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DEAK BBO. ROBEBTS,—You may rec
ollect, that a year or two since I sent 
rou an article, which you published, on 
loliness in the Ministry; and from the 

importance of the subject, and the ne
cessity of keeping it constantly before 
the mind, I trust the following additional 
remarks upon the same subject, will not 
be unacceptable to you. 

The normal condition of man, as he 
came from the hands of his Maker, was 
that of holiness. " God made man up-
^^ht," and capable of remaining so; 
Isd as holiness and happiness are in-
leparably connected, of course He made 
lim to be happy. "Sin, which has 
Irought death into our world and all 
our woe," being contraband of the laws 
and purposes of man's creation, was 
forbidden on pain of death; and so in
tent was the beneficent Creator upon 
pur happiness, that even after we had 
Mien and made ourselves miserable 
thereby. He provided for a restoration 
.to a state of holiness—with our own 
ftHiperation and consent, of course— 
that we might still realize the end of 
our creation—a joyful and happy ex-
isteiice—notwithstanding the fall. 

Our own personal happiness, howev
er, is not the only motive to a holy 
We. We can no otherwise glorify God, 
or be useful to our fellow-creatures, 
than by being holy ourselves. But, 
while holiness is equally necessary to. 
*"•" personal well-being of all classes 

and conditions ofthe human famay.its 
paramount importance to the ministry, 
on account of the superior infiuence they 
exert over the character and destiny 
of mankind generally, requires that we 
insist upon it more especially as it re
lates to them. "When God said," Be ye 
holy, for I am holy ;" there are many 
reasons for supposing thathe must have 
had special reference to the ministry, on 
whose character and infltienee so much 
depends. ' As God is holy in MB own 
character, it might have been concluded 
a priori that he would choose those, and 
those only, to represent and serve him 
in the ministry who are like himself. 

Accordingly we find the command ac
tually given, "Be ye holy for I am holy;" 
i.e., be like Me, that ye may be prepared 
and qualified to promote the interests 
of my kingdom, into which "nothing un
clean can possibly enter." 

What earthly sovereign or ruler was 
ever known to select his cabinet, and 
other officials belonging to the executive 
corps, from among the disloyal ? All 
must be of tbe same political character 
with himself. And the moment any one 
fails to act in harmony with him in the 
administration of the government, that 
moment he is summarily superseded by 
another who will faithfiilly carry out 
the instructions received from headquar
ters. And will God employ an unholy 
ministry, who fail not to compromise 
theintetestsofhis kingdom by "serv
ing divers sins and lusts ?" 

" H e that sinneth is of the Devil;" 
but all unholy ministers sin; therefore 
all unholy ministers are of the Devil. 
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And are these the characters whom the 
Head of the Church has chosen and sent 
forth to propagate " a holy religion," and 
persuade a revolted world "to be recon
ciled to God f Ah, no: They " have nei
ther part nor lot in the matter;" but 
are practically at least " the enemies of 
the cross of Christ," building up the 
kingdom of darkness and peopling the 
regions of the damned ! As "a corrupt 
tree cannot bring forth good fruit, or 
a bitter fountain send forth sweet wa
ters;" so neither can an unholy ministry £ 
promote the interests of true religion."" 
They may " add many to the church," 
by means of their bogus revivals; but 
•not " of such asahall be saved." 

The necessity of holiness in the min
istry will farther appear from the na
ture of their calling. In all our various 
undertakings pertaining to the present 
Kfe, there is sought to be a correspond
ence between the character we possess 
and the object of our pursuit. There is 
little hope of success upon any other 
ground. Hence it is that we are accus
tomed to consult the genius, the tem
perament, the taste of our children in 
determining their occupation or mode 
of life; and in the division of labor gen
erally, the peculiarities of each individ
ual and his adaptation to particular 
situations and employments, are care
fully considered. So in like manner, 
there must of necessity be a correspond
ence between the cnaracter of the Chris
tian minister and the objects of his 
calling. The adaptation of the means 
to the end so necessary in all other pur
suits, can never be dispensed with in 
relation to the ministry. If we are holy 

. "we can do nothing against the truth, 
bu t /o r the truth;" if «»holy, nothing 
for the truth, but against the truth.— 
" By their fruit shall we know them." 
" Men do not gather grapes of thorns, 
nor figs of thistles." The tendency of 
the life and ministrations of an unholy 
minister " is evil and only evil contin
ually." "If the gospel, be hid," how
ever, even by these miserable experts 
in deception, it can only be hid from 
those who are willingly " blinded by 
the god of this world." " Those who 
walk in the Jight, as Christ is in the 

light," following their spiritual guides 
and teachers even, only as they follow 
Christ, cannot be imposed upon. The 
unholy minister, like the w oif in Esop's 
fables, may draw his sheep-skin over 
him, and pass for awhile among the 
flock, in silence, for one of their num
ber ; but he no sooner opens his mouth 
and begins to speak, than the sheep are 
terrified by the harsh and grating tones 
of his wolf-voice, and fly from him with 
the utmost precipitation and horror. 

But the wonderful susceptibility of 
roBnkind to be afiected by example— 
especially that of their religious teach
ers—evinces, beyond almost anything 
else, the necessity of holiness in the 
ministry. It is well known, that every 
faculty or passion of our emotional na
ture, has its corresponding or appropri
ate external object. And as example 
becomes the corresponding object, or 
natural excitant of the faculty of imi
tation, we are all more or less affected 
by i t ; for we are all possessed of the 
faculty of imitation, and all brought 
into contact with example by whioh 
tbis faculty is brought into exercise.— 
We are aware that our children must 

. be farmers, having their flocks and herds 
and implements of husbandry ; or me
chanics, having their shops and tools 
and furniture; or preachers even, hav
ing their churches and congregations 
and pulpits, and must sing and pray 
and preach : according to the example 
of their parents or guardians, or others 
associated with them in the various re
lations of life. And we know how to 
take advantage of this imitative faculty 
in them, to teach them letters, business, 
or whatever we wish them to learn of 
things pertaining to this life. We un
derstand that they must be shown as 
well as told—must be aided in the ac
quisition of whatever we would teach 
ihem, by example—and we fail not to 
make them, in general, what we desire 
in these respects. Nor is it otherwise 
with those of riper years: these also, 
still possessing tbe faculty of imitation, 
are still reached, and more Dr less con
trolled—unconscious to themselves, it 
may be—by the power of example. _ 

Let us remember, then, that while 
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the susceptibility •of our nature to be 
afiected by example constitutes one of 
those social qualities which place the 
character, and consequently the destiny, 
of others, very much in our hands; the 
inost scrupulous advantage should be 
taken of it to make our children, and 
all others coming within the sphere of 
the influence of our example, what they 
must be in order to be saved. By this 
admirable arrangement—the adaptation 
of example to influence the imitative 
faculty'—it is placed in our power to 
make others good by being good our
selves ; and of bringing them into the 
enjoyment of the higher attainments of 
religion even, by exemplifying those 
attainments in our own lives. This is 
the privilege of all; nay, and their duty 
also. All may and should go largely 
into the blessed work of soul-saving by 
means of a holy example. 

But if private Christians may do so 
much in promoting the salvation of their 
fellow-creatures, limited, as they gener
aUy are, in their public gifts and field 
of labor; how much more-might be 
done in this way by tbe ministry, from 
the far wider sphere in which they 
move, and the many-fold greater influ- • 
ence they exert in society. They need 
not be distinguished for tbeir eloquence, 
or talent. It depends infinitely less on 
talent, than piety. Example—let me 
repeat it—example constitutes the Sam
son-locks in which their great strength 
lies. Shorn of these, they are " weak 
as other men;" and all the talent in the 
world cannot begin to supply their place. 
It is this—the example of the ministry 
—which becomes at once the centre of 
influence, and the measure of Christian 
attainment with the people among whom 
they labor as spiritual guides and teach
ers. No church can live under the 
leadings of a dead minister; for if he 
finds them alive, he will be sure to kill 
them very soon. But where holiness, 
reigning in the hearts of the ministry, 
pervades their public ministrations, 
their pastoral intercourse, their conver
sation and lives, the field of labor they 
occupy must flourish. The work of 
revival, embracing the conversion of 
sinners and the sanctification of be

lievers, must constantly go on. So it 
always has been. So it always vrill be. 

If Nelson, and Abbot, and Garrett
son, were more usefiil than many others 
in the ministry of their time, it was 
owing to the higher type of their piety, 
rather than to any extraordinary talent 
they possessed. And we may lay it 
down as a rule, which will admit of few 
exceptions, we venture to say, that the 
success of the ministry will be very 
nearly in the ratio of their spiritual at
tainments. We are happily acquainted 
with a number of brethren in the min
istry, of moderate literary and mental 
accomplishments, who are far more 
successful in advancing the cause of 
Christ than others of a much higher 
grade of talent, only because they are 
far more holy. There is a mighty 
moral power, a spiritual omnipotence, 
in holiness, which nothing can withstand. 
It is said of Stephen, the first Christian 
martyr, that " they could not resist the 
wisdom, and the spirit, with which he 
spake;" finding it far more difl[icult, we 
doubt not, to resist his spirit than his 
wisdom—it being none other than the 
spirit of holiness. And while "the 
enemies of the cross of Christ," in ab
solute defiance of their authority, can 
say to " the sons of Sceva "—unboly 
ministers—" Jesus we know, and Paul 
we know," and all who live and preach 
holiness we know, " buf who are ye ?" 
a holy ministry can say with equal bold
ness, in reporting the success of their 
missionary excursions to " the Master," 
" even the devils are subject to us thro' 
thy Name." 

There is yet another phase of exam
ple which shows still more clearly the 
necessity of holiness in the Christian 
ministry, viz., the relation which it 
bears to what we shall call social at
traction—a law belonging equally to 
our nature with the facvJty of imitation, 
and no less concerned in shaping our 
character and destiny. This law, in 
the world of intellectual beings, is stri
kingly an^ogous to the law of the at
traction of gravitation in the natural 
world, where the attraction of all ma
terial bodies being mutual, the larger 
control the motions of th •» smaller. As 
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the sun controls the planets of the solar 
system, and the planets their respective 
satellites or moons, in exact proportion 
to their density or weight; so with re
spect to mankind: the more elevated 
or influential in society control the in
ferior classes, everywhere giving tone 
and character to the masses of the peo
ple. Such, consequently, as are the 
leaders in community, such are the 
obsequious multitudes who are led by 
them. 

But of all who act a leading part in 
society, there are none who occupy the 
same elevated and commanding position 
with the Christian ministry. They 
clearly stand at the head of the race— 
" Christian being the highest style of 
man:" and Christian minister, the high
est style of Christian. The object of 
the ministry—the evangelization of the 
world—^requiring that they should be 
possessed of a commanding influence, 
God has placed them at the head of so
ciety for this purpose; enjoining it 
upon the people to submit to their just 
authority, as unto Himself. The sa-
credness with which God has invested 
the character of his ambassadors, and 
the awful sanctions by which he has • 
guarded their authority, will appear 
from the following passages of Scrip
ture : " Touch not mine anointed, and 
do my prophets no harm." " He that 
receiveth you, receiveth me; and he 
that despiseth you, despiseth me."— 
•" And whosoever shall not receive you, 
nor hear your words, when ye depart 
out of their house or city, shake off the 
dust of your feet as a testimony against 
them. Verily I say unto you, It shall 
ba more tolerable for theland of Sodom 

r and Gomorrah, in the judgment, than 
for them." From these, and other 
similar passages of Holy Writ, we per
ceive that the controling influence of 
the ministry is founded as well upon 
the injunctions of the Word of God, as 
upon tfae law of social attraction ; and 
by this two-fold arrangement—the ap
pointment of tbe ministry to rule, and 
of the people to " obey them that have 
the rule over them and submit them
selves"—the eternal destiny of the 
people seemc well nigh placed at the 

disposal of the ministry ! Of course, 
as example lies at tbe foundation of all 
this ministerial influenee, it almost ne
cessarily follows that the people, poor 
souls, are doomed to be either happy 
or miserable, as the ministry who have 
the pastoral oversight of them are either 
holy or unholy in their own personal 
character. 

But remember, this almost absointe 
power of the ministry over the people 
was given them for the sole purpose of 
enabling them to reform and save their 
fellow-creatures, according to the terms 
of their commission. And remember, 
too, that they are well able to do this, 
by the grace of God. Thousands upon 
thousands have been already saved thro' 
the instrumentality of a living ministry, 
and thousands upon thousands more 
will yet be saved, we humbly trust, by 
their means. They must stUl, as ever, 
owe it, however, not to the civil arm, 
or to ecclesiastical authority, or to any 
merely human acquisition, tbat they 
possess this wonder-working power; 
but to the attraction of that highest of 
social qualities—the spirit of holiness— 
exemplifled in their disinterested labors 

• and sacrifices for the salvation of souk 
Yea, it is a holy example, co-operating 
with the imitative faculty and the sus
ceptibilities of social attraction belong
ing to human nature, which alone gives 
them their success in winning souls to 
Christ. The standard of Christian char
acter in the church, or the grade of their 
attainments in religion, will be found 
almost universally to correspond to the 
example of their teachers. " Like 
priest, like people," is a maxim,the truli 
of which has been demonstrated by the 
history of all ages; and the same will 
undoubtedly continue to be the case to 
the end of time. Example, then, being 
at once the external corresponding ob
ject,' or natural incitant of the faculty 
of imitation, and of social attraetability, 
by which the great mass of mankind 
are influenced ; and the example of the 
ministry, having vastly more to do with 
these susceptibilities than all others in 
shaping, the character and destiny of 
tbeir fellow-creatures; how can it be 
exoectec? that souls wiU be converted 
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and saved by means of an unholy min
istry? The very idea of soul-saving 
by such a ministry—those, we mean, 
who are neither now holy, nor even 
"going on to perfection," being already 
in a justified state—is preposterous.— 
As well might you " bring a clean thing 
ont of an unclean," or cause " a bitter 
fountain to send forth sweet waters." 
Nay, " Christ does not oast out devils 
by Beelzebub;" or, which ia the same 
thing, by unholy ministers. 

What shall we say, then, of the great 
body of the ministry of the present 
day? the most of whom are confessedly 
destitute of holiness; and not a few, 
contemners of the doctrine itself. -Are 
snch a ministry of a character to evan
gelize the .world, or " spread Scripture 
holiness over the land " ? Nothing is 
farther from their intention even. Their 
object clearly is, to secure the pre-emi
nence and emoluments of the sacred 
office; willing enough to take advan
tage of the respect and veneration every 
where felt for the clerical profession, to 
serve themselves of the people whom 
it is their duty to serve. Aye, they are 
guilty of the most shameful perversion 
of the gospel of Christ; " preaching . 
themselves," instead of " Jesus Christ 
the Lord;" and even prostituting the 
influence of their high and holy calling 
to the base and rillainous purpose of 
selfaggrandizementand the encouraging 
of pride, worldliness, and fashionable 
amusements among the people. "Tell 
it not in Gath; publish it not in the 
streets of Askelon;" that a power, lit
tle less tban divine, conferred upon tbe 
namistry for the benefit of mankind, 
should be perverted to their demorali
zation and ruin! Was ever guilt so 
deep!—so damnable! Wesley says, 
(Vol. 2d of Sermons, page 450,) " A 
worldly clergyman is a fool, above all 
fools; a madman, above all madmen! 
Snch vile, infamous wretches as these, 
»re the real 'ground of the contempt 
pf the clergy.' Indolent clergymen, 
pleasure-taking clergymen, money-lov-
ingclergymen, praise-loving clergymen, 
preferment-seeking clergymen: these 
^e the wretches tbat cause the orderin 
general to be contemned. These are 

the pests of the Christian world; the 
grand nuisance of mankind; a stink in 
the nostrUs of God! Such as these 
were they, who made St. Chrysostom 
say, ' Hell is paved with the souls of 
Christian priests.'" 

f", Finally: The necessity of holiness in 
the ministry appears most impressively 
from the difficulties connected with their 
calling. The rescuing of immortal souls 
lost and undone by sin, from their mis
erable condition, will be found no hey
day or easy-chair occupation: 

" But what might flu an angel's lieart. 
And filled a Savlonr's hands." 

In the mighty conflict which is going 
on between the church and the world, 
the ministry are placed " in the fore
front of the hottest battle," and exposed 
to the beavie-st fire. And from the 
greater danger to be apprehended from 
them on the part of the enemy, they 
are sure to be fired upon •with the deadj 
liest aim. " Not a stone will be left 
unturned " to place them hors du combat, 
or silence their battery in some way. 
Indeed, the trials of the ministry are 
not only very great, but very peculiar. 
Among other things, they must run the 
hazard of incurring the displeasure of 
the people with whom they live and 
labor, by denouncing their sins; must 
perform the critical task of reproring 
those, in many instances, on whom they 
are dependent for their bread; must 
interfere for the adjustment of misun
derstandings, where both of the con
tending parties are of the number of 
their personal friends; and the bitter 
dregs of persecution, even unto mar
tyrdom, where any are to be sacrificed 
upon that altar, must be •wrung out to 
them. And how is all this to be en
dured, without that fortitude, resigna
tion, and patience, which tbe spirit of 
holiness alone can inspire 1 " Subject 
to like passions vrith other men;'' equal
ly susceptible of hope and fear, of weari
ness and want, of pleasure and pain; 
equally attached to home and friends, . 
with the same instinctive shrinking 
fi-om difiiculties vrith any other class of 
"feeble man;" they would be utterly 
incapable of " forsaking all and follow-
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ing Chi-ist" in the work of their calling, 
without holiness. 

That many choose the sacred ofiice 
and spend their days in the ministry 
without this attainment, is but too true. 
We can say nothing for their usefulness, 
however, nothing for their Christian 
character, nothing for their honesty 
even. They are no more "ministers 
of righteousness" because " they trans
form themselves" as such, than Satan 
is " an angel of light," because he as
sumes that character. And though they 
may pass for genuine Christian minis
ters with some; may succeed in attain
ing their main objecb—a fat salary— 
ind, perhaps, in worming their way to 
positions of popularity and power, by 
catering to the appetites and prejudices 
of the.fashionable world; "deceiving 
even tbe very elect, if it were possible;" 
it still remains that no one can " be a 
faithful dispenser of the word of God 
and of His holy sacraments," or fulfill 
the duties and accomplish the objects of 
the Christian ministry, WITHOUT HOLI
NESS. 

Like as a Fathw. 
BY MISS ADELAIDE STOUT, 

O, YOUNG heart touched •with sudden grief. 
And 'wUdered by strange fears : 

I watch thy spirit looking forth 
Through mist of gathered tears. 

Nor fold thee in love's gentle clasp, 
Nor speak the soothing word : 

For lo! vrith a Bw,e6t opening thought 
Mine inmost sool is stirred. 

I feel it, leaf by leaf, unfold 
In sUence pure and deep; 

Like dew unto the lily are 
The tears thy young eyes weep. 

I hear the dropping of those tears— 
Feel every pulse's tliroe; 

O, heart! O, mourning heart, I cry, 
" The Father " connteth so. 

. Thine every grief, O, chords of love f— 
E'en our infirmities— 

Beach np and sweep with trembling band, 
And falt'ring touch o'er thee. 
Buffalo, N.T. 

MT EXPERIENCE. 

BY JOSEPH MAOEEY. 

IT is now over five years since God, 
for Christ's sake, forgave me my sins, 
and sanctified and satisfied my soul.— 
From the time of my conversion to 
the present hour, I have never for a 
moment lost my relish for religion; 
but each day my relish has been more 
keen, new, and satisfactory. And while 
I write this, I feel that I am walking in 
the sunlight of heaven. I not only 
have religion, but I enjoy religion; and 
the secret of my keeping it and enjoy
ing it, is obedience. Since I gave my 
heart to God, I bave striven to obey 
him in all and every thing: and if I 
have not, it has not been for the want 
of love, but rather for want of knowl
edge. Success, thus far, has attended 
all my efibrts, temporal as well as spir
itual, and the cause has been a loving 
disposition to do the will of God. 1 
have a wonderful clear conception of 
heavenly things at times, which only 
becomes mixed when I allow anxiety oi 
cares to accumulate. I know that my 
Redeemer liveth, as clearly as Job knew' 
it, and it is pleasant to contemplate it 

Success is not confined to money—as 
some look upon it. A knowledge of 
God is a success; the conversion of 
friends, another success; to have the 
soul satisfied, is also a success. Chris
tians look at success from different 
stand - points. Generally, they call 
wealth a success; but accumulation of 
money is sometimes not so satisfactory 
—indeed is not, to the real Cfaristian, 
so satisfactory—as a superior knowl
edge of eternal things. Some profes
sors imagine, if God blesses them with 
a good deal of money, tbat .that is real 
success, though in their souls they feel 
a leaflness. 1 thin k, if God really blesses 
a man in temporal things, he is equally 
blessed in spiritual. They are nevei 
separated.. "All things work together 
for good;" and if I am blessed in tem
poral, and have less relish for the spir
itual, I cannot accomplish the good that 
I would were I blessed in both alike. 

We hear professed Christians often 
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say, " Well, God is blessing me tem
porally ;" and they feel glad of it, and 
hold on to it as though it was a leg or 
an arm. If God gives. He expects you 
to do likewise. If He gives liberally. 
He expects you to also give liberally. 
If you withhold, you have not faith in 
God, and fail in the blessing. My own 
success has been, letting it go where 
God showed me He wanted me to ; and 
I have had generally pretty clear light 
on the subject. I bad at one time, since 
my conversion, many thousands of dol
lars ; and then I have been without a 
dollar. I felt just as contented in one 
state as in the other. I have learned 
for myself the secret of trusting God. 
1 know He will do it. Jehovah jirah 
(the Lord will provide,) has neverfailed 
thus far. My main success is, in enjoy
ing God. 

In the early part of my Christian life, 
God gave me the promise, " I will never 
fail thee; I will never forsake thee;" 
and I have been able to hold on thereto 
with wonderful tenacity. It pays me 
to trust God; I do trust Him. I go 
not to man for help; true, I consult— 
but God is my helper. In my business, 
1 .look to Jesus. I tell him that He 
knows all things; He knows that I love 
him; and my one desire is to do His 
will, and see His cause prosper; and 
He knows this, too, and no good thing 
is withheld. If Christians would con
sult God more—consult man less—suc
cess, spiritual and otherwise, would 
corae. Contentment is great gain.— 
Some are never satisfied. There are 
many "• Oliver Twists " in the world, 
constantly " wanting more." Be con
tent. If God removes one leg, praise 
Him that it was not an eye, or both 
your limbs. If anything we have is 
removed, we appreciate it the mpre. 
Let us learn, then, while we have, to 
thank God from our hearts that it is as 
well as it is, and to do unto others as 
we would have others do unto us ; by 
which means, what we faave increases, 
whether it be money, faith, love, joy, 
or anythingjelse. The " secret of the 
Lord is with them that fear him." 

It requires watching to become ac
quainted with tbe secret. It is quite 

necessary that we be obedient in all 
things, to know the secret. 

Why Christians are not successful, is 
their disobedience. I am not now caU
ing wealth alone a success. To me, 
things spiritual—" to know Him "—is 
a far greater success than any other 
success, and to the pilgrim, is the suc
cess of all successes. 

THE CBOSS OF CUBIST. 

As far as in him lies, he who attrib
utes the glory of redemption not to the 
cross of Christ, but to his own holy 
conversation, renders void aud of none 
effect the mystery of the Dirine dis
pensation. But God forbid that I 
should glory save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, in whom is our sal
vation, life and resurrection. I see, 
indeed, three capital objects in the work 
of our salvation—first, the form of hu
mility, by which the Son of God made 
faimself of no reputation; second, the 
measure of love which he extended, 
even to the death upon the cross; and 
third, the mystery of redemption, in 
which he suffered death. The two for
mer, exclusive of the latter, are as if 
you painted on a vacuum. Great and 
necessary, indeed, was the example of 
humility; great and worthy of all ac
ceptation was the example of his char
ity; but remove redemption, and these 
have no ground to stand upon. I would 
follow the humble Jesus. I would em
brace with the arms of love t im who 
loved me, and gave himself for me ; 
but I must eat the Paschal Lamb. Un
less I eat his flesh and drink his blood, 
I have no life in me. Neither examples 
of humility nor displays of charity are 
anything without redemption.—St. Ber
nard. 

God's Blessings. 
V 

GOD sends the silvery dew of eve, 
To fiU the tmy cup 

Of every flower o'er all the earth,. 
That meekly looketh up. 

And never weary heart is turned 
"With trusting love to, Him. 

But softly as the evening dew 
His blessing falls therein. 

—Adelaid&^ouf. 
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II 

I 
l l 

LEPBOST PIAGUE. 
Lev. ziii. and xiv. 

BY MBS. H. A. CBOUCH. 

IT is exceedingly interesting to study 
the Old Testament Scriptures in the 
light of tfae Spirit, witfa reference to tfae 
types, and not only is it interesting, 
but it is also profitable; for, rightly 
understood, there is in them instruction 
and counsel, which, if followed, will 
save us from a thousand snares; and 
we shall see such harmony between 
them and the other, and plainer teach
ings of the Bible, as sfa^l give us to 
exclaim involuntarily, this Bible is the 
word of God. 

But we must be careful lest we spec
ulate and guess, and arrive at conclu
sions wfaicfa are not warranted in Scrip
ture, and thus " add unto tfaese things," 
or wrest tfaem to our destruction. 

"And when they were alone, he 
(Jesns) expounded all things to his dis
ciples. 

Leprosy is a disease whiefa stands as 
a type of sin. Inveterate, contagious, 
incurable. Nothing but the power of 
God could remove it. " Am I God to 
kill and to make alive, that this man 
doth send unto me to recover a man of 
his leprosy ?" said the king of Israel 

.when he read the letter of the^king of 
Syria, and saw before him tfae leprous 
Naaman, waiting to be faealed. 

Jesus sent the leprous man whom fae 
had healed to the priest, to offer those 
things which Moses commanded,/or a 
testimony unto them, "What man is 
He who hath done this thing?" they 
would naturally say. "He must be 
God." 

The person affected with this dread
ful and loatfasome disease, (wjiich a 
traveler in the East—Mr. Maiindrel, 
says, was so noisome that it migUt well 
pass for the utmost corruption of tfae 
human body on this side of the-grave,) 
bad but one hope. He must come at 
once to the high priest, and bring cer
tain offerings, and follow out the course 
prescribed by God. 

So, thou afiiicted one, come to thy 
great High Priest with thy offerings, 

foUow the directions of God, and in due 
time He shall pronounce thee, "clean." 

The cure is instantaneous. No grow
ing out of leprosy into health. The 
growing is the other way—worse and 
worse. Even after the poor leper had 
come to the higfa priest, and was pass
ing tfarough certain processes necessary 
to healing, he grew worse and worse. 
The seventh day he was worse than he 
was tfae first. And wfaat might seem 
strangest of all, when the poor man 
was white with leprosy from his head 
even to his foot, so that tfaere was not 
a place that was not affected by the 
plague, tfae priest pronounced faim, 
" clean." (Verses 12 and 13.) But if 
there were the smallest spot wfaicfa 
seemed to be " not quite so bad," the 
priest pronounced him, "unclean." 

So thou who comest to Cfarist to be 
cleansed of tfay sin, as long as tfaou 
dost see one good thing in thyself, one 
thing which thou supposest to be free 
from the ^ague,—or not greatly affect
ed by it, He will still pronounce thee, 
" unclean." But when thou dost see 
thyself all pollution, tfay wfaole head 
sick, thy whole heart faint, from the 
sole of thy foot even unto thy head, 
no soundness, but wounds and bruises, 
and putrifying sores, tfaen—blessed 
Jesus !—He will speak tfaee, " clean." 

Let me introduce an illustration here 
that was given by brother Pomeroy to 
a sister who was in despair because of 
the view she had of her leprous state. 

Here is a man who has taken, as be 
supposes, a hard cold. He calls a phy
sician wfao teUs him that he is coming 
down with the small-pox. (Tfae first 
indication of tfaat disease is as a hard 
cold.) The man firmly believes that 
it is nothing but a cold, but he takes 
tbe remedies prescribed, and recovers. 
In speaking of his physician, he will 
say, "O yes, he is a good, good doctor, 
but he does not know faalf of the time 
what is the matter with people. He 
told me once I ^ad the small-pox, when 
I only had a hard cold. He cured me, 
but if my motfaer faad been witfa me 
to nurse me up a little, I would have 
got along just as well. 

But suppose tfaat same man to be al 
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most dead witfa the small pox; just one 
living mass of corruption. He calls 
the doctor. " Oh doctor ! You can 
do nothing for me ! I am a dead man! 
There is no hope." "Yes, there is," 
the Doctor replies: " I understand your 
case perfectly, and can heal you. You 
follow my directions, and you will 
come out all right." 

He has faith in his physician, follows 
the course prescribed and is cured. 

What a wonderful physician !" he 
says. A wonderful physician 1 Why, 
I was almost dead with the small pox, 
and he cured me ! 

God tells us in fais word ofthe utter
ly depraved co idit'on of every child of 
Adam, But we ihnk we are not ver 
bad;—not anywhere near so bad as 
God thinks we are; and it is not till 
we begin to come out of darkness into 
light, that we can see our dreadful con
dition. We must see it before we are 
cured, or we shall not give God the 
glory due unto his holy name; and 
when we do get one fair view of our
selves, in the blazing light of God, we 
shall see it is no sligfat cold, nor hard 
cold ; but veritable leprosy ; leprosy in 
every part ; and if we do not get our 
eyes off from ourselves and look to 
Jesus, we shall die of despair. 

But when we are saved—Ah ! tfaen 
we give glory to God, who alone doeth 
wondrous things, and we love him in
tensely, and we servehim joyfully. We 
love much, because we are forgiven 
much ; but to whomsoever little is for
given, the same loveth little. 

This is doubtless the true cause of 
the present low standard of piety. 
People do not get into the ligfat suffi
ciently to see tfaeir defilement, or know 
their deep-seated depravity. Tbey 
have only a " hard cold," and a little 
nursing from mother Church issufHcient 
to cure them. 

If you see yourself hopelessly lep
rous, praise God, and take courage. 
The more wretched and vile you see 
yourself, the more hope there is for 
you. If, in your unsaved state, you 
thought your garments white and 
clean, was it not because you were in 
darkness ? But as you di-ew near to 

the ligfat, you saw the defilement of 
earth, and the deep stains of sin ; and 
every step you took toward tbat un
earthly light but startled you with new 
revelations of your perfectly loathsome 
condition. I t is well for you to know 
yourstate, for now you will hasten to 
tfae Fountain, Thougfa your sins be as 
scarlet, tfaey sfaall be as wfaite as snow. 
Tfaough ye faave been among the pots 
He wiU make you as the wings of a 
dove covered witfa silver, and her feath
ers with yellow gold. 

But the self-righteous leper looks 
upon himself, and tfaen fae looks at 
Cfaristians, and fae says, " I am as white 
as any of.tbem." Ah ! so he is white; 
—white in his own eyes, and white in 
the eyes of the world. God knows 
the blood-washed. 

When Miriam, in self-exaltation, 
said, " Hath the Lord indeed spoken 
only by Moses 1 hath he not also spo
ken by us ? Tfae Lord faeard it, and, 
behold, she became leprous, white as 
snow. Thougfa sfae was a prophetess, 
she was shut from tfae camp, as un
clean, seven days." All that gieat con
gregation knew the reason why they 
did not journey. They knew what had 
befallen their sweet singer,—Miriam. 

Sometimes when those who haveheld 
high positions in the churcfa become 
leprous, instead of covering the lip, 
and crying, " unclean, unclean," (verse 
45) they keep up their profession; 
they still cry as heretofore, " clean, 
olean." And instead of taking their 
habitation alone without the camp all 
tfae days wherein the plague is in them, 
they keep in the midst of God's peo
ple, and number themselves as of 
them. Be theirs Miriam's sin, or some 
other, it appears so small to them as 
not to be counted sin, and, leprous 
though they be, instead of letting God 
judge them, they judge themselves ; 
and the judgment tfaey give is "clean." 

There are other diseases which have 
the same appearance that leprosy has 
in its first steges. Go t a thy High 
Priest. He alone can (judge of thy 
case. Tfay brother doeB.not know. 

" Let us not judge one~ another any 
more." When we see one leprous 
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white, we cannot fail to know his case; 
but, oftentimes, what we might see in 
others, and fear to be the plague, may 
only be the scab, or the burning boil, 
or a freckled spot, (verses 6,23,39,) or 
ceasing from the metaphor, may be an 
error of judgment, or a mistake through 
ignorance, or a want of knowledge of 
what God requires. (Light, it isgener-
ally called.) 

But we must have care of of our 
heads as well as of our hearts. Many 
suppose that if one holds wrong doc
trines, and wrong views, and thinks 
some things are right that others think 
are wrong, only so he îs sincere, he is 
all right. Go to tby great High Priest, 
my friend. He shall look upon thee, 
and it may be He vrill say to thee, 
"Thou art utterly unclean. Thy 
plague is in thy head." (Verse 44.) 

It is really astonishing how this dis
ease spreads. Not only will it spread 
and affect the whole person, but it gets 
into clothes, and into bouses. 

I t is readily understood by some 
how it gets into clothes, and the matter 
of dress is consequently closely guard
ed by them. Every article that is in 
the least suspected to be leprous, is 
brought before the High Priest, and shut 
up until His decisions are given upon 
it. Some people still continue to wear 
their clothes, although they suspect, and 
even know them to be leprous; but 
this is not the Scripture way. They 
shoald be shut up the full number of 
days, (seven—completeness), until it 
is certainly known what sball be done 
•with them. If the High Priest calls 
it " fretting leprosy," that garment— 
whatever it is, or whatever its mate
rial, is unclean. " It shall be burnt in 
the fire. (Verse 52.) 

Very oflen our High Priest does not 
adrise total destruction. He shall 
look, and if it may be rent out of the 
garment. He will bid us do so, and 
not destroy the whole. Such destruc
tion would be wasting our Lord's 
goods. But right here comes in the 
cross. That great patch; it tells its 
story. We only wish our garments 
had been all right from the beginning; 
then we had been saved the trouble of 

tearing out, and patching up, and—what 
is worst of all, the surprised question, 
" What have you been doing to your 
clothes ? and, perhaps, the uncompli
mentary remark, " You,re foolish!" 

Take care you do not get in a leprous 
patch! " I f l take off these flowers," 
said a convicted soul, " I shall have to 
substitute ribbons; and what isthe dif
ference?" 

Whatever is removed because of 
leprous affection, is to be burnt with 
fire. God faas nowhere said that we 
shall give to others what is poisonous 
to ourselves, or that we shall carefully 
preserve infected articles. " Thou shalt 
burn that wherein the plague is, with 
fire." (Verse 57.) 

It seems strange that so much atten
tion is given to leprosy in person, and 
leprosy in clotfaes, and so little to lep
rosy in houses. Is it possible for a per
son to be affected without the contagion 
spreading to their clothes, and their 
house ? Is it possible for the clothes, 
or house, to be affected, without con
taminating the person ? It is a marked 
characteristic of the disease that it 
" spreads." How soon one little tri
fling thing put on,—with some misgiv
ings it may be, prepares the way for 
sometliing more decidedly leprous 1 and 
so from one thing to another he is led 
OD, until poor Gehazi has two full suits 
of Naaman's garments, and his leprosy 
also. 

" Lord, save nain this hourl" 

What shall we de l Yes, there is 
work to be done, evidently, and we may 
have some labor and trouble in doing 
it. But our lives are lives of labor, 
and tbis world is a world of trouble, 
and we may a& well have a little labor 
and trouble in tbe service of tfae Lord, 
as to have it all in the service of self. 

Then strengthen yourselves for the 
work, just as you would if you purpos
ed to tear down your house and build 
greater. This cross,—if it be a cross, 
will come on those, principally, who 
carry the purse, and have strong arms. 
Men are almost exempt from the pecu
liar Cross which seems to bear so heav
ily upon women, inasmuch as tbey can 
dress perfectly plain, and not appear 
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singular either. But if the Bible were 
thorougfaly understood, tfae burdens 
and crosses would be found to be very 
equally distributed. 

Wfaoever you are, then, that own 
such a house, go to Jesus, your High 
Priest, and say, " I t seemeth to me 
there is as it were a plague in the 
house." He will not be indifferent to 
you. He will direct you what to do. 
It may be you will have to take away 
the stones wherein the plague is, and 
scrape the house witfain round about, 
(witbout too, perhaps,) and take other 
stones, and other mortar, and plaster 
the house. And if all this should not 
suffice to cleanse the house, it must be 

- broken down, tbe stones of it, and the 
timber thereof, and all the mortar of 
the house. • 

It does not seem fitting,—nay, I will 
say it should bring the blush to our 
cheeks, to talk of "useless expendi
ture" upon the house of God, when we 
are not slow to use His money, and His 
time, in " useless expenditures " upon 
our own ! There can be no virtue in 
worshiping the Lord in a barn, while 
tfae worshipers dwell in latticed 
houses, and feast at Dives' table. 

We see in the light of the type the 
necessity of a thorougfa work. What
ever it costs of money or labor,- the 
plague must be purged out. Neither 
are we'to be judges in this matter. It 
must be submitted to the High Priest. 
When conviction comes we are too apt 
to say, " 0 this is not leprous!" and so 
we shut our eyes to the light. He 
whose eye sees all things, sees that it 
" spreads," thougfa we may not know 
it. Strangers, friends, tfaose who 
walk with us, those who lodge within 
our houses, stand in such peril of being 
contaminated that they must needs wash 
their garments, lest it happen that just 
such spots and streaks appear in [their 
houses, and in their garments, as are in 
ours. 

If in your anxiety for the spiritual 
health and safety of your friend, you 
were to say, " My friend, is not this a 
leprous spot upon your garment?" and 
you were to be met with that unmis
takable "swelling," "the bright ris

ing," or—what indicates still deeper 
seated leprosy, the enameling of the 
surface, (hardening against the truth) 
or the " scab," that is, layer on lay
er, stratum super stratum, (increas
ed and obdurate hardness,) you might 
well in view of tfaeir peril, pray the" 
Lord to open their eyes that tfaey may 
see their sad condition; but do not say 
another word about their clothes ! 
Leprous garments wiU not harm leprous 
souls. 

Howl love to see manifested that 
childlike, faeavenly spirit, which when 
asked, " ts not this a leprous spot?" re
plies, " Do you tfaink so ? / will go 
and ask Jesus." 

THE WOBD OF TESHMONT. 

BT D. M. H0FEIN8. 

WHEN I was but a babe in Christ, I 
saw and felt that there was a lack of 
Christian love and fellowship among 
professed followers of Christ—especially 
among those Of different denominations 
—which was a great trial to me. I 
thought if they had the pure love of 
God in their hearts, they could not help 
worshiping the Lord together, in spite 
of their different creeds and discipline.^!. 
None were striving for the fullness of 
the gospel. Even those who were 
placed over the flock of Christ as shep
herds and teachers, would stand in the 
door of the Kingdom, and neither go 
in themselves, and tfaose that would go 
in they hindered. I wept over this 
state of things, and began to cry ear
nestly to the Lord to send some faith
ful servant who, like St. Paul, would 
preach the whole truth as it is in Jesus, 
whether the people would hear or 
whether they would forbear. The Lord 
heard and answered my prayer, and 
sent two strangers, who came, not clad 
in Saul's armor; but, like little David, 
armed simply witfa the sling and stone 
of God's Word. "Holiness to the 
Lord," was their motto. They were 
bold and fearless in proclaiming the 
truth to the church as well as tfae world. 
This soon raised a storm of persecution 
and opposition. But the Lord gavg 
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me, and a few others in tbis place, moral 
courage to receive and sustain them.— 
I was soon enabled to testify in the 
Spirit, that my robes were washed and 
made white in the blood ofthe Lamb. 

At one time, a meeting was held 
about ten miles from my home. I went, 
and staid tbe night previous to the meet
ing with some friends who were Meth
odists. In the morning, Mr. A., the 
brother where I staid, tried hard to 
convince me that tfaese strangers were 
impostors, by rehearsing a great many 
hear-say stories against the moral char
acter of one of them. I knew them to 
be false, but had no way to conrince 
him of their falsity. At last I took 
his Bible, one that I had never opened 
bsfore, and said, " Mr. A., if one de
sires light on any subject they are in 
doubt about, don't you think they will 
be permitted to open on some text 
which will give them light?" He re
plied, " Yes." I then said, " I will let 
the Lord decide this matter." I then 
opened the Bible on these words, and 
read them aloud to him and tfae rest of 
the family who were listening to the 
conversation. 

"Then the presidents and princes 
sought to find occasion against this Dan
iel concerning the kingdom, but they 
could find none occasion nor fault, for
asmuch as he was faithful; neither was 
there any error or fault found in him. 
Then said these men. We shall not find 
any occasion against this Daniel except 
we find it against him concerning the 
law of his God." 

This silenced him, and we went to 
the meeting. Now there faad previously 
been word given out by one of the op
position, a Mr. W., that he would lec
ture f^inst the doctrine of holiness, 
after the sermon. The meeting was in 
a school-house. Mr. H., (the brother 
who had been so falsely accused in the 
morning,) preached from these words: 
"The accuser of the brethren is cast 
down which accused them before God 
day and night." 

He preached in the power of the 
Spirit. The man who was to deliver 
the speech against holiness, seemed 
convicted, and would have been glad to 

be excused. But as it had been given 
out before the meeting that he would 
speak, and many had come out of curi
osity to hear him, and no one objecting, 
he, in a hesitating manner, began his 
speech ; and a very artful one it was. 
When he faad finished, a young woman 
asked me what I thought. I replied, 
" The Lord can raise up a little child 
to confound that man." The floor was 
full, and many were standing. Liberty 
was given for testimony. Several spoke, 
but made no allusion to the speech. I 
was standing, listening to others—not 
expecting the Lord would give me any
thing to say—until these words were 
given me; and as they came into my 
mind, I spoke them aloud: 

" There shall be a highway cast up 
for the ransomed of the Lord to walk 
in. It shall be a way of faoliness; no 
unclean thing shall walk therein. The 
vulture's eye never saw it, and the li
on's whelp never trod i t ; but the re
deemed shall walk there." 

As I spoke of tfae •vulture's eye and 
tfae lion's whelp, I was led to turn and 
look at the opposer of holiness, who 
was standing back of the place where 
I stood, near the door. He colored, 
and one of fais comrades said, " There, 
you have got it now." They took their 
hats, and immediately left the house. 
Wfaen they were leaving, it was given 
me to say, " The wicked flee when no 
man pursueth; but the righteous are as 
bold as a lion." 

Thus the Word of the Lord triumphed 
that time. 

THE uses of the cross are not equally 
known to all; nay, cot one of us avails 
himself of them as he migfat, because 
no one sufficiently remembers that the 
cross applies to everything, suffices for 
everything, includes everything; that 
it is all in all; that it gives us e\ ery-
thing on earth, and promises every
thing in faeaven. 

All the power, all the reality of 
Christianity, is here, and here only. 
Even the example and the teaching of 
Jesus Christ himself wait for a ray 
from the cross to vivify and fertilize 
them. 
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3. MASONIC secrecy is Christ-like, or 
it is not. Its spirit and general charac
ter are in unison with the spirit of 
Christ, or they are in harmony with 
the mind and spirit of Satan. 

When Christ came, he told who he 
was, and what he came for. He ex
plained the principles of the mission 
on wfaicfa fae came, and how men migfat 
become partakers of its benefits'. To 
do otherwise, would have given men 
just ground of suspicion as to the pu
rity of his character and intentions.— 
Christ spoke in simplicity and truth
fulness, and resorted to no dishonest 
means in order to induce men to em
brace fais doctrine and become his fol
lowers. He did not appeal to their un
holy passions or desires. He did not 
place before them any merely worldly 
or temporal advantage as an induce
ment to become his disciples. 

Now Masonry is directly the oppo
site of this. The principal inducement 
it holds out, is the temporal advantage 
wfaicfa a mason enjoys in various ways, 
by virtue of Masonry : sucfa as help in 
time of trouble, promotion to office, 
assistance in avoiding punishment, etc. 
Here, it puts on the Bible dress of do
ing "good to all men, and especially 
unto them who are of the household of 
faitb." 

Now these temporal advantages, and 
various others which self interest may 
suggest, together with the signs of re
cognition, constitute the secrets of Ma
sonry, with the exception of the main 
and ultimate design of the wfaole sys
tem, as before mentioned : namely, the 
rejection of Christ. The last named 
secret is kept, generally, by Satan him
self, and with so much caution and sub-
tility that but few of the victims of 
Masonry, especially of those that pro
fess religion, are conscious of the all-
important relation it sustains to Ma
sonry. To fully understand and com
prehend this secret, in all its important 
bearings, itis necessary to ascend to the 
most sublime d^ree of Masonry. The 
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signs of this degree have never been 
lost by death; for Satan, the Grand 
Master of this Boyal Arch Degree is 
still alive. 

With these exceptions. Masonry has 
no secret. The wonderful and myste
rious secret of Masonry is merely an 
enormous hobgoblin: kept in t h ^ back
ground, and robed in a winding-sheet of 
oaths; and rendered all the morefrigfat-
ful by kidnapping and murder. This 
hobgoblin-secret is simply a wily play 
upon the curiosity, and is used as a 
bait. 

Now I ask, in the name of the Lord, 
is Masonic secrecy Christ-like ? Is it 
Christ-like to play upon the passions 
of men, as a motive-power? Is it 
Christ-like to effectually make void tbe 
plainest teachings of the Bible, hood
wink men by specious wiles, and lure 
them onward in the path of deatfa ? Is 
a system wfaereby one man is protect 
ed, or promoted, by virtue of fraternal 
relations, irrespective of cfaaracter, and 
anotfaer man in the same dteree 
wronged. Christlike ? Is a system, the 
character of which is such as to render 
it necessary to kidnap and murder 
those who expose it, and to buy and 
steal all books that expose it, in order 
to bum them, Christ-like ? 

Now, among the many precepts 
wfaicfa Christ has left us, which one is 
it that authorizes such a system? 
Wfaicfa one may be understood to teach 
Masonic clandestinism ? And among 
the many good examples which Cfarist 
has left on record, showing the manner 
of his dealing with persecutors, and tra-
ducers, which one may be taken as a 
precedent for kidnapping, or murder, or 
the destruction of property in vindica
tion, or preservation of character? 
Now, some of you Masonic professors 
of godliness, who have arrived at the 
most sublime heights of Masonry, 
please condescend to give us some Script 
tural answer to the above questions. 

It is said of Satan that, " to show 
him up, is, in fact, to put him down." 
And in fortifying Masonry, Satan seems 
to bave been fully established in the 
policy, not to be "shown up ; " and al
so, that silence was the main bulwark 
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in tfae fortification. Here, Masonry-
puts on the sanctimonious dress of" si
lence and circumspection," as a virtue. 

Now, what what can besaid, or wh^t 
ought to be said in reference to tfae pro
fessed ministers of Cfarist who are in 
fellowship with Masonry 1 Is not the 
language of Christ to the Scribes and 
Pharisees applicable to them? "Ye 
fools and blind :" " But woe nnto you. 
Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for 
ye shut up the kingdom of heaven 
against men: for ye neither go in your
selves, neither suffer ye them that are 
entering to go in." 

4. I propose to consider how Mason
ry should be dealt •with. 

Masonry is either right or •wrong, 
and should be dealt with accordingly. 
If it is right, then, in that case, let 
every Christian give it a helping hand. 
If it is wrong, every follower of Christ 
should use his influence decidedly 
against it. I t i s either one thing or the 
other, and Christians should be one 
thiilg, or tfae otfaer, in their action in re
ference lo it. 

When some of the Jews " married 
wives of Ashdod, of Ammon, and of 
Moab," Nebemiah contended with them, 
and said, "Shall we then hearken unto 
you to do all this great evil, to trans
gress against our God in marrying 
strange wives ? " The sin of marrying 
strange wives was plainly forbidden by 
the Word of God, and anything less 
than a prohibition of this sin, on the 
part of the Church, or of Nebemiah 
himself, would have been complicity 
with it. An admonition, or an advi
sory resolution, would have based Ne-
hemiah's authority on an opinion of his 
own, and not on the Word of God. 

The sufferance of any known sin, on 
the part of the Church, among its mem
bers, without proper rebuke, or con
demnation, is n^ative consent to the 
sin, and complicity with the " accursed 
thing." 

The action of the American Tract 
Society, a few years ago, in refusing to 
publish anti-slavery tracts, (on account 
of which action was the separation of 
the Boston Branch,) was complicity with 
this "sum of all villainies." 

The time-serving spirit of expediency 
which held back the Methodist Episco
pal Cburch from coming up to a Bible-
standard of a prohibitory chapter on 
slavery, until slavery was abolished by 
law, was complicity with this national' 
sin. And its action even then, al
though right, per se, unavoidably bears 
the likeness of expediency. For, afler 
God had dashed us " one against an
other, even tfae fatfaers and the sons to
gether," and had nearly swept away 
this national curse, and rendered it too 
unpopular longer to be tolerated in the 
Chureh, it was then inexpedient not to 
prohibit it. Did not truth and justice 
demand its prohibition before the war, 
just as mueh as after the war ? Was 
not the crime of slavery just as great 
before the war, as it was after it? Did 
not God demand its prohibition just as 
much before tbe war, as after it 1 Now 
this is saying nothing against its worthy 
members who would have prohibited 
slavery in the Church before, could 
tbey have done so. Some other church
es did no better. Had the Methodist 
Episcopal Church,and all other churches 
had the moral courage to do right, re
gardless of the consequences, how 
much more would they have savored of 
the "light of the world," and of the 
" salt of the earth!" 

When Peter dissembled, and some 
of the Jews with him, and " Barnabas 
also was carried away with their dis
simulation," Paul withstood him in a 
way that the character of the sin de
manded. Paul's reproof was not 
merely advisory, fbr Peter's inconsist
ency was as plain as the difference be
tween light and darkness. 

The " eating of those things that 
were offered in sacrifice unto' idols," 
among the Corinthians, was a matter 
of indifference, per se, for neither, if 
they ate-, were tbey tbe better; neither, if 
they ate not were they the worse. Tbe 
wrong in this matter was dependent on 
theconsciences of those that ate. 
. Now, if Masonry was a parallel case 
with the difference of opinion among 
the Corinthians, then, in that case, pro
fessing Christians should refrain from 
fellowship with Masonry, upon the 
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Scriptural ground tfaat Paul stood up
on wfaen fae said, "If meat make my 
brother to offend, I will eat no flesh 
while the world standeth, lest I make 
my brother to offend." This fellow
ship of professing Christians with Ma
sonry is a stumbling block, and neces
sarily so ; for fellowship with the un
godly is forbidden in terms sufficiently 
plain in all parts of the Bible. And 
an organization among the followers of 
Christ, avowedly for clandestine pur
poses, is unauthorized by Scriptural ex
ample or precept; and is an outrage 
upon the common sense of Christianity. 
It is simply stepping within the Devil's 
line of battle, and making use of car
nal weapons. 

It is said that many professing 
Christians, who are Masons, are good 
men. It migfat be said with equal pro
priety that Solomon was a good man, 
when led astray by " strange women:" 
or that Demas was a good man when 
he forsook Paul, " having loved this 
present world." 

It is said that Masonic professors of 
religion believe it is right for them to 
be Masons. They believe it in tfae 
same way tfae Jews believed it was 
right for them to "marry wives of Ash
dod, Ammon, and Moab." They be
lieve it in the same way tbe American 
Tract Society believed it was not right 
for them to publish anti slavery tracts. 
They believe it in the same way that 
the pleaders of expediency in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and other 
churcfaes, before the war, believed it 
was not right for them to prohibit 
slavery in the Church. They have no 
more Scriptural ground of belief, than 
Spiritism or Mormonism has. They 
have no more Scriptural ground of be
lief, tfaan any had in other days, 
for believing tbat the system of slav
ery is a Bible institution. And mere 
admonition or advice, is temporizing 
and unscriptural ground for tfae Church 
to stand upon in opposing the sin of 
Masonry. 

" To the law and to the testimony : 
if they speak not according to this 
word, it is because there is no light in 
them. 

Let Masons who belong to the 
Church justify themselves by the Bible, 
and let tfae Cfanrch accept of that jus
tification ; or else let the Church con
demn them by the Bible, and let Ma
sons accept that condemnation, and 
leave Masonry ; or else let them ad
here to Masonry, and leave the Cfanrch. 

Has tfae Cfaurch any otfaer safe moor
ing than the Word? 

If Masons are in fellowship with any
thing in which they are not allowed, or 
are not able to vindicate themselves 
Scripturally, it is time for the Chureh 
to do something more than admonish, 
or pass advisory resolutions. 

" To the law and to the testimony." 

THE POPE ON FEMALE DBESS. 

Mademoiselle Marie de Gentelles faas 
recently publisfaed a work rebuking la
dies for their too great extravagance in 
dress, and the authoress has been re
warded by an autograph letter from tha 
Pope. His Holiness says : 

" In these times of peril, each day 
more dangerous for the soul, it is our 
custom to apply ourselves to extirpate 
the root of evils, among which the 
extravagance of women assuredly is 
one of tbe first in importance. We 
see, tfaen, witfa great .satisfaction, dear 
daugfater in Jesus Christ, that, not con
tent with conforming yourself to our 
advice, you have so well understood the 
importance and gravity of the matter, 
that you have written a book upon its 
dreadful consequences, and aroused tfae 
women of our time—especially those 
who are enrolled in the association ot 
Christian Mothers and of Children of 
Mary—to league themselves against 
this evil, which is fraught with ruin, to 
the home and the family. •* * * 
It is this which serves as the food for 
evil thoughts—this which consumes the 
resources they ought to keep for their 
children, and wastes the substance 
which ought to be so useful to them.— 
This' it is which so often disunites man 
and wife, and still more often hinders 
marriage, for men are not often fourd 
who consent to charge themselves wi.h 
such enormous expense." 
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JESU MADE ME WHOLE. 

BT OBPHA PELTON. 

WHEN I gave my heart unreservedly 
to the Lord I felt that I never should 
go back to the worid again ; no never! 

• fthen said to myself since 1 am not 
going to the worid for pleasure or 
friendship or any thing else, and as I 
am to obtain all my happiness and en
joyment in God and the things of God, 
1 want all He has promised me in His 
word, and O what a desire sprang up 
in my heart for i t ! 

Very soon after this, I commenced 
to seek the blessing 'of Holiness and 
after a little my whole being was on a 
stretch for purity. O how I hungered 
and thirsted after righteousness. 

Four v/eeks passed and I did not re
ceive the blessing from my Father. 
Not understanding the way of faith, or 
the devices of the enemy, I began to 
think 1 was backsliding. "Tfaere,' 
said the enemy—but not loud enough 
80 that I could know who it was talk-
ing—" The word does not come home 
to you as it has done, and you do not 
desire to meet with the people of God 
as you did; these are sure evidences 
that you are backsliden. O how I felt 
then • I had not left one duty undone, 
and in spite of myself I thought I had 
done what I had had such a horror of 
domg—backslidden. I well remember 
the night the enemy put out the last 
ray of light, and crushed out all hope 
from my sdul, and I sank into despair. 

I will pass over, tbe next five months 
after wUch the Lord gently led me 
outof tfaat state, blessed me with puri
ty and filled my soul proportionately as 
full of Heaven and glory as it had been 
of misery. „ - , 

What I suffered mentally caused an 
excruciating headache and this together 
with my past imprudence greatly im
paired my health. I received help once 
or twice from the Lord but not convic
tion. Thus I lived sometimes better 
and sometimes worse till last summer. 

All along the spring I felt, and had 
many reasons to believe, that the time 
was not far off when I should join tiie 

redeemed in Heaven. I had thought 
so much about it that this had become 
the greatest desire of my heart. It 
seemed to me 1 could not be confined 
in the body any longer, as if this mor
tal must put on immortality, while.I 
felt the words of tbe Apostle, " For in 
this we groan, earnestly desiring to be 
clothed upon with our house which is 
from Heaven." And yet I would 
sometimes feel were this to be the 
case, but very little of my work for 
eternity would be done. 

In June 1 attended the Murray camp 
" meeting. Here I saw (what I never 

before had seen) the sick made well 
and heard the testimony of those who 
had been healed. I looked on astonished, 
and for some lime had no idea that I 
could have tbis blessing, supposing it 
to be something far beyond what I 
could hope for. But the light kept 
shining till one day I said, " Lord if it 
ts thy will I should be healed (not be
lieving that it was) give me some word 
from the Bible to convince me of it. I 
opened on this, "Behold, I wUl bring it 
healtfa and cure, and I will cure tfaem, 
and will reveal unto them the abun
dance of peace and truth." 

I now saw my privilege, and that if 
I did not go forward I sfaould, of course, 
go back. 

The cross was heavy, and the first 
time I prayed aloud for health, dark
ness, coldness, and indifference, settled 
over me, such as I never had experien
ced but once before, and that was when 
despair filled my soul. The enemy came 
in like a flood, but I- was given to see 
tbat it was the enemy, that he was try
ing to keep me back as he saw that 
for me to have tbis work done would 
bring glory to God. He did not mean 
I should have the blessing, and 1 deter
mined to defeat bim. 

Soon after, I was greatly blessed and 
encouraged while conversing with a 
brother, but the work was not yet done, 

However I had learned this lesson, 
tfaat when I was seeking any definite 
blessing and had such feelings and temp- . 
tations as I have just spoken of, it is a 
sure sign of victory if I hold on to the 
Lord. 
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I went home feeling no better than 

before, and severely tempted and 
tempest tossed. 

A sister, not knowing how I felt 
wrote me, and amongother things said, 
'^Now Orpha, say you will live io 
work, to help drive this battle on in 
Jesus might." I immediately sawthat 
whatever I had thought about myself, I 
had not counted the cost,—I was not 
willing to live, and tba t l must be will
ing before I conld take another step. O 
how I rebelled! not that I wanted to, 
but I could not help it. 

The next evening I was sitting before 
and looking into the fire. There was 
lively conversation going on around 
me, but I did not hear it, for I was think
ing about something else. I was 
bringing myself to say what is express
ed in these lines: 

" Thy holy will be done, not mine; 
Be snffered all thy holy will. 

I dare not. Lord, the cross decline; 
I will not lose' the slightest ill. 

Or lay the heaviest burden down, 
The richest jewel of njy crown." 

Power was soon given me to yield, 
and I was filled with joy, and thought, 
iVow I can say from my heart Iwi l l live 
to work. Soon a cross was given 
me, and it came to me, " why I 
am to live to work," and 1 weiit ahead. 

Soon after, I was led to go to the 
Clyde camp-meeting. There, in a class-
meeting, when testifying of the deal
ings of the Lord with me, the healing 
pOwer descended upon me, and I fell 
under it and 1 was healed. Glory to 
God. "My mouth was filled with 
laughter and my lips with rejoicing." 

My experience has been so clear, and 
the Lord has so Jet the ligfat shine on 
the word, sending the truth home to 
my heart by His Spirit, that all earth 
and heil could'not get me to doubt it, 
or tfaat there is power in Jesus' blood 
to heal body as well as soul. 

How clearly has he shown me that 
he was the same yesterday, to-day and 
forever; tbat what fae could do when 
upon earth he could do now ; that if it 
had beea God's will all those people 
shoidd have been sick he healed when 
npon earth, he would not have healed 

them ; also, that he had taken " our in
firmities and borne our sicknesses," and 
did not want us to bear them, anymore 
than he wanted us to bear our griefs, 
sorrows and sins. 

I had heard it said that sickness was 
of tfae enemy, and I did not fiilly un
derstand how that was, but it was aU 
made plain to me when I was listening 
to the reading of tfae Scriptures where 
Jesus healed the woman whom Satan 
had bound, lo these eighteen years. 
Woman Satan had bound; then it was 
his work, and since Christ was mani
fested to destroy the works of the 
devil (1 John, iii. 8,) it is tfae duty and 
privilege of every Christian to obtain 
like precious faith. 

With a writer of the Guide io Holi
ness, I firmly believe tbat Christians 
like the early disciples, have got to ob
tain this power, to be able to stand 
before their spiritual foes and the 
skepticism in the Church on these 
points. 

The Lord has clearly shown me 
that when the enemy sees that he can
not get Christians to leave tfae harvest 
field and stop, working, or put them to 
sleep there, then many times he crip
ples them with disease so that they 
cannot do nearly as much. 

He afflicts the body with disease, as 
he does the soul with temptation, and 
what we want is faith to overcome and 
resist him. 

Healing faith is a definite blessing, 
and has to be testified to as . such, like 
the blessing of holiness orany other, to 
be able to keep it. 

If our faith is weak, and we are not 
able to get hold fo rourselves, instead of 
going to the world or to physicians for 
help, the Scriptural way to do is to call 
for the Elders of the Church and let 
them pray over us, and as it reads, 
" The prayer of faitii shall save the 
sick, and the Lord shall raise him up, 
and if he have committed sins, t h ^ 
shall be forgiven him." 

O the mysteries there are in the re
ligion of Jesus Christ! . How good it 
is to go on into- them, to find the hid
den riches! Hidden to be sure fiwm 
the wise and prudent, those who are sa 
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carefiil about letting the Lord lead 
them or have his way with them, but 
revealed unto babes. 

I praise God for the grace bestowed 
upcm me. I expect to live a good many 
years to write for Jesus and proclaim 
his love to a dying world, and when my 
work is done, to be wafted up to glory 
to shout and sing the praises of my Re
deemer, forever and ever. Amen. 

BEUeiOUS EXPEBIENCE 
OF aEOBGB OALDVnSLL. 

At the age of thirteen I experienced 
religion. About six months I enjoyed 
myself well. Finally the enemy made 
me believe I could have religion and 
keep it to myself. I lost my enjoyment 
and got back into the world. For ten 
years I lived in this condition. I 
found it a hard way of living. I had a 
severe struggle to get back, but I made 
•up my mind it was my duty to serve 
God 'and 1 would, whether he blessed 
me or not; and soon the blessing came. 
I resolved then I never would turn back 
-again. I have always kept up the 
form of religion since, but many times 
have been destitute of the power. I 
went to a camp-meeting, enjoying my-
Bclf pretty well as I thought. A 
brother came to me and said, " Do you 
•enjoy the blessing of sanctification ?" I 
smiled and said, " I enjoy what I think 
will take me to heaven." He talked 
to me about that blessing and I said, 
" Religion is so good, 1 must have all 
•there is for me." I soon made up my 
mind 1 would seek it, and at the altar I 
was blessed, greatly beyond anything I 
•had ever received before. I went home 
and told the brethren what the Lord 
had done for me. I found perfect love 
•casteth out fear. I lived in that enjoy
ment for awhile and not faaring much 
help, I lost the evidence. Still I was 
blessed at times. I lived along so for 
awhile, but I saw the cause of Christ 
was going down and made up my mind 
to seek the blessing of perfect love. I 
•had some hea'vy crosses in telling the 
brethren what I was seeking- for. 
Finally I heard of a camp-meeting. I 
went and sought the blessing. I told 

the brethren what 1 had come for. They 
prayed for me and I labored myself, 
but it seemed as though my heart 
grew harder all the time and I began to 
tfaink I must go home, feeling worse 
than when I came. But I made up my 
mind I never would give up asking for 
it. At a class meeting near the close 
of the camp-meeting, I told my feelings 
and that 1 once thought I enjoyed the 
blessing, and O what a flood of glory 
went all through me. My strength 
was nearly all gone. I went home 
happy as I could be. When Sabbath 
came I told the brethren what the Lord 
had done for me, and how He had 
blessed me. One brother rose up and 
said we could not stay here and be 
holy. I thought, let me be where. I 
will let me have holiness. For about 
six weeks I was perfectly happy. After 
awhile one of the brethren came tome 
and said, "You try some of the breth
ren in telling how you enjoy your 
mind." After this I said less about it 
and my enjoyment grew less. Through 
ignorance and unbelief I have lost the 
evidence several times, but I praise the 
Lord to-day that I have fo-jnd that 
blessing. I live now, I am sorry to 
ssy, where there is not much said about 
holiness, where fashion prevails and 
secret societies abound. I have not 
enjoyed my mind as well as I did with 
my brethren east, but I feel the Lord 
is here, and while passing through trials 
severe the Lord blesses my soul. I 
think if I am faithful I shall meet with 
companions and friends and brethren, 
to live forever in the Eden of love. 0 
bow that prospect fills my soul with 
joy. You, my brethren, who live 
where the doctrine of holiness is held up 
how can you live without it ? I see tbe ex
periences of some of my brethren in the 
Earnest C%m<tan and it does me good 
fo read them. The Earnest Christian 
is a great help to me and I could not 
well do without it. 

Lake Mills, Wis. 

ONE is never weary when one loves. 
Love is fullness in tbe void, and Chris
tian sadness has nothing in common 
with the disgust of life. 

f 
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THE UNPABDONABLE SIN. 

BT BEV. A. B. BABUC 

And whosoever speaketh a word against 
the Son ofinan, it shall be forgiven him : 
but whosoever speaketh against the Holy 
Ghost it shall not be forgiven him, neither 
in this world neither In the world to come. 
—Matt. xii. 83. 

Ê VEBT person will see at once that 
there is a difference between speaking 
against Jesus and speaking against the 
Holy Ghost. If you will look at tfae 
connection, you w'U see that the Phari
sees had been chai^ng Christ with be
ing in league with the devil, and calling 
him a devil. " Now," said the Re
deemer, "you can call me a devij, and 
say I cast out devils, througfa tfae prince 
of devils, and yet be forgiven; but 
when my Father comes, oy his Spirit, 
and bears testimony that I am his Son, 
and you reject tfaat testimony, for tfaat 
sin there is no forgiveness." 

One is speaking against Jesus in the 
absence of light, and tfae other is speak
ing against him under the clear evidence 
of his divinity. I understand tfais to 
be tfae distinction between speaking 
against Christ, and speaking against the 
Holy Ghost. 

I know tfaere are various opinions 
about the unpardonable sin. Some 
suppose it could have been committed 
by tfaose only wfao saw Cfarist's mira
cles, and heard his instructions from 
his own lips. Otfaers think it has been 
committed since that time, but in very 
rare instances. 

While others believe that they have 
committed it, and spend their lives in 
gloomy forebodings. 

And yet, I believe this sin has been 
committed in thousands of instances, 
little suspected. I heard, some time 
ago, of a dying man asking a minister 
to pray with him. The minister kneeled 
down, but could not utter one word, 
and rose from his knees. 

Said tfae dying man, " Why will you 
not pray with me?" The minister re
plied, " I do not know why 1 could not 
speak in prayer, but will try again." 
And he kneeled down and tried in vain 
te utter words in prayer. God has 

said, " Thera is a sin unto death. I do 
not say you shall pray for it." 

God does not always mark this sin 
in this manner, but clearly shows us 
that when this sin is committed, he 
will not hear prayers for it. 

I shall answer, as clearly as I can, 
three questions: 

I. TVhat is the unpardonable sin ? 
The process by which this sin is com

mitted is very simple—which is to con
tinue to say, "No, no, no," to the offers 
of mercy, until you are a sinner left 
alone or given up of tfae Holy Spirit j 
and '^hen thus left, conscience no lon
ger exercises its functions, and the Holy 
Spirit no longer applies the truth.—' 
When this state is reached, the soul is 
usually calm and quiet. He can then 
sleep well, and go on •with his business, 
without much trouble about his soul's 
salvation. The conscience is then meas
urably at ease; the " s pints light and 
gay." He did not, does not, wUl not, 
know and feel that he is doomed. 

It is generally believed tfaat the Phar
isees did finally succeed in committing 
this sin. We see in their casie, from 
first to last, a wilful and continued re
jection of evidence. No matter how 
plain and conclusive the evidence Christ 
gave tfaem of his divinity, they said, 
" Away with it.' away with i t !" 

II. I will now notice, very briefly, 
what persons can commit the unpardon
able sin. 

If what I have said is true, then any 
one who can deliberately reject the of
fers of mercy, and say " no " to Christ's 
invitations, is in danger of being left 
by the Holy Spirit to perish. Our 
danger is greater tfaan the Pharisees' 
was, because we have more light than 
they had. 

All the evidence they faad of Christ's 
divinity, we have, with the accumulated 
evidence of eighteen hundred years: 

" In the crosa of Christ I glory. 
Towering o'er the rocks of time; 

All the Ught of Sacred Story 
Qathere 'roond Its head sablime." 

AH this light is shining aiound your 
pathway; and if the Pharisees could 
commit this sin, O, how much more 
easily can you,young man oryounglady, 
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commit it f I do not know why yoa 
have rejected the Saviour so long and 
so often. Do you think of it? How 
many times you have said " No," to 
the calls of the Gospel! O, your peril! 
I hope it is not too late. Do not say 
" No," to fais call now. 

Let me now answer the third ques
tion. 

III. How does this sin show itself 
after it has been committed? 

Generally, it shows itself in one of 
two ways. One is, by calling out the 
malignity of the heart against Christ 
and his people. In this state, nothing 
torments him more than a revival of 
religion. The very ringing ot the bells 
that calls Christians to the house of 
prayer, torments him. Nothing is too 
severe for him to say against religion. 

But the most ordinary way by which 
this sin shows itself, is by shutting up 
the heart in indifference, so that he has 
no feeling on the subject, no fears, no 
trouble; perfectly calm and easy; has 
no idea that he has committed this sin. 
The terrors of the Law cause no alarm. 
Christ's claims on him do not move 
him. In fact, no view of religion trou
bles faim. He is at ease. He is not, 
as many suppose, in great distress for 
fear he has committed this sin; full of 
gloom and fearful forebodings—fearing 
it is too late for him to be saved. It 
does not show itself in this way; but, 
on the contrary, removes fears, and he 
ia a sinner let alone. We often find 
persons near death without religion, 
aud yet without fear. If asked, a few 
minutes before death, if they would like 
to have a Christian pray with them, 
they say, No ; or if they would like to 
have the Bible read to them, they do 
not wish to see the Bible. Ask them 
if they are not afraid to meet God, 
they say. Not in the least; they are 
ready to meet Him any minute. In 
this state, there are many fears that the 
sin in question has been committed. 

We find many church-members, and 
others who have been church-members, 
in this indifferent state. They do not 
.weep over the unconverted, nor warn 
them as though they felt for tfaem at 
all. Where this has been continued 

long, it is a bad indication. Such pro
fessors should be alarmed. 

Do I address one in this indifferent 
state? O, that I could sound a note of 
alarm,—that I might reach a tender 
chord in your faeart, and break tfais 
spell of indifference T 

Let me entreat you, dear reader, if it 
is not too late—if God's patience is not 
exhausted by your long-continued re
jections of His offers of mercy—if one 
faint wish or desire lingers in your bo
som to become a Christian—O, cherish 
that desire as you would the last ray of 
your hope of heaven I Let everything 
go until you find Christ precious. To
morrow it may be too late, even if life 
is preserved. 

Quench Not tbe Spirit. 

THEB£ is a line by us unseen, 
That crosses every path— 

The hidden boundary between 
God's patience and bis wrath. 

To pass that limit is to die— 
To die as if by stealth;. 

It does not quench tbe beaming eye. 
Nor pale the glow of health. 

The conscience may be stiU at ease. 
The spirits light and gay; 

That which is pleasing still may please, 
And care be thrust away. 

But on that forehead Ood has set 
Indelibly a mark; 

Unseen by man, for man as yet 
Is blind, and in the dark. 

Indeed, the doomed one's path below 
May bloom as Eden bloomed; 

He did not, does not, wiU not know 
Or feel that he is doomed. 

He feels, perchance, that all is well, 
.And every fear is calmed; 

He lives, he dies, he wakes in hell— 
Not only doomed, but damned. 

O, where is that mysterious bourne, 
By which our path ia crossed, 

Beyond which Gtod himself has sworn 
That he who goes, is lost. 

—Br, Alexander. 
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THE SMOOTHEB WAY OP FAITH. 

BT BEV. E. OWEN. 

WHILE much faas been said, witfa 
propriety, upon "Tfae sfaorter way of 
faith," it may not be amiss to speak of 
tbe smoother way which multitudes have 
adopted. "Speak smooth things unto 
us," is the cry, of the age, and many 
religious teachers readily adapt their 
teaching to the " refined age" in which 
tbey live. Tbe old Bible \vay of 
faitb, that separates men from the 
world, renouncing its pleasures, honors 
and treasure for the "reproach of 
Christ;" cutting off right hands and 
plucking out right eyes for Jesus' sake, 
seems too rough for these days of im
provement. Tfae way some protracted 
meetings are conducted, would almost 
make one think the " offence ofthe cross 
had really ceased." The pleasures and 
immunities of religion, and not its 
crosses, are made prominent. If peo
ple can be prevailed on to present 
themselves at an altar as seekers of re
ligion, profess faith in Christ and join 
the church, the object aimed at seems, 
in many cases, to be reached. No ear
nest " striving to enter in at the strait 
gate," seems to be looked for. • The 
seeker is at once urged to trust in 
Jesus, as his present Saviour from sin, 
without examination as to the nature 
and extent of fais consecration ; and as 
Boon as fae can be induced to say fae 
feels better, or tfaat he loves the Lord, 
or the brethren, be is urged to believe 
the work is done, and confidently re
ported (ofl^n before he can report 
himself) as a convert. Doubtless 
thousands are thus induced to come to 
an altar who would not think of mov
ing witfa the cross before them as pre
sented by Christ in his treatment of in
quirers. Take the case of the rich 
young ruler who came running to him 
to enquire what he must do to inherit 
eternal life. Instead of inducing him 
to think his consecration accepted, fae 
toucfaes tfae tenderest spot—pointing 
him to the most diflicult and painful 
duty conceivable, wfaicfa at once discov
ered to tfais man a capital defect in his 

consecration. Still "Jesus loved him." 
Yes, and would have comforted faim 
had he accepted the conditions of sal
vation ; but he loved him too well to 
deceive faim. He would not impart 
false comfort. Painful as it was to 
uncover so striking a defect in so aimi-
able a character, it must be done. 

The result was, tfae young man did 
not join the church, but " went away 
sorrowfiil." But why sorrowful ? Not 
because his inquiry was not promptly 
answered, but because it was answered 
truthfully, requiring a consecration 
which he was imwilling to make. Had 
he lived in our day he surely could 
have found a smoother way. 

Three similar instances are recorded 
in the ninth chapter of Luke. One 
said," I will follow thee whithersoever 
thou goest." What a decided stand for 
Christ! Would not many of our 
modern teachers faave assured faim at 
once tbat his offering was accepted ? 
Hear the answer of Jesus, " The foxes 
have holes and the birds of the air have 
nests, but the son of man hath not 
where to lay his head." What a dis
couraging aspect of the case this would 
seem to very many! How well calcu
lated to suggest the necessity of a most 
tborcugh counting of the cost of disci
pleship ! 

Another would follow Christ, only 
reserving time first to " bury his 
father;" to whom Jesus said, " Let the 
dead bury their dead, and go thou and 
preach the kingdom of God." To be 
accepted there must be no reserve. 

Another would follow him but would 
" first go home and bid his friends fare
well;" to whom Christ replied: " N o 
man having put his hand to the plough 
and looking back, is fit for the kingdom 
of God." Jesus wanted followers; 
but he would have men who had count
ed the cost, and would not flinch in bat
tle. It is easy to fill up our churches, 
if we wUi do it vrith unsaved men. 
Better have one sound convert than 
fifty half-consecrated souls. 

Said a brother to me—when our pro
tracted meeting had progressed but a 
few days—" Don't you tfaink more 
persons might be induced to come to 
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our altar and to unite with the church 
bv adopting the plan pursued in the re
vival last winter ?" " What plan ?" I 
asked. Ho then described the pro
cedure, adding that bethought the work 
rather superficial. The plan for con
ducting the meeting was notchanged, 
and before it closed many were clearly 
and powerfully saved, among whom 
were several of the " last winter" con
verts who publicly declared that they 
never before had the clear witness of 
their conversion to God. One said, " I 
was earneistly seeking God, when a min
ister said to me, You have been seeking 
long enough, now stop seeking and go 
to serving. I did so, and am serving 
still, with no evidence of my conver-. 
sion." 

Not long since, I witnessed what 
seemed to me a great effort to persuade 
a lad to say something by whioh he 
could be reported as a convert. He 
was asked " Do you love Jesus ? Do 
you love the brethren 1 Do you not 
feel better ?" etc., to which he made 
no reply. At last, being pressed, he 
whispered, " Yes," in reply to some 
such question as the above. When 
the questioner said, " He whispers for 
Jesus," and it was publicly announced 
tbat "another soul is converted to 
God." I talked with the lad and urged 
him to keep looking up for salvation, 
for there seemed to me no evidence of 
sound conversion. 

Perhaps I am behind the times ; I 
would be glad to be instructed in the 
best way to " win souls," not merely 
toa church, but to God. 1 dwell much 
upon the joys, as well as the crosses of 
religion; but insist that religious joy 
comes onlv to the man whose carnal 
nature is ^crucified •with Christ." That 
to enjoy a new life, the old life of sin 
must be surrendered; for " They that 
are Christ's have"—not merely had a 
slight-falling out with the " old man," 
but—" have crucified the flesh, with the 
affections and lusts." This must cost 
a struggle; for this " strong man 
armed" will not be arrested and nailed 
to the cross without resistance. If 
there is a smoother Bible way of salva
tion, I would like to fmd it. 1 would 

be " always in order," provided it be 
the order of God. 

Cortland, N . Y. 

WHO PABLETOSTASDI 

BT ANN QUADE. 

WHAT answer can the great mass of 
frail humanity give to this important 
question ? How few seem to realize 
that there is • a judgment day not far 
distant. But we find it recorded in 
God's word. *' Blow ye the trumpet 
in Zion, sound tbe alarm in my holy 
mountain, let all the infaabitants of the 
earth tremble, for the day of the Lord 
cometh, for it is nigh at hand. But 
who is able to stand?" Is it that poor 
sinner who has trifled with the convic
tions of God's Spirit until it faas taken 
its everlasting flight; and who has re
fused to accept of offered mercy 1 

In that lone land of deep despair. 
No Sabbath's heavenly light shall r ise; 
No God regard their bitter prayer, 
No SaTioor caU them to the sMea. 

And here is the backslider. How 
will be stand? That one who had such 
a bright experience, and who so many 
times has vowed that he never would 
backslide, whose feet were in the King's 
highway and'who declared he would 
keep therein? But where is he to-day? 
Behold be has fallen, and with rapid 
strides he is pressing on down to end
less ruin. It were better for him never 
to have known the way, than after hav
ing known it to depart from it, for the 
last state ot that man is worse than the 
first. But he that willeth not the death 
of any has said," I wUl heal their back
slidings ;" if he repent, but if his sins 
are not repented of, the backslider in 
heart shall be filled with his own ways, 
and his sentence will be, " Depart from 
me', 1 know you not." With the weight 
of his ovra guUt upon him he will go 
whirlmg into the vortex of despair. 

How is it •with that professol- of re
ligion, who has refused to walk in the 
light as he received it, who knew his 
duty but did it not, and who has felt 
the lashings of a guilty conscience con
demning him for refusing to obey 
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God; was once a pillar in the church 
and a Christian whose piety no person 
would even dare to question, a flaming 
herald wherever he went. But his 
piety has dwindled down to mere forms 
and ceremonies ; faabits of godliness 
are retained, but the power has depart
ed ; the light has become darkness, and 
how will he stand in the presence of an 
angry God ? As for such as turn aside 
into tfaeir crooked ways, tfae Lord shall 
lead them forth with the workers of in
iquity. But peace shall be upon 
Israel. 

And there is another class who are 
trying to carry religion in onehand and 
the world in the other, wfaen it is plain
ly written, " Ye cannot serve God and 
Mammon." But faere tfaey go band in 
hand with the world, when the com
mand is, " Come ye out from among 
them and be ye separate, saith the 
Lord." Yet there are many in this age 
of wonders who will cling to the world, 
choosing their associates from the 
ranks of the enemy, conforming to the 
world in all its fashions and customs, 
wearing those things that are strictly 
forbidden, lovers of pleasure more than 
lovers of God, yet dreaming of heaven! 
And there are others who help to con
stitute tbe great body of some of tbe 
cburches, when not a prayer or testi
mony is ever heard to proceed from 
their lips. They can converse very 
freely upon any subject you choose to 
introduce; can inform you of all the 
late fashions, parties and festivals. But 
mention religion in their presence and 
how quickly they turn away! 

Where shall these stand when the 
great day of his wrath is come? " P o r 
the ungodly shall not stand in tfae judg
ment nor sinners in the congregation of 
the righteous. For tfae Lord knoweth 
the way ot the righteous, but the way 
of the ungodly shall perisfa." 

How are the watchmen upon the walls 
of Zion to stand ? They see tfae sword 
coming and are not out warning the 
people of their danger. If the sword 
come and take any person from among 
them, fae is taken away in his iniquity, 
but his blood will be required at the 
watchman's hands. 

How many we see who claim to 
have a commission from God to warn 
sinners to flee from the wrath to come. 
But how are they responding to the 
call ? They are resting on their arms, 
vainly hoping that a more convenient 
season will present itself) and thus 
they dream on until the enemy has 
bound them hand and foot. They for
get that "Woe is me if I preach not 
the gospel." If ministers really felt 
this woe we would not see churches 
standing for years and not a soul con
verted under their roof. But here is 
the commissisn, " Son of man, I have 
made thee a watchman unto the house 
of Israel; therefore hear the word at 
my mouth and give them warning from 
me. When I say unto the wicked 
thou shalt surely die, and thou givest 
him not warning nor speakest to warn 
the wicked from his wicked ways to 
save his life, tbe same man shall die in 
his iniquity, but his blood will I require 
at thine hand. Yet if thou warn the 
wicked and he turn not from his wick
edness nor his wicked ways, he shall 
die in his iniquity, but thou hast deliv
ered thy soul." " Blessed is the man 
that walketh not in the counsel of the 
ungodly, nor standeth in the way of 
sinners, nor sitteth on the seat of the 
scornful. But his delight is in the law 
of the Lord, and in his law doth he 
meditate day and night." 

These shall stand. He that walketh 
righteously and speaketh uprightly. He 
shall dwell on high. His place of de
fense shall be the munitions of rocks. 
Bread shaU be given him, his waters 
shall be sure. " Thine eyes shall be
hold the king in his beauty, tfaey shall 
behold the land that is very far off." 
The redeemed of the Lord who have 
come up through great tribulation and 
have washed tfaeir robes and made 
them white in the blood of tfae Lamb, 
shall stand the fires of the judgment. 
So shall the faithfol minister who, •with 
untiring zeal, is pointing sinners to the 
Lamb of God, that taketh away the 
sin of the world; the aged veteraa of 
the cross whose head is white with the 
snows of many winters, who has bome 
the burden in the heat of the day, and 
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who is StiU holding up a risen Saviour to 
a lost and ruined world. The young 
soldier just starting out on his Christian 
warfare, who takes upon him the whole 
armor of God, the.breastplate of right
eousnees, whose feet are shod with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace ; 
above aU taking the shields of faith 
wherewith he shdl be able to quench 
the fiery darts of the wicked, and tfae 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
tfae Spirit wfaicfa is tfae word of God, 
and dares to proclaim tfae unvamisfaed 
trutfa to a dying world, shall be able 
to stand if faithfiil, untij death." It 
shall be well with thSe rigfateous for they 
sfaall eat the fruit of the doings. But 
woe unto the wicked it shall be Ul with 
him for the reward of his hands shall 
be given him. " Who among us shall 
dweU with everlasting burnings? For 
the great day of his wrath is come and 
wfao is able to stand." 

COFnCTIKG POWEB. 

BT BEV. W. T. ELLIS. 

" O LoBD, send convicting power up
on sinners !" is a prayer often uttered 
by tfae Cfaurch; and a good prayer it 
is. Prayers must be lived as weU as 
talked. God never hears our prayer 
when we regard iniquity in our heart 
or manifest it in our lives. 

" Ye are the ligfat of the world." 
God's channel of grace to convince, 
convict, convert and sanctify, is tfarough 
the church, and aU of the members are 
called tp preach by the power of a holy 
life. God has ordained by the " fool
ishness of preaching" to bring sinners 
to himself. We see then, wfaat solemn 
mockery it is for a lukewarm church 
to get together and pray for others, 
when they tfaemselves are to be " spewed 
out" as abominations. 

I believe God is as ready to save 
men to-day as on the day of Pentecost; 
or as He ever wUl be, and hardened 
sinners are not so mueh in the way as . 
a lukewarm cfaurch. " The salt has lost 
its savor." 

How can a minister who has, in his 
most solemn ordination vows, promised. 

to faithfuUy execute the .discipline, 
" keep the rules," have power with God 
or man, when he stands before both as 
in chains, or a willing perjurer for 
" loaves and fishes." 'The inference is 
clear; whatever may have been tbeir 
experience in the past, they are not 
Scripturally awakened now. The blind 
lead tfae blind, and " both shall fall into 
the ditch." Talk of " light!" God's 
pure, holy Spirit shining through such 
falsehood and corruption as that! It" 
would shine tfarough the devil just as 
quickly .as through one of his children. 
1 John, iii. 8, 10. God's way of send
ing convicting power is through the 
church by a separation from sinners, 
in bumble love asking and receiving 
the pentacostal baptism. Holy Ghost 
power. "The catching fire!" Millions 
of sinners stand waiting to catch the 
ligfat that shall lead them; but mere 
dark-lantern piety, only showing on one 
side wUl not doit. Neither wUl alamp 
not lighted and without oil be of 
service. 

I was in a meeting the other evening. 
After much urging, a somewfaat elderly 
man was very near coming forward for 
prayers, but stopped before he got to the 
" mourners bench," talked a little, but 
could not find light. We knelt in pray
er, and the old sinner was told to be
lieve, and vrithout a groan or audible 
prayer on fais part fae was some " com
forted." O! my Saviour, what awful 
work is being done in the churches, for 
the fires of the judgment to consume! 
In the name of Jesus, ye dead, luke
warm, lifeless church members, that 
know that souls are going down to hell 
around you, and you have not convict
ing power in your midst! It is high 
t'me for you, one and all, minister and 
members, to begin to fast. Humble 
yourselves, confess all your backsli-' 
dings,-your Pharisaical trusting in your
selves and get to the blood of " holi
ness ;" professions and long prayers 
will make no difference. ' ' God can 
take a worm and thrash a mountain. 
The trouble is he cannot find the worm." 
Dry, rattling bones will not do. A 
living God must be in us ! Oh! God, 
send convicting power. Amen. 
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HOW TO BBEAK A CHUBCH DOWN. 

To do tfais effectually you must 
I. Discourage tfae pastor. 
II. Discourage your fellow-members. 
III. Destroy the confidence of the 

community. 
I. To discourage the Pastor, 
1. Absent yourself from one service 

every Sabbath, or miss at least one in 
three ; if he is not very strong, once in 
four times may answer. 

2. Neglect prayer and class-meet
ings. 

3. Criticise your minister freely— 
praise him sparingly—find fault plenti-
fiilly—pray for him little or none. 

4. If fae proposes to faold extra meet
ings, withhold your co operation. 

5. Give yourself no concern whetfaer 
his salary is paid or not. 

6. Never call on faim socially, or al
low faim to think that his comfort or 
that of his famUy is a matter of any 
importance in your eyes. 

It. To discourage your fellow-mem
bers, 

1. Observe the directions given 
above. 

2. Complain about everything they 
do and don't do. 

3. Contrive to make yourself the 
head of a clique, and by their assist
ance and your own industry keep the 
Church in fact water generally. 

4. Wfaile doing this, lose no oppor
tunity to complain of the bad treat
ment you are receiving. 

5. Be as much like Diotrephes and 
as little like Paul as you can. 

6. Discard charity and candor, take 
distrust to your bosom, and make 
scheming your specialty. 

III. To destroy the confidence of the 
' community, 

1. Observe the foregoing directions. 
2. Tell the people that you are in tfae 

Church by force of circutnstances, but 
have no respect for the way in which 
business is conducted. 

3. Publish the faults of your breth
ren, taking care to magnify them. 

4. Make no effort to inducje people 
to attend the Churcfa. 

5. Take no part in the labors of tfae 
Sunday-sefaool. 

6. Publisfa it on aU occasions that 
you faave no confidence in tfae concern 
—predict tfaat it must fail—go down— 
blow up—and can never succeed. 

By observing tfaese directions faith
fully, you may have the satisfaction. If 
tfae Churcfa is not unusually vigorous, 
of witnessing tfae fulfillment of yonr 
predictions.—Irish Evangelist. 

THE BIBIE DfTHE HEABT. 

Tfae faeart of the Christian should re
semble " that famous picture of King 
Charles the First, wfaicfa faad tfae wfaole 
book of Psalms written in tfae lines of 
the face and tfae faair of tfae faead." So, 
by tfae faand of our diligent study, un
der tfae guidance of tfae Holy Ghost, 
should that book, with all other books 
of Scripture, be written in the heart— 
the picture—tfae image rather—nay, 
the living image of tfae great King who. 
won, not lost, his crown through deatfa. 

Let us seek to transcribe on this in
ner tablet at least one verse every day 
—one verse, whetfaer of doctrine, or 
warning, or promise, until tfae time 
shall come when, as often as we look in 
upon the records of memory and the 
characters of affection, our glance shaU 
meet some enligfatening, reclaiming, 
supporting word of tfae Father. How 
many a saint has known the blessed
ness of this familiarity with Bible 
truths in Bible language— bringing 
them vividly before the eye of the 
mind, wfaen the outward eye faad waxed 
dim by reason of age, and could no 
longer read wfaat it would have been 
tenfold anguish to forget then ! 

The Lowly. 

THE •wind may rend the mighty oak 
Upon the' mountain side— 

Tet not too rudely touch the flowers 
That in the forest hide. 

WhUe God doth bow the stubborn heart 
With threat'nings from above. 

The meek and lowly only feel 
The breathings of His love. 

—Adelaide Stout. 
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How to Reach the Masses. 

W E are glad to see that this question is 
occupying the attention of various reili^ous 
bodies in the cotmtry. It is discussed in 
conventions and in religions papers. I t is 
a question of great importance. 

The masses are floating on, upon the cur
rent of time, witbout religion. From year 
to year, they are becoming more inaccessi
ble to the truth. We make heathen at home 
quite as fast as we convert heathen abroad. 
Within five minutes' walk of towering stee
ples, you will find meh and women as be
sotted as Calcutta or Jeddo can boast. Yet 
they might be reached. They have the in
stincts of humanity. Clirist died for them, 
and they have sotils to save. To save them, 
there mnst be a determined effort made for 
the purpose. And we mnst go to work in 
a Scriptural way. First remove the rul>-
bish, and then build. Prepare the way 
of the Lord, and then welcome His pres
ence. 

To reach the masses •with the Gospel, firee 
churches are needed. If a chnrch is built 
upon aristocratic principles, the congrega
tion will, as a matter of course, be exclu
sive- If men pay for a seat, vrith the stip
ulation that they are to have the exclusive 
occupancy of it, they cannot expect to be 
pleased to see it occupied by others. 

Nor will it answer the purpose to reserve 
seats for the poor. By occupying them, 
they confess that they are paupers. Amer
icans, able to keep out of the poor-house, 
cannot be expected to make such a confes
sion in public. They are accustomed to 
fhink that, however poor they may be, they 
are still men, and entitled to be treated as 
men, and not as objects of public char
ity. 

Fine church edifices for the rich, and 
p l u n m i s ^ n - houses, sustained by the 
wealthy, for the poor, have the same effect; 
The masses feel insulted. " It ia because 
they do not want us in their grand church
es," said a poor man, indignantly, " that 
they keep up serrice in this chapel." And 
he would not enter. If the churchesreaUy 
desire to reach and save the masses, they 

must lay aside their exduaiveness. They 
must practically acknowledge the common 
brotherhood of man. Christianity is the 
most thoroughly democratic institution in 
the world. It utterly abhors the spirit of 
caste. Its favored ones are the poor. Let 
the churches imbibe its spirit, and there 
•will be no difficulty in reaching the masses. 

Hearken, my beloved brethren: Hath not 
Ood chosen the poor of this world rich in 
faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath 
promised to them that love him f 

Avoiding Care. 

ENTIRE consecration implies a readiness 
to do God's win in all things. Sanctifica
tion is not indolence. Salvation from un
holy tempers does not consist in placing 
ourselves in circumstances where, there is 
nothing to provoke them. We must not 
run into temptation. Neither must we, to 
avoid it, neglect onr duty, and thus fall into 
positive ain. 

We must take our position "where God 
places us. When He lays responsibility 
upon us, we must, in all humility, accept 
the trust, looking to Him for grace to help 
us through, to His glory. Sometimes, the 
cause of God requires that financial risks 
should be assumed, and pecuniary burdens 
should be bome. Are we as ready to take 
these loads, for Jesu^ sake, with the pros
pect of promoting His cause, as we would 
be if our own personal interests were to be 
advanced thereby ? If not, we have yet to 
leam the very first lesson in the art of Holy 
Living. 

We must be willing to bear care and 
toil in the service of Christ. What a 
weight of care did Moses take upon him 
when he undertook to lead God's people to 
the promised land! But he lost nothing by 
it. The mother has a world of eare in 
l o o ^ g after the children that God has 
given her; but she is infinitely better off, 
in every sense, if she looks to God for grace 
to bear it, tlian she would be to throw it 
off, if that were possible. 

Dear reader! Go to work for God in 
real earnest. By seeking to run away from 
care, you •will run into greater, and you 
may lose your soul Bemember JonatL 
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Learn of the Heathen. 

OPIUM is, in China, what alcohol is in this 
country—a fruitftil source of poverty, and 
•wretchedness, and crime. When once in
dulged in, it creates an appetite so craring 
that the •wretched victim will make any 
sacrifice, and run any risk, to procure the 
means of its indulgence. 

The Emperor, seeing the woe that it pro
duced, wisely endeavored to prohibit the 
traffic in an article that brought misery to 
many families of his vast empire. In this 
praise-worthy effort he would doubtless 
have succeeded, had not tbe traffic been 
forced upon him by British bayonets. A 
professedly Christian nation used its supe
rior military skill to compel a heathen em
pire .to open wide its doors to one of the 
most frightful forms of intemperance—the 
rictims of which linger along a few years 
in agony, and then die a dreadful death. 

Some of his advisers, acquainted •with 
the practice of Christian nations, counseled 
him to license a traffic which he could not 
prevent, and thus obtain means to assist in 
defi^ying the expenses of the government. 
He made this noble reply: 

" I t is true, I cannot prevent the introduc
tion of the flowing poison. Gain-seeking and 
corrupt men unit, for profit and sensuality, 
defeat my wishes; but nothing wiM induce 
me to derive a revenue from the vice and 
misery of my people." 

Sublime words! We commend them to 
the study of our Legislators and Judges; 
of our excise commissioners and onr voters; 
of all who give their countenance to the 
horrible license system that prevails in this 
country. Let Christians take a lesson in 
morality from a heathen! Let them refiise 
to derive a revenue from the vice and mis
ery of the people. Let the murderous trade 
in intoxicating drinks be prohibited by law. 

light On. 

You must expect opposition if you foUow 
Chriat. Be kind, be gentle, be forbearing, 
but be firm. Where the principles of the 
Gospel are concerned, do not compromise 
one hair for the sake of peace. There is 
no concord between Christ and Belial, and 

it is folly to look for i t Fight fhe good fight 
of faith. The Christian warfare is no holi
day parade, bnt a stem, hand to hand con
flict with the powers of darkness. Put on 
the whole armor of God and stand man-
folly for the right. The conflict wiU never 
be ended till death itself is vanquished. 

Nor should this dishearten you in the 
least. The discipline of the old Spartans 
in time of peace was so rigorous that an 
active campaign against their enemies was 
considered as a recreation. The Christian 
never has such supplies of divine strength 
aa when the battle waxes hottest. Paul 
summoned to stand before Nero, was for
saken by his friends yet he says, " Never
theless the Lord stood by me and strengthen
ed me. This is the experience of every 
child of God who gets into trouble for 
Jesus' sake. As his day so is his strength. 
Then be strong. Give no countenance to 
anything yon know to be wrong. Do not 
be intimidated by any threats. Fear not 
them which kill the body but are not able to 
kill the soul. 

Your Motives. 

LOOK well to your motives. They deter
mine the character of your actions. The 
plainest meal given to the himgry, for 
Jesus' sake, •will secure a richer reward than 
will the donations of millions for a good 
cause, given for the purpose of securing the 
praise of men. You will get the reward 
you seek. If youdo good deeds for money, 
you will doubtless obtain i t ; if to have men 
proclaim your goodness, you wlU have the 
satisfaction of seeing your name go in the 
papers, challenging the admiration of your 
fellows. If you take stock in a church, 
you will have as good a seat as you pay for. 
But do not expect any recompense at the 
resurrection of the jus t Tou have your 
reward. You work for pay in silver and 
gold—in the gratification of pride and van
ity—and yon get it; so why shoiild you 
look any farther ? Who is there even among 
you that would shut the doors for nought t 
Neither do ye kindle fire on mine altar for 
nought. Ihave no pleasure in you, saith the 
Lord of hosts, nMther will J accept an offer
ing at your hand.—^MaL L10. 
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Retired. 
M E S who serve Mammon may lie j ustified 

in retiring from active business, as old age 
comes on. They will soon be where farms 
and bonds and stocks cannot profit them. 
In a short Ume, they •will go where they 
cannot take money with them—where gold 
will be no longer current. The property 
they have accumulated, is sufficient to sup
ply their physical •«'ants the few days they 
stay here, and it is quite enough to ruin 
their children afler them. So let them re
tire. Let them take it as easy as they can; 
for they will get, in this world, all the ease 
they will ever know, i 

But the servants of God should make the 
most of their opportunities to the very last. 
They are striving for an incorruptible 
crown. Like Moses, they have respect to 
the recompense of reward. They are obey
ing their Master, and laying up for them
selves treasures in Heaven. Every day spent 
in His service, doing tbe work He bids us, 
•will make ns the richer to all eternity. A 
cup of cold water, given in His game, •will 
not lose its reward. Every soul snatched 
from the grasp of Satan, will add to the 
brilliancy of our crown of rejoicing to all 
eternity. 

Do you believe this Bible doctrine ?— 
Then how can you take it so easy ? Why 
do you make such frivolous excuses for 
your laziness in the cause of God? The 
cause may suffer by your neglect, but the 
heariest loss falls upon you. If God grants 
you repentance, you may be saved at last, 
as " by the skin of your teeth;" but you 
•will never be what you might have been, 
had you always abounded in the work of the 
Lord. 

As the rietory is almost won, the soldier, 
worn by fatigue, renews the battle withthe 
greater rigor; so, as the work of life is 
dra^wing to a close, and Heaven heaves in 
riew, we should double our diligence. He 
who has upon him the infirmities of age, 
can serve God just as acceptably as he did 
in the days of youthful rigor. Then let 
there be no retiring fiom the great business-
of life, until the end is gained. Let the 
cross be taken up tmtil it is exchanged for 
the cro^wn. With John Wesley, let your 
prayer be— 

" My body wltli my cbarge lay down. 
And cease at once to work and live." 

Relief. 
MANT professed Christians are rictims of 

discontent and uneasiness. The old as well 
as the young—those who want for nothing 
in the way of bodily comforts, as well as 
the poor—are thus tormented. They seek 
relief by changing their circumstances and 
their associations; but, especially if ad
vanced in life, seldom find it—only in the 
grave. -They do not seem to have learned, 
that 
" The mind is its own place; and in itself 

Can make a Heaven of Hell, a Hell of Heaven." 

The cause of thia discontent is sometimes 
pride, and sometimes the consciousness ot 
leading a useless life. Time •will bang 
heavily upon the hands of those who have 
retired from the active business of life, un
less they are doing something to make those 
around them better and happier. 

The Gospel has a remedy for all this un
rest of spirit. Take my yoke upon you, and 
leam of me, says Jesus, and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls. The yoke is the sym
bol of work. If, then, you would be con
tented and happy, forget yourself and live 
to do good to others. You will not find it 
so hard to trust in Jesus, if you are actively 
engaged in His service. As you bless oth
ers, God will bless you in many ways.— 
Stop complaining, and go risit the sick. 
Carry relief to that burdened one, and re
lief will come to you. As you help bear 
the burdens of others, you wiU find it easy 
to cast all your care upon the Lord, and 
you will find that He careth for you. 

Kindle the Fire. 

I F there is a spark of fire left in abrand, 
run with it against the'•wind, and you will 
have a flame. So if there is any slumber
ing grace in yonr soul, take your •̂  stand 
against fashionable rice and folly, in your
self, in your family, and in your church, and 
you •will soon feel 

"That Same of living flre 
Which ̂ one eo bright in ealnts of old." 

Lie down in quiet, and the fire Divine •will 
utterly go oat. 
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Make Your Will. 
" O, THAT will look as though I thought 

I was going to die." Well, you are, wheth
er you think so or not. And you may die 
much sooner than you anticipate. If a 
good Christian uses hisproperty while afive 
to God's glory, much more •will he dispose 
of it so that it will be doing good when he 
is gone to liis reward. If there are those 
dependent on you, who have just claims 
npon you for their support, proride for 
them,—but not to tbe extent that they can 
live in idleness, if able to work. Money 
ruins a thousand souls where poverty ruins 
one. 

You want God to remember you in mercy 
at the judgment; and do you not forget 
His cause in the final disposal of the prop
erty that He has entrusted to .your care.— 
Give where it will do good—where it •will 
do the most good—and not where it will 
make the greatest show. If you do tbis, 
yon will feel far better when you come to 
die than you will if you leave your prop
erty to be dirided among distant relatives 
•ffhb care little for you and less for the cause 
of God. 

Make your will as you want it in riew 
of the judgment, and make it so it wiU 
Btand. Send for some honest, competent 
man to make it for you. A brother died 
not long since. He •wished to leave fifteen 
hundred dollars to aid in building a Free 
Methodist church in the place where he 
lived. A Masonic lawyer drew up his 
•trill. He persuaded him to give for this 
purpose all that would be left after paying 
tbe other legacies and the debts. He then 
advised the wife of the dying man—an op
poser—to run in debt to a large amount at 
a Masonic store near by. She did so, and 
thus defeated the object of the testator. 

The Earnest Christian. 
THANKS to our frtends for the kind en

couragement and support which they are 
giving us. New subscribers are continually 
coming in, but not so rapidly as we desire. 
Let our friends make a rigorous effort with 
the opening of business to send us one 
thousand new subscribers. We can supply 
back numbers fiom January. 

A beloved minister writes ns from " the 
Sunny South": 
REV. B . T . ROBEBTS : 

Bear Brother—" I like the name and the 
character of the Earnest Christian. It has 
the right ring. Put me down as a sub
scriber for just BO long as it continues to 
be the Earnest Christian. I need it to 
brace my own nerves in encountering the 
tide of unholiness in the church as well as 
the wickedness out of it. I will help to 
extend its circulation, as one way of 
" spreading scriptural holiness over these 
lands." I am just beginning the ministry, 
received full salvation at Manheim last 
year, and feel that I am in the right way— 
the way of holiness, and want to keep 
there. Yours in Clirist, 

J . T. 

Literary Notice. 

" A P P L E S OP GOLD IN PicrtrBES op SIL-
•VEB."—Jnst published by the author of 
" Home Thrusts," " Shining Light," " Tho 
Sword that Cuts, the Fire that Burns." I t 
contains a likeness of the author. 

There are 450 pages, beautifully iUustra-
ted, with 100 fine engra'vings. It is neatly 
executed in aU respects. Owing to the 
great variety of topics, the terse and quaint 
style, the numerous illustrations, the sweet 
and heavenly 'spirit breathing through 
every .line, it can but be read with profit, 
by all classes. 

The saving of the little folks, the mak
ing of every household a little Eden, a 
paradise on earth, is kept constantly and 
vividly in view. 

The chaff is sifted from the wheat, the 
dross from the gold. 

We should like to see it in every family." 
This volume is divided thus—First, a 

chapter for the big folks—then a chapter 
for the little folks—"Apples of gold in pic
tures of silver," all the way through it. 

" A good book lives when you are dead; 
Light on the darkened mind it sheds— 
It nurses the gems of holy trust. 
It wakes nntired when yon are dust" 

Price in cloth, per copy, $1.50 ; gilt, 
$3.00. Postage 30 cts. 

Address D. F. NEWTON, 303 West 20th 
Street, New York, Agents wanted. 



ISO THB EAENEST CHEISTIAN AND GOLDEN BULE. 

An Affectionate Appeal to the Rector 
of St, George's Church, H. Y. City. 
Beloved In tmth , why do i t t How can 

yon Rev. sir, as a teacher in Jesus, after 
fighting manfully the battles of the Lord, 
" standing up for Jesns" so many years, 
bow to this moloeh ̂  Yield to the old ser
pent, tha de^vil I 

•WTiat a curse is this light reading, these 
novels, romances, silly love tales, fashion-
plate magariaes, eating out the life of gos
pel purity. Whence the foolish talking 
and jesting, the love »of dress, of wordly 
conformity, the rush to the baU-room, the 
theatre, the opera house, of the steps of 
her that take hold on hell t " Behold how 
great a matter a little fire kindleth." 

And now that the venerable Dr. Tyng— 
whose praise is in all of the chnrches— 
should in his last days bow to this iniquity, 
cast a dark shadow over his almost spot
less character, push these cars of Satan, is 
truly painful, soul-sickening, heart-rend
ing-

Weep I who, that loves Jesus, does not t 
Tears of blood will not ef^ce or wash away 
the stain! Think Ijeloved, of your godly 
son, on his death bed saying to you, 
" Father stand np for Jeans." This blessed 
motto yon •will see on my mantlepiece. 
Could this martyr son of yours now speak 
from the third heaven—what the voice 1 
" Father how can you do it ? Crucify t \ e 
Lord of glory afresh, drive the nails into 
his hands, poise the spear into his side." 

Look at Beecher's course, what the result 
of his writing for the New York Ledger 
for BO much gold ? the love of which, is 
" the root of all evil." Wha t said Peter 
to Simon the sorcerer ? " Thy money perish 
with thee."~Acts ix. 20. 

Since the writing of " Norwood," what 
an impetuous rush for the novel, the 
romance, to the theater, and the opera 
honse! 

And what multitudes wiU go down to 
hell, through the instrumentality of this 
one lover of filthy lucre in sacerdotal 
garbs! " Oae sinner destroyeth much 
good.'*. And where the watchman on 

Zion's top, that has the holy boldness, or 
moral courage, to cry alond against this 
superabounding wickedness, rise up against 
this evil doer, this worker of " iniquity."— 
pB.iv.4,16. 

And can it be our beloved Dr. Tyng is 
about to tread in the same steps, foUow this 
iniquitona example, scatter stiU more 
•widely these firebrands, arrows and death, 
fall into the same trap of Satan ? Name it 
not, " publish it not." "We t>eBeech you in 
the name of the Lord Jeens, for the honor 
of God, and TTi« cause, the welfare of sonls 
yet nnbom, stop before you further go! 
How many in yonr congregation, and mul
titudes of others, will patronize this weekly 
sheet, and drink in the scam of the pit, 
from the fact that the good and evangelical 
Dr. Tyng's name is blazoned abroad as a 
contributor? 

Beloved, we speak this in love. W e be
seech you have no fellowship with the un
fruitful works of darkness. " Be not parta
kers of other men's sins. Woe to the world 
because of offenses. Woe to that man by 
whom the offence cometh." 

Yours truly and affectionately, 
D. F. NE^WTON. 

P. S.-^We leam with deep regret, that 
Bishop Simpson* has fallen into the same 
snare of the devil, is bowing to the same 
Baal, pushing the same car of Satan/and 
not a few of the most Godly members of 
the Methodist Cburch, are weeping over 
his sad fall, and will, from this fact, leave 
the communion over which he presides. 
"Help Lord, for the Godly man ceaseth, 
for the faithful fail from among the chil
dren of men."—Psa. ii. 1. 

REVIVALS. 
NoBWiCH, N. Y.—I am so glad salvation 

is free and full. Bless God, it saves sonl 
and body. Bless God, oh my soul, for a 
Saviour who can save to the uttermost. 
Since I last wrote, God has let down salva
tion on the people all over the hills and 
vaUeys. Glory to God, in the highest! 
There have been between ninety and^hnn-

* His name is already published tei and near as > 
contributor to tliis herald of fiction, the New Toik 
t-eOger. 
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dred conversions, and still the work goes 
on. Bless the Lord oh my soul I W e com
menced our meeting on New Year's eve and 
it has been going ever sipce. "We mean to 
push the battle to the gates and end it 
down by the river, God being our helper. I 
love the Lord better than ever. Glory,to 
God in the highest I Jesns saves poor- me 
all over to-day. Bless his name forever. 

Yours in Jesus forever, 
CHAS. J . HO^WB. 

MoLTNE, III .—Abont three weeks ago 
an old colored brother commenced a prayer 
meeting in Moline. There was but one 
professor in the place and that was a sis
ter, who had almost lost her hope in her 
Saviour. The good old brother could not 
read a word, but he had the life and power 
of a Christian. I went over to help him 
and the Lord met vrith us and poured out 
his Spirit. One sister, the second night, 
was so overpowered that she lay for four 
hours. Four othera were converted and 
gave God the glory. Three were conricted. 
One man thought he would run away from 
the Lord, so he went over the Mississippi 
river to a party. He played cards and 
danced until four o'clock Sunday morning. 
When he came back, his wife was convert
ed. She commenced talking to him bnt he 
thonght he had enjoyed himself as well 
where he had been as he would at meet
ing. He did not believe in such work, and 
he would run his risk. Bnt the Lord was 
at work and the seed was sown and it was 
taking root. On Monday morning when 
his wife awoke she thought he was dying. 
Oh it was heart rending to hear and see 
him. It seemed as thongh he snffered the 
pains of Hell for some twelve honrs, and 
then the Lord forgave him and he was 
made to rejoice in Gcd his Sariour. There 
were some eight sonls made happy in a 
Saviour's love. We have organized a Sun
day school and things are going on weU. 
Oh for religion that saves from all ain. We 
can have the witness that we are Christ's. 
Oh that WB, as professors, wonld be more 
Christ like. Then we shonld have power 
with God and onr light would shine. If 
you are a professor, remember God says, 
" Go work iu my •vineyard." He expects 
no half way work ; he has said, " Son give 

me thy heart." The whole.heart and Ufe 
should be his for time and eternity. 

W M . CBOBS. 

» *»-
DYING TESTIMOHY. 

At Prentis Yale, McKean Co., Penn., 
Feb. 6, 1869, Mrs. Melvina A. Bald^win, 
wife of J. M. Baldwin, Jr., and daughter of 
H. and Julia A. Champney, Cooksville, 
Wis., died in the 27th year of her age. 

Another trophy of wondwus grace has 
gone to adorn Immanuel's crown. 

When Spiritualism waa at its highest 
ebb in Wisconsin, sister Melvina. being 
about 11 years of age, was the medium of 
astonishing manifestations, and was for a 
time looked upon as promising mnch for 
the future development of the new found 
doctrine. 

Bnt as its trne character became known 
to her, by its effects upon society, she was 
led to a renunciation of the whole scheme, 
and for a time the barren rocks of atheism 
were her abode, until in her despair she 
sought the living God, and was, after a se
vere struggle for the light, " accepted in 
the beloved." 

Soon after her conversion, she united 
•with the Free Methodist Church, which 
was her home for abont a year previous to 
her death. It is seldom that one who has 
been overwhelmed in the bewildering maze 
of Spiritualism as sister Baldwin was, set
tles down into so calm reliant a trust in 
Jesns. Her faitb was unwavering to the 
last, and without a struggle or a groan, she 
died in ocnsrions, perfect peace. Possessed 
of a delicate physical constitution, a strong 
and vigorous mind, her health was injured 
by too close application wUle in boarding 
school, which induced consumption, which 
after two yeara of suffering ended her 
mortal career. 

G. E . CHAMPNET. 

LOVE FEAST. 

PoLLT HENDBICE.—I mosf say a few 
words for Jesns. He saves me. I am go
ing throngh in the narrow way, on the 
track Jesus marked ont. Formality reigns 
in onr midst, bnt Jesos blesses me in stand
ing for the truth. Praise God for redeem' 
ing grace. 

Deerfield Prairie, Bl. 
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BEV. D B I A H WAEBINGTON.—I wiU give 

you dne notice when I get tired of taking 
tbe Earnest Christian. I want your read
ers to understand that I am on my way to 
the celestial climesi I want all of earth to 
know that I have a Bible, and that I read 
it, and glory be to God 11 believe it. Yes, I 
believe it. I trust it for time and eternity. 
Glory be to Jesns. 

Thon, O Christ, art all I want, 
2Iore than all In thee I find. 

0 glory be to Jesus, I mnst •write j ust as I 
feel. My redeemed spirit is panting after 
all the fnllness that la in Christ Jesns my 
Lord. 

O tell me no more 
Of this worid'i vain store. 
The time for such trifles 
With me now is o'er, 
A country Fve found. 
Where truejoys abound, 
To dwelll'm determined 
On that happy ground. 

1 can say this very moment to dwell 
within thy wonnds, then pain is sweet, and 
life or death is gain. 0 glory, glory, glory. 

I am become a fool that 1 may be wise. I 
have Paul's experience in ii Cor. vi. 1 to 
10. I have learned that to be a servant of 
Christ means something. First it is to give 
np all and to suffer all things for Christ's 
Bake. Secondly it is to receive and enjoy 
all that God has promised. O yes, and in 
every trial we will not only be delivered 
from all, but God in his •wisdom wiU t n m 
our lion's dens, and crucible's into life pre
servers, and prisons will palaces prove, and 
Jesus will dwell with us there. There will 
be no compromising with the devil, in big 
things or little things, with friends or 
foes, in the church or out of it, when our 
character or our bread and butter is at stake, 
but everywhere Christ is all and in all, 
blessed forever mora. Amen. 

Quincy, III. 

KEV. M . 'V. CLUTE.—Not by any works 
of righteousness which I have done, but 
by the grace of God, and faith in the 
atoning blood, I am in the kingdom of 
God, and the kingdom is within me. I 
have the Spirit of God, witnessing •with 
my spirit to the new creation, and to my 
acceptance with him. My conscience is 
void of offense, the blood of Christ deans

eth me from all sin, and the law has lost 
its condemning power. My faith in God is 
increasing, my heart of love to God and 
man is enlarging. The frnit of the land is 
good and abundant, I feel able to go up and 
possess it, have no evil report to bring, 
feel happy in my soul, am in for the war, 
expect to fight it out on this line, and hail 
the blood-washed at God's right hand. So 
let it be. Lord Jeaus. Amep. 

-WTiUewater, Wis. 

REV. C. H . SOUTHWOBTH.—I enjoy fuU 

and free salvation through the blood of the 
Lamb. Glory to God! I am perfectly free in 
Christ, in secret and in public, in the house 
and in the street, at home and abroad, any 
time and every time, anywhere and every
where, and under all circnma'ances. Glory 
to Jesus! Every atom of my being is 
saved and sanctified, by blood divine, and 
I am all the Lord's from top to bottom, 
from center to circumference, inside and 
outside, and all over. Glory to God! I 
have got into Blind Henry's third state— 
" sanctified recklessness," and have bid 
farewell to every fear and moved up in the 
land of rocks, where I live on gospel food, 
and now sit and smile at Satan's rage and 
face a frowning world. "Hallelujah to 
God and the Lamb forever!" 

Lawrence, Kansas. 

N . ATKINS.—I praise the Lord for free 
and full salvation. I feel the love of God 
all throngh my soul. l am- determined to 
fight my way throngh iu the straight and 
narrow path. And while some church 
doors are closed against me, the Lord opens 
others. Glory to his name. My motto is 
no union between Christ and Belial. The 
Lord is my refuge in him wiU 1 trust. The • 
Bible is my gnide, Christ is my leader. The 
Holy Ghost is my sanctifier, and tbe blood 
of Jesns cleanses my sonl from all sin. 

Nilson,N. T. 

SABAH B . B A I L E T . - - I am saved of the 

Lord to-day, even to tbe uttermost. Glory 
Hallelujah. The bridges are all taken up 
and I am on the forward march. The 
chains are all off and I am in for old fash
ioned Methodism, that keeps the trappings 
of the deril off from ns and our children-


