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THEEK is a great deal of controversy 
about THE Church. Different religious 
organizations assert with warmth, and 
defend with zeal and ability, their re
spective claims of constituting exclu
sively the body of Christ. One bases 
its pretensions upon its antiquity; an
other upon the unbroken succession of 
its ministry in lineal descent from the 
apostles; and others upon the promi
nence they give to important truths of 
the Bible. Those within the pale of 
the true Church are supposed to be 
comparatively safe ; all that are with
out, are either left to perish, or allowed 
to hope in the uncovenanted mercies of 
God. Which is the true church ? The 
question is one of importance. It has 
a bearing upon the eternal destiny of 
souls, and therefore should be investi
gated ill the light of the Scriptures in 
fairness and candor. Let us examine, 

1. THE FOtTNDATION UPON WHICH THE 
CHDBCH IS BUILT. Unto Simon Bar-
jona, Jesus said, Thou art Peter, and 
upon this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. Matt, xvi., 18. Does Je
sus say, in these words, that Peter is 
the rock upon which he wiU build his 
church 1 By many this is taken for 
granted. Roman Catholic writers lay 
great stress upon this declaration. They 
assert, as a maxim, ubi Petros ibi ec-
clesia, " Where Peter is, there is the 
church." But does the Lord say so? 
Look at his words. •" And I say imto 

thee, that thou art Peter," in the original 
<ni el Hirpo^, KOI hil ravTi] T^ Trerpo 
olKodofir)<rb) fiov TTjv eKKXrjcriav. Two 
important words in this sentence are 
IleTpof—Peter, and Trerpa—petra—the 
one the name of Peter—the other the 
foundation of the church. Are these 
words the same ? If they are it is rea
sonable to suppose that they refer to the 
same individual. But they are not the 
same. Uerpog is a Greek word of the 
masculine gender, second declension, 
and means apiece of rock, a stone. It 
was of such a size that it could be han
dled or thrown. In Homer the warriors 
are represented as hurling a nerpov or 
" stone" at each other. 

""With ftiU vigor tlirown. 
At Sthenelaua flew the weighty stone 
Wiich. sunt Mm to the dead." 
" Petrodus lights, impatient for the fight; 
A spear his left, a stone employe his right, 
With aU his nerv&he drives it at the foe; 
Pointed above, and rough and gross below." 
ndvTa KlvTjam "niprov, " to move every 
stone" was a proverbial saying among 
the Greeks. 

On the other hand nirpa—petra, is a 
feminine noun of the first declension, and 
means a rock, cliff, or ledge—a mass of 
live rock. It is the solid frame work 
of the earth upon which houses are 
built as on a secure foundation. In 
Matt, vi.,24 our Savioiir says- " the 
wise man built his house upon a rock," 
in the original, irerpa and not Trlrpof. 
The body of our Lord was laid in a 
sepulchre hewn out of a rock—nsrpa. 
This word denotes the quarry out of 
which the stones bi TTsrpol, hoi petroi, 
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were taken. The meaning then of this 
greatly disputed passage is evident. 
We understand the Saviour as saying, 
" Thou art Peter"—a movable stone— 
today confessing my Divinity, and to
morrow denying me—"and upon THIS 
SOCK"—this cliff that bears unmoved 
the ocean's fury—the Son of the living 
God—myself—" will 1 build my church, 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it." This application of the 
word TTerpa—rock—to Clirist is con
firmed by the express declaration of 
the apostle, I Cor. x. 4, " For they 
drank of that spiritjial Rock which fol
lowed them and that R6ck—•ne~pa— 
was Christ. But that there may not 
be a shadow of a doubt, St. Peter 
himself applies this very word to the 
Saviour.- "Wherefore also it is con
tained in the Scripture, Behold, I lay 
in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, pre
cious : and he that believeth on him 
shall not be confounded. Unto you, 
therefore, which believe, he is prec
ious ; but unto them which be dis
obedient, the stone which the builders 
disallowed, the same is become the 
head of the corner, and a stone of 
stumbling, and a rock (Tre-pa) of of
fence." I. Peter, ii., &-%. Christ then 
is the chief corner-stone. Upon Him 
rests the edifice. The apostles are call-' 
ed the foundation only in a subordinate 
sense. Paul himself in figurative lan
guage says of Christians that they " are 
built upon the foundation of the apos
tles and the prophets, Jesus Christ him' 
self being the chief corner-stone." Eph. 
ii. 20. " Other fouodation can no man 
lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ." I. Cor. iii. 11. - Upon Christ, 
then, the true church is built. He 
gives form, solidity and harmony to the 
edifice. Take him away and you have 
a mass of ruins left, imposing in their 
solemn grandeur, yet no longer the hab
itation of God through the Spirit, but 
fuU of dead men's bones and all un-
cleanness. St. Peter was a zealous 
man, but it will not do to rest our hopes 
on him, much less on his self styled 
successors; St. Paul was a self-denying, 
indefatigable worker for the spread of 
Grospel truth, but we may never, as 

he himself assures us, build on h^m as 
though he were crucified for us ; St. 
John was a loving disciple, but he did 
not die for our sins. Upon Christ 
and Christ alone, the Church of God 
is founded. The holiest, and most 
successful preachers that ever lived, 
were at the best, as Paul says of him
self and Apollos, only ministers by whom 
others believed, even as the Lord^ave to 
every man. 

It is true that Jesus said to Peter, 
"And I will give unto thee the key s of the 
Kingdom of Heaven; and whatsoever 
thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven and whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on earth shall be loosed in hea
ven." Matt, xvi., 18. But he also gave 
this authority to all the disciples; say
ing unto all the apostles " Whatsoever 
ye shall bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven." Matt, xviii., 18. By giv
ing him the keys Jesus gave him power 
to declare authoritatively the conditions 
of salvation. " When the Jews made 
a man a doctor of the Law, they put 
into his hand the key of the closet in 
the temple where the sacred books 
were kept, and also tablets to write 
upon; signifying by this that they gave 
him authority to teach and to explain 
the Scriptures to the people." " To 
bind" and " to loose" were expressions 
well understood among the Jews as 
equivalent to the words " to prohibit 
and to allow." The apostles were 
promised such a degree of the Spirit 
that they should be able to declare with 
authority the will of God. They were 
brethren; and we nowhere find that one 
claimed or exercised any special superi
ority over the rest. Upon Christ alone 
then—apon his atonement, his doctrines, 
and His Spirit is the church founded. 

II. O F WHOM THE CBUKCH IS COM
POSED. The word translated " church" 
is, in the original, EKKXrfaia, ekkleesia, 
from. enKaXiu, to call out, to summon 
forth. The word occurs frequently in 
the New Testament, and in every place 
where it is found it is translated church 
except in the 19th chapter of Acts, 
where it is three times translated " as
sembly." It is often called the "church 
of God"—once the "church of Christ." 
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1. The ministers do not constitute the 
church. In Acts xv. 22, we read that 
f it pleased the apostles and elders with 
the whole church." Then the apostles 
and elders were not the whole church. 
In Rev. i. 20, Jesus says " The seven 
stars are the angels ' or ministers' of the 
seven churches; and the seven candle
sticks are the seven churches." The 
preachers, then, whether called apostles, 
bishops or elders are not the church. 
They should be a part of it, but they 
are not the church itself. Their voice 
is not the voice of the church. It 

•'may coincide wit;h it, and it may not. 
If there were ever ministers who might, 
with any show of propriety assume to 
act for the church, it was the apostles ; 
and if there ever was a period when 
such assumption of authority would be 
appropriate, it would be whenJChristian-
ity was being planted, and old prejudi
ces were strong, and there were no 
prior examples for instruction. But 
when a question of practical godliness 
comes up in the primitive church— 
whether the gentile converts should be 
required to be circumcised or not, THE 
WHOLE CHtTRCH was Consulted and their 
decision was regarded as a settlement 
of the matter. " Judas and SUas, chief 
men among the brethren," were chosen 
to accompany the apostles and announce 
the decision; which they did, "and 
then exhorted the brethren with many 
words and confirmed them." Does 
this countenance the ministerial pre
tensions so common in our day ? 
Could it be proved that the church is 
infallible, it does not follow that the 
Pope is infallible, for neither pope, nor 
cardinals, nor bishops, nor conferences of 
preachers are the church, and their de
cree, is not therefore the decree of the 
church. They are simply the servants 
of the church, useftd whUe they keep 
their place, but worse than useless when, 
in their pride and arrogance, they lord 
it over God's heritage. 

2. The true church is composed of 
those who, through faith in Christ, are 
saved from sin. Its members belong to 
Christ. They are his people. But his 
people are saved from their sins. Matt. 
i . 21. If Jesus does not save au assem

bly or people from their sins, then it is 
not his church. It is a pretender. It 
does not belong to higi. The true 
church is holy; not in name merely, 
but in reality. Christ loved the church, 
and gave himself for ii ; that he might 
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of 
water by the tvord,that he mightprisent it 
to himself a glorious church, not having 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing; hut 
that it should be holy and without blem^ 
ish. Eph. V. 25-27. This is a picture 
of the true church drawn by the pen 
of inspiration. It is sanctified and 
cleansed. No spots of sin defile it. 
They have all been washed away. No 
wrinkles upon its fair brow indicate 
that the fi-eshness of early experience 
has gone, and spiritual declension has 
commenced. " She looketh forth as the 
morning, fair as the moon, [clear as the 
sun, and terrible as an army with ban
ners." Such is the general description 
of the church given in the word of God. 

So in addressing particular churches, 
the apostles speak of them in the same 
way, as being composed of those who 
are saved from sin. The epistle to the 
Romans Paul inscribes " To all that 
be in Rome, beloved of God CALLED 
SAINTS." Rom. i. 7. The words " to 
be" in our translation have no business 
there whatever. Neither they nor their 
equivalent are found in the original. 
Every one to whom the Gospel is 
preached is called to be a saint. Titus 
ii. 11, 12. But the believers at Rome 
were called saints because they were 
truly such, and " their faith was spoken 
of throughout the whole world.',' The 
first epistle to the Corinthians is ad
dressed, "Unto the Church of God 
which is at Corinth, to them which are 
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints." 
The words to be are again unwarrant
ably supplied by the translators. W e 
have here (1.) The Church of God. (2.) 
Paul's description of those of whom it 
is composed. These are not those who 
hear the truth preached and who re
ceive the ordinances—but those who 
ARE SANCTIFIED in Christ Jesus—not 
who expect to be when they die. These 
lead such holy lives;—are so unlike 
the world (hat they are CALLED SAISIS. 
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In the second epistle to the Corinthians 
Paul and Timothy address " the Church 
of God which is at Corinth, with ALL 
THE SAINTS which are in all Achaja." 
The epistle to the Ephesians commences 
" Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by 
the will of God, TO THE SAINTS which 
are at Ephesus and TO THE FAITHFUL in 
Christ Jesus." To the Philippians the 
opening salutation is, " Paul and Tim-
otheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, TO 
Aix THE SAINTS in ChHst Jesus which 
are at Philippi, with the bishops and 
deacons." So the next epistle is ad
dressed " T O THE SAINTS >and faithful 
brethren in Christ, which are at Colosse." 
Peter inscribes his first epistle to the 
" Strangers scattered abroad, elect ac
cording to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father, THROUGH SANCTIFICATION OF THE 

SPIRIT AND BELIEF OF THE TRUTH." And 
his second epistle is addressed " to them 
that have obtained like precious faith 
with us through the righteousness of 
God and our Saviour, Jesus Christ." 

. Why were the churches, as such, com
monly addressed as SAINTS, or those 
WHO ABE SANCTIFIED, if they did not 
generally sustain this character 1 Indi
vidual exceptions there doubtless were, 
but the general character of the church 
was such that theyivere spoken of, as 
a body, as possessing a high degree of 
sanctity. 

The word translated " saint" is dyiog 
—^hagios, the same in the original as 
that translated holy. But this is the 
word by which the members of the 
church are commonly designated in the 
New Testament. They are not often 
called Christians—only three times in 
the whole course of Scripture—-butsome 
sixty-eight times in the New Testament 
they are called SAINTS or THE HOLT 
ONES. There must be a reason for this 
phraseology. • Is it not this 1 The word 
" Christian," and much more siieh words 
as Catholic and Protestant, Methodist 
and Baptist^ may be easily used in a 
speculative or partisan sense. They 
are applied to those who eive an intel
lectual assent to certain truths, or who 
stand identified with religious parties. 
But the word " saint" or " holy" re
lates primarily to the individual charac

ter. It does not so much describe the 
creed as the state of the heart. It im
plies personal purity—a life that is hid 
with Christ in God. It has to do, not 
merely with the head, but much more 
with the affections and the will, and 
the every day life. Of him who bears 
that name it is expected in heaven and 
in earth that he will be upright in all 
his intercourse with his fellow-men, 
and walk before God in all humility and 
obedience. To these saints the pure 
word of God is preached. They are 
sanctified by the truth. They go where 
they can hear it. If it is not proclaim
ed from any accessible pulpit,they return 
to primitive simplicity, have meetings 
in their own houses, if need be, where 
the truth can be spoken faithfully, and 
the Spirit of God can have free course 
and be glorified. They obey Christ in 
his ordinances. They hear his voice 
and follow him. 

Such we believe to be a brief outline 
of the New Testament view of the 
Church of God. It is founded on 
Christ, his atonement, his teaching. It 
is composed of a people saved, by faith, 
from the guilt and power of sin. Are 
these marks found in any company, be 
they only two or three met together in 
the name of Jesus'? They may be 
poor and despised. It matters not, God 
owns them. They are his church. He 
that walketh among the golden candle
sticks is among them. It is enough. 
Are these Scriptural marks wanting in 
any body claiming to be the church of 
God ? Are the. members generally un-
regenerated, unsanctified men and wo
men! Do they walk after the flesh? 
Do they drink and swear and smoke ? 
Or are they proud and covetous—fond 
of money and fond of display ? Are 
they lovers of pleasure more than lov
ers of God 1 Is holiness the exception 
and ungodliness the rule ? Are the 
proud called happy, and they that work 
wickedness promoted, while the devout 
and holy are persecuted 1 It cannot be 
a church of God. The organization 
may be perfect, the minister eloquent 
and learned, the Vforship conducted in 
a costly, faultless style, the edifice im
posing, the numbers large, and the con-
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tributions sufficiently great to secure 
the praise of men, but the main thing 
is wanting. It is defective in a vital 
point. It may trace its lineage in un
broken descent to the apostles, but if 
corruption reigns in the lives of its vo
taries, it is lacking in the essential 
thing. It may have all the good qual
ities that the church of Ephesus pos
sessed, but if it has lefl its first love, 
Christ pronounces it fallen,* It may 
make as high a profession as did the 
church at Laodicea, but if lukewarm-
ness has supplanted holy fervor, it has 
lost the favor of God and become an 
object of loathing to Him.f They are 
the true^uccessors of the apostles who 
walk ift̂  their footsteps, who imitate 
their selPdenial and their holy examples. 
They show their faith by their works. 
That is a Christian church which does 
the work of Christ—preaches the Gospel 
to the poor—and without respect of pert-
sons, labors to save men from their sins. 

Would you know whether you be
long to the true church of God? You 
need not weary yourself with studying 
the volumes of her standard writers, 
and poring over the tomes of ecclesi
astical controversy; you need not Crit
ically investigate the lives of all those 
who are associated with you in Chris
tian fellowship EXAMINE YOURSELF. 

The kingdom of God is within you. 
Do you truly repent of all your sins ? 
Do you with self-loathing rely on Christ 
as your Saviour, your prophet, priest 
and king % Do you have victory over 
temptation, and do you serve God with 
all lowliness and humility of mind? 
Are you sanctified through the blood 
of the Lamb, and are you daily grow
ing in grace ? Do not then be troubled 
about questions of "endless geneal
ogies." Your name is written in heav
en; you belong to the church of the 
first-born. Either find or pray to God 
to make companions to walk with you 
in the narrow way. Be faithful unto 
death and Christ will give you a crown 
of life. Paul's confidence in view of 
martyrdom arose, not fi-om his church 
relations, but from his assurance that 

• BeT.li,3-5i t Her. iil, 14-ja. 

he had a personal salvation. I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith. 

But if, as we fear will be the case 
with many, you base your hopes upon 
your being able to maintain a good 
standing in some orthodox denomina
tion—if sin in any form has. dominion 
over you, you do not belong to the true 
church of Christ. Your doctrines may 
be sound, your minister regularly or
dained, and the sacraments duly admin
istered, but that, alas, does not save 
you. The tares will be burned—^not 
because they did not grow in a wheat-
field—but because they are tares. Si
mon of Samaria had Philip the evan
gelist for his minister, he believed and 
was baptized—in the correct mode what
ever it was—but he had neither part 
nor lot in the true church BECAUSE HIS 
HEART WAS NOT BIGHT in the sight of 
God. Acts viii. 13-23. So it doubt
less is with multitudes. They think 
that they are in THE CHURCH, and 
they conclude that they are therefore 
safe. Beloveds, examine your hearts. 
The day of trial is at hand. The Judge 
standeth at the door. Let not denom
inational zeal be substituted for person
al piety. See to it that religious bigotry 
does not act as an opiate to your con
science, and lull you to sleep when des
truction is just before you. From those 
who have the form of godliness, but 
deny the power th&reof, turn away and 
come to Christ to be created anew to 
love and good works. Let not church-
ianity take the place of Christianity. 
Sacraments, by whomsoever adminis
tered, have no inherent power to act 
upon the soul as medicine does upon 
the body. They are outward signs oi 
inward grace—the seal of the covenant 
made between an honest soul and God 
—and not magic charms to impart sal
vation independent of the state of mind 
of him that receives them. The found
ation of God standeth sure, having a seal 
with this inscription, THE LORD KNOWETH 
THEM THAT ARE HIS. And on the re
verse the words, LET EVERY ONE THAT 
NAMETH THE NAME OF CHRIST DEPART 

FROM I N I Q U I T Y . 
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BY KEV. B. DONKKRSLEY. 

"Poor indeed must thou be if around thee 
Thou no ray of light and joy canst throw, 

If no silken cord of love hath bound thee 
To some little world through weal or woe; 

If no dear eyes thy fond love can brighten ; 
No fond voices answer to thine own ; 

If no brother's sorrow thou canst lighten 
By daUy sympathy and gentle tone." 
GOD has written upon the flowers 

that sweeten the air; on the breeze 
that rocks the flowers upon the stem; 
upon the rain-drop that refreshes the 
sprig of moss that lifts its head in the 
desert; upon every penciled shell that 
sleeps in the caverns of the deep, no 
less than upon the mighty sun which 
warms and cheers millions of creatures 
which love its light, upon all his works 
—great and small—he has written, 
"None of us liveth unto himself" 

Man's words and deeds are of an im
perishable character. Not cnly are 
they recorded in the book of Divine 
remembrance, but modern discoveries 
of science have established a fact pecu
liarly calculated to impress creatures of 
sense, viz: that every word and action 
produces an abiding impression on the 
globe we inhabit. The pulsations of 
the air, we are told, once set in motion, 
cease not to exist; its waves, raised by 
each sound or muscular exertion, per
ambulate the earth's jmd ocean's sur
face, and, in less than twenty-four hours 
every atom of atmosphere takes up the 
altered movement resulting to it from 
that sound or action. The air itself is 
one vast library on whose pages are 
forever written all that man has ever 
said or ever whispered. The idea of a 
human being without influence is pre
posterous ! Why, if you stand still, 
shut your eyes, and fold your arms, 
you exert an influence by the position 
you occupy. A man cannot live with
out putting forth an influence over 
others. 
"Our many deeds, the thoughts that we 

have thought, 
They go out from ns thronging every hour; 
And in them all is folded up a power 

That on the earth dotli move them to and 
fro; 

And mighty are the marvels they have 
wrought. 

In hearts we know not and may never 
know." 

The human family is a unit. " God 
hath made of one blood all nations of 
men for to dwell on all the face of the 
earth." (Acts, xvii. 26.) Individual 
influence is felt throughout the family 
circle ; family influence sends forth its 
pulsations to the remotest comers of 
t ie community; the influence of the 
community is felt over the whole 
nation; the vibrations of the nation's 
influence shake the very globe itself. 
The word or the act of a moment runs 
along the channel of all time and agi
tates the ocean of eternity. A kiss 
from the lips of Mrs. West made her 
son Benjamin the greatest painter of 
his day. The " Home School" presid
ed over by Mrs. Susannah Wesley, in 
Epworth Rectory, sent forth an influ. 
ence upon the moral world which peo
pled heaven with millions of sanctified 
souls; and has started a revival of 
" pure religion and undefiled" which 
has been running most gloriously for 
more than one hundred years, and 
which gives promise of ever increasing 
power throughout all future time. How 
different might have been the. character, 
and, consequently, tlie influence of that 
gifted man. Lord Byron, had his early 
years been spent under the tuition and 
culture of Susannah Wesley, instead of 
being left to the care of the feeble-mind
ed, and outrageously passionate Cather
ine Gordon. What a blessing Byron's 
brilliant pen might have been to man
kind had Mr. Wesley " reared the ten
der mind, and taught the young idea 
how to shoot." 

The influence of example is a silent 
power, but it is often potent for good 
or evil. Influencp fi:om this source is 
operating everywhere. It almost pos
sesses the Divine attribute of omni
presence. It is felt in the family circle, 
on the play-ground among children and 
youth, in the social gathering, at the 
place of business, in the gaieties of life, 
in social, religious worship, and wher-
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ever children and youth, men or wom
en congregate. The late Rev. John 
Angell James, of Birmingham, Eng., 
tells us that when he was quite young, 
the sight of a little room-mate upon 
his knees, just before reclining upon his 
bed, influenced him religiously for life. 
The godly exatople of his own parents 
saved a certain young man from taking 
the final plunge into the vortex of infi
delity, when all other means had prov
ed inefficient. There is no person now 
living who has not felt upon himself 
the influence of others, for right or for 
wrong, for good or for bad. There is 
no person now living who has not, by 
his example, influenced others. 

" Thou knowest not what argument 
Thy life to thy neighbor's creed 1in« lent; 
All are needed by each one. 
Nothing is fair or good alone." 

Distinguished social rank adds great
ly to our influence among mankind. 
The statesman may be a Wiberforce or 
a Carolinean planter. As one or the 
other of these characters he breaks 
asunder, or rivets still.faster, the chains 
of human bondage. The military 
chieftaitt may be a Washington, a Na
poleon, a Wellington, or a Jeff. Davis. 
The preacher may be a Luther, a Cal
vin, a Wesley, a Whitefield, a Paley, 
a Priestly, or a Theodore Parker. The 
author may be a Baxter or a Voltaire; 
a Jonathan Edwards or a Thomas Paine; 
a Doddridge or a Gibbon; a David 
Hume or a Leigh Richmond ; a Eugene 
Sue or a Thomas Dick. The influence 
of books upon human character, and 
upon human destiny, is only less than 
omnipotent. Examples innumerable 
might be cited. 

" Such souls, 
Whose sudden visitations daze the world, 
VaaiBh like lightning, bat they leave be

hind 
A voice that in the distance far away 
Wakens the slumbering ages." 

Influence perpetuates itself. "Gather 
up my influence and bury it with me," 
exclaimed a youth, whose unforbidden 
spirit was sinking into the invisible 
world. Idle request. Had he begged 
his friends to bind the fierce winds, to 

chain the wild waves, to grasp the fierce 
lightning, to make a path for the sand 
blast, .his wish would have been more 
feasible, fox past influence is unchange
able. " Scratch" says a certain author, 
" the green sapling, or wantonly twist 
it in the soil, and the scarred and crook
ed oak will tell of thee for centuries to 
come." Another author says, "A man 
may perpetuate his good or evil on the 
earth long after himself has passed 
away. You may at any any time find 
a man sinning through the effect of the 
sin of some man of whom he never 
heard. Did you never mark as you 
trace down the moving record of the 
falls and errors of Israel, that when 
Jereboam was laid in the grave, one 
man came up who never saw Jeroboam, 
and yet sins after the sin of Jeroboam ; 
then, generation after generation, m.en 
are separated from Jeroboam by a vast 
lapse of years, and still the record goes 
on saying, ' He sinned after the sin of 
Jeroboam who made Israel to sin.' 
Centuries after the son of Nebat had 
gone to his grave his sin is cankering 
the souls of a whole population. But 
take Paul. He has been away from the 
world for many ages, yet at this day 
his deeds and his words are light and 
brightness to* thousands and tens of 
thousands." 

" The smallest bark, on life's tumultuona 
ocean. 

Will leave a track behind for evermore; 
The lightest waves of influence, set in 

motion. 
Extend and widen to the eternal shore; 
We should be wary, then, who go before 

A myriad yet to be ; and we should take 
Our bearing carefully, where breakers roar 

And fearful tempests gather; one mistake 
May -wreck unnumbered barks that follow 

in our wake." 

THEORY is more speedily gained than 
practice; but it comes first, and must 
always precede practice, but cannot 
supply its place. The two are distinct, 
but always appear best when united. 

The proud person despises the hum
ble, but the humble restrains his con
tempt, and changes it to pity. 
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HATE FAITH Df GOD. 

BY REV. J . G. TSRBILL. 

11 
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THAT is, put confidence in him. 
We can have his assistance when we pre
fer it. Is a reformation needed ? Have 
faith in God. Are there obstacles in 
the way 1 If you shall not doubt iii 
your heart they shall obey you. Faith 
is both voluntary and involuntary. 
There are some truths we cannot help 
but believe; in regard to them faith is 
involuntary, but it is voluntary when 
we choose to trust. I may have equal 
faith in two individuals, but I may 
choose to trust one and not the other. 
There the exercise of faith is voluntary. 
Temptation, circumstances and the un
belief of brethren may tend to make 
me unbelieving, but it is my privilege 
to rely upon God, and he will hear me 
and answer my prayer. How glorious 
to see a child of the living God take 
the naked word of God and depend 
upon it when all else fails! 

We should do it because it is by the 
hand of faith that we receive the bless
ing of God. Faith is the telegraph 
wire along which the petition flies to 
the throne. If faith makes the con
nection, the answer will *ome. It cer
tainly, cannot be e.xpfessed. Faith hon
ors God; and the darker all appears, 
the more faith honors him. There is 
nothing that we can . confer that so 
much honors a man as to put confidence 
in him. We may array him in th3 
most gorgeous apparrel, we may give 
him the dignity of a king, yet it would 
honor him more to place confidence in 
him, if we left him a Iseggar. Thus we 
build splendid temples for religious 
worship, fill the pulpits with the best 
talent of the country, and make all as 
attractive as may be, but God will re
ceive more honor from a hovel among 
the poor where prayer is heard and 
answered. In this voluntary exercise 
of faith we shall need sometimes the 
full strength of our wUl. Resolve I 
will not look to circumstances, but to 
God. The soul that trusts God the 
most, is blessed the most. He that 
trusts God in the work of saving souls 

will have the most and the great
est victories. I may not be able to 
work as another, but / can believe. 
Every one is capable of believing. 
Have faith in God. 

KEEP TOUE TESSEL UKDEE THE 
FOUNTAIN. 

BY MRS. E. S. WILLARD. 

HERE lies the secret. Keep the ves
sel under the fountain. If you want 
it run over full all the time, keep 
it under the foimtain—pray without 
ceasing. 

Go set your bowl or pitcher under 
the trickling spout and go your, way, 
and when you come round again there 
it is all running over full of pure water! 
Be thus wise in spiritual things. 

Keep the vessel under the fountain 
if you wish always to abound in the 
work of the Lord. Keep your vessel 
under the fountain if you wish to be 
ready for every good work. Keep 
your vessel imder the fountain if 
you would be sober, putting on the 
breastplate of faith and love, and for 
an helmet, the hope of salvatibn. Keep 
your vessel under the fountain if you 
would comfort yourselves together, and 
edify one another. Keep your vessel un
der the fountain if you would know them 
which labor among you, and are over 
you in the Lord and admonish you, and 
esteem them very highly in love for 
their works' sake. Keep your vessel 
under the fountain if you would be at 
peace among yourselves. Keep your, 
vessel under the fountain if you would 
be able to warn the imruly, comfort the 
feeble-minded, support the weak, and 
be patient toward all men. Keep your 
vessel imder the fountain if you would 
not render evU for evil, but ever follow 
that which is good both among your
selves and toward all men. Keep your 
vessel under the fountain if you would 
rejoice ever more, and in every thing 
give thanks. Keep your vessel under 
the fountain if you would abstain from 
every appearance of evU, and be sanc
tified wholly, soul, body, and spirit, to 
the coming df our Lord. 
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THE EIGHT USE OF PBOPEETY. 

BY REV. A. A. PHELPS. 

IT WERE vain to attempt an improve
ment on Wesley's three monetary rules : 
1. "Make all ycm can." 2. Save all 
you can." 3. " Give all you can." If 
these rules were carefiilly observed, 
there would be no need of essays, ser
mons and books on the subject of 
Christian beneficence. Christians would 
combine activity, economy, and liberal
ity in such proportions as to prevent 
their becoming drones, paupers or mis
ers. By their energy and frugality 
they would acquire property, with vari
ous degrees of success; but their benev
olence would prevent its accumulation, 
to any great extent. No ope could ever 
assail them with the bmamig rebuke of 
an. apostle: " Your gold and silver is 
cankered; and the rust of them shal? 
be a witness against you, and shall eat 
your flesh as it were fire." They would 
keep their money in too brisk a circula
tion to allow it to rust in their coffers. 
And is not this the true policy for all 
Christians to adopt 1 Should they not 
be the disbursers of their own funds ? 
HOW much trouble would be saved, 
and how much more good would be 
accomplished if they would be their 
own executors, and distribute with their. 
own hands the money which God 
claims for the benefit of suffering man! 
It is no small satisfaction to know 
that the means which we design for 
benevolent objects are not diverted from 
their desired channel. Many a gener-
dhs-souled man has made great reckon
ing on subserving the cause of God by 
a liberal appropriation of his large 
possessions; but before his plans were 
consummated, relentless death removed 
him hence ; his property fell into less 
generous hands, and his life-long pur
pose was defeated. 

We deem it far better and safer, 
then, that pious money-makers should 
scatter their means as they pass along. 
If they neglect to do this, with a view 
to a grand appropriation at the close of 
life, they subject themselves to many 
contingencies. Their property may 

take wings and fly away. Sudden death 
may thwart their designs. Or, while 
they are securing earthly treasures, 
they may forfeit the treasures of grace. 
They may grow miserly as they grow 
rich, so that their disposition to give is 
inversely as their ability to give. Such 
is the " deceitfulness of riches." Ten 
thousand sad examples illustrate the 
danger there is of amassing gold at the 
expense of grace. 

But what shall we say of those pro
fessing Christians who have an abund
ance of this world's goods, but contri
bute but little in life, and nothing at 
death, to the cause of Jesus Christ ? -
Cases often occur that are absolutely' 
painfiil to contemplate. When wealthy 
Christians die, we naturally expect that 
they have been "devising liberal things" 
for the interests of God's suffering 
kingdom, and we look for practical evi
dence in their Last will. How often 
are we doomed to disappointment! We 
turn away grieved—shocked—surprised 
—confounded, on finding that the ac
cumulated property of a life-time has 
been bequeathed to their children, or 
even to more distant relatives, while 
the cause of God is put off with a 
paltry pittance, and sometimes entirely 
forgotten! Who can account for this 
strange! procedure? Christians, for
getful of Christianity ! Their money 
all made over to those who wiU prob
ably be cursed by it, and withheld finm 
those who would certainly be benefited 
by it! We protest against the whole . 
transaction, as unworthy the friends of 
a crucified Redeemer. What is Chris
tianity but a system of boundless be
nevolence ? Shall wretched sinners be 
lifted but of the ruinous pit, washed 
in the gushing blood of the atonement, 
made partakers of the divine nature, 
and treated by the Lord o*" all as the 
acknowledged heirs of a coming king
dom and a fadeless crown? and yet 
shall they suffer that cause, which, by 
its boundless blessings, has laid them 
under everlasting obligations, to shiver 
in the cold, and go elsewhere for true 
sympathizing supporters, while their 
own benefactions are lavished upon 
those who cither do not need them or 
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do not deserve them ? Christians have 
no right to make such a disposition of 
their property. God has the first claim 
upon all their possessions. Let that 
daim be cheerfully met. Let the by-
standing world have the benefit of 
knowing that in life, so in death, " the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness" 
are first in the thoughts, affections, and 
appropriations of the true disciples of 
Jesus. 

Do these remarks apply to any of 
our readers ? Dear brethren, give us 
a candid hearing. Do not reject the 
truth because of its unpalatableness. 
.Welcome the light, however humble the 
source from which it emanates. This 
subject appeals to your heart with 
burning force. High and awful consid
erations urge you to decisions that shall 
honor God, and promote the interests 
of blood-bought souls. Consider this 
subject, 

1. As affecting yourselves. You are 
God's stewards. The property you 
hold is a talent committed to yoiir care 
for a noble end. You are held account
able for its appropriate use. A want 
of fidelity at this point may turn the 
scale of destiny in the world to come. 
Therefore " make to yourselves friends 
of the mammon pf unrighteousness;" 
let your money Tse so applied as to 
speed on the angel of mercy and secure 
the salvation of souls, who wLU greet 
you with smiles on the shining shores 
of immortality ; for if you are not faith
ful in using the perishable riches of 
earth, " who will commit to your trust 
the true riches" of heaven ? 

2. As affecting your children. Many 
overstrain the apostolic injunction that 
every man should " provide for those 
of his own house." Can you suppose 
that this gives you full license to devote 
all your time and energies to the ac
cumulation of property, and then leave 
it all for the unrestrained use of your 
cMldren ? The apostle never meant it, 
and God will never sanction it.- If you 
venture the experiment, you will prob
ably repeat the sad work of thousands 
before you, namely, ruin your children 
for both worlds! Give them a few 
hundred dollars each, as they start out 

in the journey of business life, and you 
will encourage them to energetic effort 
in their own behalf. As a consequence, 
their manhood is developed, and they 
are something more in society than 
drones and dead-heads. In grappling 
with the difficulties of comparative pov
erty, they have acquired certain ele
ments of character that are worth a 
thousand fortunes! But load them 
down with cash while you live, and 
leave them a legacy of thousands when 
you die, an'd you pamper their pride, 
foster their indolence, and make them 
as dependent upon their money as the 
vine is upon the oak to which it clings 
for support. 

3. As affecting the cause of God. 
How Zion languishes for the want of a 
more hearty co-operation of her pro
fessed friends! How loud the call for 
a more complete consecration of heart 
and intellect and body to the blessed 
cause of evangelism! We need men 
who are converted all over and all 
through—head, heart and pocket. Have 
you got this stamp of salvation ? How 
wide, then, the field of usefulness that 
stretches out before you! Jf God has 
entrusted you with means, it is on pur
pose that you may work out some glo
rious results. Gaze on the whitened 
harvest-fields! What an amount of 
suffering to be alleviated! How much 
ignorance to be removed! How many 
mission-schools ought to be established! 
How many free church edifices are de
manded in every part of the land! 
What promising doors are being open
ed for the elevation of millions of our 
sable brethren, whose chains are now 
falling off forever ! O there is a world 
of work to be done ! Many fishes can 
be saved only by a silver hook, cast out 
on the right side of the ship. WiU 
you embark in this godlike enterprise, 
and use your money as a mighty lever 
for uplifting the fallen race? What 
you do must be done quickly. Heaven 
speed your course. 

Pekin, N. T. 

IF we live in the Spirit, let us also 
walk in the Spirit. 
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WESLEY ON SANCTIFICATION,— 
FreacMng and Professing it. 

BY REV. WM. COOLEY. 

M R . WESLEY thought in the early 
part of his ministry that sanctificatioik 
should be preached sparingly, but after 
the great revival in London his mind 
changed on this subject, and we give 
his mature views. He wrote to Miss 
Pywell, " One part of your work is to 
stir up all who have believed, to go on 
to perfection, and every moment to ex
pect full salvation which is received by 
simple faith. I am persuaded your 
being where you are will be for good. 
Sp<»ak to all abont you and spare not." 
Vol vii. p. 36. 

" But 1 wish when opportunity serves 
you would encourage him to preach 
Christian perfection constantly, strong
ly and explicitly." Vol. vii., p. 181. 

" And one means of retaining the 
piu-e love of God is exhorting others to 
press earnestly after it. When you 
meet on a Sunday morning, I doubt not 
but this wUl be the chief matter both 
of your prayers and conversation. 
You may then expect to be more and 
more abundantly endued with power 
from on high; witnessing that he is 
faithful and just both to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unright
eousness." Vol. vii., p. 174. 

" I hope he is not ashamed'to preach 
full salvation receivable now by faith." 
Vol. vii., p. 55. 

" When Christian perfection is not 
strongly and explicitly preached, there 
is seldom any remarkable blessing from 
God." Vol. vi., p, 7€1. 

" If I were convinced that none in 
England had attained what has been so 
dearly and strongly preached by such 
a number of preachers, in so many 
places, and for so long a time, I should 
be clearly convinced that we had all 
mistaken the meaning of those Scrip-
tures; and therefore for the time to 
come I must teach that sin must remain 
till death." Vol vi., p. 507. 

" Strongly and explicitly exhort all 
believers to go on to perfection." V ol. 
v., p. 232. 

" I find almost all our preachers have 
done with Christian perfection. They 
say, they believe it, but they never 
preach it, or not once in a quarter." 
Vol. vi., p. 673. 

"But of all preaching, what is usual
ly called Gospel preaching is the most 
useless, if not the most mischievous; 
a dull, yea, or lively harangue on the 
sufferings of Christ or salvation by 
faith, without strongly inculcating holi
ness. I see more and more that this 
tends to drive holiness out of the world." 
Vol. vi., p. 674. 

" A t this conference it will be deter
mined whether all our preachers or none 
shall continually insist upon Christian 
perfection." Vol. vii., p. 61. 

" I am glad Richard Taylor is of use. 
He will be more and more so if he con-
tiues simple of heart, and speaks ex
plicitly of full redemption, and exhorts 
believers to accept it now." Vol. vii., 
p. 62. 

" He is a cool, thinking man, but 
does he preach Christian perfection 
clearly and explicitly ?" Vol. vii., p. 
43. 

" I am glad Bro. Q. has more light 
with regard to full sanctification. This 
doctrine is the grand depositum which 
God has lodged with the people called 
Methodists; and for the sake of propa
gating this, chiefly he appeared to have 
raised us up." Vol. vii. p, 154. 

" I doubt not we are not explicit 
enough in speaking on full sanctification 
either in public or private." Vol. vii. 
p. 81. 

' " Therefore all our preachers should 
make a point of preaching perfection 
to believers, constantly, strongly and 
explicitly." Yol. vi., p. 529. 

Professing it. Mr. Wesley says, 
" It requires a great degree of watch
fulness to retain the perfect love of God; 
and one great means of retaining it is, 
frankly to declare what God has given 
you, and earnestly exhort all the believ
ers you meet with to follow after fiill 
salvation." Vol. vii. p. 13. 

" One reason why those who are 
saved from sin should freely declare it 
to believers is, because nothing is a 
stronger incitement to them to seek 
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after the same blessing." Vol. vii. p. 50. 
"Undoubtedly it would be a cross 

to declare what God has done for your 
soul; nay, and afterwards, Satan would 
accuse yon on the account, telling you 
you did it out of pride. Yea, and 
some of your sisters would blame you, 
and perhaps put the same construction 
upon it. Nevertheless, if you do it 
with a single eye, it will be well-pleas
ing to God." Vol. vii., p. 103. 

" I buried the remains of Joseph 
Norbury, a faithful witness of Jesus 
Christ. For about three years he has 
humbly and boldly testifi8d,that God had 
saved him from all sin." Vol. iv. p. 165. 

" Encourage those in M., who enjoy 
it, to speak explicitly what they do ex
perience." Vol. vii., p. 195. 

" Dear Zachary,—Wherever you are, 
be ready to acknowledge what God has 
done for your soul; and earnestly ex
hort all the believers to expect fiill sal
vation." Vol. vii., p. 154. 

" I talked largely with several o^ 
them who believe they are saved from 
sin, and found no cause to disbelieve 
them; and I met with many more in 
these parts who witness the same con
fession." Vol. iv„ p. 302. 

"The truth is, oiie of the society, 
after having left -it behaved extremely 
ill ; but none who professed to love God 
with all their heart have done anything 
contrary to that profession." Vol. iv., 
p . 390. 

" We had afterwards a love-feast, at 
which a flame was soon kindled ; *hich 
was greatly increased while Mr. Gundy 
related the manner how God perfected 
him in love; a testimony which is 
alwavs attended with a peculiar bless
ing."" Vol. iv., p. 458. 

" Men do not light a candle to put it 
under a bushel; much less does the all-
wise God. He does not raise such a 
monument of his power and love to 
hide it from all mankind. Rather, he 
intends it as a general blessing to those 
who are simple of heart. He designs 
thereby, not barely the happiness of 
that individual person ; but the anima
ting and encouraging others to follow 
after the same blessing. His will is, 
that many shall see it and rejoice, and 

put their trust in the Lord. Nor does 
anything under heaven more quicken 
the desires of those who are justified, 
than to converse with those whom they 
believe to have experienced a still high
er salvation. This places that salvation 
fiiU in their view, and increases their 
hunger and thirst after i t ; an advantage 
which must have been entirely lost, had 
the person so saved buried himself in 
silence." Vol. iv., p. 502. 

MINISTERIAL PEDEUTY. 

A minister should maintain unbend
ing fidelity in the enforcement of prac
tical godliness and pure moral discipline. 
And here he will probably find his 
greatest difficulty. We grudge no man 
either the native or the accquired in
difference that can hold him in perfect 
stoicism under the awful considerations 
of an ordination hour: and who, we 
ask, can dismiss such considerations from 
his mind after he has entered upon his 
great and solemn work ? To whom do 
they not recur with an increased mo
mentum whenever he waits with breath
less attention and quivering nerve to 
hear the announcement of his new and 
untried field of toil at the close of the 
conference ? Whose heart is n<5t bur
dened with their ponderous weight as 
often as he ascends the pulpit to bear 
his message to the people, or leams the 
delinquency of any he is appointed to 
serve ? He who suffers himself tq be 
put in charge takes upon him obliga
tions which it is vain to dream of can
celling by pleading the unfaithfulness 
of others, or the dread of approaching 
trouble. The fact is, he is pledged to 
do a certain work, to watch over the 
flock of Christ, and, as in him lies, to 
see that no harm befall anj- soul there
of. Nor will it palliate his guilt to say 
he does not notice certain delinquencies. 
As a watchman, his eye rnust be open 
to the approach of all dangers ; wheth
er they creep into the Church with the 
subtlety and stillness of the serpent, or 
come with the formidable roar of the 
lion. They bring the malaria of death 
either in the gnash of the tiger or the 
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sting of the adder. What wUl it avail 
a man in the day of judgment to say, 
he,was too much occupied with impor
tant things to turn his attention to such 
trifles as gold and pearls, and costly 
array ? Those under his care might 
have been ready enough to avoid scan
dalous sins while they were under the 
fiital tyranny, of fashion : and this may 
be the reason why a time-serving min
ister can thimder against the former 
and be silent upon the latter. It is a 
small thing to deal promptly with 
swearers, Sabbath breakers, and drunk
ards. But where are those who will 
fiiithfully reprove worldliness, pride, 
neglect of secret and family prayers, 
social meetings, and the public wor
ship of God ? Who inquires every
where, " Do you have famOy prayer ?" 
Alas, it still remains a truth, " We 
blush to contradict the devil, and let 
people go quietly to hell rather than 
offend them." We are too ignorant of 
the walk of our members for want of 
close searching ; and a faithful admin
istrator too often learns that'some have 
been delinquent for years, whUe his 
predecessor professes to have had no 
knowledge of it. But sure we are all 
charged to know these things by the 
authorities of the Church, by Him who 
called us to the holy work of the minis
try, and by the solemn promises we have 
made in audience of earth and heaven. 
Oh how many broken vows are record
ed against us ! Some live in neglect of 
prayer, and others are constantly deco
rated with gold and costly array, with
out so much as an intimation from us, 
by way of reproof or reading the rules, 
that they are wanting in that "holiness 
without which no man shall see the 
Lord." Who warns unmarried mem
bers against being imequally yoked 
together with unbelievers ? Nay, who 
is not ready to join them without the 
least e-xouse. " Now if any man build 
upon this foundation, gold, silver, prec
ious stones, wood, hay, stubble, every 
man's work shall be made manifest: 
for the day shall declare it, because it 
shall be revealed by fire ; and the fire 
shall try every man's work of what 
ao r t i t i s?" W e may put these com

bustible materials into the same walls 
with the gold and precious stones, but 
the day of burning wUl make such 
devastation as shall utterly mock our 
forbidden and hapless toU, and blast 
forever our fancied prospects of minis
terial reward. With what uncompro
mising fidelity, then, should we guard 
the interests and purity of the Church; 
submitting to all hardships, oppositions, 
and crosses, without weariness, in main
taining that healthful moral discipline 
" which shall leave no room for vicious-
ness of life." We urge,no one to rash
ness of spirit or imprudence of manner. 
If he feels the worth of souls and the 
importance of his work, he wUl do it 
in the best way he can. But let none 
excuse their neglect by urging the ill-
timed zeal of others. It wUl be as 
fatal to let souls drop into hell asleep 
as to drive them there by vexation. 
If, then, there is any truth in the Bible, 
any reality in our call, any solemnity 
in the charge committed to us, any 
fearfulness in the responsibUity resting 
upon us, any honesty in our profes
sion, or any sacredness in our vows, let 
us collect our message free from the 
admixture of earthly poison ; and then 
let us declare the word faithfully, touch
ing doctrine, experience, and practice. • 
Let us be diligent to know the religious 
state of the entire membership; and hav
ing learned it, let us " know no man 
after the flesh ; let us leave no exempt 
case; but apply ourselves by instruc
tion, exhortation, entreaty, reproof, or 
excision, as the case may require, that 
we may finally "present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus," and be able 
" to give up our account with joy and 
not with grief." The awful hour makes 
haste, in which He who called us wiU 
fix on us his eyes of flame, and bring 
us to an ordeal from whose scrutiny no 
delinquent can ever escape uncondemn-
ed. O what wUl human applause avaU 
us then! How. empty aU earthly pa
geantry and honor I How dreadful to 
listen to the record of a negligent min
istry, called up at the judgment, when 
all time for repentance and reformation 
is for ever fled and gone! Rebuke, ex
hort with all long-suffering and doctrine. 
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HDNGEEIN6 FOE EI6HTE0USNESS. 

BY WM. MC.KEARNIN. 

"Blessed are they -which do hanger and thirst 
after righteousness, for they shall be flUed," Matt 
v., 0. 

WHEN the blessed Jesus was on 
earth and tried to impress the minds 
of his hearers he generally used figures 
with which they were familiar. There 
is hardly any one who has not at some 
time realized the gnawings of hunger 
and the anxious impatience of awful 
thirst. It neVer was brought to my 
mind with such force as it has been the 
three years during which I have been a 
soldier. I have often experienced both 
these awful feelings. Often in the heat 
and drought of last summer, while 
forced to drink the swamp water of the 
Chickahominy ,the stagnant odor of which 
was so foul that I was obliged to hold 
my nose, with what force this asser
tion of the blessed Saviour was brought 
to my mind. How, I thought, if those 
who are seeking the blessing of holiness 
had this ardent, this anxious longing 
for it that the man choking with thirst 
has for water, they would soon be 
brought into its enjoyment. How long 
would you suffer for drink, with the 
most delicious water -before you and 
the cup in your hand, with full and free 
access to the fountain ? Dearly beloved, 
the reason in general why we are so 
particular about our spiritual food and 
drink is because we are not hungry and 
thirsty. If we had this hungering and 
thirsting we would not have any way 
marked out for the Lord to bless us, 
neither would we want the fancy kind 
of a blessing, one that our neighbors 
would not ridicule, but we would be 
willing to have the Lord slake our 
thirst, even if we were called the filth 
and off-scouring of all things for drink
ing at his hand. May God beget in us 
such a hungering and thirsting after 
righteousness that we may get over be
ing so particular. If any should read 
these lines who may he seeking pardon 
of sin, if you wonld be blessed you 
must hunger and thirst after God. Here 
is the fountain of life, here is the fes
tive board spread with plenty, all that 

is lacking is on your part, an appetite 
to partake, and the promise is, you 
shall be filled. The fullness of a satis
fied heart, a olear conscience of forgive
ness of sins and peace with God is far 
more satisfying than to be fUled with 
earthly bread. Believe me for I have 
experienced both. The Psalmist says, 
" The Lord has put gladness in my heart 
more than" those felt who survived 
a seven years famine, " when their com 
or their wine increased." But the hap
piness of those who are fUled with God 
cannot be described. " Eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it 
entered into the heart of man" to con
ceive of the glory of the blessing of 
the fullness of this salvation that God 
hath in store for them that love, obey 
and seek him. May God make each 
of us more earnest in this direction. 

Co. U, 8th N. r . H. A. 

THE LOVE OF JESUS. 

BY MISS D. F . EASTON. 

H I S love is shed abroad in my heart. 
Well do I remember when he showed 
me his bleeding hands and side, and came 
so near on the cross saying, "aU of this 
have I suffered for thee; overcome the 
world as I have overcome for thee." 
I saw his love so gi'eat that he had even 
laid down his life that I might have 
eternal life. Then I could say with all 
my heart, . .̂-J 

" Lo! glad I come; and thou, blest LamB|^ 
Shalt take me to thee as I am. ; 
Nothing but sin have I to give,— 
Nothing but love shall I receive. p'S'^, 
I often look upon this world with all 

its vanities and evils and wonder that 
I should ever have become so much at
tached to i t ; but there was an outward 
attraction about it and I found it in my 
nature to be overcome by its charms,for-
getting that we are not to expect true 
happiness here, but were placed here to 
prepare for it hereafter. The way to 
Heaven is a way of faith, now I can see 
why I clung to this world so long: be
cause in coming out from it I must deny 
myself, live and walk after the Spirit, 
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not minding the things of the flesh, but 
rather striving for heavenly treasure. 

Jesus takes up all the room 
In my believing heart. 

Oh, His boundless love! who can 
fathom ? 1 weep tears of joy whUe I 
realize his love to me. My work is 
not completed and I feel at times as 
though it had scarcely commenced. I 
can see the fields white already to har
vest ; but the laborers (who are wUling 
to lay down their lives for Christ and 
his cause) are few. The Bible says, 
" If we suffer as Christians let us not 
be ashamed." My life has been one of 
suffering, but, praise Jesus, I have the 
glory in my soul, yes, all the way 
alongit is glory. 

" Let the winds blow high or low, 
Tis a pleasant sail to Canaan." 

If I can only remain in the old ship 
while the winds are tossing it about 
on the deep waters and the waves beat 
high and dash against it, it is all I ask, 
for then I shall prove his grace suf
ficient, and I shall know there is noth
ing that shall separate me from the 
lovo of Christ, neither things present 
nor things to come. There are many 

. spirits in the world, we must try 
' them faithfully if we would know what 
oiie to follow, for we may be easily 
deceived, so many anti-christs and 
false prophets are^gone out. They 
will, as angels of light deceive us, un
less we are on the watch, wUling to 
enter heaven by the door, and not 
sefeking to. climb up some olh^r way. 
These-'are tney who will come to the 

- dooi: with so many good works, not for 
• Jesus' sake, and will knock and not being 

admitted, wUl begin fo say, " have not 
I fed the hungry, clothed the naked, 
cast put devils, prophesied, and done 
many wonderful works in thy name ?" 
Then Christ wiU say, " depai-t, I never 
knew you." If we are willing to be 
deceived we shall be. But for one, I 
have chosen to suffer affliction with the-
people of God, rather than enjoy the 

jpleasures of sin for a season. 

«»» 

IN everything give thanks. 

«' 

FEEELT FOEGIFEN. 

BY L. F. BOWEN. 

ABOITT four months ago, I was made 
to see that I was gping down the broad 
road to destruction. My eyes were 
opened to the fact that I was a great 
sinner. I began to enquire what I could 
do to be saved. I came before Christ 
in an humble sense of my unworth-
iness, acknowledging my manifold trans
gressions against his righteous laws. 
1 thought for a time my sins were for
given, but 1 did not find that peace I 
wanted to enjoy, and by reading an 
article in the Feb. No. (page 46) of the 
Earnest Christian I became satisfied I 
needed something to assure me that I 
was really converted, and a deeper con
viction followed. The Lord worked in 
me a hearty repentance and I know I 
have obtained forgiveness at his hands 
who is ever ready to receive the hum
ble and penitent sinner. Glory be to 
his name, I find there is power in Jesus' 
blood to wash our sins away. And oh, 
that he wUl continue to revive his work 
in my heart, and to give to me the con
stant assistance of his Holy Spirit, so 
that as I grow in age I may grow.-in 
grace and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour! Oh that more would 
turn to Christ before it is too late! I 
do not believe we can serve tile devil. 
till we are about to die and then cheat 
him out of our souls very easily, for i t 
is during our lives that the Lord re
quires our service. As for-my partrl 
have given myself up entirely to God,-
and I know he has blessed me. But I 
fear a great many of us who profess to 
be Christians do not serve the Lord 
faithful enough. It is 'a great under
taking to be a child of' God. I think 
we should be on our guard all the time 
against sin. I find the nearer I live to 
God the better I enjoy ihyself. I am 
determined, * God being iny help and 
strength, toTii'fi.the race through to the 
end, in such a way and manner that I 
may win the prize and dwell with 
Christ in Heaven. 

Spriugville, I f . Y . . . 
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SITED IN THE AEatT. 

BY ISAAC C. CATLKTT. 

[It 

ON THE night of the 27th of Febru
ary, 1864, God, for Christ's sake, spoke 
my sins all forgiven. I was at the altar 
in the old Methodist church at Little 
Rock, Ark., and whUe the united peti
tions of God's people were going up 
in behalf of the mourners, these words 
were deeply and powerfully impressed 
on my mind, " Son be of good cheer, 
thy sins are all forgiven thee." I strove 
bitterly against them at first; I thought 
they were not what I wanted. But at 
length I was compelled to yield and 
take God at his word and claim Christ 
as my Saviour. Then, oh, what iaex-
pressible joy—"joy unspeakable and 
fiiU of glory." I felt that I was a new 
creature in Christ Jesus. WhUe in 
this state I enjoyed many precious sea
sons, yet I had many trials and tempta
tions so common to camp-life, but I 
was determined, if possible, to prove 
felse the repeated assertion that we 
could not live religion in the army, and 
to-day I thank God I can testify that 
there is a Divine reality in the religion 
of Jesus Christ, and that we as soldiers 
of our beloved cpuntry, can enjoy it in 
the army. Even on the battle field I 
have felt that God was with me and 
sustained me by his grace. I bless 
God for religion that we can enjoy in 
the army. 

A short time after my conversion I 
was led to believe that there were high
er attainments for me in the divine life, 
yet I did not fully imderstand what was 
my duty. But 1 saw that without holi
ness no man'could see God; and I saw 
that it was the will of God, even my 
sanctification. In this the " Earnest 
Christian" has been a great help to me, 
in bringing me into the light and liber
ty of the Gospel. I read " Wesley on 

' Sanctification" in the different numbers, 
also the experience of others, which 
gave me great light on the subject, be-
^des this I conversed with others that 
professed to enjoy the blessing of per
fect love. I found it comes by faith 
in Christ, a momentary faith, an in

stantaneous act of faith, the same as 
justification, yet I did not obtain the 
blessing from the very fact that I 
had not made the necessary consecra
tion. But at length on the 12th of 
January, 1865, while conversing with 
Bro. A. W . Wright, on the subject, I 
was enabled to see that all was upon the 
altar, and we fell upon our knees to 
ask God for the blessing. And we 
realized that 

" Heaven came down our souls to greet, 
While glory crowned the mercy seat." 

Then in the language of the poet I felt 
" The opening heavens around me shine, 

With beams of sacred bliss; 
WhUe Jesus showed his mercy mine. 

And whispered I was liis." 
That night I went to church and 

there I testified that the blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanseth from all sin. This I 
still continue to testify in private, in 
public, in writing to my friends, and 
to-day I feel the sanctifying fire of love 
burning on the main altar of my heart, 
and I am still trying to hold up the 
Bible standard of religion in all its pu
rity. Would to God that more of 
our ministers could see the need of this. 
Thank God, some of them do dare to 
proclaim the Gospel in its fullness from 
the pulpit! The work is taking a deep 
hold in the army. I know many that 
profess it and live it too every day, 
while others are seeking to be cleansed 
from all unrighteousness. Among such 
I have been trying to circulate the 
" Earng^t Christian." 

For two years before ^ve left Little 
Rock we had no Chaplain, and the few 
who felt disposed to stand by the cross 
met with much opposition, even among 
professing Christians. But after we left 
Little Rock a private in my company 
(Co. E.) was commissioned as Chap
lain, and he went ahead and organized 
an "Earnest Christian Band" in the 
Regiment, resolved to unfurl the ban
ner of Christ, regardless of opposition, 
relying on Him that is for us, who is 
more than all they who are against u i 
Since we have been at this place, wŵ  
have been holding a series of meetings, 
and the Lord has been with us in mighty 
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power and has blessed our efforts abund
antly. Many have bowed meekly at 
the foot of the cross, asking what must 
they do to be saved, and every night 
we hear the shouts of new-born souls. 
Our little band now numbers over a hun
dred, and the work is spreading from 
regiment to regiment with like resiUts; 
sinners are being convicted, mourners 
converted, and believers sanctified. I 
see nothing to hinder the 13th Army 
Corps from becoming one grand camp-
meeting. Pray for the soldiers of the 
cross now in the army of our -country. 

27^A Iowa RegH. Navy Cove, Ala. 

BEAD PEOFESSOES. 

BY WILLIAM FELL. 

IT IS alarming to see the number of 
professors of religion who are living 
and acting like the world; they mur
mur, find fault and get mad just like the 
world, they cherish hatred and malice 
in their hearts against individuals, and 
are as bitter and revengeful as those 
who make no pretensions to religion. 
These are they which have a name to 
live while they are dead, and I fear a 
great many of them are so dead that 
they wUl never awake tUl the trump of 
God sounds. Paul in speaking of this 
class says, " They profess to know God, 
but in works they deny him, being 
abominable, and disobedient, and unto 
every good work reprobate." And the 
Psalmist says, " As for such as turn 
aside unto their crooked ways, the Lord 
shaU lead them forth with the workers 
of iniquity." These worldly-minded, 
pleasure-seeking professors of religion 
actually hope they are in the way to 
heaven; but when the two-edged sword 
begins to glitter in the sunbeams of God's 
holy Spirit, they tremble, as they see 
themselves in the light of the judgment. 
They cannot bear the truth, for it knocks 
their sandy props from under them. 
God says " the time wiU come when 
they wUl not endure sound doctrine; 
but after their own lusts shall they heap 
to themselves teachers, having- itching 
ears." If they are dealt with " Nathan-

.2 

like/' and the plain question is put to 
them—have you the witness of the 
Spirit just now, that you are a child 
of God ? they blush and are speechless, 
or else they fly in a passion. Some of 
them flatter themselves with the absurd 
notion, that they will have grace to die 
by, and they seem to say it is not nec
essary to live by, and so they go on 
" deceiving, and being deceived," when 
the word plainly says, " Be not deceived, 
God is not mocked : for whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap." I 
know two men who are employed in a 
distillery; one is a class-leader, and 
Superintendent of a sabbath school in 
the Wesleyan Methodist Church at C , 
C. W. These men profess to "Icjve God 
with aU their heart and their neighbor 
as themselves;" and stiU they are 
busily employed in making whiskey to 
kill thefr neighbors with, and send them 
down to a drunkard's grave, and a , 
drunkard's hell. The minister preach
es, but he does not hit the devil at aU, 
for if he did there would be a stir in the 
devU's camp; persecutions would arise, 
and then there would be a possibility of 
something being done. It requires 
something more than blank cartridges 
to frighten the devil. Oh! how my 
heart is pained to hear ministers tell 
about the mercy, the love, the long-suf
fering of God and say " Oh, how good 
the Lord is ; how kind he is !" and at 
the same time overlook the justice of 
God by smiling upon sin, and encour
aging the blackest kind of iniquity in 
the Church. They do not feel for souls, 
it is, I fear, the purse-strings, and the 
"loaves and fishes" they are feeling 
after. Now let us hear what God says 
(by his prophet Ezekiel) about those 
who try and pass themselves off as cur
rent. "And they come unto thee as 
the people cometh, and (they sit before -
thee as my people, and they hear thy 
words, but they will not do them : for 
with their mouth they show much love, 
but their heart goeth after their covet-
ousness ?" Dear reader does this touch 
you ? If it does, remember the words 
of Christ. " Not every one that saith. 
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
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doeth the wUl of my Father which is in 
heaven." Again the prophet says " And 
lo, thou art unto them as a very lovely 
song of one that hath a pleasant voice, 
and can play well on an instrument; 
for they hear thy words but they do 
them not." In speaking of the shep
herds he says, " Woe be to the shep
herds of Israel that do feed themselves! 
should not the shepherds teed the flocks ? 
Ye eat the fiit, and you clothe yon 
with the wool, ye kiU them that are 
fed, but ye feed not the floek," 

SKETCHES AND 
THOU THE LIFE ASD PEN OF MRS. DOEA 

BtTRDICK. 

THE first part of her religious expe
rience, she sums up in these words. 
" For seven long years I lived a formal
ist in the church. Like most professors 
of religion, 1 was a backslider from the 
time of my conversion. WhUe 1 re
mained in this condition I was looked 
upon by the membership, as a good, 
consistent Christian." 

Under the labors of Prof. Finney, 
of Oberlin College, she experienced a 
second awakening. As the light of 
truth shone upon her head, she saw that 
she had stifled her convictions of duty 
and self-denial by following the exam
ple of professors instead of the plain 
teachings of God's word. She had rea
soned thus : '•' If it is not wrong for 
the minister's wife and other leading 
members of the church to wear out
ward adorning and costly apparel, there 
can be no harm for me to do so. And 
if it is not their duty to speak and 
pray in public, it cannot be mine. I 
thought if God would excuse any one, 

' he certainly would me." 
She now saw things differently, and 

commenced giving herself anew to the 
Lord. Her consecration was not sim
ply a general, wholesale affair. It was 
not merely, " Yea, we sold the land for 
so much;" but item by item, as one 
thing after another came up before her, 
she was enabled to lay them aU upon 
the altar. It was not a matter of exper
iment, but the idols were cut off and cast 

away. The vanities of tire world were 
no more to be loved, because they were 
no more to be found upon her person. 
TO use her own words, she says, " Af
ter I had given up all that 1 saw, I found 
it so blessed to give that I continued 
to look for something else, and inquired, 
Lord what more can I give thee ?" 

It was late at night, alone in her 
room that she thus gave herself away, 
with her little all to God. When she 
saw that she eould not be saved by the 
deeds of the law alone, she cried out, 
"Lord, what remaineth to be done, 
thou must do. In an instant light and 
joy and glory inexpressible fUled my 
soul." She proved the truth of those 
expressive lines, 

" Soon as my all I ventured 
On the atoning blood; 

The Holy Spirit entered, 
And I was filled with God." 

She now supposed she could convince 
others of their need, and the blessedness 
of this real religion, but to her aston
ishment she met with formidable oppo
sition, and fiery persecution. Her soul 
now longed for more congenial spirits. 
Learning that an humble, plain, spirit
ual people worshiped in the city, known 
as the Third Methodist Church of Syra
cuse, she was induced to attend their 
meetings. Here she obtained the bless
ing of holiness, and became associated 
with them. This was the beginning.of 
her deeper religious experience. Some 
formalists now prophesied that she 
would in a few months, become a fit 
subject for the Insane Asylum. Years 
of holy living afterwards marked her 
course, whUe her ' testimony and zeal 
were invariably in favor of this great 
salvation. She not only advocated this 
Bible doctrine of holiness, as an attain
able privilege for all true believers, but 
as indispensably necessary. It was her 
last work on earth. Just before her 
departure, she pressed upon a near 
friend, the importance of obtaining this 
great blessing. 

A few extracts from her Diary will 
show that her experience was not of 
the superficial order, and quite unlike 
the popular, naked faith holiness: 

Under the date of Dec. 1859, she 
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writes, " I never felt so much of the 
Spirit of God upon me. Such a cruci
fixion of self, such death to all, such 
access to the throne, such faith, such 
power." Soon after, she writes again, 
" The Lord seemed to have shut me up 
in himself. And oh, how the least jar, 
or conversation that was not strictly 
spiritual would distress me. 1 felt like 
closing m j eyee and ears to all, that I 
might enjoy God." 

The next point of special interest in 
her experience, is that of bearing the 
cross of Christ in public. Prayer in 
public, as well as in the secret place, 
had become a duty as well as a cross. 
She first thought to excuse herself for 
want of praying talent, but was shut 
up to the necessity of being wUling to 

Eray a simple prayer, and trust to the 
ord for help. She says, " As I opened 

my mouth the Lord fiUed it. Words 
were given me which were as sponta
neous as my breath. I felt that I was 
in God, and God in me, and that his Holy 
Spirit prayed through me." Satan tak
ing advantage ot the occasion, told her 
she could pray as well as others. Ac
cordingly in the next meeting she made 
the attempt but faUed. She was much 
humbled, but she learned a useful les
son. She found that special help re
quires special trust in God. From this 
time she watched unto prayer. Her life 
was remarkable for the Spirit and pow
er she has had in coming to the throne 
of grace. It seemed at times that three 
worlds were being moved as she wres
tled "ivith God, Jacob-like. She knew 
that God heard prayer, and her lan
guage was, 

" " In vain thou stmgglest to get free, 
I never will unloose my hold; 

Art tliou the man that died for me.' 
The secret of thy love unfold; 

Wrestling, I will not let thee go, 
TiU I thy name, thy nature know." 

As her health failed during her last 
sickness, the theme was the same. If 
there was none present to sing " wrest
ling Jacob," she would often ask tohear 
the hymn read. Saying prayers, read
ing sermons, and fashionable, worldly 
singing, were no food for her soul. She 
had tasted that the Lord is gracious, and 
learned that men might eat angel's food. 

HOLINESS. 

BY N. jr. SHEPAKD. 

So LONG as men give such unmistak
able evidences of the sinfulness of their 
hearts, and their unfitness for heaven, 
there is but little danger of too much 
being said about the nature and neces
sity of true religion. The effects of sin 
are so blinding and stupifying, and our 
natural bent to sinning so strong, that we 
need line upon line and precept upon 
precept^ in order to keep us in any de
gree conscious of our true condition. 
What men most need is to see them
selves just as God sees them. It is a 
dreadful thing to imagine we " are in
creased in goods and have need of noth
ing," when God at the same time sees 
that we " are poor, and miserable, blind 
and naked." O, what a day of disap
pointment awaits such souls ! We can
not afford to be mistaken or deceived 
in reference to the salvation of the soul. 
A mistake in this matter is fatal. But 
we may avert these dreadful conse
quences by now getting rid of aU our 
sins. 

This great question of salvation shoiUd 
be first and uppermost untU it is decid
ed. We should lay by all worldly 
business and woridly concerns and settle 
this matter of heaven or hell at once. 
"Seek first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousnes." In order that men 
set about this work they nfeed to see 
themselves in the gospel glass. " The 
whole need not a physician but they 
that are sick." Let us then hold up to 
view some of the'feading characteristics 
of those who are truly God's chUdren, 
and may He who said " without me ye 
can do nothing," graciously assist us by 
the light of his Holy Spirit, that we 
may see where we are and what is the 
foundation of our hopes. The first' 
requisition we notice in order to our 
entering the kingdom of God, is our 
being Born again,—born of the Spirit. 
" Except a man be bom again he can
not enter the kingdom of heaven. Ye 
must be born again." This new birth 
consists first of a death to «n,and second
ly in being made alive fo Ood. The old 
man of sin who has always inhabited-



152 THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN AND OOLDEN EtJLK. 

'i 

m 
i 
m 

the temple must be brought out,—nail
ed to the cross, and with Christ be cru
cified and slain. This is the first and 
preparatory work, and is indispensable 
in order to our being " created anew in 
righteousness and true holiness." Christ 
will never enter into a heart in partner
ship with the devU, for " what fellow
ship hath light with darkness ?" " Now 
if we be dead with Christ we shall 
also live with him." " Reckon your
selves therefore dead indeed unto sin." 
"He tha t is dead"—in this sense—"is 
freed from sin." But what are some 
of the fruits and signs of this death to 
sin by which we may determine wheth
er we have experienced it in our heart or 
hot ? Paul knew what this was. He 
says " I am crucified with Christ, our 
old man is crucified with him that the 
body of sin might be destroyed that 
henceforth we should not serve sin." 
The destruction of this old sinful nature 
is manifested in the heart first, by a 
disrelish for earthly things and earthly 
pleasures. The soul can now find no 
satisfying portion in aU earth's wide 
domain. Made to enjoy its God and 
heaven's bliss, it breaks asunder its 
earthly chains and soars away to its na
tive element. But secondly, this death 
to sin is known to exist by our having 
a constant victory over sin. " He that 
is dead is freed from sin." If the old 
man is slain he has no power to bring 
us into bondage. So that whoever finds 
he is under the power of sinful appe
tites, passions or propensities may be 
assured that sin still reigns, bringing 
forth fruit unto death. But the object 

• to be obtained in putting off the old 
man with his deeds is the putting on 
of the new man " which after God is 
created in righteousness and true holi
ness." 

If the work should cease with the de
struction of the body of sin we should 
be but little profited,but this is not God's 
order or design. He would now make 
this temple of the heart all beautiful 
and glorious with his own holy pres
ence. His wiU is that we should now 
begin to feel the pulsations of a new; 
life-^^a higher life of faith and love. 
He has brought us out of the kingdom 

of darkness and now intends to bring 
us into the kingdom of his dear Son. 
" As we have been planted together in 
the likeness of his death we shall be 
also in the likeness of his resurrection," 
that being now made free from sin and 
become servants of God we have our 
fruit unto holiness, and the end ever
lasting life. But, you anxiously inquire, 
how may I know whether I have this 
life of God in my soul? You may 
know it by the fruit. Whoever is bom 
of the Spirit 'will have the Spirit. " If 
the tree is made good the fruit will be 
made good also," " If any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ he is none of 
his." One of these fruits of the Spirit 
which is most reliable—from the fact 
that it is always found on the good tree 
and never on the bad—is love. " Thou 
shplt love the Lord thy God with aU 
thy heart." Jesus says this is the 
great commandment. The other " Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself," is 
like unto it. " On these two hang aU 
the law and the prophets." O, how 
desirable is this love to God. It brings 
with it obedience. He who loves God 
will obey him. Love invariably pro
duces obedience. " If ye love me" says 
Jesus, " keep my commandments." 
Obedience is but love in action, it is 
only the voice and look and carriage 
which affection, [of necessity, assumes. 
This spirit will make us obedient in 
loving our enemies, in returning bless
ing for cursing ; it 'wiU make us like 
the Master, self-denying, long-sufler-
ing and kind. It beareth all things, 
hopeth all things, believeth all things— 
it " never faileth." Another good fruit 
which is always on this good tree is joy, 
holy, Christiah joy, which is imspeak-
able and full of glory. Are we obedi
ent in this particular ? Paul says, " Re
joice evermore, and again I say rejoice." 
Then there is peace; " great peace have 
all they that kaep thy law and nothing 
shaU offend them." This, peace is like 
a river, constantly flowing on. 

Do you possess these evidences of 
regeneration, these graces of the Spirit ? 
Do not try to evade this question now, 
but hold your heart fo the naked truth. 
We are doing work here for eternity. 
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and the'best thing we can do is to be 
honest before God, and be willing to 
kgj^v the very worst of our case. The 
heavenly bridegroom will soon come, 
then they that are ready wUl go in with 
him and then the door will be shut. 
But again, have we the faith of God's 
children, which rests implicitly in his 
word, which 

" Laughs at impossibilities. 
And cries, it shaU be done." 

Have we this confiding, appropriating 
faith which brings salvation to the soul, 
and reveals Christ in the heart ? This 
is the faith of God's chUdren. 

Do we have a clear consciousness of 
our Satiours glorious presence ? Christ 

, dwells in every saved heart. " Know 
ye not that Jesus Christ is in you ex
cept ye be reprobates ?" Jesus said, " if 
any man love me he wiU keep my words 
and my Father will love him and we 
will come unto him and make our abode 
vvith him." " I in them and thou in 
me, that they may be made perfect in 
one." Jesus represents himself coming 
as our guest jnto the temple of our 
hearts, and supping with us! What 
condescension! 

Now all these graces^ and this experi
ence come to us only as the result, 
and consequent upon our being born of 
the Spirit, Until that time we are dead 
to all these things. They are of celes
tial birth and will not grow on the sin
ful soil of unrenewed hearts—but with 
the regenerate they are natural and 
spontaneous. Having glanced at some 
of the leading characteristics of God's 
true children and thus obtained a view 
of the nature of salvation, let us now see 
if we can realize its necessity. This is 
what we most need. Men seem to 
think if they have a little to say and 
do about religion, join a church, say 
Lord, Lord, and do some good deeds 
and bear some crosses, they wiU get 
into heaven at last, whether their hearts 
are changed or not. This is certainly 
all a delusion. If there is anything 
made plain in the Bible, it is this, that 
our sinful natures must be so changed in 
this life as to bring forth frilit unto 
holiness. From this requisition there 
is no appeal. The necessity of holiness 

i s ' absolute. There are many things 
desirable but not indispensably neces
sary. But regeneration is necessary in 
such a sense that salvation and heaven 
without it are impossible, because sal
vation consists principally in this trans
formation of heart. The notion that a 
man may live in sin and yet be in a 
state of salvation is as much a contra
diction as to say that a man may be iU 
and at the same time enjoy health. A 
state of salvation is a state of holiness, 
and this salvation must be begun on 
earth. There must be a restoratioo-of 
the divine image to the soul so that it 
loves God and delights in his service. 
" Verily I say unto you he that believ
eth on me hath eternal life." 

There is no delusion so inexcusable, 
because none so contrary to the plain 
teaching of God's word, as the idea that 
a state of grace is consistent with a life 
of sin. " Without holiness no man can 
see the Lord." Whatever our church 
connections may be, whatever our gifts 
or talents, our privileges or professions 
may be, if we have not a new heart on 
which is stamped the image of the 
heavenly, if we are not led by the Spir
it, and have not the love, joy, peace, 
long-suffering,gentleness,goodness,faith, 
meekness and temperance which the 
Spirit of Christ always produces in the 
heart, then we are not true disciples, or 
in a state of salvation. The Bible 
knows nothing of coveteoiis, proud, 
selfish, impure, sinning Christians. " He 
that eommiteth sin is of the Devil." 
Christians are " partakers of the divine 
nature," theirs is a holy calling, they 
are washed, sanctified and justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus. They 
mind spiritual things. They have cru
cified the flesh with the affections and 
lusts. They are poor in spirit, meek 
and mercifiil. They hunger and thirst 
after righteousness. They are not like 
the world, " their conversation is in 
heaven, fi-om whence also they look 
for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall change their vile body that it 
may be fashioned like imto his glori
ous body. 

But again, As God is.holy it is neces
sary that his people be holy. There can 
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be no communion without concord or 
congeniality, if one loves what another 
hates, approves what another condemns, 
then there can be no fellowship between 
them, " for what fellowship hath light 
with darkness." So long then as we 
are not what God approves—so long as 
we do not love what he loves, there can 
be no fellowship between him and us. 
Hence Christ says, " Marvel not that I 
said unto you ye must be bora, again." 
The carnal mind is enmity to God ; so 
long as this prevails it is impossible 
that we should enjoy his presence. As 
God is the .oiUy satisfying portion of 
the soul, as his favor and fellowship 
are essential to our happiness, as hea
ven consists in loving and obeying him, 
it is plain that unless we are sanctified 

'we cannot be happy even in heaven, we 
cannot enjoy the society, the employ
ment, or the pleasures of the saints 
above, if we take no delight in them 
here. The necessity of holiness, then, 
arises from the nature of God and is 

"V therefore absolute and unchangable. 
We know also that salvation from sin 

is the end of redemption. " Christ 
gave himself for the church that 
he might sanctify and cleanse it and 
make it holy and without blemish. 
He died the just fqr the unjust, that he 
might bring us to God." The object of 
redemption is not attained in the case 
of those who are not made holy. The 
whole design and purpose of the mis
sion and death of the Saviour would be 
frustrated, if his people were not "made 
partakers of his divine nature and bom 
of the Spirit," for the glory of God is 
promoted through and by them only 
so far as they are made holy. Every 
chUd of God feels that the charm and 
glory of redemption is deliverance from 
sin and conformity to the image of God. 
This is the crown of righteousness, " the 
prize of his high calling in Christ Jesus," 
the exaltation and blessedness for which 
he longs, suffers, and prays. Tell him 
he may be saved and enter heaven with
out being made holy, and you confound 
all his ideas of salvation, and crush all 
his hopes. We see then, that the na
ture of salvation, the character of God, 
the declarations of his word, and the de

sign of redemption, all concur to prove 
that holiness is absolutely and indispen
sably necessary, so that whatever else 
we may have, or whatever we may be, 
if we are not holy, and have not a new' 
and clean heart of love, then we are 
not the children of God, nor heirs of 
glory. 

Owasco, If. T. 

EXTEAOEDISAEY ANS^TEE. 

IN A small volume of sermons, en
titled " Good News from a Far Coun
try," preached at Newburv-port, Mass., 
about one hundred ago, by Rev, Jona
than Parsons, then pastor of the Pres
byterian Church there, in a note ap
pended to page 55th, an account is giv
en of a i-emarkable ease which occurred 
in Ipswich, in Massachusetts. A young 
woman living there had been confined 
to her bed for the space of two years 
and two months; she had not been able 
to speak a loud word for a year and 
eight months, had been speechless about 
four weeks, and blind three weeks. At 
her desire, several-ministers met at her 
room on December 15th, 1755, and 
joined with a number of private Christ
ians in prayer for her. During one of 
the prayers, and while her ease was 
spread before the Lord, she sprang 
up in the bed, opened her eyes, and 
spoke with a loud voice, expressing her 
great surprise at the power and grace 
of Jesus Christ, calling upon all to help 
her praise God for the marvelous work 
he had wrought upon her soul and her 
body that day. Her sight and her 
speech recovered gradually, till, in about 
an hour, they were both clear and dis
tinct. The same day, she was dreSsed, 
and walked several times across the 
room without help, and with a very 
little help, walked out. 

The foregoing account was written 
several months after, by Rev. Mr. Par
sons, who was present at that meeting, 
and he concludes by saying: " She has 
continued now, for several months, to 
gain strength, attends the public wor
ship of God, and gives good evidence 
of being a real Christian,—If. Y. Ob-
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HOW THE ENE3IT TEMPTED ME. 

BT MRS. J . S. VAN nENBPEGH. 

I WAS on my way to a boarding-
house from the depot at Fairfield, when 
the enemy came to me and said, now 
you are in a strange place and want to 
do good, it will 1)6 necessary for you to 
be careful in order to gain influence; 
do not begin to talk of holiness of heart 
before you get acquainted; you have 
met already with opposition enough on 
account of your profession, and then 
strangers will not understand you, they 
will think you are setting yourself up 
to be great among them. Possess it 
and live it, and let people talk of what 
you are, not what you profess." I did 
not regard this, I knew my Master's 
voice was not there. 

Providentially the first persoh that 
was thrown into my society was a 
mother in Israel, that had enjoyed the 
blessing of perfect love for many years, 
whose husband became mv class-leader. 
I sought the first opportunity to tell her 
what the Lord had done for me in other 
days, and thought all that I had talked 
with fullj^ understood the profession I 
made through Jesus. But when the 
time came that I was called to witness 
for Christ in the class-room, I did not 
feel it my duty while speaking to talk 
of my experience, but the present state 
of my mind as being wholly given up 
to God, still desiring to have more 
divine love and power. My leader 
instantly said " God wills even your 
sanctification." It went like a dagger 
to my heart, and something seemed to 
say, you have denied Christ and grieved 
the Holy Spirit. I tried to get the at
tention of my leader that I might speak 
again but he did not see me and dis
missed the class. I went home wretch
ed, and told my friend at once my 
trouble. She tried to comfort me:—said 
she understood me as professing " per
fect love" and thought her husband did, 
and wondered at the reply he made to 
me in the morning class. But he was 
not in to teU me so and I was not sat
isfied. 

I had been invited to visit a class 

which met that afternoon ; but did not 
intend to go and knew of no person 
that I could get to go with me, and had 
only met one or two persons that be
longed to the class. But when my 
friend saw my perplexity and urged me 
to go, I went, expressly to profess full 
salvation, and confess the mistake I had 
made in the morning and tell the troub
le it had brought me into. The eyes of 
all present rested upon the stranger the 
moment I arose. I was embarrassed, 
but had freedom in telling how I re
ceived pardon at the hands of a merci
ful Redeemer when a child, and on up 
to the time of my seeking and obtain
ing " perfect love;" then 1 seemed in
stantly deprived of all utterance, and 
realized a choking sensation that I had 
never felt before. I stood still but was not 
able to speak for a little time. Then I 
commenced back a little without being 
hardly aware of it. And soon as I 
came to the same point, again the chok
ing sensation returned. 1 again made 
the effort and found I could talk if I did 
not approach this subject, an4 could not 
if I did. I then fully determined in my 
heart if I could live as long in this state 
of mind as it became necessary, I 
would stand there all night before I 
would again retrace my steps or speak 
of any other period in my experience. 
At that moment I got the victory; and 
great liberty was given me in speaking, 
and the power of God accompanied the 
word and reached the hearts of those 
present, and my own soul was fUled un
utterably fiill of the love of Christ, whUe 
a divine influence pervaded the whole 
assembly. 

As soon as the meeting closed, the 
leader and his wife and two others came 
and said they had once enjoyed this 
blessing and lost it. They, with several 
others expressed a desire to obtain it 
in all its power. I found out soon after, 
that the Church had understood me as 
professing a perfect Saviour the first 
time I had spoken there in public Je
sus showed me plainly that I was not 
condemned, that the enemy had been 
permitted to do this for my good and 
Christ's glory. Some think we ought 
not to speak of our temptations, but I 
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sometimes feel drawn to publish the 
way the enemy has tried to close m y 
mouth, and keep me from giving God 
the glory for what he has done for m e . 
And then again, if I did not speak of the 
temptation 1 could not tell of the vic
to ry . In this case I was tempted to 
hide the light that had been given me, 
under a bushel ; ne.xt the adversary of 
m y soul lied to me by telling me I had 
not been definite enough, and had griev
ed the Spiri t and lost the blessing; and 
thirdly he choked me down to keep 
me from telling what I had enjoyed. 

HEEE IS StY H E A E T . 

Here is my heart—my God, I give it thee ; 
I heard thee call and say, 

" Not to the world, my child, but unto me" 
I heard and will obey. 

Here is love's offering to my King, 
Which in glad sacrifice I bring— 

Here is my heart ! 

Here is my heart—surely the gift though 
poor. 

My God wiU not despise ; 
Vainly and long I sought to make it pure. 

To meet thy searching eyes ; 
Corrupted once in Adam's fall. 

The stains of sin poUate it all— 
My guilty heart; 

Here is my heart—^my heart so sad^before. 
Now by thy grace made meet; 

Yet bruised and wearied, it can only pour 
Its anguish at thy feet; 

It groans beneath the weight of sin. 
It sighs salvation's joy to win— 

My mourning heart. 

Here is my heart—in Christ its longings 
end. 

Near to the cross it draws ; 
It says, "Thou art my portion, 0, my Friend, 

Thy blo»d my ransom was." 
And in the Saviour it has found 

What blessedness and peace abound— 
My trusting heart. 

Heie is my heart—it trembles to draw near 
The glory of thy throne; 

Give it the shining robe thy servants wear. 
Of righteousness thine own; 

Its pride and folly chase away. 
But thou art wise, and just, and true— 

My waiting heart! 

Here is my heart—O Friend of Mends, be 
near 

To make the tempter fly; 
And when my latest foe, I wait with fear. 

Give me the victory. 
Gladly on thy love reposing. 

Let me say, when life is closing, 
" Here is my heart I" 

DEUNKENNESS IN THE AEMY. 

A " T h r e e Years A r m y Chaplain" 
writes as follows to the Springfield 
Republ ican: 

I have no doubt, from what I have 
seen in the past three years, that whis
ky has hurried off more of our soldiers 
into an untimely grave during the last 
four years than the bullets of the rebels . 
Very many of the disasters that have 
come to our arms may be directly traced 
to the use of this soul-destroying com
pound. I have seen a Brigadier-Gener
al in the midst of a severe battle, so 
drunk he could hardly sit on his horse, 
and he still holds an important com
mand in the a rmy . I know others, 
higher in rank, of whom it was common 
to hear stories from staff officers of their 
queer commands while drunk, and that 
in t imes of great perU. Adjutant-Gen
erals have been continued month after 
month in positions, who had their semi
monthly drunken sprees. If only these 
men perished, body and soul, it ought 
to arouse us to effort, but when hun
dreds of lives are jeopardized or lost 
by such conduct it is t ime to be arous
ed. I once assisted one hundred and 
sixty-five men on to a hospital boat, 
wounded in all sorts of ways, and next 
saw; forty-two bodies, mostly of Massa
chusetts soldiers, lie in a pile, aU caused 
b y the drunkenness of one Colonel, who 
commanded a brigade. I presume m y 
experience is not exceptional. W i t h 
commissary whisky, medical whisky, 
sutlers ' whisky, and Sanitary Commis
sary liquors, pur young men are tum
bled into the grave a t a much g r ^ ^ r 
ra te than by bullets. ' ' .,'. 
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P R E S I D E N T LINCOLN. 
The assassination of President LINCOLN 

has thrilled the heart of this people with 
sorrow and indignation. A mighty out
burst of sincere, spontaneous grief has fiU-
ed the land. Public and private buildings 
covered with solemn drapery, the slow toll
ing of bells from morning tiU night, the 
immense fan(;ral processions, saddened 
looks and silent tears are but faint indica 
tions of the anguish felt by thirty millions 
of people at the loss of their honored head 
by the assassin's hand. > 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN was no common man' 

His parents were poor. He struggled with 
poverty in its sternest forms. In early life 
he had but little advantage of schools, and 
those which he did attend w ere of the poor 
est kind. But he managed to study. He 
preserved good habits, resolutely refus. 
iug to drink, swear or smoke. By the 
blessing o God upon his own efforts, with 
out the help of social position or powerful 
friends, he rose from the humblest circum
stances to be the Chief Magistrate of this 
mighty Bepablic. In tliis position he ac
quitted himself so as to win the admiration 
of every lover of his race. 

He entered upon his duties in a time of 
great perplerity. For tliirty years slavery 
had been plotting the destruction of the 
nation. It had officered the army and navy 
with its votaries. It had removed a large 
proportion of the munitions of warjwithin 
its reach, and placed large treasures within 
its grasp. Plots for his assassination prior 
to his first inauguration were laid, but by 
a Kind Providence these were thwarted. 
The civil war was commenced by the rebels. 
Traitors lurked in the public oflSces and 
held commands in the army and navy. His 
armies were at first defeated. He weeded 
out the disloyal and incompetent officers 
He surrounded himself with the very best 
talent and the truest men in the nation. 
God led biTTi on, and crowned his exertions 
with success. He gave freedom to the 
slave, and God gave victory to his armies, 
and honor to his name. The hotur of 
triumph came. The rebel capital was 

taken—its chief army conquered and cap-
tared, its greatest general a prisoner, the 
chief-conspirator was a fugitivOj and the 
strength of the rebellion was hopelessly 
crushed. In this hour of triuimph and re
joicing, he whose \i'isdom and firmness, 
under God, had achieved this great success 
—the commander in-chief of the army and 
navy, the President of the Republic, he 
who sat highest in the affections of the 
people, was suddenly smitten do«î n by the 
hand of the assassip. His chief minister 
was stabbed as he lay, helpless in his bed 
and left for dead. The nation reeled under 
the shock, and grief and horror swayed 
every mind. 

This last atrocious act has again aroused 
the nation to the enormities of slavery. W e 
were fest forgetting its true character. In 
our rejoicings over victory we were rapidly 
losing sight of the hellish nature of that 
vile institution that inaugurated the war 
and rendered victory necessary. It had de
prived four millions ot human beings of the 
dearest rights of humanity, making it a 
crime for them to read the word of God, it 
had assaulted with murderous weapons, an 
unarmed senator in the national capitol, 
because he dared give utterance to the 
noble sentiments of l iberty; it had slain 
the best blood of the nation, and, with a 
refinement of cruelty unparalleled in civ
ilized or savage lands,it had purposely starv- • 
ed sixty thonsaud of our brothers and sons 
who were helpless prisoners in its hands, it 
had endeavored with the incendiaries' torch 
to lay waste our cities far away from the seat 
of war and quietly reposing in fyicied se
curity ; but, all this, and more, in the mag
nanimous hour of victory, we were ready 
to forget. The subdued, but imrepentant 
ttaitors and rebels were about to be received 
back to the Union to be restored to place 
and power. There was great danger that 
all our sacrifices of blood and treasure 
wotUd have been in vain. Just then slav
ery jersonified showed its diabolical spirit 
by employing assassins to do its dreadful 
work. The deed has been done, the Presi
dent has been foully murdered. But the 
nation has been aroused and united as nev
er before. Indemnity for the past is imposBi-
ble, but it wiU insist upon security foi the 
future. It wUl demand that traitors bi dis-
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francJiUei, and that loyal men, 6e thiy Hack 
or wldic shall be intrusted with aJtX the rights 
of citizens. Thorp must be a perfect social 
revolution at the south. The colored man 
must have a voice in the making of the 
laws and iu the choice of the men who 
shall administer them, or all our sufferings 
and sacrifices have been in vain. Let us 
heed the voice of God and dare to do right. 

BISHOP H A : M L I X E . • 

This eminent servant of God has gone to 
his reward. Ho died on the 23d of March, 
at his residence at Mt. Pleasant, Iowa. 

He was educated for a lawyer, but was 
powerfully convicted, I think at a camp 
meeting held In Chautauqua Co., N. T. 
His conversion was very clear and marked. 
We have been informed by some devoted 
Christians who were familiar -n-ith him at 
that time, that he was often blessed with 
manifestations of the Spirit to that. degree 
that his bodily strength was taken away. 
He began at once to exhort and labor for 
the salvation of souls, and was soon licens
ed to preach. In 1830 he traveled a circuit 
under the Presiding elder. He soon rose 
to distinction as a devoted and successful 
minister of the Gospel. In 1844 he was 
elected bishop of the M. E. Church. He 
carried into that ol^ce a depth of persohal 
piety that made itself felt wherever he went. 
He was a zealous and powerful advocate 
of the doctrine of holiness, and by his ser
mons, exhortations, and personal appeals 
stirred up the preachers to seek this state 
of grace, and to hold it up definitely and 
clearly before the people. TTia conferences 
were seasons of spiritual refreshing, and 
the preachers generally went from them to 
their charges with new strength and deter
mination to push forward the work of God. 
In 1852 he felt compelled, on accoimt of poor 
health, to resign the ofiice of bishop, and 
was never after able to preach but little. 

He was possessed of considerable wealth 
and gave liberally for the good of others. 
Like other godly men he suffered persecu
tion, papers of his own denomination giv
ing report to false and slanderous accusa
tions against him. But his record is on 
high and his works follow him. The fol
lowing account of God's dealings was writ, 
en by Ms own pen : 

" 1 am now impelled to note down for my 
family and intimate friends and for my own 
edification a few of God's dealings with my 
jKKjr soul. I was born May 10, 1797, in 
Hartford county, Connecticut; wns bom of 
the Spirit on the 5th day of October, 1898. 
Was licensed to preach in November, 1829, 
and since then, until health failed, have sin
cerely labored to call sinners to repentance. 
I have with comfort to myself spent thirty-
two years in the ministry of God's holy 
word ; believed the Lord called me to the 
work; and though I have not labored as 
faithfuUy and successfully as I ought, I am 
thankful now, when closing up life aBd its 
labors, that I did not refuse to enter on the 
work and strive to preach Christ. 

" For eight years I have been superannu
ated, and God has ' tried me as silver is 
tried; ' but he has often sweetened those 
trials by his presence in a marvelous man
ner. And now, day by day, my fellowship 
is with the Father and with his Son Jesus 
Christ. Though almost helpless, and de
pendent upon my devoted, affectionate wife 
for personal attentions,which her exemplary 
patience that never wearies in bestowing 
on me, (thanks be to thy name, O my God, 
for such a gift !) yet I am far more content
ed and cheerful than in the best days of 
my youth. 

" O thou adorable Redeemer, who hast 
bought me by thy bloodandnew created me 
by thy Spirit, grant that this record of thy 
love and mercy to one so unworthy may be 
a blessing to my children and children's 
children when I am gone the way of all 
flesh, for Christ's sake. Amen." 

The Bev. Dr. ElUott says, " The bishop's 
severe spell commenced Jan. 95th. On the 
10th of February the following incidents 
occurred: 

" The next morning he desired the fam
ily to be called in, and said, " I want to 
pray with them once more.' On this occa
sion he uttered remarkable espressiois of 
adoration of the Saviour on the throne, in 
special reference to his humiliation, cru
cifixion, resturection, ascension, exaltation. 
He prayed for his family, the Church, for 
his own conference, (the Ohio) the missions, 
the country, the world. All the forenoon 
he expressed much thankfulness for eveiy-
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thing. He then had occasion to drink, and 
his painful thirst reminded him of the ex
clamation on tbe cross when the Saviour 
said ' I thirst.' He then burst into tears, 
and broke out again* in praise to the ever 
blessed God. He then spoke of his present 
state as a fresh baptism into Christ, into 
his glorious name, and exclaimed, ' 0, won
drous, wondrous, wondrous love!' 

" On one occasion, when suffering much, 
he said, ' But Jesu.s has done all things 
well. O that my children and grand-chil
dren might understand tbis in all its depth 
of meaning I' 'When Mrs. Hamline raised 
the window-shade at sunset, he exclaijned, 
' 0 beautiful sky ! beautiful heaven ! My 
dear, we have a father there, we have an 
elder brother there. When I get there 
how I wiU praise Him ;' and then exclaim
ed, ' Glory! glory.' glory! 0 how I want 
to go up, up, up there to His bosom of 
love!' 

"To the person who waited on him he 
said, ' I suffer, but his will be done—His 
holy will be done.' Durtfig the night he 
said: ' I have a night of agony, but it is all 
right. If Jesus shows his face 'tis morning 
with my soul.' He often repeated the fol
lowing stanza: 

0 love, thoft bottomless abyss! 
My sins are swallowed up in thee; 

Covered is my tinrighteousness. 
Nor spot of guilt remains in me: 

While Jesus' blood through earth and skies, 
Mercy, free, boundless mercy, cries. 

And said over and over. 

By faith I pltmge me in this sea, etc. 
He spoke of the folly of any one's desir

ing to live a month or a year in order to 
seek God by prayer, and said, ' I realize 
this; 

In my hand no price I bring; 
Simply to the cross I ding. 

Tes, the cross. 
This aU my hope and all my p l4 i : 
For me the Saviour died.' 

" Unexpectedly to himself and his friends, 
he recovered so far as to be able to sit up a 
part of every day and walk abont the house. 
His language and the breathing of his soul 
from day to day was in accordance with the 
above. Time would fail to rehearse them 
here. He enjoyed to the last during his 
affliction the complete exercise of his ra

tional powers. He continued to have par
oxysms of extreme suffering until the 2Sd 
of March, when in one of these he sud
denly expired of heart disease a little 
past three o'clock P. M. His agony for 
about an hoar was great. His last words 

• were, ' 0 this is wonderful suffering, but it 
is nothing to what my Saviour endured for 
me on the cross.'" 

A friend residing near the residence of 
the late Bishop Hamline sends us the follow
ing additional particulars: 

" Bishop Hamline died in the hour he 
had set apart for prayer. He and his holy 
wife have held meetings in their dwelling, 
to promote holiness, for several years. For 
sometime they have not either of them 
been able to attend any other public means 
of grace. Sabbath afternoon a class meets 
there. It is often crowded with visitors, 
many of whom have received the " pearl of 
great price" in coming. Thursday after
noon there is a meeting for the sisters, led 
by Sister Hamline, which has proved a great 
blessing to the Church. They have a room 
built on the side of the house—and fitted 
up with seats—wliich has been dedicated 
to the Lord for that purpose. For a year 
or two Bishop H. has not been able to visit 
the meeting only occasionally, but he has 
always kept the hour and often said to his 
family when the meeting was over, that he 
knew they had a good meeting for he felt 
the •povcer in his room. Thursday, March 
23d, ho ate dinner with his family at one 
o'clock, goon after began to complain of a 
pain in his chest. A short time after the 
sisters assmbled for meeting he had a spasm 
of the heart, and when the third prayer was 
being offered the power of God rested upon 
us, and while heaven and earth seemed to 
meet, the death-angel stole away the spirit 
of the great and good Bishop Hamline. 

W e buried him Sabbath morning on the 
ground near his dwelling. 0, the privilege 
of being where " the good man meets his 
fate!" To gaze tipon his face while living 
was t a u g h t by mahy a great privilege but 
to look on him when pain had ceased, and 
his aching head and heart were at rest—to 
see the peaceful smile that had settled on 
the countenance of this saint of God, none 
coiUd but/««i that he was gone to dweU 

" Forever with the Lord f 
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I never knew one whose words had such 
power over the minds of others as did the 
late Bishop Hamline's—and I never saw on 
the face of the dead that heavenly expres
sion which made so serious an impression 
on those that beheld it." 

VITAL GODLINESS. 

The cause of vital piety is in jeopardy. 
Its formidable enemy heretofore has been 
Infidelity, more or less disguised. Wi th 
that the issue cotild not be doubtftd. It 
proposed to relieve us of our treasure with
out giving us any equivalent. But now the 
great enemy of godliness is that which 
claims to be the exclusive representative 
of Christianity. Its pretensions are of the 
most arrogant character. It claims to be 
THE CHURCH ; and all not belonging to its 
commimioa are schismatics and heretics. 
The danger lies here. Most of the churches 
are unconsciously adopting customs and 
acting from principles which, if logically 
carried out, must land them at Home. They 
are abandoning the distinctive features up
on which they were founded. They are 
substituting natural religion for the super
natural—the observance of forms and cer-
em.onie8 for the Jpower of the Holy Ghost. 
Christianity instea^of being to the Greeks 
foolishness, and to the Jews a stumbling-
block, but to them which believe the power 
of God unto salvation, is in a fair way to 
become one of the fine arts. In the New 
Testament we read that God gave apostles, 
prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers 
for the perfecting of the saints, for tM work 
cf the ministry—for the edifying of the body 
of Christ; but in the modem systems for 
building up the church, large dependence 
for success is placed upon the architect, the 
painter, the church decorator, the tailor and 
the rlnsic-teacher. Prayer-meetings are 
neglected, but religious shows attract a 
large congregation. The exhibition of 
Christmas trees, and evergreens, and Easter 
flowers, and the charms of music, draw the 
people. The "Northwestern Church," a 
paper published at Chicago in the interests 
of the Episcopal denoihination, thus speaks 
of the tendencies of the other Protestant 
sects : . 

" When one looks, it is evident that the 

great mass of the sects into which Protest
ant Christianity {^divided, especially in our 
own covmtry, h^veVeally at present no log
ical or reasonahte excuse for their separate 
existence. Thfey might just as well be to
gether but for the habit of sectism. The 
Baptist body, and only the Close Commun
ion branch of that, is logically consistent 
The others loudly declare that they have 
no distinctive doctrines, that all other 
' churches' preach the gospel as faithfully 

'^ as they do themselves, that the essential 
verities of Christianity are held in one as 
fully as in another of ' t he Evangelical 
Churches' at least. 

As the days pass it is manifest more and 
more how utterly the bodies about us are 
losing all real grotmd for their sect existence. 
The Methodists, as we showed, have lost it 
absolutely. Original Methodism is dead. 
When Methodists meet in pewed churches, 
name those churches after Saints, have or
gans in them, and paid choirs, and fashion
able congregations: when their young wo
men wear costly jewelry and their preachers 
fashionable ha ts ; when all that marked-
' the Methodist' of fifty years ago is scouted 
with ridicule, it is hard to justify the exist
ence of the Society which was formed to 
counteract these abominations, as its sole 
purpose. 

But there are other bodies rapidly drift
ing into the condition of Methodism. 

Mr. Henry Ward Beecher wanis to appro
priate our Liturgy. A Presbyterian clergy 
man has lately seized and converted the 
Prayer Book for the use of Presbyterianism. 
Puritans are beginning to keep Christmas. 
They are putting stained windows, with 
saints and angels iu them, in their ' Gothic 
ChtiTches.' They are building tall steeples, 
and dethroning the regular pumpkin in 
favor of the cross. They have long had 
orgH^ and chants. They are putting up 
greens at Christmas, and gathering flowers 
at Easter. They have formally thrown 
away every principle by which their fore-
fethers thought to justify the sin of schism. 

The motive, of cotirse, is clear. In pro
cess of time men have become tired of the 
baldness and deadness and coarse crudities 
of mere Puritan formalism. They have 
found how ineffectual these things are as 
educational powers, fhey have begun to 
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demand something better. In scores they 
have fled to us to get what taste,religion,and 
education require. They come to us be
cause we have the worship and the ways 
their fathers scouted. 

The last development of this kind comes 
from the Bev. Dr. Patton, a Congregational 
preacher we believe, of this city, who writes 
to the Independent, advocating the adoption 
of Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, and all the 
rest, by his denomination. He goes in for 
bold operations, and proposes to confiscate 
the entire Chturch Tear! 

Now all this is encouraging. By all 
means let these men take Prayer Book, 
Vestments, Church Tear and all. It is a 
good sigh. These things are in demand. I t 
is not because tJiey love them that they 
want them. It is only to keep the pews 
fall; that's aU. They are forced to it. The 
people are getting sick of their crudities 
and novelties. The pressure is too great to 
be resisted. 

But how much more easy to come where 
all these beautiful and desirable things 
^ w naturally ? ' \Vhj eat hot-}iouse, forc
ed fruit, when you can get it naturally 
ripened tmder the free sun, and from its 
own soil ? W e will share all these things 
freely, gentlemen. They are yours as well 
as ours, if you wish. Only, we warn you, 
they can only be enjoyed where they belong. 
Don't steal them. Come and take them 
freely, please. Tou will be all the happier 
in conscience, and the more consistent in 
reason. 

The drift Churchward is truly wonderful. 
A Congregational preacher in the Independ
ent advocating the Church year! Surely 
the worid moves! More and more, Sectism 
is kicking the ladder from beneath it. More 
snd more, it is declaring it exists on no 
principle, and for no purpose. More and 
more, men are seeing that it is pure love of 
division that makes the division. When 
this is clearly understood, the end is near 
at hand. 

Meanwhile, the more Liturgies adopted, 
the more Christmas greens put up, the 
more Easter crosses erected, the more are 
the leaders of the sects cultivating the peo
ple for the time when they will leave the 
barren pastures of self-will for the rich 

fields of Catholic Christianity. W e wish 
our excellent neighbor all success in intro-
docing a Puritan Christmas, Epiphany and 
Lent, and Congregational Saint's Days." 

But this substitution of religious displays 
for righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghost does not, as the author of the above 
seems to imagine, naturally lead men 
"church-ward," and leave them quietlythere. 
To such pilgrims, England is only a resting 
place for a longer journey. He who. gives 
up spiritual religion for one of traditions 
and forms cannot consistently stop this 
side of the Eoman Catholic church. Of all 
the sects which seek the friendship of the 
world she is the mother. So we under
stand the Scripttu-es. (see James iv. 4, and 
Bev. xvii. 5.) If confidence is to-be placed 
in forms imposing in their character and 
venerable from their antiquity, of aU the 
churches iu this country, the church of 
Borne must claim the pre-eminence. In 
church architecture she is acknowledged to 
take the lead. None of the church edifices 
of this age can bear any comparison to those 
which she erected in the midnight gloom 
of the dark ages. Her forms are, many of 
them, not only as old but much older than 
Christianity itself. They date back' to the 
period when paganism held imperial sway 
at Rome. Mosheim, the church historian, 
says, " The rites and institutions, by which 
the Greeks, Romans and other nations, had 
formerly testified their religious veneration 
for fictitious deities were now . adopted, 
with some slight alterations, by Christian 
bishops, and employed in the service 
of the true God. These fervent heralds 
of the Gospel, whose zeal outran their 
candor and integrity, imagined that the 
nations wonld receive Christianity with 
more facility, when they saw the rites and 
ceremonies to which they were accustomed, 
adopted in the church, and the same wor
ship paid to Christ and his martyrs which 
had been formerly offered to their idol dei
ties. Hence it happened, that in these 
times, the religion of the Greeks and Ro
mans differed very little in its external ap
pearance fit)m that of the Christians. They 
had both a most pompous and splendid rit
ual. Georg^eons robes, mitres, tiaras, wax-
tapers, crosiers, lustrations, images, gold 

•i- l 
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and silver vases, and many such circtim-
stances of pageantry, were equally to be 
seen in the heathen temples and in the 
Christian churches. No sooner had Con-
stantine abolished the superstitions of his 
ancestors, than magnificent churches were 
everywhere erected for the Christians, 
which were richly adorned with pictures 
and images, and bore a striking resem
blance to the pagan temples, both in their 
outward and inward form." 

Here we find the true origin of many of 
the forms that are again coming into fash
ion. They wer^ idolatrous' in their origin, 
and they are idolatrous in their tendency. 
But when unsanctified taste, instead of the 
Bible, is made the 'criterion, these earth-
bom forms take the precedence of the sim
plicity of the Gospel. Paul told us it would 
be so. He said ths natural man receiveth 
not tlie things of God. Then these forms 
and shows, that are adopted professedly to 
please natvural men, cannot be the things of 
God. So the Bible affirms. So says com
mon sense. Can any one suppose that God 
is worshipped by the singing of holy songs 
by half a dozen graceless men and women, 
while the congregation sit listening in si
lence? Is it to be presumed that Deity is 
pleased with WTe«ths and vestments and 
religious services that he has not ordained ? 
The true worshippers worship God in spirit 
and in truth. The offering which they 
bring is a broken heart and a contrite Spirit. 
Our only safety is to see that we are our
selves " led by the Spirit," and then we 
must do all that we can to spread spiritual 
religion in the world. Forms are but husks 
upon which the soul starves. Give men of 
the bread of life and they are satisfied. A 
deep and genuine religious experience, a 
life hid with Christ in God brings peace 
and rest and security to the soul. For the 
want of this, many Protestants, persons of 
culture and refinement are seeking homes 
in the Roman Catholic Church. The Prot
estant churches must insist upon a deeper 
tone of spirituality or Demonism and Ro
manism will cover the land. W e do not 
wish to cast any reflection upon any denom
ination of Christians. If we ever seem to 
do so, it is not designedly. Otu: only aim is 
to do all we can to secoie a zetum to Gos

pel simplicity and purity wherever there 
has been a departure from them. 0, Lord, 
revive thy work. Restore unto us the joy of 
thy salvation, and uphold us iy thy free 
spirit. 

DTING TESTIMONT. 
MRS. MARTHA WOOD.—My own dear 

mother gently fell asleep in Jesus on the 
first day of April, 1865, iu the 7oth year of 
her age. Two days before she died, when 
in usual health, she was seized with a para
lytic stroke which rendered her helpless 
and nearly insensible untU her spirit took 
its flight. She was one of the best of moth
ers. On her heart was written the law of 
kindness, and she possessed that love that 
suffereth long, and that thinkelh no evil 
She was converted in early life, and always 
loved the services of the church of God. 
Her house was for many years the home of 
the early Methodist ministers, and a preach
ing place for these old intiuerants she so 
much venerated and loved. She taught her 
children in early life the necessity of prayer 
and the importance of giving their hearts 
to God, and lived to see seven of them 
grown up and all of them converted, and 
two of her sons, Levi and Elijah, for many 
years standing on the walls of Zion, pro
claiming the everlasting Gospel. May God 
bless our aged father, who is left to mourn 
the loss of her who traveled with him life's 
toUsome journey for over fifty-three years, 
but who now rests from her labors in that 
land where infirmities never come, and the 
inhabitants never grow old. 

MINERVA COOLET. 

M R S . SARAH A. PHELPS.—She was early 

taught by her parents the necessity of » 
preparation for an endless hereafter. At 
the age of 14 she received the ordinance <rf 
baptism and united with the people of God, 
evincing to aU her acceptance in the Be--
loved. When nearly the age of 18 she be
came the wife of Mr. Othniel Phelps, of 
Tioga CO., N , T . She made very early and 
rapid advances in her Christian character. 
She always manifested a spirit so gentle and 
equable and subdued, that it was evident 
that her chief treasure was in heaven. 

When a little over thirty she exhibited 
^mptoms of oonsomption. ^ medical Hi 
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proved unavailing. Having an anxiety for 
the welfare of her fanuly she took them 
by the hand, one after another, and com
mending them to Jesus she requested them 
to meet her on the other shore, praying that 
her two brothers and dear husband in the 
ministry might preach the whole truth. 
Then praising the Lord for what He had 
done for her, she tried to sing, " Jesus my 
Saviour, I know thou art mine." She often 
spoke of hearing such beautiful music. 
She then requested them aU to sing " There 
are angels hovering round," which was 
done. A heavenly atmosphere seemed to 
rest upon all. She had a glorious vision of 
heaven. Wi th calm confidence she fell 
sweetly asleep in Jesus. E. M. P. 

THE LOVE FEAST. 

CHARLES L . STOW.—My soul is as a gar

den watered by the river of life which 
makes glad the city of our God. The graces 
which God has implanted in my heart are 
receiving fresh vigor and are bringing forth 
an, increased amount of fruit. I am learn
ing to look at the temptations and conflicts 
of this life as a part of Christian experience 
—as crucibles in which we are to obtain the 
ptirity which is required in God's Holy word, 

• in order that we may please him while on 
earth and gain an admittance to the realms 
of bliss. I feel like saying to every tempt
ed follower of the Lamb, take courage; you 
are just as dear to him now as when you ex
perienced that overflow of joy. He is just as 
attentive to your cry, only believe, and not 
question the workings of his Spirit. Be
lieve this to be the experience needed at the 
time and improve it by strengthening every 
weak place, for many wiU now be brought 
to light. Improve it by letting the trial of 
your feith work patience, and patience ex
perience, and experience hope; then when 
you come forth you will be as gold tried in 
the fire, the approbation of your heav
enly Father which you have been tempted 
to believe that you had lost, you will 
find has been increasing all through the 
conflict; the power over the enemy which 
you have been tempted to believe was gone, 
you will find has only been exercised to the 
utmost, and that it has been increased be

yond all your expectations, and the imaga 
of Jesus you will find more deeply stamped 
upon your heart and exhibited more fully 
iu all your ways. May the Lord help us*o 
say " thy will be done," as heartily in the 
furnace as we do on the motmtain-top; and 
may wo remember that every foot of terri
tory which we gain we shall hMe to con
tend for, and all that we now possess the 
enemy will try his utmost to retake, either 
by direct assault or by siege. I can farther 
say of my own experience that I have not 
only the promise of the life which is to 
come, but the promise of the life which now 
is, and I accept the Holy Gliost as my in
terpreter to interpret the word of Gbd, in
stead of listening to the voice of this proud, 
compromising age. If we only live faith, 
fid to God in this world, our entrance into 
the world of eternal bliss will be triumph
ant, and when we take the crown that is 
prepared for us, and grasp the golden harp 
and tune it to the praise of God and the 
Lamb who has redeemed us and washed us 
in his own blood, it wUl exceed in glory 
anytliing which the finite mind can compre
hend. 

" Redemption through his blood I have, 
And spotless love and peace." 

AssoN T. FooTE.—Thank God 1 can tes
tify to the power of Christ's blood to save 
from sin. I feel the blessed Spirit bearing 
witness that Jesus is mine and I am his. 
I love this Spirit and welcome it to my 
heart. Let me say for encouragment, that 
the work of God is prospering here in 
the army. The Holy Spirit is working in 
silent awe on the hearts of the soldiers. 
Sinners are being convicted daUy, and are 
coming to Christ. Some have already pro
fessed faith in his name. Revival meetings 
are in progress all through this part of 
the army attended with good success, to 
the saving of souls. Pray for us that God 
will speed on the good begun work in our 
camps tmtilmany " brave boys" are saved 
by grace. As a help in this great work, I 
am trying to circulate the " Earnest Chris
tian" which is taken by a few in the Regi
ment, and read with deep interest. It is a 
welcome visitor. 

Co.G,4SthIU».Infi. 

I 
i-
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ANTOINETTE BACON.—^I have great rea
son to praise the Lord that I ever was privi
leged to live in Western New Tork, and 
sit under faithful preaching, and was there 
urged to seek holiness of heart, without 
which we cannot see the Lord. Three 
years ago last June, at the Bergen camp-
grotmd,^ received the witness that the 
blood of Jesus cleansed from all sin. How 
I felt its power to save even to the utter-
m.ost 1 Praise the Lord ! he has led me by 
his blessed Spirit, and kept me by his sus
taining grace, and I still feel his precious 
blood applied to my soul. Glory be to Je
sus that I am now the Lord's and he is 
mine! Praise his name for a salvation that 
fiUs us with joy unspeakably full of glory. 
How sweet to trust in the Lord and feel 
that all things work for our good. It is my 
greatest pleasure to do his wUl and serve 
the cause of such a Friend. I am striving 
by the grace of God to stand for Jesus, 
not to confer with flesh and blood, to have 
no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, to overcome the world, the flesh, 
and the enemy and to trust tn the precious 
promises. I have peace in believing and 
joy in the Holy Ghost. All glory to our 
blessed Redeetaer. 
e Alymer, C. W. 

MRS. SALLT DA<TS.—I am now nearly 

sixty-two years old. I started to serve the 
Lord in my twenty-second year. I have 
been trying to keep as near the mark of the 
prize of the high calling in Christ Jesus as 
I could. I have seen trials and troubles, 
but the Lord has been good to me. Praise 
his holy name! My husband and seven 
children lie in the family graveyard, I 
trust to meet them all in heaven. I have 
seven children yet living—four of them 
profess Christianity—three of my sons are 
living in sin. Pray for them that I may see 
them happy in the Lord. 

Covington. Ind. 

FBAJUCIB A . GROSS.—The salutation of 

my own hand i s : the grace of my Lord 
Jesus Christ possess you wholly, through 
time and eternity. Jesus saves me. Oh 
glory! My strength is all laid up above. 
My Lord doeth all things weU. Praise his 
name for ever and ever I Amen. 

Geneva, 111. 

WiLLiASi FELL.—I have repented of my 
sins, and have received Christ as the " Lord 
my righteousness," and trust in him alone 
for salvation. I love him supremely ; and 
it is my greatest delight to do his will, and 
to regulate my life by his holy word. I re
ceive temporal blessings as his unmerited 
gifts, and make it my daily business to ac
knowledge him in them. I know that I am 
not my own, " but am bought with a price;" 
and it is the whole object of my life to 
glorify bim in my body and spirit which 
are his." I hate sin, and manifest my ab
horrence to it by reproving it. I know that 
the preciotis blood of Jesus has cleansed my 
heart from all unrighteoiisness; and I feel 
just now that my " life is hid with Christ 
in God;" that "when Christ who is my 
life, shall appear 1 shall be with him in 
glory." 

Erie Co. Clerk's Office, Buffalo, N. T. 
JACOB HUNTSINGER.—Glory to God for 

a full and present salvation! I have it, I 
am fully saved, I enjoy entire sanctification. 
I am wholly and forever the Lord's!—aU 
praise to Jesus; his blood cleanses from all 
sin! He is my hope of glory. In my se
cret devotions to him I am often constrained 
to shout aloud for joy, and give God the 
glory. My cup is fuU and running over. 
My heart and m j determination is fixed to 
obey the Lord, and by his assisting grace 
to fight on untU I shaU stand entire among 
those who are sanctified and redeemed. 

Hagerstown, Ind. 

M B . FOSTIS MILLS.—I have a hope big 

with iSnmortality, reaching unto that with
in the vail, whither the Forerunner hath 
for me entered. I would not exchange this 
for all this world's treasure. 

Bose, N : T . 
M. V. CLUTE. -^ I love the Lord, I love 

his word, I love his wUl, and love to do it. 
Jesus saves me, his blood cleanseth me 
from all sin and I am living on the Bread of 
Heaven. 

Clintonville, 111. Jf 

LAVTNA E . SCOFIELD.—I join in saying 

glory to Jesus! His love bums on the altar 
of my heart, and I am saved through his 
blood. He shall have all the praise of my 
salvation evermore; 

Allegany, 2f. T. 


