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HOW IS IT WITH THY S0UL1 

B r E E V . B . r . LAWRENCE. 

"Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
ehall enter into the femgdom of heaven, hut he th:tt 
doeth Ihe will of my Fiither •n-hich ia in heaven. 
Many will say unto me in that day, Lord, Lord, hflve 
we not pruphei3ied in thy name; and in thy name 
cast out devils; and in thy name done many won
derful works ? And then -will I profess unto them. 
I never knew you; depart trom me, ye ivortera ot 
iniqiiity." Matt. vii. 21-23. 

THIS is, to me, a very startling pas
sage of Scripture. It takes hold of my 
inmost soul. It describes a judgment-
scene, and every thing pertaining to the 
judgment is startling to me—it may 
not be to all. I presume it is not, for 
many act as though they had never 
heard any such word ; but when you. 
speak to me of the judgment you make 
an irresistible claim on my attention. 

And this te.xt refers to a judgment-
scene in whioh a condemned mimster of 
the Gospel, or at least a very prominent 
professor of religion is the central figure. 
"Prophesied," "cast out de-rils," "did 
many wonderful works," and yet con
demned ! Should not that startle me 1 
It is so, that a man may preaeh, even-
be the means of reforming many, do 
many wonderful works in saving men, 
pass through life respected as a Chris
tian, and without alarm, and yet be met 
in the day of judgment with the dread
ful words from Jesus Christ, " Depart 
from me ye that work iniquity !" Well 
inay my heart be stirred. We are 
also to consider that there will be many 
such eases in that great day, not simply 
a few, not only one here and there, but 
many will say in that day, " Lord, 
Lord," and be sternly tumed away. 
Think of the disappointment! Here 

, ste souls that will go right up to the 

gate of heaven, expecting to enter, and 
saying " Lord, here we eome; we have 
been prophesying, been casting out dev
ils in thy name, been doing wonderful 
works for thee ; open the gate Lord, let 
us enter, that we may receive our re
ward." But instead of opening the gate 
the Lord wiU say, " 1 never knew you, 
depart from me ye that work iniquity." 
O, my soul! art thou to meet with such 
a disapointment as that in the day of 
God, after all my praysrs and labors in 
the church ? But, 

I. Who are they that will be thus 
disappointed in this judgment-day 1 

1. Those who mistake conviction fbr 
conversion, and, resting there, nev«r 
have a change of heart. And is it not 
to be feared that there are many such 
in the churches at this day ? Things 
" must be done decently and in orde?' 
now; the "strong crying and tears" of 
former times, the soul-searching altar-
work of other days, has, in too many 
instances, disappeared at the bidding of 
the so-called refinement of the times, 
which can be boisterous enough on 
' change, in a sociable, or at the ball, 
but must preserve a deathlike silence in 
the church. The proprieties of the 
times suffocate many a soul that might 
be born into the kingdom of God. 

In these days of speculation, ill- gotten 
gains, extravagant building, equipage, 
and dress, it costs something to get a 
new heart, more than many are willing 
to pay. Restitution, self-denial, con
formity in all things to the pattern given 
us in the Bible, many think a heavy sum 
to pay for a change of heart. Hence 
many who are called Christians know 
nothing experimentally about conver
sion. Such will be disappointed in the 
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day of God, for Jesus says, " Except a 
man be born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God." 

2. Among the • disappointed will be 
Jhose who may have been converted, 
'but afterwards failed to practice the 
self-denial, and to do the works enjoined 
by Christ. Let a person be converted, 
but faU to do the works of Christ, and 
yet all the while hold on to his profes
sion, and keep his place in the church, 
and that man's spiritual life will die out 
of his soul so softly, that neither him
self nor any one else will know that 
death has come. ^ mother had her 
child upon her arm, and they both slept 
sweetly, but in the night the child died, 
and so softly, that the mother knew it 
not until in the morning, when she 
awoke to caress it, she found it lifeless 
clay. So many a Christian lies down 
on the bosom of the church to take 
his ease, and then quietly dies. 

May I tell you what is sending souls 
to hell very rapidly in these days ? It is 
Religion made easy. Do you know 
what that is ] You have read of " French 
made easy in six lessons," and " German 
made easy in six lessons 1" Well they 
have " religion made easy" in one. A 
man goes to the altar, is converted, 
joins the church, communes, and pays 
Ms money to support the institutions of 
the Gospel; yet never takes up a cross, 
or does anything unpleasant to the 
flesh; but imitates the world in eating, 
drinking, dressing, buying and selling, 
and seeking amusement. This is relig
ion made easy— t̂he gilded Antinomian
ism that fills and curses the church of the 
present day. "Religion made easy !" 
My soul, that will not do for thee ! A 
division of our army tried " war made 
easy" in the west near Shiloh. The sol
diers were fatigued with hard marching: 
they crossed the Tennessee river, march
ed on two or three miles towards Corinth, 
and then encamped. The tents were 
pitched, and the picket-line tlu-own out. 
TQien the officers slept in their tents, 
the soldiers slept in the ranks, and the 
pickets slept on their posts. So war 
was made easy. But with the earliest 
dawn the rebels came marching ou, the 

pickets, without giving any alarm, fell 
into the hands of their enemies; many 
of tbe officers were' bayoneted in their 
beds, and 5,000 of the soldiers were 
taken prisoners at once. This was war 
made easy—easy for the rebels, but 
hard for us, for they gained such an ad
vantage in the early mom that before 
night they almost pushed our brokeif 
legions into the Tennessee, and it re
quired all the indomitable energy of 
GRANT, to overcome the disadvantage, 
and wrest victory from their giasp. 
War made easy will not do for the 
Union cause, nor wiU religion made 
easy do for my soul. Religion made 
easy will get its eyes open in the day 
of judgment just in time to see the 
frown of the Judge as he says " Depart, 
from me ye that work iniquity." Self-
denial, cross-bearing, and good works 
will do better for thee, O my soul, than 
religion made easy. 

3. Among those who are to be disap
pointed in the day of God, let me num
ber those who take opposite extremes, 
and run their religion into works, but 
become void of spiritual life, and of that 
love without which one is but sounding 
brass and tinkling cymbal. They are 
active, they prophesy, they cast out dev
ils, they do many wonderfiil works, 
preaching the law, lecturing on morsis, 
inducing men to reform, building church
es, and devising liberal things for the 
cause of God, and yet all the while void 
of that perfect love whieh casteth out 
fear, and which alone can prepare a soul 
for heaven. Selfishness, ambition, de-
su-e of gain, love of popularity, and 
I know not how many other impuis 
motives, may concur to impel a man to 
the performance of these works. I 
doubt not that there are many ministers, 
who were considered revivalists, in hell 
this day, writhing along the burning 
strand of damnation. They preached 
eloquently, promoted reformation, did 
many wonderfid things, yet their mo
tive power was pride,—they were dete> 
mined that their life should be a stucest, 
—or love of popularity, the spring of 
action with so many, and they were 
driven away from the throne of God. 
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The performance of all possible good 
works can never set aside the absolute 
necessity of spiritual life and hve. as 
the preparation for the heavenly state. 
Is not the Apostle very clear on this 
subject in the 13th of 1st Cor. ? Proph-
esyings, faith, alms deeds, and good 
works, are there declared to be but sound
ing brass and tiiikJing cymbal, without 
God-given love. Love to God, and to all 
mankind alone -will do. And yet how 
deficient in this chief requisite of salva
tion is the church of the present day 1 
What bitterness of spirit has Satan dis
tributed through almost every society ? 
What political hatred now rankles Jn 
thousands of so-called Christian hearts ? 
And hatred toward the negro, is bearing 
myriads of souls right down to hell 
though they are all the time entertain
ing a hope of heaven. A minister of 
the New Jersey Conference, when about 
to take his missionary collection of last 
year, stated that increased liberality 
was demanded by the fact that many 
freedmen were coming into our lines 
and needed missionary laborers among 
them. A prominent Methodist, •who 
had been giving 15 or 20 dollars to 
missions, thereupon said, " 1 will not 
give anything now,—I'll not give to 
niggers" or words to that effect. And 
yet that man's Bible says that under the 
preaching ofthe Gospel, Ethiopia skall 
stretch out her hands unto God. Does 
it seem that that man could have felt 
the first, the very first breathings of the 
sweet spirit of Christian love upon his 
soull And yet with all these dread
fiil deficiencies, distributed with Satanic 
liberality through the Church, we call 
ourselves Christians, and all, apparently, 
are going on toward the day of general 
doom in full expectation of being ad
mitted into heaven to dwell and sing in 
bliss forever! Many are to be doom
ed to sad and eternal disappointment. 
If you will give the devU a little help, 
he will so effectually deceive you that 
you will march right up to the mansions 
of bliss, when you are only fit to be 
shut up in the caverns of hell. And 
the very language of assurance that we 
Methodists l^ve been taught to use con

cerning our spiritual state, the devil 
makes subservient to the deception of 
many. You are converted, you feel 
it all through your soul; you say so 
in plain language, and that is right, and 
the devil is mad enough about it. But 
now you bear no crosses, do but few if 
any of the works of God, or perhaps 
you perform works, but you indulge in 
bitterness against some who have in
jured you. Now you go to another ex
perience meeting; it is your tum to 
speak, what will you say ? that you are 
still a child of God? But what about 
your refusal to bear crosses, or denying 
self, or your bitter spirit? Are not 
these in the way 1 " But what," say 
you, " can these little things deprive 
me of my sonship ? was I not clearly 
converted 1 1 am a child of God." So 
though there is but little if any repent
ance for your short-comings, yet you 
confidently asseverate that you are an 
heir of God ; and all this is done a hun
dred times over, until you come to fully 
believe the lie yourself. And at the 
same time you are brothered here, and 
brothered there. Does not the church 
and the world too, consider you a Chris
tian? O that old deceiver! How smooth
ly he carries on the work of destroying 
souls. You see that " many" are likely 
to be turned away in disappointment in 
" that day." 

II. But some may ask, is it right, or 
does it seem right, for God thus to tum 
these characters away from the gate of 
heaven in the judgment,when it is too late 
for further preparation, seeing that they 
did many good works, and were indulg
ing in hopes of eternal bliss ? Yes, it 
must seem right to the thoughtfiil. 

1. Has not God a right to lay down 
his own conditions for admission into 
heaven ? And has he not declared that 
nothing but purity can enter heaven ? 
and declared it so plainly that the Bible 
cannot be read without seeing it ? And 
because men comply with a few ot these 
requirments, is Gfod to set others aside 
and admit them with half a^/re«M. 

2. Can God permit heaven to be de
stroyed ? ./fed what is essential to the 
very existence of heaven ? Harmony— 
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the harmony of holiness and hve. And 
would not the admission of one sinful 
disposition into heaven, destroy that 
harmony, and so destroy heaven ? Are 
these characters referred to in the text, 
to force their way into that holy place 
to its destruction, just because they 
have done some things that tbe Christian 
should do ? 

3. Do you still think it hard that 
those who may expect to enter heaven, 
should at the last be drivenaway in disap
pointment ? It is hard and sad. But 
is God to blame ? Does he not use 
most startling words in the Scriptures 
to arouse this very class and undeceive 
them before it is too late ? Hear him, 
" Exceptyour righteousness shall exceed 
the righteousness of the Scribes and 
Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into 
the kingdom of heaven." " I would 
that ye were cold or hot: so then be
cause thou art lukewarm and neither 
cold nor hot, I will spew thee out of my 
mouth." "Nevertheless 1 have some
what against thee, because thou hast 
left thy first love. Remember there
fore from whence thou art fallen, and re-
pent,anddo the first works; or els&l will 
come unto thee quickly and will remove 
thy candle-stick out of his place." What 
startling words 1 You also remember 
the case of the foolish Virgins, and the 
stirring words of the text. Now if men 
will build hopes,of heaven upon the 
sand when God's words are flashing 
light upon them, revealing most clearly 
the folly of their course, will they have 
any right to complain when the base
less fabric faUs in ruin to the ground ? 
If you let the devU deceive you, the 
blame is your own, God has faithfully 
warned. 

4. But does it seem right for God to 
brand as workers of iniquity, those who 
have done many good works? Are 
they workers of iniquity ? Yes. Sup
pose a talented, but ambitious minister 
of the Gospel preaches so earnestly that 
many are converted, and much good 
done to many. But the most he has in 
-view are his own popularity, honor and 
profit; yet present good is done.. But 
does the credit then pass to his account? 

I No, but to the inherent power of God's 
truth, and to the Holy Ghost who doubt
less oft«n aids a base man in proclaim
ing soul-saving truth. Balaam prophe
sied God's ti-uth and yet was a sinner 
all the whUe, working " for the wages 
of unrighteousness." But then as that 
very minister who may have been so 
successful in using the blessed Gospel, 
may by his careless life and unholy in
fiuence hinder the very persons whom 
the word in his hands brought into the 
church,' from going on to perfection, 
their last state soon becoming worse 
than the first, he is emphatically a work
er of iniquity. Thus 1 tliink I can see 
that many influential ministers, aud 
many influential laymen too, will be 
driven away from the throne of God in 
the judgment-day as " workers of iu-
iquity.'' Save us. Lord 1 save us from 
such a sad, such an irremediable disap
pointment ! Who eould bear to find ai 
ihe hst, that one's self had been mis
taken all along, about this most impor
tant matter of life! 

III. But is religion so uncertain as to 
its nature aud evidence that let one do 
the best he can, he may be mistaken at 
the last ? No, blessed be God; the 
way of salvation is so plain that the 
wayfaring man though a fool shaU not 
err therein. 

1. Let no one who is interested about 
his soul ever cease seeking pardon until 
he is satisfied in his own heart that he 
is converted—that he is a child of God, 
having certainly passed from death un
to life, and become a new creature. 
There are not wanting false guides who, 
when persons are seeking religion, will 
try to persuade them that the work is 
done, though they themselves have no 
certain evidence of a change. Let no 
one deceive you here. Pray on until 
the Holy Spirit persuades you that it is 
done, for God will give you such cer
tain evidence that you may exclaim, 

" What we have felt and seen, 
W îth confidence we tell, , 
And publish to the sons of men. 
The signs infallihle." 

Let your determination be, " I wiU 
pray on for years if need be, untU" 
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" The Spirit answers to the Wood 
And tells me I am born of God." 

Far rather let me die seeking, than 
be deceived into the belief of being in a 
converted state when far from it. 

2. Then add good works imme
diately. Take up the 'crosses as soon 
as they present themselves. Let no 
neglected duty cast a shade of condemn
ation on your soul. Beware, O, beware 
of " religion made easy." 

3. Give all diligence at once to "go 
on to perfection." Hear the first com
mand to the newly converted—" Leav
ing the principles of the doctrine of 
Christ—go on to perfection." Remem
ber that good works without this going 
on are in the eyes of God " sounding 
brass and tinkling c^'mbal." And is 
there not a great deal of " sounding'" 
and "tinkling" in the chureh at this 
day ? God help us. 

4. Be careful to keep the conscience 
tender. O, how safely will your con
science guide you if you keep it tender. 
As quickly as the eye will warn you of 
the approach of evil, will a tender con 
science warn you when on dangerous 
ground. Like a wise judge will it sit 
in judgment dn your feelings, words 
and actions, to determine their charac
ter. But you may make your con
science a false guide. Omit a Christian 
duty now and then, give way a little 
here and there, trying to persuade your
self that no harm is done,, and you will, 
or may get your conscience so blind, so 
numb, that it will give you no warning, 
no sign, and never wake up, until down 
fi-om the throne rolls those dreadful 
words, " Depart from me ye workers 
of iniquity!" Stimulate your con
science well with the liniment of pray
er, enliveu it with the friction of well-
^°'"o' gratify it by listening to its-faint 
est calls, and it will be a sleepless guide 
to your soul. 

5. Make the Scriptures your guide in 
all things. Do not imitate and foUow 
each other. And yet how many do 
that ? Three vessels were sailing along 
the Jersey coast. The foremost missed 
her reckoning, and went ashore. The 
second without reckoning for herself 

followed the first, and the third in like 
manner followed the second, and soon 
all three of them were, within a few 
yards of each other, stranded, wrecked, 
ruined, and two of them because they 
blindly followed. So souls may be seen 
on every hand following others down to 
hell. Blindly follow no man. Make 
tlie Bible your guide. Do not imagine 
that any one in the chureh is wise 
enough, or great enough, or good enough, 
to alter the Bible here and there. 

6. Frequently " examine yourselves 
whether ye be in the faith." " E.\amine 
your spirit, for some " know not what 
manner of spirit they are of;" examine 
your motives, examine your words, ex
amine your works. Demand of your
self the most exact compliance with the 
requirements of God's word. Show 
mercy in judging others, but be rigid 
with yourself. And if in the process 
of self-examination, you find the follow
ing qualities iu your heart and life, you 
may thank God and take courage : faith, 
perfect hve and good works. These can 
find no place in hell; but for them 
.Jesus Chiist will find a place in heaven. 
Tiie man who has these in his heart and 
life need not say " Lord, Lord !" to at
tract attention in "that day," but the 
Judge will haU the possessor of these 
qualities and graces, saying " Come, ye 
blesssed of my father, inherit the king
dom prepared for you from the found
ation of the world." 

Reader, Reader, on what ground dost 
thou stand this day ? Should the dead, 
both small and great, be called this day 
to stand before God, what words would 
roll down from the lips of the great 
Judge to thine ear—" Depart ?" or 
" Come ?" 

THAT is a notable example of Dr. 
Chalmers, who, when he was professor 
at St. Andrews, was accustomed to 
meet on Sabbath evening a little class 
composed of the poorest, most neg
lected chUdren he could gather together. 
And yet this great man says that to 
meet this little circle, he prepared him
self as thoroughly and carefully as to 
meet his class at the university. 
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GIVING, 

BT MRS. H. A, CROUCH. 

"Freely ye have received," JesuB saya, *'fi:eely 
give." 

How is it that the idea obtains so 
generally, that what is given is virtually 
lost ? Hence we hear persons say, 
how often, I would like to give to this 
object, if I could afford io ; or when 
urged to give more than they have sub
scribed, " reaUy, I cannot; there are so 
many calls for money; so many benev
olent objects to sustain." In just as 
sensible a manner would a man act, 
standing by a pUe of seed wheat, which 
had been left in his hands to scatter on 
the already prepared fields, with the 
privilege granted him of reserving what 
he might want for his sustenance, who 
should scatter but one bushel of the 
wheat, and reserve the rest for this year's 
use, and next year's use, and for the use 
of his children, who are growing up, 
and for a " rainy day," whieh may 
come sometime in his life. Who of his 
neighbors would not say " thou fool! tb 
garner up your wheat, when by sowing 
it you may have it increased thirty, six
ty, or perhaps an hundred fold." " He 
which soweth sparingly, shall also reap 
sparingly ; and he which soweth boun
tifully, shall also reap bountifully." 2 
Cor. ix, 6. There is not one principle 
in nature more evident than this, and 
God's word for it, " he that ministereth 
seed to the sower, will both minister 
bread for your food, and multiply your 
seed sown, and increase the fruits of 
your righteousness." " Give and it 
shall be given unto you; good measure, 
pressed down, and shaken together, and 
running over, shall men give into your 
bosom." Luke vi. 38. Honor the Lord 
with thy substance, and with the first 
fruits of all thine increase, so shall thy 
barns be filled with plenty,, and thy 
presses shall burst out with riew wine." 
Prov. iii. 9, 10. 

What more can you ask ? and is not 
the command of God just as explicit, 
and binding, as any other in the Bible, 
which says, " Lay not up for yourselves | 

treasures upon earth, where moth and 
rust doth cormpt, and where thieves 
break through and steal; but lay up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust doth cor
rupt, and where thieves do not break 
through nor steal." The Bank of Hea
ven is safe, praise God! There is no 
danger of its ever breaking. Flame 
and flood camiot devour and destroy 
what we deposit there. Rust cannot 
canker i t ; it cannot be mislaid or lost; 
rogues cannot swindle us out of i t . ^ 
Death brings us to our possessions, in
stead of separating us forever from them. 
With treasures in heaven we die rich. 
With treasures on earth we die poor. 

God himself challenges us to prove 
him with legard to this matter. " Bring 
ye all the tithes into the store house, 
that there may be meat in my house, 
and prove me now herewith, saith the 
Lord of hosts, if 1 will not open you 
the -windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a blessing that there shall not be 
room enough to receive it. And 1 will 
rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and 
he shall not destroy the fruits of your 
gromid, neither shall your vine cast her 
fruit before the time in the field, saith 
the Lord of hosts." 

Let us have the same faith in the God 
of the Bible, that we have in the God 
of nature. We expect the sun will rise 
to-morrow morning. We have not 
one doubt but that the warm, summer 
days are coming, and the seed we now 
sow, springing up, will bear fruit. So 
let us not doubt, and fear coming to 
want, even though we should scatter 
seed with a lavish hand. The poor wid
ow, who was gathering sticks to cook 
her last handful of meal, might have 
said to Elijah, when he requested her to 
bring htm a morsel of bread, " I wish 
I had it for you, but I have not, all I 
have in the world is but one handful of 
meal and a little oil, and I am just about 
now to cook it for myself and my starv
ing child." Had she tuhied the stranger 
away—as most would have done under 
the circumstances—she and her son 
would have eaten their last meal, and 
died. But aa it was, her barrel of meal 
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wasted not, neither did the cruise of oil 
feil, through those years of famine. I do 
not believe that poor widow who threw 
into the treasury all the living that she 
had, suffered, or lacked daUy bread, for 
I am sure that he who feeds the little 
birds, cared for her and supplied her 
wants. 

It is well in giving, as in everything 
else to be systematic. The Jews gave 
a tenth of their income to the priest
hood alone. This tenth was but a small 
part of what they did in reality give, in 
different directions. If those who read 
this should lay aside, and give to the 
Lord, one-tenth of the increase of their 
substance, I am sure even the poorest, 
would be surprised at the amount they 
•would be enabled to give. Will you 
try it, brethren and sisters ? Will you 
lay aside one tenth of your income to 
give to the Lord ? I am sure he will 
bless you by doing so. I do not mean 
that you should restrict yourselves to a 
tenth, but that you should not give less 
than that amount. Onehassaid, "giveall 
that you have to the Lord, aud let him 
make drafts upon you as he shall pleas^." 
In such a case however much one might 
be said to be worth, he could not be 
rich, as he is only a steward, holding, 
and using property for another—even 
for ihe Lord; so that he cannot be of 
that class ot whom Jesus said it would 
be easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than that they should 
be saved. 

And while we ask the question " what 
wilt thou have me to do ?" let us look 
for a moment at the magnitude of the 
Work to be wrought. Busy millions 
throng the earth, and almost the whole 
World is rushing headlong in darkness 
to eternal night. With a population of 
one billion, it is estimated that only 
about two hundred millions of the in
habitants of the earth are denominated-
Christians, leaving eight hundred mil
lion souls who are ignorant of the truths 
ofthe gospel, and sitting in the shades 
of death. But it is a startling truth, 
that if every Christian were to be, iu the 
hands of God, the means of sa-ring but 
one soul a year, and these in tvra were 

to be instrumental in saving each a soul 
a j^ear, in less than four years every soul 
upon the green earth would be converted. 

May God help us to labor as we never 
have labored, remembering the promise 
that tbey that be wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament, and they 
that turn many to righteousness as the 
stars forever and ever. 

THE HIGHER LIFE, ITS EFFECT. 

B T D . F . NE'WTON. 

HOLINESS is light, spiritual light. 
" God is light and in him is no dark
ness at all." "If we walk in the light 
as he is in the light, we have fellow
ship one with another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son, cleanseth us from 
all sin." 1 John i. 7. Nothing so en
lightens, invigorates and thrills with e.t-
tatic joy the whole being, as the purify
ing power of the Holy Spirit. The 
moment the follower of Jesus receives 
the pentacostal baptism, that moment 
new light dawns like the noon-day 
sun! He sees with new eyes—hears 
with new ears—rejoices with a new 
joy. " Behold all things are become 
new." He is now 'prepared, as nev
er hitherto, to face the enemy " fight 
the good fight," and storm the forts of 
Satan. The fresh impetus given to the 
soul on the reception of this superlative 
grace is marvelous. 

This was true of Isaiah when the live 
coal from God's altar was applied to his 
lips, and his iniquity taken away and 
his sins purged. Then when the caU 
was made for help on the battle-field, 
Isaiah eould say with a hearty good-wiU, 
" Here am I, send me." See Isaiah vi. 
1-8. 
Holiness is both light and power. It 
was so under the old dispensation it is 
so under the new. It is so now it wUl 
be so forever ! Glory to Father, Son. 
and Holy Spirit! New light and 
strength are received 1 Wonderful, 
wonderful ! The change is wonderfiil! 
Previous to these sealing, sanctifying 
influences of the Holy Spirit, the Bible, 
(to many) is comparatively a sealed 



140 THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN AND GOLDEN RULE. 

book, but now the light shines brightly, 
The Scriptures open with new beauty 
and grandeur; wondrous things appear 
out of God's law. The individual re
ceiving the %vitness of entire sanctifica
tion exclaims with the Psalmist, joyful
ly, " O, how I love thy law, it is my 
meditation all the day, I have more un
derstanding than all my teachers, for thy 
testimonies are my meditation. How 
sweet are thy words to my taste, yea, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth.— 
The Bible becomes a new book. A 
Congregational minister, after embra
cing the doctrine of perfect love, re
marks thus: " It feeems to me that 1 
obtain a clearer knowledge of more 
Scriptures in one day than I could before 
in a month. And then what a convic
tion of î rî Â. The Bible, O how ines
timably precious! It is my meditation 
day and night. How full it is! It 
meets my every want, answers all my 
difliculties, Solves all my perplexities." 

How was it with the primitive disci
ples previously to the pentacostal bap
tism ? They were blind, ignorant, tim
id, fearful, doubtfiil. The M'ay of salva 
tion to them was obscure. They saw 
men as trees walking. How was it after 
pentacost, when the tongue of fire was 
given? Darkness disappeared, and 
light, and hope, and joy burst forth. 
The Holy Spirit now took of the things 
that belonged to Christ and showed 
them to the disciples. They now went 
forth with renewed boldnesslike a strong 
man armed. One could chase a thou
sand, and two put ten thousand to flight! 
The precious teachings of Christ came 
home with redoubled light and power. 
The way of salvation through Christ's 
mediation and sacrifice shone brightly. 
" Holiness to the Lord," was written ou 
their banners. Very many previously 
to this special unction from on High 
could see no passages bearing directly 
on this subject of entire sanctification, 
but on the reception of this gospel full
ness, almost every page was radiant 
with the blessed doctrine! Proof-texts 
on prooftexts loomed up brightly. 
"Now with open face they behold as in 
a glass the glory of the Lord, and are 

changed into the samp image, from glo
ry to glory, even as by the Spirit of 
the Lord." O what a blessing, what a 
blessing! Furthermore, God gracious
ly answers the prayers of those embrac
ing heartily this full salvation. Minis
ters that toiled for years without any 
visible success attending their labors, 
on the application of this burning coal, 
went forth with renewed strength of 
purpose, and faith, and zeal. God very 
soon literally poured out his Spirit and 
multitudes of sinnera rushed to his altar 
crying out, " Lord save, we perish." 
Tlieir praj'ers were auswered almost 
miraculously in the conversion of their 
friends and neighbors. God set his seal 
of approbation to this inner life. We 
miglit fill volumes delineating facts 
Ulustrative of the efficiency of the blood 
of Jesus in cleansing from all sin in this 
life and the glorious results which are 
sure to follow. The history of the 
church in all ages is a living testimony 
of the truth herein delineated, and es
pecially that holiness is power. It is 
so, must be so. Heaven ordains it. 
Whenever God's people take him at his 
word, arise, shine, and put on their 
strength, lay aside every weight and the 
sin that doth so easUy beset them, run 
with patience the race set before them, 
looking to Jesus continually, the author 
and finisher of their faith—resisting un
to blood, (if need be) striving against 
sin, then and there salvation streams 
overfiowingly! Angels tune their golden 
harps afresh. " Glory to God in the high
est, on earth peace and good will to men." 

Beloved, why taiTy a moment, when 
God is urging and commanding every 
soul naming the name of Christ to 
" come out from the world aud be sep
arate, and touch not the unclean thing," 
" to wash and be clean." " An highway 
is there, and a way, and it shall be call-
•ed the way of holiness, the unclean shall 
not pass over it, but it shall be for those, 
the wayfaring men, though fools shaU 
not err therein." Isa. xxxv. 8. 

" Wake up, brother! wake up, sister! 
Seek, O seek this holy state; 

None but holy ones can enter 
Through the pnre celestial gat»!" 
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THE BIBLE NOT OF MAN. 

BV REV. B. DONKERSLEY. 

*' Whence bat from Heaven, conld men onskilled in 
In several a^es bom, in several parts [art;;. 
Weave sncifa^eeing tmths ? or how or "nrhy. 
Should all conspire to cheat us -n-ith a lie ? 
Unasked their pains, aneratefni their advice, 
Starving their paius, and martyrdom their price." 

THE following condensed argument, 
• to our mind, presents incontrovertable 
proof that the Bible is of God:—Bad 
meu or devils could not have \\Titten 
the Bible, for it condemns them and 
their works. Good men or angels 
could not have written it, for in saying 
it was the word of God, when it 
was their own invention, they would 
have been guilty of falsehood, and thus 
could not have been good. The only 
one who could have written it is the 
real author—God himself. Another 
writer propounds the following perti
nent queries :—How comes it that this 
hook, written by humble men, in a rude 
age of the world, when art and science 
were but in their childhood, has exerted 
more influence on the human mind, and 
on the social system than all other books 
put together ? Whence comes it that 
this book has achieved such marvelous 
changes in the opinions of mankind— 
has banished idol worship—has abolish 
ed infiinticide—has put down polygamy 
and divorce—exalted the condition of 
woman—raised the standard of public 
morality—created for families that 
blessed thing, a Christian home, and 
achieved its other triumphs, by causing 
benevolent institutions, open and expan
sive, to spring up as with the wand of 
enchantment ? 

What sort of a book is this that even 
the winds and waves of human passions 
obey it ? What other engine of social 
improvement has operated so long and 
yet lost none of its virtue ? Since this 
book first appeared, many boasted plans 
of social amelioration have been tried 
and have faUed ; many codes of juris-
J)rudence have arisen, run their course, 
and have expired. Empire after em
pire has been launched on the tide of 
time, and have gone do^wn, leaving not 
a trace upon the waters. But this book 

is StiU going about doing good—leaven
ing society with its holy principles— 
cheering the sorrowing with its conso
lations—strengthening the tempted— 
encouraging the penitent—calming the 
troubled spirit, and' smoothing the pil
low of death. Can such a book be the 
offspring of human genius? Does not 
the vastness of its effects demonstrate 
the excellency of the power to be of 
God ? 

The miraculous preservation of ihe 
Bible presents strong presumptive evi
dence thai it is of God. While other 
books have perished with their authors, 
the Bible is as imperishable as its au
thor. While the writings of the sages 
of antiquity are collected in scattered 
books, mutilated chapters, the sacred 
Scriptures have come down to our times 
without the loss ofa single book,chapter, 
or essential section. When the Roman 
legions encompassed Jerusalem, and 
the ploughshare of destruction wtis 
driven through the devoted city, when 
there was not left one stone upon an-, 
other of that temple which was the pride 
of the nation, and the glory of the 
world, the sacred records escaped the 
common doom. The Bible escaped the 
flames which consumed over 700,000 
volumes of the Alexandrian library, 
and was also ^preserved amid the im
mense conflagration which destroyed the 
120,000 volumes of the library at Con
stantinople. It was sacred from the 
successive conflagrations which envelop
ed the "eternal city," especially that 
one whieh was enkindled by the light
nings of heaven, and wound the imperial 
halls of Lucius Aurelius Antonius in 
the winding sheet of flame. It was 
saved from the bigoted vandalism which 
attended the suppression of the religious 
houses, and the destruction of the mo
nastic houses in England in the 16th 
century. 

The sublime and exalted subjects on 
which ihe Bible treats present strong 
evidence in favor of the Divine origin 
of this book. For example, its repre
sentation of the parental character of 
God; its inculcation of universal char
ity ; the stress which it lays on inward 
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purity; its substitution of a spiritual 
worship for the forms and ceremonies 
which every where had usurped the name 
and extinguished the life of religion; 
its preference for humility, and the 
mild, unostentatious, passive virtues, to 
those dazzling qualities which generally 
monopolize men's admiration ; its con
sistent and bright discoveries of immor
tality, its adaptation to the wants of 
man as a sinner; its adaptation to 
all the conditions, capacities and suffer
ings of human nature, its pure, sublime, 
yet practical morality, its high and gen
erous motives, aa^ its firmness to a 
form of character, which plainly pre
pares for a higher life than the present, 
these are peculiarities of the Bible 
which will strike us more and more, in 
proportion as we understand distinctly, 
the circumstances under which "holy 
men of old wrote and spoke as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost." 

Would you meet with examples of 
religious fidelity ? Then read the biog
raphies of Abraham aud Noah. Of 
filial affection and obedience ? Read the 
beautiful narratives of Isaac, of Joseph 
and of Ruth. Of meekness ? Turn to 
the marvelous history of Moses. Of 
patience ? This "you will find in the 
book of Job. Of moral purity ? Turn 
to the lives of Enoch and Elijah; of 
Zachariah and Elizabeth. Ot human 
sympathy ? Read the Lamentations of 
Jeremiah. Of moral courage? Turn 
to the thrilling narratives of Daniel, the 
three Hebrew children, and of St. Paul. 
Of Christian love ? See this in the 
spirit and deportment of John and 
Mary. Would you see all the Chris
tian graces blended in one person ? Then 
go to the four Gospels, and there find 
this living embodiment of " Whatso
ever things are honest, whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good report," 
in the person, life, and character of 
Jesus of Nazareth. 

The moral effects achieved by the Bi
ble, where ii has been freely circulated, 
and cordially received, demonstrate ihe 
'• excellency of its power to be of God." 

A gentleman in New York who person-
ally knew Thomas Paine, and was fre
quently iu his company during the last 
years of his life, gave the following ac
count of a conversation he had with him 
respecting^the Bible: 

One evening I found Paine harangue-
ing his disciples on the great mischief 
done to mankind by the production of 
the Bible and Christianity. When he 
paused; I said, " Mr. Paine, you have 
been in Scotland. You know there is 
not a more rigid set of people in the 
world that! they are in their attachment 
to the Bible. Is it not one of the school 
books ? Their churches are full of Bi-
bles. When a young man leaves his fath 
er's house, his mother, in packing his 
chest, always puts a Bible on top of his 
clothes." He said it was true. I con
tinued. " You have been in Spain and 
Portugal, where they have no Bible; 
and there you can hire a man for a 
dollar to murder his neighbor, who nev
er gave him any offeAce." He assented. 
" You have been in districts in Europe 
where not oue man in fifty can read, and 
you have been in Ireland, where the ma
jority never saw a Bible. Now you 
know it as an historical fact that in ona 
eounty in England or Ireland there are 
more capital convictions 4n six months, 
than there are in the whole population 
of Scotland in twelve months. Besides 
this there is not one Scotchman in the 
almshouse. State prison. Bridewell or 
penitentiary of New York. Now then, 
if the Bible was so bad a book as yoo 
represent it to be, those who use it 
would be the worst members of society; 
but the eontrary is the fact, our prisons, 
and alms-houses, and penitentiaries are 
filled with men and women whose igno
rance or unbelief prevents their reading 
the Bible." It was now near ten o'clock 
at night. Paine answered not a word, 
but taking his candle from the table 
walked up stairs, leaving his friends 
and myself staring at one another. 
The book—this mighty book, on every line 
Marked with the seal of high divinity. 
Op every leaf bedewed -with drops of love 
Divine, and with eternal heraldry 
And signature of God Almighty stamped 
From first to last.—Pollock. 
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" PREACH THE WORD." 

BV BORAGE FOWLER. G 
THERE must be an important meaning 

attached to these words. What is the 
word ? " For the prophecy came not 
in old time bj' the will of man; but 
holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost." We will 
notice a few examples of the preach
ing of the word. Noah preached the 
word. Nathan preached the word to 
David. " Thou art the man." Jonah 
preached the word to the people of Nin
eveh. John the Baptist preached the 
word. The Saviour preached the word 
to the unbelieving Jews. Peter preach
ed the word on the day of pentacost. 
Preaching the word in these days would 
bring like effects, for God is the same, 
and the enemy of all righteousness is 
the same. When God sent the children 
of Israel to destroy the enemies if they 
had thrown their arms at them, or aimed 
above their heads for the sake of mak
ing a display of themselves, they would 
soon have been overpowered and de
stroyed. God strikes at the heart. 
As long as men preach about the sun, 
moon and stars and glories of heaven— 
as long as the idols and sins of men's 
hearts are not disturbed, all is peace. 
We have many eloquent and learned 
men in these days. Why is it that 
their labor is often worse than in vain ? 
It is because they are not moved by the 
Holy Ghost. They are afraid of the 
Word. The truth as it is in Jesus re
veals unto men their real condition.— 
The preaching of the word always has 
brouglit reproach and persecution and 
always will. God says "my wordshaU 
not return u:it<i me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I please, and it 
shaU prosper in the thing whereunto I 
sentit." How few examplesof the preach
ing of the word we bave at this time! 

The Holy Ghost,—the spirit of truth. 
Was never so much nesded as at the 
present time. What opposition there 
is to the demonstrations of the Spirit! 
"Without the fullness of the Spirit—the 
presence of Jesus, we can do nothing. 

Our prayers and exhortations fall to the 
earth from whence they came. "As 
many as are led by the Spirit of God 
they are the sons of God." 

WON BY THE LOVE OF JOHN. 

4 
LOVE is powerful to reclaim wander

ers and reform the abandoned. It has 
led many to repentance who have 
seemed beyond hope. The following 
incident in the Apostle John's later 
life, is told by Dr. Haiina, in his " For
ty Days after the Resurrection," pub
lished by the Carters: 

When the tyrant who sent John to 
Patmos was dead, the Apostle return
ed to Ephesus. Engaged in a visitation 
of the neighboring churches, he saw in 
one of them a youth of so attractive 
an appearance that he specially com
mitted him to the care and guardianship 
of the chief minister of the church. 
The minister took the youth to his own 
home, cherished him, educated him, 
and at length baptized him. As he 
grew up, however, the care of his guar
dian relaxed, and he fell into the com
pany of a band of dissolute youths, who 
plunged together into a career of sin 
which led to the committal of offences 
that exposed them to the severest penal
ties of the law. Escaped from all re
straint, and forming his associates into 
a band of robbers, the youth became 
their captain, surpassing aU of them in 
deeds of violence and blood. 

Time ran on, and the aged Apostle 
once more visited the same church. 
He asked about the youth, and wept 
when he heard the story. He took his 
way instantly to the district which the 
robber-band infested, and was taken 
prisoner by the out-guard of the ban
ditti. He neither tried to fly nor offer 
any resistance to his captors. " Con
duct me to your captain," he said, " I 
have come for the very purpose of see
ing him." 

As soon as he recognized the vener
able Apostle advancing towards him, 
the captain would have fled, but the 
Apostle pursued him, crying out, " Why 
dost thou fly my son, from me, thy 
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father—thy defenceless, aged father? 
Have compassion on me, my son. Fear 
not, thou hast still hope. I will inter
cede witb Christ for thee. Believe that 
Christ hath sent me." The fugitive 
was arrested. They met once more. 
The Apostle entreated him, prayed with 
him, solemnly assured him that there 
was pardon for him at the hands of 
Christ, and did not leave him till he 
led him back again, and restored him 
to the church. 

YOUTHFUL PIETY. 

THE God of heaven has special claims 
upon tlie young. . It is one of the most 
lovely features of his dispensations of 
mercy, that its claims meet them at the 
dawn of their existence; that his re
demption stands abreast with their infant 
apostacy, and the riches of his grace are 
co-eval with their want and wo. " Seek 
ye first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness," is his command. He 
solicits his reward from the sprightliness 
of childhood and dewy youth. There 
are few, if any, of the young in Chris
tian lands, with whom the His Spirit 
does not strive, into whose minds he 
does not pour some ray of heavenly 
light, and to whose awakened sensibili
ties He has pot foimd access. Most de
lightful is it when the young listen to 
such admonitions of heavenly wisdom; 
nor is it safe to resist such claims as 
these. Youthful piety is specially be
loved by God. Its earliest are its 
sweetest adornments; they are the most 
artless and transparent. How precious 
the thought to the youthful Christian, 
that amid all his inexperience and ex
posures, in all his conflict with the 
world, in all his conscious imperfections 
and sins. He whom his young beart has 
as his portion and refuge, remembers 
him and will never leave nor forsake 
him! Early piety is the most useftd 
piety. There is a vast difference be
tween the growuig brightness of that 
piety which is early entered upon, and 
the fluctuating dead light of that relig
ion which is commenced in advanced 
years. It is not often that the light 

shines brilliantly which is first kindled 
in a dusky old age, nor is it possible 
that it .should shine long. One among 
the many reasons why the great mass 
of Christian men become pious in their 
youth is that God designs to give their 
piety time to shine, and that they may 
long remain exemplifications of his 
power and grace. All history,, all biog
raphy, all observation^ and experienoB 
show that comparatively few become 
pious beyond the period of youth. 

Early piety is the happiest piety. It 
has more just and clearer conceptions of 
God's truth, and therefore it has strong
er hopes. It has a more rich and vari^ 
experience of the goodness and mercy pf 
God ; of the way which he leads his 
people; of the discipline by which he 
weans them from the world, and trains 
them up for heaven, and of his unchang
ing faithfulness, than the piety which is 
not subjected to this early and long-
continued teaching. These are experi
ences which cannot be crowded into a 
short compass; the mind cannot at 
once grasp them, nor ean they ever 
be so vividly felt as when they make 
their first impression on the youthful 
heart. Youthful piety is the oiUy piety 
that gives full proof of the declaration, 
that " the ways of wisdom are ways of 
pleasantness.and all her paths are peace;" 
it is the only piety that credits the 
declaration and prizes it. When the 
proud and haughty sons and daughters 
of eartb, treat it with contempt, the 
youthful Christian makes religion his 
joy. It is his relaxtion from toil, his 
comfort in trial, his light in darkness; 
he is gloomy and depressed only when 
he does not enjoy it. The young are 
slow to learn that the winter of life 
is coming on. We' counsel them not 
to add to it the bitterness and burden of 
youthful impiety. It will be no grief on 
a dying bed that you were early adop^ 
ed into the family of God. It wUl not 
be a matter of regret when God 
shall bring you unto judgment. And 
who among them all will say- when 
that untried scene arrives, I was pous 
too early; I was beloved of God, I was 
happy too soon ? 
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A PROFESSIONAL MINISTRY. 

WHEN Paul was bidding farewell to 
the church at Ephesus, with whom- he 
had labored as pastor for three years, 
he did not place his confidence that he 
was free from the blood of all men on 
the ground that he had. kept the pulpit 
regularly supplied, and had done every
thing that they had employed him to 
do; nor did they take comfort to tiiem
selves that they had paid his salary 
quarterly, and in acts of kindness had 
gone even beyond their engagement. 
The apostle's retrospect of his, services, 
and of the acount which he was to.ren
der, was of another kind. See Acts xx: 
17-35. 

Again, the rewards promised in the 
New Testament to the minister of the 
gospel, are not temporal, but eternal. 
They were warned by the Saviour to 
expect from the world persecution, and 
every form of ill-treatment. This was 
declared to be the lot of aU the disci
ples. So, at the close of his life, Paul 
declared that aU who will live godly 
in Christ Jesus must sufler persecution. 
The normal relation of the church to 
the world makes this almost a necessity. 
Jesus intends His disciples to be, iu 
the practice of every virtue, far i i ad
vance of the world that lieth in wicked
ness. But to be thus in advance of the 
world, and b}' precept and example to 
bear testimony against its prevailing 
practice^ must, of course, arouse its ill-
™ . This may show itself in various 
ŵ ays, according to the progress of civ
ilization and the more perfect knowl
edge of the rights of man. In the apos
tle's times, the Jews stoned and the Ro-
nwfls beheaded or crucified a faithful 
preacher of Christ. In the times of 
Whitefield, they assaulted him with 
iead cats and rotten eggs. At other 
fiffles, uncompromising and consistent 
obedience to Christ will occasion many 
* cold look, frequentaceusations of fan
aticism and hypocrisy, and an eagerness 
to fabricate and hear and believe any
thing to his disadvantage. At times, 
'̂ hen the profession of religion has de
generated into formalism, it not im-1 

frequently happens, that to the contra
diction of sinners there is added the con
tradiction of saints. For a large share of 
thisjll-wiU,the minister who fearlessly in-
culeatesthe obligation to live a godly and 
self-denying life, and urges upon aU men 
the necessity of repentance and faith in 
Christ as absolutely necessary to salva
tion, must prepare himself. 

It has sometimes occurred to me that 
the evidences by which a clergyman 
might at the present time show that he 
had been a successful minister of Christ, 
would be somewhat unlike those of the 
apostle Pa.ul. It might be something 
like this: " At an early age I lost both . 
my parentsby death, and after obtain
ing the advantages of a common-school 
education, was under the necessity of 
earning my.own living. WhUe thus, 
occupied, during a revival in my native 
town I became, as I trust, the subject of 
divine grace, and entered upon a Christ
ian life with all the zeal of a new con
vert. I frequently spoke and prayed 
in the meetings of persons of my own 
age. Soon, to my surprise, the older 
brethren in the church urged me to pre-
pare*for the ministry. Being destitute 
of means for procuring an education, 
they assured me that by the aid ot the 
Education Society, together with that 
of Chi-istian friends, I might, without 
any difficulty, be carried through a 
course of classical and theological edu
cation, and, under the best auspices, 
enter the ministry of the gospel. I had 
never thought of the subject until it was 
suggested to me, but the proposal was 
too flattering to be disregarded. I was 
at onoe liberated from my previous en
gagement, and entered the academy 

" Here I found myself in the midst 
of young men quite unlike tho.«e with 
whom 1 had previously associated, and 
I painfully felt my deficiencies. Be
ing fond of study, however, and pos
sessing, perhaps" I may say without 
vanity, somewhat more than the usual 
facUity for acquisition and adaptation, I 
was soon able to place myself on a par 
with the best of them. In due time I 
left-the academy with flattering testimo*-
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nials, and entered the college at B. 
" At college I maintained the stand

ing I had already acquired, and, to 
quote the words of the apostle, profit
ed above many that were my equals. 
I regret, however, to say that my relig
ious principles did not here gain either 
in depth or earnestness. Ifelt that I 
was for the time preparing for future 
usefulness by intellectual improvement, 
and this must be the object of my greatest 
solicitude. My officers of instruction 
were all professors of religion, and some 
of them clergymen; but they seemed 
to think their duty discharged when 
they had awakened in us a love of sci
ence and letters, and during my whole 
residence but one of them ever convers
ed with me on the subject of personal 
religion. My piety suffered in conse
quence, though I was guUty of no im
moral conduct, and was a frequent at
tendant upon the meetings for prayer. 
I must, however, confess that bearing 
the cross for Christ had not many prac
tical advocates among us. At the close 
of my course I received an appointment 
which gratified my friends, and gradua
ted with the reputation of being a cor
rect disciple of Christ. 

" At the seminary, which I immedi
ately entered, my religious life was, 
in most respects, the same. At first, 
the thought that I was now irrevocably 
committed to the ministry, produced in 
me a feeling of solemnity. I prayed 
more frequently and more earnestly, 
and strove to consecrate myself anew 
to God. Soon, however, 1 became more 
than ever absorbed in study, and these 
feelings gradually subsided. The kind 
of places most to be desired in the 
ministry, was a frequent subject of our 
conversation, and I labored assiduously 
to prepare myself for a prominent posi
tion in our church. Nor was my labor 
wholly in vain. I received several in-
-vitations to preach, as a candidate, as 
soon as my theological course was com
pleted. I settled at once in the flour
ishing -village of C , at a salary of one 
thousand dollars per̂  annum. I prefer
red tbis to a more public situation be
cause its duties were not oppressive, 

and I should have leisure to pursue 
with less interruption the studies which 
I had commenced, and thus prepare for 
more extended usefulness. Here I suc
ceeded iri buUding up a prosperous so
ciety, and, beyond my merits, was es
teemed one of the most promising min. 
isters in that vicinity. 

" I had been seven years pastor of 
the church at C , when 1 received a call 
trom a church in the city of D., one of 
the most wealthy of bur denomination 
in that metropolis. The salary was 
such, and the field of usefulness so great, 
that the call seemed irresistible. It 
placed me at once in affluence, while 
the labor, beyond preparation for the 
Sabbath, was left very mueh at my dis
cretion. The miscellaneous business ot 
such a position I knew to be great, but 
I was at liberty to undertake as much 
or little of it as I chose; and I suppose I 
have rather an aptitude for executive 
affairs. I was always earnest in the 
cause of education, and succeeded in in
ducing my church, a few years after my 
settlement, to establish a professorship 
in the college at which I was graduated. 
At the following commencement, to 
my astonishment, I was honored with 
the degree of Doctor of Divinity. My 
people have twice sent me to Europe, 
paying all my expenses. They allow 
me as much time as I desire for recrea
tion, by which means I have been in the 
enjoyment of excellent health. My 
house is in one of the pleasantest parte 
of the city, and is as well furnished as 
that of professional men generally. In 
my family I have been greatly blessed. 
Two of my sons occupy prominent 
positions: one as a lawyer, and the 
other as a partner in a most respectable 
mercantile house. The youngest has 
entered the ministry, and has for some 
time been settled in the city of E. My 
two daughters are both well married, 
and I am surrounded with every blessing 
which the kindness and respect of the 
community can confer. Through the 
blessing of God, I am permitted to look 
back on my life and thank him for lead
ing me into the ministry ; for rendering 
that ministry so successfiil, and bestow-
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ing on me so many tokens of his favor. 1 
could not have been happier had I chosen 
any other profession. Bless the Lord, 
0 my soul! and forget not aU his bene
fits." 

I ask, wouHl not this be considered a 
very successfiil ministry? Is it not, 
however, greatly unlike that of St. Paul ? 
The one represents the apostolic, the 
other the professional view of the min
ister of the gospel.— Way hnd. 

JESUS DIED FOR ME. 

BY MISS A. J . EDLIA. 

WHAT comfort tbese words-afford to 
the poor desponding, sin-sick soul. He 
has looked at his defUement and pol-
liition, his unworthiness and weakness, 
untU he abhors himself, and turning his 
eye from all these he looks towards 
Calvary, and there beholds the " Lamb 
of God that taketh away the sin of the 
world." Oh, he exclaims, that bleed
ing victim died to redeem a world—He 
died to save me 1 Faith—saving faith, 
springs up in his soul. He has forsa
ken all his sins, has put away aU his in
iquity, and is now prepared to embrace 
Christ as a Saviour ; and in his inmost 
soul he accepts him in all his offices and 
is saved. 

He now begins to walk with God. 
He leads a new life. He is a new crea
ture—is born of God. Old things have 
pased away, and all things have become 
new. His only and all-absorbing desire 
is to know and to do the will of his 
Heavenly Father; and while thus walk
ing, he feels begotten within, a hungering 
and thirsting after the fullness of God. 
Is he now in a state to be satisfied with 
the vanities of this world ? " No. He 
remembers the pit from whence he was 
taken—the wormwood snd the gall, and 
he cries out, " unto Thee who hast died 
for me, unto Thee ahne do I fiy for 
help!" When in this state he has.a 
" smgle eye," and " his whole body is 
fifll of light." The Holy Spirit has com
menced this work in his soul, and he 
win carry it on there, unless there is 
resistence, until he is perfect Mid entire, 

wanting nothing. It vfill not be long 
before he will find lurking within, re
mains of the carnal mind. These wiU 
be springing up and wUl trouble him, 
though he will keep the entire victory. 
Faithful to its office, the Spirit now be
gins to show him,- as he is able to see it, 
the corruptions of his nature and the 
depth of his depravity. It also points 
him to the fomitain that was opened for 
sin and uncleaimess, and he sees that he 
may plunge ben^th that purple flood, 
and rise renewed in all the life of God. 

By faith he comes to the blood, with 
no other plea, but "Jesus thou hast 
died for me," and is made whole. His 
heart is cleansed from unrighteousness; 
and by faith, God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Ghost, is re
ceived into his soul as his purifier—^his 
constant abiding Saviour. Now most 
sweetly is he saved—is he delivered 
from all his foes. He leans on an arm 
that is mighty to save and strong to de
liver, and he would rather die, than 
doubt the power that is pledged to keep 
him to the end. God is all and in all 
to his soul. He loves him with all his 
might, mind and strength, and his 
neighbor as himself. Though his in
ward foes are all expeUed, and his heart 
is pure, he wUl have a warfare. The 
world, the flesh, and the devU, wUl stand 
combined to hedge np his way to the 
skies. But by " looking unto Jesus," 
he will be more than conqueror through 
him who has redeemed him with his 
own precious blood, and who is able to 
keep him, and present him spotless be
fore his Father's throne. 

Chrence, N ; Y. 

AH, IT IS this that rivets the believ
ing soul to Christ—the certain convic
tion that Christ ia a divine Sstviour. If 
Christ were only a man like ourselves, 
then how could he be a surety for us ? 
He might sufler in the stead of one 
man, but how could he suffer in the 
stead of thousands 1 Ah, but we be
lieve and are sure that he is the Son ot 
the living God, and therefore I know he 
is a sufficient surety for me.—2£ Cheyne. 



148 THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN AND GOLDEN RULE. 

SUFFERING FOR CHRIST. 

IT IS not pleasant to be pointed at in 
the streets, and have opprobrious names 
shouted after you by vulgar tongues; 
nor is it a small trial to be saluted in 
the workshop by opprobrious epithets, 
or to be looked upon as an idiot or a 
mad man; and yet this is the lot of 
many of the people of God every day 
of the week. Many of those who are 
ofthe humbler classes have to endure 
constant and open reproach, and those 
who are rich have to put up with tho 
cold shoulder, and neglect, and sneers. 
as soon as th-.̂ y befeome true disciples 
of Jesus Clirist. There is more stiiig 
ih this' than some dream ; and we have 
known strong men who could have 
borne the lash, bi-ought doWu by jeers 
s:vrcasm, even just as the wasp may 
more thorougly irritate and vex the 
lion tiian if the noblest beast of prey 
should attack him. 

Believers have also to suffer slander 
and falsehood. It is not expedient for 
me, doubtless, to glory, but I k'now a 
man who scarcely ever speaks a word 
which is not misrepresented, and hardly 
performs an action which is not miscon
strued.?*-'The press at certain seasons, 
like a pack of hounds, will get upon his 
track, and worry him with the basest 
and most undeserved abuse. Both 
publicly • and p,rivately he is accus
tomed to be sneered at. The world 
whispers, " Ah ! he pretends to be zeal
ous for God, but he makes a fine thing 
of it!" Mark you, when the world 
shall learn w-hat he does make of it, 
maybe it will have to eat its words. 
But I forbear; such is the portion of 
every servant of God who has to bear 
public testimony for the truth. Every 
motive but the right one -will be imput
ed to him; his good will be spoken 
evU of; bis zeal wUl be called impru
dence—his courage, impertinence—his 
modesty, cowardice—his earnestness, 
rashness. It is impossible for the true 
believer in Christ, who is called to any 
eminent service, to do anything right. 
He had better at once learn to say with 
Luther, "The world hates me, and 

there is no love lost between us, for as 
much as it hates me, so heartily do I 
hate it." He meant not the men in the 
world, for ther^ never was a more lov
ing heart than Luther's ; but he meant 
the fame, the opinion, the honor of the 
world, he trod beneath his feet. If in 
your measure, you bear undeserved re
buke for Christ's sake, comfort your
selves with these words, " If we suffer, 
we shall also reign with him; if we deny 
him, he will also deny us."—Spurgeon. 

VIOLATION OF VOWS. 

THE readiness with which the cove
nant vows are violated, whatever may 
be their character is absolutely aston
ishing. The baptismal vow, the vow of 
class connection and church fellowship, 
the vows e.xtorted by sickness and trial, 
or evoked by gratitude, all are alike 
heedlessly passed by, like the breath 
that uttered them, as a thing of naught! 
But is there error here? Does God 
regard our vows as such trifling things ? 
Do we, when we make them, consider 
them of so little consequence ? Nay, the 
earnestness of soul feeling is in them; 
alas! that it should ever drivel away 
to such perilous results. 

" Vow and pay unto, the Lord your 
God" is the direction of Scripture. It 
is solemn trifling with one's self, thus 
to forget his vows. Setting aside all 
spiritual considerations, its mental conse 
quenee, is disastrous in the extreme. He* 
who habitually violates his vows to 
God, so loses his self-respect and confi
dence in the power of his own resolu
tions, that subsequent promises ŵ iU 
be made with so much doubtftilness as 
not to be half sincere. Besides, he who 
can habituaUy lie to God, will most cer
tainly be at least sometimes careless of 
the truth with reference to his fellow-
men. It is sowing seed that will produce 
an abundant harvest, but it wUl be s 
gleiining of remorseful sighs. " Offer 
unto God thanksgivings and pay thy 
vows unto the Most High." 

BE early astir on your journey to the 
New Jerusalem. 
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EFFECTS O F NOVEL READING. 

A TRUE SKETCH. 

ON the romantic borders of a beau
tiful river, in one of our Northem 
States, there is situated an elegant man
sion. The spot is lovely; as far as 
the eye can reach, it takes in bright 
meadows, dark green groves, tall mass
es of grey, and the crystal river, on 
whose tide rest alternate light and 
shade. Spacious grounds surround the 
dweUing, and, what is not usual in this 
country, it has a terraced garden. " This 
is a hill, situated at the side of the 
house, presenting a mass of living ver
dure. You ascend graduaUy, step by 
step, each platform as it were richly 
embroidered with brUliant flowers.— 
From the top, you survey the glowipg 
panorama spread out in rich array be
fore you. The interior of the mansion 
is fiimished with regal luxury, and 
adomed with valuable paintings and 
costly sculpture. In this retreat of 
elegance and retirement, lived Mr. and 
Mrs. M., their daughter, and a French 
governess. No expense or labor had 
been spared to make this daughter an 
accomplished woman; but not one 
thought was ever bestowed upon the 
immortal interests of her soul. At 
the age of sixteen, she was beautiful 
and intelligent, but utterly destitute of 
sU religious principle. Enthusiastically 
fond of reading, she roamed her father's 
djiacious library, and selected whatever 
books best pleased her. Of an imag
inative tum, 'Ernest arid impassioned, 
hers was the very mind that required 
the strong, controling hand ofa matur
ed judgment. Yet it waa left to feed 
st •wiU upon the poisoned fi-uits that lie 
scattered around. She naturally tumed 
to the novels that stored the library 
shelves; and at sixteen was as much 
st home in the pages of Bulwer as she 
was in her French grammar. The 
ridiculous romances of Mrs. Badcliffe 
were laid aside with disgust, and Bulwer, 
James and others, took their place. 
But she descended a step, many steps 
lower, and, supplied by the governess, 

eagerly devoured the very worst fie-
tions of Eugene Sue and George Sand. 
Next she was heard discussing and ex
cusing the most heinous crimes of 
which human nature can be guilty. 
Her parents heard with horror her 
freely expressed sentiments, and won
dered where she had inhaled such lax 
ideas. They never thought of looking 
into her library for the cause, or at the 
unprincipled French governess. The 
poison began to do its work; she could 
no longer live this tame life; she must 
have somethii^ more exciting, more 
exhUirating. The resolution was form
ed ; with a beating heart she collected 
her mother's jewels; took one long 
look at her indulgent parents; bade a 
sUent farewell to the scenes of her 
happy chUdhood, and left the house 
forever. No warning voice implored 
her to return; no hand was stretched 
out to save. On, on she went, until she 
reached the far-off city. Its lights daz
zled her, its noise confused her, but she 
never regretted the peaceful home she 
so culpably deserted. Her plan was 
to go on the stage, and become a re
nowned actress, like the heroine of one 
of her French novels. Butthiswas not 
so easUy achieved as she imagined; 
and after a most unsuccessful attempt^ 
she was compelled to act only in sub
ordinate parts. She had lost home 
happiness, and respectabUity, and had 
not gained that fame for which she had 
sacrificed so much. 

But it would be too painful to foUow 
her through all her wretched life, and 
teU how, each succeeding year, she grew 
more degraded and more miserable, 
imtil at length, having run a fearful ca
reer of vice she sank into a dishonored 
and early grave. No mother's hand 
wiped the oold death-dew from her 
her brow ; no kind voice whispered 
hope and oonstdation. Alone, poor, de
graded, utterly unrepentant, her giiiltj 
soul winged ita flight to the judgment 
seat of Christ; we pause; for we dare 
not follow it Airther. 

Tbe sound of her name never echoed 
through the halls of her chUdhood.— 
Her &ther, stem aisd sUent, buried all 
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memories ofhis guilty child deep with
in his heart; whilst the mother, wan, 
broken-hearted, hopeless, wept in secret 
those tears of bitter'agony whose fount
ain was perpetually weUing afresL 

It is " to point a moral" that we 
have opened these annals of the past; 
and we would have the young ponder 
well the lesson that this history-teaches. 
There is a danger in novel reading; it 
vitiates the taste, enervates the under
standing, and destroys all inclination 
for spiritual enjoyment. The soul that 
is bound in fetters of this habit, cannot 
rise to the contemplatiQii of heavenly 
things. It has neither the inclination 
nor the power. W e knew one, who,. 

.. even with death in view, turned with 
loathing away from- the only Book that 
could bring her peace and salvation, to 
feed greedily on the pages of a foolish 
romance. 

It matters not that some of the finest 
minds have given their powers to this 
style of writing; that bright gems of 
intellect flash along their pages. The 
danger is so much the greater; for the 
jewels scattered by Genius blind even 
whUe they dazzle. " Some of the great
est evUs of my life," said a remarkable 
woman, " I trace to the eager perusal 
of what are called ' well-written nov
els.' " I lived in a world of delusion. 
I had no power to separate the false from 
the real. My Bible lay covered with 
dust; I had no desire for its pages." 
O, then, if the young would reach a 
hea-̂ ^enly haven; if they would be guid
ed unto " the stUI waters" of everlast
ing bliss, let them avoid the dan
gerous rock of novel reading, upon 
which so many soulJs have been ship-
•wrecked and utterly lost. 

ROMANISM IN THE CHURCH OF ENG
LAND.—Under the tM», "Popery with-' 
oat a Pope," the Londoh-lieeord'gives 
some sad proofs of; the- advance of Ro
manism among a certiin party" ofthe 
Church of England. Upon good author
ity, it says that are " eight churches in 
London where the «ocbai-i8t is celebrated 
daily." How near - this celebration is' 
to-tiie daUy sayitig-of ». naass, niajr 

be inferred from the following, which it 
quotes from the same paper, the Church 
Times: 

" I n t h e eucharist the object of our 
adoration is before our eyes. There 
Jesus Christ is evidently set forth, cru
cified before us. Our eyes can see and 
look upon, our hands can handle the 
Word of Life. We know upon that 
paten, and in that chalice, actually and 
visibly before our sight, before our bow
ed heads and bended knees, the priest 
offers then and there before God, in , 
common -with all present, not merely 
an intereession whieh shall be efiieacious 
through Jesus Ghrist, but Jesus Christ 
himself—body, soul, and Godhead, by 
whom alone all intercessions are avail
able." 

f> A MINISTERIAL ERROR. 

IT is, I think, an error into which 
many of our modern ministers, whose 
education has been carried to a high 
pitch, have faUen, that everything is to 
be done by the head rather than the 
heart. We know very well that the 
true method is to reach the heart 
through the head, and men must be 
made to feel by being shown why they 
should feel, and what is to make them 
feel. But in very many cases, especial
ly itj the least educated, the head is to 
be reached by appeals to the heart. 
We often hear the remark, " Yes, it waa 
a smart sermon, but wanted heart. J j 
gpa-pL-loH l i l - o t l iP - s t t i r g^ n r o l i n n o ] j ) ;p ^ h " 

fnoon on a wintry nigbt, ]-iiitJl-, •̂ vfirmed 
jio one." I have been sometimes struck, 
as every one else must have been, -with 
the varying effect produced by different 
speakers at a public meeting ; and how 
mueh more power o-ver an audience, 
and how much more the object of the 
meeting has been accomplished by a few 
gushes of simple eloquence from the 
heart of some earnest and ardent advo^ 
cate, than by the elaborate, but passion
less pleader. The latter waa . coldly 
admired, and admitted td be an eloquent 
speaker; but the former melted and 
moved his audience by the' depth and 
intensity of hiS o'wn feeling.-̂ -i/izJTte*. 
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THE BORDER LAND. 

[These Unee were sent .bya lady to her 
friend who -wrote frequently, to know where 
she had been for several months, that she 
bad not written to her. She had been to 
the gates of the grave, in a, long and severe 
illness:] 
I have been to a land, a Border Land^^ 

Where there was but a strange, dim light; 
•Where sliado^ws and dreams, in a spectral 

hand. 
Seemed real to the aching sight. 

I scarce bethought me how there I came. 
Or if thence I shonld pass again ; 

Its morning and night were marked by the 
.flight /̂ . 

Or coming of •woe and pain. 

But I saw fi-om this land, this Border Land, 
With its mountain-ridges hoar, ' 

That they looked across to a wondrous 
strand— 

A bright and unearthly shore. 
Then 1 turned me to Him, "the Orueified," 

In most humble faith and prayer. 
Who ransomed -with blood my sinful soul, 

For I thought He would caU me there. 

Yet nay; for awhile, in the Border Land 
He bade me in patience stay. 

And gather rich fruits, with trembling hand; 
Whilst He chased its gloom away. 

He had led me amid those shadows diiri,' 
And shown that bright world so near,-

To teach me that eamest trust in Him 
Is " theone thing needful" here. ' 

And so from the land, the Border Land,: 
I have tumed me to earth- once more; 

Bat earth and-its •'•works were such trifles 
•scamied-' -I'-.-l.'••'••; •• •-. 

By the ligh-t <)f th^i rAdiant^«hc*e. 
And oh! shonld they possess me B£ttin ••' 

Too deeply, in heart aiid hand, 
I must think how empty they deemed, 'and-

v a i n , - ' • ' ' • • • • ; • ' - • • • ' • • ' • ' ' • • • ' 

'B^miiie-i%h!te'<«F the Border Ltafli -

'nn Border Laud had depths and vales, 
Where Borrowfor BIB -Was known; 

Where small seamed great, as WeigUed'in 
scaleB, "-i -^i' ' ' ' "'• '• — ••' •> -• ' -

Held by God's hand alone. . ( . ' ; -

'Twas a land where earthly pride was nau't. 
Where the poor were brought to mind, 

With their scanty bed, their fireless cot. 
And their bread so hard to find. j . 

i 

But little I heard in the Border Land 
Of aU that passed below; 

The once loud voices of human life 
Tp the deafened ear were low. 

I was deaf to the clang of its trumpet call. 
And alike to gibe or its sneer; 

Its riches were dust, and the loss of all 
Would then scarce have cost a tear. 

I met with a friend in the Border Land, 
Whose teachings can come -srith power 

To the blinded eye and the deafened ear, 
In affliction's loneliest hour, 

" Titnes pf refreshing" to the aoul 
In languor oft He brings, 

Prepares it then to meditate 
. On high and glorious things. 

Oh! Holy Ghost! too often grieved 
In health and earthly basts, 

I bless thoae slow and sUent hours 
Which seemed to mn to waste. 

I would not but have passed those " depths" 
And such communion known. 

As can be held in the Border Land 
With Thee, and Thee alone. 

I have been to a land, a Border Land! 
May oblivion never roU 

O'er the mighty lessons which there imJ! 
then 

Have been graven on my sotd I 
I have trodden a path I did not know; 

Safe in my Saviour's hand; 
I can tmst Him for all the ftiture, now 

I have been to' the Border Land, 
V ' L. N. B. • 

OURSELVES AND OUR S A V I O U R . — O ! 

did we but know ourselves and our 
Saviour! W e a r e poor ,bu t heisrich-r--
we a re dead, bu t he is.life-r-we are sin, 
but he is righteousnessr-^we are guilti
ness;';but he is g^aee—^we are , misery, : 
b u t he is mercy—^we are lost, b u t . h«i 
is salvation, li" we are.jkriUing, he nev
er was otherwise. H a ever lives, ever 
loves, ever pities, e-vier-pleads. . H e -
loves and .saves to thei u t t e rmos t ' a l l 
who come imboJiiiru ' - ;-
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EXPERIENCE OF 

ANNIE XASTON. 

I KNOW that the love of God is shed 
abroad in my heart. Converted at 
the age seventeen, I lived as many 
others do, at peace with the world. I 
had not the name of being a troubler in 
Israel then, for such I was not. But at 
the age of twenty-two, the light began 
to shine on my soul, and God showed 
me I must come out from the world 
and. be separate,—I must leave His 
vineyard or work»in it. I remember 
the very Sabbath that Christ showed 
me the wounds he bore for me, and 
then pointed me to a world of lost sin
ners, and said, " Go gather in the glori
ous spoil." While I hesitated and rose 
on my feet to leave the class-meeting, 
thinking if 1 must work in the vine
yard of the Lord, and be as peculiar as 
some Methodist minister's famUies 
were, and go dressed as plain, I would 
never enter another class-meeting.— 
While I stood there considering, another 
door was opened to my view, and there 
sat men and women eating and drinking 
and passing around the wine-cup. They 
were a company of sabbath-breakers. 
The Spirit said, you may go and join 
that company or work in the •vineyard 
of the Lord. Oh! how my soul 
loathed to spend the Sabbath in that 
way. But the Lord showed me he had 
no half way house, and no half-way 
work, I must either be for God or tbe 
devil. If 1 had left that class-meeting 
that day, I should have left it forever. 
I solemnly believe the Spirit would 
have taken its everlasting flight. But 
when this band of reckless ones was 
presented for my company; my soul 
shrank baok. I thought of my home, 
my friends, and that 1 had been better 
educated than that—been taught to go 
to church and seek better -company 
than tfae low and vicious. I sat down, 
and when the dass-leader came around, 
and heard my testimony, that I had re
solved to obey God, come what may, 
fro-wn wbo would, he shouted. Glory to 
God, in the Spirit! I was then at South 

Bolivar, N. Y., but a part of our meet
ings were just in the edge of Pennsyb 
vania. I was teaching school there, I 
stayed nearly a year, and went on from 
strength to strength. Why I speak of 
Pennsylvania is because I believe God 
sent me back there away from the gaze 
of the world to get a victory over it. 
As my business was teaching schocd 
and going to school, I went to Cuba 
to attend school, but a few weeks led 
me out of that. I attended a couple of 
camp-meetings. Among them was the 
one at Black Creek, where I saw the 
mighty power of God mamfested. I 
went home, and as there was quite s 
revival spirit in the neighborhood and 
my mind was bent on going to Lima 
to school, I told the Lord not to let me 
have any liberty in speaking in confer
ence meeting if it was not his wUl for 
me to go to Lima, but I never had such 
liberty. And so Aug. ITth, Ijtarted 
for Lima, and reached there the 18th, 
and had such a burden for three days 
that I could not sit up all of the time, 
buc attended to my dasses, I attended' 
meeting bnt was so weighed down, I 
found no rest for my spirit, and for 
eight weeks I studied, and attended to 
my classes, till it seemed as if I should 
be crushed. But Oct. 20th I was taken 
with Typhoid fever, had it very hard, 
and that ended my school days. To-day 
I am living a present salvation, and have 
given this little sketch because it has 
rested on my mind for a long time. 
May God bless it to the good of some 
soul. 

PROCRASTINATION.—Archbishop Ti-
lotson, the ablest preacher of his day, 
thus sets forth the folly ofthe majority 
of mankind: " Many men pass fifty and 
sixty years in the world; and when they 
are juat about to go out of it, they bethink 
themselves, and step back, as it were, 
to do something which tliey had ^ 
the while forgot, viz: the main busi
ness for which tbey came into- the 
world—to repent of their sins, and re
form their lives, and make their peace 
with God, and in time prepar» for 
etemity." 



TKSATMENT OF OTHERS. 153 

TREATMENT OF OTHERS. 

Perhaps there is nothing which so 
quickly exhibits the state of the heart, as 
the thoughts we indulge, the words we 
use, and the tone of our voice when 
speaking of those who differ from our
selves in opinion; especiaUy on relig
ious subjects. 

As sincere and honest persons, ac
countable to God for our course of 
action, we must oppose what we believe 
to be errors, and contend earnestly fof 
the true faith. If we do not do this 
we shall be called to an account. " But 
the wisdom that is from above is pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, easy to be en
treated, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality, and without hypoc
risy." Jas. iiL I'J'. And the servant 
of the Lord must not strive; but be 
gentle unto all men, apt to teach, pa
tient: In meekness instructing those 
that oppose themselves ; if God perad-
venture will give them repentance to 
the acknowledging of the truth." 2. 
Tim. iii. 25. It is a sad, sad thing to hear 
one class of Christians denouncing in no 
gentle terms another class of Christians; 
or to see others -with an impatient man
ner or in a censorious spirit listen or 
refuse to listen to the arguments against 
a favorite theory. It were well for us 
to remember that others of us, besides 
our good friend at Rome, are not infalli
ble. And little does it become the 
Cliristian who has reached a higher state 
of life, to assume a patronizing air tow
ard his sister who may differ from him. 

It may be, after all, that we are not 
so high in grace as we think, and that 
some of tliose who say less and are 
afiaid to use strong terms, are so near 
the Master as to be almost out of our 
sight. O Christian, let it be from hence
forth our aim to embody the passages 
quoted above, item by item, in our 
actions towards others, then vrill the 
blessed Jesus look kindly and lovingly 
upon us, and will shed forth richly in 
our hearts that charity without which 
We are " as sounding brass, or a tink
ling cymbal." Let us be careful 
always to distinguish between the doc

trine held and the person holding it ; 
and while we firmly and determinedly 
attack the one, let us pray for and love 
the other—Loving them even as Chr^t 
hath loved us. * 

F A C T S . 

REES' Cyclopedia says, a drop or 
two of the oil of Tobacco, placed on the 
tongue of a cat, produces convulsions 
and death in the space of a minute. 

A college of physicians has said that 
not less than twenty thousand, in our 
land, annually die by the use of this 
poison. 

Dr. Shaw names some eighty dis
eases, and says they may be attributed 
to Tobacco. • 

Governor Sullivan says, " My broth
er, General Sullivan, used snuff, and 
snuff lodged him prematurely in the 
grave." 

Bocarme, of Belgium, was murdered 
in two minutes and a half by a little 
nicotine, or alkali-of Tobacco. 

Dr. Twitchell believed that sudden 
deaths and Tobacco, among men, were 
usually found together, and he sustained 
this opinion by an array of facts alto
gether conclusive. 

I can give the names of scores of men, 
who were found dead in their beds, or 
fell dead in the streets or elsewhere, 
who had been •victims to this poison. 

Three young men formed a smoking 
club, and they all died within two years 
from the time they formed it. The 
doctor was asked what they died of, 
He said they were smoked to death. 

A youth of sixteen fell dead, with a 
cigar in his mouth, in a dramshop.— 
What caused his death 1 The coron 
er's inquest said " It was a mysterious 
act of God." The ministei, at the fu
neral, consoled the friends by saying 
much the same thing. Physicians said 
it was the " heart disease," and said 
nothing about the cause of the disease. 
A sensible woman knowing the boy's 
habits, said " Tobacco kUled him." It 
deranged the action of the heart; it, 
ceased to beat, and the victim fell—fell 
to rise no more. 
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F U L L Y S A V E D . 

BT MRS. C. M. C A D T , 

- • IT is a cross for me to write, but I 
'want to tell what Jesus has done for 
m y soul. F o r a long t ime I have b e ^ 
convicted for the blessing of Holiness, 
but dare not speak of it. N o one knows 
but m y Saviour what struggles 1 have 
had on account of i t , The blessed 
Saviour ! how he has beckoned for me 
to follow him—to take the cross and the 
whole eross. I would feel so strange, 
(such a shrinking) whenever I had an 
opportunity to seek the blessing. The 
Devil would then say " what will your 
friends and every one else think of you." 
So I have lived, I have wept, and pray
ed, for Jesus not to leave me, and Oh, 
bless his holy, name ! he has not and 
never wiU as long as I am faithful. 

When I went to.the Rose camp-meet
ing the Spirit says, now is the t ime. 
WiU you follow me ? I ^ d yes, m y 
Lord, if it takes m y life. Tuesday in 
the afternoon when Bro. Roberts gave 
out notice for the prayer meeting in the 
large tent for any one that wanted the 
blessing of Holiness, I felt now is m y 
time. Oh 1 the feelings of my soul at 
that hour I cannot describe. I t was fol
low Jesus, let everything else go. I 
I went, and in the meeting I tried to 
talk but the- good Lord closed m y 
mouth. 1 would not talk out as Jesus 
wanted me to. I sank down and it did 
appear to me as though I must die. I 
felt I had not one friend,on earth. It 
then seemed to me that Jesus said, I 
will not cast thee off. Oh the blessed 
Saviour! How he bears with u s ! 
They told me I wanted Holiness. I 
knew it was just what I wanted and 
must have. I knelt down. Some of the 
Lord's children were with .me. They 
asked Bro. Do-wning to pray. H e said 
he thought I ought to pray. . I knew aU 
the while I ought to pray, but Oh, the 
cross was so grea t ! But I said, Lord, 
I wi l l ; as soon as I did I felt a lit t le 
better. Then it was settled in m y mind 
and soul, I would have it there and on 
that spot, i f l wiestled till the break of 

day. Then I wanted to talk, I got up, 
I told just where fc was and what 1 want-
ed.i Then m y Heavenly, Fa ther sweet
ly whispered, it is done. 1 fell to the 
ground. It did appear that angels were 
all around me . The Father smUed, and 
Jesus whispered, 1 am his. Praise his 
n a m e ! the world is-overcome through 
the blood of the Lamb. I feel a weight 
of glory in m y soul tins morning •which 
is as sweet as Heaven. 

The great Searcher of hearts knows 
my 'hea r t . 1 am living in his fear every 
m o m e n t ; it is not foi me to look ahead 
to see if 1 shall be right next w^ek, or 
next year, but does Jesus save me now. 
H e does, praise bis name ! I feel that 
to obey the Lord is better than burnt 
offerings or sacrifice. 1 have the vic
tory over m y brothers and sister's opin
ions ! Praise his name ! :I know how 1 
obtained this freedom, and by the help 
of the Lord I will keep free. M y soul 
rejoices. Praise the L o r d ! 
• Lyons, N . Y . : 

A G O O D P R A Y E R . 

My God, in me thy mighty power exert. 
Enlighten, comfoi^, sanctify, my heart ; 
Sweeten my temper, and subdue my -nUl, 
Make me like Jesus, -with thy Spirit fiU. 
I want to live on earth a life of faith, 
I want to credit all the Bible saith; 
I want to imitate my Saviour's life,' 
Avoiding lightness, gloom, and sinful strife. 
I want to bring poor sinners to thy throne, 
I want to love and honor Christ alone; 
I want to feel the Spirit's inward power. 
And stand prepared for death's impoi-tant 

hour, 
I want a meek, a gentle, quiet frame, 
A heart that glows with love to Jesus' name: 
I want a living sacrifice to be. 
To him, who died a sacrifice for me. 
I want to be whatever God requires, 
I want my heart to bum -with pure desires: 
I want to be what Christ my Lord commands, 
And leave myself, my aU, in his dear hands. 
O Lord, pour out thy Spirit on my soul. 
My will, my temper, and my tongue control; 
Lead me through life, to glorify thy grace, 
And after death to see thee face to face 1 
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THE TEMPTATION. 

TUB work of the Holy Spirit andthat 
of Satan are closely connected ; the first 

. provokes the second. In the invisible 
world heaven touches heU. The work 
of Satan is necessary to complete tbat 
of the Holy Spirit, and nothing comes 
to perfection in this lower world, in 
which the devil has not had a hand. 

Jesus is tempted—and when •? after 
what? and befpre what? After his 
baptism, after his fervent prayer, after 
heaven opened above him, and the Spir
it of God descended upon him ; after all 
this, and even, according to Mark, " im
mediately after." This time of glory 
and spiritual benediction is chosen for 
the temptation; chosen by Satan, be
cause the Son of God at this moment 
excited in the highest degree his anger 
and jealousy ; but at the same time 
chosen by God, because at this moment 
his Son is best fortified against all the 
assaults of the enemy, 

Temptation is the lot ot humanity; 
we say extraordinary temptations, - let 
ns add, are the privilege of the most 
holy. They are tests which God re
serves to those heroes of faith, whom 
no obstacles arrest and no difficulty 
alarms—to a Moses, to a Samuel, td a 
Jeremiah, to a poor Canaanitish woman, 
to a Peter, to a Paul. This is not all; 
he not only reserves these temptjitions 
for the strongest, but for the time of 
their greatest strength. God spares us 
these trials during the first years of our 
religious life, when we need to be sus
tained by the ardor of our first love; 
just as a touching law of Moses excused 
aman for a year from the burdens of 
war, that he " might be free at home, 
and cheer his wife, which he had taken." 
But when this ardor of feeling has giv
en place to a more disciplined and less 
•visible strength, that of faith which 
hopes against hope, then comes the times 
of fatigues and war. The Lord calls 
his children to engage in combats, 
which arouse and develope their holy 
courage. 

My brother, my dear brother, wage 
this warfere with confidence, with cour

age. . 'You say, " O'!' if I was sure of 
conquering !" But you can always con
quer in Jesus- If you are less strong 
than Jesus, your God is not less strpna 
than the God of" Jesus; let his rocft'̂ bw 
yv^ur rock, and his strength will be your 
strength. For Jesus, for Adam, for 
you, this is not a question of strength, 
i t i s a question of faith.—Adolphe Mo
nod. 

REMARKABLE PRESENTIMENT. 

DURING the funeral ser\-iees of a lit
tle boy about six̂  years of age, who died 
in Lockport, some time since, the min
ister related the somewhat remarkable 
presentiment ofthe little boy. 

Several weeks before his death, while 
,his cheeks were yet ruddy, and his 
bright eyes bright with the lustre of 
health, he came down from the sleeping-
room in the morning,-and told bisjnoth-
er he had just seen the most beautiful 
lady he' ever saw, and that she was very 
an.xious that he shonld accompany her 
away to a- beautiful land.. The little 
boy felt somewh.it inclined to listen 
to the persuasive pleadings of the beau
tiful lady, but finally told her that his 
mother could not spare him, and he 
must be excused. In about three 
weeks the same vision was repeated, 
only with more clearness and beauty. 

She endeavored to persuade her little 
boy that he had been dreaming, but he 
could not believa this, asserting that he 
really saw the beautiful lady, and that 
her persuasiveness was almost irresist
able. In about three weeks the "beau
tiful lady" appeared the third -time, 
and renewed her eamest entreaty for 
the company of the little boy. He used 
the same childlike argument this time, 
asserting that his mother could not 
spare him. In about three days from 
this last interview, the little boy was 
taken sick and very soon died. He has 
gone to that beautiful land, where sick
ness is never known. Strange and 
mysterious are the links which unite 
us to the spirit world, and touchingly 
beaiitiful are the ministrations of pure 
spirits to the vision of little chUdren. 
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T H E B A P T I S M A L V O W . 

BT O. M. SHERMAN. 

«^%tol im the sacred altar rising. 
Hearken to that solemn vow; 
Hade to him whose love surprising. 
Wins us to his service now;— . 

" Men and angels I 
Listen while to Qod we bow!" 

Hear the accents now ascending, 
" -Wilt thou earthly pomp and show. 
All forsake;—to Jesus bending. 
Every power whije here below f 

Help u i Saviour; 
All our help from thee must flow. 

Brother, Sister, have you entered 
.'V'ows like these before the throne; 
Tet perchance your love has centered. 
On the world you call your own;— 

Ha?B"yt)U token 
Back, the price yon th^relaid down ? 

Brother, Sister, then remember, 
God requires that promise given; 
From the idols now that cumber. 
All thy pathway—blotting heaven;— 

Cleanse thee from them! 
Ere from Christ and hope thou 'rt driven. 

Now into tliine ear is sounding 
" Be ye holy" from the word ; 
Peace and love and joy abotmding. 
All his promises afibrd ; 

Oh remember! 
Pay thy vows mito the Lord 1 

Hark! a world on thee ia calling. 
Christian, for thy influence now; 
Would'st thon heed that cry appaling 
Help to stay, its tide of woe ? 

Seek Salvation: 
Give to Jesus all below! 

Only this -will fit the apirit, 
Por its glorious mission here; 
And a mansion to inherit. 
Where no sorrow can appear: 

Then baptize u s ; 
Saviour with thy presence here! 
Skaneateles, iV. T. 

GOD allows us anything but sin. 

T H E S E L F D E C E I V E D . 

A TRUE lover of God hastens to do 
his will on earth as it is done in heaven. 
But is this the character of the presump., 
tuous pretender to the love of God? 
Nay, but his love gives him a liberty 
to disobey, to break, not keep, the com
mandments of God. Perhaps, when he 
was in fear of the -wrath of God, he did 
labor to do his wUl. But now, looking 
on himself as " not under the law," he 
thinks he is no longer obliged to ob
serve it. H e is therefore less zealous 
over his tongue. H e is less earnest to 
deny himself, and to take up his cross 
daily. In a word, the whole form of 
his life is changed, since he has fancied 
himself to be a t liberty. H e is no 
longer "exercising himself unto Godli
ness ;" " wrestling not only with flesh 
and blood, but with principalities and 
powers," enduring hardships, "agoniz
ing to enter in at the strait gate." 
No ; he has found an easier way to hea
ven; a broad, smooth, flowery path; in 
which he can say to his soul, "Soul, 
take thy ease; eat, drink, and be mer
r y . " 

It foUows with undeniable evidence, 
thai he has not ike true testimony of his 
oton spirit. H e carmot be conscious of 
having those marks when he hath not; 
that lowliness, meekness, and obedience; 
nor yet can the Spirit of the God of 
Truth bear witness to a l i e ; or testify 
that he is a child of God, when he is 
manifestly a child of the devU. 

Discover thyself, thou poor self-de
ceiver ! thou ar t confident of being s 
chUd of God ; thou who sayeth, " I b&ve 
the witness in myself," and therefore 
defiest all thy enemies. Thou art 
weighed in the balance, and found want
ing ; even in the balance of the sanctu
ary. The word of the Lord hath tried 
thy soul, and proved thee to be repro
bate sUver. Thou ar t not lowly of 
hea r t ; therefore thou has not received 
the Spirit of Jesus unto this day. Thou 
ar t not gentle and m e e k ; therefore thy 
joy is nothing wor th ; it is not joy in 
the Lord. Thou dost not keep his com
mandments ; therefore thou lovest him 
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Hnt,jieither art thou partaker of the 
Hjoly^host. Tt'lsponsequently as cer
tain and as evident as the oracles ,pi 
God can *make "W, his Spirit doth not 
bear witness with thy spirit that thou 
art a chUd of God. Oh cry unto him 
that the scales may fall off thine eyes ; 
that thou mayest know thyself as thou 
art known; that thou mayest receive 
the sentence of death in thyself, till thou 
hear the voice that raise the dead, say
ing, " Be of good cheer, thy sins are 
forgiven, thy faith hath made thee 
whole."—John Wesley. 

WHEAT AND CHAFF. 

THE storm is a vivid emblem of the 
judgment. The -wicked shaU not stand 
in the judgment. They are like the 
diaff which the wind driveth away. (Ps. 
i.) There is a mixture of solid wheat 
and light chaff now in the world. God 
has provided a blast to separate them. 
None of the wheat shall be blown into 
the fire; none ofthe chaff shall begath-
wed into the gamer. There will be no 
mistake in the judgment. Some people 
console themselves in sin, with a dim"̂  
hope that somehow they wDl escape\ 
being cast into heU. Observe, when 4 
blast of wind sweeps a mixture of wheat 
and chaff, the laws of nature do not 
change at the moment, in pity to the 
helpless, chaff. The laws of nature are 
the laws of God. He changeth not. If 
we are found chaff when the suden blast 
of judgment comes, we must be carried 
before it. 

John the Baptist's office was to pre
pare the way for Christ. Many chief 
sinners came out to hear John. He 
spoke plainly to them. He called them 
a generation of vipers. He did not 
speak in anger, though he spoke so 
strongly. It was love to them that 
made him deal so bluntly. He told 
them ofChrist, and tried to get them 
into Christ to be saved. And observe 
how John did with with them, in order 
to get them brought into the refiige. 
He said tbat Christ was coming—that 
his fen was in his hand—thait he would 

N _ 

mass of people, of mixed wheat and 
chaff, saints and sinners—that the wheat 
he would gather in his gamer, that is, 
the good he would take to heaven—that 
the chaff he would .burn with unquench
able fire, that is, he would cast the wick-4 
ed into heU. This was plain dealing; 
these were awful words. The peo^e 
would be terrified, for they knew these 
words were applied to them. They 
were the chaff; the blast was coming; 
it would drive them into the fire. What 
next ? The next word (Matt. in. 13), 
is, " Then cometh Jesus." John meant 
that they should feel themselves tremb
ling over the mouth of the pit; and so 
they would be glad when they saw the 
Lord. That same Jesus waits upon 
us, long-suffering. If any sinner, alarm
ed by his messengers is cryine, " What 
must we do ?" his own lips sweetly an
swer, " Come unto me, and I will give 
you rest."—Rev W. Amot. 

— To BE weighed down with a sense 
of our own incompleteness; to long 
for that which we have not and cannot 
gain; to descry noble attainments, as 
islands in the sea, eagerly sought, but 
which change to clouds as we draw near; 
to spend our life in searching for the 
hidden land, as Columhus for the new 
continent, to find only weeds floating, 
or a broken branch, or at least a bird 
that comes to us from the unkiio-wn 
shore; this is to be on earth—to live. 
And yet, are not these very yearnings 
the winds which God sends to fill our 
sails and give us a good voyage home
ward ?—Beecher. 

H PERFECT PEACE.^There is a firm 
foundation in the soul of the man who 
rests on God. The bottom of the sea 
is quiet; storms do not vex it ; cur
rents and tides do not reach i t ; there 
is rest. The bottom'of the sea is the 
emblem of perfect rest; so is the soul 
of the man who rests on God. His 
outer life may storm on his face; in 
some quarter he may be forever doing 
battle, but he has that •within him 
which gives him the most enduring 

thoroughly purge his floor, that is, the ' power. 
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N - SOWING—REAriNG. 

Between the religion of the Bible and the 
fashionable piety of the day there is a wide 
and irreconcilable difiference. The one is 
characterized by fashion and display; the 
other by self-denial, humility, and love. 
The one conforms to the world, covets its 
honors, and seeks its pleasures; the other 
oomes out and is separate and counts all 
tilings but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord. The 
one is the religion of the times ; the other 
the religion of etemity. The one is mere
ly natural in its character; the other highly 
supernatural. The less there is of the man
ifested presence of God in fashionable 
diurches, the more they thrive; bat it is 
essential to the very ^cistence of a church 
of the New Testament order that Christ 
should dweU in the hearts of its members, 
the hope of glory. 

The methods employed to promote the 
religion of the Bible have but little in com
mon with modern systems of evangelization. 
Where do you read in the Bible, of pews 
being rented or sold to sustain the Gosj^el, 
or to secure the regular attendance of the 
congregation ? -Wliere do you find that the 
singing was done by godless, graceless per
sons, to attract the young ? Where is there 
a single instance of the preachers striving 
to lead the people to a life of holiness, by 
reading, in the tones of polished society, a 
nicely written essay, adorned with the 
borrowed ornaments of rhetoric aud po
etry? Did not holy meu speak then not 
as they found it written in their manu
script, but as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost ? The word of God was in them like 
fire shut up within their bones, and it found 
expression -with a power that riveted at
tention. They were in eamest, and eamest 
men always secure a hearing. 

There is no calling in which men engage 
in which there is such a general want of 
snccess as in the ministry. For what pur
poae was the ministry instituted? PanlteUs 

us that Tn)n̂ (̂ {f TH Bf R-yi vsn for tlie verf^d^ 
ef tlV fVW*', ' " °^' ^ '̂'- gi^ces of the Spirit, 
••fnr tlmfflifyimifthf tim-oLSIiJa '̂-t}» 
building up of the churches by the convet. 
sion of sinners, till we all come in the unUijj 
(f tke faith, and of the knowledge of iJte Bn 
of God, tinto a perfect man unto the mens, 
ure of tlie stature of the fullness of Ohriti. 
This is the work of the minister. If ]« 
fails in this, his ministry is a failure. He 
may build church edifices and parsonages, 
may draw a congregation and raise large 
amoimts for benevolent purposes, may pro. 
mote the material interests of his charge, 
but unless be leaves his people more holy 
instead of more worldly-minded than he 
found them, his ministry is a failure. And 
is not the church, generally, growing moie 
pixjud and fashionable and worldly from 
year to year ? Was ever the broad rod 
that leads to destruction more thronged 
than it is at present ? 

In no pursuit are men promised succea 
so certainly as in the work of saving soak 
Fire may destroy the work of the mechanic, 
frost or blight may cut off the expectations 
of the farmer, but God says that Se tM 

(goeth forth and toeepeih, bearing precum 
\seed, shall doubtless come again toith rejoiefng 
Ipringing his sheaves tcith Mm. Of his BUO 
cess there is NO DOUBT. God has insured 
that ; and the promise of God can never &il 
Our want of success as ministers of Jesra 
Christ, is not o-wing to the hardness of the 
people or the slackness of the Lord con
cerning his promises ; but to our criminjl 
neglect to comply with the conditions upon 
which God haa guarantied our success.— 
Here is the fault. It is in ourselves. If 
we would see God's work revive througli 
our instrumentality we must 

1. Go FORTH. It will noc do for as ifl 
wait for the people to come to us. Wo 
must go to them. Like the apostle we muBt 
teach them from house to house. Acts xx, 20. 
W e must go to neglected neighborhoods, 
visit the people, talk and pray with them, 
and hold meetings in their midst. Not» 
ward or school district in our vicinity shonld 
be vmvisited. Not one of the apostles oi 
prophets confined his ministration to a tin
gle locality, Wesley and Whitefield, Bow-

file:///seed
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land Hill and the Haldanes, and all who have 
been instrumental in the salvation of a large 
number of souls went about, like their 'Mus
ter, doing good. Break away from the at
tractions of home and go ont on your mis-
eion of mercy wherever human beings are 
to be found. Let your song be 

In hope of that immortal crown 
I now the cross sustain, 

And gladly wander up and down 
And smile at>i6il and pain. 

2. The promise is not merely to him that 
goeth forth, but to him that goeth forth and 
WEEPETH. A formalist or a pharisee may 
be active. Bad men may be zealous. But 
no one wiU ever have a real sympathy for 
souls unless he has first felt the value of his 
own. The Holy Spirit alone can so soften 
the rugged sensibilities that we shall follow 
our fellow-men with oiir persuasions, and 
onr tears and win them back to God.. There 
is a power in sympathy that wiU touch the 
hardest hearts. (Let men see that you 
deeply feel for them and they will begin to 
feel for themselve^ A hopeless, helpless 
idiot was restoreoto intelligence, by the 
perseverance of a very benevolent physician, 
who for days lay, one hoar at a time npon 
the floor with the child, imitating its mo
tions untU at last he gained its atten
tion. If you feel a real solicitude for men 
yon can reach them. How encouraging! 
Yonr reaping a harvest of souls does not 
depend upon your convincing logic or re
sistless eloquence, but he that goeth forth 
and teeepeth shall doubtless come again with 
rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him. 
Bless God! If we cannot preach we can 
weep! Jf we cannot irame words into un
answerable arguments we can follow the 
perishing -with our tears. We can have 
the •spirit of the Psalmist when he exclaim
ed. Rivers of waters run dô wn my face 
because they keep not thy law; aud of 
Jeremiah when he prayed, O that my head 
were waters and mine eyes a fountain of 
tears, that I inight weep day and night for 
the slain of the daughter of my people I 
snd of the apostle when he said. " I have 
great heaviness and continual sorrow in 
my heart. For I could •wish that myself 
were accuiBed from Christ for my brethren. 

my kinsmen according to the flesh.'i You 
feel thus for souls and God will give you 
souls. There is no doubt of this. 

3. We must bear the precions seed. The 
great truths pertaimng to man's salvation 
are precious seeds of grace. Let them be 
sown, wet -srtth tears of divine sympathy, 
and a harvest will certainly and speedily 
follow. There are many truths which ar^ 
imiMrtant of themselves, but they are not 
of tbe greatest importance. What men 
need to know most of all ie, how they 
may be saved. The fundamental truths of 
the Bible as iUustrated in the experi
ence of those who are truly saved need 
to be proclaimed with the eamestness of 
men who have tried them aud found them 
true. 

4. Any one who thus goes forth and weeps 
and sows will gather fruit that -\Till remain. 
He shall doubtless retum again icitli rejoic
ing, bringing his slieates with him. God 
wiU see that hig labors are not iu vain. 
Tbe harvest he will gather will bear a pro
portion to his diligence in sowing and 
watering. He went forth -with tears, he shall 
comeback with joy. His weeping was tem
porary—his rejoicing shall be etemal. 

Fellow-laborers, in the kingdom and pa
tience of Jesus, will you not bestir your
selves, and go forth to the arduous, but 
profitable toil 1 WiU you not get upon 
your souls a baptism of sympathy for the 
perishing masses around you ? Never were 
laborers more demanded in the Lord's vine
yard than at the present day. Vfho be-
lives in God ? \^'Tio will take him at his 
word ? Who wiU go forth in his name to 
scatter the precious seed broadcast over aU -
the land ? Do you say, " Here am I, Lord 
send me." Then go at once. Wait for no 
human qualification other than those yon 
already possess. Get the baptism of fire up
on your soul and go forth in the strength of 
the Almighty, weeping over your fellow-
men and pointing them to Him who is 
mighty to save. So shaU your life be not 
spent in vain; blessings wiU foUow iu yonr 
track, and stars vnH decorate with fadeless 
splendor yonr immortal cro-svn. 

LOOKING LTNTO JESUS.-

Things that pass under otir immediate 

file://-/Till


160 THB KARNEST CHRISTIAN ANO OOLDEN RULE. 

observation we cannot help seeing. But we 
can avoid looking at them. Looking is a 
voluntary act. It implies the gi\'Tng of the 
attention. While we keep looking unto 
Jesus we are safe. But if we aUow onr at
tention to be taken up •with anything else 
we shall suffer spiritual loss. 

A society of spiritual men and women 
•will very soon backslide if they get to look
ing at one another. The very best have 
their imperfections—errors of judgment, 
dullness of apprehension, and incorrectness 
of manners. Look at them and prejudice 
comes in and love goes out. Through the 
medium in whioh {hey are now -riewed, ac
tions and words that once seemed harmless, 
appear to be inconsistent and sinfuL Loss 
of confidence, heart-burnings, alienations 
and church difficulties are sure to fbUow, un
less the attention is again caUed to Josus. 

If you get to looking to difficidties they 
vrill soon become apparently insurmounta
ble. Discouragement will come in and you 
•wiU feel like lying down to die. But get 
the eye of your faith fixed again on Jesus— 
his Almighty power—his unfailing promise 
—Lo l a m teith you—and mountains sink 
into mole-hills, and the yielding waters af
ford a firm foot-hold on which you may 
tread securely. Then look up! Keep the 
eye on Jesus and yon •wiU be dra-wn closer 
to him and partake more folly of his divine 
nature. 

T H E FRBEj. i£ETHODIST CHURCH. 

Since our last was •written; we have at
tended the Illinois, Genesee and Susque
hanna Conferences. The business was 
transacted with harmony and dispatch, and 
we believe t6 genersil satisfaction. The 
presence of the Lord was sensibly felt, and 
the preachers generaUy were quickened and 
baptized anew for their work. In the relig
ious meetings a revival spirit was manifest
ed, and some souls, we trusty were saved. 
There was an increase of preachers and 
members, we believe in aU. the confer
ences. In the Susquehanna conference the 
net gain of members was over fifty per cent. 

The minutes of aU the conferences wUl 
be published together, and we wUl send a 
copy post-paid to any one who iviU send us 
thirteen cents, •with their address. 

" B E L I E V E , B E L I E V E , B E L I E V E ! " 

It is all the time " believe, believe," "fmb, 
faith," with some professing teachers in 
Israel, who are confident they are guidet 
of the blind, a light of them who are ia 
darkness, teachers of babes. Friends, •why 
not rather say "repent, repent," Hepent 
ance comes first in gospel order, then faith. 
In the opening of the new dispensatioii, 
what said John the Baptist to the people! 
" Repent ye," Matt. iii. 2. And because 
soide of them wonld not repent and forsake 
their sins, he refused baptism, saying, " 0 
generation of vipers who hath warned you 
to flee from the wrath to come. Bring fortli 
therefore, fruits meet for repentance." The 
first public message of our Lord, was, " Bfr 
jjent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is tX 
hand." Matt. iv. 17. Examine the N«w 
Testament and see if this method is not 
Gospel—why not then foUow it? begin 
where God begins, and teU sinners in tbe 
church and out of it, to repent of their sine, 
and put them away, "lay aside every 
weight," give up theiwidols, their worldly 
conformity, their pride, lust, and pleaanre 
seeking, aad come out from the world, and 
" touch not the unclean thing." Then fidth, 
or humble trust in Jesus, is easy—" Te i n 
now, my sons and daughter3,8aith the Lord." 
No one can exercise simple, saving faith, in 
God—a faith that works by love and purifiee 
the heart, so long as he clings to any known 
sin. " If I regard iniquity in my heart, the 
Lord will not hear me." If an individnnl 
professes belief or fiuth in Christ, indulging 
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, oi 
the pride of life, what is his faith good for, . 
unaccompanied •with works of righteous
ness ? " It is neither fit for the land, nor 
yet for the dunghill; but men cast it oni" 
Luke xiv. 35. It is a dead faith, the faith 
of devils! " Wilt thou know, 0 vain man! 
that faith without works is dead? Thou 
beUevest there is one God ; thoudoest wellf 
the devils also believe, and tremble." Jamei 
ii. 19, 30. This crying- "believe, blieve" 
when the heart is wedded f o its idols, is not 
the way onr Lord or his holy disciples 
taught. Neither is it the way any wise 
master btuldeth. This foundation is a rot-
ten foundation, and the building built upon 
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it by and by is sure to faU; when the rain 
jeeeends, the floods come, the winds blow 
gnd beat upon it. And great wiU be the 
Ml of it. 

And if ao be you teU the people to repent 
of their sins, and put them away, why not 
ihow them what u n is, and what is not sin ? 
The holy prophets did not leave their hear-
en in the dark on this question. Take one 
instance by way of iUustration. Nathan 
Biid to David, " thou art the man." More-
erer the prophet hesitated not to teU him 
irhat his sin and guilt were. He laid his 
finger on the very spot of the leprosy I John 
the Baptist W M exceedingly pointed and 
definite in hia appeals, even at the expense 
ofhis head. Christ is a perfect example of 
definite specification of gins—rthe secrets of 
the heart were laid open to public view. 
Bead his sermon on the motmt, rhis search
ing appeals to the scribes, Pharisees, and 
hypocrites in Matt. xxiiL Mark the course of 
P«ul, Peter, James and John in every epis
tle—the early reformers—Wasley, White-
field, Bunyan, Baxter, who cried aloud and 
(pared not, who laid the ax of God's word 
st the root of every sin specificaUy. 

Furthermore, in yonr exhortations to pro
fessing Christians, seeking the higher chris
tian life, perfect love, you teU them to con
secrate themselves, " present their bodies a 
Uving sacrifice to Qod, holy and acceptable, 
which is their reasonable service." Very 
WBU, BO fer SO good. But why not teU them 
what consecration is, and what they have 
to consecrate specifically, ere the Mercy Seat 
is icceisible ? This generalizing, or " lump
ing" things, we look upon as unsafe and 
unscriptural, erroneous, calculated to lead 
goals astray, may be to their final ruin 1 
Fearful! better a millstone were hanged 
about onr neck and we were drowned in the 
depths of the sea, than to cause one of God'a 
little onea to atumble I In speaking of en-
foe conaecration to God's service, why not 
•pecify minutely, the things one by one, 
which are to be laid on the altar, Christ 
Jesua, and to be kept thera/or«ier ? W h y 
aot lay ths ax of God's truth, " aharper than 
any two.edged sword," at the root of every 
• b t declaring, meanwhile, the duties en-
Joined everywhere, and under all drcnin-
•Uaoes. 

How many tmstable sonls there are, " un-
atable as water," and who make ahipwreck 
of faith, through this false teaching 
and heaUng slightly! How many, alas! 
professing holiness, entire sanctification, 
that are not ev<6u justified in the sight of 
God,—Who adom themaelves in gay and 
&shionable attire,—gold, pearls, and costly-
array, in the lace of gosjiel prohibition, the 
law and the testimony. Others connect 
themselves with secret oath-bound societies, 
ungodly men—follow the world and Satan 
in New Year's visitations and feastings, 
partaking to surfeiting of rich and costly 
dainties—patronise tea parties, oyster 'sup
pers, fancy fiurs and festivals, set down to 
eat and drink and rise np to play ? Very 
many professing the higher Christian walka 
succumb to popery in chnrch buUding and 
ornamenting, make the house of God a 
house of merchandise, having reapect to him 
that weareth gay clothing, and say nnto 
him, sit thoa here in a good place, aud say 
to the poor, stand thou there, or sit here 
tmder my footstool." Jamea ii. 3, 4 Others, 
not a few, are slaves to the vile, poisonous 
" Indian weed,"—read novels and aeU nov
els—^Ught, foolish, nonsensical readings. 

In our meetings for aocial worship, pray«. 
er, praise, and testimony, one might aup
poae, from witnessing the exercises, that all 
sin was done away—that not a particle of 
the old serpent, the devil, remained on the 
globe! It is " believe,believe, beUeve" and 
the work ia done! Beloved reader, what 
avail is this soft, ailky, superficial holiness 
in saving the world f even were the world 
fuU of i t? Besides, what a atab at the 
very vitals of this blesaed Bible doctrine of 
holineaa. 

" Sd t is good: bat if the salt have lost 
his savor, where-with shsU it be season. 
ed." Lake xiv. 34. How grievonsly disap
pointed are we when we see in those mak
ing high pretensions to a sanctified heart, 
the very reverse of what they profess, in 
their spirit, conversation, and general de
portment ! Notliing so sorely and speedily 
brings this doctrine of perfiect love into dis-
repat«as the inconsistencies of thoae pro
fessing to enjoy it. " Brethren, be follow
ers together of me, and maA them who 
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walk so as ye have us for an ensample—for 
many walk, of whom I have told you often, 
and now tell you even weeping, that they 
are the enemies of the cross of Christ."—N. 

• CHUBCH T E S T H I O N A L B , 

T H E foUoiving documents were unani 

mously adopted by the Genesee Confer

ence of tho Free Methodist Church at its 

late session at Akron, N. Y. 

ON THE STATE OP THE COUNTBY: 

" W e are men of peace. Oiir Master 
^ whom we supremely lo-sre' and endeavor to 

serve, is the Prince of Peace. He has fauglit 
us to love our enemies, and to do gfeod as far 
as possible to all mankind. But, He has 
also taught us, that " the Magistrate bear
eth not the sword in vain." He is to be a 
terror to evil-tloers. But how can tliis be if 
tbe laws against crime are not executed ? 
And how can they be executed \vithout the 
exercise of physical force ? If force may be 
used to execute laws against a single high
wayman, may it not be against a band of 
criminals, who set the law at defince ? Does 
the magnitude of a conspiracy against just 
laws, and the common rights of humanity, 
render the employment of whatever force, 
for whatever time may be necessary for its 
suppression, imchristian and wrong ? Is it 
right to punish petit larceny, and -wrong to 
punish murder ? If not, then is the effort 
to suppress, by force of arms, the •wicked 
rebellion still existing in this country en
tirely consistent •with the Cliristian religion. 
Humanity demands that the rebeUion be 
put down, no matter how great the expen
diture of blood and treasure necessary to 
secure its overthrow. The fate of the am
bitions, unscrupulous men, who, becanse 
deprived in a perfectly legal and proper 
manner of the patronage of the goveftonent, 
which they have invariably used for fhe 
spread and perpetuation of human bondage, 
have conspired for the overthrow of the Na^ 
tion, and who, in endeavoring *o carry out 
their nefarious schemes, have deluged -the 
land •with blood, and multiplied, •widows 
and orphans in aU our borders, shoold. stand 
upon the page of lustory as a warning to 
conspirators against the rights of men in all 
fiitnieagea. 

In common with our fellow citizens we 
feel tlie burden of this terrible struggle 
for national existence and the rights of hu
manity. W e enjoy no immunity from the 
perils it invol-ves. Some of the preachers 
of our denomination have bravely led their 
m6n upon the field of battle and have nobly 
faUen in the sanguinary strife. Our broth
ers and oUr sons are still in the post of dan
ger, or Tiave laid do-wn their lives for onr 
beloved country. Should the war continue 
we are liable to be called on to follow their 
example. As Christians and as men we 
deprecate this great effusion of blood and 
we devoutly and unitedly pray for the retum 
of pence. But we wonld have a peace that 
promises to be permanent in its character 
and beneficial in its results. Therefore 

Besotted, 1. That much as we deprecate, 
the suffering caused by the cî vdl war now 
raging in our land, we bave no desire to 
hare it stop untU the rebeUion is thorough
ly subdupd, and slavery, its gmlty cause, is 
completely and forever extinguished in aU 
our borders. 

3. That while we keep onrselves aloof 
from aU party strife, -we do most cordially 
sustain the government iu its efforts to sub
due the rebeUion, and especially in the ; 
emancipation policy; and we trnst it wUl 
go on in the same direction until all their 
riglAs as men are restored to the coloredr-
race. • r 

3. That while we do not believe in any 
unnecessary intermeddling -ivith the politi
cal opinions of individuals, yet we do not 
see how any who sympathize -with slave 
holding, and -with slave-holders, can con
sistently belong to the Free Methodist 
Church, or. indeed, to any religious body 
professing to be governed by the principles 
of the New Testament. 

4. That we render devout thanksgiring 
to God for the recent victories he has given 
our armies, and we -will fervently Jpray tjie 
Lord of Hosts to continue His interposition, 
in bebalf of our Nation, and give success to 
our armsi.and restore peace and prosperity 
to our land, and estabUsh our free ingtitti-.'° 
tions on the firm fbundatibn of universal 
righteousiieBs and justiiie. 
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On Raising and Using Tobacco, Raising 
Hops, Raising the Wine-plant, and 

making Cheese on the SdHbaih, 

" The raising and habittial using of To. 
bacco is contrary to the spirit of the Gospel. 
The weed is a narcotic poison; so virulent 
that a drop of its oU ia a fatal dose. A wil^ 
nd 1"1lf j la rPf^ P" * 1 ^ " Virgaat n f n r l l i l r l w i l l 

g f^n •hp.fql lr.wa.^ b y f l f i a t l ' i ' I tS USe IS a n 

exceedingly filthy and loathsome ijractice 
in aU its parts and phases. Its nauseous 
and unsightly jiools of disgusting slime are 
almost unendurable; defiUng every thing 
with which they come in contact. It im-
nerves the system, injures the health, pro
duces irritability of temper, and creates an 
appetite for strong drink. The raising and 
use of it involves an inexcusable waste of 
time, a perversion of valuable lands, and a 
misapplication of miUons of money. 

The raising of the •wine-plant and hops 
for the market we regard as little better 
than the rum traffic genoraUy. 

W e place the making of cheese, and the 
deUvery of milk to the iactory on the 
Sabbath, in the category -with Sabbath-
breaking generally. 

Pro-Slavery Members, 
"What shall be said of those apologists for 

slavery who by a strange mistake have 
found their way into the F. M. Church. 

1. W e deplore the fiict that they shonld 
ever have cast in their lot among ns, with
out first being purged of their pro-slavery 
leaven. 

2. W e 'wiU try by aU proper means to en
lighten and reform them. To this end we 
pledge ourselves, by our preaching, pray
ing, and voting, to throw the weight of otir 
influence on-lhe side of a pure anti-slavery 
Goapel. 

3. If they still persist tn their blind and 
unchristian course, we eamestly request 
them to •withdraw their names from a 
Church that can have no possible synipathy 
with the system of chattel slavery. 

BEanvAL. 

W a h a v e removed all onr business, from 
Bu%lo to Rochester. Hereafter the EARN
EST CHRISTIAN wUl be published here. 
Correspondents'wiU pleasa notice. ••J.'.V 

T H E L O V E F E A S T . 

. JULIA M . GOULD :—HaUelujah to God 

and the Lamb forever! I want to sound 
through aU the earth the triumphs of re
deeming grace. Oh, I have proved it for a 
few months, in the furnace of afiUction,. 
which Beem to be heated seven times hotter, 
than it was wont. Glory be to God! I 
am coming out without the smell of fire' 
upon my garments. I have felt no mur
murings against Providence. The heavier 
the trials came the.more I loved God. Yeai 
I rejoiced in the knowledge that his will, 
was being done in me. I could say -irith St., 
Paul, " I rejoice exceedingly in aU my trib
ulations." When the precious remains of 
my Uttle ono were bome away from my 
sight, and I looked for the last time upon 
the fiice pf my dear husband, I felt to ex
claim : the Lord doeth aU things weU,, 
blessed be his name! I felt for a while, 
now I must go too, 0, Jesus, take me home I 
but he showed me that my work was not 
yet done. Then I consecrated anew all to 
God in these words: 

" My life, my blood, I here present. 
If for thy truth they may be spent." 

He gave me my commission anew, to go 
work in his irineyard. I cheefuUy accept. 
Yes! 

" I'll gladly wander up and do'wn. 
And smUe at toU and pain," 

only so I can save a few souls. HaUalnjah! 
The DevU is not going to have everybody. 
The Lord is is coming! Glory! I expect 
to see his salvation. I havogotthe armour 
on. I have received anew the baptism of 
the Holy Ghost and fire. I beUeve in it . 
Glory to.Qod! I pray God to baptize tbe 
people with his a'wful power, then nU beU, 
will be moved, but sinners wiU flock into, 
the kingdom. It is coming, by faitii I-
bring it near. Glory be to God! 

Marengo,. Ill,\ 

A 
'. ' ' 
•)b 

MRS. SAKAH BDCK :—Jeaus is precions ioI 
my soul to4ay. He saves me to the uttei^i 
most,' Glory be to Jestis I In him aU fcil]i.i 
ness dwaUs and he does possess me whol^^ 
sonl, body and spirit; I am his free chOd^ 
For whom the son maketh free, he is firee; 

iindeed. The Lord has wondeifnHy support-
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ed me under the trials of the past few 
months. Oh, how I have felt the arms of 
love thrown around, as two of my dear child
ren Were borne to the tomb -within four 
weeks of each other. For a few hours after 
the second one was laid to rest, I felt snch a 
sinking of nature, that it seemed to me that 
my cup waa so f nU that it would hold no 
more. But Jesus soon c&me to my relief. 
He gave me gnch a -victory that triumphed 
over my poor sinking nature so completely 
that when the tidings came that my dear 
huaband was kiUed in battle—ahot through 
the heart—and thus passed away to rest 

. -with Jesua, I was enabled tot say and feel 
aU through my soul, " The Lord gave, and 
the Lord hath taken away and blessed be 
the name of the Lord!" Thus -within tliree 
brief months three of my dear family were 

» caUed to that land where sorrow never 
comes. Oh, praiae the Lord! their conflicts 
are over, and I am foUowing on to know 
more and more of Jesos. I do not at aU 
fear him. I feel like laying my hand in hia 
and foUowing anywhere. I could hardly 
realize that there was such a power in Jesus 
to keep in perfect peace withoat one mnr-
muring thought imder such adverse circtun-
stances. Oh how safely he has led me 
through trials, bereavements, difllcalties 
one after another for the twelve yeara that 
have passed since I leamed to count all things 
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesos. Oh, there is power in 
Jeans' blood 1 there is, there is, pndse his 
name! 

Adrian, Mich. 

MKS. LOTTIE SMONB :—" Bless the Lord 

, 0 my soul, and aU that is •within me bless 
U s boly name." To4ay has been one of the 
richeat days of my experience. It has been 
one of deep suffering with Jesns, bat tbe 
glcny that caine after, I never can express. 
O glory I It is more than my meat and 
drink to do my Father's wilL HaUelujah! 
Iknow there is power in Jesos' blood to 
MVB and keep both aonl and body. I h t r e 
the bleased aasurmnce trithin that I Km 
MvedinGod. H&Ueligahl I can say that 
nothing moves me, for my liis is Md with 
CSiriatinGod. 

Orf ta l Lak410*. 

D T W O TESTIMONY.—J. L. Buck, of Bing. 

hampton, was kUled in battle, July SOth, 
before Atlanta. He was a devoted servattt 
of God for years before he entered the aer-
vice of hifl country. He Uved his reUgion 
in the army and was highly spoken of by 
thexhaplain and officers as a soldier and a 
Christian. He was shot through th&beart 
and, died instantly. The last .•avids be 
was heard to aay was, " Busss THE-LORD 
FOR SAIVATION." 

DYING TESTIMONY.—^Miss H. LOUISA, 

daughter of Abner and Susan L. Malloiy, 
died of congestion of the brain, in Roches-
ter, N. Y., July Slst 1864, aged 33 years. 

Slater Louisa was converted to God when 
about twelve years of age, and devoted her 
whole life to hia service. She left the first 
principles and went on unto perfection and 
obtained the blessing of entire holiness, 
seven years ago. She was a very eoncien
tious and consistent Christian. T h e last 
two years of her life, and especiaUy the last 
few months she -was with us, she grew rap
idly and learned much of the deep things 
of God. Her testimonies were marked that 
she was sinking into Christ, her living 
head. It was more than her meat and drink 
to do the -wUl of her Heavenly Father. Sister 
L. was an eamest Christian, tried in the 
furnace of affliction for yeara. She liad been 
decUning rapidly since last winter. The 
Sabbath before she died, she remarked in 
prayer-meeting she knew uot how long her 
Heavenly Father wanted ber to atay here, 
bat she -was sore there was a crown wait 
ing for her. Just one week from that day 
she went to inhabit her mansion, and wear 
the cro-wn. 

Bright angels were froTO glory come. 
They were round her bed and in her room, 
They soon did waft her spirit home; 

All WM weU. 
Let me die the death of the righteoos, 

and let my last end be like hers. 
SABAH J . WTOAHT. 

JosBsnK E. BBOWN:—I heaeby testify that 
the blood of Jesus Christ has power on 
earth to cleaae from all sin. I hare been kept 
by the power of IKvine Grace for twenty-
five ya«rs—and to d»y it aavea me. 

Bait EamOtvn. 

\ - i 


