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A disciple^,* learner. The word is 
derived froWiTOe Latm verb disco, I 
learn. The word translated "disciple" 
in the New Testament is, in the origi
nal, /̂ aBrrrw from the verb liavBavu, to 
learn, to be taught. From this root 
oomes our English word mathematics. 
A disciple of Christ is a person -vdio is 
learning of Clirist; not one whoa* edu
cation is completed, nor one who is in
tending to go to him for instruction, but 
one who is actually learning, from day 
to day. Life is the school, Christ the 
teacher, and all real Christians the 
learners. 

No one can be truly a Christian with
out being a disciple of Christ. All 
Christians are disciples. This is the 
name bv which they are commonly 
designated in the Gospels. "And the 
disciples were called Christians firstfat 
Antioch."* " Go ye therefore and feach 
(̂ liaBi/revaaTe, disciple,) all nations,"f 
says the greatoommission. No matter 
what Church yoa belong to, if you are 
not a disciple of Christ, you are not a 
Christian in the higflfest sense of the 
term, not in a staje of salvation. 

It is impossible to ovei-TCstimate the 
desirableness of being a disciple of 
Christ. What school could fail of be
ing liberally patronized whose students 
Were guaranteed against failure in the 
profession for which they are designed ? 
West Point affords ample provision for 
acquiring a military education, and yet 
West Point graduates often sufler dis-
fraceful defeats in I battle. The best 

•Acts xi. tMatt xsvUl. 19. 

medical college in the land sends out 
many unskUOul doctors. But every 
disciple of Christ is promised the most 
complete success in the high calling for 
which he is' intended. The object of 
his education is to qualify him to move 
forever in the society of the pure and 
the holy, to engage in the delightfiil 
employments of heaven. All his train
ing is calculated to fit him for the ser
vice of God throughout eternity. Nfli 
one who attends to the instructions of 
Christ can miss this glorious end. 
" Learn of me," He says, "and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls." And for fear 
his written instructions might not be un
derstood, or duly applied, He promises a 
Di-vine interpreter. "But the Comforter, 
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Fath
er will send in my name, he shdl teach 
you all things, and bring all things tok-f̂ y 
your remembrance whatsoever "i have •'* ,̂,,, 
said unto you."* Lest some might be 
inclined to restrict the application of 
this passage to the Apostles, John was 
""Divinely inspired to write, in his gene
ral epistle addressed to all Christians 
in all coming time, "But ye have an 
unction from the Holy One, and ye 
know all things."f This anointing waa 
to be, not as a sudden flash that illumi
nates for a moment and then leaves the 
darkness as great as before, but as the 

f iOidy rays of a sun that never goes 
wn. "But the anointing which ye 

have received of him abideth in you, 
and ye need not that any man teach 
you: but as .the same anointing teach
eth you of all things, and is truth, and 
is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, 
ye shall abide in him."| 

•John xlT. aa. t l John il. » . -• JI John 11. 27. 
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In other matters you may make mis
takes, but in the great matter of your 
personal salvation, if you are an humble 
disciple of Christ and attend faithfully 
to his instructions, you wUl never be 
suifered to go astray. If you le^n upon' 
your own understanding, however strong 
it is, you'-will go wrong; but if, dis-
trustfiil of yourself, you look to Jesus 

. for guidance, he will lead you aright. 
Tlie best students of the best schools 
may make sad failures in their callings, 
but the disciples of Jesus need never go 
wrong. His steps are ordered of the 
Lord. Eflessed schoolj Divine In
structor ! teach us that our feet may 
never wander from the path of life. 

The disciple of Christ is fully cared 
for-—aU his real wants are satisfied; he 
shall lack for nothing that can contri
bute to his proficiency in a personal ac^ 
quamtance with divine things. Other 

• students may suffer from want, but he 
who daily waits at tbe feet of Jesus, 
shall lack no good thing. He who seeks 
first the kingdom of God and His right 
eousness, shall have food and raiment, 
fiiends and shelter added unto him. "If 
ye shall ask auy thing in my name,'' 
says Jesus to his disciples, "IwUl do 

• it."* These are not idle words. They 
:̂ must be taken in their fiUl force and 

meaning. Every-promise made by Je
sus may be relied upon.. 

Many students toil, that they may ob
tain promotion in aft»r life, yet they are 
never sure of reaching the object of their 
aspirations. But he who learns of Jesus, 
and continues to follow Him, is certain 
of attaining to an elevation of which the 
loftiest imagination can have no adequate 
conception. He shall possess an inheri
tance that is incorruptible, undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away. " To him that 
overcometh," says Jesus, and all disci
ples overcome, "will 1 grant to sit with' 
me in my throne, even as I also over
came and am set do-wn with my Father 
in his throne." f What can any one de
sire more 1 A fiideless inheritance and 

• an incorruptible cro^wn! And it is not 
for the few, the fortunate ofiieer, but the 

""ijno. X1T:14. tHeT.ili:21. 

humblest disciple of Jesus, who learns 
of him, in the lowest social position, a-
mid the severest toils of daily life, shaU 
have a crown whose fadeless splendor 
shall pale the brightest diadem- that 
ever graced imperial brows. He shall 
reign over nature herself, penetrate her 
mysteries, and familiarize himself with 
her secret workings. Who would not 
be a disciple of Christl The natural 
supposition would be that he would have 
too many and not too few. 

And why is he not thronged •with 
those who would learn of Him ] The 
answer is, because men are not willing 
to comply with the terms of disciple
ship. Many would follow him if they 
could do so on terms of their own pro
posing. Tliey would make laws for 
Christ instead of accepting them at his 
hand. While professing to be disciples, 
in reality they arrogate to themselves 
the prapogatives of the master. In this 
they make a great mistake. Never did 
a teacher so jealously guard against the 
slightest deviation from the conditions 
on which he proposes to impart instruc
tion as Jesus. Many deceive them
selves on this point. Were they pre
paring simply to enter college, with what 
zeal would they labor for months to pass 
the requisite examination. And yet if 
they did uot fully meet the prescribed 
requirements, they might not be reject
ed. ; How careless, often, are these same 
persons in reference to their meeting the 
conditions on which Christ promises to 
become their teacher! Fatal deception! 
He never lowers his teriiis! Heaven 
and earth, stable as they seem to be, 
shall pass away, sajB Jesus, but my words 
shall noi pass away. They shall all be, 
in due time fulfiUed. '-Whoever does 
not meet the conditions of discipleship 
which he lays down, belong to what 
church, or occupy what pulpit he may, 
cannot be the disciple of Christ. There 
is no mistaking in this matter. Cut 
off who it may, Christ's rule must be 
insisted upon. If you fail, it is time 
you knew it. He who thinks he fol
lows Jesus, while he follows his own , 
unsanctified inclinations or -wUd ima
gination,'is to be pitieAindeed. How 

I 
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shall we know ? To the law and the tes
timony. 

The conditions of discipleship are not 
expressed in ambiguous or difiicult lan
guage. The words that Jesus employs 
are few apd simple. For he said to 
them all. I f any man will come after me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross daily and follow me. For whoso
ever will save his life shall lose i i ; but 
whosoever will lose his life for my sake, 
the same shall save it.* The same con
ditions are laid down again and again. 
No lesson is repeated more frequently 
in the Gospel, or insisted upon w îth 
greater emphasis. J f any man come to 
me, and hate not, that is love infinitely 
less, his father and mother, and wife 
and children, and brethren and sisters, 
yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my 
disciple. And whosoever doth not bear 
his cross, and come after me, cannot be 
my disciple.f Mathew records the same 
doctrine twice| and Mark once,§ in near
ly the same language. The same senti
ment is expressed in phraseology a lit
tle different • by every writer of the Sa
cred Scriptures. But for the darkness 
thrown over this plain language, by the 
sensual age in which we live, there would 
be no mistaking its meaning. It is clear, 
precise and pointed. 

Let us examine it more closely. The 
first condition of our being disciples of 
Jesus is 

1. SELF DENIAL. But of what, and 
to what extent must self be denied 1— 
We answer in general terms, of every 
thing forbidden by ihe word of God and 
by his Holy Spirit. Can you find fault 
with this ? Be careful lest you be found 
fighting against God^ " For the grace 
of God that bringeth salvation, hath ap
peared to all men, teaching us that de
nying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously and god
ly, in this present world." || 

The bodily appetites must be subdu
ed. They must be brought into such 
subjection, that no matter how strong 
the temptationj-br how favorable the op
portunity, they shall all be under the 

•Lnkeix: iS. -lUifeTiy: 27. tMat.x: 88—XT1:81. 
IMarkvlii: S l . ^ ' n t . i i : ». 

control of reason and the word of God. 
Nothing will be eaten or drunk that im
pairs health; or renders the soul stupid 
and dull, and unfits it for communion 
with God. Every kind of filthiness of 
the flesh, and of the spirit, -will be laid 
aside. Is tobacco a " filthiness of the 
flesh?" If not, what is? It fouls the 
breath, pollutes the air, makes gross the 
flesh and deadens the sensibilities of the 
soul. Do tea or coffee impair your di
gestion, render you wakefiil, when you 
should sleep, or in any -wise injure your 
bodily or spiritual health? rjli^atter 
how fashionable their use m'jjfcJbe, or 
how hard it may seem to part with the 
long-cherished indulgence, if you would 
be a disciple you wiU not turn back at 
these first lessons of self-denial. They 
that are Chrisfs, says the apostle, have 
crucified ihe fiesh with the affections and 
liuts.* To crucify, in the original, 
aravgoa, is to nail to the cross, so that 
escape is impossible and death certain. 
Hence the Apostle says, "The world is 
crucified unto me and I unto the world." 
'•-' I have utterly renounced the world and 
the world me." Can you adopt this 
language ? 

Satan loves to push poor human na
ture from one extreme to another. The 
poor deluded papist, in eamest to save 
his soul, was driven to a sceticism, to 
inflict tortures upon his body until the 
benevolent religion of Jesus appeared 
to outvie in severity the worst forms of 
heathen idolatry. The self-complacent 
Protestant, equally deluded, goes to the 
opposite extreme of self-indulgence, and 
if you now meet a gentleman dressed 
with more than ordinary gentility and 
care, having evidently a great regard 
for his outward appearance and physi
cal comfort, you wi 1 not be very likely 
to mistake if you set him down as the 
popular pastor of some orthodox Pro
testant church. 

The great inefficiency of the ministry 
of the present day is owing, in no small 
degree, to the fact that those who at̂  
tempt to disciple others, are not them
selves disciples according to the reckon
ing of Jesus. They have not the first 

•Gal. T : S 4 . 
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mark. They do not deny themselves 
at all for the Gospel's sake. They in
dulge self just as freely and fully as the 
fashion of the times will admit. 

Men who have been eminent for use
fulness in the cause of God have been 
remarkable for their self denial. The 
greater their control over self, the greater 
their influence over others. Said the 
holy Paul, " I take pleasure in infirmi
ties, in reproaches, in persecutions, in 
distresses, for Christ's sake. Such a 
man caw^t be subdued. If, with our 
weak fa^t" we can barely make out to 
live throlgh " reproaches," and " perse
cution," and a little suffering not amount
ing to "distresses," we congratulate our
selves, and are applauded as doing well. 
But who thinks of taking pleasure in 
them ? Again, he says: " But I keep 
under my body and bring it into s u t 
jeiAion," (not as a matter of fashion, but 

• of necessity,) "lest that by any means, 
when I have preached to others, I my
self should be a castaway." The origi
nal is far more emphatic than our trans
lation. It reads, vTrutnalia fiov rb aa/xa, 
that is literally, " I strike my body un
der the eye; I beat myself black and 
blue." The evident meaning is, " I dis
cipline my body severely," " I make it 
entirely obedient to the voice of God, 
and force it to contribute all it can to 
further the great work to vphich God 
has called me." An<r thus he went on 
through life " rejoicing in tribulations," 
ready to do or suffer all the wUl of God. 

Fleteher, too, was a man who walked 
with God. His days were filled up 
with usefiilness, and his death was most 
triumphant. Who of those who read 
these- pages would make the choice he 
-did in the selection of his field of labor. 
His friend, Mr. Hill, offered him the 
living of Dunham in Cheshire. " The 
parish," said his friend, " is small, the 
duty light, the income good, (£400, or 
about $2,000 per annum,) and it is sit^ 
uated in a fine, healthy, sporting coun-
try."" 

Aft)er cordially thanking Mr. Hill for 
his kindness, Mr. Fleteher added: 

"Alas! sir, Dunham will not suit me. 

There is too much money and too little 
labor." 

" Few clergymen make such objec
tions," said Mr. HiU. "I t is a pity to 
decline such a living, as I do not know 
that I can find you another. What 
shall we do? Would you like Madely? 
If so, I shall find no difficulty in per
suading the present vicar to exchange it 
for Dunham, which is worth twice as 
much." 

" That, sir, would be the very place 
for me," responded Mr. Fletcher. So 
he went to Madely, a«d was so well 
satisfied to labor among the poor ot 
Madely forest that he would never ac
cept of any preferment. • 

" He was," says Wesley, who knew 
him well, " more abundant in his min
isterial labors, both in public and pri
vate; visiting his whole parish, early 
and late, in all weathers; regarding 
neither heat nor cold, rain nor snow, 
whether he was on horseback or on 
foot. When not visiting, he studied 
with scarce any intermission from four
teen to sixteen hours a day. He sel
dom took any regular meals, unless he 
had company; but twice or thrice in 
twenty-four hours ate some bread and 
cheese, or fruit, instead of which he 
sometimes took a draught of milk, and 
then wrote on again. When one re
proved him for this, for not allowing 
bimself a sufficiency of necessary food, 
he replied, with surprise, 'Not allow 
myself food! Why, my food seldom 
costs my housekeeper and me less than 
two shillings a week !" 

President Edwards was a holy, use
ful man, and "being dead, he yet speak
eth." He says: "I thmk I find myself 
much more sprightly and healthy, both 
in body and mind, for my self-denial in 
eating, drinking and sleeping. It is a 
great dishonor to Christ, in whom I 
hope I have an interest, to be uneasy 
at my worldly state and condition; 
when I see the prosperity of others, and 
that aU things go easy with them; 
when the world is smooth to them, and 
they are happy in many respects, and 
very prosperous, or are advanced te 
much honor, etc., to envy them, or be 

5i . • 
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he least uneasy at it, or even to wish 
or the same prosperity, and- that it' 

would be ever so with me. 1 therefore 
concluded always to rejoice in every 
one's prosperity and to expect for mj--
self no happiness of that nature as long 
as I live, but reckon upon afflictions and 
betake myself entirely to another hap
piness." 

We might multiply examples, but it 
is not necessary. We have never heard 
or read of any one who was successfiil 
to any extent in wiiming souls to the 
Cross, that did not live in the daily 
practice of self denial. Many who once 
had power with God and man, after
wards became mere formalists, destitute 
of power, and of no special use in the 
salvation of souls. What was the cause ? 
Perhaps they are reluctant to admit the 
fact, and wiU teU you they do not know 
the cause. But you will find that Satan 
suggested, that as they were laboring so 
hard for God, a little more than ordi
nary self-indulgence might be aUowed. 
They listened to the suggestion. They 
began to be less successfiil than former
ly, but readily attributed it to outward 
circumstances or the misconduct of oth
ers. Their doctrines are the same.— 
Their manner has undergone no visible 
change. But the truths that once turned 
the world upside down, now uttered by 
the same individual, produce no visible 
effects. He thinks the fault is in the 
people, in their preferences or their pre
judices. Or if he holds on long enough 
there will be a break. He preached 
the same sermons at such a place, and 
there was a great revival—hundreds of 
souls were converted. Poor man! He 
cannot see that the difficulty is in him
self No one, whatever his talents or 
experience, can, to any extent, for any 
length of time, be successful in leading 
men into the waters of salvation, with
out the Spirit. We have seen limbs 
brolcen down from a tree, and yet con
nected with the parent trunk by a few 
fibres, bearing fruit for a season; but 
the winter usually ends them, and they' 
seldom blossom again. So one who has 
begun to get away from God and in
dulges self, either in the affections or 

will, may stUl. appear to do some good 
and thus deceive himself; but unless he 
gets back to the blood that cleanseth, he 
will soon wither and die. No one can 
be a Christian unless he have the Spirit 
of Christ. No one can have that Spirit 
without denying self "Sensual, havuig 
not the Spirit," are the few words of in
spiration, that describe the state of many 
a one that has ceased to leam of Jesus. 
The second condition of discipleship is 

2. TAKINGOP THE CROSS DAILY.—^The 
cross was an upright post, to which a hori
zontal piece of wood was securely at
tached, on which malefactors were nail
ed until they expired. Among the Ro
mans, criminals were compeUed to carry 
their own cross. Thua we read that 
Jesus " bearing his cross -went forth."* 
By taking up the cross daily, we under
stand that we must every day discharge 
those duties that have a tendency to kUl 
out our carnal nature—the pride,- self-
will, selfishness, and love of pleasure 
that are so natural to us and which -will 
surely come to life, unless they undergo 
a daily crucifixion. Did not the apostle 
say " I die daily?" So shall we, ifw.e 
take up the cross that Christ lays upon 
us. We may not choose our duties, se
lecting, as the epicure does his food, those 
only which are agreeable to our taste, 
but we must eat the passover with the 
bitter herbs; we must take the hard 
crosses, the unpleasant duties that seem 
so difficult to perform, and yet which are 
accompanied with so great a blessing, 
as soon as we resolutely take them iu 
hand. This cross may be reproving 
sin, remaining silent under provocations, 
or when uncharitable or unprofitable 
conversation is introduced; witnessing 
for Jesus, defending the persecuted, en
gaging in prayer under forbidding cir
cumstances, or doing any of the thous
and duties that Jesus may enjoin upon 
u.s Again, if we would be disciples we 
3. MUST FOLLOW JESUS—walk in his foot
steps—imitate his example as far as it 
may be imitated by erring mortals. In 
his human nature he left us an example 
that we should follow in his steps. Did 
he go most frequently to the houses of 

•John x i i : 17. 
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the wealthy? Were his chosen associ
ates among those occupying a high po
sition in society ? On the contrary we 
find the pharisees complaining that this 
man receiveth sinners. His errand on 
earth was to do good. He never miss
ed an opportunity to wipe the tear from 
the cheek of sorrow, to encourage the 
penitent, to instruct the ignorant, and 
to lead the wanderer back to the path 

' of piety and peace. We find him in the 
house of mourning, but In the places of 
worldly amusement never. 

Beloved reader, are'you a disciple of 
Jesus ? Do not evade the question.— 
Do not content yourself with saying "I 

* * profess to be." Thousands profess to 
ft be in whom the fruits are wanting. Do 

you meet the conditions of discipleship? 
Do you deny yourself for Christ's sake ? 

4 Wherein? In your style of living ? Do 
J you dress plain, noi for economy's sake, 
.; BUT POR CHRIST'S SAKE ? Do you re

trench in your expenses, not that you 
may increase in Worldly goods, but that 
you may feed the hungry, clothe the 
naked, and send the Gospel to those who 

'~^ • are perishing for lack of knowledge ?— 
^ And are you doing this not that your 

name may be paraded in the papers; 
but that you may please Jesus 1 Do 
you deny yourself m your conversa
tion? Do you keep your mouth as 
with a bridle? governing your tongue 
as you would an unruly horse? Do 

'you speak evil of no man? O what need 
there is of a thorough reform among the 
best of us in this respect! Ye who pam-

' pr_ your appetites, indulge your Jown 
inclinations, walk after your o-wn wUls, 
give loose-reign to your tongues, no 
longer claim to be disciples of Jesus.— 
Surely you never learned of Him the 
lessons you daily practice. 

Do you take up the cross? What 
cross ? That of speaking or praying in 
a little social meeting ? That little 
duty should have ceased to be a cross 
long since. If you have gone no f\u--
ther than this, you have been a duU, 
scholar indeed; you have not attended 
to the lessons of your Master. There 

•1 Pet. 11:21. 

wiU be crosses, but not of that kind.— 
Jesus will afford you real crosses that 
wUl bring you daily nearer to him. 
Do you bear them cheerfully and gladly? 

Do you follow Christ in doing good, 
as you bave ability, to the bodies and 
souls of men? Wherein? _Who^ is 
saved through yoiir instrunientality? 
Who, outside of your own family/is 
rendered more comfortable begatfse of 
your agency? If you care-^r them 
only, you do no better th«m a heathen. 
If you do not, you dot worse. It is 
time that we were fully aroused to the 
fact that it means 'sonct^thing to be a 
Christian. Thesg^e day^ of religious 
degeneracy. He who would gain heaven 
must not pattern after the religious fash
ions ofthe times^-he-ifiust come to Jesus 
and learn of him. 

Lord, make us thy disciples! Give 
us the spirit of self-denial. Save us 
from being Pharisees or sensualists. 
Make us love thy hallowed cross.— 
Lead us in thy blessed footsteps, and 
then shall we be thy disciples indeed ! 

The path of life is hidden to the eye 
of reason, for if reason could discover it, 
pride would find occasion stiU to lurk 
witliin the soul. As reason connot find 
the path, so neither can it keep it in 
view when once it is found. The Psalnj-
ist prayed: " Show me the path of life," 
which proves his inability to find it, and 
the -wise man said: "Trust in the Lord 
•with all thine heart; and lean not unto 
thine own understanding." Rev. L. 
Wood. 

Flowers, " the poetry of nature" and 
the beauty of springtime, are left us as 
mementos of the ancient paradise. They 
speak a language, and that is the lan
guage of purity and love. They also 
serve to show us the vanity of all things 
terrestrial. These beautiful emblems of 
purity act as so many finger pointers, 
to point us back to Eden, intimating to 
us the loveliness of the place; and to 
point us forward to the flowery plains 
of the Paradise yet to come.—Rev. L. 
Wood. 
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THE BIBLE, THE BIBLE! 
COMMITTING IT TO MEMORY. 

BY D. F . NEWTON. 

" More precions than rubies, or diamonds, 
or gold. 

Its value is boundless, its price is. untold; 
Let aU earth's endearments, if need be, de

part. 
But my Bible— t̂his treasure, ITI bind to my 

heart." 
Commit it to memory? Be sure to 

do it, friends, little folks and great folks. 
Be sure to commit portions of this 
blessed volume daUy m the Old Testa
ment and in the New; make it a special 
business, a duty indispensable. Select 
the practical parts ofthe prophets and 
apostles—the Psalms, Proverbs, Eccle-
siastes, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and 
the minor prophets; and, above aU, 
choose parts of the New Testament— 
the life of Jesus, the blessed Saviour— 
the epistles of Paul, Peter, James and 
John. It would be well to commit, 
jperfectly, one of the evangelists—Mat-. 
thew, Mark, Luke or John. Then whole 
Psalms, and whole chapters in the pro
phets—in Romans, Cormthians, Gala
tians, Ephesians, Phillippians, Collossi-
ans, Thessalonians, Hebrews, Timothy^ 
Peter, James and John. Besides these 
general and more extensive committals 
of God's Word, search out the most 
devout and practical portions of Inspir
ation, the great and precious promises 
by which we are made partakers of the 
Divine nature, and commit them thor
oughly. 

In committing, to memory whole 
books, chapters, or parts of chapters, 
be sure and do it perfectly, word for 
word, line for line, chapter for chapter, 
precisely as recorded by the inspired 
pensman. 

This committing the Word of Life 
incorrectly, loosely, or hap-hazardly, is 
sacrilege. It is irreverance, dishonoring 
God. See ye to it, then, friends, that 
in repeating the lines or portions of thi^ 
holy book it be done with the utmost 
precision—verbatim. Go over it and 
over it, tiU it be perfectly committed, 
indelibly fixed, stereotyped in the mind 

and in the heart. Commit with fervent 
prayer, earnestly desiring to know and 
do the whole niU ot God. 

Tbe advantages of thus committing 
or treasuring the words of the living 
God are unspeakable. 

1. This method of studying the Bible 
wUl strengthen our memories, improve 
our style of communication, enlarge our 
ideas, increase our faith, confirm our 
hopes, place our feet on the Rock, " put 
a new song in our mouths, even praise 
to our God." 

2. Searching the Scriptures thus will 
assist greatly in our prayers, fill our 
mouths with holy argument drawn 
from Scripture language, used by holy-
prophets and apostles, dictated by the 
spirit of the living God. Whole chap
ters and whole Psalms may be turned 
into prayers, supplications and thanks
givings. Persons familiar with the 
Scriptures, richly imbued with Bible 
knowledge, by daily committing and 
treasuring up the heavenly doctrines 
and precepts of Inspiration, are uni
formly consistent and happy. 

3. By thus storing the mind and heart 
richly witb the exceeding great and pre
cious promises of God, we easUy and 
speedily bring them to bear in the hour 
of trial and temptation—in every case 
of emergency and fiery onset of the 
tempter, the adversary of God and 
man. 

The Psalmist said, "Thy word have 
I bid in my heart that I might not sin 
against thee." " Man shall not live by 
'bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God." 
"Wherewith shall a young man cleanse 
his way? By taking .heed thereto ac
cording to thy word." The Word of 
God can never be hid in the heart so 
surely and effectually as by committing 
it thoroughly to memory. 

4. In imparting religious instruction 
from the pulpit, the editorial chair, in 
Sabbath-schools and Bible classes, in 
meetings for prayer, conference and ex
hortation, in discussing theological sub
jects at ail times and under all circum
stances, in administering to the afilicted, 
the sick and the dying, what a '^ftat 
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advantage it is to have appropriate pas
sages of Scripture always at command, 
flowing spontaneously from OUB lips. 

David says, " I have more under
standing than aU my teachers; for thy 
testimonies are my meditation." 

5. In case of blindness, of being shut 
out for ever from all external objects, 
how unspeakable the blessing to have a 
fimd of God's sacred truths stored in 
the memory for daily and hourly medi
tation, and self-examination, rising up, 
iying down, going out and coming in. 

6. The same is true of persons in 
sickness. Confined to beds of languish-
ment, how very comforting, consoling 
and strengthening it is to have imme
diate resource to the Bible, to the many 
precious passages previously committed 
to memory. 

Finally, this method- of committing, 
carefiiUy and prayerfully, God's Word 
to memory, treasuring it up in our 
hearte for daUy and practical use, wiU 
doubtless render our dying moments 
most tranquU, peaceful and joj-ons, and 
also administer an entrance to us abun
dantly into the everlasting kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Blessed thought! 

O friends, begin anew the study of 
Giod's Word, of treasuring it up in your 
hearts by way of this dsiily committal. 
Be patient in it, presevering, indefatig
able, let no moment be lost, redeem the 
time for this special, aU-important, glo
rious object. This thorough, carefiil, 
prayerfid committing the sacred ora
cles is the most effectual searching " the 
Scriptures" in accordance with the Sa
viour's commandment. (John v. 39.) 
And, furthermore, it is the most sure 
and speedy establishment in the assur
ance of faith, and the grace of entire 
sanctification. " Sanctify them through 
thy truth: thy word is truth." 

" 0 blessed volume divine. 
Let everlasting thanks be thine 

For such a bright display 
As makes the world of darkness shine 

•With beams of heavenly day." 
" The words of the Lord are pure I 

words: as sUver tried in a furnace of 
earth, purified seven times; quick and I 

powerful, sharper than any two-edged 
sword." "All scripture is given by in
spiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: that the 
man of God may be perfect, thor
oughly fiimished unto aU good works." 
(2 Tim. iii. 16, 17.) 

" How pure the sacred word of truth. 
The blessed book to guide our youth; 
Given by our Father and onr Qod, 
To guide to heaven through Jesus' blood. 
Here briglitest glories meet and shine; 
Here mercy smiles in every line; 
Here justice, with a frowning face. 
Is answered by our Sa-riour's grace. 
Happy the soul that reads the page 
That guides our youth and cheers our age. 
Tea, blessed evermore is he, 
0 Lord, who learns to come to thee." 

ADVICE TO THOSE PROFESS-
ING PERFECT LOVE. 

"Be exemplary in all things; partic
ularly in outward things, (as in dress,) 
in little things, in the laying out of your 
money, (avoiding every needless ex
pense,) in deep, steady seriousness, and 
in the solidity and usefulness of all your 
conversation. So shaU you be 'a light 
shining in a dark place.' So shall you 
daily 'grow in grace,' till 'an entrance 
be ministered mito you abundantly in
to the everlasting kingdom of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.' 

"Most of the preceding advices are 
strongly enforced in the following reflec
tions; which I recommend to your deep 
and fi-equent consideration next to the 
Holy Scriptures:— 

" (1.) The sea is an excellent figure-oi' 
thefblness of God, and that ofthe bless
ed Spiiit. For as the rivers aU return 
into the sea; so the bodies, the souls. 
and the good works of the righteous, re
turn into God, to live there m his eter
nal repose. 

"Although all the graces of God de
pend on his mere bounty, yet is he pleas
ed generaUy toattach them to the pray
ers, the instructions, and the holiness ot 
those with whom we are. By strong, 
though invisible attractions, he draws 
some souls through their intercourse 
with others. 
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" The sympathies formed by grace far 
surpass those formed by nature. 

" The truly devout show that passions 
as naturally flow from true as from false 
love; so deeply sensible are they ofthe 
goods and evils of those whom they love 
for God's sake. But this can only be 
comprehended by those who understand 
the language otlove. 

" The bottom of the soul may be in 
repose, even while we are in many out
ward troubles; just ais the bottom ofthe 
sea is calm, whUe the surface is strong
ly agitated. 

" The best helps to growth in grace 
are the ill usage, the affronts, and the 
losses which befall us. We should re
ceive them with all thankfulness, as pre
ferable to all others, were it only on this 
account,—that our wUl has no part there
in. 

"The readiest way to escape from 
oursufferings is, to be willing they should 
endure as long as God pleases. 

" If we suffer persecution and afHic-
tion in a right manner, we attain a larger 
measure of conformity to Christ, by a 
due improvement of one of these occa
sions, than we could have done merely 
by imitating his mercy, in abundance 
of good works. 

" One of the greatest evidences of 
God's love to those that love him is, to 
send them afflictions, with grace to bear 
them. 

" Even in the greatest afflictions, we 
ought to testify to God, that in receiv
ing them from his hand, we feel plea
sure in the midst of tbe pain, from being 
afficted by him who loyes us, and whom 
we love. 

" The readiest way which God takes 
to draw a man to himself is, to afflict 
him in that he loves most, and with good 
reason; and to cause this affliction to 
arise from some good action done with 
a single eye; because nothing can more 
clearly show him the emptiness of what 
is most lovely and desirable in the world. 

" (2.) True resignation consists in a 
thorough conformity to the whole wUl 
of God; who wUls and does aU (except
ing sin) wliich comes to pass in the 

world. In order to this we have only 
to embrace all events, good and bad, as 
his will. 

"In the greatest afflictions which be
fall the just, either from heaven or earth, 
they remain immovable in peace, and 
perfectly submissive to God, by an in-
wai-d, loving regard to him, uniting in 
one aU the powers of their souls. 

" W e ought quietly to suffer what
ever befals us, to bear the defects of oth
ers and our own, to confess them to God 
in secret prayer, or with groans which 
cannot be uttered; but never to speak 
a sharp or peevish word, nor to murmur 
or repine; but thoroughly wUling that/ 
God should treat you in the manner 
that pleases him. We are his lambs, 
and therSfore ought to be ready to suf
fer, even to the death, without complain
ing. 

" We are to bear with those we can
not amend, and to be content with offer
ing them to God. This is true resig
nation. And since he has borne our 
infirmities, we may weU bear those of 
each other for his sakei. 

" To abandon aU, to strip one's self' 
of all, in order to seek and to foUow 
Jesus Christ naked to Bethlehem, where 
he was born; naked to the haU, where 
he was scourged; and naked to Calvary, 
where he died on the cross, is so great 
a mercy, that neither the thing, nor the 
knowledge of it, is given to any, but 
through faith in tbe Son of God. 

" (3.) There is no love of God with
out patience, and no patience without 
lowliness anjl sweetness of spirit. 

"Humility and patience are the sur
est proofs of the increase of love. 

" HumUity alone unites patience with 
love; -without which it is impossible to 
draw profit from suffering; or indeed, 
to avoid complaint, especially when we 
think we have given no occasion for 
what men make us suffer. 

"True humility ia a kind ofself-an-
nihUation; and this is the centre of aU 
virtues. 

"A soul returned to God ought to be 
attentive to every thing which is said • 
to him, on the head of salvation, with a 
desire to profit thereby.-. 
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" Ofthe sin which God has pardoned, 
let nothing remain but a deeper humili
ty in the heart, and' a stricter regulation 
in our words, in our actions, and in our 
•sufferings. 

" (4.) The bearing men, and suffering' 
evils in meekness and sUence, is the sum 
of » Christian life. 

"God is the first object of our love: 
its ne-xt office is, to bear the defects of 
others. And we should begin the prac
tice of this amidst our own household. 

" We should chiefly exercise our love 
toward them who rqost shock either 
our way of thinking, or our temper, or 
our knowledge, or the desire we have 
that others should be as \'irtuous as we 
wish to be ourselves. 

" (5.) God hardly gives his Spirit even 
to those whom he has established in 
grace, if they do not pray for it on all 
occasions, not only once, but many times. 

" God does nothing but in answer to 
prayer, and even they who have been 
converted to God, without prajnng for 
it themselves, (which is exceeding rare,) 
were not without the prayers of others. 
Every new victoiy which a soul gains 
is the effect of a new prayer. 

" On every occasion of uneasiness, 
we should retire to prayer, that we may 
give place to the grace and light of God, 
and then form our resolutions, without 
being iu any paiir about what suceess 
they may have. 

"Ill the greatest temptations, a single 
look to Christ, and the barely pronounc
ing his name, suffices to overcome tbe 
wicked one, so it be done -with confi
dence and calmness of spirit.' 

"God's command to 'pray without 
ceasing,' is founded on the necessity we 
have of his grace to preserve tbe life of 
God in the soul, which can no more sub
sist one moment without it, than the 
body can without air. 

" Whether we think of, or speak to, 
God, whether we act or suffer for him, 
aU is prayer, when we have no other 
object than his love, and the desire of 
pleasing him. 

" AU that a Christian does, even in 
eating and sleeping, is prayer, when it is 
done in simplicity, according to the or-1 

der of God, without either adding to or 
diminishing from it by his own choice. 

"Prayer continues in the desire ofthe 
heart, though the miderstanding be em
ployed on outward things. 

" In souls fUled. with love, the desire 
to please God is a continual prayer. 

" As the furious hate which the devil 
bears us is termed the roaring ofa lion, 
so our vehement love may be termed 
crying after God. 

" God Only requires of his adult child
ren, that their hearts be truly purified, 
ahd that they .offer him continually the 
wishes and vows that naturally spring 
from perfect love. For these desires, 
being the genuine fruits of love, are the 
most perfect prayers that. can spring 
from it. 

" (6.) It is scarce conceivable how 
strait the way is wherein God leads them 
that follow him; and how dependent on 
him we must be, unless we are wanting 
in our faithfulness to him. 

" It is hardly credible of how great 
consequence before God the smaUest 
things are; and what great inconven
iences sometimes follow those which ap
pear to be light faults. 

" As a very little dust will disorder a 
clock, and the least sand -will obscure 
our sight, so the least grain of sin which 
is upon the heart wUl hinder its right 
motion toward God. 

" We ought to be in the church as the 
saints are in healven, and in the bouse as 
the holiest men are in the church; doing 
our work in the house as we pray in the 
church; worshipping Grod from the 
ground of the heart. 

" W e should be continuaUy labour
ing to cut off all the useless things that 
surround us; and God usually retrenches . 
the superfluities of our souls in the same 
proportion as we do those of our bodies. 

" The best means of resisting the devil 
is, to destroy whatever of the world re
mains in us, in order to raise for God, . 
upon its ruins, a building all of love. 
Tben shall -we begin, in this fleeting life, 
to love God as we shall love him in eter
nity. 

" We scarce conceive how easy it is 
to rob God of his due, in our friendship 
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with the most -virtuous persons, until 
they are tom from us by death. But-] 
if this loss produce lasting sorro-w, that 
is a clear proof that we had before two 
treasures, between which we divided 
bur heart. 

" (7.) If, after having renounced all, 
we do not wate-h incessantly, and beseech 
God to accompany our vigilance with 
his, we shaU be again entangled and 
overcome. 

"As the most dangerous winds may 
enter at little openings, so the devil 
never enters more dangerously than by 
Uttle unobserved incidents, which seem 
to be nothing, yet insensibly open the 
heart to great temptations. 

" It is good to renew ourselves frcMji 
time to time, by closely examining the 
state of our souls, as if we had never 
done it before; for nothing tends more 
to the full assurance of faith, than to 
keep ourselves by this means in humU
ity, and the exercise of all good works. 

"To continual watehfiUness and prayer 
^ught to be added continual employ-
Inent.' For grace fUtes a vacuum as weU 
as nature; and the devU fUls whatever 
God does not fiU. 

"There is no faithfulness like that 
which ought to be between a guide of 
souls and the person directed by him. 
They ought continually to regard each 
other in God, and closely, to examine 
themselves, whether all'their thoughts 
are pure, and aU their words directed 
•Bath Christian discretion. Other affairs 
are only the things of men; but these 
are peculiarly the things of God. 

"(8.) The words of St. Paul, 'No 
man can call Jesus Lord, but by the 
Holy Ghost,' show us the necessity of 
eyeing God in our good works, and even 
in our minutest thoughts; knowing that 
none are pleasing to him, but those 
which he forms in us and with lis. From 
hence we leam that we cannot serve 
him, unless he use our tongue, hands, 
and heart, to do by himself and bis 
Spirit whatever he would have it do. 

" If we were not utterly impotent, 
our good works w-ould be our ô wn prop
erty ; whereas now they belong wholly 
to God, because they proceed from him 

and his grace: wMle raising our works, 
and making them all divine, he honours 
himself in us through them. 

" One of the principal rules of religion 
is, to lose no occasion of serving God. 
And, since he is invisible to our eyes, 
we are to serve him in our neighbour; _ 
which be receives as if done to himself . 
in person, standing visibly before us. 

" God does not love men that are in
constant, nor good works that are inter
mitted. Nothing is pleasing to. him, 
but what has a resemblance of his own 
immutabUity. 

" A constant attention to the work 
which God entrusts us with is a mark of 
solid piety. 

" Love fasts when it can, and as mueh 
as it can. It leads to all the ordinances 
of God, and employs itself in all the 

I outward works whereof it is capable. 
i It flies, as it were, like Elijah over the 

plain, to find God upon his holy moun
tain. 

" God is so gi-eat, that he communi
cates greatness to the least thing that is 
done for his service. 

" Happy are they who are sick, yea, 
or lose their life, for having done a good 
work. 

"God frequently conceals the part 
which his children have in the conver
sion of other souls. Yet one may bold
ly say, that person who long groans be
fore him for the conversion of another, 
whenever that soul is converted to God, 
be is one of the chief causes of it. 

"Charity cannot be practised right, 
unless, First, we exercise in the moment 
God gives the occasion; and, Secondly, 
retire the instant after to offer it to God 
by humble thanksgiving. And this for 
three reasons; First, to render him- what 
we have received from him. 'The Sec
ond, to avoid the dangerous temptation 
which springs from the very goodness 
of these works. And the Third, to unite 
ourselves to God, in whom, the soul ex
pands itself in prayer, -with aU the graces 
we have received, and the good works 
we have done, to draw from him new 
strength against the bad effect which 
these very works may produce in us, if 
we do not make use of the suitidotes 

f 

/ 
^ ^ 
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which God haa ordained against these 
poisons. The true means to be filled 
anew with tbe riches of grace is thus to 
strip ourselves of it; and without this it 
is extremely dfficult not to grow faint 
in the practice of good works. 

" Good works do not receive their last 
perfection, till they, as it were, lose 
themselves in God. This is a kind of 
death to them, resembling that of our_ 
bodies, which will not attain their high
er life, their immortality, till they lose 
themselves in the glory of our souls, or 
rather of God, wherewith they shaU be 
filled. And it is only what they had of 
earthly and mortal, which good works 
lose by this spiritual death. 

" Fire is the symbol of love; and the 
love of God is the principle and the end 
of all our good works. But truth sur
passes figure; and the fire of Divine 
love has this advantage over material 
fire, that it can reaseend to its source, 
aud raise thither with it all the good 
•works which it produces. And by this 
means it prevents their being corrupted 
by pride, vanity, or any evil mixture, 
But this cannot be done otherwise than 
by making these good works iu a spirit
ual manner die in God, by a deep gi-at-
itude, which plunges the soul in him as 
in an abyss, with all that it is, and all 
the grace and worka for which it is in-1 
debted to him; a gratitude, whereby 
the soul seems to empty itself of them, 
that they may return to their source, as 
rivers seem wUling to empty them
selves, when they pour themselves with 
all their waters into the sea. 

" When we have received any favour 
fi-om God, we ought to retire, if not in
to our closets, into our hearts, and say, 
' I/come, Lord, to restore to thee what 
thou hast given; and I freely reUnquish 
it, to enter again into my own nothing
ness. For what is the most perpect 
creature in heaven or earth in thy pres
ence, but a void capable of being -filled 
•with thee and ,by thee; as the air •vvhich 
is void and dark, is capable of being 
fiUed with the light of the sun, who 
•withdraws it every day to restore it the 
next, there being nothing in the air that 

either appropriates this light or resists 
it ? O give me the same facility of re
ceiving and resoring thy grace and good 
works! I say thine; tor I acknowledge 
the root from which they spring is in 
thee, and not in me." 

JOHN WESLEY. 

PURE. LOVE. 

NAKED FAITH AND PURE LOVE ARE BET
TER THAN ILLUMINATIONS AND SENSIBLE 
DELIGHTS.— T̂hose who are attached to 
God only so far as they enjoy pleasure 
and consolation, resemble those who fol
low the Lord; not to hear his teachings, 
but because they did eat ofthe loaves 
and were fUled. (John vi. 26.) They 
are ready to say with Peter, " Master, 
ii is good for us to be here; and let tis 
make three tabernacles; (Mark ix. 5.) 
but they know not what they say." After 
being intoxicated with the joys o4 the 
mountain, they deny the Son of God and 
refuse to follow him to Calvary. Noto^)? 
ly do they desire delights, but they seek 
illuminations also ; the mind is curious 
to behold, while the heart requires to be 
fUled with soft and flattering emotions. 
Is this dying to self? Is this the way 
in which the just shall live by faith ?— 
(Heb. X, 38.) 

They desire to have extraordinary 
revelations, which may be regarded as 
supernatural gifts, and a mark of the' 
special favor of God. Nothing is so 
flattering to self-love; all the greatness 
of the world at once could not so inflate 
the heart; these supernatural gifts nour
ish in secret the life of nature. It is an 
ambition of the most refined character, 
as it is whoUy spiritual; but it is mere
ly ambition; a desire to feel, to enjoy, 
to possess God and his gifts, to. behold 
his light, to discern spirits, to prophesy, 
in short, to be an extraordinarily gifted 
person ; for the enjoyment of Ulumina-
tions and delights, leads the soul little 
by little towards a secret coveting of all 
these things. 

Yet the apostle shows us a more ex
cellent way, (1 Cor. xii. 31,) for which 
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he inspires us with a holy emulation; 
it is the way of charity which seeketh not 
her own (1 Cor. xiii. 5) and desires not 
to be clothed upon, if we may adopt the 
apostle's language, but suffers herself to 
be unclothed. She is less in search of 
pleasure than of God, whose wUl she 
longs to fulfiU. If she finds pleasure in 
devotion she does not rest in it, but 
makes it serve to strengthen her weak
ness, as a convalescent uses a staff to 
aid him in walking, but throws it aside 
on his restoration. In the same way 
the tender and chUd-like soul that God 
fed with mQk in the beginning, suffers 
itself to be weaned when He sees it is 
time that it should be nourished upon 
strong meat. 

We must not be ever chUdren, al
ways hanging upon the breast of heav
enly consolations; we must put away 
chUdish things with St. Paul. (1 Cor. 
xiii. 11.) Our early joys were excellent 
to attract us, to detach us from gross 
ahd worldly pleasures by others of a 
purer kind, and to lead us into a life of 
prayer and recoUection; but to be con
stantly in a state of enjoyment that takes 
aw^ the feeling of the cross, and to live 
in a fervor of devotion, that continuaUy 
keeps paradise open; this is not dying 
upon the cross and becoming nothing. 

This life of iUumination and sensible 
delights, is a' very dangerous snare, if 
we become so attached to it as to desire 
nothing farther; for he who has no oth
er attraction to prayer, -wiU qirit both it 
and God, whenever this source of his 
gratification is dried up. St. Theresa 
says, you know, that a vast number of 
souls leave off praying when their devo
tion is beginning to be real. How ma
ny are there who, in consequence of too 
tender rearing in Jesus Christ, and too 
great fondness for the milk of his word, 
go back and abandon their interior Ufe 
as soon as God undertakes to wean them! 
We must not be astonished at this, for 
they mistake the portico of the temple 
for the very sanctuary itself; they de
sire the death of their gross external pas
sions, that they may lead a delicious life 
of self satisfaction within. Hence so 
much infidelity and disappointment, even 

among those who appeared the most fer
vent aud most devoted; those who have 
talked the loudest of abandonment, of 
death to self, of the darkness of faith 
and of desolation, are often the most 
surprised and discouraged, when they 
really experience these things, and their 
consolation is taken away. O how ex
cellent is the way of the cross, pointed 
out by John who would have us believe 
without seeing, and^love without desir
ing to feel! 

This attachment to sensible delights, 
is the fruitful source of all our iUusions ; 
souls are earthly in desiring something 
tangible, as it were^ before they can feel 
firm. But this is all wrong; it is these 
very things of sense that produce vacil
lation; we think, while the pleasure 
lasts, that we shall never desert God; 
we say in our prosperity, that we shall 
never be moved (Ps. xxx, 6;) but the 
moment our intoxication is over, we 
give up aU for lost, thus substituting our 
own pleasure and imagination in place 
of God. Naked faith, alone, is a sure 
guard against illusion. When our foun
dation is not upon any imagination, feel
ing, pleasure, or extraordinary iUumî  
nation; when we rest upon God only 
in pure and naked faith, in the simplici
ty of the gospel receiving the consola
tions which He sends, but dwelling in 
none; abstainingfrom judging and ever 
obedient; believing that it is easy to be 
deceived, and that others may be able 
to set us right; in short, acting every 
moment with simplicity and even up
right intention, following the light of the 
feith ot the present moment; then we 
are indeed in a way that is but little 
subject to illusion. 

Experience will demonstrate, better 
than any thing else, how much more 
certain this path is than that of Ulumi-
nations and sensible delights. 

Whoever wiU try it, wiU soon find 
this way of naked faith, rigidly foUow
ed, is the profoundest and most com
plete death of self. Interior delights 
and revelations indemnify our self-love 
for all its external sacrifices, and cherish 
a secret and refined life of nature; but 
to suffer ourselves -to be stript -within 
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and without at once, •without by Pro^vi-
dence, and within by the right of pure 
feith, this is a total sacrifice, and a state 
the fartherest possible from self-decep
tion. 

Those, then, who seek to guard a-
gainst being deceived by a constant suc
cession of emotions and certainties, are 
by tbat very course exposing themselves 
most surely to such a result. On the 
other hand those that follow the lead
ings of thovlove that strips them and the 
faith that walks in darkness, without 
seeking any other support, avoid aU the 
sources of error and illusion. 

The author of the imitation of Christ 
(book iii) tells you, that if God takes 
away your inward delights, it shall be 
your pleasure to remain pleasureless. 

O how beloved of God is a soul thus 
crucified, that rests calmly upon tbe 
Cross, and desires only to expire -with 
Jesus! It is not true to say that we 
are afraid of ha-ving lost God, or being 
deprived of feeling; it is impatience un
der the trial, the restlessness of a pam
pered and dainty nature, a search for 
some support for self-love, a weariness 
of abandonment, and a secret return to 
self, after our consecration to God. 

O God where are they who stop not 
in the road to death ? If they persevere 
unto the end, they shall receive a crown 
of life. FENELON. 

A CHAPTER ON THANKS. 

THANK HIM ? 

BT D. r . NEWTON. 

YES, now. Thank God novv, this 
minute—^thank him first off all that you 
have a heart to thank him. A thank
ful heart is from God—thank him for a 
thankfiU heart—^thank him for every 
thing—all things, great things and little 
things. Thank him tww, delay not. 
Thank bim as mercies eome on and as 
they go off. As new mercies appear, 
begin to thank him,—keep on thanking 
him. And be sure to embrace the earl
iest possible opportunity to return God 
thanks, the very instant you feel the 
first risings of gratitude. Thank God 
whUe the heart is warm, lest a moment's 

delay may cool the ardor of your thanks
givings. Now, now is the time, the ac
cepted time. A single moment's delay 
may lead to forgetfiilness, indifference 
or coolness in your thanksgiving,. God 
loves a beart fiUl and fresh with thanks
giving, burning from the altar, sincere, 
earnest, outbursting. Embrace the very 
instant the blessing is received—any 
blessings—all blessings, temporal and 
spiritual—^little blessings or great bless
ings. All good comes from God, the 
Father of light, food, raiment, houses, 
homes, lands, fathers, mothers, kind 
looks, kind thoughts, kind expressions, 
every grasp of friendship. Our senses, 
hearing, seeing, tasting, smelling. Our 
physical, intellectual and moral facul
ties, all these caU for daily and hourly 
thanks. Then life itself, the land of 
mercy, the land of Bibles, of pure wor
ship, the gift of God's dear son, through 
whose sacrifice and intercessions all bless
ings flow—the Bible—the Holy Spirit 
—hope of life everlasting—aU these and 
stiU more, should fiU our hearts with 
grateful praise, with continued outburst-
iiigs of thanksgivings.. God's providen-
tiiU dealings, the preservation oflife, 
health, strength, our right reason, should 
call forth grateful thanks. We should 
thank God, rising up and lying down, 
going out, coming in, at aU times, till 
our whole being, body, soul and mind, 
is fuU of thanks, notWng but thanks, a 
bundle of thanks. 

This continual thanking God for mer
cies is the sure way to obtain mercies, 
new mercies, greater mercies. Thank 
God fol- little mercies, by and by, if 
faithfiU to past mercies, in giving thanks 
for them, very soon God in mercy, be
stows greater mercies and still greater. 
God is well pleased to bestow his rich
est blessings on the thankfiU and obedi-
-ent, that live to thank him for his good
ness. ' Whoso offereth praise, glorifieth 
me.' O friends, how much we lose by 
not thanking God for his goodness, 
Some perish, starve outright, for not 
thanking God. God wiU be thanked 
now and forever. If tee refuse to thank 
God, others wiU, and he can raise up 
the stones in the streets to praise him. 
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fire, haU, snow, stormy winds, moun
tains, all hiUs, fruitful trees, all cedars, 
beasts, cattle, flying fowls, all creeping 
things, the sun, moon, the starry hosts 
and heavenly hosts, the seas and all that 
in them is. 

' Thy numerous works exalt the Lord, 
Nor wiU I silent be; 

O rather let me cease to breathe : -
Than cease from praising thee. 

To' thank God is not only a privUege 
but a positive duty, binding on all in-
teUigences. God commands us to thank 
him always, for he is good and his mercy 
endureth/oreuer. God is worthy of all 
thy praise and he will have it. 

David knew this, understood it per
fectly. He knew it was policy, the 
very best policy to thank God, nor was 
he unmindfiU of this duty. Hear him, 
' I wiU bless God at aU times, bis praise 
shall be in my mouth continuaUy.' ' It is 
a good thing,' says he, ' to give thanks 
unto the Lord, and to sing praises unto 
thy name, O most High.' The Bible 
is fiill of these examples of holy men, 
in giving God thanks. Friends, are you 
thMiking God continually for all his mer
cies, for aU his judgments? Do you 
make it a special business ? the first thing, 
the last thing, the ever continued thing? 
Do you prize the privUege of thanking 
God above all price ? What an infinite 
mercy that he permits creatures so un
worthy, so heU deserving, to praise him! 
Blessing unspeakable! Our whole being 
should burst forth with thanksgivings 
for this one' mercy! this one privUege. 
Reader, do you thank God ? do you live 
so that you can thank Him ? No one 
can thank God as he ought, except he 
'walk uprightly, work righteousness and 
speak the truth in bis heart.' The rea
son why David was enabled to thank 
God so mueh, so heartily, so joyfiUly 
was, he walked softly liefore him, re 
frained from every evil way. Hear 
him, 'I wiU wash my hands in innocen
cy, so wiU I compass thine altar, O Lord, 
that 1 may publish with the voice of 
thanksgiving, and tell of aU thy wonder
ous -works.' This holy walking was 
the secret of David's continued thanks
givings. ' With the pure thou wilt show 

thyself pure.' Ps. 18. 26. Why is it 
we hear so few thanksgivings in the as
semblies of God's people ? The heart 
is not tuned to his praise. 

Beloved, let us so live that we can 
thank God witb a good grace all the 
time. Sound out his praises from pole 
to pole, make a joyful noise unto the 
Lord evermore. Serve him with glad
ness; come before his presence with 
smging; enter his gates with thanksgiv
ings and into his courts with praise— 
for the Lord is good—his mercy is ever- • 
lasting and his truth endureth to all 
generations.' 

' O give thanks imto the Lord, for he 
is good; for his mercy endureth forever.' 
' O that men would praise the Lord for 
his goodness, and for his wonderful-
works to the children of men. 

' Let every thing that hath breath 
praise the Lord.' ' Praise ye the Lord.' 

Hosanna ! let the earth and skies 
Repeat the joyful sound ; 

Rocks, hills, and vales reflect the voice. 
In one etemal round.' 

Earth is midway between heaven and 
hell; and our destiny for a long eternity 
hangs trembling in the balance of our 
present probationary existence. We 
shall soon fly to the one, or sink to the 
other. Holiness lifts the soul up to its 
God; sin sinks it down to the devil.— 
Holiness prepares the way for everlast
ing happiness; sin for eternal misery ! 
How important, then, is the brief peri
od of probationary existence allotted to 
man on the earth!—L. Wood. 

The perfection of social bliss results 
from throwing off all restraints, only 
those that are clearly expressed, or plain
ly impUed in the word of God. God is 
not pleased with the stiffness which ge
nerally prevaUs. Man was made "foj-
the enjoyment of social bliss, and to pro
vide for this. Eve was brought unto him, 
but she proved a curse by leading her 
companion into the way of disobedience, 
and so their cup of bliss became one of 
wormwood and gall. The social happi
ness of human beings must be' in llicir 
harmony with the Divine mind.—L, 
Wood. 
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"SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES." 
John v. 39. 

BY BEV. -WILLIAM HART. 

•w 
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" To the word and the testimony, if 
we speak not according to these, it is 

, because there is no light in us."—Isaiah 
viii. 20. 

The noble Bereans "searched the 
Scripture daily, whether these things 
were so."—Acts xvii. 11. 

"Come now, let us reason together, 
saith the Lord: though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, they 
shall be as wool."—Isaiah i. 18. 

God says, "let us reason together." 
If any one, therefore, takes up these 
pages to cavil, know, O man, thou art 
out of God's order. 

BRIEF BIBLE VIEW OF LIVING WITHOUT 
COMMITTING. SIN. 

" Thou shalt caU his name Jesus, for 
he shall save his people from their sins." 
Matt. i. 21. 

My fnend, are you a child of God ? 
" I hope I am." Are you saved from 
your sins? "No. I cannot say I am. 
I sin every day in thought, word and 
deed." If so, is not your hope a delu
sive one, for the text says, " His people 
are saved from their sins?" "WeU, 
I believe they will be at death.'' 
Why not sooner"? Is there any 
power in death to cleanse the soiU? 
Will the blood of Christ, the only sanc
tifying agent, ever become more effi
cient? Will it be easier to exercise 
faith, the alone means of receiving tbe 
atonement, amidst the throes of disso
lution, tlian in life and health ? Who 
acts thus insanely about the afl'airs of 
earth? No one. There is not the 
shadow of authority in the Word of 
God to support the idea that the cleans
ing of the soul from all sin must or -will 
be delayed till death. God says, ' Be
hold, now is the accepted time.' And 
you, who have so often been entreated 
to come to the fountain opened for sin 
and for all uncleanness, and have con
tinually put it off tUl death, and lived 
on in sin, have you not every reason to I 

fear that Jehovah will finally say, " He 
that is filthy, let him be filthy stUl ?" 

" Therefore every tree that bringeth 
not forth good fruit is hewn do^vn and 
cast into the fire."—^Matt. iii. 10. 

Professor of religion, are you bring
ing forth good fruit? " I hope I do 
some; but then I know I do a great 
many things I should not do." Do you 
mean by this that you bring forth both 
good and bad fruit ? If so, then let'me 
tell you, your supposed good faith is 
merely Pharisaical, thou hast never 
been created anew in Christ Jesus, unto 
good works. Jesus saith, " a good tree 
cannot bring forth evil fi-uit." Light 
and darkness have no communion.— 
Christ bas no concord witb Belial; 
neither has obedience, which is good 
fruit, with disobedience, which is evil 
fruit. " No man can serve two mas
ters." Take heed lest thou be hewn 
down and cast into the fire. 

" Thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven."—Matt. -vi. 10. 

Is it the 'wUl of our Father that we 
sin ? Certainly not; no one •will say 
this. And is not this our petition, that 
it may be done? " But no one can per
fectly do all of God's will." Who says 
this ? Does Christ teach any such doc
trine ? If so, where ? Christ either 
teaches that we shall pray to have the 
Father's will done perfectly or imper
fectly. If imperfectly, would not the 
very idea be blasphemous and the high
est insult which could be offered to the 
King of heaven ? Ifi perfectly, and it 
cannot be done, is not Christ guilty of 
teaching us to pray for impossibilities ? 
What faith in such a prayer ? 

" No man can serve two masters."— 
Matt. vi. 24. 

Some profess to be doing every day 
\^hat Infinite Wisdom says cannot be 
done. They serve the devil in thought, 
word and action, and God besides. Let 
God be true, ye sinning professors, if it 
makes every one of you a liar. '"Jesus 
answered them, VerUy, verily, I say 
unto you, whosoever commiteth sin is 
the servant of sin."—John viii. 34.— 
" Know ye not that to whom ye yield 
yourselves servants to obey, his ser-
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vants ye are to whom ye obey?"— 
Rom. vi. 16. 

" Not every one that saith unto me. 
Lord, Lord, shaU enter into the king
dom of heaven; but he that doeth the 
will of my Father which is in heaven." 
Matt. -eU. 21. 

My friend, are you doing the will of 
my Father which is in heaven ? " No, 
I cannot say that I am. I violate it 
every day in thought, word and deed." 
And do you ever expect to get to 
heaven ? " I do hope to when I die." 
WeU, let me tell you, you never wiU, 
•unless you can break the decree of Je
hovah and make Jesus Christ a liar.— 
He says, they that do the will, not break 
it, shall enter the kingdom. If you are 
not doing the will of my Father, Christ 
says, your house is on the sand. In
vestigate the foundation of your hopes, 
for the blacliening storm of the Al
mighty's wrath mutters in the xiistance, 
What have you buUt upon, is it the 
Bock or the sand? 

" There came a leper and worshiped 
him,, saying. Lord, if thou wUt, thou 
canst make me clean. And Jesus put 
forth his hand and touched him, saying, 
I will, be thou clean. And immediately 
his leprosy was cleansed."—^Matt. •viU. 
2, 3. 

Is Jesus so willing to cleanse the lep
rosy of the body as to immediately com
ply with his request, and yet so unwUl-
ing to cleanse the leprosy of sin from 
the soul, that no Divine power is ever 
exerted to this end, let the desire be 
ever so ardent, and the prayer ever so 
urgent ? UnwiUing to have the body of 
this praying leper tainted with disease, 
yet perfectly willing to have the souls 
of his praying chUdi-en poUuted with 
sin, perhaps for many years, tUl they 
come to the purgatory of death! Be
Ueve this who can. 

"He that is not with me is.against 
me, and he that gathereth not with me 
scattereth abroad."—^Matt. xii. 30. 

This is the Gospel in its intolerance. 
No neutrality here; no compromising. 
Whoever is not actively for God is a 
rebel. Whoever is not efficiently pro
moting the cause of Christ is giving aid 

and comfort to the enemy. Will you 
tell me, sinning professor, how you 
gather with Chi-ist when you are break
ing his law and disobeying his com
mands? Can you be rebeUious and 
loyal at the same time? WiU the same 
spirit both gather and scatter ? Doth 
the same fomitain send forth sweet 
water and bitter? In short, can you 
serve God and Mammon ? And if you 
are not on the Lord's side, gathering 
with him, I pray you to think where 
you are, and what you are doing. 

"For whosoever shall do the wUl of 
my Father which is in heaven, the same 
is my brother, and sister, and mother." 
Matt. xii. 50. 

Do you profess 'to be a relation of 
Jesus, see in this text your title to such 
relationship. Rest assured if you can
not bear the searching test contained in 
this verse Jesus Christ wUl disown you. 
"But," says one, " I do part of the 
Father's wUl." You do;. why not do 
tbe whole wiU ? '- Why, no man can 
do that." Then you do part of Gtod's 
•wUl, and part of the devil's wiU. Be 
not deceived. Christ has no such mon
grels among his brethren. 

"And they brought unto him aU that 
were diseased, and besought him that 
they might only touch the hem of his 
garment, and as many as touched were 
made perfectiy whole."—-Matt. xiv. 36. 

See what efficacy in touching the hem 
of Jesus' garment! The most malig
nant and subtle diseases are eradicated, 
and perfect health results; no virus left 
to predispose the person to the malari
ous influences of unhealthy regions.— 
But tbe blood of Christ, the sovereign 
balm, the great instrumentaUty pro
vided by God for the cleansing of sin, 
how inefficacious! We may not only 
touch Christ, but be united to him as 
the branch to the vine, and have him 
live in us, and we eat his flesh and drink 
his blood aU our life long, and yet con-
tmuaUy fail, to attain perfect spiritual 
health! Who -wUl dare affirm this, 
when God declares, " For if the blood 
of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of 
an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sancti
fieth to the purifying o/ the flesh; how . 
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much more sbaU the blood of Christ 
purge your conscience from dead works 
to serve the livmg God."—Heb. ix. 13, 
14. . 

"Jesus said unto him, if thou wilt be 
perfect, go and sell all that thou hast 
and give to the poor, and thou shalt 
have treasure in heaven, and come and 
foUow me."—Matt. xix. 21. 

These conditions were either practi
cable or impracticable. If impractica
ble, then Jesus was guilty of tantalizing 
the young ruler in answering his all-im
portant question. If practicable, then 
there was no huidrance to this young 
man's being made perfect, but his own 
will, his refusing io practice ihe condi
tions. Ye who look upon the word 
" perfect" with such holy horror, which 
hom of the dUemnia will you take? 

"And all things whatsoever ye shall 
ask in prayer, believing, ye shall re
ceive."—Matt. xxi. 22. 

Read -this once more. "All things 
whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer." 
My friend have you ever prayed for a 
dean heart ? Yes, many times; but 1 
never got it." Do you believ« it is at
tainable in this liffe, and did you have 
any expectation of receiving what you 
prayed for? " I do not believe it is 
possible for any one to Uve without sin, 
and I never had any expectation of so 
living." If what ygu say be true, 
prayed you not as the fool prayeth, 
neither believing nor expecting wbat 
you prayed for ? See you not the rea
son why your heart has never been 
cleansed- from sin ? The text says, pos
itively, that such as ask in faith shall 
receive; and you asked in unbelief, how 
then could you receive? So, then, we 
see they could not enter in because of 
unbelief.—(Heb. iu. 19.) And will 
you also charge the same wicked incon
sistency that you are guilty of upon the 
pious and sanctified of all ages, men 
who were strong in faith, giving glory 
toGod? 

"Jesus said unto him, thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God •with all thy heart, 
and •with -aU thy soul, and -with aU thy 
mmd."—^Matt. xxii. 37. 

Christ says in another place, (John 

xiv. 23,) " If a man love me he will 
keep my words." Now contrast this 
with the next verse: "H e that loveth 
me not, keepeth not my sayings." Tliis 
is as definite, and explicit, and positive, 
both as affirmation and negation, as the 
Holy Ghost could, -with the use of lan
guage, make it ; that the man who loves 
Jesus does keep his words, and if he 
keeps them he does not break them, 
and if he does not break them he does 
not sin. Deny it who can. Ye who 
are conscious- of sinning every day, in 
thought, word and deed, look at your 
spiritual condition in the light of this 
portion of God's Word. Doth not the 
true and living God say, ye " love him 
not ? " Either keep the sayings of Je
sus, or away With your false professions 
of love. " Why call ye me Lord, Lord, 
and do not the things which I say."— 
Luke vi. 46. « 

"Go ye therefore and teach all na
tions, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe 
aU things whatsoever! have commanded 
you."—Matt, xxviii. 19, 20. 

This is the great commission which 
Jesus gave to all his disciples before his 
ascension, and to all their successors.— 
He who teacheth not in accordance with 
this commission is not in the Apostolic 
succession, and is but a mere usurper of 
the ministerial office. What are the 
ambassadors to teach ? Answer: " To 
observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you." How do men who 
take upon them the title of Christ's 
ministers dare to teach contrary to this 
explicit direction? And yet how many, 
instead of teaching " to observe aU 
things," teach that it is utterly impossi
ble, to do this, and even denounce, as 
the rankest heresy, the instruction of 
those who teach just as Jesus told them 
to. Would men sin if they observed 
all things which Jesus has commanded ? 
Certainly not. Now, if they were thus 
taught to observe aU things, would it 
not in fact be teaching them to live -with
out siiming ? No one can deny this.— 
AU ministers, therefore, who teach the 
people that they cannot live -without 

i 



SEAECH THE SCE1PTUEE8. Uf 

siiming are guilty before God, angels 
and men of the above charge. To place 
this point beyond the possibUity of con
troversy, let us look at some of the 
things which Christ's ministers are com
manded to teach. "Be ye therefore 
perfect even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect."—Matt. v. 48. But 
what do we hear from this class of men 
about this command ? Nothing, except 
to teach the absolute impossibUity in 
this life of obeying this precept. 

Christ has commanded to teach that 
"no man can serve two masters." And 
yet these men, though they teach this 
in word, " make the commandment of 
God of none effect by their tradition." 
Though God's service and the devil's 
are perfect antagonisms, yet they teach 
that both, in some degree, can be served. 
They teach that every child of God- sins 
every day. But God teacheth that " he 
that is born of God doth not commit 
sin." And whosoever sins, it is ex
pressly declared that he is of the devU. 
These men teach that the servants of 
<?orf commit sin every day. But Jesus 
teacheth, "Whosoever committeth sin 
is the servant of sin."—John -viii. 34. 
Christ taught that when we desired any
thing, and prayed for it, to believe that 
we received it. But these men teach, 
that though we may ever so earnestly 
desire, and fervently pray for a clean 
heart, yet we must not believe that it is 
possible for us to receive it this side the 
dying hour; or, if we should pray to be 
kept from sinning, we must not expect 
to be for a single hour. Thus, instead 
of teaching men to observe, they teach 
them to violate the plainest commands 
of Christ. Instead of teaching a pres
ent purification of the heart by faith, as 
Peter did, (Acts xv. 9,) they teach a 
future death purification, not by faith, 
hut by an act of absolute sovereign 
power. Instead of teaching, as Christ 
did, a simple, present trust in God, they 
teach a present practical uifidelity. As 
proof of this last remark, we offer, first, 
what Christ says: "Whatsoever ye ask 
the Father in my name he wUl give it 
you."-_John xvi. 23. Now we ask the 
Father, in the name of Christ, to give 

us a pure heart, and to keep us from 
sinning. . Will he do it? Christ says 
he toill, these other teachers say he will 
not. Second: John says, 1st Epistle, 
V. 14, 15, "And this is the confidence 
that we have in him, that if we ask any
thing according to his will he heareth 
us. AnJ if we know that he hear us, 
whatsoever we ask, we know that we 
have the petitions that we desired of 
him." If we, for Christ's sake, ask a 
clean heart, and to be kept from sin
ning, we know we ask according to the 
wUl of God. John says, if we thus ask 
he heareth us, and we know we have ihe 
petitions we desired of him, even a pure 
heart and to be kept from sinning. Yet 
these men, though they admit the peti
tion is according to the wUl of God, 
deny what John positively affirms, viz: 
that we have the petitions we desired. 
Finally, Jesus commands to " love the 
Lord with all our heart." But say these 
ministers, " this cannot be done, no man 
ever lived that did, and no man can." 
Jesus says, observe this commandment; 
these teach that you cannot observe it. 
And if they hear of any one who professes 
thus to love the Lord, he is either char
acterized as a hypocrite or derided as a 
visionary fanatic. 

Ye who truly desire tb observe all 
things whatsoever Jesus has command
ed you, whose teachings will you fol
low? The plain, simple teachings of 
Him who said, " My yoke is easy, and 
my burden is light," who never sought 
to reap where he had not sown; ot will 
you follow doctrines of those who say 
some of his commandments are so griev
ous that it is impossible to obey them ? 
" Blessed are the undefiled in the way,, 
who walk in the law of the Lord.— 
Blessed are they that keep his testimo
nies, and that seek him with the whole 
heart. They also do no iniquity, they 
walk in his ways."—Ps. cxix. 1, 2,3. 

The sea is broad and deep, so is the 
human mind ; it can neither be spanned 
nor fathomed. Its resources are inex
haustible, for, by mysterious inception, 
it continually draws from" the Divine 
fuUness.—L. Wood. 
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A REMARKABLE PASSAGE. 

Dr. Floy, in concluding a letter from 
South Carolina, to the Christian Advo
cate and Journal, uses these^'ords. 

And here I •will place bn°l-ecord my 
own deliberate conviction as to the means 
by which so much gospel light has pen
etrated the thick darkness iu which these 
poor colored people have dwelt from 
generation to generation. By all who 
associate with them, and listen with un
prejudiced ears to their religious con
versation, it is an unqeasing source of 
wonder tliat they are so well acquainted 
with the great. truths,—the practical 
teachings of Christianity, and many uf 
the deep things of God. Not from tbe 
written Word did they derive this know
ledge, for probably not one in a thous
and knows a letter of the alphabet; aud 
as certainly not from oral instructions, 
which are always meager—-the mere 
skimming upon the surface. My opin
ion is, that God himself teaches them, 
even as he taught the bondmen in Egypt, 
and our. fathers in the olden time, when 
as yet there was no Bible. Many of 
the elders among these degraded peo
ple talk of revelations from the Lord. 
They profess to have dreams and vi
sions in the night season. Christians 
brand aU these assertions as absurd, and 
ridicule them as the results of distem
pered brains and ignorant superstition. 
I think there were, among the ancient 
Israelites, those who tbus regarded that 
strange story told by Moses about the 
burning bush. Possibly, too, Jacob's 
-vision at Bethel would be placed by 
many, even at this day, in. the same 
category, were it not recorded in a book 
that we deem divine. There can be no 
doubt that our heavenly Father could, 
if it pleased him, by simUar methods, 
reveal himself and make kno-wn his -will 
to those bondmen for whom Christ died; 
and it seems to me perfectly consistent 
and in harmony with aU bis glorious 
perfections, tbat he should do so. 

It is because -we are so great in our 
own estimation, and think we know so 
much, that God does not teach us more 
by His Holy Spirit. Let us be chUdren. 

A CHAPTER ON DOUBTING. 

' Never go gloomily, man with a mind, 
Hope is a better companion than fear.' 
Doubt ? Yes, they doubt, keep doubt

ing. The minister doubte, and the peo
ple doubt. They were bom doubting, 
educated in doubts, grew up in doubts, 
became rooted and grounded in doubts. 
Then ot course, it's doubt, doubt, doubt! 
They speak doubtingly, pray doubting
ly, preacLdoubtingly, go about day after 
day in doubts. Every thing they do 
spirituaUy is done on the principle and 
practice of doubt: they are doubts with
out, doubts within, doubts to-day,doubts 
to-morrow,—so on to the end. They 
live doubtingly and die doubtingly. 
Only a few evenings since we attended 
a meeting of doubte, nearly all present 
were doubters; the presiding minister 
himself was a doubter, encouraged doubt
ing—^he doubted and of course the peo
ple doubted. ' Like priest, like people.' 
Every one, male and female, that rose 
to speak were doubters, testified doubt
ingly—every one that spoke or prayed, 
spoke and prayed in doubts. Thus the 
meeting went on in doubts tUl the close 
—it was doubt in the beginning, doubt 
in ending—the meeting went on in 
doubts, and broke up in doubts; every . 
one, doubtless, retired to rest on doubts, 
slept on doubts, rose up on doubts. 

Now this doubting meeting was only 
a specimen of all other simUar meetings 
in this congregation. These same doubt
ing meetings are continued from week 
to week, from month to month, from 
year to year. All their meetings for 
prayer, praise, testimony and exhorta
tion, are made up of doubtings. More
over aU the converts converted under 
their doubting are converted to doubte, 
born into a kingdom of doubtings. In
deed, unless doubts are expressed, it is 
very doubtful whether or not the con
version is genuine! This doubting is 
not only a sure mark of sound conver
sion, but proof positive of the grace of 
modesty and humility! 

Friends, what think you of this doubt
ing process? this being bom in doubts, 
Uving and breatbii%in doubts, preaching, 
praying and exhorting in doubts, Uving 
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and dying in doubts ? If we live a whole 
life of doubts, and doubting, what sure-
tjthave we of not dying in doubts, and 
doubting on, forever and forever in 
doubts? A "beloved brother in the 
meeting of doubts alluded to, said, ' he 
always had .doubts, expected always to 
doubt, always to have doubts;' he com
menced his testimony doubting, and 
ended it in doubting, and no doubt he 
wiU leave the world, doubting. Belov
ed, is not the thought fearful ? Is there 
anything in God's word to substantiate 
this doctrine of doubte, or the least in
timation given'of its being weU-pleasing 
in the sight of heaven ? What is the in-, 
fluence of a church of doubters on the 
world? on the-minds and hearts of sin
ners? What the conoltksion of the im
penitent on hearing these doubters ex
pressing their doubts, with long faces, 
and their heads bowed like a bulrush ? 
each one crying out in his doubts, ' 0 
my leanness! O, my leanness! O, 
wretched man, who shall deliver me 
Irom these doubts—the body of this 
death!' 

Is the Gospel a failure? Has the Son of 
God died in vain ? We read, and impeni
tent sinners read in God's book, that reli
gion is happifying, purifying—that it 
makes us hopeful, cheerful, joyful, that 
the gospel is good news, glad tidings of 
great joy; that Jesus Christ is a great 
Saviour, glorious, mighty, perfect com
plete—one that can save to the uttermost, 
from all sin, all doubtings and fearings; 
thathe came especially to destroy the 
works ofthe devil. Now, ye doubters, by 
your doubting what do ye do, but give 
the lie to all this ? stab the very vitals 
of God's truth! StiU more, you bring 
an evil report upon this goodly land, 
discourage the peopler How can you 
possibly dishonor God more than by 
this doubting ? What sin more aggra
vating in the sight of Heaven than un
belief? and doubting is unbelief, and un
belief is doubting, a sin of all others the 
most damning! • It makes God a liar! 
It pierces the Son of God, --opens his 
wounds afresh, drives the nails, points 
the spear. We have no more right to 
doubt than we have to swear falsely. 

steal, take God's name in vain, commit 
adultery, murder or highway robbery 
—God forbids it. And stUl you flatter 
yourselves this doubting is quite harm
less, even commendable, a sure mark of 
grace, modesty and humility. Was ever 
blindness so preposterous, so Heaven 
daring? There is not the slightest shade 
of apology in the Bible for doubting. 
God frowns upon it, consigns it to the pit 
bottomless. 

There was no sin Christ and his apos
tles rebuked so frequently and so severe
ly as this same sin of doubting, or un
belief It's the poison of asps, the gan
grene of hell, the very scum and bub
blings of the pit! ruinous! O flee it as 
the serpent of serpents. Friends, doubt
ing friends, what do you gain personaUy 
by these doubtings? Are you strength
ened by them—built up in your most 
holy faith by these doubts? Are they 
refreshing to your soul ? Rather do not 
these doubtings weaken the whole man, 
paralyze it? Is not this doubting a 
gangrene to the soul, a leprosy,a plague? 
a palsy? It eats out the life blood, of 
Christian hope and usefulness, a man 
that is always doubting his own salva
tion, is unprepared to point others con 
fidently to "the Lamb of God who tak
eth away the sins of the world.'' " Phy
sician, heal thyself," presses upon him 
like an incubus; his heart fainte -within 
him, and one "faint heart makes other 
faint hearts—one faint hearted soldier 
on the eve of battle strikes fearfulness 
into a whole army, and defeats the bat
tle. This is why God commanded Gid
eon to say to all the doubters or fearfiU 
ones in his army, "depart," till the whole 
number numbered only three hundred, 
and -with these few whole-souled, coura
geous ones, the whole Midianitish army 
was routed, and a complete conquest 
gained. 

' Our doubts are traitors, 
Aud make us, lose the good we oft might 

win. 
By fearing to attempt.' 

This doubting has been the curse of 
all ages. The IsraeUtes by one single 
act of doubting, were forever e.xcluded 
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the promiaed land, and left to perish in 
the wilderness.* 

The command is every where, "be of 
good courage, be strong in the Lord and 
in the power of his might.' Then ' one 
can chase a thousand, and two put ten 
thousand to flight.' But what saith God 
to Jhe doubting, the fearfiU, the unbe
lieving? 

' Fearing always makes us weaker. 
Strips us of our powerful shield— 

Makes us co-wTtrds ;.—but the soldier. 
True and faithful, •will not yield. 

Onward! then with bdlA endeavor. 
Press thee onward, while you may; 

Having Truth and Ho^ forever. 
For thy guardians by the way! 

•Doubting in this article, is used exclu
sively in the sense of unbelief. 

EXPERIENCE OF 
GEO. PATREmOE. 

It is all of grace that I am wbat I am, 
tbe mere mercy of God, that I am pluck
ed as a brand from the etemal burnings. 

My early education was a religious one. 
The gospel, which," is the power of God 
unto salvation," was preached in the 
church that from iny earliest recoUection 
I attended. There tbe claims of God 
were presented—the condition of the sin
ner shown—and he faithfiilly warned to 
flee from the wrath to come, and lav hold 
on eternal life. Som,e who professed to 
be the followers of Christ, knew of the 
power of God to save ; and testified both 
in public and in private, that tbey knew 
the.y were made new creatures; and tbe 
power of God would BO come down upon 
them in the prayer meetings and in the 
love-feasts, that they would lose their 
strength and fall to the floor; and com
ing te, shout aloud the praises of God, 
and declare it to be the genuine work 
ofthe Holy Ghost. 

It was not until after I was setfled in 
life, that I gave my heart's affection to-the 
Lord and sought his pardoning mercy.— 
Then I saw myst-lf a sinner, and exposed 
to death, witb no way of escape except 
through Christ; and to him I fled for re
fuge. I found him faithful to his promise. 
My sins were all forgiven. My name was 

recorded on high. My conversion was 
very clear. November 14th. 1852,1 re-
ceiv d the clear, unmistakable " witneasjpf 
the Spirit," that I was made a new crea
ture. Old things with me bad pa.«sed 
away and all things became new. Glory 
be to God! I now began to walk with 
God, and had the testimony that I pleased 
him. I obeyed him in all things, small 
as weU as great, and walked in all the light 
tbat was permitted to shine upon my path
way. Very soon 1 saw it was my privi
lege to walk in the light as God is in the, 
light, and have the blood applied that 
cleanses from all sin. I was conscious of 
the remains of tbe carnal mind. The roots 
of bitterness were not removed, and 
springing up troubled me, though I had 
victory over tiiem. I read tbe Bible pray
erfully, and our standard works on holi-
ne-ss, and was soon scripturaUy convicted 
of my need of entire hoh'ness. 

I wish here to be distinctly understood 
that I was not how seeking pardon. No, 
I had the witness in my heart that I stood 
justified before God, that I was an " heir 
of God and a joint heir with Christ to 
an inheritance incorruptible, undefUed 
and that fadeth not away." In the sum
mer of 1854, I attended the first camp-
meeting that was held at Burk-hill. Br. 
Wm. KendaU was then our preacher.—'• 
He was a man fuU of faith and'the Holy 
Ghost, and the Lord added many to the 
church under his faithful labors. Few 
men have ever come among us, who have 
walked so closely with God as Br. Ken
daU did. His constant theme every 
where was—" holiness to the Lord."— 
Oh! if all our ministers were clothed 
with salvation as he was, andVere as 
fearless in declaring Bible truth, how 
soon wc should see the world deluged 
with salvation, and Zion would arise 
and come forth frorn the wilderness, 
leaning on the arm of ber beloved, fair 
as the moon, clear as the sun, and terri
ble as an army with banners. 

Though I had been convinced of my 
need of entire conformHy to the wUl of 
God, I had as yet not identified myself as 
a seeker of this great blessing. When I 
thought of going forward to the altar, as 
a seeker, I found there was in my heart 
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a shrinking from it; and though I de
sfred to be "pure within," I did not take 
Jthe precise way that I was caUed upon 
to teke, and consequently the meeting 
closed and I was not where I wanted to 
be. I kept looking to the Lord for the 
cleansing blood to be applied, never for 
one moment doubting its sufficiency. 

From this camp-meeting I went to the 
first one held at Bergen. Up to this time 
I had never enjoyed as much religion as 
I then did; but as the clear light would 
flash across my mind, I would see the 
remains of corruption. These I saw, 
could only be removed by faith in the 
all-atoning-blood. One evening I went 
to one of the tents where they were hold
ing prayer-meeting, but it was so fuU, I 
saw no place for me, and with a brother, 
I went to another, where we commenced 
a meeting. We had been at prayer but 
a short time, when the power of God 
came on me in a wonderful manner, and 
I lay upon the ground like one in the 
agonies of death. There and then I 
made a new and solemn surrender of 
my aU to God, promising to live and 
die in his service. This I had done be
fore. I could find nothing new to lay 
upon the altar, for daily I had presented 
"my body a living sacrifice." My 
famUy, property, reputation, came be
fore my mind, and I saw them, one by 
one, naUed to the Cross. As these were 
presented, my whole being writhed as 
if with the pangs of dissolving nature; 
and my friends thought me dying—and 
I did die. I died unto sin. This was a 
crucifixion. Self was dead. 1 no longer 
Uved and I knew it. I was emptied of 
every thing opposed to God. 

I raised my eyes to heaven, and O, 
what a sight I beheld! There was 
Christ, the Lamb of God, hanging upon 
Calvary, bleeding, dying for me. Then 
I realized, as I had never done, how 
much the Saviour had suffered for me. 
I saw his wounded hands and side, and 
by fiiith in him felt the cleansing blood 
flow through every vem arid artery of 
my now wholly sanctified nature. This 
exceeded anything that I had before e.x-
perienced. I was completely over-
whelnied with the power and glory of 

God, and realized aU the heaven of love 
that Mr. Wesley expresses of a soul 
swallowed up in God. Glory to God • 
and the Lamb forever! God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost, 
now came in and took up their abode, 
fUling every avenue of the soul, and 
there they stUl abide. Glory! glory! 
glory! 1 was so overcome by the un
utterable weight of glory that -rested 
upon me, that I did not get over it in a 
long time; and there was such a feUow
ship with Christ in his sufferings, that 
when 1 placed my hand upon my side, 
days after it, it felt as though it had 
been pierced. 

This was on the 18th of August, a 
little less than two years from the tim^ 
of my conversion to God. From that. 
hour to the present, I have felt that aU 
doubts and fears were gone; aU sorts 
of bitterness, anger, wrath, malice, im
patience and self-wUl expelled; and I 
have an abiding consciousness that I 
please God, and that if I abide in him 
I shall inherit everlasting life. Patience 
hath its perfect work, and casts out aU 
fear. I find my experience, from first 
to last, to be Scriptural; and while I 
cling to the Word of God, 1 adhere to 
the doctrines taught by that sainted 
founder of Methodism, and 

" Give up myself through Jesus' power. 
His name to glorify; 

And promise in the strength of grace. 
For God to live and die." 

It is not only our privilege, but our 
duty to enter into the joys of Paradise, 
so far as we can, even in this unparadi-
sical world ; and in order to do this, we 
must get at the original simplicity of 
manner, so far as we can, which would 
have prevaUed among human beings, 
had man never trangressed. 

As the magnetic needle points always 
toward the pole, so does pure love ever
more point its possessor toward thatGod 
whose nature- and whose name is love. 

As those objects that are pur^-White 
do perfectly reflect all the prismatic 
colors, so does a holy heart perfectly re
flect all the Christian graces.—L. Wood, fjl:^ 
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CONSECRATION OF PRESIDENT 
EDWARDS. 

i 

I have this day solernnly renewed my 
baptismal covenant and self-dedication, 
which I renewed wben I was i-eceived 
into tiie communion of the Church. I 
have seen before Qod, and bave given 
myself all that I am, and have, to Ood 
so that I am not in any respect my own. 
I can claim no right in myself, no right 
in this understanding, this will, these 
affections that are in me; neither have I' 

^ any right to this body, or any of its mem-
berk; no right to this tongue, these hands, 
nor feet; no right to these senses, the.se 
eyet, mese ears, this smeU or taste. I 
have given myaelf clear away, and have 
not retained anything as my own. I 
have been to God this morning, and told 
him that I gave myself wholly to him. 
I have given every power to him, so that 
for the future I wili challenge or claim no 
right in myself in any respect I bave 
expressly promised him, .and do now 
promise Almighty God, that, by his 
grace, I will not I bave this moraing 
told him that I did take him for my 
whole portion and felicity, looking on 
nothing else as any part of my happiness, 
nor acting as if it were; and his law for 
the constant rule of my obedience; and 
would fight with all my might against the 
world, the flesh, and tbe devU, to the end 
of my life; and that I did believe in Jesus 
Christ, and receive Him as a Prince and 
a Saviour; and would adhere to the faitb 

. and obedience of the Gospel, how hazard
ous and difficult poever the profession and 

J practice of it may be. That I did re
ceive the blessed Spirit as ray Teacher, 
-Sanctifier, and only Comforter; and cher
ish aU his motions to enlighten, purify, 
confirm, comfort, and assist me. This I 
have dope. And I pray God, for tbe 
sake of Christ, to look upon it as a self-
dedication ; and to receive me now as en
tirely bis own, and deal with me in all 
respects as such; whether he afflicts me 
or p rq^ r s me, or whatever he pleases to 
do intfi-me, who am his. Now hence
forth I 1am not to act in any respect as 
my own. I shall act as my own if I ever 
make use of any of my powers to do any- I 

** 

thing that is not to tbe glory of God, or 
do not make tbe glorifying of him my 
whole and entire business; if I murmur, 
in the least at afflictions; if I grieve at 
the prosperity of others; if I am anyway 
uncharitable; if I am angry because of 
injuries; if I revenge my own cause; if 
I do anything purely to please myself, or 
avoid anything for • the sake of my ease, 
or omit anything because it is great self-
denial; if I trast to myself; if I take any 
of the praise of any good tbat I do, or 
rather God does by me; or if I am any 
way proud. 

ON PLEASURE. 

Dying to pleasure, even the most in
nocent, we shaU live to God. Of plea
sures, there are four sorts. Sensual 
pleasures—of the eye, ear, taste, smell, 
ease, indulgence, etc. Pleasures of the 
beart—attachments, entanglements, 
creature-love, unsanctified friendship.^ 
Pleasures of the mind—curious books, 
deep researches, speculations, hanker- . 
ings after news, wit, fine language.— 
The pleasures of the imagination— 
schemes, fancies, suppositions. 

God requires that we should deny 
ourselves in all these respects, because, 

1. God wUl have the heart, which he 
cannot have if pleasure hath i t ; and 
God is a jealous God. 

2. There is no solid union with God 
until, in a Christian sense, we are dead 
to creature comforts. Pleasure is the 
Gordian knot. 

3. God is purity. Hankering after 
pleasure- is the cause of almost aU onr 
sins—tbe bait of temptation. 

4. God calls us to show our faith and 
love by a spirit of sacrifice. Pleasure 
is Isaac. 

5. Denying ourselves, hating our life, 
dying daily, crucifying the flesh, putting 
off the Old 'man, are Gospel precepts; 
so is cutting off the right hand, pluck
ing out the right eye, and forsaking all 
to foUow Christ. 

6. Grod makes no exceptions. All 
the offending members must be cut off, 
every leak must be stopped, otherwise 

11 
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the corrupting pleasure indulged gete 
more ascendancy. 

7. Pleasures render the soul incapa
ble of the operations of the Spirit, and 
obstruct Divine consolations. 

Now nature is aU for pleasure and 
lives upon sensuality. The senses, 
heart, mind and imagination pursue al
ways objects that may gratify them.— 
We love pleasure so as to deprive our
selves of anything to enjoy it in some 
kind or other, and we undergo hard
ships to procure it. Nature frets hor
ribly if disappointed in this favorite 
pursuit^ and yet, if nature be pam
pered, grace must be starved. 

Earthly pleasures are of a corrupting 
nature; for example, that of taste, if 
indulged, spreads through, corrupts, and 
dissipates aU the powers of the soul and 
bod} .̂ It is so much the more danger
ous, as it hides itself under a mask of 
necessity, or color of lawfrUness, and 
does all the mischief of a concealed 
traitor. It betrays with a kiss, poisons 
•with honey, wounds in its smUes, and 
kills whUe it promises happiness. 

Indulgence enervates and renders us 
incapable of suffering anything from 
God, men, devUs, or self, and stands 
continuaUy in the way of our doing, as 
well as suffering, the wUl of God. It is 
much easier, therefore, to flee from 
pleasure than to remain within due 
bounds in its enjoyments. The great
est saints find nothing is so difficult, 
nothing makes them tremble so, as the 
use of pleasure; for it requires the 
strictest watehfiilness and the most 
vigorous attention. He must walk 
steadily who can walk safely on the 
brink of a precipice. 

The absolute necessity of dying to 
pleasure will appear from the follo^wing 
considerations: The earthly senses must 
be spiritualized; the sensual heart puri
fied ; the wandering mind fixed; the 
foolish imagination made sober. 

Worldly pleasures are all little, low, 
and transitory, and a hindrance to our 
chief good. Much moderation, how
ever, is to be used in the choice and de
gree of our mortifications. Through 
•pride nature often prompts us to great 

extremes, which hurt the body, and 
sometimes lead the mind into sourness 
and. obstinacy. But to know and walk 
in the right path of self-denial, we have 
need of much recollection. 

FLETKHER. 

MORAL SENTIMENTS. 

B T EEV. LEVI WOOD. 

As a golden vase fiiU ofthe most beau
tiful and fragrant flowers, so is a human 
heart when emptied of sin, and filled 
•with the fruits of the Holy Spirit. 

Too much reservedness or affectation 
in our manners towards others, (and this 
applies equaUy to others of the opposite 
sex,) is equally reprehensible -with too 
much confidential intimacy, or unbecom
ing openness. The great-point in secur
ing a happy and social Ufe, is to devel
ope those feculties of our being which 
give symmetry, beauty, and bliss to the 
whole of our immortal existence. 

God is kno-wn by lo^vinghim; for the 
heart that loves him, •wUl obey him, and 
receive him into itself; and it is infinite
ly pleasing to the Divine Being to coin-
municate as much of his own knowledge 
and bliss to all of his loving and obedi
ent creatures, as they are capacitated to 
receive. Why, then, should not my 
sonl be perfectly happy? Because fhis^ 
life is a scene of discipline, in which our 
faith in God, and our fidelity tO him, is 
put to the test, and so our happiness in 
this life is somewhat hindered; but in 
heaven it wUl be fuU and complete for
ever and ever. 

I wUl be free; I will know no bonds 
but love; my heart shaU be ravished 
evermore with love, even that holy love 
which continuaUy makes the heart bet
ter and better. For the sotU that walk
eth in the light of God, and inhales his 
love, knows no decay of happiness. Ite 
pleasures are new every morning and 
fresh every evening. „ĵ ~ 

The great end of Ufe is happiness; 
and as holiness is the basis of happiness, 
we must of necessity become holy if we 
would be happy. 
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THE EARNEST, CHRISTIAN 
AND GOLDEN RULE. 

B c p P A i i O , N O V E M B E R , 1 8 6 3 . 

SAFE BULE OF CONDUCT. 
A Christian man should live by rule. He 

should not suffer himself to be governed by 
the fleeting impulse of the hour. If he does 
not feel as he would, if he is pressed by temp
tation, and crowded with care, stUl let him 
see to it that all his words and actions are 
right iu the sight of God. Satan often 
makes suggestions to tbe mind, and then 
taking advantage of his own acts, tells us 
that we may as weU say a thing as think 
it. Let us be on our guard. Let us have a 
fixed rule of conduct to control us when 
sorely pushed by the adversary of souls. 

A safe and comprehensive rule to govern 
our conduct towards others, is given by our 
Saviour. Have you read it 1 Doubtless you 
have. Do you act upon it ? Is it a settled 
rule of life with you 1 It is in these words: 
AU things whatsoever ye would that men 
should do unto you, do ye even so unto ihem. 
It is sometimes expressed briefly "Do as 
you would be done by." If you are at a loss 
to know what treatment to give others, you 
have only to imagine yourself in their place 
and they in yours, aud then ask yourself 
the question " How would I have them treat 
mel" Then, when that is settled, you Imve 
found out your duty. Gfo ahead. 

The acting upon this rule, by professing 
ChristiaAs, would produce a perfect revolu
tion in the business world. Axe you selling 
an article—a piece of goods, a cow or a horse, 
and has it defects that you would be glad 
to be informed of, if you were the purchaser? 
Then, however much you may desire to ef
fect a sale, or however much it may be a-
gainst your interest to disclose the bad qual
ity, known perhaps only to yourself, you 
will not, at the peril of your soul, -withhold 
the information. Do you like to have others, 
keep their word with you ? Then keep yonr 
word -OTith them. Let your promise be sa
cred. No matter how loosely promises are 
held by those in the same business -with 
yourself, if you dislike to be deceived, then 
never practice deception upon others. 

Let this rule govern you too in aU your 
acts of benevolence. If you volunteer to do 
an act of kindness for another, do it as weU 
as if you were liberaUy paid—do it as you 
would have it done for yourself. Christ is 
not honored, your friend is not benefited, 
and your own soul is not blessed by your 
doing an act of kindness so poorly that it 
were better undone. Either bring no sacri
fice to the altar of Christian benevolence, 
orbring one that is without spot or blemish. 

CHEISTIAN BROTHERHOOD. 
As any church fails iu the accomplishing 

of her mission, voluntary organizations arise 
•within her pale to do the work that ought 
to be done by the church in that capacity. 
This is perhaps weU, as it tends to keep 
alive a spirit of activity among, some at 
least of its members; yet how much better 
it is for aU to be alive to God, every man in 
his lot and place, and all laboring for the 
salvation of soiUs. W e give below the 
"Rules of the Christian Brotherhood" of 
the Washington Square Methodist Episco
pal Church, Brooklyn, N. TT. W e see in 
this and similar moves a hopeful symptom. 
The rules are not very stringent, but they 
are good as far as they go. W e do not see 
how any one can do less and be a Christian. 

KtTLES OP T H E CHBISTIAN BROTHERHOOD. 

MOTTO. 

" Let no man despise thy youth ; but be 
thou an example of the believers, in word, 
in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in 
faith, in purity."—1 Tim. iv. 12. 

RULES OP T H E CHRISTIAN BROTHERHOOD. 

I. We, the young men of the Wasliing-
ton Square M. E. Church, form ourselves 
into a Society, to be called the " Christian 
Brotherhood," for the conversion of young 
men. 

" I have -written vmto you, young men, 
because ye are strong, and the word of God 
abideth in you, and ye have overcome the 
•wicked one."—^1 John ii. 14. 

n . The officers of this Society shall be a 
President, who shaU be the pastor of the 
church, ex officio, and an advisory, committee 
of five, appointed by the pastor annually, 
whose duties shall be to provide for the effi
ciency and success of the Brotherhood. 

" Be ye followers of me, even as I also,am 
of Christ."—! Cor. xi. 1. 

III. The duties of the membersi of the 
Brotherhood shall be as follows: 

1. Personal consecration to Christ. 

'te., 
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" I beseech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a liting sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto Qod, which is • your reasonable ser
vice."—KomansxU. 1. 

2. Secret prayer at noon each day. 
"At noon wiU I pray, and cry aloud; and 

he shall hear my voice."—Psalms Iv. 17. 
3. Christian courtesy toward each other. 
"Be courteous."—1 Peter iii. 8. 
4. To labor for the conversion of young 

men, by conversation, distribution of reli
gions books, invitations to the house of 
God, by prayer, and by good example.. 

" He that winneth BOUIB is wise."—Prov. 
xi. 30. 

" They that turn many to righteousness 
shaU shine as the stars for ever and ever." 
Daniel xii. 3. 

" He that converteth the sinner from the 
error of his way shaU save a soul from 
death, and shaU hide a multitude of sins." 
James v. 20. 

5. To bold prayer-meetings on Wednes
day evenings, after lecture, and at other 
times, subject to the pastor's appointment; 
and to give a monthly report, on the last 
Wednesday evening of each month, of thefr 
labors in accomplishing the special objects 
of the Brotberhood. 

"Not forsaking the assembling of our
selves together, as the manner of some is ; 
but exhorting one another: and so much 
the more, as ye see the day approaching." 
Heb. X. 25. 

rv . All moneys necessary for the attsun-
ment of the objects of the Society shall be 
raised by contributions. 

y . These rules may be changed by a ma
jority vote of the members of the Brother
hood. 

" In the morning sow thy seed, and in the 
evening withhold not thine hand; for thou 
knowest not whether shaU prosper either 
this or that, or whether they both shaU be 
alike good."—Ecdesiastes xi. 16. 

CANAL STREET MISSION. 
For unblushing wickedness, and the open 

manifestation of human depravity in all its 
loathsome, disgusting forms, the region be
tween the canal and the lake, in the city of 
Buffalo may justly claim the bad pre-emi
nence. Here, drunkenness, debauchery, 
gambling, robbery and fighting are the or
der of tlie day. It is a perfect whirlpool of 
vice—a mael^jiDom of iniquity—the very 
vestibule of h%Ill '' 

As our readers have been apprised, we 
opened, a mission there last Spring. W e 
have not been able to give it the personal 
supervision we desired, our duties calling 

us away most of the time; still meetings 
have been kept u p ; at times the Holy 
Spirit has been poured out in a remarkable 
nianner, and deep conviction has seized 
upon many minds; some have given good 
evidences of conversion to God, and others 
have been led to abandon the place and 
seek their livelihood by reputable means. 

W e have been greatly crippled, however, 
for the want of means. W e carry on this 
enterprise single-handed and alone, with 
such help as God puts it into the hearts of 
hjs children voluntarily to afford. This, 
thus fiir, has been but little. 

W e have no doubt but that by this time 
more than twenty females could have been 
reclaimed from a life of vice, if there had 
been a place where they could have fonnd a 
home, and snch Christian counsel and help 
as their cases demanded. But we have not 
been able to provide one. There are prob
ably but few cities of the size of Buffalo, 
where prostitution and its kindred vices 
more abound, and we know of none but 
tbat has its Magadlen Asylum where the 
penitent wanderer may find refuge and as
sistance. But Buffalo has none. No effort 
except our feeble one has been made to save 
those that are ready to perish. If any of 
our readers, who have the means, feel that 
the Lord would be pleased to have them do 
anything to open in this city a home for 
those erring ones who would be glad to re
t um to the paths of virtue, we should be 
glad to have' them commnnicafe-with ns on 
this subject. 

At our meetings a short sermon is 
preached, the Bible read, and exhortations 
and addresses are deUvered as the Spirit 
givea utterance. 

The foUo-wing is the substance of an ad
dress delivered at one of our meetings, by 
Miss Anderson, of Scotland: 

ADDRESS TO SnTfrERS. 

Come to Jesus. The etemal word has 
said: " Now is the accepted time. To-day, 
if you -wiU hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts." Jesus bids you come. HewUl 
make you happy for time and for eternity. 
He hates your sins, but he loves your souls. 
He has loved you -with an everlasting love, 
and he loves you stiU. The devU •wiU say 

O^ 
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iri 

to yon, you are too bad to be saved and Jesus 
-will have none of you; but God is -pouring 
ont his Spirit and saving many, and why 
not you ? He moves the-hearts of his peo
ple, to come here to^iay, to plead -with God 
for yon, and -with you, that you should turn 
to God. Then do not delay, for hell is pav
ed with good intentions, and many that are 
there, intended to do better to-morrow. 

Tou have heard of the tree that stood three 
years, bearing no fruit ? These years are 
supposed to represent the three periods of 
the life of Man: Youth, Manhood and Old 
Age. All these had passed without profit, 
and the sentence had gone forth, cut it down; 
but the voice of inercy interposed—the Sa
viour pleads—" Lord let it alone this year 
also." In like manner.he spares you, and 
glory be to his holy name, the day of grace 
is yet extended; but it is just hastening Sr 
way and the day of judgement as rapidly 
approaches, when it will be said to every 
one of us, eitber '- Well done, enter thou in
to the joy of thy Lord;" or, " Depart; from 
me ye that work iniquity, into everlasting 
fire prepared for the devU and his angels." 

I have been over a great part of the world 
and have seen how true the word of God is, 
when spoken against a country, or against 
countries, for the sins of those that dwell 
therein. That fair and beautifol land where 
the Lord Jesus lived and labored, has be
come almost desolate. The stones of ruined 
cities are jUiickly spread over the valley of 
Ajalon and azoxmd Jerusalem ; and if his 
word be fulfiUed to the very letter, when 
spoken against a country, can we expect 
that his sentence against individual sinners 
will not be as strictly executed ? Then, O 

,^ sinner! flee from the wrath to come, to Jesns 
tjje only refuge! " Behold," saith the Lord 
of life, " I stand at the door and knock."— 
The Holy One of God knocks at the door of 
your hearts. He moves upon your conscience 
and says, " Turn ye from your evU way!" 
He would restore your lost and ruined soul 
to his own divine image. He would make 
all thinga new, if you would yield to bim 
and obey his word. 

\ MANNA IN THE DESERT. 

An intelligent, pious physician gave ns 
tbe following interesting item of personal 
experience: 

" I was going to California in the year 
1850 across the plains. We had used up 
all our provisions. Our last crust of bread 
was gone. Starvation stared us in the face. 
We were in a desert, &x from all human 
help. I felt if there ever was a time when 
I should exercise faith in God, now was the 
time. I went out of the camp, and got down 
before the Lord and besought him for de
Uverance. WhUe I was on my knees, plead
ing for God to help us, I was directed to go 
up a stream that ran near ns, and I should 
find bread. I then arose and started, feel
ing confident that my prayer was answered 
and that -we should find help.' It was then 
nearly dark, and I •went on untU the last 
vestige of twUight had disappeared. It 
was quite dark, but I pressed fom-ard.— 
Suddenly, as I went around a bend of the 
creek, I came upon a party of about forty 
men. The first man I met was a coUege 
class-mate of mine. They were a party of 
miners who were out prospecting, and had 
become bewildered and lost. They had 
wandered about, supposing they were ou 
the other side of the Nevada Mountains. 
They were weU supplied -with provisions, 
and were about to throw away sacks of 
flour and other articles, of which we stood 
in need. They suppUed our wants, and we 
famished them with some boots aud shoes, 
which they greatly needed, and gave them 
such information as to their whereabouts 
and such directions as enabled them to 
reach the place they desired. W e were 
made a blessing to one another and went 
on our way rejoicing. I believe Qod sent ns 
this help just as truly as if he had rained 
us down bread from heaven." 

God does answer prayer. If you are his 
chUd, you may go to him in ciimfidence for 
temporal as weU &B for spiritual mercies.— 
Has not our Lord taught ns to pray, "Give 
us this day our daUy bread -?" ; ^ ' 

" •; THE "WORKS OF QOD. 

T H E On, W B U . S may be jiistlr reckoned 
among tbe natural wonderraif the day.— 
W e have seen those who could adopt the 
language of Job and say, Uterally, "The 
rock poured me out rivers of oU." <f̂  ' 

About fifty miles south of tbe city of Erie, 
in the state of Pennsylvania, are a number 

•*. 
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of wells from which oU flows as water does 
from an ordinary spring. In company witb 
Miss Anderson, of Scotland, we recently paid 
them a visit. They are situated in a narrow 
vaUey between two high ranges of hills, on 
both sides of OU Creek, a good sized stream, 
which flnws into the AUegany river, a tribu
tary to the Mississippi. They extend up 
and down the creek a distance of about six
teen miles. There are about two hundred 
weUs from which oU has been or is obtained. 
They are from five hundred to sis hundred 
feet deep. A stout heavy piece of iron tub
ing, about sis or eight inches in diameter, 
is driven through the soil, down to tbe rocks. 
The earth is taken out of the orifice, a frame 
work, caUed a derrick, about thirty feet high, 
is erected over i t ; a small steam engine is 
put into proper position ; the necessary ma
chinery put in place, and the boring of the 
rock commences. This is done with a flat, 
sliarp, heavy driU suspended to a strong 
rope, which is attached to one end of a work
ing beam, which is moved Uke a pump, up 
and down, by the engine. A man has hold 
of the rope and keeps turning it, to make 
the, hole round. The rock thus cut into 
poi^er, is taken out by a sand pump of 
simple construction, which is let down in 
place of the driU, as often as occasion de
mands. In this way they bore from four to 
ten or twelve feet a day, according to the 
hardness of the rock throgh which they 
pass. The rock is sandstone of twoor three 

varieties. 
JjVTien the oU is reached, an iron tul)e, 

i S i the ordinary gas pipe, with an orifice 
of from one inch and a half, to three inches 
in diameter is inserted. In some cases, 
when they are successful, the oil, mingled 
•with gas and water, is thrown up in a stream 
as large as the pipe wUl allow, and with a 
violence equal to tliat witb wliich water is 
thro^wri from a fire engine. We saw a weU 
from which, .as we were assured by reUable 
parties Who "witnessed it, a stream of oU, 

' three inches in diameter, was thrown into 
the air to a height of seventy-five feet above 
the ground! To form an idea of the im-
m e i ^ force requfred to effect this, you must 
bear in mind that the oU was projected to a 
height of five hundred and seventy-five feet 
before it reached the surfece of the ground! 

The force with which these flowing weUs,' 
eject the oU gradually almtes, and a f t e j ^ 
whUe many have ceased to flow. One of 
the proprietors assured us that a single 
weU had yielded them, afready, over 70,000 
barrels of oil, a a i it is stiU flowing. Some 
after they cease to flow, are worked with 
pumps, but as yet they prefer to try new 
wells to being at the expense of pumping. 

Many of the weUs prove faUures, from the 
beginning; and whUe some men make for
tunes, others lose large amounts. 

The oU has been sold at tbe weUs, in a 
crude state, as low as twenty.five cents a 
barrel, of forty gaHons. It is now rising, 
and brings one doUar or more. Its abun
dance may be seen from the fact that thongh 
wood is plenty, and can be had for the cost 
of cutting and dra-wing, a distance of a mUe 
or so, land coal is found on tbe top of the 
mountain, two or three nules away, yet some 
use oU for fuel to propel their engines. 

There are numerous refineries in aU parts 
of the country, where the oU is refined, and 
thus fitted for burning. It takes about two 
barrels of the crude oU to make one of the 
refined. Wheu refined, it makes one of the 
cheapest and best Uluminating substances 
kno-wn. 

As it comes from the weUs mingled with 
gas, this oU is highly inflammable. Two di£-
astrous fires have occurred at the weUs. In 
the first one the fire spread so rapidly that 
escape was impossible, and jjtwenty^ight 
Uves were destroyed. The One which oc
curred a short time since destroyed a large 
amount of property, but no lives were lost. 
About twenty-five acres were bumed over. 
Tbe tanks of oil burst, and tbe oU and gas 
spread everywhere and burnt witb great 
fury. Large green trees were wrapped in 
flames to thefr tops. The creek, about six 
rods wide at the place, was one sheet of 
fiame from bank to bank. The oU, as it 
spouted from the weUs, immediately took 
fire, and the earth seemed to send up jets of 
lurid flame. The scene, as described to ns, 
was one "of terrible grandeur. We saw 
large rocks lying in the creek that were 
broken in pieces by the fierceness of the 
heat. The sight must have been awfoUy 
grand—a fiiint pictnre of the fires of .the 
last day. 
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This oU and gas are essentiaUy the same 
ae those manufactured from coal. The 
probabUity is, that there, are large beds of 
coal down, so deep in the earth that the in
ternal flres actuig upon the coal disengages 
the oU and gas; these from their light, spe
cific gravity, and the pressure upon them, 
find thefr way through crevices and seams 
in the rocks in some cases, and in smaU 
quantities, to the surfece, and in larger 
quantities to the chambers iu the rock 
where these weUs penetrate. 

How wonderful are the works of God! 
By processes which He has adjusted in the 
secret laboratories of the ESirth, chemical 
processes are carried on,'which science at 
best can only fidniBfy imitate, aud on a scale 
of magnificent grandeur surpassing almost 
thep ossibiUty of belief. 

THE 'WESTERN CONVENTION 

Of the Free Methodist Church, was held at 
Marengo, DI., commencing the 2nd of Octo
ber. The customary business was transact
ed •with harmony and in the Spirit of Jesus. 
If the influence of the Holy Spirit is needed 
in the prayer-room, it is much more needed 
in the business meetings of the church.— 
Never was church machinery so simple that 
it did not require a great deal of Di-rine unc
tion to avoid disagreeable and wearing fric
tion. It was said by many that there was, 
at this session, the most of^the wearing, ce
menting lov» of Jesus, that they ever wit
nessed at any ministerial gathering. 

• The work generally is iu a prosperous 
condition. Many of the members have gone 
to the war—one preacher formerly belong-

ting to the Convention—R. M. Hooker, late 
Captain in Famsworth's Illinois Cavalry, an 
officer distinguished for his undaunted bra
very, feU in one of the battles before Rich
mond. StUl there was an increase of mem
bership on the whole. One preacher was 
admitted on trial and ten into fuU connec
tion. The session throughout was a seasoi 
of great spiritual interest, and the preachei 
went out newly baptised for their great and 
arduous work. 

DEDICATION. 
The Free Methodist Church at Marengo, 

Illiinoa, was dedicated to the worship of God 

on Saturday, the 4th of October last. The 
sermon was preached by the Editor of the 
Eamest Christian, and the dedication prayer 
was ofiered by the Rev. J. Tra-ris. Tbe 
house was crowded-^the Spirit of God was 
among the people, and the seal of Divine 
approbation was set npon the efforts oiOod's 
chUdren, to pro-ride a place where the Gos
pel could be preached to the poor—a place 
where the seats are free for aU who wish to 
participate in the worship of God. 

The house is buUt of wood, 82 feet by 54 
in size. It is convenient, plain, and neat— 
as comfortable a place of worship as any 
true follower of the meek and lowly Jesus 
could desfre; and yet the entire cost of the 
edifice, including carpets and lamps; was 
only $850,00. No coUection was caUed for; 
the society having provided for nearly all 
that was needed to pay for tbe buUding and 
lot, which is centrally situated, and the 
trustees assuming the balance. 

What a shame it is for reUgious societies 
to squander thefr Lord's money, and embar
rass themselves -with debt, to buUd a house 
of worship which shaU surpass those of 
other Denominations! No more such splen
did pewed houses are needed, aud we de
voutly pray that no more may be buUt.— 
Let us have plain, free churches or none. 

LITERART NOTICES. 
T H E FT.AMTNG SWOKD.—This is the title 

of a new reUgious paper, proposed to be pub
lished by brother John F. Seaman, of Rose, 
N. T. The first niimber Ues before us. It 
is about the size and style that the Golden 
Rule was before it was merged in the Eam
est Christian. It is edited by bro. D. F. New 
ton, our corresponding editor. Of course it 
is out-spoken and uncompromising, for the 
right- • If it meets -with success, it can but 
do good. One must have a good deal of 
faith, or plenty of money, to commence the 

ublication of a religious newspaper at this 
time. Brother Ne-wton wUl do his part well 
and make a paper that deserves to be sus
tained. It is to issued, for the present, semi
monthly, at one doUar per unnnTn but as 
soon as ,the subscription Ust wiU justify a 
change, it wiU be pubUshed weekly. Ad
dress John F. Seaman, Box 4,989, New-Tork 
City Post Office. 



FAMD.Y OIEOLE. 159 

THE FAMILY OIEOLE. 
THE VERSE A DAT STSTEM. 

A verse a day? Tes, Utile folks, and great 
folks, a verse each day, from the sacred book 
—one, two, three. Let no day pass with
oat treasuring up a portion of Heaven's in
spiration. What a fiind in one year, of gold
en gems—pearls, beautifiU, sparkling! more 
precions than rubies, may be treasured by 
this one verse a day system^by committing 
CO memory a few verses daUy. These texts 
of Scripture may be repeatedjand comment
ed upon around the fire-side, or at the table 
spread with the bounties of Heaven. How 
much better, -wiser, more profitable, to be 
treasuring up heavenly wisdom, the word 
of Ufe; gro-wing in grace whUe partaking 
of our daUy repast, than to spend the time 
in idle or commonplace chit-chat! 

"A word in season,- how good it is." "Like 
apples of gold in pictures of sUver." 

" Blessed Bible, how we love it, 
How doth it our bosom cheer! 

•What hath earth Uke this to covet f 
Oh 1 what stores of wealth are here." 

ParentB and teachers, are you s t o ^ g the 
minds of the Uttle ones •with texts of Script
ure, and verses from spiritual hymns ? . 

A single verse fioating in the memory, at 
a critical moment of a cbUd's Ufe may lead 
to its awakening and conversion, or its vic
tory over some great .temptation. Sow the 
good seed then, brother teacher, with dUi
gence and prayer, beUeving that, humble as 
the tadtmay seem, a soul's happiness may 
spring'Wjm your endeavors. 

Â  SECRET WORTH KNO'WING. 

A WORD TO LITTLE POLKS. 
TouNG friends, do you wish to be happy 

—cheerful as a lark, day in and out ? Shall 
we divulge the secret ? It is plain as a, b, c, 
—dear as the stm—fair as the moon. Here 
itis, "Make others happy by doing them 
good—aU the good you possibly can—^and 
you are sure to be happy. A beautiful Uttle 
gfrl, sweet as a lamb, innocent as a dove, 
always on the wing, was asked why she was 
always so joyous, cheerful andhappy. The 
reply was " I love to make others happy." 

Here -was the secret of her happiness. 

This Uttle girl had been early instmcted to 
deny herself, exercise benevolence, to imi
tate Jesus in going about doing good. 

ChUdren -wiU you promise one thing—to 
do something every day to make some one 
or two bappy ? to Ughten somebody's t<jl, 
to cheer some disconsolate fece ? cause some 
widow's heart to sing for joy ? Do thus in 
the name of the Lord, and for his glory, and 
only his glory, and you are sure to be bappy. 
Tour Ught ehaU rise as the dawning sun. 
WiU you try it? 

Live for somethiDg ? be not idle; 
Look about thee for employ; 
Sit not down to useless dreaming; 
Labor is the only joy. 

DON'T TATTip . 

Cliildren, don't talk about each other.-^ 
Don't caD one of your schoolmates ugly, an
other stingy, another cross, behind their 
backs. It is mean. Even if they are ugly, 
stingy, or cross, it does you no good to re
peat it. It makesyou love to tell of feults 
—it makes you uncharitable—your soul 
grows smaller—^your heart loses its gener
ous blood, when you tattle about your 
friends. Tell aU the good you know about 
them, and carry the sins in your own heart 
or else teU them to God, and ask him to par
don them. That wUl be ChristUke. If any
body says to you, "O, that Mary WiUis did 
such a naughty thing!" caU to mind some 
virtue that Mary possesses, and hold it up 
to ber praise. For yonr own sake, leam to 
make this a habit. 

GOOD MANNERS. 

"WiU you have this seat sir! I prefer tio 
stand," said a fine Uttle boy, sitting in a pew, 
when the churcb was crowded, to an old 
gentleman standing in the aisle. 

" Thank you, my little man," said the gen
tleman, smiling very gratefully upon the 
Uttle feUow, "and you shaU sit upon my 
knee, if you please." 

When the service closed, the gentleman 
inquired oftiim his name, and asked him, 
" Why did you give up your good seat V 

" Mother teaches me," said he, " never to 
sit when an older person is standing near 
me." 
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LO'VE ONE ANOTHER. -
As I was walking up one of our pleasant 

avenues on a bright Spring morning, I 
crossed a smaU, retfred street, and was pro
ceeding in my walk, wben I beard sounds 
wMch never strike the ear pleasantly—^the 
voices of chUdren in high dispute. Turn
ing, I stood a moment and looked on the 
scene. The first thing that met my gaze 
was a party of Uttle ones, aU seemingly 
very much disturbed by some recent occur
rence. Drawing nearer, I observed a large 
stone laid on two smaUer ones, and this 
was apparently a table laid for a " tea-par
ty." One coubJ hardly tell, however, wheth
er it -was about being prepared or whether 

• the party h a ^ u s t finished, so great was 
* the disorder. T noticed two Uttle girls in 

particular who seemed very angry. Their 
. faces were covered -with sucb angry scowls 

as ought never to disfigure the feces of chU
dren. One*of these Uttie ones had said 
something that had aroused the temper of 
the Other. She instantly jumped up, her face 
flushed, and her frame quivering with pas
sion, and running arotmd to the other side of 
the table,-was'about to strike tbe speaker, 
when a lovely chUd gUded between them 
and exclaimed in a tone of grieved surprise: 

"'WTiy, Mamie, what would your jjoor 
sick mother say if she were to gee you?" 

The • naughty one immediately slunk 
away to the table, ashamed and abashed, 
and soon quiet and ofder were established 
where lately anger and strife prevaUed.— 
By the efforts of the Uttie lover of love and 
quiet, aU went on smoothly. 

CHARLES AND HIS MOTHER. 

"Charles," one day' asked a devoted 
Christian mother of her little boy, " do you 
want to go to heaven f With much 
thoughtftJ solemnity and modest deUbera-
-tion he answered " No, mother!" She of 
course, was not a Uttie surprised; and after 
assuring herself that she had not misunder
stood him, she asked his reasons. " Wby 
do you not want to go to hea|en?" The 
Uttle fellow, liis breast heaving with emo
tion, and eyes filling with tears, repUed, " I 
have been such a -wicked boy that I am 
afraid to see God!" 

Now,let not the reader infer that this chUd 
waa wicked in the saise of using bad lan
guage, or being quarrelsome, or otherwise 
outwardly feulty ; for the reverse was true. 
AU but bimself Wjjgld bave pronounced him 
a lovely aud exceUent chUd. But his con
science had been enUghtened; he had been 
taught that God's law "is exceedingly 
broad," that great sin may be committed by 
the indulgence of wrong feelings, even when 
not made known to others by words or ac
tions. 

Let aU our readers seriously think of this. 
—Well Spring. 

STEALING FRUITS! 

Little Folks, do you ? Dare you ? Do you ever 
take a pear—an apple, a peach, a plum, -with
out permission ? Stealing is stealing, theft 
is theft, robbery is robbery, in Uttle things 
and great things. A boy or girl tbat wUl 
steal an apple or a i)ear, wUl doubtless, by 
and by, steal other things and greater things. 
Beware, Uttle folks, and great folks: " thoii 
shalt noi steal," saith the Holy One, 'Be sure 
your sin wiU find you out." 

-'^sest and meanest of all sins is theft, 
T t̂&ke thy neigbor's property or aught 
That's his; to practise fhrad upon thyself 
By idleness, or waste, or by deceit." 

THE LITTLE BOT AND HIS FATHER. 

Dear father, drink no more, I pray. 
It makes you look so sad ; 

Come home, and drink no more, I say, 
T'wUl make that home so glad. 

Thus spoke in tendemess the chUd— 
The drunkard's beart was moved; 

He signed tbe pledge, be wept, be sigbesi-
And kissed the boy he lived. 

^ ^ THE LAMBS. 

A gentleman was walking over his farm 
with a friend, exhibiting his crops, herds of 
cattie and flocks-of sheep, with aU of which 
his friend was highly pleased, but with no
thing so much as his splendid sheep. He 
had seen the same breed frequently before, 
but had never seen such noble specimens— 
and with great earnestness he asked how 
he had succeeded in rearing snch flocks. His 
sunple answer was, " I takS care of my 
lambs, sir." Here was aU the secret. Me 
took care of Ms lambs! 

Parent, teacher, do vou take care of the 
lambs? 


