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THE LIVING 6OD.

BY REV, B. T. ROBERTS.

Ir does not injure any one’s reputa-
tion, at.the present day, to believe in
the God of the Bible.

~ proper.
openly profess faith in Him,

It is highly
The most respectable people
It is
readily admitted that he performed, in
ancient times, in behalf of His people,
‘the wonders recorded in the sacred
Scriptures.  Popular preachers relate,
in strains of thrilling eloquence, how
‘He delivered Daniel from the rage of
‘untamed lions, and the three Hebrew
children from the fury of the flames.
For believing this, no one’s respecta-
bility is questioned. He may still pass
in good society as a man of sense.

But let him manifest a belief in God
8s really alive to all the interests of
His children as He ever was, and as
ready to answer their prayers for tem-
poral mercies, and his soundness will
soon be questioned. In a time of se-

- vere drouth, two earnest Christians, in
aregular week-day prayer-meettng, im-
‘- portuned God to send the much -needed
rain. They were brought up before
the official board of which they were
members, for their fanaticism, as man-
ifested in praying for rain. It was to
no purpose that they pleaded that rain

" observation of human affairs?

was needed, and that it came the very
night they prayed for it. They were
pursued until driven from the Church.
To doubs that Jesus, when on earth,
healed all manner of sicknesses, and all
manner of diseases, would be accounted
as little better than infidelity; to be-
lieve that supernatural cures were ef-
fected in answer to the prayers of Wes-
ley and Bramwell, is expected of every
good Methodist; but whoever expresses
confidence that the same thing is done
to-day in answer to the prayers of His
people, does so at the risk of his stand-
ing in the Church and in society.
Why is this? Has God changed?
Has the administration of His moral
government changed? Does He no
longer answer prayer, except for spirit-
ual blessings, and then in an almost
imperceptible manner and degree?—
Has He wound up the affairs of this
world as men wind up a clock, and set
them to running, subject only to fixed

- laws, without any of His interference?

Has He withdrawn Himself from all
This
certainly is not the representation of
God which the Scriptures give us.—
Jesus assures us that the hairs of our
head are all numbered, and that not one
of them falleth to the ground without
our Heavenly Father. St. James tells







