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" By their fruits ye shall knp-w them."—Jssiw. 
"Known and read of aU men."—Faul. 

THE light of real Christian grace can­
not be hid under a bushel. Wherever 
that sacred spark has been lit in the 
heart of man it •will illumine his life. 
The interior and the exterior of huinan 
character are indissolubly linked togeth­
er. What God has thus joined togeth­
er He has prohibited man from putting 
asunder, for the simple reason that such 
sundering is a task quite as impossible 
as would be that of disjoining the two 
natures of Him in whom " dwelt the 
fuUness of the Godhead bodily." As 
well might we speak of a beamless star, 
a rayless moon, or of a sun devoid of 
light and heat, as talk of a Christian 
whose spirit is not tempered with the 
spirit of his Divine Master, whose con­
versation is not " seasoned with grace," 
whose general deportment is not a 
truthful inde.-c, an infallible concordance 
to those living, breathing, outgushing, 
and ever radiant heavenly principles 
which have been implanted in every 
soul " renewed after the image of Him 
who hath created us." 

Neither Scripture nor reason enjoin 
it upon us to accept as an unchallenged 
fact, the mere profession thereof, fi-om 
any man, that he is really and truly a 
Christian. The general tenor of the 
Bible, the well known deceitfulness of 
the human heart, and innumerable sad 
and mournful facts—real and tangible 
as life itselt̂ —^give unquestionable at­
testation that there are, that there ever 

have been those in the visible, spiritual 
fold who have gained admission thereto, 
not " through the door," but by "climb­
ing up some other way;"—that there 
are, that there ever have been scattered 
among the true flock of Christ "wolves 
in sheep's clothing." Mere worthless 
aUoy has too fi-equently been mixed up 
with the pure gold of the sanctuary. 
Far too frequently the decorations of 
the temple have been but showy tinsel. 
Too often the music heard •within Zion's 
waUs has been but the discordant notes 
of the " sounding brass and the tiokling 
cymbal." 

" AU that gutters is not gold." 
Accuse us not ot uncharitableness 

when we thus speak. We are not con­
versant with any law in the code of 
Christian charity which wiU condemn, 
or even censure us for the expression of 
such views. We know of no principle 
in ethics which compels us to award the 
palm of rare military genius to any 
man, simply because himself, or som# 
one else, gives him the title of General. 
I t such a titled one would command 
our faith in his military skill he must 
be able to direct our attention to the 
fields he has won, to the sjdendid vic­
tories he has achieved.. We require 
something more than the mere append­
age of " M. D." to a man's name ere 
we can confidently believe that he is a, 
complete adept in a successfid. treatment 
of "the ills that flesh is heir to." 
"Show me thy faitii without thy works^' 
is a demand quite as reasonable to-Klay 
as it was eighte<Hi centuries ago. We 
cannot regard it as inconsistent -with 
that " charity" which " thinketh no 
evU," which " rejoiceth not in iniquity, 
but rejoiceth in the truth," to pro-
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nounce that man, whose Christian pro­
fession and whose daily lite are at as 
far remove fi-om each other as the poles 
are asunder, a hypocrite, a base coin, a 
moral counterfeit. Such a man may 
have his name enrolled on church 
records; he may occupy a distinguished 
position in the councils of that church; 
he may be punctual in his attendance 
upon«11 its religious services; he may 
play a prominent part in its devotional 
exercises ; but with all his flaming pro­
fession and its hyprocritical accompani­
ments—while his spirit, his conversa­
tion and general deportment are so di­
rectly at variance with the New Testa­
ment standard of Christian character 
we are justified in saying, that cannot 
be other than an evU. tree which yields 
none other than evil fi-uit. That can­
not be other than an impure fountain 
wliich sends forth only impur^ waters. 

" Who wears the Christian's name 
Hath stamped upon his brow 

His glory or his shame. 
As he hath kept his vow 

And the bright garments of his second 
birth." 

As well might one attempt to reverse 
the laws of gravitation, to dam up the 
ocean tide, to arrest the mad tornado, 
to stay the falling rain, to impede the 
revolutions of the globe, to-pluck the 
stars fi-om their orbit, to rob the moon 
of its beams, or to extinguish the light 
and destroy the heat of the sun, as to 
prevent those Christian graces, which 
are implanted in every renewed heart, 
fi-om evincing the reality of their im-

t plantation by a spirit, a conversation, 
and a deportment in harmony with the 
principles of practical godliness as set 
forth in the New Testament. It is not 
more true that " if any man have not 
the Spirit of Christ he is Bone of his" 
than that if any man walk not after the 
example of Christ he is none of hte. 
" He that saith ' I know him' and keep­
eth not his commandments is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him." (1 John, 
ii: 4.) "Whosoever abideth in him 
anneth not; whosoever sinneth hath 
not seen him, neither known him. 
Whosoever is bom of Grod doth not 

commit sin: for his seed remaineth in 
him, and he cannot sin, because he is 
born of God. In this the children of 
God are manifest, and the children of 
the de-̂ dl. Whosoever doth not right­
eousness is not of God, neither he that 
loveth not his brother." (I John, iii : 
5, 9, 10.) 

We prefer not to become umpire on 
the important question as to how far 
the Christian lite of the present day 
falls below the true standard of consist­
ent Christian profession. Nor should 
we choose to determine with positive­
ness as to how Cliristian character of 
the present day compares with that of 
the apostolic age. We may, however, 
be permitted to say, that we do not be­
long to that skeptical fraternity who 
are continuously stigmatizing Christian 
professors as a band of duped fanatics, 
or of brazen-faced hypocrites. Our 
confident belief is th»t^ the present 
membership of the Christian Church— 
take them number for number—are the 
most intelligent and best informed peo­
ple in the world; and, if such is tlie 
fact, we shall find here but little mate­
rial out of which we may suppose fan­
atics are manufiictured. As to the hy­
pocrisy of Christian pfofegsors, it is 
difficult for us to . divine what motives 
can induce—at least seven-eighths of 
them—to play the hypocrite in this 
matter. "What pecuniary, or other ben­
efit, are they to derive from connection 
with the Christian Church 1 We cer­
tainly do not belong to the discipleship 
of that long-faeed, croaking sect whose 
incessant, dolorous inquiry is, "What is 
the cause that the former days were bet­
ter than thesel" (Eccl. vii: 10.) We 
claim fellowship -with that sunny coun­
tenanced, happy class of people who^ 
confidently believe that we are living 
in the most favored days with which 
the Church has yet been blessed. 

But, whUe we are thus thankfiil for 
the great amount of good there is in 
the world, we are confident that, with ' 
the blessing of Heaven upon more 
zealous Christian eflfotta, this good 
might be augmented a hundred-fold. 
While thankful for the practical piety 

Ui 


