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THE lowest grade of experience in 
salvation is pardon. If this is not ob
tained, the subsequent Ufe of a profess
ing Christian is all confusion. He who 
presumes to overleap this pre-requisite, 
and strives to attain Christian perfec-
-tioD, is utterly blind. Many who pro 
fess salvation are destitute of pardon. 
Their experience is built upon the sand. 
They are insecure because they are not 
sanctioned by the Bible. Others, who 
once obtained pardon but have lest the 
witness of the Spirit, now testify to 
Christ's saving abUity, while they are 
themselves children of corruption. O, 
mistaken souls, to dream of heaven, 
while you carry the burning conviction 
Sf living in kno^wn sin! Reader, if you 
are the man, you may profess the most 
sanctified life, but God who sees you, 
anmasks your self-constituted righteous
ness. Yes, you feel an awful weight on 
your soul, of accumulated guilt. Do 
you wish to deceive'? Better confess 
to an assembled world than go down to 
hell, suffering the vengeance of eternal 
fire. Why not now how meekly before 
God and ask forgiveness? Then go 
straight to Jesus, tell him your sorrows, 
pour out your grief, settle the matter 
between yourse f and him. To rest 
another day may be fatal. Your case 
needs attention. Delay is ruinous.— 
Your means of reform have proven 
Christless. You have been waiting for 
peace. Mark! First pure, then peace

able. Your probabilities of salvation 
are diminishing, and your desperation 
increasing. You may now turuj-ere the 
darkness of blackness is •finding its 
eternal horror round your unforgiven 
soul. The foreshadowing of an end
less, starless night, spreading its gloom 
with increasing fear of coming wrath, 
now makes you feel that pardon is the 
only relief. O, why not ^.nk into His 
hands, and have your guUt all forgiven 1 
May God for Christ's sake pity you. 
Look around you; you stand on the 
threshold of an awfiil hell, while God 
offers you pardon. O, madness! My 
soul feels for you. Stop now—think 
aw&le. Let the voice of God be heard. 
Better you had never seen tho light than 
reject it. Let us turn our atteution tb 
a-few facts. 

- 1 . Pardon is a change of relation. 
Before he is pardoned, man is a't enmi
ty with God. For the removal of this, 
God offers him relief through faith in 
his Son. All possible e,-cpedients have 
been tested that human wisdom can de
vise, and yet none has ever brought the 
desired peace. Men have acknowledg
ed God, but few have sought his favor. 
Strange! that such a relation should be 
contemned. To be translated from a 
state of rebellion to a state of peace— 
from a child of hell to one of glory, and 
yet this change is kno^vn by few, though 
all mankind might taste the bliss. In-
this new relation the soul obtains peace. 

This peace is the fruit of the Holy 
Ghost. Christ is called our Peace.— 
The redeemed sinner can rest on a su 
foundation. Storms may come a 



166 T H E BABNEST CHBISTIAN AND GOLDEN BULB. 

winds may blow, but his security is un
shaken. Tliis grace is found in every 
justified soul. It takes the place of 
former enmity. Contention ceases in 
such a soul. The peace of a sinner be
fore pardoned is unlike this. It is un
settled. It comes from earth, and de-

.pends upon it. It changes with the 
prospect before him. He has no Christ, 
and where this precious Jesus is not, 
doubt and unbelief sit enthroned. He 
may imagine peace, but one thought of 
eternal judgment scatters it to the winds. 
" There is no peace to the wicked, saith 
my God." The " wicked are like the 
troubled sea that cannot ¥est, casting up 
mire and dirt." They say, " lo here is 
Christ, lo there is Christ." " They have 
Lords many, and gods many." If the 
Devil can induce them to seek, in this 
world, the peace they long for, by pre
senting objects of hope, the very oppo
site of Christ, he accomplishes his hell
ish design. You may, reader, live in a 
palace, yet your soul be at enmity with 
God. Thei-o is absolutely no peace out 
of Christ. " Out of Christ God is a 
consuming fire." 

You may always have this grace in 
your heart by observing two things. 
1st. Commit all into God's hands, and 
2d. Believe he will not forsake you, and 
that what he does, is and must be right, 
because it is not possible for him to do 
wrong. Enter into this life and your 
" hope will be firm unto the end." Un
derstand you do not covenant to serve 
him according to circumstances, but to 
be his always. He who occupies this 
ground can 

" Gladly wander up and down. 
And smile at toil and pain." 

We must rest meekly in his hands— 
to move is to be destroyed. To retain 
this peace we must not complain, or 
wish our lot different, or assume to pre
scribe to God. Our Father's hand will 
lead us, only you must allow yourself 
to be led. As storms gather, lean on 
him. Tempest without and peace within. 

2. I t implies a change in our nature. 
It would be useless to argue the natural 
purity of our race. Every day's expe-
ience contradicts this. The worst of 

unbelievers would repel the theory o{ 
innate purity. Men everywhere com. 
plain of the depravity of our race—the 
deeeitfulness of our nature. Every 
possible means has been resorted to 
for a radical reform. Men of the best 
intellect have been guilty of the most 
atrocious deeds. Education has ex
pended its millions, and has failed fo 
cure the moral disease. Philosophy 
and tradition have been substituted for 
God's commandments. Ceremonies 
have been .observed. They have never 
converted a soul. Is there no remedy! 
Is there not a balm to reach to the ut
most limits of our corrupt natures-
Nothing short of a radical cure will he 
restorative. The disease must have an 
antidote of infinite merit. 

When earth had failed to find a rem
edy, heaven devised one. The Son of 
the living God reveals in the most ex
pressive language the necessity of a 
change, but conceals the manner. We 
know not whence the wind cometh or 
whither it goeth,but we hear the sound; 
so is every one who is born of the Spirit. 
The Holy Ghost plants in us the seed 
of a divine nature, changing the current 
of our affections, and turning our atten
tion heaven-ward. The moment •ffe 
experience this new creation, we appre
hend the Son of the living God as its 
author, and in us is now fulfilled the 
words, " created anew in Christ Jesus." 
We are partakers ot the divme nature. 
Christ sanctified his human nature by 
the divine, so we have Christ in us the 
hope of glory, and are united to Mm 
our living head as the branch is to the 
vine. This is the new nature, thougli 
men may revile it. It is a hidden life. 
"Your life is hid with Christ in God." 
The ones who are thus changed,no more 
live unto themselves^ but unte him who 
bought their pardon. The old natuM 
has passed away, and behold aU tjiiiigs 
have become new. 

In this neio nature not a trace is pro
duced by self. Self must be abandoned. 
There is no mixture of human wisdom 
or skill. The instrument is lost in the 
immensity of the work. The work is 
so full of life, truth and love, that if aB 
men doubted its genuineness, the sab-


