUng, ever seemed to 
make the least difference in his firm at
tention to the presence qf God. To 
preserve this uniform habit of soul he 
was so watehful and collected, that to 
such as were inexperienced in these 
things, it might appear Uke insensibil
ity. But no one could converse in a 
more lively and sensible manner, even 
on natural things, when he saw it was 
to the glory of God." 

" But if we could secure our tongues 
and senses,',' (we are quoting from a 
translation of the theological lectures of 
the heavenly-minded Leighton), "or 
keep safe our hearts and aU the issues 
of life, we must be frequent at prayer 
in the morning, at noon, and at night, 
or oftener through the day, and contin
ually walk as in the presence of Gad; 
always remembering that he observes 
not only our words and actions, but al
so takes notice of our most secret 
thoughts. This is the sum and sub
stance of tme piety ; for he who is al-
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ways sensible that that pure and all-
seeing eye is continually upon him, will 
never venture to sin with set purpose, 
or full sense of mind. This sense of 
the divine presence would certainly 
make our Ufe on this earth like that of 
the angels; for according to our Lord's 
expression, it is their peculiar advan
tage continually to behold the face of 
ow Father who is in heaven." 

"In order to attain these glorious 
ends, says the world-honored Wesley, 
"spare no pains to preserve always a 
deep, a continued, a lively, and a joy
ous sense of his gracious presence." 

"True religion," says Newton, the 
fiiend of Cowper, " is an habitual re
collection of God, and intention to 
serve hira." 

"Those certainly," says Dwight 
"are the only wise, the only prudent 
hnman beings who continually remem
ber this great truth; and who at all 
times, in their amnsements as well as 
in their serious business, say in then-
hearts. Thou God seest me." 

"There is nothing," writes Law in 
hia Serious Call, " that so powerfully 
governs the heart, that so strongly 
excites us to wise and reasonable 
actions, as a trne sense of God's pres
ence." 

"Best not a moment," wrote Rich
ard Watson, "without the felt presence 
of your God." And we are told of him 
in his last illness, that " he wished to 
keep his mind stayed on God every 
moment" 

" A good Christian, walking in his 
fields, sitting in his chamber, lying up
on his bed, is thinking of God," writes 
Paley; and none will charge him with 
enthusiastic notions. 

"May you enjoy the divine presence 
in private and pnbUc; and may the 
arms of your hands be made strong by 
Ae right hand, of the mighty God of 
Jacob ; which are the passionate desires 
snd prayers of j'our affectionate, dying 
brotherd, David Brainerd." 

"However," says th§ selfdenying 
Martyn, " I was enabled to tell the 
Moonshine one thing,—that my chief 
enjoyment, even now on earth, was the 

enjoyment of God's presence, and a 
growing conformity to him." 

' And the heroic Neff, in a dying let
ter to his Alpine flock, laments that he 
was often'deprived of the presence of 
God,"—a token that he felt the impor-
ance of realizing i t 

To lengthen this short chain of quo
tations would be easy, especiaUy by a 
very valuable but lengthy passage from 
the philosophic Butler; but one cau
tion is necessary,—we do not assert 
that every authority here adduced, or 
indeed that any one of them would as
sent to our position, tbat constant com
munion with God in all our walking 
moments is literaUy possible and our. 
most serious duty. The question may 
be put, Can the mipd think of two 
things at once,—of God and of some one 
of the thousand thinga which call for 
attention? To this we reply, When 
we pray should we not realize the di
vine presence, and give earnest heed 
also to the thanksgivings and petitions 
which we offer up ? Could we not con
verse with an invisible listener, and at
tend both to him and to the words we 
both uttered ? A public speaker will 
endeavor to be audible to his remotest 
hearer, and not to speak too loudly for 
his nearest; and yet, whilst attending 
to his audience, he should give firm 
and prompt heed to what he is saying. 
If in no other mode, it does then seem 
possible to realize the presence of God 
continually by holding constant com
munion with him. When conversing 
with a friend why may we not feel that 
we are speaking to God also and 
especially ? for it is this great fa'ct that 
should weigh with us. When reading 
a book why may we not feel that we 
are reading it to him ? In short why 
may not every thought which flows 
through our minds float upon a deep 

'under-current of communion with God ? 
Nothing which it is right to do is too 
trivial for us to spread sUently before 
our Maker's eye; and blessed are they 
who have ever consciously with them a 
Being of infinite goodness, wisdom, and 
power, to santify their joys and to al
leviate their sorrows. 
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HETERODOXY AND NOT OR
THODOXY RESPONSIBLE 

'FOE MR. BEECHER. 

BY E. P. M. 

The Romans used to say, "When 
falls Rome, then faUs the world;" but 
Rome fell, and the world stUl stands. 
Some weU-meaning, but superficial and 
timid Christians, seem in like manner 
to regard Mr. Beecher as the piUar of a 
standing or a falling Christianity. If 
Mr. B. indeed faUs, the sons of Belial 
wUl of course rejoice, and the sons of 
God may hang their heads in grief; but 
we believe Mr. B.'s usefulness to evan 
gelical Christianity is greatly over esti
mated by manv Christians. No one 
man has ever been indispensable to the 
success of Christianity, however holy, 
powerful and popular. Christianity has 
no such central pillar. It survived Ju
das and Julian in its infancy, and it has 
survived thousands like them since. It 
is a world-wide movement, upheld by 
the Almighty. " But in a great house 
there are not only vessels of gold and 
of sUver, but aJso of wood and of earth; 
and some to honor, and some to dishon-
or. 

Do you wondet that so many minis
ters of the gospel fall ? I wonder that 
80 few of the sixty thousand in our 
country faU each year. Consider the 
high moral standard applied to them, 
and the almost omniscienti scrutiny to 
which they are subjected, and then pro
duce sixty thousand of any other class, 
lawyers, physicians, farmers, mechanics, 
or members of any church, who can 
bear the test as well as they. I make 
no apology for apostates. Any minis
ter of the gospel proved guUty of scan
dalous sin, should be dismissed from 
the pulpit forever. 

But that the number of tbis class «is 
alarmingly great o"" tU '̂t Christianity 
must suffer greatly on their account, I 
deny. 

We should think kindly and judge 
charitably of a man who, Uke Mr. B., 
lias rendered some eminent services to 
kumanity, and who is environed by so 

great difficulties. But the cause of 
Christianity is greater and more import
ant tban the cause of any man. 

In the interests of evangelical Chris
tianity it is proper to say now, while 
his case is pending, that Mr. Beecher is 
not now and never has been a repre
sentative of orthodoxy, but that of a 
radical departure toward^ heterodoxy. 
It is therefore but just that heterodoxy 
sbould take the whole responsibility of 
this extraordinary case. 

A few outlines may suffice for con
firmation and Ulustration. 

IntelUgent and orthodox Christians 
hold that a sound and firm belief is the 
only true basis of Christian character 
and life. The world knows that he has 
habituaUy treated sound doctrine with 
Ughtness and contempt and that he has 
promoted the shallow theory of skeptics 
and sinners, that " it matters not what 
a man believes, if he is only honest ia 
i t or if his life is only right." We 
teach that faitb is tbe moral act of a 
free agent for which he is responsible; 
that honor, impartiality and candor, or 
their opposites, are concemed in gath 
ering and weighing evidences ; that it 
is as much our duty to believe what 
God says as to do what He commands; 
that God . punishes damnable heresies 
as severely as damnable sins; that the 
evil and crime of promoting fundamai-
tal moral error, is scarcely less-thai 
that of directly promoting vice «i5 
crime. 

He sweeps these views to the wi?4 
and teUs tbe world that " ChristianitT 
is a life and not a creed." 

We believe it eminently wise sd 
proper to formulate sound doctrine in 
creeds and catechisms; that it is a sus 
picious token for an intelUgent man to 
object to " a form of sound words; 
that a ship saiUng without a flag is api 
to be a pirate. He has shown a smart 
contempt for creeds and catechisms, 
and has held them up to all manner d 
ridicule—sometimes even at the ei 
pense ofthe memory of his godly f̂'̂  
er and mother. 

We are constrained by the 
ties of eternity to teach and 
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with no uncertain voice,' certain unpop
ular but vital doctrines: such as the 
depravity of man, the necessity of re
generation, the inspiration of the Bible, 
and the eternal punishment of the 
fficked. 

He is understood to donbt, deny or 
caricature some of these doctrines, to 
the exceeding delight of all loose think
ers and loose Uvers, and to flatter the 
nnregenerate with eloquent discourses 
npon " manhood and developement" 

While we seek to raise the people 
np to the gospel requirements to save 
them, he has appeared to eliminate the 
gospel and tone it down to please the 
carnal heart. In a word, we have 
struggled to counteract the prevailing 
worldly conformity, and looseness in 
thinking and living which is the great
est peril of the times; but Mr. Beech
er's teachings have almost uniformly 
tended to loosen the bonds of faith and 
morals. His influence npon the sane 
tity of the Sabbath and the sanctuary, 
fiimily authority, novel reading, etc., is 
felt from Maine to California. His 
loose and pernicious sayings have passed 
mto proverbs. Who has not heard 
these sayings ? For years, young men 
have called their loose practices, "Go
ing it Beecher." 

Bat I forbear. Intelligent and de
vont Christians have long grieved over 
these things, feared for the man, and 
solemnly wamed the people against 
this pernicious leaven. We have wit
nessed some of the fmits of his teach
ings in many more of his followers than 
Mr. TUton. When his friends have 
»dduced one of his orthodox discourses 
in evidence that he is misunderstood, 
we have replied that if he is smarter 
than other men, he should therefore be 
able to make himself the better under
stood. A man who is habitually mis
understood is unqualified to preach the 
gospel. 

Tbe fact i^ as clear as a sunbeam, 
tjiat Mr. Beecher is not a representa-
^ve of orthodox Christianity. Skep
tics of every school have praised, quo
ted and claimed him. An infidel jour-
"*! in Boston declared, three years ago. 

that he was doing more for their cause 
than any man in their ranks. 

To heterodoxy, then, belongs the 
responsibility. If he is proved inno
cent let skeptics have the benefit of a 
rare and an illustrious example of loose 
thinking and pure living. If guilty, let 
tbem accept the rebuke and not reproach 
Christianity. 

•-•-• 
GOD'S WAY. 

" In one of my prayers, before tbe 
holy sacrament, a poor man came to 
me to beg an alms. In this instant it 
was given me to understand, that if we 
were well enlightened, we should never 
imagine ourselves to be hindered by 
any person or things; because we 
should in aU things regard the order of 
God, conducting all to our advantage. 
We shall see that both inward and out
ward distractions are to be received 
with the same spirit and that the tm-
easiness these Uttle accidents give ua, 
spring purely from our want of mortifi
cation. 

" W e ought, indeed, as far as we 
can, to shun the occasions; but when 
they come, we must look upon them, as 
ordered by God, and receive and bear 
them with all sweetness, humiUty, and 
reverence; and then, though they in
terrupt us, the order of God is not in-
teiraption in ns. And this, indeed, is 
the great secret of the spiritual Ufe; 
this is paradise upon earth. 

" In truth, nothing troubles us bnt 
throngh our own fault; all the vexa
tions which we inwardly feel, or out
wardly show, when any one crosses or 
hinders us from doing any thing, flows 
from the disorder of our too much en
gaged spirit, for the removing of which, 
and keeping our hearts in peace, we 
must mark this weU: whoever hinders 
us from doing one good work, thereby 
gives us the means of practising anoth
er. A man, suppose, interrupts your 
reading and prayer; but he gives an 
occasion of exercising patience, which 
at this time wiU please God, and perfect 
you more than all those other employ-
menis." 



«8 THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN. 

EXPERIENCE. 

BY A. W. SMITH. 

In my boyhood days I knew of no 
one who had a more sacred regard for the 
vrishes, or parental authority, of beloved 
parents than I had; but, strange to say, 
whUe in company with my mother at a 
revival meeting, conducted by a Congre
gational society in Ohi», I was known to 
shout in derision—" Mother Hannum is 

.happy again I" I had never known her 
to shout aloud before, and I thought it a 
disgrace, but I derided her in despite to 
the Spirit that had touched my tender 
conscience. The next night I defiantly 
went again, but took care to take a back 
seat, for safety, but my heart was 
wounded in a sure place; and as the 
man of God pealed forth mighty words 
in the name of Jesus, with power and 
demonstration of the Spirit, I was soon 
found holding on to my seat with both 
hands and looking around to see if any 
one was taking notice of my trembling 
appearance. No sooner was there -an 
opportunity given for persons to disgrace 
themselves, by coming forward to the 
mourner's bench, than some strange im
pulse propelled me to be the first to 
arise and throw myself down at the al
tar and cry aloud for mercy, untfl peaoe 
and pardon came and set my soul free. 
I t was none other than the work of the 
Lord, for it was mighty, full, and com
plete. I then thought it no disgrace to 
praise God aloud, if my cup was run
ning over; nor have I ever changed 
my mind in this respect We went 
home, at a late hour of the night, to 
find the balance of the family all asleep; 
but I soon roused them with my ascrip 
tions of praise, and called upon my 
brothers and sisters to arise and seek 
salvatien, lest the night of death over
take tbem. Mighty conviction seized 
hold upon them, and they soon began 
to cry for mercy, nor did their cries 
cease till three of my sisters were pow
erfully converted to God, before the 
dawn of day. 

" O happy day, that flxed my choice. 
On thee, my Savioiu and my God." 

From the day of my conversion, the 
Bible became my constant companioa-
and I learned to understand and appre! 
ciate its sacred truths more and mow 
by often reading it alone, upon my 
knees and praying for understanding. 
My zeal and knowledge increased with 
my years, until arriving at manhood, 
I often thought within, what others ex
pressed, that I ought to preach the Gros
pel ; but I, Jonah Uke, refused to obey 
the caU. 

In'the year 1869 I removed witli 
my Uttle family, to the State of Mifr 
souri; but here I soon learned to sor
row as never before. First one of om 
little boys was taken from us; but he 
died very peaceful. Next foUowed Us 
sainted mother. She, too, died in the 
triumphs of a living faith. But of all 
the mysterious providences of God, the 
taking of my beloved wife from me was 
the hardest part of my life; and it was 
long before I could reconcile myself te 
my fate. I cried out 0, my God, why 
hast thou done this thing? Thou hast 
destroyed me, both body and soul! Bat 
it seemed tbat aU tbis was not enough 
to bring me down where I should be be
fore God. I soon fell from a sun-strofai 
which resulted in my partial blindnes, 
so I was not able again to write to fflj 
children or friends, or to read their let 
ters, or the Bible, as I was wont to do. 
Then foUowed the loss of my property 
—wicked men taking the advantage ot 
my blindness—until I am shorn of al
most everything, but a living faith B 
God: Now I literally realize how few-
ful a thing it is to refuse to do duty, or 
to fight against God. I come now wiik 
the remnant of my life, aud offer it 
wholly to God, without reserve, 
I should have done long yeai-s ago,) 
to my joy He accepts it; and never be
fore this cemplete surrender, did I ex 
perience tbe blessedness of a holy nrios 
with God. My wfll is lost in that/ 
the Father's. Truly, of late. He cam 
for my soul. It is fiUed with His foU
ness. O, the joy there is for the saint 
of God! 

How vastly precious immortal sows 
now appear to me, as it were, in * 
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Uaze of eternity. 0 ! the work, the 
work there is fdr Christian hands to d o ; 
and alas! how much of it goes forever 
undone. I t is now my meat and my 
drink to do my Master 's will. I t is the 
life of my soul, and the delight of my 
heart to be about my Master 's work. 
There is scarcely a day that I am not 
sent for to visit some sin-sick soul, in 
the city, to teU them of this great sal
vation. How my poor heart is made 
to rejoice when I hear the penitent cry, 
or see some wandering prodigal return
ing to the fold of God. I am Uving by 
the moment with aU on the altar of 
God, and shall be tiU I die. 

The more faithfully and zealously I 
do work for the Master, the more aotive 
the devU is in stirring up the wrath of 
cold, formal professors—who have a 
name to live, whUe they are dead—to 
renounce and persecute me. They have 
called me crazy, and cast my name out 
as an evil doer—and so they did with 
the Master; but nevertheless, I have 
the approval of my Heavenly Fatber, 
and also o? all those who are striving 
for a holy life. Glory to Godl there 
be a few who are not ashamed to own 
their Lord, though their names be cast 
out as evil. O, I am glad the day of 
the Lord is coming. I expect to meet 
Him in the air. The crown is a t the 
end of the Christian race, and I will 
soon wear it over there. 

THE OFFERING. 

"My son, give me thine heart."—Prov. xxiii 85. 

Here is my heart!—my God, I give it thee, 
1 heard thee call and say, 

"Not to the world.jny child, but nnto me ; " 
I heard, and will obey. 

Here is my love's offering to my king, 
Wbich, a glad sacrifice 1 bring— 

Here is my heart! 

Here is my heart!—surely the glf^, though 
poor. 

My God will not despise; 
Vainly and long I sought to make it pure. 

To meet thy searching eyes; 
Corrupted first in Adam's fall, 
The stains of sin poUute it all— 

My guilty heart! 

Here is my heart!—my heart so hard be 
fore. 

Now by thy grace made meet, 
Tet bruised and wearied, it can only pour 

Its anguish at thy feet; 
It groans beneath the weight of sin. 
It sighs, salvation's joy to win— 

My mourning heart 1 

Here is my heart!—In Chriat ita longings 
end. 

Near to his cross it draws; 
It says," Thou art my portion, O my friend, 

Thy blood my ransom was."" 
And in the Saviour it has found 
What blessedness and peace abound— 

My trusting heart I 

Here is my heart!—Ah! Holy Spirit, come. 
Its nature to renew. 

And consecrate it wholly as thy home, 
A temple fair and trne. 

Teach it to love and serve thee more. 
To fear thee, trust thee, and adore— 

• My cleansed heart! 

Here is my heart!—^it trembles to draw near 
The glory of thy throne; 

Give it the shining robe thy servants we-ar. 
Of righteousness thine own; 

Ita pride and folly chase away. 
And all its vanity, I pray— 

My humbled heart! 

Here is my heart!—teach it, O Lord, to cling 
In gladness unto thee ; 

And in the day of sorrow still to sing, 
' Welcome, my God's decree.' 

Believing, all its joumey through. 
That thou art wise, and just, and true— 

My waiting heart 1 

Here is my heart!—O Friend of friends, be 
near. 

To make each tempter fly. 
And when my late.'it foe I wait with fear. 

Give me the victory! 
Gladly on thy love reposing. 
Let me stay, when life is closing— 

Here is my heart." 
—Translated trom the German. 

Words easy to be understood do 
often hit the mark, when highand learn
ed ones do only pierce the air. H e 
also that speaks to the weakest, may 
make the learned understand h im;— 
when he that striveth to be high, is not 
only for the most part understood but_ 
of a sor t but also many times is ne i - ' 
ther understood by them nor by him
self.—Bunyan. 
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WISDOM IN WINNING SOULS. 

Make it an object of constant duty 
and of daily reflection and prayer, to 
leam how to deal with sinners, so as to 
promote their conversion. I t is the 
great business on earth of every Chris
tian, to save sonls. People often com
plain that they do not know how to take 
hold of this matter. Why, the reason 
is plain enough; they have never 
studied i t They never took the prop
er pains to qualify themselves for the 
work of saving souls. If people made 
it no more a matter of attention and 
thonght to qualify themselves for their 
worldly business, than they do to save 
souls, how do you think they would 
succeed ? Now, if you are thns neg
lecting the main business of life, what 
are you living for ? If you do. not make 
it a matter of study, how you may most 
successfuUy act in buUding np the 
kingdom of Christ you are acting a 
very wicked and absurd part as a 
Christian. 

Many professors of religion do more 
hurt than good, when they attempt to 
talk to impenitent sinners. They have 
80 little knowledge and skUl, and tbeir 
remarks rather divert attention than in
crease it. 

'Be careful to find the point where the 
Spirit of God is pressing a sinner, and 
press the same point in aU your re
marks. If you divert his attention 
from tbat point 70u wUl be in great 
danger of destroying his convictions. 
Take pains to learn the state of his 
mind, what he is thinking of, bow he 
feels, and what he feels most deeply 
npon, and then press that thoroughly, 
and don't divert his miud by talking 
about anything else. Do not fear to 
press that point fo'' fear of driving him 
to distraction. Some people fear to 
press a point to^ which the mind is 
tremblingly alive, lest they sbould in
jure the mind, notwithstanding the 
Spirit of God is evidently debating that 
point with the sinner. This is an at
tempt to be wiser than God. Yon 
shonld clear np the point, throw the 
ligfat of truth all around it, and bring 

the soul td yield, and then the mind is 
at rest. 
. Great evils have arisen, and many 

false hopes have been created, by not 
discriminating between an awakened and 
a convicted sinner. For the want of 
this, persons who are only awakened 
are immediately pressed to submit; 
" you must repent" " submit to God," 
when they are not in fact convinced of 
their guUt nor instructed so far as even 
to know what submissicm means. This 
is one way in which revivals have been 
greatly injured by indiscriminate ex
hortations to repent unaccompanied 
with proper instruction. 

Anxious sinners are to be regarded 
as being in a very solemn and eriiical 
state Tbey have in fî ct come to a 
turning point It is a time wben their 
destiny is likely to be settled for ever. 
The Spirit of God will not strive al
ways. Christians ought to feel deejay 
for them. In many respects theu- cir
cumstances are more solemn tban the 
judgment day. Here their destiny ia 
settled. The judgment day reveals it 
And tbe particular time wben it is dene 
is when the Spirit is striin^ng with thm. 
Christians should remember their awfU 
responsibUity at such times. The jAy-
sician, if be knows any thing of hia 
duty, sometimes feels himself under a 
very solemn responsibility. Hb pa
tient is in a critical stato, where a Uttb 
error will destroy life, and he hangs 
quivering between life and death. If 
such responsibility is felt in relation to 
the body, wbat awful responsibility 
should be felt in relation to the soul 
when it is seen to hang trembling on a 
point and its destiny is now to be de
cided. One false impression, one in
discreet remark, one sentence misun
derstood, a slight diversion of mind, 
may turn him the wrong way, and his 
soul is lost Never was an angel em
ployed in a more solemn work, thaa 
that of dealing witb sinners who are 
under conviction. How solemnly and 
carefully tben shonld Christians wali, 
how wisely and skillfully work, if they 
do not mean to be the means of damn
ing a soul I—Fmney Rfvival Works. 
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CHRIST ALL TO THE BELIEV
ER. 

All intelUgent Christians are aware, 
that without Christ—separate from 
him—the soul becomes a withered 
branch. They may know also, by ex
perience, that the union with him may 
be BO close, so true, as to free the soul 
firom conscious guUt and thus from all 
condemnation. While the soul abides 
in Cbrist it does not sin. If it takes 
itself away voluntarUy, knowingly from 
the keepiog of Christ, and establishes 
for a moment its own wilL it begins to 
sink into self and wither. The soul is 
holy, or in the right state, only when 
given to Christ and possessed by him. 

We consider the present the dawn
ing of a New Era—the coming of 
Christ to redeem his people from all 
sin. It is a commonly received opinion, 
that Christ will ultimately reign on 
earth, and subjugate aU hearts to Him
self Happy are the souls who now 
look for His appearing in the inner 
temple of the heart " Behold," says 
Christ " The fongdom of God is with
in you." Look within to find Christ 

" Verily, verily, I say unto you, ex
cept a corn of wheat fall into the 
ground and die, it abideth alone; but if 
it die, it bringeth forth much fruit." 
Self must iie. The right hand mustbe 
cat off, the right eye plucked out if it 
causeth us to sin ! When we die to all 
but Christ then He becomes the Ufe 
of the soul. 

Who will take the responsibility of 
retarding the world's conversion by re 
jecting the present office-work of the 
Holy Spirit the Comforter, to reveal 
Christ to the inward consciousness of 
the beUever? Who can say that this 
is not the sin w;hich hath no forgive
ness—the sin against the Holy Ghost? 

" By whom shall Jacob now arise ?" 
By him who points the sonl to Christ 
as a Deliverer from all sin,—as a 
present and all sufiicient Saviour. 

"Verily, verily, I say unto you," 
ays Christ " he that beUeveth on me 
hath everlasting life." It is this reli 
ance on Christ, as a present Saviour, 

which brings Ufe, liberty, and rest to 
the sonl. 
- How does the soul exercise this 

faith? In other words, what are the 
conditions of this salvation ? We an
swer consecration and faiih,—giving up 
ourselves to Christ to be His, and be
lieving on the authority of His word, 
that whUe we give ourselves to Him, 
He now accepts us, and will, and does,' 
guide us into aU ti-uth and duty,—be
lieving that we shall and do receive 
grace, according to our necessities, 
from day to day. The manna which 
fell in the wilderness is a symbol of 
this grace,—there was " an homer 
each,—he that gathered much had 
nothing over, and he that gathered 
little had no lack." Christ in the soul 
is the bread of life. 

" Have ye i-eeeived the Holy Ghost 
since ye beUeved?" Since ye believed. 
Believe first and then look for " the 
promise of the Father,"—the baptism 
of the Holy Ghost which descended on 
the early disciples, and wUl also 
descend on us in the best time and 
manner. Christ baptizeth with the 
Holy Ghost 

" Whatsoever things ye desire when 
ye pray, believe that ye receive them 
and ye shall have them." What does 
the believer desire but " the fruits of 
the Spirit which are love, joy, peace, 
long-sufiering, gentleness, goodness; 
faith ?" And may he not ask in faith, 
expecting to receive these promised 
graces of the Spirit ? What does the 
heart in nnion with Christ desire bat 
the wiU of God accomplished in his 
own soul ?—the wUl of God done on 
earth as it in heaven ? 

' 'O Lord, I kuow not what I should 
ask of Thee. Thou only knowest what 
I need, and Thou lovest me far better 
than I love myself. 0 Lord, give to 
me, thy child, what I most need, what
soever it may be. I dare not ask 
either crosses or comforts. I only pre
sent myself before Thee. I open my 
heart to Thee. Smite or heal! De
press or raise me np I I adore all Tliy 
purposes without knowing them. I am 
sUent I offer my self in sacrifice to thee." 
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SEPARATE. 

, BY FANNIE B. GRIFFIN. 

I find that if I would be a disciple of 
Christ's, I must deny myself daily; 
take up my cross and follow -Him. 
When be says, " Come out from 
among them," He means we should 
leave all worldly amusements, and only 
seek pleasnre in -the things of God. 
Then how can professors of reUgion go 
to places of amusement to enjoy tbe 
manifestations of- the devil, and then 
have the face to say that they are the 
children of the living God. What! 
Would you disobey the One you love, 
and trample His laws under your feet? 
Oh," you say, " circumstances alter 
cases." God help you to see that He 
means you, every one that nameth the 
name of Christ must come out from 
among them. You say you do not 
think it right to make a practice of go
ing to such places, and stUl say thatyou 
do not think there was any harm in 
your going, that you had a lecture, and 
everything went in perfect harmony; 
that 3̂ on felt that you could do some
body good ; they needed assistance, for 
they were hungering for tbe bread of 
life, and, needed somebody to teach 
them. 

Dear friend, they have the Bible, 
and tbey know you have disobeyed its. 
teachings in coming there. You think 
you did some good, but 1 doubt i t If 
you disobey your Father, I do not think 
He will bless your labors. If you want 
a field of labor yon can find it without 
going on the enemy's ground; if you 
join the enemy's ranks be will conquer, 
you will not.. Would you mingle with 
the proud, fashionable, ungodly world
lings, when it is His solemn command 
" Come out from among them, and be 
ye separate." Think what an example 
you are setting for the lambs ofthe 
flock; if they see you go they think 
tbey can. In following your example 
and mingling with the world's people, 
they cannot wear the pUgrim's garb. 
They must dress IDce the rest a'nd in 
80 doing they break the command, 

" Be not conformed to the world." 
They get on immodest apparel, and 
thns they are led one step at a time 
till they wake up to the awful sense 
that they have lost all the love of God 
out of tbeir souls. Looking your ex
ample bonestly in the face, can you say 
that your skirts are clear from the blood 
of souls ? The cold, formal professor, 
will say that you are no better than 
himself. You make a loud profession, 
but your life and professions are at 
variance, and thus you lose your pow
er with souls, and when you really feel 
like speaking a word for Christ you find 
that you have lost your influence, and 
it will be like " casting pearls before 
swine." You bave put yourself on a 
level witb them, and in fact you are no 
better. Do you expect to exalt Jesus 
by lowering the Bible standard ? Dear 
friend you never wUl; much better 
live so that you can say to them, 
"Follow me as I foUow Christ" and 
let your prayers be " God forbid that I 
should strive to bring sinners to Thee, 
save by tbe royal way of the cross." 
May God help you to keep the right 
light trimmed and burning. You know 
that the lightrhouse is to wam the sailor 
of the dangerous rock, and gnide hiia 
safely through rain and tempest to the 
anchoring in a peaceful part. So the 
Christian should be the light house on 
tbe shores of life's sea, to keep the poor 
eternity bound mariners off the rocks of 
SLD. Wreckers light false lights and 
do the works and bidding of the deviL 
Wien Mother Lee put out the tme 
beacon and lit the false one, the ship 
was dashed to pieces on the rocks, and 
the pUot answered to the question of 
the captain, why they had gone upon 
the rocks, " I have been following a 
false light" Dear friend some brother 
or sister is following your light and 
look to it that tbey are not following a 
false one, to be dashed to pieces on 
the cruel rocks of self-indulgence and 
worldly amusement. I implore you, as 
you value yonr soul's salvation, not to 
kindle false lights, but keep the tme 
beacon burning. The straight and 
narrow way is broad enough. Ask 
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God to keep your feet therein; ask 
Hun to keep you from longing for the 
leeks and garlicks of Egypt and to satis
fy your hunger on the grapes of Beulah. 

UNITED W I T H GOD. 

" Since the time I gave np my lib
erty to God, I was given to nnderstand 
to what a state the soul is brought 
which is capable of union with Him. I 
saw my soul reduced into a small 
point contracted and shrunk up to 
nothmg. At the same time I beheld 
myself as encompassed with whatever 
the world loves, and, as it were, a hand 
removing all this far from me, and 
plunging it into the ocean. First, I 
saw removed aU outward things, king
doms, great offices, stately buildings, 
rich and elegant furniture, gold and 
silver, recreations, pleasures ; all which 
hinder the soul in her way to God, of 
which, therefore, it is His pleasure sbe 
be divested, that she may arrive at that 
death which wUl bring her into the pos
session of real life. Secondly, all in
ward things, wbich are of a more deli
cate and precious nature, as learning, 
reason, strength of memory, and under
standing ; to which, likewise, we are in 
a manner dead, if we are aUve to God. 
And I perceived that we must come 
like infants, simple and innocent sepa
rated not only from evU, but even from 
our' ordinary manner of doing good. 
We are to undertake what things'the 
divine Providence presents to us, by 
making oiir way by God to them, rath 
er than by them to God. A truly mor
tified soul sees nothing but God: not 
so much (if I may so speak) as the 
thing she does, of which nothing stays 
ui her, whether choice, nor joy, nor sor
row, for their greatness, or for their 
littleness, for good or bad success; but 
only the good pleasure and order of 
God, which ruleth in all things, and 
which in all things contents the soul 
that adheres to Him, and not to the 
vicissitude of affairs, and is therefore 
constantly even, and always the same 
in the midst of all changes." 

GRUMBLING DISCIPLES. 

I had no small difiSculty in putting 
the above two words togeiher. Some
how they did not seem to fit each 
other. For I found in the best authori
ties, that the word disciple referred to 
those who were of a meek and quiet 
spirit lowly, contented, peaceful, etc. 
And the dictionary informed me that 
to grumble was to " murmur with dis
content to utter a low voice by way of 
complaint, to growl, to snarl!" How 
can we possibly put these two words • 
together, thought I. Do they belong to 
each other's company ? Are they on 
good terms with each other ? Strange 
drops are these to attempt to mingle in
to one. Surely tbere is quite a gap 
between those who are meek and lowly 
and uncomplaining, and those who mur
mur, and growl, and snarl I 

But I should never have thought of 
putting the words together, bad it not 
been that I had seen the things togeth
er which they would represent I 
should have been glad to have gone 
about Zion telling the towers thereof, 
and marking the bulwarks thereof, and 
considering her palaces, without being 
able'to find a solitary grumbler there. 
But in my walk about Zion, I fell.in 
with one here and another there; and 
kept on finding them scattered about 
till t was almost afraid to connt up the 
number I had seen. 

I wondered they had not done up 
their grumbling, and got tbrough with 
the whole of it before they came into 
Zion. They might as well have left 
this outside the wall, as they did leave 
a good many other things, which they 
knew they could not bring in with them. 
And the more was the wonder, inas
much as tbey could not but bave seen 
stated conspicuously upon the walls, 
that qualities were essential to aU who 
should enter into Zion. One ol these 
statements was in brilUant capitals, 
" But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentieness, good
ness, faith, meekness."—" Do all things 
without murmurings and disputings, 
that ye may be blameless and harmless, 

t i 



94 THE EARNEST CHRISTLAN. 

the sons of God without rebuke." And 
I think he must be good at escaping 
nets that could get through the follow
ing—" Whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good report; 
if there may be any virtue, if there be 
any praise, think on these things." 

But in spite of all, some of the 
above named disciples did get into 
Zion. I found them there, as I went 
round about to .tell the towers thereof 
It was very pitiful to see such rags as 
these hanging about those who were 
deemed to wear " Unen clean and 
white, which is the righteousness of the 
saints." I wondered they could bear 
to see such unlike things together. I t 
was, as if snow-white robes had been 
spattered by the mire. ' I was so sad 
at the sight th^t I took opportunity to 
chat a little with one of the grumblers 
in Zion, by way of inquiry about so re
markable a phenomenon. Each one 
had a plausible reason for wearing so 
vUe a garment with apparel otherwise 
80 neat and tidy. One murmured be 
cause he had to keep up so constant a 
fight with poverty; another complained 
because ot the sufFerings of a sickness; 
another because of so sad a bereave
ment , another because neighbors were 
more prosperous and successful in 
business than himself; another because 
scandal had been using its serpent 
tongue, and so on. There was not one 
but ceuld make some sort of a defence. 
And they could have made a pretty 
good business of it had it not been that 
Zion's walls were hung round on all 
sides with such pictures of what con 
stituted the beauty and excellence of 
Christian character, as those above de
scribed ; and had it not been there were 
such painful misgivings in tbeir own 
hearts respecting the soundness of 
their own reasoning. 

I wUl only add that pity as it cer
tainly is, that disciples did not leave aU 
their grumbling before they came ioto 
Zion; certain it is, that they will have 
to do it all before they reach the higher 
Zion above. There will be such love 
there, and such harmony of soul witb 
God and aU holy beings, such sweet 

and enrapturing music, such delightful 
employment resulting from being pre
sented faultless before tbe throne, that 
the hateful sound can never be heard 
there. 

INTIMACY W I T H GOD. 

The knowledge of God is gained as 
the knowledge of man is gained, by Uv-. 
ing much with bim. If we only come 
across a. man occasionally and in pub
lic, and see nothing of him in his pri
vate and domestic Ufe, we can not be 
said to know him. All the knowledge 
of God which many professing Chris
tians have, is derived from a formal 
salute which they make to him in their 
prayers, when they rise up in the morn
ing and lie down at night. While this 
state of things lasts, no progress would 
be made if they were to offer stated 
prayers seven times a day instead of 
twice. But try to bring God into your 
daily work; consult Him about it; of 
fer it to Him as a contribution to His 
service; ask Him to help you in it;, 
ask Him to bless i t ; do it as to the 
Lord and not to men; refer to Him all 
your temptations ; go back at once to 
His bosom; when you are conscious of 
a departure from Him, not waiting till 
night to confess i t lest meanwhile, the 
night of death overtake you, or at best 
you should lose time in your spiritual 
course. In short, walk hand in hand 
witb God through life (as a little child 
walks hand in hand with its father over 
some dangerous and thorny road) 
dreading above all things to quit his 
side, assured that as soon as you do 
so, you wUl fall into, mischief and 
trouble. Seek not so much to pray as 
to live in an atmosphere of prayer, lift
ing up yonr heart momentarily to Him 
in varied expressions of devotion, as the 
occasions of life may prompt adoring 
Him, thanking Him, resigning your wil 
to Him many times a day, and more or 
less all day; and you sbaU thus as yon 
advance in this practice, as it becomes 
more and more habitual to you, increase 
in that knowledge of God, which fully 
contents and satisfies the soul. 
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EDITOBIAL. 
F A I T H . 

It does not follow that yon are saved 
becanse yon believe that you are saved. 
Ton may be deceived. A fact has an ex
istence in itself. It does not depend npon 
oar belief. The earth moved around the 
mn just as it does now, when it was pro
nounced a heresy to believe that the earth 
moved. The decree of a church which 
elaims infallibility, did not alter the fact. 

Many appear to teach that the fa'th 
that saves, ia believing that one is already 
in a state of salvation. This is a great 
mistake. It is both anti-scriptural and ab
surd. The Scriptures represent that faith 
is the procuring cause of our salvation. 
By grace are ye saved through faith. But 
if I must believe that I am saved, in order 
to be saved, then I must believe I am saved 
before I am saved. That is, I mnst be
lieve a lie in order to be saved. There
fore, this definition of saying faith mnst 
he wrong. 

Saving faith, as we understand it, ia not 
ao much the belief of any fact, aa a belief 
in Ood Himself. It is a divine reliance 
upon the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, 
for pardon and acceptance. He that com
eth to God must believe that He is, and that 
He is a rewarder of all them that diligently 
seek Him. A man cannot come to God 
until he believes in God. He cannot stum
ble upon Him. He does not find God by 
accident. 

If a man believes that God is a rewarder 
(rf all them that diligently seek Him, then 
he cannot believe that he comes to God, 
unless he is conscioua that he diligently 
seeks Him. This impliea that one is thor
oughly in earnest. No one really believes 
that he can deceive God. He may pretend 
to, bnt in his heart he knows that God 
reads him through and through. So it is 
impossible for a man to have saving faith 
BO long as he is conscious that he is hold
ing on to sin. 

To have saving faith there must be 
heart-submission to God. His absolute 
ownership of ns must be fully acknowl
edged. All our social relations, all our 

business connections, all our worldly pros
pects, must be placed entirely at His sov
ereign disposal Hia favor must be more 
to na tban gold or silver, houses or ^ n d s , 
fame or friends. 
• Whoever thus aeeka God diligently, will 

find Him. He will manifest Himself to 
his inmost soul. There will be a sense of 
pardon, peace and purity that will over
power every other sensation. 

. -i 

PICKING OCT SPECKS. 

If linen is soiled, you do not go to work 
to pick off the specks; but you put it in 
the wash, and it comes ont clean. So if 
there is defilement upon the soul it can be. 
washed away only by the blood of JesusJ 
Nothing else cab cleanse from sin. If you 
have dispositions that are wrong, you can
not correct them by self-condemnation, or 
unaided resolutions. Ton must ask God 
to cleanse you/roTO all your idols,andfrom 
aU your filthiness. He has, on certain condi
tions, promised to do it. He always keeps 
His promises. Meet the conditions. 

I f we confess our sins. He is faithful and 
fust to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse u* 
from all unrighteousness. Act upon this 
declaration. You will find it tme. Many 
who take great pains to get right, fail and 
become discouraged, becanse their efforta 
are not wisely directed. They are picking 
out specks, wheu they should take a 
" plunge beneath the purple flood." 

So, many preachers who are good, and 
who want to do good, utterly fail, because 
they endeavor to get men right by attack
ing, va detail, every thing, small and great, 
which they think is wrong. They go to 
work with souls, as a doctor would with a 
small-pox patient, if he should make an 
application to each pimple npon the sur
face, instead of prescribing for the disease 
of which the breaking out is only one of 
the symptoms. No wonder you make such 
wretched failures. 

" The leprosy lies deep within." 
It is not a Uttle mending up that is need

ed, but a restoration to health of the entire 
system. Instead of trying to do so much 
yourself in the way of a care, get them a 
once to the Great Physician. Show t h e n 
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that tbeir case is utterly desperate, unlesa 
they obtain help from above. Hold up 
Christ. And I, i f Ibe lifted up, will draw 
aU inen unto me. But your unskillful and 
unsuccessful operations only tend to drive 
people away: While you must acknowl
edge this, do take advice and try a different 
course. Use the Gospel remedy and yon 
will be yourself astonished at your success. 

HENRY WARD BEECHER. 

For a month past the papers have been 
filled vrith the details of the Beecher-Til-
ton case. Propriety, decency, and all the 
sanctiiies of life have been trodden under 
foot, by sensation writers, in the eager de
sire to cater to the public taste. 
, If Mr. Beecher's innocence is established 
we shall greatly rejoice—but whatever the 
i^sue, we anticipate that good will result 
to the cause of vital piety. Mr. Beecher 
is one of the most gifted men of the day. 
He says a good many niost excellent things, 
and says them with unrivaled beauty and 
force. Yet, for many years, we have not 
inserted in these columns a single sayiag 
of Beecher's, because we would not appear 
to give the slighest indorsement to his 
teachings. He is the most dangerous re
ligious teacher of the day. The religion 
wliich he promotes is not the^Christianity 
of the Bible. As our correspondent, an 
able preacher of the Gospel, so clearly 
shows, Beecher is not an orthodox minister 
of Jesus Christ. 

It is to be hoped that the demonstration 
which is so painfully afibrded to Mr. Beech
er; of the effect of his teachings upon gome 
of his chosen and most trusted disciples, 
will lead him to revise hia theology, and 
return to the rigid doctrines of his puritan 
fother. Thou shalt not remove the ancient 
landmarks of thy people. But Mr. Beecher 
has done this. For years he has led the 
way in gradually removing the distinction 
between the Church and the world; and hia 
bad example has been but too eagerly fol
lowed.-

It is time to sound a halt! Corruption 
has become the order of the day. Houses 
of worship are built upon the woridly prin
ciple, the right to worship God in Sanctu-1 

aries dedicated to His service, is made a 
matter of trafSc. The rich are exalted i 
the poor are depressed. If those who dis- B 
pose of the chief seats in the synagogue 
do not " snppose that gain is godliness," 
they act very much as if they did. Where 
Mammon controls the pews, it is not long 
in demanding the control of the pulpit; and 
demoralization can but ensue. 

Por the time will come when they vnll •not 
endure sound doctrine ; but after their own 
lusts shall, they heap to themselves teachers, 
having itching ears. And they shall tum 
away their ears from the truth, and shall 
be turned unto fables. 

CAMP MEETINGS. 

A T ABINOTON, PA. , there were twenty-
seven tents. The attendance was large, 
from the surrounding country, especially 
on the Sabbath. The day was fine, and the 
woods wtre literally filled with people. 
The congregation was quiet and attentive, 
and the word preached found a lodging 
place in many hearts. A number came 
forward at nearly every invitation, and a 
some were clearly justified, and others 
sanctified. Bnt we noticed here, as we 
have in other places, a growing evil among 
the saints. Instead of praying together, 
with one accord, for those who come for
ward for prayers, they kneel down before 
them, and, in suppressed tones, keep talk
ing to them nearly all the time while the 
season of prayer lasts. The preachers are 
as bad as the people in this respect. The 
wonder ia that any body gets converted 
under snch circnmstanceB. Whatever thia 
practice arisea from, whether from a desire 
to impart instruction, which ii is thought is 
needed, or from a fear tiiat the work will 
not be thorough, it should be corrected. 
Pray till the Spirit comes like a mighty 
rushing wind, and the work will be done. 

LITERARY NOTICES. 

ANWlHiLATiosTSir.— This is a neatly 
printed pamphlet of seventy-two pages, 
written by Rev. T. S. LaDne and published 
at this office. It is clear, candid. Scriptural, 
-and to our minds, conclusive. It meets, in 
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s satisfactory manner, the strongest argu
ments put forward in support of the doc
trine. We give the contents of a few chap
ters.—Chapter 1st gives a definition of tLe 
materialistic views concerning man's sonl. 
Quotations are given from Dobney, Storrs, 
Grant, and others. . Chapter 7th, Quotes 
pasBsages of Scripture, proving that the 
BOul, or spirit, is distinct from the body in 
this life. Chapter 9th, Scripture proof of 
the conscious state of the soul, from death 
tiU the resurrection. Wherever the dead
ly doctrines of materialism have gone, and 
where have they not 1 this pamphlet should 
be circulated and read, as an antidote to 
the poison. 

Price, by mail, postage paid, 20 cents a 
copy—or $1,70 a dozen. Address yonr or
ders to Rev. B. T. Roberts, Rochester, N.Y. 

CREDITS. 

We give this month, on the first page of 
the cover, at the top, the time to which 
each of our subscribers haa paid. Please 
look at yours, and see if it is correct. If 
it is not, send us a postal card informing 
us of the time to wliich you have paid, 
and we will make the correction on the 
next number. We have lost an unusual 
number of letters this year; and as the 
letter-carrier who delivered our mail in 
tliis city, was detected stealing letters, 
this accounts for our loss. Oijserve our 
directions—send by money order on ROCH-
E8TKB, N. Y., P. O.; if you can procnre 
an Toder. If you cannot get a money or
der, send in a registered letter. If you do 
this—aud you may do it at our expense if 
you choose—we will take the-risk, and if 
the money is lost we will give you credit. 
But if you send the money in an ordinary 
letter, you must take the risk. 

If you have not paid up for this year, 
now is a good time to send on the money. 
We need it. Try and send us also one or 
more new subscribers. Make a faithful 
efiort. The agents of the devil are busy. 
Be an agent for the Lord Jesns, and help 
spread the truth. We want a large in
crease of subscribers. Help in the work. 

COBBESPQJVDEJVCE. 

FROM NEW MEXICO. 

DEAR BROTHER:—Your good monthly 

Visitor comes laden with good thinga; it 
gives me and my family great comfort to 
read Its pages. I have written to you sev
eral times, but we are in the enemy's coun
try and likely my letters hava never reached 
you. To-day we will geta new postmaster 
so I will try again. 

I want the readers of the EARNEST 
CHRISTIAN to pray for me, that I may be 
able to bring soula to the knowledge of 
Jeaus. We are doing pretty well so far. 
We have but five members, and they are 
uot exactly bnm'ng and shining lights. 
They need to bevcarried along, instead of 
helping others to the light. Our congre
gations are sometimes very good, averag
ing from 10 to 50. Our Sunday Schools, 
of wliich we have two, are doing well, and 
this part of the work needs more cultiva
tion than preaching to the old Mexicada, 
who are steeped in Romanism, and who 
are so ignorant that they do not know A 
from B, nor ten cents from ten doUars. 
There are some exceptions, as merchants 
for instance. They know that Romanism 
is false, but they gain in having the mnl
titude kept in ignorance, as they can then 
cheat as they please. They pay 50 cents 
a day for lairor,—ask 75 cents for a pound 
of coffee, for instance, and the rest of eat
ables accordingly. A neighbor of mine 
owed the justice of the peace fifty cents 
and had no money, but would pay it when
ever he coold. The justice, however, was 
not satisfied and took four goats, all the 
poor man possessed. He came to me for 
the fifty cents but I had no more than thir
ty juat then, which I gave him. He got 
the other twenty and went to pay his debt 
but that honorable justice now wanted 
$3,50, so the poor man was baffled again. 
The Justice of the Peace (he is called) got 
the man a jury and fined him ten dollars. 
What do you think of that ? This roan 
knew that he was acting against the law, 
conscience and common sense, bat what 
did he care as long as he got a few dollars. 
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The same man once stole $600,00 from the 
government and waa sent to the peniten
tiary ; but his mother got the people to pe
tition, so he was pardoned, and tben elected 
justice of tbe peace. Tbis is only an in
stance of many such, and worse. We saw 
all of thia unrighteousness go on, and to 
check it we started day schools, of which 
we have two, in two villages; and, by the 
way, have provoked another to open a 

• school, and on the Protestant principle. 
We have given him leave to have it in our 

' chapel. We have altogether now about 
thirty children under our care. May the 
Lord blesa them, and may they become 
heirs of eternal life! 

We have not been without persecution, 
but all has as yet resulted in opr favor. 
We remember the Lord is stronger than 
they all. One time they fired with revol
vers nt the church, but no one was hurt. 
1 spoke to the offenders, and so got peace. 
The priest of course uses all his infiuence 
against us. He will find it hard to kick 
•gainst the pricks. 

The climate here is beautiful; the win
ter mild, and the summer not very warm. 
-ffe need more laborers in the Lord's vine

yard. Cannot the Free Methodists send 
us some help t We want men here full of 
the Holy Ghost and of fire. It does not 
matter whetherj they are versed in Greek, 
or Hebrew, or Latin; we want the living 
languages, not the dead. There are many 
privations and self-denials, but the Lord 
will bless hia own. 

There are over 100,(M)0 people in this 
territory, and only eight Evangelical min
isters ; namely, one Episcopalian, two Pres
byterians and five Methodists. How can 
we reach a l i i Shall the blind thua be led 
by cruel, blind guides, without opposition 
from God's people ? Shall darkness still 
prevail when light might he sent broad
cast by men of wealth t Have you not got 
some among your readers who, together, 
might contribute to send a Holy-Ghost man 
or two to tUis much neglected field? It 
all belongs to God. 

Again I would remind you to remember 
US at the throne of grace. 

There is one thing we hav« not to fight 

with, and that is secret societies; except
ing the Jesuits who abound here. 

The miaaionaries' wivea are also busy 
teaching here, thua elevating the half-In
dian racea of their sex. 

REV. M . MATTHIESON, 

West Wis. M. E. Conference. 
Socorro, New Mexico, July S4th, 1874. 

SHEPARDSVILLE, MICH. 

DEAR- BROTHER.—I want to say, to the 

glory of God, that I have a complete victory 
over tobacco. I am now 32 years of a g e -
have nsed tobacco, more or less, ever since 
I can remember, until last ^uae at the 
Free Methodist Camp Meeting, at Ovid, 
Mich., I saw that the Lord positively re 
quired me to discontinue the use of tobac 
CO. I shrank from duty; but conviction 
came stronger than ever, until finally I 
yielded and gave it up, and by faith in Je
aus' blood, and earnest prayer offered by 
myself and others, the Lord gave me the 
victory over it. I hate it 1 I abhor it! I 
expect to give my testimony against the 
use of it. Glory to Jeaus for a clean heart 
and a clean month! 

I want to say, further, that religion is 
more precions to me than ever. I am fol
lowing the teaching of the Spirit, and am 
fllled with joy and peace in the Holy Ghost. 
I am passing through the fire of persecu
tion, but Jesus stands by me and Iwill 
persevere. The language of my heart is. 
Glory to God in the highest, peace on earth, 
good will to men. Yours for a pure gos
pel and a pure life. 

REV. W . N . BBIDENSTENE. 

BnoTHER ROBERTS.—I will give yoa 
ten weeks of my experience, while living 
in the family of Sister Mitchel. I came 
to this place about the middle of May, and 
the Lord came with me. I found a friend 
in sister M. that niiderstood the Lord, and 
walked with tbe Lord, and I felt drawn to 
unite my prayers with hers for the outpour
ing of God's Spirit, first upou onr own souls, 
and then upon the household, then upon 
the place. O, how the blessed Jesus heard 
prayer and answered it I Just two of us 
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would unite, in an upper room, every eve
ning, and the Lord would give us a Pente
costal feast. I never, in all my experi
ence, got BO blessed of God, so wonderfuUy 
fiUed with the Spirit. Morning and eve
ning our meeting would last until twelve 
o'clock, with only just enough of us to 
daim the promise. We reached up to God 
and received j ust what we asked for—good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together 
and running over. It is just the way our 
bleased Jesus always gives His disciples 
when they trust Him. But it did uot stop 
here. Souls were stirred to inquire after 
(led. Mrs. C. is boarding here and she 
soou began to inquire after God. She 
claimed that she waa very mucb taken up 
with the world, and it took the blood of 
Jesus to save her soul. Praise Jeana, the 
work is doue I But while I received ao 
many blessings from God, I have walked 
through three weeks of the severest trials 
of my experience. My soul was esceeding 
sorrowful. The enemy of souls so effect
ually concealed himself that I was not 
aware that it waa one of hia devicea. I 
waa in a atrange place and it would be very 
natural to think of home and friends; so 
the enemy got me to thinking I was home
sick. I really thought I waa. All manner 
of suggestions would be presented to my 
mind, and aU nianner of temptations. I 
would flee to Jesus and cry mightily unto 
Him to keep me and He did keep me, 
praise Hia name! Bnt the matter of being 
home-aick ao worked upon my mind that 
it cast me down wonderfully. What an 
enemy we have to fight! Praise Jesus, I 
am more tlian conqueror through Him that 
loved me and washed me in His precious 
blood. Jesus suffered me to go on for & 
while, to teach me where my help comes 
from, and then He delivered my soul. -Just 
as soon as sister M. began to look over the 
ground and see that the enemy was doing 
this, I began to ask God for victory. In a 
very short time I had complete victory in 
my soul, praise God forever! Home-sick
ness was all gone, and I felt so united to 
Jesus. All through the trial Jesus held 
me by^the hand and I felt that there was 
Hot so much as the smell of fire about my 

my garments. I feel like holding on to 
Qod until He comes. I give Him aU the 
glory of my salvation, and of keeping me 
so wonderfully. He vriU keep His own in 
perfect peace. I feel that the blood saves 
me now, keeps me saved. My interest is 
increasing for the work of the Lord. I 
am growing in grace, and in the knowledge 
of the truth as it ia in Jesna. Praise God 
from whom all blessings flow. 

MISS MATTY L . LAKE. 

DYING TESTIMONY. 

ANNA KEARNS.—In Hancock Co., Ind., 
on the 24th of July, 1874, died Anna Keams, 
wife of Silas Kearns, in her 76th year. 

She was a valued member of the M. E. 
Church. In early Ufe she gave herself to 
her Master, which was a great benefit, as 
ahe was left with a large family; but she 
knew where to go for help. She was often 
heard giving God the praise. Her last 
sickness was very severe ; but she irore it 
with Christian patience, exhorting those 
around hei; to live godly and meet her in 
heaven. She quietly passed away, leaving 
an evidence behind that her end was 
peace. T. S. KEARNS. 

—•-».• -

LOVE FEAST. 

ELIZABBTH W . LENOX.—I am trusting 

Jesus and he does wonderfully bless un
worthy me. I clum his precious promises. 
He says, " My sheep hear my voice and I 
know them,and they follow me."—St. John 
I . 27. I am trying to learn of Jesus, to 
know His blessed will. Jesas ia my all, a 
aufScient friend in need. He sustains me 
in the dark hours of afflictions, and bears 
me up under losses, and opens the way 
through all the crosses. Ue will not leave 
me nor forsake me if I prove faitbful.— 
Glory ! Glory!! 1 am clinging to His 
bleeding side, looking to Him who for my 
soul hath died; and because He liveth I 
shall live also. Yes, He is a dying, risen 
Saviour; seen by the eye of faith to all 
that seek his face and favor. What a glo
rious privilege to us—to all, to be saved in 
Jesus! We greatly miss, Brother John 
Potter in the church at Marshfield; but 
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we realize that our loss is his gain, and we 
sorrow not as those without hope. I saw 
him a number of times in the course of 
the last winter, at meetings. He seemed 
so very joyful and happy, and the Lord did 
bless him so wonderfully. It seemed his 
soul mounted up as on eagles' wings and 
he could almost soar away to the spirit 
land, where he has now gone to sing praiaes 
forever to God and the Lamb. Pray for 
ua, that his apiritual mantle may rest down 
upon this branch of the church, as did Eli-

i jah's upou Elisha, and may thia glorious 
work be revived in Marshfield. 

P. A. MCDONALD.—1 praise the Lord for 
a present salvation. The Lord keeps me 
continually ; aud my one desire is to know 
the will of my Father. My experience 
may differ from most people, but I find 
the way very different from the one that I 
marked out. It is one of crosses, and war, 
and scorn ; and only that Jesus is my com
panion in this way, it would be dreary in
deed. Well, I am neither tired of the 
way nor ashamed of my companion. I find 
there is a great deal of difference between 
being an enlisted soldier in the camp, go
ing through the ordinary dress-parade, and 
getting blessed, and being one of the mar
shalled three hundred that are chosen to 
go out and rout the enemies of God. But 
the sword of the Lord and of Gideon does 
strike terror to the hearts of the King's 
enemies. Glory to the Captain of my sal
vation! " A n d thou shalt call his name 
Jeans, for he shall save his people from 
their sins." This He does for me, praise 

- His name! I see the necessity of being 
true to God, and of dealing faithfully with 
souls, more clearly than ever before. 
In this day of*plastering the walls with 
the untempered mortar of naked faith, it 
behooves men of God to vigorously apply 
God's holy law, until the lime, sand, and 
water of repentance are so thoroughly mix
ed that there will be uniformity in the 
work. I mean the three ingredients of re
pentance, viz: confession, forsaking sin, 
and restitution. If these three points are 
thoroughly mixed togeiher, they produce 
a body of material that ia truly rare in thia 
day of believe, "oh yoa must believe." 

A. C. BLODGETT,—I can aay to the pil-

grima that Jesus saves me, soul and body. 
Praise His name I I am all sold out and 
packed up for glory. I feel the cleanaing 
blood applied to my heart. I love the nar
row way of the crosa, with the resolute 
few who dare to go through. I want al! 
the people of God to pray for me, 

ParibauU, Minn. 

C. B . EBET.—I wUl aing of the merries 
of the Lord forever: With my mouth will 
I make known thy faithfulness to all gen
erations. The Lord reigneth; let the peo
ple tremble: He sitteth between the cher
ubim, let the earth be moved. Oh, how it 
does pay to serve God I How many are 
the mercies and blessings He showers upon 
us; praise His name forever! He is so 
good to me. Truly," He maketh me to lie 
down in green paatares, aud leadeth me 
beside the still waters." Who, that is »t-
quainted with our God, could refrain from 
making known His faithfulness ? Oh, that 
men would hearken to the word of the 
Lord and be moved thereby; and leam the 
ways of His salvation! Then could and 
then would they praiae Bim. Amen and 
amen!. 

. WhitehaU, lU. 

MRS. HARRIET BRADFORD.—11 the chil

dren of God suffer persecution and afiic-
tion for Christ's sake, Christ also suffers 
with us. If we pierce the hearts-of the 
children of God, causing them to bleed, il 
is piercing anew our Saviour's side. Be
ware, then, lest ye crucify our dear Saviour 
afresh, and put Him to an open shame by 
your persecution of others. 

To-day I was permitted to sit under the 
droppings of the sanctuary, and enjoy 
God's blessed presence. Oh, glory be U> 
God! I was permitted to partake of the 
sweets of redeeming grace, to drink of the 
waters of eternal Jife, to eat of the ambro. 
sial fruit from life's fair tree, to plunge 
into the fonntain that never runs dry. Je
aus is our Advocate, to wash ua in His pre
cious blood. God is our refuge and strength 
—a very present help in time of trouble. 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

Erie, Monroe Co., Mich. 


