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Trose who were favored with an ac-
quaintance with Dr. Bowen, wil} recog--
nize the skill and fidelity with which our
artist has given us his likeness, as he
appeared in his latter years. It does
one good to look upon that grand coun-
tenance—so full of kindness, and yet so
uncompromising.

For the facts of the following bio-|
graphical sketch, we are indebted to one
of his daughters, and to an editorial of

Elias Bowen was born in Warwick,
Mass., June 6, 1791. When he was a
(young hoy, his father, a farmer, moved
with his family to Sennett, N. Y., near
Auburn.

At the age of twelve, he and a broth-
er two years older were converted, and
for a time he lived in the enjoyment of
religion. He was reclaimed, when twen-

ty-one years of age, under the labors of |

a Congregational minister, but did not
connect himself with that church.
Shortly after, he went to Providence,
Conn., to his oldest brother’s, and found
him and his wife members of the M. E.
Church. Never having known anything
of the Methodists, except by report, he
was so much prejudicetl against them a§’

them dead he would not have felt worse.
Being urged to hear the Methodists for
himself, he consented, and went to hear
three preachers. The last one, Marvin
Richardson, he was so much pleased
with, that he wept to find such a talent-
ed young man throwing himself away in.
‘that manner.

After hearing Richardson a number
of times, he felt it his duty to join them,
which he did on the 25th of April, 1813,
and received from them license to preach.
He joined the traveling connection, June
15, 1814. : :

He was married to Abigail Birdseye,
of Sauquoit, January 3, 1821.

In 1834, the death of his oldest boy
caused him to seek a deeper work of
grace in his heart; which he did, and
he lived in its enjoyment until his death.
A short time before he died, on being
asked if it was all bright ahead, he re-
plied, “Yes;” then, lifting his hands,
said, ‘“Praise the Lord! Praise the
Lord, for His goodness to me!

He was prominently before the Meth-
odist public for over fifty years. His
piety, his devotion to the work of God,
and his high order of talent, obliged him
to take, at an early age, much against
his will, responsible appointments. The
fifth year of his ministry, he was sent
to the city of Montreal, Lower Canada.
Requesting, the next year, a less respon-

to tell his brother, that had he found

sible appointment, he was sent to the
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still more important station of Utica.
At the close of the year, his return was
unanimously asked for by the society.
But ‘such was his diffidence, that he
urged to be sent to a lighter charge.—
But the people at Utica were dissatisfied,
and after an absence of five weeks he
-was returned, and labored there with
great acceptability the remainder of the
year. Atthe next Conference, he would
have been placed upon a district but for
his earnest protest against it. He, how-
ever, was soon after appointed, and for
twenty-four years filled the office of Pre-
siding Elder, to the satisfaction of both

 preachers and people.

He was elected delegate to the Gen-
eral Conference seven times, and at one
period was strongly urged to become a
candidate for the Episcopacy. :

In the anti-slavery struggle, he took
a decided stand in favor of the oppressed.
He was one of the very small minority
who voted, in the General Conference,
against the resolutions censuring Orange
Scott for lecturing against slavery, and
condemning the anti-slavery movement
generally. These resolutions, as found
in the General Conference Journal for
1836, read as follows:

“ Resolved, by the delegates of the Annual
Conferences in General Conference assem-
bled: 1. That they disapprove, in the most
ungualified sense, the conduct of two mem-
‘bers of the General Conference, who are
reported to have lectured in this city re-

_cently, upon and in favor of modern aboli-
tionism.

“R, Resolved, That they are decidedly
opposed to modern abolitionism, and whol-
1y disclaim any right, wish or intention to
interfere in the civil and political relation
between master and slave, as it exists in
the slave-holding States of this Union.”

These resolutions passed by the deci-

ded vote of 122 for, to 11 against the

first resolution, and 130 for, and 14
against the second. Dr. Bowen, in each
case, voted with the minority.

He labored long, and hard, and earn-
estly, with both tongue and pen, to save
the Church of his choice from the dis-
grace of giving its sanction to ‘“the sum
of all villanies,” up to the latest moment
of its existence. His labors were un-
successful. When, at last, slavery was
abolished by the sword, and the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church no longer received
slaveholders to its communion—because
there were no more slaveholders to be
received—and the General Conference
passed a resolution congratulating itself
“that the Methodist Episcopal Church
had always taken the lead of. sister
Churchesin the anti-slavery movement,”
his honest soul was stirred with righteous
indignation at such bare-faced hypocrisy. .
He could not admire the valor of those
who kicked the dead lien.

‘When the Genesee Conference of the
M. E.: Church commenced to'-persecute
and expel from her pale those who were
guilty of laboring to promote Methodism
ag it came to us- from the fathers, Dr.
Bowen, though a stranger to them per-
sonally, wielded his powerful pen in their
defence. At a Quarterly Meeting, some
two years ago, he was greatly blessed;
and told the people that he had been a
Free Methodist for fifty years and over
—that they were -the people that he
originally joined, and if they were will
ing to recognize him as such, he should
like to have a place among them, in name,
as well'as in reality. It is needless to
add that he was cordially received. The
subseguent fall, he ‘was admitted info
the Susquehannah Conference of the
Free Methodist Church. He did not
take an appointment, but labored effi-
ciently in holding Quarterly Meetings as
his - strength permitted. = By his wise
counsels, and-his decided stand in‘favor
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sof carrying out the Discipline of the
Church, he contributed very greatly to-
ward bringing that  Conference to its
present state of harmony and efficiency.

As a preacher, Dr. Bowen was strong,
clear, forcible, ‘and thoroughly evangeli-
.cal. He was quiet in his manner, yet
he often manifested in the pulpit the
deepest feeling. He was bold and fear-
less. - His semi-centennial . sermon—
preached before the Oneida Conference
—affords one of the best specimens of

_pulpit courage and fidelity that we have
ever met with. The Conference had
treated him with the most marked kind-
ness and consideration ; yet he pointed
out to them, with the greatest plainness,
their departures from God and from
Methodism.

Few men wielded a more vigorous
and powerful pen than Dr. Bowen. His
numerous contributions to religious pe-
riodicals were-always on important sub-
jects, and always clear and to the point.
He wrote, because he had something to
say, and he said it well and strong. s

In 1859, he published a book of 317
pages, 12mo., entitled, Slavery in the
Methodist Episcopal Church. It is a
strong work, but shows too clearly the
great guiltiness of the Church to have
ever been very popular. We give a
specimen, taken at random, from which
an opinion may be formed of its style.
It is from the chapter entitled, ‘“The
Church Responsible for Slavery.” He
says: “The Church, which was de-
signed to be an asylum for the oppressed,
has become an asylum for the oppressor,

- and there is no protection. The hunted,

panting lamb, is pursued by the devour-
ing wolf even into the sheep-fold, and
there is no protection. He is hunted,

and worried, and devoured. even under

the very eye of the shepherd, and there
is no -protection. Nay, the shepherd
himself becomes the devouring wolf,
feeding and fatting and rioting upon the
blood of his hapless victims,-and there -
is no. protection.” . Bold words; but,
alas! too true. ‘

His last literary work, was writing a
History of the Origin of the Free Meth-
odist Church. This work was ready for
the press about two years ago, but the
plates were destroyed by fire; and one
delay after another has occurred, until
it is again ready for publication, and un-
less some unforeseen contingency pre-
vent it, may be looked for in a few weeks
at farthest.

From the unsparing manner in which
Dr. Bowen attacked popular sins, stran-
gers to him have gathered the idea that
he was harsh and unfeeling. Thisis a
great mistake. He was one of the most
kind and tender-hearted men in every-
day life.. He was deeply beloved by
his friends, and children hailed his pres-
ence with delight. His piety was deep,
uniform, and consistent. A good man
and a prince in Israel has gone to his

reward.
—— e

NosLE SExTiMENTS.— Condemn no
man for not thinking as you think. Let
every one enjoy the full and free liberty
of thinking for himself. Let every man
use his own judgment, since every man
must give account of himself to God.
Abhor any approach, in any kind or de-
gree, to the spirit of persecution.—.J.
Wesley.

———— > —————

SpurGEON remarks of preachers, in-
cluding himself, that “ we too often flog
the church, when the whip should be
laid on our own shoulders.”

The same noble preacher says:—
“ God openeth many hearts with gentle
pick-locks, while with others he useth
the crowbar of terrible judgment.”
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THE FALL OF JERICHO.

BY JOHN T.' JAMES.

SEvERAL things, of importance in
these times, have presented themselves
to my mind in connection with Jericho,
one of the places whose history is men-
tioned for our instruction and comfort.

L. The cause of the shutting up of Jer-
tcho.— A strange people, just come across
the river from out. the wilderness, were
encamped before its walls. And there
are strange sounds coming from that
camp,~—sounds of rejoicing, which be-’
token the consumption of *the old corn,”
washed down with “oil and wine."—
Josh. v. 12. And Jericho is “straitly
shut up.”—vi. 1. Now, Jericho was to
the Israelites come up out of the wild-
erness, just what the world is to a
church, or society, or soul, that has got
out of the wilderness state into the land
of “perfect love,” or *entire sanctifica-
tion.” The Israelites appeared to the
people of Jericho, just as the church at
Pentecost did to the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem, when they charged them with
being ¢ drunk with new wine ;” and just
as every fully saved soul or people have
ever since appeared to that part of the
world they were nearest to. Only let a
church now get fully saved from the inner
lustings, as well as before from sin’s
outer corruptions, and commence to “be
filled with the Spirit,” and immediately
the hearts of the people of this world
will be “shut vp” against it. Jericho.
was to the Israelites, just what the world
is to every saved soul and every saved
people. Only get crucified right well,
and buried and raised up, and you will
come up into a world with high walls
and closed gates.

Have any in this day, as they emerged
from the wilderness into the land of per-
fect love, been grieved to find the world
closing its gates against them? Be en-
couraged, O ye souls, for this is evidence
that God is with you; else yon would
never know what Jericho is. It was
because the Israelites had God’s ark in
their camp, with His law in it, that Jer-
icho shut its gates. And it is because

the law of God is now written in your

heart, and you carry it about with you,

that you find walls and gates. It is be-

cause that same spirit that fills you with

joy, is also a spirit of testimony for Christ

against the sins of the world, that you

find gates closed against you. Men will

not endure to have you coming in at

their Ayes and Hars with such alarming

truths. They see that if they yield to

you, they must die out to the world just

as you have—even as the people of

Jericho doubtless knew that they were

to be put to death if their city was ta-

ken. Be encouraged to find walls and

closed gates. It was the law of God in

the camp of Israel, that found high walls

and shut up cities in Canaan—the land

of idolatry and full-measured iniquity.

Those men who go through to Jerusalem

Jrom Egypt, and travel all through the

land of Canaan without finding anything’
but corn and wine and oil—who come to .
no shut-up places,—what sort of men are

they 2 Can they have God's testimonies

in their hearts? Can they be in that

Spirit that was sent into the world to
convince the world of sin, as well as to
comfort the saints? Nay, verily. The
world has not ceased its enmity tp God,
and God has not ceased His testimonies
against the world. :

“If any man love the world, the love
of the Father is not in him.” = If any
man goes into Jericho without -taking
“the sword of the Spirit,” “which is
the word of God,” he is a friend of the
world and an enemy to God. Any one
who goes into Jericho for other purposes
than on business for the King—to kill
and to make alive—is gnilty of improper
fellowship with God’s enemies. *“Ye
adulterers and adulteresses, know ye
not that the friendship of the world is
enmity with God?” “ Whosoever will
be the friend of the world (except in
God’'s way,) is the enemy of God."—
God's way of friendship with the world,
s to put “worldliness” to the sword;
just as he ordered Joshua to do with
Jericho. “T came not to send peace i
the earth, but a sword.” Whoever
makes peace with the world save by the
sword, is the enemy of God.
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But blessed be God! high walls and
closed gates are only an occasion of man-
ifesting the power of God and the faith
of the church. “Shut-up” cities are to
be taken. God sent not His Son—the
living expression of His law—into the
world to condemn the world, but that
the world through him might be saved.
“@God is not willing that any should per-
ish.” Hence, the walls must come
down. And the next thing is— g

IT. The campaign against Jericho—
In this we see several things worthy our
attention.

1. “Barly rising.” The children of
Israel got over the river by becoming
early risers.—Josh. iii. 1. While this
does not take us into the land, yet we
never knew any to get over in any other
way. When people begin seriously to
contemplate parting with ‘ the old man”
—Eph. iv. 22—they commence by leav-
ing him in bed of a morning. So the
children of Israel that crossed the river
Jordan, were the young people—and
they left the bodies of the old ones in
their graves in the wilderness. Abra-
ham had to wait until his father died,

before he could get into the land and

become a pilgrim. A pilgrim does not
snore tn bed after the sun is up. ‘‘The
old man” is fond of his morning nap.
And so it helps much to get rid of him
to “‘rise up early in the morning.”—Josh.
vi. 12, vii. 16, viii. 10 ; Psalms cxix. 60;
Mark i. 35. And Joshua and his peo-
ple did not backslide in this respect after
they got over. We find them rising up
early to commence operations against
Jericho. > ;

2. ““Walking in the commandments.”
The people, as they went around the
walls day after day, walked after the
law in the ark—in the footsteps of the
priests who carried it. - “ He that saith
he abideth in him, ought himself also to
walk, even as He walked.” We must

_ be in perfect fellowship with Christ, and

walk in all His ways; to do His work.
God’s truth must find no walls in our
hearts, if we want to see it work upon
the walls of sinners’ hearts. If we
“shut up” our hearts to the smallest
part of God’s truth in Christ Jesus, we

will walk around Jericho to our shame.
Ps. cxix. 6—“Then shall T not be
.ashamed when I have respect to e/l thy
commandments.”

3. “Quietness, unity, order.” Joshua
did not tell the people, when they got
into the land of freedom, that now they
no longer needed a man to lead them—
that they were done with “one-man pow-
er,” and must pitch in—every man for
himself—into vineyards, or corn-houses,
or Canaanites, just as they pleased—
Just as the Spirit led them. No; it
seemed that they never had had so
much need of control and discipline as
then. True, Joshua was not their ing,
as Moses had been “in Jeshurun "—
Deut. xxxiii. 4, 5—but he was their ds-
vinely appointed leader—Num. XxXvii.
18-23. The people of God were not
to be 7n bondage, but they were to be
kept ¢n order—as all other good things
must, else they cease-to be good. The
water of the ocean is for watering the
earth; but God has set bounds to those
waters, else they would drown the world.
The Hollanders, who live below the
ocean level, have dykes to keep the
ocean from drowning them. Many poor
souls live so far down below the ocean
level in the souls of the saints, that the
saints have to be careful not to let too
much. water on them at once, lest they
be washed away. Restraint is much
needed when folks get among vineyards
and in wine-cellars—especially when
enemies are near. The people were told
to keep quiet,—to curb their joys while
they were marching around the city.—
No matter how much “the wine ” might
be working in some of them, they must
keep quiet and not make a noise. No
matter how much they felt the incoming
strength of “the old corn,” they were
to do nothing before the time. No mat-
ter how supple the ‘oil” might make
them, and how much they might feel
like running up against the walls, or try-
ing to scale them, they were to keep in
ranks. God was about teaching them a

new lesson: that-of being burdened for
the state of the world—or the state of
the Canaanites, among whom such gross

sins prevailed. They must now learn
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to enter into His feelings respecting this
world that will not have His Son to rule
over it, and 7o wast for the triumph of
the sword of the Spirit in human hearts,
to have part in His joy.

This is a lesson that many Israelites,
who profess to have been long in the
land, have not yet learned. It often
ha,ppens that when a Joshua now calls
the people to come up against some Jer-
icha, he finds them scattered over the
la.nd, enjoying their liberty. One man
is in the top of a vineyard; another is
sitting under a fig-tree ; some are giving
expression to the wine ; and others are

_trying the suppleness of their limbs.—
Probably a squad of them will come in
and report about what a time they have
just had ont in the land a liftle distance;
how they got into vineyards and among
fig-trees; how they got blessed, and car-
ried on; how they made the country
ring with “such singing as never was
heard on earth;” how scared the poor
Canaanites looked. But when Joshua
tells them that. the Lord wants them to
do someéthing more besides scare the
Canaanites, how few are ready to lay
aside their selfish joys long enough to
get burdened with a sense of God’s dis-
honor by the Canaanites around! But
God’s order must be obeyed, if God’s
success is achieved. 'We can no more
gain entrance into human hearts with
our ark and sword, except in God’s way,
than Joshua could have got into Jericho
without God’s throwing down its walls.

4. “The trial of faith.” ¢By faith
the walls of Jericho fell down, after they
were compassed about seven' days.”-—Heb.
xi. 30. It was by faith, and a perfect
faith. God fully tested their faith in
His word before He gave success. The
people did not get under temptation as
soon as their joys commenced to quiet
down, and their souls to get burdened,
as some later saints do. They did not
break ranks, and run back to camp, and

take on some more wine. Nor did they

stop the march, and send for Joshua to
come and pray for them until they got
blessed. And they did not get tempted
that they were not in God’s order, be-
cause the walls did not shake or tremble

the first time they went a.round them-—
and go off to try some other city.

No; they carried theburden of Jeri-
cho for seven days, having their souls
refreshed each night when they got back :
into camp.

In their camp, they were joyful in
the Lord. On the march, they were
serious ; for they were about a serious
business—the death of all the people in
the city being the work before them.

But faith has its time of triumph, as
well as trial. And so it had in thig in-
stance.

“ LET not your hearts be troubled.” Pure-

“Let not your hearts be troubled ;” many .

Are in my Father’s -house, towhich I go.
And there, when life is o’er, you all shall

I would have told you if it were not so.
“ Let not your hearts be troubled ;” through

I will not leave you comfortless and lone.
And when your earthly dufies all are ended,

A rest remaineth in your heavenly home.
EKewanee, Ils,

[Concluded next month.]
———————
CONFIDO ET CONQUIESCO.
John xiv. 1.

BY EMMA 1, WHITING:

and holy

Float down the words so sxmple and se-

rene,

That, to His followers, meek and faithfal

ever,

‘Were spoken by the holy Nazarene.

“Let not your hearts be troubled.” Iam

with you

In every darkened moment of your life, -
The Comforter will evermore be near you,
Inhoursof grief and sadness, and of strife..

Why should our hearts be troubled, when

our Father

Is ever near the sonls that love Him best?
Why should our hearts be troubled; when

Christ bids us,

“Come untome, and I will give you rest”?

mansions

meet me,—

life’s journey
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TEMPTATION.

BY LEWIS MENDENHALL.

EvERY-man is successfully tempted,
“when he is drawn away of his own
lust, and. enticed.” But.temptation,
alone considered, is nothing more .than
the presentation of an object to the mind
that has a tendency to produce Iust, or
entice the soul out of God. Lust, which
is inordinate desire, is.always conceived
before sin is committed ; as James has
clearly expressed it, that ‘‘when Ilust
hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin.”—
Temptation is the germ, the soul is the
soil, and the fruit is death.

The holiest Christian is subject to
temptation, This has been denied by
some ; orrather, they have affirmed that

- if any can attain to holiness, they will

be out of the reach of temptation. In
a certain sense, they will be. They will
be out of the reach of its contamination

as long as they keep ‘‘looking unto.Je-.

sus,” whe:was in like manner tempted.
What! was the immaculate Son of God
—that pure and holy Being—tempted ?
Yes; and “in all pomts like as
we, yet without sin.” If you have ever
doubted that temptation is consistent

- with a sanctified state, let me ask you

to pause a moment. Do you see Jesus,
the Holy One of God, as He comes from
the place where He was baptized ? The
Spirit of God is leading Him. He en-
ters the wilderness; and now do you
inquire, For what purpose? Itis, “to
be tempted of the devil” Do you see
Him again on that ‘‘exceeding high

mountain ” that overlooks *the kingdoms

of this world?” Satan is with Him,
and is making this liberal proposition :
“All these things will T give thee, if
thou wilt fall down and worship me.”
Seeing, then, that all the servants of
God will be tempted—as they are not

~ above their Master—let me repeat His

exhortation, * Watch and pray that ye
enter not into temptation.” Watching
the devices of Satan, and our own weak-
ness, will lead us to prayer; and prayer,
when offered in faith, will quench all
the fiery darts of the wicked one.

There is great. danger of entenngmtq,
temptation ; so many deadly influences;
are brought to bearaga.mst; us. The;
spirit of the world will sogn vitiate .the;
Christian’s life, unless he be .constantly:,
on his guard. We mustresist the temp-
tations of the world and the devil, with-
the means. that God has placed within.
our reach. But notwithstanding all our
resistance, temptations will come, and,
at times their pressure will be so great.
upon the sounl, that it will be “in heavi-
ness through manifold temptations.”—
Every child of God knows what this
heaviness is. The Saviour felt it, but
more intensely than others could. It is,
said of Him, that he was ‘ very heavy;”
and He expressed His own feelings on;
this occasion in these words: ‘‘My sonl,
is exceedingly sorrowful, even. unta;
death.” This is not to be wondered at,
for

“ All the swarming hosts of hell
Conspired to tempt God’s only Son.”

God has a special ohject in view when;
He allows heaviness to come upon us..
Manifold temptations do notalways bring.
it. There are times when a flood of!
temptation as little affects the soul, as the;
surging waves the. mighty rock against
which they beat. But we are taught
that “now for a season, if need be, ye-
are in heaviness through manifold temp-
tations; that the trial of your faith, be;
ing much more precious than of gold.
tha,t perisheth, though it be tried with.
fire, might be found unto praise and
honor and glory at the appearing of Je:,
sus Christ.” “Manifold temptations,”
accompanied by heaviness, severely try,
our faith. But, under such circumstan-
ces, we have a great promise to cheer.
us. It is this: “God is faithful, who.
will not suffer you to be tempted above,
that ye are able to bear.” - No, never.
Our ability is always regarded, and the,
temptations duly proportioned. If we.
yield to them, it does not reflect upon.
the sufficiency of God’s grace, but upon-
ourselves.

Some fall into sin, not by doubting
their ability to resist temptation, but by
trying to make a way to escape from it
That is God’s work; for He that has
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said that we shall not be tempted above
that we are able to bear, has also said
that “He will, with the temptation, also
make a way to escape.” We ought al-
ways to watch for God's “way to es-
cape,” which will save us from impa-
tience when no visible deliverance is at
hand. Every temptation should be en-
dured with patience; for ¢ Blessed is
the man that endureth temptation.” He
is blessed with an increase of grace.—
Behold Job, after he has passed through
that fiery trial of his faith! What is
the reward of his patient endurance?
‘Why, he receives ¢twice as much as he
had before.” In like manner does God
deal with Christians in this dispensation.
But if they permit temptations to over-
come them, they gain no strength, but
lose all they had before.

Strong men and women in Christ Je-
sus are they that steadfastly resist the
fiery darts of the ‘wicked one. If we
expect to be eternally saved, we must
endure unto the end. And blessed is
the man that thus endures; “for when
he is tried, he shall receive the crown of
life, which the Lord hath promised to
them that love Him.”

b ——

' KXowLEDGE AND Love.—lt is impos-
gible that the affections should be kept
constant to an object which gives no em-
ployment to the understanding. = The
energies of the intellect, increase of in-
sight, and enlarging views, are necessa-
ry to keep alive the substantial faith in
the heart. They are the appointed fuel
to the sacred fire. In the state of per-
fection, all the other faculties may, per-
haps, be swallowed up in love; but it is
on the wings of the Cherubim—which
the ancient Hebrew doctors interpreted

as meaning the powers and efforts of the

intellect—that we must first be borne up
to the pure empyrean; and it must be
seraphs, and not the hearts of poor mor-
tals, that can burn unfueled and unfed.
“Give me understanding,” exclaimed
the royal Psalmist, ‘and I shall observe
thy law with my whole heart. Teach me
knowledge and good judgment. Thy
commandment is exceeding broad. O
how I love thy law !"— Coleridge.

MY EXPERIENCE.

BY ANNETTE GROVE.

T was converted to God in the winter
of 1852, in the old Methodist Church
at Pekin, N. Y.; and I have never
doubted that my sins were forgiven
at that time. I was very happy in God
for a time; then trials came; and oh,
how my poor soul was tossed about up-
on the billows of life’s tempestuous sea,
like a tempest-driven bark, without an
anchor! At times, I would get to God
and plead with Him to forgive my sins.
He would answer my prayers, and I
would be enabled to rejoice in Him as
a sin-pardoning God. I would then take
courage and go on, walking very care-
fully, hoping to do better. But it only
required a provocation for all my old

passions to manifest themselves again;’

then oh, what condemnation and anguish !

I read the life of Bramwell, and saw
clearly that he enjoyed power ‘with God
I knew nothing of. About this time,
Blder Kmvsley preached a sermon in
our church upon Holiness; and oh, how
my hungry soul feasted upon that ser-
mon! Now I saw clearly what I need-
ed; and oh, how joyfully I went to one
T had placed much confidence in, as a
spiritual teacher, and said, “That is just
what T want; I must have it!” He
turned to me and said, “Be very careful;
that is dangerous ground.” Oh, how
that bright hope that had just begun to
cheer me, faded out, and left me again

to struggle on, sinning and repenting,

and longing for the end!

Things continued about so until the
fall of 1858, when Bro. Roberts wa$
sent to us. Oh, how T had prayed, that
God would send us a man that would
do us good! The Sabbath morning
came for him to preach his first sermon
to us. I was very anxious. He began
to read the Scripture lesson, and oh,
how the power of God was manifested
in the lesson, and in the very expression
of his face! The friend I spoke of sat
beside me. T said, in triumphant joy,
“Now we shall hear something that will
do us good.” He replied. “T shall be
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disappointed if we do, for he is a bad
man; I can't see why they sent him to

us.” Down went my hopes again; but.

only for a few moments. As he began
to talk to us, I felt God was with him,
and for once dared to differ with my
spiritual adviser, feeling confident the
preacher could lead me out of my diffi-
culty. I speak of this only to show how
careful we should be in giving instruc-
tion or advice to young converts. Well,
he dvd do us good. He and Sister Rob-
erts both labored earnestly and faithful-
ly, amid terrible opposition and persecu-
tion,—as those who know anything of
those three stormy years that followed
can testify. 'We had the light as never
before. Many cold, formal professors

- were brought into the liberty of the Gos-

pel of Christ. Many experienced the
blessing of holiness. I, with others,
sought "it, and received glorious light
and liberty. :

I supposed I had obtained the bless-
ing, and rested there with *Nothing
more to wish or to fear.” Soon God
began to lead me out to call after sin-
ners. Now came the trial of the work
upon my heart. He led me to speak to
those, whom of all others I most dread-
ed to approach upon that subject. Oh,
how I trembled, groaned and wept! I
asked myself the question, Can this be
the cross of Christ? Can the yoke of
Christ be easy, and His burden light ?
Then I would go back and examiné my
experience. Was I converted? - Yes;
1 Jnow T was. Was that the blessing
of holiness I experienced? What else
could it be? Then I would quiet my-

- self with the thought, It is the cross,

and T must bear it to satisfy conscience.
But it brought no glory, and I would
feel ashamed to meet the one I had ad-
dressed upon that subject. This was
very trying; but I thought ¢A7s must be
temptation. Oh, how God was trying
to show me what I needed! that it was
the fear of man that was tormenting me.
Oh, how blind I was! This pleased
Satan. He does not care how faithful
we are, if we only will offend in “one
point.” He knows that one point will
keep us out of heaven.

In this state of mind I came to Mich-
igan. I found no religious privileges
here, and was constantly shrinking from
this duty. Soon, darkness came over
my soul. Alternating between hope
and fear, I lived about four years. Then
God took away my sandy foundation,
and showed me I was no better than
other sinners. Oh, how my soul then
cried out for mercy! and between the
hours of nine and twelve o’clock at
night, on the 25th of last June, while
the thunder, lightning, wind and rain
were keeping time to the more fearful
storm raging within my soul, God said,
PEACE, BE sTILL; and there was a great
calm.

Oh, glory to God! Since then, He
has led me very gently, but surely.—
Every day, since that hour, has brought
me nearer to God, until T can reckon
myself indeed dead to sin, and alive
unto God. Hallelujah! I now do not
fear the face of clay. Oh, glory!

I want to say, just here, If we have
awful crosses. be sure Satan has some-
thing to do with it; for the yoke of
Christ #s easy, and His burden zs light.
If it is more than our meat or drink to
do the will of God, whence the awful
burden? We may offer sacrifices that
cost us something. We may find. daily,
some way by which we may deny our-
selves for the glory of God. But is
this a burden hard to be borne? I do
not see it so.

Now my heart goes out in gratitude
to God, for His wonderful goodness to
me during those years of rebellion and
darkness: I shall never cease praising
Him for keeping me from falling into
open sin, surrounded. as I was, by al-
most every kind of temptation. Oh,
my Father, my loving Father! how I
love Thee! Like as a father pitieth his
frail, helpless child, so tender is my
Father of me. Praise Him, oh my
soul ! :

G ithdgeg g

Exjoy' the blessings of this day if
God sends them; and the evils bear
patiently and sweetly. For this day
only is ours: we are dead to yes-
terday, and we are not born to-morrow.
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WHAT DO I BELIEVE WHEN I
PRAY?
BY REV. D. B. DODGE.

“ BELIEVE when I pray! WhatdoI
believe when I pray? Why, I don’t
know. I confess, I have.not thought
much of this faith in prayer. When I
pray, I just get down and pray. It is
true, I am terribly troubled with wan-
dering thoughts, and suggestions of al-
most everything; and, I own, when
through praying, if put on oath, I could
scarcely commonly remember anything

I asked for.”

“ Why, then, do you pray ?”

“Why, you see I am a member of
the church, and looked upon by the world
as a religious man. I must pray to sus-
tain my character. If I left off prayer,
my character would go down. If the
world learned that I did not pray, what
would my religious pretensions go for?

“ Again: sometimes I get into some
very close places. Iam threatened with
& fever, or death impends over my fam-
ily or friends. In these cases, I go to
my knees. I beseech God to save my
life and theirs. I don’t feel ready just
now to die; and I cannot bear the tho't
of losing dear ones.”

“Not if it is Gop’s wiLL ?

“QOh, don’t talk so! I never like to
think of that. Sometimes I see disas-
ter ahead in business, somebody is likely
to fail ~—1I shall lose thousands. Over
this T go to God. I confess my wander-
ings, and promise, if He will overrule,
I will amend, for the future. I see it
safely in the distance; then forget my
vows to God, and take another plunge
into the world.

* But, generally, I pray to silence my
conscience. If I pass a few days with-
out prayer, conscience lashes my soul
awfully, I find no possible way to quiet
it but go and pray. If conscience had
not goaded me so, I should have given
up prayer long ago. I never loved it.
Between prayer and the stings of con-
science, ‘as the least of two evils, I
choose prayer.

“You ask me why I commonlypray.

These are the reasons. You ask what.
I believe when I pray. This is a novel.
idea to me; still, I must confess I do
not believe anything,”

I bade the church-member, Good
morning, and passed on. I meta sister.
She had recently united with the church, .
I said to her,

“What do you believe when you

?17

“Believe! Believe! Oh, I have. .
thought a great deal of that word of late.

I fear I know little of what it means.
The subjects of “Prevailing” or-“ In-
effectual ” prayer greatly perplex me. I
know that faith enters, in some way, into
true prayer; but just how, I cannot

tell.” .

I suggested: “Do you believe God.r-
HEARS?”

“QOh, yes.

“Do you believe He is ABLE to give -
you the blessing you ask?”

“Certainly.”

“Do you believe He is wiLLING to do,
it?”

Here she pansed. In a moment,
however; she replied, “I believe God is,
willing to grant me anything which He,
has said in the Bible He is willing to
give His children. In regard to things.
not mentioned or promised in the Bible,

I am at a loss to know whether they are
according to the will of God or not.”

#“'Well, laying this last class of ob:. .
jects aside, look at those things ‘prom-
ised.” Do you believe, when you ask
God to fulfill one of His promises, that
He is willing to do it?”

“ Most certamly I do. If not, why
did He make the promise.?”

“In.regard to THESE blessings, then,-
you believe that God HEARS, iS ABLE,
and iS WILLING, do you?”

ST do=!

“Then I suppose, when you rise from
youi knees, after pleading a promise,
you expect to recezve what you asked.”

- She bit her lips, and cast down her

eyes. ‘‘‘Ewpect to recetve’! What
do you mean by this? I never looked
at prayer in this way.”

“What I mean is simply, that with-
out expecting to receive, your prayer is




ONE BY ONE.: 15

good for nothing. Does notGod say in
James, speaking of the gift of wisdom,

~ that the one who asks, must ask in faith.

nothing wavering, and if he wavers he
shall receive nothing ?”

“Thatis just what I have been think-
ing of,” she said. “But my distress
arose from this: W hat am I to believe?
The first question you asked me, was,
¢ What do you believe when you pray?’
I know faith is necessary to true prayer.
I know that I must believe something;
but what? I told you when I prayed,
I believed God Aeard; that He was able
and willing to fulfill His promises.

* But, believing all this, I have prayed
months, and have not received the spir-
itual blessings I have asked, although
they are most-plainly promised in God’s
Word. Iask, but do not receive; and
because I do not, my soul is assailed
with all the darts of the devil. My
spiritual distress is sometimes unendu-
rable. Oh, that I might get the ques-
tion answered, ‘What am I to believe
when I pray ?'!” :

I drew forth my pocket Testament,
and silently turned to the eleventh chap-
ter of Mark, verse 24th, *Therefore I
say unto you, what things soever ye de-
sire, when ye pray, BELIEVE THAT YE
RECEIVE THEM, and YE SHALL HAVE
reEM.”

This T showed her. -After a moment
she exclaimed, ‘“How wonderful! I
never saw this before. I have read this
many times. I see it now. I am not
only to believe God hears me, that He
is able and willing, but TEAT HE WILL.
Oh, this is it! ‘Believe that ye receive,
and ye shall have’ How strangely
clear it seems|”

In a few days, I met her. - Her first
words were, ‘‘Oh, how good is God |—
How dear is Jesus! How I love the
blessed Saviour! From that interview,
I went directly home, and repeated my
accustomed prayer for spiritual illumi-
nation, and the love of God to be shed
through my soul by the Holy Ghost. I
knew this was the will of God, for the
Bible taught it. And then I believed.
Yes, T believed. And glory be to God!
He filled my soul with His priceless

blessing. I'am aware that God might
justly have withholden the blessing a
time, to try’ my faith. In some cases;
He does this. But—bless His name !
—while T was yet speaking, He came.”

** How I had longed for the coming of God!

And sought Him by prayer, and searching His Word ;
With watching and fasting my soul was oppressed,
Nor wonld it give over till Jesus had blessed.

The tokens of mercy at length did appear—
According to promise He answered my prayer;
And glory was opened in floods on my soul,
Salvation, from Jesus, did mightily roll.”

My dear brother or sister reader, I
put to you the question: ‘* What do you
believe when you pray?” *Ask and
ye shall receive, that your joy may be:
full.” ‘Believe that ye receive.”

————————
ONE BY ONE.

ORE by one the sands are flowing,
One by one the moments fall ;

Some are coming, some are going,—
Do not strive to grasp them all.

One by one the duties wait thee—
Let thy whole strength go to each;
Let no future dream elate thee—
Learn thou first what these can teach.

One by one, (bright gifts from Heaven,)
Joys are sent thee here below;

Take them readily when given,
Ready, too, to let them go.

One by one thy griefs will meet thee,
Do not fear an armed band ;

One will fade as others greet thee—
Shadow passing through the land.

Do not look at life’s long sorrow,
See how small each moment’s pain;
God will help thee, for to-morrow
Every day begins again.

Every hour that fleets too slowly,
Hasg its tasks to do or bear;
Luminous the crown, and holy,
If thou set each gem with care,

Do not linger with regretting,
Or for passing hours despond ;

Nor, in the daily toil forgetting,
- Look too eagerly beyond.

Hours are golden links, God’s token,
Reaching Heaven ; but, one by one

Take them, lest the chain be broken,
Ere thy pilgrimage is done.
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OBEYING GOD.

BY REV. G. W, MARCELLUS.

TeERE is no salvation, no heaven
without it. There cannot be any real
trust nor faith without obedience to God.
It easy to exercise faith if we obey.
Perfect faith and perfect obedience are
inseparable. A weak and wavering
faith is the result of hesitating to obey.
Faith is not the result of tnvoluniary,
- but voluntary obedience; for the latter
is alone acceptable to God. Entire and
perfect obedience, implies perfect sub-
mission in all respects to authority.—
Therefore, it requires constant and com-
plete obedience to do what is implied in
the words, “Thy will be done in earth
as it is done in heaven.”

They that obey God know God. Be-
_ cause God reveals Himself specially to
those that fear Him. - ‘“The secret of
the Lord is with them that fear Him.”
The glorious fact is revealed to them
that God, in the person of His Son, is
their present Saviour. For “God, who
is the Saviour of all men,” is, “ specially
of them that believe.” Thev that obey
shall know of the doctrine. “If any
man will do His will [obey the Lord],
he shall know the doctrine,”—the doc-
trine of faith and the witness of the
Spirit. For, “as many as received Him
to them, gave He power to become the
sons of God, even to them that believe
on His name.” That is, “as many” as
receive Christ, with- all the command-
ments and obey them fully, they and
they only have the witness of the Spirit.
John shows the connection between
obeying God and knowing Him. ‘““And
hereby we do know [this is the witness
of the Spirit,] that we know Him, [by
a happy and glorious experience, | if we
keep His commandments.” “He that
saith, T know Him, [7. e, I am a Chris-
tian,] and keepeth not His command-
ments, is a liar, and the truth is not in
him.ﬂ

Dear reader, do you obey the Lord
by keeping His commandments ? Panse,
look the ground over carefully, for the
commandments of God stand opposed

to all sin—sin of thought, of motive,
and of action. There is just one way,
and only one way, to keep them; hut
there are are a thousand ways in which
they may be broken. Let us call your
attention to two or three of them. And,

First—Do you keep the Sabbath day
holy? Do you visit, or allow visitors at
your house, on the Lord’s day? Do
you not call upon your friends or “kin-
folks,” just for a pastime? If you call
upon the sick, to minister to their wants,
that will be noht. But the circumstan-
ces are very fow wherein one is excusa-
ble on any other consideration. Do yon
visit at church, before or after service ?
in the hall, vestibule, or pew ? Perhaps
you have been thinking, during the week,
I want to see such persons; I have
something to tell them; I must be sure
and see them,—if I do not, I shall have

to go to their house during the week.— -

Thus making the Sabbath and-its ordi-
nances an occasion of advantage. This
is not keeping the Sabbath-holy. Do
you send or carry your children, on the
Sabbath, to the place where they go to
school during the week? Can youmake
a practice of this and be justified? I
think not. Let ugall “Remember the
Sabbath day to keep it holy.”
Second—Do you obey God by keeping
the ninth commandment? Which is—
‘“Thou shalt not bear false witness.”—
This not only prohibits perjury, but all
whispering, tale-bearing, slander, and
calumny. It forbids all that may be
told that has a tendency, directly or in-
directly, to injure another in his goods,
person, or character,—suppressing the
truth, by which a person may be de-
franded of his property or his good name,”
or lie under injuries or disabilities, which
a discovery of the truth would have pre-
vented. This is certainly a great crime.
Reader, dost thou speak evil of any one ?
Then thou art in danger of hell. The
commandment is, “Speak evil of no
man.” May we remember, that “Death
and life are in the power of the tongue.”
May our prayer ever be: ‘O Lord, set
a watch before my mouth; keep the
door of my lips.” Jesus says, “If ye
love me, keep [all] my commandments.”
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TYRANNY OF TOBACCO.

BY REV. R. V. LAWRENCE.

How strange that tobacco-users should
so generally forget other people’s rights!
After a sick night recently, I got inte a
railway car to go home, having been
away from home trying to save souls.
Upon sitting down in the seat selected,
I saw a great quid of tobacco spread
over the floor at my feet, in the midst
of puddles of spittle. I commeonly avoid
such a seat at any time; but, feelingas
T did then, I left that place tolerably
quick.

If T did chew tobacco, I would neither
spit on other people, nor leave it where
they would get into it.

‘While suffering one day with nervous
headache, I went out on the street for
fresh air. T soon found a man on the
walk, before me, smoking a miserable
cigar. The smoke made my head swim
again. I rushed past the smoker, to get
rid of the nuisance. . But I found an-
other tobacco-chimney before me, and
rushed by him in like manner, only to
find another, belching smoke like a vol-
cano, just ahead. It then seemed to
me that a curtain of tobacco smoke rest-
ed down on the whole city. I at once
raised the question in my mind, Wheth-
er a man with nervous headache, had
any street rights that smokers were
bound to respect? »

I then remembered that in some New
England town, a municipal law forbade
smoking on the streets. I longed to be
there.

I went into the State House one day,
to look at the law-makers of the State
of New Jersey. I arrived a few min-
utes before the time for opening. About
one-fourth of the members present were
smoking, and the chamber was filled
with the sickening odors common to a
crowded and heated room. It was a
nice place! a likely fountain for pure
laws! The ladies were there, too, to
see the gallant legislators, and-to smell
the smoke.

I was at a select meeting of temper-
ance men—many of them men of mark.

.| meeting.

It was an occasion of interest. I asked
a minister present, How he enjoyed the
“Very well,” said he; “ex-
cept that the man next to me on my right -
stunk so of tobacco that it made me
sick. All that right side of me is sick
now.” The man was temperate about
rum, but intemperate in the use of to-
bacco.

‘Well, this is a free country ; of course
itis. Your smoker and chewer has a
right to smoke and spit when he chooses.
Bunker Hill and Monmouth stand good
for that.

But what becomes of our rights not
to be smoked brown and sick, and spit
upon besides? Don’t Bunker Hill and
Monmouth work that way too? And
what if a man does his smoking at home,
and then brings his smoke-dried carcass,
wrapped in well smoked clothes, and
sits down by you in church, or in a .
car-seat? Must you endure, even to
nausea ?

Can neither the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, nor the Golden Rule, do any-
thing for you? Is this such a free coun-
try, that everybody has the right to take
your rights away ?

It is consoling, that there will be no
smoking or chewing in heaven. Thank
God for that! But what is to become
of those who smoke and spit the saints
half to death while on earth? Will the
smoking-car take them through the Gates
of Pearl into the Celestial City ? And
if so, what will they do for tobacco?
t“for there shall not enter into it any-
thing that defileth.” But that is their
business—not mine. I am not to be
tormented with smoke and juice any

- more.

B

Puriry, — BAcKsLIDING.— Cornelius
turned to God in the army ; and the sons
of Eli followed after Satan in the temple.
Domitian and Marcus Antoninus filled
the same throne, where the one astonished
the universe by his wickedness, the other
by his virtue. The treasurer of the
queen of Ethiopia was converted in the
vanity of a heathen court, while Judas
went astray in the company of the apos-
tles and of Christ.—F'letcher.
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TO THE OVERCOMERS.

BY NEWMAN CHAMBERLAIN,

If we are to be kings, we ougkt to
conduct ourselves with reference to the
positions of exaltation which we expect

-to0 occupy. If we have been anointed
to share in the sublime adjudications of
the world to come, we should exhibit a
corresponding bearing; and study, labor,
and pray to be filled with that spirit of
truthfulness, wisdom, justice, and: har-
mony with the mind of God, which alone
can qualify us for duties so responsible
and sublime. People who expect to be
judges, dare not spend their years of
-preparation in idleness, or waste their
time upon perishing-and useless trifles.
They must be diligent in their search
into the principles of right and truth.—
They must be earnest in bringing them-
selves under a proper discipline, to be
able calmly to hear and weigh causes,
and to decide them righteously. They
need wisdom, and training, and culture,
which can only be obtained by long,
faithful, and laborious application.

And how much more is it needful to
be instructed, trained, and exercised in
righteousness. to be fitted to participate
in those sublime administrations, for
which the saints are destined! Letus,
then, go away from this subject; resolved
to work and pray and study as we never
hitherto have done. Let us show, by
our way of using this world, thatwe do
really regard it as the mere temporary

scene of preparation for judgeshipsand |

kinghoods in the world to come. Let
ts deal with its poor honors and posses-
sions, not as things in which to locate
our affections; or<te—seek our portion;
but as the mere, perishable scaffoldings
by which to monnt up to far sublimer
~dignities, which are to endure forever.
And as there are eternal princedoms
placed within our reach, let us ever press
forward to them, and see to it, above all
things; that we do not let them slip.
And unto Him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in His own
blood, and has engaged to make us kings
and priests, unto God, even the Father,

to Him be glory and dominion, for ever
and ever. Amen.

“ Wherefore, ” saith Paul—and this is
my closing appeal to you all—*seeing
we: also: are compassed- about with so
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay
aside every weight, and : the. sin which
doth so easily beset us; and let us run
with patience the Tace that is set before
us,” looking neither to-the right hand nor
to the left; -but *looking unto Jesus, the
Axuthor and finisher of our faith, who,
for the joy that was set-before him, en-
dured the :cross, despising the shame,”
going straight forward, meeting unflinch-
ingly the duties and dangers of the way,
finally braving-death itself, and is now
set.down, in reward for his fidelity, at
the right hand of the throne of God.—
May His be our example, our victory,
and our reward. %

It is with a broken heart and a con-
trite spirit, that I accept the great sacri-
fice—the Son of God—to save me from
a burning kell, and His blood that eleans-
es from all sin. God has placed a life
in my soul that will live on and on,—
that will grow brighter and brighter,
clearer and clearer, as long as eternity
endures. All is brightness and glory
for the future. Praise God for Jesus,’
who is my inseparable life! Praise God
for: the honors, the crowns, the palms,
the blood-washed throng, that await those
that overcome the world, the flesh, and
sin. Hallelujah! Praise God for alook
into the upper world of glory !

—_——————

“Pray witHOUT CEASING.”—Prayer
is the heart’s sincere desire;” “The
language of the soul to its God.” The
Christian heart is a living fountain from
which prayer and praise never cease to
flow. He is not wholly given up to
God, who does not pray without ceasing.
Not that. the Christian must be always
on his knees, with hands extended to-
ward heaven, crying, Father! Father!
But the desire of his heart; for God and
Glory, and the coming of Christ's King-
dom, is as constant as a mighty river,
moving onward to its ocean bed. D.

Cooperstown, Pa.
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THE WORK AND THE WAY.

MiINISTERIAL gifts are not bestowed
upon a slumbering, lnkewarm, and world-
ly Church. And suppose they were be-
stowed, of what value would they be
“either to you or to others, if you are sur-
‘rendered up to the lusts of the flesh, the
lusts of the eye, and the pride of life ?
The ministry can only labor successfully
‘ag'you labor with them. If you then
really desire to witness the triumph of
“the cause of the Redeemer, you must
begin to live a holy, self-denying life.—
You men of wealth must cease from ac-
cumulation; and devote, not- only your
property but yourselves to the work of
the Liord. You men in active business,
must be content to accumulate less rap-
idly, that you may have more of your
time to consecrate to the salvation of
men. Ye who, professing obedience to

Christ, and are yet living in subjection
~to the maxims of the world, eagerly
chasing its frivolities, and teaching the

lesson to your children, must commence

- a life of godly simplicity and Christian
“self-denial.  Every disciple, by his mode
of life, must show that he is not of the
world, even as Christ is not of the world.
‘When ministers and people thus begin
to labor in earnest for Christ, we shall
witness results such as the ages have
not yet seen.

The nineteenth-century since the ad-
vent of Christ is now half completed,
and the world still lieth in wickedness:
It is high time that the heathen were
“given to Christ for His inheritance, and
the uttermost parts of the earth for His
possession. Never, from the beginning,
have the disciples of Christ enjoyed such

~ advantages for the universal -dissemina-
tion of the Gospel, as at present. Let

- us, then, go up and possess the land, for’

we are well able to overcome it. Noth-
ing is now wanting-to subdue the world
- unto Christ, but the universal and earn-
est, self-sacrificing work of His disciples,
in firm reliance upon the Spirit from on
“high.— Wayland.
———.‘.‘—-—
Tue memory of good -actions is the
starlight of the soul. :

MILTON’S PRAYER OF PATIENCE.

I Am old and blind !
Men point at me as smitten by God’s frown;
Afflicted, and deserted of my kind,

Yet I am not cast down.

I am weak, yet strong;

I murmur not that I no longer see—

Poor, old, and helpless, I the more belong,
Father Supreme; to Thee.

All Merciful One! -
‘When men are furthest, then art Thou most
near; [shun,
When friends pass by, my weaknesses to
Thy chariot I hear.

Thy glorious face
Is leaning toward me, and its holy light
Shines in upon my lonely dwelling-place,
And there is no more night.

On my bended knee
I recognize Thy purpose, clearly shown—
My vision Thou hast dimm’d that I may see
Thyself—Thyself alone!

I have nanght to fear;
This darkness is the shadow of thy wing :
Beneath it I am bound and sacred—here
Can come no evil thing. -

Oh! I seem to stand
Trembling, where foot of mortal ne’er hatg
en,
‘Wrapped in that radiance from the sinless
‘Which eye hath never seen.

Visions come and go;
Shapes of resplendent beauty ‘round me
throng ;

ng ;
From Angel lips I seem to hear the flow
Of soft and holy song.

’Tis nothing now,
‘When Heaven is opening on my sightless
eyes,
‘When airs from Paradise refresh my brow,
That earth in darkness lies.

In a purer clime,
My being fills with rapture; waves of tho’t
Roll in upon my spirit; strains sublime
Break over me unsought.

Give me now my lyre!
I feel the stirrings of a gift divine!
Within my bosom glows unearthly fire,
Lit by no skill of mine!
—Mrs. Lloyd.
—————
Tae most lovely in the sight of God
is'that tenderness of spirit which fears

before the Liord always.
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TESTIMONY OF REV. B. POME-
ROY,

At Rounp Lake Camp-MEETING,
Sepr. 7, 1870.

Reported by Rev. L. N. BEAuDry; Corrected and
Explained by the Author.

As there are diversities of operations
by the same Spirit, we need caution our-
selves against sefting up any particular
experience as the test operations either
for ourselves or others. Evidently it is
the work of the Holy Ghost, to produce
poverty of spirit, as well as joyfulness.

Sometimes I feel poor—very poor.—
It is natural for any one to feel thus
when he stands in comparison with his

" superiors. I do not attribute this to the
Spirit. There is also a supernatural
feeling of poverty, produced by a sense
of God’s holiness and our own unworthi-
ness, in which, at times, we abhor our-
selves in dust and ashes. Both these

kinds of poeverty I am acquainted with.
But at present I feel wonderful well,—
was too happy last night to sleep,—am
in a very serene and restful state this

morning,—am where I run no risks.—
Oh, how safe! The Lord takes all the
risks when I obey Him, and takes me
along with them. ;

Soon after coming into this meeting,
I seemed to hear about the prophetic
altars— the snapping of tongs for live
coals. I made up my mind that hearts
and tongues were to be touched with fire.
For there are a company of God’s tried
and true ones present, who can be trust-
ed with rare enjowments. They are the
*holy unconquerables, who will contend
for a triumph at this meeting or make a
fuss about it.

This meeting cannot be diverted into
a pleasant, pic-nic affair. This is a field
of conflict, where the battles of the Lord
are to be waged. And here are the
earnest contenders for the truth, who are
used to warring not only against princi-
palities and powers, but against pride
and formalities in high places. It is
true, they do not appear much by human
calculation, neither did the five stones
and sling in ancient times. Their want

of show, their meek demeanor and low-
Iiness of spirit, is what indicates the
hiding of God’s power; they seem so
hid away, and especially so, just before
the emergencies come on—how weak,
how small they look and feell but when
the Spirit wields them, look out for the
reeling Goliaths. These are they throngh
whom God hurts badness and bruises
Satan’s head.

Brethren, we must have a triumph for
truth and God at this meeting; and we
shall. We see the trinmph—not from
afar; we feel it near. I almost hear
the jingle of armor-buckles now, as if
God were about-to gird the elect with
the panoply of Heaven.

Although I have had but little rest
since May—having been in nine States,
and not abating my labors through the
excessive heat of this season; yet I
seem to feel the battle and triumph and
grandeur of a thousand years in me to-
day. Yes; through the grace of God,
there is that in some of these saints
which a thousand years could not mas-
ter. What, shall we talk about going
to Heaven now? Then, if the old suf-
ferers for truth and righteousness were
to ask us why we came there so soon,
what could we say? Old as I am and
half worn out, it would seem premature
to die now. :

Even this unworthy one, is worth too
much for this world to go to Heaven yet.
I cannot afford it, or at least the small-
ness of my fature reward would hardly
admit of closing up my labors and suf-
fermgs so soon. The Lord cannot af-
ford it. He has borne too long with me,
and expended too much on me, with but ¢
little returns. And I feel it, perhaps,
more and more, that I have been un-
profitable. The Lord seems determined
to better the case, rather than call it a
failure. Amen!

But let the thousand years roll on.—
Yes, let the Infinite have a long chance
in His experiment with littleness.

But a little more on this diversity of
operations. A brother at Hamilton
meeting exclaimed, “I feel sweet, don’t .
you, brother Pomeroy ?” I don’t know
what that means. “No,” replied a sis-
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pat

ter, standing by, ‘“he feels grand.’—
. Sweet seems too small and lame a word
to apply to great emotions surging the
“soul ; it belongs to babies and flowers.
T have times of feeling meek and
comely and smooth—somewhat as a rain-
bow looks; but I don’t know anything
about sweet. Let those who do, be
thankfal that it is not sour. At other
times, I feel ashamed of my blunders
and mistakes,—ashamed even of my
clothes, and my voice, and everything
that belongs to me. How contemptible
I seem to myself!—almost wish I were
not so large—so tall. My bady is the
hypocrite of me—it shows altogether
too much.

My feelings remind me of that angel
standing before the Throne, with bowed
head and drooping wings,—or rather,
when with twain he covered his face,
and with twain he covered his feet.—

~ +Such a sense of worthlessness and infe-

riority ! Twish T could hide away under
wings, or something else, to be out of
sight.

This experience is generally the pre-
Iude to that state of mind, which might
be represented by that same angel, with
all his six wings spread for a majestic
sweep.

How sublime—how grand! How
lifted up into a princely, reigning attitude

, of soul! - Tt is then that the moon comes
under our feet as we sing. Let no one
call this fanaticism; for it is the experi-
ence of olden times; it is that which
used to mount up on wings as eagles.

But generally, when the Holy One
breathes on me, it imparts a kind of fire,
—1I feel all astir,—feel full of lightning,
as it were. It sets me moving. There
comes into me a spirit of daring aggres-
giveness, as if authorized to command
the  powers of hell to stand back, for
conquering Messiah to come through.—
This is the spirit which plants the stand-
ard in regions beyond,—putting down
the stakes and drawing the kingdom
lines farther out into the world of death
and darkness. Brethren, this is the
same thing which made one think he
could leap over a wall and run through
a troop,—which once exclaimed, ‘“thro’

God I can do valiantly.” This is one
of the blessings which avails for the
good of a lost world.

Oh, that we could learn more and

more to retain, and prize that blessing,
which brings with it the spirit of holy
work and holy suffering, by which, with
pleasure we forego present ease and
rest and self-aggrandizement, in behalf
of the everlasting welfare'of others.
* We can wait a little for our rest and
final triumph. A shout may be post-
poned, but brands on fire must be
quenched quick.

O ye professed followers of the Lamb,
who are so tempted to choose your good
things in this life,—who spend so much
money for show and aristocracy,—who
are giving your life for things which per-
ish with the using: do come forth with
your money and all, and by Divine aid,
make a strike that shall tell on the com-
ing ages. Do not let this great oppor-
tunity of probation slip, and leave you
at last only as the flower of the field,
and as the grass that withereth.

Your opportunities and days are few;’
the work of eternity is crowded into an
inch of time—a moment’s space!

And ye faithful workers together with
God, work on! by labors, sacrifices, and
sufferings, if need be; so holy—so Je-
sus-like—make yourselves worthy of the
brotherhood of martyrs, putting immor-
tality into your debt. Go out of this
world -so empty-handed—so worn and
wasted for a lost world—as shall settle
your right to glorification beforehand.

Or, if this is too much to hope for, at
least postpone your heaven of ease, of
rest, and grand parade, till coronation-
day; when the final, ““Come, ye bless-
ed,” shall settle your princely pedigree,
and put you into joint héirship, with
Jesus Christ, to the wealth of the Uni-
verse! ;

Oh, that I could encourage the few,
who sigh and ery for the abominations
which are committed in the land, to wait
a little longer,—yes, work and wait:

** So that each, in the day
Of His coming, may say,”
I have finished the work thou gavest
me to do.
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REAL BAPTISMS OF THE HOLY
GHOST DISCERNED. -

BY REV. D. B. DODGE.

‘WHAT is a baptism of the Holy
Ghost? That there is such a thing we
know. Some of its effects we know.
How it may be secured we know.

Vagueness in many minds respect-
ing this subject, is a fruitful source of
delusion. Not knowing the precise na-
ture of baptisms of the Holy Ghost they
regard genuine certain tides “and bursts of
feeling which have no Holy Ghost in
~ them. They regard spurious some gen-
- uine outpourings of the Spirit. Their

ignorance occasions themselves much
trouble, and sadness to many fellow-
Christians. Let us examine the ques-
tions—what is not—what is—a genuine
baptism of the Holy Ghost.

1. The loss of bodily strength by
deep emotion s not sure evidence of
such baptism.

In the time of the Revolution a man
was set to ring the bell—thus announc-
ing the enemy’s surrender. When the
intelligence came he was so overcome
that his strength instantly gave way.
He sank to the ground, and, under this
unnatural excitement, died. Here was
no Holy Ghost. These wonderful bodi-
ly effects were caused simply by politi-
cal news, in which he was deeply inter-
ested.

I read of a case of a lady who had
been, for weeks, " unutterably anxious
for the salvation of her son. One night
“he went to an inquiry-meeting. His
mother remained at home praying: for
him. There he - found the Saviour.
On entering the house he told his mother
that he was saved. She saw the change
in him—his brightened eye, elastic step,
buoyant spirits. She saw that it was
true, and was so overcome by her feel-
ings that she sunk to the floor. But
her emotious were too strong to be con-
tained in this mortal body.. Her soul
burst its earthly house and in a few
moments’ she was with those * before
the throne.”

Hundreds of other cases are on re-

cord, in which not only bodily strength
has departed, but Zife has been taken
through strong emotion. Yet in this
emotion the Holy Ghost was not. He .
did not cause it. It is, therefore, plain,
that the loss of bodlly strength under
deep emotion is not sure evidence of a
baptism of the Holy Spirit. Under real
baptisms of the Spirit bodily strength is
often taken entirely away. But the
mere loss of strength is not sure evi-
dence of such baptism.

2. Emction - which is not caused by
clear views of spiritual truth is not evi-
dence of a baptism of the Spirit.

Much emotion, among professors of
religion, does not result from the mind’s
being enlightened to see spiritual things.
Nothing is more true or better known,
than that the human soul, in its present
condition, is strongly inclined to excite-
ment

I am not now arguing agamnst strong -
emotioh. God forbid. I believe in it.
God has it. Angels have it. True
saints have it. Read the Psalms. I
speak of spurious-emotion, or that which
arises from a different cause from that
producing it in angels and in God.

There is a tendency in man, with his
physically depraved constitntion, to ‘fly
off like a tangent at most any thing.
This is true of some individuals more
than of others. One man beholds a wound
and blood, and faints Another looks un- -
movedly on. Some are carried by an
eloquent preacher wheresoever he wills.
Others sit it out like stoics, almost, or
entirely unaffected. Let a person break
out in meeting with weeping and earnest -
cries for mercy, a thrill like lightning
pierces many hearts. - However much
the seeker for mercy may be under the
influences of the Spirit, there is not
necessarily any Holy Spirit in the strong
feelings aroused in those witnessing the
scené. This may be only the natural
sympathy, on the arousing of deep feel:
ing by virtue of a natural sympathy of
heart with heart, on seeing another in
distress. Now, let this go on. Let the
weeping become more profuse,—the

cries more earnest and agonizing.

Probably some other persons will be so
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affected that they will cry out too; oth-
ers will faint and swoon away. Some,
perhaps, suppose that this tempest of
emotion is sure evidence of a general
descent of the Holy Ghost. But, in
fact, it is no evidence that any beside
the first person is under the influence of
the Holy Ghost at all. And, perhaps,
the first mamfestatmn of feeling was
caused by the person’s gwn imaginings,
in a morbid state of mind, or body.

Let me not be misunderstood. Think
not that persons under the influence of
the Holy Ghost do not cry out some-
times in meeting. Surely on Pente-
cost, it was so, when the air was startled
with the agonizing cry: ‘“Men and
brethren, what shall we do?” I only
wish to set right a common delusion
that great bursts of feeling in connec-
tion with religion are wnfallibly caused
by the Holy Ghost. In many cases all
this results from natural causes, and
can thus easily be accounted for. There
is no bringing before the soul, in clear
light, spiritual truths. The intellect is
all dark, at the same time emotion rises
and rushes like a torrent. There is no
Holy Ghost in this. I repeat:—emo-
tion which is not caused by views of
religious truth is not evidence of a bap-
tism of the Spirit.

3. In those who have right hearts,
emotion which is caused by enlighten-
ment of mind and the presentation to
" it, of spiritnal truth, is infallible evi-
dence of a baptism of the Holy Ghost.

The emotion may be little or much,
feeble or tempestuous. The question
is: Whence is it? Was it caused by
something which appealed to one or all
of the senses? or by truth brought be-
fore the mind? There are two elements
in a baptism of the Spirit,—an enlighten-
ment of mind—a presentation of truth,
previously seen dimly or entirely un-
seen. Under this influence the mind
is intensely engaged. It is a natural
law of the human soul that thought
awakens emotion. Objects appealing
to the senses awaken it too. The point
is: from which of these two sources
does your emotion spring?

Intense thought causes intense emo-

tion. Intense thought on subjects natu-
rally exciting, as all religious truths are,
produces very intense emotion. But
“the natural man discerneth not the
things of the Spirit.” Secriptural truth
is not clearly visible to the mind not
under the influences of the Spirit. If
seen at all, trnths must be viewed un-
der the Spirit’s illumination.

SEEING spiritual things is a condition
of emotion on those subjects. Without
an enlichtenment, or which is the same
thing, an anointing or baptism of the
Holy Ghost, the human soul never ob-
tains such views of spiritual truths as
cause emotion.

The “natural man” is excited on
worldly subjects, he is tremblingly
alive to them. Toward spiritual ob-
jects he is profoundly dead.

‘While worldly things seem reasona-
ble and clear to him, spiritual things
are foolishness and indistinctness. The
“God of this world has blinded his
eyes.”

Looking at this® subject in its true
light, many of my dear readers will
probably see that they have been bap-
tised by the Spirit many times. You
have had your minds enlightened in the
time of prayer, or meditation, or at some
seemingly most unlikely season. Your
soul has looked through the Zetter upon
the reality of truth. It may be the con-
dition of sinners, was the truth you saw.
Your soul was filled with anguish. It
may be you saw some part of the char-
acter of God. Immediately your soul
leaped toward him with intensest love.
O this is blessed! ¢Flesh and blood
hath not revealed it unto thee, but my
Father which is in heaven.”

In case of ome whose heart is right,
emotion resulting from clear seeing of
religious emotion, s sure evidence of the
present anointing of the Spirit. The
emotion may be a gentle breeze, just
stirring the soul, or a ‘“mighty rushing
Winill

Next month, God willing, I will write
of the MANNER IN WHICH THE HoLy
SPIRIT COMES.

Cazisr is ready to receive you.
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EXPERIENCE.

BY EBER BRADLY.

I Love God with all my heart. Jesus
Christ maketh me whole. Praise His
name. My Master is my shepherd, my
all. His Spirit witnesseth with my
spirit, and all fear has vanished before
the perfect love of Jesus. And the
same “King eternal, immortal, invisi-
ble,” impresses His will as my duty,—
and prompts me ‘to doit, and “TI will
not fear what man can do unto me.” I
‘have counted the cost, and: all is well.
I have lost the desire for praise of men.
I am willing to suffer as well as to do
His will. Many years I reposed ina
Church Aome, and was rocked in the
cradle of carnal security, and in return
did the same service blindly. I was
always ready to speak, and pray, and
pay the preachers, and would not have
the meetings go down, holding the
‘Church, (sa called) higher than Christ.
Knew how to speak and pray so as not
to hit nor hurt any body, especially a
church member.

Nearly thirty years of my life went
smoothly on, full of speculations and
efforts to’lay up treasures on earth. I
used tobacco and other indulgencies. I
was groping for the new and living way.
I loved God's holy word. I read it
searched it, and at times hungered and
thirsted after righteousness, but - fol-
lowed in the popular wake. I felt the
need of another prop and united with
a secret society, and still there was a
void and gnawing hunger. About two
" years since, God by His own means
(more faithful ambassadors) and His
Spirit aroused me. T awoke. God be
praised. I found Him of whom Moses
and the Prophets did write, and became
as foolish as the Samaritan woman who
left her pitcher at the well, and ran into
the streets preaching Jesus. Though
the good brothers and sisters have
rocked more intently than ever, and ad-
ministered their cordials. My blessed
-Jesus has kept me in His arms. Oh!
how I love Him. I have slept long
enough. T trust Jesus. The props are

all knocked out. I stand on the Rock.
I am hid with Christ. He is my Cap-
tain and King, High Priest, and Mas-
ter. I have no continuing city. I
seek one to come; a way-faring pil-
grim—a soldier of the glorious cross.
I turn my back upon the flesh-pots of
Egypt, and the wonderful variety of
allurements, and the vain pomp and
show of a fashionable Church. But
for the power of the Holy Spirit a sol-
dier would faint, get weary, trying to
stem the tidé of such formidable in-
ventions, indulgencies and superfluities.
They are contrary to God’s word and
will, thongh sanctioned by the popular .
priesthood and church authorities, un-
der the plea that times change, and
God’s cause must be made attractive
by way of keeping up with the carnal
age. God said, His gospel “is the
power of God unto every one that be-
lieveth.” TIam not ashamed of the gos-
pel of Jesus. There is danger of even
looking back towards the broad way.
Remember Lot's wife. Fellow-soldiers,
let us keep our eyes on the mark of the
prize. The power of the gospel is able
to level down the highest mountains,
and strongest walls of sectarianism,
and bridge over the deepest gulfs of
bigotry. Truth saves to the uttermost,
lifting our sight -out of the most horri-
ble pit of mire and clay, if we only will
embrace it now. But when this proba-
tion is past it will be too late—the In-
tercessor will be Judge. It will then
be too late to get free. ‘‘Lord, I have
cast ont devils in thy name.” Held
protracted meetings ‘in the winter, and
“done many wonderful works.” “De-
part from .me ye workers of iniquity, I
never knew you.” “Not every one
that saith Lord, Lord, but he that do-

‘eth the will of my Father which is in

heaven.
= —_——————

THE three things, £y the flesh,”
“under law,” and “ sinning,” always go
together. Where one xs, all are found.
And the three things, “in the spirit,”
““under grace,” and “holiness,” always
go together. Where one is, all are
found. -




THE SABBATH VINDICATED.

25

THE SABBATH VINDICATED.
A STEAMBOAT came up from Cincin-
nati, and got into Wheeling on Satur-
day night. A man on board toldhis
friend he should stop there, and keep
the Sabbath, though the boat was going
on to Pittsburg, and, if not hindered,
would arrive there the next day. - He
thought they had both better stop ; they
could then attend church; and, on Mon-
day, should another boat pass, they
could take that; and, if not, they could
take the stage, go to Cumberland, and
there take the rail-car. He had trav-
eled much, and had found that men who
stop on the Sabbath seem to get along,
on the whole, quite as well as those who
travel. At any rate, he should stop.
His friend appeared almost persuaded
to stop also. He seemed to know that
it was right; but, he was *peculiarly
situated.” Hvery enlightened man who
would break the Sabbath, must, to sat-
isfy either himself or others, make out
that he is “peculiarly situated.” Con-
science takes the side of the Sabbath. He
must show that his ease is an exception
to the rule, or condemn himself. What,
in this man’s case, was the peculiarity 2
He had his family with him, coming
over from the west, after long absence,
to see old friends at the east. That was
a reason why he should stop and keep
holy the Sabbath, and thus set a good
example to his family, rather than a rea-
son why he should travel. - But it would
cost more. True, it might. Sometimes
it does, and sometimes it does not.
But suppose it should. God did not
say, Remember the Sabbath-day to
keep it holy, unless it will cost more ;
-and why should any man act as if he
had said this ?

There are two things which no man-

should ever forget. One is, we have no
right to obtain any more money than we
can by obeying God. The otheris, when
‘we have obtained money, we have no
right, and it is not wise, to keep any
more than we can and keep holy the
Sabbath. All the money which the
proper keeping of the Sabbath requires,
should go freely. It is a good invest-

ment; and yields often thirty, sixty, and
even a hundred fold. Nor can any thing
valuable be ultimately gained by doing

-what a man knows to be wrong.

But the man seemed to forget this,
and he went on. On Sabbath morning,
that beantiful morning, one of those
sweet little children fell overboard and
was drowned. In the course of a week,
after the father had got over to Pensyl-
vania, he met the friend who stopped at
‘Wheeling and kept the Sabbath. “ Oh,”
said he, “T did wrong at Wheeling. I
ought to have stopped as you did, and
kept the Sabbath. But I went on, and
T haye lost my child.” He might have
lost his child, if he had stopped. Men
that do right sometimes lose their chil-
dren, and it is very trying. But it is
much more trying, for a father to lose a
child in doing what he knows to be
wrong, as this father deeply felt, and as
every father similarly situated would feel.
The spirit of a man, when sound, will
sustain his infirmity ; but a wounded
spirit who can bear it? There is no
safety but in doing right. The fear of
the Liord which leads a man to do his
duty, whatever it may cost him, is not
only the beginning, but also the perfec-
tion of wisdom. Tt is the surest way
to the highest ultimate good. It is the
best policy in this world, and will bring
the mest gracious and glorious reward
in the world to come.”— Edwards.

g T b e S T

NEVER repeat a story unless you are
certain it is correct, and not even then
unless something is to be gained either
of interest to yourself, or for the good
of the person concerned. Tattling is a
mean and wicked practice, and he who
indulges in it grows more fond of it in
proportion as he is successful. If you
have no good to say of your neighber,
never reproach his character by saying
that which is false. He who tells you
the faults of others intends to tell oth-
ers of your faults, and so the dish of -
news is handed from one to another till
the tale becomes enormous.

e

A crEAT safeguard to youth and age
—meditation upon the word of God.
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“REMARKS” FROM A SERMON.

FaraEr OLrpEANT oncesaid: “Thave
been reading the Bible now two hours,
and have read over yet but two verses.’
Ah! he had been drinking in their spirit
and partaking of their power! Christ
spake to his sonl! Said I not unto thee,
“Tf thou canst believe, thou shalt see
the glory of God?” And have not
some of you lingered long on your
knees, whilst Christ was saying to your
inmost heart—Said T not unto thee,
« A1l things are possible to him that be-
lieveth ?” The fact is, that when the
heart is laid open and prepared to have
his glory revealed, a single sentencé, a
word, has an ocean of meaning. Now,
the pearl of great price is found, and
verily all else is worthless but Christ.
When you speak to them of Christ,
they cry—Tell us that story of the
cross again! There is no end to their
desire to hear of Christ.

I have had occasion many times to
say to my friends—You can never set-
tle these questions about the person of
Christ, by controversy. You must go
to Christ for yourselves and say to him
—Reveal thyself to me: Thou art di-
yine ; let me know it in my own expe-
rience. Didst thou not say, “ When
He, the Spirit of truth, shall come, He
shall reprove the world of sin because
they believe not on me?” Let that
‘Spirit guide, reprove and sanctify me.

If ministers do not preach the law,
they cannot make men understand the
Gospel. So long as the spirituality of
the law is not understood, people will
lose the true idea of Christ.

Sometimes after the law has deeply
convicted men of sin, a single sermon
on Christ will bring in hundreds to ac-
cept him as their Saviour. But, if men
have not this sense of lostness, preach-
ing Christ to them does no good. You
might as well proclaim a remedy for an
unknown disease. -

‘Who of you have Christ? Who-
ever has will say—The treasure is far
richer than I expected. So it will al-
ways be. And with every fresh view
of his glories, deeper and deeper will

sink your views of self; higher and
higher will rise your views of Christ.

If you have not really found Christ
so that you can truly count all things
but loss for his name, then you have
much more yet to do. Youn have by
no means reached the place yet to rest.

Q, if theological students were to seek .

Christ more, and love of book-learning
less, they would surely have far more
power. Let them get a rich experience
of Christ in the soul, and then they will
have one of the best requisites for
preaching Christ out of their very souls.
It is entirely essential to persuasive
eloquence that men should absolutely
know that of which they try to persuade
others.

On the same principle, every Church
member needs to have the living Gos-
pel in his own heart before he can hope
to commend it with any effect to the
hearts of his fellow men. You must
yourself find Christ as the merchant-
man found a precious pearl; then you
can direct your fellows how to search
and where to find.—Finney.

—_——————
DAVID'S SYLLOGISM.

Taomis FuLier, in his “ Secripture
Observations,” says :

Lord, I find David making a syllo-
gism, in mood and figure: two propo-
sitions he perfected.

“If T regard imiquity in my heart,

the Lord will not hear me.”

“ But verily God hath heard me. He
hath attended to the voice of my prayer.”

Now, I expected that David would
have concluded thus:

¢ Therefore, I regard not wickedness
in my heart.” But far different, he
concludes :

‘Blessed be God, who hath not tumed
away Iy prayer, nor his mercy from me.”

Thus David hath deceived, but not
wronged me.

1looked that he should have clapped
the crown on his own, but he puts it on
God's head.

logic; forIlike David's better than Aris-
totle’s syllogism, that whatever the;promi-
ses be, I make God’s glory the conclusion.

7

T will learn this excellent -
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THOUGHTS UPON METHODISM. | the primitive church; and none were

1. T Ax not afraid that the people
called Methodists, should ever cease to
exist either in Europe or America. But
I am afraid lest they should only exist
as a dead sect, having the form of religion
without the power. And this undoubt-
edly will be the case, unless they hold
fast both the doctrine, spirit, and disci-
pline with which they first set out.

2. What was their fundamental doc-
trine? That the Bible is the whole and
sole rule, both of Christian faith and prac-
tice. Hence they learned, (1.) That re-
ligion is an inward principle? that if is
no other than the mind that was in
Christ? or, in other words, the renewal
of the soul after the image of God, in
righteousness and true holiness. (2.)
That this can never be wrought in us,
but by the power of the Holy Ghost.
(3.) That we receive this, and every

" other blessing, merely for the sake of
Christ? and, (4.) That whosoever hath
the mind that was in Christ, the same is
our brother, and sister, and mother.

3. In the year 1729, four young stu-
dents in Oxford agreed to spend their
evenings together. They were all zeal-
ous members of the Church of England,
and had no peculiar opinions, but were
distinguished only by their constant at-
tendance on the churchand sacrament.
In 1735 they were increased to fifteen ;
when the chief of them embarked for
America; intending to preach to the
Heathen Indians. Methodism then
seemed to die away? but it revived
again in the year 1738; especially after
Mr. Wesley (not being allowed to preach
in the churches,) began to preach in the
fields. One and another then coming
to inquire what they must do to be saved,
he desired them to meet him all together;
which they did, and increased continual-
ly in number. In November, a large
building, the Foundry, being offered him,
he began preaching therein, morning and
evening; at five in the morning, and at
seven in the evening, that the people’s
labor might not be hindered.

4. From the beginning the men and
women sat apart, as they always did in

suffered to call any place their own, but
the first comers sat down first. They
had no pews; and all the benches for
rich and poor were of the same con-
struction. Mr. Wesley began the ser-
vice with a short prayer; then sung a
hymn and preached, (usually about half
an hour,) then sung a few verses of an-
other hymn, and concluded with prayer.
His constant doctrine was, salvation by
faith, preceded by repentance, and fol-
lowed by holiness.

5. But when a large number of peo-
ple were joined, the great difficulty was,
to keep them together. For they were
continually scattering hither and thith-
er, and we knew no way to helpit. But
God provided for this also, when we
thought not of it. A year ortwo after,
Mr. Wesley met the chief of the society
in Bristol, and inquired, “ How shall
we pay the debt upon the preaching
house ? 7 Captain Foy stood up and said,
“Let every one in the society give a
penny a week, and it will easily be done.”
“But many of them,” said one, ‘‘have
not a penny to give.” “True,” said the
Captain; “then put ten or twelve of
them to me. Let each of these give
what they can weekly, and I will sup-
ply what is wanting.” Many others
made the same offer. So Mr. Wesley
divided the societies among them; as-
signing a class of about twelve persons
to each of these, who were termed lead-
ers.
6. Not long after, one of these in-
formed Mr. Wesley that, calling on such
a one in his house, he found him quar-
reling with his wife. Another wasfound
in drink. It immediately struck into
Mr. Wesley’s mind, “This is the very
thing we wanted. The leaders are the
persons that may not only receive the
contributions, but also watch over the
souls of their brethren.” The society in
London, being informed of this, willingly
followed the example of that in Bristol;
as did every society from that time
whether in Hurope or America. By
this means, it was easily found if any
grew weary or faint, and help was speed-
ily administered. And if any walked
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disorderly, they were quickly discovered,
and either amended or dismissed.

7. For those who knew in whom they
had believed, there was another help
provided. Five or six, either married
or single men, met together at such an
hour as was convenient, according to the
direction of St. James, “Confess your
faults one tb another, and pray one for
another, and ye shall be healed.” And
five or six of the married or single wo-
men met together for the same purpose.
Innumerable blessings have attended
this institution, especially in those who
were going on to perfection. = 'When any
seemed to have attained this, they were
allowed to meet with a select number,

" who appeared, so far as man could judge,
to be partakers of the same “great sal-
vation.”

8. From this short sketch of Method-
" ism, (so called,) any man of understand-
ing may easily discern, that it is only
plain Scriptural religion, guarded by a
few prudential regulations. The essence
of it is holiness of heartand life; the cir-
cumstantials all points to this. And as
long as they are joined together in the
people called Methodists, no weapon
formed against them shall prosper. But
if even the circumstantial parts are de-
spised, the essential will soon be lost.
And if ever the essential parts should
evaporate, what remains will be be dung
and dross.

9. It nearly concerns us to under-
stand how the case stands with us at
present. I fear, wherever riches have
increased, (exceeding few are the ex-
ceptions,) the essence of religion, the
mind that was in Christ, has decreased
in the same proportion. Therefore I
do not see how it is possible, in the na-
ture of things, for any revival of true
religion to continue long. For religion
must necessarily produce both industry
and frugality; and these -cannot but
produce riches. But as riches increase,
so will pride, anger, and love of the
world, in all its branches.

- 10. How, then, is it possible that
Methodism, that is, the religion of the
heart, though it flourishes now as a green
bay-tree, should continue in this state ?

For the Methodists in every place grow
diligent and frugal ; consequently, they
increase in goods. Hence the propor-
tionable increase in pride, in anger, in
the desire of the flesh, the desire of the
eyes, and the pride of life. So, although
the form of religion remains, the spirit
is swiftly vanishing away.

11. Is there no way to prevent this?
this continual declension of pure re-
ligion? "We ought not to forbid people
to be diligent and frugal; we must ex-
hort all Christians to gain all they can,
and to save all they can; thatis, in ef-
fect, to grow rich! What way then,
(I ask again,) can we take, that our
money may not sink us to the nether-
most hell? There is one way, and
there is no other under heaven. If those
who “gain all they can,” and “save all
they can,” will likewise *give all they
can,” then, the more they gain, the more
they will grow in grace, and the more
treasure they will lay up in heaven.—
John Wesley. -

—_— - —————

To Becoue Unxmarpy.—In the first
place, if you want to be miserable, be
selfish. Think all the time of yourself,
and of your own things. Don't care
about anybody else. Have no feelings
for any one but yourself. Never think
of enjoying the satisfaction of seeing
others happy; but the rather, if you
see a smiling face, be jealous lest an- ,
other should enjoy what you have not.
Envy every one who is better off in
any respect than yourself; think un-
kindly towards them, and speak lightly
of them. Be constantly afraid lest
some one should encroach upon your

rights; be watchful against it, and if -

any one comes near your things, snap.
at him like a mad dog. Contend earn-
estly for everything that is your own,
though it may not be worth a pin; for
your ‘rights” are just as muech con-
cerned as if it were g pound of gold.
Never yield a point. Be very sensi-
tive, and take everything that is said to
you in playfulness in the most serious
manner. Be jealous of your friends,
lest they should not think encugh of
you.
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“PRECIOUS PROMISES.”

~Ar a Bible-meeting which I recently

attended, one of the speakers, in advo-
cating the claims of the society, said, “I
~ have often thought if we could bear in

mind how even one text has sometimes
been made a comfortand blessing to our-
selves, we should be more earnest that
this “book of texts’ should be in the
hands of every sinning and suffering
fellow creature. The promises thathave
supported s, were written also for them ;
the words of hope that have cheered us,
may also cheer them.”

These remarks brought powerfully to
my mind a scene in my past life; and,
hoping that my experience may prove
useful to some suffering and fearful
brother or sister, I will try to relate it.

At the time of which I write, I wasa
‘patient in a London hospital, surrounded
by suffering in various forms, and ex-
pecting soon to undergo a somewhat se-
rious operation. I was no stranger to

pain; I had long suffered; but my suf-
ferings had, until then, been alleviated
by the thoughtful care of a beloved
mother, sister, or friend, whose sympa-
thy and companionship had been of un-

told comfort tome. Now, only strangers
were around me. I missed the many
comforts that had become almost neces-
_sities to one in my situation, and I
yearned for the familiar home faces, and
the clasp of some loved one’s hand.
The chief surgeon, attended by alarge
staff of assistants and students, had just
been visiting the ward, and, on leaving
me, he had said kindly, “Well, my girl,
we will try what we can do for you on
Saturday.” Oh how my heart sank! I
had thought myself courageous, but now
my courage seemed to forsake me. I
knew I was to take chloroform, and the
thought that possibly I might die, with-
-out one-loved one near me, was almost
more than T could bear. ‘Lord, help
me!” burst from my heart; and instant-
ly the answer came, “Lo 7 am with you
alway.” Ah!then T felt how precious is
that ever-present “Friend that sticketh
closer than a brother.”
With a quiet and trusting spirit I

turned to my Bible to find further com-
fort. I opened it at Isaiah xli, my eye
falling on the tenth verse: “Fear thou
not; for I am with thee: be not dis-
mayed; for I am thy God: I will
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee;
yea, I will uphold thee with' the naht
hand of my righteousness.”

Many times T had read that verse, but
néver had T seen its beauty and fullness
until now. How much of consolation
and strength does it contain! All T
needed was there promised: the pres-
ence of a loving and powerful Friend;
strength to bear what was laid upon me;
help when strength should fail ; and sup-
port through all!

But the thirteenth verse came home
to me with still greater force: “For I
the Lord thy God will hold thy right
hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will
help thee.” Surely I had seen that
verse before, but I did not remember
it; and now it seemed expressly written
for me. IThad longed for some dear one--
from home, to stand by me and hold my
hand, durmg my time of danger. That
“1T the Lord thy God will hold thy right
hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; 7
will help thee.” O blessed words! My
heart rested in them, and my fears gave
place to grateful trust.

And the Lord was faithful to his word.
On the Saturday I was enabled not only
calmly, but cheerfully, to meet the as-
sembled doctors, and with full confidence
in divine help I placed myself in their
hands. Just as I was losing conscious-
ness, the nurse who attended me took
hold of my right hand. I could not then
remember the words of my promise, but
I still felt its power, and my last thoughts
were of my present and loving God.
‘When I awoke the danger was past, and
I was again in my bed in the ward:
Then followed weeks of pain and weak-
ness. Often my memory seemed too
feeble to remember. even one text; but
my Bible was close at hand, and in every
time of special fear T could turn to my
short verse; and in the strength of that
promise I was enabled patiently to bear
my pain.

If any of my-readers are now passing
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through trial and suffering, let me re-
mind them that the promises which sup-
ported and comforted meare theirs also;
and, if God be their friend, they also
may sing,
‘When walking through the shades of death,
Thy presence is my stay:
A word of thy supporting breath
Drives all my fears away.
— Christian Miscellany..
—_—————

THE PROCESS OF FAITH.

THERE is firm groundwork for faith.
Yet in its full exercise, or, if the reader
please, in its exercise unto 'full salvation,
THERE IS A VENTURING movement of the
' HEART.
groundwork, that ““God s, and that he
1S & REWARDER,” and it commands the
heart to abandon itself by one sudden
impulse to the mere mercy, through
Christ, of the great Invisible. But the
heart shrinks, as if some terrible expe-
riment were to be tried. However dis-
tinctly the heart may have the needful
consciousness of having surrendered all
idols, it is inclined to wait passively for
God to come to it and lead it to faith by
feeling, rather than actively to venture
upon God, to find feeling by faith. At
least, it would fain not move till it have
a sign. It has'been accustomed to tan-
gible pledges. Its attachments and its
studies of produce.have been confined
to temporal things, *which are seen.”
To press along toward the invisible and
untried sea, then, (not absurdly waiting
first to feel the unreached element) To
DROP RIGHT OFF, without plank or plum-
met; THISIS VENTURING, heart venturing.

Such process, it is believed, is more
or less vivid in the memory of most per-
sons who have experienced the deep
things of God. Testimonies might be
multiplied. For brevity, the following
only are submitted: The Rev. John
Butterworth, a minister of England
says: “One day as I was reading
in a book called the ‘ Marrow of Mod-
ern Divinity,’ a sentence from Luther
was quoted, which was this: ‘I would
run into the arms of Christ, if he stood
with a drawn sword in his hand.” This

The intellect apprehends the

thought came bolting into my mind, ‘So -
will I too;’ and these words of Job oc-
curred: ‘Though he slay me, yet wiLL
I rrust v BrM.” My burden dropped
off; my soul was filled with joy and
peace, through believing in Christ; a
VENTUROUS BELIEVING, as Mr. Belcher
calls it, was the means of setting me at
liberty.”

Dr. Adam Clarke testlﬁed that his suc-
cessful struggle for a clean heart, was
“while earnestly wrestling with the
Lord in prayer and endeavormv self-
desperately to believe.”

—_———————
“CALL ME.

Torias

TaE following anecdote, in connection
with the labors of President Finney, is
said to be authentic:

He was preaching, yeafs ago, in one
of the central cities of New York, to a
large audience, in a time of revival. He
had been explaining that men, under
conviction of sin, would sometimes show
their conviction in singular ways. Some-
times it would make them cross and
fault-finding. They would scold their
wives, and make all about them uneasy.

- Then he added, “If I knew you aswell

as your pastor does, I could point to you
where you sit. ~You, are in this condi-
tion,—you know you are a sinner, and
need now to repent; and will not. You
have been scolding that good wife, who,
has been praying for yon these years.
I could call you out now by name.” At
this point, he was interrupted by a voice
from the farther part of the room, say-
ing, “Call me.” The man afterwards
explained, that he verily expected to
hear his name announced, and only spoke
to be beforehand. He could not, at first,
be persuaded that Mr. Finney did not
know his case, or had not been told it
by some one. He said: “This very
morning I scolded my wife, and every-
thing besides,—all the while knowing I
was a miserable sinner. Then I har-
nessed my horse, and came into the city
with her to church. I suppose, some-

how, you must know my name.” Ob,
for such preaching as makes men feel,
I am the man [—Fxchange.
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"EDITORIAL.
WORK FOR GOD.

THE highest favor that can be conferred
upon & mortal, is' to be permitted to work
for God. The dignity of the calling does
not depend upon the work done ; but upon
the exalted character of Him for whom it
is performed. The Queen of Sheba regard-
ed the servants of Solomon as objects of
envy. His fame was great throughout the
world,and his servantsshared in hisrenown.

If those whorserve an earthly monarch,
derive lustre from his power, much more
are those exalted who do the bidding of
the KiNe oF Kings. They are the favored
ones of eirth, They are akin to angels.
These do the will of God in Heaven ; the
saints do it in the more difficult place—on
Earth. Their reward is great. - It will be
bestowed—not according to the nature of
the work ; but according to the fidelity
with which it is done.

God will give employment to every one

who will consent to do His will. But we can-
not choose our work. Goddoes that. We
arevery apt to over-estimate our own abili-
ty. A railroad could never be run if every
man wasallowed to choose hisown position.
The brakemen would all want to be con-
ductors —the conductors, directors—the
firemen, engineers, and the engineers, su-
perintendents. There is always confusion
in the cause of God when the disciples in-
sist upon choosing their places. Diotrephes
is never satisfied, unless he can have the
‘pre-eminence. His motto is, “ Rule or ru-
in;” and where he rules, he is almost sure
to ruin. The foot is a very useful member
of the body ; but place it where the eye
should be, and it becomes a deformity and
a nuisance. He who is sulky and fault-
finding unless he can be a classleader, is
not fit for a classleader. He who back-
slides because a license is not given him,
stands more in need of saving grace than
of a license. ;

If we really desire to serve God, we shall
take our work as His Providence opens it
up before us. We shall not grumble at
his allotments. We shall not keep every-
thing in confusion by insisting upon having

our own preferences gratified. Some per-
sons, who really appear to want to be good,
can never be, for any length of time, con-
tented anywhere. Things do not go as
they wish. The wills of others come in
conflict with their own. Unexpected diffi-
cultiesarise. Faith and perseverancemight
overcome them ; but they take it for grant-
ed that they are out of order, and they seek
a change.

Let God give you your work. If it is
taking care of children, nurse them for
Him, and He will give thee thy wages, If
it is serving others, do it, not with eye-ser-
vice as men-pleasers; but do it heartily as
unto the Lord. Whatever your work is, do
it well; and do it for God. This is the
main poinf. The nature of the work is a
matter of inferior importance. It is the
disposition that God looks at, far more than
the service done. You can hire strangers
to fill a genteel sitnation; but if a linger-
ing disease preys upon you, it is love alone
that can perform with cheerfulness the
unpleasant service that your circumstances
require. We manifest most affection for
Jesus, when we perform for Him the most
menial, and least honorable service in our
power.

—_——r——
BESETTING SINS.

EVERY one has his besetting sin. If va-
ries in different individuals. In one it is
pride; in another it is self-indulgence, in
some of its thousand forms; in another,
indolence ; in another, avarice, and in an-
other, self-will.

It is very easy to gain the victory over
the besetting sin: it is very hard to hold
the victory when gained. When a pond is

full of water, it overflows at the lowest

place. The besetting sin is the natural
outlet for heart depravity.

Let a saint grieve the Spirit of God in
any way, and the loss which he has sus-
tained will soon be manifested by his yield-
ing to his besetting sin. It will gain the
mastery. He may struggle at first; but
he is almost sure to go under. Then comes
a period of spiritual darkness and desola-
tion—of deep humiliation and of breaking
down before God.
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No quarters whatever should be shown
to the besetting sin. It should be sentenced
to die without benefit of clergy. The sen-
tence should be speedily and thoroughly
executed. Give the besetting sin no indul-
gence. To gratify it, will be only to pro-
long its existence. If it lives, the soul dies.
If it has dominion, the soul will wail in

‘the blackness of darkness forever.

The efficient remedy against the beset-
ting sin, is the all-cleansing blood of Jesus.
The provisions of the atonement are ample.
When it is said, “ The blood of Jesus Christ,
his Son, cleanses us from all sin,” the be-
setting sin is not excepteds Tt is included
in all sin. Desponding one, there is hope.

"Help is laid on One mighty to save. Every
chain may be broken. The soul may walk,
even on this earth, amid temptations, free
and unfettered. We may be blameless and
harmless—the sons of God without rebuke.
The condition is, that we walk in the light.
‘Our convictions on all points must be
obeyed. Consecrations that are made when
the mighty power of the Spirlt is upon us,
must be carried out when the testing time
comes. There must be no drawing back—
no withholding of anything from God.—
Besetting sins send their fibres down deep
into the soul, and they hold on with a tena-
cious grasp. The blood that cleanses goes
no -deeper than the consecration. If you
want, then, dominion over your besetting
sin, take up daily the cross that causes you
to die to your own will,—to die to the world.
If dutiesare clearly presented to your mind,
and held before it by the Spirit and the
Providence of God, compel your cordial
consent to their performance.

Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin
Zhat doth so easily beset us, and let us run
with patience the race that is set before us,
looking unto Jesus, the Author and finisher
of our faith.

DESPAIR,

PAUL gives us a catalogue of the fruits

of the Spirit: Despair is not among them.,
The Spirit of God does not beget despair.
It convicts, but with the conviction there
is encouragement. Despair implies 2 de-

sire for salvation. This is begotten by the
Holy Spirit. In it is a pledge of God’s wil-
lingness to save. “ What things soever ye
desire when ye pray believe that ye receive
them and ye shall have them.” A desire
to be saved is a good desire. God is always
ready to fulfil this desire wheneverit comes'
from the heart. The ability of Christ to
save to the uttermost, is limited oniy to
thoge that come unto God by Him. There
is no limitation whatever to any class or
classes of character. The depth of our
poverty has nothing to do with the ability
of a rich man to help us. ' The pauper is
as capable as any one of being comfortably
clothed and well fed. So he who is utterly
helpless in the strong grasp of sin, has the
capacity of being delivered by Him who is
MIGHTY TO SAVE. The saving power be-
longs exchisively to Jesus. No quality
belonging to us contributes to His ability
to save. The chastisement of our iniguities
was laid upon Him, and by His stripes we
are healed. It does no good for us to chas-
tise ourselves. Penances do not benefit us.
Repentance unto salvation is all that is
demanded. The requirement is, LOOK
UNTO ME AND BE YE SAVED. To look at
ourselves begets despair—looking unto Je-
sus brings salvation. :

Then do not be discouraged over your
many failures. You have tried your own
resolutions—they have utterly failed you.
Now try Jesus. Come to Him as at the
first. Do not try any longer to settle that
troublesome doubt as to whether you ever
were converted or not. Come to Jesus
now. Rely fully upon Him. Offer up
your whole being a living sacrifice to His
service. Take His yoke fully upon you;
and you-shall find rest to your soul—rest
from guilt—from fears—from sin.

—_————

NEw YEAR.—God bless you, dear reader,
and give you a happy new year! Do you
wish to know how to-have every day hap-
Py ? Govern your life by the precepts of
Jesus. Especially claim the blessing pro-
nounced in the first twelve verses of the
fifth chapter of Mathew.

May this year be the best one thus far,
in your life.
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REV. JOHN JONES.

THERE are some Christians, who can be

depended upon in an emergency. When
the zeal of others who make much larger
promises gives out, they hold on, and over-
come difficulties and conquer seeming im-
possibilities.

Such a man was Rev. John Jones. He
was one of the first to welcome us to New
York, and was one of the few to stand by
the work until death.

John Jones was born in Armagh Co., Ire-
land, of pious parents, in 1804, and died in
the 65th year of his age, Oct. 31st, 1869.—
His father was of Quaker parentage; but
his mother was a Methodist, the daughter
of Mr. Gardner, a very excellent man, whose
life has been published as being one of the
pioneers of Methodism where he lived, and
in whose house Mr. Wesley preached. He
has often said, he owed his first convictions
in connection with the Holy Spirit, to his
mother’s prayers. He has often met her
comlng out of the barn, her eyes red and
wet with tears, where she had been praying
forhim, when he had been out all night,
perhaps, at the pleasure party. But he had
put off all convictions until he was about
twenty years of age. The Spirit of God
strove with him one day, as he was plow-
ing, and told him to yield his heart to God
now, or it would be the last opportunity he
would have. He immediately went to a
corner of the field, and there, for the first
time in real earnest, poured out his heart
to God in prayer for pardon; and he never
ceased the struggle till’he found that peace
which passeth all understanding.

He was taken into the Methodist Church
on trial, and commenced immediately to
work for the Lord, to save souls.  He went
from house to house, telling them what the
Lord had done for his soul. He was li-
censed to exhort, and walked three or four
miles every Sabbath morning to lead his
class. And so he labored, and studied for
~ the ministry— for he believed the Lord
called him to it—for four years. He was
then ordained, and stood ready to fill his
first appointment, when, by some intrigue,
the nephew of one of the ministers was
sent out in his place,—one that did not pass

his examinatiorf nor preach his trial ser-
mon. The disappointment proved a heavy
trial to him.

He shortly afterward married, and came
to this country. He joined the Conference,
and traveled for some time. His. wife's
health was not good, and she did not enjoy
religion, and refused to go with him.- At
that time, preachers had to undergo hard-
ships and trials that they know nothing
about in these days. In short, everything
combined to discourage him, especially as
he had to leave his wife among Strangers,
with very little to make her comfortable.
So he withdrew from the Conference, but
continued to preach and labor, working
with his own hands—not only that he might
not be a burden to any, but that he might
have to give to him that needed. Like his
Master, he went about doing good to the
bodies and souls of his fellow-men; and
his labors were not disowned of God.

In the Attorney St. Protestant Methodist
Church, where he labored for about eight-
een years, they have more than once solic-
ited him to become their pastor, instead of
the one sent them by Conference, About
the same time, he became acquainted with
an Episcopalian Bishop, who wanted him
to join that church, and he would give him
one of the best parishes in his diocese; but
he would not do it, but continued to labor
for the salvation of souls among the des-
pised Methodists.

About nine years ago, through the Earn-
est Christian, he began to.learn about the
Free Methodists. He was among the first
to urge us to form a society in New York,
and was one of the eight that formed the
first clags. He labored to increase their
number with such as, we trust, shall be
saved in glory,—mot only preaching for
them, but opening -his house to preachers
and people. All were welcome. When
we were without a place of worship, he
opened his house in 20th St., New York, for
public worship ; and for nearly two months,
he, with Sister Jane Dunning, labored uni-
tedly and with great success. Simon Boyd
was one among the number that were saved
at that time. He has since gone home to

glory.
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That society, with the blessing of God, |

owes its existence to him and his faithful
labors. Nordid he leave it, until a preach-
er came, appointed by Conference to New
York City. He then, in 1868, moved to
Brooklyn, and found work in abundance.
Several years before he died, he gave up
business, and devoted himself entirely to
the work of the Lord and the salvation of
souls. He also opened his doors and estab-
lished a weekly meeting for prayer and
experience, which -he continued to hold
‘every Thursday evening, until Bro. Mackey
purchased the Brooklyn church.

Eternity alone will tell the results of his
labors. He was prized and loved most by
those who knew him best, for forty years,
not only as a preacher and class-leader, but
as an every-day Christian. And by none,
more than his own beloved family, where
his memory will be ever fresh ; and where
he was not only honored and respected, but
almost worshiped by his little ones. . But

their loss is his gain—praise the Lord! It
is written, Blessed are the dead which die in
the Lord ; they rest from their labors, and
their works do follow them.

R T )
“THE FREE METHODIST.”

THIS paper, in its new form and under
its new management, is fairly under way.
Brother Mackey succeeds in making a most
excellent paper. It is well filled, from
week to week, with valuable reading mat-
ter. It is thoroughly religious. It is not,
like many of the periodicals, professedly
religious, hut in reality secular with a re-
ligious department.

Although, as its name implies, it is the
organ of the Free Methodist Denomination,
it may be read with profit by all. Give it
a generous support. It isan able advocate
of uncompromising Christianity. Subscribe
for it yourself —recommend it to your
friends. !

Weekly—$2.00 a year. Address Joseph
Mackey, 88 White street, New York.

—_———————

THE flower of youth never appears more
beautiful than when it bends toward the
Sun of Righteousness.

‘time of her death.
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DYING TESTIMONY.

HANNAH BARRON, wife of Rev. J. W.
Barron, was born in Holland, Erie Co., N.
Y., in the year 1814. Died in Quincy,
Branch Co., Mich., Oct. 5, 1870, in the 56th
year of her age.

Bro.7and Sis. Barron moved from the
East, and settled in Elkhart, Ind., where
they lived some thirty-five years. About
two years after they settled there, she ex-
perienced religion and joined the M. E.
Church, under the labors of Rev. Richard
Robinson. Previous to her conversion, she
was extremely fond of dress and dancing.
But the Lord saved her from these, and she
lived a consistent, Christian life up to the
She was, thereforé,
waiting for the summons to come. Some
six or seven years ago, she became dissat- -
igfied with the way things were going in
the Church to which she belonged. She
therefore left them, and joined the Sree
Methodist Church, under the iaborsof T.
S. LaDue. Soon after this, she and her
family removed to the East, and became
identified with the same denomination,
where Rev. O. O. Bacon was then laboring.
After they had lived there some six years, |
Sistar Barron desired to go back West.—
She said she did not want to die East.—
Bro. Barron, therefore, sold his farm and
came to Michigan, and settled in the town
of Quiney, where she died after an illness
of two weeks, during which time she was
a very patient sufferer. -

* About forty-eight hours before her death,
she was unable to talk much, although she -
retained her reason to the last. _I;f anything
was said about Jesusfto her, she would
rouse up and smile; and give expression of

.her delight in Him whom her soul loved.
'But if any other matier was talked of, she

hardly noticed it. She said but very little
during her sickness. Herlamp was trimmed
and burning, She was prepared to die,
because she Was prepared to live. She left
a living testimony, rather than a dying one.
She was a very efficient laborer at the Au-
gust camp-meeting, held on the old Quincy
cam  ound this last summer. She left




" name of the Lord!
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some very good, pointed testimonies, which
told for God and the truth. She enjoyed
the meeting uncommonly well. The Lord
was ripenning her for another world.

Her body is'no more with us, but her
memory is sweet and lasting, It wasa sol-
emn and glorious time at the funeral. May
the good Lord inspire many more to live
and die as she has done! It is certainly
desirable to have such an experience. Her
friends, east and west, will feel her loss—
butitisonly for a short time; and we shall
have this to think of, There is one more in
heaven to praise God when we get there.

W. W. WARNER.
_—W’—-—
LOVE FEAST.

NeTTIE CLARK.—The Lord has favored
me, the past summer, with a place among
real pilgrims. It has been a great blessing
to me, and I am now proving His power to
save. The Lord keeps my soul in perfect
peace. He gives me that perfect love that
casteth out all fear. Iam ¥ving on the
Rock, where the inhabitants are allowed
to shout aloud for joy. Blessed be the
_ Jesus reigns in my
heart without a rival, and I would not dis-
obey Him to please the best -of earthly
friends. The Lord has greatly strengthened
my faith, by healing a bodily disease.—
From a little child, I have been troubled
with the catarrh. When I have heard oth-
ers tell what the Lord has done for their
bodies, I have often wished that I might
be healed. But I would very soon find
myself saying, The day of miracles has
passed ; and almost doubting the testimo-
nies of those who had been healed. I
thought and said, that if the Lord did heal
me, I would never speak of it, asit would
only cause those who had no experience in
such blessings, to ridicule, and call me a
fanatic. But when I asked the Lord to
heal my disease, He showed me that I must
desire it for His glory, and be willing to
testify to what He did for me. When I
promised to use the health He gave me to
His glory, He gave me the blessing; and
to-day I have an evidence, bright as the
noon-day sun, that the blood of Jesus cleans-
eth my heart and healeth my disease. A

short time since, when tempted, I asked
the Lord for a passage of Scripture to cheer
me. I opened at these words: “ Beloved,
I desire above all things that thou mayest
prosper and be in health, even as thy soul
prospereth.” I love the plain, uncomprom-
ising way. I take this way from choice.
and pray daily for the Lord to give me
light and grace. I heard a good sister say,
at the camp-meeting, that she was one of
the Lord’s invincibles. There has scarcely
a day passed since, but those words have
come to my mind ; and I have been asking
the Lord to make me invincible for Him
and His cause.

Susie E. ULLyETE—O, glory to the
Lamb! Jesus saves me this morning, and
gives me the glory in my soul. O, bless
Hisname! I am saved so sweetly, and feel
such peace and joy in my soul. I am filled
with love to Jesus.

** Oh for this love! let rocks and hills

Their lasting silence break,
And all harmonious human tongues
Their Saviour's praises speak.”
Nearly nine months have passed since Je-
sus saved me and made me wholly his.—
Since that time, he has been leading me in
the “ highway cast up for the redeemed of
the.Lord to walk in.” Sometimes tempta-
tions have been strong, and for a time seem-
ed almost to overcome me ; but through all
I could hear the still small voiee, saying,
 Fear thou not, for I am with thee.” Oh,
glory to Jesus! He is able and willing to
deliver us when we are tempted. His
promises are sure. And He promises never
to leave us, nor forsake us. Oh, glory!—
Hallelujah! I am @ll the Lord’s—soul,
body and spirit—and have the witness con-
ually, that T am His and He is mine. Iam
in the “narrow way,” and my feet upon
the “Rock.” Iask all earnest Christians
to pray for me, that I may ever be faithful
and overcome ; for Jesus says, “To him
that overcometh will I grant to sit with me
in my throne, even as I also overcame, and
am set down with my Father in his throne.”
Oh, how precious is she sound of Jesus’
name !

MARY P, HAVEN.—-My heart is filled un-
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utterably full of love and gratitude toGod

for His unbounded goodness to me. Iknow:

He loves and owns me for His dear child,
although 80 unworthy. * Words cannot ex-
press my love for God and His dear child-
ren—His faithful followers, no matter by
what name they may be called. Iam stri-
ving to live very near my dear Redeemer.
I love His will better than my own. The
past year has been one of much suffering,
and I have had some severe trials ; but my
precious Saviour has beenmy support. He

- _ ig always nearest when I need Him most.

Forever blessed be his dear name !

Y

JosepH FrANcisco.—Last February —
three days after I said I could not work for
the Lord in the way that He wants me to—
my eye became sore and blind. Soon as I
resolved to do His will, my eyes got better,
althoughl am not yet able to read or write.
But the blood of Jesus cleanses me this
morning from all sin. Iam going through,
for the King is in the camp. Hallelujah!

B. F. IseNHOWER.—I praise the Lord
this morning, for a full and free salvation
that cleanses from all sin. Praise the Loxd,
(] mj soul!

ANNA E. ISENHOWER.—I can praise the
Lord, this morning, for what I feel in my
soul. I can praise the Lord for a full and
free salvation. He has cleansed me, and
made me whole. I belong to the Evangel-
ical Association.

- War, CaxTINE, JR.—Truly, my soul wait-
eth upon God; from Him cometh my sal-
vation. Praise Jesus! I feel He savesme
now. God reclaimed me from a backslid-
den state, on the 30th of October, 1870.—
Glory to God! He is saving souls here;
many are turning to Christ. Brethren, re-
joice evermore. Pray without ceasing ; in
everything give thanks. The language of
my heart is—Praise the Lord.

. MAwy CARPENTER,— To-day finds me
happy in'the Lord. I look for stormy days
—have seen a few of late. But I find that
Jesus is better thanall my fears. He not

only leads my feet by the side of ‘still wa-
ters, but He even carries me in His arms.
He never seemed so good to me as now.—
Last Monday night, while praying with
those who love the Lord, the baptism of
the Holy Spirit came down in a plentiful
shower, filling the room, and our souls
were abundantly refreshed. I went out
from that room,; feeling that a new creation
had been wrought more fully in me than
ever before. Glory be to God for a new
and living way for all His redeemed ones!

W, WENTZ—My experience this hour
is, that I love God with all my heart. No
privation, trial, or effort seems too great, if
I may but know and answer the end of
my being. Iam saved—fully saved. The
narrow way is better to me than all earthly
possessions or.glory ; and to God be all the
glory, for His redeeming love to me—a
poor sinner, saved by grace.

‘Wu. FELL—I enjoy the precious love of
Jesus in my Soul. All s serene and lovely
within. Iam kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation. Glory be to
God forever and ever, amen! The work
of God is going on here in Buffalo. Things
look bright and encouraging. I am still
engaged in assisting to preserve-the peace
of the city, and my Jesus does help me do
His blessed will. Dear brother, take cour-
age; stand straighter than ever; preach
closer; don’t swerve a hair; blow your
trumpet louder. The cause of God de-
mands it. There never was need of it
more than the present. I am praying for
yon night and day.

P. M. PLuMMER.—I was one of the first
that subscribed for the Farnest Christian.
And I can say, from the bottom of my heart
and before God, that T am not sorry that-I
ever did, on the camp-ground near St.
Charles, start in favor of the clean thing.
To-day, though deprived of my earthly
companion—who, after three weeks® ill-
ness, was buried on the 20th of Noy. last—
Ifind Jesus more: and more precious. I
cannot give up the Harnest Qhristian. I
love the testimonies T find recorded in its
pages.




