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ANTICIPATION is represented as a 
foretaste: a previous view or impres
sion of what is to happen afterward.— 
As for instance, what we call the anti
cipation of the joys of heaven. 

Mr. Thodey refers to it as '^The 
happy anticipation of a renewed exist
ence, in company with the spirits of 
the just." It may be termed the â wa-
kened feelings, all aUve for fiiture profit, 
pleasure, or good. 

Eealization is by Mr. Webster call
ed,—The act of making real. Reality, 
being a distinction from mere appear
ance. To realize, is to bring home to 
one's own case or experience. Relative 
to tfaat Mr, Grlawville says : We real
ize what Archimedes had only in hy
pothesis, weighing a single grain of 
sand against the globe. Wfaen we set 
in opposition, with a view to discover 
the difference,—we caU it contrasted. 
It is the same, when we exhibit the ad
vantages or excellencies of one over 
that of the other. Mr. Clark, in his 
great sermon the 4th of July, 1814, 
said, " To contrast the goodness of 
God with our rebeUion, wUl tend to 
make us humble and gratefiil!" 

Anticipation is nearly allied to hope. 
Hope is represented as confidence in 
some future event. It is termed the 
faigfaest degree of well founded expec
tation of some future good. 

A weU founded hope on Scriptural, 

and proper principles, in our religion, 
is said to be a source of pure happi
ness. And anticipation partakes of 

• many of the same desires, feelings, mo
tives, interests and expectations.— 
While Reality takes possession, receives 
the comforts, enjoys the benefits, and 

• carries continually all the sweets, beau
ties and blessings arising from both.— 

Between anticipation ahd realization, 
. there is a •wide distinction. The one 
keeps us in the constant expectation of 
some coming good, the other realizes 
the power of possession, and the joys 
experienced in calling them ours. 

The man of God, who calmly trusts 
inaU hisProvidences, anticipates in his 
religion the prospects offiitnre bliss. 
But realization is not anticipating, it is 
enjoying all that that .experience affords 
and possession promises. 

Anticipation makes it obligatory for 
us to appreciate the satisfaction that it 
renders. Realization as fully demands 
our gratitude for the possession of ex
pected favors, and the joys thus afford
ed. 

Around us, and on every hand, we 
behold the peculiarly busy multitude. 
They are restless, dissatisfied, anxious, 
and fretfiU in thefr present situation.— 
They- are incessantly employed in try
ing to produce some change. But as. 
soon as tfaeir wishes are granted-, that 
/they so anxiously anticipated, reali-
zatioii affords them no pleasure;, a 
'knowledge of their possession produces 
almost immediate dissatisfactioa.— 
.Vf'bete tb^ - anticipate a paradise, they 
find a desolate de^xtt- .How ofteB> does 
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the man of business sigh for leisure and 
the leisure for which he so anxiouslylong-
ed, proves an irksome gloom. For want 
i f employment he frequently languish-

jJB, sickens—dies! The man of retire-
feient, fancies no state to be so happy, 
as that of active life. But soon he 
learns, when engaged in the tumults, 
business, and contests of the world, that 
it is only to look back with regret on 
his past private, and pleasant life, and 
to realize the foUy of the feelings that 
induced him to action. Beauty, wit, 
eloquence and fame are eagerly desired 
by.persons in every rank of life. They 
are the parents fondest wisfa for tfaeir 
chUdren: they are frequently the 
strongest ambition of the young; and 
the peculiar admiration of the old.— 
Yet, in whatnumberless instances have 
they proved to those who possessed 
them, no other than shining snares.-— 
Emphatica%, seductions to vice ; in
stigations to folly; and in the end, 
Bources of misery and wretchedness ! 

Possibly, th'ey might have passed 
their days pleasantly faad tfaey been 
less conspicuous. The very distinctions 
which brought tbem forth to notice, 
may have conferred splendor, but they 
at once destroyed then happiness. An
ticipations of better, brighter and hap
pier days, have often caused persons to 
make the seemingly innocent request 
of long Ufe. Yet how many times 
have we seen those who in this, have 
most sadly erred ! There was a period 
when they might have quitted the stage 
of life with honor and in peace. But 
by living too long, they outlived their 
reputation; outlived their friends; out-
Jived their comforts; outlived their 
famUy; and in fact outlived all who 
cared'for them. And finally to reap 
nothing from their continuance of days, 
save to feel more fully the pressure of 
age; to Jrink the bitter dregs of life ; 
and to realize a greater, and a severer 
compass of human woe and want. 

But the contrast on the opposite side 
is better. We look at the power of 
anticipation on the mind and feelings 
of the great and the good Washington. 
He seemed to realize the Btrength of 

Liberty; the force of Republicanism; 
and the precious benefits to be enjoyed 
in a land called the home of the free. 

Anxious anticipation enabled Fulton 
to concentrate the power of steam ; 
Franklin to tame and control the rapid 
Ughtning: Boone to brave tbe long 
and lonely dangers of the forest, and 
Field to finally finish the Atlantic Ca
ble. 

It was the anticipated good that so 
eminently enabled Luther to face the 
thunders of the Vatican. 

Wesley annually to travel thousands 
of miles, preach hundreds of sermons, 
suffer severe persecutions, and Jto be in 
labors abundant. Tfae same anticipa
ted hope, prepared Howard to be found 
in the Lazar-house—the prison and the 
dungeon.' 

Columbus anticipated a new world, 
and after meeting numerous discour
agements, organized opposition, terri
ble trials, and anxious years, he finally 
realized his anticipatious. 

Abraham grapples with his peculiar 
position; the promise enables him to 
anticipate a better and a brighter day. 
The scenes seem to darken around 
him, accumulating difficulties try him, 
until the trying moment of Mount Mo-
riah is to test him by Divine direction. 
The object of his truest affections must 
be sacrificed. The hour was dark, the 
command mysterious, but Divine or
ders are to 'be complied with. At the 
severest point, he realizes the deliver
ance wrought by an. Almighty and All-
•wise hand! 

We look at-Joseph, the loved of his 
father; we mark the jealousy of fais 
brotfaers—we see him sold among 
strangers. A mysterious Providence 
permits his persecution, his unholy 
imprisonment, and final humiliation. 

He maintains his integrity—antici
pates a deliverance, and ponfidently 
expects an ultimate and triumphant 
victory. 

Deliverance comes, honors follow, 
he rises to eminence—possesses author
ity—and enjoys the true realization of 
Brothers humbled and kind: and is 
again under a father's strongest, sweet-


