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God never changes. From age to 
age he is without variableness or sha­
dow of turning. He never wearies in 
the exep^e of his infiDite power; nor 
exhaust l i s henevolendl by any bene­
factions which he bestows. When we 
read in thelBible of his wonderful in­
terpositions to serve them who trusted 
in Him, let us remember that he is the 
same to-day—THE LIVINO GOD. Hfe 
was never more ready tiffin at the pre­
sent to interpose in behalf of those 
who need his help. 

Faith is the connecting link that 
unites us to God. It possesses no effi­
cacy of itself. It has no intrinsic 
worth. But as an iron key ijaay open 
the vault in whieh untold treS^res lie, 
ready to be used, so faith puts man into 
possession of every good which he is 
capable of enjoying. ^ It is not power ', 
but it is the band -which carries the 
motive power where it is needed, and 
sets ihe whole machinery in motion. 
It 18 not wealth; but it is*the present­
ing to a bank that never repudiates its 
own "promise to pay," and waiting 
until the gold is duly received. Are 
you a sinner eMosed to death ? Be­
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt b e ' siVed., Do you desire 
purity 1 God puts BO'difference be­
tween you and others, but wOI purify 
your heart by faith, as he has alread^ 
done to many. Do you desire any 
temporal or spiritual blessing proper 
for you to receive which, is in the power 
of God to bestow •? AU things are pos­
sible h him that believeth.* When we 
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read in Sacred Writ of the exploits 
performed by the servants of God in 

iwulcient times, we are too ready to con-
^ude that it was because of some 
miraculous energy imparted to them, 
-which, in the change of circumstances, 
is necessarily with-held fiom us. But 
in ,the eleventh chapter of the epistle to 
tlfif̂  Hebrews we are taught that it was 
not by the arbitrary sovereignty of 
God that these old worthies were 
enabled to leave on record a good tes­
timony concerning themaelves; but it 
was THROUGH pAiTH that they "subdued < 
Itingdoms, wrought rigbteoosnes*, ob­
tained promises, stopped the mouths 
of lions, quenched the violence of fire, 
escaped the edge of the sword, out of 
weakness were made strong, waxed 
valiant in fight, tumed to flight the 
armies ot the aliens." 

Is faith the gift of Godi It 'is, in 
the same sense that seeing, hearing, 
walking, and acting are the gift of God. 
God gives the general capacity to be­
lieve. He furnishes, in his own nature, 
his word, and his works the evidences 
upon wliich faith may rely. For spe­
cial blessings, not promised in his word, 
he often gives a special faith. In this 
sense Paul speaks of faith as a spiritual 
gift, " T o another faith by the same 
Spirit."! ' ^ ^ exercise of saving faith 
depends upon ourselves. Some are 
misled by the text—" For by grace axe 
ye saved through faith ; and that Btif 
of yourselves: it is the gift of God."J 
What is here saiS to be the gift of 
God ? Not the faith ; but the salva­
tion. The original places this lieyond 
a d o u b t . Kat Totrro oitK ef ifiav. Beov TO 

•Ukikix,l l i nCcr.lS),9. fEiih.9^a 

IS 

I 

• # • 



103 THE E A R N S S T CHRISTIAN ^ ^ OOLBXN RULE. 

—-m "~p 
ful servants and crowns "them with 
imperishable glories. When the laurels 
of the bloody conqueror have faded, 
and the proud monumentslhat blazoned 
forth his deeds have crumbledi to 
ashes, the diadem of the humble ser­
vant of God, who was faithful unto 
death, will still shine in imdimmed 
splendor. But to win it he must ha 
unswerving in his fidelity. He must 
find his happiness in the favor of God. 
He must live to please Him alone.— 
You will notice that -nfeur Saviour 
teaches that faith is precluded, not 
merely by seeking the honors that come 
from men, but by receiving them when 
proffered. We must reject them if we 
would have faith and the blessings 
which it brings. Elisha would not 
receive the gifts of Naaman tfeeSyrian, 
though strongly urged, and God still 
favored him; but his servant accepted 
the offering that was freely proffered, 
and the leprosy covered him, and he 
left the company of the servant of God 
for that of ^g«rs. W e must imitate 
Elisha, and stoutly refuse the honors 
that come even without our seeking. 
The disciple is not above the Master. 
I receive not, says Jesus, honor from 
men.* And to us he says—" Woe 
unto yoi^ when all men sbaU speak 
well ofe^ou."f 

Alas f bow much there is among 
professing Christians of this receiving 
honor one of another! Js it not car­
ried to the very verge of indecency ? 
Could it abound much more if it were 
commanded to be sought instetsid of 
avoided ? 

1. We receive honor one of another, 
when, in the worship of God we con­
sult the tastes of men rather than have 
respect to what is pleasing to God.— 
Is God pleased with v the preference 
given, in seating the congregation, to 
the gaily-dressed sinner over the poor, 

s saintly widow, or the pious laborer 1 
W hat is the bestowment by the church 
f^.the most eligible seats upon those 
-iiFiio are able to pay the most but a 
tribute paid to wealth? Can genuine 

Sopav. If the word translated "that," had 
referred to faith, it would have been in 

^ h e feminine ._;gender, but it is in the 
neuter, showing that it refers to the 
whole sentence for its antecedent. The 
power to-believe coines from God—the 
act ot believing is our own. 

Can faith, then, be exercised at will? 
Does our power of believing depend 
directly upon our own volition ? jSlost 
certainly not, and yet it may be en­
tirely our fault that we are incapable 
of exercising faith. The farmer can­
not reap when he chooses, and yet if 
he neither plows nor sows he can only 
blame himself for the absence of the 
harvest. Faith is the ripened 'fruit 
-which is never found in the heart until 
the fallow ground has been broken^up 
and we have sown to ourselves in 
righteousness. To do this is our work. 
As long as it remains undone we are 
chargeable with unbelief and all its 
consequences. Our Saviour says— 
How can ye believe, wkkh receive honor 
one of another, and seek not the honor 
that cometh from God only?''' This 
language implies plainly that there are 
hindrances to faith, and until these are 
removed its exercise is impossible.— 
It is not so hard a thing as many 
imagine to trust in God, when the con­
ditions of trust are fulfilled. If we 
find ourselves afiected with unbelief 
and despondency, instead of a blind 
determination that we will believe, we 
should search into the cause. In deal­
ing wilh souls, instead of crying out, 
" believe, believe, only believe," we 
should probe the heart, and see if 
there are no hindrances to the exercise 
of a saving faith. Presumption is easy 
at any time; but faith can be exer­
cised only as we meet its conditions. 
Let us looli at the hindrances of faith 
as stated by our Saviour, and see if 
•we cannot discover the cause of our 
spiritual faintness. These hindrances j^. 
are two. 

First—Receiving honor one of an­
other. 

God is jealous. He loves his faith-

•iohn T, u . 'John T, 41. tLiike.6, 26. 
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faith be exercised by those who sanc­
tion a practice so utterly at variance 
with the word of God? Then the 
words of our Saviour ean have no 
meaning. 

Does not much of the preaching 
that we hear come under the same 
head ? There is no mistaking the ob­
ject of that nicely-polished essay. ITie 
offence ofthe cross is carefully shunned. 
The word of God is smoothed down to 
suit the fastidious ears of the fashion­
able congregation. Selfdenial is not 
insisted upon, non-conformity to the 
world is not urged, for rich men might 
be offended and. withdraw their sup­
port. Those finely rounded periods, 
that please the fancy but leave the 
heart and the conscience untouched; 
those graceful gestures, so patiently 
studied before the mirror, secure, as 
they were doubtless intended, the ap­
plause of the careless and unthinking, 
hut the Spirit is grieved, and soula go 
down to hell unwarned. Can such men 
have faith ? It is difficult to understand 
how they can believe the Bible. Said 
the great apostle: " Do I seek to please 
men ? For if I yet pleased men i 
should not be the servant of Christ." 

If we neglect to confess Christ be­
cause our talents or education arc not 
equal to those of others, we Vfe seek­
ing honor of men. Do you hot de­
tect yourself in this ? Yet you wonder 
at your weakness of faith ! 

Is not the singing conducted inmost 
churches with a view to please men 
instead of God? Can any one believe 
that he cares more for aJtistic skill 
than for a devotional heart! Where 
can a choir be found in which piety is 
made a requisite to admission ? 

Again, weseek honorof men when we 
repress all manifestations of the Spirit, 
andsubstitutefrigid proprietiesfor those 
outbursts of devotion whicii flow spon-. |̂  
taneously from hearts filled with love 
to God. On the day of pentecost by­
standers said, " These men are full of* 
new wine." Yet the apostles did not, 
on that account, put down these mani­
festations which gave occasion to such 
contemptuous remarks. It is impossi­

ble for us t o exercise faith while we 
are constantly on the look-out lest 
something. should happen that might" 
provoke the cold criticisms of those 
who have no sympathy with the power 
of godliness. The religion of Jesus 
can never be made popular among 
those who refuse to submit to its 
claims. It spreads by its own force. 
Persecution, instead of checking its 
progress, but makes it take a firmer 
hold. Sensitiveness to the reproach 
of the cross excludes the mighty opera­
tions of the Hoiy Ghost, and leaves us 
to make our way as best we can under 
the guidance of worldly policy. Are 
we pleased with the compliments which 
the world pays to our imposing church 
edifices, our faultless preaching, our 
skillful singing, onr rapid progress, our. 
numbers, our wealth, or our intelli­
gence 1 Then do we receive honor of 
men. Faith is impossible. 

2. We receive honor of men when, 
in our mode df living, we disregard 
express commands of God to follow 
the prevailing fashions. The Bible 
lays down general principles. It is 
not very specific in its directions as to 
how we shall dress and live. It forbids 
all ostentatious display. It prohibits 
expressly—not this style or that, pro­
vided it be not immodest—but " the 
putting on of gold or costly apparel." 
The Quaker with his garments plainly 
made, but of the most expensive mate­
rial, violates this prohibition in its most 
essential features. His dress is a bait 
for the honor which men pay to wealth. 
As a general rule, do not rich men be­
longing to the church expect and receive 
a certain degree of consideration on ac­
count of .their social position ? Are 
they not careful to indicate, in' some 
way, by their apparel or their equipage, 
that they are men of wealth ? Can a 
stranger belongin their company with­
out being told of their high standing ? 
If faith is essential to salvation, and if 
receiving honor of men shuts out faith, 
what iinpressiveness is there in the 
words of our Saviour, "How hardly 
shail they that have riches enter into 
the kingdom of God." Luke xviii, 24. 
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3. We receive honor of men when 
isre accept honorary degrees 'and titles. 
Our Saviour says expressly : Be not 
ye calledBabbi—doctor—/oron« is your 
master, even Christ; and all ye are 
brethren.* He here plainly condemns 
a practice that is general among minis­
ters, nor can all the sophistry of all the 
doctors of divinity make it appear 
Otherwise. Yet ministers not only 
consent to be called " doctor," but the.y 
covet the distinction. Degrees are 
purchased from insignificant colleges 
struggling for an existence. The " Doc­
torate" is not unfrequently bestowed 
upon m^n who are noted for neither 
their piety nor their learning—men 
who make an utter failure as far as the 
cure of souls is concerned, and -who 
could not read their diplomas to save 
their lives. Is there any reason to 
suppose tbat the rage for titles ran 
higher among the Pharisees of our 
Saviour's day than it does at present 
among ministers of aU denominations? 
How, then, can ye believe 1 

Secondly,—^Another great hindrance 
'to faith is neglecting to seek the honor 
thai comes from God only. There is 
an honor that comes ftom Gon ALONE. 
Men do not give it. They,claim no 
share in its bestowal. They either 
stand coldly by, or call its recipient an 
enthusiast or a fanatic. Christ suflTered 
in the garden alone ; and every one of 
his disciples is, at some period of his 
history, called to go into the garden 
alone with him. ^jHe is to decide the 
question " ShaU I please God or my 
friends." The man of God chooses 
the honor that God giveth. Moses 
sought it, when he esteemed the re­
proach of Christ greater riches than 
the treasures in Egypt. Noah sought 
it when he endured the derisions of the 
ungodly fot more than a century while 
the ark was preparing. It is natural 
for us to desire the approbation of our 
fellow-men. But if we-would live the 
life of faith we must make it our 
aim to please the Lord in aU our ways. 
We must have t}ie single eye. Any— 

•Mitthnr xxiii, a 
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the slightest inclination to receive hon­
or from men will cripple our spiritual 
energies and incapacitate us from 
believing in Jesus. 3; 
/^nfe^ences: 1. If receiving honor 

ffrom men prevents the exercise of 
saving faith, then will sin of every kind. 
For of all sin none is less ofiensive thm 
this. With a great majority it passes 
for a positive virtue. It does no vio­
lence, like anger ; it is not haughty and 
supercilious like pride; nor disgust­
ing like vanity and affectation; it does 
not injure the body like intemperance, 
nor defile it like tobacco, nor lead to 
dishonest practices like coveteousness; 
and yet it precludes the possibility of 
exercising that faith by which, we can 
be saved. With what circumspection 
then must we live! If our hearts 
condemn us God is greater than our 
hearts. The life of faith is not, as 
many seem to imagine, one of loose 
and careless living. To lead it we 
must renounce sin in all its forms. A 
consecration that takes in every hour 
of our lives, every particle of our in-
flpence, and every dollar of our money 
must be made. 

2. If these things be true—and who 
that believes in the Bible can doubt it ? 
—then giuch of what passess for faith 
in the orthodox world is nothing but 
sheer presumption. It has no founda­
tion. It is the house built upon the 
sand. It is the dead faith of the Uni­
versalist, and not the living trust 
of the penitent, obedient beUever. 
The heart is not purified by it, nor 
the life reformed. It acts like the 
opiate, which benumbs the sensibilities 
while disease is making its deadly 
progress; and not like the elixir 
which brings health to the bones. O, 
ye who are living like the world, 
pleased witli its honors, greedy of its 
gains or its pleasures, and yet dream­
ing of heaven, be undeceived ! Your 
^cal led faith does not make you 
whole—it does not save you—it does 
not give you comfort. It only tends 
to dissipate conviction and make your 
damnation more certain. If your faith 
were genuine it would purify your af-
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factions, give you power with God, 
and fill you -with joy and peaee. 

3. We see the reason why so little 
is accomplished in the way of the sal­
vation of souls. Is not this country 
like the one in which Jesus did not 
many mighty works because of their 
unbelief? No wonder that sin abounds. 
The world is gradually encroaching 
upon the churcb; the line of demarka­
tion is growing fainter and fainter; 
vice in its most unblushing forms, 
stalks abroad, and there seems to be 
almost no power among professing 
Christians to stay the deathly tide. 
To stem the current we need a piety 
ofa harder stamp than grows in the 
hot-beds of pride and fashion. To cast 
out the kind of devils that is met, we 
must have a faith that is famUiar with 
fasting and prayer. Let us examine 
ourselves. If our piety is fruitless and 
unsatisfactory, it is because of the 
weakness of our faith. Let us humble 
ourselves—steadfastly refuse the hon­
or which cometh fi-om men and set 
the Lord continually before our eyes. 
Faith grows in the vaUey where it is 
shaded by humility. The two are 
always found together. You see what 
is needed. Dearly beloved, will you 
consent to die out to all but God? 
Rest not because you are as good as 
others. Apply Scriptural tests, use 
Scriptural remedies. W H E N THE SON 
OF M A N COMETH S H A L L H E FIND F A I T H 

ON T H E E A R T H ? 

CONVICTION FOR SIN. 

BY REV. WM. COOLEY. 

In order to have sound conversions, 
there must be deep conviction. Super­
ficial conviction results in su)oerficial 
conversions, and such soon lose what 
little religion they think they have.—r 
Conviction is the work of the Holy 
Ghost; for man cannot of himself con­
vict the sinner of his guUt; but God 
may use his words, or acts, or looks to 
do it. When convictions are power-
fill, re-vivals will be powerful, thorough 
and lasting. 

Two things are essential to bring the 
power of the Spirit do'wn on the peo­
ple. Fidelity and faith—fidelity n 
preaching the whole truth of God, and 
especially those truths which are gen­
erally disregarded by the hearers. One 
who has discernment wiU see what 
truths the Holy Ghost uses to awaken 
souls, and if he keeps his eye on the 
judgment, he wUl not stop for opposi­
tion, friction, or friends, but wUl in the 
spirit of love for souls pour the naked 
truth on their hearts. This is not done 
by beating the air, or making false 
motions, or getting up an ims^inary 
opponent and annihilating him, but by 
plying the old Bible doctrines of total 
depravity, eternal punishment, and holi­
ness of heart. There must be a faith 
that believes God and His promises, 
and looks for the power of His Spirit 
to awaken souls. The Chureh has 
drifted so far away from the power of 
God that it has, to a great extent, lost 
sight of all that is supernatural in sal­
vation. And the effort now is to edu­
cate the children of the Sunday School 
up into religion, and get the people to 
submit to the claims of God, and be 
satisfied •with a change of purpose, and 
a resolution to do better, Uve moral, 
and belong to the church. 

There must be a radical and super­
natural change of heart in order to 
serve God. Mr. Caughey's great use­
fulness has largely grown out of the 
lesson . God taught him in the early 
part of his ministry—that he must 
constantly trust in the Holy Spirit for 
success. Whoever does this, will look 
for great manifestations of power in 
the assemblies—faith in God's power, 
and willingness to work among the 
people and save them. A conviction 
that does not bring -with it loathing for 
sin is not from God, and a conviction 
that does not lead the sinner to hate 
the things he once loved, and to love 
the things he before hated, is not sav­
ing. Awful convictions and thorough 
conversions followed the preaching of 
a Redfield and a Kendall, for they were 
faithful to God and to souls, and de­
pended on the power of the Holy 
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Spirit. It was the same with Mr. 
Wesley, and largely so with the early 
Methodist preachers. Mr. Robert 
Winfield, a powerful revivalist in Eng­
land, thirty and forty years ago saw 
much of the power of God in the sal­
vation of souls ; and in giving some 
account of the work under his labors, 
s ays : ' " It is the office of the Spirit of 
God to enlighten the dark, benighted 
minds, and quicken the dead souls of 
the children of men, and give them a 
sensibility of danger; this brings guilt 
and condemnation to the souls, and 
causes them to cry out,.' What must I 
do to be saved ?' This is what is call­
ed conviction fbr sin, which all must 
feel more or less before they gain for­
giveness ; at times, when the wound is 
deep, the soul is almost overwhelmed 
with guilt and fear, and the burden of 
guilt is so great, almost intolerable to 
be borne at times ; horrible thoughts 
crowd the mind—they are fearful of 
taking another step lest they should 
drop into hell; some think Satan is 
with them, ready to lay hold of them, 
others have thought they could smell 
the brimstone from the horrible pit of 
hell. I have seen them struck blind 
with conviction ; I have seen them 
struck dumb with conviction ; I have 
seen the use of their limbs go with 
conviction ; I have seen them drop on 
the gronnd in the streets and markets 
withconvictions—young and old and 
middle aged, many stout men and 
women in the prime of life. At West 
Bromwich, a persecutor was in the 
afternoon, betwixt two and three 
o'clock, struck blind with conviction. 
She came to the house where we were 
at prayer; there lay on the floor 
through the house both male and fe­
male. Mrs. Vale took her who was 
struck blind by the hand, and led her 
through the street to her house; she 
dropped down on her knees, and the 
use of her limbs went; she continued 
as one dead for some hours. We sat 
by her, and at length she began to 
praise God with a loud voice. God 
set her soul at liberty, and then and 
there her sight came, and the use of 

her limbs, and she declared God had 
pardoned her sins. While we were 
praying with her, another woman sat 
in the house with a child; the same 
power came upon her, she fiung herself 
back in her chair, the child fell on the 
floor, and she continued as the other 
woman for hours, but both were made 
happy. Miss , of Belper, and her 
mother, were both at the large room 
where I was preaching; many were 
wounded for sin. In the morning, a 
person came for me to go and see the 
mother and daughter. I found them 
both on their knees; the young woman 
had not been able to speak for nine 
hours. I prayed with her, and in five 
minutes her soul was set at liberty, 
and her tongue perfectly lopsed to 
praise God. After a camp-meeting in 
Norfolk, meeting a number in a farm­
er's barn, burdened and groaning under 
their sins, a young lady in the midst of 
her gaiety, dressed in silks, came to look 
on, and sat smiling in a corner of the 
barn; I went and spoke to her, and 
asked if her soul was of no value—the 
Lord have mercy on thy soul. In a 
few minutes the power of God came 
upon her, and, trembling, she fell down 
amongst the penitents crying out for 
mercy. The use of her limbs went; 
her arms went black ; her fingers were 
stiff"; her speech went; they carried 
her in a chair and put her to bed ; and 
some time in the night God set her 
soul at liberty." There have been 
some awful convictions in connection 
with this earnest wOrk within a few 
years past. One man writhed in dread­
ful agony as he came forward to be 
prayed for, and wanted us to get down 
at once and pray for him, but his dis­
tress was so great he did not kneel 
with us, but wrung his hands, and in a 
short time he exclaimed in a loud 
voice—I am all right; and at once 
started into the congregation after his 
wicked companions. 

At one of our Ciimp-meetings, a man 
was so powerfully convicted that he 
started to leave tfae ground, and a short 
distance from the ground sat down by 
the fence, and staid there all night in 
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the rain, and was tempted to commit 
suicide, But in the morning came into 
one of the tents to be prayed for. A 
man at whose house myself and my 
companion staid over night, while a 
protracted meeting was in progress, 
was so convicted that he came and 
caUed us up in the night to pray for 
him, as he felt he could not wait until 
morning. An infidel, under Bro. Ken­
dall's labors, was so convicted that he 
lost his strength in the field alone 
before he had been forward to be 
prayed for. A woman in a village 
where we held a few meetings, a few 
days afterwards, was so convicted she 
thought one night she should die, and 
had her husband go after a woman to 
come and pray for her, but sbe did not 
get relief, and then she sent for a min­
ister in the place to come and pray for 
her; but he told her all the matter was 
she was frightened at the exercises of a 
sister who had attended the meetings, 
and she got no relief from that source, 
and wore off her convictions. A short 
time ago I was passing through Bro. 
W. Smith's circuit, where a large num­
ber had been converted, and preached, 
and during the meeting a man was so 
powerfully convicted that he rolled 
and tumbled about, so that it took four 
or five men to keep him from hurting 
himself or others. Such cases are ex­
ceptions it is true, but if the work is of 
God there will be deep loathing of sin. 
And if the feelings of penitents are not 
" I abhor myself, and repent in dust 
and ashes," those laboring for their sal­
vation ought to go to God for more of 
the power of the Spirit to thoroughly 
break up their hearts. Thorough con­
'vietion breaks the soul away from" its 
sins, and the pleasures and trappings 
ofthe world. 

I HAVE DONE NOTHINO myse l f . I 
have not fought, but Christ has fought 
for me; I have not run, but Christ has 
carried me; I have not worked, but 
Chrtst has wrought in me ; Christ has 
done all.—PAYSON. 

A soft answer turneth away wrath ; 
but grievous words stir up anger. 

HEAVEN. 

BY REV. R. DONKKRSLY. 

Though earth has many a beautiful spot, 
As a poet or paioter might ahow,— 

Yet more lovely and beautiful, holy and blight 
To the hopes of tfae fieart, and the spirit's 

glad sight. 
Is the land that no mortal may know. 
0 ! who but mast prize In this dark vale of tears. 

From ita clouds and its shadows to go. 
To walk in the light of tbe glory above. 

And to share m the peaee, and the joy and 
the love 

Of the land which no mortal may know. 
—Barton. 

The term Heaven, like many other 
Scripture terms, is one of quite varied 
signification. The following are' among 
its numerous acceptations : Airy re­
gions, " By them shall the fowls of 
heaven have their habitation, which 
sing among the branches." Ps. civ, 13. 
The starry orbs. "The heavens de­
clare the glory of God, and the firma­
ment showeth his handiwork." Ps. xix, 
1. A great height. "The people is 
greater and taller than we, the cities 
are great and walled up to heaven." 
Deu. i, 28. All places above us. 
"Hi s going forth is from the end 
of the heaven, and his circuit unto 
the ends of it." Ps. xix, 6. A lofty 
moral position. " How art thou fall­
en from heaven, O Lucifer, son of 
morning." Isa. xiv, 12. The mansions 
of the .blessed. " Rejoice and be ex­
ceeding glad, for great is your reward 
in heaven." Matt, xii, 5. 

Taken in the last named of these 
several acceptations, our belief is that 
heaven is not a mere " name," but that 
it is real, veritable, tan^ble, " a local 
habitation." "In my Father's house 
are many mansions, if it were not so, 
I would have told you. I go to pre­
pare a place for you. And- if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and receive you unto my­
self, that where I am, there ye may be 
also." John xiv, 2, 3. Heaven is not, 
merely a transcendently happy condi­
tion of intelligent and moral beings, 
but a place of " holy habitation." 

In what part of his vast universe. 
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the saints of the Most High will find 
- their future and eternal inheritance, 
whether on this earth regenerated, or 
elsewhere, comes not within the pro­
vince of human knowledge to deter­
mine. Suffice, for all who are in the 
assured possession ofa "well-grounded 
hope" of ultimately entering there, 
that it will be just where the God of 
infinite wisdom, of boundless love, and 
of illimitable resources sees shaU con­
duce to the highest bliss of a " chosen 
generation." 

The beauty, the grandeur, the bliss, 
the felicity of the " New Jerusalem," 
wUl i«finitely transcend tbe highest 
oonceptions of the most exalted intelli­
gences. 

Dreams cannot picture a world so fair, 
Sorrow and death may not enter there; 
Time doth not breathe on its fadeless bloom, 
f'ar beyond tbe clonds, and beyond the tomb. 

It is there, it is there, my child. 
—Mrs. Hemans, 

From remotest antiquity, all nations, 
rude and refined, benighted and intelli-

f ent, barbarous and civil, Heathen, 
'agan, Jew and Christian have believed 

in an abode of future and eternal bliss. 
They who have not been in possession 
ofthe Bible to assist them in forming 
.correct views of that abode of the 
blessed, have formed ideal conceptions, 
borrowed from their own country, 
cUme, educations, pursuits, religion 
etc. 

Mohammed's ethereal heaven was 
gathered in part, at least, from our 
own Scriptures. One day Mohammed 
assembled his friends and disciples 
about him, and told them that the 
night before, as he lay in his bed, the 
angel Gabriel came and waked him, 
and led him to the door of his house, 
where was an animal between a mule 
and an ass. This animal was the beast 
Abborah, or lightning, that had always 
been used to convey the prophets, but 
not having been employed since the 
days of Jesus, he was very restive, and 
would not let Mohammed mount till 
he had provided him a place in para­
dise. The promise is given—the 
prophet mounts, and in the twinkling 
of an eye is at Jerusalem. Leaving 

the temple of Jerusalem, he finds at 
the door a ladder, which Gabriel and 
Mohammed ascend, and are soon in the 
first heaven. This they find to. be a 
magnificent place, all of pure silver. 
From hence they pass to the second 
heaven. This was all of gold. Leav­
ing this, soon the third heaven is 
gained, which is found to be made en­
tirely of precious stones. Higher stiU,. 
and they enter the fourth heaven, which 
they find to be composed wholly of 
emeralds. Higher still, and they are 
admitted to the fifth heaven, which 
they find to be one grand structure 
of adamant. The ascent is continued 
until the sixth heaven is reached ; this 
is built of carbuncles. Higher still, 
and the heaven is opened for their re­
ception, and they beheld it all made of 
glorious light, and Jesus in the midst 
of it. 

Now let us make one grand whole 
of theseven Mohammedan heavens, and 
while we gaze upon their combined 
dazzling splendor, let us add thereto 
the scriptural heaven—wilh its " gates 
of pearP'^its "streets of gold"—its 
" walls of jasper"—its " sea of glass"— 
its " tree of life," bearing its " twelve 
manner of fruits"—its "innumerable 
company"—arrayed in " spotless robes 
of white"—wearing upon their brows 
" crowns of glory"—bearing in their 
hands "palms of victory." Let us 
now look upon the company '' before 
the throne of God and the Lamb." 
Angel, afch-angel, cherubim, and ser­
aphim are there, and there also are 
beheld the "glorious army of mar­
tyrs," besides which see " an innumer­
able company, which no man can num­
ber." This countless number of glori­
fied ones are so many rapturous chor­
isters, who are forever chanting the 
song of redeeming love. 

The ransomed shout to their glorious King, 
"Where no sorrow shades the soul as they sing; 
But a sinless and a joyous song they raise. 
And their voice of prayer is etemal praiae. 

And now let the loftiest humanPim­
agination add its highest efforts to give 
additional splendor to this celestial 
.scene. This done, then caU upon the 
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brightest intelligences that stand in 
the Eternal presence to bring forth 
their transcendent descriptive powers 
in adding additional grandeur thereto. 
Now, let faith stretch forth her pinions, 
and ascend to the loftiest summit 
of glory which looms up before her 
enraptured vision. Faith, having gain­
ed her lofty pinnacle, her upturned gaze 
obtains faint glimpses of the real hea­
ven which God has " prepared for those 
who love him." Overwhelmed with 
" the transporting, rapturous, scene," 
the only utterance she can find is—" a 
far more exceeding, and eternal weight 
of glory !" 
High as we lift our reason up. 
By Faith directed, and confirmed by Hope; 
Tet we are able only to survey 
Dawnings of beams, and promises of day. 
Heaven's fuller effluence wrecks our dazzled 

sight, 
Too great its swiftness, and too strong its light. 

—Prior. 
"Far out of sight, while yet the fleah enfolds ns. 

Lies the fair country where our hearts abide. 
And of ita bliss ia nought more wondrous told 

us. 
Than these few worda, "I shall be satisfied." 

SCRIPTURE TESTS. 

BY MRS. L. C. EnEj^ER. 

It is to be feared that there are more 
liars in the Church at the present day, 
than is generally supposed; for in the 
1st epistle of John 2nd chapter and 4th 
verse, we are told that, " He that saith 
I know Him, and keepeth not His com­
mandment is a liar and the truth is not 
in him." Also, " I f w e say we have 
fellowship with him, and walk in dark­
ness, we lie and do not the truth," and 
"He that saith he abideth in Him 
ought also to, walk even as he walked." 
Consequently, all those professing the 
name of Christ and yet walking in the 
vanities of the world, the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, according 
to scriptural authority are liars, for 
Christ did not walk so, and His follow­
ers are to walk as He did. " Follow 
me," He says, not make a boast of a 
profession but follow me, come out 
from among them; touch not the un­

clean thing, take up your cross daily, 
endure to have your name cast out as 
^vAl; the disciple is not above his 
Lord; and if they have persecuted me 
they wiU persecute you also. And 
these words were addressed not as 
some endeavor to assert, to tbe disci­
ples of that day, but, " If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himself, 
take up his cross daily and follow me," 
and " All who will live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution." 
How few there are who know anything 
of such an experience! How many 
commence by breaking the very first 
command, which is to "Love the Lord 
our God with all the heart!" Taking, 
then, the blessed word for our standard, 
what a vast multitude of professing 
Christians have degenerated into mere 
Uars! It is well to be honest, and 
using God's terms, call things by their 
right names. Ananias and Sapphira 
promised to give up their entire pos­
sessions and then withheld a part of the 
price and were struck with death for 
lying to the Holy Ghost. Every 
Christian who promises to serve the 
Lord, and then deliberately withholds a 
part of his consecration, commits tfae 
same sin every day and hour. What have 
they to expect as an eternal reward ? 
In- Rev. 21st chapter and 8th verse it 
is written, " The fearful and unbeliev­
ing and idolaters and lia,rs shall have 
their part in the lake which burneth 
with fire and brimstone." " Without 
are murderers and idolaters and who­
soever loveth and maketh alie." Very' 
little account seems to be made in 
these days of the sin of lying to God; 
of drawing nigh with the lips while the 
heart is far away. The sin, because it 
is so general, is looked upon with great 
leniency, but God has not changed. 
He views it in just the same light now 
as when he caused these words to be 
-written for our warning. Although 
there is not faithfiil teaching from, one 
generation to another, and backslidden 
Christians are taken as examples, yet 
the word wUl stand in its immutabUity, 
and although there is a wide departure 
fromits precepts and a general foUow-
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ing after natural inclination, yet by it 
we shall be tested and judged at that 
last great day. 

Whoever, having named the name of 
Christ, has yet walked contrary to the 
word and the testimony will be found 
to have been a liar, and the truth not 
in him. The light of the judgment 
day will shine beneath the covering of 
a profession, and the deeds and thoughts 
of the heart will be made manifest. 
And now, you that read these.lines, 
are you certain that you are not under 
this condemnation ? Have you never 
solemnly consecrated yourself to the 
Lord, and then, when He took you at 
your word, and began to lead you 
out, have you not shrunk back and re­
fused to obey and walk up to the first 
ray of light given? Have you not 
been unwilling to follow Jesus, prefer-
ing the honor and approbation of those 
around you, for that which CQpietb 
from God only ? Are you not keeping 
back a part of the price ? This brings 
the darkness and heaviness upon you, 
which will not be dissipated, no matter 
how much you cry and groan, and 
plead, until you yield the point. The 
Lord will never come down to your 
terms. He has been letting a little 
Ught shine, and until you walk in 
that light you will not be able to 
claim the promise that the blood of 
Jesus cleanseih from all sin." Get 
down before Him^ yield every point, 
ana walk steadily in the consecration, 
so that you will not nieet a life-long 
lie at the judgment day. Blessed be 
Jesus, Hallelujah to His name, how 
He saves, how the blood cleanses from 
aU sin the heart which is given wholly 
up to know no other will; to follow 
no other voice but His ; the heart 
" where only Christ is heard to speak, 
where Jesus reigns alone." Glory to 
God, He saves me just now, I feel the 
blood applied. Through it I am clean, 
and He shall reign in my heart forever. 
His easy yoke I'll bear with delight. 

Better is little with righteousness 
than great revenues without right. 

STEADFASTNESS. 

BY FRANCES D . BYRNS. 

" The righteous also shall hold on 
his way, and he that hath clean hands 
shall.be stronger and stronger." 

Having been much annoyed by the 
" enemy of all righteousness" with a 
fear of backsliding, some time after 
my heart was cleansed from sin, 1 feel 
prompted by the Spirit of God to 
write a Uttle upon the subject, hoping 
it may relieve the minds of some who 
have lately become partakers of this 
full salvation. As the " accuser of the 
brethren" looks into the quiet soul of 
one entirely redeemed, he sees a de­
termination, firm as the deep-rooted 
oak, to obey God, and to avoid com­
promising. The victor; is gained, and 
Satan sees he can no longer keep such 
a soul from doing duty and leading a 
holy life. He therefofe introduces 
another class of temptations. If you 
chance to look from your window at 
the passers-by, or at the signs in the 
shop windows, you will be accused of 
curiosity ; or if you go to the mirror, 
the ever-busy one says, " Now see the 
effects of pr!9e ; surely you are self-
deceived ; pride yet lingers in your 
heart, and prompts you to seek a view 
of yourself before the glass." Another 
forcible temptation is the harassing 
feeling that you have done something 
wrong, though you are not able to tell 
what it is. You do not feel as well as 
you did yesterday—something is 
brought to your mind which you 
failed to do, not knowing whether it 
was duty or not; and again the accu­
ser says—" It must have been duty, 
and you neglected it; therefore the 
dove has flown, and you are condemn­
ed." O, ye blood-washed ones, " Cast 
not away your confidence!" This 
matter settled—your heart again blest 
with a sense of purity—Satan comes 
again : " It is true you now enjoy much 
of Jesus' love,—his candle shines about 
you, and you hear his voice ; but in a 
few years you will be called from the 
parental nest, and new and perplexing 
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cares will be yours ; then where will 
be your joy ?" O, how much I have 
suflTered from this temptation! .But of 
late I have found a shield to quench 
this fiery dart. It is this : " The Lord 
shall be thy confidence, and shall keep 
thy foot from being taken." I have 
sometimes been led by the Holy Spirit 
to speak in the public congregation 
after preaching ; and the enemy, see­
ing my timidity, took advantage of it, 
and so magnified the cross, that for a 
time I almost dreaded the Holy Sab­
bath. But the Lord brought deliver­
ance from this also, and I can now 
" call the Sabbath of the Lord a de­
Ught." WhUe walking through the 
streets, I have often been interrogated 
by the spiritual questioner in this way 
—̂ " Ought you not to speak to this 
person you are about to meet, and ask 
him if he loves Jesus ?" And this was 
carried to such an extreme, that if 1 
met any one on my way to school, it 
dampened my spiritual joy, because I 
did not know but I q,ught to converse 
with such a one about the salvation of 
the soul. I think now it is not duty, 
unless we can be in their society a tew 
minutes at least. A similar vexation 
was that of calling on different families. • 
I have sometimes done this, and talked 
and prayed with the peoplei, and expect 
to do so still; but at one time I was 
so tempted to dread it, that a vacant 
house was a real relief to me, because 
then I was sure I had no duty to per­
form. Well might the Saviour say to 
me, as he did to Peter, " O, thou of 
little faith!" And now, beloved, should 
these temptations beset you, be not 
dismayed. It is true, we must not 
compromise nor neglect duty, but we 
ought also to be free from anxious care 
in regard to departing from the " living 
way" in the ftiture. When you feel 
inclined to be over-cautious, call to 
mind the following words for your 
comfort: "The Lord preserveth the 

^ way of his saints, none of their steps 
shall slide. Trust ye in the Lord for­
ever, for in the Lord Jehovah is ever-
lastiug strength. The Lord of hosts is 
with us ; the God of Jacob is our re­

fuge." Follow on to know the Lordj.^ 
and " thine age shall be clearer than 
the noonday ; thou shalt shine /orth, 
thou shalt be as the morning." 

THE TENDENCY OF T H E AGE. 

BY RET. N. D. FANNINO. 

1. There is a strange tendency 
among men to turn from deep and 
thorough renovation, and seek in ex­
ternal polish that which is wanting in 
internal worth. Rigorous discipline 
made ancient Greece and Rome the 
terror of the world in their respective 
ages, but this fatal tendency snared 
them in its delusive net, and, yielding 
that rigid, selfdenying, thorough dis­
cipline which had made them conquer­
ors, they sought to awe tbe world into 
reverence and submission by ostenta­
tious display of wealth and power.— 
Their massive ruins attest the lament­
able error they committed. These are 
not exceptions, or solitary examples, 
in the constellation of nations. This 
tendency is the mighty, hidden spring 
that first dismembers and then annihi­
lates. 

2. Neither is it confined to the poli­
tical world. Social regulations, whether 
originating in law or in the special 
operation of organized bodies of men, 
are subject to the same fatal delusion. 
Public opinion is too much the Jever 
that moves society. What will the 
world think ?—not, What is right ?—is 
the great question with multitudes at 
thepresent day, and thus the sentiments 
of corrupt mankind become the (false) 
means of social advancement. As a 
consequence, there is a looseness, a 
vague indefiniteness, in regard to right 
and wrong, which opens wide the door 
for the easy entrance of immorality, 
and vice, and crime. Under the super­
ficial reign of public opinion, society is 
now rushing with constantly-increasing 
velocity toward the dark shades of 
total demoralization. Men are forget­
ting that they are surrounded by beings 
like themselves, who have the same 
right?, the same nature, and the same 
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interests; and the selfishness of the 
age, upheld by the tacit consent of the 
popular voice, is transforming society 
into a vast engine of robbery, where, 
supported by the complacent smiles of 
the multitudes, gigantic schemes of 
fraud, and alluring vices of monstrous 
deformity, are engulfing thousands in 
utter ruin. 

3. But, more to be deplored than 
aught else is the startling fact, that 
•even in Zion, " the perfection of 
beauty," this " mystery of iniquity 
•doth (already) work." How terrible 
the departure from primitive simplicity 
and fu2y living ! The old landmark is, 
' ' God forbid that I should glory, save 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom the world is crucified unto 
me, and I unto the world," Gal. vi, 14. 
Now, Christ crucified is a " stumbling-
block" and "foolishness" to many 
nominal Christians. The cross-bearing 
way has been exchanged for the easier 
track of selfish gratification. An un­
holy compound has been substituted 
for simple faith in Jesus. Instead of 

' the separating knife to sever the cords 
of jointure -with the world and the flesh 
and the Devil, now, we see the grap­
pling" irons by which a union is sought 
to be formed between Christ and Belial 
—between God and Mammon. In 
place of " the fruit of the Spirit," 
-which " is love, joy, peace, longrsuSer-
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek­
ness, temperance," we find hatred, 
moroseness, strife, resentment, harsh­
ness, e-vil acts and thoughts, infidelity, 
anger and intemperance fostered and 
pampered in the so-called church of the 
first-born. The address of Paul to the 
Galatians—" Having begun in the 
Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the 
flesh?"—is an inquiry applicable to 
many of this day. Pride for humility, 
worldly-conforiSity for imitation of 
Jesus, carnal gratification for holy self-
denial, disgusting pomp for worship in 
Spirit and in truth, foolish questions 
which gender strife, instead of the un­
varnished story of the cross, a rest in 
forms and ceremonies in place of the 
life and power of godliness; these 

changes are the result of the tendency 
to superficiality which exists among 
men. 

4. Yet there is sometimes a partial 
awakening of some portions of man­
kind to the magnitude of existing evUs, 
and a consequent effort to remedy 
them. But these -very efibrts show 
how complete is the bondage of the 
age to this tendency. Look at the 
evU of intemperance, for instance.— 
Here is an evil general in its character, 
breathing desolation upon soul and 
body, whose eflects will be -written in 
terrible characters upon the ever-during 
archways of Etemity, which has for 
its cause those withering soul diseases 
—avarice and sensuality; and which 
is connived at by legislative sanctions. 
Met in what way ? By a few secret 
societies. And whence came secret 
societies? They had their origin in 
the hot-beds of infidelity, and, (those 
of comparatively modern date,) with 
the evident design of undermining the 
Christian religion, by opening a door 
into a labyrinth -that might appear, to 
the unsuspecting and unthinking world, 
equal in utility and grandeur to the 
Christian temple, but without the so-
called opprobrium of the cross. They 
have become numerous, and many are 
their ostensible objects; but they are 
local in their character, external in 
their remedial application, and alto­
gether the creatures of circumstance. 
The remedies of the age for giant evils 
are, in the main, altogether inadequate 
to their cure, owing to their superficial 
nature and the indefinite manner of 
their application. 

It is not difficult to perceive that the 
true reformer has to meet and contend 
against this tendency, and that it con­
stitutes a most wily foe. But although 
it is subtle, and woven intimately not 
only into the framework of society, 
but into the very heart of corrupt 
humanity, and, in consequence, a real 
Gibraltar, impregnable to any common 
assault, yet it must be overcome before 
aught else can be done. Deep, thorough 
discipline is an all-essential preparatory 
step to be taken by him who would be 
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a successful soldier, statesman, phUan-
thropist, or Bible Christian. 

There is but one- antidote for this 
tendency of the human heart—but one 
remedy for this terrific, all-enveloping 
disease. And that remedy is a sure 
one—sufficiently efficacious to meet 
the wants of extended governments, 
and adajJted to individual necessities. 
And here we wish to urge the claims 
ofthe Christian Religion aa the remedy, 
and of the Bible as the guide-book to 
lead to the thorough discipline. 

1. Christianity deals with the inner 
m m ; it makes its assault upon the 
heart, and gains its first conquest there; 
it is the image of God—" knowledge, 
righteousness, and true holiness;" its 
kingdom is within, which is " righteous­
ness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost;" it has, a powerful spiritual 
alembic which, when applied, " cleans­
eth from all unrighteousness;" it regu­
lates the external by purifying the 
interior. Hence, it is the direct oppo­
site of the tendency alluded to. 

2. It implants new principles and 
motives. "Behold what manner of 
love the Father hath- bestowed upon 
us." Self is forgotten in the all-absorb­
ing, heaven-born passion. The language 
of-the soul is, "Thy will, O God, be 
done," and our o^n perverse wills are 
gently submerged in the will of God. 
Pride and arrogance are cast out, and 
humility and meekness substituted.— 
It brings with it a holy boldness that 
rises proudly superior to the persecu­
tions of public sentiment. Hence, it 
annihilates the principles which nourish 
that deadly tendency. 

3. It brings a separation from the 
world. The swollen river may bear in 
its rapid currents the noblest of the 
forest trees, and even whole rafts of 
carefully selected timber, which negli­
gence may have left too near the shore 
in time of low water. Their motion is 
ceaselessly onward until they are lost 
in the immensity of the ocean, follow­
ing every curve of the river, and avoid­
ing every little island or sand-bar that 
may present an #bstacle to their on-
waid course. So man, once in the 

worldly currents, is carried resistlessly 
forward. He is the victim of a thou­
sand furies, each stronger than himself. 
He drinks in the spirit of the world, 
partakes of its tendencies, and glories 
in his bondage. While tn its channels, 
th^re is no help for him. The fashion­
ing hand of his bitter foe is upon him, 
and he is carried captive by Satan at 
his wUl. And there is but one hand 
that has strength to rescue him, and 
that is the hand of God, in the person 
of Jesus Christ. The Saviour's prayer 
is answered—"I pray not that thou 
shouldst take them out ofthe world, but 
that thou shouldst keep them from the 
evil." 

4. It furnishes weapons just adapted 
io ihe confiict. " Our weapons are not 
carnal, but mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strongholds, casting 
down imaginations, and every high 
thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedience 
of Christ." The "armor of God" is 
specially intended to overcome, not 
" flesh and blood," but " principalities 
and powers, the rulers of the darkness 
of this world, and spiritual wickedness 
in high places." 

This tendency exists in the church, 
but it is on account of the want of vital 
godliness—of Bible discipline. Pure 
religion is its deadly foe, and the two 
cannot dwell together. The more of 
God "we enjoy, the more thorough will 
be our self-examination, and the more 
energetic our self discipline. So long 
as we follow, implicitly and ftdly, the 
directions of God's word, we are the 
conquerors. 

Gerurol reforms commence with in-
dividual renovation. They are carried 
on by a gradual process of personal 
elevations, and their highest accom­
plishments are but the result of indivi­
dual work. Hence, it is no difference 
how wide-spread any evil tendency 
may be, or how desolating and univer­
sal its ravages may be, or how few 
there are who adopt the unvarnished 
truth " as it is in Jesus" as their de­
liverance and defence, obligaticms, high 
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as heaven and lasting as eternity, rest 
upon every one to stand firmly by 
Bible truth, and to avow his champion­
ship for that "holiness without which 
no man shall see the Lord." 

—St. Charles, HI. 

SANCTIFICATION BY FAITH. 

BY ELIZA RICH. 

Through the instrumentaUty of the 
" Earnest Christian" I was led'to seek 
the blessing of sanctification. Sinful 
ss I am by nature, I obtained it by 
faith through the grace of God. Dear 
reader, are you seeking by faith ? 
Look for it, then, every day, every 
hour, every moment. Why not this 
hour, this moment? Certainly you 
may look for it now, if you believe it 
is by faith. And by this token, as 
Wesley has said, you may surely 
know whether you seek it by faith or 
by works. If by works, you think I 
must do this or that before 1 can be 
sanctified. Then you are seeking it by 
works unto this day. If you seek it 
by faith, you may expect it as you are. 
Then, dear friends, expect it now.— 
There is an inseparable connection be­
tween these three points—expect it by 
faith, expect it as you are, and expect 
it now. To deny one of them is to 
4eny them all. Do you believe we are 
sanctified by faith ? Will y iu be true, 
then, to your principle, and look, for 
this blessing just as you are, neither 
better nor worse, as a poor sinner that 
has nothing to pay, nothing to plead, 
but Christ died ? And if you look for 
it as you are, then expect it now. Do 
not put it ofi" for anything. Why 
should you ? Christ is ready, and he 
is all you want; he is waiting for you; 
he is knocking at the door of your 
heart. Will you not open unto him ? 
Will you not receive him, and let your 
inmost soul cry out— 

Come in, come in, thou heavenly guest, 
Nor hence again remove; 

But Bup witb me, and let the feast 
Be everlaating love. 

MOTIVES TO HOLINESS.—" What an 
assemblage of motives to holiness does 
the Gospel present! I am a Christian 
^-what then ? Why, I am a redeemed 
sinner—a pardoned rebel—all through 
grace, and by the most wonderful 
means which infinite wisdom could 
devise. I am a Christian—what then? 
Why I am a temple of God, and surely 
I ought to be pure and holy. I am a 
Christian—what then 1 1 am a child 
of God, and ought to be filled with 
filial love, reverence, joy and gratitude. 
I am a Christian—what then? Why, 
I am a disciple of Christy and must 
imitate him who was so meek and 
lowly in heart, and pleased not him­
self. I am a Christian—what then ? 
Why, I am an heir of heaven, and 
hastening on to the abodes of the bless­
ed, to join the full choir of glorified 
ones, in singing the song of Moses and 
the Lamb; and surely I ought to leam 
that song on earth."—PAYSON. 

DsFECTrvE PIETY.—It must not be 
assumed that we, in this age, are the 
best Christians that have ever lived, or 
most likely to produce all the fruits of 
piety. An assumption so pleasing to 
our vanity is more easily made than 
verified, but vanity is the weakest as 
it is the cheapest of aU arguments. 
We have some good points, in which 
we compare favorably with other 
Christians, and Christians of other 
times, but our style of piety is sadly 
deficient in many respects, and that to 
such a degree that we have little cause ' 
for selfcongratulation. With an ac­
tivity and boldness of movement, there 
is a certain hardness and rudeness, a 
want of sensibility to things that do 
not lie in action, which cannot be too 
much deplored or too soon rectified. 
We hold a piety of conquest rather 
than of love. A kind of public piety, 
that is strenuous and fiery on great 
occasions, but wants the beauty of 
holiness, wants constancy, singleness 
of aim, loveliness, purity, richness, 
lilamelessness, and ifl may add another 
term not immediately religious, but 
one that carries, Wy association, a 
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thousand religious qualities—wants 
domesticity of character; wants them, 
I mean, not as compared with the per­
fect standard of Chi'ist, but as compar­
ed with other examples of piety that 
have been given in- former times, and 
others that are given now. 

For some reason, we do not make a 
Christian atmosphere about us—do 
not produce the conviction that we are 
living unto God. There is > a marvel­
ous wanit of savor in our piety. It is 
a flower of autumn, colored as highly 
as it need be to the eye, but destitute 
of fragrance. It is too much to hope 
that with such an instrument, we can 
fulfil the true idea of Christian educa­
tion. Any such hope were even pre­
sumptuous. At the same time there 
is no ready way of removing the 
deficiencies just'described, but to recall 
our churches to their duties in domes­
tic life; those humble, daily, hourly 
duties where the spirit we breathe shall 
be a perpetual element of power and 
love, bathing the lips of childhood.^ 
BUSHNELL. 

SMALL SINS.—We have a thousand 
proofs that small sins will lead a man, 
liy insensible degrees, to the commis-
Mon of greater. Nothing is more 
common among us than the custom of 
swearing and giving way to wrath 
without reason; and these are usually 
regarded as offences of an inconsider­
able nature. But there is every reason 
to believe that they who have contracted 
these vicious habits, would be equally 
disposed to perjury and murder, were 
they assaUed by a forcible temptation, 
and unrestrained with the dread of for­
feiting their honor or their life. Ifwe 
judge of a commodity by observing 
a small sartiple, so by Uttle sins, as 
Well as by trivial acts of virtue, we 
may form a judgment of the heart.— 
Hence the widow's two mites appeared 
a considerable oblation in the eyes of 
Christ, who judged by them how rich 
an ofl'ering the same woman would 
have made had she been possessed of 
the means. For the same reason, those 
frequent exclamations, in which the 

name of God is taken in vain, those 
poignant railleries, and those frivolous 
lies which are produced in common 
conversation, discover the true disposi­
tion of those persons who, without in­
sult or temptation, can violate the 
sacred laws of piety and love. The 
same seeds produce more or less perfect 
fruit, according to the sterility or luxu­
riance of the soil in which they are 
sown. Thus the very" same principle 
of malice which leads-a child to tor­
ment an insect, acts more foi-cibly upon 
the heart of a slanderous woman, whose 
highest joy consists in mangling the 
reputation of a neighbor; nor is the 
cruel tyrant actuated by a difi'erent 
principle, who finds a barbarous plea­
sure in persecuting tha righteous and 
shedding the blood of the innocent.— 
FLETCHER. 

PERSECUTION.—^There are several 
degrees of suffering for righteousness; 
there is the scourge of the tongue, the 
ruin-of an estate, the loss of liberty, a 
jail, a gibbet, a stake, a dagger. Now 
answerable to these are the comforts 
of the Holy Ghost prepared, like to 
like, part proportioned to part; only 
the consolations are said to abound. 
2 Cor. 1:5. 

But the lighter the sufferings are, the 
more difficult it is to judge of the com­
forts Of the Spirit of God; for it is 
common for a man to be comfortable 
under sufferings when he suffereth but 
little, and knows also that his enemy 
can touch his flesh, his estate, or the 
like but little. And this may be the 
joy of the flesh, result of reason ; and 
may be very much, if not altogether, 
without a mixture of the joy of the 
Holy Ghost ^herewith. The more 
deep, therefore, and the more dreadful 
the sufferings are, the more clearly are 
seen the comforts of the Spirit. When 
a man has comfort, when the flesh is 
dead, striveth not, and can do nothing; 
when a man can be comfortable at the 
loss of all; when he is under the sen­
tence of death, or at the place of exe­
cution—if yet a man's cause; a man's 
conscience, the promise and the Holy 
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Ghost, have all one comfortable voice, 
and do aU together with their trumpets 
make one sound in the soul, then good 
are the comforts of God and his Spirit. 

There are several degrees of suffer­
ing ; wherefore it is not to be expected 
that he that suffers but little should 
partake of the comforts that are pre­
pared for them that suffer much. He 
that has only the scourge of the 
tongue, knows not what are the com­
forts that are prepared for him that 
meets with the scourge of the whip. 
And how should a man knOw what 
manner of comforts the Holy Ghost 
doth use to give at the jaU and the 
gibbet, when himself for righteousness 
never was there ?—BUNYAN. 

DARE TO DO RIGHT. 

BY U R S H . A . CROUOH. 

No one fears, in this age, that a 
burning, fiery fiirnaee, wUl be heated 
seven times hotter than it is wont to 
be, to devour them, if they do not follow 
the foolish customs of the world, and 
bow the knee to the god which it has 
set up. But while rich and poof, 
young and old, reputed saint and sinner, 
minister and people, bow and worship 
at its shrine, is it not so, that hardly 
.three, comparatively speaking, dare 
stand up and say, " Be it known unto 
thee, that we wUl not serve thy gods, 
nor worship the golden image which 
thou hast set up." 

I thought when I was a chUd, that if 
I had been in that great multitude, 
instead of exposing myself to the wrath 
and cruelty of the wicked king, I would 
have bowed my knee to his idol, but 
in my heart I woold have worshipped 
God. So those teU us who profess to 
keep the commandments of the word, 
that though they bow the knee to the 
god of Fashion, it is because every­
body does so ; indeed ihey do not wor­
ship ; their affections are not there. 

If this had been the policy of the 
three Hebrew children they would 
have escaped the burning fiery fumaoe, 
to be sure, but with the displeasure of 

God, and that idolatrous king would 
never have seen the form of the Fourth 
with them, and beheld his power to 
save, nor would he have witnessed to 
every people, nation, and language 
that there is no god who can deliver 
after this sort. 

Jamestown, N . Y. 

SALVATION FOR SINNERS. 

BY P H I L I P 6 R I M S H A . 

" Be sure your sins wiU find you 
out."—Numbers, 32:23. 

Sinner, has the thought ever occurred 
to you that your sin would find you 
out 1 You will admit that you are a 
sinner, and that you sin from hour to 
hour and from day to' day; now have 
you ever thought of this, that your sins 
•will surely find you out ? God will not 
look upon sin with any degree of allow­
ance. He wUl by no. means clear the 
guilty; he is angry with the wicked 
every day. Sinner, the wrath of God 
abideth on you. 

The wicked shall be tumed into hell, 
says the word of God. Are you not 
afraid ? WUl you not fear him who 
has power to cast into hell ? Oh, sin­
ner, will you not fear him ? 

He that sinneth against God wrong-
eth his own soul, said one of the wisest 
of men. Have you ever thought of this, 
that you are your own enemy ? That 
you were cheating yourself; that you • 
were wronging your own soul ? 

Sinner, tum, why -will you die ? 
God your Maker oaks you why 7 
He who did your being give; 
Died himself that you inight live. 

Brother or sister there is still hope 
in your case. This is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Jesus Christ came into the world to 
save sinners. " Now, dear friend, do 
you want to be saved ? If so, come to 
Jesus just as you are without one plea. 

It is written, " Let the wicked for-. 
sake his ways, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts, and let-him return 
to God and he wiU have mercy upon 
him," and to onr God and he -will 
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abundantly pardon. And again " He 
that cometh unto me I wiU in no -wise 
cast out." 

Oh Sinner, wiU' you not say, and 
say it now, for now is the accepted time, 
you may be too late. 

Just as I am, withoat one plea. 
Oh Lamb of God, I come. 

It is written " there is joy in heaven 
over one sinner that repenteth." Say, 
dear sinner, will you not let there be 
rejoicing-over you? If you are-vveary 
and heavy laden, he wiU give you rest, 
if you will cast all your care upon him. 

There is reat for the weary— 
There is reat for you. 

But remember there is no rest for the 
wicked, saith my God. 

Oh, will you not lay aside every 
weight ? If you are a swearer, stop ! 
swear not at all. 

If you are a drunkard, stop short, 
for no drunkai-d shall inherit the King-
doni of God. 

If you are a Sabbath breaker, cease 
from that, for God has said, remember 
to keep it holy. 

If you use tobacco, throw away that 
box, for you wiU not need that, if you 
get among them that are arrayed in 
white robes. 

If you are a slanderer, stop, for he 
that hideth hatred -with lying Ups, and 
he that uttereth a slander is a fbol. 

In short,' break off aU your sins by 
righteousness, and your iniquities .by 
turning to the Lord. CaU on Him for 
mercy. Plead the merits of Jesus. 
You may be ashamed but you must 
pay the price, you must despise the 
. shame. 

Others may be afraid to take up the 
cross. How strange 1 afraid to take 
up the cross and not afraid to sin bet-
fore the whole Heavenly Host! Tlfe 
fearful and the unbelieving are classed 
-with the worst of sinners. 

Remember, he that confesseth and 
forsaketh shall find mercy. There is >no 
place in heaven for coweirds. Fear 
not them that kUl the body. 

Fear God and do His commandments-
and you wiU enter through the gates 
into the city. If you want the pearl 

8 

of great price, sell out; for he must 
seU aU that he hath to buy that pearl. 

God Help the reader to do his com­
mandments. Amen. 

N . ADAM CLARKE, 

PREACHINa. 

He was a " revivalist," and preach­
ed for immediate results. Alluding 
to one of his sermons at Oldham 
Chapel, Manchester, he says : 

"The congregation was really awfiil. 
Perhaps I never preached as I did this 
morning. 1 had the kingdom of God 
opened to me, and the glory of the 
Lord fiUed the whole place. Toward 
the conclusion the cries were great. It 
was with great difficulty that I could 
get the people persuaded to leave the 
chapel. Though the press was im­
mense, yet scarcely one seemed wiUing 
to go fiway and those who were in dis­
tress were unable to go. Some of the 
preachers went and prayed with them, 
nor rested tUl they were healed. Grod 
has done a mighty work." Again he 
says of a sermon in Bristol:—^I am this 
instant returned from King-street. The 
chapel crowded, crowded ! And God 
in a most especial manner, enabled me 
to deliver such a testimiony, from 1 
Thess. i ; 3, as I think I never before 
delivered. I did feel as in the etemal 
world, having all things beneath me 
with such expansions of mind as the 
pcfwer of God alone could give. I was 
about an hour and a half, and am tom 
up for the day." 

" I would not," he said on another 
occasion, " have missed coming to this 
place for five hundred pounds. I got 
my own soul blessed, and God blessed 
the people. I felt—(stretching out his 
arms and folding them to his breast)— 
I felt that I was drawing the whole con­
gregation to me closer and closer, and 
pulling them away from the world to 
God." He ia known to the Methodiat 
world mostly by his writings, but his 
real greatness was in the pulpit. One 
of his hearers wrote:—In respect to 
the unawakened, it may, indeed, be said, 

I 
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that he obeys that precept,' Cry aloud, 
spare not, lift up thy voice like a trum­
pet.' His words flow spontaneously 
from his heart; his views enlarge as 
he proceeds, and he brings to the mind 
a torrent of things new and old. 
WhUe he is preaching one can seldom 
cast an eye on the audience without 
perceiving a melting unction resting 
trpon them." 

r" ' 'He' effected much by his pastoral 
. labors, and was faithful in the low­

liest of them, visiting, especially 
the poor. " I always," he said, " eat 
with people, either breaking a piece 

' from off a biscuit or cutting a crust 
from a loaf, to show them that I am 
iflisposed to feel at home among them ; 
ifor, even if they are very poor, there 
:are many ways of returning the kind-
-ness without wounding the feelings of 
-the party by whom the hospitable dis­
position is manifested." " So he has 

'-been known," adds his biographer, " to 
eat two or three potatoes in a cottage, 

-ahd give a shilling pleasantly for each 
one of them." 

••f\ He had tact as well as talent, and 
' '^apted himself to the rudest people. 
'In his frequent preaching excursions he 
oelighted to visit the colliers at Kings-
wood, where Whitefield and Wesley 
had proved their apostleship. At one 
of these visits he wrote :—" I took that 
glorious subject, ' How excellent is thy 
loving kindness, OGod?' etc. My own 
soul was greatly watered, and the Lord 
sent a plentiful rain on his inheritance. 
Though the place was thronged, there 
was not a sound in it save that of my 
own voice, till, describing how God 
gave the Water of his pleasure," to be 
fiUed with the very thing which made 
God himself happy, I raised my voice 
and inquired in the name of the living 
God, ' W h o was miserable ? W ho was 
wUling to be saved, to be made happy ? 
Who was athirst? A wretched being, 
who had long hardened his heart by a 
course of uncommon wickedness, roar­
ed out, I am. Lord ! I am, I am ! In 
a moment there was a gener^ commo­
tion. 

I seized the instant, and told them 

to compose themselves and Usten, for 
I had something more to teU them— 
something for ev^ry soul—a great, an 
eternal good. * I am just going to open 
to you another stream of the river of 
his pleasure.' They were immediately 
composed, and in a few moments such 
a flood of tears streamed down all 
cheeks as you have perhaps never seen; 
and all was sUence but the sighings 
which escaped, and the noise made by 
the poor man who was still crying to 
God for mercy. In about half an hour 
we ended one of the most solemn and 

^ blessed meetings 1 ever ministered in. 
You will wish to know what became ot 
the poor man. When he left the chap­
el he set off for the first prayer-meeting 
he could find, thinking God would nev­
er forgive his sins till he had made 
confession, unreservedly, of all his in­
iquities. He began in the simplicity of 
his soul, and, with an agonized heart 
and streaming eyes, made known the 
evils Of his life. They prayed with 
him, and God gradually brought him 
into the Uberty of his chUdren." 

From Liverpool, Clarke was sent, to 
Loudon circuit, and there, during the 

'rage of the controversial storm, labored 
.with signal success. It was a large 
circuit, included much ofthe neighbor­
ing country, and extending from Wool­
wich to Twickenham, from Edmonton 
to Dorking. He preached aliftoat 
daily, and walked more than than Sev­
en thousand miles on his ministerial 
errands, in three years of his appoint­
ment. 

He could not be content without vis-' 
ible fruits of his labors ; and he wit­
nessed them—" such an outpouring of 
the Spirit of God as he had never seen." 
He wrote to a friend:—" Every part 

I* of the city seemed to partake of it. 
The preachings were-well attended, and 
a gracious influence rested on the peo­
ple. After the regular service we had 
a prayer-meeting, in which much good 
was done. The first movement took 
place in our Sunday schools; and in 

I Spitalfields, New Chapel, West street, 
I Snow's fields simultaneously. Several 
I sheets of paper would not suffice to 
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give you even a general idea of what is 
going on. Last night we had our love-
feast. F o r about half an hour the peo­
ple spoke ; when all was ended in 
that way, we exhorted, and we 
prayed with many who were in great 
mental distress. W e remained four 
hours in these exercises. You might 
have seen small parties praying in sep­
arate parts of the chapel a t the same 
time. The mourning was like that of 
Hadad-r immon; every family seemed 
to mourn apart. W e who prayed cir­
culated through the whole chapel, above 
and below, adapting our prayers and 
exhortations to the circumstances of 
the mourners. Many were pardoned ; 
to others strong hope was vouched, 
and then was the advice given by each 
to his neighbor to believe in J e s u s : 
' H e has pardoned me ? Oh, do not 
doubt, seeing he has had mercy upon 
me, the vilest of sinners. '"—Methodist 
N . C. Magazine f o r Ju ly . alanine fo 

T H E G R E A T S U P P E R . 

BY CHARLES WESLEY: 
(As originaUy composed, without abridgement.) 

Come, sinners, to the gospel-feast, 
Let every soul be Jeaua' gueat. 
You need not one be left behind. 
For Gk)d bath bidden all mankind. 

Sent by my Lord, on you I caH, 
The invitation ia to all. 
Come all the world; come, sinner, thou, 
All things ia Christ are ready BOW. 

Jeaaa to you bis fiilness brings, 
A. feast of marrow, and fat things; 
All, all in Christ ia treely given. 
Pardon, and holineaa and heaven. 

Do not begin to make exoose, 
Ab! do not you hia grace refiiee; 
Tour worldly carea and pleaaurea leave, 
And take what Jeaua hath to give. 

Your grounds forsake, your oxen quit, 
Tour every earthly thought forget, 
Seek not tbe comforts of thia life. 
Nor sell your Savioar for a wife. 

" Have me excna'd," why will ye aay I 
'Why will-ye for damnstioo pray 7 
Have you excua'd—fromi joy and peace.' 
Have you excua'd—from happiness ! 

Excna'd from coming to a feaat! 
Excua'd from being Jeans' gueat! 
From knowing now your sina toigiven. 
From toatiog here the joya of heaven! 

Excus'd, olos! why would you be 
From health, and life, and liberty, 
From entering into glorions rest. 
From leaning on your Savioor's breast T 
Yet muat I, Lord, to thee complain. 
The world hath made thy offera vain. 
Too busy, or too happy they. 
They will not. Lord, thy call obey. 

Go, then, my angry Maater aaid, 
Since theae on all my merciea tread, 
Invite the rich and great no more, 
But preach my goapel to the poor. 

Confer uot thnn witb flesh and blood, 
Go quickly forth, invite the crowd, 
Search every lane and every atreet. 
And bring in all the aoula you meet 

Come theo, y« souls, by sin <^prest,. 
Ye restless wanderers after rest, 
Ye poor, an'd maim'd, and halt, and blind. 
In Chriat a hearty welcome find. 

Sinnera my gracioua Lord receives. 
Harlots and publicana, and thieves; 
Drupkarda, and all ye helliah crew, 
I have tt message now to you. 

Come, and partake the gospel-feaat, 
Bo saved from ain, in Jesus reat: 
0 taste the goodness of our God, 
And eat hia fleah and drink his blood. 

'Tis. done: my all redeeming Lord, 
1 have gone forth and preached thy word.. 
Theainpera to thy feaat are come, 
And yet, O Savioar, there ia room. 

Go then'.my Lord again enjoined. 
And other wandering sinners find; 
Go to tbe hedges and highwaya. 
And ofi'er all my pardoning grace. 

The worst unto my supper press, 
Monaters of daring wickedneas, 
TeU them my grace for all is free, 
Tbey cannot be too bad for me. 
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Tell them their sins are all forgiven, 
TeU every creature under heaven, 
I died to aave'them from all ain. 
And force the vagrants to come in. 

Te vagrant souis, on yon I call, 
(O that my voice conld reach you all!) 
Te tdl are freely juatified. 
Ye all may Uve, for Gtod hath died. 

My message aa from God receive, 
' te all may come to Christ and Uve, 
O let his I0V4 your heart constrain, 
Nor suffer him to die in vain. 

His love is mighty to compel. 
His conquering love consent to feel; 
Yield to hia love's resistless power. 
And fight against your God no more. 

See him set forth before your eyea, 
Behold the bleeding aacrifice! 
His offer'dlove make haste t'embrace. 
And flreely now be saved by grace. 

Ye who believe his record true, 
Shall sup -vnth him, and be vrith you t 
Come to the feast; be saved firom sin. 
For Jesua -waits to take yoa in, 

This is the time, no more delay. 
This is the acceptable day. 
Come in tluB moment at hia caQ, 
And Uve for him who died for all. 

A L O N E . 

BY W. L. SMITH. 

All alone! what 1 aU alone ? No ! 
I am very much mistaken. N o ! not 
alone with my soul filled with love and 
gratitude to God for his mercy and 
loving kindness to me up to the pres­
ent time. No! not alone with his pre­
cious word lying close by my side; that 
I have just been so much delighted in 
reading. Alone, " N o ! " not alone 
with so many of the precious songsof 
Zion at my hand, which I often sing 
with my heart filled to overflowing 
with praises to God. Alone ? No! 
not with the Earnest Christian lying 
,on my little cabin table, which only 
yesterday I read through with so much 

pleasure, and which filled my soul with 
love and gratitude, for having con­
tained so very, very many precious 
truths. No! -not alone, with all this 
precious reading matter by my side, 
which freshens in. my memory, my 
duty to God, my brethren and all man­
kind. It also reminds me what the 
blessed Jesus has passed through for 
you, for me and all mankind, that are 
willing to come to a knowledge of the 
truth. No! Never alone witk Jesus 
by my side, and angels hovering all 
around me, singing hallelujah to the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the 
sins of the world. I do feel to-day, 
that .God is doing for me a great work; 
I feel very much like wanting to pro­
claim his precious truths to a lost and 
dying world, and by grace divine, I do 
intend to do so with all my ransomed 
powers the balance of my life; I look 
forward to to-morrow evening prayer 
meeting, where 1 hope by God's help 
to do good and get good. May the 
Lord help me and my brethren to have 
power from his eternal throne above, 
in orde? that sinners by scores may be 
pricked to the very heart, convicted, 
converted, and finally saved through 
the blood of the Lamb. F»oni your 
Bro. in Christ, a soldier in the army of 
his country and of the Lord. 

To THE CARELESS.—Come ye Chris­
tians of a lukewarm Laodicean spirit, 
ye Gallios in-religion, who care a lit­
tle, but not enough for the' things of 
God ;T0 think, think with yourselves, 
how deplorable it wiU be to lose the 
enjoyments of heaven, and run into 
endless torments, merely because you 
will be content to be almost, and wUl 
not strive to be altogether Christians. 
Consider, I beseech you, consider how 
you wUl rave and curse that fatal stu­
pidity which made you believe any­
thing less than true faith in Jesus, 
productive of a life of true piety, self-
denial, and mortification, can keep you 
from eternal torments.—WHITEFIELD. 

_Good understanding giveth favour :-
but the way of the transgressor is hard.-
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EELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE. 

BY MISS ASENATH (FARSIS. 

At the age of fourteen, under the 
labors of Rev. E. Owen, my mind 
became deeply awakened, and yielding 
to the Spirit's strivings, I knelt, a 
weeping penitent at the altar of prayer. 
From early _ childhood, I had been 
taught, to think of God as a being of 
infinite goodness, and when the Spirit 
pressed home to my heart the claims 
of a broken law, and I saw myself 
alienated, my entire being at enmity 
with God, I became alarmed and 
sought a reconciliation. For several 
days my mind was in great trouble, 
and each night I bowed with others at 
the altar for prayer. I listened earnest­
ly to the prayers offered in our behalf, 
and was urged to believe, but found 
no relief. During the last season of 
prayer, the thought came to my mind, 
Jesus died for <aU—why not praise 
him; and while contemplating the 
dying love of Christ, my heart melted, 
and a feeling of sympathy and love 
seemed to fill my soul. When oppor­
tunity was given, I arose and said, I 
felt better, but was not satisfied, and 
was told by those who had been long 
in the way, that the change in my feel­
ings was a change of heart—that I 
needed only to believe, and God would 
bless me more and more. The next 
Sabbath I united with the M. E, 
Church, and for several years thought 
myself a pretty good Christian. I 
could not attend parties Of pleasure, or 
engage in worldly amusements as 
many professed Christians did, and 
was much plainer in my apparel, than 
some who had, professedly, been walk­
ing in the light for years. I tried to 
he faithful in outward duties, always 
at class and prayer meeting, and al­
though my testimony consisted mostly, 
in expressing good ^desires and good 
resolutions, hopes and fears, broken 
vows, crosses unborne, with a fixed 
'Purpose to prove faithful to the end; 
yet measuring myself by others who 
were in the church without even the 

form, I imagined myself a true chUd 
of God. 

Oh! the deceitfulness of the human 
heart. Ye watchmen standing on the 
waUs of Zion, cry aloud, lift up your 
voice and sound fhe alarm. Be not 
deceived, sound it in the ears of every 
formalist. " The heart is deceitful 
above all things, who can know it." 
- I wondered at the peculiar Ufe of 
faith I was caUed to lead; holding fast 
my profession, without the witness of 
the Spirit that I was saved, and I codi-
forted myself with the thought that 
perhaps the trial of my faith is more 
precious, and I can glorify God more 
by thus living a life of faith, than by 
having the real experience. Oh, how 
many ways has Satan to ward off con­
viction ! 

I do not rnmember of bearing the 
doctrine of holiness preached as a sep­
arate blessing, untU three years after, 
when Rev. J . A. Wood was sent to 
labor among us. He preached Chris­
tian perfection as the privilege and 
duty of every chUd of God to enjoy. 
As I listened to the word preached in 
its purity, the Spirit of God strove 
with me. I saw it was my privilege 
to be cleansed, and I commenced seek­
ing in good earnest for full redemption. 
As the light shone on my heart, the 
sandy foundation began to tremble. I 
was told not to throw away my confi­
dence, that the greater light always 
swallowed up the lesser, and it was a 
common trick of the enemy, when 
souls were seeking purity, to get them 
to cast away their confidence. For 
several weeks my mind was in great 
darkness. At last I settled the point, 
I'll have it, or I'll die, and consecrating 
myself up to all the light I had, I cried 
with Jacob, " I wUl not let thee go, 
except thou bless me." For two hours 
I wrestled, and then deliverance came. 
I was saved with a witness. The 
Spirit answered to the blood, and for 
the first time in my life I felt I was in­
deed a new creature. The love, joy, and 
peace which filled my soul, was so un­
like anything I had ever felt before, 
that I seemed Uke one translated from a 
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land of shades, into the clearest sun­
light, 

" I then rode on tbe aky. 
Freely juatified 1." 

For several weeks I walked in the 
pure, unclouded sunlight of God's 
presence, and then, through neglect of 
duty, I fell under condemnation. Like 
Bunyan's Pilgrim, 1 slept, and when 
I awoke my roll was gone. After 
a long and severe struggle, God in 
great mercy returned to my soul,gave 
me back my peace, and bade me " sin 
no more." Then my mind was at 
rest. Oh, how carefully I watched, lest 
the precious light should again go out. 
For several months my happy, peaceful 
soul, rested in the arms of Jesus. I 
would love to linger, and recount the 
joys and blessings of those tew short 
months; but memory brings to my 
mind a darker page. As I walked in 
the light, God let it shine more and 
more clearly on my heart, and showed 
me a very narrow path. 1 saw if I 
followed my convictions, it would 
make me unlike the world in every 
respect, unlike the mass of professing 
Christians, and oh, how my nature 
shrank from such a life of singularity 
and reproach. I knew the command 
had gone forth, " come out from among 
them, and be ye separate." I looked 
at others professing holiness, and then, 
" to the law, and to the testimony," 
and wondered if the Bible really meant 
just as it read. I reasoned: thought 
perhaps after all God did not require 
us to be so strenuous in Uttle things, 
wondered if it was not all of the enemy, 
and while I hesitated, reasoning thus, 
the tender Spirit was grieved, and ere 
I was aware of it, I found myself like 
the blind man groping for the wall. 
My light had gone out in darkness. I 
fully realized then the meaning of those 
words; " I f the Ught that is in-thee 
become darkness, how greai is thai 
darkness." A long, dreay night of 
gloom and despondency ensued. I did 
not see then that the cause of my dark­
ness was because 1 had rebelled against 
the light, and was refusing to walk in 
the light God had marked out for me. I 

When the Ught shone in that direction, 
I thought it all temptation, and sup­
posed 1 had lost the blessing by un-
watchfulness. I will not attempt to 
describe the anguish of spirit, the agony 
of soul I suffered, while wandering in 
the wilderness. 
"Only Adam eould teU, on the day tbat he fell, 
And waa turned out of Eden Uke me." 

The black wings of despair, fluttered 
over my pathway ,and seemed to threaten 
me, with endless, impenetrable gloom. 
1 thought ofthe " peaceful hours I once, 
enjoyed," but the remembrance of them 
was bitter to my taste". Sometimes 
while kneeling before the Lord, and 
praying friends were taking hold of 
the throne in my behalf; the agony of 
my soul was intense. I seemed to 
hear tbe wailings of the lost, and in 
imagination saw myself already sinking 
into the deep, dark caverns below. 
Again and again I was urged to believe, 
and not grieve God longer by my 
cursed unbelief; the more I tried, the 
darker my mind grew. I thought if 
there was no hereafter, and I could 
sink into oblivion, I would drown my 
misery, by drinking the cup of earthly 
happiness. Many times after retiring 
to rest, too trouliled to sleep, I would 
spend the night in pleading with God, 
or in brooding over my lost condition. 
Skeptical thoughts arose in my mipd. 
I thought, if there is a God, why are 
not my prayers answered. I tried to 
belieVe in fore-ordination, and thought 
even that would be a relief, to 
feel if I was lost, it was so ordained 
from the first, and no power of my own 
could help it. Many were the artful, 
seductive reasonings of the enemy, and 
many, very many were the lone heart-
struggles 1 had, when no eye but the 
eye of Jesus was near. 

But why do 1 linger here, and weep 
over past sorrows ? There is no night 
but ends in morning. The darkest 
cloud is but a harbinger of refreshing 
showers; and so it was in my case. 
Gradually the darkness wore away, I 
rested in hope, but 1 did not regain my 
former enjoyment. Sometimes I felt 
blessed and happy, and thought I en-
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joyed some religion, but whenever I 
got into a place where the Spirit of 
God was poured out, the same darkness 
would come over my mind, and. after a 
severe struggle, I would seem to get a 
little light. For several years I lived 
in this way, thinking what I needed to 
fiU the aching void within, was purity. 
In February, 1863, I attended meet­
ings held by Rev. B. T. Roberts, and 
as usual, when invitation was given 
for those desiring purity to come to the 
altar, I was among the number. Again 
my mind was brought into deep dis­
tress, and I trembled, leSt the same 
darkness should again settle down over 
mysoul. But just when it seemed to 
me, the last ray of hope was going out 
in despair, and I was sinking below the 
reach of help, the great arm of Jeho­
vah was placed underneath my soul 
and I seemed, literally, to be Ufted up, 
out of a deep pit, into the warm, pierc­
ing rays of the sun of righteousness. 
Oh, what a change! my mourning was 
turned into joy, and the glory of God 
ravished my soul. Before I arose from 
my knees, the Spirit whispered to my 
heart, this is the joy of justifying 
grace, but so fearful was I of grieving 
the Spirit by casting away my confi­
dence, and thinking it only a tempta­
tion, I resisted the thought and with a 
sincere heart, told how God had heard 
my prayer, and blessed me with the 
joys of full salvation. The next day 
I united with the Free" Methodist 
Cbureh, and as I listened to the plain, 
pointed preaching of our fiastor. Rev. 
D. M. Sinclair, tbe very depths of my 
soul Were moved, and I prayed God to 
perfect that which was lacking in my 
heart. Sin was so completely subdued 
that for several weeks, 1 did not detect 
the rising of the carnal mind, and when 
a short time after, these " roots of bit­
terness" springing up, troubled me, I 
called them temptation. As I held my 
heart open to the light, 1 soon saw that 
what 1 called holiness, was where the 
Bible placed every newly converted 
soul, that though I had perfect victory 
over sin, what I called temptation, was 
no less than the old man of sin, strug­

gling for the mastery. Then I began 
to pray "create in me a clean heart, 
oh God." I saw that self must be cru­
cified, the old nature thoroughly purg­
ed out, a perfect death to sin be expe­
rienced beforei could be resurrected 
to this newness of life. I prayed God. 
to " turn every idol from my heart," i 
1 saw associations must be given up^^ 
every earthly tie severed. I tried to be-..;. 
lieve, but-it was like taking a leap in the.,, 
dark. The offering was not perfect, j 
Oh, how self pleaded for some place in 
the heart's aflections ! How lonely I 
felt, as one idol after another was re­
linquished, and I saw myself, stripped 
of every earthly friend; bearing the 
rugged cross, fighting my way through 
this howling wilderness, alone with., 
Jesns. But when the last point wa%5 
yielded, how quickly faith sprung u p . 
in my heart! W ithout any effort on 
my part to believe, ere I was aware, 
of it, I felt the warming, purifying,;; 
breath of the Holy Ghost, go alli; 
through my soul. Not so much joy i^ , 
at justification, but a deep consciousness,; 
all throbgh my entire being, that the,, 
work was done. I was emptied of sel^ 
and the Holy Trinity, took possession 
of my heart. I saw myself, no longer 
a poor, friendless wanderer, but felt, I. 
was come to "an innumerable comps^ 
ny of angels" and to the church of 
the first-born. Bless the Lord, Oh 
my soul! For four months, I have 
been dwelling in the land of Canaan, 
and it is an " exceeding good land." 
My father owns the cattle upon a thou­
sand hills, and I am heir to the whole 
inheritance. He feeds me with the 
" finest of the wheat, and honey out of 
the rock." What shall I render unto 
the Lord, for all his benefits ? " I wiU 
take the cup of salvation, and caU upon 
the name of the Lord." 

Binghamton, N . Y. 

PRAYER is the peace of our spirit,-
the stillness of our thoughts, the 
evenness of our recollection, the seat 
of meditation, the rest of our care, 
and the calm of our tempest. 
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H O W JUSTIFIED. 

BY JACOB F . RHODES. 

Iwas born of a pious mother whose 
husband was very strenuous in his op­
position to the religion of the cross. 
Hence, I was not permitted to hear the 
preached word, or to attend the sab­
bath school until the age of eighteen, 
at which time I left the parental roof. 
I attended a series of meetings which 
were held near us, by the M. E. Chureh, 
and through the instrjimentality of my 
eldest brother, whose importunity was 
like the case mentioned in the Scrip­
tures, I was led to the foot of the cross. 
I sought and found the forgiveness of 
my sins, which I felt were crushing me 
to the lowest hell. But, glory be to 
God! after five days of sorrowing tears 
and prayers, I felt that my sins were 
separated as far from me as the east is 
from the west. The change in my feel­
ings and affections were as clear and 
perceptible as it would be to a person 
taken from a room in which there was 
not the least ray of light, and placed 
in an adjoining one filled with the rays 
of a bright summer's sun at noon-day. 
For the space of six weeks, I could say, 

Not a cloud doth oriae, to darken my ^ea. 
Or hide for one moment, my Lord from my 

eyea. 
During those six weejjs in whieh meet­
ings were held, in the months of Janu­
ary and February, the mud was not 
deep enough, or the weather cold 
enough, nor did the rain faU fast 
enough to keep me from the church. 

Jeaua aU tbe day long, 
'Was my joy and my song. 

In vain would I search the English 
language, to find words that would give 
expression to my happiness. Suffice it 
to say, my capacity for joy was fiill to 
over flowing. I can hardly reflect on 
what the blessed Saviour did for my 
poor soul at that time, without giving 
audible expressions of love and grati­
tude to him who doeth all things well. 
Praise his name: Oh, my soul. From 
that time to the present, my experi­
ence has been varied, yet I can say 

truly and thankfully, I have been grow­
ing up into Christ, my living head, in 
all things. My feet are on the rock, 
my faith and confidence in God are-
strong, knowing that He careth for 
me. As I read his blessed word, I 
claim each promise as mine, feeling 
that Jesus sweetly saves and helps me. 

Now, from my experience, 1 draw 
some conclusions which I think are in 
accordance withthe Scriptures. First, 
no person receives the evidence of a 
heart regenerated, until he first makes 
a perfect and complete consecration of 
his little all to the Most High God.' 
He must feel, 

Jeans I my croaa liave taken, 
AU to leave and foUow thee. 

Again, when this entire consecration 
is made through the exercise of a lively 
faith, we receive the pardon of all our 
sins,—^not one being left on the record 
to mar our peace. Now it is that we 
reckon ourselves as being dead indeed 
unto the worid,—yea, as stewards of 
the Almighty, having no other object 
in life than the glory of God, and'the 
good of souls. 

Again, if we take back any part 
of the consecration, however smaU, 
whether it be our time, talents, ener­
gies or anything else, thus calling into 
action oilr former disposition or will; 
we immediately fall under condemna­
tion and lose our justification which 
we must seek again by repentance and 
faith, or we are lost forever. I once 
heard from the lips of a Rev. teacher 
in Israel, that at the the time of his 
conversion, he did not make a full con­
secration to God, but kept back a part. 
We do not read that God will accept a 
divided heart. We must leave aU. 
Christ has said "let the dead bury the 
dead." He meant to teach the doctrine 
that when Hecalls, nothing, however im­
portant in our eyes it may be, must 
stand between us and His oommands. 

Again, a person cannot yield to pas­
sion, appetite, desire, etc., and yet be 
saved, for when we yield to any of 
these, we are brought into condemna­
tion. The great Apostle says: " There 
is, therefore now, no condemnation to 
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them that are in Christ Jesus." Taking 
my own experience with the teaching 
of the Bi.ble, I must come to the coli-
clnsion that any one yielding to such 
passions, has either never been con­
verted, or has fearfuUy backsUdden 
from God. Both are lost conditions. 
And when I hear \aymen and even 
ministers of the gospel teaching that 
a Christian may yield to such passions 
as pride, anger, self-will and others of 
the same nature without being brought 
into condemnation, it is evident to my 
mind that they are alike ignorant of 
the teaching of HOLY W R I T on this 
point, and also, of Christian experience. 

EXPERIENCE. 

BY MARY A. GITCHELL. 

It was on the evening of the 20th of 
April, 1844, after an earnest struggle 
of some two weeks, that I obtained the 
-witness that my sins were pardoned, 
and that I was freely justified by grace 
through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus. My evidence of pardon 
was clear and distinct. It was received 
by faith alone in the atoning merits of 
Christ. So well satisfied was I, that I 
was regenerated and adopted into the 
fiiraily of God, that I never have 
dohbted it from that time to this. Still 
I was not satisfied; I found in seech­
ing the word of God, that it was 
his will, even my sanctification; I read 
that " without holiness no man shall see 
the Lord." I also saw plainly, that it 
was not only my privUege as a Christ­
ian, but that it was a command, "Thou 
shalt love the X.ord thy God with all 
thy heart," " Be ye holy for I am 
holy." " Be ye therefore perfect, even 
as your Father in heaven is perfect." 
I struggled on, trying to walk in the 
light, striving-from day to day to give 
more light, until January 6th, 1863, 
whUe in a little prayer meeting at -my 
own house, stiU waiting and earnestly 
pleading for the promise of the Father, 
the blessing came—the blessing of per­
fect love. It was in the still small 
voice, and aU was peace and joy in the 

Holy Ghost. I was emptied, cleansed, 
filled with all the fullness of grace. I 
had a desire to depart and be with 
Christ. Brother Comstock was our 
preacher, he believed in fuU salvation, 
enjoyed it, preached it to the church. 
My peace for months was like a river. 
My confidence was strong then. I had 
temptations, but the grace of God was 
sufficient. How sweetly Jesus saved 
me all the time. I wanted every body 
converted and sanctified. I give glory 
to Jesus for what my soul has felt, and 
my eyes have seen;'bless the Lord. I 
still love the narrow way; I am satis­
fied in Jesus; He tleanses and keeps 
me from moment to moment by faith. 
The Lord has blessed me greatly; I 
find quite a number panting for inward 
purity,—they need the light. O that 
the ministry and the church inight en­
joy this sanctifying power! I carried 
this new heart with me to the sanctu­
ary. O how changed! The doubts were 
all gone; I- had chUd-like faith in God, 
and love to aU the World. My wUl 
seemed to whisper in gentle tones, 
" Thine be done," and my heart pul­
sated with new life. Satan said, I had 
betternot say anything about this work, 
until I was filled with that unutterable 
joy which is the portion of God's ac­
cepted. There was no audible praise, 
but that heavenly peace, a serenity of 
mind pervaded my whole soul, such as 
I had never experienced before. I felt 
my weakness and utter inability to 
cope with the eneiny, and looking to 
God, he answered:—" With the heart 
man believeth unto righteousness, and 
with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation." " Thy strength is as thy 
day." It was enough. When the hour 
for confession came, I laid my new-
made vow before God's people. A 
year the -eth of Jan. last, has passed, 
and the fire bums yet! Blessed be 
God, who giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Since that time the Lord has given 
me a steady victory over sins which 
before enslaved me. 1 delight in the 
Lord and in his word. I am a babe 
in Christ. I know my attainments are 

file:///aymen


126 THE EARNEST OHRISTLAH AKD OOLDEN Bin.K. 

small, compared with those made by 
many. Myfeelingsvary,l>utwhenl have 
joyous feelings, I praise God and trust 
in his word; and when I am empty, I 
do the same. I have covenanted to 
walk by faith and not'by feeling. 

REV. R. M. M'CHEYNE. 

THE Rev. Robert Murray M'Cheyne 
was a young preacher of the Scotch 
National Church, who, after a period 
of nine years of unceasing, earnest, 
happy labor, was called away to his 
crown when just thirty years old. He 
was laid, amid wesping thousands, in a 
new tomb opened for him under the 
shadow of his own church—venerable 
St. Peter's, of Dundee; and ever since 
his memoir, penned by the hand of a lov-
]i&-.§Tend, has been before the Christ­
ian public, Robert Murray M'Cheyne 
has been regarded as a model minister 
of Christ He used to sign his letters 
—written in a neat, round, fair hand, 
real •' spiritual love notes," as they 

^have been termed—" Ever yours till 
glory." 

M'Cheyne's life was a perpetual in­
spiration ; and his piety was eminent­
ly hearty and cheerful. He dwelt, 
during the nine months of his earthly 
ministry, far away from the damps 
that arise about Doubting Castle, and 
hard by the Beulah where the sunlight 
ever falls. His biography has a rare 
power to sober us when tempted to 
levity, and to cheer us when tempted 
to despondency. To pray and to search 
the word of God—to carry the hidden 
fire from house to house—to prepare 
the beaten oil for the sanctuary—to 
plead with dying men, and to allure to 
brighter worlds by the joyous tread of 
his own heavenward march—these 
formed the varied but yet unchanging 
employment of his fervid spirit. L'>ve 
of Jesus was his master passion. His 
Saviour's work was his work; he was 
continually about it. " This one thing" 
he did. He never wearied and never 
rested. Every day he gave to Christ. 

Dr. Hamilton says he used to seal 
his letters with a sun going down be­

hind the mountains, and the motto 
over it. The night cometh. For souls 
he watched as the fisherman's wife 
trims her lamp in the window and 
watches for the storm-tossed and be­
lated ones in the offing. He hoisted 
the light of calvary ; and it was his 
life's joy to welcome the returning 
wanderers into the " covert from the 
tempest." 

In prayer he must have been a 
mighty and prevailing wrestler. In-, 
stead of a penan6e it was a delight. 
He gave himself to prayer; and the 
secret of that blooming, vigorous piety 
whose leaf never withered, is to be 
found in the perpetual baptisms which 
hia soul received at tho mercy^seat. 
He prayed before he sat down to his 
studies, before he went out to visit the 
sick, before he entered his pulpit. He 
rose from his bed to plead for his peo­
ple. He had a " scheme of prayer " 
and marked the names of missionaries 
on the map, that he might pray for 
them in course and by name! His 
Bible he read with the eager avidity 
of one who is delving in a gold mine 
•with the shining ore laid bare at every 
stroke of the mattock. " When you 
write," said he to a friend, " tell me 
the meaning of Scriptures. One gem 
from that ocean is worth all the peb­
bles of earthly streams." • 

Those who often heard him preach 
say that his sermons were artless 
" spillings of the heart." He over­
flowed into his discourses. Once when 
a brother minister told him that he had. 
been preaching from that fearful pas­
sage, " The wicked .shall be turned 
into hell," he inquired with some 
emotion, " Were you able to preach it 
with tenderness?" His few printed 
sermons are models of affectionate 
entreaty. 

W E have always some new lessons 
to learn, some new duty to perform, 
some new snare to avoid. 

WHAT we are afraid to do before 
men, we should be afraid to think be­
fore God. 
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THE EAMEST CHRISTIAN 

AND GOLDEN ETJLE. 

B U F F A L O , A P R I L , 1864 . < 

THE SABBATH. 

-̂ ê feel a aincere respect for those who, 
from convictions of conscience, adopt a course 
of Ufe that brings upon them the reproach of 
the so-called Chriatian world. I t is so 
common to go with tbe current that we have 
a feeUng of almost reverence for those who 
have the courage io strike out for themselves, 
even if they ahould, in aome re8pect8,go wrong. 
•We always treat them with great tenderness. 

There is a class of ChristianB in.our country 
who observe, as the Sabbath, the seventh day 
of the week. Their number is not larger 
this does not prove tbem wrong. So far as 
we have been acquainted with them, they are 
pioua, devoted and iutelUgent. Their sincerity 
cannot be questioned; for the sacrifices neces­
sarily consequent upon their observance, aa 
•acred, of a day different from tbat whoae 
observance ia legaUy enjoined, atteat their 
honesty. Tbey are tenacioue of their opiniona, 
aa honeat men alwaya are. Letters, papers, 
and books have been sent to oa from time to 
tiine by aome of these frienda. We appreciate 
their kindnesa, and have examined their ar­
guments OS we, have bad time, bnt still we 
remain unconvinced that their views are cor­
rect. 

A sister writes ns " Can the first day of the 
week and the seventh day both be the Sabbath 
ofthe Lord our God 7 If not, and the first 
day is the Sabbath where can we find in God's 
word a passage showing when it waa changed ? 
And if the aeventh is tbe Sabbath atill, what 
are we all about in keeping the first day 1 
The queatioH arisea in my mind as one of 
importance. Please, Brother Eoberts, onswer 
through the Eameat Chiistian. 

We do not propoae at present to go into a 
critical discussion of this question. Let na 
take a practical view of this paatter. The law 
of the Sabbath, originally given in Paradise, 
was re-enacted upon Mt. Sinai, in Arabia, in 
longitude about 35'' east from Greenivicb. 
Suppose that two missionaries start from that 
place for the conversion of tbe world One 
of them holds to the observance of the seventh 

day as the Sabbath, the other of the first 
One ot tbem travels east, tbe other sails west. 
They both keep an accurate note of the lapae 
of time, and at length meet on the weatem 
shore of our continent, aay ia longitude 
125° west from Greenwich. The one who 
went east baa gained foar minutea of time for 
every degree he traveled in that direction. 
The other haa lost four minutes for every de­
gree. They are each as tenacious of their 
opinions aa ever. But the day that one ralla 
the .first day, the other calla tbe aeventh day! 
They are keeping tbe aame identical time for 
the Sabbath; but one calla it Saturday and 
the other calls it Sunday. In theory they are 
aa wide apart as ever—but practically they are 
agreed in keeping the some hour as holy. 
Tbey are both correct in their reckoning of 
time. Thua we see that " both the first daj^ 
of the week and the aeventh may be the Sab­
bath." The same co-incideuce would occni 
if we were to send miasionariea of different , 
views on tbis point, by opposite rootes to China. 
'When they met they would find themaelves 
together in all but the name. God boa not 
told 08 whether we should reckon time from 
the East or 'West. We have no revelation on 
this point It is therefore not essential for the 
due observance of the Sabbath. We started this 
queatien once to an intelligeiit Jew. He said 
their wise meifhad aetUed it in this way. It 
there was a doubt as to what day should b« 
obaerved.forany of their festivals, the elden 
fixed upon aome probable day, and then count­
ed from that He agreed with ua that in 
observing tbe Sabbath the main thing waa to 
set apart and keep, as-holy time, every seventh 
day. 

We are faat becoming a nation of Sabbath 
breakers. An attempt to secure the observ­
ance of the aeventh day of the week in a com­
munity where the firat ia obaerved, generally 
resulta in the disregard of the Sabbath alto­
gether. IH one part of the town where we 
paased our lioyhood waa a aettleinent of " sev­
enth Jay Baptiats." They were a pious peo­
ple, but their young people learned from them 
to disregard Sunday, and from their aasociateg 
in the town to disregard Saturday; and the 
result ia, no day of the week is observed as a 
Sabbath should be. The church has gone 
down, and Sunday is a day for visiting and 
recreation. Let us walk by the same rule—let 
us mind the same things. 
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FOLLOW ON. 

I T is not a b r i^ t sun-shiny day tiiat makes 
summer. 'We have- one occaaionally in the 
•winter. But it ia ann-ahine following snn-ahinei 
a Buccession of warm days, each one following 
up the advuitage gained on the previoua one, 
that clothes the fields with verdure, the woods 
with foliage, and makes the earth bring forth 
her precious fruits for man and beast So it 
is not" getting blessed " alone, though it be to 
an ovenvhelming degree, that makea one a 
saint We believe in the baptiam.of the Holy 
Gfaost; and we love fo see sonls fitted witb 
holy joy:—^buttbia is nqt all there is of relig­
ion. This is merely the season for eating and 
drinking,—the time to renew the strength. 
There is work to be done, croesea to be bome, 
triala to be endured. If in your hour of -eon-
flet yoa fiunt, wbat good does yonr blessing do 
yon ? If, when you are tempted, you arepeev-
iah and hateful, or sullen and deapondent, 
making every one unhappy around you: if you 
are close and hard-hearted, and pesnrions; if 
you do not keep your word, nor pay yonr 
debts, whatever manifestation of God's love 
has been made to your soul, it is certain that 
you have " received the grace of God in vain." 
If yon have had a genuine religioua experi­
ence, deep conviction and a thorough conver­
sion, thank God for i t Now, iĵ  you would 
become a saint and gain heaven, fallow on to 
know the Lord. Build, by holy living, upon 
this good foundation a saperstracture that will 
stand the fires ofthe last day. Let your 
worda and actaons be such aa wUl meet the 
approval of God and of good men. Never is a 
soul so filled with transports of joy, that the 
necessity of subsequently watching and fight­
ing and praying is superseded. Life is a 
battle-field, and he will wear to all etemity a 
conqueror's crown, who is faithfiil unto death, 
and not hi who gains a victory and then 
throws away his arms. It was after Peter 
had been with tiie Master in the mount that 
he so shamefhliy denied liim. Noah had 
preached righteousness for one hundred and 
twenty years, and had been honored by God 
aliove all men living wben he became intoxi­
cated. You can never get religion enough to­
day to answer the demands of to-morrow. 
Gird on your armor for a life-long conflict. 
Be thorouglily consistent. Grow np into 
Christ your living Head in all things. 

THE GOOD PHYSICIAN. 

We do'notobject to any one's taking medi­
cine if they think proper. But does not tha 
Bible plainly teach that Jesus has power to 
heal the body as well,as the soul 1 He did it 
when on earth in person. He does it now if 
human testimony ia to be credited. Can any 
harm result from occasionally giving auch tes­
timony in marked cases 1 W i think not, else 
they would not have been so fiilly recorded in 
the New Testament The end of our faith ia 
the salvation of the sonl. Tbis ia of the great 
est consequence. But the weU-being ofthe 
body is of some importance. It has much to 
do-with our nsefnlness in tbe world. If yon 
would have the Lord interffere for ttie relief 
of your body, you must see tbat you are aaved 
from sin, that your eye is single. The follow­
ing testimony waa sent ua by a reliable sister, 
and we tmst its publication will do good: 

MANCHESTER, N . T . 
DEAR BBO. EOBERTS:—I feel a desire to 

give in my testimony in favor of the wonderfiil 
manifestations of the Holy Spirit God has 
been blessing ma in a wonderfiU manner for 
some time. I daily asked the Lord to show 
me His vrill concerning me. I had learned to 
look to Him .for direction in all things. I read 
in his word how He healed the sick; and that 
"'Whatsoever ye ask in faith, believing, it 
shall be done.'' I felt asaured tbat He could 
do all things. I had been afflicted for about 
two years with a disease cailed neuralgia. I 
could find no relief, not. for a moment. It 
lasted about a day andanigbt. Iwaaso weak 
after the pain ceased, that I could not go 
about for a day or two. This did not come 
on oftener than once in three or four months 
at firat, but grew more frequant till it came 
once in sbe weeks; The doctors had told ma 
that fiiey could not ease tbe pain at the time, 
but would have to give some medicine thai 
would act npon my system, which would toke 
about a month. In a few days it came on 
again. I went to the doctor and he cave me 
some medicine. Just as he tomed away 
something aaid to me there is a greater Pbym-
cian than Dr. S. that can core all diseases. I 
thought sorely there is. I went home, toot 
tbe medicine, but felt tbe pain as severe as 
ever. On tbe third day, as I was recovering, 
while lying on my bed, I threw myself upon 
the Lord; told him to do with me as he saw 
fit. I could do nothing of myself and if he 
still afflicted me I would try to bear it patient­
ly. I felt that i could not bear it long before it 
would wear me out I thought Jesus knows 
all my wants, and if he pleased he could im-
presa my mind with something that I could 
take or do that would effect a cure. I left it 
all to bim. I felt that he waa present witb me 
and that I waa talking with him. I told him 
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that if he did not see fit to heal me, I never 
would complain, I would believe that it waa 
for my good. I soon got better, and went 
about my buaineas as uaoal. About two or 
three weeks after, "the thought came to my 
mind that I had not bad given me any impres­
sion what to do, and that it was hia will that 
I shonld StiU suffer. Just then the words 
aeemed spoken to me, " Yoa will never have 
the neuralgia any more; your faith hath made 
you whole." I did not ttiink at first that I 
was he^ed, but it aeemed like o atrange 
thought Many promisea of tbe Lord preaent-
ed themselvea before me; I saw pbiinly that it 
was not imposaible. Theu these same words 
were spoken again. Then I more than half 
believed. I remembered that we are tdd that 
whatsoever we ask in faith, believing, it shall 
be granted; and that he did heal in that man­
ner when he was here on the earth-, and what 
he once did, he could do again. The same 
words were spoken to me again, " You vvill 
never have the neuralgia any more, your faith 
hath made yoa whole." Then I did believe. I 
was made very happy. I thanked and praised 
hia Holy Name, and felt sure that my suffering 
in that way was over. It is now sis years 
last September and I can say to-day that I 
have never felt a particle of that disease, iior 
any other that I ever had before, and I never 
had enjoyed good health. I believe I was made 
whole. My health never was so good in my 
Kfe. It is seldom that I ever feel any pain. I 
am now fifty-two years old, can perform more 
labor, with greater ease, than I ever could be­
fore in my life. I never take any medicine, 
Bor need to. O, what a privilege we have. 
No matter if we are poor, we can call npon 
lie best Physician—one tbat can cure all 
diseases and at any time or in any place; and 
without money and without price. 

M R S . BETSEY LATHBHRY. 

CUBED OF THE USE OP TOBACCO. 

A brothenwho ia well kSiwn, and who ia 
perfectly reUable, writea na aa foUowa: 

Two years ago lost March I experienced 
the real religion of the Bible. I praise the 
Lord that He gave me a Bible experience in 
the outset Aa soon oa I got into Ciirist I waa 
" a new creature." Old things passed away, 
and aU tliinga became new. I was abont forty 
yeara old when I experienced reUgion. Ihad 
naed tobacco very excesaively ever aince I 
waa quite a yonng boy. Perhapa no one man 
in town used as much as I did. I both chewed 
and smoked, and I loved, it I wUl not undei> 
take to say how weU. I had no idea that any 
thing could ever happen to me that would 
make me hate it; but, praise the Lord! it ia 
so. The things that I once loved I now hate 
—tobacco with the reat Aboat six or eight 

montha after I experienced this real religion 
(that I enjoy aU throogh my soul yet, praiae 
the Lord forever!) from reading the Bible, 
and the operation of the Spirit on my heart, L 
waa convicted that it was wrong to use tobac-' 
CO; and not only -wrong, bat a nasty, dirty, 
filthy, loaferish habit; and not only ao, but it 
waa a great idol, and we are commanded to-
cleanse ourselvea from aU our idols, and from 
all filthiness of tbe flesh and spirit, and to 
perfect holiness in the fear of God. (2 Corin­
thians vii, 1). This I have done, and all will 
have to do it if tbey ever get to heaven.— 
There is but one way to heaven, and the Bibl& 
describes that route. AU must go that way 
or not at aU: and aU that have a Bible expe­
rience love the Bible route. None go tliis way 
unless they love it. There are no drafted 
soldiers in this war-;-aU are volunteers. Now, 
I know by my own experience and tbe good­
ness of the Lord, that he never convicta a 
person for any thing, but that he proposes to-
give him a complete victory. At the time I 
became satisfied that it was the wiU of my-
Pather that I should quit the use of tobacco-
(especiaUy chewiQg), I was in tbe field to-
work. I there deliberately and wiUingly pro­
miaed Father thot I would never chew any 
more, and—(praiae His name forifc)—^Hegave 
me such a -victory over it that I have never • 
since Iiad any more deaire for cbe^ng tobacco 
than I have for chewing mud. 'When I went 
to the house, I told my wife that I. bod quit, 
chewing tobacco, and that when I amoked np 
what amoking tobacco I had on band,I intended 
to leave off smoking; and unless I felt a great 
deal worse in consequence, I ahoald never 
smoke any more. "WeU, that was no quitting 
at alL That was experimenting about as 
Ananiss and Sapphira did, and I got along juat 
about 08 well. Every pipe I saw I wanted in 
my month. I stood it in tins way for about 
two montha—got along about the aame as I 
bad in a number of experiments that I h ad 
made to reform myaelf in my own atrength 
while in the service of the De*3; that is, not 
at oU. "When one of my bretbren in the 
church ttiat I lielonged to, (Protestant Metho­
dist), and a great fiiend to tobacco, and my­
self went f» see onr preacher—(he waa a great . 
friend to tobacco at that time, aa too many 
preachera are)—1 staid over night with him. 
In the morning, I told them what I had done 
in regard to tobacco. They -ttcnight I hod. 
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taken a very hazardous step, especially as far 
as amoking waa concerned. They thought it 
would be neceaaary that I ahould smoke some, 
«r I don't know what aU would happen to me. 

- That iVaa juat auch coiteel aa I wanted. So 
I went to amoking again, and thought I would 
amoke moderately. My moderate smoking 
waa nearly all the time, except while I waa 
aleeping or eating. 

In June I weut to a oamp-meeting, stopped 
on the way and got me a pound of tobacco 
and a dozen pipes, fixed up a nice place in my 
tent fur the pipea, and went in for a general 
time of amoking. They pretty much aU 
smoked; and it waa quite a amoky time One 
day, while I waa wolking around with a pipe 
in my mouth, one of the Sisters that hod this 
real religion asked me what I smoked for, I 
told her I thought it was good for my health 
—that I should get too' fleshy if I did not 
smoke, and othera bad told me so. Sbe said: 
" Don't you think the Lord could take care of 
that?" "Oh, yea," said I, "Isuppoaebe 
could, bat I don't know oa he would " That 
waa about sU that waa aaid; snd right there 
I waa convicted. After that, when I saw that 
Siater coming around wheire I was, I would 
take my pipe out of my mouth and hold it 
^own by roy side Finally, in a day or two, 
I got so that when I wanted to sm.;ke I wonld 
go out in the woods ̂ nd smoke. One day, 
while I was aitting behind a tree smoking, it 
came to me aSl at once, " WeU, now, if it is 
wrong to smoke on the camp-ground, it ia 
wrong to amoke 'here; and if it ia Hght to 
«moke here, it ia right to amuke any where." 
I then very cooUy and very deUberately quit 
«moking, Jind threw away my pipe, and I have 
not had one in my mouth aince. And, praise 
the Lord! he gave me auch a victory over it 
that I hate it with a perfect hatred—even tbe 
•meU of it; ao much BO, that I would not hire 
a man and have bim smoking around. Well, 
praiae the Lord! I feel a great deal better, 
.and at leaat eight or ten yeara younger, than 
J did when I experienced religion. I praiae 
ihe Lord thai thia evening finda me headed 
towarda Mount Zion, h^igbted with .salvation 
—not a bit of tobacco, nor even tbe smeU of 
at, about me. Now, dear reader, thia is the 
victory that overcomes the world, tdbiteco, 
and everytbing elae tbat ia of tbe DevU, even 
your faith. Be anre and take up your resi-
d ace on he&fviBg ground One very impor-

tant item ia to live at all timea, and under aQ 
circnmstancea, in the vaUey of perfect ded-
sion, and tbat must alwaya be on tbe aide of 
tmth. Thia ia my reeidence at present, and I 
hope in God it ever wiU te . 

H. W. BRAOSHAW. 

THE P A S T , P R E S E N T , AND FUTURE. 

A soldier writes: 
WhUe I have been a soldier in the army, and 

bave aeen the moving maaaea of soldiera, and 
taken pains to mark their actions, and to leam 
their paat manner of Ufe and their present 
condition, ii ha«led me to a train of thought 
that I now commit to paper. Here we bav* 
all classes of persons: First—Tbe lad in hii 
teens. Perhapa be left bia parental bome an 
innocent youth; but here you see him gliding 
down the river of deatraction aa faat Bs time 
can hurry him, and no one to aay to him— 
" Why do you so ?" But the whole ,tide seta 
in witb the devil, to help bim loae bia aoul for 
ever. Perhapa he haa a praying father and 
loving mother at home, who tbink of tha 
bappy days to come, when their cbUd will re­
turn, hia brow decked witb laurels But ii 
that aU he will take with him ? No; it will 
be atrange if he doea not take with him habits 
that will riun him for time and eternity, and 
draw with him manjr more in the wake. 

Then there ia the middle-aged man, who left 
at bome a kind snd loving wife, a Uttle flock 
of bright-eyed, parent-loving chUdren. And 
bow will he go home? Perhaps a mined 
father and a reckless husband.' How oflen 
tbat mother's heart wiU be made to bleed at 
every pore, andCthose once foitered onea be 
disgraced and perhaps ruined for life! Oh! 
this dreadful war! Where wiU be. its end/ 
The armies may aoon leave the field, and peaot 
may again be sounded through the land, but 
wben wiU its dreadful, demoralizing effects 
atop! WiU they ever ceaae? No; never! 
The aeeda are sown and have taken deep root, 
and they wiU yield their fruits, which wUl be 
seen only when the trampet is sounded, and 
all are gathered to the judgment of the last 
day. ' 

At this point we are led to inqoire—Whei» 
is he who ought io be a man of God—the 
chaplain J We would not go to newBpapen 
to know what be is or what he bas been. 
Just go to the camp or field, and there your 
eyea and ears vriU furnish aU the proof yoa 

le-.^-JJi - ^ Vr iMKi ' ^ -^ IM^ 
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need. Instead of visiting aroand among the 
mea, and trying to reetrain them from bad 
habits, he ia with the oflBcers, apending hia 
time in a manner that, secures the iU-wiU. of 
thoae under hia care, la he gnUtleaa f The 
time will come when he will wiah he had no. 
name. Can we expect—when there ia auch a 
state of wickedneea carried along with our 
army into the battle-field, and aanctioned by 
tbe officera, from tbe higheat to the lo weat— t̂o 
conquer the enemy? Or may we not look 
for defeata? We know God'a hand alwaya 
teats heavy on the iranagressor. Instead of 
of our officers setting rigU>«xamplea, they ore 
the firat in bad examplea. Tbe officera can 
take their drama, and get drunk, and appear 
Uke the brute; but the private, for the aame 
flung, wiU find himaelf in close keeping, with 
the chain and baU for hia companion. 

My heart achea to think of the coming fii-
bire. There ia only one right way to do, and 
that ia to please God. Let onr officera be 
good men and we ahall have good soldiers — 
On this depends our future succeaa. We wont 
Gideona—men of God that will aeek to do the 
will of God. But I hope the time may aoon 
come when peace may again be reatored to 
our beloved country, and the demoralizing 
habita of our army cease, and each one again 
letnra to hia home; and inatead of war; blood 
and carnage, we shall be moving in the circles 
of frienda and a quiet home. W M . H . H . 

NEW SUBSCRIBERS.—^Through tbe kindnesa 
of our frienda, and the bleasing of God, new 
subscribers are coming ia daily. The Earnest 
Christiaa goes to all part« of the country, ad­
vocating the claims of an uncompromiaing 
non-time-aerving Chriatianity. We have re­
ceived several ordera from Virginia City—a 
bew city that baaTSprang up as if by magic, 
among the Bocky Mountains. God bless tbe 
pUgrims there We now pubUsh a largerjedition 
than we have ever done before. The increased 
cost of pubUshing renders this neceaaary; and 
the reUgioaa condition of the country caUs for 
a zealous dissemination of the pure Gospel 
principles wbich it is oor aim to advocate in 
these pages. 

We can sffll supply the back nnmben for 
thia year to. new subscrilwra. Goaiinue your 
efforta to acatter the tmth. 

ERRATA.—^It ia our aim to make the Eam­
est Christian in every reapect as free from 

faults and blemishes as possible. Tbe me-
ebanical execution bas been such generaUy oa 
to leave Uttle room for improvement Bui 
in tbe Febraary, and especially in tEe March 
number, there was dn unintentional falUng off 
in tbe good appearance of our magazine. Tbe 
very respectable firm tbat does our printing, 
have had the trouble which the most careful 
sometimes have, in changing bands. Tbey 
have had three different foremen since the 
first of January. We expect that our month­
ly issues wiU hereafter be aa prompt and ^oud-
looking as tbey have heretofore been. In a 
part of the March nnmber a whole line was 
wrong.* The firat fine on the top of the 71st 
page should read, " the seven churches of 
Asia, the one" Other typographical errori 
were made, but as tbey do not hopelesaly 
obscure the sense we wiU not now attempt to 
correct them. 

THE NAUE OF YOUR POST OPPIOB.—"V^e 
have the names of tbe Post Offices to which . 
the Earnest Christian is aent arranged in 
alphabetical order upon our mail booka. Under 
the name of each Post Office are tbe names of 
aUour aabscribep who receive tile E. C. at 
that office. Hence if we know the name of 
the office we can at once turn to the name of 
any aubscriber. But if we do not bave the 
name of the Poat Office given us, it might re­
quire a day'a work tO;jfiad a persona' name. 
WUl not every subscriber be particular, and 
in writing UB on businusa give the name of the 
office at which you have received tbe Earnest 
Christian 1 We have requested this frequently 
but th* tfequest is stiU often disregarded. 
Please remember. You wiU thua aave a great 
deal of trouble and -prevent mistakes tbat are 
often made foi^ant of tliia information. 

THE E A R N E S T CHRISTIAN IN THE ABMY. 

LITTLE BOCK, ARK. 
DEAR BBO. BOBERTS:—To give you an 

idea what the Earnest Christian is doing here 
in the army, I write the foloning: Eight 
months ago, I bad never besrd-ilie doctrine 
of sanctification preached or explained; never 
had seen any ooe who had enjoyed ii, con­
aequently knew nothing about it. Acci-
dentaUy I got hold of some of your pubUcations. 
which g a ^ me light on the subject By the 
reading of the Earnest Christian and tbe Holy 
Scriptures, I began to mderatand it, and, 
glory to God' on tbe 17th day of May I em-
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braced the bleaaing. Since then over a dozen 
have profeaaed the blessing. We are having a 
glorioua revival here. Over 60 soula have 
been copverted. Glory, to'God. The work la 
going over tbe head of *ery opposition, souls 
are being converted in the woods, cornfields, 
cane-brakes and in camps, aa weU aa ia the 
Church. 

I feel that God has caUed me to preach the 
Goapel. Aa the way opena I am going to 
walk in i t 'What I am, God boa made me, 
and what I am hereafter he must make me. 

Youra, J . W. 

THE FAMILY CIRCLE^ 

JOHNNIE AND HIS LMTLE CROSS. 

" ' Take up thy crosa and foUow me.' That 
ia what the Lord Jesua says." 

" I s there no little cross for me?" asked 
Johnnie. '" I wjnt to follow Jesus," 

*' 11 Yes," said his mother, " there are plenty 
of Uttie crosses for the Uttie ones." 

" What are crosses ?" asked Johnnie. 
" CroBses are things which are hard to do; 

and taking up our croaa is being tcilling to do 
them for |tte aake of pleamngtheLord Jeaua." 

"Won't Jesus helpif th% are reryheavy?" 
aaked Johnnie. 

" Indeed he wUl," anawered his mother,— 
" One of his friends, who had a great many 
to bear, aaya, ' I ctm do oU things through 
Christ which strengtheneth m e ' " 

"'Who was it?" asked Johnnie. 
" Paul," said liis mother.1 
" WeU, he knew; d i ^ ' t he ?" aaid the little 

boy. Then be thought, and then aaid, " I'd 
shoulder the biggeat man'e cross rather than 
not foUow Jesus." Dear Johnnie. 

One day he and the boya v v ^ at play round 
the comer, when Johnnie tMew a atone, ond 
it broke a pane of glaaa in tbe window of an 
old hftt. Presently out rushed an old woman 
with an old broom-handle, who choaed the 
boys with aU aorta of angry worda in a most 
furious manner. The boys jinked her with 
shonts of.lau^iter. I t Woa auch fun! The 
fiict ia, the old woman and the boya were 
always at loggerheads. She bated them, and 
they made fun of her; yes, ond I am afiraid 
did a great many unkind and cruel things with­
out thinking. The consequence was, Jolnmie 
waa not sorry for breaking her window. He;-
thought it waa only -wiping out old scores; 
and the boys were glad of i t 

But the thing coine to his father's ears. 
Johnnie'a father viewed it quite differently.— 
" Johnnie," aaid hia father, " yon muat go and 
oak Mrs. Patch's pardon foryour condnct, and 
pay her for the miaehief you have done." 

" Oh, father," said Johnnie, turning very 
red. 

" WeU," said his father, "what liave you to-
soy ?" 

" I'U pay ber for the gloss, sir," aaid Johnnie; 
" but''—he hesitated—" need I ask ber to for­
give me? Can't you shut me up in the closet? 
I'd rather fake a whipping than oak Aat." 
,. '• You must de. 08 I say," said his father, 

firmly. 
The Uttie boy let go bis father's bond, and 

ran in to find hia mother. " Oh, mother," he 
cried, flinging himaelf into her lap, ond his 
voice choking, " I can't ask pardon of that old 
cross Patch; indeed I can't. . Whip me, shut 
me up, but I can't stoop to thai;" and Johnnie 
burst into teara, proud and angry tears. 

His good mother let bim cry. " Johnnie," 
ahe ot length said, "Johnnie, what do yoa 
think the blessed Lord Jesns would like to 
hove you do ? you know you wish to be one of 
his Uttie followers." 

" Don't know," said Johnnie, sobbing. Pre-
aentiy he went on: "I—I—don't—don't— 
think he would treat Mrs. Patch aa we boyS-
do, if he waa a boy; he'd be a great dea 
kinder." 

" Well, Johnnie, are younotaorry for being 
unkind to that poor old woman; and are yon 
not wilUng to own ii, and make amends 
for i t?" ^* 

" No," said Johnnie. " Doing that would, 
be o cross indeed.' 

" Johnnie!" It was father caUing. 
The Uttle boy storted. Putting his em^ 

bonda together, " Help me, JeauB, help me!' 
he cried. 

And ob how eameatiy his mother prayed in 
her heart, " Help the poor UtUe boy, thoa 
Shepherd of Israel!" 

Johnnie went; and before he saw his mother-
again he had done aU iSs father told him to 
do,—paid the woman for her glass, and asked 
her forgiveness for aU his careless conduct.— 
When he came back his mother eaw he bore 
his Uttle cross. 'What was it ? It bad a name. 
It was HumiUty. It had been heavy. It woa 
Ughter now, for he kissed his mother, and laid 
hia curly head on her shoulder and smiled ten­
derly; and she thought to hereelf, "Jesua 
helped the dear boy."—Child's Paper. 


