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'OUR LIFE AS IT HAS BEEN AND IS.

BY D. F. NEWTON,

: “He leads us on
a By paths we do not know ;
After our toils are past,
‘Will give us rest at last.”
.WE were born in New Hampshire,
reared in Massachusetts, trained morally
but not religiously. We grew up to

manhood an impenitent sinner, without -
a saving hope in God. Possessing nat--

urally a roving,enterprising disposition,
we roamed about in early life, engaged
in various occupations and schemes of
worldly speculation. At the age of
nineteen we found ourself in old: Vir-
ginia, “seeking our fortune.” Here,
after suffering on a bed of affliction,

- God in mercy opened our blind eyes
so we “saw men as trees walking.”

Our soul was converted, born of the
Spirit, regenerated. “Except a man be
born of the Spirit he cannot see the king-
dom of God.” Weloved God, his ways,
word, and people—hated sin. The
things we once loved, we now despised
and -renounced. And the things we
once hated, had no relish for, we now
delighted in. - Our soul was alive, kin-
dled for things above, heavenly, where
Christ sitteth, at the right hand of God.

‘We had now rather be a door-keep-

er in the house of our God “than to
dwell in the tents of wickedness.” We
hungered and thirsted after righteous-
ness, and yet, alas ! how little we knew
of ourself, the wiles of Satan, and the
deep things of God. We saw clear-
ly, however, at this early period of our
Christian experience, the necessity of a
deeper work of grace, the cleansing pow-
er of the blood of Jesus, and also the
dilapidated state of the church, her
garments spotted all over with the
flesh. We felt sure there must be a
higher state of piety in all the Protest-

‘ant denominations, to make successful
“headway against the powers of dark--

ness and.hell.

After remaining some ten years:in a
secular employment, we began - to feel:
an irrepressible desire or longing to en-
gage in study for more extended useful-
ness ; consequently we relinquished our
buying and selling “to get gain,” - left
Virginia and entered as a student in
Oneida Institute, near Utica, N. Y.
‘We remained here two ears, and left
for Hamilton University, and thence
to Lane Seminary at the time the Rev.
Lyman Beecher was President: of. that. '
Institution. While here applying our=
self very closely to our studies, some
two. years, and neglecting (as many
students do) regular, physical exercise,
our health failed; and for the restora-
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tion of that, and the continued ad-
vancement in knowledge, we visited
Philadelphia, Boston, New Orleans,
and Obelin, Ohio. ~ While in Ober-
lin ‘our health greatly improved, and
here too, blessed be God, we secur-
ed- additional light on the * higher
Christian life.”. From this school of
the prophets we returned to Cincinnati,
where the Lord gave us “an help meet.”
It is not good that the man should be
alone.” Gen.ii. 18. “ Whoso findeth
a wife, findeth a good thing, @nd ob-
taineth favor of the Lord.” Prov. xviii,
22." “Be ye not unequally yoked to-
gether with unbelievers” “ for what
fellowship hath - righteonsness with un-
righteousness.” “Can two walk to-
gether except they be ‘agreed 2’ “ Do-
mestic happiness, thou only bliss of par-
adise that hassurvived the fall.” After
entering the marriage relation joyfully,
we removed to Covington, Ky. expect
ing to make this our permanent resi-

~ dence for life—but God’s ways are not

-our ways, neither are his thoughts our

thoughts. “For my thoughts are not

-your thoughts,” saith the Lord, “ neither

‘are your ways my ways.”

At this time we commenced a peri-
odical, entitled the “Golden Rule,”
which we continued seventeen years—

. five years in Covington, five in Cleve-

land, and seven in New York City.
Our special object in this publication,
was to reprove all sin, and especially to
lay the ax of God’s truth at the root of
popular sins, and those most prevalent;
intemperance i the use of strong drink
and tobacco, Sabbath desecration in

- every form, worldly conformity in dress

and equipage, popish church building
and decorating, the making- of God’s

- 'house, “a house of merchandise,” “a

den of thieves,” the wicked, worldly

¢

THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN AND GOLDEN RULE.

policy of raising funds for benevolent
purposes by fancy fairs, tea parties,
soirees, oyster suppers, and the like,
which we looked upon, and- still look
upon as little better 'than worshipping
the golden calf, “sitting down to eat
and rising up to play.”

We applied God’s truth also in expos--
ing the evils of a corrupt press in the
form of mixed publications, the fascin-
ating, popular readings, fashion-plate
magazines—the Harpers’, Godey’s, Pe-
terson’s, Leslie’s, New York Ledgers—
noyels and' romances, foolish comicals,
advertised and puffed by many religious
editors.

The sin of slavery, likewise, the traf-
ficing in the bodies and souls -of méh
for filthy lucre, came under our espe- -
cial observation in our periodical issues.
Secret oath-bound societies were mnot
spared. Masonry, Odd-fellowship, and
other secret abominations, uniting the
church and the world, Christ and Belial,
contrary to nature and grace, and the
great\sin of I(Lglect.ing_ to obey God in
training children in the way they
should go, that “when they are old
they will not depart from it.”* .

Pursuing this warfare in every num-
ber of the “ Golden Rule” we experi-

“enced no little opposition from those

who heal slightly, ery “peace, peace,
when there is no peace.” While re-
maining in a slaveholding, tobacco-rais-
ing, chewing, smoking and dipping
community, we passed through some

*For the furtherance of our views on
Biblereforms, church and family duties, and
to place them in a more permanent form ;
in the year 1864, we published a volume of
400 pages, entitled “Home Thrusts” and
some thirty different religious tracts, spiced
gospelly, all of which are going forth as
the Lord opens the way. We have also, a
second volume in contemplation, which, the

-Lord helping, giving strength, wisdom,and ~

grace, shall be a “ sword that cuts.”
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severe conflicts, with threats of exter-
mination, (“Ye have taken away our
gods and what have we more?”) but
God was on our side by day and by
night, -our sun, our shield, our high
tower, our rock of defence, our exceed-

ing great reward. ..Glory to his name!
During this whole period of some

twenty years, striving against all sin

these passages would come home with)|

peculiar emphasis. “One thing thow

We received a new impulse, the bap-
tismal fire, a fresh token of God’s re-
deeming, sanctifying grace. We ven-
tured, though tremblingly, to call this
entire sanctification, “perfect love that
casteth out all fear.” “ Holiness to the
Lord 1”

From that time to the present, we
have published the glad tidings of sal-
vation, a complete Saviour, able to save
to the uttermost. “And thou Shalt

lackest;” “Physician heal thyself;” call his name Jesus; for he shall save

“Thou, therefore, who teachest another,
teachest thou not thyself?” We were
not free in Christ Jesus. The “old
man” was not entirely crucified. The
goptations to pride, self-will, evil
per, the love of applause were oc-
casionally yielded to,, which brought us
into condemnation, spiritual bondage,
and Iled us to cry mightily to God for
deliverance. 'We saw clearly from
reading the Scriptures it was our duty
and privilege to rise above our easily
besetting sins, to be dead to them, “and
alive to God through our Lord Jesus
Christ;” to “rejoice evermore, .pray
without ceasing; and in everything give
thanks”—“to be strongin the Lord and
in the power of his might, steadfast,
unmovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, that our whole spir-
it, soul and body might be preserved
blameless unto_the comitgzof our Lord
Jesus Christ.” I. Thes. v,23. -On our
arrival in New York €ity, in the year
1854, where meetings-were held exclu-
sively for the higher Christian walks,
we sought more earnestly this best of
gifts, renewed our consegrating vows
and looked to Jesus for the fulfilment

. of the promise, “Come outfromamong

them, and be ye separate, saith the
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing
and I will receive you.” 1II Cor. vi, 17,
18. Our soul was greatly blessed.

his people from their sins.” Matt. i, 21.
We can adopt in .some measure the
language of Paul, . “I therefore so run,
not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as
one that beateth the air; but I keep
under my body and bring it into sub-
jection; lest that by any means, when
1 have preached to others, I my-
self should be 4 castaway.” I Cor. ix,
26, 27. “He that endureth to the end
shall be saved.” Our determination
was never stronger or firmer, than it is
at this present moment to fight the good
fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life,
“ cry aloud, and spare not;” follow-on
to know the Lord,” rise higher and
-higher, shine brighter and brighter to
-the perfect day, that at last we may be
‘able to exclaim with the apostle, “I
have fought a good fight, I have finished
my course, I have kept the faith; hence-
forth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous judge shall give me at that

day: and not to me only, but to all
them that love his appearing.” I, Tim.
iv, 7, 8. é
“Let me not die before I've done for Thee
My earthly work; whatever it may be.
Call me :)ﬂ-henoe with mission unfulfilled ;
- Let n'leedo‘; leave my space of ground un-

tilled ;. :
Impress this truth upon me, that not one
Can do my portion that I leave undone.
Oh! make me useful in this world of thine,
In ways according to thy will not mipe.”
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THE OLD PATHS.,

BY REV. B. T. ROBERTS.

DeeroveMENT implies imperfection.
. Anything that can be improved is im-
perfect. Man is imperfect, God is per-

- fect. Their works partake of their na-

tures. The roads on which we travel
are much better now than they former-
ly were, but the paths on which the

- planets run their yearly race are the

same as they were when the morn-
ing stars first sang together, and the
sons of God shouted for joy. = There
have been great improvements in the
artificial lights “we employ. to dispel
the darkness; but the sun and moon
shine with no greater brilliancy to-day
than they did when. God first sent them
upon their glorious mission. The laws
of men have been, and may still be
greatly improved, but God’s law is per=
fect ; it cannot be changed without be-
ing corrupted.

- The religion - of the Bible is God’s
completed-plan for the salvation of the
human family. It admits of no im-
“provement. It is perfect. Nothing can
-be added to it, or taken from it to ad-
vantage. He who attempts to amend
it -does so at his peril. If any man

shall add unto these things,” God shall (

add unto him the plagues that are writ-
ten in this book. Rev. xxii., 18. A
religion that can be improved is
not of God. This is called a progres- |
sive age; and many seem to expect
that there shall be the same improve-
ment in Christianity that there isin the
arts and scicnces. This is a great mis-
take. In the Gospel of Jesus Christ
there are no errors of doctrine to be
corrected ; no deficiency in the morality
incnleated to be supplied. Everything
is nicely adapted to the end to be secur-

- ed. No better means for -the attain-
© ment of that holiness without which ng'

man can see the Lord, can possibly be
devised; no rules-of conduct -more
likely so secure the well-being of the
individual and of the community have
ever been or can be invented ; no mo-
tives more powerful to affect free moral
‘agents can possibly be imagined.—

8 4 . THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN AND GOLDEN RULE.

Every part is perfect and the whole is
symmetrical. There is room for prog-
ress in the influence which Christianity
exerts upon the world at large and up-
on the individuals professing it; but
the system itself admits of no progress.

We hear a great deal said about the
times being changed, and the demand is,
that there should be a corresponding.
change in religion to suit the times.
The plea is that the people have become
more refined than formerly, and if we
would not see Christianity losing its
hold upon them we must allow of the
introduction of such refinements as will
adapt it to the-popular taste. Such
language savors of infidelity. It is
insulting to God. Under a- specious
pretext, it assumes either that the Gos-
pel is not of God, or that God’s plan
of saving men may be improved.
guise is too_thin so_deceive sny
t 0, Wis eceived.
authority of the Bible is paramount.
If it is to be obeyed in one particular,
it is to be obeyed in all particulars.
The religion adapted to past ages is
the religion needed by the present age.
It is the same in every age and in every
land. The stamp of the coin may
differ, but gold is the same now that
it was in in the days of Abraham. -

Thus saith the Lorp, stand ye in the
ways, and see, and ask for the old paths,
where is the good way, and walk therein,
and ye shall find rest. for your souls.
Jer. vi, 16. :

1. Start for Heaven. Resolve on
getting there. Be thoroughly in earn-
est.  You have slept too-long - already.
Awake, arise, go forth. Do not, while
sleeping or sitting, endeavor to settle
the question as to what road you will
take. If you do, you will, in all prob-
ability, compose yourself again tosleep.
A drowsy man is not in a condition to0°
seftle intricate questions. Open your
eyes. Stand ye in the ways, and SEE.
Be simply desirous of knewing the sure
way to Heaven. ' 2

2. In deciding this, you mneed ask
but one question. Many ways open
before you. There is the wzay of the
formalist, it is very popular. It-ds
laid out with great skill, and laborers
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ces—mmdmg.amnnd_mn.unrams—keep-
ing Sinai and Calvary sufficiently near
to afford pleasant topics for conversa-.
tion—but avoiding their rugged sides.
Itis travell -the great, and
rich, and Jearned.” Then there is the
It starts in a flower

arden, and meanders at first through
delightful groves and among the most
enchanting scenery. There is the Mo-
hammedan way—the spiritualist’s way,
and many others. Some of these often

"cross each other and sometimes seem

to take the same direction with the way
of life. But if you are in earnest, you
will not care to hear of their various
excellences, .or to try the fearful expe-
riment of seeing if you cannot gain
Heaven by taking a course which God

" assures you ends in death. You will

ask for THE orLp piTHS,—the one in
which Paul finished his career, shouting,
“I have fought a good fight, I have fin-
ished my course, I have kept the faith,

henceforth there is laid up for mea’

crown of righteousness”—the one which
Abraham pursued when he went out at
the command of God, “not knowing
whither he went”—the one in which

. Enoch trod, who walked with God, and

“+was not, for God took him” in a- cha-

- riot of fire to glory. The way may

seem rough,—you will not care for
that—it is enough for you to know
that it is the ome in-which martyrs,
apostles, prophets, and patriarchs pass-
ed triumphantly from earth to Heaven.
You will shun all new paths as ending
only in destructlon

8. The old wey requires entire conse-

- cration to God. Abraham obeyed God

in every particular. Moses made all
things according to the pattern shown
him in the Mount. Caleb and Joshua
followed the Lord fully. The disciples
feft all and followed Jesus. So must
we if we would walk in the old paths.
He that counts his life ‘dear unto him

- isfar from the kingdom. Thenewway

of easy conversions is filling. .th&chnmhes
withdeceived souls. They come forward

PATHS. 9

ith&mﬂd;they.mxs-gagn-ﬂnd_fashion
able_and worldly as ever—

—they are
taught to trust_in God, but neither la-
bor nor_suffer reproach. Qf-real.;clﬁe :

joys.of salvation they are total strang-
ers, ‘We were called on last winter to
go and labor in a revival. It was re-
ported that over a hundred had been
converted and the  whole community
was said to be under conviction. The
evangelist under whose labors the work
had been carried on, preached his fare-
well sermon on Sabbath morning, and
in the afternoon took the cars to go on
a long journey to another appomtment

This we considered a very suspicious
circumstance. We went and found a
large congregation, but the opening
prayer-meetmg seemed to us strangely
wanting in power. The Lord enabled
us to preach two plain, gospel sermons,
and we endeavored to lay the ax at the
root of the corrupt tree. We were
kindly-informed that they thought that
they could get along better without us,

Our preaching discouraged the converts
—it left too much for them to do. They
had been taught that Jesus had done all,
and nothing was necessary but for them
to exercise faith in him. Yet we sim

ply insisted upon the necessity of re-
pentance, restitution and confession, in
order to be able to exercise a saving
faith in Christ. Of the fruit of the

revival but little remains. The hright-

_mmm—_:whxy _reported to
have said after hearing us preach, that
if our pneachmgwm~uu&hahainme
been g
da i ! Thus

it is with many revivals. flhey fill the
church with persons who, at best, have
never been more than partm.lly awak-
ened.

4. The old way is one of self-denial.
Moses would not accept the pleasures
and honors of the mightiest kingdom
of the world, but chose rather to suffer
affliction with the people of God. Were .
such brilliant prospects presented to
Christians of the present age, would
they not argue that it was their duty
to avail themselves of the-advantages
offered, that they might use the influ-



ence thus gained for the glory of God?
Are not political honors sought for
with as much avidity by those who pro-
fess to be living for a, fadeless inher-
itance, as by the veriest worldlings?
In the fashionable style of living adopt-
ed by professed Christians, in the gay
attire with which they decorate their
persons whenever they appear at church

~ or in the streets, where is the least ex-
- hibition of self-denial? Are not covet-

ousness, and pride, and appetite indul-
ged to a frightiul extent ? If there was
any one saying of Jesus thathz seemed
deeply desirous of impressing:upon his
disciples, it was this.  If any man will
come after me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross daily, and jfollow me.
For whosoever will save his life shall
lose it. Luke ix, 23; Matt. xvi, 24;
Mark, viii, 34. This requirement has
never been repealed. Men and women
may dress as they choose, but they can-
not_gain Heaven in this way. The
Saviour’s words will hold good against

-all the false teachers of a corrupt age.

5. The old way is the way of faith—
not the dead faith of the antinomian,
who holds the profession of his confi-
dence while living in disobedience to

- explicit commands of God;-but the

faith that is productive of good works.
Those who are in ithave the faith which
leads them to obey God and trust in
Him to take care of résults. “By
faith Moses forsook Egypt not fearing
the wrath of the King.” There is
quite as much said in the Bible about

trusting in God for temporal as for.

spiritual blessings. Nowhere do you

" read in the Scriptures of the ser-
" vants of God seeking to obtain from
" his enemies, by a show of friendship,

the means necessary to carry on the war-

fare. They did not, except when back-

slidden, “ go down into Egypt for help.”
f raising m

_ means as, selling and renting pews,-hold-
X : 1 fonts > :

_Jng.fmmw” 14 _].mls] .and._concer.fsr- 3 “E.
. wery..modern growth, and -extremels

: : y.
- bas to be sustained by such.means had

- much.better.go.down
God he-would take.care of it.
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6. The old way is. the way of holi-
ness. Entire sanctification is no new
doctrine. It dates beyond the flood.
Nock was a just man. and perfect in his
generations, and Noah walked with God.
This is the testimony of God to his char-
acter, and it must therefore be true.
God says of the patriarch Job, that he
was a perfect. and an uprighs man,
one that feared God and eschewed evil.
“The highway of holiness” over which
“the unclean shall not pass,” has been
traveled by the saints in all ages. The
Revelator ‘saw before the throne,.“a
great multitude, which no man could
number, ot all nations, and - kindred,
and people, and tongues. He was‘told
that they had come out of great tribu-

lation and had washed their robes and

made them white in the blood of the
Lamb,” White robes are the emblems
of purity—of holiness. Those of ancient
and of modern nations, who are among
the redeemed in Heaven, went there by
the way of holiness, Be afraid then, of
a neglect of this blessed doctrine. It was
Satan who said to the first transgressors,-
“ye shall not surely die,” and the op-
position o holiness to-day is but the
echo of these hell-born words. Would
any persuade you that strictness in
meeting “the requirements of God is
not necessary? Listen not to their
persuasions. They would lead you in. -
to one of the by-paths of the broad .
way, which ends in destruction. ;
7. ASK FOR THE OLD PATHS, THE
GOOD WAY, THAT YE MAY WALK THEREIN.
Do not stop with giving your approval.
Do not inquire after it, merely that you
may see and set forth the contrast be-
tween the Christianity of _the times,
and the religion of the Bible. Wait
not for company. Start out alone if
need be, and, ere long, some will join
you in your heavenly pilgrimage. Set
the ‘much needed example in your
neighborhood of* some one who counts
all things but loss for the excellency of
the knowledge of Christ Jesus. Com-
plaining will do no goed ; matters will
not be mended by parleying; strike
out boldly. to follow in the footsteps of
Abraham and Elijah and David, and
the worthies of former generations, for

-
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¢ the city which hath foundations, whose
builder and makeris God.” Reproving
others for conforming to the world will
not benefit them or you as would your
example in walking in the old paths, giv-
ing, as you pass along, the hivitation,
“ Come thou with us and we will do
thee good, for the Lord hath spoken
good concerning Israel.”

8. In this way shall ye ﬁnd rest Jor
your souls. e_purpose
that the body reposes on a bed of down,
if the soul is tormented by guilt, and
depressed by fear of the wrath to.come.
Palatial abodes, costly furniture, luxu-
rious living cannot minister to 2 mind
diseased by sin. Forms of religion
may be changed—it will be but changing
the keepers of the dungeon. In busi-
ness or pleasure you may temporarily
drown your fears, but they will come
to life again and torment you the more
fiercely because of the respite you have
enjoyed. TZhere is, thank God! rest
Jor the soul. It may be enjoyed here.
It does not depend upon the favors of
fortune, or the fmendshxp of the world.
Prosperity cannot give it—adversity
cannot destroy it; all the common
blessings of life, it heightens, but-it
does not depend upon them—it yields
solid comfort in affliction, it bears pain
with composure, it endures persecutions
with patience, and meets death with a
holy triumph. Would you have this
abiding rest? You have the assurance
of God that you will find it, BY WALK-
ING IN THE OLD PATHS.

PraveEr.—When a pump is frequent-
ly wused, little pains are neeessary to
have water; the pump pours out at the
first stroke, because the water is high.
But if the pump has not been used for
a long time, the water gets low, and
when you want it, you must pump it a

. long while, and the water only comes

after great efforts. It is so with prayer;
if we are constant in prayer, every Tittle
circumstance awakens the disposition to
pray, and desire and words are always
ready. But if we neglect prayer, it is

difficult for us to pray; for the water in .

the well gets low.

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS,

BY GEORGE W. JOHNSTON.

- TaE desire for happiness is universal.
If happiness were derivable from world-
ly amusements, the people of the pres-
ent age might claim to have obtained it
to a degree surpassing that enjoyed by
any people since the beginning of time,
Theatres, drinking places, brothels, con-
cert saloons, ete. abound. Excursions
by water and rail on the Sabhath are
now a common thing. The street-cars
in our large cities are thronged with
those who flock to the pleasure gardens
and .other places of resort on the sacred
day. High and low,rich and poor, are
all huncenng and thlrstm.g after pleas-
ure, as 3f this world were given to us
for no other purpose than to be a play-
ground for its inhabitants, to which the
multitudes are rushing, with the athe-
istic language which the Apostle puts
into the lips of those who deny the
resurrection of the dead, ® Let us eat
and drink, for to-morrow we die.”

It has been estimated that the enor-
mous amount of twenty-five thousand
dollars daily—over nine million dollars
annually—is squandered for amuse-
ments in the city of New York alone.
Would to God that the seekers of
worldly pleasure were only those who-
claim to know no higher joys than this:
poor world affords. ~ The religious as-

- sociations of the age abound with that.
- . class represented by the Apostle as

“lovers of pleasure more than lovers
of God.” Within the very pale of the
Christian church, entertainments are
provided for the gratification of sense
and appetite, and the highest enjoy-
ments known to many professors of the
self-denying religion of Jesus, is de-
rived from fairs and festivals, excur-.
sions and pic nics, where feastiung and
folly rule the hour.

Man is made for happiness and is
capable of it, but how is it to be ob-
tained? Can “ wealth, honor, pleasure,
or what else this short enduring world’
can give” satisfy the longings of the
immortal soul? Let those who have
feasted upon them “to the full” reply.
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N One of the richest men upon earth

when congratulated by a friend on his

immense wealth and consequent happi- -

.. ness, exclaimed, “ Happy ? Me happy,
when, just as I am about to dine, a let-
ter is presented, informing me if I do
not send a thousand dollars to a certain
place, I shall have my brains blown
out, Happy? when I have to sleep
with pistols at my pillow ?” After the
great conqueror of the East had suc-
ceeded in subjugating all the surround-
ing nations, he sat down and wept be-
cause there were no more worlds left for
conquest. A celebrated French, come-
dian, who amused the citizens of Paris
night after night with delineations of
comic character, was himself a stranger
to happiness, being so depressed in
spirits that life itself became intolerable.

He visited a physician to inquire if re-

lief could be obtained. The doctor
told him to go and see Raveille
form, assuring him if he did not de-
rive benefit from that, his case was
Alas, exclaimed the actor,

duced to prove the insufficiency of the
things of this world to satisfy the heart,
but one more must suffice :- Lord Byron,
the poet. He was dandled on the lap

-of wealth and luxury. At an earlyage/

per- -~

THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN AND GOLDEN RULE. . -

render him happy ? Let him answer
for himself. :
“In vain my lyre would lightly breathe;
The smile that sorrow fain would wear
But-mocks the woe that lurks beneath,

Like roses o’er a sepulchre.-

Though gay companions o’er the bowl,
Dispel a while the sense of ill, :
Though pleasures fire the maddening soul,
The heart, the heart, is lonely still.”

Interspersed through his writings are
numerous passages wherein he express-
es the deep dissatisfaction which he felt -
within, On his thirty-sixth birth-day,”

the last he was permitted. to see upon

earth, he revealed the barrenness of his
soul in these pathetic lines:

“ My days are in the yellow leaf,

The flowers and fruits of love are gone,

The worm, the canker and the grief,
Are mine alone.

The fire that on my bosom preys,
Is lone as some volcanic isle,
No torch is kindled at its blaze,

: A funeral pile.”

Such is the testimony of those who
seek for happiness in worldly pleasures
and worldly pursuits. Universal expe-
rience corroborates the declaration of
the Prophet, “There is no peace saith
my God to the wicked, but they are

-he manifested signs of genius, and in({)like the troubled sea when it cannot rest,
his sixteenth year published a volume ({whose waters cast up mire and dirt.”

_of poems, in one of which he sung:

. ““To me what is wealth! it may pass in an
e o a

If tyrants prevail, or if fortune should frown.
To me what istitle! the phantom of power.
To me what is fashion! I seek butrenown.”

Observe ¢ wealth, title and fashion”
are all his, but he spurned them ; fame
was the object of his ambition, and to
the acquirement of this he devoted all
the energies of his mind. When twen-
ty-two years of age, he wrote a poem
entitled “ English bards and Scotch re-
viewers” which gained him considerable
notoriety. Others followed in rapid
succession, and ere long he attained to
the _very pinnacle of literary. fame.
But did that, accompanied with nights
.of revelry with convivial companions,

Q@ "

‘What perfect happiness did our first
parents possess in the morning of their
innocence, ere the tempter entered the
hallowed bowers of Eden! There they
stood forth in all their dignity and
blessedness only a little lower than the
angels, Love divinereigned supremely
in their souls, and their highest enjoy-
ment consisted in communion with Him
who is the fountain of purity and bliss,
But the tempter entered that delightful
place, and by his subtle reasoning, they
were prevailed upon to violate the com-
mands of their Creator. They partook
of the forbidden fruit, and by that sin-,
gle act of disobedience which brought
death into the world and all our woe,
all their glory departed from them, all
their happiness passed away as a
dream. ; ;




THE PURSUIT

The design of the gospel scheme of
salvation is to restore to mankind the
happiness which was forfeited by the
fall. Before the Son of God took his
departure fromhis sorrowing disciples,
He consoled them with the assurance
that the Comforter would be sent to
abide with them forever. On the day
of Pentecost they had the fulfilment of
.the promiise; they were made partakers
.of a joy such as the world had not
known since the transgression in Eden;
and all true believers, all who are
turned from darkness to light and from
-the pawer of Satan unto God, receive
the Pentacostal baptism. The love of
God is shed abroad in their hearts by
the Holy Spirit given unto them, and
they rejoice with a joy that is unspeak-
able and full of glory. The joy of the
Lord is the strength of his people: pos-
sessing this they are enabled to triumph
in every condition of life. Paul and
Silas in the inner prison, with their
feet made fast in the stocks, could re-
joice .and sing praises to God. - The
early Cnnstmns as they assembled in
the secret recesses of the Catacombs for
divine worship, realized more hdppiness
than did their persecutors, the Cesars,
when engaged in the festivities of their
banqueting halls or witnessing the
sports of the Coliseum. The Martyrs
marched joyfully to the stake and
praised God in the flames. John Nel-
son, when thrust into a dungeonfor
preaching the Gospel was enabled to
rejoice in the Lord, and joy in the God
of his salvation. Fle prayed for his
persecutors and wished that they in
palaces were as happy as he in his
loathsome prison. Dr. Payson in his

last illness while suffering exeruciating
pains—pdins of body, sp?ok_e of his

“light afflictions” and to use his own
langunge he seemed “to be swimming
in a river of pleasure, which is carry-
ing me on to the ocean of peace.- God
is literally now my all in all. He is

present with me, and no event can in.
the least dlmlmsh my lmppmess Wem
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the affirmations of the Psalmist are
confirmed, “Happy is he that hath the
God of Jacob for his help, whose hope
is in the Lord, his God ; yea, happy is
that people whose God is the Lord.”
There is an mseparab]e connection

between sin and misery, and also be-
tween holiness and happiness. Misery
was never known till sin entered into
the world, and happiness can never be
known by any man- while sin remains"
in his soul. - When the natural mind is
transformed by the renewing power of
the Holy Spirit, then it is brought into
harmony .with Deity, and “the king-
dom of God, which is not meat and
drink, but nghteousness and peace and
joy in the Holy Ghost” is set up in the
heart. Blessed be God' it _is religion

that can give,
It wakes the native fountains of the soul

" 'Which slept before ; and stirs the holy-tides

Of feelingup ; giving the heart to drink
From its own treasures, dranghts of perfect

sweets.”

Reader, are you happy?. If not,

 thou knowest the cause and the remedy

Continue no longer to hew out for your
self “cisterns, broken cisterns, whie
hold no- water.”  * Wherefore do ye
spend money for that which is noﬁ
“bread, and your labor for that whic
satisfieth not? Hearken diligently]
unto me, and eat ye that which id
good, and let your soul delight it
self in fatness.” Place thyself upo
the altar, a living sacrifice, and “th
altar will sanctify the glﬁ: 7 then sh
“thy peace be as-a river, and thy
righteousness as the waves of the sea. ”‘
And when your course upon earth i
finished “an entrance shall be mini
tered unto you abundantly” into Hi
presence, where there is fullness of joy.
.and you shall have a place at His nghi
Hand, where there are plea.surw fon
evermore.”

" God deals with his sefvants, not as a

- passionate master, but as a compassion-

ate father.
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CHRISTIAN LOVE AND UNITY.

BY REV, R, DONKERSLEY.

TaE sum and substance of the Chris-
tian religion may be compressed into one
single sentence—Supreme- love to God,
and unfeigned love to mankind. Such
is, manifestly the teaching of our Sa-
viour: “thon shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, with all thy
mind, and with all thy strength Thou
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” Of
the great Author of this religion it is
emphatically said, “ God is lovet”, On
the principle of love, this religion was
introduced into the world, “God solov-
ed the world that he gave his only be-
gotten son, that whosoever believeth in
him might not perish, but have ever-
. lasting life.” The experunental and
the practical of thisreligion are brought
to view by the apostle when he says,
#*Love is the fulfilling of the law.”
How appropriate the apostolic exhorta-
tion, “ Let brotherly love continue.”
All true Christians feel that their
¢ hearts are knit together in love.”
- Christian, do Christ this one favor for
all his love to thee, love all his follow-
ers, even the poorest and the weakest,
notwithstanding some slight difference
in judgment. “All the names of the
children of Israel were engraven on
Aaron’s breast-plate. So are the names
of all God’s saints engraven on the
heart of Christ. Let them be likewise
on thine.
The eminently pious Rev. John New-
tonesays, “Though a man does not ac-
cord with my views of election, yet if
he give me good evidence that he is
effectually called of God, he is my
brother. Though he seems afraxd of the
doctrine of the final perseverance of the
saints, yet if grace enable him to per-
severe, he is my brother still. If he
love Jesus Fove him, whatever hard
names he may be called by, and what-
ever incidental mistakes [ may think he
" holds. This differing from me will not
always prove him wrong, except I am
infallible myself.”

There was good, strong, common
sense in the address of a certain Qua-

- Christian . kindliness.

politeness.

‘THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN AND GOLDEN RULE.

ker to the renowned Whitefield.
“ Friend George, I am as thou art. I
am for bringing all unto the life and
power of the everlasting God.. There-
fore if thou wilt not contend with me
about my broad brim, I will not quar-
rel with thee about thy black gown
give me thy hand.”

“ A whole Psalm, the 133—a chapter,
1. Cor. xiii—a whole book, 1. John,
have been ertten to commend broth.
erly love.

“1 see no objectlons,” says a certain
popular writer, “under present cir-
stances, to the use of different denom-
inations, while our views continue to
vary ; it is both truthful and useful to
label the varieties. While differences
of opinion remain, nominal distinctions
must exist. Charity does not require
you to deny your: convictions. = Keep
your convictions but abandon your pre-
judices. The mischief doesnot comefrom
thinking differently, but from quarrel-
ing about it. He who only loves those
who agreg with him, only loves himself
ina gla.ss‘} It is surely possible to pre-
fer a-particular Church, without .de-
nouncing the Church catholic. In fund-
amentals we are one, only in smaller -
matters do we divide. Leét us look
more at our mighty agreements than at
our minute diversities. Let us use the
telescope of faith more, and the micro-
scope of sect less.”

- We want more cathglic love—more
}?harity is the
Church’s girdle, withodf which, like a
wheat sheaf with its band undone, it
fal]s‘asunder;i The charity we want is
something re than mers platform
I have notmuch confidence
in that Christian affection which, like
the blood of St. Januarius, only elts
and flows once a year, and then only
in the presence of a crowd. We must
translate our love from the dead lan-
guage of courteous formula into the
current, living speech of mutual help
and comfort. We must love, not in

word only, but in deed and in truth.

“Help us to help each other, Lord!

Each other’s cross to bear:
Let each his friendly aid afford,
And feel his brother’s care.”
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HOW THE BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT. - 15

“ Hence, may all our actions flow; -

Love, the proof that Christ we know; -

Mutual love the token be,
Lord, that we belong to thee.”

“Love is stronger than death”
“ Many waters cannot quench love.”
“ United we stand ;" divided we fall.”
A father had seven sons, who often
uarrelled with each other. Engrossed
y. their quarrels and contentions, they
neglected their work. Nay, it went
o far, that some evil-minded people
hought to turn this difference to their
wn advantage, in order to deprive the
hildren of their inheritance on the death
of their father.
The venerable old man had all his
ven sonsassembled together one day,
and laid before them  seven sticks,
ﬁvhlch were firmly bound together.
“Whichever of you,” said he “can
‘reak this bundle of sticks asunder, I
will give him a hundred erowns on the
ot.
One after the other, each of them

: ,'strained every nerve, and each of them

said, after a long and vain attempt; it
s utterly impossible.
) “And yet,” said the father, “nothmg
easier.”
He loosened the bundle, and- broke

fone stick after the other by a slight

weﬂ'ort

“Ah !” said his sons, it is easy enough

do it in that way—in that way any
ittle boy could do it.

“Yes,” said the father ; “and as it is
ith these sticks, so it is with you, my
ons. So long as you hold fast together,
ou will stand, and no maun will be able

o overpower you. But if the bond of

tmion which ought to bind you together .

be loosened, your fate will be that of
the sticks, which lie here broken on the
ground around us.

“For this is the message that ye
have heard from the beginning, that
we should love one another. Beloved,
let us love one another: for love is of
God; and everyone that loveth is born
of God, and knoweth God.”

“If pure essential love thou art,
-Thy nature into every heart,
Thy loving self inspire ;

Bid all our simple souls be ome,
United in a bond unknown,
- Baptized with heavenly fire,”

HOW THE BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT.

BY MRS, H. A. CROUCH.

- Turee blind men come to Jesus, and
with strong crying and tears, implore
him to havemercy upon them. They tell
him they are blind, and want to see,
and Jesus, full of pity and love, pro-
ceeds immediatel y to answer their pray-
er. He spits: upon the ground, and
mixes the spittle with dust. “ Will he
put spitin my face ¥’ cries one of them.
“ Will he put dirt in my eyes? Such

‘a mode -of procedure is contrary to

all reason.. It would in itsclf destroy
sight, even if sight were perfect,” and
he turns indignantly away. Another
says, “You may put the clay upon my
eyes,anyway, Lord, only give me sight.”
So -Jesus anoints his eyes with the
eye-salve, and says to him, “Go to

‘the pool of Siloam and wash ;” and so

to the pool of Siloam he wends his
way. But he has occasion to crossa
little brook, and he hears the pure wa-
ter dashing hghtly over the stones, and
he ‘reasons ; “This is not the pool of
Siloam, to be sure, but the main thing
is to wash this uncomfortable plaster

* from my eyes, and I suppose I can doit
- here just as well as anywhere, water is

water the world over.” So he stoops
down and washes his eyes, and then lifts
up his head expecting to see birds, and
sunshine; and ‘everything beautiful.
But, alas! he cannot see at all. So he
washes, and washes, and rubs his eyes,
and turns them this way, and that way,
and up to the sky. Ah! he is as blind
as he hgs ever béen. A blind leader
comes along and says, “ Did not the
Master say if you would wash you
should see? Believe it! you do see!
Do you not feel better 27 Yes, I feel
more comfortable than I did before I
washed that clay from my eyes; but I
do not see.” “ Well, you will see; you
feel better, keep on doing duty, and
you will come out all right.”

So the poor blind man goes his way,
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mourning bitterly year after year, * Oh,
it is so sad to be blind I

“Why do you not go to Jesus?”’ is
- the sweet inquiry of one who has tasted
the power and skill of the great Phy-
sician.

“I did go to him years ago,” he re-
Eies, “but he did not give me sight.

e put clay on my eyes, and I washed
‘and washed, until I was discouraged.
But I did not see then, and I do not see
now.” ;
“My poor, dear friend, it cannot be
that you did just as Jesus told yon, or
you would have been healed. I myself
was born blind. For years I groped
in darkness; but I heard of Jesus.
They said he could give blind people
sight, and T resolved to go to him. But
my friends opposed me. They %had no
faith in Jesus. They said he led'a sort
of wandering life; sometimes he slept
out of doors; sometimes in barns;
sometimes he did not sleep at all, but
spent whole nights alone in the woods.
A strange sort of a man, they told me,
despised by everybody, and. followed
by a whole gang of miserably poor peo-
ple. Then tke neighbors said two or
three went around a great deal with
him, and made a great fuss over him:
women too, who had been notorious
bad characters.
" “The opposition was so great, I did
not know but I would have to give up
going altogether; but just then a man
came along who had been blind, and
was perfectly cured by Jesus, and he

went around so glad, so hap&)y from .

morting till night, singing, and telling

every blind person he saw how quickly |

Jesus would give them sight if they
would only go to him; and he asked
me why I did not go; and I told him
what strange things I had hear® about
Jesus. Hesaid iz was all true. He was
-a wanderer, and poor, and despised, and
-was followed by a multitude of poor
people, but it was passing strange how
he'loved them, and those, too; that no-
body else could love: how he cured
sick people, whomn nobody else could
~ cure, and blind people just like me. So
I made up my mind I should go wheth
er any one liked it or-not. Oh'! how I

THE TARNEST CHRISTIAN AND GOLDEN RULE.

wanted some one to go with me. It
seemed so hard to go all alone, but
father threatened, mother cried, and
sisters thought me crazy, and one I
loved as my own soul threw her arms
around my neck, and fairly held me
from going. But I told them I should
goif Idied. AndIdid. Ifound my
way to Jesus. There were a great
many people around him ; some wait-
ing to be cured ; some very fine gentle-
men too, but they seemed to be finding
fault, with Jesus. They said he was a
blasphemer, and a deceiver; that he
pretended to be God, but inded, he was
only a man. I pushed my way through
them all to Jesus. I told him I was
poor and blind, and begged of him to
give me sight, He talked very kindly
to me; then spat upon the ground and
made a clay and was putting it upon
my eves, when one of those fine gentle-
men came to me and took hold of my
hand to lead me away, saying, “Do
not be deceived by this impostor! Do
not be deluded by him ! Just think for
yourself how unreasonable it is that dirt
put on, or in your eyes, should make
you see. Do use a little judgment for
yourself! Do use some reason in this
matter ’ It did seem unlike the way
I had thought God would work. Itdid
seem contrary to all reason ; but I tore
myself from the grasp of the scoffer,
and threw myself at Jesus’ feet, erying,
¢ Oh, Jesus! I have no’help but in thee!
He lifted me up. Blessed Jesus! He
put the clay upon my eyes. ‘Now go
to the pool of Siloam, he said, ‘and
wash.’ o .

“ Why did he not open my eyes up-
on the spot? - Why should he gom-
mand me to go away, blind and alone,
to find the pool of Siloam ? But I went.
Praise his name! Some good spirit
guided me right to the spot, and there
I washed. I looked up, and saw, The
happy birds swung on green branches

- singing so sweetly ; and oh! the broad -

green fields, and the trees, and the wa-
ters! And-everything is just as bright
and beautiful to-day as ever; just as
bright asthen. O, yes, I see new beau-
ties, new glories. Do come to Jesus,
and you too, shall see.
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. Lord with my whole heart.
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' 'EXPERIENCE OF A PEDDLER.

BY PETER WOODS.-

In the month of January, 1853, 1
united with the M. E. Church in Hud-
son City, N. Y. Atfirst it was a great

. eross to me to speak in class-meeting,

and much more to exercise in prayer-
meeting, but having resolved to do my
duty trusting in the Lord, I grew strong-

er. In August 1854, I wentas overseer

of a coal company, to Western Penn-
sylvania, but there was.no place of
worship nearer than three miles. I
united with a little society near East
Palestine, O. I persuaded Father Burt
to come aud preach at my house once a
month. For nearly a year we had no
conversions. Up to this time I wasnot
fully converted myself, but the Lord,
by his Spirit, showed me my inconsist-
ency, I occasionally indulged in the use
of intoxicating drink, and in the use of
Tobacco and Snuff, but the word of the
Lord would come to me in such pas-
sages as these, “If any man will come
after me, let him deny himself,” ete.
“ Abhor that which is evil” At a
watch-meeting in the winter of 1855—

. 56, I put away the unclean thing, and

declared my intentions, to shun every
evil and false way and to serve the
That nighf;
the blessed Jesus set my spirit free and
blessed me abundantly. After thatl
began to exhort, and hold meetings at
my house every week, and the Lord
was graciously pleased.to manifest him-
self in the salvation of souls. One of
the circuit preachers came dnd organized
a class, and the Lord gave us eighteen
members, most of them heads of fami-
lies. We also had a Sabbath School
numbering sixty children.. In about a
year I saw that my employers would
soon have to suspend business, and I
got a better situation at a place called
Industry, on the Ohio river. There
was n6 Methodist church in the place,
but the United Brethren kindly gave
methe use of their church oncea week.
T had a class formed and secured a reg-
ular appointment for preaching.

The Lord in his wisdom saw fit to

-bring me through the furnace-of afflic-
tion. Ihad a severe attack of Eresyp-
elis in my face, and inflamation in my
eyes. My sight became dim, and I had
to resign my situation and go under
medical treatment. The disease in-
creased, and baffled the skill of several
eminent physicians. For seven long
years, 1 was partially blind, but my
merciful Saviour did not leave me.
These were the happiest years of my
life. . Being regularly licensed as a Lo-
cal* Preacher, I went about preach-
ing $he word of life. Both preachers
and people sympathised with me, and
some would say it was a pity I did not
belong to the Freemasons or: Oddfel-
lows, but I told them the Lord was my
shepherd ; and blessed be his name!
he never let me want.

In August 1857, I returned to Hud-
son City. The Rev. A. H. Meade was
then pastor, and he treated me in the
kindest manner. We had a glorious
revival that winter. Af that time my
money was nearly all spent, and pov-
erty stared me in the face, but brother
Meade and the ladies gave me a dona-
tion of about sixty dollars.
spring Rev. E. L. Brice became pastor.
He, being very auxious to help me,
recommended me to sell religious books.
I sold about one hundred dollars worth
of books, but I soon found that people
would not always buy books. I com-
menced peddling with many fears, for I

could not tell a one dollar bill froma .

five, nor a good dollar from a bad one.
I had only about twelve dollars capital

“when I commenced, and I made from

two-and-a-half to three dollars a week.
On Christmas week, I made about four
dollars, for which I felt so thankful that
I went to two widows, and gave them
some tea and coffee. In doing so I
realized that it was more blessed to
give than to receive. On the first day
of January, 1859, I made a covenant
with the Lord, that I would give a tenth
of my ﬂoﬁts to the church and “the
poor. e next year I averaged five
dollars a week; the next year I made
about seven dollars a week, my busi-
ness continually increased, and now
I make about eighteen dollars a week,

\

In the -
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Verily the Lord hath prospered my
way. :
About three years ago, through the

- kindness of a dear Christian lady, I was
introduced to-a celebrated physician¥ "

He kindly took me under his care, and
by his superior skill and medical treat-
ment, the Lord blessing the means, in
a few months I could see to keep my
accounts, and my sight is fully restor-
‘ed, so that I can .read the smallest

rint. Surely the Lord is merciful to
all that fear him. If the servants of
God would give a tenth of their income
to t he Lord, there would be no otcasion
for fairs; or church festivals, which I
believe are an abomination in the sigh;
of God. 3

*Dr. H. B. Millard, No.7, East 27th st.,
New Yprk.

. PERSONAL EFFORT.

- ~Must we expect the minister to do
all the pleading with sinners?- Can not
the private members—the women, who
each have unconverted friends, go forth
and labor with them ? How long has
it been since you yourself talked with
your neighbor about his soul? Did
you ever, indeed, have so great a con-
cern in regard to him as specially to
invite him to your house, or go to his
to talk on that subject? And if you

" never have, is it not time that now you"

should begin? It is not talent norskill
in languages—but a soul ablaze with
the love of the Saviour that wins—the

 love that prostrates itself, with stream-
"ing tears of gratefulness, at the foet of

the cross, and then looks with unutter-
able yearnings upon the souls for whom

- Christ died ; the love that measures not
- carefully its sacrifices, but delights to

multiply them; that in its deep devo-
tion, forgets the thorns in its pillow,
the burdens it has to bear, the rough-
“ness of its pathway. It is more heart

we need, rather'than more-head. ‘A
. _greater boon to the church, with the

work she has to do, were one Peter the
Hermit, with only the fanaticism omit-
ted, than a thousand Erasmuses. Our
greatest peril is dead orthodoxy, per-

~
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formatory service, a life merely pro-
fessional or cold, sluggish and timid.
Having reached the point of respect-
able ability fand acquisition, it is the .
loving life behind them, it is the tears
that bedew .our words, it is the heart
that flames out in every sentence; how-
ever simple and unadorned, that moves,
more than all else, even the callous and
skeptical. God help us all to do for
him and his cause, more this.coming -
winter than in any winter that has
gone before, and let the work begin
now !—Dr. Reid. ' T

BEGAN TQ THINK.”

¢“THEN WE
V : :

‘WaILE riding in the cars last sum-
mer, a returned soldier came and took
the seat beside me. We began to talk
together. He was a veteran. He had
served our country through the whole
war; had been in rebel prisons eight
months; had fought in twenty-one bat-
tles; and had escaped with but one
wound, where a rebel saber, aimed at
his head, had struck the hand with
which he threw up his gun to protect .
himself; and best of all was, that he
was a Christian.

“ Where and when did fyou become
a Christian?” I asked him.

“When I was in a rebel prison in
Atlanta, Ga.” o2

“ What brought it about?

“There were twenty-two of us in
that prison, all wild boys. We suffer-
ed every kind of privation; but we
spent” our fime in any way, playin
cgrds and the like. And IZ!;_ ‘IIr)le):el%
you that card-playing is one of the
worst curses of the army. We were
pretty muchall at cards one day ; when
some rebel officers came in, and one of
them read the names of eight of us,
with the order for execution, and direct-
ed those whose names were called, to
prepare immediately for death. Their
lives were to be taken in retaliation for
something the rebels said our side, the
Yankees, had done. Those eight of our
-comrades had hardly time to say good-
by, and they were led out and hung.
It came upon the rest of us like a thun-
derbolt. Then we began to think we
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needed something more than we had to
- be ready to die.
"~ “We didn’t know who would have
10 go next. There were fourteen of us
left. We got a Bible, and began to
read and pray. We had prayer-meet-
ings every day, morning and night ; and
there, in that prison, every one of
us found Christ. One of the number
.is now a preacher of the gospel. I
have been able to hold on since; and
~ my Christian experience is the sweet-
est remembrance I have of the army.”
And, with a heart full of thankfulness
to God, that noble young soldier was
looking forward to the day, then near
at hand, when he could go home to the
wife and little ones whom he said he
“Joved as his own life.” Thank God
for the coming home of such a soldier!

<+

- PAYING THE PRICE.

BY MARGARET NEUSPICKLE.

Six years ago this fall, I was soundly
converted to God.
light and enjoyed the favor of God for
two years. Then I attended a Free
Methodist Camp-meeting in Rose, where
I first heard the doctrine of sanctifica-
tion preached. I felt there was some-
thing for me I never had. - I welcomed
the light and resolved to obey the Lord.
1.consecrated myself anew to God.
Jesus gave me a hungering after the
blessilg. I determined I would have it
at any expense, yet-the cross was very
heavy. 1 now}saw pride in my heart,
and the roots of bitterness. The nar-
rowness of the way that Jesus would
have me walk in was plainly pointed
out. I then sought the pearl of great

_ price, and truly -did I find it. Praise
God! I went through the crucible and
died out,—felt the last death pang. It
was then indeed a glorious time to my
soul. Icould reckon myself dead in-
deed unto sin and alive unto God. I
was wholly lost in Jesus. I received
such a blessing as I never had -before.
My all was on the altar, and Jesus
sanctified the gift. I then lived in the
clear light for some months, then the

I walked in--the-
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enemy took the advantage of me by
telling me I was deceived and had not

-the blessing. Shameful as it was,‘I be-

gan to reason with him and cast away
my confidence. Then darkness came
upon me, I then mingled with my for-

" mer associates that professed religion but

were cold and formal. Instead of being
anexample, I compromised. My parents
were formal and opposed the plainness
of Free Methodists. They advised me
to dress like the world. 1, (with many
stripes from my Heavenly Father) con-
sented, and found to my great loss myself
far away from God. Yet he was mer-
ciful to me, and did not suffer me to go
into out-breaking sin. I had lost my
purity of heart—my freedom from sin.

‘I saw that to regain. my former enjoy-

ment, 1 would have to domy first work
over again, which seemed very crucify-
ing tome. For two years I was grop-
ing my way in-darkness. The Spirit
of God had not fully withdrawn its
striving, yet I felt unwilling to take the
whole cross. I did certain duties—
kept up-a form without the power. I
was frying to please my friends and
God at the same time, which was im-
possible. - At last I resolved to double
my diligence, to love and serve God.
1felt

‘ My former gains were loss,

My path was folly’s road.”
I confessed my backsliding from God,
mourned over my condition, .and in a
measure -gained the favor of God. He

-

‘began to lead me by his Spirit, and I

again-felt 1 was fully justified. He
in showed me his requirements.
Then I began to look at others and their
opinions and marked out a way for my-
self, but it was of no use, I soon found
myself again entangled in the yoke of
bendage, as I was not willing to come
out and be singular for Christ’s sake,
and tell the people I wanted the bless-
ing of holiness. I soon found it was
life or death with me, as I had sinned
against light and neglected to do what
was my reasonable service, it appeared
almost impossible for me to get back,
but I resolved if Jesus would undertake
for me I would pay the price whatever
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it might cost. Then the light shone
upon my soul. I saw my own right-
eousness as filthy rags, I felt that Jesus
had borne with me long enough, and as
-soon as I consented to follow the Lord
and acknowledge my condition, I felt
the smiles of Jesus resting upon me.
He gave me a desperate earnestness to
do his will. I longed for a clean heart,
- nearly two weeks I could not rest day
or night, but at last I went through on

the Rock. On the 15th day of last

May I again felt that Jesus had led me
out into , the glorious liberty of the
Gospel. 1 rejoiced in the God and
Rock of my Salvation. I was enabled
to count all things loss for the excel-
lency of Christ, and to give up the
opinions of my parents, and the church
to which I belonged. I felt that the
blood had lost none of its power, I
was clean through the word which God
had spoken; he has led me in a plain

ath ever since. ] am willing to follow

He leads’ me into all truth.

_ Through the providence of God the
way was opened for me to go to the
Clarkson camp-meeting. I felt it was
my duty to go. My parents were op-
posed to my going with so plain and
despised a people as the Free Metho-
dists. At first I thought I would stay
at home, but I remembered I had prom-

_ised the Lord that I would follow him.

1 felt I was in danger of losing my soul.

.I consented to walk in the light of God.

There was nothing so dear to me as the

religion of Jesus, I had been in the wil-
. derness long enough. I had now gotin
the land of Beulah and was determined
to stay there, by the grace of God. As
1 could not get their consent I told them
-that was going, oh, I must go! Then
they told me I could have a home with
them no longer. I felt that Jesus
would take care of me, and he then
gave me such a victory as I never had
before. 1felt that my all was in his
hands. The entire surrender was made
of soul, body and Spirit. IfeltthatIwas
not my own but was bought - with the
precious blood of Jesus. Glory to his
name! He has been with me ever
since, and is with me to-day. - I rejoice
in & full salvation. The enemy tries to
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get me reasoning with him at times;, but
through Jesus I am more than conquer-
or. My trust is in him. :

“The Spirit answers to the blood,
- And tells me I am born of God.”

I am. washed in the- blood of the

Lamb. Jesus is doing great things for
me. -He is better to me than father or
mother, house or lands; to him be all
the glory. He is leading my soul by
the side of still waters," and into green
pastures, and gives me grace and glory,
and no good thing will he withhold as
long as% walk uprightly.
a love for my enemies, and for souls
that are yet out of the Ark of safety.
If I had-a thousand tongues I could not
praise him enough. Ilove the truth
better every day. "It is the truth that
makes me free. Praise his name! The
language of my soul is

" “Lord, obediently I'll go,

Gladly leaving ll below ;
Only thou my leader be,
And I still will follow thee.” -

GOING TO DWELL WITH DEVILS.

“De think of your soul, my dear,
and less of dancing and other worldly
follies,” said a Chistian mother one day
to her daughter who was dressing herself
for a ball. :

“Q, m young you know, mamma,”
replied the girl, tossing back her curls
and laughing gaily. “Time enough yet
for me to attend to religion.” it
~ Well, it did seem as if so young and
healthy a,miss had time enough to serve
the devil a few years before she began to
think of serving God, though it strikes
me that such a deliberate purpose to
spend life’s morning in offending God is
almost diabolically wicked, and-is not
likely to be followed by penitence, faith
and piety. But appearances were deceit-
ful in this girl’s case. - Only two weeks
afterwards she was standing before a
glass dressing her hairand saying:—

“I intend to go to school all winter.” .

‘Scarcely had these words passed her
lips before she was seized with sudden
sickness, Thirty-six hours later she

Hegivesme - .-
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was dead! Just before she expired, she
exclaimed :— :

¢ O that all young people were pres-
ent that I might warn: them not to do
as I have done! O tell them for me,
when I am dead, not to live in sin as T
have. .I am going to receive my ever-
lasting fate! 1 am going to'dwell with
devils.”

. Reader ! ' whither are you going?
Remember, a life of sin and unbelief is
the way to the abode of devils and lost
souls. . A life-of faith and holiness is the
way to heaven.” Whither,” then, are

yougoing? To apeacefil or a dreadful °

death? To dwelkwith devils or saints ?
To a life of houndless happiness or end-
less misery 2 - T'0 heaven or hell, which 2

CHRISTIAN AND MINISTERIAL FEL-
LOWSHIP. '

I BELI:EVE it to be the mind of Christ

" that all who are united to him, should

love one another, exhort one another

. -daily, communicate freely of their sub-

stance to one another where poor, pray
with and for one another, and sit down
together at the Lord’s table. Each of
these positions, may be proved by the
word of God. It is quite true that we
may be frequently deceived in deciding
upon the real. godliness of those ‘with
whom we are brought into,contact.
The Apostles themselves were deéeived,
and-we must not expect to de-the work
of the ministry with fewer difficulties
than they had to contend with. S#ill, I
have no doubt from Seripture that
where we haye good reason for regard-
ing a man as a. child of God, we aré
permitted and commanded to trust him
as a brother ;- and, as the most sacred
pledge of heavenly friendship, to sit
down freely at the table.of our common
Lord, to eat bread and drink wine to-
gether in remembrance of Christ. The
reason of this ruleis plain. If we have
solid" ground -to believe that a fellow-
sinner has been, by the Holy Spirit,
grafted into the true vine, then we have

‘ground'to believe that we are vitally

united to one another for eternity. The
same blood has washed wus, the same
2 i

they received them.

CHRISTIAN AND MINISTERIAL FELLOWSHIP. 21

Spirit has, quickened us, we lean on the
same pierced breast, we love the same
law, yve are guided by. the same sleepless
eye, we are to stand at the right hand
of the same throne, we shall blerd our
voices eternally in singing the same
song; “ Worthy is the Lamb!” Isit
not reasonable, then, that we should
own one another on earth as fellow-
travelers to our Father’s house, and
fellow-heirs of the incorruptible crown ?
Upon this I have always acted, both  in
sitting down at the Lord’s table, and
in admitting others to that blessed priv-
ilege. I was once permitted to unite in
celebrating the Lord’s Supper in an
upper room in Jerusalem. There were -
fourteen present, the most of whom, I
had good reason to believe knew, and
loved the Lord Jesus' Christ. Several
were godly Episcopalians, two were
converted Jews, and one a Christian

- from Nazareth, converted under the

American Missionaries. The bread
and wine were dispensed in the Episco-
pal manner, and most were kneeling as
Perhaps some
would have shrunk back with sorrow,
and called this the confusion of Babel.
‘We felt it to be the sweet fellowship
with Christ and with the brethren; and
as we left the upper room and looked
out upon the Mount of Olives, we re-
membered with calm joy the prayer of
our Lord, ascending from one of its
ravines after the first Lord’s supper.
““Neither pray I for these alome, but
for them also which shall believe in me
through their word, that they all may
be Q%z\ The table of Christ is a fam-

jly:tﬁ  spread in the “wilderness, and

“none of the true children should be

absent from it, or be separated while
sitting at it. 'We are told of Rowland
Hill, that upon one occasion, “whenhe
had preached in a chapel where none
but baptized adults were admitted to
the sacrament, he wished to have com
municated with them, but was told re-

tfully, ¢ you cannot sitidown at our

‘table” He only calmly -replied, ‘I

thought it was zhe Lord’s fable’” The
early reformers held the same view.
Calvin wrote to Cranmiér that he would
cross ten seas to bring it dbout. Bax
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ter, Owen and Howe in a later genera-
tion pleaded for it; and the Westmin-
ster Divines laid down the same prin-
ciple in few, but solemn words, *“Saints,
by profession, are bound to'maintain
an holy fellowship and communion in
the worship of God—which communion
as God offereth opportunity, is-to be
extended unto all those who in ever
lace, call upen the name of the Lord
?e’sus.” : z
_The second Scriptural Communion is
Ministerial Communion. Here also I
believe it to be the mind of Christ, that
all who are true servants of the Lord
Jesus Christ, sound in the' faith, called
‘to the ministry, and owned of God
‘therein, should love one another—pray
one for another, bid .one another God-
speed,-own ene another fellow-soldiers,
fellow-servants and fellow-laborers in
the vineyard, .and, so far as God offer-
eth opportunity, help one another in the
ministry. Each of these points also
may be proven by the word of God.
" I am aware that practically it is a point
of far greater difficulty and delicacy
than the communion of private Chris-
tians, because I can own many a one as
a fellow-Christian, and can joyfully sit
down with him at the Lord’ table, while
I may think many of his views of Di-
vine truth defective, and I could not
receive him as a sound teacher. But
although caution and sound discretion
are no doubt to be used in applying
this, or any other Scripture rule, yet the
rule itself appears to ‘be simple enough
—that, when any minister of any"de-
nomination holds the head, is soand in
«doctrine, and blameless in life, preaches
Christ and him crucified as the only
way of pardon, and the only source of
holiness, especially if he has been
owned of God in the conversion of
souls and upbuilding of saints, we are
bound tohold to ministerial communion
with him, whenever Providence opens
the way. What are we that we should
shut our pulpits against such a man?
True, he may hold that Episcopacy is
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whether ecclesiastical or civil ; -still,
he be a Berridge or a Rowland Hill,
he is an honored servant of Christ.
True, he may hold establishments to be
unscriptural—he may not see as I do
that the Queen is the minister of God,
and ought to use all her authority in
extending, defending, and maintaining

. the Church of Christ—still, if he be like

some I could name, he is a faithfal ser-
vant of Christ. True, he may have
inconsistences of mind which we cannot
account for—le may have prejudices
of sect and education which destroy
much of our tomfort in meeting him
(and can we pleadsexemption from
these ?)—he may have spoken rashly
and uncharitably (I also .]{;ve done the
same)—still I can butown him s ser-
vant of Christ. 1f the master owns
him in his work, shall the sinful fellow-
creature disown him? Shall we be
more cautious than our Lord? True,
he may have much imperfection in his
views ; so had Apollos. He may be
to be blamed in some things, and with-
stood to the face; so it was with Peter.
He may have acted a cowardly part at
one time; so did John Mark. Stilll
maintain that unless he has shown him-
self a Demas, “a lover of this present
world,” or one of those who have “a
form of godliness; denying the power
thereof,” we are not allowed to turn
away from him, nor fo treat him as an
adyersary.

Such were the principles of the Re-
formers. Calvin says of Luther, when
he was loading him with abuse, “Let
him call me a dog or a devil, I will ac-
knowedge him as a séryant of Christ.”
The devoted Usher preached in the pul-
pit of Samuel Rutherford; and at a
later date, before the unscriptural act ~

‘of 1799 was passed, to hinder faithful

English ministers from carrying the
light of Divine truth into the death-like
gl_oom of our parishes, a minister of the -
ynod of Glasgow defended himself for .
admitting Whitefield into his pulpit in
these memorable words : “There is no

the Seriptural form of church govern- 8law of Christ, noact of Assembly, pro-

ment. He may have signed the 37th ar-
ticle of the Church of England, giving the
Queen the chief power in all causes,

hibiting me to give my pulpit to an Epis-
copal, Independant, or Baptist minister,
if of sound principles in thé fundament-
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- uls of religion, and qf sober life.” Faith-
tul ministers belonging to all parts of

the visible church are to be recogmzed-

as ministers whom Christ hath given.
Such I believe to be the principles of
God’s word ; such are clearly the views
of the standards of our Church.—R.
M. McCheyne.

NATURE OF PURE LOVE.

*. * * Tovs,like everything else,
has its own nature. - Not.identical with
any other affection, and not explainable
by the laws whi¢h'are appropriate toany
other aﬁ'ec.gpn, it, stands by itself, in its
own entl(:y,  own attributes and form.
And being thus'separate from every
other affection there is something true
-of it, which is not true of anything else.
It is therefore, a legimate subJect of
analysis and description.

2. It is hardly necessary to say, in
offering some explanations on this sub-
ject, that love -always has an object.
Love, without an object of love would
be inconceivable, 1t would be as diffi-
cult to conceive of such love, as it
would be to conceive of an act of mem-
ory without something remembered,
or of an act of .perception without
something perceived. And it is proper
to add, that this objeet, although it does
not necessarily,exclude a regard to a
person’s own interest, is generally found
in interests which are beyond and:out
of ourselves. Hence it is a common
remark, that true or pure love is self-
for ettmg

gain, it is. ©one of the traits of love,
that it does not remain quiescentin him
who is the subject of it, but has a ten-
dency (a tendency which is inherent,
and constitutes a part of its nature) to
move or flow outto its object, whatever
that object may be. It is the object
“which indicates the channel in which it
may flow, and - which constitutes, also,
the termination of its movement. Sum-
moned into bemg by its appropriate
object, it exists without effort; and,
flowing in the channel in which - truth
and nature have- marked out for it, it
asks no reward. If it expected or ask-
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ed for anything which might properly
be: dgnom;rated the recompense or re-

~of its own existence, it would
cease to'be love. And accordingly, if
itube required to give a.reason “for its
existence, (separate from that of re-
ward which it does not reeognize as a
reason,) it can only say, it loves because
it cannot help it, or because it has a na-
ture which makes it love. But such
an answer, if. it fails to announce a rea-
son, at least announces a fact, which, if
reason fails'to approve, it also fails to
annul. No one asks why the sun shines
when it is above the horizon. And the
light of love, like the light of the natu-
ral sun, whenever the appropriate oc-
casion is furnished, shines by spontane-
ous diffusion. Love, therefore, is not
a thing which rests upon something
else, and which can be -analyzed into
antecedent elements; but is rather a
life, a permanence, something essential,
something which exists by itself, and
does. not rest upon any other ‘basis.
And thus, being a life or nature, it acts
itself out as g nature, without thinking
or asking why it does i¢, just as a man
breaChes, or thinks, or remembers, or
imagines, without reflecting or asking
why he does it.

- 4. We have already said that love
necessarily has its object. The object
of pure love (and we regard this as an
important remark) is ezistence ; all per-
cipient and sentient existence whatever
So that love, in distinction from every
appearance and modification of affection
which is not true or pure love, may be
defined to be a desire for the good or
h@ppuma of everything which exists.
And, in accordance with ‘this view;
everything which has a Peing, from the
highest to the lowest; whatever its posi-
tion, whatever its character—the whole
infinity of percipient and sentient exist-
ence, simply because it has such an
existence, is the appropriate object of
pure love.

This is a great truth, and one which,
it must be admitted,-is difficult to be
realized by those who have not an in-
stinet of perception and of affirmation
in their own purified hearts. Those
who are the subjects” of this exalted




feeling sincerely desire the happiness
of all those, whoever or whatever

happiness, while, at the 'same ¢im
may be so, that they disapprove
perhaps even hate their character ;. and
accordingly, they love the evil as well
as the good, sinners as well as sainfs.
Another characteristic .of holy love
is, that it is affractive ; that is to say,
its beauty is so divine, that by its own
pature, it arrests the attention, and
draws all things to itself that are capa-
ble of perceiving its beauty. It is not

duce this effect. = This remarkable pow-
er is an essential power; something in-
herent in it. It'has it, because it can-
not be without it. Even natural beau-
ty has something of this power. The
flower that blooms by the wayside, the
star that shines in the evening sky, at-
‘tracts the eye of the beholder, and
commands his attention. The power
exists, though it may be difficult to ex-
plain it. And, if this power is possess-
ed by natural beauty, still more is it
possessed by moral beauty. He there-

al-elements, that of pure love, operat-
ing Dy that attractive power which is
as eternal as the love from which it
springs, must and will be loved in re-
turn, whether he be God, angel or man.
All that is necessary is; that this moral
beauty be clearly perceived, which,

P

sible to be done, when the mind is
ened by sin. - - s
‘We have a striking illustration of
the nature of pure love in the“case of .
the Saviour. He loved sinners. “He
came not to the righteous, but sin-
pers to repentance.” It ‘was mot for
els, but for erring men, that he died.

He bowed his head upon the cross for
those who persecuted him, reviled him,
slew him. He loved men, not because
" they were good, for such they were nof,
and certainly not because they were
evil, becanse evil ean never be the found-
ation of love, but because they were
existen: pient and moral exist-
ences. He saw them created with the
elements of an eternal being, but -des-
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necessary for it to use efforts to pro-

fore, who possesses the highest of mor- -

however, is never done, and is not pos- .
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titute, in their fallen state, of those at-
tributes which' would make that being
a happy one. He saw them destitute
of truth which they might pessess, of

. Loliness to which they were strangers,

the enemiés of God When they might
be his friends, the heirs of hell when
they might be heirs of heaven. He
loved them, therefore, not because they
were good, but because they bad a sen-
tient, and especially beeause they had
a moral, existence. It was their exist-

ence and not their merit; it was what
they were capable of being, and not
what they were, which brought him
f. Upham.

down from heaven.-%%

¥ is not time that flies ;

’Ti8 we, ’tis we, are flying:
¥t is not Life that dies ;

’Tis we, ’tis we, are dying.
Time and eternity areone;
Time #s eternity begun: '
Life changes, yet without decay ;
Tis we alone who pass away.

It is not Truth that flies;
’Tis we, 'tis we, are flying :
It is not Faith that dies;
'Tis we, ’tis we, are dying.
O ever-during faith and truth,
‘Whose youth is age, whose age is youth
Twin stars of immortality, '
- Ye cannot perish from our sky.

It is mot Hope that flies ;
“is we, ’tis we, are flying :
It is not Love that dies; -
\; "Tis we, 'tis we, m‘iﬁ
' Twin streams, that that havein heaven
* - your birth, e
““"Ye glide in gentle joy t%ugh earth,
‘We fade, like flowers beside you sown {
- Ye are still flowing, flowing on.”

Yet we but die to live ;
Tt is from death we’re flying :

For ever lives ourlife ; - >

‘ For us there is no dying. :
Wee die but as the spring-bud dies, -
In summer’s golden glow to rise.

¢+  These be our days of April bloom;

Qur July is beyond the tomb.




AWARE!

AWAKE! AWAKE?

BY REV. A. B. BURDICK,

ScrrrruraL awakening is the first
great want “of the times. “It is now
high time to awake out of sleep.” “The
night is far spent, the day is at hand:
let us therefore cast off the works of

darkness, and let us put on the armor -

of light.” :Sleeping men are not con-
scious of what is passing about them.
They are neither able to “ cast off the
-works ‘of darkness” nor yet to discern
them The soul that is truly awakened
“ Bunyan’s
reahty This world
. “City of Destruction” ly-
_ ing in wxckedness Sin is none the less
sinful in the sight of God, for being ex-
a}ted to_“ high places.” The nature of
aviper is not changed by giving ita
more favorable position. The more
sin is popularized, the less it is feared,
and the more general and ruinous will
be its effects. :
The righteous are to “judge all
things ;” not by theu- names or “‘out-
ward appearances,” but from the prin-
ciples involved. Vice is all of a piece.
And vainly men seek for a path between

tsand virtue. Murder is murder, wheth-

er it is perpetrated mechanically or bar-
barously. The geateel pick-pocket is
equally a high-way robber, wrth the
ruffisn whe demands “ your - money or
your-life.” Time was, when it was
said, “There is honor even among
thieves ;” but men have come to profess
one thmo and pmctlee another, untx! it
is to be feared ‘that conﬁdence can no
longer be placed m thieves at least.

% Wickedness'in high places” is but
the stepping stone down to degrada-
tion and ruin. Though intemperance
should begin in “ Palace halls,” gilded
and decorated with costly paintings,
and charmed with sweetest musie, its
victims share the same fate with that
vile inebriate who comes reeling from
the lowest cellar grocery. Both fill the
“drunkard’s grave;” both have their

part in the *lake which burneth with

tire and brimstone:” Honorable names

attached to dishenest practices; do not
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remove the curse of God from such in-
S “United States Bowling
'.; for gentlemen and ladies,” or
"Na e'éal Billiard Rooms” are no less
fensive in the sight of God, than the
lower gambling holes where the poor
of the same class squander their time
and ‘money, on card-tables,  with dice,
rafflings, chess or cheequer-boards.

The principle of gambling is the
same, whether on a large or small scale,
—whether under a sanctimonious garb,
or in its own vile array—in houses de-
voted to that purpose or churches, or
families. Church gambling and party
gambling, with their prize lotteries,
grab-bags, post-offices and all that per-
tains to them, must B e summed up by
all truly awakened souls in that one
word—gambling !

The mild legxslatlve name of « nec-
essary evils” for licentiousness, rum-
selling and gamblmg with the revenues
they bring into the treasury, may be
some palhatlon for such crimes in the
eyes of the unawakened ; but in the end,
like the sin of slavery they will brmg
down the heaviest blows of God’s wrath
on our land and nation! The murder-
ous Jews would not even put; the “price
of blood into the treasury,” while some
of the principal resources of our nation
are not only the price of blood, but of
souls. Is it any wonder that money is
called “ ﬁlthy lucre” in the Scriptures,

“when it is drawn out of the foulest res-

ervoirs of vice and sin? One woe. is
(nearly) past, and behold others come.

“Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabitants of -

the earth, by reason of the other voices
of the trumpet of the three angels
which aré yet to sound * The theory
that “the end sanctifies the means”
seems to obtain very generally in both
church and state.

The right of hearing the “ good tid-

ings of great joy which (the angels said)

shall be to all people,” is struck off to
the highest bidder, because of the end
to be Mlned Not for the avowed pur-
pose of preventing all people, and es-

“pecially the poor, (wblph have the gos-

pel preached unto them). from heari
the “good tidings of great joy,” but ta
secure respectabdaty in the world, and
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to meet the salary and other expenses
necessarily attending such an enterp¥is

Religious fairs, festivals, Christmia
trees, pic-nics, excursions and ¢ :
parties, spiced with a little of the ¢ omic
and theatrical, and occasional musi¢and
dancing, “ s1ttmg down to eat and drink
and rising up to play;” are only used
as a means to_secure the greatest amount
of good in bringing together the church
and the world, and removing those dis-
tinctions between them, for which there
is no longer any necessxty without a
difference.

¢ Awake thou that sleepest, and arise

from the dead and Christ shall give you .
Light is an armor of defense .

light.”
against the ranks -of darkness. “Let
us therefore cast off’ the works of dark-
ness and let us put on the armor of
light;” for, “what fellowship hath
hbht with darkness?” The one is ar-
rayed against the the other. A lasting
union or fellowship between the two
kingdoms is out of the question.

“ See how the morning sun,

Parsues his shining way,”

And chases darkness from the earth,

And scatters night away.”.

A twilight experience is soon changed
into the day of * perfect love,” or ends
in the darkness and night of .condemna-
tion. “ While ye have the light, walk
in the light, lest darkness eome upon
you. ‘And if the light that is in thee
become darkness, how great is that dark-
ness!” Men may put -darkness for
light, and suppose themselves to be m
the light when they are in the
 but if they are in the light thy

it. A man may dream that he is
awake, and about his business; but if
he is awake and attending to his busi-
ness he knows it. A person may claim
to love God while living in disobedi-
ence, but Jesus says, “If a man love
.me he will keep my words, and my
Father will love him, and we will come
unto him' and make' our abode with
him.” When this is really the case,
that person doesmot have to guess it is
50, or hope that he has obtained a hope,
but he knows it. ‘“The darkness is
t and the true light now shineth.”
This, then, is the message which we
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have heard of ham and  deglare unto

.. you, that God is light and in him is no

darkness at all. , “If we ‘walk in the
light, as he his is ‘insthe light, we have
fellowship one with another.” That is,
with him, and he with us,s for, “how
can two walk together except they be
agreed b

—————e 4
HEDDING ON SANCTIFICATION.

BY REV. M. N. DOWNING.

Ir divers places, efforts have been put
forth to make it"appear_ that Bishop -
Hedding was not Me in - hi
theory of entire san
following extract from_& sermon preach- .
ed by him before the New Jersey Con-
ference in 1847, and published by re-
quest of the Con ference, will show thxt
he- not only believed that the ‘entire
sanctifieation of the soul could be ob-
tained in this life, but that he also be-
lieved that it is distinet from, and sub-
sequent to, justification. He says:

“The difference between a justified

 soul ‘who is not fully sanctified, and one

fully.sanctified, I understand to be this:
The first (if he does not backslide) is

- kept from voluntarily committingknown

sin, which is commonly meant in the
New Testament . by commiiting sin.
But yet he finds in himself the remains
of inbred corruption, or original sin;
such as przde, anger, error, a feeling of
hatred to_ an enemy, a rejoicing at a

calamity which has fallen upon an ene- -

my, ete. Now in all this, the regener-
ate soul does ngt act voixintarﬂy, his
choice is against all. thgse ‘evils; God
’has given him a new heart which hates
all ‘these evils, and resists and over-
comes them. Thcugh the Christian
does not feel guilty for this depravity
as he would do if he had voluntarily
broken the law of God, yet he is often
grieved and afflicted, and reproved at
a sight of this sinfulpess of his nature..
Though the soul in this state enjoys
a degree of rehglon, yet it is-conscious
it is not what it ought to be, nor
what it must be to be fit for heaven.
“The second, or person fully sancti-
fied, is cleansed from all . inward invol-




HEAVEN AT LAST.-

untary sins. He may be tempted by

‘Satan, by men, or by his own bodily

uppetltes to commit sin, but his heart
is free from inward fires, which, bLefore

his full sanctification, were ready to fall

in with temptatlon and lead him info
transgression. He may be‘tempted to
be proud, to love the world, to be re-

vengeful or angry, or to rejoice at his en-

emy’s calamity,but he feels none of these
pollutions of his nature.
that, being emptied of sin, the perfect

Chnstlan is filled with the love of God ;.
even with perfect love, which casteth_

out fear »
” s
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mm AT LAST.

“Denique Ceelum.”—0ld Motto.

Angel-voices sweetly singing,

‘Echoes through the blue dome ringing,

News of wondrous gladness bringing ;
Ab, ’tis heaven at last!

Now, beneath us all the grieving,
All the wounded spirit’s heaving,
All the woe of hopes deceiving ;
. -Ah, ’tis heaven at last!

Bin for ever left behind us,
Earthly visions cease to blind us,
Fleshly fetters cease to bind us;

Ab, *tis heaven at last!

On the jasper threshold standing, -

Like a pilgrim safely landing,

See, the strange bright scene expanding
. Ak, ’tis heaven at last?! .

s

"W'hat a city] what a glory!

Far beyon.d the brightest story

Of the ages old’and hoary ;
“Ah, ’tis heaven af lastl

Softest voices, silver-pealing,
Freshest fragrance, spirit healing,
Ha.ppy hymns around us stealing

Ab, ’tis heaven at lastl

Gone the vanity and folly,
Gone the dark and melancholy,
Come the joyous and the holy ;
Al, ’tis heaven at last!

Not a broken blossom yonder,
Not a link can snap asunder,

Thus it is

T

. works.”

Stay’d the tempest, sheathed the thunder;
Ah, ’tis heaven at last!

t&ftaudrop ever falleth,
- Not a pleasure ever palleth,
- Song to song for ever calleth ;
2 Ah, ’tis heaven at last!

Christ himself the living splendour,
Christ the sunlight mild and tender;
Pnuses to the Lamb we render; 2

Ah, ’tis heaven at last 13

Now at length the veil is rended,

Now the pilgrimage is ended,

And the saints their thrones ascended ;
©° Ah,’tis heaven at last!

Broken death’s dread bands that bound us,

Life and victory around us;

Christ, the King;himself hath crown’d us ;
' A, ’tis heaven at last!

—————————
N EXTRAVAGANCE IN DRESS,

BY REV. R. V. LAWRENCE.

THE present extravagance of the
women of this country, in dress and
adornment, is, perhaps, beyond all
precedent. The most costly material,

- with the utmost conceivable superfluity

of ornaments, and a style that requires
the greatest possible number of yards,
is the demand for every article of fe-
male attire. This is true not only of
those without, but of the-female mem-
bers of the church save here and there
an fonorable exception. How women

—intelligent women—who profess to-
le"Christians, can indulge in such
extravagance in dress, is more than I
can understand. :

Is the Bible more emphatic in con-
demning lying or adultery than it is in

condemning a costly or ornate style

of dress? Hear the voice of God::
“Tn like manner also that women adorn
themselves in modest apparel, with

" shamefacedness and sobriety ; not with

broidered hair, or gold, or.pearls, or
costly array. But (which becometh
women professing godliness) with good
T S Toy T« Whose
adorning, - le¢ it not be that outward
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adorning of plating the hair, and wea
ing of gold, and putting on of apparel.’
i £ Pet;er iii, 3. How. can- any"
make the present style of femal

in the church square with these *n
passages of the word of God?
the present fashions be called “ mbédest
apparel?” I saw a woman passing
down Fourth street, Philadelphia, whose
dress was so extravaon.nt in volume,
color,'tinsel, and}number of adornments,
that men and women turned and looked
after her as she passed up the street.
Do modest women dress so as to attract
attention in -that way? Do modest
Christian women carry the present gig-
top bonnets with their almost innumer-
" able flowers, bits of tinsel, and stream-
ers of ribbons, onitheir heads to attract
the attention of the multitude?
“Costly array!” What do you
think of bonnets for women in the mid-
dle class in society costing from twenty
to sixty dollars, to say nothiug of the
one hundred or five hundred dollar
bonnets of the upper-tendom! Do you
believe it possible for a woman to wear,
with God’s approval, even in these days
of high-priced material, .so much as a
twenty dollar bonnet, when there are
so many suffering want at our very
door, and hundreds of millions are dy-
ing in foreign lands without the knowl-
edge of Jesus, just because money is
wanting to send the (mspel to them?

It was stated in to-day’s papers, that but

little money has thus far been collected
in New York and Brooklyn for the're-
lief of the starving thousands i the
South. What wonder, whena

bonnet must cost twenty to. s ﬁI—
lars, with every other article of

and furniture correspondingly expen-
sive? Who can give money when self
commences with embroidery and extra
stitching at the toes and thence lays on
the most elaborate adornment upon
every square inch to the crown of the
head, and a halfa-foot or so above it ?
Do you think that a sanctified soul can
“live under such bonnets as thousands of
Methodist women. now- put on their

heads? And what about taste ¢ There
is much said now about refinement and

taste, and it seems as though the taste

- corrupted taste. 7
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of the present age must modify the
word of God so as to approbate the
present style of dress. Have any of
the pretenders to faste consulted stand-
ard works on thissubject? What says -
Lord Kames, who, I presume; must be
admitted to be pretty good authority 2
He says (onpage 114, Elements of Criti-
cism) “ Profuse ornament in pa.mt.mg, ;
gardening, or architecture, as well as in
dress or in language, shows a mean or
“What, according to
this standard, becomes of the claims of
taste and refinement. of those who fol-
low the silly fashions sent us from
heartless, licentious P@ 2 DQQQ&_Qhe
women know
when ¢ unadarned most? v
Do not they know that no tinsel, or gau-
dy artificial flower, or flashing gem, can
add to the native beauty of a really
beautiful woman? And .do they. not
know thata plain face is,whensurrounded
and mounted by fine ﬂowers and other
adornments made down mzht ugly by
the contrast? Extravagance in. dress
and adornments makes plain features
very conspicuous. ~ Will not those who
would be Christian women, dress plain-
ly, modestly, and only so costly as the
wants of God’s cause will allow 2 'Will
you not, sisters, remember that the
money you have is borrowed—it is the
Lord’s—and that is it not fit to dress
extravagantly on borrowed money?
‘Will you not remember that “good
works” are -the most beautiful orna-
ments you can put on? And will you
not remember that “gig:top” bonnets,
with the rest of the senseless trappings
ﬁ-‘om Paris, will be sadly out of fashion
"q;at Great Day when Christ shall
receive his ready bride, and that those
who follow such fashions now, will hard-
ly be thought of the right quahty to go
in to the Marnage supper of the Lamb 2
The angels are to be masters of cere-
monies there, and * white robes” only
will be admitted.. Dress finely every
day, yet not in the Parisian, but in the
‘Heavenly style.

New Brunswick, N. J.

LS

THE more faith, the more humility,




. 'TO THE AFFLICTED.

~ 10 THE AFFLICTED.

BY REY. JAMES MATHEWS.

THE Lord Jesus Christ, a physwlan

of consummate skill, and long and suc- all,sgp

cessful experience in the treatment of
all and every malady that flesh is heir
to, offers to heal the afilicted of every
age, color or condition. He has been
practicing for ov{‘xelghteen hundred
years with wonderfel success, having
never lost a case enfrusted to him for
treatment. None need despair. He
cures blindness, deafness, dumbness,
lameness, palsyffever, consumption,
cancer, leprosv, and incredible as it
may appear “speaks life unto the
dead.” The poor receive special atten-
tion. They may call on the physician
at any hour, day or night, and be sure
of having their cases treated 1mmedlate-
ly, “without money and without price.’

He is skillful in the treatment of
- chronic difficulties, removing them root
and branch. He can take an old, hard
heart, that for years has resisted every
effort of man to move it, and in a mo-
ment melt, and make it new.

Those afflicted with that distressing
malady, paralysis. of the moral sensi-
bilities, can be relieved on application
here. Loss of memory too, is success-

fully treated. Many at the first inter-

view have been so helped as to remem-
ber articles in their possession belong-
ing to others, debts unpaid, wrongs to
be righted, and many other _things too
numerous tg . be mentioned. That dis-

‘tressing and t@rrlbly infectious disease, .

« 1tchmn ears,”is cured by this wondeg-
ful physmm.n. Special attention

to diseases of the mind, such as *

ing of ourselves more Ahigh'ly than fwe
ought to~ think;” “thinking we -are
- something when we are nothing;”
“thinking we are rich, and increased in
goods, and have need of nothing, when
we are wretched and miserable, and
poor, and blind and naked ;” “minding
high th'mgé :” “having respect to per-
sons ; , - ete., ete. A speedv and radieal
cure is promlsed if the prescriptions are
properly taken. All diseases of the
tongue are cured in asurprisingly short

)

g

‘the fruit.

'-txme”
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space of time, and in an admirable
manner, unknown to other physicians,

:no other than an -application fo
he Indeed this physician de-
s.that “out of the heart” proceed
eases of the tongue, he therefore
searches out, and removes the 7oots, and
thus eﬁ'ectua]ly and thoroughly destroys
O ye afflicted! ye who are
a burden to yourselves and others, come
at once, make known your wants,.and
find immediate relief.- If you do not
understand your case, the great need of
applying at once, this great physician
will tell you “all that ever you did,”
will touch the diseased spot, and if you .
consent to take the remedies he pre-
seribes, you shall-be healed.

Numerous testimonials may be found
in the Gospels. . The writer is acquaint-
ed with a great number of living wit-
nesses. to the power of this great physi-

> .cian in the healing of all manner of

sicknesses, and diseases. He himself
has been cured, and is happy to say
that Jesus is now his family physician.
In the writer’s case one dose of the Law
brought him to his knees, and then &
look to the Physician, and he was heal-
ed. As a rule the medicine when tak-
en, brings the patient to his knees, and
causes him to cry out—then comes the
balm.

For further information apply imme-
diately to “ The Throne of grace.” To
delay is death. “Now is the accepted
“.His blood can'make the foul-
eshclean

. ““Come then to this physician,
help he'll freely give ;
>makmes no hard condition,
*‘-"Tls only look and live.”

Or Farra.—Reliance is the essence
of faith, Christ is the object, the word
is the food, and obedience the proof:
so that the true faith is a depending up-
on Christ. for salvation in a way of obe-
dience, as he offers in the word.-

iThe true tears of repentance flow
from the eye of faith.

Though faith be necessary to our jus-
tification, good works are necessary to
our salvation.
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Gaitorint.

TREATMENT OF ENEMIgs‘f

Wetake it for granted that eve
of God will have his enemies.
have them if he is a child of God.
wereof the world,” the Master says, “ the
world would love his ‘own, but because ye
are not of the world, but.I have chosen
you out of the world, therefore, the world
hateth you.” He who is not hated cannot
belong to Christ. If we would reign with
him we must suffer with. him. “Yea, and
all that will live godly in ,Christ Jesus
shall suffer persecution.” He is in immi-

‘nent danger of whom everybody speaks
. well. “The woe of Christis upon him. No
gentleness of spirit—even though it should
ual that of the Master—no kindness of
manner—no purity of motive, can shield
you from the venom of malice and the
tongue of scandal.

Though you will have enemies you should
not feel enmity. BuUT I SAY UNTO YOU, LOVE
YOUR ENEMIES. Ourconduct towards them
must be such asis prompted by love. How
do we treat those we love? Do we not re-
turn their salutations, and greet them kind-
Iy when opportunity offers? Yet Christians,
professing to have a good deal of grace,
sometimes * refuse to exchange ordinary
civilities with thote who have injured
them. Such conduct is_not prompted by
the Spirit of Christ. What a different

témper did David exhibit towards Saul;

who, after he backslid from God, becime
his bitterest enemy. The most relemtless
persecutors—those from whom the @ ldren

¢ of God have most to fear—will

be found among those, who,qgh Sa,ﬁl, a‘ger _. 1

having had an experience of the saving
grace of God, have, in heart departed from
him. With his own hand, Ssul had at-
tempted to kill David. Then he sent out
his soldiers against him and hunted him
from place to place. To make sure of his
prey, he placed himself at the head of three
thousand chosen'mién and went out in search
of David. Without knowing it, he went
into a cave where David and his men were
concealed. It seems that David had prayed
-over the matter and obtained from the
Lord the promise of deliverance. His men

urged him to take the life of his enemy,
now sb completely in hispower. “Behold,”
they said, “the day of which the Lord said

. unto thee, Behold, I will deliver thine ene-

my into thine hand, that thou mayest do
to him as it shall seem good unto thee.”
What an artful appeal! They urge that
the opportunity is Providential, and one
that God had promised. But David would

not harm the King, nor suffer his men to

touch him. He simply cut off the skirt of -
his robe, and for this, was afterwards con-
science-smitten. Going forth from the cave,
he called after Saul, saying, My LORD, THE
KiNG. And when Sauliooked behind him,.
David stooped, with higt e to the earth,
and bowed himself. AJ;ﬂ David said to
Saul, whereforeThearest thou men’s words,
saying, behold David seeketh thy hurt?
Behold, this day thine eyes have seen how
that the Lord had delivered thee to-day in-
to mine hand in the cave; and some bade
me kill thee; but mine eye spared thee;
and I said I will not put forth mine hand
against my Lord; for he is the Lord’s
anointed.” - 1 Sam. XXIV.

This spirit of forbearance should char-
acterize every follower of Jesus. A provi-
idential opportunity to injure them is a
providential opportunity to do them good.
THEREFORE, IF THINE ENEMY HUNGER,
FEED HIM ; IF HE THIRST, GIVE HIM DRINK ;
FOR IN 80 DOING, THOU SHALT HEAP COALS
OF FIRE ON HIS HEAD. :

- GOD’S CONVERTS.
There i8 nocause so absurd but that it

may gain adherents. A lve church will
‘have conversions; but adﬂltmns by no
ns prove that achurchisholy. Every-
ig ‘depends upon the character of the’
verts ; not what they were before, but
wlmt they were after their conversion.—
The old Pharisees were extremely zealous;
they compassed sea and land to make one
proselyte ; but he was no better, but rather
the worse, for his conversion. Is'it not so
with many converts at the present time ?
Is there, as far.as human observation ex-
tends, any reformation. Is not their piety,
so called, in reality bigotry ? Do they cease

‘loving the world? In a new country, the

first thing te be done to clear off the for-
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ests is to cut down the trees. After they
have laid sufficiently long, if fire is applied
atthe nght period, much of the labor in
clearing - off the land is obviated. But a
poor burn is worse than nothing. The
kindling wood,—the leaves, and smaller
twigs are consumed, while the large brush
remains to be removed piece by piece. So
a superficial revival burns over the ground
and renders it almost impossible to promote
a thorough work of grace. The conscious-
ness of guilt, and the apprehension of the
wrath to come, which irreligious persons
generally feel, render them accessible to
the arrows of dwme trath. But a profes-

sion of religion—no matter how poor ths,
fi

kind, or how poorly sustained—operate!

ag an armor through which the sword of,the
Spirit with difficulty penetrates. For con-
versions to be a blessing, and not a curse,
the church must be in a state of salvation.
The Bible standard of religion must be
held up in the testimony, and in the lives
of professing Christians. If they are proud
and covetous—if the .women are fond of
fashion and display, adorning themselves in
gold, -and pearls, and costly array—if the

men love the world and are bent on making-

money, as will always be thecase when ex-
travagance is to be maintained—then the
converts will partake of the same general
character. Some months since, we saw at
the altar, a young lady seeking pardon.

She seemed deeply in earnest and professed
2 willingness to “ come out fromthe world,

and be separate.” She wastaken to anoth-
er altar where the Bible requirements con-
cerning - dress were not insisted on. She
put on exira, jmlry after going to that altar.
She was ta.ught ‘o believe in Jesus, pro-
fessed faith in "Hlm, and went.away to legd
as vain and fashionable a life as before:  But
conviction was silenced, and the heart was
hardened.

.“Cursed be he that doeth the work of
God deceitfully.” Do not suffer souls un-
der your influence, to be deceived if youn
can help it. Let thém~know what it is to
be a Christain. Tell: them plainly and
kindly what are the fruits of the true
Christain character. Let the Bible stand-
ard of religion be held up so plainly that
there can be no doubt as to what is meant

by becoming religious. Every person en-
gageﬁm promoting the salvation of souls
every follower of Jesus is engaged in
tliﬁwdxi—ehould have, in their experience,
the f)rayer of the psalmist answered ; and
the result which he mentions will be sure
to follow. Create in me a clean heart, O,
God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Restore unto me the joy of thy salation ;
and uphold me with thy free Spirit. THEN
will I teach transgressors thy ways and sin-
ners shall be converted to thee.
csin ium .~ THE UNCTION.
You need it}

ion. A farmer planted his

eld with corn ; the ground was in excel-
lent condition ; the weather all that could
be desired ; the seed was sound, and of the
first quality; to all appearance ; but it did
not come up. - He waited, and waited, but
no yonng blades of corn made their appear-
ance. Thecrop wasan utter failure. What
was the matter? The seed had been, the
previous winter, exposed to the cold so
long that the frost had destroyed the ger-
minating principle. The warm sun, the
genial shower, the fertile soil, failed io
restore the vitality that had been Iost.
Thus it is with a great many testimonies:
exhortations and sermons. They are or-
thodox in doctrine—the kernel is sound—
they are full of truth—contain a certain
mount of nutriment—but wifalilyis want-
%ﬂ They are absolutely good for nothing

aig, genyerts, dixguwould impart

For the anointing of the Spirit,
tyﬁe-u, and can be, no substitute. No
‘ameount of t¥ath, however plain and point-
ed; no eloquence of style or vehemence of
manner, can supply the lack of the Spirit
in those who labor for the salvation of souls.
To succeed in saving men, you must have
the anointing that abideth. Then why
will you not meet the conditions of success ?
‘Wherefore do you spend your strength for
naught? The same activity you now exhib-
it would give you many “stars in the
crown of your rejoicing” if you would
only seek, and obt 'aid of the Holy
Spirit. %

If “every one that asketh, recewetb,"
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then are you not guilty if you preach a
‘gingle germon, or deliver a single exh
tion, without the Spirit? But %“
not ask that you may consume it

Iusts. Unless your consecration to d 3
-entire—more ‘complete than is geggrally
made—jyou will be receiving honor fo\r your
success. And no person can at the same
time “believe” for the Holy Ghost and re-
eeive honor from his fellow-man, Then
make haste and give yourself anew to God.
Let Him have you to use you for his glory
Keep the judgment in view;
Aapmmw&mw
<omes from God alone.

L e ca——

THE PAST YEAR.

Upon the page of history, the year 1865
will figure as one of the most eventful in
the annals of our country. The greatfest
civil war of ancient or modern times has
been- bronght to a favorable termination.
The suceess of republican institutions has
been fully established, and Slavery, the great
stain upon our National honor, has been
washed out in rivers of blood. The adopt-
tion of the Constitutional Amendment pro-
hibiting Slavery wherever the jurisdiction
of the United States is extended, renders
it certam that in this country, at least,
Slavery is dead beyond the possibility of a
resurrection. Let us thank God and take
courage ! The first time we ever spoke in
public, we-made an anti-slavery speech
and brick-bats and rotten eggs were
argumenis wewo.meet i those
Now, that vile.insti 6
every principle of humanity and
closed the South against \‘.he Gospel in
purity, muzzled the pulpxts‘;nf the No;
and demoralized the whole la.pd,lm.s fallen
80 ingloriously, that none can be found to
do it reverence. We could have wished,
for the honor of our common Christianity,
.that the Churches, as such, had taken a
more distinct and positive part in its over-
throw ; we are sorry that the great eccle-
siastical organizations of the land held on
to it until its fate was determined by- the
power of the sword. Fof such churches
1o boast of their purity in-being free from

. slave-holding, puts common impudence to
the blush. Itisas if a manshould vaunt

is

_at all times,”
h,” continually be in my moui:’h
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of his honesty in paying his obligations
after judgment’ had been rendered against
him, and an execution Ievied upon his
property. For the overthrow .of Slavery,
the glory belongs to God alone! The gov-
ernment did not consent to its destruction
until compelled to do so by the Providence
of God. The chariot wheels of war drove
heavily until-all efforts ceased to prevent
tke crushing of Slavery by their progress.
‘We thank God that hnman bondage isabol-
ished. A great mission field has been
opened at the South, which we trust, earn-
est Christians, carryin e Gospel in its
purity, will not' be’ sl wenter

IS ,._.....__,....,.v—-V 0

OLD- THINGS AND NEW THINGS.

“Behold, the former thmgs are comefo
pass and new things do I declare; before
theyspring forth, I will tell you of them.” :
Isa. 2:9. Beloved, why not talk-of présent
things, present faith in Jesus, present light,
present hope, present- salvation from sin,
present triumph in God over the world, the
flesh and the devil. Why not speak of
new manifestations of God’s grace, love
and glory ?

The holy prophets and apostles in de-
claring what great things the Lord had
done for them. used the present indicative,
“Rejoice in the Lord, O, ye righteous.—
When ; Now? Yes, now. “Come and
hear,all ye that fear God, and I will declare
‘what he Hﬁ&h done for my soul. That is,
for mercies past, and mercies present.—

g.- “Make a joyful noise to the Lord all ye

Iands.” When; now? Yes, now, hence-
forth and forever =T wﬂl‘*bless the Lord
saith David ; 2115 praise shall

Lord of hosts, my por:
Tll;ghlm I will re;mcey po bannet
- Tho’ waves and storms,my path surround,
I hear my Savmur 8 voice.”

The experience of the early disciples
was powerful, life-giving. Wherefore ?¥—
It was a present experience, what the Lord
was doing for them now. Paul was so in-
tensely absorbed in the present dealings of
God with his soul, he in a measure lost
sight of the past, and “ pressed toward the
mark for the prize of the high calling of
_ God in Christ Jesus.” Phil. 3:14,
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EDITORIAL,

If you “follow on to know the Lord,’
walk in thelight as he isin the light; imita

. Jesus in going about doing good ; come ou

from the world; be .separate; touch nof
ance of evil ; present your body a livin
gacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, whic]

you will have something new to relate o]
God’s goodness and loving kindnesses:
Something of what he is doing now ; “gl
rions! That kindles the soul into a hol;
flame; new fires will burst forth spon:
neously.

Every faithful sq;dijé'r of .the Cross, every

‘true disciple of tﬁe’Zorﬁ Jesus, fighting

manfully the batﬂes of the Lord, doing
justice, loving -mercy,"walking humbly in-
the fear of God, performing his whols duty,
denying himself, abstaining from all un-
godliness and worldly lusts, will be able to

" recount new victories, holy triumphs, fresh

baptisms, daily. It’s the-diligent soul that
is made fat. Whose peace is it that flows
like a river? It is his whose mind is staid
on God ; the true, the. faithful, the life-giv-
ing, the God-fearing, the soul-saving.

It is his who “ walks worthy of the
Lord unto . all pleasing, being faithful in
every good work, and increasing ‘in the

knowledge of God.” This going overand
over the same old, thread bare experience,

is almost a sure indication of a lack of holy
zeal and self-denial. §These stale, moth-
eaten testimonies, so frequently ngen in
our social meetings, are “death inthe pot ; 2
they eat as doth a canker! They are the
special, deadening, paralyzing influences in
meetings for nference and testimer

The factis, vexxgnny of God’s pro!
peoplelive far bena.th their privileges, con-
form to the world, neglect positive duty,
bow to popular opinion, have a sickly
charity !

Beloved, is this you? How can you
even hope for God to meef you and open
your heart and lips wide to his praise in the
assembly of his saints? “Them that hon-
orme I will honor, and them that despise
me shall be lightly esteemed.” Goforward,
take the whole armor of God, bear the
Cross, do your whole duty, face the enemy,
shrink not, dare o be singular, * Be strong

in the Lord, and in the power of his might.”
Be diligent in~business, fervent in spirit.”
Eyﬁt«mem! and God’s word for it, you .

like unto a man that is an house-
hoﬁar who bringeth forth out of his-treas-
ure, ﬂn_ngs new and old.” When yon meet

~ with God’s chosen, your heart will be

overflowing, your tongue as the pen of a
ready-writer, your mouth will be opened .
wide in testimony of God’s glory. Try if,
brother ; try it, sister. Keep back no part
of the price; go forward.
“ Standing still is dangerogs ever,
Toil is meant for Christians now;
Let there be, when evening cometh
Honest sweat upon thy brow; -
And the Master shall come, smiling,
When work stops, at set of sun ;
Saying, as he pays thywages,
Good and faithful man, well done.”

REVIVALS. -

IN EINYONVILLE, Orleans Co., N. Y. &
zealous revival has heen going on since the
General Quarterly Meeting which was held
there the fore part of December., We un-
derstand that so far, some forty have been
converted, and the interest is still unabated.

BrorEER WinLiAM RILEY writes us
that at one appointment on the Raisinville
circuit, Mich., about fifty precious souls
have found peace in believing. To God be
all theglory!

AT PARMA, -UTICA, SARATOGA Smmse

other plaees, there ‘is, we are‘glad to
le an unusual degree of interest.—
So [S'are gétting saved. Brethren, look to
God labor for a thorough revivalall
- ovér the land. Time is flying, eternity is
1t ) ; sin is abounding—souls are per-
ng calls for the most com-
plete ea.mestnes' n the part of every friend
of Jesus. Put the plow in deep. BREAK
‘UP THE FOLLOW GROUND—SOW IN TEARS
AND YOU SHALL REAP IN JOY.

Rev. C. H. LovesoyY, LEBANON, ILL.,
writes us: Everything looks hopeful as to
the future. God is with us. The work of
holiness goes on in the c'imrch and sin- .
ners are inquiring the way of life. Meet-
ings crowded, signs of abundance of rain,
Glory to God ; Tam drmkmg, yesdrinking,
and my soul overflows with love to God
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_and man. I see more clearly than ever the
JSullness there is in Jesus. It washes.yes,
it washes me this moment. I,_feqlihts
cleansing,—its all cleansmlr powet. @;ny
to God. ‘ 5 55

TO OUR FRIENDS.

We cannot get along without your help
Our subscription list has steadily increased
from year to year, through your kind ef-
forts, and the blessing of God; but for the
sake of the cause we advocate, the EARN-
EST CHRISTIAN -ought - to have a much
wider circulation. Give,the uncomprom-
ising Gospel we advocate a hearing. Let
the truoths with which each number is
freighted, be placed before as many readers
" as possible. We are daily receiving testi-

monies from those who have been blessed
and saved through their influence. Our
heavy expenses also demand that we should
have an increase of subscribers. Let the
effort be made.
another denomination, writeg, * I wish the
next volume might have 10,000 subscribers.

Why do not all the saints take hold and put

it at that figure? Lord help!”? We know

that the Lord would help in sucha work as
" this. Will you not take hold of this mat-

ter with earnestness? We want our list
-doubled. ' Shall it be done ?

Ovur ENGRAVING—We give this month’

a fine steel plate engraving of our beloved

fellow-laborer. We trustfit will dos

readers good tolook -upon the coun ce
of this uncompromising champxo«of the.

truth, whose labors and sacrifice . the,

cause of God and humanity for m i

"have endeared him mﬂy ) all wh

how to appreciate &

and earnest man.

Y YOUTHFUL PIETY.

Levi PATTEN was snatched away by the
mysterious providence of God, at the early
age of eighteen years. In thetown of Cen-

: terwlle,AllegagyCo N. Y., Oct. 2nd, 1865
he passed tnnmphantly from earth to hea-
ven. - We knew him first as a wild and
‘wicked boy; eager in the pursuit of world-

1y pleasure. The sport and the dance were

“and comfort bn.t fou

“A beloved preacher of

THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN AID GOLDEN RULE.

‘his deiight If the world can afford joy, it

fwas his. When we reached the Rushford
charge, last fall, we found him there, s
ehanged boy : “ old t}ungs had passed away,
and behold all things had become new.”
By a train of circumstantes, which we re-
E:—d as providential, he had come, against
own inclinations, early in the summer
f 1864, to reside in Rushford, in the devo-
family of Bro. M. Levi had often, be-

t)re this, felt deep conviction for sin; but -

ow he lived where the fire burned, and
he was constantly in trouble. He went, re-
peatedly among fo ists for sympathy
none, His former
prejudices beganto way, and he said
“ This is God's people. !”1 About this time, -
he attended a quarterly ‘meeting, held at
Rushford. At the opening of the Sabbath
evening services an opportunity wasigiven
for any who desired religion, to-manifest it.
He permitted it to pass unimproved, but-
was so convicted about it, that he immedi-

.ately resolved never to do so again. Why!
- thought he, cannot I stand on my feet to

save my soul ?

To his surprise the invitation was repeat-
ed near the close of the meeting ; but he
kept his promise and roseup. Beingurged
& little he came to the altar. The brethren
andsisters gathered around and began earn-
estly to plead for his salvation. “There,”
said the tempter, “all you came here for
was to see what big prayers they wonld
get out over you!” This temptation, not-
withstanding its falsity and absurdity, was
well-nigh ruinous.. He ufterly refused to

and resolved to give it all up. As the
%g closed he went gnvately out of

house and lnd 'behmd the church,
asinmed to be séen by any one, but
ﬁéned to come out of his retreat to
dnve home the team of which he had
charge. At family prayer that evening, he
was prevailed upon to pray. Nosooner did
he begin, than he was lost to every other
consideration, save his-soul’s salvation. He
ceased not to ory unto the Lord, until he
was most powerfully converted. He was.
too happy to be restrained, and went imme-
diately to the house of a Christian brother,
and waked him, saying, “ Get up and help
me praise the Lord ; I've got religion!” A
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young man from his own wneighborhaod,

living at the time with Bro. W., was also

clearly converted a few days subsequently..
They now returned home completely over-

joyed. The people did not know what to
think of them; but at first supposed it to
be but a temporary excitement. By the
consent of his mother, Levi set up the fam-
ily altar. He invited the workmen fo at-
tend, but ¢hey scoffed and jeered ; he return-.
ed to the house and begun, they followed ;
when he arose from prayer the family were
nearly all bathed in tears. He warned, ex-
horted, plead withithem ; it was not in vain.

¥ Levi lay apparently
‘dead, under the power of God, the brother
king he was really dead, cried out, “O,
were only here to pray for me; well, I
wﬂtmeet him in heaven!”

The Lord led him out to labor for the
people, and, in connection with his young
friend, and those added to them, he went
on. The Spirit was with them, and the
people were troubled. One night while Levi
was talking, one fell down and began to ery
for mercy ; soon fourteen were seeking par-
don. Many were reclaimed and converted,

while almost every one was deeply convict-
®d. The work was for the most part sccom-
plished without ministerial aid. Soon after
his conversion, Levi felt deeply nnprepse(_l
that it was his duty to labor for gsouls, and

supposed that the Lord was calling him to
the work of the ministry.. The struggle f=

was severe, but he was victorious. Ha

did preach povy'grfnlly, sucoesqful]g- ;: "

bt nswho live for ywﬁ.

lotha.n ATy

under 5 licege from the A.ln:ughty’. o

He was extremely jealous of any en-
croachments upon our Discipline, and
watched the converts with a diligence that
would have been commendable in an expe-
vienced pastor. He procured Disciplines
for them to read, urged them all to take the
“ Earnest Christian,” even loaning them
money from his own scanty earnings,

His consecration was entire, his faith nn-
wavering, his zeal ardent and consant, He -
had a very teachable spirit, &ud thanked us

heartly whenever we corrected one of his
aglts, and never gave us occasion to spesk
igBame thing again. He grewin grace
nd exhibited a maturity of expe-
[ar beyond his years; and the length
Christian life. We understand it
“the time was short. He was ripen-
ing fo; glory. From the commencement of
his sickness he said he should not. get well.
He was delivious much of the time, but
always triuinphant when sane. When he
knew he was dying, he shouted, Amen|
Amen 1 have got the viciory ! Hallelujah 1
Thus lived and died Levi PATTEN, a
good boy and a real Christian. His life was
short bui not in van.
“Q, may we triumph so,
‘When all our warfare's past;

And, dying, find our latest foe
Under our feet at last!”

FJEWELL.

DYING TESTIMONY.

Jmmmm M. MACOMBER experienced Te-
ligion in early youth. Her diffidence for
several years retarded her progress in the
divinelife. When about thirty-five years
of age, God’s work was received in her
heart. Soon after this, at & Camp Meeting
near Salina, under the labors of brethren
and sisters of the Third Church in Syra-
cuse, she received a clear witness of en-
tire sanctification. From that time, the
power of God rested upon her in a wonder-
ful manner. Her prayers and exhortations

A full, free, and present salvation
her constant theme. Death came sud-
ly-but ahewas not alarmed. He wasa
1 She conversed with every
her family, obtaining from escch

neet her in heaven. She

ower, the claims of God
npon the neighbors who visited her. Feel-
ing her work on earth was done, she
nf‘f:ﬁ eye to that glorious Redeemer
who had washed her in his blood and ex-
cla.imed “0, what a great Saviour!”

“ When my feet touch the other shore, the
first exclamation will be‘ ed! Saved ”
and the “other shore” was guned There

“may her surviving friends rejoice with her
ie??ixm g!f:ehi.\ed Sept. 8th, 1865, in the
year
o D W THURSTON.

? attended by an unction that made all

»
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Mlss ErnLEN A. CARPENTER Wwas con-
verted to God ata General Quarterl
ing, held at West Greece, in M
Asa Christain, she was faithful
and as long as health permit
constant attendant on all th® m
grace.  She exemplified, very stri
the patience and gentleness of Jesusiin all
her sufferings. As she wasted away by
disease, her mind became exercised on the
subject of entire holiness.. She sought
earnestly for it, and by faith in Jesus, clear-
" ly obtained the blessing sometime before
- her dea On the day of her death, some
friends camein fo see her. ‘She requested

~them to sing, and selected for them, the.

hymn beginning—

“ Jesus, thy blood and nghteousness

- My beauty are, my glonous dress ;

"Midst flaming worlds, in these array’'d,

‘With j oy sha.ll I1ift up my head.”

She said, “let music be the last sound
on earth and first in heaven.” -And shortly
after, on the 7th of October, 1865, her re-
deemed and washed spirit took its ﬂxyht to
the realms of bliss. G. W. HUMPHREY.

THE LOVE FEAST.

SArAm A. WBIP!‘LE.—I am all the
Lord’s, and Jesus. swq&ly saves me just
now. O, that all might feel the power of
the blood that cleanseth from all sin! Glo-
rybe to Jesus who died on the Cross, to
purchase our great Salvation. O, wh

. fullness I see in Jesus! I want to b
down very low at the feet of my a
Saviour. He is Ieadmg me out of
.the depths of humble lose. 3
up His residence in m;
the Father with Himl

- Lamb for ever!

Jorx C. ReED.—I thank my heavenly
Father, that for sometime past, he has given
me such answers to prayer as have, I hope,
forever putan end to my doubts as to the
great value o£ prayer. I am told in my
* Bible “to 18y aside every weight, and the
sin which do so easily beset me,” and for
grace to do this I am daily seeking, and
1 have had much canse for gratitude,- for

that I have recelved according to my faith. -

- Inore co;
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JAMES Wmun -—For exght years; I
was a miserable Slave to Tobacco. Many

.times during that period, I tried to quit its /4

use; and a8 many times niade a complete

failure. ' Lhad contracted such a strong ap-

petite for it, that in my own strength, I
found it impossible to give it up. In May,
18683, while I was earnestly seeking sancti-
fication, I felt that tobacco was the first
thing that I had to give up. Bat, O, how
was it to be done? I knew that to put-it
away in mYy own strength was utterly im-
possible ; yet, I felt that the time had come
when I must forev with it, “the
dearest idol T have &

as dear as a “Tight

lost.

«if he would destroy

had so wickedly cultivated for toba

should never enter my mouth again.

be to His name. He did destroy it! Yes~

it was so completely destroyed, there and

then, in an instant, that I have never want-

ed it since! I want the world to know it.
Oh, the unlimited power of Jesus, to

“ save His people from sin !” Surely, #He -

saves to the uttermost.” 3

A. T. HoLripAY.—Glory to Jesus! Tam
wholly the Lord’s. I feel Hislove glorions-
ly shed abroad in my heart. The past year
has been one of severe conflict, yet the
Lord has brought me off conqueror.. He
has lanted two of my children into a
ial clime, the other side of the

river. They haye. gone to Him. who said,

¢ “Suffer little children to come unto me,

and forbid them not, for of such is the

heamxg them sing with angel voices.
ErzaseTE Fox—To day, Iam happy in
Jesus. I feel the sacred flame of God’s .
love burning in the deep récesses of my
soul. Sinand bitterness is being consumed.
Iam coming out of self, and sinking into _
Jesus. Iam crucified to the world and the
vworld to-me. I am, as it were; lost to all
but God. Praise the Lord ‘for a PRESENT

FREE and FULL salvation!
2 3/ U




