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IT does not injure any one's reputa
tion, at the present day, to believe in 
the God of the Bible. It is highly 
proper. The most respectable people 
openly profess faith in Him. It is 
readily admitted that he performed, in 
ancient times, in behalf of His people, 
the wonders recorded in the sacred 
Scriptures. Popular preachers relate, 
in strains of thrUling eloquence, how 
He delivered Daniel from the rage of 
untamed lions, and the three Hebrew 
children from the fnry of the flames. 
For believing this, no one's respecta
bility is questioned. He may stUl pass 
in good society as a man of sense. 

But let him manifest a belief in God 
as really alive to all the interests of 
His children as He ever was, and as 
ready to answer their prayers for tem
poral mercies, and his soundness will 
soon be questioned. In a time of se
vere drouth, two earnest Christians, in 
a regular weekday prayer-meettng, im-

• portuned God to send the much-needed 
rain. They •w;ere brought up before 
the official board of which they were 
members, for their fanaticism, as man
ifested in praying for rain. It was to 
no purpose that they pleaded that rain 

was needed, and that it came the very 
night they prayed for it. They were 
pursued until driven from the Church. 

To doubc that Jesus, when on earth, 
healed all manner of sicknesses, and aU 
manner of diseases, would be accounted 
as little better than infidelity; to be
lieve that supernatural cures were ef
fected in answer to the prayers of Wes
ley and Bramwell, is expected of every 
good Methodist; but whoever expresses 
confidence that the same thing is done 
to-day in answer to the prayers of His 
people, does so at the risk ot his stand
ing in the Church and in society. 

Why is this ? Has God changed ? 
Has the administration of ffis moral 
government changed? Does He no 
longer answer prayer, except for spirit
ual blessings, and then in an almost 
imperceptible manner and degree?— 
Has He wound up the afiaii-s of this 
world as men wind up a clock, and set 
them to running, subject only to fixed 
laws, without any of His interference ? 
Has He withdrawn Himself from all 
observation of human affairs? This 
certainly is not the representation of 
God which the Scriptures give us.— 
Jesus assures us that the hairs of our 
head are all numbered, and that not one 
of them falleth io the ground without 
our Heavenly Father, St. James tells 
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US that, Every good gift, and every per
fect gift is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father of lights, with whom is 
no variableness, neither shadow of turn
ing. And St. Paul says. W E TBUST IN 
THE LIVING GOD. This, then, is the Bi
ble view of the case. His attributes 
are the same that they ever were. His 
power is a living power. It is not one 
of the things of the past. It exists to
day in aU its freshness and •rigor, un
diminished by age, unweakened by ex
ercise. Whatever God undertakes, He 
can easily accomplish. Omnipotence 
never grows weary—immortality never 
becomes infirm. Men's energies are 
soon wasted. The hero of one war is 
usually eclipsed in the next appeal to 
arms. Napoleon could not conquer 
Europe but once. Milton could never 
•write a second Paradist Lost. But 
whatever God has done. He can do 
again. The monuments of His amazing 
power are so many standing declara
tions of what He can still aocomplish. 

The same is true of His love. It is 
undying. From year to year, from 
generation to generation, it bums With 
undiminished vigor. It never dies out. 
His compassion is just as great lo day 
as it was when the Psalmist cried out. 
Have mercy upon me, 0 God, according 
to the multitude of thy tender mercies 
blot out my transgressions. His wil
lingness to keep His children from sin 
is the same that it was when Enoch 
walked with God three hundred years. 
Human friendships fade away; those 
who have long lived together in sweet
est love and harmony, become aliena
ted ; but the love of God is undying. 
Notwithstanding the deep ingratitude 
of the human family, He still showers 
blessings upon them as lavishly as at 
the beginning. 

His justice is alive. It may slumber 
for a season—for He is long suflfering 
toward us—^but He will by no means 
clear the guilty. To the truly penitent. 
He forgives iniquity, transgression and 
sin; but upon the persistenly wicked, 
justice shall be meted out. 

Let the saints, then, take encourage
ment. As you read in your Bible what 
God has. done for His children in the 
past, remember that the same blessings 
are reserved for you. If you meet the 
conditions upon which His promises 
are suspended, you shall find that their 
fulfilment wiU, in due time, take place 
without faUure or abatement. 

** Every human tie may perish, 
Mothere cease tbeir own to cherUb, 

But no changes 
Can attend Jehovah's love." 

He never leaves His children when 
in trouble. Afilictions and poverty 
may cause our friends to forsake us, 
but God is a present help in evjry 
time of need. Who shall separate tM 
from the love of Christ ? Shall tribu
lation or distress, or persecution or fam
ine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
Nay, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors. 

What a warning to sinners, and to 
those who vriokedly depart from God! In 
the punishment inflicted upon evil-doers 
in past ages, they may read their own 
unerring doom. I t is a fearful thing 
to fal l into the hands of the living God! 
His whole nature was never more op
posed to sin than at the present time; 
and His determination to punish those 
who continue in sin, is the same as when 
He rained fire and brimstone upon 
Sodom and Gomorrah. He is in one 
mind, and who can change Him ? There
fore am I troubled at His presence, when 
I consider I am afraid of Him, 


