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CONFESSION, FORGIVENESS.

BY REV. R. V. LAWRENCE.

s« Joseph wept when they spake unto him."’—
Gen. 1, 17. =

You remember the history of Joseph
and his brethren. When Joseph was
3 lad, and his brethren were busy with
the flocks out on the hills and plains, he
was much at home with his father Ja-

* cob, with whom, from this reason per-

‘haps, and because he was the child of

 his old age, he was a favorite. Jacob
 manifested his partiality for Joseph by

giving him a coat of many colors—a

@ folish act one would think; but good

and wise men sometimes do foolish
th This excited the. jealousy of
the other sons, and their hatred’ of
Joseph seemed to have been about in

. the measure of their father’s love.
- Joseph’s two dreams; in which his su-
 periority wasforeshadowed,excited them

still more, so that they resolved to kill
him; but finally sold him into slavery,
which is worse than death, as it destroys
‘ame’s manhood, and yet leaves him
mind to know that he is not a man.
‘The rest of the history you know—
how God made Joseph great in Egypt,
and Jacob and his other sons hungry in
Canaan, and compelled them to go down
t0 Egypt, where Joseph fed them with
his own hand. You know Joseph, with
tears in his eyes, forgave his brothers
the wrong they had done him, and that
Jaeob and his family dwelt many years

§ there under Joseph’s fostering care.

eir sheaves bowed to Joseph’s at
But now there came a trying
fime in the history of the sons of the

patriarch Jacob whose years had run
on well toward a century and a half, who
died there ‘in Egypt.- You remember
his death scene ? There is scarcely any
thing like it in all history. He who
had wrestled. with the Angel of God
the whole night and gained the victory
at the breaking of day, was ahout to
succumb to the sway of the "Angel of
death. And one said to Joseph, “thy
father is sick!” Joseph knew what
that meant, and taking his two sons,
went to his father. 'When Jacob knew
that his son was coming, he “strength-
ened himself in his bed” and sat up to
receive him. The tenderness of that
meeting we may never know. When
the tenderer embraces were over, Ja-
cob, though his eyes were dim, saw the
forms of Joseph’s sons, and said “who
are these ¥ “They are my sons whom
God hath given me in this place.” Then
said Jacob, “Bring them, I pray thee,
unto me and I will bless them.” And
then the old man said, “Joseph, I had
not thought to see thy face, and lo!
God hath- shown me, also thy seed.”
O how good had God been to him!
The old Patriarch once said concerni

these providences which deprived him

. of his Joseph, “These things are against

me.” But Joseph had been for years .
as his daily bread, and here were his
sons before him too.
“Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust him for his grace;
Behind a frowning.providence,
He hides a smiling face.”
Then called they the eleven, and the
whole twelve stood around the bed of
the dying Patriarch, while he, with
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prophetic vision, read to them a few
pages of the future, carrying them on
to the time when ¢ Shiloh” should
come, Then he laid himself down and
died. How many angels were around
the couch of the dying patriarch, I can-
not tell. They had met him at more
than one time in his life, and talked
with him for his encouragement. God
had met him too, and allowed him to
* talk with him face to face ; and do you
imagine that he was left alone in the
hour of death? No! not forsaken
then. When he was dead, “Joseph
fell upon his father’s face and wept up-
on him and kissed him.”* Poor Joseph,
- well might he weep, though the second
ruler in Egypt. He had lost what

many a one never possessed—a wise,

a religious, an affectionate father—well
ight he weep.

r embalming him and m ourning
for him many days, they, in solemn
iprocession, bore his dear body up fo
:the land of Canaan to bury him in the
vamily vault. Did you ever, after
-years of absence from your native vil-
dage.or town, go back to follow" a rela-
tive to the old family burial place, in
whieh two or three generations of your
family were sleeping? A sad visit to
- g solemn place! «They took Jacob’s

‘body te Macpelah, that Abraham bought

" of the sens of Heth, and there near the
dust of Abraham and of Sarah, just

by the side of his father Isaac, and

his fond mother Rebecca, and close

to the spot on which reposed the mold-

ering form of the tender-eyed Leah,
‘they laid Jacab to rest from life’s weary
journey, until the Archangel should

wake him in the early light of the resur-

. rection morn. Then they returned to
Egypt, but who will tell me what were

the feelings of the twelve sons of Ja-

cob on their return? True they were

strong men, and some of them some-

what advanced in life and had families

of their own. But their father was

not there—that father who had been

their counsellor, their guide, almost as

God to them—he was gone. - Youmay

remember when you came back from

the burial of your father; you hard-

ly knew what to do—jyou feft des-

‘their father so long.

P

THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN AND GOLDEN RULE.

olate—you said “I am elone” How
much more did this feeling- enter into
the hearts of the sons of Jacob, who
had been leaning on, and confiding in
About ten of
them were especially troubled, and the
15th verse of this chapter show us why,
“ And when Joseph’s brethren saw that
their father was dead, they said, Joseph
will peradventure hate us, and will cer--
tainly requite all the evil which we did
unto him.” Ah! that wrong that they
did to Joseph so many years ago!
How it had worried them, and how it
continued to worry them !

Don’t wrong your brethren—iwrongs
suffered jrom others are not much, but
the burning, tormenting memory of a
wrong done another will go with you
through life. "Who can tell the months,
the years of anguish endured by those
men because of the wrong they did
their brother Joseph? When they
brought his many-colored coat stained
with blood to Jacob, and saw his tears
and heard his lamentations, did not their
consciences exact a heavy penalty for
the wrong? When they went down
into Egypt to buy cornand found them.
selves treated roughly did not their
sense of guilt prompt them to confess
one to another, “We are verily guilty
concerning our brother, in that we saw
his anguish of soul when he besought
us, and we would not hear: therefore
is this distress come upon us.” True
Joseph did, when he made himself

known unto them, with his arms abouf

their necks and tears falling from his
eyes and mingling with theirs, forgive
them ; but when the vase of friendship
is once broken, it is hard to cement it
so that the seams and cracks will never
show. The guilty brothers had nearly
shivered that vase, and though the
fragments had been put together, and
Joseph had shed tears of forgiveness
upon them, and they tears of contrition,
and the father tears of love and grief
because of the egtrangement between
his sons, as so much cement," yet these
guilty ones fancied they could see the
cracks and openings in the vase, and
feared that some new jar' of passion
would shake it to pieces again. And
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“it appears that just before their father’s
death they had spoken to him about
this very matter, telling him that they
feared Joseph, because of the wrong
they had done him, would turn against
them ; and Jacob had left a message
with them for Joseph, to be delivered
after his death, in which he besought
Joseph to treat his once erring, but
now repentant brethren kindly. O the
memory of that wrong! How many
years had it stung them. A little girl
was lying on a bed, burning with a
fever. Her brother sat by, busy with
his knife, making a little wagon, or
something of the kind. “Give me a
drink of water, Buddie,” at length ask-
ed the suffering girl. “ Wait awhile,
I haven't time now;”’ answered the
* thoughtless brother. She was silent,
but the febrile fire burnt along her veins,
and again with feeble voice she cried,
“Do, Buddie, give me a drink.” He
hastily brought the glass, but the water
was not fresh, and she said, “Get me
some cool water, Buddie.” “Oh you
must not be so particular—I hain’t time
now, drink this.” Shedrank it without
“another word. But the brother’s hand
was never called upon again to minister
to his sister’s wants, for in a few hours
she was drinking water from the river
of God, in the land of rest. But thelittle
brother ! who can tell what he suffered
as he looked at the form of his dead

sister, and thought that he had refused .

her a glass of cool water in her dying
agony? And as he grew up to man-
hood and passed along through life, the
burning memory of that act gave him
many a tormented hour. Don’t wrong
your brother in the flesh, don’t wrong
your brother in the Lord. Your broth-
er may suffer by it, but you will suffer
‘more. There are men and women in
the church now, who are silent, dumb,
cowardly, because they know that there
13 one here, and another there, that can
say “you wronged me!” When those
‘men came back from their father’s buri-
al, and realized that he no longer stood
between them and Joseph, they sent
their father’s message to Joseph, which
reads in this way: ¢ Forgive, I pray
thee now, the trespass of thy brethren,

FORGIVENESS. ‘1
-and their sin, for they did unto thee
evil.” And then they themselves came,
fell- down before him, and in substance
repeated the same prayer, saying, “Be-
hold, we be thy servants.” And read-
er, if you have done wrong to anyone,
you owe to him and your own soul,
“ confession of the wrong. If you have
done wrong to the church, you owe to
it a humble confession. Yeou owe to
God humble and frequent confession
- for the wrongs done him in so many
ways. And when you come to confess
the wrongs done your brethren, confess
the wrongs you have done. Don’t con-
fess for any one else. If these men
when they came to confess had said,
“ We did wrong, but you Joseph, were
indiscreet, etc;” mixing with their con-
fession allusion to his errors, they would
have vitiated the excellence of their
confession. Confess the wrongs you
have done. And if you have a difficul-
ty with a brother, and are uncertain
whether you have done him any wrong
or not, you had still better go to him
and say, “If I have done you any
wrong, I am sorry.”

Confession is a means of grace not
much used now, I fear. This is one rea-
son why some cannot get the blessing
they desire. They have wronged their
brother, but will not acknowledge it in
their own hearts before God, and much
less to the injured party. The 'priests
of Baal cutting themselves on Carmel,
and erying to their dumb god, will get
an answer to prayer, just as soon as
those who have upon their souls the
burden of unconfessed wrongs done to
their brethren. The spirit with which
Joseph received the confessions of his
brethren, is well worthy of our atten-
tion. Suppose some one come to you
confessing, and you in your- heart say,
“I—I thought you would have tocome
to that—I thought so ;” rather glorying
in it. I tell you I would not give
much for your Christian spirit. hen
Joseph’s brethren came to him confess-
inghe “wept,” O the beauty of that
scene! The men who had done their
brother a wrong leng years ago, con-
fessing that wrong, and.that injured
brother weeping, not at what he had
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suffered, but in sympathy with his hum-
bled brethren who were confessing

their evil deed. Why has not some,

painter depicted this scene upon can-
-vass to charm the eye forever !
‘does live, lives here on the imperish-
able pages of God’s word, and shall
live forever. Hear Joseph's answer:
“ Fear not, am I in the place of God ?”
which was as much as to say—*“1 must
not take vengeance; in so doing I
would usurp the place of God, for ven-
geance belongs to him.” And when
* you go pouting around in a revengeful
Spirit, over injuries received from oth-
ers, you are usurping the place and

* office of God.

But when one comes to confess, be
sure to be in such a state of grace that
you can, at least give him a smile, with
the word of forgiveness, but it will be
better if you can give a fear, for “Jo-

-seph wept,” and said “Fear yenot; 1
-will nourish you and your little ones;
and he comforted them and spake kindly
-to them.” Heaping coals of fire upon
them—coals from the fire of love. d
thus the reign of love and harmony
was ingrafted among the sons of Jacob,
-which so far as we know, was nearly bro-
“ken. And this was not only right, but
“wise, for they had, and would have ene-
mies enough without being enemies fo
each other. They were in a strange land
whose inhabitants soon were to be their
.enemies. It was well for the brethren
to draw closely together in the embra-
ces of brotherly friendship. And what
folly for you to be at enmity, and wrong
‘each other. Is it not enough that the
.devil, who meets you at every step and
turn in life, tempts and tries you?
-Must you also. worry and annoy each
other 2 Will you be bushwhackers for
the devil in earrying on his guerrilla
operations against the human race?
And yet how many do this very: thing ?
How many called Methodists tear
and wound the souls of their brethren?
How many instead of becoming them-
rselves “peace-makers,” hinder those
-who are trying to fill that heavenly
.mission. Hereare A, B, and C. A.
and B. have a long standing, a chronic
«disagreement. B. thinks A, has injured

But it’

- let perfeet love melt away these

him, A. also feels aggrieved. I as'a
peace-maker—for such I should be—
try to soften both down and bring them
together. But. just about the time [
think they are getting nicely reconciled,
along comes C. to B. and saysin a very
solemn manner. “Did you know that
A. says so-and-so about you? isn’t that
mean ?” How the fire burns again, andI
am about ready to wish that C. had a sore
foot and & blistered tongue, so that the
difficulty between A.and B. might heal
But I will not wish that, only this, that
C. may have his heart filled with love
that he may be a peace-maker too.
How promotive of happiness is broth-
erly love ! another reason why recon-
ciliation is wise. I think that when
Joseph’s brethren found that he had
really forgiven them, that there was no
seam in their frieneship ; a burden roll-
ed from their hearts. Did you havea
little misunderstanding with a brother,
which was finally so perfectly adjusted
that unsullied friendship was restored
between you again? That was a happy
hour, was it not? - And is not that a
happy church in which every misunder-
standing has been removed by confes-
sion and forgivenessf{ And how much
greater is success in the affairs of life,
where reconciliation has been effected,
and harmony exists? Could Joseph
and his brethren have succeeded well if

‘they had kept on worrying each other?
And why is it that many churches drag
on from year to year without the con-
version of souls, or the sanctification of

believers? Why is it that many
are literally dying, dwindling to noth-
ing? In many of them, it is because
there are in them proud-hearted, car-
nally-minded members, who have differ-

. ences among them about a dollar, ora

cent, or an infinitesimal point in eti-
quette,  which they will not reconcile.
Stand on their dignity (oh what digni-
ty!) if they kill the church. Nourish
their pride if the whole church and
community go to perdition for it. Buf
differ-
ences—no, not perfect love, let the
Jfeeblest breath of grace—for that is
enough—melt away these differences
and disturbances, and the work of con-
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version and sanctification will sweep “ The Christian’s joy! a constant light,
on like the inevitable wind. * There- Forever present, ever bright,

fore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, ~ Calm sunshine of the soul.

and there rememberest that thy broth-  No cloud obscures its rhdiant beams,

er hath aught against thee, leave thy  No pressing doubt, no painful dream

gift before the altar, and go thy way:  Its influence can control. .
first be reconciled to thy brother, and PR o e R S S

THE CHRISTIAN'S JOY.

L4 ”
then dome and'offor thy gifl- . source of enjoyment. From him we
=:0are: draw life, health, strength, nourishment,
THE CHRISTIAN’S JOY. and all our comforts. He is the only
- fountain of true happiness, and as long:
B¥. O U ROEL. as we abide in him, he communicates

1. ScrreruraL illumination is a source fo. us all fese Blesngs. . Pepamie onr;
of joy to Christiaps. Let them for a SGIVESﬂfII'OH):tll:Im, £nd lg{e th_ehbran‘%h,
long time rest under the cloud of tempt- z?zyw stillw lrete:i’n ae ;:)lsitiI())‘:lns'u; = om:
o, then e the s of gt Gy, and pl aursves o apo th

o -
the soul. Take an individual that has Zz;) rt;he a;gh r(:safﬁlz)s’e‘z;am:l :_V:inare up

" enjoyed light and liberty ; confine him ; :

for years in some dark dungeon, then . The prospect of doing good to others
bring. him forth to enjoy the beauties of is 8 sou;c;, o %ﬁﬁh 39¥ I;O the r«;,lal foe}i
summer—how happiness fills his heart, OWer Of desus Lhrist.  Llow 1t cheer
So with those that have been brought the apastles, i heir frials and- perpocu,
forth from the prison-house of sin. tions, how;it cheered' the Wesle_y iR
‘When their dungeon flames with light, their labor of love! Amid a shower
their joy is often inexpressible. of stones, rotten eggs, and in terribla

2. The evidence of forgiveness is a 20bs of wicked men, when their lives

- source of joy. Take one who has been Were in danger, their prospect of saving
powerfully convicted. He sees his SOUS more than compensated for all
sins roll up mountain high before him. their toils. So with every lover of Jesus
They are numberless. He has sorrows Since that time. The most blessed
within, and troubles without, and they work in the world i %0 save sisqpl fron}
glmost crush him. But by- faith he oternal death, and hide a multitude o
is enabled to look to the Saviour and Sins: Many prof'essgr§ have.gone" in-
claim him as his present help and de- to.the vineyard of Christ, and %ave Pk
liverer. His burden rolls off, he-sees a down and are doing nothing. The rea-
smiling Saviour, while joy and peace SOU of this is because they have no love
like a river come pouring into his soul. for Ch“s.t{ nor souls. i
He can say like one of old, “my cup A positive hope of heaven is a source
runneth over.” of joy, to the soul that possesses it. A

8. The entire sanctification of the Pure heart has ahope high with immor-
soul is a source of great joy. There tality and eternal life. When the
are thousands of professors who live by Waves of trouble and afflictions roll
the great ocean of enjoyment and yet Over us in a fearful manner, friends
have never drunk from the fountain of forsake, and adversity comes upon us
Gospel fullness. The joy originating likea ﬂ_oo,d, then this hope will bear us
from this source is not like the little 8bove life’s stormy sea, so we can ride
rill that soon dries up, but it is like the upon its billows in perfect safety, and
ever flowing river, that runs deep and When the cold chilly waves of death
full. This joy enables the soul to “re- break over our heads, then our hope
will prove an anchor to the soul. So

joice evermore, pray without ceasing, :

in everything giving thanks, and to that we will be enabled to moor our

count it all joy when we fall into divers little bark, safely landed, in heaven’s
~ temptations.”

broad bay.

-
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THE WITNESS OF THE SPIBIT.

BY REV. R. DONEERSLEY.

This great blessing is.the privilege of
all irue believers. There is nothing in
the numerous Scriptures quoted in our
previous article on this subject on which
to ground the belief, or even the suppo-
sition, that they hold forth a condition
of Christian experience which is the

eculiar privilege of only a favored few.
%Ve think it hardly possible for any can-
did reader of those Scriptures to arrive
atany other conclusion concerning them
than that they are addressed to all
true believers, in every part of the
world, and throughout all time. While
not one of those Seriptures asserts,
or even intimates anything to the con-
trary, their plain, obvious meaning is
too manifestly that for which they were
quoted to admit of rational controversy.
_ If any of our readers feel disposed to

insist upon the reverse of this opinion
we. devolve the burden of the proof
upon him, as we are- not conversant
with any principle in logic which makes
it incumbent upon any man to prove
a negative.

Mr. Wesley says, “By a sense of
pardon I mean, a distinet, explicit assur-
ance that my sins ane forgiven. Ial-
low, first, that there is such an explicit
assurance; second, that itis the common
privilege of real Christians ; third, that
it is the proper Christian jfaith which
purifieth the heart and overcometh the
world.”

The appositeness of the following
quotation from Dr. Clarke, will fully
sjustify its length. Preaching once in
Plymouth, Eng., on the Witness of the
Spirit in the souls of believers, - after
having produced and commented on
those Seriptures which are supposed
most pointedly to contain the doctrine,
he said : : ‘ _

It might have been doubted that we
have mis-understood these Scriptures,
and made them the basis of an article
which they do not support, if the gen-
eral testimony of all the- sincere con-
verts of the gospel of Christ had not
illustrated the facts ; and had not the

-common lot of the people of God.

THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN AND GOLDEN RULE.

experience of those converts been uni-
form in this particular, while in many
cases, their habits of'life, education, and -
natural temperament, were widely dif-.
ferent. And this not only among per-
sons bred up with the same general
view of Christianity, in the same Chris-
tian communion, but among persons
bred up in different communions; with
creeds in many respects diametrically
opposed to each other! "And, farther,
this has been the same in persons.in
different climates and countries. All
who have been convineed of sin, right-
eousness and judgment—have truly re-
pented-of their sins, and taken refuge
in the blood of the cross, have had -
their burden of guilt taken away, and
the peace of God communieated, and
with the Spirit of God witnessing with
their spirit that they were the sons and
daughters of God Almighty, so that
they had no more doubt of their accept-
ance with God, than they had of their
existence.

“I should have never looked for

“the witness of the Spirit, had I not

found numerous Scriptures, which pos-
itively asserted, or held it out by neces-
sary induction; and had I not found
that all the truly godly, of every sect
and party possessed the blessing—a
blessing which is the common birth-
right of the sons and daughters of God.
‘Wherever I went among deeply relig-
ious people I found the blessing. All
who had turned from unrighteousness-
to the living God, and sought redemp-
tion by faith in the blood of the cross,
exulted in this grace. It was never
looked upon by them as a privilege
which some peculiarly favored souls
were blessed with ; it was known from
Scriptures and experience to be the
It
was not persons of a peculiar tempera-
ment who possessed it; all the truly
righteous had it, whether in their natu-
ral dispositions sanguine, melancholy
or mixed. Imet with it everywhere,
met with it among the most simple
and illiterate, as well as among those
who had every advantage which high
cultivation and deep learning could be-
stow. Perhaps I might with the strict-




UV EeEREFRAT PSRN

THE WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT, - 75"

 est truth say, that, during the last forty

years 1 have been in the ministry, I
have met with at least forty thousand
who had a full and clear evidence that
God, for Christ’s sake had forgiven their
sins, the Spirit itself bearing witness
with their spirit that they are the sons
and daughters of God. The number
need not surprise you when you learn
that every Methodist preacher convers-
es closely, and examines thoroughly,
every member of his society, concern-
ing the work of God upon their souls,
once every three months.”

Since Dr. Clarke penned the pre-
ceding, thousands upon thousands have
rapturously sung,

+ All glory and praise to Jesus our Lord,

So plenteous in grace, so true to his word ;
To us he has given the gift fromiabove,

The earnest of heaven, the spirit of love.

The truth of our God we boldly assert ;
Hisloveshed abroad,and power in our heart,
Ye all may inherit, on Jesus who call;

The gift of his Spirit is proffered to all.”

This doctrine i3 not a mere sectarian
tenef, . The opinion has long been ex-
tensively prevalent that the doctrine of
the Witness of the Spirit, is merely a
denominational peculiarity-—a danger-
ous sectarian fallacy—one of those nu-
merous anti-scriptural propagandisms
of that arch-heretic, John Wesley—
that it has been handed down by him
as a mischievous heir-loom to his duped
followers—and an heresy which the
successors of Wesley have spread
abroad in the Christian world with a
zeal and industry worthy of a better

‘cause.

Now, we readily, nay, we gratefully
allow that the doctrine of the witness
of the Spirit, in the heart of the be-
liever to the -all-important fact of his
personal adoption into the family of
God has always been a prominent topic
in Wesleyan pulpits. The prominence
which has been given to this cardinal
doctrine of Christianity by our ministry
has subjected them to much undeserved
ridicule. But, so far from this doetrine
being a novelty to Methodism, it has
been distinctly recognized by many of

the most eminent divines that have
adorned the several denominations of
Protestant Christianity. The theologi-
cal distincetions of Methodism do not— -
they never did—consist in novel tenets ;
but in the clearness and power. with.
which ithas ever illustrated and applied
the established doctrines of the English
Reformation.

The following testimonies may suffice
to show that this doctrine of “assurance
is no mere denominational peculiarity
—no mere sectarian tenet—no wicked
heresy to be charged against Methodism,
but that it has been set forth as an ar-
ticle of .the Christian faith, by different
branches of the universal Church of the
Redeemer, for centuries past.

During the reign of Queen Elizabeth,
and a considerable part of the succeed-
ing century, there were bound up with
the larger English Bibles, several pray-
ers, adapted to the use of families and
private Christians, and to these was ap-
pended, in the form of a creed, “ The
Confession of the Christian Faith.” In
this Confession is the following declara-
tion :—*“I believe and confess the Holy
Ghost, God: equal with the Father and

‘the Son, who regenerateth and sanctifi-

eth us, which ruleth and guideth us
unto all truth, PERSUADING MOST ASSUR-
EDLY IN OUR CONSCIENCES THAT WE BE
THE CHILDREN OF (GOD, BRETHREN TO
CHrisT JESUS AND FELLOW-HEIRS WITH
HivM 1o Live EvERLAsTING.” It may
suffice to show something of the impor-
tance which was attached to these pray-
ers, and this “Confession,” when we
consider the faet, that in the reign of
James the First, at least, they were
contained in the Book of Common
Prayer.

Take another testimony, gathered
from a widely different source than that
just now given. It is well known that
during the “Long Parliament” the use
of the Book of Common Prayer was
prohibited ; and an assembly of divines
were appointed to sit at W estminster,
to prepare new ecclesiastical formularies
and regulations. They drew up also the
Catechisms and Confession of Faith,
which are at this day acknowledged in
the Church of Secotland. Inthis “Con-
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fession,” in reference to prayer, the
minister is directed, as the mouth of
the congregation; to ask, “That the
-Lord would vouchsafe to shed his love
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost,

' SEAL UNTO US, BY THE SAME SPIRIT OF

ADOPTION, THE FULL ASSURANCE OF OUR
PARDON AND RECONCILIATION, corafort all
that mourn in Zion, speak peace to the
wounded and troubled spirit; and bind
up the broken-hearted.” :
Martin' Luther says, “Let us assure
ourselves that God sendeth his Spirit
into our hearts. This I say to confute

that pernicious doctrine of the Papists,

which taught that no ‘man certainly
knows whether he is in favor with God or
no, whereby they utterly defaced the
doctrine of faith, tormented men’s con-
sciences, banished Christ out of the
Church, and darkened and denied all
the benefits of the Holy Ghost.”

John Calvin speaks on this question
in the following language: “St. Paul
means that the Spirit of God gives
such a testimony to us, that, he being
our guide and teacher, our spirit per-
ceives our adoption to be certain. For
our mind, of itself, independent of the
preceding testimony of the Spirit,
could not produce this persuasion in us.
For while the Spirit witnesses that we

are the sons of God, he at the same

time inspires this eonfidence into our
minds, that we are bold to call God our
Father.” i

We select the following testimonies
from the English Martyrs :

Cranmer (1540). “The same Holy
Ghost doth also assure us that our sins
are forgiven, and that our pardon is
-signed with God’s seal.”

Bp. Hooper (1554). “Blessed is the
man in whom God’s Spirit beareth rec-
ord that he is the Son of God. I believe
-that the Holy Ghost is the pledge and
earnest of our inheritance, by which we
are assured, ascertained, and certainly
persuaded in our conscience, that we be
the children of God, and brethren adop-
tives to Jesus Christ, and consequently
-co-heirs to eternal life.”

Archbishop Usher (1650). -“ From
adoption flows all the Christian’s joy;
for the Spirit-of adoptiou is, first, a wit-

ness (Romans iii. 16,); second, a seal;
third, the pledge and earnest of our in-
heritance, setting a holy security upon
the soul, whereby it rejoiceth even in
affliction, in hope of glory.”

Bp. Pearson (1672). It is the office:
of the Holy Ghost to assure us of the
adoption of sons, to create in us a sense
of the paternal love of God towards us,
to give us an earnest of our everlasting
inheritance.”

‘We present the following testimonies
on this doetrine from Puritan and non-
conformist divines: ;

Perkins (1626), speaking on Rom.
viii, 15, 16 says, “In these words are
two testimonies of our adoption set
down. The first is the Spirit of God.
dwelling in us, and testifying unto us
that we are God’s children. The second
testimony of our adoption is our own
spirit, that is our conscience sanctified
and renewed by the Holy Ghost.” -

Byfield (1687). “The adopted have
the Spirit within them to testify that
they are the sons of God, as the seal
and earnest of their inheritance.”

Goadwin (1653). “ A man may have
good assurance that he is a child of
God.” '

Simon Ford (1655). “The testimo-
ny of the Spirit is immediate by his
influence upon the hearts, quickening
and calming all distrust and diffidence

.concerning - its condition, by his own

immediate power.”

To the preceding testimonies might
be added that of those distinguished
divines—Browning, Barrow, Andrews,
Owens, Witsius, and many others.

The testimonies here given extend
overa period of more than one hundred -
years. They are gathered from divines
who differed widely from each other,
in points of doctrine, in ecclesiastical
regulations, in modes of religious wor-
ship. But, while we perceive. all these
differences on other matters, we cannot
fail to see a remarkable harmony—in
some instances even in the forms of ex-
pression—on this one, this very impor-
tant point of religious experience, under
present discussion. Each of the men
here quoted from, were renowned for
their piety, their talents, learning, and
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ecclesiastical, and official position and
influence. These facts, all taken into
gecount, we cannot but regard the opin-
ions of these distinguished men as of
great weight and importance, upon a
question of ‘vital moment to man’s hap-
piness here, and to his safety hereafter.

It has been the aim of these two
articles to prove that the witness of .the
Spirit to the fact of the believers adop-
tion is taught in the Seriptures—that it
is confirmed by the experience and tes-
timony of Christian men and women of
modern times—that this invaluable
blessing is attainable by all who truly
and scripturally seek for it—that this
doctrine is no mere sectarian tenet.
Whether the soundness of these several
propositions has been demonstrated,
must be left to others than ourself to
determine. 'We ask on the part of each
af our readers a careful, candid and
prayerful examination of the arguments
adduced, and the proofs presented in
behalf of these several propositions.
May the divine Spirit guide each of us
—both writer and readers—in the way
af-all truth. If this Spirit but witness
with our spirit to the fact of our per-
sonal adoption into the family of God,
we shall be guided aright in reference
to every Christian duty, and we shall
thereby ultimately be guided to the
home of the sanctified, to the glorious
abode of, “the spirits of just men made
perfect.” '

If the views advanced in these two
papers are in harmony with the teach-
ings of divinely inspired truth, is it
wise, is it safe for the professed disciples
af Christ to live a single day without
the indubitable consciousness of sins

forgiven ?%—without the tangible evi-

dence of their personal possession of re-
newing and converting grace? We
think not. How, otherwise than by
this direct witness of the Spirit, can we
have present “ peace with God, through
aur Lord Jesus Christ?” *How, other-
wise, can we rejoice in the hope of par-
ticipating in that “far more exceeding,
and eternal weight of glory” now held
in reserve for all such as “by patient
continuance in ‘well-doing, seek for
glory, immortality, and eternal life ¥’

THE SPIRIT.

It is only by this direct witness of the
Spirit that we can
“ Read our title clear
To mansions in the sky.” :
How important and weighty becomes
the apostolic exhortation, as bearing
specially upon this one point of relig-
ious life and experience, ‘Examinms
yourselves whether ye be in the faith.
Know ye not yourselves, how that
Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be
reprobates ?” (I Cor. xiii, 5.) In this
particular direction, let the Christian
duty of self-examination be candid and
thorough. If this divine impression
upon our hearts of sins forgiven is real
and genuine, and not a mere spurious
and delusive feeling, it will ever be
accompanied by the fruits of the Spirit.
"“If any man have not the Spirit of
Christ, he is none of his.” But if any
man have the Spirit of Christ we shall
behold in his- exterior life, “love, joy,
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, good-
ness, faith, meekness, temperance.”
(Gal. v, 22,23.) Then let our song be:
“Short of thy love I would not stop,
A stranger to the Gospel hope,
The sense of sins forgiven ;
I would not, Lord, myself deceive,
‘Without the inward witness live,
The antepast of heaven.”
Happy, truly happy, thrice’ happy,
they who can constantly sing :
“His Spirit which he gave,
Now dwells in us we knbw;
The witness in ourselves we have,
And all its fruits we show.
The meek and lowly heart,
That in our Saviour was, ;
To us his Spirit doth impart,
And signs us with the cross.”

>

TrE mare of Gabriel is not so pleas-
ant and sweet in the ear of God, even
when it gives its choicest notes, as is
the plaintive wail of a weeping and
true penitent at the feet of Jesus, or
the joyful exclamations™ of praise from
the lips of any one of his own dear

children, the subjects of his redee
grace. All] heaven is entranced wi
such sounds. s ;
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THE SAD FATE OF RUMSELLERS,

“Tae Rumseller,” says T. P. Hunt,
“is wont to die a bankrupt—his sons
and clerks to die drunkards—his daugh-
ters to marry drunkards—and his fam-
ily to waste away by the ravages of
vice.” Says a mecchant, “I have been
engaged in trade and commerce in this
city upwards of twenty-two years, and
occupied the store [ am now in during
the whole time. Not an individual orig-
inally near me is now to be found, save
three flour merchants. In casting my
eyes around the old neighborhood, and
looking back to the period above men-
tioned, I ask, Where are they now?

" On my left were a father and his two
soms, grocers, in prosperous business.
The sons went down to the grave sev-
eral years singe in poverty, confirmed
drunkards. On my right was a firm ot
long and respectable standing, engaged
in foreign commerce, the junior partner
of which some years since died, con-
firmed in this habit.
above, was one holding a highly re-
sponsible position under our State Gov-
ernment. At first, he was seen to stop
and take a little gin and water; and
soon -he was seen staggering in the
street; presently he was lajd in the
grave, a victim to intemperance. On
the corner immediately opposite my

store, was a grocer, doing a moderate:

business. Being addicted to drink, in
a state of intoxication he went into
the upper loft of his store at noon-day,
put fire into an open keg having powder
in it, blew the roof off his store, and him-
self into eternity. One door beyond this
corner was a father, an officer in one
of our churches, a grocer, and his two
sons. Both sons have long since been
numbered with the dead, through the
effects of drink; a son-in-law of the
above father, pursuing the same_ busi-
ness, following the practice of the sons,
has come to the same end; a young
man, clerk and successor in the same
store, has also gone down to the grave
from the same cause.- On the other
side of the Slip, a wealthy grocer died,
leaving a family of several young men,
three of whom, together with a sister

Five or six doors

THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN GOLDEN" AND RULE.

and her husband, have since died in
poverty, confirmed drunkards. Next
door to this, a junior partner of one of
the most respectable grocers in this
city has long since followed the above.
from the same cause, leaving behind
him two brothers, comparatively young
in years, but old in this vice, now living
on the charity of friends.”

B
TOBACCO.

The man who is a slave to tobacco
makes it his idol. And has not God
said in thunder tones. #Thou shalt
have no other god before me?’ And
are we not informed in the Bible that
whoever breaks the least of God’s com-
mandments is guilty of the whole?
‘Why will a man hazard his soul for that
which is fast making a wreck of his
body ? When the starving man is fed,
his soul is for the time satisfied. When
the appetite craving for tobacco is grat-
ified then the soul is also satisfied. Yes
satisfied’ to lie down in the jaws of .
death—in the whirpool of destruction !
But when death approaches where is
your surety ; where is your guide to
the pearly gates? You have made to-
baceo your god, but it does not grow
in heaven, so you do not want to go
there. You have allowed it to lull your
conscience all through the journey and
now your consolation forsakes you af
the portal of the other world. You
have been idle in regard.to spiritual
things in this life and now an eternity
of idleness awaits you. This morning,
while conversing with a tobacco devotee,
he said, “I must have my tobacco. If
is more company to me when alone
than any person could be. 'When I try
to break off using it I want something
all the time, and then I have to begin
again.” If then, it is such a cruel mas-
ter, let me implore you, young men, to
beware of the fetters. Do not think
because others use it that. this is any
excuse for you. You are individually
responsible to God your Maker, for the
sins you commit. = Heed a timely warn-
ing and studiously avoid an evil so
destructive to soul and body.
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COMMUNION WITH GOD.

BY REV. T. S. LADUE,

Tue capacity for this is man’s grand
quality, distinguishing him as unspeak-
ably superior to all else upon earth. It
would be absurd to ascribe this to an
irrational animal, or a vegetable, or even
to a vast planet, but “fthere is a spirit
in man, and the inspiration of the
Almighty giveth him understanding.”
Man was especially created for this. It
was his original state in Eden. God,
in the Hebrew “ Elokim” and plural
number, is the most social of all
beings. His infinite heart loves the
perfect communion of the Threein One,
who, in divine association and council

- said, “ Let us make man in our image”

and who calls Jesus ¢ well-beloved
Son” and also loves and craves com-
munion with his intelligent creatures;
and he created them especially for this
highest of all enjoyments.

Man as a fallen being does not have
this communion, and in this lack is the
essential injury of the fall. 'What has
“Your iniquities
have separated between you and your
God.” Sin is selfishness, selfishness is
exclusive, 7 becomes the god, to which
the creature himself bows, and would
have all others bow, including even the
Almighty. This was the infernal es-
sence of the first temptation. And Eve

and Adam took it as their ruling prin-’

ciple when they virtually said, “I will
do my own pleasure and the Lord God
must yield.” Thus man has cut him-
selfoff from God, and consequently from
spiritual life, and is proving the bitter-
uess of the curse, “for in the day thou
eatest thereof, thou shalt die,” dying
thou shalt die. The Scriptures declare
man to be spiritually dead. “ Through
theoffence of one, many—all—are dead.”
“And you being dead in your sins and
the uncircumcision of fyour flesh” or

- carnal heart, - Christ says, “I am come
. that they might have life,” being desti-

tute of it. A plant has vegetable, a
stone, mineral, and a beast, animal life,
but they are dead to man, as to com-
nuning with him. So man, dead in

sins, has physical, intellectual, and we
may add even moral life, but he is dead
to God, does not commune with him.
This spiritual death is so intense, that
man is represented as being buried.
Christ says, “ Verily, verily, I say unto
you the hour is coming, and now is,
when the dead shall hear the voice of the
Son of God; and they that hear shall
live,” (John v, 55.) contrasting it in
the 28th and 29th verses with resurrec-
tion from the grave. All regenerated
souls realize that this communion has
been broken by sin, because they experi- -
mentally understand the renewal of it
through Christ, and that in this renewal
is the only spiritual life, without which
the soul is dead,—in the condition which
Daniel Webster once, with eloquent
emphasis, declared to be the most terri-
ble, mortal can be in, “having no
hope and without God in the word.”
The lack. of this communion is the
source of all the selfishness, and of all
the misery spiritual and physical that
has cursed this earth. It is the cause
of death in every form to soul and body,
death of moral purity and happiness,
and of physical perfection.

The prime object of the atonement
is to restore this communion, by bring-
ing man, a rebel against God, and God
wrathful against the rebel at one mo-
ment, again into the primal union which
existed between them before the fall.
The process of this restoration may be
illustrated by Gal. ii, 20. “Iam cru-
cified with Christ, nevertheless I live,
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.”
First comes the crucifixion of self, the
soul groaning under conviction is nailed
by the condemning spirit of the law to
the cross. The rough nails penetrate
and the spear pierces. The “ old man”
quivers in every fibre. He is dying to
all selfrighteousness and reliance. . He
is being erucified by Christ as a convict-
ing Spirit, as well as with Him as “a

‘curse hanging on a tree.” He yields

the last gasp, he dies. The Great High
Priest, offering the sacrifice, sprinkles
it with His own blood, and presents it
to a Holy God. He says, “accépted,”
and then Jesus touches the dead with
the finger of His humanity, and God-
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head with the finger ofHis Divinity,
and the electric current of the Spirit—
of Life, spiritual, divine, eternal, flashes
through every avenue of his being, and
he springs up, crying “I live, yet not I,
but Christ lveth in me.” The com-
munion broken by the first Adam is
restored by the second.- The soul now
understands the many scriptures read-
ing, “Born again, born of the Spirit,
born from above, God shall dwell in
them, Christ in you. If so be that the
Spirit of God dwell in you. Partakers
of the Divine nature.” This commun-
ion is not merely-a life, as some vital
principle apart from Z}od, but is the
Life, the Eternal Word Himself actually
present in the soul.

In the possession of this communion
is found every spiritual grace. Man
has purity, love, faith, in fine any grace,
in proportion to “the measure of the
gift of Christ” “the unspeakable gift,”
occupying his soul. This is illustrated
by I Cor. i, 30. “Sanctification” is
not a mere abstract blessing to be
sought after as in any sense, separate
from Christ, for he is made unto us,
not a sanctifier, who does a work in the
soul and then leaves it, but “sanctifica-
tion” continually abiding there, and by
the fullness of #is presence crowding
out carnal nature. Sanctification comes
- from Jesus, filling the entire sonl, and the
moment he leaves; being grieved away,
the blessing is gone, because it consists
not in a mere change of the nature of
the soul, but by the presence of him
reigning there supremely. So of any.
Christian grace, “ Christ is all.”” There-
fore Madame Guyon and Fenelon say
so much about seeking after, and ob-
taining the Giver himself, instead of
his gifts simply, for in the possession of
Him we get also the gifts. We come
to Christ not for the rest itself, but for?
Christ himself, and whosoever gets him
in the soul gets the higher rest. Are
you weak? “I can do all things through
' Christ, which strengtheneth me.” Are
you defenceless? He is the Rock and
High tower. Do you thirst? He is
the Water of Life. Are you ignorant
of spiritual things? get more of Jesus,
or he is made unto us wisdom ; and so
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on, for every want of the soul can be
found mentioned in Scripture a corres-
ponding supply in Jesus. Thus all
scripture and experience go to show,
that the perfection of the soul is pro

portioned to the perfection of its com

munion with Christ. All goodness in
man lies in this, apart from it the soul
is dead. He is determined to bind his
accountable creatures to himself by
teaching them this lesson. For he
yearns for and he will have intercourse
with them, and he invites and urges
them to it, by making their true per

fection and happiness dependent upon
and proportioned to the degree it is ex-
perienced and enjoyed. The Rible is
to a great extent a history of the ‘com

munion of saints with God. “ Enoch
walked with God,”—how intensely ex-
pressive. Time would fail to tell of
Abraham and all the rest, and the com

munion of those worthies, was not
necessarily that of merely hearing
sounds and witnessing wonderful mani-
festations of Deity, for God’s children
know that the “still, small voice” of
the Spirit directing the soul in many
of the experiences of life, has an inef
fable Divinity more unmistakable than
any sight or sound, which no creature
angelic, infernal or human can coun

terfeit.

This espousal of the soul to the
heavenly bridegroom and the contin
uance of the wedlock is celebrated
by many festal manifestations. The
bride is often so enraptured by if, that
the body sinks and she exclaims, “He
brought me to the banqueting house,
and his banner over me was love. Sta
me with apples; for 1 am sick of love.”
Cant. 2, 4, 3. Or the tongue, “out o
the abundance of the heart,” like the
healed leper, “with a loud voide glori-
fies God.” Or like men intensely and
properly excited under some moment:
ous secular truths, such as uttered by
some great orator, under circumstances
eminent with vital interests—as the
rush of troops into battle, so the shout
of the soul excited by the Almighty
pouring the overwhelming tide of s&
cred truth all through its channels, and
filling with Divine communion, is press
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ed forth with a holy vehemence utterly
inexpressible by any articulate word.

.Such a shout, or shrill, startling cry,

from all that we lcan gather, in the sa-
cred story, accompanied with the blasts
of ram’s horns, arose from the multi-
tude of Israel when the walls of Jericho
“fell down flat.” Hence may it not
with some propriety, be termed the “Jer-
icho shout,” and in some sense also the
expression of “the joy unspeakable and
full of glory ¥’ Sometimes the bride
exhilarated with this -communion, danc-
es like David, before the ark, and leaps
like the lame man madesound. Again
burdens arise from it, wringing out
yearnings and “groanings which cannot
be uttered.” -The natural man mocks
at these exhibitions of ecstacy or of
holy agony, because he discerneth not
the things of the Spirit of God, for they
are foolishness unto him.”

So they mocked Christ’s firstfdisciples,

Filled with pentecostal wine,

As foretold by sacred prophets,

Speaking of this latter time ;

They shall drink and shall be noisy,

Holy Zachariah said,

As through wine of sparkling temper

Pautting life into the dead.

% And they shall be filled like bowls,
and as the corners of the altar.” Zach.
ix, 15. :

Wo unto those who resist these dem-
onstrations, either in themselves or
others. They are God’s mode or ac-
companiments of opening and continu-
ing his personal converse with the soul.
The great thing is to have communion
with him ; for then “the love of God
is shed abroad in our hearts by the
Holy Ghost which is given unto us.”
And Jesus says, “If a man love me he
will keep my words.” One meaning
of this doubtless is, that the soul per-
vaded with divine love will go forth
spontaneously in loving, acting obedi-
ence to God. And the degree of our
love for him -corresponds to the degree
of the Holy Ghost shed abroad in our
hearts. Therefore if we keep full of
the Spirit or divine communion, Wwe
shall be full of love, and then we will
obey God. And He has peculiar ways

of filling with his Spirit, or peculiar
operations -attend this inspiration.—

-Numbers can witness that most soul-

darkening, deadening, and damning
consequences have followed resistance
of these manifestations, for thus the
Spirit is grieved and driven away.
Divine fellowship is gone, and the soul
is dead. -

Nothing can be substituted for this
communion. The word written or
preached cannot be. ~The word, the
mere idea, initself, is dead. The Spirit
in himself is life. God is so jealous of
this actual, sensible intercourse, that he
has in infinite wisdom so arranged, that
the word gives no instruction in regard
to multitudes of the ways of human
life for which specific dictation is need-
ed in order that the soul desiring to be
“filled with theknowledge of his will,”
may be compelled to go immediately
to him for guidance, and thus be con-
strained to lean upon his arm continn-
ally in actual, heartfelt companionship,
more sensible than that with a bosom
friend. Like Enoch, we “walk with
God.” Isit-not his design under this
pre-eminently Holy Ghost dispensation,
as well as pre-eminently a dispensation
of seriptural light, that we should enjoy
an intimacy with him as close, and be
led in holy walk by him as personally
and unceasingly as those under the dis-
pensation of “lesser glory?’ Yes, our
fellowship with the Father and the Son,
and the communion with the Holy
Ghost may be; if anything, freer and
fuller. Is there not more danger of
depreciating this Spirit than the word ?

The kingdom of God is set up in the
soul enjoying this communion. “The
kingdom of God is within you” A
kingdom before which earthly empires
fade, for they may possess all that the
world considers great and desirable and
still lack that which alone has value—
God. While this soul has Him, reign-
ing in a kingdom more desirable in his
eyes than Heaven itself, of the diamond ,
walls and streets of gold,—a holy heart.
This man, and only he, can pray intelli-
gently the Lord’s prayer, “Thy King-
dom come,” for he comprehends that it
is “righteousness and peace and joy in
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the Holy Ghost.” =

This communion constitutes the es-
sence of Heaven. Hence the mistaken
notion of the unregenerate in regard to
Heaven. It is a place of mere sensual
delights and splendor to their imagina-
tions—of golden streets, jeweled pal-
aces, crystal streams, beds of flowers,
waving trees, and beautiful and glorious
inhabitants. But the one initiated into
the mystery “Christ in you,” says, “I
had rather live in a world like this, with

all its temptations and sufferings, with -

the communion I enjoy with Jesus, than
in such a place without him.” Satan
hates this communion more than he
. hates -anything else. He directs his
most subtle and far-reaching devices
against it. He has the soul securely
dead in sin that fails to attain it. The
history of the Church shows that his
chief triumphs there, consist in unspir-
itualizing her. He finds Zion on' the
day of Pentecost enjoying a full flow
of the union. It continued for three
hundred years, then degenerated into a
shell of a form, where the Spirit was
ruled out, and the merely ideal and
theoretical, and human reasonings and
doings ruled in. How Satan has suc-
ceeded in substituting ideas, theories,
- doctrines, human plannings and forms,
for the living Spirit. And these may
be scripturally and theoretically perfect
t00, and still be dead, dead, dead. Ve-
hicles, yea deceptions as Satan uses
them, on which thousands are rolling
down to hell, and all because the soul
using them is destitute of communion
with the Spirit. Go into one of the
colossal churches of our land, and you
will see fine pictures of Jesus from his
nativity to the cross, lining the walls.
Mammoth windows of stained glass
portray the LastSupper and the Passion.
An altar, inspiring the beholder with a
kind of awe, rears itself at one end of
the great room, with the letters I. H. S.
in characters of light, surrounded by a
halo, beaming from its front. Here,
all through, is much of imposing form,
but amid all we seem to see Satan with
a diabolical grin pointing to it and say-
ing, “see what capital I am making out

of your Jesus.”  Amidst all this repre- .
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sentation of him, there was no Jesus
there, for there was no divine commun-
ion, only a splendid external. So Sa.
tan has succeeded, after awhile, accord-
ing to the same principle, if not the
same mode, in ruling the Holy Ghost
out of, do I speak truly when I say
every church of every age ? God forbid
that such should any longer be the
fate of Zion. But may we be ever
filled with this Divine Communion.

CHRISTIAN éAl;.D PLAYING.
BY WM. M. SULLIVAN.

Wz were very much inclined to
think, since God converted our soul,
that the impropriety of playing check-
ers, backgammon, cards, dice and the
like would not be questioned by any

.one desiring to be a Christian. But

from an article we saw in one of our
religious organs, we infer that these
things are tolerated by those who bear
the name of Christians. Oh, what a
contrast there is existing between the
elements embodied in- this name, and
the degrading associations of the card
table! In the Scriptures we read “If
we have not the Spirit of Christ, we
are none of his.” Can you conceive
of Christ or his disciples indulging in
or tolerating such a practice. If card
players had been in among the exchang-
ers in the temple, they would, we think,
have been driven out with the others.
Is the influence of card-players for

Christ, or against him? Do theygath-

er with him or scatter abroad ?

If you have children it is your duty
to piously educate them, to bring them
up in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord. In order to do this, you
must give to your precepts the power
of a pious life, a holy example, and let
not your household be contaminated
by cards, checkers, dice, the New York

- Ledger, novels, and the like. Spurn

them as you would a viper, or one that
would administer to you poison, and
let your dwelling be emphatically the
shrine of God, on whose walls shall be
inseribed “ HoLINESS TO THE LORD !”

Oh, brethren, come out from the
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world and be separate, and touch not
the unclean thing, and God will receive

us and we shall be his sons and daugh--

ters, and he will pour out such a bless-
ing upon us, that there will not be room
enough to contain it, and we will be led
to exclaim with the pious John Fletch-
er. “Oh, God, stay thy hand or en-
large the vessel.”
Go, wing thy flight from star to star,
To luminous worlds as far [wall,
As the wide universe spreads its flaming
Take all the pleasures of all the spheres
And multiply each throughout endless years
One minute of hehven is worth them all.
Brighton, 1.

CABIN PASSAGE.

BY JAMES WHITEKER.

GrLorY to God! the writer has been
sailing on board the “old ship of Zion”
for almost seven years. It was at a
}érotracted meeting held at Pleasant

rove, Ill., in 1858, the old gospel ship

~came near the shore, and when the stage
plank was shoved out for the reception of
passengers, I stepped on board! Since
then through tempest and storm, I have
been wafting along towards the harbor
of the glory world. But oh! for five
years I was only a “deck passenger,”
and on boiler deck at that. Sometimes
(at revival seasons), I would ascend the
stairs, where I could look in and see
the cabin passengers, but could not go
in, no, I was not fit to enter where
everything was pure and clean, I was
only fit for a deck passenger. :

But, blessed be God, I have found a
better way! In 1863, a copy of the
“ Earnest Christian” happily fell into my
hands, for which I shall ever praise God.
I read the experience of several emi-
nent Christians, who professed Sanctifi-
cation. 1 felt that what they called
“Sanctification” was what I wanted,
and determined never to rest until I was
in possesion of it. I went to Chaplain

and laid my case before him,
He told me that

2 3

and asked advice.

the doctrine of sanctification, as taught.

by some Methodists was all a delusion,

seeking till T find it.”
. months, seeking almost day and night,
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and advised me never to seek for such
a thing, assuring me that no such state
was attainable in this life. At first I

‘came near being caught in the snare,

but as I went out, conviction again re-
turned strong as ever, I took my Bi-
ble, and commenced reading to find .
what it said on the subject. I read
there that it was the will of God, even
my sanctification. Also Paul’s prayer
for the Thessalonians, that they might
be sanctified wholly, and. preserved in
this %oly state. My heart said, “Itis
enough—its for me, and I'll never stop

After three

I saw that I had been seeking it by
works and not by faith. New light
broke in, and I saw as I never had seen
before. Inow saw that the consecration
must be complete. What! consecra-
ted to God with my mouth full of
tobacco, spitting on everything around
me? Consecrated to God, and spend-
ing twenty or thirty dollars a year to
gratify one lust of the flesh? Oh, I
saw the inconsistency. 1 threw my to-
bacco away, and consecrated the money
to God, and when the consecration was
complete, God accepted it. I felt the
refining fire of the Holy Spirit pass
through my heart, consuming the dross,
and a heavenly calm filled my soul. My
heart exclaimed, “This is sanctifica-
tion!” Halleluyjah to God! I know
now of a truth that * ¢ke dlood of Jesus
Christ saves from all sin.” Yes, I felt
it in my soul; Inow went up into
the cabin! Since then I have been liv-
ing in the cadin, where the atmosphere
is purer, the fare better, and the com-
pany of the choicest kind. Hallelujah
to God! I am now gliding sweetly

“along towards the port of heaven, sing-

ing as I go,

“Qut on an ocean all boundless I ride, -
I'm homeward bound! homeward bound I”

Soon may I be able to sing

““Into the harbor of heaven now I glide,

I’'m home at last! home at last—
Glory to God, all my sufferings are o’er,
I stand secure on the glorified shore,
Glory to God! I will shout ever more
T’'m home at last ! home at last!”

Little Rock, Ark. -
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ZEAL; .
BY REV. J. G. TERRILL.

“Jtis good to be zealously affected alwaysin a
good cause.”—Paul.

According to Webster, zeal is a “pas-
sionate ardor in the pursuit of anything.
In general, an eagerness of desire to
accomplish or attain some object; and
it may be manifested either in favor of
some person or thing, or in opposition
to it, and in a good or bad cause.”

Zeal indicates the object of desire;
as it gives warmth, life and energy
to action; and the object desired the
most, draws forth the strongest mani-
festations of zeal. Thus the man that
cares more for this world than the
world to come, will have a zeal for the

ane and be more or less indifferent as~
He who desires the suc-

to the other.
cess of Christianity above all things,
will manifest it by a willingness to sac-
rifice all beside. He that loves God
with all his heart, can let all else go
sooner than him.

Zeal takes its moral character jfrom
that of its object. The apparent ob-
ject may not be the real one; it may
.be but the means through which,- or
the cover under which the real object is
‘sought. Whatever the real object may
be, it gives moral character to the zeal.

The moral character of the object is-

determined by its agreement or disa-
greement with moral law: that re-
quires, “ ZThou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and thy neigh-
&or as thyself ;” that is there must be
absolute submission to the divine will,
and we must place our neighbor upon
an equality with ourselves. When the
object agrees with these principles, zeal
for it is holy. In proportion as the ob-
ject approaches or recedes from this
rule, is the moral worth of zeal in-
creased or diminished. -

Zeal in the cause of Christ has been
compared with that of the things of this
world, but it suffers nothing from the
comparison if rightly judged. The
same degree of it for the things of God,
that would be justifiable for the things
of this life, is called enthusiasm. Zeal
for wealth, knowledge and fame has

been applauded, and those who succeed
have been honored, and this is held out
as an inducement to the young to put
forth greater effgrts to secure them.
But it is selfish in its character—neith-
er seeking the glory of God, nor the
good of mankind—it is sinful in its
nature, and tends to lead the mind

away from God. Zeal in the cause of .

Christ, as it seeks the glory of God by
humbling ourselves and exalting him,
and the equal good of our fellow-men
by receiving all upon a common level

with ourselves, is holy, and far more

noble than that for the things of this
world. He is the noblest character
that humbles himself for the glory of
God and the good of man. W hile zeal
for selfish interests invariably degrades
its possessor, making him proud, obdu-
rate and selfish—a dishonor to God,
and an injury to his race, the other ele-

vates by softening the heart and throw- .

ing open the treasures of kindness and
enjoyment to all around, making him
an honor to God and a blessing to the
world. :
Superiority of interest requires supe-
rior zeal. Inasmuch as the interests of
ourselves and others connected with
Christianity are far. superior to those
we have noticed, they demand a superi-
or zeal. If it is praisewarthy to spare
neither pain nor toil to secure them, how
much more to save ourselves and others!
Earthly things can go no farther than
the grave, but he whose life has been
given to the service of God, raising his
fellow-men from sin and iniquity, to
righteousness and holiness, has that

‘which will .go with him through the

wasteless ages of eternity, continually
blessing and elevating as long as etern-
ity endures. Zeal in the cause of Christ
should know no bounds but the accom-
plishment of its object. In view of the
interests of the soul—heaven with its
delights, hell with its horrors—it is
sinful to be cool, to be moderate. Let
zeal be fanned to its utmost heat until
the rich divide with the poor, the learn-
ed instruct the ignorant, until the grades
of society give way before the onward
march of christianity, and Christ shall
be all in all,
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Zeal should be guided by knowledge,
—knowledge of eternal things, and of
mankind. If it be according to the
rule given above—the glory of God
and the equal interest of our neighbor
with ourselves—it will soon become
regulated, as it will seek the best means
to accomplish its chject. Direct it,
but never quench it. If it uses the
wrong weapons, give it better. If it
makes too much of non-essentials, in-
struct it, but do not kill it. Souls are
going down to hell—sinking to endless
woe—and we need all the fire and-erer-
gy we can get. An unfeeling, soulless
consistency, is more to be dreaded than
a blundering zeal that is “at it, and
always at it.” Oh, to be able to say,
“ The zeal of thine house has eaten me
up.”

—_————————————
"EXPERIENCE OF

MRS, LUCY P. PATTON.

I was brought up to attend Presby-
terian meetings. Through the influence
of kind friends [ joined the church at

the age of eleven. I had never met
with a change of heart. As I grew
older I felt very uneasy in belonging to a
church, knowing within myself that I
was not right in the sight of God. I
had always attended Sabbath school
and became quite familiar with the
Bible. I theresaw thatahypocrite was
not what I wished to be. I made a re-
quest to leave the church. They re-
fused permission, but I was resolved to
doit. I told them I should never meet
them again in church-meetings, and as-
sured them I had no evidence that I wasa
Christian, if they had. I mention these
things, for, trifling as they may appear,
ey came near being my eternal ruin,
Ibelieved very little in religion. * I had
been taught from my childhood that
. the Methodists were' a very ignorant
people, that they made a great deal of
noise and were very excitable, that they
expected to get to Heaven by their
good works; and above all, that the
doctrine of holiness was contrary. to
the Bible. I had become almost con-
firmed in the belief that Universalism
2
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was as good as any creed. There was
the Bible, however, before me and my
having learned so much of it by heart,
it was ever reproving me.

At the age of thirty-four, God, in his
infinite merey, sought me out, and for-
gave me my sins and put a new song °
in my mouth, even praises to God. I
walked in the licht of his countenance,
but after awhile I fell in with the cus-
toms of the day, and became a formal
worshipper, always trying to do duty
and hoping I should get to Heaven.
Those early teachings against holiness
made me an unbeliever in the doctrine. - -
Ifound my heart was full of prejudice,
and every evil work. I was in the
broad road to death, as three-fourths of
professing Christians are, I fear, this
day “having a form of godliness, but
denying the power. From such turn
away.” lcan say to-day that Ishave
“turned away” from them. I ‘have
sought. for that pure love that ‘casts
out all fear. I can testify to that grace
that saves from all filthiness of the
flesh and from all uncleanness. Jesus
dwells in my heart continually, and that
by love. Glory to God for salvation
that saves to the uttermost! It is my
meat and drink to do the will of my
Heavenly Father. Jesus saves me
now. I feel that pure love springing
up in my heart that makes me rejoice
with joy unspeakable and full of glory.
A few months ago I was like the phar-
isee of old when he looked- upon the
poor publican. I feel to praise the
Lord for the way in which he has led
me. Iam willing now that the proud
pharisee should point at me the finger
of scorn. I wantto be at the feet of
my blessed Master. I find that many
things are said of me since I have got
into this narrow way. [am glad I am
accounted worthy to suffer reproach for
the sake of Jesus. I am glad Ican join
in praise to God when young converts
get so happy and shout Glory to God
in the highest. I am glad I have relig-
ion enough so that the world hates me,
for it hated my Saviour before. Come
out of her, my people, and be not par-
takers of her sins.

Fagle Village, N. Y. -
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THE LIGHT HOUSE WATCHER.

Many a soul on life’s dark ocean,
Void of helm or oar,

Battling with the waves’ commotion,
Seeks a quiet shore ;

Brother Christian, thine the labor
By the light of love,

To assist thine erring neighbor
To the port above.

Tike the lighthouse watcher, keeping
Every beacon bright,

Waking, while the world is sleeping,
‘Wrapt in thickest night;

‘There is many an ocean ranger,
Out upon the shoals,

Friends and comrades are in danger ;
Save their precious souls.

\

Hold the light for one another,
“Tis the Lord’s command,

‘Seize thy shipwrecked drowning brother _-

‘With a manly hand.
Rouse him up to life and action,
Ply the means to save,
And by love’s divine attraction,
Lift him from the wave.

Hold the light up higher, higher,
.Thousands need your aid,

‘Throw its flashes nigher, nigher, :
Urge, consirain, persnade;

Borrow torches from the altar,
Blazing like the sun,

Hold them up, nor flag, nor falter,

Till thy work is done. .

S

JUST AS I AM.

s

Just ag I am—without one plea,

But that thy blood was shed for me,

.And that thou bidd’st me come.fo thee,
O Lamb of God, I.come!

.Just as I am—and waiting not .
To rid my soul of one dark blot, -
~'To thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot
O Lamb of God, I come!

Just as T am—though tossed about

‘With many a conflict, many a doubt,

Fightings within, and fears without,
0 Lamb of God; I.come!

THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN AND &OLDEN RULE. .

. Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind—

' Sight, riches, healing of the mind,
Yea, all I need, in thee to find,
O Lamb of God, I comet

Just as I am, thou wilt receive,

‘Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve,

Becaunse thy promise, I believe, :
O Lamb of God, I come!

Just as I am, thy love, unknown,
Has broken every barrier down; -
" Now to.be thine, yea, thine alone,
O Lamb of God, I come!
—Chanrlotte Ellis.

—_——————————
WHY AM I NOT ACHRISTI.AN‘!

1. Is it because I am afraid of ridi-
cule; and of what others may say of
me ? ; :
“Whosoever shall be ashamed of
Me and of my words, of him shall the
Son of man be ashamed.”

2. Is it because of the inconsistencies
of professing Christians ? 2

“Every man shall give an account
of himself to God.”

8. Is it because I am not willing to
give up all to Christ? :

“What shall it profit a man if he .
shall gain the whole world and lose his
own soul %’

4. Ts it because I am afraid that |
shall not be accepted?

% Him that cometh unto me I willin
no wise cast out.” . ¢

5. Isit because I fear I am too great
a sinner ? ' .

“The blood of Jesus Christ cleans
eth from all sin.” :

6. Is it because I am afraid I shall
not “hold out?”’

« He that hath-begun a good work in
ou, will perform it, until the day of
esus Christ.” e =

7. Is it because I am thinking thatl
will do as well as I can, and that God
ought to be satisfied with that %

% Whosoever shall keep the wholt
law, and yet offend in one point, he i
guilty of all.” :

8- Ts it because I am postponing the
matter, without any definite reason?
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_ to commit suicide.
~continually. He was afraid to be alone,

AN ANGEL

AN ANGEL VISITANT.

BY REV. A. A, PHELPS.

Ix the winter of 1859, while teaching
school at West Sweden, Monroe Co.
N. Y., I formed an agreeable acquaint-
ance with Mr. John Conrad, a member
of the M. E. Church, and a very devo-
ted, conscientious Christian. On the
7th of March he gave me a curious

- chapter of his experience, which I deem

worthy of record. He had no early
advantages—no religious training—no
education. He resided in England, and
was accustomed to attend the Establish-
ed Church; but without any enlighten-
ment or profit. At the age of about

- . forty-six he was persuaded to attend

Methodist meeting by his oldest daugh-

" ter. She was then only fourteen years

of age, but she was strongly attached
to the Methodist people. He soon be-
‘eame convicted that he was a sinner,
and needed something—he hardly knew
what. His trouble increased. For
about a month he was indescribably
wretched. He was strongly tempted
Fear haunted him

lest the devil might induce him to put
an end to his life, Pressed down with
mental agony, he feared to disclose his
troubles to any living being.

Weeks elapsed. One day, while
plowing.in the field, he was sorely buf-
feted all the morning, but about noon
the temptation was broken, his sadness
departed, and he found himself in a
transport of unspeakable delight. He
thought he must be in heaven, Still,
he had no definite idea that he was even
then experiencing the joys of salvation.
He was strongly impressed to go and
tell of his raptures to some othersin
the field ; but his heart failed hm, he
kept silent, and all was dark again.
Overwhelming temptation settled down
upon him, and he knew not what to
do with himself. On quitting work at

night his direct road homeward led

dlong the river side. So strong was
the temptation to drown himself in the
river, that he actually took another
Toute... As he was going along in this

VISITANT.
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state of mind, all at once ‘it seemed
strangely light around him and a few
feet before him stood an angel, in the
form of a man, but furnished with wings
and possessing unearthly charms ! The
angzl at once addressed him in these
words: ‘Number up your sins, and
they shall be forgiven you!” ‘In a mo-
ment all his sins loomed up before him
and he knew they were quickly blotted
out. The angel literally ascended be-
fore his eyes, and he watched him out
of sight. The scene did not produce a
particle of fear. All was light and
love and joy. O what waves of glory
rolled over his soul! He leaped for
joy, and praised God with a loud voice.
At length he reached home—he hardly
knew how—and communicated the joy- *
ful tidings to his newly converted wife.
He forthwith joined the Methodist
Church and went on his way rejoicing.

Fourteen years had elapsed when the
writer noted down the outline of this
remarkable conversion. At the time
of ;jthe recital, Brother Conrad still
referred to that scene with thrilling em-
otions and deepest gratitude. He now
resides in one of the Western States,
At last accounts he was still on his pil-
grimage to the skies—a faithful, consist-
ent man of God. -

The above account may be strange,
but it is by no means ineredible. If
angels are “ministering spirits,” is it
a marvel that they should occasionally
become wvisible, to cheer the sons of
sorrow and help them out of extraor-
dinary difficulties? Here is amanwho
cannot read the Bible himself. He goes
to the Church of England, but hears
nothing but lifeless ceremonies. He
goes to a meeting at length where the
truth is proclaimed, and his' eyes are
so far opened that he sees himself a .
wretched sinner.- Still he is in great
confusion. Heis pressed with a burden
of guilt, and harrassed with the most
terrible assaults of the devil. He
is on the borders of despair and strong-
ly tempted to end his life. At this
critical juncture a “ministering spirit”
stands before him and scatters his sor-
rows by his words of cheer. Glory to
heaven’s king! Let him work as it
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seemeth him good. He “moves in a
mysterious way,” but that way is al-
ways right. 'Who wauld object to an
angel’s visit? If one of those pure and
shining spirits. with whom I expect to
mingle in the gold-paved city of God
through undying ages, should touch me
with his seraphic wings and disclose
his ineffable charras to these natural
eyes, ] am sure I would account it a
special mercy demanding special thanks.

Pekin, N. Y.

Y= musT BE BORN AcAIN.—None but
such .as have a living faith in Jesus
Christ, and are born again, can possibly
enter into the kingdom of Heaven.
You may perhaps live upright and out-
wardly honest lives, but if you depend
on that morality, or join your works
with your faith, in order to justify you
before God, you have no lot or share in
Christ’s redemption. For what is this
but to deny the Lord that has bought
you? Taking the crown from Christ,
and putting it on your own head? ‘The
erime of the devil, some have supposed,
consisted in this: that he would not
bow to Jesus Christ, when the Father
commanded all the angels to worship
him ; and what do you do less? You
will not own and submit to his right-
eousness; and though you pretend to
worship him with your lips, yet your
hearts are far from him; besides you
in effect, deny the operations of his
_blessed Spirit, you mistake common for
effectual, grace; you hope to be saved
because you have good desires, and a
few short convictions ; and what is this
but to give God, his word, and all the
saints, the lie? A Jew, a Turk, has
equally as good grounds whereon to
build the hopes of hissalvation. Need
I not then to cry out to you, ye foolish
virgins, watch. Beg of God to convince
you of yourselfrighteousnes, and the
secret unbelief of your hearts; or
otherwise when the cry shall be made,
“Behold the bridegroom cometh,” yon
will find yourselves utterly unprepared
to meet him. You may cry Lord,
Lord! but the answer will be, “verily
I know you not.”— Whitefield.

THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN AND GOLDEN RULE.

Jhundred pounds upon a picture of a-
vator Rosa, who would not give a penny

‘wits at the sight of a brigand. The

SEMBLANCE AND REALITY,

Tuee semblance of religion is often
dearer to men than religion itself. As
one saith, many a man has spent five

beggar, by Murillo, or a brigand by Sal-

to a real beggar, and go out of their

picture of religion, the outward name
of it, men will give much to maintain;
but the reality of religion—ah! that is
quite a different thing. Many of our
churches are surmounted with the cross
in stone, but how few of the worship-
pers care to take up the cross of Christ -
daily and follow him. . We know relig-
-ious men who are respected by the un.
godly, not for their religion, but on ac-
count of some adventitious (or accident-
al) eircumstance. 1t was not the religion
itself they cared for. If you should
take a bear in‘a cage into a town, men
will pay their money to see it, but let
it loose among them ‘and they will pay
twice as much money to get rid of it.
So sometimes if a religious man hath
gift or ability, there are many who will
regard and admire him, but not for
his religion. Let the religion itself
eome abroad in the daily actions of his
life, and then straightway they begin
to abhor him.

There is much false love to Jesus—
much unhallowed profession. Let us
remember, however, that the day is
coming when all false profession will
be destroyed. The fan in Christs
hand will leave none of the chaff re-
maining upon the wheat-heap, and
the great fire will not suffer a sin-
gle particle of dross to be unconsumed.
Happy shall that man be whose faith
was a real faith, whose repentance was
sincere, whose obedience was true
who gave his heart, his whole heart, to
his Master’s cause !—Spurgeon.

+—

Be prastic; let the Divine hand
“mold thee; so shalt thou be the image
of the invisible God, and a bright re
flector of his glory. “Put on .the new
man, which after God, is created b
righteousness and true holiness.”
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INDWELLING SPIRIT.

Gracious Spirit, dwell with me;

I myself would gracious be,

And with words that help and heal,
Would thy life in mine reveal,

And with actions bold and meek,
Would for Christ my Saviour speak.

Truthful Spirit dwell with me;

1 myself would truthful be,

And with wisdom kind and clear,
Let Thy life in mine appear,

And with accents brotherly,’
Speak my Lord’s sincerity.

Tender Spirit dwell with me;
I myself would tender be,
Shut my heart up like a flower
At temptation’s darksome hour,
Open it when shines the sun,
And His love by fragrance own.

Silent Spirit dwell with me ;
I myself would quiet be;
Quiet as the growing blade,

Which through earth its way has made,

Silently, like morning light, 4
Putting mists and chills to flight.

Mighty Spirit, dwell with me’;
I myself would mighty be,—
Mighty so as to prevail

- Where unaided man must fail,
Ever by a mighty hope
Pressing on and bearing up.

Holy Spirit, dwell with me;

I myself would holy be;

Separate from sin, I would

Choose and cherish 2ll things good,

And whatever I can be

Give to Him who gave me thee.
—Hymns of the Ages.

To s worldly man, great gain sweet-
ens the hardest labor; and to a Chris-
tian, spiritual profit and advantage may
do much to nerve him to take those
afflictions well which are otherwise very
wpleasant. Though they arenot joyous
Jor the present, yet this allays the sor-
rows of them, the fruit that grows out
of them, that peacable fruit of righteous-
ness.— Archbishop Leighton. '

Hovivess.—Another precious pas-
sage is that in Zachariah, “In that day
there shall be upon the bells of the
horses, ¢ Holiness to the Lord, &ec.’”
I preached on it lately, and among other
things, observed, that, in that day, every
action would be performed as the most
solemn religious duties are now ; every
house and place would be a temple;
every day like a Sabbath; and every
meal like the Lord’s supper. We have

_since been trying to have the prophecy
fulfilled at our house, and, though we
succead miserably enough, yet the bare
attempt has given a happiness unknown
before. One thing, which has been
greatly blessed to us, is having family
prayer at noon, as well as morning and
evening. It showed how far we often
get from God during the day, even
when we begin and close it with him.

- In some families this would be impossi-

ble, and then half an hour would answer
the purpose as well. I find that it re-
quires also constant rubbing and chafing
to make the blood circulate in such
frozen souls as ours; and, after all, it
avails nothing if the Sun of Righteous-
ness does not shine.—Payson.

b

How grossly do you delude your-
selves, who make your hearts déns
of pride, filthly lusts, malice and en-
vy, and thousands of vanities, and
yet think to find a corner in them to
lodge Christ too! Truly, you would
both straiten him in room, and give
him very bad neighbors. No, they
that think not a whole heart too little
for him. shall never enjoy him.—ZLeigh-
ton.

‘WHEN ALL sin is removed from the
heart, then is man perfectly at rest,
for he continually draws from the Di-
vine fullness a fresh supply for all his
wants. The heart that sinks into the Di-
vine will, cannot be otherwise than at
rest. All the ills of mortality, and all
the assaults of the wicked one, are con-
stantly neutralized by the love of God,
and swallowed up in the complete and
most glorious victories of an all-con-
quering faith.— Wood.
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EXPERIENCE OF
MRS, BARAH E. ELLSWORTH.

Ar the age of sixteen I attended a
protracted meeting at Fayetteville, at
the Baptist Church. There I became
convicted of sin, and was invited to go
forward, which after some persuasion I
did. But my stubborn heart refused
to give up all for Christ, and I stood
out a number of days. I felt thatI
could not bear the cross before so many

ople, and those 1 had known from
childhood. But my load of guilt be-
came so heavy I could‘hold -out no
longer. After prayers I arose to my

- feet and my load of sin was removed,
and my heart felt so light that every-
thing was joy and peace all around me.
I wondered that every body did not
love the Saviour. I felt that I could sing
and shout glory ! all the time. I then
began to express the love of Jesus to
my soul; the cross became light. I
could bear it with pleasure. My heart
was free. I supposed I had done all
I could but to unite with the church,
which I did the first opportunity, and
became a Baptist. I supposed my
whole duty was done, but in going for-
ward to the Lord’s Supper I found that
all were not allowed to sit at their
Father’s table, and it became a great
trial to me. I tried to think it all right,
walked with the church three years, at
which time I became so convinced of

the wrong there was in it that I could

not walk with them any longer, conse-

quently I united with the M. E. Church,

where I remained until I was married.
I then left the place with my husband,
who made no profession, and took no
letter with me, consequently I became
cold and went back to the world, where
I lived sixteen years. I felt the striv-
ings of the Spirit in all my doings.
Bless God! he never left me. About
one year ago I was again awakened. I
felt a still heavier load than I had years
before. I thought it- would be almost
impossible for God to forgive so great
asinner. While I still felt this load it
was impressed upon me that I must at-
tend family prayer; it caused a hard
struggle, for my husband made no pro-

fession and Satan told me he would not-
allow it. But I was so strongly impress-
ed that I told him how I felt, and he told
me he thought it would be a good plan.
That night I read and prayed but he
did not kneel with me, but thank God,
prayers were heard, and in two weeks
he not only knelt with me but prayed
with me. We then felt the need of
clean hearts, for which we prayed most
earnestly and the light shone in- upon
us. Our hearts were filled with love.
Thank God we are now walking heart
and hand to the rest above, on that
evergreen shore, where parting will
never come. 2
Cobb River, Minn.

Taree Wirkesses.—Shortly before
he died, Patrick Henry, laying his hand
on the Bible, said : :

“ Here is a Book worth more than
all others, yet it is my misfortune never
to have read it, until lately, with proper
attention.”

With a voice and gesture pertinent
and all his own, John Randolph said :

“ A terrible proof of our deep de-
pravity is, that ‘we can relish and re-
member any thing better than ¢the
Book.””

When the shades of death were gath-
ering around Sir Walter Scott, he said
to the watcher, “ Bring the Book.”

‘What book?” asked ILockhart, his:
son-in-law, :

“There is but one Book,” said the
dying man. _

With such testimony as to the value
of the sacred Scriptures, reiterated by
the great and good, in all ages, it isa’
sealed book to many ; it is voted to be
excluded from our public schools, and
multitudes of children are growing up
ignorant of its histories, ignorant of its
immortal traths, and profoundly uncon-
scious that, to it and its teachings, they
owe all that is of solid worth in social
life, in civil liberty, in human elevation,
-and in the hope of an immortal exist-

ence.
N

TaErE is. no lové of God without :

patience, and no patience without Zowli-
ness and sweetness of spirit.— Wesley.
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CRUMBS OF THE BREAD OF LIFE.

BY REV. LEVI WOOD.

OricinaL simplicity of manners
can never be regained by man in
his fallen state; but it is fully known
among the angels of God. It was fully
known by our first parents before their
shameful fall. It will be forever known
by all of God’s faithful and elect chil-
dren after the resurrection of the just.
It is proper in this life, to arrive as near
to it as the instincts of our nature, guid-
ed by a true heart and a sound judg-
ment, will permit. “He that giveth,
let him do it with simplicity.,” Rom.
xii, 8.  “ For our rejoicing-is this, . .
that in simplicity and godly sincerity,

: . Wwe have had our conversation

in the world.” II Cor.i, 12. “But I

_ fear, lest by any means, as the serpent

beguiled Eve, through his subtilty, so

. your minds should be corrupted from

the simplicity that is in Christ.” II Cor.

- .xi, 8. - “Beware lest any man spoil you

othrough philosophy and vain deceit,

after the traditions of men, after the

rudiments of the world, and not after
Christ. Col. i, 8.

I ax cormve to live with God, where
SOITOW never comes; where heaven’s
own sun always shines with benignant
beams; and where love, pure and per-
fect, flows on in one everlasting stream.
“In thy presence is fullness of joy; at
thy right hand there are pleasures for-
evermore.” Ps. xvi, 11. “And the

- dty hath no need of the sun, neither of
the moon, to shine iu it ; for the glory
of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is
the light thereof.” Rev. xxi, 23. -“ And
he showed me a pure river of water of
life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of
the throne of God and of the Lamb.”
Rev. xxii, 1. '

Trere £ge. four things extremely
beautiful in themselves, viz: Courage,
modesty, gentleness and love. Life is
ascene of triumph and glory where
these are fully embodied in it. Shake
off the earthly, aspire to the heavenly ;
80 shalt thou find the true liberty and
bliss which shall cap the climax of all

XXV
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thy existence. Yea, even death itself ]
shall be swallowed up of victory. Isa.

Our own existence is a sufficient dem-
onstration of the existence of God: and
the existence of God once demonstra-
ted proves us fools if we refuse to con-
form to his will. Conformity to the
will of God is the true secret of obtain-
ing complete happiness, and is the
grand preventative of eternal misery.

TrerE 18 a land of fadeless beauty,
and a home of exquisite delight, to
which the good man’s steps are ever
tending. “The ransomed of the Lord
shall return, and come to Zion with
songs and everlasting joy upon their
heads : they shall obtain joy and glad-
ness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee
away.” Isa. xxxv, 10.

Kzep pAcE with the march of time
in the improvement of thy heart. To
fall behind is to fall into perdition.

CoxrmENCE and affection fled the
earth with the introduction of sin, and
can never be brought back in a state of
perfection only -in connection with a
sanctified nature,comprising a pure heart
and a sound judgment. “The meek
will he guide in judgment, and the meek
will he teach his way.” ¢ Meekness of .
wisdom,” in its fullness of meaning,
implies a sound judgment and a pure
heart.. Such characters may' possess
confidence iz, and affection for each
other, in all their native simplicity,
purity, and blessedness ; and so, in this
respect, rise above the ruins of -the fall.
Hearts perfected .in the love of God,
are also perfected in the love of one
another. Hearts true to God, are also
true to one another. “A friend loveth
at all times, and a brother is born for
adversity.” Prov. xvii, 17. ¢ Little
children love one another: for love is
of God; and every one that loveth is
born of God, and knoweth God. He
that loveth not, knoweth not God; for
God is love.” I John, iv, 7, 8.

oo o

AX error is-soon committed, but we
can have a lifetime to regret it.
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CHRIST MY JOY.

Jesus, my lovinge sponise,
Eternall veritie;

Perfect guide of my soule,
Way to eternitie ;

Strengthen me with thy grace,
From thee I'll never fiee,

Let them all say what they will,
Jesu, come thou to me,

Poore men seeke other’s wealth,
Blind men seeke libertie,
Crazed corpses (sick bodies) cry for health
All seeke prosperitie.
I nothing seeke but Christ,
He alone pleaseth me;
Let them all say what they will,
Jesu, come thou to me.

Fervent love longeth sore
His lady’s face to see;
Discarded courtiers seeke
In princes’ grace to be.
Noe want nor woe I feel
‘Whilst I doe enjoy thee;
Let them all say what they will,
Jesu, come thou to me.

What can this wretched world,
Replete with miserie,

Yield to delight my soule,
Made for eternitie.-

All is vaine, all is fraile,
All that compared to thee;

And earthly things do faile;
Josu, come thou to me.

Tho’ the world tempt me sore ;
Tho’ the flesh trouble me ;

Tho’ the devil would devoure,
My refuge is to thee. -

Tho’ heaven and earth do faile,
Tho’ all perplexed be,

Thou art and evershall
My chiefest comfort be.

Thou art my Saviour sweete,
Foode and delight to me, :

A medicine most meete
To each infirmitie.

To my taste honey sweete
To my ear melodie,

" act irregularly.

Perfect guide to my feete,
To my heart Jubilee.

—From an old MS. in the British Musecum.

ON Juvaive JustLy.—A perfectly.
just and sound mind is a rare and in.
valuable gift. But it is still much
more unusual to see such a mind unbi
assed in all its actings. God has given
this soundness of mind to but few ; and
a very small number of those few es-
cape the bids of some predilection, per-
haps habitually operating; and none
are at all times and perfectly. free. I
once saw this subject forcibly illustrated.
A watchmaker told me that a gentle-.
man had put an exquisite watch into
his hands, that went irregularly. - It was
as perfect a piece of work as was ever
made. He took it to pieces and put it
together again twenty times. Noman-
ner of defect was to be discovered, and
yet the watch went intolerably. At
last it struck him, that, possibly, the
balance-wheel might have been near a
magnet. On applying a needle to it
he found his suspicions true. Here
was all the mischief. The steel work
in the other parts of the watch had a
perpetual influence on its motions ; and
the watch went as well as possible with
a new wheel. If the soundest mind be
magnetized by any predilection, itsmust

*

Formar Preacners.—As God can
send a nation or people no greater bless-
ing, than to give them faithful, sincere,
and unpright ministers; so the greatest
curse that God can possibly send upon
a-people in this world, is to give them
over to blind, unregenerate. carnal,
lukewarm and unskillful guides. And
yet, in all ages, we find there have been
many wolves in sheep’s clothing, many
that daubed with untempered mortar, .
that prophesied smoother things than

1, God did allow. As it was formerly so
it is now there are many that corrupt

the word of God, and deal decextf'ully
with it.— sztqﬁeld

o>

Huwmiwuiry is better than a gold mine.
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THE FIVE CLERKS.

Ir young men knew how much their
fature life depends on the habits they
form in early manhood, there would
oftener be found such records as the
following from the Congregationalist :

“In one of our inland towns were, a
few years since, five boys, apprentices
in as many different stores. By a sim-
ilarity of disposition, education and
age, they became very intimate, and in
a revival that occurred in that village
all became Christians.

They at once identified themselves
as such before the world, and went out
to labor in the vineyard of the Master.
In Sabbath and mission schools they

* were heard in prayer and praise in the
- weekly church meetings; the outcast,

the sorrowing, the despondent were
cheered with words of hope and ecour-
age; their respective pastors looked
to them, even in theirfyouthfulness, for
active co-operation in every good word
and work, and did not look in vain.

Although entirely dependent upon
their own industry for support, and in
some instances aiding dependent broth-
ers and sisters with the meager salary
aof young clerks under age, yet from a
sense of duty they made a mutual
pledge to each other to give one-tenth
of their income to the Lord.

Nebly has that pledge been fulfilled,
and God has testified 1n their experience
that he will honor those who honor
him. Without money or influential
friends, each has attained an enviable
position in business circles and in so-
ciety.

One is a highly esteemed merchant
in one of our cities, whose heart is ever
devising liberal things, responding to
every call made in behalf of the poor
and needy. As he once remarked to

the writer, “I can’t help giving, there’
p_giving,

is so much pleasure in it.”

~ Another is an active, energetic busi-
ness man in Cleveland, O., but even
more active in the Church and Sabbath
school, disbursing freely of his' own
substance, and the trusted almoner of
others’ bounty,

The third is.the cashier of a bank in
Wisconsin, of whom a well-known

- Western missionary writés thus : “ No-

ble soul that he is! Your town has
sent out none more noble. I think that
his daily example tells for Christ as
much as any that I know.”

The fourth is a partner in the banking
house of one of the most responsible
firms in Wall street Upon few men
do such heavy business responsibilities
rest. Honored, trusted, loved by his
partners, and held in respect and confi-
dence by the Wall street fraternity, he
has attained a position that few could
reach after years of most laborious ef-
fort. . In the Church and Sabbath school
he is a faithful, devoted laborer.

The other is a business man of rare
probity, shrinking from no duty, though
it lead through fire and flame, conscien-
tious to the last degree, and “diligent
in business serving the Lord.”

The enviable position these once
poor and penniless boys now sustain
shows the truth of the eternal word,
““There is that scattereth and yet in-
creaseth,” and proves that godliness is
profitable even in this life. Their ben-
efactions are not limited by their pledge,
but in many cases, perhaps in each, ex-
ceed that amount.

Great power for the Church and for
Christ lies in the hands of Christian
business men, and it is a beautiful sight
to witness an extended business carried

‘on in the fear of the Lord, making him

—with reverence we speak it—a part-

Ter, and a partaker of the profits. We

know of firms that open on their ledger
a regular account to the credit of benev-

- olence, and as conscientiously pay this

debt as any other. Such men are an
honor to the church and the world. “Go

" thou and do likewise.”

‘WE ought quietly to suffer whatever
befals us, to bear the defects of others
and our own, to confess them to God
in secret prayer or with groans which
cannot be uttered ; but never to speak
a sharp or peevish word, nor ‘to mur-
mur or repine.— Wesley.
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THE TRUE THEORY.

Many professh\g Christians seem to have
a very vague idea of what is implied in
serving God. Judged by the common stand-
ard of morality there is nothing particular-
ly reprehensible in their conduct. They
observe, in a becoming manner, the exter-
nals of religion. - But aside from this peri-
odical attention to the forms of piety, there
is no perceptible difference between them
and respectable people who make no claims
to being the disciples of Chrigt. They give
every evidence of loving the world. They
seek for its honors with avidity. Many do
not scruple to engage in business of perni-
cious tendency if it is only sufficiently lu-
crative. Novels, that are doing more to
corrupt the youth of the land than any one
thing beside, are published and sold by
prominent church-members, and deacons

and class-leaders cultivate tobacco and hops, -

and fornish distillers with means of carry-
ing on the work of destruction. Many a
. weary laborer, compelled as he thinks by
his necessities, is toiling on the Sabbath,
while his employer is, to all human appear-
ance, devoutly worshipping in the house of
God. To get gain sgems to be the great
object of life. All this is decidedly wrong.
Did you not, when you were converted,
give yourself FULLY AND FOR ALL COMING
TIME TO CHRIST ? Did you not promise to
leave all and follow him ? If not, youhave
_mever passed from death unto life! But if
youdid, what is meant by this consecration ?
It means that you are to live and labor for
him-—to devote yourselves, for your entire
life, to the one work of doing good to the
souls and bodies of men. You are to en-
gage in no business that you cannot carry
on to the glory of God and the good of
mankind. No matter what your avocation,
you are to be as' constantly devoted to the
service of God as though you were in the
holy ministry. A talent to make money
should be devoted to the service of God just
as much as a talent to preach or write.
You have no more right to employ it for
your own special advantage in the one case
than in the other. Christians are required,

1. To provide for themselves and those de-

‘pendent upon them. The arrow may go be-
yond as well as fall short of themark. We
may fail in doing our duty by. attempting
too much as well as too little. God does
not require his peoplée to take upon them
vows of voluntary poverty. Nor would he
have them dependent upon others. The
exhortation of the Apostle is, T%hat ye study
to be quiet, and to do your own business, AND
TO WORK WITH YOUR OWN HANDS, a8 ws
commanded you, that ye may walk honestly
towards them that are without, and that ye
may have lack of nothing* Tt is as much
our duty to work, when able, as to pray.
And we should work to the best advantage-
If 2 man can earn a thousand dollarsa year
as easily as he can two hundred, itis his
duty to do it. If by the blessing of God he
is [enabled to procure a home, and lay by
property sufficient to provide for his wants
in case of old age or disability to labor, the
word of God, we think, encourages him to
do if. “But if any provide not for his own,
and specially for those of his own house,
he hath denied the faith and is worse than
an infidel.” This allows of a moderate

provision for the wants of the family. But
it does not give permission to lay up treas-

ures on earth—to heap up riches. This,
God plainly forbids. ;
2. Give Systematically. While this nec-
essary provision for real wants is being
made, every one should give as God has
prospered him. Though beneficence, or
doing good, should never be offered or ac-
cepted as a substitute for inward piety, yet
it is one of the never-failing fruits of a true
religious experience. The dews of grace
are withheld from many, and they are lean -
and barren in their souls because they fail
in bringing their tithes and offerings to the
storehouse of the Lord. If they gave more,
it is probable that they would prosper more,
even temporally, for “there is that scatter-
eth and yet increaseth, and there is that
withholdeth more than is meet and it tend- -
eth to poverty.” Do you have any system
in giving? Do you give as large a propor-
tion, under the Christian dispensation, for
the conversion of the world, as the Jews
did to keep religion alive in their own na-
tion? Did Christians observe the rules of

* I Thess. iv, 11-12,
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giving laid down for the Jews; there would
be no need of large, overgrown, wealthy
churches. Every ten families would sup-
port a minister or a missionary.

4. When a competence 3 secured appro-
priate ALL theincome to doing good. A man
who is carrying on business for the Lord
has no more right to quit, because he has
been successful, than has one who is preach-
ing or writing. W hat would be thought
of the piety of a minister who had been
inscrumental in the conversion of hundreds
of souls every year, but who, in the prime
of life, with health unimpaired, and with a
greater capacity of usefulness than ever be-
fore, retires from service, assigning as a
reason that his success had been so great
that he could afford it? Yet his excuse
would be just as good as that of the busi-
ness man. No one should leave the vine-
yard until the Master gives permission.
The day is not long; nor the work weari-
some. ;

Some years ago, a young man, a disciple
of Christ, commencing in business, entered
into a covenant with the Lord. He prom-
ised to give, from the start, one-tenth
of all his gains to benevolent objects.
When he acquired such an amount he prom-
ised to give one-fifth. When he gained
such an amount of capital he promised to
give one-half of all his gains; and when
he was worth a certain sum (enough to pro-
vide for-all his wants) he promised to de-
vote ell his gains to doing good. "In a few
years the last amount was reached. He
kept on in business the same as before, but
his yearly income instead  of being added
to his capital, was employed to feed the
hungry and clothe the naked, and carry the
Gospel to the poor and destitute. What
a vast amount of good he accomplished in
this way eternity alone can reveal. This is
‘the true theory of carrying on business:
Can youdoubt it? What then is the mean-
ing of the prohibition to lay up treasures on
earth ? What of the command to be diligent
in business? What of the requirement to
make to yourselves friends of the mammon
of unrighteousness? On what other theory
can the Scriptures be harmonized,the church
purified, and the world converted to God ?
Is this the true theory? Thenadoptit. Do
‘not wait for it to become popular. Have
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the moral daring to act up to your convic-
tions. Truths, like States, must have their

‘pioneers. If you are right you will not be

alone long. Truth embodied in a consistent
life will be seen and felt.” Others will em-
brace it, and in their hearts thank you for
leading them in the way. Do the oft-re-
peated words “entire consecration” have
any meaning ? Yet how can men dream of
being entirely consecrated to God, when
they are living wholly or chiefly for them-
selves? Can consecration possibly mean less
than the devotion of our energies to doing
good? Who then will reduce theory to
practice, and solemnly enter into covenant
with the Lord to do business For Hru ?

EVIL SPEAKING.

This is a vice almost universal, even
among those who profess godliness. It
meets you every where. You cannot be in
the company of even those considered good
people long, without hearing something to
the prejudice of some absent brother or sis-
ter. Some report or insinuation, or suspic-
jon is breathed into your ear calculated to
shake your confidence in some follower of
Jesus. A reform in this matter is loudly
demanded. The command is, Speak not
evil one of another, brethren. If you have
hitherto disregarded this command, ask for
pardon and commence a reformation from
this hour. The man who is on his way to
Heaven is described as He that takeil not
up a report against his neighbor. No matter
under whose patronage he finds the report
going about, he does not take it up, he lets
it die, as all false and slanderous reports
will when let alone.

A brother called at our house whom we
had long known as an uncompromising fol-
lower of Jesus. We had heard that some
differences had arisen between him and the
pastor and some of the brethren of the
church to which he belonged, and rumor said
he had withdrawn from the church. We
inquired “How the preacher was getting
along.” He replied “Firstrate, the Lord
is with him, and he is doing a good work.”
“ How are brothers A.and B.doing 7’ “Nev-
er better.” And sohe had a good word, with-
out any insinuations,for every one of whom
he spoke. I said that brother might go on
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professing holiness and I would stand by
him. With such a person you feel safe.
He will not betray you. . There isno danger
that he will, after sharing your hospititali-
ties, and professing for you the strongest
friendship, go away and report untrue and
unkind things to your injury. If any man
affend not in word, the same i @ perfect man
and able also to bridle the whole body.

REV. WM. HART.,

‘We saw this beloved brother safely over
the river of death on Friday morning, the
17th of February last. He suffered intense-
1y, but grace sustained him.' He felt ready
to go; but desired to stay if it was the

" Lord’s will only that he might preach the
Gospel. Foryears he has felt that he ought
to devote himself to the work of the min-
istry but he waited to get every thing in
readiness before he went out. ¥t saddened
his dying hours to think he had left what
ought to have been the great work of his
life, undone. At the begining of his sick-
ness he humbled himself before the Lord,
and consecrated himself to work wholly
for Him if he should be pleased to raise
him gyp. But the will of the Lord was
otherwise. He obtained a clear evidence
of his acceptance and was taken home,

He gpssessed a mifid of no common or-
der. His perceptions of truth were clear,
and he had a rare ability to state the truth
with clearness, and to defend it with unan-
swerable logic. What a warning to those
who have a work to do and who yet find
trivial excusestodefer it! What thy hand
findeth to do, do it with all thy might.

FROM A SOLDIER.

DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST :—I have ta-
ken the “ Earnest Christian” for four years,
ever since I experienced religion, and think
I cannot live without it. It is like “man-
na” to the hungry soul. It is a Christian
soldier’s comforter, as well as guide in the
divine life, It is taken for granted by
many that a person cannot live religion in
the army, yet thank God it has been fully

demonstrated to the contrary in thousands

of cases. Jesusis found in camp, on the
march, among the soldiers everywhere. A

- THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN AND GOLDEN RULE.

present Saviour. Bless the Lord for relig-
ion, full and free. 1wouldsay to the editor
and contributors of the “E.C.” I wish
them a Happy New Year, a fervent God
speed, and a heartfelt God bless you.
ANsoN G. FooTE.

Savannah, Ga.

TEMPERANCE TRACTS.

Mg. EDITOR :—Let us leave nothing un-
done to stem the torrent of Imtemperance
which now threatens us. Temperance so-
cieties, however useful, are insufficient for
the exigency. Temperance lecturers, such
as the fastidious demand, are expensive and
scarce. The popular press, and temperance
tracts must do more. We need tracts that
are short and sharp; not only 7e¢adable but
which will be absolutely read, and which
going into the very crevices of sin and
crime, will lodge burning truth on the con-
science of every distiller, vender; and sot
in the village. Such tracts we have, they
are written by godly men of strength and
genius. Some of them assail only Alcohol,
in its manifold forms and abuses, and some
assail the twin demons, Rum and Tobacco,
all varieties for all tastes.

Five dollars will spread a thousand and
more over a village. A hundred dollars,
the price of one fashionable lecture, will
spread them over twenty villages. And we
here give notice that if any person or per-
sons “ hungering and thirsting” to do good
in plucking our fellow-men from the fire,
wish for our tracts, but are unable to pay
for them, they can have have them, without
money and without price. 'True, we are not
a rich tract society. We seldom have five
dollars five days in our coffers, but we do
what we can “on our own hook” untram-
meled by lordly societies or captious com-
mittees. We depend on the voluntary
donations of a few—a very few of God’s
dear children, who Ilike our indepen--
dent manner of battling with popular
abominations, and who send us what they
please. Though poor, we make many rich.

Therefore gentle reader, be free to call
for our tracts, for God, who of old replen.
ished the widow’s eruise, will not leave our .
cause to starve. i GEo. TRASE.

Fitchburg, Mass. Tem. Depository.




EDITORIAL. =

“HoME THRUSTS.”—A few copies of this
excellent work are still on hand. It is a

book for every religious family. You can.

have a copy sent you by mail, by enclosing
the price, $1,50, to the author, D. F. Newton,
189 West 20th st., New York.

THE FAMILY CIRCLE.

KITTY’S REBELLION.

One sultry summer’s afternoon, some
seventeen years ago, little Kitty ran in from
her play for a drink of the cool lemonade
which stood on the table.

“ Please, mamma ;” said her mother, as
she turned the glass. 4 :

“ Kitty tan’t say pease,” replied the little
maid. : X

Now Kitty had said “pease,” a hundred
times, and usually delighted in saying
everything that she was told. She quite
revelled in conversational powers for a year-
and-a-half old. For the first time in her
short life had she taken a notion that she
would not do asshe was bid. So her moth-

er set the glass down untasted, and the
child ran back to the door-step as thirsty

But it was very warm, and
presently little feet came pattering
back, and thirsty red lips were put up
again for a drink.

“ Kitty say please.”

“Tan’t say please.”
away thirsty again,

This experiment was repeated perhaps a
dozen times in the course of the afternoon,
at first playfully as it seemed, but as the
wee rebel began actually to suffer from heat
and thirst rather than say “please,” it be-
came a rather serious question how long
she would hold out.

‘Supper time came, and Pet ran to her
high chair.

““ Mamma, lift Kitty up!”

“ Please, mamma, lift Kitty,” said the
mother, gently.’

Instantly the eager little face fell. Baby
shook her head—muttered “tan’t say
pease,” and turned away. Her father and
mother and the rest of the children sat
down tothe table, but who could eat supper
while that poor little outlaw stood back by

as before.

So the baby went
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the wall moaning with hunger and thirst?
The mother yearned to take her in her arms
and give her food and drink; but how
could she? The little one knew that one
dutiful word would bring her all she want-
ed, yet she refused to speak it. The ques-
tion was fairly at issne—should the child
obey the parents, or the parents submit to
the child? It is an old and common dilem-
ma, and in thousands of households the
child carries the day, but Mrs. Hart did not
believe God meant that to be the order of
the world. She took her baby to her
own room, and set before her very tenderly
and seriously her naughty behavior. She
knelt down and prayed the Saviour to make
her good and obedient ; but after all, Kitty
could not say “pease,” any better than be-
fore. At length distressed and tired out
and fairly alarmed about thelittle creature,
who had not tasted food since noon, she car-
ried her to her father and begged him- to
take the case in hand. Mr. Hart began to
talk playfully ;-nothing doubting he should
soon bring her round. He gave her a great
many words to speak, which she did all
very readily till the fatal please came along ;
that she couldn’t do. Year-and-a-half un-
derstood very well to say that was to sub-
mit. So he grew serious, and told her that
he should have to whip her if she did not
mind. Now Kitty and whipping were two

things never thought of in the same breath—

before. She had always been an nncom-
monly sweet and gentle child, and nobody
had ever guessed how much grit was latent
in that soft little bosom. Nothing else
would - avail, however, and the whipping
had to come. Still the baby remained
stout-hearted, and far from righteousness.

Feverish and exhausted, with parched lips
crying for drink, yet inflexibly refusing to
speak the Iittle word which would bring it,
she was put tobed in her crib. Allthrough
the warm night she tossed and moaned in
her unquiet sleep, or woke crying from
thirst ; but even then, sleepy and miserable
as she was, she would only sob, “ Tan’t say
pease,” when the water came near. For
the father and mother, that was a night of
sleepless wretchedness, relieved only by
prayer. They really began to fear that the
child would sooner die than give up.
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“Oh pshaw! never mind the please;
have her dridk,” many a father would have
said. “Poor little thing; I must let the
minding go till anothér time,” mothers
would have thought, but Mr. and Mrs.
Hart did not gee it so. If it was like death
for a will to yield after eighteen months
growth, what would it be after months and
years of indulgence? God had committed
to them this soul of His creating, to be
trained for Himself'; if she could not he

made to obey her father whom she had seen,

how should she become obedient to her

Father in heaven whom she had not seen? .

The very fact that her wilk was so strong,
made it the more imperative to their minds
that it should be brought under the control
of her conscience : they saw what a cruel
tyrant it would prove if left to hold sway.
The longer the struggle was protracted, the
more likely it seemed that the result would
be a final one, and the more important that
it should be right. Then, the other chil-
dren who had been watching this new
phase of family history with a kind of sol-
emn dread-—should they learn that the au-
thority that they had been taught to revere,
could after all, be trampled under the feet
of a baby? It would not do. Ithad been
clearly explained to the little one that it
was her heavenly father’s command that
she should obey her parents, and'that she
was resisting His will; that father and

mother felt that they had no right to annal

His law. 8o the night wore away, and the
morning broke; but it brought no peace to
the household, weighed down by the per-
verseness of its young rebel. She woke
worn and almost sick, but stubborn as ever.

Free will indeed ! What a grand, awful
mystery itis! How, shrined in a dainty
delicate morsel of flesh, it can look out and
defy the world! Terrible agent of evil!
Glorious worker of good! Kingliest power
in creation!—a sovereign human .will!
‘What wonder heaven and hell contended
for little Kitty’s will. So they do for every
one. Happy the child whose parents stead-
fastly keep the right side of the conflict !

Kitty found an ally in the morning. A
woman who occupied the adjoining tene-
ment. having learned the state of things
from the children, came to plead for her.
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She assurred Mrs. Hart that she was killing
her child ; that it'was downright cruelty
to treat her so; that if ske had a little girl,

she would not seé her suffer when she could
help it. All this fell on a sore and aching
heart. The mother had already been tor-

mented with fears that the heat, and thirst
and excitement would really be the death
of her poor, dear, naughty, little darling.
She tried to think of a compromise by which
Kitty could be relieved without sacrifice of
parental government. At last she quietly’
placed a mug of milk in a low chair, and -
left the little girl alone in the room, while

‘her father and mother watched her unseen.

They saw her come up to the mug and
press her hot little hands against its cool
sides and begin to raise it to her thirsty
lips then suddenly she set it down with &
piteous look, and went away moaning. It
was a cruel battle between Desire and
Honor for such a little heart.. Again and
again the little creature would look wist- -
fully into the mug full of white milk—
shake her head mournfully, and turn away.
Kitty would not slink out of the difficulty,
though her parents would let her; she or
they must openly. surrender. This little
display of character made them clearer
than ever that they should do the child a
cruel wrong in helping her to break down
the demands of her own conscience.

In the course of the morning Mrs. Hart
was relieved to see the family physician
drive up to the door. She hastened to tell
him the whole story, and ask whether she
was risking too much. He advised her to
“put it through ; the little thing could not
hold out much longer.” Morever the good
doctor ‘straightway conceived a little strat-
agem for bringing her to terms. It wasa
great treat for any of the children to ride
with him, and one to which Kitty had never
yet arrived ; so that when he proposed to
take her this morning, she flushed up with
delight, and began to caper about the room -
in high glee. : :

“ Run and ask your mother to please put
on your hat then;” said the doctor.

Instantly the bright little face faded ; she
had lost all desire to go if there was a
“ please” to it. So that expedient failed.

It was getting toward noon; nearly

o
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twenty-hours since Kitty had tasted either
food or drink. Persuasion and authority
had been exhausted upon her, and still

she wandered about the house, a wan, dis-

consolate little object, often erying, but
obstinate as ever. Almost heart-broken to
see her 80, the mother took her in her arms
once more and carried her to her chamber.
Once again she showed the little girl how
wretched her wilfulness was making her-
self and all the rest, and how it was griev-
ing the dear Saviour. Then she knelt, and
with strong crying and tears implored that
blessed Spirit who can melt every heart, to
subdue the stubborn will. Suddenly baby
threw her arms around her neck and burst
out:

« Pease, pease, pease, pease, peasel”

The grateful mother covered her with
* tears and kisses, and carried her down to the
sitting-room where she sprang into her
father’s arms crying, “ Pease, peage. pease 1”
as if she never would be done. Now she
was all radiant with love and peace. The
other children came running in to hear how
Kitty could say please. She was ready to

hug and kiss everybody. The whole fam-

ily stood around laughing and crying, to
see her drink her cup of milk, and hardly
able to let her alone long enough to do it.
The house was full of joy. Thebattle was
ended. Right had triumphed. It had been
a terrible struggle, but it was once for all;
from that day to this, Kitty Hart hasshown
no disposition to resist rightful authority.
Her will was not “broken—that is an ugly
phrase—it is a good strong willyet ; it was
brought under her conscience. It was res-
cued from being mere willfulness.

These parents had tried all along to
make their child understand that to resist
them, was to disobey her Father in heaven,
and that this was the head and front of her
offonding, As time went on, they found,
to their thankful surprise, reason to believe
that she understood it so well that in yield-
ing to them at last she had also submitted
herself to Him. Maturer years and new
experience deepened and developed her
christian life, but it never seemed necessary
for Kitty to be converted after she was a
Yearand-a-half old. It appeared that the
Redeemer had crowned their prayers and
fidelity, and ended that long contest by
changing the heart of stone to a heart of

flesh, and sending his Spirit into it crying,
Abba, Father!

THE LOVE FEAST.

Ox BoARD STEAMER R. L. W0ODARD.
February 6th, 1865.

.Rrv. G. H. Fox, CHAPLAIN 1sT." WIs.
CAv.—Permit me to speak for the first time
in Love Feast as held in the “Earnest
Christian.”” The ship of Faith is gloriously
and sweetly bearing me onward through
an ocean of light. O what transporting
scenes along the journey! Glory to Jesus
for a salvation that saves me now, and that
lifts me up, while in the performance of’
duty! Last evening I tried to preach Jesus
tothe throng on board theboat. The word,
by the power of God, was made like fire to
burn the truth into the hearts of all that
heard. The place was silent, and awfully
solemn. Officers, who sat around their
gaming tables, at first felt inclined fo con-
tinue their sport, but séon dropped their
cards and listened to the word with glad-
ness. God is graciously helping me'in the.
work pertaining fo my mission as a chap-
lain. The prejudice arrayed against the
office on account of unfaithful chaplains in

. the army is in & measure being removed
“and we are looking for a good work. Ifind

many in our regiment deeply pious, and
they are in favor of an earnest religion.
Our Lieutenant Colonel, now in command
of the regiment, is a member of the church
~¢gives me his influence and has subseribed
for the Earnest Christian. Our Col. now
in command of the Brigade is a gentleman,
in every respect. His language is “Chap-
lain choose your own coursein regard to re-
ligious service in the regiment, and I will
sustain you.”” We expect that his bravery,
and real worth will soon place him among
the stars. :

Our Line officers are kind, courteous and
many of them professors of religion. Asa
help in my work I am making an effort to
circulate the Earnest Christian. I have
already obtained six subscribers and shall
soon forward more. My mission here is the
advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom
among the soldiers. If I cannot be instru-
mental in this, you will soon hear of me in
same other part of the great work. Pray
for us.

Rev. D. A. CARGIL—I am glad I have

. the privilege of bearing witness to the

>
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power of saving grace,” I have arconstant
rejoicing for the great light shed on the plan
of human redemption, and for that degree
of grace which enables :me to walk in the
narrow way. Glory to the Lamb, who
leadeth me in green pastures and beside still

waters. I have the precious Spirit bearing -
" tion of my inheritance.

witness that I am his child, fully redeemed.
Hallelujah to God and the Lamb forever,
for plenteous redemption !

Ashland, Greene Co., N. Y.

H. McCrArRY.—I am a farmer. My fath-
er and mother are both Universalists. At
the age of eighteen I embraced religion
and joined the church, and continued a
faithful member for about fifteen years. All
this time I was indulging in the popular
gins.of the church, supporting them in their
pride and paying the most of any one, ac-
" cording to my means, and running into
- debt all the time. Still I thought like St.

Paul, I wasdoing God service. Hismercies
did not bring me to see my lost condition.
There were idols between me and the true
God. At last God permitted judgements.
First he took away my children, but this
_had but little effect upon me. Next destruc-
" tion came upon my fruit trees, but this had
no better effect than the other.

with all long-suffering and doctrine. All
this time I had been imterested in all the
fashions of the chureh, I also belonged to a
secret, oath-bound society. When I came
out on the gospel standard of piety, and
talked and lived it out I was cast out of the
synagogue, but I am followmg Jesus in
the way..
Compton, C. E.

W. V. Davis.—I hate the works of the
devil, I think as bad as I can, wherever I
see them. And I am disposed to give him
no quarters anywhere. I am fully commit-
ted to oppose sin anywhere and everywhere
and T feel that Jesus saves just now while
I write. Glory to his name forever and
ever!

Smov Eo0ONS. —I rejowe that I can still
. 83y that I belong to the army of King Je-
. 5us.  And that Ilove all his subjects sin-

The great- .
est idol I had then was the church. Then .
I saw I must give wp this dearest idol, ac- -
knowledge my sins and reprove and rehyske .
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cerely. And I know that if I remain faith.

ful to the end I shall be numbered among

the redeemed of God, who have washed
their robes, and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb.

Army of the Potomac.

H. A. CaMPBELL—The Lord is the por-
He leads me be-
side still waters and into green pastures.
I am fully committed to do the whele will
of God. The Lord is my light and my sal-
vation, whom shall I fear? The Lord is :
the strength of my life, of whom slm]l Ibe

" afraid ?

West:Coleville, N. Y.

B. D. TrrpP.—I am siill in the narrow
way, withmy face asa flint Zionward. "The
way grows better and brighter and narrow-
er as I advance. Ilove the narrow way—
the highway of holiness. I am determin-
ed, God, being my helper, to live faithful to-
the end, let what will come.

117 Regt. N. Y. V.

Luerus WoorRRUFF.—The blood of Jesus
Christ doth now cleanse my heart from all
“Lord, I am thine, entirely thine,
Puarchased and saved by blood divine,

‘With full consent thine I would be,
And own thy sovereign right in me.”

Mmns. SARA E. JAcEsoN.—I feel good in

‘my soul to-day. I belong to the Lord,soul,

body and spirit. The precious blood of
Jesus does indeed avail for me. O, how
sweetly does he save! In all my trials and
conflicts heis “a Saviour ever near.” Glory

-to Jesus for a present salvation!

Allegany, N. Y.

Mazs. E. A. TEFFT.—Jesus saves me, bless
his name! Ilived about twenty years in
good standing in the Congregational church
much of my time mourning over my neg_
lect of dufy and trying to get mear the
Lord. Four years ago last May I received
the blessing of entire holiness. O how the
Lord poured the glory into mysoul. Frem
that time I have enjoyed sweet communion
with my Saviour. It is more than mymeat
and drink todo his will, even though it
Ieads through trials severe.

His presence disperses my gloom,
And makes all within me rejoice.




