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THOSE of our readers who were per
sonally acquainted with Dr. Redfield 
cannot fail to appreciate the admirable 
likeness of him with which the present 
number of the Earnest Christian is 
embellished. Our artist has done "his 
work well. That caltn face will bear 
study. I t bespeaks a soul at peace 
with God and man. Divine grace has 
imparted a holy serenity torii counte
nance naturally beautiful and express
ive. Yet, those who knew him only 
in the pulpit, will be disappointed. 
The fire is wanting. We never knew 
a man who, in the pulpit, was so un
like what he was in social life. He 
was everywhere the man of God. 
Among his friends he was as gentle, and 
sensitive, and shrinking as a wOman, 
but in the pulpit he was bold and fear
less, and uncompromising as John 
Enox or Martin Luther. Never, 
since the days of St. Paul,"was there 
one who could more truthfully say, " I 
have not shunned to declare the whole 
counsel of God." The inspiration ap
parent in his countenance was such as 
could not be expressed by any artistic 
skill. But the likeness we furnish 
is one well worthy of preservation. It 
will give to those who never saw him 
a better idea than any description 
could, of the appearance of one of the 
most successful evangelists of the 
nineteenth century. 

John Wesley Redfield was bom on 
the 23d day of June, 1810. From 
his earliest childhood, a strong impres
sion followed him that God designed 
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him for the Gospel ministry. But so 
disagreeable to him was the thought, 
that he kept the matter a secret from 
his dearest friends. His fears that so 
unwelcome a fate awaited him were 
greatly strengthened by what was af
terwards told: him of the impressions 
of his mother concerning him. She 
was a woman of prayer, who feared 
the Lord, and his secret was with her 
and he showed her his covenant.* 
She assured her confidential friends, 
from his infancy, that God would call 
him to the Gospel ministry. Her 
faith in this respect never wavered; 
but when the neighbors came in and 
found hith,. to all appearance, dying, 
and told her so, her reply was : " He • 
will not die, but live to preach the 
Gospel;" 

"VVhen about eight years of age, and 
just able to-writej"he tried to compose 
a sermon, and their borrowed a copy 
of W-esley's sermons to compare the 
merits of Ms-own by. In great de
spondency 'he said to himself, with a 
sigh, " I never can compose such a ser
mon ; I do not know anything about 
religion, and I am sure I can never 
preaeh." Still he could not throw ofi" 
the unpleasanfimpression that he must 
preach the Gospel; but in every plan • 
of life he was swayed by this dreaded, 
and yet absorbing thought. 

In his fourteenth year he had such 
an alarming view of his sinful state, 
that he really feared he &«s past all 
hope of mercy. He tried, as he 
thought, to the utmost, to obtain the 
pardoin and favor of God, but in vain. 
His agony would not let him sleep, 

• P a . XXT., 1 4 . 
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and he was aroused by every unusual 
souud. Hope fled for a season. He 
was tempted to provoke the Almighty 
to destroy him, that Mtithout the guilt 
of self-murder he might know the 
worst of his case, and also avoid mak
ing his condition in eternity worse by 
a farther life of sin. While in this 
state 0 despair he heard of a Camp 
Meeting. As the friends spoke of the 
probable conversion of sinners, hope 
revived, and he thought, " If I go, then 
I too may get religion." He obtained 
permission, and went with a neighbor. 
At the close of the first sermon, he, 
with a goodly number of penitents, 
bowed at the altar and implored the 
mercy of God. They cried aloud with 
great earnestness. This, at first, great
ly disturbed him. But seeing those 
who tried it, soon becoming happy in 
God, and all his own efforts proving 
unsuccessful, he concluded to pray 
aloud, and cried out, " Lord be merci
ful to me, a sinner." He was shocked 
at the sound of his own voice, but 
pride was mortified, and he felt fully 
committed and disgraced for life. He 
went out alone into the woods, and 
there, under alarge tree, upon his knees 
he made the solemn vow to take Jesus 
for his only Saviour. " Instantly," he 
said, " As my faith ventured on Jesus, 
my burden was gone. 1 was filled 
with inexpressible delight, and before 
I was aware of what I was doing, I 
found myself on my feet shouting. 
Glory to God ! All nature seemed in 
harmony, like a beautiful and well 
tuned liarp, singing praises to the 
Most High, and my heart could beat 
time to such unearthly music as I now 
heard all around, above, beneath, 
within. If this is religion, I said to 
myself, the world will now very soon 
be converted, for I shall tell every one 
with whom..! meet, and I can tell it so 
convincingly that they will certainly 
believe, and seek, aud find. So exalt
ed, and so valuable did" salvation seem, 
that I felt I could have given.:|By life 
to impart it to the world." 

He first met a young man, and im
mediately spoke to him about the love 

of Jesus, expecting to see him start in 
haste to seek the pearl of great price. 
But he was doomed to disappointment. 
The young man treated his message 
with contempt. But the zeal of the 
young convert was not abated by this 
rebutf. On his way home he visited 
the house of a relative, who had a large 
family, none of whom professed reli
gion. -He told them what great things 
Jesus had done for his soul. But he 
seemed to them like one who mocked. 
He, howe.ver, pressed the subject, and 
finally obtained permission to pray 
with them. He left them under con
viction, and in a short time had the 
happiness of hearing that the whole 
family professed religion. 

On reaching home he set up a family 
altar in his father's house. He went 
from house to house, and from town to 
town, to carry the glad news that Jesus 
had come to save. He soon had the 
unspeakable pleasure of having a very 
large number of old acquaintances to • 
go with him in the narrow way. 

Dr. Fisk, who used to visit his 
father's house, took a deep interest in 
his welfare. He suggested, that he 
had better go ' to Wilbraham Acad
emy to study. Young Redfield saw 
that the old subject of preaching was 
at tha bottom of this plan, and that 
the course he was pursuing would 
sooner or later lead him into this field 
of labor. All his abhorrence of 
preaching returned, and he resolved 
to quit the field at once. He conceiv
ed that the most awful responsibility 
rested upon the minister of the gospel, 
and he felt that he could not assume it 
unless he knew to a certainty that God 
had called him to it. His impressions 
he attributed to the influence of friends, 
who were urging him to enter upon 
the discharge of his duty. 

Obtaining permission of his father, 
he left home to go to a distant place to 
enter into the employment of an artist. 
Tbe Lord met him in a wonderful 
manner on bis way, and endeavored to 
divert him from his purpose, and lead 
him to enter upon his mission. But, 
with astonishing obstinacy, he went on. 
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and at last reached the destined place. 
But here such horror fell upon him that 
he dared not remain. He left the place 
and did not venture to look back until 
he had passed completely out of sight. 

He returned home resolved to live 
religious, but determined to abandon 
all thoughts about ever preaching, un
less God should, by unmistakeable 
signs, reveal it as his will that he 
should undertake this work. There he 
continued, restless and comfortless, 
until the next fall, mourning over his 
sad fate, and wondering why he should 
be the victim of injpressions that he 
could not throw off, and yet have no 
certain means to settle the matter. 

He would inform no one'of the cor
roding anxiety which was eating away 
at his very vitals. He fasted and 
prayed ; he kept watch-nights all alone, 
he wandered about in the fields till the 
sun made his appearance in the morn
ing ; he prayed kneeling in the snow, 
until his clothes were frozen to the 
earth, seeking to have the question as 
to whether he w^s to preach the gos
pel or not settled in such a way as to 
render doubts impossible. When 
evidences that should have been satis
factory to the most skeptical were 
given, he would listen to the sugges
tion that, perhaps, it was all a delu
sion. This inward conflict continued 
until all appetite for food was gone, 
sleep departed from his eyes, and he 
stood trembling upon the very verge 
of insanity. At last he yielded. He 
had studiously sought to conceal his 
impressions of duty from every one, 
but as soon as his decision was made, 
a pious sister entered his room,, her 
face red with weeping, and handing 
him a Bible and hymn book, said, 
" Brother John, the victory is gained." 
He could contain himself no-longer, 

"bu t answered her only with sobs and 
tears. She had been secretly praying 
for him during his struggle. 

Going among strangers, to a field of 
labor to which, for a long time he had 
been strangely and supeniaturally di
rected, he entered at once upon his 
work, visiting from house to house. 

and talking in t"he most searching man
ner with the inmates, upon the subject 
of their personal salvation, and praying 
with them whenever permission to do 
so could be obtained. By some he 
was kindly received. Others threat
ened him with personal violence. Yet 
there was scarcely a house which he 
visited, but that he was sent for soon 
after to pray with some of the inmates. 
The hand of the Lord was with him, 
and He set his seal in the most signal 
manner upon his efforts. Many will 
thank God in eternity that he sent the 
boy-preacher to bring to their reluctant 
ears the tidings of salvation. At the 
request of the circuit preachers he visi
ted a prominent Universalist, whose 
controlling influence was exerted 
against the cause of God. They had 
plied him, in vain, with all the argu
ments they could command. Young 
Redfield laid the matter before the 
Lord, and obtaining directions from 
him how to proceed, he went in his 
name. As he approached the Univer
salist his own heart was melted, and 
weeping over him, he said : 

" Sir, I have a message from the 
great God to you; it is to repent and 
seek salvation, or you will be damned." 

" I don't believe in your damnation 
doctrine," said the man. 

To this the young evangelist made 
no reply, but pressed him for an 
answer. "Tell me, will you obey God 
and shun damnation." Again he tried 
to divert the attack from the heart to 
the head. 

" My message," said the youth, " Is 
from God, will yoii obey i t l " 

When the Universalist found that he 
could not get up a discussion, he be
came very angry, and ordered him to 
leave the house, or he would give him 
a beating, for he would not be talked 
to in such a.manner by a boy. 

" You will strike me," said the 
young disciple, " at the peril of 
God's displeasure, for that God who 
has sent me on this errand of mercy 
will certainly stand by me and defend 
me, so touch me if you dare, while I 
am in God's business.". 
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Before the interview closed, his wife, 
with tears, asked, "O , will you pray 
for us." Man and wife kneeled, and 
God answered prayer and broke his 
opposition to the work. Another 
Universalist opened his doors for pray
er-meeting, and the work of God swept 
all over that region of country. . 

The sufl'erings which young Redfield 
endured while burdened for souls were 
such that he would have left the work, 
had not the Lord, by signal manifesta
tions of his displeasure at such a 
course, deterred him from so doing. 
At the request of the presiding Elder 
he went to a Quarterly .Conference to 
receive a license to preaeh, with the 
view of traveling a circuit under the 
Presiding Elder. Before opening the 
Conference, the Elder told a ludicrous 
anecdote, at which most present burst 
into a glee ot laughter, in which the 
Elder heartily joined; aud then, in the 
midst of their merriment said, " Let us 
pray." This was too much for the 
sensitive conscience of the young evan
gelist. He fell to reasoning thus: 

# " Does this Elder believe .the Bible 1 
Did Jesus set such an example of 
trifling over a perishing world ? Are 
sinners passing away every hour to 
the judgment, unprepared 1 Was this 
like Paul, who labored night and day, 
with tears, for the salvation of sinners 1 
Am I wild or blind 1 All I can see is 
the Saviour of the World, staggering 

'under the weight of its redemption, 
and a world in proud procession on 
their way to eternal night. If the 
Bible is true, the world is on the eve of 
a terrible tragedy, passing to eternity, 
unprepared. I hardly dare stop to 
sleep, lest men should be lost while I 
am at rest. There must be a mistake 
somewhere, and I am, most likely, the 
mistaken one. That Elder is a man 
of mature years, and in all probability 
was, when young, as zealous as I am. 
He has probably found out that reli
gion is a delusion, and now continues 
to preach for the profit. I will never 
take a license until I can go and settle 
the question a« to the truth or falsity 
of the Christian system of religion." 

He went home, resolved to lead a* 
pious life, and, in the meanwhile, settle 
the claims of the Bible, by the light of 
reason. He did not realize that he 
had undertaken a task too great fon 
him. To avoid the importunity of 
friends who urged him to do his duty,, 
by preaching the gospel, he went some 
hundred miles from home; but in less 
than a fortnight was beset by the same-
exhortations. He went on still farther,: 
but wiis soon annoyed in the same way. 
He left, aild resolved at the next place 
to make no profession of religion. He 
soon found himself an infidel. He was 
now but little disturbed by day, but 
at night was continually annoyed by 
dreams of preaching. The dark gloom 
of infidelity settled upon him, but he 
found no rest. . The study of Anatomy,, 
and of Paley's Natural Theology saved 
him from atheism. 

We pass over, for the present, the 
long and sad, but interesting chapter of 
his endeavors to get away from the 
duty to whioh God had, in so striking 
a manner, called him. The voyage to 
Tarshish has always proved disastrous 
to those who have undertaken it. God 
has a thousand rods for the backs ot 
those who know his will, but who do 
iW not. Young Redfield suffered his 
severest chastisement, inflicted in love 
for his salvation. He married—but 
domestic calamities of the most crush
ing character overwhelmed him. His 
nearest and dearest friends—his father 
and mother were suddenly called away. 
He was left alone in the world. The 
hand of disease was laid upon him, and 
three several times he was brought to 
the very verge of the grave. Once-
the cholera nearly carried him off. At 
another time he left a seat that was 
shivered by lightning, just in time to 
avoid the withering stroke. Then con
sumption well nigh did its fearful work. W 
Each time he was spared, as he be
lieved, in answer to prayer, and upon 
his promising God that he would do 
his duty. At last he made a final and 
complete surrender. His flesh was 
wasted away, his strength gone, the 
hectic flush was upon his cheek, and 

^ ' ' 
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' cold night sweats contributed to hurry 
him to his account. H e prayed and 
vowed to do his duty. After a night 
of prayer, about two o'clock in the 
morning, the answer came, " You 
m a y liv« while you preach, but no 
longer." 

The next F r iday evening, he was 
able to cross the street to attend a 
Love Feas t in the M . E . Church. H e 
had been seated but a short time, be
fore the minister, a stranger, came to 
him, and after a little conversation, 
said to him, " You must preach for me 
next Sabbath morning." H e endea
vored to excuse himself, but in vain. 
The preacher had spiritual discernment, 
and saw that he had a,work to do for 

•-God. The intervening time was passed 
in dreadful agony. Sabbath came, and 
he went to the pulpit, as one would go 
to meet a fearful fate. H e arose, but 
was too weak to stand, only as he sup
ported himself by the pulpit. H e had 
not-strength to hold the H y m n Bdbk. 
H e gave out his text, when he s a y s : 
" I t seemed that an unearthly power 
seized me and held me up, and gave 
me volume of voice and sustained me 
to the end." 

H e sat down, hoping that this speci
men of his preaching would prevent 
any further invitations. But to his 
surprise and sorrow, the minister in 
charge said, " You must preach for me 
again on such a nij;ht. H e plead to be 
excused, but the minister was inflexi
ble, and laid his command's upon him. 
This service over, he told him he must 
preach the next Sunday night, and gave 
notice accordingly. "When the time 
came, the church, a large one in the 

-city of N e w York, was crowded, gal
lery, aisles and vestibule. As he took 
his text, he says : " An unearthly pow
er so lifted me up that it seemed to 
me that my feet only touched the 
earth, but m y whole head, heart and 
body were in heaven, and the unearth
ly thrills of power which I then felt I 
never can describe. I can only com
pare ifc to a sense of power put into 
m y Jiand for that hour, which could 
shake a world,' op sway an influence 

that would move a nation. I had not 
finished m y preaching when, without 
an invitation, the people arose and 
rushed up to the altar, crying for 
mercy. The space around and within 
the altar was crowded, and when there 
was no more room, the preacher asked 
all in the house who desired religion to 
arise, when it was judged that five 
hundred arose for prayers , and the 
numbers converted justified the es
t imate." 

Thus commenced the final efforts of 
one whose fidelity and power in the 
pulpit surpassed, beyond all compari
son, those of any man to whom we 
ever listened. 

F r o m this t ime 'till the hand of 
disease was laid upon him, he went 
steadily forward, laboring as an evan
gelist. H e was one of the most suc
cessful revivalists in the country. W e 
must reserve for a future number a 
sketch of his labors. 

T H E D E V I L ' S HARVEST.—Careful ly 
compiled statistics show that 60,000 
lives are annually destroyed by intem
perance in the United States. 

100,000 men and women are yearly 
sent to prison in consequence of strong 
drink. 

20,000 children are yearly sent to 
the poor-house for the same reason. 
300 murders are another of the yearly 
fruits of intemperance. 

400 suicides follow in this fearfiil 
catalogue of miseries. 

200,000 orphans are beqneathed 
each year to public and private chari ty. 

$200,000,000 are yearly expended 
to produce this shocking amount of 
crime and misery, and as much more 
is lost in t ime wasted, from the same 
cause. Is it not t ime to drive that 
which produces such results from our 
country ? Can we be human, if we 
hesitate to lend our aid to such a 
cause 1 D o not humanity and religion 
both demand it as a duty we owe to 
our race? Let him who reads this, 
lay it to hea r t .—MAINE TEMPERANCE 
JOURNAL. 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC IN 
WORSHIP. 

BY R E V . E.- BOWEN, D. D. 

MR. EDITOR :—Having been invited 
to dedicate a church within the bounds 
of my district, containing an organ, 
more than twenty years ago, I address
ed to Messrs. Root and Lewis, the 
principal members of the board ot 
trustees, who gave me the invitation, 
the following letter, a copy of which I 
here forward to you for publication in 
the columns of your faithful periodi
cal. > E . B . 

Here follows the letter : 
DEAR BRETHREN:—As lam about to 

address you on a subject of deep and 
lasting interest to the church of Christ, 
and one too, which, under the circum
stances, involves considerations of the 
most delicate nature, I dare not pro
ceed in the undertaking without lifting 
my heart to Him, " whose we are and 
whom we serve," that he would vouch
safe two thinga,—first, that I may 
write, and secondly, that you may 
read this epistle in the spirit of Christ. 

The subject to which I allude is the 
settingup an organ of jnusic in your 
new church. And who can say, in al
most any view of this subject, that it 
is not one of deep and lasting interest 
to the church of Christ, especially that 
branch of.it which holds Methodism 
and Christianity to be one and the 
same thing? When the intelligence 
of this thing came to my ears, it gave 
me a shock I had not often felt. There 
was no redeeming circumstance from 
which I eould derive any relief. The 
thing had been done ; it had been done 
by men of piety—by men of influence 
—^by men whom I had esteemed al
most beyond any others of my ac
quaintance. Indeed, it had been done 
"by men who were the very last I 
should have suspected of such a thing 
in all the district! I felt,—I prayed, 
.—I wept. 

But all this opposition to church 
organs, it will be said, perhaps, is the 
efiect of education, of superstition, of 

habit; or, at least, of great weakness. 
But admitting all this, still, as the 
great body of our people are honestly 
opposed to instrumental music in 
churches, and would be greatly injured 
in their feelings by its introduction 
there, I submit to your Christian char
ity whether the consciences, of even 
weak brethren are. not to be regarded ; 
and whether we are not required by 
God himself to abstain from anything 
of this sort "whereby a brother 
stumbleth, or is offended, or is made 
weak 1 " This single circumstance, 
when you come to look at it, will be a 
sufficient reason with you, no doubt, as 
it surely is with me, for discountenanc
ing instrumentaj music in churches. 
But there are otber reasons for exclud
ing instrumental music from the wor
ship of God, which appeal with equal 
force to our Christian charity, if not, 
indeed, to our sense of moral obliga
tion. 

1. Mr. Wesley, whom I regard as-
no mean authority in such cases, per
emptorily forbade the use of instru
mental music in all his societies. 

2. The practice of using instrument
al music in the worship of God has 
been steadily opposed by our church, 
preachers and people, with the excep
tion of here and there an individual, 
down to the present time. At least 
this has been the case in our own 
country. 

3. In 1836 the General Conference 
passed a resolution, solemnly enjoin
ing upon the ministry to discourage 
the use of instrumental music in 
churches, by all prudent means; de
claring the practice to be utterly at 
variance with vital godliness. 

4. The use of instrumental music 
in the worship of God, by David, is 
most clearly condemned by the pro
phet Amos. See the Book of this • 
prophet, chapter vi, verse 5, with Dr. 
Clark's comment upon the passage. 
And also his note on II. Chron. xxix, 
25, to the same effect. The Doctor, 
in his comment on these passages, 
shows most conclusively, at least to 
my mind, that the use of instrumental 
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music in the worship of God was sin
ful, even in David's time. But even 
were we to admit that David was 
justifiable in using such music, this' 
would no more prove that we may 
use it under the Gospel dispensation 
than that we may imitate him in hav
ing a plurality of wives, or in offering 
those sacrifices which were prescribed 
by the ceremonial law; for if it should 
be argued that the law of ceremonies 
and the custom of polygamy were 
abolished by the express authority of 
our Lord and his apostles, so was the 
use of instrumental music in Divine 
worship forever excluded by their ex
ample, as nothing of the kind was 
ever allowed in their practice. 

I know it is said that " instrumental 
music is an improvement on primitive 
usage." And I know equally well 
that primitive usage needs no improve
ment; but that all departures from it 
are of the nature of apostacy, while 
all improvement consists in returning 
to first principles, or in coming back 
to primitive usage from which apostate 
churches have departed. Improvement 
is the specious name under which all 
errors and corruptions that ever dis
graced the church, have crept in. And 
I, for one, have grown quite suspicious 
of this name. I cannot help thinking 
that those changes by which we " de
part from the old land-marks" our 
fathers have set up in the days of their 
simplicity are to be recognized, not as 
useful improvements, but as hurtful in
novations. Let us take a few exam
ples of these improvements as they pre
sent themselves in the history of the 
church in bygone days, and we shall 
learn to adopt them, it is presumed, 
with great caution; or, rather, to a-
dopt thera not at all. It will be re
membered that the Jews improved the 
worship of their fathers, until all " ap
peared beautiful without; but within, 
was full of rottenness and dead men's 

"bones." The Papal Hierarchy have 
improved the apostolic worship until 
not only images, and relies,'and saints 
have come to be adored, but his holi
ness, the Pope, " opposeth and exalteth 

himself above all that is called God, or 
that is worshipped, so that he, as God, 
sitteth in the temple of God, showing 
himself that he is God." And some of 
the Methodist people, particularly in 
Europe, have improved the Wesleyan 
worship till we see 

" Tbe apirit in the letter loat; 
Tha aubstance in the shade." 

This remark applies, I am well assured 
by some of our English brethren, to 
that portion of the British connection 
especially who have introduced organ-
worship into their churches ; particu
larly in the city of Leeds, where this 
very circumstance occasioned the se
cession of no less than two thousand 
members at one time. With such im
provements before our eyes, is it not 
time to pause and consider 1 

" But we shall get more hearers by 
having a good organ in the church." 
Aye, and the same might be said of 
many other expedients, as the intro
ducing of plays, shows, festivals and the 
like; particularly might one increase 
the number of his hearers by a com
pliance with that numerous class who 
" say to the seers, see not, and to the 
prophets, prophesy not unto us right 
things : speak unto us smooth things ; 
prophesy deceits." But, 

" ShaU I, to aoothe tbe nnboly throng, . 
Soften God'a truth, and amooth my tongne ?" 

Shall I conform to the world, that the 
world, through my influence thus ex
erted, may be conformed to Christl 
How lately did I show, in your own 
chape], that conformity to the world, 
as a means of conforming the world to 
Christ, never did and never can pro
duce that effect 1 At all events, I dare 
not conform to the world, for God has 
forbidden it;, and I, certainly, am not 
called upon to shut myself out of hea
ven by disobeying him, however I 
might benefit others by such disobedi
ence. 

And now, dear brethren, what is to 
be done? You have purchased an or
gan, I am told,' and placed it in the 
church. But will you not consent, af-
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ter all, to remove it ? Certainly you 
are not conscience bound in this mat
ter, but 1 am, You do not deem it 
wrong to worship without an organ; 
but / , with many of our people, deem 
it wrong to worship with one. And 
will you not give it up on the ground 
of expediency, if on no other ground ? 
Will you not give it up " for consci
ence sake?" Conscience, I say, not 
thine own, but his who is grieved with 
the practice. I hope, I pray, 1 trust 
you will; and that God will bless you 
in that sacrifice of feeling and of pecu
niary interest which sifoh a measure 
might occasion. 

But if you feel yourselves called 
upon, in view of all the circumstances, 
to retain the organ in the church, still 
the question occurs, what is to be 
done ? You have kindly invited me 
to officiate at the dedication of your 
new church, but, painful as it is to my 
feelings, and I can assure you that it 
gives me more pain—such is my re
spect for you—than anything which 
has ever transpired in connection with 
my public ministry ; yet, painful as it 
is to my feelings, 1 can only accept the 
invitation on the condition that the or
gan shall be removed; for, with my 
present views, I cannot, in conscience, 
dedicate to the worship of God, an in
strument which, I believe, would be 
unacceptable to him, and one which, I 
am, satified, he never designed should 
be employed in his service; at least 
under the Gospel dispensation. I say 
it is painful, extremely painful, for me 
to decline your invitation, as you are 
among the last 1 would be willing to 
disoblige. But I have looked the mat
ter over; I have made it the subject of 
much prayer; I have counted the cost, 
and I take this step from the deliber
ate conviction that such is the will of 
the Lord. 

I am aware, dear brethren, that you 
can well enough dispense with my ser
vices at your approaching dedication, 
as almost any other one will be able to 
do better than myself I am not vain 
enough to suppose that you will be 
led to secure my attendance at a very 

great sacrifice; but as you have had 
the courtesy to invite me, (out of re
spect to my office, no doubt,) I exceed
ingly regret that anything should exist 
to deny me the pleasure of complying 
with the invitation. And if you can 
at all consent to remove the obstacle 
which obliges me to decline the honor 
you have intended me, it will afford 
me the most heartfelt satisfaction to 
bear a part in the dedicatory services 
of your beautiful church.* 

Will you be good enough to advise 
me on the subject immediately, that I 
may be seasonably informed of your 
final decision. 

Yours, respectfully, 
ELIAS BOWEN. 

* NOTE.—Suffice it to say, I did de
dicate the church in accordance with 
the invitation, but upon the express 
condition that the organ should be re
moved immediately after the dedica
tion, (it being impracticable to do it 
before,) and that it should be specific
ally excepted in the dedicatory prayer, 
which [was done. Thus, my part of 
the stipulation was carried out in good 
faith; but through the advice of two 
or three Methodist preachers, as I was 
told,—shame on them,—the organ was 
never removed. Since that time, other 
singing machines have been plentifully 
introduced into our churches, and, 0 , 
what a ridiculous bellowing we now 
have in almost all our houses of wor
ship throughout the land! 

NOVEMBER 19, 1863. 

- SOME PULPITS die of dignity. I 
take it the greatest dignity in the 
world is the dignity of converts—that 
the glory of the pulpit is, if I may use 
such a metaphor,, to have captives at 
its chariot wheels, to see converts fol
lowing it, and where there are such, 
and those from the very worst of men, 
there is a dignity in the pulpit beyond 
any dignity which a fine mouthing of 
words and a grand selection of fantas
tic language could ever give to it. 
" The poor have the gospel preached 
to them."—SPURGEON. 
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I WOULD GO HOME. 
"Ich BUEcAle Heim,- mich ziehl's dan Valarhaus," eic 

" I would go home! Fain to my Father'a 
bouse. 

Fain to my Father'a heart! 
Far from the world's uproar, and hollow vowa. 
To eilent peace, apart. 
"Witb thouaand hopes in life'a gay dawn I 

ranged,. 
Now homeward wend with chastened heart, 

and changed: 
Still to my soul one germ of hope is come, 
I would go home! 

" I would go home, vexed with thy aharp 
annoy. 

Thou weai-y world and waste; 
I would go home, disrelishing thy poor joy; 
Let thoae that love thee, taste! 
Since my God wills it, I my cross would bear. 
Would bravely all tb' appointed " hardness " 

abate; 
But atill my bosom aigba, where'er I roam. 
For bome, aweet home. 

" I would go home ! My happiest dreams 
have been 

Of that dear Fatherland! 
My lot be there, in heaven's all cloudleaa 

scene. 
Here flits mirage, or san^! 
Bright summer gone, tbe darting swallowa 

apread 
Their wings from all our vales revisited. 
Soft twittering, as the fowler's wiles they 

flee,— 
Home, home for me! 

" I would be home! They gave my infancy 
Gay pastime, laacious feast -, 
One little hour I shared the childish glee. 
But soon my mirth had ceased; 
"WTiile still my playmates' eyea with pleaaure 

shone. 
And but more sparkled aa the sport went on. 
Spite of sweet fruits and golden honey-eomb, 
Tsighed for home! 

" I wpuld be home! To shelter steers the 
vessel; 

The rivulet seeks the sea; „ 
The nursling in its mother's arms vrill nesile; 
Like them, I long to flee! 
In joy, in grief, have I tuned many a lay. 
Griefs, joys, like harp'-notea, have now died 

away. 
One hope yet lives! To beaven'a paternal 

dome, 
Ob, take me bome ! " 

R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y O F 
P R E A C H E R S . 

BY REV. C. S. GITCHELL. 

T H E responsibility resting on minis
ters, called of God, is fearful. E terna l 
destinies are hanging on their words 
and actions. They are chosen of God 
to lead sinners to Christ, and the right
eous in the paths of peace. Their 
words, examples, and counsels are 
grasped by many, and become their 
law whether they are right or wrong. 
If wrong, they are dooming immortal 
souls to endless destruction. E v e r y 
word, every example, every advice, 
let out to the world, is irreclaimably 
gone upon its mission of mercy or 
misery. 

The minister attending one vain 
amusement, where fr ivoli t / has its 
place, has not only drunk the glass of 
spirits which calls for another, bu t 
given a sanction, which is followed 
with greediness and handed down to 
other generations, and ends in eternal 
torment. His idle words prevent him 
from accomplishing that for which he 
was called, and prove fire-brands that 
burn to the lowest hell. The cold, luke-
warin professor, the hypocrite, the 
man ofthe world, are seeking to silence 
their consciences by the conversation 
and action of the minis ter ; and 
woe to him that gives the oppor tuni ty! 
Unless the minister is holy, his gar
ments will be stained with the blood 
of others. 

The responsibility of the minister is 
fearful because it is big with his own 
everlasting fate. E v e r y neglect and 
willing mis-step, is tempting the devil 
to advance his stronger temptations. 
And every idle word, and the attend
ing of every par ty where the cause of 
Christ is not advanced, is a loud call 
for the wrath of God to be displayed 
against him. Sporting with these 
dreadful realities, and persisting in 
them and seeking an excuse, is bu t 
kissing the dagger that is piercing his 
very vitals. The minister that argues 
that there is no harm in idle conversa-
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tion or amusements, that do not tend, 
directly or indirectly, to the glory of 
God, is demanding His vengeance to 
fall upon him in eternal storms. He 
that shuns to declare the whole counsel 
of God, and follows preaching merely 
as a profession, is preparing himself as 
fuel for the last day. Where is a min
ister that is not commanded as was 
Isaiah to " Cry aloud, spare not, lift up 
thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my 
people their transgressions, and ihe 
house of Jacob iheir sins. O, how fear
ful are the issues of life! Eternity 
alone can unfold the responsibity of 
the minister. » 

T H E INWARD KINGDOM. 

BY M R S . MARION MADISON. 

THE kingdom of God is not meat and 
drink ; bui righteousness, and peace and 

joy in ihe Holy Ghost.—Rom. xiv, 17. 
How much did our dear Saviour 

bear, what pains did he take with his 
first disciples to teach them the nature 
of his kingdom ! Their notions were 
carnal and worldly—his kingdom is 
spiritual and heavenly. We are just 
like them. Blessed be his name, the 
Lord is the same in patience and love 
to teach us also. There ever was, and 
ever will be, a cry, " Lo, here is Christ 
with us : lo, there is the kingdom of 
God—it consists in this external mode, 
that.outward rite, ceremony or institu
tion." But what says our Lord ! Be
hold, take special notice. The kingdom 
of God is within you.—Luke xvii, 22. 
It consists of nothing carnal nor exter
nal. Its blessings are inward, spiritual, 
and substantial: "Righteousness, peace 
and joy." 

Righteousness. Glory to Christ. 
He restores righteousness to us ; he 
gives us a better righteousness than 
that we lost—we lost bnt a creature's 
righteousness—we gain the righteous
ness of God's dear Son. Satan ruined 
us by sin. Christ saves us by his 
righteousness. Hallelujah ! The king
dom of God is established in righteous

ness upon the ruins of sin and Satan; 
the subjeijts of this kingdom are all 
righteous.—Isa. Ix, 21. As we possess 
this kingdom in our hearts by faith, so 
Christ's righteoiisness is called the 
righteousness of faith, for we receive 
it by faith- W'e do not work it out, 
it is, " the gift of righteousness.— 
Rom. V, 17. O, how gloriously are 
our souls arrayed in the righteousness 
of the King of saints. Let us glory 
in this righteousness only; for, the 
more we .believe in our bearts, the 
more we live in the spirit and temper 
of righteousness in our lives. 

Peace. We were once at peace with 
the world, the flesh and the devil, and 
at war with God; now, that wo are in 
his righteous kingdom, and righteous 
in his Son, we are at peace with God, 
and at war with them; the effeet of 
this righteousness is peace and " quiet
ness, and assurance forever."—Isa. 
xxxii, 17. 

Joy in the Holy Ghost. Being right
eous in Jesus and at peace with God, 
the Holy Ghost gives us the joy of 
this; he teaches us to joy in all that 
Christ is to us and has done for u s ; 
yea, " he fills us with joy and peace 
in believing."—Rom. xv, 13. " There
fore, we, receiving a kingdom which can 
not be moved let us have grace, where
by we may serve God acceptably with 
reverence and godly fear."^Heb. xii, 
28. My son be strong in the grace 
that is in Christ Jesus.—2 Tim. ii, 1. 
Fight the good fight of faith ; lay hold 
on eternal life.—1 Tim. vi, 12. 

Beloved, "Earnestly contend for 
the faith that was once delivered to the 
saints." Lord increase our faith. 
Amen. 

WHOEVER overlooks the person of 
Christ, will never find the true God, 
and shall only miserably deceive him
self.—(John xiv, 1.) Whoever does 
not find God in Christ, will never find 
him, let him seek him where he will; 
and much less will he ever find, out of 
Christ, wbat is the Father's will and 
pleasure. 
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ADDITIONS TO THE CHURCH. 

BY MRS. L . C. E D E L E R . 

THE inspired apostle tells us that 
there were daily added to the church 
such as should be saved, and b.ur Savi
our says that " if a man will come af
ter me, let him deny himsaif, take up 
his cross, and follow me." How is it 
now ? There are great efforts made 
to add to the number of those who are 
already within the pale of the visible 
church, but how very few realize, or 
allow, that they are to " come out from 
among them," to be henceforth in the 
world, but not of it, but -designed as 
vessels sanctified and meet for the 
Master's use! Therefore, there is ad
ded to the list, not an humble self de
nying follower of Jesus, but a fashion
able, worldl"y-miuded professor. The 
uncircumcised in heart are admitted in
to Israel, as it is said in the 44th chap
ter of Ezekiel, " O ye house of Israel, 
let it suffice you of all your abomina
tions in that ye have brought into my 
sanctuary strangers, uncircumcised in 
heart, and uncircumcised in flesh, to be 
in my sanctuary, to pollute it, even 
my house." And, as the minister 
stands, on the Sabbath, preaching elo
quent, toned down sermons, to suit the 
ears of his congregation, it would be 
well for him to remember the words 
of our Saviour, " Wo unto you Scribes 
and Pharisees: hypocrites: for ye 
compass sea and land to make one pro
selyte, and when he is made, ye make 
him twofold more the child of hell 
than yourselves." There is no one who 
should dare to lightly unite with the 
church and take such vows upon him
self. It is told us ia Eccl., " Be not 
rash with thy mouth, and let not thy 
heart be hasty to utter anything before 
God, for God is in Heaven and thou 
upon earth, therefore, let thy words be 
few." And, " when thou vowest a 
vow before God, defer not to pay it, 
for he hath no pleasure in fools;" it is 
better that thou shouldst not vow, than 
that thou shouldst vow and not pay." 
There is not one who enters the churcb 

according to the Methodist Discipline 
who does not solemnly promise before 
the altar, in the presence of God and 
the angels, to " renounce the vain 
pomp and vanity of the world with 
all covetous desires of the same, and 
the carnal desires of the flesh, so that 
he will not follow or be led by 
them." Also, " that they will obedi
ently keep God's holy will and com
mandments, and walk in the same all 
the days of their life." These are-ijot 
man's words, nor do they refer to any 
one denomination; they are the sub
stance of the numerous injunctions 
given in the Word where we are so 
strongly commanded not even " to 
touch the unclean thing, so that we 
may be received as sons and daughters 
of "the Lord." How much of such re
nunciation do we see among profess
ors while they are living as formerly 
to gratify every natural desire? in
dulging the appetites even to the use 
of wine or brandy at their table, not 
only partaking of it themselves, but 
bringing up their children to its use. 
How much of obedience in following 
the commands while wearing gold and 
costly apparel which is expressly for
bidden; and in desecrating the holy 
Sabbath by the constant habit of tak
ing a Sunday paper, or riding on the 
cars, thus encouraging Sabbath break
ing in its most glaring forms. How 
little of consecration of time in look
ing after the newest fashions, spending 
hour after hour in making superfluous 
trimming and embroidery, or in loung
ing and smoking cigars, or in an 
endeavor to get .gain so as to be able 
to make more of an appearance in the 
world ? And yet there are numbers 
of such who call themselves Christ
ians ! They lay the flattering unction 
to their souls that Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners, and ihey believe 
ihe promise. They pretend to call 
themselves justified, when the word of 
God plainly and openly condemns 
them. Oh, how many broken vows 
are registered ; vows which have been 
lightly pronounced and turned from,, 
to follow the natural desires of the 
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heart! " To be carnally minded is 
death; to be spiritually minded is life 
and peace." And, therefore, numbers 
who have their names on tbe church-
books are on the road to death, as they 
yell have the carnal heart which is in 
«nmity with God, and .consequently 
with all demonstrations of true reli
gion. The evidence of the natural 
man is constantly shown in the ridi
cule or scorn of those who, having giv
en all for Christ,.are trying to keep in 
the narrow path, and to be not, even 
in Outward appearance, conformed to 
this world. How many useless pray
ers are offered by a church composed 
•of such members! The word of the 
Lord says, " I will not be inquired of 
you, cast ye away every man the ab
ominations of his eyes, and defile not 
yourselves with the idols of Egypt." 
Also, " To what purpose is the multi
tude of your sacrifices unto me, when 
ye spread forth your hands I will hide 
mine eyes from you; yea, when ye 
make many prayers I will not hear, 
wash ye, make you clean, put away 
the evil of your doings from before 
Hiine eyes." 

Some years ago I thought the church 
worked so hard, that there was so 
much effort and so little result 
that I honestly became extremely 
doubtful as to whether our God was a 
hearer and answerer of prayer. He 
has since taught me, through the above 
and similar passages, why it is prayers 
are not answered—why the fire did 
not come down to consume the sacri
fice. There is little use of crying for 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost while 
clinging to idols, and lies are being 
said and sung constantly. There is a 
decided preference for things which are 
seen to those which are not seen— 
prayers are offered for what is not 
really desired. But, O, to sinners and 
lookers on, what an occasion for unbe
lief—what an imputation do professors 
cast upon the character of our faithful 
Jjord, who hears and answers his true 
children when they call upon him. It 
is little wonder that there are so many 
infidels; so many who are sceptical. 

All the arguing in the world about 
these points will not so establish the 
truth as it will to see it lived out in 
the lives of those who iii this way 
might be living epistles. A man will 
be convinced more powerfully by one 
illustration of an humble, trusting, be
lieving soul, than by a thousand asser
tions that these promises are true, if 
he yet sees none who by their lives 
appear to believe them. Our blessed, 
holy religion which fills the heart with 
joy unspeakable, and lifts one far above 
the transitory things of time, leaving 
no room to desire the enjoyments of 
this world, is judged of by the conduct 
of those who profess but do not pos
sess it, and often longing, half-convicted 
souls turn away, feeling that they do 
not want a religion such as that. And 
so the work goes on; numbers are 
merely added without being saved, as in 
the season of a protracted meeting, 
they are glad to have found such an 
easy road to heaven, without having 
to make any sacrifices, without cutting 
off any right hands, or plucking out 
any right eyes A backslidden church 
which cries peace, peace, when there is 
no peace, is taken for an example, and 
the word of the Lord, with its admon
itions and warnings, is neglected. 
Then, in turn, these unawakened, 
worldly converts, as they are called, 
serve as examples for others, and they 
follow each other like a flock of sheep; 
not taking the word for their guide, 
they will not allow that their worldli
ness is -wrong, because this or that 
member does the same. It is to be 
feared that they will, one day, awake 
to the consciousness that they are ow-

ftdly deluded, that their feet take hold 
on the road to perdition, as they are 
still in the gall of bitterness and the 
bonds of iniquity. If there is one 
who feels that he must be faithful to 
the souls ot the people, and stands up 
for the truth—if he dares to obey God 
and do his duty in this respect, he is 
quieted by worldly-minded, backslid
den ministers who prefer the honor 
which cometh from man, and who are 
not willing that these plain truths 
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should reach the ears of the congrega
tion. They fear that they would be 
offended, and would leave the church, 
and so there would not be the same 
proceeds arising from the renting ot 
pews; and then what a position the 
minister would be in, since he relies 
upon man and not upon God. The 
truth is kept back, and the people left 
to'si umber on, rather than to be awak
ened to a true sense of their lost con
dition; the demonstrations of the 
Spirit and of power are shut out, and 
Satan left in undisturbed possession. 
Oh, if the power of God was let into 
these formal assemblies, "sinners in 
Zion would be awakened, and fearful
ness would surprise the hypocrites." 
May the Lord help, and ministers be 
awakened to a sense of their responsi-

^bility, and the terrible account they 
will have to give for not having done 
their work thoroughly, and as for the 
judgment. 

INTEMPERANCE. 

THE Washington correspondent of 
the Independent says: 

THERE was a sight to be seen in 
broad daylight a tew days ago in front 
of the Presidential mansion which 
gave those who witnessed it a shock
ing idea of the onward strides which 
the vice of intemperance has made in 
"good society" during the last few 
years. A woman clad in the richest 
and most fashionable garments, with 
diamonds flashing from her slender 
fingers in the slant western sunshine, 
sat upon the stone balustrade, unable 
to proceed on her homeward walk with
out betraying herself. At last sherose 
and started on, swaying to and.fro, and 
yet soon rested again, utterly unable to 
proceed. The carriage of a foreign 
minister passed by—the poor woman 
was noticed—and it turned, stopped, 
took in the lady, and carried her.to her 
luxurious home. For the lady is 
wealthy and occupies a high social po
sition, but she was drunk in the streets 
of Washington! Drimkenness pre

vails almost everywhere, in camp and 
court. It is that vice, above all oth
ers, that cripples the ai:my. The poor 
soldier drinks, gets drunk, and is dis
gracefully punished for it. The officer 
does the same thing, and is not eVen 
reprimanded. It would astound some 
of the sober, devout people of the free 
States to learn how many young men, 
officers in the army, have already been 
ruined by strong drink. The War 
Department is making every effort to 
prevent intoxicating liquors from go
ing to the common soldiers, but why 
does it not prohibit drinking among 
officers ? One half the brigadier gen
erals now on pay know far better how 
to swallow prodigious quantities of 
whisky than to manage a.brigade of 
troops upon the field of battle. 

PERSECUTION.—We abhor the spirit 
of persecution, and maintain, as an in
disputable truth, that every rational 
creature, has a right to worship God 
as he is persuaded in his own mind. 
But are we true to our own principles. 
So far, that we do not use fire and 
faggot, we do not persecute unto blood 
those that do not subscribe to our 
opinions. Blessed be God, the laws 
of our country do not allow this; but 
is there no such thing to be found, as 
domestic persecution? The saying or 
doing anything unkind to another for 
following his own conscience, is a 
species of persecution. Now are we 
all clear of this ? Is there no husband 
who, in this sense, persecutes his 
wife ? Who uses her unkindly in word 
or deed, for worshipping God after her 
own conscience? Do not parents 
thus persecute their children—do flot 
masters or mistresses their servants ? 
If they do this and think they do God's 
service therein, they '• must not cast 
the first stone" at the Roman Catholic. 

. WESLEY. 

GOD HAS, in his word, laid before us 
two ways,—one which by faith leadeth 
to salvation; the other, by unbelief, to-
damnation. 
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C H U R C H S I T T I N G S . 
"~ • . 

BY GAIL HAMILTON. 

fi* 

THAT system can not be right which 
shuts out the poor from hearing the 
Gospel. When the disciples of John 
would know from Christ's own lips 
whether he was indeed the Messiah, 
the Deliverer, he gave them certain 
signs whereby they might judge for 
themselves. One of these signs was, 
" the poor have the Gospel preached 
unto them." If that was a criterion in 
the days of Christ, I know no reason 
why it should not be a criterion now. 
But if it is, there are many churches 
whose creed may be profoundly ortho
dox, yet whose practise, in this respect, 
would not entitle them tb be called 
Christian churches. 

' n # # # » # » * 

If, when these structures are built, 
they are accessible only to the rich, 
tbey are not the temples of the Lord, 
but the temples of the men that built 
them. I do not see how they can be 
any. thing else but an abomination to 
the Lord. ' A majority of Christians 
profess to believe that the ordinances of 
the Sabbath day are an especial and 
paramount means of grace. If, then, 
Christians build costly churches, and 
cause that " Every door is barred with 
gold, and opens but to golden keys," 
what are they doing, but practically 
and effectually, on their own showing, 
shutting poor people away from the 
means of grace. Combining the doc
trines and customs of such churches, 
we can but arrive at the conclusion 
that it is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for a poor 
man to enter into the kingdom of hea
ven. Why should we send money to 
convert the heathen abroad, and 
shut church-doors in the" faces of poor 
Christians at home ? We do it. Pew 
rents in several—I think in many of 
our churches in our large cities are 
such as to render ifc impossible not 
only for the impoverished, but well-
nigh impossible, for any but the rich 
to obtain seats. A mechanic moving 

into the city from a country village, 
with a family to support, a clerk with 
a salary of a thousand dollars, a young 
merchant struggling for existence, can
not take a pew and go to church with 
his family. And if he stays at home, 
and gradually loses the distinctiveness 
of Sunday, if his children grow up 
without any church-home, or any of 
the influences and associations that 
always do, and always should, cluster 
around a church home—am I my 
brother's keeper ? 

How must these things look to those 
who are shut out ? The industrious 
and respectable mechanic, who has 
been trained under religious influences 
though he has not wholly yielded to 
them, and who, coming from the social 
and home like country into the city, 
naturally seeks among the first requis- v 
ites, a place where his family may w^^k-
ly worship according to their wont,— 
what does he think, how does he feel, 
as he turns away from one and another 
church because the expense will not per
mit him toenterl The poverty-stricken, 
squalid, houseless, friendless poor—do 
such customs tend to induce in them 
the belief and "the faith that Christian
ity is the common blessing of all man
kind ? How long shall the right hand 
baffle the left ? How long shall 
we declare that the Gospel is to be 
the redemption of all, tbat the good 
tidings of great joy shall be to all peo
ple, and then stall up the very place 
where that Gospel is dispensed, the 
yery place where those good tidings 
are proclaimed, as closely and exclus
ively as if salvation were the preroga
tive of moneyed men ? How long 
will it take to convert Boston, New 
York, and Baltimore at thia rate ? 

I have heard of churches where pews 
are locked, and only their owners suf
fered to enter them. May they stay 
locked to all Christian men ! O, my 
soul, come not thou into their secrets. 
Unto such assembles, mine honor, be 
not thou united I These -pew-owners, 
it must be concluded, expect to get in
to heaven through a private entrance. 
They have made a gravel path outside 
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the strait and narrow way, along which 
they may walk with stretched-forth 
neck and wanton eyes, walking and 
'mincing as they go, and so be happily 
apart from vulgar travelers toward the 
celestial city. There is a postern-gate 
remote from the thronged portals, 
which opens only to their touch. They 
have rented beforehand the stateliest 
of the many mansions, and will meet 
only their own set in the golden streets. 
Is it religion or is travesty ? 

I suppose there must be some justi
fication, some cause for this thing. If 
there is, I wish it could be brought for
ward, l a m utterly at a loss even to 
conjecture it. To me it looks eminently 
and only unchristian—directly and 
sharply opposed to the whole spirit 
of the Gospel. 

It is said that provision is made for 
, the poor; that chapels are built, in 

which they are invited to worship with
out any expense. But, God be thanked, 
the great majority of honest, hard
working northerners have too much 
dignity and self-respect to accept alms. 
They have a sensitiveness as delicate as 
that of the millionaire. They will not 
live upon his charity any more willingly 
than he will upon theirs. And this 
feeling—call it pride or what you will 
—is both a beneficial and honorable 
one. It is a bulwark against evil, and 
he intends a mischief who would do 
any thing to pull it down. A great 
majority of these people would choose 
to stay away from church altogether 
rather than become the recipients of 
charity, and who can blame them? 
Moreover, even if they were willing to 
go to the churches provided for them, 
the defect would not be remedied. We 
don't want—the world does not want— 
one church for the rich and one for the 
poor. We want a church where the 
rich and the poor meet together ; the 
Lord is the Maker of them all. In 
other respects there may, and often 
must be, distinction, but here every 
man stands—a naked soul before God. 
Christ died for all alike, heaven beck
ons to all. Alas ! is not hell from be
neath moved for" all to meet them at 

their coming ? In this matter, neither 
circumcision availeth any thing or un, 
circumcision ; but whosoever is athirst, 
let him come and drink freely, without 
money and without price. Learning, 
leasure, wit, wealth, may be the boon 
of the few, but the Gospel is the legacy 
ot humanity. Christianity cannot be 
broken into grades by earthly distinc
tion without detriment. At the feast 
of the passover, the master and slave 
alike partook; is Christianity more 
exclusive than Judaism ? Is the sal
vation of the world a less powerful sol
vent than the salvation oi" the first-born 
of the families of Israel ? If Christ 
could have washed the feet of his dis
ciples, can not those disciples tolerate 
each others' presence ? 

I believe in the very utmost leveling, 
the thorough radical democracy of the 
Bible. The only degrees it knows are 
degrees of holiness. Among them that 
are born of women, there may be no^ie 
greater than John the Baptist, yet he 
that is least in the kingdom of heaven 
is greater than he. I do not believe 
religion will be aggressive in any com
munity when it is not allowed free 
course to run and be glorified. 

The more I think of it the more it 
seems to me that our system—the sys
tem of building churches and selling, 
or renting the pews is a wrong system. 
The appearance of it is selfish. The 
idea of personal property is prominent. 
Surely every church ought to be a bea
con to every way-farer. Surely, there 
should be no self-intruding into social 
worship. As things are now, if a stran
ger moves into youi-parish, you cannot 
invite him to your church and your 
church hospitalities, without laying 
yourself open to the charge of catering 
for your own interests. You want to 
help out your society, you want his 
money to pay the expenses of the par
ish. Your hands may be ever so clean, 
but they will not look clean to a wicked 
and perverse generation. 

Why cannot the whole matter of 
church taxes be abolished, and the 
church rest entirely upon free-will 
offerings ? Why not let every man be 
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accountable to God alone for what he 
shall do—shall I use that common 
phrase—" to support the Gospel ?" No, 
for wrong words, even if they do not 
spring from wrong ideas, tend to orig
inate and perpetuate them. People do 
not support the Gospel; the Gospel 
supports them. The Gospel will live 
whether they do or do not pay their 
five or fifty or five hundred dollars to 
uphold it. The Gospel will live whether 
they attack, neglect or cherish i t ; but 
without the Gospel, the good tidings, 
there is for them no life neither in this 
world, neither in the world to come. 
Our work is not to support the Gospel, 
but to spread the Gospel and drive it 
in. 

The Gospel is no pauper, but a king. 
W e are not to dole out to it a fitful 
pittance, but march under its banners, 
conquering and to conquer. 

I would have the whole matter of 
church rates taken out of mercantile, 
and put upon missionary ground. Here 
is a Christian community ; it has built 
a costly church. If that costly church 
is open only to those who can afford 
to buy a pew in it, it would much better 
have been a pine shanty or even a can
vass tent. If the mission-of a church 
is to be subordinate to its architecture, 
then architecture is a device of the ad
versary. Let a community build a 
church, and then throw its doors wide 
open to every body—yes, to every 
body, native and foreign, black and 
white, beggar, brigand, pickpocket— 
the worse they are the more they 
ought to be in chureh—and then archi
tecture may become the handmaiden 
of the Lord. Make your church beau
tiful, if so, you may better express 
your love to God, your appreciation 
of, and your gratitude for, the beauty 
wbich he has lavished; make it at
tractive, if so, you may better lure 
outcasts into the fold, but let not os
tentation, or rivalry, or ambition-reign 
where only devotion should dwell; for 
so you shall' have no cherubim, with 
outstretched wings, hovering over the 
mercy-seat, but only a golden calf.— 
RELIGIOUS TELESCOPE. 

S A V I N G G R A C E . 

BY NOAH STOWELL. 

CAN a justified person be saved in 
heaven without being sanctified wholly? 
We answer, no ! But as the forgive
ness of sin changes the relation from a 
condemned to a justified state, and a 
measure of the Holy Spirit is given 
to witness the fact; if the soul, thus. 
pardoned, improves the light as it is 
given, justification will be retained. 
Should such a person be called to die, 
God would sanctify him uncondition
ally through the atonement, the same 
as infants, idiots, and even the heathen, 
who have not the law or even the 
Gospel. No doubt these may be 
saved, if they improve the light of 
nature and of God's Holy Spirit, which 
lighteth every man that cometh into 
the world; " for the Judge of all the 
Earth will do right." But all who 
have the light, and are taught so as to 
see clearly that it is their duty and 
privilege to be made holy in this life, 
and neglect it, lose their justification; 
for, " to him that knoweth to do good 
and doeth it not, to him it is sin." 
And, " he that committeth sin is of the 
devil." All who die in this state, be
ing unrighteous, cannot be saved : but 
we need not live in doubt as to this, 
matter; for " it is the will of God 
even our sanctification." God has said, 
" He will do it," and we may believe 
it and receive it. Glory to God for 
full salvation, and for a power that 
will " preserve us blameless until the 
coming of Christ." 

LET us not lose the Bible, but with 
all diligence, and in God's fear, read 
and preach the same, for if that remain
eth, flourisheth, and is taught, then all 
is safe. This is the head and expres
sion of all faculties and arts. 

As LONG, as Christ sits at the right 
hand of God, we shall - also be lords 
and masters over sin, death, devils, 
and all things. 
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T H E P O W E R OF PRAYER. 

BY REV. H. DONKEESLEY. 

" ELIAB was a man subject to like 
passions as we are, and he prayed 
earnestly that it might not rain and it 
rained not on the earth by the space of 

• six months. And he prayed again, and 
the heaven gave rain, and the earth 
brought" forth her fruit."—Si. James. 

" O, wond'rous power of faithful prayer.' 
"What tongue ean t ell the Almighty giraee ? 

Gud'B hands or bound, or open are. 
As Moses or Klijnh prays. 

Let Moses in tbe Spirit groan, 
And God cries out,—'Let me alone.'" 

"Blessed power of prayer ! Able, 
after a sort, to transfuse a palsy into 
the arm of Omnipotence.—Trapp. 

" Prayer conquers the -unconquera
ble, and binds the Omnipotent. This 
violence is pleasing to God."—Tertul-
lian. 

Prayer has divided seas, rolled up 
flowing-rivers, made flinty rocks gush 
into fountains, quenched flames of fire, 
muzzled lions, disarmed vipers and 
poisons, marshalled- the stars against 
the wicked, stopped the course of the 
moon, arrested the sun in its rapid 
race, burst open iron gates, recalled 
souls from eternity, conquered the 
strongest devils, commanded legions 
of angels down from heaven:. Prayer 
has bridled and chained the raging 
passions of man, and routed and de
stroyed vast armies of proud, blas
pheming, daring atheists. Prayer has 
brought one man from the bottoTO of 
the sea, and carried another in a chariot 
of fire to heaven! What has not 
prayer done ? 

Miracles of goodness, mercy, and 
grace are being daily wrought through 
the prevalence of prayer. God has 
prescribed no limits to what, on proper 
occasions, we may ask in prayer, 
neither should we. Prayer addresses 
itself to the Lord of the universe. Not 
an angel exists but ever stands ready 
to do His bidding in serving the inter
ests of those who supplicate his ai(K 

2 

Bars and bolts—guards and keepers— 
human passions and prejudices—^^legis
lative enactments, or monarchial de-
ci-ees—oppose no successful barrier 
against the victorious achievements of 
believing prayer. 

On a certain occasion a messsenger 
was sent to Luther to inform him that 
Melancthon was dying. He at once 
hastened to his sick bed, and found 
him presenting the usual premonitory 
s} mptoms of death. Luther mourn
fully bent over his friend, and, sobbing, 
gave utterance to a sorrowful exclama
tion. This roused Melancthon from 
his stupor—^he-looked into the face of 
Luther, and said, " O, Luther, is this 
yon? "Why don't you let me depart 
in peace ? " " We can't spare you yet, 
Philip," was the reply. Turning 
around, he threw himself upon his 
knees, and wrestled with God for the 
recovery of the sick man for upwards 
of an hour. He went from his knees 
to the bed, and took his friend by the 
hand. Again Melancthon said, " Dear 
Luther, why don't you let me depart 
in peaee ?" No, no, Philip, we can't* 
spare you yet from the field of labor," 
was the reply. He then ordered some 
soup, but when the sick man was 
pressed to take it he declined, again 
saying, " Dear Luther, why will you 
not let me go home and be at rest ? " 
Again, Luther replies, " We can't spare 
you yet Philip. Philip, take this 
soup, or I will excommunicate you." 
He took tbe soup—he began to grow 
better—he soon regained his wonted 
health, and labored for years after
wards, in the blessed cause of the Re
formation. When Luther returned 
home, he said to his wife, with jov, 
" God gave me my brother,Melancthon, 
back in direct answer to my prayer." 

"VVe cull the following from "Method
ism in Eames t" : 

A young lady, a tew weeks since, 
arrived in this city, (Dublin,) from 
England, on a visit to her friends; 
shortly after she was induced to attend 
the services. The word reached her 
heart, and after a severe and deep re
pentance, God spoke peace to her soul. 
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In the simplicity of her heart, she 
wrote an account of her conversion to 
her mother in Liverpool, and desired 
liberty to unite berself with the 
Methodist Church, little suspecting the 
natural enmity of the unrenewed heart. 
Her mother, a high spirited and un
converted woman, felt an instant indig
nation against her daughter, wrote her 
immediately, ridiculed the revival, 
forbade her uniting with theMethodists, 
reproached her for her weakness of 
mind, and ordered "her home. The 
young lady, alarmed at the tone of the 
letter, sent a note to the pulpit, stating 
the case in a very de*licate way, and 
requesting my (Rev. James Caughey) 
prayers, and those of the congrega
tion, for the conversion of her mother. 
We fell down before God ; faithful and 
united prayer was offered, in which, I 
believe, every pious soul joined. A 
few days after, a letter arrived from 
Liverpool, giving an account of the 
mother's conversion. On the night 
the prayer of faith was offered to God, 
•she was awakened to see herself a sin
ner on the brink of hell. " During 
the nigM," said she, " I felt as if I was 
in a furnsuje of fire." The next morn
ing God converted her soul. In that 
letter she humbly asked forgiveness of 
her daughter, the same of me, although 
she had never seen me, but it was on 
account of what she had said against 
the revival; and concluded by giving 
her liberty to join the Methodists as 
soon as she pleased, as she intended to 
do the same. 

The destruction of the French arma
ment, under the Duke d'Auville, in 
the year 1746, ought to be remember
ed with gratitude and admiration by 
every inhabitant of this country. This 
fleet consisted of forty ships of war— 
was destined for the destruction of 
New England—was of sufficient force 
to render that destruction, in the ordi
nary progress of things certain, and 
sailed from Chebuoto, in Nova Scotia, 
for this purpose. In the meantime, 
our pious forefathers, apprised of their 
danger, and feeling that their only 
safety was in God, had appointed a 

season of fasting and prayer to be ob
served in all the churches. While Mr. 
Prince was officiating in his old South 
Church, Boston, on this fast-day, and 
praying most fervently to God to avert 
the calamity, a sudden gust of wind 
arose—the day had till then been per
fectly calm—so violent, as to cause a 
loud clattering of the windows. The 
reverend pastor paused in his. prayer, 
and, looking around upon the congre
gation, with a countenance of hope, he 
again commenced, and with great devo
tional ardor, supplicated the Almighty 
to cause that wind to frustrate the ob
ject of our enemies, and save the coun
try from conquest and Popery. A 
tempest ensued, in which the greater 
part of the French fleet was wrecked 
on the coast of Nova Scotia. The 
Duke d'Auville, the principal Gen
eral, and the second in command, both 
committed suicide. Many died with 
disease, and thousands found a watery 
grave. The small number that re
mained alive returned to France with
out heart and without spirits. The 
enterprise was abandoned, and never 
again resumed. , 

About fifty yeJ^s ago, there was 
living, towards the eastern end of Long 
Island, a woman of sterling mind and 
good sense, a devoted Christian and 
praying mother. She instructed her 
children in the word of God, and prayed 
for and with them. After her decease, 
there was found in her diary this lan
guage : " This morning I rose very 
early to pray for my children, and 
especially that my sons may be min-
isteiS and missionaries of Jesus 
Christ." All of that mother's children 
—eight or nine in number—became 
hopeful Christians, all her sons became 
gospel ministers, one of whom is the 
Rev. Henry Ward Beecher. 

" Come, in thy pleading Spirit down 
To us who for tby coming stay. 

Of all thy gifts we ask but one,— 
We ask the constant power to pray: 

Indulge us Lord in thia request, 
Thou canst not then deny the reat." 

V M Y dear readers, God's threatenings 
are God's doings. 
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WALK CIRCUMSPECTLY. 

BY M ^ S . CLARISSA MACOMBEB. 

DEAR brethren and sisters, who 
have but recently experienced the great 
blessing of entire holiness, to you is 
the word of this salvation sent. How 
-often it is remarked, " I want to take 
the Bible for the man of my counsel." 
Allow me to speak a word of my ex
perience. On one occasion when I was 
.alone with God, seeking the path of 
righteousness, and pleading with Him 
to be instructed in the way, suddenly 
I seemed' pointed to a very narrow 
path just at'm.y feet, on which lay the 
precious Bible. It was open near the 
centre; asl looked upon it, for my eyes 
were riveted to it, these words were 
forcibly applied : " A lamp to thy feet 
and a light to thy path." " He may 
mn thai readeth," For a moment I 
looked away upon the narrow path 
upon which this word of God lay, and 
I saw it was an ascending path. Just 
then the Bible began slowly to move, 
along upon it, apparently half raised 
so that 1 could read as I followed hard 
by it, and the place I read was this : 
" Write the vision and make it plain 
upon tables, for the vision is yet for 
an appointed time, but at the end it 
shall speak, and not l ie; though it 
tarry. Wait for it, because it will sure
ly come, it wiU not tarry. I saw also 
this narrow way was guarded ; nothing 
could by any means get upon it that 
would defile, or work abomination, or 
make a lie, because that blessed volume 
of God's inspiration was placed mere 
for its defence. I saw that none oould 
possibly gain admission into the celes
tial city but by following that blessed 
Guide in that narrow way. The pro
phet describes it and says : " It is a 
highway and a way, and it shall be 
called the way of Holiness. No un
clean thing shall pass over i t ; but it 
shall be for the way-faring, and the 
redeemed shall walk there." Glory be 
to God. 

Dear brethren and sisters. You 
now have a clearer, purer light than 

ever before, for the light of sanctifying 
grace is shining upon you. In the 
weakness and gentleness of Christ, I 
would give a word of caution. You 
have felt the need of becoming pure in 
heart; you have sought a clean heart; 
you have obtained that for which you 
sought. You now see wh«re others 
stand, more clearly than ever before; 
so you will need much of the wisdom 
that is from above, in bearing testi
mony for full salvation—especially 
when in the presence of your brethren 
who do not come directly up to the 
standard of Gospel holiness, as you 
see it, and have experienced it, avoid
ing giving them occasion to suppose 
that you feel yourself better than they, 
and that you are judging them as being 
altogether in darkness. After all your 
sincerity and earnest endeavors to 
avoid giving occasion for any to speak 
reproachfully, there may be some who 
will be disposed to sit in harsh judg
ment upon your innocent spirit. Then 
there will be times when the enemy 
will leave no place untried about the 
citadel ot your heart—where he can 
hope to make an inroad. You will 
need to be especially guarded here, for 
that Holy Spirit is very tender—a 
word, a look, a tone of voice, will not 
unfrequently grieve it, so that it will 
take its flight. You must learn with 
meekness to bear reproach for Christ's 
sake. Another important point to be 
observed is the impression that we 
cannot be correctly instructed in the 
way of Holiness, but "by those who are 
walking directly in the light of sancti
fying grace. On this rock your hum
ble correspondent well nigh split, when 
young in the experience of the blessing. 
O, how many have cut down the ten
der plant of holiness, by indulging in. 
a spirit, of retaliation. We ought to 
be especially aware of this when, per
haps, for the time being, in our sinceri
ty we really think we are doing God 
service. 

We ought in the most scrutinizing 
manner to try the Spirits by which we 
are actuated—we may have the Spirit 
of the Blessed Master, but we shall 
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have to labor with the utmost sincerity 
for it. God hath said: " Then shall 
ye call upon me, and ye shall go and 
pray unto me, and I .will hearken unto 
you, and ye shall seek me and find me, 
when ye shall search for me with all 
your heart. Let us labor incessantly 
for all the mind which was in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. Let us examine 
closely that we do not in any wise suf
fer as evil doers, but if we suffer as 
Christians, let us not be ashamed, but 
glorify God on this behalf. Amen and 
Amen. 

\ A N E C D O T E O F J O H N 
W E S L E Y . 

D R . CAMPBELL, in the British Stan-, 
dard, of October 30, gives the follow
ing anecdote, saying : We vouch for 
its truth, as far as evidence can sustain 
anything. The ever-to-be-remembered 
Wesley, when preaching one evening 
to a crowd in Dublin, said, 'All crimes 
have been laid to my charge of which 
a human being is capable except that 
of drunkenness.' The great man, hav
ing uttered these words, paused, and 
in a twinkling a short, squat damsel, 
with somewhat tattered garments, and 
a red plaid wrapped around her head, 
started, and, at the top of her voice, 
screamed,' "You old villain, and will 
you deny it ? Didn't you pledge your 
bands to Mrs. for a noggin of 
whisky, and didn't she sell them to our 
parson's wife?' Having stated her 
case, she sat down amid a thunder-
derstruck assembly. Mr. Wesley, 
unmoved, merely ' thanked God that 
his cup was full,' and, in his own gen 
tie way, said, ' My good woman, speak 
to me at the close of this service.' The 
hardened wretch had the courage to 
do so, when Wesley, with eyes that 
penetrated the depths of humanity and 
pierced the human heart, looking "di
rectly and as lightning into hers said 
with a smile, ' How could you make 
such a statement ? ' and, without wait
ing for her reply, he put a guinea into 
her hand and left her. The poor thing 

went home, and her first act was to 
sew the guinea into her bodice, which 
modern ladies call stays. Having 
done that, she went about her affairs as 
usual till a fews daysafter,when she was 
suddenly taken .ill. Then she sent for 
a ' swaddler,' as the followers of Wes
ley were called. She exclaimed on 
seeing him,' Good little Wesley ! good 
little Wesley ! ' She then said, ' He 
gave a guinea, which I sewed in my 
bodice, to buy my coffin. If you take-
them there, and cut them up, you will 
find it. Be so kind as to carry out 
my wishes.' She again broke out, 
' Wesley ! O, Wesley ! Good little 
Wesley ! ' Thus, ever and anon, she-
cried out, with slight intervals, ' O, 
Wesley! Good little Wesley!" till 
she breathed her last. 

READ TOUR BIBLE SLOWLY.—Take 
time, even if you have but little time. 
A great mathematician once said, if 
his life depended upon solving a prob
lem in two minutes, he would spend 
one of the two in deciding how to do 
it. So in reading the Scriptures; if 
you are pressed f<ir time, (and this 
ought to be a rare case,) then spend 
the precious moments on a portion of 
a chapter. When you feel that the 
mind and heart begin to drink in the 
sentiment, even of a single verse, then 
stop and drain the heavenly chalice, 
because the Divine Spirit is filling thy 
cup. It is a true, solemn, and interest
ing thought, that we ai-e to wait, to 
linger, to tarry for the blessing to eome 
from^the word before us. 

THE GREAT art in preaching is sim
plicity. Our Lord, in his preaching, 
speaks of tilling the ground, of must
ard-seed, of vines, of sheep, and trees, 
etc., thus making use of common and 
simple similitudes. 

THE LORD'S prayer suffers more 
abuse and contumely than the greatest 
martyr on the earth. 
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VARIETIES OF CHRISTIAN 
CHARACTER. 

THERE are three classes of Christians 
•who seem to be easily distinguished 
- from each other. The first class are 
those who, destitute in a considerable 
degree of any marked spiritual mani
festations and joys, may yet be said to 
possess failh. And in the possession 
of faith, they undoubtedly have the 

-effective element of the inward life. 
•Their faith, however, is weak. Their 
•language is, "Lord I believe, help Thou 
-mine unbelief." They have but little 
strength. In general, they move feebly 
and slowly, and in some instances, 
scarcely show signs of life. Some, 
however, exhibit a little more strength 
-and activity than others; and God 
honors them by employing them in 
the smaller charges and duties of his 

-church. These cases are not without 
their encouragement. Such persons 
are often characterized by the trait of 
humble perseverance. They grow in 
grace, though not rapidly; and fre
quently become strong in the end. As 

- a general statement, they have not 
much to say in any period of their ex
perience ; but they are not wanting in 
sincerity, and they cling to the cross 
of Christ as the foundation of their 
hopes. It is seldom that they make a 
strong impression on the world; but 

'their example is generally salutary. 
These are not those that have been 
caught up to the third heavens, and 
have seen wonderful things. 

The second class are those who have 
had striking manifestations in the way 
of strong convictions and of subsequent 
great illuminations. From time to 
time, a remarkable impulse, a divine 
afflatus, if we may so express it, seems 
to come upon them, and they are 
borne on in a gale. Then comes a 

•calm ; and they temporarily make but 
little progress. Sometimes they have 
great darkness; but it is alternated with 
gleams of light. Nor is the light 
which they have always—pure and 

• calm light, which is of heavenly ori
gin ; but sometimes the red, meteor-

like glare of an earthly fire. They 
may be said to have a considerable de
gree of faith, but they evidently have 
less faith than feeling. Their mental 
history, however, under its various 
changes, partakes, in no small degree, 
of the marvellous. These persons are 
generally the marked ones—the par
ticular and bright stars in the church: 
They often have great gifts; they la
bor for God, they attract attention. 
They overwhelm by their eloquence. 
Startle by their new and sometimes 
heretical views; are denunciatory, ar
gumentative, prophetic, just as the oc
casion may call. But their move
ments are not always clear of self; 
and pride sometimes lurks at the bot
tom. They are "many men in one;" 
without true fixedness and simplicity" 
of character; but exhibiting them
selves in'different aspects, according as 
the natural or spiritual life predomin
ates. Sometimes they sink deep in 
their own nt<thingness, through the in
fluence of the Spirit of God; and 
sometimes they are up in the airy mind 
of nature's inflatibility. They are un
doubtedly very useful, aiding them
selves and others in the things of reli
gion, but it can hardly be said of them 
that iheir life is hid with Christ in God. 
They think too much of their own ef
forts and persons ; they place too high 
an estimate on human instrumentality; 
they do not fully understand the se
cret of their own nothingness; nor do 
they know, in their own experience and 
to its full extent, the meaning of self-
crucifixion. Hence their confusion 
when in their own view things do not 
go right. Hence their evident dejec
tion when the voice of the multitude 
is suddenly a little averse to them; 
hence their plans, their contrivances— 
too much like the plans and calcula
tions of human policy. They are not 
destitute of Christian graces, but they 
need more lowliness of hi art, and more 
faith. Nevertheless, they have had . 
much experience of the divine good
ness; and their memorial is often writ
ten in multitudes of grateful hearts. 

A third class are those whose life 
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may emphatically be said to be a life 
of faith, attended -with an entire renun
ciation and crucifixion of self Faith 
is not perfect until self is crucified, and 
the perfect converse is equally true, 
that perfect faith necessarily results in 
entire self-renunciation. 

In the second class of persons, which 
has been mentioned, the spiritual life 
mingles more or less, and perhaps in 
nearly equal proportions, with the 
tendencies and activities of nature. 
The fire which blazes up from their 
hearts, and which often casts a broad 
light upon the surroun^yig multitude, 
is a mixed fire, partly from heaven 
and partly from earth. The natural, 
unholy principles are not extinct; but 
can only be said to be partly purified, 
and to be.turned into a new channel. 
Hence they will oftentimes fight for 
God with the same zeal, and almost 
in the same manner that wordly men 
fight for their temporal and wordly 
objects; with great earnestness, with 
an unquiet and turbulent indignation, 
and sometimes with a cruelty of at
tack which vents itself in misrepresen
tation, and which persecutes even to 
prison and death. 

But the class of Christians, to whom 
we are now attending, having their 
souls fully fixed in God by faith, can
not consent to serve their heavenly 
Father with the instruments which 
Satan furnishes. They sow the seed; 
but their faith is in the God of the 
harvest, and they know that all will 
be well in the end. They are not in
active; but they move only at God's 
command, and in God's way ;. and are 
fully satisfied with the result, which 
God may see fit to give. At the com
mand of the world, or of a wordly 
spirit, they would not " turn upon their 
heel to save their life." But to God 
they hold all in subjection ; and they 
rest calmly in the great central power. 
These are men ofa grave countenance; 
of a retired life, except when duty calls 
to public action ; of few words, sim
ple manners, and inflexible principle. 
They have renounced self; and they 
naturally seek a low place, remote 

from public observation and unreach
ed by human applause.- When they 
are silent to human hearing, they are 
conversing with God; when they open 
their lips and speak, il is the message 
which God gives, and is spoken witb 
the demonstration of the Spirit. When 
they are apparently inactive they are 
gaining strength from the Divine 
Fountain; drinking nourishment into 
the inmost soul. And when they 
move, although with a quiet step, the 
heart of the multitude is shaken and 
troubled at their approach, because 
God moves with them. There is no 
thunder, but the still small voice ; no 
smoke, but consuming fire. 

These are the men of whom martyrs 
are made. When the day of great 
tribulation comes, when dungeons are 
ready, and fires are burning, then God 
permits his children, who are weak in 
the faith, to stand aside. Then the illu
minated Christians,those who live in re
gions of high emotion, rather than o f 
quiet faith, who have been conspicuous 
in the world of Christian activity, and 
have been as a pleasant and loud song, 
and in many things have done nobly, 
will unfold to the right and the left, 
and let this little company, of whom 
the world is ignorant, and whom it 
cannot know, come up from their se
cret places to the great battle of the 
Lord. To them the prison is as ac
ceptable as the throne; the place of" 
degradation as the place of honor. 
They eat of the " hidden manna;" and 
they have the secret name given them, 
which no man knoweth. Ask them 
how they feel, arid they will, perhaps,-
be startled, because their thoughts are 
thus turned from God to themselves. 
And they will answer by asking, what-
God wills ? They have no feeling sep
arate from the will of God. All,, 
high and low, all joy and sorrow, all 
honor and dishonor, all friendship and 
enmity, are brought to a level; and 
are merged and lost, in the great reali
zation of God present in the heart. 
Hence chains and dungeons have no 
terrors ; a bed of fire is a bed of" 
down. 
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I t is here in this class that we find 
the great grace of sanctification—:a 
word, alas, too litt le understood by the 
church. These are they, who, in the < 
true spirit of self crucifixion, live by 
fa i th and f a i th o n l y . — U P H A M . 

THROUGH DEATH TO LIFE. 

HAVE yon heard the tale of the Aloe plant, 
Away in tbe sunny clime ? 

By humble growth of an hundred years 
I t reaches ita blooming time; 

And then a wondroua bud at its crovm 
Breaks ont into thousand flowers: 

Thia floral queen, in its blooming seen, 
la the pride of the tropical bowers. 

But tbe plant to the flower ia a aacrifice. 
For it blooms but once, and in blooming dies. 

Bave you farther heard of thia Aloe plant. 
That grows in tbe aunny clime. 

How every one of ita thousand flowers, 
As they drop in thd blooming time. 

Is an infant plant that fastens ita roots 
ID the place where it falla on the ground; 

•And aa fast as they drop from the dying stem. 
Grow lively and lovely around ? 

By dying it liveth a thousand-fold 
In the young that spring from the death of the 

old. 

Have you beard tbe tale of the pelican, 
Xhe Arabs' Gimel el Babr, 

Tbat lives in tbe African solitades 
"Where the birds tbat live lonely are 7 

Have you heard bow it loves ita tender young. 
And carea and toils for their good ? 

.It brings tbem water from fountains afar, 
•And fishes the seas for.their food. 

In Gunine it feeds them:—wliat love can de^ 
vise!;— 

The blood of its bosom, and feeding tbem dies. 

Have yon heard the tale they tell of the swan. 
The snow white-bird of the lake? 

It noiaeleasly floats on the silvery wave, 
I t silently aits in the brake ; 

For it aavea its song till the end oflife. 
And then, in the soft, still even, 

'Mid the golden light of the setting aun, . 
It ainga as it soars into heaven! 

And the blessed notes fall back from the skies: 
Tig its only song, for in ainging it dies. 

Ton bave heard these tales; shall I tell yon 
one, 

A greater and better than aU f 
.Have you heard of Him whom the heavens 

adore. 
Before whom the hosts of them fall? 

How he left the choirs and anthems above. 
For earth in its wailings and woea. 

To sufi'er tbe shame aud the pain ofthe cross, 
And die for the life of his foes 7 

O Prince ofthe noble! O Snfi'erer divine! 
"What sorrow and sacrifice equal to tbine? 

Have you heard this tale— t̂he best of them 
all— 

The tale of the holy and true; 
He dies, but bis life, in untold soula. 

Lives on in the wo^d anew 7 
His seed prevaila, and ia filling the earth. 

As tbe stars fill the skies above; 
He taught us to yield up the love oflife. 

For the sake of tbe life of love. 
His death ia our Ufe, His loss is our gain. 
The joy for the tear, the peace for the pain. 

Now bear these tales, ye weary and worn, 
"Who for others do give up your all; 

Our Saviour Iiath told you the seed tbat would 
grow. 

Into earth's dark bosom must fall— 
Moat paas from the view and die away. 

And tben will the fruit appear: 
The grain that seems loat in the earth below 

"Will return many fold in the ear. 
By death comes life, by loaa comes gain, 
Tfae joy for the tear, tbe peace for tfae pain. 

—HENRY HARBOUGH. 

A T THE late meeting of one of the 
Conferences in Massachusetts, an essay 
was read, on " The duty of Christians 
to make visits among their brethren, 
and in the surrounding country, for reli
gious purposes." The reporter adds :— 
" The novelty of thesubject, and the hap
py manner in which it was treated, 
secured the attention of the audience, 
and prepared the way for a lively and 
protracted discussion." Nothing more 
than this is needed to show how far 
churches have departed from the pr im
itive type of piety, when Christians 
" went every where, preaching the 
word." Now this is a " novel subject 1" 
W e hope it will not be such long. 
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HOLINESS TO THE LORD. 

BY BEV. D . P . NEWTON. 

SUPPOSE, brother ministers, you 
continue to hush the question of "holi-

. ness to the Lord," and let your people 
go on, as they have been, in a cold, 
formal, state—sinning and repenting, 
resolving and re-resolving—what do 
you gain by this policy ? Will things 
grow better? Will the people, over 
whom you preside as pastor, make any 
advances in the divine.life, while you 
are thus halting between^two opinions, 
neglecting a known and positive duty ? 
Have you not waited too long already ? 
Had you commenced, in the outset of 
your pastoral labors, to preach holiness 
to the Lord, and brought home to every 
heart, powerfully, the indispensable 
duty, the glorious privilege of living 
wholly for God—of giving up all for 
Christ—would you not have accom
plished infinitely more in the cause of 
truth, in the salvation of sinners, and 
the building up of Zion in her most 
holy faith ? Would . not Christ have 
been more highly honored, and you 
and your charge enjoyed in a far greater 
degree the grace and smiles of your 
Heavenly Father? 

" Herein is my Father glorified, that 
ye bear much fruit, so shall ye be my 
disciples." 

Brother, do you know there is sonie-
thing wanting in the churches, every 
where ? That God's professed people, 
getierally,are in a back-slidden state, liv
ing far beneath their privileges ? That 
Zion languishes, and few, comparative
ly, come to her solemn feasts ? Very 
many professing Christians are dissat
isfied with their present attainments; 
they feel and know there is something 
better for them in the Gospel, that it 
is an evil and a bitter thing to sin 
against God. They look into the Gos
pel record and mark the foot-steps of 
Paul and the primitive disciples flying 
on wings of faith and hope and love. 
They hear the language of Paul to the 
Thessalonians, saying, " the very God 
of peace sanctify you wholly ; and I 

pray God your whole spirit, and soul, 
aud body, be preserved blameless, un
to tho coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." "And this is the will of 
God, even your sanctification." On 
reading these, and a multitude of simi
lar passages on the subject of entire 
and unreserved devotedness to God's ^ 
service, they are constrained to believa: 
that Jesus Christ did, in very deed, 
come to destroy the works of the devil, 
and that it is their privilege and duty 
to accept this offered mercy. 

This inquiring spirit, in regard to the 
blessed doctrine of holiness, is increas
ing more aud more in every evangelical 
denomination of Christians. The hand 
of the Lord is in it. The church must 
arise, shine, and put on her beautiful 
white robe. The world calls for it. 
All heaven — all earth — cries out, 
"Awake to righteousness and sin ijot." 
Brother, why delay ; why hesitate a 
moment to embrace, with all your 
heart, this super-abounding grace, and 
to publish it? God is waiting fbr this! 
your people need this heavenly manna. 
There may be some at this very time 
in your congregation, hungering and 
thirsting after this inner life, this 
tongue of fire—longing and praying 
for you to open your lips wide in de
claring "all the words of this life." 
Beloved, will you do i t ; will you 
obey God now in this matter— 
comnience this very day, this very 
hour, to honor God by preaching holi
ness to the Lord, entire sanctification, 
or perfect love? Will you be in 
earnest about it, definite, positive, 
heart-searching? Make it a special, 
indispensable thing—something to be 
done note ? Will you bring it home 
to every heart with power; pour in 
the liquid fiame of holy inspiration 
touching this question—come life, coine 
death? Willyouletyour people know, 
and sinners know, that your soul is 
alive and on fire with this glorious 
truth ? 

Will you publish this blessed 
Bible doctrine, sound it out, and keep 
sounding it out, till heaven and earth 
shall hear ? 
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FAITH TRIED. 

B Y R E V . IRA G. GOULD. 

* ^ U 

O, Glory to God! I am saved; 
and, O, the meaning of that little word. 
I am filled with salvation, and it clothes 
me about as a garment. It is right-
_̂ usness, as the waves of the sea, anf 

.peace that flows as a river, past under
standing, and joy in the Hol>' Ghost, 
which is full, perfect and abiding. O, 
this is life! Life eternal. " He that 
believeth on me hath everlasting life.' 
This is Christ within, the hope of glory. 
I have been in the furnace of trial, for 
some time past. O, how my faith has 
been tested. I never befi)re had such 
a severe and constant trial of it. But, 
bless God, He gives me grace to stand, 

V t<-> lie quietly in his hand, as clay in 
the hand of the potter; yea, to rejoice 
evermore, to pray without ceasing, and 
in everytbing to give thanks. This is 
proving an increase of my faith. I am i 
proving that the trial of faith is more) 
precious than gold. The trial of my 
faith worketh patience. It lets pa-
tienTie to work, and by exercise it be
comes stronger. It lets it bave per
fect work, all she can do,—her hands 
full. 

Patience sets experience to work. 
I am getting a richer experience 
than I ever had before,—an un
derstanding of the way. This sets 
hope in exercise. An expectation of 
more grace is inspired. This makes 
ine not ashamed of my confidence in 
God, and assures me that they that 
trust'in Him, shall not be confounded, 
for just at this point of experience, the 
love of God is shed abroad in my 
heart by the Holy Ghost, which is 
given unto me. How wonderful the 
ways of God ! The more faith I have, 
the more of the Spirit I receive; for 
faith is always receptive, and in propor
tion to its capacity. The greater the 
faith, the greater the blessing, and the 
greater the trial, the greater the faith. 
Faith feeds and fats on trials. Give 
it none, and it so.on becomes weak and 
dies for want of nourishment. Those 

Christians of the severest trials are the 
most remarkable for faith, while those 

• professors of religion that have no 
trials of faith—have no faith. Faith 
is the bond of connection, between the 
soul and Christ. God strengthens this 
bond by letting the devil pull upon it. 
Thus He makes the wrath of the devil 
to praise Him. He sometimes per
mits the devil to pull so severely and 
protractedly, that it seems it would be 
snapped in twain, and we be severed 
from Christ. But He knows the 
strength of that bond, and will not suf
fer us to be tempted above what we 
are able to bear; He says to the devil, 
"Thus far shalt thou go and no 
farther." The trial of our faith, then, 
is an index to our grace. If we be 
tried severely, it is because we have 
much -grace and stronjr faith. God 
never mistakes and suffers the devil to 
try us above our strength. Is there 
not reason then for heeding tho 
Apostles's exhortation, " My brethren, 
count it all- joy, when ye fall into 
divers temptations."—Jas. 1., 2. The 
trial of faith is an evidence of faith, 
and of union with Christ. Shall we 
not then rejoice in trial ? And if tbe 
trial be the severest, shall we not re
joice the most? Is it not through 
much tribulation that we are to enter 
into the kingdom of heaven ? When 
do we grow in grace faster than when 
in trial ? This is the means of grace, 
for it enlarges our faith. Hold still, 
then, in trial, wait patiently on the 
Lord, and when He sees his own 
image reflected from your heart. He 
will take you from the furnace, pure 
gold, settled, established, strengthened, 
and thoroughly furnished unto every 
good work. 

THERE are some philosophers who, 
in the matter of Christ and Belial, say, 
that on both sides there should bo 
yielding. Let them try, and do what 
they can, and do not grudge them their 
pains; for if they make the devil re
ligious, and one with God, they will 
be the first who could. 
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G E M S 

BEATEN OIL.—Satan proposes to 
abate the activity of a minister of the 
gospel, whose powerful preaching is 
making a breach in "the gates of hell." 
He has vainly endeavored to stop him, 
in his work, by discouragements, byN 
vain glory, by the hatred of the world. 
He then has recourse to Scripture, and 
says, Man of God, wby are you at so 
much pains about the spiritual food 
which you should give to your people. 
Can you not say things true, holy and 
wholesome, without thus wasting 
strength over your Bible and your 
books? Go more simply to work. 
Trust to the fluency of speech God has 
given you, surrender yourself up to 
the Holy Spirit, and say what he puts 
in your heart. Thus will you honor 
the Lord more, to say nothing of the 
extra time you will gain for His ser
vice. It is written, " It shall be given 
you in that same hour what ye shall 
speak, for it is not ye that speak, but 

- the Spirit of your Father which 
speaketh in you." This, my friends, 
is a snare nicely adjusted to your na
tural indolence. If you fall into it, 
you will have reason to fear lest your 
preaching should be struck with imbe
cility, as has been the case with so 
many of God's servants, who, under 
specious pretexts, .dispense with trou
blesome work, in order to indulge in 
spontaneous effusions which cost no 
effort. But here is your deliverance. 
Answer: " It is also written. Give at
tendance to reading, to exhortation, to 
doctrine Neglect not the gift that is 
in thee; take heed unto thyself and 
unto the doctrine; for in so doing thou 
shalt save thyself and them that bear 
thee."—MoNOD. 

H K THAT doubts in his heart while 
he prays, tempts God, for he doubts 
the willingness and grace of God; his 
prayer is nothing; he gropes after 
God like the blind man after the wall. 
Concerning confidence of faith, John 
speaks in his 1st Epistle (v, 14, 15,) 

Him." With thfese words he de
scribes how certain a believing heart 
is in prayer; he thinks, verily, that he 
has been heard and his petition granted. 
This is true : but such faith and certain 
confidence the Holy Ghost must give; 
therefore, without the Holy Ghost, no 
right prayer is offered. 

HOLINESS.—We know, indeed, thin ^ 
wrong opinions in religion, naturally 
lead to wrong tempers, or wrong prac
tices, ahd that consequently, it is our 
bounden duty to pray, that we may 
bave a right judgment in all things. 
But still a man may judge as accurate
ly as the devU, and yet be as wicked 
as he. 

Something more excusable are they, 
who imagine holiness to consist in 
things that are only a part of it, (that 
is when they are connected with the 
rest, otherwise they are no part of it 
at all,) suppose in doing no harm, and 
how exceedingly common is this? 

iHow many take holiness and harm-
lessness to mean one and the same 
thing ? f When, whereas, were a man as 
harmless as a post, he might be as far 
from holiness as beaven from earth^ 
Suppose a man, therefore, to be exact
ly honest, to pay every one his own, to 
cheat no man, to wrong no man, to 
hurt no man, to be just in all his deal
ings. Suppose a woman to be uniform
ly modest and virtuous in all h'er 
words and actions: Suppose the one 
and the other to be steady practicers 
of morality; tbat is, of justice, mercy 
and truth: yet, all this, though it is 
good, as far as it goes, is but a part of 
Christian holiness. Yea, suppose a 
person of this amiable character to do 
much good wherever he is, clothe the 
naked, releive the stranger, the sick, 
the prisoner, yea, and to save many 
souls from death, it is possible he may 
still faU short of that holiness, without 
which no man can see the Lord.-
WESLKT. 

I WOULD wish you 
ligion which makes 

• And this is the confidence we have in | word, a look, a tone of voice! 

to bave that re-
conscience of a 
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PREACH THE WORD. 

•Men need the Gospel. They are dying for 
want of i t There never was as much elo
quent, learned, and inatmctive preaching in 
the land aa at the preaent day. Yet compara
tively bot little ia efi'ected. Sin is daily grow
ing bolder and more aggressive. "Vice ob
trudes itaelf at every comer. "Vital godlineas 

' ia rarely to be found. A vaat multitude out
side of tbe churchea, and inside of the 
cburches, ia going down tothe regiona of dark 
deapair. A form of godlinesa ia made to take 
the place of a living Chriat within the aoul, 
and money given through aome of the various 
organized channels of benevolence, aervea aa 
a aubstitute for the fruita of the Spirit. Thua 
the conacience ia quieted, and the poor, self-
deceived, lukewarm professor passes on in a 
respectable manner down to bell. 

If a reformation ia efi'ected, it muat be 
through the agency of the preaching of tbe 
GoapeL Thia worka every neceaasry outward 

( reform, by touching the springs of action. If 
the affections are sanctified, the will subdued, 
and the intellect illaminsted by the Holy 
Ghost, tbe ontward life cannot be essentially 
wrong. Let a man be ao saved tbat he is 
ready any moment for heaven, and be can be 
depended upon for any of the ordinary or ex
traordinary duties of. life. Inward Baivation 
is the great want of the charch. The tree of 
evil is of luxurioua growth, and while tbe 
preacher ia lopping ofi' a branch here and 

. there, others still more unaeemly, are growing 
and hardening on the oppoaite aide. The only 
proper way is to lay the axe at the root of the 
tree. Salvation from all sin should be insisted 
open. 

Tbe great, fundamental doctrines of the 
Bible must be proclaimed in thunder tones. 
I D tfae days when the^ulpit controlled, and in 
a great measure, formed public opinion, the 
preacher had an excuse for dwelling npon the 
popular topics of the day. But now the news
paper is common. It is read much more than 
the Bible is. Tbe people are much better 
veraed in politics than they are in theology. 

"When they go to the house of God tbey should 
be made to feel that tbey bave interests' at 
stake of far more overwhelming importance 
than the success of armies, or the establish
ment, or the overthrow of nations. Heaven 
and hell should be presented as realities, in 
which every one has a deep and abiding in
terest. How little are the teachings of the 
Bible respecting man's future destiny under-
atood, and appreciated by tbe mass of atten
dants upon even orthodox churches l It is 
astonishing how readily they drink in error 
upon this aubject, especially when apparently 
sustained by an array of Scripture texts! 

"We are not of those who think that religion 
baa nothing to do with a man's conduct in po
litical or commercial life. It has everything. 
He who does not aerve God at tbe counter, 
and at the ballot-box, does not serve him any
where. But we object to making honesty, or 
temperance, or anti-slaveryism, a substitute 
for the Kingdom of God within ua. All our 
dutiea ahould be considered in tbe light that 
comea from above, and as afi'ecting our des
tiny forever. 

Men need to be converted. They must be 
bom of the Spirit, or be damned. There is, 
there can be no doubt about this matter. 
Human nature ia corrupt, and it muat be re
generated. 2fot a day paases but that human 
depravity ia moat fearfiilly exemplified before 
us, but still the doctrine is stoutly denied. 
Many are dying of self-complacency. They 
admit tbat they are not quite aa good aa they 
ought to be, bnt deny that they are bad enough 
to be loat, unleas they become new creaturea in 
Christ Jesns. Let na have clearly presented 
the teachings ofthe Bible upon this subject. 

O, for ministers baptized with the Holy 
Ghost to preach the word! If they are educa
ted, so mnch the better; bnt if they can bare
ly read their text, and know the way to the 
cross, and how to lead men there, let them go 
forth weeping, bearing the precion#seed, and 
they ehall, doubtle^, come again with re
joicing, bringing their sheaves with them. 

J U S T I F I C A T I O N AND SANCTIFICATION. 

These are not so far apart as many ima
gine. They bear abont tbe same relation to 
each other, that a weed cut off", does to a weed 
pulled up bythe roots. The one may be com
pared to a piece of land just cleared ofi" with 
the stomps still lemainiag, the other to a field 
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from which every root has been extracted. 
Both bear frait of an equally good quality, 
but the latter ia more eaaily cultivated, and 
yields the more abundant harvest. The jnati
fied soul doea not commit sin, but be feels sin 
still remaining, against which he is compelled 
to fight that he may retain the mastery. The 
eanctified ia deUvered from all evil tempera—; 
no wrong temper—none contrary to love re
maina in the aoul. All hia thoughta, worda 
and actions are governed by pnre love. The 
temptations of tbe sanctified, for they are often 
most fiercely assailed,—are of external origin. 
A skillful general de8ire.3 most tbe destruction 

. of those forces that can harm bim moat Satan 
ia an able and artful warrior. He lays his 
deepeat plots, and exerts his mightiest ener
giea for the overthrow of those who are seek
ing to follow the Lord fully, knowing tbat 
through them hia kingdom sufi"ei-s ita greatest 
losses. If any one in probation aupposea bim-
eelt beyond the reach of temptationa, he is 
either already within the grasp of Satan, or 
he is most wofully deceived. But he whose 
" life is hid with Christ iu God," feels secure, 
though Satan rages. Tho merely justified 
bas to meet, not only the onsets of Satan, but 
is compelled to struggle against tbe remaining 
corruptions of his own heart. The one haa 
both a civil and foreign war to carry on at 
once; tbe other haa a foreign war alone. 
Beloveda, haaten to the fountain that ia open
ed for sin and uncleanness. Thia ia the will 
of God, even your aanctification. Give your
self no rest until you know and feel that the 
blood of Jesus cleanses you from all sin. 

THE NEW YEAR. 

To all our readera we wiah a happy New 
"!f ear! May Heaven bleaa you with all needed 
bleasings for soul and body ! 

Tbe past year has been an eventful one for 
our country. The most gigantic^^ivil war 
that the World has ever witnessed, has been, 
and still is, raging among us. But God bas 
in wrath remembered mercy. The cause of 
our natiou has, on the whole, greatly ad
vanced, and the power of tbe oppressors has 
been terribly weakened. Our arms have pro
bably met with as great succeas aa waa con-
siatent witb tbe welfare of the enslaved. 60^ 
baa undertaken to free the bondmen, and He 
will never give peace to the nation until this 
is accomplished. He has heard their cries 

and groans, and wittlead tbem into freedom, 
if it be through a sea red with blood. 

Many who, one year ago, were joyons with 
life, have finished their courae. Some who 
stood with us in battling for tbe cause of God, 
have received tbe summons, " Come up high
er." Many have fallen on the field of battla 
in defence of our beloved country. 

"Who of ua shall finish our work before the 
close of this new year 1 'Let ua renew onr 
vows to live more entirely for God. Make a 
more complete surrender to tb6 blessed Sa
viour, look to have the cleansing blood ap
plied, and let every hour of tbe remainder of 
life be employed, aa will pleaae the Judge be-
lore whoae bar we muat shortly stand. 

Everywhere, sanctified men and women ara 
needed to represent Jesus and plead bis cause 
before a dying world. WiU you be wholly tha 
Lord's ? Commence, then, from thia very hour. 
Get upon your knees and never leave them until 
you are endued with power from on high. 

MEETINGS IN N E W YORK. 

"We held meetinga about two weeka laat 
month iu a hall on Eighth Avenue, between 
20th and Slat streets. New York city. "Wa 
found a people hungry for a gospel that showa 
no respect to persons, and proffers to save, to 
the uttermost, all who embrace its gracious 
provisions. Though proclaimed in weakness, 
it was made the power of God to the salva
tion of precious souls. The kindnesa of lb« 
people we shall never forget. Tbe Lord ao-' 
compliabed a good and gracious work, and the 
fmit Will, we doubt not, be seen after many-
days. New York, Uke all our large cities and 
towns where the churchea have run into a re
ligious aristocracy, greatly needs a revival of 
primitive Christianity. Here ia the moat pro-
miaing field we ever aaw, ripe for the harvest. 
According to the Christian Advocate and Jour
nal there are not quite one half aa many 
Methodiata in New York 6ow, in proportion 
to the population, as there were forty-three 
yeara ago. Then one out of every thirty-eight 
of tbe population was a Methodist; now only 
one ont of every eighty-two. Then they were 
a plain, hnmble, persecuted people,—the 
churches were free and tbe poor were wel
come. Now tbey have splendid edifices, al
most boundless wealth, and fashionable con
gregations ; but where ia the power to reach 
the maaaes and lead them to Chiist, that tfaey 

L 
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had forty years ago? 4 $ ^ religious destitu
tion of our large cities should excite the deep
est sympathies of our natures. Nothing but 
the Gospel in its purity and power can aave 
na from a state worse than common heathen-
iam. Thia can never be hnd in pewed 
churchea, controlled, aa they are, by money. 
"We must have free churchea, where rich aud 
poor can meet together and worship the one 
Lord, in Spirit and in truth. 

TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

"We feel obliged to our friends who favor ns 
witb articlea eiiitable for our columna. "We 
have a few suggestions to make. "Write com
pactly. Afler your article ia finished, look it 
over' and see how much pmning it will bear. 
Leave out everything that does not contribute 
to deepen the impression you would make. 
Ooe of the best English writers says: " As a 
general mle strike out one half of what you 
have written; yoo have no idea what vigor it 
will give to y^ur style." See if your introduc
tion cannot be omittod altogether. Introduc
tions are often to an article what a scafi'old is 
to a building; necesaary to work from, but 
to be taken down wben the edifice is comple
ted. Take pains. Tbe EARNEST CHRISTIAN 
is not a newspaper, read hastily and thrown 
aside; it is a book, in many cases, if not most, 
bound and preserved; and we desire to. have 
it filled with articles of permanent value. In 
writing for it, then, do the best you can. Ke-
write your article, if necesaary. It ia said 
that Pascal, one of tbe best writers of tbe laat 
century, re-wrote aome of the Provincial Let
ters, so justly celebrated, seventeen times. 

2. "Write in the Spirit Ours is not a Ute
rary magazine merely. "We do not publish 
any articles fur the auoaement of our read
ers. Our one deaire is to make them better 
—to lead them to live wholly for God. If you 
help in thia work, you muat draw your inapi
ration from the throne. 

3. "We bave a large number of long articles 
on band. We shall select from them as our 
space will permit. Short articles to tbe point 
are in place always. We muat give a variety. 
I t would not anawer to fill our pages witb ex
periences however good they may be. One or 
two in each number will be all, perhaps, that 
would be profitable. 

4. We bave bad quite a number of obitoary 
notices sent ng; some in prose, ahd some in

verse. We should love dearl}* to gratify 
our friends, but unleas there ia something re
markable, eitber in the life or death of an indi
vidual, few, but the personal acquaintances of 
the deceased would feel .an interest in the per
usal of obituary ooticea. Will our fnenda ap
preciate onr situation in thia reapect, and send 
us nothing for insertion, that they think would 
not be of general iaterest 

5. In all casea give your names. No re
spectable journal pays any attention to anony
mous communicationa. It may not be neces
sary in all cases to publiah tbe names of the 
writers, but it is necessary to give them to ns. 

THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN. 

We feel humbled in the dust before the 
Lord, in view of all he is doing through the 
instmmentality of these pages. Thanks be to 
His name! We will be more faithful to his 
grace, and strive, by Hia aasiatauce, to make 
thia Magazine a greater blessing to soula. 

Ona writes us from lUinois: 

" I send yon three dollara for the EARNEST 
CHRISTIAN, the best paper I ever saw, ex
cept the Bible. I tmst to more than double 
that number soon. L. A. S. 

An old pilgrim writea na from Ohio: 

" Beloved Brotlier:—I send you a few Unes 
to let you know that I want your paper con
tinued, for I would not give it for a dozen cir
cuit preachers. There is so Uttle reUgion in 
the world tbatlfear you cannot stand it mnch 
longer. Were one-tenth tbat is spent to do 
no good, appUed for the aupport of your work, 
it would be well sustained. It I could apare 
the money, I would take a score of thein and 
give to my neighbors. 

" I hope the mighty God will keep you till 
your work is done, and you arrive safe home 
in glory, and I hope to meet you there." 

K. D. 

CAMP NEAR N E W I B E R I ^ X J I . , > 

Dec. 9,1S63. J 
Dear Bro. Roberts;—I love God and he 

saves me today. I have been able to receive 
tbe EARNEST CHRISTIAN ever since I have 
been in the war. I send two new subscribers, 
and will, by the help of God ever be trying to 
do good. 

Yours, in Jesns, 
ISAAC O. BREWSTER. 

.A # 
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FORTMCHENRY, BALTIMORE, MD. 

Dec 8,1863. 
Dear Bro. Roberts .—This evening I have 

been reading that blessed Uttle book, the 
Eamest Christian, wihich I take and have 
taken ever since it has been published. There 
are many in tbe regiment who love to read i t 
Mine ia read untU they are almost worn out. 
Eeligion is pretty low in thia regiment, but 
glory to God, there are a few of ua even here 
in aerviee, who havejiot defiled our garmenta. 
Jeaua ia with ua, but we have to take him 
witb reproach. 

As for myself. Glory to Jesus! he has kept 
me all this time, and to-night I can realize 
tbat the blood of Jesus^ cleanses me from all 
Bin. It is my honest conviction that if I had 
been only justified when I came into the army 
I wonld not have been able to stem the tide 
of sin, together with aU the roots of evU that 
were in my own heart previoua to the tune I 
experienced the blesaing of sanetification.— 
I ahaU praise God for holineas as long aa I 
Uve i I beUeve he wiU preserve me blameless 
tdU hia coming. Glory to Jesus for the appU-
cataon of his blood day by day. 

W M . MCKEARNIN. 

REVIVALS. 

OGLE, DI., Dec. 12,1863. 
Dear Brother Reberts:—I have just return

ed from Truiton, where we are, by the bles
sing of God, having a glorious revival of old 
fashioned reUgion. God ia doing the work; 
conaequently, it ia being done thoronghly. 
Wben I left, some forty had been saved, and 
eW the work was going on. Stout hearted 
sinners are nightly coining to tbe altar of 
prayer, weeping and crying for mercy. Cold 
hearted professora acknowledged tbat their 
profesaiona of holineaa had been a refuge of 
Uea, and tbat inatead of enjoying tbe blessing 
of perfe^^love, tbey were not even enjoying 
the b les^g of justification. "Praise the 
Lord, O, my soul," and aU that ia within me, 
praiae His holy name. People come eight or 
ten miles, and after the house waa crowded 
to ita utmost capacity, from thirty to fifty 
wagon loads would have to go home. Laat 
Sabbath night they built firea out side of the 
boose and stayed as many, or more than were 
inside. The Lord is working mightUy, and tfae 
devU ia marshalling aU his hosts. They want 

protracted meetings in three or four other 
placea around there. 

Tmlyipura, TJ. C. E O E . 

RANDOLPH CENTER, N . Y. 

Dear Bro. Robots :—You remember I de. 
dared at tbe Cazenovia Camp Meeting that 
God had revealed to me that he would revive 
hia work at Higly HoUow, one of tbe places 
where we had meetings. He has grafciously 
been pleased to do so. We have seen signal 
displays of God's power. Fifty, or over, have 
professed to be converted, or reclaimed, and 
aeveral .sanctified, and the work, against much 
oppoaition, is stiU progressing slowly. To 
God be aU the glory. 

Yours in Christ, 

MARY Y. BLATCHLY. 

HAMMOND GENERAL HOSPITAL, 
Point Lookout, Md., Deo. 15,1863. 
Dear Bro. Roberts:—I feel it my duty to 

inform you what the Lord is doing in thia 
place. Soon after I came, I was informed 
that there waa a prayer meeting in the grove, 
started by Bro. Huie. I waa happy to attend 
and to form etn acquaintance witb bim. Hia 
great inquiry appeara to be," How can I moat 
succeaafuUy prepare for a happy state after 
death? " He carries tbe Holy Spirit with him 
wherever he goes. Professors of religion were 
stirred up to a sense of their duty, and became 
interested in theae meetinga. The Divine in
fluence apread; and we are now ezperieneing 
a great revival of reUgion. Many of those 
who, to aU appearance, were beyond the reach 
of hope, have been brought to the foot of the 
cross Sioners are coming to tbe Lord daily. 
Boman Catholics are finding that tbey can 
have their sins forgiven without going to the 
prieat. The old chaplain has left. There waa 
too much of the pow^r of God manifested to 
suit him. He waa afraid it waa catehing. 

TeU the readera of your EARNEST CHRIS
TIAN that aoldiers are not only being justified, 
bat they are being saved from aU sin. Glory 
to God for this salvation that can save to tha 
uttermost. While I write I feel the cleansing 
blood coursuig through every avenue of my 
heart. We, poor soldiera, beg an intereat in 
yonr prayera, and in the prayera of God's tme 
chUdren. 

Your brother in Chriat 

C. B. SHODES. 
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A Soldier—a belo^^ Brother in Jeaus 
writes: 

|f. , "VICKSBURG, i^ia., Nov. 15,1863. 
Set). B. T. Roberts .-—Dear Bro. in Christ: 

Of late s few of ua belonging to the 1st brigade 
of Gen. Logan's fighting division, aaaembled 
and organized what we caUed a Union Army 
Chnrch. "Wben we firat met we had only five 
membera. But now we nnmber upwarda of 
fifty in the clasa, and aome new bom souls. 
Praise the Lord. To God give all tbe glory. 
We meet every Sunday and Wednesday eve
nings for prayer. Sabbath afternoon we have 
a Bible clasa. Every time we meet, the Lord 
blesses ns. Yes, praise his name; others come 
in; aouls are converted, professors renewed, 
and aU fee^%icourtiged to atill peraevere. I 
have been now over two years in the service, 
and have endured many hardabipa, incident to 
a Boldier'a Ufe,—bave paaaed through eome 
hard battiea, and eacaped unharmed in them 
all, with tbe exception ofa fiesh wound through 
my left arm, which I received on tbe battle 
field of ShUoh. Surely, the Lord has been my 
sliield and support I bave tmsted in him, 
and fonnd grace to help me in every time of 
need. I have often heard it remarked that 
a peraon could not have reUgion in the army. 
Yet, bleaa the Lord, tbe throne of Grace ia 
juat as eaaily approached by prayer here aa at 
home ui the quiet chnrch or closet Yes, 
Jesus is to be found here in oor midat, although 
we are aurrounded with many temptations, 
vices and evil inflnences in our camp. StiU 
^ this we must expect, if Chriatiana. God 
-will have a tried people. 

The EARNEST CHRISTIAN ia prized highly, 
and read vrith deep intereat, by many. Occa
sionaUy it meeta the eye of aome old, dead pro
fessor, that cannot steud under the doctrine 
it teaches, and he tries to pick flaws in i t 
But the command is: " From thoae professing 
godUness, but denying the power thereof, 
tum away." 

Our meetingB are stiU prospering, and much 
good is being done. I trust we shaU have 
ywr prayera to aid ua in this glorioas work, 
ftay for me, that I may have so much of 
Jeaua in my heart as to reflect his image on aU 
those around me. 

' Tmly, your brother, 

PROSPECTS. 

Onr prospecta are good for 

E. T. F. 

ler year. 

Some discontinue, but new aubacribers are 
coming in, and we hope, by tbe blessing of 
God upon the efi'orta of our friends, to pub
Ush a larger number the coming year than we 
have ever done before. We want the troths 
we pubUsh to have aa wide a circulation as 
possible. Our expenses are mcreaaing—paper 
is very high and advancing—but if our friends 
wiU atand by ua and renew their own subacrip
tiona and get aU the new aubacribera they can, 
we ahaU be able to get through without embar
rassment. 

The foUowing letter from a preacher who 
sends us $31 for 31 new subscribers, showa 
how they were obtained: 

" Dear Bro. Roberts :—I have not, as yet, 
made any extra exertion for the EARNEST 
CHRISTIAN, but I have made this a mle, that 
I would carry one or two copies of the E. C. 
with me in my pastoral viaita. I have fre
quently found in them aomething that was 
a&pted to the wanta of the people, &r better 
than anything that I could give them without 
i t In this way I have got 31 new anbacriben. 
I give God the glory, foi* I believe that thu-ty 
one famiUes wiU be benefited. You may look 
for this list to be enlarged in the month of 
January. 

" I think I can see that the Lord ia blessing 
my feeble efiiarts to advance our eamest Chris
tianity ; I kuow that the Lord bleaaea my soul 
from day to day. 

" Yours in Chriat forever, 

" J . D. H." 

A beloved Father in larael writes: 

GLENCOE, Belmont Co., O., 
Dec. 13,1863. 

DEAR BROTHER BOBERTS-: A short space 

of time only ia left me in thia world, and it 
would be almoat inexciisable in me not to ex
press, before my departure, my gratitode for 
your kindnesa to me. It ia very gratifying to 
me in my laat days, to reflect upon the sym
pathy and afi'ection, tbat yon and many othen 
of my old, tme Christian friends, have had 
&nd have manifeated towarda me in tbe days 
of affliction and trial No peraonal, aelflsh 
interest moved you, but a higber, nobler. 
Christian principle; such as wiU be a teat in 
the day of judgment My views upon the sub
ject of slavery, my brother, are the same aa 
yours, and unchanged. 
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May God in his mercy bless and preserve 
JOU! 

Yours in Chriatian Love, 
B. WILLIAMS, 

SOKE BOMB. 

EUAS H. BORCHARD died in tbe town of 
Benton, Yates Co., N. Y., September 14, 
1863. 

He was converted to God, in the spring of 
1860, was baptized and united with the Free 
Methodist Church, in August following. This 
occurred in Allegany, N.Y., under the min
istry of Eev. A. F. Curry. In September of 
the aame year he attended a aocial prayer 

" ineeting, where be sought and obtained the 
blessing of perfect love« in the light of which 
he walked in Ufe, and under the blesaed in-

.iluence of which he waa supported, m his 
%. aevere and somewhat protracted iUnesa; and 

yrhicb gave him triumph in the final hour. 
Bro. B. came into this town about a year 

rince, and united with tbe M. E. Church, on 
the Bethel charge, where, by his eamest piety, 
and consistent devotion, he secured tbe confi
dence and esteem of the community, and of 
his fellow Cbriatians. He leaves a widow 
and several childreu to moum his, abaence; 
though stricken in beart, yet she confidently 
triiata in the widow'a God, aud to Him she 
commenda her fatherless children. May they 
all finally reach the bleaaed land. 

Benton Center, Dec. 84,18B3. 
D. LEISENRING. 

< H a s SARAH.. BURDICK was a member of 

theTra'e WealeyanChurch. I think she was 
one of the puri-st minded wirimen I ever knew. 
Bat she baa gone to join tbe ransomed on tbe 
other aide ofthe river. She died iu July, 1863. 
She was a faithful friend, a tme, earneat 
Chriatian—a woman of great power in prayer 
and exhortation. Her end was ppace. 

JOHN THOMSON. • 

GEORjIi^r. WHALEY, of the 5tb N. Y 

Cavalry, died in the hospital near Washing 
ton, the 25th of November, 1863. After two 
yeara of severe toil and hardship in camp, and 
on the battle field, he waa tom from the fond 
embrace of an afi'ectionate mother^ and three 
aisters, who deeply mourn hia loaa. 

M. J . W. 

LoRETTA JANE COLE died ih Bufi'alo, 

December 3d, 1863. .She gave good evidence 
that her sina were vreahed away. Her Ufe 
waa oue of heavy trials, but her end was . 
peace. "^ 

" H O M E THRUSTS." 

Bro. D. F. Newton is abont to issue a book 
with tho above title. It wUl be neatly execu
ted with engravings. He says respecting it: 

" This volume of nearly 400 pages ia an 
epitome or synopsis of some seventeen years 
of editorial kbor; containing the best, choicest 
—the moat pointed, Uve giving, and cheering, 
reformatory articles inserted in the Golden 
Uule, and other Periodicals, during tbe space 
of seventeen years. These articlea on various 
subjecta of light, life and aalvation have been 
revised, many of them re-written, put anew 
into tbe Gospel cmcible, and in a condenaed 
form, giving merely the cream, the marrow, 
the aoul, the life, the power, the esaential parta 
of tbe whole, in aa emaU a composa aa praoti-
cable. 

In addition to the foregoing ia " The Family 
Circle," a goodly number of recently written, 
original articles, on tbe subject of Parental 
Discipliue, the duties of huabanda and wives, 
parents and children, ministera and people;— 
education in ita various branches, courtesy, 
politeness of mannera, temperance in all thinga, 
health of body, mind, and soul; ' hoUneaa to 
the Lord;'—modeaty, purity of thought, word, 
and action." 

It will be aold probably at $1 25 per volnme 
at retaU. Agenta wanted. Address D. F . 
Newton, 189 W. 20lb atreet. New York. ' j 

DEDICATION. - ~'̂  

^ h e Free German Churcb in Batavia wiU 
be dedicated to the worahip" of God on Thura
day, the 11th of February next, at 11 o'clock, 
A. M. The Eev. B. T. Eoberta ia expected * 
to preach on the occaaion. Preaching in Ger
man in the evening. The friends of Earaeat 
Chriatianity, both English and German, are 
invited to attend. The meeting will continue 
over the Sabbath. . JL 

, • • * . 

A FOUR DAYS meeting -will be held, the . 

Lord wilUiig, at tbe " Shop," in Porter, Nia
gara County, N. Y., commencing Thursday 
evening, January 14, and holding over the 
Sabbath. . 


