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skyy The gathering clouds and the mut-
tering thunder give warning of the com-
ing. tempest. . Men make provision ‘a-
gainst the temporal dangers which they
s iforesee. ; . ‘
God has told us of terrible calamities
" that await our race, and’urged us to
" seek for shelter in that ark which is suf
ficiently capacious to held all who will
enter, and sufficiently. strongto outwea-
ther the blast which¥shall involve in
“overwhelming destration all who have
not availed themsel¥es, in time, of its
friendly protections We live in a peri-
od of tragic interest. Great events tread
upon the heel of each other as though
they were in haste to‘be accomplished
béfore the knell of time shall sound.—
Christians are fast falling asleep, and mi-
nisters are gocking the cradle and sing.
ing the luljgby of repose.. There never
was a. tithe when men’ stood more
.in need f the salvation-bringing grace,
"« which £ eacheth them, that denying un-
. godliness and worldly lusts, they should
live: soberly, righteously and godly in
this present world. It is no time, when
» the confli¢t-has commenced, tolay aside
. the armor, and throw away the weapons,
+in the valiant use of which alone Victo-
Iy and safety can be found. * Yet thisis
- precisely what multitudes. of the pro-
fessed disciples of Christ are doing.—
Christ is sounding the call to arms, and
they take it as meaning a call to repose.

- The indications are striking that God is { thé 1<t 2
* Rev. 1, 3. Rev. xxii, 10, Dan. xii, 4.

about. to, arise and’ shake terribly the

‘earth. “Let us open our eyes. Our Sa-
viour administered a severe rebuke to
the Pharisees because they discetned the
face of the sky but could not discern the

3 : . /Isigns of the times. .
A heavy storm never falls from £ 7 s i

Predictions, in _our opinion, now ful-
filling, seem to show that the opening
scenes of the last great drama of the
world have already commenced. -

The Book of Revelation we receive as
part of the Sacred Canon.  If we re
ceive it, we must believe it capableof
being understood. - For it says, B +ssed
i8 he that readeth, and they that he.r the
words of this prophecy, and keep those
things which are written therein : for
the time is at hand.* But how can he
be blessed who reads or hears, if he can-
not understand ? Again, the angél com-
mandéed ‘the revelator, Seal not the say-
ings of the prophecy of this.book : for
the time.is at hand,t A sealed letter is
one which no one but the person to whom
it is addressed has a right to open. A
circular designed for the public eye is
left unsealed. - Daniel was told to “shut
up the words, and seal the book, even .
to the time of the end.”® But John
was forbidden to seal the prophecies
which he was permitted to ufter. So,
notwithstanding the. prohibition of the
commentators, we believe it is our pri-
vilege and duty to try fo understand the
Revelation of St. Jom. We do mnof
ask any one to concur in our opinion'un-
less it appears to him the natural and
evident meaning of theé passages we
quoteas applying to the period in which
we live. : :

‘In the sixteenth chapter of Revelation
the 12th verse we read, “ And the sixth
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angel poured out his vial upon the great
river Euphratess the water thereof*

was dried up that the way of the Kings
of the east might be prepared.” When
each vial of wrath was emptied, some
4 new plague was to break out ipon‘the
_ earth—something so terrible in its‘ef-
fects, and so novel in its character as to
attractattention. In propheticlanguage, |
«“water” designates the people. “The wa-
ters which thou sawestare people, and
multitudes, and nations, and tongues.”*
By, the “ water being, dried up,”-itis
foretold that the path of this angel of
destruction should 'be marked by the
déad bodies of multitudes of people.—
Was not this “ vial poured out when
the cholera made its appearance ? This
pestilence. broke out upon the banks of
the Euphrates. It spread all over the
world, and whereyer it went, the people
were destroyed, as water is dried up by
the summer’s wind and sun. It was
everywhere known by the name of “the
Asiatic cholera.” Nothing of the kind
had ever appeared before, the medical
books contained no account of it; the
best physicians stood appalled at its pre-
sence. The once busy marts of trade
were deserted and solitary, and the care
of the sick, and the burying of the dead
became the order of the day.
- After this the Revelator says, “ And
I saw three unclean spirits, like frogs,
come out of the mouth of the dragon,
and out of the mouth of the beast, and
out of the mouth of the false prophet.
For they are the spirits of devils, work-
‘ing miracles, which go forth unto the’
- kings of the earth and of the whole
world, fo gather them to the battle of
- that great day of God Almighty.” Can
hing be ‘more appropriate than the
a.ppﬁcatiqq of -this passage to modern
spiritism ? That there were “miracles ;”
supernatural actions perfgrmed-_by some
invisible agency, no candid person, ac-
quainfed with the facts in the case,will
be disposed to question. That they were
wrought by the spirits of devils—dem-
ons—we have no doubt. The charac-

out of the body can be known only by
their fruits. What were the fruits of
this modern spiritism 2' Were those
made better who came under its influ-
ence? We never knew or heard of a
case.of moral improvement through this
agency. Wherever “ thespirits” made
their appearance, a most demoralizing
‘influence was exerted. Its track was
marked by the breaking up of families,
by the filling of the insane asylums, by
general demoralization, culminating in
dree-loveism. They told some truths
and some lies, showing that they origi-
nated from the father of lies. Of all
animals the frog is one of the most un-
couth—and of all civilized beings, the
most uncomely in their appearance were
found among the “spiritualists.” Their |
long beards, haggard visages, and sense-
less clamor fully justify the comparison
of the sacred writer. i
They went forth unfo the kings of the'
earth and the whole world to gather them
o the battle of that great day of God
Almighty. By the “kings of the earth,”
are meant, not only rulers—persons in
authority, but leading minds—men of
controlling influence. Spiritism is e
markable not only for the number, but
for the character of its converts. They

-| claim. some three millions of votaries in

this country, and over fifty periodicals
are, or were devoted to its propagation.
Among its devotees are some of the
leading minds of the country. The most
powerful, and talented ruler of the day—
the unscrupulous, ambitious emperor of
the French is said-to be a sPiritualis_t,
and 2 medium. If the opening skirm-
ish'of the last. great confliet of thear
mies of the earth has commenced, e
shall expect soon to see Napoleon taking
a conspicuous part. Conflict will suc-
ceed conflict, and such battles will be
fought as the world has never witnes
And the seventh angel poured out his
vial into the asr: and there came a great
voice out of the temple of - heaven, from
the throne, saying it is done. And there §
were voices, and thunders and lightnings;:
and there was a great earthquake, Suth.

ter of spirits, ‘whether in"the body o 4

* Rev, xvii, 15. ,

30 mighty an earthquake and so great,

aswas not since men were upon the earthy § -
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BIGNS OF THE TIMES.

By “ the air,” we suppose is meant
elevated positions, places of influence,
civil and ecclesiastical, and when this vi:
al was pouréd out there were to be
“voices,”—loud and angry discussions

“among those wielding authority. These
were to be followed by “thunders and
lightnings and'a great earthquake” In
the symbolical language of prophecy
the term “earthquake” is used to denote
intestine commotions and civilwars.—

* The revelator does not say that there

had not been any earthquakes before;
but there had never been one so mighty
and so great.” Does not this appropri-
ately apply to the civil war that is now
devastating our own unhappy land?—

Civil wars have been but too common,

but when, “since men' were upon the
earth” was there ever a civil war, “so

. mighty and so great?’ Rome, in the

" days of her power, arrayed her armies

against each other under the lead of*

Ceesar and Pompey. But at the battle
of Pharsalia in which the fate of the
Republic was sealed, Pompey command-

ed an army of only forty-five thousand |

foot and seven thousand horse; while
that of Cmsar, who gained the victory,
was only about:half as large. In the
conflict that arose after the death of Ju-
lins Ceesar, between Brutus and Cassius
on the one side, and Antony and Oc-
tavius on the other, when the largest
Roman armies that had ever been seen
were marshalled against each other,each
party led to battle about one hundred
.- thousand men.

England has been the theatre of
bloody commotions- In the reign of
Charles the 1st, a-civil war raged with
fury. At the battle of Marston Moor,

-' vlvll;en the most numerous armies met
that were e ed during the war, the
had but tv?g;g-ﬁve thousand soldierj,;
on.a side. Cromwell’s entire army, by
which the nation was subdued and kept
in subjection, amounted, on the whale,
to only abent fifty thousand men. The
revolution of 1688, by which the dyn-
asty of England was changed, was ac-
complished by William, the Prince of

ange, with an army of fourteen thou-
sand ] : : ‘ :

hostilities against each other.

But in the civil war, that is now shak-
ing our land like & mighty earthquake,
over one million of brave, determined,
well-armed men' are engaged in active
The fed-
eral government has called into the field
one million, one hundred seventy-five
thousand men, ‘and +has had- in actual
service over seven. hundred ,thousand !

‘When was thereever a civil war—
“ an " earthquake,” of such magnitude?

“When were battles ever fought, attend-

ed with such “thunder and lightning,”
~—such tremendous discharges of artil-
lery? Formerly a cannon thatwould :
throw a ball of forty pounds weight
was considered formidable—now .one
hundred poundersare common, and some
there are that throw solid balls of .three
hundred pounders . weight! The neise
of these artillery fights must be no faint
imitation of thunder. e

If this application of these passages
be eorrect, th}; result will not be flatter-
ing to Gur national vanity ; but will be
a great encouragement to them who
love "the a}{%earing of our Lord Jesus
Christ. = “ The cities of the nations fell.”
The cities of this country are emphati-
cally the “ cities of the nations,” Near-
ly all nations are represented in them.
And people of all nations may have the
same rights-in our cities . that our own
citizens enjoy. Go to Paris, and yem.
will find the offices filled by Frenchmen, -
London is governed by Englishmen,—
St. Petersburg by, Russiansj but for .,
our large cities, England may furnish
the mayor, Germany the magistrates,
and Ireland the police.  The municipal
offices are filled by men of different
nations. X ?

If before this conflict isi ended our
cities fall ; if “the great city,”the conn-
try is%* divided -into three parts,” let
not the friends “of Jesus despond, but
rather let them “lift up their heads, for
their redemption draweth nigh.” If the
seventh angel is pouring out his vial on
the air, then the day cannot be far dis-
tant when Christ shall come “in flaming
fire taking vengeance on them that know
not God, and that obey not. the gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Then shall

E
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sppear the new eartb % &l which dwel-
leth righteousness,: *

*Let these things be as they may, it
becomes us to heed the oft repeated in-
junction and . “ watch” and “pray” and
keep our garments unspotted the
woxgd fl‘t’
“to eternal xealities? Who lives in eon-
* stant preparation for his Lord’s coming?
There must be & loosing of our hold on
thesworld, a denial of self, an unreserved

dedication to God and his service rare-

ly witnessed in these days, if we would-
- be forever with the Lord. « The general

_ tendency seems to be to go to sleep.—
 Many who, a few years ago, were alive
to the claims of God, seem to have gi-
ven way at last to the spirit of slumber.
It is time for us to arouse. God is call-
ing. Do not answer to the call and
then fall back again to sleep.. Take
thine ease no longer. Bﬂthy Lord’s
work uﬁreal earnest. ' e.a stir for
God.  Unceasing activity if it accomp-
lishes ‘mo* other good, will keep your
own soul awake ; and this result alone
is worth all your pains; since to sleep
onis bod:e,snd that. etemally It was
ing | teous soul from day
y W deeds” of those
< around him thatnghteous Lot kept alive
%0 God in Sodom.” Had he become in-
 differ ‘then tolerant of sin, he
have pleased his neighbors, and
is ‘sons-i ~law but he would have shar-
.ed with :tahem, the overwhelming de-
struction in which their sins involved
them. ¥ you live like the world you
will share the fate of the world. A day
of fearful calamity is at hand. There
shall be a terrible wailing among those
that now walk so proudly, and talk so
deﬁantly But the saints of Ggd will
¥ Tejoice as they see the signs of'the ap-
pearing of him  whom their souls long
for. ‘Are you a saint of Christ? Are
you all given up to him, soul, body and
spirit, a living sacrifice ? Does his blood

now cleanse youfrom all sin? Do you'

keep his comum‘ndmsnta’l Do you

“Your faith by holy tem’pers prove;
By actions show your sins forgiven ?

Are you walkingin all humxhty before

‘Who is there fully awake.

the Lord, sparing no.pains, willing to
make all needed sacngges to promote
the salvation of souls? My heart is
pained. I must see the salvation of -
God. 1 would so cheerfully lay down
my life if Icould only see my brethren
the friends of Jesus, standingup for lnm
and taking the cross with the r (groach
and shame and persecution.

the Holy Spirit rest upon us and help
us to awake and do our duty, and re-
main unto theend steadfast and unmov-
able, always abounding in the work of
the Lord.

PREPARATION FOR THE MIN-
ISTRY.

. I would repeat, with great emphasis,
that the difference in the efficiency of
ministers does not consist so much in
the difference of intellectual attainments
as in the measure of the Heoly Spirit
which they enjoy. = And how abundant-
do the facts that lie right upon the face
of the Church’s history demonstrate the
truth ef the assertion! 1 do not hesi-
tate to say, that whatever the age or the
learning of a minister may be, heisa
mere child ,in spiritual knowledge, ex-
perience, and qualifications for his office,
without the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
—He certainly will, and must forever
remain so. Until he knows what it is
to be * filled with the Spirit,’ to be led
by the Spirit,” ¢ to be endued with pow-
er from on high’ to fulfil his high and
reasonable functions, he is a mere child,
and by no means qualified to be a_ lead:
er in the Church of God.

A’ thousand times as much stress
ought. to be laid upon. this part of a
thorough preparation for the ministry,
as has been. Until it is felt, acknowl-
edged; and proclaimed upon the house-
tops, rung through our halls of science,
and sounded forth in our_theological |
seminaries, that this is altogether an in-
dispensable part. of the preparation for

the work of the ‘ministry, we talkin

vain and at random, when we talk of
the necessity -of- ﬂxorough preparation
and course of training. Finney.
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._ gold changed ;. the stones of the sanctu-
- ary are poured out in the top of every

- for the multitude of her transgressions :

“out strength hefore the pursuer.” Je-

. overcome, because of the Lord, and be-

.the land is full of adulterers; for be-
- cause of swearing, the land mourneth ;

‘the Lord. And I'have seen folly in the
“. prophets of Samaria; they prophesied

THE CONDITION OF THE (OHURCH.
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THE CONDITION OF THE
CHURCH.

BY REV. WM. COOLEY.
_ Every discerning mind can but see
that desolation reigns in Zion. Ichabod
is the appropriate inscription—for “The
glory of the Lord -is departed from Is-
rael; for the ark of the Lord is taken.”
‘What #ignorance of God and spiritual®
things, what blindness and darkness are
every where witnessed. “ How is the
gold become dim ! how is the most, fine

street. The precious sons of Zion, com-
parable tofinegold, how are they esteem-
ed as earthen pitchers.” ~“The ways of
Zion do mourn, because none come to
the solemn feasts : all her gates are de-
solate : her priests sigh, her virginsare_
afflicted, and she is in bitterness. Her
adversaries are the chief, her enemies
prosper ; for the Lord hath affficted her

her children are gone into captivity be-
fore the enemy. And from the daugh-
ter of Zion all her beauty is departed :
her princes are become like harts that
find no pasture, and they are gone with-

remiah continues his lamentations.—
“The prophets prophesy falsely, and
the priests bear rule.by their means;
and my people love fo have it so; and
‘what will ye do in the end thereof,”—
% For from the least of them even unto
the greatest of them, every one is given
to covefousness.” ' Mine heart within
me is broken because of the prophets;
all my. bones shake : [am Iike a drunk-
en man, and like 8 man whom wine hath

cause of the words of his holiness. For

the pleasant places of the wilderness are
dried up, a;,_ndp their course is evil, and
their force is not right:  For both pro-
phet and priest arc profane ; yea,in my
house have I found their wickedness, saith

in Baal, and eaused my people Iszael to
err” “They say still untothemthat
» | despise me, the hath said, Yeshall

have ‘peace ; and they say unto every
one that walketh after the imagination
of his own heart, no evil shall come up-
on you.” “Oh that my head were wa-
ters;and mine eyes a fountain of tears,
that I might weep day and night.for the
slain of the daughter of my people.”
There is to day, in many respects,
a striking resemblance to the picture
drawn by the weﬁping prophet, of the
ancient church, \How church members
have gone after the world, and minis-
ters and members, with a few excep-
tions, have gone tosleep. 'Weare deep-
ly thankful to God that there are some-
who show symptoms of being awake.
But O what stupidity and infidélity in
the chureh! . How much formality and
death-every where! ~But, says one,
“Jook at the Sunday-School, missiona-

a

ry. societies, missionaries inithe heathen
nii-’;ﬁe@;, urches in ‘the land, institu-
tions of lear d learned men in the
church, monied resources, and money .

expended.” But the great question that
presses upon us'every step we take in
this investigation is, what is being done
to save souls, to promote a deep toned
piety—holiness of heart and oflife. The
Roman Catholic Church ‘ean - boast all

‘| these outward things, yet it is far from

God. But notwithstanding this outward
prosperity, the world s still lying in the
arms of the wicked one. Sin abounds,
vice and crime are rampant as ever, and
on the increase. Intemperance, profa-
nity, Sabbath desecration, dishonesty,
fraud, licentiousness; gambling, and ev-
ry kind of crime are prevalent in our
Jand. Our own fair country is desolated
by internal wars and agitations.

But to turn more directly -to the .
Church, conversions are comparatively . -
rare, and how few have a deep experi-
ence of salvation. How little groaning -
after God, and walking by faith and not - ,
by sight. To what an extent lukewarm-
ness has taken the place of zeal for God ;
and a love for theworld taken the place
of love for the Creator.

This sad state of things exists, and
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. th t must be somewhere. ‘God
e y has provided for a far better
. state-of society. ~The fault is not in a
“lack of professors of religion, nor in
‘a want of wealth or learning, for these
are all in advance of what they were in
.the past. Thelack is in spiritual power,
in humility, in deep self abasement, in
meekness, in simplicity, in plainness, and
in secret wrestling with God. How lit-
tle fasting, self denial, groaning and
s ling for victory. How much con-
forming to the world, to its usages, opi-
nions, and its pride! To what an ex-
tent professors mingle with the wicked,
in parties of pleasure, in lodges, rides,
amusements and speculations ! -
A trans-atlantic writer about twenty
years ago uttered some stirring truths
on the state of the Church, and the cause
of that state. = “I know,” he says, “that
ministers are a ing the blame to the

people; and the people to the ministers,
thus,rockingeacge: r to sleep, while
the mighty o;e.is on his m lil];i a
roaring lion, devouring the 2 d
now for a calm and candid xlf);.eirch,vin-
to the general character of the ministry
and the-members. May the Holy Spi-
rit assist, and ‘divinely inspire the wri-
ter! Oh! my brethren in the ministry,
let us not be afraid of bringing ourselves
to the light of truth. It is a serious
thing to be an ambassador of Christ.—
+The idea of laboring for twenty or. thir-
ty yearsin the work, and seeing little or
no fruit, gl;iht to arouse every dormant
energy of the soul, kindle a spark of
holy fire within, that would burn up ev-
ry atom of sin, and lead us to pour the
light of truth, like the lightning’s glare
into the sinner’s conscience. But is this
the case? are we not studying our own
ease, more than the glory of God—seek-
ing our own gratification—more anx-
ious to make ourselves and children
respectable, and fit them to movye in re-
spectable society, than we are to save
souls 2 Our practice makes it manifest,
that we are more concerned to visit the
rich and the great,’ we are to enter,
like our heavenly master, into the abodes
of wretchedness and poverty. My bre-
thren, I fear we are fast forgetting our

high and holy ealling. Where are the

yegamings ofX ity for mankind, that first

moved us to the work? Where are the
sighs, the groans, the tears, the entrea-
ties, the fastings, the prayers, and the
deep toned feeling for perishing sinners,
which made us cry out like Jeremiah of
old, ‘Oh, that my head were waters,
and my. eyes a fountain of tears, that1 -
might weep day and night for the slain
of the daughter of my people” This
want of deep feeling, has lowered the
standard of piety in thy soul; has
quenched the light of the Spirit within;
darkened thy understanding, and paraly-
zed thy energies. Thy faith-is feeble ;
perhaps, thou hast no more faith for the
immidiate salvation of souls, than for the
creation of a world. The time, was when
prayer praduced feeling; feeling pro-
duced faith, and faith brought all the
energies of thy soul into holy, untiring
action. Then thy ministry was owned
and blessed. Was this state of feeling
wrong or right ¢ If right, take care that
thou art not blinded by looking at the
severity of the writer, rather than thy
own state. Wonder no longer at the
want of success; but rather wonder that
God has not shut thee out of his vineyard
as an idler ; ‘and brought another to oc-
cupy thy place. Oh, get down into the
dust before God. Take thy high-mind-
ed family along with thee; who, by
their haughtiness, are cramping thy lat-
ent energies, and throwing the tness
of thy high and holy calling into the
shade. Implore pardon and become an
out-and-out man of God. Let theeand
thy house be soul savers. It is wonder-
ful,—I say it in love; I say it from the
deep feeling of my heart, and although
many may sneer, who cannot disprove
the fagts—I say it is wonderful, how

" stupid and blind the generality of min-

isters are, to the work of soulsaving.— -
They can sermonize foran hour and a

half, on a full, free, and present salva- .
tion; on the dying love of Jesus; the *
immortality of the soul; its immense

value; ifs final destiny in that world -
where it will énjoy unending bliss, or be
enduring everlasting snffering ; and then
dismiss the congregation with all the
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or

coolness imaginable, and retire to the
house of a.friend .to sup ‘and chat
the rest of the evening. Thus Sabbath
after Sabbath closes ; and he seems@s if
he had been preaching to stones, for
the fruit he sees of his labor. Labor,
did T say ! where has been the labor?
.Has the closet witnessed it? Have thé
‘members witnessed it? Has the world
witnessed it? Now, closet, speak out,
what hast thou seen in his visits this
. week—of his tears—his agony—his tra-
vail for souls. Has not his chief anxie-
ty been to quit himself tolerably well
before his audience, as a preacher, more
than a soulsaver? Has it not been
head work, instead of heart work ? His
end has been accomplished. He has,
perhaps, pleased the intellect, but left
the hearts of his hearers as cold as ever.
Let reason have its play, and it tells thee,
with a light as clear as the sun in its me-
ridian strength, that when thy heart has
been the most set upon the sole object
of searching the heart, so in proportion
has the heart been moved. hat have
the members witnessed of thy pastoral
visits, care and interest for bodies and
souls, with the exception of some half
. dozen, who by reason of. easy circum-
stances in life, have not needed thy con-
soling aid? Oh minister! here is thy
want of success. ' Never did the Church
groan under a more wanton neglect of
gé‘xlsboral duties than at the present day.

hatis the cause of all this discontent ;
the ill-judging, and the want of that kind
of brotherly and united feeling witness-
ed among the early preachers? He
mustbe blind indeed, who cannot see.
Many do see it, and seem as though they
would like to do it. But say they, it
would interfere too much with our stu-
dies. It would be nearer the mark, if
they had said it would interfere too
much with their love of ease. I fear the
days of self-deaial are fast passing away.
Bat, if ever the Church be aroused again
to its next to omnipotent energy, it will
be by such men as Bramw:l% esley,
Whitefield, Stoner and Smith. The
work of God was their work. To pluck

there was no rest. Sermons form
}Fh:csmall part of their employm
closet witnessed their deep f¢
Ina word, they had power,with
and prevailed ; and souls were saved on
every hand. So would it be in our day,
were the same zeal manifest—the same
lovely, meek and lowly spirit in opera-
tion. What has the world witnessed
after hearing a sermon’on the Sabbath,
from, ‘God forbid that I should glory,
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ? ~The lovelinessand power of
the cross has been exhibited; the ar-
dent, flaming and untiring zeal of the
apostle.: The cross of Christ concentra-
‘ted all his thoughts, hopes and desires.
In this he gloried, he denied himself of
all ungodliness and worldly lusts, and
endured stripes, bonds, imprisonments
and death. And he was held up before
the congregation as an example, worthy
of the imitation of every minister. The
world has looked for some traits of his
character in thee; but have they seen
them? Let conscience speak. Oh,
that the Spirit of the living God might
come down and bid these dry bones
live. But thy cause extends itself still
further. I would speak of the flock;
not with an intention or desire to expose
them to the world, but to arouse them.
There is no need of exposing them ; they
have too long done this. Not for their
stupendous piety, which might, ere this
have suhdued the world; not for their
flaming zeal or deep humility. No..
But for the ‘want of these,the Church
groans and trembles to its e. The

has got hold of her; and is spreading:
its deadly influence like leaven, to the--
exclusion of the Spirit of Christ. Cau
any one be ignorant, who is at all ac.-
quainted with the history of the Church;..

so blind to the fact, that we are eveiu
pursuing this enemy, not to destroy, but:

name, in proof, that transpired in the:
year 1842, not thirty miles from Hull.”
The minister said to the steward, ¢ we-

brands from the “fire of hell, was their
object and steady aim. Without souls

must have men of influence and proper-

spirit of pride and worldly-mindedness-- *

that this has been the cursein all ages3::
and yet we, and even ministers too, are- -

to embrace him. A fact I will nowr -
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fill the office of stewards, ete.—
was this, but practical infidelity ?
¢ aviour of the world find ‘out
& these men of wealth and influence to
 earry-out his great commission? No,
No. It was the poor fishermen. He
wanted none of the mighty ones of the
earth to carry on his plans. It doesnot
require a great deal of insight into hu-
man nature to know, that these are not
the most self-denying, devoted, holy
men in the world. No. Mr. Wesley
knew this when he uttered that deeply
lamentable expression, that he knew on-
ly two individuals who, while they
were amassing wealth, retained their
piety 3 and towards the close of his life
he says, and these two deceived me.—
The world knows that the Church, in its

niembers, ought to be asa city set upon’

a hill ; witnesses for God. Isitso? Is
“the Church witnessing for Christ, or
for the devil? To witness for Christis
to witness to his holy and spotless life ;
his  humility—his patience—his zéal—
his love—his forbearance—his charity.
With all the means, privileges and light
with which the Church is favored, has it
not a great and important lesson yet to
learn, ere it will rightly witness for
Christ? Oh yes, it must feel its true
position, ere it will wake out of its long
and deathly slumber. Oh how many
have been satisfied with the mere form
and externals of religion, they have a
naime to live, while they have been spi-
ritually dead, living to themselves.—
‘The bright, *luminous and splendid life
and example of Christ has been shroud-
ed in darkness. The pride, love of the
- world, fashion, dress, wantof zeal, of gen-
uive humanity, and of boundless love to
God and man, have thrown a veil over
the loveliness, beauty, and glory of our
holy Christianity. ‘Oh my fellow Christ-
ians, there are great duties we have not
yet learned and performed ; great soul-
_stirring truths we have not yet claimed ;

.. great victories that we have not yet

achieved. And for want of this, the
enemy has reared his brazen front; has
gone on in his unholy march, slaying
immortal spirits; filling the Church
with backsliders in heart ; robbing God

of his glory and right, and peopling hell
with blood-bought souls. Isnot this the
truth? TLet reason and-conscience ex-
ercise their powers. Shall it continue
to be so? Oh, letus try by our prayers
and tears, by our humility before God,
to find out the cause, and no longer be
stumbling blocks to the work, no longer
lukewarm—dim lights—no longer bar-
ren fig-trees—no longer hiding our lights

‘under a bushel ; but whatever there

may have been in us that has caused |
any one to stumble, be it dear as a right
eye or arm, let us be determined to tear -
it out, or cut it off at a stroke. Let us
get our lamps trimmed—ready to work
in the Lord’s vireyard. Let usno lon-
ger hide the light that is within us, lest
it become darkness. But prepare for
the mighty struggle—wage war with the
prince of darkness—storm the hosts of
hell, and bring glory to God by plucking
souls out of the fire and placing them
as trophies of victory at the Saviour’s
feet. This is a peculiar time. In the .
midst of all the light and liberty, and
abounding privileges of this nation, there
is darkness, slavery and sin. The guilt
is great and gone up to heaven, and has
brought down a visible display of the
Almighty’s vengeance. God hasa con-
troversy with us, and is scourging the
land for its disobedience; and all
but speaking in an audible voice to the
Church, to arise and put on her beauti-
ful garments, and with one final and
simultaneous effort to arise and take
hold of God, and implore a mighty and
divine outpouring of the Spirit, which
shall astound the world, and convért th
nations of the earth. - :

In every bird of danger there is the
JSeather of safety, and happy is he who
possesses the requisite skill to pluck it
thence, and converting it into a pen,
write lessons of security on the leaves
of his future existence.

The great secret of prosperity and
bliss, in all the undertakings of life, is
to find out the original simplicity of na-
ture’s laws, and adapt ourselves perfect-
Iy to them. :




THE DAY OF @LL THINGS

THE DAY OF SMALL THINGS,

Let us not decide upon the character
of persons too soon. Let us not give

them up because of some present weak-:

ness, much influenced, perhaps, by pe-
culiar circumstances, Let us not de-
spise the day of small things. 'We have
often seen, in the experience of the bruis-
ed reed and the smoking flax, judgment
brought forth to victory; and we are
confident of this very thing, that He
who hath begun a good work, will per-
form it until the day of Jesus Christ.—
In the days of Queen Mary, when so
many were put to death for denying the

doetrine of transubstantiation—that Mo--

loch at whose shrine so many victims
have been immoiated—a poor man was
convicted and sentenced to be burnt
alive. On his way to the place of exe-
cution he was very pensive and depress-
ed. But when he came in sight of the
stake, overpowered for the time with
fear, he involuntarily exclaimed, “ Oh!
I cannot burn ! I cannot burn!” Some
of the priests, supposing he wished to
recant, immediabéfy approached and ad-
dressed him. This, however, was not
his design ; but he wanted more of that

* confidence and consolation which would
enable him to endure becomingly the
fiery trial. He was left some minutes
to himself, during which, in great earn-
estness and agony of spirit, he prayed
that God would manifest himself more
clearly to his mind—when God so shone
in upon his soul, that, raising and clap-
pling his hands, he cried with a loud
voice, “ NowI can burn! #now ¥ can
burn 1”—Jay.

It was a goodsaying of oneto a great
lord, upon his showinghis stately house
and pleasant gardens: “Sir, you had
need make sureof heaven, or else, when
you die, you will be a very great loser.”

Tue Ferey Boar.—Death to God’s
people is but a ferry-boat. . Every day,
and every hour, the boat pushes off with
some of the saints, and Teturns fo
more, . :

JESUS, LEAD ME: gl '~

BY H. L. 'TALBOT., =

Jesus, my spirit longs to rest,

Beneath thy sheltering wing ; 4%
‘World-weary, my o’er-burdened soul,
From earth would heavenward spring.
The path of life is cold and drear,

Grief sits within my breast;

My feet are weary of the way,

And long with thee to rest.

As thou didst lead thy chosen band,
Through all the wilderness;

.Lead my frail steps the journey through,
To counsel and to bless.

Feed me with manna on my way,

And, on the lonely road,

Let fire by night and cloud by day,
Speak eloguent of God. :

Saviour, reach down thy loving hand,
And through the darkening strife,
Lead upward to the morning land, .
To the celestial life.

I long for the foreshadowed light,

Of heaven’s seraphic day ;

Where the Divine, the Crucified,
Shall wipe all tears away.
East Machias, Me.

B_OASTED/P{EASON.

Within a hundred and fifty years, how
has the boasted power of reason chang-
ed | Ithas piled up one thing, and then
another day it has laughed at its own
handiwork, demolished its own castle,
and constructed another, and- the next
day a third. It has a thousand dresses.
Once it came forth like a fool with its

.bells, heralded by. Voltaire; then it

came out a braggart bully, like Tom
Paine ; then it changed its course, and
assumed another shape, till, forsooth,
we have it in the base, bestiai secularism
of the: present  day, which looks for
naught but the earth, keeps its nose up-
on theground, and, like the beast, thinks
the world is enough—or looks for anoth-

er through seeking this. - On all its sys-
tems of religion, or non-religion, may
be written, “ Evanescent; fading as the
flower, fleeting as the meteor, - ail
and unreal as the vapour.” But of
Christ’s religion it sholl. be said, “ His
name shall ‘endure for ever.”—Spurge-
on. :
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~ DEAD YET LIVING,

“ . " The.cedar is most useful when dead.

v
,

'3

It is the most productive when its place
“knows it no more. There is no timber
like it. - Firm in the grain, and capable
of the finest polish, the tooth of no in-
sect will touch it, and Time himself can.
hardly destroy it. Diffusing a perpet-
ual fragrance through . the chambers
which it ceils, the worm will not cor-
rode the book which it protects, nor the
moth corrupt the garment which it
guards ; all butimmortal itself, it trans-
fuses its aramanthine qualities to the ob-
jects around it. Every Christian is use-
ful in his life, but the goodly cedars are
the most useful afterward. Lauther is
dead, but the Reformation lives. Knox,
Melville, and Henderson are dead, but

Scotland still retains a Sabbath and a

Christian peasantry ; a Bible in every
house, and a school in every parish.—
Bunyan is dead, but his bright spirit
still walks the earth in its “Pilgrim’s

. Progress.” Baxter is dead, but souls

are still quickened by the “ Saint’s
Rest.” Cowper is dead, but the “gold-
en apples” are still as fresh as when new-
ly-gathered in the “silver basket” of
the Onley Hymns. Elliot is dead, but
the missionary enterprise is young.—
* Henry Martyn is dead, but who can
count the apostolic spirits who, pheenix-
wise haye started from his funeral-pile !
Howard is dead, but modern philanthro-
%Li: only commencing its career.—
* Raikes is dead, but the Sabbath-schools
"go on. Wilberforce is dead, but the
negro will find for ages a protector in
his memory.—Rev. J. Hamilton.

'TrorE AND Love are the most pow-
erful of all moral influences; and when
they go together, they cannot easily be
withstood. . The golden chain of truth,
and the silken cord of love, twined to-
gether, will draw mankind with a sweet
violence whether they will or nc.

g (3
All holy beings tend to an infinite cen-
tre, and that centre is love; while all evil
beings tend to the opposite infinite centre,
which is hate.

RANDOM APPEALS TO SCRIP-
.* TURE. ’ :

It must be confessed, the practice
is perilous; and I have known ma.
ny cases in ‘which it has been very in-
juriously indulged. The textread, or
recollected just at the time, has deter-
mined the person as to the state of
his soul, or the path of duty; it has op-
erated to the removal of his distress, or
the solution of his doubt. But though
all the Sctipture.is true in itself, many
parts of it may be erroneous in their
application to the present case of any
individual. The suitableness of the
part occuring is commonly supposed to _
prove that it is immediately from God; -
but this suitableness is the question—
and the man who decidesit is the party
interested, and, therefore, the most lia-
ble to mistake. The will of God may
really call us off from a pursuit, when
by this means the word of God is urg-
ing us on. Jonah; probably, was en-
couraged when he came down to the sea-
side, to find a ship® just ready to sail—
When a man is in a wrong course, a
piece of Scripture unexpectedly met with
may keep him much in the same way.
The angel of the Lord commissioned
Gideon to go and deliver Israel as he
was threshing wheat. A man engaged
in the same work feels an inclination to
go forth and preach, but has some little
doubt as to his sufficiency and success—
when,lo ! these words come to his mind,
“ Arise, forjthe Lord is with thee, thou
mighty man of valor;” and his doubts
are scattered like dust before the wind.
A pious female meets with an eligible
suitor, but has some conflict between in-
clination and conviction, founded on re-
ligious character; but she resolves to
yield, by opening the Bible, and casting
her eye on the admonition, “ Arise,
therefore, and get thee down,and go with
the man, doubting nothing ; for I have
sent them.”® A person thinks of en-
gaging in.some enterprse, and it may

ect that thegassage is not quite
the thing; the ce betv&sthe singular and
ural number is nothing ‘in these sublime cases, for ;
e greater includes the legs, and trifles cannot be
seen when we soar.

*Let no one ol
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" be his duty not only to undertake it, but
to undertake it immediately ; but he is
determined by the address of our Savi-
our suddenly sm.rti.n% into his mind,
though not originally delivered quite on
asimilar occasion, “What thou doest,
do quickly.” Ihave read a good old
man who used to exhort people fo live
by the ten commandments, and not by

impulses; and he used to tell how he’

got free from delusion himself. When
he was a lad he was poor and pious, and
thought that all suggestions in Scripture
style came from heaven, Walking in
the field in want of firing, by the side of
a neighbor’s hedge, he wished for some
of it to burn; instantly the word came,
In all this Job sinned not,—and in faith
of this he began to make free with his
neighbor’s wood. But, happily, he dis-
# covered his error, tried the application
of the text by the command—7%ou
shalt not steal ; or, as the ingenious re-
lator remarks, the word of God might
" have led him out of the church into the
.~ After all, thisis only specifying the
danger on one side, though it is by far
the most common side. But the word
of God has awful passages; and there
are persons of a melancholy tempera-
ment, or laboring under dejection from
temporary causes. Such persons, by a

. principle of association, are always prone
to attract towards themselves every-
thing of a dreadful nature. "What won-
der, therefore, when a threatening of
Scripture strikes the mind in such a case,
if’ the man, viewing it as a divine inti-
mation, is plunged into distraction or
despair ! e cannot love the word of
God too much, nor consult it too often,

. But we are to “ search theScriptures ;”
and it is “to dwell in us richly in oZf
wisdom.” 'We are not to turn it into a
kind of lottery, or to use it as a spell,
or a charm, but to “understand what
we read.” 'We are not to take it separ-
ately, but connectedly ; and if we would
be directed by it as to our duty, or sa-
tisfied by it as to our.state, we are to
peruse its contents with diligence, hu-

~ * mility, and prayer; to observe the pas-

sages that refer to persons of our cha-

racter or condition, that deséribe the
temptations to which we are exposed, or
the trials under which we labor.  In
this way we shall find that the word of
God is not only designed, but calcula-

ted for general and perpetual use, and

has such an infinite affluence in it as to
subserve “all things that pertain to life
and iness.” VVgl?ether we are rulers
or subjects, masters or servants, parents
or children, husbands or wives; whe-
ther we are young or old, rich or poor,
it lends us the most appropriate assist-
ance, and is “a lamp unto our feet, and
a light unto our path.” Jay.

A MORE EXCELLENT WAY.

Many persons seem to be more soli-
citous for sérong emotions than for right
emotions. It would perhaps, be a fair
representation of their state to say the

L burden of their prayer is, that their

souls might be like “the chariots of
Amminadib,” or that, like Paul, they
may be caught up into the third heaven.
They seemugwirous, perhaps almost un-
sconciously to themselves, to eri-
ence, or to do, some great as well as
some good thing. Would it notbe bet-
ter for them, in a more chastened and
humble temper of mind, to make it the
burden and emphasis of their supplica-
tion, that they may be meek, forbearing,
and forgiving ; that they may have a
willingness to wash the disciples’ feet,
and have great love even for their ene-
mies; in a word, that they may bear

‘the image of Christ, who came, not

with observation, but was ‘meek and
lowly of heart?’ ~ Upmam.

‘Where the disease is strong, the phys-
ic must be strong, or else the cure will
never be wrought. God is a wise phy-
sician, and he would never give strong
medicine if weaker would'effect the cure.
The more rusty the iron is, the oftener
we put it in the fire to purify it; and
the more crooked it is, the more blows,
and the harder blows we give, to
straighten it. Therefore, Christian, if

thou hast long been gathering rust, thou
hast no cause to complain if God deals _

thus with thee.—Brooks.

-
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SUFFERING WITH CHRIST.

It is diffienlt, if not impossible, to un-
derstand the character and will of any

. being without entering into his condi-

tion and knewing the circumstances in
which he moved. We need experience
to teach. Christ was a suffering Savi-
our, and if we would know him, we

must sympathize with him in this re-

spect. It would be difficult to conceiv

how God could become incarnate an

dwell among men without suffering ; and
it is equally difficult to conceive how
any one can possess his spirit and be ac-
tuated by the same’ benevolence, with-
out also suffering with him. The cha-
racter and conduct of men must grieve
him as nothing else could. How im-
portant, then, in understanding the will
of God, that we should enter into this
state of suffering with our Lord, and be
ready to pass through any trial which
we may be called to endure in the course
of divine providence. This must be the

“case if we would understand thorough-

ly his will and his ways. For this rea-
son Paul wished to sound the depth of
his sufferings, even to be made conforma-
ble unto his death. Much is said in the
Scriptures of the sufferings of God’s
people. ~Afilictions are spoken of as

‘their peculiar lot, and those who have

been most abundantly blessed have shar-
ed most largely in the tribulation of this
life. The redeemed in heaven are re-
resented as having come out of great
tribulation. This is not represented as
the history of a few, but of all who have
ascended - to glory. We are plainly
told at the outset that it is througg much
tribulation we are to enter the kingdom
of God. Acts xiv, 22. >
The state of the impenitent world isa
source of great grief to one abiding in
Christ. He will feel as Christ felt for
sinners, and deny himself in their be-
half. Paul could say, I have great hea-
viness and continual sorrow in my heart,
in view of the impeitence of his coun-
trymen. He felt the same burden for
them which Christ felt, and he is willing
to lay down hislife for them, if he might
thereby save them. Let one oply pos-

sess the spirit of Christ, how different.
ly he feels for the condition of sinners,
“1 beheld the  transgressor, and was
grieved.” “Rivers of waters run down
my eyes because they keep not thy law.”

He does not need some overt wicked: § |

ness, some awful crime fo arouse him
to feel for sinners ; their simple impen-:
itence moves him to this degree. He
cannot sit by unmoved while conscious
that sinners are going to hell. No one
knows the burden of souls but he who
has felt it. Days and nights the bur
den rests upon him and weighs him’
down. He hasno relief but ashe prays, .
and frequently thatincreases the burden, -
The struggle may be longer or shorter,
it may last for weeks, or months, or
even years, depending upon circum- .
stances.- It is often as great as the soul
can bear, and if it did not find relief
would sink under the burden. And

see not why the burden may not at times
abridgelife and inducea premature death..
The suffering and trial are nothing coms,
pared with the blessing. You remel
ber Jacob experienced a great tempo
calamity when he prevailed with God:
It is better to die wrestling with God,
than to live and know nothing about
suffering with Christ in behalf of a dy-
ing world. Yes, it is blessed to die for
the same object for which ‘our Saviour
suffered and died. It helps to fill up
that which is behind in the afflictions of
Christ, and thus to sanctify God’s peo-
ple and convert a dying world. If one
has real faith in Christ, if he walks by -
faith, he will not go far before he will
find his faith tried, and he will be called
to endure hardness as a good soldier of
the cross. Suflering for Christ, then,
should only be sought in the will of God,

_and not to gratify any worldly ambition
or vain notoriety ; not to be the hero of

a persecution, or -an_ illustrious martyt
of some reform. No, the humble, self-
denying Christian will desire no such
thing, and he will do nothing to pro-
voke any unnecessary opposition. He
will endure sufferings and trials, as the
Lord brings them upon him. "If he
trusts in the Saviour, he will find them
coming upom him in a perfectly natur-
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al way. God tries those who haye faith
that they may have more. :
" These sufferings are not to be viewed
in the light of a misfortune, as some-
. thing to be dreaded and avoided. Paul
says he rejoicedin them. “ Who now
rejoice in my sufferings for you,” ete.
Then again, “ Therefore I take pleasure
in privations, in reproaches, in necessi-
ties, in persecutions, in distresses for
Christ’s sake.” He does not shrink from
them, nor try to avoid them, but he glo-
ries in his afflictions, that the power of
Christ may rest upon him. He desires
to know the fellowship of his sufferings
being made conformable unto his death.
Is it strange, then, that Paul should say
to his son’ Timothy, in his last letter,
just before putting on his crown of mar-
alyrdom, “Be thou partaker of the aft
flictions of the gospel, according to the
power of God?” What better testimo-
ny could we ask in respect to the desir-
ableness of suffering with Christ? Here
is the dying testimony of an experien-
d Christian to-a young disciple. Here
no counsel of expediency, telling him
w he may avoid the offence of the
« cross and shun the opposition of the
world. No, not a, word of it. Be thou
a partaker of the afflictions of the gos-
pel. It would have been better for the
world if all ministers had followed this
counsel. There would have been more
" suffering and more consolations, more
conflicts and more triumphs.—Millen
nial Experience.

The stream of time bears on its broad
" bosom the vast multitudes of men to
their eternal home. 3
“How swift the torrent rolls
That bears us to the sea;
The tide that hurriegthoughtless souls
To vast eternity.”
Our “fathers, where are they ?” and
the pro'!‘)lhet,s, do they live forever? He
ho refuses to grasp, and properly use,
the golden moments as they flee;is a
spendthrift of time, and will rue hisfolly
- When time shall be no longer.
. Every twinkling star proclaims there
iSa God: a God omnipotent, oninipre-
Sent, and omniscient. L. Woob.

-OLD BETTY AND HER MASTER.

014 Betty was led to the knowledge
of Jesus in her old age; and from the
moment of her conversion, she thought
that she could never do enough for him
who had loved her, and had washed her
from her sins in his own blood. She
went about doing good. She wasready
to speak of her Lord and Master to all -
those that she encountered. She cared
for the sick, visited the afilicted, prayed
for the poor and for the heathen. She
gaye to those poorer than herself a part
of what the charity of Christian friends
had given her.

But in the midst of this beautiful ca-
reer she took a violent cold, and contract-
ed rheumatism, and found herself con-
fined to the bed, where she remained
day after day, and week after week, till
God, I think, called her to himself.

On her bed of trial, Betty was as hap-
py as she had been during her active
life. She prayed much; she repeated
hymns and passages of Seripture; she
meditated on the good land towards
which she was rapidly advancing.

One day, Betty was visited by a
friend, a minister, who had known her
along time. He was much astonished
to see his old neighbor so happy on her
bed, as she had formérly been so active
and so useful; and he said to her: “I
little expected, Betty, tofind you so pa-
tient ; it must be a hard trial for a per-
son as active as you to be extended thus
upon a bed during so long a time with
nothing to do.” “Not at all, sir, not at
all,” said old Betty. “When I was in
health, I was accustomed to hear the
Lord say to me day by day, Betty, go
here; Betty, go there; Betty, do this;
Betty, do that; and T was accustomed
to do it as well as I could. Now I hear
him say to me every day, Betty, for the
remainder, lie there and cough.” ;

“Formerly,” said Martin Luther, “I
was bold enough to prescribe to God
what he ought to do; and without any
doubt the Lord despiseth that arrogance,
and he saith, ‘I am God, and am not to
be directed by thee.””. ' _
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: THE VICIOUS AND DISSOLUTE.
WHY ARE S0 FEW OF THEM REFORMED
> AND SAVED?

BY REV. ROBERT M. HATFIELD.

If the sad and sympathetic prophet
were now upon earth, he might utter a-
gain “his wide wish of sorrow.” Ina
voice tremulous with grief we should hear
him saying, “ Oh that my head were wa-
ters, that I might weep day and night for
the slain of the daughter of my people!”

No spectacle upon which his eye ever
rested, was better ealculated to excite feel-
ings of compassion and sorrow, than those
with which we are all familiar. All a-
round us, in city and Country—wherever
we move, we are brought face to face with
fallen'and ruined men. Forlorn and ship-
wrecked brothers, to them life has lostits
bloom fragrance. “The worm, the cank-
er, and the grief, are theirs alone.”

Weary aud heavy-laden, worn with
anguish and remorse, they are miserable
in the present, and without hope for the
future. He who feels no desire to ame-
liorate their eondition, or ‘who will put
forth mo efforts to avert the doom'that
awaits them, has not the heart of a man,
Jouch less of a Christian, There are
#many who are asking, “ Cannot something
‘be done for the salvation of these wretch-
ed and despairing men? Has heaven

laced within our reach mo means by
which they can be influenced and led to
Christ?” It would almost seem that the
churéh has reached the appalling conclu-
sion that there isno “balm in Gilead” for
such as these. Here and there a Chris-
tian is found who rds these outcasts
as the travail of the Redeemer’s soul—
alas for the most of us, we seem quite re-
signed to the thought that they are the
lawful prey of the adversary of souls. -

We multiply our agencies, and com-

ass sea and 1and to convert Jews, Mo-
ﬁammedans and Pagans, but our home
heathen who live under the shadows of
our costly churches, and jostle us in the
streets, these are left to perish miserably
in their corruptions. And perish they do
by hundreds and thousands. Living with
the feeling that God has forsaken them—

that no man cares for their souls, they
die without Christ and' without hope.—
And why is this?Are any of our fellow-
men so fallen and lost, that we are releas:
ed from the obligation to labor for their
salvation? "~ 4 i D

We have not so Jearned Christ. We
do not so understand his glorious Gospel.
Deplorable as is the' condition of these
men, they are yet prisoners of hope.—
They have contracted habits-of evil that
are of fearful strength. Their associates
are of the vilest kind. Many of them*
have lost self respect, and no longer as-
pire to anything better than the indul-
gence of their sensual appetites. It is
not to be denied that the thorough refor-
mation of such persons is to the last de-
gree difficult. The conversion of such a
man is a miracle of grace. Yet it may
be that even they are not farther from the
kingdom of heaven than the reputable
Pharisees of society—who trust in them-
selves that they are righteous, and despise -
others. And we are not to forget that
Christ came to seek and to save the ]
that it was his mission to call, not
righteous, but sinners to repentance.
And when, in the fulfillment of that mis-
sion, he appeared among men, he had
“ compassion on the ignorant and on them
that were out of the way.” The gracious
words that he spake drew the outcasts of -
the nation, the very pariahs of society, to -
his ministry. And such was his kin ;
to the guilty and disreputable that
enemies taunted him with being the friend _
of publicans'and sinners. He invited to
him the classes from whom the sanctimo-
nious Pharisees stood aloof, and his words
of sympathy and encouragement had a
strange power to ' win them back to the
paths of virtue and peace. How tender-
ly he dealt with the guilty woman of Sa-
maria, and how condescending his man-
ner as he put forth his hand and touched
the loathsome leper, and said, “ Be thon
clean” On another occasion he wasa
guest at the house of Simon, a Pharisce.
As he sat or reclined at the table, a wo-
man who had been a - sinner, a notorious
and disreputable sinner, entered the apart-
ment, havix;.% in her hand a jar of costly
ointment.

n deep shame and self-abasq-é :
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. gan to wash his feet with ber tears, wip-

if he were a prophet, would have known

" But the Saviour knew that this woman—

- mot falter or turn baek. He traverses the
* deserts, and climbs the mountains, till he

 braidings, but laying it upon his shoulder

-~ ily summoned to rejoice with him that the

%o justify or excuse our neglect of those

" in doing the work of the Lord. The Gos-

. Calvary cleanses_ from all sin, It is un-
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ment she approached the Saviour, and be-

ing them with the hairs of her head, and
pouring upon them the perfumery from
the vase. When ' the heartless Pharisee
saw this, he said to himself. “ This man,

who and what manner of woman this is
that toucheth him; for she is a sinner.”
8o it seemed to this whited sepuicher.—

deeply stained as she was by sin—now
stood in his presence a humbled penitent,
and to his eye she was a bruised reed
such as he would not break. -

And how beautiful is the lesson taught
us in the parable of the lost sheep.
All the flock, with a single exception,
are in the safe and great pastures—one
foolish sheep has gone astray. The good
shepherd leaves the ninety-and-nine, and
goes after the wanderer. The journey
may be long or wearisome, but he does

finds the famishiug and perishing sheep.
And how tenderly he treats it.
-We hear of no punishment, no up-

with joy, he carries it back to the fold.—
And now neighbors and friends are hast-

sheep that was lost is found. Even so
there is a jubilee in heaven over the sin-
er that repenteth. In the example or
hings of our Saviour there is nothing

for whom he laid down his life, On the
contrary, there is everything to encourage
us to be instant in season, out of season,

pel in which we trust is the wisdom of
God, and the power of God unto salva-
tion. The word of faith that we preach
is sharper than any two-edged sword.
The world’s Redeemer is able to save
to the uttermost all that come unto God
by him, The blood that was. shed on

belief that paralyzes our efforts, and dis-
honors God and grieves his Spirit —
that suggests that sinners of a certain
class should be abandoned to their fate.

our large cities which are like the valley
of vision in. which . prophet was set
down. To an eyeof sense, nothing is £
be seen but bones—Dbones very many, and
very dry. But faith rejoices in the assur-
ance that. when the word of the prophecy
is uttered, and the breath of the Lord is
breathed upon 1hese slain, they shall live
and stand upon their feet.an exceeding
great army.* With God, al] things are
possible; and from the most worthless
and hopeless of our race, from those who
are dead and hard as the stones of the
wilderness, he can raise up children unto
Abraham. Who of us caunot reeall dis-
plays of Divine grace which illustrate this
truth? Several such cases are fresh in
my mind at thismoment. One is that of
a man whose children were connected with
the Sabbath-school of the churchiof which
I was pastor. He was so confirmed in
the habits of dissipation, that it hardly
.occurred  to those who were laboring to
save his children that his reformation was
probable, or even possible. Most of his
earnings were expended for intoxicating
drinks, and more than once his family fled
from their cheetless home at midnight to
escape the fury of the rum-crazed father.
While living in -this state, it pleased G.d
to remove one of . his children by death.
The kindness shown to the family on this
oecasion by the wife of our Sunday-school
superintendent, and by other Christian
friends, seemed to make an impression
upon his heart. Soon afterwards he was
seen at the house of God, and within a
tew weeks professed a desire to flee from
the wrath to ¢ome. I am ashamed to
confess it, but when I saw this man bow-
ing with the penitent seekers of salvation,
it hardly seemed possibie to me that he
could be sincere and in earnest. But he
persevered, and after a season of trouble
and sorrow professed ‘to find the rest of
soul that comes through trusting in Christ.
"Many who had known his previous life
questioned the genuineness of this change.
Yet none could deny that some change
had taken place in the man: Heretofore
he had “clothed himself with cursing
like as with hiz garment,” now no corrupt
comnmunication issued- ont of his mouth.

I am aware that there are localities in all

He abandoned his cups, and adopted as

w o
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the rule of his life. « touch not, taste not,
handle not.”” God raised him up friends,
and he was made welcome to a place in
the family of Christ. Years have elapsed
since his conversion, and his life has been
that of a consistent Christian. He still
holds on his way, and grows stronger and
stronger. Often as I have listened to his
simple and earnest testimony to the pow-
er of the Gospel, I have felt like saying
“Ts not this a brand plucked out of the
fire?” I mi htspeakof other cases even
i re extraordinary than this, but this ar-
ticle grows too long, and for the present I
refraim. A i

Brethren beloved in the-kingdom and
patience of Jesus Christ, will not accuse
me of assurance or egotism if Isay in
conclusion, Let us be “steadfast, unimova-
ble_always abounding in the work of the
Lord” Our field of labor may be a hard
and sterile one, but let us break up the
fallow ground, and sow beside all waters.
Through all our sorrows, affiictions, and
discouragements we will not forget or
question the truth of the blessed assur-
ance—* He that goeth forth and wecpeth,
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves
with him.” R, v

HARD STRIKING.

BY D. F. NEWTON.

Strike too hard against sin do we?
Can such a thingbe ? Is it possible for
any one to be too zealous or too earnest
in their efforts to save sinners, in urging
them to flee the wrath to come? Too
energetic in pulling them out of the
fires of hell? Tooearnest for saints to
put away their idols, their gods of gold
and gods of silver, the work of men’s
* hands, their sins of omission and com-
mission, and abstain from ali appear-
ance of evil; be steadfast, unmovable,

_always abounding in the work of the
Lord ; to be holy, harmless, undefiled,
and separate from sin and sinners !

Can it be we have made a mistake
here ? Beloved, think again; is not the
mistake altogether on the other side ?

Were the holy prophets and apostles

too earnest in crying aloud and sparing
not, in lifting up their voices like trump.
ets, showing the people their sins, and
the house of Israel their iniquities?—
Did these holy men apologize in the least
for sin, any sin, little sins or great sins,
the sins of pride, covetousness, lust, or
idolatry? Was there anything like a
false or sickly charity in these holy men?-
Did they not speak out, fearlessly, ev-
very one of Heaven’s high and holy
mandates, and leave the consequences
with God and the transgressor? Why,
not do as God does in his word, and by
s Holy Spirit—lay the axe at the root,
apply the searching,- burning truth to
the ‘conscience, and there leave it to
burn and do its office work? Why be.
dishonest, and handle the word of God
deceitfully ?

This apologizing for what some term .
little sins, softening down iniquity, put-
ting on a conservative plaster, is not of
-God but of man; and it works mischief
in the church and out of it.

This loophole business is the sin of
the day, politically, editorially, and
ministerially—it is ¢ Death in the pot.’

Does Moses or Joshua regret, in re-
buking sin, their faithfulness—Elijah,
Daniel, Nehemiah, John the Baptist, or
Paul the Apostle? What more can we
say? Time would fail us'to tell of the
martyrs; of Luther, Wesley, Whitfield,
/Edwards, Bunyan, Baxter, who through %
their “faith and . faithfulness ¢subdued
kingdoms, wrought righteousness, ob-'
tained promises, stopped the mouths of
lions. : g
¢ ¢ Wo to them that are at ease in Zion.
¢Wo to them that come not up to the
help of the Lord against the mighty.’
‘Curse ye Meroz, said the angel of the
Lord, curse ye bitterly its inhabitants.’
‘—Jud- v. xxiii.

As the stream . of water flows onward
to the ocean, so does the stream of time
bear us onward to eternity.

The greatest of all blessing is the fa-
vor of God. - -

The prime element of holiness, of

power, 1s simplicity.

{3
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INTEMPERANCE.

BY U. C. ROE, M. D.

Intemperance is.the disobeying of any
of God’s material laws. Taking this view of

-the subject we are forced to conclude that

intemperance is the curse of humanity.
As moral beings, God has given us a code
of moral ethics, the Bible, by which we
should ‘be governed, He has implanted
within our being, a code of intellectual
and physical laws, for the obeying of which
we are held respousible, not only as phy-
sical and intellectual, but also as moral be-
ings. Then, do not forget, dear reader,
that if you are living in violation of any
of the laws of your physical existence.—
God will hold you amenable at his bar
of moral retribution.  All our actions aré
in harmony with, or in violation to some
one of God’s laws. . ‘We are either tem-
perate or intemperate. The nearer we
live in obedience to the laws by which we
should be governed, the happier we are;

. while, on the other hané, the more we

violate Heaven’s laws, the more unhappy
weare. All the misery with which our
sn cursed world is flooded results from
the violation of God’s laws. All law,
whether written or unwritten, emanates
from God. All the laws of animate as

well as inanimate existences are as abso--

Intely the laws of God as are the ten
commandments which were- delivered by
God to Moges, amid the thunderings of
Mount, Sinai.

Most professing Christians seem to
think that if they obey the letter of the
Bible, they are pure and right, and good
in the eyes of God. They never seem
to investigate God’s great book of nature,
80 beautifully spread out around them and
in them, where He is continually demon-
strating His unutterable laws in problems
80 plain that he that runneth may - read.
God made man a perfect moral, a perfect

-intellectual, and a perfect physical being,
_and pronounced him good. He then gave

him perfect laws by which to be govern-
ed, and as long as he obeyed, all things
went on in harmony with his being, but
when man violated the laws of his exist-
ence, discord and decath resulted. God’s

laws are the same yesterday, to-day and
forever. They are unchangable, like
their Author. Consequently, -disobedi-
ence brings about the same direfu] results
to day that it did in Eden. The religion
of the Bible and temperance, are so near-
ly related toeach other that if separated
they both die. Hence the almost entire
failure of all the temperance organizations
throughout our Iand. .. They fail to incul-
cate the great fundamental” principles of
the Christian religion which are, obey and
live, morally, intellectually, and physically.
True religion is the only antidote for the
evils resulting from intemperance. These
evils are enshronding us in intellectual and
physical and moral night, so dark that
we, as & nation, are plunging headlong
into the vortex of eternal ruin.

. In eating and drinking, "a temperate
person may take into his system a reason-

| able quantity of any thing which acts in
“barmony with his physical nature, but any -
 substanee whose effect would be to ob-

struct the living principle in any organ of
the system he must never take. Of the
good things of God we eat too much.—
We are a nation of gormandizers, and
live in a fast age. Men in from five to
ten minutes eat twice that quantity that
they should in a much longer time, Ex-
periments upon animals have_demonstrat-
ed the fact that many substances now in

. use among us act in opposition to the

life principle. Uuader the head of poisons,
(substances which destroy the physical

| existence,) we have many articles classed

which we use extensively as food, drink or
medicine, such as tea, coffee, alcohol, opi-
um, tob: and a host of other narcotic
poisons, upg@@® which God has written out
i characters of living light, this great
fundamental law, “ In the day thou eatest
thereof, thou shalt surely die.” Still, Jike
mother Eve, we put forth our hands and
eat, and die! Brothers and sisters of the
great family of God, let us arouse our-
selves and wake up to a realizing sense
of our true condition. Let us open our
eyes and behold the misery and wretch-
edness existing all around us, And I
pray God that the scene presented to our
view may cause- us to inquire with the
carnestness of one of old, “ what must I
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do to be saved” from the whirlpool of de-
struction into which we, as a people, are
being so rapidly engulfed. One who was
well acquainted with all the demoralizing
and degrading effects of intemperance
upon us as a people, hath well said, « If
the Hindoo npon the banks of the Gan-
ges knows naught of the true God in re-
spect to the life of the soul, we can match
him in this civilized, enlightened and
Christian land with thousands of heathen,
- stupid, ignorant, unenlightened heathens
in all ‘things respecting the life of the
body. They may be found in all classes
of "society, in all pursuits and professions,
of all and sexes, they are as ignorant
of the gospel of health as the most abject
Africans are of the 1 of salvation.
They eat like gluttons. They drink like
debauchees; they drug like Turks; they
die like fools.”
_.sponsibility to God outside of the ten
commandments. Many of these heath-
en belong to the church of Jesus,Chuist,
and profess the great blessing of sanctifi-
cation. This fact but adds to the depth
of their infamy and disgrace. It was but
a short time since that I witnessed the
administratton of the Holy Sacrament;
and I saw many of the members of that
society throw oui of their mouths large
quids of tobacco while they put the me-
morials of the Lord Jesus in. Tobacco
chewing Christians, coffee drinking Chris-
tians, wine bibbing Christians, alchoholic
. drinking Christians,Christians killing them-
gelves slowly by taking opium or any
other poisonous drug, or by following any
of the deadly fashjons of the day, are not
likely to become very great lights in this
crooked and perverse ge; ion, Awake
__thon that sleepest and be not conformed
4 to this world, but be ye transformed by
‘the renewing of your minds that ye may
prove what is the good and aceeptable
will of God. - :

FrienpsErp—An angel with healing
in her wings. ‘A flower that withereth
not in the garden of the heart. A tree
of life that blooms forever, A erystal
spring that never runs dry. An eternal
heaven in the soul.

They acknowledge no re- | 81

STUMBLING BLOCK.
Be careful, not, to throw stumbling
blocks in a brother's way, even in little”
things.  There - are two ways in which
you may do this:' Firsr," by doing what
is positively wrong, or of doubtful pro-
priety, T do not now allude to immoral-
ities and vice. Such things, 1 am happy
to say, rarely, very rarely, occur among
us, but I refer to the lesser violations of -
Christian propriety; such for instance, as
the indulgence of bad tempers; offences
against love, gratitude, and humility; the
practice of these dishonorable artifices
which are so common in the modern sys
tem of trade; conformity to the worldin
spirit, entertainments, dress, and amuse-
ments; and covetousness, hard-hearted-
ness, and indifference to the cause of reli
ion in the world. Fathers and mothers
in Israel, I beseech you, for the sake of
the “young men,” and the “little children,”
that you abstain from such things. Do.
not give the sanction of your example, the
aid of your influence, to the spread of a
diseased religious profession, in which such
leprous spots as -these are continually
breaking out. i
And should there happen to be any-
thing of doubtful propriety, a mere mat:
ter of taste and gratification; a matter
about which the Christian world are
somewhat divided; a matter condemned
by the more spiritual part of the church;
a matter seemingly, though not in realify,
at best half way between good and evil
resting on the very line of demarcation
between right and wrong, partly on:one
territory and partly on the other; in such
a case, the better instructed and more ex-
perienced members, should abstain from
these appearances of evil. - Should not
they be the first to set the example, and
to give out a pattern of self-deniall—
Shonld not they be the leaders of the
cross-bearing company?  Should mnot
their younger brethren and sisters see how
far advanced they are in the virtues of
forbearance, and separation from the
world? Should not they lend their aid
in training the new converts to that har-
dy, enduring, self-denying religion, which
is implied in the Christian profession ?'—-’
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Observe the example of the apostle PAuL.

Speaking of eating meats offered to idols,

he says: “Take heed lest by any means
this liberty of yours becomes a stumbling-
block to them that are 1 And

-through’thy knowledge shall thy weak

brother perish, for whom Christ died ?—
But when ye sin so against the brethren,
and woum{ their weak ‘conscience, ye sin
against Christ. Wherefore, if meat make
my brother to. offend. I will eat no flesh
while the world standeth, lest I make my
brother to offend.” 1-Cor. viii. The
general seutiment contained in this beau-
tifal and generous passage, is an affection-

ate solicitude on the part of the older, and"

better instructed, and stronger professors,

. not to enjoy -any. gratification, ot to do

anything, which should have the tendency
to pervert the principles, mislead the con-
science, perplex the reasonings, or grieve
theminds of such as are weaker or young-
er m the faith. What arguments and

.motives does the passage contain! By

misleading such persons we sin against
the brethren, wound weak consciences,
endanger immortal souls, sin against
Christ! Aged professors read this, pon-

. der it; tremble; and decide.

T

Ask Your Exemigs.—If you want to
know your faults ask your enemies what
they are, and you will be told. If there

is a broken place in your coat of mail,.

they will pierce you between the joints
of your harness. Perhapssome people
think that one ‘must needs be wicked to
have enemies. No. no; there is not a
good man or woman on earth (unless
they are sappily good—persons of no
force of character) who has not at least
one enemy. It is no credit to a manto
have it said of him, ¢ He has not an en-
emy in the world’ Such a sentence
would do very well to engrave upon the
tombstone of an infant or an idiot, but
it is far from being complimentary to a
man. :

_ inmmxss AxD Stx.—Do nothing, and
you will soon be in the way of doing
worse than nothing. :
Vain are all the terrestial pleasures;
but the glory of the celestial is eternal.

READY FOR WORK?

—

BY MRS. JULIA M. GOULD,

Christians, are your lamps trimmed and
burning?  Are you looking at your work
as you will ook at it at the judgment?
Is God living in you? TIsthe Holy Ghost
the living inspiration of all your thoughts
and actions? Have you power with God,
and with souls, not only to arouse them
from their earnal security, but, with the
wisdom that winneth, to lead them unto
the path they must take! Can you urge
them at once, to take the whole cross,
which is Christ, which will result in the
death- of self. - But, glory to-God! it will

also lead to the resurrection of his life in

the soul. Are you ready for this work ?

neration and sanctification as spoken
of in the Bible are closely connected.—
One immediately follows the other. The
Holy Spirit leads a justified soul, without
delay to an entire conformity to the will
of God; to relinquish self life in every

form that God may become his only life.

When this light shines, if he fails to take
it, he forfeits his justification. May God
show the people the fallacy of the ide
of resting in a merely justified state—
Friends of Jesus, talk this to young con-
verts, enforce the truth upon their minds
continually. Keep the standard of the
Gospel ‘raised where it belongs! Many
think, because they were once converted,
they are now in the way to heaven, not-
withstanding they are not living in obe-
dience to the commands of Their
submission, consecration, and faith, arenot
as perfect as when they received the par-
don of their sins. This being' the case,
they are nolonger justified, but are in the
broad road to death, blinded, deceived.
What! a majority of those who profess
to be following Christ, living in the daily

commission of sin? whereas the Bible ex-

pressly declares that whosoever commit-
teth sin is of the deyil.
Whosoever is born -of :God, doth not
commit sin. The state of justification .
cannot be retained a moment where the
least sin is eommitted.  Mr. Wesley says:
even babes in Christ are so as
not to commit sin. How isthe standard
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of justification become lowered! How
few are prepared to point souls to Jesus!
What a field of labor lays before us!—
Wherefore let us take unto ourselves the
whole armour, and do our work for the
Jjudgment. '

WORLDLINESS,
BY H. L. 'TALI.iO'r.

The more I learn from whatI see and
feel, the more 1 am convinced that
worldliness is the withering sirocco
which blasts both the tender shrub and
the grown tree of religious growth. I
should know from experience and ob-
servation, did not God’s word declare it,
that one cannot serve God and Mam-
mon. Inspiration is explicit on this
point. It plainly declares that ‘if a
man lovethe world the love of the Fath-
‘er is not in him.”? How, then, is it'pos-
sible for any one to suppose he is serv-
ing God ‘and is sure of heaven; when
the affections of his heart and the
thoughts of his mind are goingout after

. the world! When his conversation is

_ of that vain, frivolous, jesting nature
* which worldlings love; when his pleas-
ures are of that sensual, loose and fash-
ionable kind which. worldlings pursue;
‘when his companions are of that jovial,
impure, immoral character which world-
lings choose! Doesnot Christ say that
¢all that is in the world, the lust of the
- flesh, and the lust of the eye, ‘and the
pride of life, is not of the Father but of
the world? My brother, do we not
love- the world too well? In some
form does it not fill our thoughts to the
exclusion of Christ? In all things are
- we keeping ourselves unspotted from
~ the world ? we separate ? if not,
the ‘love of the Father’ is not in us.—
Let us beware, dear reader.  God isnot
mbeked, If we love the world we can-
not love God. If we prize the things
of the world we never shall be admitted
into the glories of heaven. The mind
which was in Christ may be—must also
be in us. -
- “Farewell, vain world, I bid adieu!
Your glories 1 ise,
Your friendship I no more pursue,
Your flatteries are but lies.’

A PRETTY PRAYER.

BY D. F. NEWTON.

Try fo‘ﬁ ray a pretty prayer—O you
need not. These I’?ﬁtty pIi’-ayers are’v{ry
beautiful ‘to be.sure, elegant, polished
brightly. "Pretty prayers are not only
beautiful, but very frequent. Go into our
gopular city churches, what do you hear?

retty prayers, delightfully pretty,
charming. * Every word, every sentence,
every petition is clock work, grammati-
cally eorrect, rhetorically eloquent.—
Every sentence is polished with round-
ed periods, not a break or a breach.—
ZEverything about these pretty prayers
will bear the strictest scrutiny, the most
acute eriticism. But where the soul, .
the unction, the life, the power—the
holy, sanctifying, purifying influence?
‘Where the importunity, the groanings
unutterable, the travailing spirit, the
wrestling ‘Jacobs saying, ‘I will not let
thee go!” Where the tongue of fire,
the rending heavens, the mountains
flowing down as when the melting fire
burneth ?

Prayer—what is it ? ~Ask Abraham
interceding for Solomon ; ask Jacob,
wrestling with the. angel till break of
day ; ask Moses, standing between the
living and the  dead ; ask Joshua, com-
manding the sun to stand still ; ask E-
lijah when he prayed it might not rain
for three years and six months ; ask E-
lisha, when he commanded fire to come
down from heaven, and consume the
‘captains with fifty after fifty ; ask Dan-

iel in the Lion’s den ; the three men in

the fiery furnace, heated seven times
hotter than was wont; ask Paul, Peter,
James and John, when prisons opened,
the barred gates burst asunder, in ans-
wer to prayer. Ask the martyrs at the
burning stake, on the scaffold, in dens
and caves, wandering in sheep skins and
goat skins, what prayer is.

Whence Amalek’s defeat, Joshua’s
victory, Hezekiah’s recovery, Solomon’s

-| wisdom, Peter’s deliverance out of pris-

on ; the apostle’s triumphs in the down-
fall of idolatry and the sefting up of

I churches? Were they all experienced
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inanswer to these ¢ pretty prayers, ster-
eotyped,polished, cut and dried ?
Beloved reader, are you trying to
pray ‘pretty’ prayers? Better let
the Holy Spirit dictate. ¢ - your
0 the Ho-
to God for

ly Spirit’s influence: Go

+ & new spirit, a holy, sanctified heart, full

. of gospel fire; a heart burning and

thirsting for the salvation of souls, a
lost«world, sinners perishing, rushing on
to hell, to wo everlasting, where the
worm dieth not, and the fire is not
quenched !
' How many useless prayers we say,
Because our lives our prayers belie ;
Because devotion dies away;
As on the air the echoes die.”

Away with these pretty prayers, and
these pretty preachings.* Always use
simple language in prayer. The best
rhetoric is a plain. fervent utterance.—

Pretences are all out of place here.—:

. Fine figures of speech are not allowable.

It is not to the congregation that a man
prays, but to God.

Lord, teach us how to pray, as thou
didst thy disciples; to pray always
with all prayer and supplication in the
Spirit. ‘For we know not what to
pray for as we ought; but the Spirit it-
self maketh intercession for us with

oanings which cannot be uttered.—

d he that searcheth the hearts know-
eth what is the mind of the Spirit, be-
cause he maketh intercession for the
saints, according to the will of God.—
Rom. viil. 26, 27. -

Prixyer, prayer, O sweet prayer,

Be it ever so simple, there’s nothing like |

prayer.
While strangers to prayer we’re strangers
to bliss ;

*We have pretty sermons, as well as pretty pray-
ers. Said thepeloquent Robert Hall, “I nl:n torxgen{-
ed with the desire of p: better than I can.—
But Thave no wish to make fine, pi sermons.—

ess is well enough when prettiness isin its
glace. Ilike to seea pretty chi]t{ a pretty flower,
at in & sermon prettiness is out of place. To
ear it would be any thing but commendation shoﬁg
it be gaid tome, * You have Flven us a pretty ser-
mon.” If I were upon trial for my life, and my ad-
Aatee burying Hi srguingit boneath profston
en a profusion
thasilowers of rhe:anc, Iwould t;a h:: , ‘Tt
man, you care more for your vani my hang-
ﬁ. {>ut yourself in xnyy lace, speakin view of the
and you will tell your story plainly and
earnestly,’

&

Heaven pours its full streams through no
medinm but this ;

And till we the seraph’s full ecstacy share, .

Our chalice of joy must be guarded by pray-
er

'Prayer, prayer, O sweet prayer,
Be it it ever so simple, there’s nothing like
prayer. >

DEPTHS OF CHRISTIAN EXPE-
RIENCE.

The wife of Jonathan Edwards was
almost as eminent in her sphere as her
distinguished husband in his. She was
a model housekeeper, full of energy, fac-
ulty and thrift, and taking the entire bur-
den of her studious companion. She at-
tended to all purchases, assumed the man-
agement of the children, and kept the
house in perfect order. She was also an
insatiate reader, devouring and digesting
the most abstruse theology as well as en-
tertaining volume, and able to discuss the
profoundest topics with an acumen which
commanded the respect and tasked the -
power of her husband in his best moods.
She waseminently pious, as may be in-

ferred from a record of her experiencein -- :

1742, when she attained,-as she thought, -
to the full assurance of faith. She gives
a glowing account of her experience:

I cannot find Janguage to express how
certain the everlasting love of God ap-
peared; the everlasting mountains and
hills were but,shadows to it. - My safety
and happiness, and eternal enjoyment of
God’s immutable love, seemed as durable
and.unchangeable as God himself. Melt-
ed and overcome by the sweetness of this
assurance, I fell into a great flow of tears,
and cold not forbear weeping aloud.—
The presence of God was so near, and so
real, that I scarcely seemed conscious of
anything else. I seemed to be under the
care and charge of my God and Saviour
in an inexpressibly endearing manner—
The peace and happiness which I thereaf-
ter felt were al ler inexpressibfe.—
The whole world, with all its enjoyments
and all its troubles, seemed to be nothing';
my God was my all and my only portion.
No possible suffering appeared to be
worth regarding; all persecutions and tor-
ments were a mere nothing.

At night my soul seemed to be filled
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" with an iexpressibly sweet and pure love
to God, anégpbotheciildrqn of ng; with
a refreshing eonsolation and solace of soul,
which made me willing to lie on theearth
at the feet of the servants of God, to de-
clare his ious dealings with me, and
to breathe before them my love, and gra-
titude, and ‘praise.

All night T continued in a constant,
clear and lively sense of the heavenly
sweetness of Christ’s excellent and trans
cendent love, of his nearness to me, and
of my nearness to him, with an inexpres-
sibly sweet calmness of soul in an entire
rest in him, T seemed tb myself to per-
ceive'a flow of Divine love come down
from ‘the heart of Christ in heaven into
my heart in a constant flowing -and re-

flowing of heavenly and Divine love from"

Christ’s heart to mine; and T appeared
to myself to fly or swim in these bright,
- sweet beams of the love of Christ, like
the motes swimming in the beams of the
sun. My soul remained in a heavenly
«elysium. T think what I felt each min-
ute, during the continuance of the whole
time, was worth more than all the out-
ward comfort and pleasure which T had
enjoyed in my life Eut together. It was
a pure delight which fed and satisfied my
soul. It was a sweetness in which my
soul was lost
In the house of God, so conscious was
I of the joyful presence of the Holy Spir-
it, that I could scarcely refrain from leap-
ing with transports of joy. My soul was
filled and overwhelmed with light, and
love, and joy in ‘the Holy Ghost, and
seemed just ready to go away from the
body. I had, in the meantime, an over-
whelming sense of the glory of God,
which was even sweeter than what pre-
ceded it. - My mind remained. so much
in & similar frame for more than a week,
that I counld never think of it without an
inexpressible sweetness in my soul.

Commune w?ith;’those you love, (for
God hath made usfor friendship’s bless-
edness,) even'if it be only with the si-
lent mediym of the pen.

Vioxrides to hell in a splendid coach
and four, while VIrTuE goes to heaven
bare-footed and begging.

LIFTING UP HOLY HANDS.

BY D. F. NEWTON.
Do you, beloved reader, lift up hol

hands Zontu;h:ls'ﬂ?‘ﬁ)r the minister while
delivering his message to the people?
Do you invariably make it duty consci-
entiously to pour'out yourinmost soul in
fervent, persevering supplication for
God’s overshadowing mercy, his con-
victing, converting, sanctifying, soul-
saving grace to accompany every word
flowing from the lips of the speaker?
standing between the living and the
dead? Do you make it a ial, in-
variable rule thus to beseech the Al-
mighty, for soul-saving” power to rest
uponhis servants in the pulpit, that ut-
terance may be given them, divine elo-
quence, holy boldness, strength on
strength, the tongue of fire? Ministers
in their best estate are but clay, empty
pitchers, earthern vessels, helpless, pow-
erless, save God. by his quickening, en-
ergizing influence lift them up. ‘

aul may plant, Apollos water, God
alone must give the increase.

No watchman on Zion’s walls can
open his mouth boldly asihe ought,
without the Holy Spirit ‘in answer to
prayer. Even the apostle Paul, inspired
as he was, learned as he was, talented
as he was—knew this,— that with-
out Christ helping he could do noth-
ing. He felt deeply the need of prayer
at the very time he held forth publicly
—ministering the word and the testi-
mony; and frequently did he solicit the
prayers of thesaints that he might open
his mouth boldly in making known the
mystery of the gospel, that he might
speak as he ought to speak. How was
it with Joshua in the battle field 7—
‘While Moses held up his hands towards

‘heaven Israel prevailed, and when he let

down his hands Amalek prevailed.—
[See Ex. 17, 11.] So it was, so it is,
so it will be; God will be inquired of.
It is through the medium of prayer that
the words proceeding from the lips of
God’s faithful servants, return not void,
but accomplish that: which he pleases,
and prosper in the thing whereto he
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sends them. God ispleased to work migh-
tily through this' telegraphic medium,
from earth to heaven, and from heaven
to earth. The Lord may sustain his
ministers, give mighty utterance, indite
“word for word by his Holy Spirit in'a
congregation of infidels, scoffers and
blasphemers—where the moral atmos-
phere ismalaria, or colder than a Green-
land iceberg! but ordinarily, where his
praying people are present, no sermon,
exhortation, or testimony is what " it
ought to be, full of fire and the hammer
of God’s word, sharper than any two
edged sword, unless the lifting up of

holy hands is perpetual. :
: %’berever there is a lack of holy unc-

tion, a spirit of prevailing prayer in the
hearts of God’s people, a cold dead for-
mality more or less prevails.

Christian friends believe ye this; and
do you always attend the house of wor-
.ship full of faith and the Holy Spirit ?
And during the exercises in the sanctu-
ary lift your whole heart for the bap-

tism pentecostal to rest upon the speak- |

- er, that God may be glorified in the sal
vation and sanctification of souls ?

'Tis v;hen the cross is preached, and only
then,

That from the pulpit a mysterious power
Goes forth to renovate the moral man.
He that without it wields
The sacred sword, at best in mock display.
A useless weapon flourishes in its sheath ;
None feel its edge—none fear it.

MORAL SENTIMENTS.

Ponder well the paths of thy feet, so
shalt thou walk surely, and thy way
shall be established.

At any cost live in heaven.

Do duty and fear nothing.

Faith knows no hardships.

Be entirely free: let no man bind
thee, and be not bound with the cords
of sin. ' i -

Men are believed on their word, but

* God is not taken at his.

Jesus is the soul’s best counsellor.—

Isa. ix ,6. '

I NEED JESUS.

Ineed thee precious Jesus, I need a friend like thee,
A friend to soothe and sympathize, a friend to care

for me;
I neec(lae the cleansing fonnmh:, where I can always
’l‘hép‘!l’g‘od of Christmostprecious, the sinner’s only
CHorus.—I need thee, I need thee, Ineed thee.

1 need thee precious Jesus, for I am v T,
A smnge‘ore r and a pilgrim i:ere, I hn:en n%ooeurthlx'
e 3

I need the love of Jesus, to cheer me on my way,
To gulge gxyy doubting footsteps, to be my strength
- and stay.

Cuorus.—I need thee.

I need thee precious Jesus, I need a friend like thee,

A fr}end to soothe and sympathize, a friend to care
or me ; » R

I need the heart of Jesus, tofeel each anxious ¢are,

To tell my every trouble to and allmy sorrows share.

CuoRrus,—I need thee.

I need'thee precious Jésus, for I am very blind,
A fooligh, weak, poor wanderer, with dark and evil

I need thy' cheering presence, as I tread the thorny

To guide me safe to glory, tobring mehome to God.
Caorus.—I need thee.

FALSE HUMILITY.

Many hypocrites make great preten-
ces to humility as well as other graces.
But they cannot find out what a humble
speech and behaviour are, or how to
speak and act so that there may be in-
deed a savour of Christian humility in
what they say or do. That sweet hum-
ble air and mien is beyond their art,
being not “led by the Spirit,” or nat-
urally guided to a behaviour becoming
holy humility by the vigor of a lowly
spirit within them. And therefore they
have no other way, but to be much in
declaring that they are humble, and tell-
ing how they were humbled to the dust
at such and such times, and abounding
in very bad expressions about’ them-
selves, such as—“I have a dreadful
wicked heart)” « Oh! thiscursed heart
of mine!” ete. Such expressions are
very often used, notwith a heart broken,
not with the feelingsof her that “ washed
Jesus’ feet with her tears,” not as “re-
membering’ and being confounded, and
never opening their mouth because of
their shame, when God is pacified,”
(Ezek. xvi. 63,) but wi h a light air, or
with pharisaical affectation.—Jonathan
Edwards. 2




THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN AND GOLDEI&&RULE.

MEEKNESS.
BY REV. LEVI WOOD.’
kS

No moral virtue is more ennobling
to the soul, or comforting to the heart
of man, than that primary Christian

called MEEKNESS.

But what is meekness? What are
its essentials? What its subordinate
- - qualities? And what are its legitimate
fruits? ‘We cannot frame a better an-
swer to the first of these interrogato-
ries than to say: It is the exact oppo-
site of sinful anger. And as anger is

. compounded of several ingredients, to.

wit: hate, malice, envy, revenge, impa-
_tience, rashness, cruelty, pevishness, fret-
fulness, and the like; so meekness in
the fulness of its meaning imports love,
goodness, contentment, returning good
for evil, patience, gentleness, tranquili-
ty, sweetness of temper, etc. These va-
rious terms have but a slight shade of
difference in their signification, and those
peculiar moral feelings, on various dis-
positions of the heart, which they are
severally intended to express, are all
comprehended, more or less, in the ori-
- ginal words, meekness, and its opposite,

anger. To be truly meek, is, therefore,
°to be entirely free from sinful anger and
all its concomitants. I say from sinful
anger, for there is an anger' which is not
sinful. 8o it is written of Jesus who
was the perfect embodiment of all meek-
ness. He looked round about on them
withanger; being grieved for the hardness
of their hearts.”
it is written: “God is angry with the
wicked every day.” Ps.vii,11. Again
it i8 written: “Be ye angry, and sin
not.” Eph. iv, 26. To be perfect in
meekness, is to be evermore tranquil,
patient, kind, gentle, mild, contented
and g;)ving. How excellent then, how
amiable is this primary Christian grace !
Truly “the ornament of the meek and
quiet spirit, is in the sight of God of
great price.” 1 Pet. iii, 4. Meekness
is not to be confounded with apathy,
for apathy is as different from meekness
as darkness is different from light. Yet
some have strangely confounded the

Mark iii, 5. Again.

two, mistaking the oné for the other,
putting one of the foulest errors of hea-
thenism, for a branch of true Christiani- .
‘ty. .Apathy implies both a dullness of
apprehension, and an imperviousness to
keen moral sensation; whereas meek-
ness comports with a-quickness of per-
ception, and a very keen moral sensibi-
lity. The truly meek are keenly sensi-
ble of evil inflicted, either on themselves
or their brethren, for they cannet be
insensible fo wrong more than others,
but still gentleness holds the reins of
their entire conduct.  Indeed none are’
so sensible of wrong inflicted onthem
as those who are truly meek, for none
have as distinct a perception of the real
nature of whatever is evil, and conse-
quently of its vileness. The meek can
clearly discern what is evil, and they
can also as patiently suffer it. The sen-
timent is indelibly written on their
hearts: “It is better to suffer wrong
than to do wrong.” Those constituent
elements of meekness which are essen-
tial to its existence may be thus sum-
med up; gentleness under insult and
injury ; tranquility in the midst of
storms and tempests; patience during
trials of mental or physical suffering ;
and a blissful feeling of complete ac--
quiescence in all the sovereign and bless-
ed will of God. :

Its subordinate qualities are those
which it assumes under peeuliar circum-
stances. One of these is-thé power of
adapting itself in the person of its pos-
sessor to the various tastes and peculi-
arities of different persons, so far as
may consist with its own nature, and
the nature of universal righteousness,
so as to secure a gracious influence over
others which may be- exercised for their
good. Still another of these subordi-
nate qualities, is the power it has, in
times of painful uncertainty. of resting
in God, and trusting to Him, to give all
necessary influences and directions.

But its good qualities are too numer-
ous to be mentioned in detail, and too
excellent to be described in one brief
essay ; we therefore pass to ahasty con-
sideration of its blessed fruits.

1. Meekness is a moral quality pro-
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ductive of the most exquisite sensations
of pleasure. It is the perpetual restof

. the spirit. Said the blessed Saviour :
“Come unto me all that labor and are
. heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
- Take my yoke upon you and learn of
‘me, for I am meek and lowly in heart,
and ye shall find rest unto your souls, for
my yoke is easy and my burden is
ight.” Again it is said: “The meek
shall inherit the earth, and shall delight
themselves in the abundance of peace.”
Ps. xxxvii, 11. Again it is said : “The
meek shall ‘eat and be satisfied: they
shall praise the Lord. that seek him :
our hearts shall live forever.” Ps. xxii,
27.  “For the Lord taketh pleasure in
his people: he will beautify the meek
with salvation.” Ps. exxxix, 4. “The

meek also shall increase their joy in the

Lord ; and the poor among men shall re-
joice in the Holy One of Israel.” Isa.
xxix, 19. “The Spirit of the Lord God
is upon me; because he hath anointed
mé to preach good tidings to the meek.”
Isa. Ixi, 4. “ Blessed are the meek.”
Math. v, 5. These passages fully prove

the felicity of the meek. None are so
happy as they, for they can bear all the
ills and misfortunes of life without be-
coming impatient; and all the provoca-
tions of a wicked world without becom-
ing offended.  “ Great peace or meek-
ness have they that love thy law, and

nothing shall- offend them.” The plea-
sures of the meek are of the most re-
finedand ennobled character. They ally
the soul to heaven and unite it to Jesus.
In a truly meek soul unmingled felicity
forever blooms; joy flows there with
- an abundant and perpetual stream, nor
has it any mound to check its course.
“The meek shall eat and be satisfied.”

i.e. The heart hungers no more for

pleasure when once it is filled with
meekness, for now it hath found its per-
petual solace. And as the desires, the
longings of the heart are inexhaustible,
8o the pleasures flowing from meekness
are without limitation. Meckness pre-
pares the soul for the constant influx of
whatever pleasures are essentialto the
heart’s own paradise. No I e can
possibly portray the happiness of those

who are truly meek, and their pleasures
are as lasting as the days of eternity,
and evermore increasing. :

2. Anather of the blessed fruits of

-meekness is, that it prepares the way

for extraordinary Divine illuminations.
The following texts are in place here:
“The meek will he guide in judgment,
and the meek will he teach his way.”
Ps. xxv, 9. “In meekness instructing
those that are out of the way.” 2 Tim.
ii, 5. “ Who is a wise man and endued
with knowledge among you? let him

-show out of a good conversatian his

works with meekness of wisdom.” Jas.
iii, 13. “ Wherefore receive with meek-
ness the ingrafted word which is able
to save your souls.” Jas.i, 21. The
foregoing passages prove the wisdom of
the meek. Christ, the meek, lamb-like
Son of God, is made unto such charac-
ters, wisdom. The very essence of hea-
venly wisdom is implied in the Apos-
tle’s phrase “meekness of wisdom.”—
“The meek will he guide in judgment.”
That is, they shall be unable through a
supematumlylight to judge accuratel
with reference to the moral state of in-
dividuals, and the qualities of moral ac-
tions. As there are no sinful desires,
no selfishness, no unholy ambition, no
malice, and no angry passions left with-
in the heart; as there is nothing left to
hinder a ready and clear perception of
truth, and an accurate judgment found-
ed upon such perception. “And the
meek will he teach his way.” Such an
one leans on Jesus’ bosom, and is ever-
more taught of God. ¢

3. Finally, the sum of the heavenly
fruits of Christian meekness, is salva-
tion. - Salvation from sin and all its
consequences. It is written: “The
Lord will beautify the meek with sal-
vation.” Ps. exxxiv, 4. And that sal-
vation with which' God promises to
beautify the meek, embodies in the ful-
ness of its meaning, the entire man, and
hath its ultimate completion only in the
resurreetion state. Surely meekness is
a primary Christian , and, “Bless-
ed are tke meek,” blessed now, and
blessed forever. . ~
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A DEATHBED.

FROM A PASTOR’S NOTE-BOOK.

“I have nothing to expelt, sir, but
condemnation ; nothing to expect but
condemnation.” \

The speaker articulated with " difficul-
ty. He was a large man, massive of
feature and muscular of limb. The aw-
ful pallor of his face was increased by
the masses of thick, black hair, that lay
in confusion about the pillow, brushed
off from the dead whiteness of his fore-
head. Struck down sutdenly from full,
hearty life to the bed of death, he made
then and there an agonizing confession,
such as too often -racks the ear of the
listener at unhappy death-beds.

A meek woman sat near the nurse
who was striving quietly to alleviate

the suffering he endured.
“Oh, don’t talk to me of pain !’ he
cried bitterly. It is the mind, woman,

t&*,e mind ;” and agony overclouded his

. He continued, slowly and deliberate-
ly, ¥There is a demon whispering in
iny ear for ever, ‘ You knew it at the
time, and at every time; you knew it/
Knew what? why, that a penalty must
follow a brokenlaw. Mark me—I have
not opened a Bible for thirty odd years,
I have not entered g church for twenty ;
yet the very recollection that my mo-
ther taught me to pray (and she died
when I was only six) has passed judg-
. ment upon all my sins. Ihave done
wrong, knowing that it was wrong; first
with a few qualms, then brushing aside
conscience, and at last with the coolness
of a fiend. Sir, in one minute of all my
life, I have not lived for Heaven; no,
not one minute. : :
~ “Oh, yes, Christ died for sinners, but
my intellect is clear, sir; clearer than
ever before. I tell you,” his voice sharp-
ened, almost whistled, it was soshrilland
concentrated, “I can see almost into
eternifP= I can feel that unless Christ
is desired, sought after, longed for, that
unless guilt is repented of; his death can
do me no good. . :
“Do I not repent? No,I am only

savage at myselfto think, to think, sir 1
he lifted his right hand impressively,
“ that I have so cursed myself. Is that
repentance? Do not try to console me;
save your sympathy for those who will -
bear it, 1 cannot. 3 g - L@

“ Thank you, nurse(this, as she wiped
his brow, and moisted his parched lips.)
T'am not-dead to kindness, if I am to
hope. I thank you, sir; for your Chris-.
tian offices, though they do me no good.
If we sow thorns, you know; we cannot
reap flowers—and-corn don’t grow from
thistle-seed. I 'have been following up
the natural laws, and I see an affinity
between them and the great laws of
God’s moral universe. Heaven was
made for the holy ; -without are dogs,
and whoremongers, and adulterers.—
There’s a distinction—it’s all right, all
right.” :

After that, till eleven- o’clock, his
mind wandeped, then he slept a few mo-
ments. Presently roused by the strik-
ing of the clock, he looked round, dream-
ily, taught the eye of the nurse, then of .
the Christian friend who watched.

“It’s awfully dark here,” he whisper-
ed. “My feet stand on the slippery
edge of a great gulf. Oh, for some
foundation !” He stretched his hands
out as if feeling for a way. ]

“ Christ is the only help—*I am the
Way, the Truth, and the Life’ ”—whis-
pered the man of God.

“Not_for me;” and pen cannot de- .
scribe the immeasurable woe in the an-
swer.

“7T shall fall, T .am falling!” he half
shrieked, an instant aftér,—he shudder-
ed, and all was over. The wilfully blind,
geaﬁ and maimed, had gone before his
Judge. The poor, despairing soul had
taken that last plunge into eternity.

“Tm falling I” It seems as if the ve-
ry chamber where he died has kept the
echo of that terrible ery.

He that walketh uprightly, walketh
surely, and none of his steps shall -slide.

God in nature; and mature in God;

' this union caps the climax of all perfec

tion.
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THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN

AND GOLDEN RULE.

BUFFALO, JANTUARY, 1868.

'MAKING CONVERTS.

To simply gain converts it is not necessa-
ry that either minister or members should
beina stateofv‘salvation. If 2 man is zeal-
ous, laboridus, earnest and eloguent he will
secure followers. -Especially is this the case

" if thecause he advocates is somewhat popu-
lar. The Pharesees made converts, and to
this end were very diligent and self-denying,
“compassing sea and land to make one pro-
selyte,” but our Saviour said, “when he is
made, ye make him two-fold more the child
of hell than yourselves.” The Mormons
make converts. We do not know of any
missionaries that have been more successful
in this respect than theirs. The Spiritualists
make converts. They have made more by
far in this city, in the past ten years than
all the churches combined. They claim
some four thousand adherents, and hold ser-
vice in one of the largest churches. The
Roman Catholics make converts. Francis
Xavier, one of their missionaries to India
and Japan, is said to have converted over
seven hundred thousand heathen to the Ro-
man Catholic faith. -

Of itself, it is no evidence that we are
right, or that God is with us, simply because
converts are made through our instrumen-
tality. The true test is found, not in their
number, but in their character. In the clas-
sic fables it is said that a fox once ridiculed

a lioness because she had but one whelp.-

" The reply of the mother of the monarch of
the forest was, “One, but a lion.” One real
convert to God, is, forall purposes for which
the Christian religion wasinstituted, worth
more than a thousand who have mistaken
conviction for regeneration, or who have
been simply converted tothe minister or the
church, and been made fiery partisans, or
fierce bigots.

There is in man a religious, as well asa
socml element that craves mdulgence In
our falien condition, we are to sa-
tisfy the demands of conscienceon terms as

easy and as favorable to the natural man as

possible. He who makes the gate so broad
that men can pass through it with their pas-
sions and their prejudices, without renoun-
cing the world, or confessing and forsaking
their sins, or repairing the wrongs they
have done to others, will ot want for dis-
ciples in this fallen world. To him who

does not wish to be at the trouble of gaining -

the victory over himself, it isgery agreea-
ble to be persnaded that he cannot befree
from sin in this life, and that, if heis faith-
ful to his duties; that is supports liberally
“the church,” and its institutions, the atone-
ment of Christ will be brought in as a sup-
ply for all his deficiencies. Many will pay
freely the man who with zeal and ability
defends them in a course so pleasant to their
depraved natures.

The religious character of converts par-
takes very largely of that of the churchand
minister who were instrumental in their
- conversion. THe proverb, “Like mother,
like daughter,” isnot as applieable to natur-
al, as to spiritual children. If the church
ia corrupt, her children will be corrupt. If
the older members tolerate oppression, love
money and pleasure, and fashion and dress,

“the converts will soon learn tosurpass them
in all their vicious indulgences. The whip
in the hands of the backslidden father, be-
comes a scorpion in the hands of the degen-
erate son. If the pattern is wrong, all the
garments made from it will be wrong also;
the Iabor will be lost and the material be
wasted. Tt is in vain that old professors
cry out “Do not look at us;” converts will
look to them and follow their examples.—
Christ, designed that his disciples should be
locked at. “Ye are,” said he, “ thelight of
the world.” But what is alight good for if
it is not to be'seen ?

Hence the reason why so much impor-
tance is attached in the Bible to having the
church right. If she is wrong all her seem-
ing successes but p ve th- way for ulti-
mate defeat and ruin. We think it may be
safely affirmed that nine tenths of ail the
warnings and exhortations of both the old and
New Testwments were addressed to the pro-
Jessed children of God. Wy 18 this ? Part-
ly because there is a ‘strong tendency in the

human heart to depart from God, which

RN PO A
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tendency has beén manifested in all ages;
and partly because the convertgwill be no
better than the church. Noble fruit never
grows on a degenerate plant ; sweet waters
never emanate from a bitter fountain; and
humble, devoted, God-fearing, zealous ¢on-
verts are never found in a lukewarm church.
It is of no use for professors to come toge-
ther and bluster about, and fry to get sin-
ners conv unless they are themselves
saved. They make a failure if they get no
converts; and if they get any they makea
still g'reater failure, It is bad enough for
the blind to fall into the ditch ; but their
condition is more pitiable if those whom
they undertake to lead fall on them and
sink them still deeper in the mire. Cakes
of ice frozen together, may make a show and

" . glitter in the sun; but they only constitute

_ an iceberg after all, and the larger the size
the more dangerous it is.

Men usually get converted to the stand-
ard of piety thatis held up in the preaching
to which they listen, and the testimony they
hear, and the lives of the representatives of
Christ with whom they are familiar. How

. important. then that the church be pure!
If the omswardly spotless and laborious
church of Ephesus was fallen, and needed
to 7ep:nt and DO HER FIRST WORKS, before
she engaged in any aggressive movements,
what shall be said of the .very best church
that can be found in the present day? Is
therefany honestly entitled to the commenda,_
tion given by Jeésus to one whom he pro-
nounces fallen? Ponder his words. Iknow
thy works, and thy labowr, and iuy, patience,
and how thow canst not arthe thita e
evil : andthou hast iried them which say they
are apostles, and are not, and hast Jound
them liars : and hast borne, and hast pationce,
and for my name's sake hast laboured, and
hast not fainted. Can each of these parti-
culars be affirmed of thee,and of thy bre-
thren? If they whohad so many good qua-
lities needed to repent, what shall be said-of
those of whom these things cannot be af-
firmed ? ;

A general revival is needed ; but it isneed-
ed first of all in the heart of the various

" churches. Let the fallow ground be broken

,up; for it is a waste of good seed to sow it

among thorns. Put theplow-share of truth
in to the beam. If some get thoroughly
saved you will be reoompensed for all your
pains. Do not be satisfied with simply see-
ing converts multiplied in Zion. Look well
to their character. Do'they love righteous-
ness and hate iniquity? Have they not
merely “changed their purpose,” but has

.God actually changed them by the washing

of regeneration and the renewing. of the
Holy Ghost? Do they renounce self, with
its boasted righteousness, its motives and its
pursuits? Has Christ become unto them a
Saviour and s King? Do they cheerfully
submit to his authority, and patiently bear
his yoke? Have they crucified the flesh,
with the affections and lusts? Have they
come out from the world, its fashions, its’
pleasures, and its pursuits. Do they no
longer “adorn themselves in gold and pearls
and costly array,” but which becometh those
professing ghdliness with good works? Are
the dissolute, the intemperate, the vile, re-
formed and saved, and able to witnessa
good profession before many witnesses ?

May such converts be multiplied in Zion!"
They never were needed more than now.—
Would you be instrumental in their con-
version ? Pray in faith, “Create in mesa
clean heart, O God, and renew a right spi-
rit within me. Restore unto me the joy of
thy salvation ; and uphold me by thy. free
Spirit. Then will I teach transgressors thy
wa 8, and sinners shall be converted unto
thee.” -

IDOLS.

A physitian examining a man for an in-
ternal injury, determines where the difficul-
ty lies by the flinching of the patient, when
the diseased part is touched. So you may
ascertain whether or. not you are given to
idolatry, by your actions and feelings, when
sny pressure is brought to bear upon that

which you hold dear. Is property your

idol? Do you love the world? You will
answer, “No; of course I do not.” Butif
you mourn, and pine, and lose your spirits-
when property takes fo itself wings and
flies away, then you may know thatyou .-
love the world, and that the love of the

father is notin you.
Do you, when the truth of God is faith-
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fally proclaimed, instead of indorsing it,
and letting the Holy Spirit apply it to your,
conscience, either find fault yourself or en-
courage those who do, and join issue with
. the word of God? Your idol has been hit.
" Are you unable to bear anything said or
written against the use of tobacco? Doyou
feel worse at hearing this vile narcotic de-
nounced than you do when God’s name is
Dblasphemed ? - In trouble and perplexity do
you go to your pipe for comfort, rather than
10 the blessed Saviour? Do you pay more
for incense to burn upon the altar of this
Indian goddess than you do for the cause of
Christ? Do you feel worse when deprived
of the inspiration of this unnatural stimu-
lant than you do when you have failed to
receive a a blessing in your soul, or when

deprived of the comforts of the Holy Ghost?
It is strange that you can be so blinded as

not to see that you are given to idolatry.—
The clouds of smoke in which you are in-
/volved, have created an unnatural atmos-
phere around you, and your spiritual vision
is obscured.
Others make an idol of dress, They do
 not realize it. Yet they cling to their for-
bidden ornaments, their “gold and pearls
and costly array,” in the face of the express
commands of God and their own solemn,
and oftrepeated vows. Keep yourselves
from idols. ;
RELIGIOUS FASHIONS.

The fashions of the religious, like those
of the gay world, often change, and not al-
ways for the better. Without designing it
we adopt the phraseology of those with
whom we are familiar. Children learn to
talk by imitation; and so, many who were
never in the kingdom of grace, learn to talk
the language of Canaan by conversing with
those who dwell there. Many who have

gone into captivity, still retain the sacred.

language, and in their dreams by the waters
of Babylon,imagine themselves to be in the
land of promise. : -
It was once the custom for the servants

of God to speak very disparagingly of them-

. gelyes and of their attainments in grace.—
Their great aim seemed to be o abase self
and exalt Christ. We were much struck
in reading the letters of John Bradford, a

holy man of God, who suffered martyrdom
by fire in England, in the year 1555, in the
reign of bloody Mary. Just before he was
burned he kissed the fagots'and the stake.
To one who suffered with him he said, Be
of ‘good comfort brother ; for we shall have
a merry supper with the Lord this-night—
‘Without any change of countenance, void
of fear, triumphing in Christ, he met his
cruel fate. : :

At the close of his godly letters, written
to encourage desponding saints, he sub-
scribes himself,

“ The most miserable, hard-hearted, un-
thankful sinner, John Bradford.”

“ A very painted hypocrite, John Brad-

3
ford.” - 3

. Writing to Father Traves he says, “I
 pray you, pray for me, a most, (what should I
call me) miserable and blasphemous sinner,
a very hypocrite, John Bradford. e

Such was the language common to the
times. But now the fashion has changed,
and professing Christians speak very confi-
dently and very highly of their religious
attainments. They make high professions.
Some will fight holiness one hour and pro-
fess it the next. The highest attainments
of grace are claimed by some, who, accerd-
ing to the standards of their church, are
not even scripturally awakened.

“How can you consistently wear that
jewelry?” inquired a servant of Christ, of
one who professed to enjoy entire sanctifica-
tion. :

“Q my heart is'not upon it, I would lay
it aside at once if I felt it was wrong,” was
the prompt response.

Yet this person belonged to a church in-
the constitution of which it is said: We
know that God’'s Spirit writes upon truly a-
wakened hearts, that they should avoid adorn-
ing themselves in gold, and pearls, and costly
‘array. These affirm that it is not written
upon their hearts. Therefore, according to
their own standards, they are not truly a-
wakened. Still they go on professing the
highest state of grace. Poor, self deceived
mortals! Full of subtle pride and self
complacency, drifting down with the cur-

Heaven !

rent to endless woe, and yet dreaming of
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THE EARNEST OHRISTIAN AND GOLDEN RULE

If your religion is one of fashion merely,
it will answer the ends of fashion only, but
will not save your soul The heart is
treacherous. » It should be sounded ‘and
probed. If you belong to a church, and
reat your pew and pay and pet your favo-
rite minister because it is the fashion; if
your religious life is governed and controll-
ed by your associations; if you make the
profession, and adopt the phraseology of the
religious party with which you are associ-
ated, and act ag you are acted upon, and
shine as you are shone upon by those around
you, rest assured that your religion is vain,
and your hopes of Heavén are vain.

“We would have every one profess what

God does for them, and all that God does f

‘for them. “With the mouth confession
is made unto salvation.” " But see to it,
that in your testimony, you give your
own experience. Never say any thing be-
cause you hear others say it. As a witness,
" give independent testimony. Get the heart
filled; and out of the abundance of the
heart the mouth will speak of the things
of God. Then there will be a freshness,
and power in your words that will carry
convictiop with them. The Holy Ghost,
says Finney, will make any man eccentrie,
DEDICATION AT ROSE.

A FRrEE METHODIST CHURCH was dedi-
cated to the worship of God, at Rose, N.
Y., on Thursday, the8th of January, 5
The dedication sermron was preached by
Rey. J. Travis, of Rochester. We arrived
in time to see provision made for pa.ymg for

both church and parsonage.
- The church is commodious, plain a.nd neat,

and centrally and pleasantly located. The
parsonage stands next to the church and
will afford a pleasant home for the preacher
that labors on that circuit. The meetings
were continued over the Sabbath, with in-
creasing interest and profit. Several were
* gaved while we were there; and we learn
from Rev.'W. Cooley, the pastor, that the
work is still going on.

‘We preached at Clyde on Sabbath even-
ing, and found a good deal of interest.. Two
came forward to seek salvation, when an

ﬁnﬂta.tlon was given, and we trust there
v;ﬂlyetbe a good work of grace there.—
“.Clyde, like all other large towns, needs 5

FREE church where THE POOR-can have the
Gospel preached to them.

’ ENCOURAGEMENT.

- To the praise of the Lord we would say
that the prospects of the Earnest Christian '
and Golden Rule are, on the- w]xole quite as
encouraging as they were last year at this
time. The*kind words and subst#ntial ef-

- forts of our friends call forth our liveliest

gratitude. Things never looked so darkeas
at the commencement of this year. But
God has undertaken for us ; many of the true
friends of Jesus, whose love for the great
principles we advocate is unshaken, have
rallied to our support ; and, if our lives are
spared, the Earnest Christian will continue
0 hold up the Gospel standard of salvation.
We trust our friends will continue their ef
forts to extend our circulation, and we pro-
mise you on_our. part to do all we canto
make this magazine deserving of the sup-
port of every lover of an uncompromising
Christianity. We give a few extracts from
the many kind words which have been ad- -
dressed to us, -and which have greatly en-
couraged us to perseverein trying to declare
the whole counsel of God. A brother mi-
nister writing from Indiana, and sending us
several new subscribers, says: -

Rev. B. T. RoBERTS -—Dear Bro., The
Earnest Christian is admirably adapted to
the moral wants of our once happy, but now
bleeding country, and I would that you and
our.dearly beloved Bro. Newton had a thou-
sand agents employed in' scattering your °
“work of faith and labor oflove” throughout
the length and breadth of our land, asso
many leaves for the healing of the nation.

Affectionately yours,
“One from the “Garden State” says:
‘We want the Earnest Christian. We love

“its outspokenness, and regard it as being

mighty through God to the pulling down of
the strong holds of sin. Dear brother, con-
tinue to scatter broad-cast the seed of everlas-
ting life. Although some may fall by the
way side, other may fall on good ground and
bear fruit to the glory of God and the salva-
tion of many souls. B. W. H.
One from the Green Mountain State says:
Dear Bro. Roberts —I am glad I have
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the pleasure of addressing one periodical
. that is striving to keep in the golden chan-
nel—bless God I love the drawn sword that’
has a sharp point and a keen edgé, and is'
_kept bright by constant use. I inclose you

five dollars for the Earnest Christian.
Yours truly,

-

‘We love the catholic spirit breathed in
the following from a faithful minister of
Christ : ¥

BureAvu Co., 111, Dec, 25, 1862.

Dear Bro. Roberts :—Inclosed you will
find one dollar to renew my subsecription
for the “ Earnest Christian.” ‘We cannot
well dispense with its monthly visifs. I
am much in sympathy with its high toned
plety,— Salvation from sin,”—Its opposi-
tion to the great evils of the day, Slavery,
Secret Societies, etc. ; but the Rev. E. Bow-
en, D. D., was mistaken, or rather had not
learned the character of the American Wes-
leyan, when he stated “that he did not
know of any periodical, except the Earnest

-Christian, which has the moral courage to
encounter that abomination.”

I am a Wesleyan, yet I sgke hands and
unite heart with what I concéive to beright
in all denominations. Iam glad to see the
standard of piety held up to freedom from

‘inbred sin; while you make that very pro-
minent in your teaching, we are also, to
gome extent, coming np to the standard,
practically as well as theoretically. May
God strengthen us by his Spirit in the in-
nerman, and you also, to carry out the de-.
sign of God, in rasing you up as a people
whose iufluence is felt in other denomina-
tions. 3

Yours for truth and holiness.
SOHT, B

THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN.
; Never shall I.'forget the emotions awak-
ened in my mind, when I first saw the pros-
pectus for the Earnest Christidn, little more
than three years ago. There was some-
thing in the name that awoke interest, led
1o reflection, and at once decided me to be-
come a subscriber, should the work prove
to be what the name purported. I wrote
for the first number, which seemed just

JT. 4

what was needed in this day of rehgxous,
ted literature, to aid “the few”
who were sincerely striving to save thelr
souls and gain Heaven; and also to arouse
the many who were being Tulled by the
syren song. of the deceiver, slumbering at
their posts; dreaming of Heaven, and yet
ungaved. I subscribed for two copies, send-
ing one to a friend. Bro Roberts likewise
gent me a number of extras which'I dis-
tributed tothose that I supposed were in-
quiring for the “old paths.”” They also be-
came subseribers, and soon the Earnest
Christian became’ a welcome visitant in
many houses among the circle of my ac-
quainta.nce, while some fearfully declined
receiving it because it.was unsupported by
church authority. Inanswer tothe prayers *
of faith, and by the blessing of God on the
assiduous labors of our beloved editor, the
Earnest Christian continues unto this day,

its publication having ceased to be an ex-

periment. We humbly trust that itis per-
manently established, and that it will long
continue to bless the church, and the world,

- by its plain scriptural fruths, and its spirit

of deep-toned and heart-searching piety.
LA P

MISTAKES. #

wDo you ever make any? We do some-
times, though we take all the pains we can
to ayoid them. We are satisfied that the
periodical business cannot be carried on
without the occurrence, now and then, of
more or less mistakes. We hear but few
complaints—far less than we might expect.
‘We wish to say to our subsecribers, once for
all, that if any does occur, please inform us,
at once, and we will rectify it to the best of our
ability. If the Earnest Christian fails to
reach you in its monthly visits, if you re-
ceive an imperfect copy, if you are not prop-
érly credited for money sent or paid, or any
other mistakes occur, please let us know,
and we will make all right to the best of
our ability, It will cost but three cents to
write to us from any part of the country.—
The fault is not always on our part. Some-
times our subscribers in writing fail to give
the name of the Post Office and State where
they receive their magazines, and in that case
we frequently fail o find their names aftera
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Tong search. *Soriietimestheygive the name
of the town in which they resxde, but not
ﬂp name of the Post office. Be explicxl?‘m
your directions. Write every letter in prop-
er names distinct. In all cases give the name
of your Post affice and state. ‘And-if any
mistake occurs have patiencewith us: donot
thinK'We mean to wrong you, but acquaint us
with the fact, and we will give you proper
satisfaction. Any one claiming premiums
will please say so, and they will be duly
forwarded.
ODD NUMBERS.
We have on hand a supply of odd num-
bers—parts of broken volumes of the Earn-
2 est Christian. They are in perfect condi-
tion, and as good every- way-asawhen first
dssued. To those who have not read them,
the reading matter is just as good and just
a8 interesting as when first published- We,
~want them to'go out and be doing good.—
'i'hey would be just the thing to send to
friends in the army. We will send twelve

different numbers to any address for fifty
- eents, or six numbers for twenty-five cents.

Send on your orders at once. Send us postage

stamps or postage currency, or current bills ;

but do not send us any shinplasters, or m-

dividual or corporation motes. gE——
TO OUR' CORRESPONDENTS.

We beg the indulgence of our friends
who have a right to expect from us answers
10 letters they havesent. We are working
as lm.!d 88 we can, mght and day, but we

* find there is a limit to the amount of work
which we can accomplish. - You shall hear
from us as soon gs yossible.

DRUNKEN GENERALS. |

The following article is taken from the
Tllinois Son of Temperance :

For once we agree with a rebel sta.tement
that when a full and impartial history of
this ‘war is written, a bloody list of blun-

ders and disasters, growing out of drunken-

ness, will see the light. But they will not
all appear on the rebel side. Were it other-
wise, the conflict would have been ended
before this. . Millions have been wasted in
the ‘pr'osecution of this war by miserable
appointments. For this, the appointing pow-

. ersmust give a fearful account. The fol-
" Jowing is the rebel statement to which we

“ble ministers of the M. E.

have alluded. It is from the Augusta (Ga)
“Constitutional :

“YWhen a full history of this war i writ-
ten, if it should ever be, a bloody list of
blunders and disasters, growing out of the:
drunkenness of confederate officers, will see
the light. - This will prove true especially
of the late ‘battles near Richmond, which, -
though they. were a series of brilliant vic-
tories for Southern arms, were, in some
parts of those well-fought fields, purchased
at an unnecessary cost of blood. The vie-
tories were won, not by the cool and self-
possessed intellects of the Generals so much
as by the indomitable pluck‘of the soldiers,
They were won, not in consequence of the
sober skill and good judgment of division
and brigade commanders, but in the ab-
gence of these qualities in some cases. We
hear the names of more than one promi.

nent general officer mentioned in connection
with the undue use of liquors in that event-
ful week. We forbear to publish now what
is quite rife in the community on:this point,
hoping that aunthoritive action, may be -
taken to bring the facts to light. We sim-,
ply refer to the subject, without calling
names. We would not even do this on

vague rum ‘We are constrained to speak-:
from the bes!’ﬁmony of , letters from and fo -

" | responsible parties.” 3

M. E. CHURCH. According to the statis-*
tics of the M. E. Church they have now a
‘membership in society of 942,906, showing
a decrease from last year of 45,617 Thisis
doubtless largely owing to the influence of
the war. A good many ministersand a large
number of the members are actually in the
service. And the Churches along the border
Jhave been sadly disturbed, and in some ca-

‘ses broken up.

LITERARY NOTICE.

THE AMERICAN WEsqan is the orgsn
of the Wesleyan Methodists in America, &
denomination forced into existence by the -
oppressive measures taken some no-
urch, who felt
that they could not tolerate slave- holdmg
in the Church of Christ. :

Br.Prindle makes ;an excellent paper—
Under his judicious erit, a steam-
press, type and other fixtures have been re-
cently purchased and paid for; and the pa '
per in its new dress. makes: azgood appear-
ance. 'We rejoice ‘in the prosperity of the
W eyleyans;and hope thatGod will add greag-
ly to their efficiency in spreading the RHe
deemer’s km n'\iqm upon earth.




