
THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN 
J^NT) a O Z . D E IST RXJI.E. 

VOL. XXI . MAKCH, 1871. No. 3. 

SEALING OK WITNESS OF THE 
SPIRIT. 

BT BEV. D. B. DOnOE. 

LET US look first at sever^ notions 
on this subject which are Wrong. 

1. It is not emotion or feeling. 
It causes feeUng. The soul is com­

monly filled -with a flood of irrepressi­
ble emotion. But this emotion results 
from the operation of the Spirit. The 
work ot the Spirit, and emotion, are 
distinct. One results from the other. 
It is illumination ot sonl and presenta­
tion of Christ to it, by the Spirit, which 
causes the emotion. Emotion not re­
sulting firom this experience is no evi­
dence of the Baptism of the Holy Ghost. 
The Witness or Sealing of the Spirit is 
not emotion. 

2. It is not imagination. 
In many persons imagination is sad­

ly disordered. As a result, we have a 
list of objects called "cables in air," 
phantoms, spectres, ghosts, and the va­
garies of Emanuel Swedenborg. In 
the Witness of the blessed Spirit, so 
far as I can leam from Lostances re­
corded in Scripture, and a great num­
ber of experiences of saints, the imagi­
nation dares not act at aU. This has 
been also my own experience. Even 
when visions or pictures of Jesus, or the 
invisible world are granted, the mind 
seems to do nothing but receive or see. 
There is no fiuming, devising, inventing. 
So far as consciousness can testify, the 
mind is passive, and the HOLT GHOST 
does aU. He presents; the soal sees. 
Imagination does nothing. Sealing or 

Witness of the Spirit is not imagina­
tion. I t is BEALITT. 

3. It is not any process of reasoning ; 
or any result of reasoning. 

Many persons can determine whether 
God has -visitod them, only by some rea­
soning process. One says : " I am a 
Christian, Christ lives in me, I possess 
the Holy Ghost, God has visited me— 
how do I know ?" The answer i s : he 
is, as a general rule, conscious of an 
intention to please God, of struggling 
against temptation, of living for God's 
glory, " i have some afSnity of soul 
for Christians, for the Bible, prayer. 
Christian ordinances, and I trust some 
love to God." He knows this state is 
a result of the influences of the Spirit, 
therefore he believes God dwells in him. 
Now aU this is very good. But it is 
not a WITNESS OF THE SPIBIT. The 
soul can only con-vince itself that Christ 
is in it by a process of reasoning. • In 
the Spirit's Sealing is no reasoning. A 
direct knowledge is poured into the soul 
that God is now -visiting *it. The soul 
is as sure that GOD is now visiting it, as 
it is sure of its ô wn existence. 

Yon may as weU try to argue it out 
of a belief of one as of the other. As 
an infant, weeping among strangers, 
knows the countenance of its mother, 
the Christian soul, when God reveals 
himself-in the fece of Jesus Christ,'re-
cognizes, knows, leaps towards, and m-
EXPBEssiBLT LOVES its dear Creator. 
Here is no reasoning. It is seeing.— 
The eyes do not see. The soul sees. 
" In that day TE SHALL KNOW that I 
am in my Father, and ye in me, and / 
in you. I will MANIFEST MTSELF TO 
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HIM." Because the soul sees, it Imows : 
not because it reasons. The witness or 
Sealing of the Spirit is not any reason­
ing or result of reasoning. I t is direct 
knowledge. 

Let us now inquire exactly what is 
meant by THE WITNESS OB SEALING OF 
THE HOLT SPIBIT. 

I suppose it is just this: SUCH AN 
ENLIGHTENMENT OF SOUL, AND EEVELA­
TION OF C H R I S T TO IT, B T THE H O L T 
GHOST, THAT THE SOUL HAS A DIRECT 
KNOWLEDGE IT IS ACCEPTED OF GOD, 
AND THAT G O D IS VISITING IT. 

AU this is e^rident from the word of 
the blessed Jesus: " I •will come to 
you. I will manifest myself to you. 
At that day ye shall know that / am in 
my Father, and ye in me, and I in you." 

He "wiU not leave us in a wicked, un-
sympathising world to battle the flesh 
and devil friendless and alone. He will 
not leave us comfortless. He will come to 
us. To oxa souls be win come. He is like 
a guide beside one deaf and blind. He 
•will not stand, so that, after aU, we shall 
not have consciousness of his presence. 
No, blessed be his name I—^WE ARE TO 
BEHOLD HIM. Our souls are to LOOK 
ON HIM. We ARE TO SEE the " KING 
IN His BEAUTT." The Holy Spirit is 
to reveal Him unto us. Jesus says to 
his belie-ving child! " I will manifest 
myself to hhn." 

But more—" Shall I not be deceived ? 
ShaU I not mistake some ebullience of 
feeling for HIM. May I not mistake 
His coining for mere animated emotion, 
and thus remain in ignorance of the 
•visitation of my Sa-viour?" No, my 
brother, sister. No. Hear Him: " A T 
THAT DAT TE SHALL KNOW that l a m in 
my Father, and ye in me, and I in you." 
O, bewildering grace! O, wondrous 
love! 

My dear reader, do you know hy ex­
perience what this means? Is your 
knowledge of Jesus in the form only of 
doctrine, notion, opinion, theory, book-
leaming, history. Do you thus only, 
know ABOUT Jesus ? Is Jesus to yon 
only a historical personage? Or, are 
TOU acquainted WITH Him ? You know 
Him personally f Do you directly and 

intimately know a manifested Saviour? 
Or is your knowledge of Christ only 
hear-say? Has the character, person, 
presence, of Jesus been so manifested 
to your soul, by the Holy Ghost, that, 
at that hour, you KNEW he was in the 
Father, yourself in him, and He in 
you? A specimen of this—One, now 
a minister of the Gospel, after months 
of agony and prayer for a manifested 
Saviour, and deliverance from sin, 
writes: " "^VMe in prayer the loveli­
ness of Christ began to da-wn on my 
soul -with inexpressible sweetness and 
mighty power. I felt the world sudden­
ly rececfing and myself carried into an 
ocean of God's love. I t seemed to me 
I was out of the body and out of this 
world. I felt myself right in the im­
mediate presence of Chnst God and 
Christ seemed blended in One. I re­
alized with the most vi-rid clearness the 
infinite loveliness, goodness, worthiness, 
sweetness, and glory of Christ. My 
soul -was ravished -with the view, and 
fiUed with uitensest love. I realized 
Christ was a Spirit, and I was vie^wing 
Him spirituaUy. At the same time 
there seemed to be a mysterieus, a mys­
tic veil, which prevented my soul from 
gazing directly upon the blessed Jesus. 
0, how my soul fluttered, and panted, 
and struggled, to break through this 
screen, which seemed so very thin and 
so very easy to be pierced. Toward 
the last part of the time my soul was 
flUed •with a mighty and sweet assurance 
of my own salvation. Nothing doubt­
fiil now. No more faint "hopes," 
trembling beliefs, hesitating tmsts, that 
I was saved. AU is now gloriotis cer­
tainty. " 

O, how this burst upon me! I had 
a distinct knowledge—a consciousness 
—^that the in^visible, mysterious power 
which was pouring truth Hke lightning 
into my mind, was the " Holy Spirit" 

President Mahan, after conversion, 
says: " I had a desire inexpressibly 
strong, to be fi^ed from aU sin in every 
form and to be entirely consecrated to 
the love and service of God in aU the 
powers and susceptibilities of my being. 
I set my heart by prayer and saipplica-
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tion to God, to find the light, after 
which I had been so long seeking." 

He sought, and—as aU do who seek 
-with the whole heart—FOUND. The 
first manifestation of Jesus to his soul, 
he describes as follows: " In a moment 
of deep and solemn meditation, the veil 
seemed to be lifted, and I had a vision 
of the infinite glory and love of Christ 
as manifested in the mysteries of re­
demption. I -win not attempt to de­
scribe the effect of that vision upon my 
mind. All that I would say is, that in 
view of it, my heart melted and flowed 
out like water. From that time I have 
desired to Imow nothing but Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified." 

But why multiply instances. This 
dear Magazine gives them in every 
number. Others of a similar natnre 
do the same. Prom near, and far, to­
day sunbeams are da-wning on the dark­
ness—The Sun of Righteousness is 
rising. Glory to God, that the doc­
trine of the Witness and Sealing of the 
Spirit is being lifted out of obscurity. 
0, Church of the Holy One I guard it 
weU. IT IS THT LIFE. BeUeve it ; 
embrace it, instruct thy ministry to 
preach it, count all things but loss for 
the exceUency of the knowledge of Je­
sus Christ thy Lord. Seek and receive 
a manifested Saviour. If we thus 
•"foUow on to KNOW the Lord; His 
going for this PBEPABED, as the morn­
ing, and He shall come uuto us as ihe 
rain, as the latter and former rain upon 
ihe earth." 

Beloved reader, whoever you are, 
my soul yearns over you as I ask this 
indispensable question : " HAVE TE RE­
CEIVED THE HOLT GHOST SINCE TE BE­
LIEVED ?" 

Does some trembling, anxious, long­
ing soul say "No . How may I re­
ceive Him?" The only answer is— 
WITH THE PBATEB OF FAITH—WITH 
OBEDIENCE TO CHBIST. 

Prayer of faith: "What things so­
ever ye desire when ye pray, BELIEVE 
THAT'YE BECEIVE THEM, and ye shall 
have them." Obedience; " H e that 
hath my commandments AND KEEPETH 
THEM, he it is that loveth me, and he 

that loveth me shall be loved of my 
Father, and I wiU love him, and WILL 
MANIFEST MTSELF TO HIM. 

Then with David you will be able to 
say: " He hath put a NEW SONG into my 
mouth even praise unto our God: MA­
NT SHALL SEE IT AND FEAR, AND SHALL 
TRUST IN THE LoBD." 

Next month, God vriUing, I -will write 
on: CONSEQUENCES OF SEALING OP THE 
SPIRIT. 

" 'Tis love I 'tis lore! tliondiedst forme; 
I bear thy whisper in my heart; 

The morning hreaks, the shadows flee; 
Pare, universal love thou art. 

My prayer hath power with God; the grace 
Unspeakable, I now receive: 

Throngh faith I see thee/a« to/ace ; 
I see Thee face to face, and Uve I 

In vain, I have not wept and strove, 
Thy HATUBE, and thy HAMB is lore. 

I know Thee, Savioar, who thon art— 
Jesns, the feeble sinner's Friend; 

Nor unit Tlwu with the ragJU depart. 
BUT STAY AND nors ME TO THB EKD." 

THE TRAVELER. 

THE life of man is often likened to a 
day's journey. He sets out from the 
cradle and travels towards the grave. 
Some have a long journey, and oliers a 
very short one. Some walk aU the day, 
and far into the evening, and are glad 
to sink to rest, as Jacob was, atter his 
weary pOgrimage, while others take bnt 
few steps before they find their end. 
By far the largest part come to the 
close of their journey before noon. 

The great concern of aU should be, 
to keep the way that -wiU lead them to 
a heavenly home. It would be a sad 
prospect for the traveler, if, at the end 
of his toilsome journey, he must find a 
noisy and wretehed home, where he 
would meet only thieves, and murder­
ers, and liars, and be shut up in the 
same apartments with them, and be con­
fined there 'without any possibility of 
escape. Yet such is the prospoct of 
every impenitent and prayerless child 
of man. Except they are converted, 
they cannot see the Idngdom of God. 
Their home wiU be one of desolation 
and misery. 
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PERFECT LOVE. 

B Y JOHN T. JAMES. 

THE first coming of the love of God 
into a poor human heart, through the Ho­
ly Ghost, is the beginning of a divine life. 
I t is like the warm sun in early spring, 
after a long and dreary winter. How 
the ice and snow begin to disappear and 
the sap commences to flow, the foun­
tains become unsealed, and vegetation 
comes forth from its grave. But spring 
is only the beginning of good things.— 
Summer is to come. And so the sun 
waxes warmer and warmer. The frost 
is taken out of the ground. The cold 
spring -winds cease to return, and the 
warm south -wind blows softly aU night. 
In the morning the earth is stiU warm. 
This is summer. Thus it is when we 
are perfected in love. There is much 
of latent hardness and prejudice and 
coldness in the heart, even after con­
version. And throngh ignorance and 
lack of Ught, this prejudice and coldness 
may unconsciously be more or less ex­
ercised. Bnt before a soul gets per­
fect love, aU these things, even in their 
tendencies and roots, must be taken out. 
Perfect love is to haye in my heart, to 
its very capacity, the love of God in its 
quality; which is pure from aU coldness, 
hardness or prejudice. I know from my 
experience that prejudice, however just it 
may seem, must be tumed out of the 
heart, in order that it may be fiUed with 
love, and kept ont in order that it may 
keep fiUed. When God came into my 
heart, he brought his fanuly -with him, of 
aU countries, classes, and colors. If I en­
tertain him, I must be on good and loving 
terms with aU whom he loves—as far as 
my feelings are concemed. As he sends 
his sunshine and rain upon aU, so must 
my heart warm aU, and my sympathy 
and pity refresh aU. This is God's per­
fection—^the only perfection of his which 
can be shared by his creatures.—Matt, 
V. 43-48. Nothing short of this can 
give rest unto the soul. God must 
come into the heart -with aU his love and 
drive out aU my selfishness—•with aU 
his warmth and melt away all my cold-

I ness. He comes, as the south wind up­
on a garden of spices; to make our 
affections and sympathy and pity and 
tenderness and tears and sighs flow out 
after others.—Can. iv. 16. 

"Love divine, aU love excelling— 
Joy of heaven to earth come down; 

Fix in ns thy hnmble dweelling; 
All thy faithful mercies erown. 

Jesns, thou art aU compassion. 
Pure, uttdounded love thon art. 

•Visit ns -with thy salvation; 
Enter every longing faeart." 

Many who long for this love "are 
straitened in their own bowels."—2 Cor.-
vi. 12. They would like to be faU pf 
divine consolations, but are very spar­
ing of consolation to others. They like 
to feel full of bread themselves, but 
have nothing more than crumbs for 
others. The only remedy for this, is, 
" Be ye also enlarged." Be large heart­
ed. Make room for aU. If you possi­
bly can, be always ready, Uke Jesus, to 
rise from the table and wash your breth­
ren's feet.—John xiii. 4, 5. K you want 
God to recompense you in filling your 
bosom -with love, you must give the 
same measure to others.—Luke vi, 38. 

I speak that I do know; I t is awful 
to be a partaker of other men's sins— 
even of such little sins as prejudice and 
coolness are generally regarded. Most 
men are willing to do as all sinners do, 
love those that love them. Most pro-' 
fessors of reUgion practice this "good 
measure," love inside the bounds of their 
own denomination. But God's love is 
of another kind. That love in a human 
heart is a reflection of the di-vine na­
ture. Even coldness or indifference con- ^ 
sciously entertained toward any church, 
or any section, or any man, for any 
cause whatever—wiU just as certainly 
sink the soul into heU, as a mUl-stone tied 
to the neck wUl sink one into the sea. 
To be like God, I must love Uke God; as 
this is the only way in which I can suc­
cessfully imitate him. 

When love is perfected, the li'ving 
God dweUs in my heart, a ceaseless foun­
tain of purity and joy and blessedness. 
O, what rest there is in God—^when Grod 
dwells in us. How much St. John talks 
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of this abiding and dwelling. How we 
see that love is the very heart of holi­
ness, of heaven—because love is God, 
"pure unbounded love." 

But why is it that so many dry up 
in their souls after having enjoyed this 
precious grace for a season ? Because 
they sought to dam up the waters of 
love in their soul—and have them all 
for selfish enjoyment. A pond or mud-
hole does not get much water, and that 
soon dries up. But a river that flows 
on through valley and meadow—water­
ing gardens and fields, and cattle, and 
grass, and flowers—how God delights 
to turn in aU the creeks and ri-vulets 
into that river, sweUing and increasing 
its volume of waters. Mountains may 
seek te check the onward flow for a whOe, 
but mountains even must give way 
before the river's increasing fiillness and 
power. Thus the Potomac broke through 
the Blue Ridge at Harper's Ferry. So 
with Perfect Love as it leaps fences, 
climbs waUs, crosses rivers, and scales 
mountains. It knows no party, obeys no 
boundary, has no home, save its source 
and resting place in God. Once proba­
bly, it was more like the timid stream, 
feeling its way along over pebbles and 
roots, touching a daisy here, and refresh­
ing a Uly there. Now it is Uke a 
mountain torrent, pouring down from a 

' glen where it has been long pent up.— 
Now it is a river mo-ving in majesty 
along, carrying the commerce of the 
land upon its bosom. Now it, spreads 
out into a bay. At last it is lost in the 
ocean. This is "the divine nature."— 
Perfect Love has no objection to water­
ing any part of the world, or to flowing 
through any section of the country, or 
to passing through any man's land. 
Yea it delights to refresh aU, and Uke 
water, is most blessed when quenching 
the thirst of others. It does not even 
stop to smell a man's breath before 
starting down his throat, to refresh his 
-ritals. 

It does not wait to ask whether it is 
to be wasted on a stomach that is being 
consumed by ardent spirits. It is free 
from all prejudice, suspicion, distrast, 
sourness, coldness, indifference. Like 

the rain, those drops that faU upon the 
poor man's pateh of ground, are just as 
sweet, and make as much taste, as 
those that fall upon the garden of a pal­
ace. Since Jesus has shown such a love 
for the poorest of men, as to die for 
them on the cross—to be consciously 
indifferent to any one, is death. 0, 
that we all would keep before our minds, 
as the greatest of all riches, more of 
that love in 1 Cor. xin. What a sweet 
place earth would be, if flUed with peo­
ple "walking in love." How blessed 
the company of the few who do travel 
that road. 

" My passions hold a pleasing reign, 
-When Zove inspires my breast. 
Love, the divinest of the train. 
The sovereign of the rest. 
This is the grace mnst live and sing, 
"When faith and hope shall cease. 
And sound from every joyful spring. 
Through all the realms of bliss. 
Sink down ye separating hills; 
Let sin and death remove; 
'Tis Love that drives my chariot wheels. 
And death must yield to love." 

PRAYER AND FAITH. 

BT JENNIE NICHOLS. 

IN the physicial world growth is a 
law of nature. So is it in the spiritual 
world. Those who make no progress in 
the Divine Ufe, should examine them­
selves closely. " For he that gathereth 
not-with me, scattereth abroad." Inthe 
" physicial world, are needed heat and 
cold, sunshine and shadow, gentie breeze, 
and stormy winds, and driving tempests. 
They are so many vivifying forces in 
the process of growth. In the moral 
and spiritual world, bounding health, 
and wasting disease, J)rosperity, and ad­
versity, joy and sorrow, are tiie mystic 
influences brought to bear upon human 
souls, by the moulding hand of Him, 
who sheeks to bring His chUdren to 
bliss and perfectness. Very frequently 
the master comes to gather Lilies from 
His field—but finds mis-shapen plants, 
of sickly growth—-without flowers or 
fruit; and then the pruning jirocess is 
necessary. He therefore cuts the plants 
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do-wn to the ground, covers them up 
from the sunshine, that they may become 
80 rooted, and developed, as one day to 
bear transplanting to fairer gardens.— 

Thus it is that human hearts shrink 
from the processes that mark the perfect 
development of the soul. God has no 
use for a dwarfed soul—no more than 
we have for a gnarled and stunted tree. 
When the soul accepts the losses and 
crosses, bereavements and suffering, as 
so much tilling ol barren soil, and prun­
ing of unhealthy, Ul-proportioned branch­
es, a new meaning is attj.ched to the 
word " trial." "That the trial of your 
faith, being much more precious than of 
gold, which perisheth, thongh it be tried 
•with fire, might be found unto praise, 
and honor, and glory, at the appearing 
of Jesus Christ" Faith is to the soul, 
what roots are to plants and trees.— 
When the roots become worm-eaten, and 
the branches are of superficial growth, 
they need cutting to save life; and pain 
and loss are to the soul, but the sprout-
ings of a harvest for eternity's gamer. 

When we hear of persons going back 
to the " beggarly elements of tihe world," 
we have an undoubted right to conclude 
that the faith which has been so easUy 
overthrown was not a living, but a dead 

faith. Prayer and faith are the life of 
religion. 'Though spiritual life may de­
pend more upon secret prayer than any 
other kind; yet it is very plain that 
many sins may be prevented by bring­
ing up our children under the direct in­
fluence of famUy prayer. For either a 
fether or mother to think of being ex­
cused when their examples are so influ­
ential in their households, is a painful 
indication, that they have no proper 
sense of their duty—or of the worth of 
souls. How can we ever expect the 
unconverted members of any famUy to 
think of praying, if they hear no ac­
knowledgments to God ; Irom professed 
Christians, and those Christians, their 
own parents. 

Were we all as perfect as the angels 
in heaven, it would be our duty to pray 
as long as we Uve in this world. Can 
any one know the worth of prayer—and 
not wish to be often at the mercy seat ? 

Sometimes pride, forbids the parents 
from observing this duty. If we are 
dependent for what we are, and for aU 
that we hope to be in the future, what 
grounds have we for pride? "Who 
maketh thee to differ from another— 
and what hast thou—that thou didst not 
receive." Pride is universaUy cherished, 
and many soft terms are given it, to 
hide its deformity. I t is, or should be 
the object of true humility, to oppose it 
in all ita forrns. -And we must become 
humble before we can pray acceptably. 
An humble Christian mother once knelt 
in prayer -with her cMldren, and a friend 
who was present, remarked, that when 
she arose, she -wist not, that "her face 
shone," Uke Moses'. Another instance 
proving the power of famUy prayer.— 
A mother had been regular in observing 
famUy prayer, and was obUged to omit 
it several nights on account of severe 
illness. When she regained her strength, 
a Uttle son of eleven years, said, " Moth­
er I don't want to go to bed tiU I hear 
you pray, I feel as if Ihad lost something." 
If a child can feel thus,. what do Chns-
tians lose, who never pray with their 
famUies. I can testify to the loss of a 
'•'•feast" from my fathers' table—^when 
occasionaUy I am compeUed through 
physicial suffering to forego the offering 
np of my accustomed evenmg prayers. 
Oh! yes, there is power in a prayer, , 
when each one of the family is rever-
entiy placed before God; and His bless­
ings and guidance invoked,—a power 
that the world cannot exercise over 
them. Go forward in the discharge of 
aU duties, "making your requests known 
unto God," absolutely sure of a gracious 
hearmg. God says, "CaU upon me— 
and I -will answer thee.' ' Draw nigh 
to God—and He -wiU draw nigh to you." 
As years are added to our Uves, let ns 
grow • old -with the "image of God 
stamped upon our foreheads." 

" "Twin not be growing old, to feel 
The spirit, like a child, led on 

By nnseen presences, that steal 
For earth, the light of Heavenly dawn. 

'Twin not be terrible to bear. 
Of inward pain the heaviest blow, 

Since thus the rock is smitten, where 
Fountains of strength perennial flow." 
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MY EXPERIENCE. 

BT H. C. M CLINTOCK. 

I N my early life, I was taught to be­
Ueve that the Methodists were a very 
bad people. Being very skeptical my­
self, I was inclined to faU in with the op-
posers ot an earnest Christianity, and 
to become a hater of the doctrine of pres­
ent salvation, as taught by the Metho­
dist Church in those days. 

Thus I gUded along for several years, 
thinkJDg I was just as good as any one 
else, and a great deal better than that 
class of people caUed Methodists. But 
the time came, when I saw I was lost 
and without any hope of being saved, 
either in this world or in the world to 
come. 

Then I became wiUing to acknowl­
edge myself a sinner in the sight of God, 
and to ask the despised Methodists to 
pray for me, in a Uttie log School House 
where God was reviving his work nnder 
the labors of Rev. N. C. Brown, a 
man who preached a present, free and 
foil salvation. I beUeve he enjoyed 
just what he preached. 

O, how humbling it was to my pride, 
to get down upon my knees at the altar; 
but when the Ught began to shine into 
my dark heart, I was -wUltng to do any 
thing, if Christ would take the burden 
away. I went to the mourner's bench 
and commenced seeking for pardon.— 
The way was dark before me, but I was 
in earnest. The second day, in the 
afternoon in prayer meeting, while I was 
testifying for Jesus, God pardoned my 
sins, and I felt that I had peace witii 
God in beUe-\dng on the Lord Jesus 
Christ 

But, like many others in this day, I 
soon made shipwreck of faith. Why ? 
Becanse I failed to comply with the 
terms laid down m the Gospel. " Come 
out from amoung them and be ye sepa­
rate." In this faUure I wandered far 
away from God, and lost aU my sympathy 
for Christ and his cause. Thus I went 
along for several years more, and some­
times the Spirit of God would strive 
with me, telhng me, "This is the way 

waUc ye in i t " But, Uke one of old, I 
would say, "Go thy way for this time, 
and in a more convenient season I will 
call for thee." 

Thus I groped my way along in dark­
ness tUl I was thirty-three years old.---
About that time, God saw fit to give 
me a Uttie of this world's goods; and 
-with my Uttie famUy I moved to this 
place and settied down in Ufe. I had 
every thing comfortable around me, yet 
I was not happy. I felt a want of some­
thing that would bring peace and joy 
and comfort to my soiU. I turned my 
eyes toward the cross of Jesus, but 0 , 
how dark the way looked. Con-viction 
took hold of me and for three months I 
was in deep distress. I would have 
been glad to have talked with some 
Christian brother or sister about the way 
of salvation, but fonnd no one that was 
interested in the welfare of .my soul. 
I was in coiripany -with our minister that 
was here at that time;—went with him 
to hun1>^-to wedding parties, to visit the 
sick and dying, and wondered why he 
did not say something to*me about re­
Ugion. 

He would come to my house, but he 
never prayed with me. He did exhort 
me several times to join the Free Ma­
sons, and told me that when I joined, he 
Would carry my name in for me. I 
have leamed why he did not talk to me 
about religion. The reason why he did 
not, is because reUgiOn is a thing un­
known in the Masonic Lodge. Winter 
came on and a protracted meeting com­
menced, and I tiionght I would test the 
matter for myself, let others do as they 
would. 

The invitation was given for any that 
wanted reUgion to come forward to the 
altar. I went and asked the brethren 
to pray for me, determined to give my­
self a living sacrifice to Christ and Ms 
cause, for time and eternity. 

That mght when I went home, the 
duty of famUy prayer was presented be­
fore me; but I refused to take up the 
cross. The next night I went back to 
meeting—went to the mourner's bench 
bnt no reUef came. I went back home, 
and just as I was going to step in at 
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the door, famUy prayer loomed up be­
fore me like a mountain. The great 
battie was to be fought-right there, and. 
Glory be to God! he helped me to gain 
the victory. I went into the house and 
told my -wife I had been seeking reUg­
ion, and could not get the blessing untU 
I had set up the f?.mUy altar. As I 
picked up the Bible and commenced to 
read, my eyes were closed, and when I 
kneeled down to try to pray, my mouth 
was closed. I t was life or death, heav­
en or heU, with me. Blessed be God ! 
for a Christian companion! Jnst then 
she opened her mouth and began to 
plead with God in my behaU. Light 
broke in and darkness gave way. 'The 
burden roUed off, and glory be to God! 
I was enabled, by the light of the Spirit, 
to see myself just as I was, and in the 
young peoples' prayer meeting three 
days aftor, God gave me the evidence 
that my sins were pardoned; and Ms 
Spirit bore witness with my spirit, teUing 
me, that I was born again, not of cor­
ruptible tilings, but of the Spirit of God, 
whereby I could cry, Abba, Father, my 
Lord and my God. 

From that time up to the present, al­
though I have met with persecutions, 
•and have been surrounded by worldly 
influence, and trials and temptations,- yet, 
I have been enabled through grace, and 
a Uving faith to -witness for Jesus at all 
times and in aU places, 

I have leamed by experience that 
aU who wUl live godly in Christ Jesus 
wUl suffer persecution. And, now my 
Christian friends, I go in for an earnest 
and thorough Christianity that saves a 
man today; and if God sends affliction, 
or adversity, or takes away our friends, 
amen, it is the wUl of the Lord. The Bi­
ble way of salvation is the only safe way: 
but how few there are that are wiUing 
to deny themselves and take up their 
cross and foUow Jesus. The Church 
is too much disposed to join hands with 
the world; and instead of the Church 
taking the lead, and being a power in^the 
hands ofGodinbringingsinnersto Christ, 
many Churches are led by the world. 
The Church and the world married to­
gether, leading off in festivals, oyster 

suppers and promenade parties for the 
gay and fasMonable!! Now these things 
are all an abomination in the sight of 
God. How my soul is stirred when I 
see the cause of God trampled upon, 
and the standard of Christ traUed in the 
dust; but the time is coming when we 
shaU be tried as with fire. 0, that God 
would give me grace and strength and 
courage, that I may be able to witness 
a good profession before tlfe world! 

"For behold, the day cometh that 
shaUburn as an oven, andaU the proud, 
ye% and aU that do wickedly, shaU be 
as stubble: and the day that cometh 
shall bum them up saitii the Lord of 
hosts that it shaU leave them neither 
root nor brancL" 

"But unto you that fear my name, 
shaU the sun of righteousness arise -with 
heaUng in his wings; and ye shaU go forth 
and grow up as calves of the staU."— 
This encourages my heart to press for­
ward. I feel the saving power of God 
aU through my soul to-day. Praise Ms 
name forever and ever! The language 
of my heart to-day is, 

"The cross of Christ TU cherish. 
Its crucifixion bear; 

An hail reproach and sorrow. 
If Jesus leads me there." 

B E A E YE ONE A N O T H E B ' S B U B D E N . — 

" Two," says Solomon, " are better than • 
one; for if one faU he can help the 
other; bnt woe unto him who is alone 
when he faUeth." The cobbler could 
not paint the picture, bnt he could teU 
Apelles that the shoe-latehet was not 
quite right, and the painter thought it 
well to take his hint Two neighbors, 
one blind, and the other lame, were 
caUed to a place at a great distance. 
What was to be done ? The blind man 
could not see, and^he lame man could 
not walk! Why the bUnd man carried 
the lame one; the former assisted by 
his legs, the other by his eyes. Say to 
no one, then, " I can do •with you;" but 
be ready to help those who ask your aid, 
and then, when it is needed, you may 
ask theirs. "Mankind isso much in­
debted to each other," says one, "that 
they owe mutual attention." 
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FOOLISHNESS OF MOSES. 

BT MES. H. A CBOUCH. 

IT was the providence of God that 
brought Moses to sustain the relation of 
Son to Pharaoh's daughter. Situated 
thus, he was brought up in all the wis­
dom of the Egyptians. Honor, wealth, 
power, and doubtiess the throne were 
laid at Ms feet. 

There is a wisdom of this world, and 
there is a wisdom of God, and both are 
cotmtei foolishness. The wisdom of the 
world is fooUshness to God, and the •wis­
dom of God is foolishness to the world. 

Moses would have been counted fool­
ish above any person Uving upon the 
earth at that time, not only by those of 
Pharaoh's household, and by the Egypt­
ians, but also by the Israelites. Had 
he asked counsel of any Uving being, 
the path they would have advised him 
to tread, would have been in direct op­
position to the one marked out for him 
by God: unless, indeed, Ms counseUors 
had been as foolish as himself "Why," 
they would have said, "Moses," it is 
ihe providence of God that has placed 
you just where you are. You have a 
great influence which you can exert over 
a mighty people. You have the treas­
ures of Egypt, wMch you can use in 
doing good. And you have power.— 
Here are your bretMen,—God's afflicted 
people, that h^ve been in bondage four 
hundred years. You are in a position 
where you can help tbem. God has 
placed you right where you are, that 
you may Uberate them. " Keep your 
influence good with Pharaoh." 

This is worldly wisdom. This is 
" using the reason that God has given 
us; " as men talk. But God does not 
propose to take the world by making 
friends -with it. 

Remember tMs, you who are praying 
for the salvation of your dear ones. 
You never wUl gain anything for your­
self or them by faUing in the minutest 
particular to follow God, for the sake of 
keeping an influence over them. Possi­
bly, you may lose aU the influence you 
have in Pharaoh's house, and, it may be, 

have to flee for your Ufe to Midian be­
fore you -wiU see God's salvation. 

But it luill come if you follow God. 
Moses' telescope of faith peered 

throngh the darkness and saw worlds of 
Ught that could not be discerned at aU 
by the natural eye. And though he did 
not expect the Egpytians to see what 
he saw, he, was surprised that God's pe­
cuUar people did not apprehend it: as 
it is written, "he supposed Ms brethren 
would have understood how that God 
by Ms hand, would deliver them; but 
they understood not."—Acts -vii 25.— 
But he could afford ta go the alone route 
and wait God's time. 

God takes Ms people out of this world, 
that is, Egypt, and that without the ex­
pectation,—Yes, more than this is tme, 
•without the possibility of their keeping 
their friendsMp and favor. And he 
leads them into the promised land, and 
gives them the cities of Canaan; but 
he does not teU them, that in order to 
take them, they must be a little conformed 
to the nations around them. 

There is death right there! Success 
Ues on the other track. 

How fooUsh, how crazy Moses was 
in pursuing the course he did! He lost 
the friendship of the Mng and his house­
hold, including, probably, that of Ms 
dear foster-mother. He lost the wealth, 
and honor, and the throne of Egypt. 
He lost all his influence over that great 
people. He lost the opportumty he 
might have had of breaking the chains 
of hundreds and thousands of God's 
afflicted and oppressed people. What 
a chance he had of " doing good," if he 
had only been wise! See him, renounc­
ing all, and refusing even to be called 
the son of Pharaoh's daughter, fleeing 
destitute and persecuted into the land 
of Midian I 

What then ? Christ cannot be kept 
in the tomb. When God moves, there 
is not mnch regard paid to king's seals. 
Right m the midst of the blackest night 
that ever caused Satan to triumph, God 
comes with noon-day.—Always. When, 
instead of the deUverance promised and 
expected, you only find more rigorous 
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bondage and harder stripes, look up.-
You are on the old track. Sing on, 

" 1 ^ way the hdv prophets wejit 
r u 00, for all He paths are peace." 

W I L L Yon? 

UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER. 

BT EEV. J. G. T E B K I L L . 

A T the Lebanon Free Methodist 
Camp-meeting of 1S65, Monday was 
a day of glorious power. During the 
prayer-meeting at the close of the after­
noon service, one of the preachers see­
ing many in the congregation who were 
under awakening, went to them, urging 
them to get down upon their Imees and 
seek Christ Many did so: among 
them a Brother Moore, at that time a 
member of the M. E. Church. He had 
been under conviction for perfect love for 
sometime. I t was getting towards eve­
ning, and it took some urging to get 
him to kneel down and pray, as he must 
go home that mght He began to pray, 
and in a little whUe was stretehed at fiiU 
length upon the ground. For two hours 
Ms distress was indescribable. The 
sweat stood m large drops npon his 
forehead, and now and then a thrill of 
agony would go through his fiume, that 
would make him writhe as though dying. 
Certain ones of more sympathy than 
judgment, of more feeling than piety, of 
more mere sentiment than experience, 
came and began to comfort him. " The 
Lord is good, He won't require im­
possibilities. He is not a hard Master. 
You need not feel so." The preacher 
told them to stand back and give the 
man a chance to get saved: that there 
was no hope—not a ray of light—^not a 
drop of mercy unless he would surren­
der to Christ. He then beg«n to ask 
him if he would lay Mmself upon the 
altar of God, to do Ms entire -wiU from 
that hour. "How can I ? " was his 
answer. "But you must" " I can­
not." "You must: God requires it.— 
He cannot let you off. You have nearly 
lost your soul by not domg i t Now ih 

the name of Christ make the surrender." 
" How can I ? " he repUed. He roUed 
upon the ground m agony, saying, " Must 
I do it ? must I do it ? " the preacher 
answermg, "Yes, you must" Again 
those comforters came and endeavored 
to qmet him; but now he saw the 
preacher was right and they were wrong. 
Frantically he motioned them away, 
and tMew Ms arms around the preacher 
as though fearfiU he would leave him. 
His strength became exhausted and he 
lay -with Ms head in the preacher's lap, 
sobbmg Uke an infant He was con­
tinuaUy urged to yield. He said, " I 
-wUl." The words had hardly escaped 
Ms lips, when the e-vidence of his ac­
ceptance came; and quicker than I can 
write it, the joy came m, and he sprang 
upon Ms feet. The one who had preached 
tliat afternoon stood before Mm: the 
saved man caught him in his arms and 
twirled him about Ms head as though 
he were a cMld. Such haUelujahs as 
made the woods to echo there, were 
scarcely ever heard. 

He was about sixty years of age; 
tall and muscular, but in broken health. 
He was what is caUed a rich man.— 
He had been a member of the chiirch 
for nearly forty years; and some 
of the time a class leader. But there 
had been one thing, he had never yield­
ed to God until now. Many times he, 
had forgotten it; and would seemingly 
get along weU. Two years before tMs, 
God had blessed him, and he had been 
trying to live for heaven. This point 
had not come before Ms mind until now. 
That was to preach the gospel. In vain 
he plead broken health—old age — 
many cares—God held him to it. None 
knew of tMs but Mmself and God. A 
few days after the surrender, he let the 
preacher that had helped him, into the 
secret 

He began to lay Mmself out for God. 
A company of poor, iUitrerate people, 
mcknamed "Choctaws," U-ving in the 
"Bottoms" near his farm, engaged his 
attention. A small society of Associa­
tion Baptists had been organized among 
them; and they were trying to get 
into the Ught. He joined them, bmlt 
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them a church and labored to elevate 
them and do ihem good. Persecution 
commenced against him. Anonymous 
letters were received, upbraiding him 
for Ms course. But he kept on; and 
soon had the joy of seemg a number of 
his cMldren converted. Two years 
after the surrender, God took Mm home. 
His obituary was pubUshed in the " Ear­
nest Christian." His was a glorious 
deathbed. He did not become a preach­
er in the accepted use of that term, but 
he had to make the surrender aU the 
same. 

Lapse of time changes not the issue 
between God and the soul. We must 
maie the UNCONDITIONAL SUBBENDEB, 
no matter what God requires. 

• • • 

POPULAR CHRISTIANITY. 

BT MISS B. A. HUMPHREY. 

I HEARD a preacher in an EvangeU­
cal, orthodox church the other day re­
mark, that " i t was rather popular now­
adays to be a Christian; rather respect­
able to be a foUower of Christ" I do 
not beUeve it. That it is rather popu­
lar to belong to a church, I do not deny, 
but it is no more popular to be a true 
foUower of Christ, now, than it was 
eighteen hundred years ago. The differ­
ence is just here: the tests of disciple-
sMp are much more easUy evaded now, 
than they were when Christ said plainly, 
" Not every one that saith unto ,me, 
Lord, Lord, shaU enter into the king­
dom of Heaven." The test now being, 
" Give aU you have to the Lord, and 
come and foUow Christ! Whereas, 
Jesu's test was, " Sell all thou hast and 
give to the poor, and come and foUow 
me." " Let us lay aside every weight, 
and the sin wMch doth so easUy beset 
ns; and let ns run with patience, the 
race wMch is set before us. 

I t is astonishing what weights and 
burdens Christians try to carry. 

We agonize, and strive, and make 
aU sorts of sacrifices in order that we 
may indulge in riotous and luxurious 
Uving, becanse our neighbors do; and 
endeavor to make some sort of a com­

promise with God and our souls, and 
we ttiinlf that we are servmg Christ.— 
Whereas, we are only worsMpmg the 
god of this world. Were we to deny 
ourselves and foUow Christ in the re­
generation, we would be impopular. 

How much do we do for conscience 
sake? Do we gather about us these 
fine and sometimes luxurious appoint­
ments, the costiy dweUings most ex-
travagantiy furnished, do we deck our­
selves in costly garments for conscience 
sake and the glory of God ? Nay, verily, 
but rather for pride's sake. Let us not 
drop that mnch abused test of disciple-
sMp. "Ye must be bom again,'" but 
let us adopt that other. " If any man 
wUl come after me, let him deny Mm­
self, ahd take up Ms cross, and foUow 
me." Yes, it is rather popular to be a 
popular Cliristian ; it is rather popular 
to belong to a modem church which 
takes upon it the name of Christ; but 
makes the word of God of none effect 
by its unwarranted interpretations. I t 
is rather popular to serve both God 
and Mammon. I t is rather popular for 
a man to gain the whole world, or as 
much of it as he possibly can, and save 
Ms soul in the bargain, God pity us, 
for we of this generation have destroyed 
the Ufe and preciousness of C Mist's 
teachings, and cast away His dear 
bought gift of eternal life. 

THE SOLID BOCK. 

M T hope is built on notliing less 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,-
Bnt wholly lean on Jesus' name: 

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

When darkness seems to veil His face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace ; 
In every high and stormy gale. 
My anchor holds within the vale: 

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand, 
ATI other ground is sinking sand. 

His oath. His covenant, and blood. 
Support me in the 'whelming flood ; 
When all around my soul gives way. 
He then is all my hope and stay: 

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand. 
All other ground is sinking sand. 
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THE L A W OP HOLINESS. 

MAX was created holy. His nature 
was aU holy. His Eden life holy. His 
representative life spotless; m thought, 
affection, -deed, holy. The image of 
God, "true holiness,"-was his momen­
tary beatitude. His entire nature 
knew no divergence—no oscOlation— 
no trembling—no motion, save in God, 
Ms center of love. 

Restoration is the fiat of God. It is 
the promise to the seed. Character as 
restored means tins application of the 
infinite amplitude of grace. The mev-
itable offering—the unavoidable infer­
ence of true faith and unbiased mteUi-
gence are one—the entire weight of 
such a manhood as that of Enoch is not 
less than tMs. Abraham is an express­
ion of holiness. Isaac is the same.— 
Jacob is also. Recovered, matured 
manhood, is a symbol—it teaches the 
foUness of remedial love—it represents 
God revealed in human powers,—HoU­
ness m bodily form. 

The Law of Holiness, and its Reason. 
We must go back into the nature of 

God, to find the deepest principles, of 
Ms government Underlying all others, 
is l ia t of Divine Holiness. When he 
was unattended by any created intelU-
gence, His nature was holy and happy; 
When, therefore, being after being came 
into existence, he could not be created 
at aU by the holy God, but on the sup­
position that he be not contrary to the 
nature wMch brought him into bemg— 
that he be holy and not unholy. TMs 
we understand to be the wiU of God, 
and tMs will is the law of the uMverse. 
Therefore, 

This Command, to be Holy, is a 
primeval one, it is Hie substance of the 
Lavj. 

The idea of Government is HoUness. 
The design of prohibitory law is to 
guard man . from those tilings, which 
when done wUl add infinite measures to 
the woes bf the lost, and which will 
make food for untold sorrow in case a 
man repents. These proMbitions are so 

. many stakes for marking out the right 
path. Less transgression is clear gain. 

The table of the moral law is divisible 
into two parts, that part wMch portrays 
duty to God, that part wMch portrays du­
ty to man. Duty is holy, whether to God, 
or to man. I t guards the rights of 
God. It guards the rights of man.— 
God is holy, and his government aims 
at holiness A U Ms laws are in substance 
holy. The proMbitions of the law of God 
are Uke the fencings of some choice spot 
against desecration. Man is the prop­
erty of God, and Ms law girds Mm round. 

The same Law is uttered m Lev. xx.7. 
'• Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be 
ye holy: for I am the Lord your God." 
TMs is the same law as that found in 
Lev. xix. 2. " Ye shaU be holy; for I 
the Lord your God am- holy." The 
prevailing ideas here put forth are origi­
nal -with God. First, that he is tiie 
fountain of authority, and as such is 
holy. Second, that His subjects in 
whose nature k w is to take effect, are 
to be holy subjects. But subjects can­
not do more than rise to the level of 
the laws, which govern them. This lev­
el is holmess of character. 

But there can not be two moral planes 
in the same code of laws; when the 
government is the same, and the 'sub­
jects are the same. Therefore, the 
moral level of both law and subjects is 
the same, tMougout the five books of 
Moses. Hence, we have in the above 
requirements of Mosaic law, what is ia 
fact the substantive trath of all that is 
taught, and of all that is intended to be 
reached, by the Divme Mmd, in every 
law. 

Besides, aU other parts of the Old 
Testament, both law and precept, Msto-' 
ry and song; speech, or prayer, or 
experience, or character, are in tiiis di­
rection. 'That is, their weight is one of 
holy character. To the careful reader, 
it is. plain, that the divine approval is 
demed to all, that does not come up to 
this ideal in government For, evidentiy, 
the purpose of government isnot reached, 
until the subject has reached the moral 
status of the law. AU moral antago­
nisms mnst be removed from the inmost 
characters of men, to be perfectiy recov­
ered subjects of the government of God. 

•!^B!!«!B!BIB«!i" 
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CitizensMp has the same ideal, as its 
basis. TMs law aims at perfect loyalty, 
in the mterior being. All contradictions, 
oppositions, contrasts, divergencies, an­
tagonisms to God are to be removed 
from the nature of man. He is to 
recogmze this m his daily life. If per­
chance he faUs below the origmal idea 
of the law of God, he is to approach 
the altar of sacrifice, and thus recognize 
it before the priest, who must do the 
same in Ms behalf before God. 

But that man in himself was a fallen 
and smful bemg, God and Ms creature 
man both knew. But this was provided 
for, in the attendant sacrifices. But 
the law could not come down from its 
lofty moral level of Mghness. Man 
must come np to this level. But he 
could not, in himself. Then God must 
provide One who could be a sufficient 
oblation for man. What could be done ? 
The Seed of God was brought into view. 
MessiaMc Sacrifice was mcorporated all 
through the system of the Law. All 
victims, wMch were brought to the altar 
of sacrifice, pointed out Jesus Christ, 
as the type of aU this ideal In Him 
tMs ideal found its explanation. Man 
could come to God, in this sacrifice, and 
be saved, and so the law be satisfied 
by a substitute, or vicarious Holmess. 
Smce his faU, m the Garden of Eden, 
no holiness was possible to man, by any 
known means. The holiness of another, 
the Jehovah Priest who was to be re­
vealed, at some future Epoch, was the 
only basis of holiness to man. • 

But the Law made no axcuses for 
man—no aUoWances—no defences— 
no lower levels of experience, of moral 
character—of deeds; it was do and be 
this, or die. Yet there was the flaming 
altar, and its victoms were upon its 
bosom, in typical solemnity. Yet, there 
was the sprinkling of blood. Yet, there 
were the ablutions of the person and 
the garments. Yet, there was the 
mysterious ark of the Covenant, with 
its Mercy Seat above and upon i t He 
must be holy in the merit of Another, 
the God-man. 

History gives a voice to the same 
peerless truth, that man must be holy. 

The perpetual effort of God and Ms 
Prophets was, to make tMs people a 
•holy People. To separate them from 
the depraved nations about them, to 
keep them from knowing their systems 
of false worship—to separate them 
from their jnanners and customs—to 
shut out their books and people—to 
keep them unto God and his truth— 
He gave them a system of Law, the 
most profound and sublime—the most 
minute and pure. He set before them 
in perpetual culture, th^ character of 
their forefathers, the Patriarchs. He 
set the most exalted measures of poetry 
to the most delightful melody. He 
caused them to go up several times a 
year, accompamed by their famiUes, to 
the great city of Jerusalem to worship. 
He gathered their princely men in coun­
cU at Jerusalem, that they might Imow 
His Law and teach it to the people. 
He directed them to perpetuaUy re­
hearse the acts of God, by which he had 
exalted Israel from bondmen to Egypt­
ian Kmgs to a nation in a land of un­
exampled fruitfuMess. They were made 
as familiar with the name and works of 
God, as with the names of theU fore­
father Abraham and Ms homes in Meso­
potamia and in Palestine. He caused 
the land to be parceled out to the 
Tribes by special allotment, and fixed 
the entailment of lands in the famUies. 
He caused one-seventh of their time to 
be set apart to holy uses, so that they 
might be famUiar with the truth, as 
taught in the Scriptures. The patriot­
ism of the Hebrew was never separated 
from piety, for the underlying principle 
was the same. Holiness. Home, coun-
tty,'government, Laws, Customs. Books, 
were all associated -with God. and His 
holy character. They were favored 
witii the constant visits of a most re­
markable class of venerable men—the 
seers, whose instructions, whose char­
acters, whose customs, whose modes of 
Ufe were primitive and simple, and 
were a perpetual reminder of their holy 
forefather Abraham—a most exemplary 
and holy succession of men—all of 
whom were known to be inspired of God. 
Thus the -vision of God was ever before 
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the eygs of the IsraeUte. But this 
was not aU. The purpose of God is 
evident throughout all parts of the Old 
Testament scriptures, to make the indi-
-ndual holy. The nation was to be 
made so, by its integers, individual men. 
TMs is true pMlosophy. The trath be­
gins at the base, and thus works up 
tMough the structure. Each stone in 
the entire work is to be he-wn separately, 
and thus made complete in itself; fiia-
ished m itself Then, each part of the 
edifice is erected of fmished material— 
and the whole is as a grand work, as 
each stone m the edifice is hewn by a 
noble plan which harmonizes the whole, 
by a law of harmony that prevails in 
the preparation of each integer, even 
in the least of all. 

This ideal, so simply grand, and so 
Uke God in His Universe, where the 
grandest plans and works proceed in 

.perpetual euphony of development, has 
elicted the admiration of the best minds 
of the race, and sealed their affections 
in ceaseless admiring devotion, TMs 
noble Temple of Truth has stood forth 
in the eyes of mankind, ever since one 
thousand years prior to the overtMow 
of Troy by the Grecian princes, and the 
songs of the blind bard of the heroic 
age of Greece. The best minds among 
manldnd have been its admirers and its 
propagators, both bj' teaching its sub­
lime truths and by sho'wing forth its 
nobility of character. That too, not 
merely as a system of political juris-
pradence; but as a corrector of the so­
cial status of mankmd, whose social 

t economy in every part of the globe has 
been so fearfuUy deranged by the •vices 
of the ages. Hereditaty Uls of aU kinds, 
wMch'have been the exciters of pMlan-
thropies and phUosophies in the ages of 
reform, are herein reduced to a simple 
classified arrangement, by laying before 
men the springs whence they proceed. 
If therefore, the heart can be purified, 
if the wiU can be fixed to God in its 
aUegiance—^if the inteUect can be in­
troduced into a cloudless and mistless 
zone where Ged is truly revealed to 
man's eyes—if the beautiful body can 
be employed in His service, who made 

man, and is hence his only lâ wfol pro­
prietor, the work is done—forever and 
perfectly done. AU trae Cosmic Theo­
ries become one. All -views of the 
world are reduced to two—men saved 
in holmess derived vicariously of God 
in Christ—and men not thus saved. 
Those are the righteous, these are fhe 
wicked. 

CONSECRATION. 

THE temporal blessings we enjoy, 
come from God: life, health, food, 
friends, aU are from Him. These we re­
ceive daily, yea, hourly. This constant 
care for us, on the part of Hun who 
never slumbers, brings us under a load 
of obUgation to love and serve the Giver 
of every " good and perfect gift." This 
being true, how reasonable that we pre­
sent our bodies, yea, our aU, to God. 
What have we, that we did not receive 
from Him, and what, that we ought not 
to dedicate to His service? We pro­
fess to be followers of Christ, and be­
hove we ought to consecrate all, to 
glorify His name; yet, how do our faitii 
and works agree ? Are they not often 
antagonistic ? Do we not say our" faith 
is, that we should give up all ? but how 
often do we keep all—soul, body, time, 
possessions, for the sake of gratifying 
our selflsh purposes ? StiU, we lament 
our leanness and hold fast the cause; ' 
knowing our duty, we faU to do i t— 
Can God bless us ? A merchant wUl 
not freight a vessel -with precious wares, 
whfen he knows the vessel to be under 
the control of a set of drunken men, 
who -wUl -wreck her on the first reef 
And wUl God act less wisely? WiU 
He freight a soul with grace, wMle under 
the control of a stubborn wUl and im­
proper affection ? 

Would you be blessed, my brother ? 
Then ' bring your offering—your aU— 
and consecrate it to God. Place all 
under His control, then He can freight 
your soul with Heaven's choicest treas­
ures, and safely pUot it over life's stonny 
sea, to the haven of eternal rest 

IN God's hands no instrument is weak. 
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ENTIRE SANCTIFIB-TION '1^1 
PLAINLT TAUGHT BT STANDARD 

AUTHORITIES. 

THE early conferences in England re­
peatedly and thorougMy examined, and 
unamimously endorsed tMs doctrine, as 
shown in Wesley's account of them, 
vol. VI. pp 496, and "Plain Account," 
pp 4S-56; and after citing the questions 
and answers relative to it, he says: 

"From these extracts, it undemably 
appears not only what was mine and my 
brother's judgment, but what was the 
judgment of aU the preachers in con­
nection with us m the years 1744—45, 
46, and 47. Nor do I remember that, 
in any one of these conferences, we had 
one dissenting vote; but whatever doubts 
any one bad when we met, they were 
aU removed before we parted." 

Many years after the date of these 
conferences, and after long experience 
and much careful study of this subject, 
and observation and careful examina­
tion of the experiences and Uves of those 
professmg to enjoy the blessing, he pre­
pared the "Plain Account," wMch is a 
review of aU tiieir previous •writings 
upon the subject, to disprove the charge 
that he was introducing " new doctrine;" 
and hence it appears that tins charge of 
"new doctrine" is now a new charge; 
but in this, history is simply repeating 
itself. 

After quoting numerous extracts from 
Ms pre^vious writings, he says, "i)an 
anything be more clear than, (1). That 
here also is as fnU and Mgh a salvation 
as we have ever spoken of? (2.) That 
this is spoken of as receivable by mere 
faith, and is hindered only by unbeUef? 
(3.) That this faith, and consequentiy 
the salvation wMch it brings, is spoken 
of as given in an instant? (4.) That 
it is supposed that moment may be now; 
that we need not stay another moment; 
that now the very now is the accepted 
time, now is the day of tins fiiU sal'S'a-
tion? And if any speak otherwise he 
is the person that brings new doctrine 
among us." 

Again he says, " I have been the 

more large in these extracts because 
hence it appears beyond aU possibility 
of exception, that to this day both my 
brother and I maintained, (1.) That 
Christian perfection is that love of God 
and our neighbor wMch impUes deUver­
ance from aU sio. (2.) That it is given 
mstantaneously—in one moment. (3.) 
That we are to expect it, not at death, 
but every moment; that now is the 
accepted time, now is the day of this 
salvation."—Plam'acc't, pp. 39, 40, 61. 

This subject, next to conversion, with 
him, was emphaticaUy "the central 
idea." The fact that only two of his 
pubUshed sermons are expressly upon 
tMs subject, is not proof as some have 
supposed, that he but rarely preached 
or wrote upon it, for it is found m many 
other sermons and writings, especiaUy 
in his journals and pubUshed letters, in 
accounts of .the experience of those hav­
ing obtained the great blessmg, or in 
directions and encouragements to the 
seekers and professors of i t It is evi­
dent moreover, that he appomted spe­
cial meetings and attended them Mmself, 
for the promotion of this entire holmess. 
And that he frequentiy preached expUc-
itiy upon this subject, appears by the 
entry in Ms journal Dec. 29 1766. 

" At five in the mommg I again com­
menced a course of sermons on Chris­
tian Perfection." Notice his words— 
" again commenced a course of sermons," 
&c., showing that he had previously 
preached by " course " upon this subject 
His writings contain clear statements of 
its nature, scripture proofs, answers to 
objections, expostulations with opposers, 
and urgent directions to preach it ex-
pUcitiy and often. 

T H E EXCELLENT FLETCHER, 

remarkable both for eminent piety and 
brilliancy of inteUect, has written upon 
tMs subject with his usual clearness and 
force, as sho-wn, in a very smaU degree, 
by the foUowing brief extracts, wMch 
are a very smaU part of Ms exceUent 
-writtings upon tMs subject 

He says, " For where is the absurdity 
of this doctrine ? If the light of a can­
dle, brought into a dark room, can in? 
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stantly expel the darkness; and if upon 
opening your shutters at noon yonr 
gloomy apartment can instantaneously 
be fiUed -with meridian light, why might 
not the instantaneous rendmg of the 
veU of unbelief, or the sudden and fuU 
opening of the eye of your faith, mstan­
taneously fill your soul with the light of 
truth and the fire of love? . . . May 
not the Sanctifier descend upon your 
waiting soul as qmckly as the spirit de­
scended upon our Lord at his baptism ? 
Does it not foUow that to deny the 
possibility of the instantaneous destruc­
tion of sin, is to deny, contiary to Scrip­
ture and matter of fact, that we can 
make an instantaneous act of faith in 
the sanctifying promise of the Father, 
and in the aU cleansing blood of the 
Son. . . . Hence it follows that the 
most e^vungeUcal method of foUowmg 
after the perfection to which we are im­
mediately caUed, is that of seeking 
it now."—Small work, pp. 40, 41, 43, 
and 49. 

RicHAEn W A T S O N , 

the thorough theologian, whose " Insti­
tutes " are the standard te.xt books for 
all the ministers, says: " W e have 
afready spoken of justification, adoption, 
regeneration, and tiie witness of the Ho­
ly Spirit, and we proceed to another 
as distinctly marked and as graciously 
promised in the Holy Scriptures; this is 
the entire sanctiflcation, or perfected ho­
liness of beUevers ; and as tMs doctrine, 
in some of its respects, has been the 
subject of controversy, the scriptural 
evidence of it must be appealed to and 

' examined. Happily for us, a subject 
of so great importance is not involved 
in obscurity. . . . That a distinction ex­
ists between a regenerate state and a 
state of entire and perfect hoUness wUl 
be generally allowed." And after quo­
ting 1 Thes. V. 24, and 2 Cor. vii. 1, he 
says, " These Scriptures go to the extent 
of the entire sanctification of the soul 

, and spirit as weU as of the flesh and 
body from aU sm."—Institutes, part 2, 
chap. 29. He then presents scriptures 
to prove that it is obtainable in tins Ufe, 
and vety clearly answers the objections 

to it, showhig that they rest'mainly upon 
"the pagaiiijhilosophy, which attributes 
aU evU to matter; the Bible doctrine 
on the contrary is, that the seat of sin 
is m thesoul." His writings showman-
ifestiy that there was not the slightest 
doubt in his mmd upon this great sub­
ject, nor hesitancy m teaching it in 
most emphatic terms. Note particularly 
Ms words—it is as " distinctly marked 
and as graciously promised in the Holy 
Scriptures " as regeneration—--not in­
volved in obscurity "—a " distinction 
exists,'' &c. This clear, positive, out­
spoken tone upon tMs subject is very 
noticeable in the writings of all the 
fethers, another Ulustration of which is 
found in the language of 

D B . ADAM CLARKE, 

who in commenting upon 1 John i. 9, 
says: " A s aU unrighteousness is sin, 
so he that is cleansed from all unright­
eousness is cleansed from aU sin. To 
attempt to evade tMs and plead for the 
continuance of sin in the heart through 
life, is ungrateful, wicked and even blas­
phemous ; for as he who says he has 
not sinned, makes God a liar, who has 
declared the contrary tMough every 
part of the .revelation; so he that siys 
the blood of Christ either can not or 
ŵ iU not cleanse us from all sm, in tMs 
Ufe, gives also the lie to his Maker, who 
has declared the contrarj-. . . . Reader, , 
it is the birthright of evety cMld of God, 
to be cleansed from all sin. . . . AU 
tMngs are possible to him that beUeveth, 
because all tMngs are possible to the in-
fimtely, meritorious blood and energetic 
spirit of the Lord .Jesus." 

In regard to the Hymn Book. I need 
not write, as it is the famiUar companion 
of every member of the Church, and 
speaks for itself, breathing forth in al 
most evety hymn, this doctrine of pu­
rity, perfect love and fnU salvation. 

The foregoing review, though neces­
sarUy very brief, is nevertheless abun­
dantly sufficient to show, 

1st. That entire sanctification, re­
ceivable m this life, instantaneously by 
faith, is emphatically the doctrine of the 
Methodist Church, taught by the stand-
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ards—conferences, cateclism, Hymn 
Book and the DiscipUne itself; and 
hence; 

2d. Every Methodist has the " bfrth-
right" to beUeve in the doctrine—pro­
fess to enjoy the blessing; teach it, 
and evety minister to preach it, free 
from the oft repeated charge of " mtro-
ducing new doctrine." 

And those members or ministers who 
oppose or discourage tMs work by such 
a charge or otherwise, directiy or indi-
rectiy, are acting inconsistentiy with 
thefr chnrch relations and solemn obU­
gations voluntarily assumed; and are 
Sins unreasonably, to say the safest 
thing of it, wounding their own brethren 
and sisters "in the house of thefr 
friends," and assuming the fearfiil re-
sponsibiUty of starming in the way of 
the cause of Christ --It wfll not do to say 
in reply, that we have the right to our 
own opinions. Of course we have on 
aU other doctrines as weU as tins. I 
have the right, or, rather the Uberty, to 
beUeve and teach what I please—to be' 
a Unitarian or a UmversiiUst; but cer­
tainly I may not, as a consistent man, 
he either, and at the same time a mem­
ber, much less a minister of the Meth­
odist Church. 

The time wUl come, and present indi­
cations show that it may not be very 
fer off, when the members of the Meth­
odist Church wUl wake up to, and claim 
the Mgh and glorious privileges, and 
gently, bnt firmly insist upon thefr rights, 
purchased by the Bedeemer, and cleariy 
taught in Ms Word, and the doctrines of 
their own Church.— W. Burr is.. 

.-#:-« 

BLIGHTED HOPES. 

L I F E for me hath bitter ang^ah . 
Every earthly joy has fled. 

Lonely doth my spirit languish. 
Many that I love are dead. 

One sweet hope survived my sadness. 
But even this hath faded fast— 

Thia which was a spring of gladness 
Dies -within my sotil at last. 

Now instead of peace and pleasure. 
Sorrow only, comes to -riew. 

Grief profound, and withont measure, 
pu i s my being, through and through. 

Once my happy spirit bounded 
In a presence good and pure. 

With its influence surrounded, 
I could earthly ills endure. 

Ah! how vain the hopes I cherish'd— 
Hopes, in one short hour destroy'd; 

Why should they so soon have periah'd 
Leaving but a cheerless void ? 

Where but yesterday, were dwelling. 
Thoughts of happiness to come. 

Now exists but sad rebelling 
In a heart -with sorrow dumb. 

Now the world ia dark and chilling. 
All its beauty disappears. 

Grief aets in my heart unwilling 
To relieve itself in tears. 

Like a funeral pall, there lieth 
On my mind a settled gloom, 

'TiU my heart impatient crieth 
For the quiet of the tomb. 

Pity—^hast thou fled forever? 
Hast thou left the human breast ? 

Wilt thon shed thy blessing never 
More, upon a heart oppress'd ? 

Love—thou pure and holy essence. 
Art thou too, forever gone ? 

Come and let me feel thy presence. 
Come and bless the lonely one! 

Love and pity will not hear me. 
They are deaf to my appeal; 

Earth, 0 earth! wilt thou not cheer me? 
Is thy heart a heart of steel ? 

Where are now thy many treasures. 
Falsely promised in the past ? 

All along thy path of pleasures, 
I behold a dreary -waste. 

Christ of God! and Son of Mary, 
Turn I now at last to thee; 

Jesus I am weak and weary. 
Come dear Lord and strengthen m e ; 

Take me to thy gracious favor. 
Thou alone my comfort a r t ; 

O my sympathiiring Saviour, 
Thon canst heal my wounded heart t 

P K A I S E H u n for H i s l ove ; 
is love." 

for "God 
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CONSIDER. 

BY GEO. G. JAYNE. 

Now, therefore,' thus saith the Lord 
of Hosts, consider your ways.—Haggai 
i. 5. Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, 
consider your ways.—i. 7. And now I 
pray you consider.—i. 15. Now, con­
sider this, ye that forget God, lest I 
tear you in pieces, and there be none 
to deUver.—^Ps. 1. 21. Know, there­
fore, this cby, and consider it in thme 
heart, that the Lord, he is God, in heav­
en, and upon the earth; there is none 
else. Thou shalt keep therefore His 
statutes, and His commandments that 
it may go weU with thee.—Deut iv. 39. 
O, that they were wise, that they would 
consider thefr latter end.—Deut xxxii. 
29. Now, therefore, consider what ye 
have to do-—Jud. x-viii. 14. 

Pew people give that attention to 
eternal things which they should. Mat­
ter clings to matter, clay to clay, world­
lings to the world, therefore if we are 
worldly our souls do not reach God or 
heaven- If there is more flesh than 
spirit in us, how can we be spiritual ? 
W e must then, of necessity, foUow af­
ter the flesh, and not after the Spirit 
W e cannot serve God and mammon. 
How important, then, that we wean our 
affections from the world, and set them 
upon heaven. Let us consider that the 
world and the flesh are our enemies, 
leagued with the devil to destroy us. 
Are we apt to clmg to those who hate 
us? to cherish the one who plots our 
ruin ? Are we to be charmed by the' 
serpent who waits Ms opportimity to 
impregnate us •with Ms poison ? ShaU 
we hug the thmgs that deceive us ? 
ShaU pride, form, ceremony, fashion, 
amusement, selfishness, bigotry, and 
covetousness, m thefr gUttering apparel, 
drag us to the bottomless pit, under the 
delusion that they are exalting us, 
when instead, they are abasing us ? 
Ye immortal souls, say no. Ye eternal 
spirits whose prerogative it is to escape 
the powers of heU, to soar •with the 
highest and to shme with the brightest 
archangels m heaven, say no. Ye re­

deemed so^#of glory, who may be 
kings and priests unto God; ye ran­
somed souls who are to live when aU 
else have passed away, who are more 
than kmgs and prmces, tMones and do­
minions ; ye precious souls who may Uve 
forever amid the scenes of eternal day, 
say no. Brethren ofthe Church of God, 
shall we disrobe ourselves of the mantie 
of sin, of ungodliness, of worldly ambi­
tion, and cling to the cross of Christ, 
and glory only in it? ShaU we keep 
with c^re the great charge we have? 
ShaU we let God save us to the utter­
most ? ShaU we shun aU appearance of 
e-vU, and gam a heaven of bliss ? Say 
Yes, yes. Consider, that souls are 
perishing aU around us. Our neighbors 
are on the road to hell. Are we lend­
ing a hand to help them ? Are we do­
ing what we can to save them ? Does 
our light shine -on them, and do they 
feel our holy influence ? We want more 
Uve Christians in our ranks, men and 
women of God who can bring fire from 
heaven, who by prayer can shake the 
sandy foundation of sinners, who by 
faith can bring do-wn con^vdcting, sa-ving 
and sanctifying power, who can make 
the ungodly tremble, who by holy Uv­
ing can shame the sinner of Ms ways. 
Men and women who wUl abound m 
good works, and make the saving of 
souls the absorbing thought of thefr 
Uves. The banner of Jesus has been 
raised. Ye soldiers of the cross, come 
forth. Sinner,—consider your ways: 
saith the Lord. Do you ever stop to 
tMnk? If you did, you would not dare 
to take another step m the path you 
have chosen. Your way leads to sor­
row, death and heU, banishment from 
God and good. '"The snares of the 
sinner are the work of Ms own hand." 
The path you have chosen will lead you 
into the trap of the enemy until you 
•wfll become his prisoner. 0 flee these 
things, and Life, Everlasting Life shaU 
be yours. 

A good business man -wiU always 
consider what is best in trying to pro­
mote his busmess. He often asks what 
can I do to increase my trade, to ex­
tend my business. What system shaU 
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I adopt that wUl secure the confidence 
of the people ? Having settied in his 
mmd what wUl be most advantageous 
to him, he employs those means, watehes 
aU Ms interests, and success cro^wns his 
efforts. FeUow traveler, ask yourself; 
"What shaU I do to be saved." How 
shall I escape death and gain Ufe ?— 
What is to be done that my soul may 
prosper, and that I may get to heaven? 
Decide what wiU be to your mterest, 
and act in time—now, and you will 
succeed. I pray you CONSIDER. 

»-•-< 
PEACE. 

BY EEV. G. W. M A B C E L L U S . 

PEACE in its general signification 
means to be in a state of qmet or tran-
quUity : it is to be free from intemal or 
external agitation. This appUes to in-
di^viduals, societies and nations ; as ap­
pUed to individuals it is to be free from 
internal disturbance or agitation caused 
by the passions, as fear, terror, anger, 
anxiety and the Uke. It is to possess a 
quiet conscience. " Ha^ving a conscience 
void of offence towards God and man." 
" Great peace have they who love thy 
law; and nothing shall offend them." 

This state cannot exist m the carnal 
heart; for they that " walk after the 
flesh are condemned.—Bom. viii. 1.— 
But they who "walk after the Spfrit" 
"are m CMist Jesus," and "have 
peace with God." . . His soul is there­
fore at ease.—Psa. xxv. 13, is possessed 
of comfort and real satisfaction. There 
can be no real peace without active faith 
in the efficacy of Jesus' blood. There 
can be no faith unless the mmd is stayed 
on God. "Thou wilt keep Mm m per­
fect peace, whose mind is stayed on 
thee; because he trusteth in thee."— 
Isa. xxvi. 3. 

Where the peace of God is enjoyed, 
there wUl be works of righteousness. 
"The work of righteousness shall be 
peace; and the effects of the work of 
righteousness shall be quietness and as­
surance forever."—Isa. xxxu. 17. To 
enjoy the peace of God is therefore to 
work works of rishteousness; these can 

notbe separated no more than "faith 
and works." The peace of God prompts 
one to do good both to the souls and 
bodies of the chUdren of men. Peace 
•without compassion, or bowels of mer­
cy, -without the spfrit of hospitality or 
benevolence, is Uke faith without works, 
—dead. He who exercises himself in 
works of righteousness to that degree 
that it exceeds the righteousness of the 
Scribes, and Pharisees knows foU weU 
the import of the words of the Master. 
" Peace I leave -with you, my peace I 
give unto you : not as the world ^veth, 
give I unto you." 

The peace of God is an active ele­
ment in the Idngdom of grace. I t i s . 
the " weU of water springing up" in 
the soul "unto etemal life." The 
command ig: Let your light shine be­
fore men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is 
in heaven. But " Herein is my Father 
glorified" says Jesns," that ye bear 
much frmt; so shaU ye be my disci­
ples." Mark the words, " much frmt," 
not a Uttie, but "much fruit" The 
phrases, Let your light so shine, and 
the bearing " mnch fruit" are substan­
tiaUy one and the same. Grace un­
occupied is not grace. Therefore he 
who uses the peace, power, or grace 
and ability given him, wiU, as he works 
out by works of righteousness, what 
God works m, add peace to peace, or 
"grace upon grace." His righteous­
ness •wUl be Uke the waves of the sea. 

Dear readers, have you that " great 
peace," and does nothing offend you? 
Even that peace of God, which passeth 
aU understanding ? And does it keep 
your hearts and minds through CMist 
Jesus? Remember if you have this 
peace you will also have "joy m the 
Holy Ghost;" joy wrought in the heart 
by the ever blessed Spirit of God.. 

. *-*-* 
I WILL never publish to the world 

by gomg to the theatre, that I thmk 
Jesus Christ is a bad master, and re­
ligion an unsatisfying portion, which 
I should do if I went to the devil's 
ground m quest of happiness.—Dr. 
Rush. 
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THE JOURNEY TO MY FIRST 
CIRCUIT. 

BY BEV. J. B. DENNIS. 

JuLT 5, 1842.—With my saddle­
bags on my arm, a small apple switeh 
m my hand, I shook hands -with wife 
and chUdren, and many friends m Ross 
county, OMo. I mounted my horse and 
rode off with Mgh hopes, but a hea-yy 
heart. As I would think of dear ones left 
behind, "The tear would unbidden flow." 

I would then cheer up, sing a hymn, 
ejaculate a prayer, and plod along.— 
Nothing short of the grace of God, and 
consciousness of duty could have ena­
bled me to have continued my journey. 
A few weeks visiting my good and dear 
friends on the Wabash river, Indiana, 
and I was off for the lUmois Confer­
ence, that convened that year m Win­
chester, Scott county, lUmois. 

The session was a protracted one, 
presided over by that faitiifiil man of 
God, Bishop Roberts. WTien the ap­
pointments were read off, I Ustened 
-with anxiety as to where my lot should 
fall, but to my astonishment, and great 
disappomtment, I was transferred to the 
Arkansas Conference. 

My expectations were so Mgh, and 
my disappointment was so great, that 
in a few hours I was taken with a severe 
fever, and for some weeks there was 
but little hopes of life. 

My wife and- cMldren came durmg 
my sickness. The 24th of October I 
left my mother's honse, in VermiUion 
county, Indiana. In those days we had 
no railroads, hence we moved slowly 
along. After more than a week, Saint 
Louis, Missouri, was reached. And for 
the first time the writer was permitted 
to look at the magnificent Mississippi. 
Neither myself nor my -wife had ever 
been permitted to travel on a steamer. 
On the 3d of November we left Saint 
Louis, on the steamer Caledoma, and 
were two long weeks before we reached 
Helena, Arkansas. 

Such a trip as was that! We were 
often on sand-bars, and often laid up for 
repairs; sometimes in the middle of the 

stream ; many times agamst the shore. 
We had a crowd of passengers, and of 
hogs, sheep, cattie and horses, there 
was almost no end. A wicked crew, 
swearmg officers, and dissatisfied pas­
sengers, rendered the trip anythmg but 
pleasant. FmaUy, a short time previ­
ous to the close of the Conference, we 
fonnd ourselves in that Uttle, miserable, 
dUapidated, muddy place caUed Helena. 
Soon it was announced that my poor 
name was opposite Salina Cfrcuit, of 
the Arkansas Conference. 

Another trip on a steamer, and many 
mUes m the mterior of Arkansas, and 
extending into the State of Louisiana, 
was to be found what was to be my first 
Cijcuit From the Mississippi river, to 
my first appointment, was rather a re­
markable road—or rather no road—as 
there was only an occasional blaze on 
the side of a tree, and these marked 
trees were so - distant from each other, 
as to often cause mnch delay m finding 
them. Bayous, sloughs and -swamps 
were numerous. 

Crossing the Mason Bayou, was very 
difficult, as there was.no bridge, nor 
good ford, nor ferry. In attempting to 
ford, the wagon became fast, and sink­
ing down, our goods were much damaged. 
Stoppmg for the mght, at a cabm owned 
by a bachelor, we found many hogs, a 
few cattie, a few mules, some forty 
hounds, a few negroes. In a miserable 
hut slept a few of the pigs, many of 
the dogs, the slaves, the owner, and we 
who were tarrymg for the night. Our 
beds were a few coarse brash and leaves; 
our covering deer, wolf and bear-skins. 
Our supper was liear meat, corn bread, 
and crust coffee. Our knives were with­
out handles, our forks were a piece of cane 
sharpened at one end, our tea-cups were 
tin, and our plates were pewter, and 
some with holes through Ihem, 

We. were not sorty to see the morn­
ing, nor to say farewell, especially if we 
could have left aU the bed-bugs and fleas, 
that had annoyed us through the mght 

When our Cfrcmt was reached, it was 
found to consist of some thirty or more 
appomtments, to be fiUed every four 
weeks, by traveUng some 550 mUes. 

http://was.no
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ACTS OF LOVE TO GOD. 

1. LOVE does aU thmgs wMch may 
please the beloved person; it performs 
aU his commandments; and tMs is one 
of the greatest instances and arguments 
of our love that God requfres of us— 
" tMs is love, that we keep his com­
mandments." Love is obedient 

2. It does aU the mtimations and 
secret significations of his pleasure whom 
we love; and this is an argument of a 
great degree of i t The first mstance 
is, it makes the love accepted; but tMs 
^ves a greatness and smgularity to i t 
The flrst is the least, and less than it 
cannot do our duty; but, -without this 
second, we caimot come to perfection. 
Great love is also pliant and inquisitive 
in the instances of its expressions. 

3. Love gives away aU tMngs, that 
so he may advance the interest of the 
beloved person : it relieves all that he 
could have reUeved, and spends itself 
in such real significations as it is en­
abled withal. He never loved God 
that wUl quit any thing of his reUgion 
to save Ms money. Loye is always Ub­
eral and commmiicative. 

4. It suffers aU things that are im­
posed by its beloved, or that can happen 
for its sake, or that intervene in his ser­
vice, cheerfuUy, sweetiy, -wiUingly; ex­
pecting that God should turn them mto 
good, and instruments of feUcity.— 
" Charity hopeth aU things, endureth aU 
things.'' Love is patient and content 
with any thmg, so it be together with j t s 
beloved. 

5. Love is also impatient of any 
thing that may displease the beloved 
person, hating aU sin as the enemy of 
its friend: for love contracts aU the 
same relations, and marries the same 
friendsMps and the same hatreds; and 
aU affection of a sm is perfectly incon­
sistent witii the love of God. Love is 
not divided between God and God's 
enemy; we must love God with aU our 
heart: that is, give him a whole and 
undivided affection, having love for noth­
ing else but such things wMch he aUows, 
and wMch he commands or loves himself 

6. Love endeavors forever to be pres­

ent, to converse -with, to enjoy, to be 
vmited -with its object; loves to be 
talking of Mm, reciting his praises, telling 
his stories, repeating Ms words, imitating 
Ms gestures, transcribmg Ms copy m 
evety thmg; and evety degree of uMon 
and evety degree of likeness is a degree 
of love; and it can endure any thing 
but the displeasure and the absence of 
its beloved. For we are not to use God 
and reUgion as men use perfumes, with 
wMch they are deUghted when they have 
them, but can vety weU be -without them. 
Trae charity is restiess tiU it enjoys 
God in such mstances m wMch it wants 
him : it is like hunger and thirst, it must 
be fed, or it cannot be answered; and 
nothmg can supply the presence, or make 
recompense for the absence of God, or 
of the effects of his favor and the Ught 
of his countenance. 

7. True love M aU accidents looks 
upon the beloved person, and observes 
Ms countenance, and how he approves 
or disapproves, and accordmgly looks 
sad or cheerful. He that loves God is 
not displeased at those accidents wMch 
God chooses; nor murmurs at those 
changes wMch he makes m his famfly: 
nor en-vies at those gifts he bestows; but 
chooses as he likes, and is ruled by Ms 
judgment, and is perfectiy of his per­
suasion ; lo-ving to leam where God is 
the teacher, and being content to be ig­
norant or silent where he is not pleased 
to open himself. 

8. Love is curious of Uttie things, of 
cfrcumstances and measures, and Uttie 
accidents; notaUowing to itself any in­
firmity which it strives not to master, 
aiming at what it caimot yet reach, de­
siring to be of an angeUcal purity, and 
of a perfect innocence, and a serapMcal 
fervor, and fears every image of offence; 
is as much afflicted at an idle word as 
some at an act of adultety, and wiU not 
aUow to itself so much anger as -wfll 
disturb a cMld, nor endure the impurity 
of a dream, j^jid tMs is the curiosity 
and mceness of divine love; this is the 
fear of God, and is the daughter and 
production of Love. 

»-•-• 

CALL npon Him m the day of trouble. 
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BUILD ON CHRIST. 

READEB, by whatsoever name thou 
art caUed; to whatever reUgious de­
nomination thou art united, this advice 
is for thee. 

Thon partakests of the ordinances of 
God. Thou dost weU in this. But if 
thou hast not the blood of Christ at the 
root of all, they -wUl prove but painted 
pageantty to lead thee to hell. • 

Try every day on what foundation 
thy hope of gloty is built, and whether 
it was laid by the hand of Christ. If 
not, it wUl never be able tp endure the 
storm that must come up against it.— 
Satan wiU throw it aU do-wn, and great 
-wUl be the fall thereof 

Consider the greatest sins may be 
Md under the greatest duties. The 
wound that sin hath made in thy soul, 
must be perfectiy cured by the blood of 
Christ; not covered over with duties, 
humbljngs, and enlargements. Apply 

, what thou -wilt besides the blood of 
Christ, it 'wUl poison the sore. Thou 
wUt find that sin, was never mortified 
truly; nothing can Mil it but the behold­
ing of Christ's righteousness. 

Whatsoever is of nature's puttmg on, 
Satan will come and plunder it, and 
leave the sonl naked, open to the wrath 
of God. AU that nature can do will 
never make up the least particle of grace 
that can mortify sin, or look Christ m 
the face one day. 

Thou goest on hearmg, praymg, and 
receiving, yet miserable mayest thou be. 
Look about thee; didst thou ever see 
Christ to this day m distinction from aU 
other exceUencies and righteousness in 
the world, and aU of them faUing before 
the majesty of his loye and grace? 

If thou hast seen Christ truly, thou 
hast seen pure grace, pure righteous­
ness, far exceeding aU sin and misery. 
If thou hast seen Christ, thou wouldst 
not perform a duty -without him for ten 
thousand worlds. If ever thou sawest 
Christy thou sawest Mm a rock Mgher 
than Satan or sin; and this,rock doth 
foUow thee, and there wiU be a contin­
ual dropping of honey and grace out of 
it to satisfy thee. Examine, if ever 

thou hast beheld CMist as the only be­
gotten of ihe Father, fuU of grace and 
tmth. Be sure thou art come to Christ, 
that thou standestupon</i€ Rock of ages, 
hast answered to his call, thy soul has 
closed -with Mm for justification. 

Men talk bravely of beUeving; but 
few knoiv it. Christ is the mystery of 
the Scripture. Grace is the mystety of 
Christ BeUeving is the most wonder­
ful thmg in the world. Put any thing 
of thme o-wn to it, and thou spoilest it; 
Christ •will not so much as look at it for 
beUe^ving. When thou comest to Christ 
thou must leave beMnd thee thine own 
righteousness, and bring notMng but a 
broken, beUeving heart; notMng but thy 
wants and miseries, else CMist is not fit 
for thee, nor thou for CMist Christ 
wUl be a pure Redeemer, and thou must 
be an undone sinner, or Christ and thou 
wUt never agree. I t is the hardest thing 
in the world to take CMist alone for 
righteeusness; that is to acknowledge 
Mm Christ. Jom any tMng to Mm of 
thine own, and thou dost un- Christ Mm. 

To believmg there must go a clear 
conviction of sin, and the merits of the 
Mood of Christ, and of Christ's -wUUng-
ness to save upon this consideration 
merely, that thou art a sinner. All "the 
power in nature cannot get up so Mgh 
m a storm of sM and guUt, as reaUy to 
beUeve there is any -wUlmgness m Christ 
to save. To accept his blood for salva-, 
tion is the sum of the gospel. When 
the soul m aU dnties and distresses can 
say, notMng but Christ for justification, 
sanctification, redemption, that soul hath 
got above the reach of the biUows. 

He that fears to see the utmost heU 
of his o-wn heart, suspects the merit of „ 
Christ. Be thou never such A sinner, 
Jesus Christ therighteous is able to save 
thee. In aU doubtings, fears, storms of 
conscience, look at Christ continuaUy. 

In aU the Scripture there is not an ill 
word against a poor sMner stript of Ms 
own righteousness. Nay, it plainly 
pomts out tins man for the grace of the 
gospel, and none else. BeUeve bnt 
Christ's wUUngness, and that wiU make 
thee willing. If thou find thou canst 
not ReUeve, remember it is Christ's 
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word to make thee beUeve. Put him 
upon i t He works to wiU and to do. 
UnbeUef is setting up gmlt above Christ: 
it is undervaluing the merits of Christ, ac 
counting his blood an unholy, a common, 
an unsanctifying thmg. 

Thou mayest be brought low, even to 
the brink of heU, ready to tumble m; 
thou canst not be brought lower than 
the beUy of hell, yet then thou mayest 
look towards the holy temple. Into the 
old temple none might enter but purified 
ones, and -with an offering too. But 
now Christ is onr temple, to whom none 
must oome but sinners, and that -without 
any offering but his o'wn blood once 
offered. 

The greatest sinner did never pass 
the grace of Christ When the clouds 
are blackest, then look towards Christ 
the standing pUlar of the Father's love. 
His blood speaks reconciliation, redemp­
tion, liberty, mghness to God. Not a 
drop of Ms blood shall be lost. Stand 
and hearken what God wiU say, for 
he •wiU speaic peace to his people, that 
they return no more to foUy. He speaks 
grace, mercy, and peace. That is the 
language of the Father and of Christ, 
Wait for Christ's appearing as the mom­
mg star. He shall come as certain as 
the morning, as refreshing as the rain. 

The sun may as weU be Mndered 
from sMnmg as Christ the Sun of right­
eousness. Look not a moment off Christ. 
Look not upon sin, but look upon CMist 
also. In every duty look at Christ,— 
before duty, to pardon; in duty, to as^st; 
after duty, to accept Without this, it 
is but carnal, careless duty. Let sin 
break thy heart, but not thy hope in the 
gospel. 

If thon hast looked at works, dnties, 
quaUfications, more than at the merits 
of Christ, it v̂Ul cost thee dear. No 
wonder thou goest complaimng; graces 
may be e'vidences, but the merits of 
Christ must be the foundation of thy hope. 

When we come to God, •we must 
bring notMng but Christ •with us. Any 
ingredients of our ô wn -wUl poison faith. 
He that buUds upon duties or graces 
knows not the merits of Christ This 
makes believing so hard, so far above 

nature. If thou beUevest, thou mnst 
evety day renounce thy dependance up­
on duties, thy graces, and nothing but 
Christ must be held up as the founda­
tion of thy hope. Thou must take from 
God's hand. Christ is the gift of God. 
Grace is the gift of God. Pardon a free 
gift of God. Ah! how nature storms, 
frets, rages at this, that aU is of gift, 
and it can purchase nothing with tears 
and duties; that aU its workmgs are ex­
cluded, and of no value in heaven! 

Consider,—didst thou ever see the 
merits of Christ, and the inimite satis­
faction made by his death? Didst thou 
see tMs when the burthen of sin and the 
-wrath of God lay heavy on thy con­
science? -That is grace. The great­
ness of CMist's merit is not known but 
to a poor soul at the greater loss.— 
SUght con-victions wUl have but sUght 
prizmgs of Christ's blood and merits^ 

TOBACCO A POISON. 

DE. WILLAED PARKER is an eminent 
Physician of New York. He says : I 
wish young men could be prevaUed up­
on to abandon the use of tobacco.— 
Why abandon ? Because it is a poison. 
But what is a poison? I answer in 
the language of our most scientific au­
thorities in medicaljurispradence. " A 
poison is a substance ha-vMg an inlterent 
deleterious property, which, when taken 
into the system, is capable of destroying 
Ufe." 

That tobacco is a poison, is proved 
beyond a question. It is now many 
years since my attention was first caUed 
to the insidious but positively destructive 
effects of tabacco on the human system. 
I have seen a great deal of its influ­
ence upon those who use it and work 
on it or in it. 

Cigar-makers, snuff-manufacturers, 
&c., have come under my care in hos­
pitals and in private practice: and such 
persons never recover soon and in a 
healthy manner m case of injury or 
fever. They are more apt to die m 
epidemics, and more prone to apoplexy 
and paralysis. The same is trae, also, 
of all who cheio or smoke much. 
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TMs poison enfeebles the mind. The 
Emperor Napoleon had his attention 
caUed to tMs subject m 1862 by a sci­
entific statistician. It was observed from 
1812 to 1832, that the tobacco tax av­
eraged twenty-eight milUons of francs 
annuaUy; and there were eight thousand 
paralytics and insane in the hospitals of 
France. In 1862, the tobacco revenue 
had reached one hundred and eighty 
nuUions; and m the hospitals were forty-
four thousand paralytics. The un­
doubted inference is that tobacco has a 
strong influence m producing these class­
es of nervous diseases. 

A corpmission waS then Appointed to 
inqufre into the influence of tobacco m the 
schools and coUeges. After a ful and 
careful mvestigation, this commission 
reported that it had divided the people 
into two classes—the •users and non-users 
of tobacco—^and then proceeded to com­
pare them physiciaUy, mteUectuaUy, and 
morally. The result was, that those 
who do not use tobacco were stronger, 
better scholars, and had a Mgher moral 
record. In consequence of this report, 
an edict was issued, proMbiting the use 
of tobacco in these national institutions, 
by wMch tMrty thousand persons were 
at once forced to abandon i t 

I am sure, that, m health, no one can 
use it -without detriment to body, mmd, 
and soul. TMs poison slowly but surely 
destroys Ufe; and a man who uses it to 
any extent is made by it as old at fifty 
as he would be at sixty years without 
i t Vide Eccl. •viiL 11 : "Becausesen­
tence against an evU work m not exe­
cuted speedly, therefore the heart of 

' the sons of men is fuUy set in them to 
do evU," 

The use of tins poison is sinful. The 
commandment is, " Thou shalt not kUl;" 
but its use destroys, first, the consumer; 
and, secondly, the offspring. It is do­
ing more harm m the world than rum. 
I t is destroymg our race ; and it is sure 
to destroy the farms producmg it also, 
as it has done some of the best lands of 
Vfrginia. 

I am ready to admit that it can be 
employed moderately by those who 
work thefr muscles in the open air; but 

it is rumous in our schools and coUeges, 
where it dwarfs body and mmd. 

I do not place my individual self in 
opposition to tobacco; but science, in 
the form of physiology and hygiene, is 
opposed to i t ; and science is the ex­
pression of God's wiU in the goverment 
of Ms works in the universe. 

SELF-DECEPTION. 

A ME. — was a striking exam­
ple of self-deeeption. WTiUe digging a 
ceUar, a portion of the bank next tiie 
MU feU dô wn suddenly, and fataUy in­
jured him in the abdomen, as was gen­
eraUy beUeved by his surgeon and 
neighbors. Several days after the ac­
cident, he became apparentiy deeply 
pemtent, and sent for one of my class-
leaders to •visit him, and pray for him. 
After several visits the sick man pro­
fessed conversion, and sent for me to 
come immediately to his sick-room.— 
On going m I found him joyfiiL He 
said he knew God had pardoned aU 
his sins. The next day Mr. M. was 
sent for, who performed a vety difficult 
surgical operation, and gave him sud­
den reUef, so that m a short time he 
was pronounced convalescent, and en­
tfrely out of danger. I often •visited 
tMs man's chamber, and heard him vow 
and vow again, should God spare him 
to recover, he would immediately join 
the Church, and devote Mmself and 
famUy to the service of God. But, 
alas ! alas! how deceptive the human 
heart! The words of the prophet 
were strikmgly fulfiUed m his case :— 
"When He slew them, then they sought 
Him; and they returned and inquired 
early after God: and they remembered 
that God was their Rock, and the Mgh 
God thefr Redeemer. Nevertheless, 
they did flatter Him •with thefr mouth, 
and lied unto Him with thefr tongues; 
for thefr heart •was not right with Him, 
neither were they steadfast m His'cove-
nant." TMs poor, deluded man recov­
ered rapidly, and as soon as his strength 
returned he no longer had any use for 
class-leaders, mmisters, prayers, or even 
the Bible of God. He was heard to 
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laugh at his fears m view of the com-
mg judgment, and to use profane lan­
guage before he was able to quit Ms 
sick-room, and mstead of conung to 
Chnrch and imiting •with the people of 
God, he never crossed the threshold of 
the sanctuaty. When I would see him 
commg do'wn the street he would in-
stantiy cross over to the other side, to 
avoid meeting me on the pavement or 
side-walk.—M. Gaddis. 

PERSONAL EFFORT TO SAYE 
SOULS. 

THERE is scarcely any Christian dnty 
more urgent or more neglected, than 
that of personal conversation with the 
impemtent on the subject of thefr sal­
vation. It would seem, that the Chris­
tian, who, having tasted the wormwood 
and the gall, and rejoiced m conscious 
reconciliation with Ms God, beUeves the 
facts which pertam to the sinner's des­
tiny, could scarcely repress his anxiety; 
and that soUcitude for his salvation 
would be more natural than sympathy 
forthe pams and distresses ofthe body. 
It is strange that he who is accustomed to 
look upon those aroimd him, as destined 
to an tmendmg life, and is conscious 
that that existence may glow and bum 
with a seraph's bliss, or may shrink and 
sink m unutterable woe, does not es-

> teem aU other concerns and mterests of 
men of Uttle worth. The friend that is 
sick demands our sympathy and our 
tears; but the alarmmg fact that he is 

. under the •wrath and curse of God, aifd 
is doomed to the fire and the worm, 
should excite a fear and an mterest due 
to no eariMy calamity or mortal agony. 
Yet there are, we fear, many of the 
people of God who pass months and 
years of thefr Ufe without a single word 
or a smgle effort for the salvation of 
those with whom they associate. When 
tiewed in its trae Ught, it is a culpable 
and unnatural remissness, from which, 
whatever the effort it may require, we 
should escape. 

It would justly be regarded an act of 
monstrous craelty and mconsistency, if 
a man were placed in a like relation to 

the bodUy ê vUs of Ms friends, and yet 
feel no sympathy and make no effort 
for thefr removal. If one were to be in 
the midst of the ravages of the plague, 
and behold afSicted -victims gasping for 
Ufe, witness the tossmg agony of disease, 
hear the moan and the waU of the dy-
mg, and the shriek of the despairing, 
who possessed some unfaiUng remedy, 
wMch for the trouble of admimstering 
it, he would not use, but suffer whole 
famiUes to be swept into etermty, and 
see Ms son or wife grapple with disease 
and sink m death, he would enact a 
scene which would be scarcely human. 
But alas! are we not aU m a sast hos­
pital, surrounded on every s id^r i th the 
sick and the dying? There is a Physi­
cian whose breath is health, and whose 
touch is salvation, who needs but to be 
looked up to m order to heal the most 
venomous wound; yet are there not 
those who have experienced the joys of 
this recovery, who know the way and 
see the danger of delay, but who wUl 
suffer thefr friends, thefr _relatives, the 
bone of thefr bone and the flesh of thefr 
flesh, to go down to the agomes of the 
second death unwarned and unhmdered ? 
If there be trath m God's word, then, 
Christian, that unwarned, impenitent 
friend needs your sympathy, your en­
treaty, your prayers, far more than if 
smitten -with the plague, or dymg with 
the pestilence. Be entreated to think 
of Ms spiritual state, Ms danger and Ms 
destiny. 

—*-» 
I SHOULD rejoice to hear any one of 

my congregation saying, " I forgot who 
preached, I felt so much the influence 
of the truths he preached. Blessed be 
God, I was enabled to repent, and the 
sUent tears trickled down my cheeks. 
My heart was affected, it began to re­
lent, and now it relents again, when I 
consider by whose mercy it was that I 
was blessed with these feeUngs."—Row­
land HiU. 

PBATEB is very profitable: at night it 
is onr covering; m the mommg it is our 
armor. Prayer shonld be the key of the 
day, and the l(yk of the night—Fdtham. 
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CHURCHIANITY. 

ET BEV. T. S. LA DUE. 

Let US notice some marks. 1. "Gloty-
mg m a Church, in its origin, histoty, 
wortMes, numbers, wealth, institutions, 
doctors of di-rimty, orators, splendid 
edifices, material splendor, and worldly 
influence. Whenever we hear of any 
one talkmg of these things more than 
of Jesus, and gloiying m them, we have 
to say, Churchianity. And whenever 
We hear any one talking more of cer­
tain Church rites—as soi^e do of bap­
tism. Sag mstance, about experimental 
sal-vatirai, we think sorowfully, an-
creediamty, formality, churchianity.-— 
Another mark is, 

2. Employing means essentiaUy 
worldly to carry on " the work of God ?" 
as festivals, fafrs, suppers, and simUar 
contrivances. The Church has the glo­
ry of mventing these edifying—" filthy 
lucre " seeMng contrivances, and she has 
almost the exclusive gloty of usmg 
them. 

The end is to buUd up the Church. 
That must, certamly, be laudable. The 
end justifies the means; so says the 
•wfly Jesmt Therefore means, wMcb, 
if connected with some mere worldly con­
cern, the moral sense, yea, common sense 
of mauMnd would scout, are justifiable! 

That Church debt must be paid.— 
Those stamed glass -windows must be 
procured, to beautify our temple. That 
splendid communion set must grace our 
(lowly) Lord's table. That beU -wUl 
be so,charming. That organ will dis-

' course' such meUifluous strains, and aU 
together will be such a magnet to at­
tract the finest congregation m town, 
that we must have them to glorify 
God (?) and to save precious soiUs ( ?) 
-Ajid no way -wUl bring the money to 
obtain these so easily and surely as an 
appeal to—what? Benevolence for 
Christ's sake ?—Why, ah, no. As an 
appeal to the stomach and natural— 
that means camal, does it not ?— "love for 
fun." The Church must be maintained 
any way. W e pronounce all this, 
churcManity. , 

3. A greater eagerness to draw souls 
into the Church than to have them 
saved from sm. 

"Don'tyou feel better, dear seeker?" 
" WeU, yes, I think I do." " Well, get 
up and teU the friends that you feel bet­
ter,—that you've got reUgion.'' "Oh, 
I don't know that I've got religion."— 
" Yes you have, if you only beUeve it." 
"Dear friends, I feel better. I don't 
know but I've got religion. The mims-
ter thmks I have, and I guess I have." 
" Bless the Lord, another soul saved." 
The doors of the church -wiU not be 
opened. Mr. Old-paths now qmetly 
says, " Dear friend, have you the wit 
ness of the Spirit? WUl you lay 
aside your worldly trappings for Jesus' 
sake? Brother, wiU you restore that 
property wMch you fraudulently ob­
tained?" Mr. Smooth-away says to 
him one side, " Brother, be carefiU. 
Lambs need mUk. You must be ten­
der. I thank God that I am no longer 
a detector to read people's hearts." 

W e say of aU such crossless. conse-
crationless, world-confo-nning work and 
religion, churcManity, 

4. Glorymg in the accession of the 
rich and gay. 

Countmg as a great church-prize 
some wealthy, and proudly-dressed son 
and daughter of fashion, smUmg upon 
them most blandly and bowing obseqm-
ousfy, wMle slighting the poor in home- , 
ly garb.^-bmlding grand churches—to 
draw the poor and make them feel at 
home ? No, to draw the rich and 
make them feel at home. 

The work of Christ and of CMistian-
ity was and is to preach the gospel to 
the poor. The work of church-ianity is 
to preach to the rich, and to bmld up 
an organization m display and worldly 
influence, 

5. Neglect in enforcing disciplme, 
and refusing to enforce it. 

Said a brother to a minister, " Do 
you know that that brother gets drunk 
sometimes ?" •' Well, I am told that 
he does." " Let ns labor with Mm." 
" Ah, we are bnUding a church edifice, 
you know, and he has promised one 
hundred dollars towards it, and if we 

M 
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disciplme him now we shaU lose that 
money." TUI, churcManity. 

Multitudes of your church members 
are neglecting prayer meetings, and 
class meetings. Some even play dice 
and play cards and attend theatres and 
cfrcuses. Why do yon not disciplme 
them? " I t would break up the 
church." Oh, my brothers, you are 
more anxious to save the chnrch than 
to save sonls. Are the disciples not 
of ChristiaMty, but of churcMamty. 

6. Being ashamed of the work of 
God. 

" Such noise and such demonstrations 
•wUl destroy our cause—m other words 
our church. Those members act Uke 
drunken folks, these men are fall of new 
•wme. Mr. and Mrs. Decency and m 
order, say they would Uke to attend 
our church, if it were not for such do­
ings. I beUeve m freedom, and m 
teUMg the Lord, have His own'way; 
but we must be carefiil, remember there 
is a devil. I tremble for fear of fanati­
cism." Look out, selfish concerns, for 
the cause, or m other words, ChurcM­
amty may be at the bottom of this. 

7. SUence concermng sm, that is pop­
ular sins, and especially popular church 
sms. 

Said the wholesale ram-seUer, who 
once conducted us to his first-class pew, 
in one of the first-class orthodox church­
es, of orthodox Boston. " I s not our 
mfruster eloquent? " Yes, thought we, 
although, then an mtense worldling, he 
must be most adroitly eloquent, to 
preach for years an not touch you. * 

" Preach the gospel, the pure gospel," 
says the votary of fasMon; the mason 
and popular hoUness professors. " Don't 
make a detector of yourself If peo­
ple's hearts are right, it is immaterial 
what they wear or do." ChurcMamty. 

8. Blindness m regard to the condi­
tion of a popular world-trimmmg church, 
apologizMg for it, and cUngmg to i t 

" Oh, His church is my mother. Be 
careful how yon touch my mother; I 
cannot and will not leave her. Oh, 
what blessed meetings I enjoyed years 
ago m this church. WTiat times of pow­
er we had, what mighty preachers I 

have heard—and then see what re-rivals 
are reported even now. Hundreds up­
on hundreds converted, and sanctified 
too. How our church is growing and 
prospering! Would God bless us so, if 
we were so bad as you think? " What 
are those reported as converted, con­
verted from, and converted to ? From 
the world, and the love of it ? Is it 
not a fact, that the most of them m-, 
dulge in thefr former vamty and pride ? 
And can they not find satisfaction for 
their love for worldly pleasure and 
sport, m the all prevaUmg church par­
ties and festivals, with their shallow 
nonsense and wretehed devices,, to lure 
a Uttie money from worldUngs; and 
alas, from piofessors too ! To be sure, 
they belong to the church, and are qmte 
devout on Sunday, and say prayers,— 
and so did the old Pharisees. 

And as for prosperity, m increase and 
wealth and mfluence, the Chm-ch of 
Rome, for hundreds of years, m the 
midst of abominations, surpassed all be­
fore or since. 

The important question to answer is 
this, is the church growmg m spiritual­
ity, m distmctness from the world, in 
selif-demal for Jesu's sake. God said to 
His people of old, m regard to a cor­
rupt churcM "Come ont from among 
them, and be ye separate." And He 
says the same now. Beware of church 
idolatty, yield to the truth of unmis­
takable facts. Be careftil, lest by si­
lence you become partakers in these 
glarmg church sins, for fear of bemg de­
nounced as a disturber. Beware, lest 
ChurcMamty prove your etemal ram. 

W H E N a man is overtaken b}- night-
faU on a bleak moor, when the frosty 
wind blows bitterly upon Mm, and the 
wreatMng snow retards his evety foot­
step, where is it that he longs to be ? 
What spot comes oftenest across Ms 
wishful fancy ? Is it Ms home—^his m-
ner chamber, -with the door made fast ? 
Oh, if he were only there, he would be 
safe. Oh, poor soul, just such are you, 
and just such a home is CMist—^not 
afar off, but near. BeUeve on the Lord 
Jesus, and thon shalt be saved. 
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EDITOBIAL. 
LIGHT. 

THKOW a Bun-beam into a room, the air 
of which appears to be pure, and aU along 
its path the air -will be seen to be full of 
dust. 'Where did the dust come from?— 
The sun-beam did not bring it. It was in 
the room before. The sun-beam, by iUu-
minating the dust, rendered it visible. 

It is so -with our hearts. W e judge of 
them by their appearance. •Where no im­
purity is apparent, in the light we have, 
we too readily conclude that none exists. 
Let the light of the Holy Spirit shine upon 
the soul, and we are plunged at once from 
the height of confidence to the depth of 
despair. 

If there was no remedy, it might not be 
best for us to see the corruptions of our 
hearts. I t would depress us, without re­
lief. It would discourage us to such an 
extent, as would palsy every effort at im­
provement. But the Gospel proffers a rem­
edy for all the effects of sin. Bedemption 
is as broad ajid deep as depra-vity. To be 
cleansed from all unrighteousness, is to 
have every taint that sin has made, re­
moved. The condition of be'mg cleansed 
from aU sin, is that we humbly confess 
them to God, and believe in Christ, that 
He is able and willing to save us now, 
even to the uttermost. 

But we never apply to a physician until 
we realize that we are diseased. We never 
confess sins that we cannot see. Hence, 
we need to open the windows of the soul 
and let the light of the Holy Spirit shine 
through all its dark recesses. 

The sun always shines. So does God's 
Spirit. •V\Tien the earth geta between us 
and the sun, the natural light is excluded, 
To us it is dark ; for we are in the shadow 
of the earth. So, worldliness shuts out 
the light of the Holy Spirit. It keeps the 
soul in a constant eclipse. Under its dark 
influence, the -vision ia distorted. Thinga 
are not what they seem. Our own rights 
swell iuto gigantic proportions; the righta 
of others are scarcely seen. A little given 
to the cause of God—even though it may 
be paid to secure a pew for our family, or 

to gratify the appetite at a religious festi­
val, or the passion for gambling at a church 
fair—appears to be a meritorious act, for 
which God will reward ua -with temporal 
blessings and spiritual mercies. •We must 
renounce the world La reality, if we would 
have the Sun of Bighteeusness shine into 
the soul with such clearness as to reveal 
its true character. 

Prejudice keeps out the light from many 
souls. Like a painted -window, it stops 
many of the rays, and colors those that it 
doea admit. Let the words of one against 
whom we have a prejudice be ever ao lu­
minous, and they fail to make the impres­
sion upon us God intended they should. 

In their light we see nothing -wrong in 
our souls. Colored rays disclose •no dust. 
When we are in a proper frame to be taught 
of God, we shall aay, Send by whom thoa 
liUt. •When the light comes, we ahaU 
gladly welcome it. 

Beloveds, we are hastening to eternity.— 
It is of the highest importance that we be 
right -with God. W e never shall be, nnless 
we see wherein we are -wrong. Let ua then 
welcome the light of the Holy Spirit to our 
hearts. Let our prayer be. Search me, and 
try me, and see if there be any evil way in 
me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 

CONTBIBUTIONS TAKEN BACK. 

BRO. BELDEN tells of a woman, who, in 
the days when silver was common, used 
regularly to put a quarter of a dollar iuto 
the contribution-box. But the quarter had 
a hole in it, and through this was fastened 
a small silk thread. The old lady always 
held on to the end of the thread, and when 
the collector tumed to go away, she drew 
the quarter back, aUpped it into her pocket, 
and had it ready for aervice on the next 
occaaion. She was thus enabled to keep 
up an appearance of liberality at little ex­
pense. 

There are a great many contributions 
made to the cause of God on precisely the 
same principle. Churches are bui l t ; and 
-with great solemnity pubUcly dedicated 
for Divine worship. Large contributions^ 
are mode, and the contributors duly ap-
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plauded. In a few days, the right to wor­
ship God in this house, thus set apart to 
Him, ia sold by auction to the highest bid­
der. He who has paid the most has his 
choice of the pews. If he pays for a seat 
in a palace car, no one praises his liberali­
ty. "Why should they when he pays for 
palace accommodations in wMch he ex­
pects to be carried to Heaven ? He gets 
his money back in the enjoyment of a high-
priced seat; in the social consideration he 
receives ; and in costly incense offered to 
his vanity. He has his reward. To call 
money paid in this manner, an offering to 
the Lord, ia an abuae of terms. He who 
goes into eternity expecting to be rewarded 
for auch work as this, -will find himself 
greatly mistaken. God is not mocked.— 
A aacrifice, to be acceptable to Him, must 
be perpetual. He who would be safe, 
must not only leave Sodom forever,—he 
must not look back. 

Again, we think of the contribution with 
a string to it, when we aee the way that 
weak churches, atruggling with debt, are 
often assisted. They have built or bought 
a place of worahip, not to gratify pride, but 
to offer aalvation free and full to all, with­
out money and without price. They are 
doing more to elevate and aave the masses 
than all the rich churches in the commu­
nity. But preacliing the Gospel to the 
poor does not cancel notes. Hallelujahs 
dq not pay interest. They must have some 
inoney to get along. A rich brother, 
touched with admiration at their devotion, 
proffera hia aasistance. He might relieve 
them entirely of embarrassment, and place 
them in a position where the good they do 
would be multiplied. But instead of this, 
he takes a mortgage upon the property. 
He has a stout string to his money, and he 
holds on to it -with a grasp that is never 
relaxed. Tet he expects the brethren to 
be very grateful forliis aaaistance; and he 
sometimes talks as though he had done 
something meritorious even in the sight of 
God!: 

0 ye who are keeping back a part of the 
price, will you never leam what consecra­
tion to Qod means ? Ia it not to renounce 
the ownership, no-w and forever, of that 
which is aet apart to His service? Tou 

promise to give one-tenth of your income 
to the cause of God ? Have you any more 
right to use that for yourself than you 
would httve if it belonged to another t It 
is God's property. Use it as He directs. 
Bemember fhe fate of Ananias and Sap­
phira. 

Ton give money to God for a house of 
worship. That doea not entitle you to a 
single privilege in that house above those 
which the pooreat worshiper enjoys. Thia 
principle, in its application to civil life, ia 
well understood. The heaviest tax payer 
has uo more rights on the highway which 
his money constructed, than the pauper. 
It ia so in the Kingdom of Grace. There 
ia nothing so utterly abhorrent to aU aris­
tocracy, as the Gospel of Christ. It places 
the whole family of man npon one com­
mon level. It ignores all human distinc­
tions. 

All—whether of talent or property—that 
we possess comes from God. He giveth 
us the power to get wealth. If we with­
hold anything, we are guilty of robbing 
God. 

»-•-• 
B. S. COBWIN. 

H E waa one of God'a aaint'a. Hia faith 
was strong, and it made him ready for any 
duty, or any sacrifice that the cause of God 
demanded. He waa one of the aweet aing-
ers in Zion. 

He received his death-blow in the woods 
by the faU of a large lever under which he 
was standing. He lingered a few days— 
most of the time Insensible. When he 
^ a s conscious his mouth was filled with 
praises of God. He sung his favorite pU­
grim songs as long as utterance held out. 
We attended his funeral at Charlottsville, 
N. T., and preached to a large and atten­
tive congregation. Be ye also ready. 

•-•-• 

LoEEX STILES SOIXT.—He was a Chris­
tian boy. He was called away when he 
was only twelve years of age; but death 
found him ready. He was always thought­
ful and serious and prayerful—a faithful 
attendant upon the Sabbath School. He 
was sick but a short time. He prayed 
much and felt assured that Jesus would 
take him when he bid farewell to earth.— 
My young friend, are you ready to die ? 
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COBBESPOJVDEJ^CE. 

AN INCIDENT FOB JESUS. 

In following Jesus to and fro, to reach 
our resting-place. He sometimes leads us to 
doors that are to be opened, tliat we may 
do precious work for Him. Work at these 
closed doors I see in a light as never before. 
Formerly when I liad received impressions 
of duty, and the way seemed shut up, the 
door not open a little, and still a willing­
ness to obey, I have thought why Jesus 
don't require it. The door is closed: and I 
passed on uncondemned. In a little inci­
dent lately, Jesus taught me differently. 
•While calling on a lady she offered me a 
monthly, wisliing me to subscribe for it. 
It was one I had never seen; as I tumed 
over the leaves I came to some novel-read­
ing. 

I felt here a duty. She is a stranger; 
let her understand my poaition. I looked 
up from the book, aud began to say, I have 
given up such reading long ago. Others 
speaking interrupted me. I felt a willing­
ness to do the duty, it seemed as if I 
ought. Attempted it again. And again by 
the conversation of others in the room it was 
broken off. The door aeemed closed, and 
I concluded it was not duty to say more, 
I decidedly declined taking the book, and 
passed out. After reaching home some 
way I did not feel just right; thought over 
what I had said, felt no condemnation here. 
•When this occurrence flashed on my mind, 
and then the Spirit showed me that I could 
have opened the door, and then there was 
a chance to preach Christ unto them. But 
I had let the devU close my mouth. Oh I 
regretted it. That opportumty was gone, 
numbered among the things of eterni­
ty. 

I trust the lesson need never be repeated; 
that I may wateh to see if the Spirit does 
not show me some way to open the door. 
Precious Jesua. He knows there is a will­
ingness to obey Him. I hear the answer­
ing voice, yes. He knows it. Oh glory [— 
Never was He more precious. Never more 
loved. MRS. SOPHIA CHILDS. 

Geneva. Kansas. » 

LOVE FEAST. 

JESSE BROWN.—I have the witness to. 

day that I am accepted of God—^blesa His 
holy name! Oh! how I do praise the Lord 
for a living, moving salvation, that saves 
us from all sin. He saves me to-day, glory 
to His name foeever! We have no Free 
Methodists here—only four of our own 
family ; but, the Lord being our helper, 
we are determined not to lower the stand­
ard of holiness. Pray for us, that we may 
be kept by the power of God and filled 
with the Holy Ghost. 

Weston, Texas. 

E. A. BKOWN.—I can say, to the glory of 
God, that I enjoy the religion of Jesua. I 
praise God for this Holy Ghost religion, 
that saves me to the uttermost. I bless 
God that I find Him the same unchange­
able God on the road or mountain-top. In 
Texas, away from all our dear brothers 
and sisters. He blesses us wliile bearing 
the cross and doing our duty.- Holiness 
shall be our motto. I praise Jesua for the 
EARNEST CHKISTI-VN. I wish it could be 

sent to every house. 

EHOD-\ CLAPS.*,DDLE.—As one who ex­

pects to stand alone at the bar of a just 
God, I am trying to do my duty; not as 
unto men, but unto God—knowing that tt 
is better to obey God, than men. I pray 
the Lord to help me, that I may have on 
the whole armor of God; that I may be 
able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 
For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities and powers— 
against spiritual wickedness in high places. 
The Christian life is a continual warfare ; 
and if clothed With the panoply Divine, w e ' 
shall not dread the tug of war, nor fear the 
smoke of battle. Beaders of the EARNEST 
CHRISTI.\N, let ns go forward, in the name 
of our God. •What if all the powers of 
earth and hell combined are arrayed against 
u s ; God is on our side, and He is more 
than aU that can be arrayed against us. 

L. S. CooPEK.—My testimony is, that 
J6SU8 can save to the uttermost. I love 
the living testimony of theEABKBST CHRIS. 
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TIAN, because it is so much like the des­
cription given in the Bible of the Chris­
tian's life. I realize that" Whomsoever She 
Son maketh free, shall be free indeed."— 
The persecution comes; but—glory to God! 
—the peace that Jesus gives me is like a 
river. While I write, the glory of God 
fills my soul. Hallelujah to Jesus! 

SABAH M . SOXTEHWORTH.—I want to say 
a few words for Jesns to-night, for He has 
done great things for me, whereof 1 am 
glad. Jesus is precious to my soul—praise 
His holy naume forever! Oh, how the fire 
bums in my soul, while I write! Jesus 
does wonderfully bless and keep me— 
praise His name! He washes my heart to-, 
rdght. Oh, I have seen the angels, and I 
have caught many a glimpse of my Saviour, 
when He has deigned to bless me with His 
love. Sometimes He is aU love, and melts 
my heart all down; and then I have such 
a view of His majesty, that it fills me with 
awe, and I can only behold, and wonder, 
and adore. And when my work on earth 
is done, I expect to reign with Him in 
Heaven. Amen. 

MBS. SARAH C. WHITMOEE.—-About thir­
teen years ago, I sought the Saviour and 
found peace to my soul. But I am sorry 
to say, like many others I strayed away 
from my blessed Sa-viour. Thus I lived 
un'til six years ago, the Holy Spirit stri-ving 
with me from time to time ; but I would 
not yield. Bro. Orr came in our neighbor­
hood and held a protracted meeting. I 
attended the meeting at night. I would 
not go in the day-time, although I waa so 
deeply convicted I wanted to be there.— 
The meeting had gone on for some time, 
mother urging me every day to go with 
her. At last I went, just to please her. 
But, glory be to God that I ever went, for 
He showed me my awful condition. I 
strove day and night for nearly a week ; 
but not until I had promised my blessed 
Saviour that I would, by His assisting grace, 
serve Him while I live, did He speak peace 
-to my soul. Just as soon as I had laid all 
do-wn at His feet. He picked me up^ha l -
lelujah to His holy name! I lived in a 

justified state, serving God the best I knew 
how. About two years ago, the Free Meth­
odists came around preaching holiness. I 
thonght it aU well enough, if they could 
live it. I did not think it waa for me. I 
thought I could not live it. But I went to 
meeting, and listened to every word that 
was spoken, and -was soon con-victed for the 
blessing, but still thinking I could not live 
it. I could not understand it imtil about 
one year ago, Bro. B. Doughty was at oar 
house. He explained the way ont to me. 
I sought the blessing, and found it—all 
glory be to God! I feel that I could not 
Kve without it. Praise the Lord! Amidst 
all my trials and temptationa, it is glory I 
glory! hallelujah! I now feel hid away 
in Christ, saved throngh the blood of the 
Lamb. 

L. SWEAT.—My feet are on the Eock of 
Ages—bless the Lord! That Bock is sur­
rounded on every side by the ocean of re­
deeming love. All glory to the Lamb, who 
hath redeemed us from all ain. Tes, re­
deemed ! Glory to God! He haa kept me 
fifty-five years, since I started in His aer-
-yice. For thirty-six yeara I have been try­
ing to walk the high way of holiness. A 
few times I have lost the blessing, through 
fear of mortals. But, bless the Lord! I 
stand by faith in Jesus. My peace is as a 
river; my soul is happy; I am almost 
home. 

B. H. FoLTS.—Jesus has tumed out all 
the buyers and sellers, and taken possession 
of my poor heart—^glory to His name! He 
has so filled me with His love, that praise 
is constantly on my Ups. To-day I feel 
that He saves me entire. I am going on 
by the way of the cross. God helping me, 
I intend to Walk in the narrow way while 
I live. 

J A N E A. LOVELAND.—I enjoy real salva­
tion to-night. For about fifteen months, I 
have loved the strait and narrow way as 
never before. I can say, by blessed expe­
rience, that there is power in Jesus' blood 
to wash as white as snow. Praise the 
Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me 
praise His holy name. 
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ESTHER S U M N E R . ^ I bless God, th is 

morning, for salvation from all sin. It Ufta 
me above the cares of this life, and bids 
me 

" Awhile forget my griefs and fears, 
And look beyond this vale of tears. 

To my eternal home." 

My feet are firmly on the Eock at this hour, 
—^that Eock, the inhabitants of which sing 
and shout for joy. I have a religion that 
actuates soul and body, and prompts me to 
live for God. I have been running up this 
narrow way about two years. Glory be to 
God on high! My heart thanks God for 
the EABNBST CHKISTIAN,—that it ever 

found its way to my home. I took it one 
year to please a near friend, seldom read­
ing them, and not believing In the doctrine 
of holiness. I am ready now to testify 
that this is a glorious experience, rich and 
deep -within my heart—a well of water 
springing up unto etemal Ufe. This book 
has helped me to get into this way. May 
God hasten the day when it ahall be found 
iu every hotiae! Thanka be tinto God, 
who giveth us the -victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ—^to whom be glory both 
now and forever. Amen and amen! 

B. S. PHTT.T.IPS.—The Lord saves me this 
evening—bless His name! The past year 
I have had many precious seasons,—have 
enjoyed more divine help in trying to preach 
the word of life than in other days. At 
present I am passing through the greatest 
trial of my life. Am experiencing what it 
is to be misunderstood aud judged of man. 
I am walking in the light of God. I love 
the narrow way. I have no relish for any 
other, because Jesus is there and no where 
else. I expect to walk therein until life's 
latest breath. Pilgrims, pray for me.— 
Will those who remember the -writer, 
breathe a special prayer ? 

MRS. GERTRUDE E . PHTLLIPS.—I am cru­

cified to the world and the world to me. 
The life that I now live, I live by faith on 
the Son of God. Trials come -with -wonted 
power; but—praise God! — Heaven will 
bring me sweeter rest. 

ANGELTNE DESON.—I love to speak for 

Jssns. I feel the cleansing blood this hour 
on my heart. Oh, how Jesus saves me! 
I am in the narro-w -way, and trusting in 
the God that saved the Hebrew children 
in the heated furnace. I know what it 
means to trust in Qod when trials come. 
Praise His name! I have leamed some 
precious lessons since I gave my heart to 
God. As soon as I leam one, I am put to 
another. I love this school. I am going 
through in the narrow way. 

NANCT W H I T I N G . — I brought Jesus with 

me to Nebraska, and He rules over and in 
me—glory be to His holy name! He is 
mine, and I am His. I find Him better 
and better. Though among strangers. He 
is around about me, sustains, comforts and 
cheers me. He never leaves me lonely 
and desponding, but enables me to look up 
continuaUy. To-night, I look np with un­
wavering faith, and claim His every prom­
ise as mine. Bleased Jeaus! how I love 
thee ! Thou art my all in all,—my rock 
of sure defence,—my hiding-place in the 
day of trouble, and my shelter from the 
storms. Glory be to God on high, on earth 
peace and good -will to men! Any pilgrim 
acquaintance wishing to write, please di­
rect, " Pleasant Hill, Salino Co., Nebraska." 

Miss LEBBIE MORTON.—I want to say a 

word for Jesus, who has done so much for 
me. About four years ago He whispered 
in my ear, " This is the way—walk ye in 
it." Oh, I am so glad that I ever consent­
ed to give my heart to Jesus, and walk in 
the narrow way. Glory be to His name ! 
This year, so far, has been the best of my 
life—a continual flow of God's peace to my 
heart. Oh, blessed be the rock of my sal­
vation! Jesus saves me—yes, even me. 
I, for one, -will take the cross and go thro' 
in the narrow way, fearless of men and 
de-nls, and aU that may oppose. Glory be 
to God, who givethi me the victory! I 
have had a clear victory in my soul, ever 
since watch-night; and it is by watching, 
and praying, and fighting, that I keep it. 
All glory be to Jesus! 


