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" BUT," it may be asked, " have we 
not the example of some, who improv
ed every moment for the accomplish
ment of some solid or useful purpose 1 
Was not Mr. Wesley of this class ? 
It must be remembered, however, that 
all are not Wesleys." True: aud yet 
all might be Wesleys in piety: in which 
case, there would be many more Wes
leys in talent and usefulness than there 
now are. 

Again, "some finding, by example, 
that much of their time in company is 
spent in conversation not tending to 
any special good, are ready to conclude 
that it would be better for them alto
gether to avoid society." And so it 
would, if their "social intercourse 
tends to no good." " And some may" 
be subject to an excessive loneliness of 
feeling, or to a, kind of melancholy, 
rendering them at times even a burden 
to themselves. No one will doubt, 
that it is absolutely necessary for such 
to enjoy the cheering influence of com
pany ; and yet, they may feel an utter 
indisposition toward introducing any 
kind of religious discourse." What a 
pity that these lonely melancholies are 
under the necessity of resorting for re
lief to such associations as " tend to no 
good." And how does their ease dif
fer in its nature, or in its effects, from 
the case of those who resort to the 
groggery, the theatre, the cotillion 
chamber, for the same purpose 1 As 
I cannwt admit, however, that the poor 
melancholy individual here described, 
an individual who must resort to mer-

7 

ry company rather than to God, or the 
company of the pious and sober-mind
ed for comfort, and who "feels an utter 
indisposition towards introducing any 
kind of religious discourse," is a Christ
ian at all; it were useless to spend 
time in attempting to reconcile his sit
uation to the Bible standard of Christ
ian experience. We can only say to 
characters of this description," Except 
ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish." 
We may indeed be " exhilarated by the 
cheering influence of company," where 
light and trifling conversation makes 
us "forget (for the time being,) what 
manner of persons we a r e ; " but the 
fatal reaction which must necessarily 
follow such interviews, like the sink
ing of the physical constitution after a 
drunken debauch, will more than bal
ance the excitojnent—obliging us in 
every instance to pay for our pleasure, 
principal and interest, judgment and 
costs. It is not denied that 

" "When sorrow bows the spirits down, 
And virtue lies distressed," 

"the cheering influence of,company," 
in some cases, may relieve our loneli
ness : but then it must be the company 
of the " pure in heart," and the inter
views must be spent,- not in " idle dis
course," but in such conversation as "is 
good to the use of edifying, that it may 
minister grace unto the hearers." If, 
however, company were at all essential 
in such cases to dissipate our gloom, 
then all who are unable to see company 
by reason of sickness, or otherwise, 
must despair of any relief. But, as 
social intercourse,even when conducted 
upon the purest principles, is not the 
source of our comtbrt; so neither is it 
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the only avenue to that source. Nor, 
indeed, is it the chief avenue, as every 
one acquainted with the" closet can tes
tify. God himself is the great source 
of happiness; and all who seek it in 
Him, not by means which have been 
put under the ban of his displeasure, 
bnt through the ever-blessed Gospel 
which He has instituted for this purpose, 
•win find that His sufficiency fully to 
satisfy an immortal mind by this only 
scheme of happiness, leaves them no 
occasion to seek the consolations they 
need in any other source-r-least of all 

^>- in " idle conversation." 
But, " a person, indeed, positively 

, refusing to engage in such conversation 
would appear almost as if under a vow 
•of perpetual silence, and be rendered 
-quite unfit for social intercourse." 
And is the art of engaging in "light 
and trifling 'seonversation," then, the 
•only qualification that can fit us for 
•social intercourse 1 The world may 
think so; and carnal professors, who 
•differ nothing from the world except 
in name, may be of the same opin
ion ; but •will living, spiritually-minded 
Christians take this view of the sub
ject 1 And that too in relation to 
Christian society, in which alone they 
are at liberty familiarly to mingle 1 
If so, I have seriously misunderstood 
both the end and the "benefit of such 
society: for I have long since embrac
ed the sentiment of pur discipline, 
that " such a society is no other than 
a company of men having the form, 

, and seeking the power of godliness, 
united in order to pray together, to 
receive the word of exhortation, and 
to watch over one another in love, 
that they may help each other to work 
out their salvation." If we add to 
the duties we owe our brethren, those 
which are due to the world around 
us, I would beg to know whether 
we shall not be likely to find full em
ploy for all our colloquial capabUi-
ties without "engaging in light and 
trifling conversation 1" And whether 
it does not betray a lamentable ignor
ance of " our holy religion, if not a 
reckless dereliction of its requirements, 

to suppose that, with all its doctrines, 
duties, institutions, promises, hopes and 
consolations, it is nevertheless so bar
ren of conversational topics that " he 
must appear almost as if under a vow 
of perpetual silence " who does not go 
entirely beyond its widest range to sup
ply the deficiency with " idle discourse!" 
Alas! the love of God to man, the re
demption ot our fallen race by Jesus 
Christ, the great moral enterprise of 
evangelizing the world by means of 
Christian effort, and the vast interests 
of eternity, must have lost all their 
value in our estimation, when, as top
ics of social converse, they are to be 
superceded by "common-place topics," 
not to say " idle conversation, without 
any definite object in -view." 

To those who are at a loss how to 
employ their time without " engaging 
in idle discourse," as they mingle in 
society, we would respectfully suggest 
that the wide and extensive scheme of 
Christian duty might well be suppos
ed to exclude from the intercourse of 
social life whatever is frivolous or tri
fling. "Never be unemployed," says 
our discipline, " never be triflingly em
ployed." It is required of us negative
ly, to " cease tp do evil;" i. e. all evil, 
" evil of every kind," whether in thought, 
word,or deed ; and,posiiively,tQ"lea.m 
to do well," both in conversation and 
behavior. Required of us, tha t" wheth
er we eat or drink or whatever we do, 
to do all to the glory of God." " To 
him that knoweth to do good, and doeth 
it not; to him it is sin." And as our 
opportunities for doing good, both by 
word and deed, are quite equal to our 
highest capabilities and means; there
fore no one can " be unemployed," or 
" triflingly employed," as when "engag
ed in light and trifling conversation," 
without contracting guilt. 

I know, in the opinion of some, 
•'light and trifling conv^ersation" is not 
" idle discourse," because, as they main
tain, it is " a necessary relaxation from 
business, and tends to relieve the dul
ness and tediousness of life." But as 
the beneficent Creator, who has stamp
ed the aU-pervading laws of adaptation 
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and harmony upon his works, could 
not have excluded so important an ele
ment from the social system, where, of 
all the various departments of the uni
verse it seems the most appropriate; 
therefore in making relaxation neces
sary to us under the present constitu
tion of things, he could not fail to pro
vide for its indulgence by connecting 
it with some final cause of a pure and 
useful character. Accordingly he has 
ordained and provided that our relaxa
tion shall consist, not in " light and 
trifling conversation,"—an exercise as 
sensualizing to our soul as it is dissipat
ing to the mind—^but in prayer and 
praise, in singing and rejoicing; and in 
such serious, cheerful, heavenly con
versation as " ministereth grace to the 
hearers." Doubtless the effect might 
be very agreeably increased now and 
then by a little of the old-fashioned 
shouting, iailing under the power, and 
dancing even, as " David danced be
fore the ark," or the early Methodists 
at one of our primitive camp-meetings, 
where sinners were converted and be
lievers sanctified by scores and hun
dreds. 

These exercises, so " exhilarating to 
the spirits," so alleviating to our " lone
liness and melancholy," with any others 
there may be of the same nature, are 
all the relaxation, recreation or amuse
ment, the Christian needs : and what 
is still more interesting and delightful, 
they are all the sanctified soul relishes. 
To persons of this description, as I 
have often heard them testify, all vain 
amusement, all " idle discourse," with 
everything in the shape of laughter, 
except it be " a smile kindled at the 
cross," as the sweet-spirited Bishop 
Hamline beautifully expressed it, are 
as loathsome to them as death. The 
apostle James says, " Is any afilicted 
among you, let him pray;" not " trifle," 
as if merry-making would bring relief: 
" Is any merry, let him sing psalms ; " 
as it is this, and not hilarity, or any 
carnal demonstration of delighted feel
ing, that becomes an appropriate means 
of expressing their pious joy. 

It is aaid again, that " we must con

form to the prevailing custom of en-
g^ing in light and trifling conversa
tion, or we shall render ourselves unfit 
for social intercourse, and lose the 
friendship of society." I cannot admit, 
however, that the friendship of Christ
ian society is not otherwise to be en
joyed than by " engaging in light and 
trifling conversation:" and as for " the 
friendship of the world," we don't want 
it—we must not cultivate it—" it is en
mity against God. Whosoever, there
fore, will be a friend of the world, is 
the enemy of God!" And, are we 
prepared to purchase the " friendship 
of society " at so dear a rate 1 The 
friendship of God is worth infinitely 
more to me than the friendship of so
ciety, however agreeable it may be ; 
and especially where it can only be 
" enjoyed " by " engaging in light and 
trifling conversation." And, if I am 
singular in this ; still I shall endeavor, 
by the grace of God, to hold on my 
way, 

1 would by no means be understood, 
that we are to have no intercourse 
with the world; " for then," as the 
apostle says, " we must needs go out 
of the world;" but that our inter
course with it must be limited to mat
ters of business, benevolence and the 
like, to the exclusion of ail that is evil, 
or even "idle." "Evil communica
tions corrupt good manners ; " and we 
can only mingle in promiscuous com
pany as a matter of mere sociability, 
al the expense of the " firiendship of 
God! " 

But here I would ask all who think 
they have any time to waste upon " idle 
discourse "—all who think they have 
one single " talent," whether conversa
tional or otherwise, to " bury in the 
earth,"—I would ask them whether 
they cannot find enough to do, either 
for their ô wn benefit or the benefit of 
others, to occupy every moment of 
their time, without " engaging in idle 
conversation ? " Whether they cannot 
imitate Mr. Wesley in this respect, 
who never trifled ? Or Mr. Fletcher, 
of whom Mr. IjVesley says, tbat during 
the 'whole pourse Qt his acquaintance 
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"With him, which continued for more 
than twenty years, he never heard him 
speak an iniproper word 1 And there 
was Mrs. Fletcher, whose works of 
piety and benevolence left her not a 
moment either for an idle word or an 
'idle thought. 

But, " we know not what to do, nor 
where to b^in ." And a Christian too ? 
What a pity. Why, " I f any man 
lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who 
giveth liberally and upbraideth not, 
and it shall be given him." The path 
of duty is made so plain^that "the 
way-faring man, though a fool, need 
not 6rr therein." " Don't know what 
to do, nor where to begin," eh! and so 
must spend your time in " idle conver
sation." Oh! these Chriatian (1) triflers 
—these lovers of holy (?) fun—if their 
levity were ever so harmless, yet, it 
is not enough that "they do no harm: " 
they are required " to do good,"—all 
the good in their power. And to him 
that " knoweth to do good," or has the 
means of knowing, which is the same 
thing, " and doeth it not, to him it is 
sin." Poor triflers: they'll need all 
their time to prepare for death. The 
period may be much nearer than they 
imagine. Their eternal destiny may 
depend on the passing moment! And 
yet they trifle ! O, that they would 
set themselves at once, ^nd in earnest, 
to secure the attainment of holiness— 
the attainment of perfect holiness—as 
commanded in the Word of God; and 
then would they " know what to do, 

,and where to begin." It would then 
be plain to them that the great work 
they have upon their hands—the work 
of saving themselves, and the perish-
ng multitudes around them—leaves 

them neither time nor opportunity for 
so much as one word of " idle discourse." 
And feeling there's— 

" No time for mirth or trifling here. 
For worldly hope or worldly fear. 
If life 80 aoon muat end "— 

" They'd soom to aeek our golden toya; 
But apend the day, and share the night, 

In numbering o'er the richer joya, 
That heaven prepares for their delight." 

ABIDE WITH ME. 
BY RKV. F . LYTE. 

" J e s u s answered and said unto him^ 
if a man love me, he will keep m y 
w o rd s ; and m y Fa ther will love him, 
and we will eome unto him and make-
our abode with him." John xiv. 2 3 . 

Abide •with me! Faat falls the eventide; 
The darkness thickena; Lordl with me abide,. 
•When other helpers faU., and comforts flee. 
Help of the helpleas, 0^ abide with me 1 

Swift to its close, ebba out life'a little day, 
Earth'a joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 
Change and decay in all around I see; 
0, Thou who changest not, abide with met 

Not a brief glance I beg, ff paasing word; 
But as thou dwellest with thy (tooiples. 

Lord— 
Panailiar, condescending, patient^ free. 
Come not to sojourn, but abide •with me f 

Come not in terrors aa the Kuig of Kings, 
But kind and good, with healing on thy 

wings; 
Tears for all woes, a heart for every plea; 
Come Friend of sinners, thus abide •with mei 

Thou on my head in early youth didst smile' 
And tho' rebellious and perverse meanwhile. 
Thou haat not left me, oft as I left thee; 
On to the cloae, 0 Lord I abide with me I 

I need thy presence every passing hour— 
"What but thy grace can foil the tempter's 

power ? 
"Who like thyself my guide and atay can be? 
Through cloud and aunahine, 0, abide with 

me! 

I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bleas; 
His have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 
"Whei:e is death's sting ? where, grave, thy 

victory ? 
I triumph still, if thou abide with me. 

Reveal thyself before my closmg eyes 
Shine tbroagh the gloom and point me to the 

akies. 
Heaven's morning breaks, and earth'a vain 

ahadows flee; 
In life, in death, 0 Lord I abide with mel 



JOKN HATME. 105 

J O H N H A I M E . 

BY RKV. W. COOLEY. 

M R . HAIME •wrote his experience for 
Mr. Wesley to publish, and gives an 
account of his sore trials with wicked 
officers, and various foes, as well as of his 
great triumphs in Jesus. We quote 
firom him. He says, " From camp we 
removed to our winter quarters at 
Bruges. Here we had a lively Society; 
but our preaching-room was far too 
small to contain the congregation. 
There was a very spacious place ap
pointed for the public worship of our 
army, commonly called the English 
Church. General Sinclair was now 
our commanding officer. I went to 
his house, and begged leave to speak 
to him. He told me, if I had busi
ness with.him, I should have sent my 
Captain, and not come to him my
self. I told him I had the liberty of 
speaking to the Duke of Cumberland. 
He then asked me what I wanted? I 
said. Please your honor, I come to beg 
a great favor; that I may have the 
use of the English Church to pray in, 
and exhort my comrades to flee the 
•wrath to come. He was very angry, 
and told me I should not preach, or 
pray any where but in the barracks. 
He asked, "But how came you to 
preach?" I said, "The Spirit of God 
constrains me to call my fellow sin
ners to repentance." He said, "Then 
you must restrain that Spirit." I told 
him, " I would die first." He said. 
You are in my hands," and turned 
away in great rage. 

I cried to the Lord for more faith, 
that I might never deny Him, what
soever I was called to suffer; but 
might own Him before men and devils: 
and very soon after, God removed 
this hindrance out of the way: General 
Sinclair was removed from Bruges, 
and General Ponsonby took his place. 
I went to his house, and was without 
difficulty admitted to his presence. 
Upon his asking what I wanted, I said, 
1 come to beg your honor will grant 
aa the use of the English Church that 

we may meet together and worship 
God. He asked ; "What religion are 
you of ? " I answered, "of the Church 
of England." Then said he, "You 
shall have it." I went to the Clerk 
for the keys; but he said, "The Chap
lains forbade it, and I should not have 
them." The General then gave me an 
order under his hand, so they were 
delivered. I fixed up advertisements 
in several parts of the town, "Preach
ing every day at two o'clock, in the 
English Church." And we had every 
day a numerous congregation, both of 
soldier's and towns-folks. 

We had some good singers among 
us, and one in particular, who was a 
master of music. It pleased God to 
make this, one great means of drawing 
many to hear his word. One Sabbath 
the Clerk gave out a Psalm. It was 
sung in hymn tune: and sung so well, 
that the officers and their wives 
were quite delighted with it. The 
Society then agreed, to go all together 
to Church every Sabbath. On the 
next Sabbath we began. And when 
the Clerk gave out the first line of 
the Psalm, one of us set the tune, and 
the next followed him. Such a com
pany of Christian soldiers singing to
gether, with the Spirit and the under
standing also, gave such life to the 
ordinance, that none but the most 
vicious and abandoned could remain 
entirely unaffected. 

The Spring following, we took the 
field again: and on May 11th, 1745, 
we had a full trial of our faith at Fon-
tenoy. Some days before,H)ne of our 
brethren standing at his tent-door, 
broke out into raptures of joy, know
ing his departure was at hand; and 
when he went into battle declared, " I 
am going to rest in the bosom of 
Jesus." Indeed this day God was 
pleased to prove our little flock, and 
to show them His mighty power. 
They showed such courage and bold
ness in the fight, as made the officers 
as well as soldiers amazed. When 
wounded some cried out, " I am going 
to my Beloved," Others, "Come Lord 
Jesus, come quickly. And many that 
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were not wounded earnestly desired to 
be dissolved, and to be with Christ. 
When W. Clements had his arm broke 
by a musket-ball, they would have 
carried him out of the battle. But he 
said " No: 1 have an arm left to hold 
my sword : I will not go yet." When 
a second shot broke his other arm, he 
said, " I am as happy as I can be out 
of Paradise." John Evans having both 
legs taken off by a cannon-ball, was 
laid across a cannon to die ; where, as 
long as he could speak, he was prais
ing God and blessing Him with joyful 
lips. 

For my own part, I stood the hot
test fire of the enemy for above seven 
hours. But I told my comrades, the 
French have no ball made that will 
kill me this day. After about seven 
hours, a' cannon-ball killed my horse 
imder me. An officer cried out 
aloud, "Haime, where is your God 
now ?" I answered. Sir, he is here 
•with me; and he will bring me out of 
this battle. Presently a cannon-ball 
took off his head. My horse fell upon 
me, and some cried out, " Haime is 
gone." But I replied, he is not gone 
yet. I soon disengaged myself, and 
walked on, praising God. I was ex
posed both to the enemy and to our 
own horse; but that did not discour
age me at all; for I knew the God of 
Jacob was with me. I had a long way 
to go through all our horse, the balls 
flying on every side. And all the way 
multitudes lay bleeding, groaning, dy
ing, or just dead. Surely I was in the 
fiery furnace; but it did not singe a 
hair of my head. The hotter the bat
tle grew, the more strength was given 
me. I was as full of joy as I could 
contain. As I was quitting the field, 
I met one of our brethren, with a little 
dishin his hand, seeking water. I did not 
know him at first, being covered with 
blood. He smiled,and said, "Brother 
Haime I have got a sore wound." I 
asked, "Have you got Christ in your 
heart ?" " He said, " I have, and have 
had Him all the day." I have seen 
many good and glorious days, with 
much of the power of God. But I 

never saw more of it than on this day. 
Glory be io God for all his mercies. 
Among the dead there was great 
plenty of watches, and of gold, and of 
silver. One asked me, will uot you 
get something? I answered. No, I 
have got Christ, I will have uo plun
der. 

He relates some instructive inci
dents. The following case shows what 
a power the devil has to blind and mis
lead, and deceive souls with mere 
formalism, in the room of vital re
ligion. "At one time I was quartered 
at Meerkirk in Holland, at a young 
woman's whose father and mother were 
lately dead. She had many cattle, 
some of which died daily -with the 
distemper; but she never murmured. 
I never before met with a woman, that 
was so ready in the Scriptures ; I could 
not mention any text, but she would 
readily tell the meaning of it. So it 
was no wonder, she was thought by 
others, as well as by herself, to be a 
prime Christian. I was almost of the 
same mind at first; but when I had 
narrowly observed her, I was thor
oughly convinced she was deceived, and 
judged it my duty, to undeceive her. 
I told her you are not born of God, you 
have no living faith. She heard 
me with much composure of mind; 
but she did not believe me. I con-. 
tinned for three weeks pressing it upon 
her, at all opportunities. And one 
evening the Lord made a few words, 
which I spoke, sharper than a two-
edged sword. Conviction so fastened 
upon her heart, that she was soon ob
liged to take her bed. She lay,about 
seven days in deep distress. She had 
then a comfortable hope: and this 
strengthened her body for a few days. 
But her convictions returned so heavy, 
that she was obliged to take her bed 
again, in great agony of mind. The 
towns-people were alarmed and ran 
in crowds to enquire what was the 
matter. What could distress her, who 
had enough of this world's wealth, and 
was so good a woman. " But they 
gave her no satisfaction. As soon as 
they were gone, she immediately called 
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out. Oh John! I shall go to hell: the 
devil wiU carry me away." I said, 
no ! you shall not go to heU! The 
Lord died for poor sinners. She lay 
in this distress about ten days, and 
was brought to the gates of death. 
But the Good Samaritan then passed 
by, poured wine and oil into her 
wounds, and healed both soul and body: 
so that she broke out, " Jehovah is my 
strength and song. He is my salvation." 
" Come all ye thai fear the Lord, and I 
will tell you what he hath done for my 
soul." I now thought it would be a 
blessing both to herself and her neigh
bors, if she would pray with them. 
She agreed to do so. I commonly 
prayed first and she afterward. Some
times she prayed half an hour together; 
and often with such demonstration of 
Spirit, as well as understanding, that 
the whole house seemed full of the 
presence of ihe Lord. At other times 
she wept like a child, and said. Lord 
what is this that thou hast done? 
Thou hast sent a man from another 
nation, as an instrument of saving irie 
fi-om ruin. I was rich before, and in
creased in goods, and knew not that 
I was blind and naked. Many of her 
firiends and neighbors were concerned 
for her: but not so much as she was 
concerned for them, as well knowing 
they were sinking in the error of their 
life. This she declared to them with
out reserve ; and the publishing of this 
strange doctrine, spread our names far 
and near, not only through the town, 
but thro ugh the adj acent country. This 
brought many from distant towns to 
see her, who usually returned blessing 
God for the consolation. Some came 
upwards of twenty miles in a morning. 
After breakfast I used to pray first, and 
she went on. Many of her visitants 
were much affected and wept bitterly, 
and the impression did not soon wear 
off. By this means we became much 
acquainted with many of the Christ
ians in Holland. 

To EUVE respect of person is not 
good: for, for a piece of bread that man 
will transgress. 

F A I T H I N G O D , 

BY B. T. ROBERTS. 

FAITH in God is an essential element 
of the Christian character. Whatever 
else a man may have, if he have not 
faith he cannot be a Christian. On this 
point the Scriptures are e.^plicit. "H e 
that believeth not is condemned al
ready." Without faith it is impossible 
to please God." " He rfiat believeth 
not shall be damned." "The unbeliev
ing shall have their part in the lake 
that burneth with fire and brimstone." 
These, and similar passages, show that 
faith is indispensable to our salvation. 
The want of it is not merely a misfor
tune that subjects us to occasional 
inconvenience; it is a sin, that will ex
clude us from Heaven. 

It is utterly impossible to over-esti
mate the importance of faith. The 
advantages it secures can scarcely be 
enumerated. In answer to its calls the 
door of mercy is opened, and the peni
tent soul receives the assurance of par
don. Through its exercise, the conse
crated believer, struggling with inbred 
sin, obtains deliverance—he is washed, 
is cleansed from all unrighteousness, is 
made pure, and is filled with all the 
fulness of God. 

1. Faith secures for us all necessary 
light. 

Many complain of darkness. They 
spend much of their time in doubt as 
to their duties^nd the best method of 
performing them. The result is, a life 
characterized chiefly by irresolution 
and indecision. The fortifications that 
are erected to-day against the encroach
ments of the world are abandoned to
morrow ; and the strength is w-asted, 
and the energies dissipated, in falling at 
a single bound, or sliding gradually, 
from the eminences of piety up which 
we climbed with infinite effort, and 
then struggling to regain our position. 
No one should live in this way. There 
is no necessity for stumbling on in 
darkness. God is light, and in Him is 
no darkness at all. Faith is to the 
soul, what windows are to a house. It 
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is not light, but it is the avenue through 
which the light shines. Many are sit
ting in darkness, with the blinds closed, 
and the curtains drawn, and pleading 
for light, when the purest light that 
ever came from Heaven is knocking at 
their door and seeking admittance. 
Faith in God will bring us always, 
even in the darkest hour, the best di
rection the circumstances admit of. 
" If any man lack wisdom, let him ask 
of God, who giveth to all men liberal
ly and upbraideth not, and it shall be 
given him." Wisdom is the best means 
of accomplishing the best end. It can
not be gained by study or experience. 
I t is the gift of God. He bestows it 
upon all who seek it in humble 
faith. 

2. Faith in God supplies the place of 
material resources. 

He who has plenty of money depos
ited in a bank near at home, subject to 
his call, does not want, ordinarily, large 
sums about his person. He prefers to 
draw it as he wishes to use it. It is gen
erally conceded that spiritual blessings 
come from God. Whether admitted 
or not, it is equally true that the same 
Divine Hand supplies temporal mer
cies of every kind,—health and wealth, 
fi-iends and home, food and raiment. 
" Every good and every perfect gift is 
from above, and cotaeth from the 
Father of lights." " The gold and the 
silver are the Lord's, and the cattle up
on a thousand hUls." The obedient 
child of God can come to him by faith 
and ask and recieve every blessing that 

« Ae needs for soul or body. He does 
not want a large stock on hand, for his 
Father can give him, day by day, his 
daily bread. No one thinks of bottling 
up the sunbeams for future use, he 
takes them every moment as they come 
streaming do-wn. So with our mercies, 
faith brings them as they are wanted.. 

Some men are rich in lands, or mer
chandise, or money. The Bible men
tions a class whose wealth is of an 
entirely different kind. No thief can 
steal it, nor fire burn it, nor flood de
stroy it. They are RICH nr FAITH. 
Though the poor of this world, God 

hath chosen ihem io be heirs of ihe 
kingdom which he hath promised io 
ihem that love him. The heir to an 
earthly crown, though he may have 
nothing in possession, yet has every
thing abundantly supplied him which 
is essential to fit him for the position 
which he is to occupy. So these 
heavenly heirs, rich in faith, have on
ly to ask their Father for anything 
they need, and he will abundantly satis
fy them with the fatness of his house, 
and make them drink of the river of 
his pleasures.* As they go on their 
way rejoicing, he bids them come again, 
and tells them. Hitherto ye have asked 
nothing, ask and receive ihat your joy 
may be full. For men who cannot, 
when doing their whole duty, trust in 
God for food and raiment, to talk about 
having faith" in him, is nonsense. Has 
not God emphatically declared that NO 
GOOD THING WILn H E •WITHHOLD FROM 
THEM THAT WALK UPRIGHTLY ? C a n 
any man who relies upon this, join an 
association of ungodly men, to provide 
against possible want ? 

3. Faith in God insures protection 
in dangers 

The apostle in describing the Christ
ian's armor says, " Above all take the 
shield of faith with which ye shall be 
able to quench ALL ihe fiery darts of the 
wicked." Fiery darts are the most 
dangerous. That must be a reliable 
shield which will render harmless all 
these missiles of destruction, no mat
ter with what skill or power they may 
be hurled. The shield of faith does 
this. By "the shield pf faith" is 
meant, we think, not faith itself, but 
the shield which faith procures for us. 
In the 84th Psalm it is said, " The 
Lord God is a sun and a shield." 
Faith flies at once to HIM, and with 
God between us and any danger we 
are safe. This fact led the apostle to 
exclaim, " Who shall harm you, if ye 
be followers of that which is good ? 
Thus protected, the child of God is 
safe under all circumstances. Whit
field used to say to his friends, alarmed 

* Ps. n r r i . 8. 



FAITH I N GOD. 109 

at the plots against his life, " I am im
mortal till my work is done." 

4. Faith in God brings spiritual 
power. 

The wonderful power which many of 
the Old Testament saints possessed, 
was not the result of any natural en
dowments ; nor was it bestowed upon 
them arbitrarily. In the eleventh 
chapter of Hebrews we are told that 
it was THROUGH FAITH that, they " sub
dued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, 
pbtained promises, stopped the mouths 
of lions, quenched the violence of fire, 
escaped the edge of the sword, out of 
weakness were made strong, waxed 
valiant in fight, turned to flight the ar
mies of the aliens." Under the new dis
pensation we are taught that all things 
are possible io him that believeth. The 
same sentiment is expressed, with a 
variety of phraseology, in many pas
sages in the gospels and epistles. It 
was faith in God that gave Carvosso 
such power that he would often, after 
a few minutes conversation with the 
ungodly, bring them upon their knees, 
crying out to God for mercy. It was 
faith in God that made the ministry of 
the illiterate Benjamin Abbott so ef
fective that men who came to his meet
ings full of prejudice and opposition, 
would, after hearing him a short time, 
fall like dead men, and when they 
rose, profess to be renewed in the 
image of God, and ever after exem
plify by a holy life the genuineness of 
the spiritual change thus suddenly 
•wrought upon them. The popularity 
of ministers may depend upon their 
talents and social qualities, but their 
real power to bring men to the cross 
depends upon their faith. Oratory 
may please the ear, and learning may 
flatter pride, but faith brings a power 
that humbles sinners in the dust, and 
forces conviction to their guilty con
sciences. Faith in God sends the sling-
stone—the simple narration of religious 
experience—^home t o t h e heart of the 
giants in sin,whom the champions of the 
cross have in vain assailed with their 
glittering swords. It is not the shaft 
that moves the ponderous machinery. 

yet it would not go without a connection 
with the real power that sets the whole 
in motion. All power belongs to God; 
and faith is the medium that unites 
helpless man with omnipotence. Eve
ry thing that man needs to accomplish 
can be effected if there is no deficiency 
in faith. 

5. Why do we noi see ihe appropri
ate results of faith. ? 

Scarcely any topic in the whole 
range of theology is more talked about, 
and written about, than faith. Yet 
there is, among even intelligent Christ
ians, a great deal of misapprehension 
respecting it. A profession of faith is 
common : but the number of those 
who have real, scriptural faith in God, 
is very small. Wherever it is found, 
it will be manifested by its fruits. The 
underground rivulet indicates its exist
ence, in the time of drouth, by the lux
uriant vegetation that marks its pati, 

-A cold, dry orthodoxy that accomplish
es nothing, is worth nothing, though it 
may be denominated faith. Many mis
take fearfully in regard to their posses
sing this inestimable Christian grace. 

(1.) Faith in God does noi ask for 
an indorser io a promise of ihe Almighty. 

A careful examination would show 
that what often passes for faith in God, 
is only faith in man. If I, a poor man, 
take my note to a bank to get money 
upon it, I am refused. A wealthy man 
signs it, and they at once give me all 
the money it calls for. Their confi
dence is not in me, but in my indorser. 
So, you take to many professing Christ
ians a plain promise of the Almighty, 
and they will not receive it. Let their 
minister, or their church indorse it, and 
they hesitate no longer. How plainly 
does God say, / will sprinkle you with 
clean water and ye SHALL BE CLEAN! 
How few are ready to take this, and 
similar promises on the authority of 
God! But let the doctrine of holiness 
become popular, let it be embraced by 
a few leading ministers and wealthy 
members, and all distrust appears to 
be gone, and loud professions are made 
of confidence in God, but there is real
ly no more confidence than before. 

.> 
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Many take the Divine promises as 
they do bank bills, simply because 
they find them in circulation. Let 
one be thrown out by the church to 
which they belong and they will not 
touch it, though it bears unmistakeably, 
the unforged signature of God, the 
Great Jehovah. So far from this be
ing such a faith as secures large bles
sings, it is instead the putting of our 
trust in man, upon which the Lord has 
pronoimced a curse. 

(2.) Faith in God does not look at 
circumstAnces. » 

It is uot a careful calculation of 
chances; but is based upon the ascer
tained will of God. When it has clear
ly "obtained promises" from the Lord, 
it falters not, though every thing may 
seem to be against their fulfilment. 
Elijah ceased to pray where many be
gin. He threw himself upon the 
ground in an agony of prayer, when 
every thing betokened a continuance 
of the terrible drouth that had so 
long desolated the land; and pressed 
his suit until there was a sound of an 
abundance of rain; and then made 
preparations for its coming. But ma
ny who see the need of a rain of right
eousness are all discouraged, and never 
think of offering prevailing prayer un
til some noted revivalist commences 
efforts which promise success, and then 
they are all e.xpectations, and talk 
about their having faith for a revival. 
Let the interest flag, and their " faith" 
goes down accordingly. Such faith 
stands in "the wisdom of man" and 
not " in the power of God." It is not 
faith at all; and does not contribute 
one iota to the prosperity of the work 
of God. Faith in circumstances fluct
uates as they vary ; but faith in God 
is unwavering. It rests not in favor
able circumstances, but in the immut
able God. He that wavereth is driven 
about by passing events like waves be
fore the wind. " Let not that man," 
says Holy Writ, "think he shall re
ceive anything, of the Lord." 

6. F a M S ^ God has iis conditions. 
It is not the result of our own voli--

HQDS. We cannot believe, by simply 

saying, though in sincerity, " I w'lll be
lieve." Faith will not spring up, any 
more than corn will, at our bidding. 
The ground must be prepared and the 
seed sown before the fruit can be gath
ered. "How can you believe," said our 
Saviour to auditors of a certain des
cription; showing plainly that faith has 
its conditions. Some of the most im
portant of these are :— 

1. REPENTANCE. Repent ye, and be
lieve ihe Gospel, is the standing order 
of obtaining salvation. But there is 
scarcely anything that men will not do 
sooner than repent. Yet, when re
pentance is called for, nothing else will 
answer. Many profess to believe, 
when they have never made confession 
or restitution to those that they have 
wronged. While this is the case it is 
as impossible to believe as it is to 
create a world. Such faith is down
right presumption. If duties have been 
neglected, if wrong actions have been 
performed, or wrong words uttered, if 
the first love has been lost, faith can 
never be exercised until repentance to
wards God has laid its foundation. 

(2.) ENTIRE CONSECRATION. Hewho 
would trust fully in God must feel as
sured tbat he is wholly given to Him. 
Any misgiving on this point will in
duce hesitation and doubt. A clerk, 
knowing that he deserves and enjoys 
the confidence of his employers, calls 
upon him for such sums as the interests 
of the business require, if so directed, 
without hesitation. So he who is in
wardly conscious that, without any re
serve he is entirely devoted to God,hav
ing no selfish ends to promote, can call 
upon Him for all the help that he needs, 
in entire confidence that his prayer wiU 
be heard. Our Saviour instructs us 
that faith is impossible, so long as 
there is the slightest reservation in 
any respect. How can ye believe, which 
receive honor one of another, and seek 
not the honor that cometh from God 
only ? * This shows that faith is im
possible, not only when we seek honor 
from the world, as is done in the too 

• J a a V. 44 
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common rivalry among churches as to 
which shall have the finest edifice, or 
tallest steeple, best trained choir, or 
most eloquent minister : But it shows 
that, if we would have faith in God, we 
must be so dead to the opinions of 
even our brethren, that we will not 
RECEIVE honor one of another, even 
though it may be proffered. We call 
particular attention to this passage, not 
only because i t i s important,'but be
cause it is often misquoted. It is of
ten quoted" as if it only forbade us to 
geek honor from the world ; whereas, 
it prohibits us from RECEIVING honor 
which comes without seeking. If our 
good opinion of others is measured by 
the degree of personal attention they 
pay us: if we derive e^vident satisfac
tion from their commendations, we 
"receive honor one of another," and 
feith in God is rendered impossible. 

No wonder that ministers who preach 
to please their hearers, have no revi
vals. No wonder that they require a 
salary, not only sufficient to meet pre
sent wjants, but to provide against 
future contingencies ; no wonder they 
join secret societies, for it is impossible 
for them, while courting popularity, to 
trust in God. 

We see then, why there are visible 
so few of the results that the scriptures 
ascribe to faith. Much that passes for 
faith is downright presumption. The 
counterfeit is plenty ; the genuine 
scarce. Well might Jesus ask, 
" When the Son of man cometh wUI 
he find faith upon the earth ? " How 
is it with you beloved ? Do you real
ly trust the Lord with all your heart ? 
Do not dismiss the question with say
ing, " of course I Ao, for I have nothing 
else to trust in." It does not follow. 
It is an attainment rare, even among 
those who profess to know God, to be 
able to trust in Him alone, with unwav
ering confidence and affection. If you 
would reach this blissful state, you 
must cut entirely loose from the world. 
You cannot have the praise of man 
and the praise of God at the same 
time. You must make the choice, and 
see that you make choice of Him 

whose favor is life and •whose loving 
kindness is more than life. 

PRUDENCE.—A minister of God 
should act with great caution : every 
man, properly speaking, i? placed be
tween the secret judgment of God and 
the public censure of men. He should 
do nothing rashly, that he may not 
justly incur the censure of men: and 
he should do nothing but in the loving 
fear of God, that he may not incur the 
censure of his Maker. The man who 
scarcely ever allows himself to be wrong 
is one of whom it may be safely said, 
" He is seldom right." It is possible 
for a man to mistake his own will for 
the will of God, and his own obstinacy 
for inflexible adherence to his duty. 
With such persons it is dangerous to 
have any commerce. Reader, pray to 
God to save thee from an inflated and 
self-sufficient mind. 

Zeal for God's truth is essentially 
necessary for every minister ; and 
prudence is not less so. They should 
be wisely tempered together, but this 
is not always the case. Zeal without 
prudence is like a flambeau in the hands 
of a blind man ; it may enlighten and 
warm, but it may also destroy the spir
itual building. Human prudence should 
be avoided as well as intemperate zeal; 
this kind of prudence consists in a 
man's being cireful not to bring him
self into, trouble, and not to hazard 
his reputation, credit, interest or for
tune in the performance of his duty. 
Evangelical wisdom consists in our 
suffering and losing all things rather 
than be wanting in the discharge of 
our obligations.—ADAM CLARKE. 

Most men are so taken up with 
their worldly affairs, and are so busy 
iu prc)viding for the flesh, that they 
cannot set themselves to the trying of 
Uieir title to heaven. They have an
other kind of happiness in their eye, 
whioh will not suffer them to make 
sure of heaven.—BAXTER. 

H B that walketh uprightly walketh 
surely. . 
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IN T H E FURNACE, ARE YOU? 

BY D. F. NEWTON. 

WELL, thank the Lord for it—upraise 
him, count it all joy when you fall into 
divers temptations. Trembling one, 

" Tempted, tried, desponding one, 
"Why does darkness shade thy brow 7 

Is there no all-bearing sun 
In the heavens above thee now ? " 

" Think it not strange concerning 
the fiery trial which ia to try you, as 
though some strange thing happened 
imto you ; but rejoice, inasmuch as ye 
are partakers of Christ's sufferings." 
Are you beset on every side, pressed 
down crushingly, overwhelmed by man
ifold temptations? Work the harder; 
fight the harder ; buckle on the whole 
armor; take hold on God ; plead the 
promises ; rest upon them—hold fast; 
labor on ; fight on. Say as Job did, 
" Though he slay me, yet will I trust 
in him." 

" The flre shall all your bands consume, 
And in the furnace tried, 

Ont of the flame you soon shall oome, 
Unhurt and purified." 

Never abandon trust in God, what
ever may be the circumstances of your 
condition. Hold fast your confidence 
which hath great ^recompense of re
ward. There is, without doubt, a gra
cious design in all you suffer; and that 
which you know not now, you shall 
know hereafter. The greatest enigma 
of Pro-vidence will then be solved— 
the most mysterious arrangements will 
be understood—and we shall find that 
heaven's richest blessings are conveyed 
to us in the darkest clouds of adversi
ty and sorrow. Let patience have its 
perfect work, that ye may be perfect 
and entire, wanting nothing; and be 
steadfast, unmovable, always abound
ing in the work of the Lord ; for as 
much as ye know that your labor is 
not in vain in the Lord. 

" Cast not away, therefore, your con
fidence, which hath great recompense 
of reward; for ye have need of pa
tience, that after ye have done the will 
of God ye inight receive the promise." 

FACTS WORTHY OF NOTICE. 

IT is a fact, that nine-tenths of the 
inmates of our poor-houses were 
brought there directly or indirectly by 
the use of ardent spirits. 
. I t is a fact, that three-fourths of all 

the convicts in our State prisons, were 
hard drinkers previous to the commis
sion of the crimes for whioh they are 
now imprisoned. 

I t is a fact, that the greatest suffer
ers from disease, and those whose mal
adies are the most difficult to cure, are 
those who are addicted to the use of 
ardent spirits. 

I t is a fact, that of all who commit 
suicide in this country, ninety-nine one-
hundredths are the immediate or re-
motfe^victims of ardent spirits. 

I t is a fact, that in all the families 
where the children are dirty, half 
naked and ill-fed, the rooms fill^iy and 
in .disorder, the husband cross, discon-
teiited and peevish, and the wives slat
terns, ill-tempered and quarrelsome, 
one, if not both, the parents are drink
ers of ardent spirits. 

/ / is a fact, that those who least 
frequently attend the worship of God 
in the sanctuary, and most of those 
who by their oaths, blasphemies, and 
horr'ible execrations shock the ears of 
modest people, are spirit drinkers. 

I t is a fact, that those who are most 
easily led to ridicule and profane sac-
cred things, and to join in every kind 
of dissipation and profligacy, are spirit 
drinkers. 

It is a fact, that of all who have died 
of the cholera in Europe and America, 
seven-tenths, at least, were spirit drink
ers, and one-half decidedly intemper
ate. 

So LONG as a Christian believer sin
cerely presses after Christian perfection, 
he is safe, because he is in the way of 
duty, and, were he to die at midnight, 
God would, before midnight, certainly 
bring him to Christian perfection, or 
bring Christian perfection to him.— 
FLETCHER. 
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GOING F O R W A R D . 

BY JULIA M. GODDARD. 

M Y religious experience seems won
derful to me as I review it. Oh, the 
amazing goodness and mercy of God! 
I am lost in wonder, love and praise 
in thinking of it. About five years 
ago I attended a camp meeting, where 
I was taught the way of holiness. I 
sought with all my heart and obtained 
it, glory be to God! I soon lost the 
enjoyment of it, not being taught to 
go on, adding to my faith, virtue, and 
to virtue, knowledge, etc.; but on the 
other hand, I was drawn back. Friends 
thought me going crazy; were griev
ed, and urged me not to pursue such a 
course. They were professors of reli
gion too. Instead of obeying God, I 
yielded to their influence, in a measure, 
and my light was withdrawn. Still I 
did not walk so blindly as before. At 
times I had great peace and joy, but it 
was not abiding. About two years 
ago, I came back, gave up all, as far as 
I understood, to God. He accepted, 
and, praise to His name! I have lived 
very near to him ever since, in a highly 
justified state, I think. I supposed it 
was sanctification until I heard brpther 
Terrill preach the dose, searching truth 
of God's word. Oh, how it tore my 
foundation all to pieces, and blew it to 
the four winds! Hallelujah to the 
Lamb/orewer.' Then I went to work 
in right good earnest to dig down deep 
and build upon solid rock. When my 
feet began to touch the rock. Oh, how 
I rejoiced. Then could I say, / knew 
I had religion. I think I shall praise 
God to all ^ternity that he sent His 
servants here to tell us the truth. Each 
sermon seemed right from God. Oh, 
how every word burned through my 
soul. Friends bitterly opposed my 
going to hear them. They oppose me 
still, but glory to God ! 1 have taken 
my stand for God to live and die, im
movable as the rock; dead to the 
world ! My life is hid with Christ in 
God. I have forsaken all for Christ. 
God only knows what it was for me 

to give up my only sister. As I go to 
my school in the morning I leave her 
weeping, but I durst not stop even to 
sympathize with her. Jesus keeps me 
looking right to him. I gather my 
garments closely around nie so they 
do not get soiled •with the world, then 
with my eye on Jesus, I run the nar
row way. My intense hungerings and 
thtrstings after righteousness, my de
sires to know more of God,—to launch 
out deeper into the fountain, to have 
a more perfect understanding of God's 
word, I cannot describe. I have a de
sire to go out into the vineyard, to 
work; and do nothing but win souls 
to Christ. I know I have a great op
portunity of doing good in my school. 
I delight in being there, for God is 
with me. W e have salvation every 
time we meet to worship God. We 
are strengthened, are settling down 
deeper and deeper into all the mind 
and wiU of God. Oh, bless God for 
this dear little band which he has 
raised up here, which are going straight 
fbr salvation. 

This is the way I long have sought, 
And moiirned beeause I found it not. 

— Winnebago, III. 

WHERE Christian perfection is not 
strongly and explicitly preached, there 
is seldom any remarkable blessing 
from God ; and consequently little ad
dition to the society, and little life in 
the members of it. Therefore, if Ja
cob Rowell is grown faint and says but 
little about it, do you supply his lack 
of service. Speak and spare noi. Let 
not regard for any man induce you to 
betray the truth of God. Till you 
press believers io expect full salvation 
now, you must not look for any revival. 
—WESLEY. 

ALL our preachers should make a 
point of preaching perfection to believ
ers CONSTANTLY, STRONGLY and EXPLI
CITLY ; and all believers should mind 
this one thing, and continually agonize 

for ii .—WESLEY. 
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K E E P TO THE POINT. 
BY E. G. R I B B L E . 

I BEARD it remarked, a short time 
since, by a minister of the gospel, 
" that a sermon without point was good 
for nothing, because there was nothing 
gained." It is so in every thing we 
have to deal with. Something must 
be aimed at or nothing will be hit. 
Lack of point is what occasions so 
many random shots. It is the one that 
directs the arrow that causes the result: 
not the one that draws the bow and 
takes no aim. What a blessing it is 
that God over-rules our best efforts for 
good ! If he did not, nothing would be 
accomplished. But to return, what we 
lack as a people is point. As a people 
we are thrust out in the world to spread 
" scriptural holiness" through this land. 

This is our mission—our motto. 
Are we keeping to the point ? As 
ministers of Jesus Christ do we, with 
single eye and aim, keep the people to 
the point ? Do we have a (fi-vine im
pression, as Bishop Asbury had, to 
preach holiness in every sermon ? It 
is our duty to present every man per
fect in Christ Jesus, do we keep to the 
point ? Keep to the point, " •without 
holiness no man sh^all see the Lord." 
Do we declare this'' boldly, fearlessly, 
unflinchingly, regardless of consequen
ces ? A salvation from all sin, free, 
present and full? Where Jesus is 
lifled up in all His offices he will draw 
all men unto him. Holiness is the 
point to be aimed at—it is the "central 
idea," the power, the light, the life, the 
love, it is the all. Having Christ form
ed within the hope of glory, let us, 
as ministers, keep the people to the 
point, then something will be accom
plished in every move. In every ser
mon, in every prayer meeting, in every 
class meeting, let us keep befpre the 
eye of the people, the privilege of 
every believer, a salvation that saves 
from the love, power, and inbeing of 
sin. Let all our preaching, praying, 
exhorting, singing, speaking, have direct 
reference to this uttermost salvation. 

Let us get every member under our 
care seeking, groaning, agonizing for 
deliverance from.all sin. May God 
help us all to keep to this point " holi
ness to the Lord," in pulpit, prayer 
meeting, conference meeting, family 
altar, closet, roadside, night and day, 
at home and abroad, year in and year 
out, holiness to the Lord. 

K I N D W O R D S . 

BY LAURA WHALEY. 

WHAT eloquence one finds in a kind 
word. What cheerfulness it brings to 
the lonely and desponding. A kind 
word sinks into the deep recesses of 
the heart, making our sunbeam to help 
light the pathway of life. Kind words 
are as a soothing balm, to bind up the 
wounds which the coldness of the haugh
ty have made.' Let your eyes dwell for 
a moment on the poor orphan, who 

Tias no home, and is dependent upon 
the cold charity of the world, and see 
what effect a kind word has on him. 
See how it gladdens and cheers him in. 
the performance of duty. Kind words 
cost but little, and they go a great 
way in making one's life happy. Go 
,with me, kind readers, into some lone
ly street, and follow some poor shiver
ing child to its home, in some miser
able garret. Harsh greetings and 
coarse words are spoken to the little 
one. It shrinks away to ponder over 
the ill-treatment it has to bear. A kind 
personage resting her hand on the little 
one's head, speaks words of touching, 
soothing tenderness to it. The child 
looks amazed and wonders if any one 
can love her enough to speak kindly 
to her. But when she sees kindness 
beaming forth from the face of her 
friend, she feels assured she has, indeed, 
found a balm for the wound which 
harsh words had made. The kind lady 
points out the way to heaven and de
scribes to her the loveliness of our Re
deemer, who died that we, through his 
death and sufferings, might be made 
alive. She admonished her in the 
words of Christ, to cast thy burden up-

m 
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on the Lord and he will sustain thee. 
The little one begins to feel she has 
found a friend, indeed. One not of 
earth, but who reigns supreme. Kind 
words can never die ! Cherished and 
blest they will ever remain to harmon
ize and lighten life. Oh, that all of 
you, kind readers, would give up the 
use of harsh, bitter word.s, (if any use 
such.) and substitute in their place 
kind words. Our gentle Saviour, meek 
and mild, used naught but kind words, 
and we are all bidden to follow in his 
footsteps. 

I N E A R N E S T . 

BY D. F. NEWTON. 

ARE you in earnest ? really so ? Thou
sands fail for not being in earnest, res
olutely fixed, determined, immoveably. 
This is true temporally, mentally, spir
itually. Very many fail in business 
transactions, for not being whole-heart
ed, for want of an earnest resolute, go-
ahead-ness. But far more fail in things 
spiritual, eternal, the hope of hopes, the 
hope that never dies, the prize everlast
ing .' A failure here is irremediable, 
interminable! A failure in temporal 
things merely, is a thing of small mo
ment, compared with things eternal. 
Suppose we do fail in the acquisition of 
wealth, honor, the applause of the 
great? in things that perish with the 
using. What will it matter a thousand 
years hence ? But a failure in things 
pertaining to the soul's welfare, is 
infinite, for ever and forever. The loss 
is irretrievable. And yet this failure 
in things eternal, with all its tremen-
dousness of consequence is common, an 
every day business, with the thronged 
multitudes. And this sad failure, too, 
Ts for want of earnestness, a fuU, fixed, 
unflinching determination to seek now 
the golden prize, the pearl of pearls, at 
all hazards—come what will. Mark 
that sinner, mark him convicted of sin ! 
He even trembles. He feels, he be
lieves, he knows there is a fearful looking 
for of judgment, a hell of hells—a pit 
of woe everlasting, a place of torment. 

where the worm dieth not and the fire 
, is not quenched. With these flashijtg 
convictions, the terribleness and awful
ness of the gulf of gulfe, staring him fidl 
in the face, tottering on the brink of the 
fearful precipice, does he turn ? will he 
turn ? Will he grasp the golden sceptre 
held out ? Will he place the glittering, 
sparkling crown on his head? Alas, 
alas, for want of decision, a fixed res
olution, a warm, eager, ardent, impor
tunate, earnestness, the prize is lost! 
The precious opportunity slips, the gol
den season passes by, the harvest is 
passed, the summer ended, and he is 
not saved. 

" The thing they can't but purpose, 
they postpone," " Hell is paved •with 
good resolutions unfulfilled." So with 
many professors seeking higher attain
ment in the dî vine life, a complete con
quest over sin, every sin, popular and 
unpopular, the sins of lust, pride, covet 
ousness, evil temper. They believe, 
theoretically, such a conquest over our 
spiritual foes is available,- that the 
purchase is made, the gateway is open, 
free for all. Many religionists go still 
further, affirm that duty enforces the 
command, " Be ye holy." Omnipo
tently, they acknowledge that not only 
privilege but duty binds them to tes
tify publicly, that the blood of Jesus 
cleanseth from all sin, even now. And 

' still, strange as it may appear, these 
same persons for lack of earnestness, a 
full, free, hearty, determined, uncom
promising now, fail, linger on in a cold, 
heartless, skeleton-like justification— 
linger on doubtingly, haltingly, stumb-
lingly, serving God a little now and 
then, and Satan a GREAT DEAL. Linger 
on iu the besetments of life, carrying 
about the body of this death, tUl they 
drop into the grave. 

Beloved reader, how was it with the 
Canaanitish woman, whose daughter 
was grievously vexed with the devil, 
did she linger ? was she half-hearted ? 
when repulsed once, twice,: three times, 
did she falter, relinquish her object? 
Nay, she pressed her suit - still more 
earnestly and importunately, resolved 
on the thing. She came again and again 
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to the Saviour, taking no denial, till fall
ing at his feet, saying, " Lord help me." 
" My case is one of urgency." The 
Saviour to try her faith still further said: 
" It is not meet to take the children's 
bread and cast it to dogs." " Truth 
Lord," said she, " yet the dogs partake 
of the crumbs that fall from their 
master's table." What now? What 

• the effect of this earnestness ? Hark 1 
"Oh woman,great is thyfaith,be it unto 
thee even as thou wilt, and her daughter 
was made whole, that very hour." 
Matt. XV. 21 to 28. Again, look at 
Jacob wrestling with the angel till break 
of day, saying, " I w i l l noi let thee go 
till thou bless me." There was earnest
ness, faith, that takes no denial, Once 
more. The two blind men, by the 
way side, crying, " Have mercy on us. 
Oh Lord." The multitude rebuked 
them, that they should hold their peace? 
They cried still louder, " Have mercy 
on us, Oh Lord, thou Son of David." 
Then Christ called them and said; 
" What will ye that I should do unto 
you? They say unto him. Lord that 
our eyes may be opened. So Jesus 
had compassion on them, and immedi
ately their eyes received sight." Matt. 
XX. 31, These men were in good 
earnest. Sinner, dear, what say you to 
this earnestness ? Will you he also in 
good earnest, take the kingdom noto, 
come life or eome death? Seek now 
earnestly the salvation of your soul ? 
Will you ? Or will you by supineness, 
indifference, irresolution, unbelief, the 
love of this world, suffer this day of 
grace to pass ? Christian brother, are 
you seeking the blessing of entire con
secratedness, the blessing of perfect 
love, a holy, sanctified life ? How are 
you seeking it ; irresolutely, with a 
divided heart? The blessing is not 
y.ours. " The kingdom of heaven suf
fereth violence, and the violent take it 
by force." 

" The King's highway, how narrow is the road I 
How few tbey are wlio find it Tet the abode 
Of God, the Christian's home, lies at its end. 
And none can reach the goal but they who 

bend, 
"With purpoae all unwavering, steady, true, 
And step undaunted, though all hell pursue." 

" W A K E D U P I N H E L L ! " 

BY BEV. D. F , S H B P A B D S O H . 

A FEW months since, while on the 
way to our appointed field of labor, 
we stopped about 12 o'clock, at a trav
eler's house in Walworth County, 
Wis. After spending a few moments 
in meditation, we were suddenly roused 
by a deep voice of wailing, which hur
riedly passed our window. Supposing 
that some one was fast sinking into the 
waters of death, probably by casualty, 
and was being borne to some dying 
couch, I turned to see the sufferer, but 
saw nothing remarkable except the in
difference of those around me to this 
voice of dying. I stood for a moment 
in silence, listening to these death-notes, 
now fainting from distance. Upon in
quiry I. learned that the object of my 
sympathy was a tall, spare man, of 
about fifty years, rather stooped, and 
with a hurried tread walking from me. 
I was further informed by my host 
that • " the man thinks himself a lost 
spirit." 

How long has he been in this state ? 
I inquired. 

" About six years." 
Well what do you think of his case? 
" He is a little insane upon this sub

ject." 
Is he sane upon any subject ? 
"Yes upon all subjects but this— 

there is not a man in the town more 
accurate in business than he; and few 
that are better posted in history, poli
tics, or any of the topics of the day 
than Mr, Bailey, and yet he is always 
groaning and saying, lost! lost! W e 
often hear his groans from his house, a 
distance of half a mile." 

But here our conversation was bro
ken, for the voice of anguish was heard" 
again, which announced the coming of 
the lost spirit. A moment more and 
his hurried step had brought him with
in the bar room. For this I was quite 
grateful, and now seated myself for a 
time in an indifferent mode to study 
the strangeness of the stranger. 

His features appeared to have beea 
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naturally good, but were now distorted, 
his eyes were sunken, as by intolerable 
grief. His manner is strangely restless, 
—pacing the room for a few moments, 
then taking a seat for a moment, then 
rising suddenly, to again pace the floor, 
wringing his hands, and flirting them 
as though they were severely burned, 
accompanied with heavy groans, and 
now clinching his teeth to stifle his 
own voice, lest he should render him
self more intolerable to those around 
him; but in doing so a deep sepulchral 
sound would be heard, scarcely less 
audible than before, yet more terrific, 
for it was mingled with a heavy grind
ing of teeth. And to this were his 
frequent exclamations of " God help !" 
"Where shall I go !" "How can I 
stand it so." Occasionally, a bystander 
would notice him enough to command 
his silence—'Call him fool, or charge 
him with trying to awaken their sym
pathy. But all, as by common consent, 
referred to his opinion upon the various 
topics of discussion, as the end of all 
controversy. Yet he seemed indis
posed to enter into lengthy conversa
tion. 

FinaUy I approached him, introduc
ing myself as one that felt a deep in
terest in his case, and desired a little 
conversation with him, hoping to find 
some relief for him. He fi:ankly con
sented, expressing his desires for help. 

Taking seats, I desired him to give 
me a brief history of his life, which he 
did—stating his name, place of nativi
ty, and sketching his chUdhood and 
youth—his honorable avocation in man
hood, and his success in the accumula
tion of some sixteen thousand dollars. 
" From my youth " said he, " I have 
been conversant with the Scriptures, 
and up to the age of forty-four years, 
I often felt the strivings of the Spirit 
of God, urging me to place my affec
tions upon himself, and not on the 
world. But, I as often yielded to that 
damning delusion,'Thereis time enough 
yet,' until 'quenching the Spirit,' be
came a habit. About six years ago, 
the Spirit of God, as usual, urged me 
to sue for mercy; but as usual, I de- ) 

8 

dined for the present, and that present 
was my last offer of salvation. I have 
never murdered ! Never stolen! I 
have never been a profane man ! But 
I have quenched ike Spirit-—and I am 
left to myself! It seems to me that 
I have waked up in hell! Nobody un
derstands me, but I feel the flames kin
dling upon me. 1 cry for help, and re
ceive tlie answer, " My Spirit shall not 
always strive with man." I turn for 
relief but find none—I try to forget 
myself in sleep, but it has chiefly left 
me, so that I seldom obtain more than 
two or three hours rest in twenty-four, 
and that amid disturbed wakings. If 
my anguish was only physical, I pre
sume that I should not live half an 
hour. But here I have been for these 
six years, in this torment. 'My pun
ishment is greater than I can bear ! ' 
There is no place for me to breathe! " 

But my pen can never draw his pic
ture, although it is stereotyped upon 
my memory. I informed my wife of 
the case, and introduced her to the lost 
man. We spent some hours with him in 
examining his case by the Scriptures,— 
with which he is famUiar,—to find some 
source of mitigation, or ray of hope 
for the sinking spirit. We bowed with 
him in prayer, but could find no access 
to God with his case. He offered for 
himself a hurried, but well framed 
prayer, yet it wanted those elements 
which render prayer " effectual." His 
repentance was a sorrow, not for sin, 
but for its consequent sufferings. His 
longings were for happiness, and not 
for righteousness, the only channel 
through which permanent happiness can 
flow. But we were compelled to leave 
him as we found him, in his " wailings 
and gnashing of teeth." Yet I trust 
that we shall be ever moved by this 
awful scene, to make more vigorous 
efforts for the rescue of sinking hu
manity, and to warn sinners against 
treating God with contempt by their 
neglect. " Whatsoever a man soweth 
ihat shall he also reap." Oh, stay thy 
hand sinner, for thy harvest is suffici
ently great, and the reapers are after 
thee. 
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C H R I S T I A N P R O G R E S S . 

BY UBS. PHEBK T. UPHAM. 

I ASSERT nothing new when I say 
Christ has ever been the alpha and 
omega, the sun and centre of the Chris
tian church. Christian progress is 
only an expansion into Christ. May 
we not hope that the time is drawing 
near when Christ will be known more 
fully by an interior perception and ex
perimental knowledge of his state and 
experiences? when Chris't will become 
to us an indwelling presence, life, and 
power? an inborn nature, pervading 
our whole being? Whatever may 
have been the experience of the church, 
.as a body, in its past history, we can
not doubt that her ultimate progress 
will be made in this direction—into the 
internal state and experiences of Christ, 
and, as a result, doing the works of 
Christ. As the Son of God was begot
ten in the flesh, so must the infant Je
sus, or Christ nature, be begotten and 
developed in us, spiritually. 

The one great error of the church, 
as it seems to me, which stands in the 
way of her interior progress, consists 
in overlooking or underrating the pow-
•er which Christ has given her to over
come sin and Satan... In other words, 
there is a lacTt of faith in her Lord— 
a lack of faith in his word and promise, 
which promise is true as himself, to 
accomplish in the soul his will in this 
respect, viz., to new-create ihe soul per
fectly in his own image. The church 
has regarded her subjective or interior 
redemption in Christ too much in pro
spective, and afar off, as if Christ did 
not design to purify her members while 
here on earth. 

This state of things in the church 
arises, in part, from a natural tendency 
in-man to reason and speculate about 
truth, rather than yield the heart, the 
soul's centre, promptly and fully to the 
influence of the truth. When a man 
reasons from bimself, or firom his own 
limited view, in opposition to God's 
plainly-revealed truth, he becomes en
tangled in error and sins. He with

draws his soul from God, and sets up 
for himself; and no wonder he makes 
no progress in holiness. Now the 
Christian, in opposition to this pride 
of reasoning, should always remember 
that one word or command of this law 
is equally true and binding on him as 
another. He who commands repent
ance commands also holiness. Each 
word of the Lord should be received 
in faith. Have faith in God, in his 
word, in his promises—here lies the 
secret of holiness. 

Surely there is nothing in the ma
terial structure or substance of which 
man's body is composed to hinder his 
renewal in perfect holiness. The or
gans through which the eye sees and 
the ear hears, are but the instruments 
the soul uses in the natural -world. It 
is soul, spirit, understandingjWhich God 
addresses, and which obeys or disobeys, 
and which is innocent or guilty befpre 
God. It is when evil finds a response 
in the heart, a lodgment in the affec
tions, that it brings condemnation, and 
not when it merely floats on the sur
face of the soul. Let the soul, there
fore, the heart and will, be steadfast 
towards the Lord in the exercise of 
full faith in Him, and no evil will be 
able to harm us. It is thus, by faith 
in the Lord and obedience, the Chris
tian progresses in the way of holiness^ 
and ultimately becomes a fully purifi
ed and mature Christian, bearing the 
likeness of Christ, 

One of the steps leading to the puri
fication of the soul is suffering. The 
crucifixion of our earth-born nature 
involves suffering. As Christ was cru
cified and put to death, so must the 
man of sin in us be slain. Suffering, 
then, in its relations to Christian pro
gress, is not evil, but good; and we 
must learn to welcome it, and bless 
God for it. When I first read the 
memoir of Madame Guyon, it was a 
great mystery to me how she could so 
welcome trials, persecutions, and bodily 
afilictions. This mystery is now, in a 
measure, solved. There is a faith in 
God which can sustain the soul in the 
darkest passage ot life. When one has 
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consecrated himself, truly and unreser
vedly, to his Father, God, he should 
have faith in God as leading him only 
in the right w-ay, however hard this way 
may seem to his sinful inclinations. 
It will be hard, because opposed to his 
natural, selfish life. 

So much has been •written and pub
lished recently, on the entire crucifixion 
of our selfish nature, in order to enjoy 
the life of God in the soul, 1 will not 
dilate upon it, however important and 
fundamental. And here I will say, you 
will expect from me, in this letter, on
ly a few hints on the great subject of 
Christian progress. I wish merely to 
suggest, for your consideration, some 
of those thoughts which, though once 
startling, have now become familiar to 
my mind. On one point I know we shall 
agree, viz., that Christ is the only way 
of progress; and it is only by contem
plating Him in faith, and love, and 
obedience that we may hope to be 
changed into his image. 

Doing ihe works of Christ. When 
one has become perfected through suf
fering, or in any other way which God 
may see best, he is then prepared to 
do the works of Christ. Be not start
led at this expression, since Christ him
self has said, " The works that I do, 
shall ye do also, and even greater." 
And many other expressions of our 
Lord seem to identify His disciples 
with Himself. As He says of Him
self, " I can do nothing without my 
Father," so He says to his disciples, 
"Without me ye can do nothing." No 
one will deny that Christ gave his dis
ciples "power over all the enemy," 
"power to cast out devils, power to 
heal the sick." Nor can we find any 
limitation of this power to the primi
tive disciples. On the contrary, we 
are rather taught to expect an increase 
of the power and glory of the Church, 
in the fulfilment of the promises made 
to the Church. 

The Christ-man, having overcome 
sin and Satan in himself, goes forth, as 
Christ did, to meet the enemy in the 
case of those over whom S a t ^ still 
exerts great power, conquering for 

them, or helping them to conquer by 
his superior strength, derived from per
sonal or real contact with his Lord. 
Thus we partake of the sufferings of 
Christ, by entering into sympathy, and 
bearing the states and burdens of indi
vidual souls. We engage in a battle, 
and realize the clashing elements of 
opposing spheres. Is not this the rea
son why we suffer when we labor for 
the conversion of souls and the sancti
fication of God's people, because we 
come so closely in contact with the 
enemies of God ? But how great is 
the reward when souls are converted 
through our instrumentality ! Surely 
it is a privilege to suffer with Christ 
for the good of souls. And if Christ 
did not accomplish at once all the 
" Word incarnated" seemed destined 
to accomplish, according to our limited 
view, yet at the close of his mission 
he said, "I t is finished"—all is accom
plished ; this life and death of mine 
have an extension in my members un
til the work of redemption is fully ac
complished on earth. 

The spirit of sacrifice, of bearing 
the burdens and the states of others 
less advanced than ourselves, has a 
great practical bearing during the 
whole lifetime of the Christian; and 
the farther the soul advances into the 
likeness of Christ, the greater is his 
power of usefulness in aiding souls to 
overcome sin and Satan. 

In order to understand more clearly 
how we may do some of the works of 
Christ, such especially as he gave his 
disciples power to do, let us ' glance at 
the method of Christ's proceeding in 
some individual cases of healing the 
sick or casting out devils. 

Our first conceptions of Christ are 
wholly external, viewing him afar off. 
In our farther progress, Christ draws 
nearer, and we have some experimental 
kno^wledge, at times, of his presence 
with us. Finally, he becomes internal 
and abiding, incorporated into our very 
being. We "eat his flesh and drink 
his blood ; " that is, his very life flows 
through our life. And, as far as we 
represent him, or he represents himself 
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through US, we are in the world, as he 
was, to accomplish a part of his divine 
mission. It is thus Christ multiplies 
himself on earth, begetting children in 
his own likeness. 

Christ, then, in his personal presence, 
by means of his incarnation in a finite 
form, and limited as he exists in the 
person of his followers, as to powers 
of perception and judgment, and sub
ject to various infirmities of body and 
mind, is still operating, and operating 
not only truly, but powerfiilly on the 
earth. 

How glorious will be the reign of 
Christ on earth when the disciples shall 
be every where, as his Lord, an em
bodiment of truth and love—a con
queror over self, and over all the pow
er of the enemy. 

Healing of spiritual diseases. The 
cases of bodily malady healed by Christ, 
cases which seem to involve principles 
of universal application, were the re
sult of a desire on the part of the dis
eased person, or of the friends who 
made lus case their own, and acted for 
him by a direct presentation of the in
firm one to Christ. This desire to be 
healed, on the part of the poor suffer
er, was correlative with the power of 
heialing and the willingness to heal on 
the part of Christ. Here is brought 
to view the great principle of man's 
freedom or power of choice. Those 
only were healed who " came to 
Christ," or, in other words, who were 
truly willing and desirous to be the 

' subjects of his healing power. And 
thus it is now. The same disposition, 
the desire and the purpose, are now to 
b» exercised in the case of those who 
wish to be healed of their spiritual mal
adies. When a disciple of Christ, one 
united to him in essence or life, dis
covers in an individual this desire 
to come to Christ, such is his sympa
thy with Christ and with His word, 
which declares that " whosoever will 
may partake of the waters of life/re«-
ly," that he is able to speak, in faith 
and power, the word the soul heeds. 
In an important sense, such a one may 
be said to stand in Christ's place. It 

is true, he has no power in and of him
self, and operates effectively only in 
union with his Lord. W e cannot force 
our gifts; we cannot exceed the bound
ary line of man's fi-eedom; we cannot 
impart without a preparation for a di
vine blessing on the part of those who 
receive. It is said of Christ in a cer
tain place, " He did not many mighty 
•^rerks there because of their unbelief." 

Healing of outward diseases. If the 
full-born Christian may become a heal
er of spiritual maladies, may he not 
also, following the example of his Lord, 
do something towards healing physi
cal or bodily sicknesses? As far as 
diseases are the result of " evil posses
sions,"—and it is manifest there were 
many such cases in the days of Christ, 
and probably the state of things in this 
respect is not yet changed, as Satan is 
not yet " bound,"-r-\ suppose a holy, 
Christ-like soul may accomplish much. 
It is simply the exercise of a greater 
power over a lesser power ; or, in 
Scripture language, casting out evil spi
rits by the Spirit of God. A holy ijian 
does not live of himself, and therefore 
can no more be separate from God 
than the rays of the sun from the sun 
itself. And is it unreasonable to sup
pose that such a one may receive pow
er from God, as did the early disciples, 
to heal the sick, not only spiritually, 
but physically ? Christ did much in 
this way, more, apparently than by 
his public teaching. 

Inward spiritual judgment. A holy 
judgment has much to do with the 
exercise of those gifts and powers 
which God bestows upon the Christ
like man. It is said of Christ, " He 
increased in wisdom." The Christ-na
ture within us, being born a child, and 
in the stable of our poor, weak, fallen 
nature, is to "grow up into Christ in 
all things." We are to receive the 
spirit of wisdom, of judgment, and of 
a sound mind—the spirit of discern
ment, in order that we may adapt our 
words and ways to the wants of indi
vidual souls—to their state. The soul 
that is restored to its true position in 
God acts in the exercise of its own. 

-aeniEK^s^lMaeE; 
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personality, in the use of its o-wn-judg
ments and reason, and from its own 
central thought and conviction; but, at 
the same time, in the light of God's 
presence, and by means of a divine in
spiration. God and the holy soul are 
one; and whSiTthe soul acts effectual
ly, God acts through it. 

Silent influences. It is difficult to 
limit the power of a truly holy soul, 
because such a soul has a divine power; 
but we are not to suppose that the ex
ercises of its power are always out-
ward,visible, and demonstrative. Aside 
from the specific acts and words of 
Christ, or of the Christ-like man, oper
ating in individual cases, and open to 
outward observation, there is a divine, 
silent influence going forth from a holy 
man or woman, which often produces 
blessed results. The presence of such' 
a one, although not a word be spoken, 
is not lost on an assembly. As an im
pure person corrupts the atmosphere 
of a room, so a holy soul exhales a 
renovating breath. Wonderful is the 
machinery of our spiritual structure ! 
Wonderful is the divine operation ot 
God in man! God is in the breath 
and atmosphere of the holy soul. He 
breathes upon man, reaching and mov
ing the life current of the soul. Divine 
thoughts, flowing through a holy soul, 
animate other souls, who are receptive. 
How important is the position of the 
holy, Christ-like man ! Truly, such a 
one is " the light ot the world — the 
salt of the earth." 

B R O T H E R L Y LOV-E. 

By*MRS. H. A. BRONSON. 

B B nothing in your own eyes; for 
what is it, alas, that we have to be 
proud of! Our very conception was 
sinful; our birth painful; our life toil
some ; our death we know not what ! 
But all this is nothing to the state of 
our soul. If we know this, what excuse 
have we for pride ?—WESLEY. 

THE Holy Scriptures do everywhere 
place religion very much in the affec
tions ; such as fear, hope, love, hatred, 
desire, joy, sorrow, gratitude, com
passion, and zeal.—EDWARDS. 

How revolting it is, to find those 
whose interests are linked together, 
whom Providence has caused to share 
the same parents' care and smile, who 
have for years fed at the same board 
and been sheltered beneath the same 
root, at enmity among themselves. 
It is a sight from which creatures of 
inferior capacities would shrink, as na
ture has given them in a greater pr less 
degree, love for their kind. But as man 
is fallen, the commandment " thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself," is npt 
regarded; hence divisions and animos
ities find place, not only in families, but 
among those who each claim to be the 
followers of the peaceful and loving 
Redeemer. As a fountain cannot send 
forth bitter water and sweet, we will 
not suppose that where so many evils 
are manifest there is any true love to 
God. The psalmist, in rapturous strains, 
calls attention to brethren united, " Be
hold," he cries, " how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell to
gether in unity." He compares it to 
precions ointment, costly, fragrant and 
preserving in its nature; and also to 
the eastern dews that are so essential 
and invigorating to the life of nature. 

Do we love God surely? we will love 
his children. Too many claim the 
name of Christian and are very loud in 
professions of love to God; and yet 
their mouths are full of bitterness and 
deadly strife, pouring forth invectives 
against others who have equal claims 
to the Divine favor. Do not aU 
Christian denominations base their be
lief on the Word of God? Then why 
should one claim a superiority above 
another? One great hinderance to the 
spread of Scriptural holiness over the 
land, is the dissension and unprofitable 
disputing between its most zealous ad
vocates. Let such misguided ones, 
read without prejudice and with a sin
cere desire to be led into all truth, the 
history of our great Pattern. His life, 
as recorded in the New Testament, was 
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filled up with acts of love and good-
wUl, not only to His warm friends, but 
to ALL. Here is our exairi^le; and we 
must not allow our stinted charity to 
encircle a few only of our own choosing, 
those who greet us kindly and applaud 
and praise us. ..Let us, my dear brother 
and sister in the Lord, seek to be 
stripped of every false hope, and be
come fully prepared to be weighed in 
the balances of God's eternal truth. 

NEUTRALS.—^There are *men of no 
decided character ; without judgment 
to choose, and without courage to pro
fess any principle whatsoever. 

Such men can serve no cause, for 
this plain reason, they have no cause at 

• heart. They can at best, work only as 
mere mercenaries. They have not 
been guilty of great crimes, but it is 
only because they have not energy of 
mind to rise to any height of wicked
ness. 

These men, to be sure, can look at 
atrocious acts without indignation, and 
can behold suffering virtue without 
sympathy. Therefore they are consid
ered as sober dispassionate men. But 
they have their passions, though of an
other kind and which are infinitely more 
likely to carry them put of the path of 
their duty.—BURKB. 

INASMUCH as the vision of the church 
is obscure, the life of the church FEEBLE, 

t the HOLINESS of the church deficient, 
and the powers of the church inade
quate ; and as the special GIFT of the 
HOLY GHOST, promised in the Gospel, is 
alone a baptism of light, a baptism ot 
life, a baptism of holiness^ and a baptism 
of power, it follows conclusively that 
the baptism of the HOLY GHOST is the 

. great present want of ihe cAurcA.—JESSE 
T, PECK. 

PERSONS may seem to have love to 
God and Christ, yea, to have very 
strong and violent affections of this 
nature, and yet have no grace.—ED
WARDS. 

RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE OF 

MRS. JANETTE OSMUR. 

BLESSED with pious parents, I was 
convicted of sin in early life, and ena
bled to give my heart to God, and ex
perience His saving grace. I endeav
ored to walk in the comandments of the 
Lord; but fearing I would be thought 
forward, I now see that I many times 
shrank from doing duty. I attended 
all the means of grace,—secret prayer, 
and testified for Jesus as I had oppor
tunity. Although I knew that God had 
changed my heart and forgiven my sins, 
I still found remains ofa corrupt nature 
that developed itself in pride, anger, 
self-will and impatience, that troubled 
and discouraged me. I occasionally 
heardr^one speak of the blessing of ho-
liness,;but had no distinct views of what 
it was, or that it was purchased through 
Christ for me. In this way I lived a 
number of years. During this time I 
gave myself in the sacred covenant of* 
marriage to an ungodly man, believing 
that God. approved of it, and that if I 
lived a faithful Christian my husband 
would be converted. After the sacred 
hour of my marriage vows, I do not 
remember ever addressing a throne of 
grace without presenting my uncon--
verted husband, and desiring help from 
God to win him to Christ. Two years 
of married life passed away without 
seeing any special change in his heart 
or life, and I began to feel that I had 
done all that it was possible for me to 
do for his salvation, and that he would 
be finally lost. The thought seemed to 
wring my heart with indescribable an
guish, so much so that sleep departed, 
and I could only weep, and struggle 
with God in prayer. My husband, 
knowing my deep distress of mind, in
quired the cause of my grief. I.told, 
him it was for him, that I feared that 
he would be finally lost. I asked him, 
if he should suddenly die and be lost,, 
if he felt that I had faithfully perform
ed my duty to him; and that I would 
be acquitted at the bar of God ? The 
Lord gave me so fuUy to see the mis-
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ery of a lost soul, that I eould not as
suage my grief until he gave me a 
promise that he would seek the Lord.' 
The Holy Spirit so fastened conviction 
on his mind that hour, that it never left 
him until he gave his heart to God. 
Soon after, we were blessed with the 
labors of a minister that enjoyed the 
blessing of holiness; and he so plainly 
taught it, that I felt it was what -I need
ed. I sought and obtained the bless
ing of a clean heart, but I did not know 
that in order to retain the blessing, that 
I must come out before the church, and 
confess what God had -wrought in my 
heart. I soon lost the evidence of it, 
and fell back in my former state. In 
this state of mind I lived until the year 
1859, At this time I became so dis
tressed for souls, that the constant 
burden of my prayer was for the sal
vation of souls. The Lord seemed to 
ask me if I was willing to obey Him 
in all things, if He would convict and 
save those for whom I was burdened. 
This cost me a severe struggle, for I 
had always had a great shrinking from 
doing duty and being led by the Spirit 
before large assemblies. But in the 
strength of grace I was enabled to give 
myself fully to the Lord to do His will. 
It was in the fall of the year, and for 
several weeks I was interested in meet
ings, and felt the blessing of the Lord 
•with me more than I had ever done be
fore. The light of the Holy Spirit 
shone upon my mind so clearly, and I 
saw Christ as a full Saviour more per
fectly than ever before. When I heard 
a sermon preached to the ungodly, of 
Christ's willingness to save, I could re
alize that Christ was just as willing to 
fuUy save me, and cleanse my heart 
from all unrighteousness. The Spirit 
continued to enlighten my mind, and I 
felt the claims of God upon me, untU 
one Sabb^jtf" evening when alone with 
God, I knelt in prayer with my hands 
resting upon the Holy Bible. The 
Saviour spoke to me, and told me if I 
neglected longer to receive Christ as a 
full Saviour, He would leave me en
tirely. Oh what a moment was that. 
I had knelt, expecting a blessing from 

the Lord, and then intending to read 
His Word. But it seemed the Lord 
was holding a direct controversy with 
me. He showed me the consequences. 
It seemed that I would backslide en
tirely, and that by my influence others 
would go with me to perdition. I saw 
that to accept of Christ I must give 
my family and friends unreservedly to 
the Lord. Here I felt a great shrink
ing, for although I was willing to obey 
God and do duties that 1 had been un
willing to do, I felt an unwillingness in 
my heart to yield to the requirements 
of the Lord, with my famUy. I re
mained in silence. I could not pray. 
The conflict of that hour is known only 
to God and my own soul. 1 saw to 
go back was death, to go forward was 
to lay not only myself, but my all up
on the altar, a living sacrifice for God. 
The Lord enabled me to yield, and I 
said, " 0 Lord I will." The Spirit 
said : " When will you ? God never 
changes. " He is just as willing to ac
cept of you now as He ever will be." 
I felt that God required the sacrifice 
then, and I was enabled to give my all 
to Christ fully, and to receive Christ as 
my full Saviour, that moment. I then 
saw how cruelly I had treated my 
Saviour in being imwilling to receive 
what the Saviour had purchased for me 
on the cross, and 1 still feel to say, " O 
Lord forgive me that wicked act." 
Two years have passed away since that 
hour, and I am able to reckon myself 
fully the Lord's. It seems to me that 
I have enjoyed more of the presence of 
the Lord in- these two years, than in all 
my former experience. It is. true, I 
have conflicts with the enemy of my 
soul,—severe conflicts,—but the Lord 
enaWes;ine to come off victorious, and 
I feel like trusting my all with the 
Lord fully, while I live, and striving to 
obey Him in all things, that I may 
when I die be received by Him. 

IT is no evidence that religious affec
tions are saving, or that they are other
wise, that there is an appearance of 
love in them,—EDWARDS. 
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THE HOLY SPIRIT, 

BY. REV. J . G. T B R R I L . 

HO-WB«IT when he, the Spirit of truth, 
is come, he will guide you into all 
truth. John xvi. 13. 

It is very humbling to the human 
heart to be led to be dependent; hence 
the effort to get along without aid. 
In exploring the truth of God, it is 
necessary that we have a guide. If it 
were the sciences merely, it would not 
make so much difference, for if I should 
mistake, no interest is involved beyond 
the grave; but if I mistake in regard 
to the revelations of God's will, it in
volves a loss to my soul that never can 
be repaired. We are taught that by 
wisdom the world knows not God, 
(1 Cor. i. 21,) neither can find out the 
mind of God; (chapter i. 11;) and 
even with the Bible in our hands there 
is danger of our running off upon some
thing that would be to our destruc
tion. (1 Peter iii. 16.) How many 
different opinions are there in regard to 
Christian experience ! What is the rea
son of this ? Because men do not de
pend upon the Spirit to guide them. 
Look at Luther pulling over that pUe 
of dirty parchments ! Why so eager, 
Luther ? O I am in such distress of 
soul, on account of my-sins. How his 
face brightens as his eye rests upon 
these words, "Therefore being justified 
by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. (Rom. 
V. 1.) How the Spirit assists him to 
understand it. John Wesley had stud
ied the Bible for a great while, but had 
not found the doctrine of perfect love. 
How frightened theologians have been 
as some humble aspirant after the im
age of God, has found from his convic
tions that the Bible meant more than 
he had thought for. When Wesley's 
Methodists began to testify that they 
had found Jesus a full Saviour, he did 
not know about it, but like a sensible 
man began searching the Scriptures, 
and there he found it. 

1. The Holy Spirit has been given to 
us, io lead us into the truths of the Bible, 

—In the old dispensation the pillar of 
fire was given to guide them in their 
journeyings; their leader permitted to 
go up into the mount and there to re
ceive the word at the lips of God; the 
priests to take the blood and go inside 
of the vail and there intercede for the 
people: but when Jesus came old things 
were done away, and when he cried, 
" It is finished " the vail of the temple 
was rent in twain from the top to the 
bottom; and now the common people 
may come and inquire for themselves. 
The Holy Spirit whispers in our hearts 
the message from the throne. In 1 Cor. 
ii. 9, 10, 12, we find; Eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither have enter
ed into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that 
love him. But God hath revealed them 
unto us by his Spirit; for the Spirit 
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things 
of God. Now we have received, not 
the spirit of the world, but the Spirit 
which is of God; that we might know the 
things ihat are freely given us of God. 

2. He will guide you into all truth.— 
The truth is the same spoken or writ
ten. The Bible is a copy of the mind 
of God concerning us. The Spirit 
will teach us in accordance with it. 
The Devil only is anti-Bible. Any 
teaching contrary to the wtitten word 
must be discarded, and all that accords 
with it must be heeded though it con-
troverses all our preconceived opin
ions. " Let God be true and every 
man a liar." The Holy Scriptures 
has all that is necessary to make them 
a sufficient rule of faith and practice. 
They must mould us and our experi
ence. It is sometimes said, " according 
to the light I had, I enjoyed ihe bless
ing of holiness ; but I see now there is 
something more to be done." Brother, 
Sister, you are mistaken. When the 
Spirit of God witnesses that we are 
clean, it is so. God never mistakes. 

3. Jesus is ihe Truth.—John xiv". 
6. As the word is a copy of the will 
of God, so Jesus is the Word in another 
form. The truths of God as revealed 
in Jesus are experimental. When the 
Spirit guides ns into the truth as it is 
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in Jesus, it is not merely the embracing 
•• of an idea that lodges in the brain, but, 

an actual experience. Paul wrote of 
apprehending ihat for which He was 
apprehended of Christ Jesus. (Phil, 
iii. 12.) He had suffered the loss of 
all things that He might know Him 
and the power of His resurrection, and 
the fellowship of His sufferings, being 
made conformable unto His death. 
He prayed for the brethren at Ephesus 
and the faithful in Christ Jesus, " That 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, might ave unto them 
the spirit of wisdom and revelation in 
the knowledge of Him; the eyes of 
their understanding being enlightened, 
they might know the hope of His calling 
and the riches of the glory of His inheri
tance in the Saints. (Ephes. i. 17,18.) 
The limits of Christian experience pre
scribed by the word, is ; "Blessed are 
they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, for they shall be filled;" 

We are first convicted by the Spirit 
in accordance with the word, and then 
comes the experience. How many 
have lost sight of the real in the ideal, 
—an ideal repentance—an ideal pardon 
^-an ideal adoption —an ideal holiness, 
—an ideal hope of heaven. O ! how 
we nSed the solid realities of Christian 
experience. 

" Whom shall He teach doctrine ? 
ihem ihat are weaned from ihe milk, and 
drawn from ihe breast." " Open thy 
mouth wide and I will fill it." 

Let us throw open our hearts, and 
invite the blessed Spirit to teach us. 
Some may think it fanaticism to do it, 
but it is rank fanaticism to do without 
it. It is dangerous to lean to our own 
understanding. Many a soul has been 
wrecked upon the sands of unbelief, and 
the rocks of fanaticism, by disregarding 
the instructions of the chart and advice 
of the Pilot. As a counselor He will 
take His seat in our hearts, and we 
govern ourselves with His advice, and 
thus we dwell in him and He in us. 

TAKE heed of any sin; count no sin 
small; and obey every command with 
your might. 

B E N O T C O N F O R M E D T O 
T H I S W O R L D . 

B r BEV. CHARLES HlTDSOir. 

OUR prayer to Almighty God, is :— 
Lord rain a rain of righteousness on all 
this thirsty land. May streams of liv
ing water break out in the desert, and 
the thirsty land become a pool, and 
may salvation, like a river roll, abund
ant, free and clear. I have seen, and 
who could help but see, that the 
Church has been shorn of her strength 
for long years in proportion as she has 
conformed to the world? Let us hear 
what the apostle says, (would to God 
it was written indelibly upon the palms 
of the hands of every Christian,) " Be 
not conformed to this world." And, 
Jesus says, " If ye were of the world, 
the world would love its own; " but 
" because ye are not of the world, 
therefore, the world hateth you." " In 
the world ye shall have tribulation, but 
in Me ye shall have peace; not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you." What 
we need mcffe than steepled ChurcheSj 
to-day, is that old type of salvation 
that will bring us out from the world 
and make us separate. I admit these 
are trying times, and as it has been 
said, " It is an actual engagement that 
tests a soldier.'' May the good Lord 
help us to gird on the whole armor. 
What myriads are forsaking the house 
pf the Lord, joining hands with the 
Devil, and going headlong into the 
world, and, unless they are saved very 
soon, they will take the fatal plunge, 
and sink to rise no more forever. Cast 
your eyes- over the land,^nd what do 
you behold ? Fashionable churches, el
oquent ministers, formal professors, 
sympathizers with the world, engaged 
heart and .hand in lowering the stand
ard of the Gospel. The head grows 
dizzy and the heart faint over this great 
departure from Holy Ghost Religion. 
Well may the man of God exclaim 
with Jeremiah, " 0 that my head were 
waters and mine eyes a fountain of 
tears, that I might weep day and nightfor 
the slain of the daughter of my people." 
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Brethren and sisters, what is to be 
done? God has thrust us out to spread 
Scriptural holiness over these lands. 
What a fearful responsibility is resting 
upon us at this very hour, while Icha
bod is being •written in lî ving charac
ters on hundreds of churches. Let 
all living Christians lift up their voices 
as the sound of mighty thunderings, and 
bow themselves with all their might, 
and cry the sword of the Lord and of 
Gideon; charging on the enemy at the 
same time on the right and left, until 
this Masked Battery of perdition, this 
covenant with death, and agreement 
•with hell, shall fall, and surrender to 
Him whose right it is to reign, and 
victory turn on Zion's side. 

DR. COX ON BEER. 

THERE is " death in the po t" in any
thing and every thiiig else but water. 
Even beer, that has been lauded by 
my profession, is most pernicious to the 
system, I regret, aud have regretted 
a thousand times, that scientific men 
should have made such an announce
ment, behind which erring men, with
out the ability to investigate, have 
taken shelter; and that in consequence, 
men, women and children are drinking 
that which contaminates the system, 
produces a morbid derangement of all 
the glands and tissues, and transmits 
to their progeny a morbidly deranged, 
though finely formed, and sometimes 
an apparently healthy organism." Yet, 
when disease takes hold of the children 
of beer-drinking parents, they • wilt 
down like Jonah's gourd, irrespective 
of the skill of the physician and soli
citude of the parents. I have been aston
ished at the difference presented by the 
same disease in the diildren of beer-
drinking parents, and of those who 
drink water—astonished to see how 
suddenly and easily the former suc
cumb and die, compared with the lat
ter. 

I have had a considerable amount of 
practice in beer-drinking neighbor
hoods, and what I state above are pa

thological facts of thirty years' stand
ing. It is my experience, too, as a 
surgeon, that all diseases belonging to 
that department of my profession, are 
much more difficult of treatment in the 
beer-drinkers than even in whiskey-
topers ; ulcers and sores of any kind 
are more unmanageable ; fractured 
bones do not unite with equal facility; 
and I never saw an incised wound heat 
by what surgeons call the first intention, 
in a beer-drinking subject. * * •» 
When a tendency to plethora exists, 
the beer-imbiber is always in danger ot 
sudden death by apoplexy, or some 
other disease of the brain. 

I have a great desire lo see the glori
ous cause of Temperance take a high 
stand in this world of sin and Sorrow; 
and old and feeble as I am, so intimate
ly do I conceive it to be connected with 
religion, I profess that I am ready to 
spend and be spent in the service. If 
what I have said should be the means 
of redeeming one poor erring brother or 
sister, 1 am paid, and shall praise God 
in eternitv for it. 

THOSE who feel little or none of the 
work of God in their own hearts, are 
not willing to allow that He works in 
others. Many deny the influences of 
God's Spirit, merely because they 
never felt them. This is to make any 
man's experience the same by whn 
the whole Word of God is to be inter
preted ; and consequently to learn no 
more divinity in the Bible, than is found 
in the heart of him who professes to 
explain it.—ADAM CLARK. 

CONSULT duty; not events. We have 
nothing to do but to mind our duty. 
Oh how quiet, as well as holy would 
our lives be, had we learned that single 
lesson. To be careful for nothing, but 
to do our duty, and leave all conse
quences to God !—WESLEY. 

" GREAT peace have they which love 
thy law; and nothing shall offend 
them." Ps. xcix. 
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THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN 
AND GOLDEN EULE. 

B u p p A L o , A P R I L , 1 8 6 2. 

PREACH THE GOSPEL. 

THERE was never more need of plain search
ing Gospel preaching, than at the present 
time. People are not Gospel-hardened. They 
are hungry for the Gospel. "Whenever they 
can hear it preached in its purity, and in dem
onstration of the Spirit and in power, they 
flock in crowds and listen to it •with deep in
terest. 

Bat there ia a great deal preached on Sab
bath days, and in Chriatian pulpita, that ia not 
the Gfospel. Nobody is a'wakened and nobody 
aaved. But few get any definite idea "from the 
aermon they hear of what they may be saved 
from. Some ministers take their text from the 
Bible, and the body of their sermon from the 
newspapers. If there was ever any apology 
&r such a course, there is none now. Every 
body reads the papers. Many read them to 
the neglect of the "Word of God. We have 
heard of a prominent minister, who, after read
ing his sermon to his people, goes home, and 
on Sabbath afternoon reads his daUy; an ex
ample of Sabbath desecration which we fear 
many church members follow, to the neglect 
of their Bible. In the Sanctuary then, tha 
tmtha of the Bible ahould be heard. Let your 
congregations listen to what Gkjd aaya. Hu
man reasoning carries but very little authority 
•with it, and haa, no matter how forcible it may 
be, no power of itself to produce Scriptural 
conviction. Before a man becomes so distresa-
ed on accotmt of his sins that he will eome to 
Christ, a broken-hearted penitent for pardon, 
God must speak to him. No such effect will 
be produced unless your preaching is backed up' 
by "Thus saith the Lord." 

Preach ihe Gospel and not gossip. There is 
no preaching ao utterly worthless as that made 
up mainly of what " I heard somebody say." 
Tou who believe yon are called of God to 
preach, give to the people the pure milk of the 
"Word, and not second-hand conversation. To 
take up a reproach anywhere ia bad enough; 
and it never ought to be done in the ptilpit. 
Sermona dug out of the Bible by earneat prayer | 

can hardly fail of doing good; but thoae com
posed from reports made by busy-bodies and 
evil-speakers will be fraught with mischief. 
Do not shun to declare the whole counael of 
God. Be aa pointed and as plain as the Holy 
Spirit leada you to be, but do not take the 
sword into your own hand. Let thoae whom 
you reprove moat harahly feel that you do it in 
love, and not because you have any antipathy 
towards them. 

TAEKQ EEPEOOP. 

I P you think there haa been any thing wrong 
in the apirit or conduct of one who reproves 
you, do not take ocoaaion to tell him of it while 
you are smarting under hia reproofs. If what 
he tells you is not cUl tme see if there is not 
some truth in it. Proflt by it. "Whether meant 
for your good or not, you may derive good from 
it, if you take it patiently. 

But if you tarn upon him and call hia atten
tion to his own faults neither of you -will be 
very likely to be profited. •Jou will almoat 
inevitably mdulge in a spirit of retaliation; 
and whether you do or not, he will think you 
do, which will amount to about the aame thing 
as far as your doing any good to bim ia con
cerned. « 

Ibr whai glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for 
your faults, ye shall take it patiently t But if, 
when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it pa
tiently, this is aceeptahle with God. 

HUMAN DEPEAVITT. 

"WHAT striking, deplorable proofs of the 
Scriptural doctrine of total depravity doea our 
bleeding country furnish. Brother is arraigned 
againat brother iu deadly atrife. Fields are 
deluged with human blood. Not a neighbor
hood in the land but that aome broken-hearted 
mother is weeping over the untimely death of 
a noble boy who fell upon the battle field, or 
died in hospital among atrangera, from disease 
occaaioned by hia terrible expoanrea. Saya a 
correapondent of the Rooheater Democrat, 
writing from Indianapolia under the date of 
March 11th, upon the " condition of tbe rebel 
privations ": 

" Personal observation alone, can give a true 
idea of the aorrow and aadneaa resulting from 
thia terrible rebelUon. Here in this city, are 
congregated between five and six hundred 
prisoners from Port Donelson and other points. 

A large proportion of these are young men, 
many of them from the "first families," en-
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tirely unfitted by previous training, to endure 
the hardships of the fidd or camp life. "When 
Fort Henry was evacuated; over five thousand 
of the Rebel army fled on foot to Port Donel
son, leaving behind them all their camp equip
age, blankets, etc. They found themselves 
without provisions, dolhing or shelter. Peel
ing obliged to take the shortest route, they 
found directly acrosa their path, lay aeveral 
small streams of water, through which each 
had to wade or awim, as the depth indicated. 
Their clothing was completely wet, and that 
whioh had not been torn from thefr backs waa 
covered with mud. On their arrival at Port 
Donelson, they were ordered into the entrench
ments and rifle pits. Many of theae were filled 
with mud and water. To add to their sorrow, 
snow fell to the depth of several inches. In 
this sad condition, without food or shelter, 
these poor feUows remained an average of four 
daya. The food they were able to get, which 
•was exceedingly Umited, they were unable to 

" cook. The result of thia terrible exposure haa 
developed itself since thefr arrival at this 
place. * 

Almost -without exception, each took cold. 
That has produced a very large amount of 
sickness. Between five and six hundred have 
been taken to the varioua hoapitala prepared 
for them, where every care requisite has been 
given to them by the authorities, physicians, 
nuraea, and stewards. Notwithatandmg all 
eSbrta put forth and kindness shown to them, 
about aeventy have died, and ii ia feared many 
more cannot be cured. On entering either of 
the six hoapitala the ooagh resounda continu
ally, produc'mg diseases of typhoid character, 
the larger portion pneumonia, '^ithin a few 
days the measles have broken otit, and many 
are down with that disease at this time. 

Passing through the roads in the difi[-erent 
hospitals, looking at the poor emaciated forma 
that lie upon the bunks, one cannot restrain 
the tear that comes unbidden. On one bunk 
liea one juat breathing his laat breath, un
known, except that hia, name is Alexander 
Cheanut, from Miaaiaaippi. There he liea 
Edone. A kind nurse cuta off a lock of his 
flaxen hair to tranamit to Atlanta, Miaa. At 
the immature age of sixteen he dies. No 
sooner does he ceaae to breathe than he is re
moved, and another, waiting for a bunk, is 
placed there to die, perhapa Dr. Jameson told 
tbe writer thia day that at Camp Morton over 
one hundred are now -waiting accommodations 
at the hospitals. 

Scenes calculated to move tbe atoutest heart, 
are continually transpiring. Since these poor 
fellows have been here, almost every train of 
cars brings fathers and mothers, siatera and 
brothers, and friends, looking after their kin
dred amongst the prisoners. Governor Morton 
found it absolutely neceasary to suspend all 
intercourse between prisoners, and frienda vis
iting them. Persona have come from Ken-
tuefy, Tenneasee, -?"frginis, and various South

ern States, to look upon those dear to them, 
and been compelled to return without having 
their -wiahea gratified. Col. Owen, in charge 
at Camp Morton, is untiring in his personal 
labors, receiving messages outside the camp, 
and carrying them to prisoners, and returning 
replies. He is a Kentuckian, a brother of 
Robert Dale Owen, who, himaelf quartered 
with a family at Louisville, whioh has a aon a 
prisoner here. The father and mother, persons 
in af&uence, came to see their aon, whom, the 
mother told the writer, "ahe had not seen since 
he joined the army, the Tth of laat July, until 
thia day." Here ahe saw him. Sowt The 
parents sat iii the carriage, sixteen feet from 
the guard houae, into which Col. Owen per
mitted the young man to enter, lift the •win
dow, and talk with them. As the tears rolled 
down that mother's cheek, worda fell from her 
lips, scarcely intelligible. Such a scene I 
never again wish to witness, and-jet thia ia 
only one. Others, piteous beyond description, 
transpire daily in camp and hospital On two 
of the bunks, side by side, a few days since, 
lay two brothers, each expecting to die, yet 
each hoping the other might live! The mes
sages each gave the other to be oohveyed to 
the beloved ones in the Sunny South, were 
calculated to arouse the deepjist^ emotiona. 
Poor brothera. " In Ufe they -^re united and 
in death were not divided." At the head of 
their graves atanda the boars, like acores of 
othera, that, will inform survivors, whioh parcel 
of dust they may remove, should they ever 
deafre to place tbe same in cemeteries near 
their own house. 

Doctors Jameson, Kitchen, Fletcher, Bobba, 
and othera, have been moat aasiduoua in their 
efforta to "heal the aick," and well have they 
Bucceeded. Othera, •with a auperciUoua air of 
self-importance, have also aided in their care. 
Events like these develope men's, character, 
and language unspoken, informs the beholder 
the nature of the reigning spfrit within." 

It is established beyond a doubt, that the 
rebels carry on the war, on thefr part, with all 
the ferocity and barbarity of which human 
nature is capable. The bodies of Union aol-
diers, who fell in the battle of Bull's Bun, 
have been dug up, and thefr bones made into 
ornaments by the savage soldiery. The wild 
Indian haa been marshalled against the North, 
and the scalping knife baa been iised upon the 
dead and wounded. 

V -What ia the cause of all this suffering ? 
"Wbat made men of education and refinement 
disregard their solemn oaths, and plunge thia 
once happy nation into all the untold miseries 
of a civil war ? "What haa reduced the com
mon people of the South to a atate of semi-
barbarism ? "What haa converted fertile plaina 
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into fields of blood, made so many homes deso
late, and taxed coming generations with a 
debt of gigantic proportions ? There can be 
but one answer, SLAVERY HAS DONE THE MS-

CBIBF. It has robbed four millions of human 
beings of thefr God-given rights, and made it 
a crime to teach them to read the bleaaed 
Bible. It haa destroyed the freedom of speech 
and the freedom of the press in one-half of 
this republic. It has corrupted nearly all the 
churches of the land, by ita foul embrace, go
ing unreproved to the communion, aa a very 
saint, though richly meriting the appellation of 
of " the sum of aU villanies," expurgating re
Ugious literature of every sentence that con
demned ita horrid practicea, and controlling the 
uttrancea of the pulpit. It bas invaded the 
halls of congress, dealing ruffianly blows upon 
those who have dared to speak out in behalf 
of down-trodden humanity. It has invaded 
our highest courts of justice and then given 
expression, under judicial forms, to sentiments 
that would have disgraced the moat corrupt 
judgea in the moat corrupt ages of the world. 
And now, at laat, it has plunged the nation 
into a bloody, costly, civil war. 

What stronger proofe of human depravity 
can there be, than the fact that there are found 
among na, here at the North, men who ana-
tain such an inatitution ? Men who attempt 
to turn into ridicule aU efforta to enUghten, 
and improve thoae who have been so long 
trampled under foot I For the slave holder, 
educated amid the blighting influences of 
slavery, and having his property in alavea, there 
ia the poor apology of aelf-interest; but for the 
aympathizer with slavery, Uving amid our free 
inatitations, there is neither apology nor de
fence. The fact that such can be found, at a 
time lUte thie, ia conclusive proof of the doctrine 
of total depravity. Tet some snch there are— 
some in the churches—and one by aome un
accountable means sabacribed one year for the 
Earneat Clunatian. Our only defence is that it 
waa the flrat volume he took; and it is a con
solation that he stoutly objected to taking it 
another year. 

DEDICATION AT GOWAHDA 

The Free Methodist Church at Growanda 
was dedicated to the worahip of God on 
Thuraday, the 13 th inat. The Eev. B. L Ives 
being providentially detained, it fell on us to 

preaeh the dedication sermon. There -was a 
large congregation in attendance, and the meet
ing was oontinaed over tha Sabbath with in
creasing intereat. 

The church edifice is thirty-five feet by six
ty, thoroughly and plainly finiahed; and ia a 
model for its convenience, neatnesa and aim
plioity. Our brethren there were legally en
titled to the church property which they had 
helped pay for: they proposed an equitable 
division, and, as this waa refiised, they were 
compelled to either hold the whole or none; 
ao rather tiian have any atrife, and the iU-feel-
ings it might engender, they voluntarily aur-
rendered thefr claims upon the whole and 
''took joyfuUy the apo'iling of thefr goods." 
"With a great effort on the part of a few indi
viduals, thia attractive, comfortable church has 
been built and furniabed. It was afready 
fiUed with an attentive congregation, aome 
had been saved at ita altar before we left, and 
we trust that there many precioua aouls may 
be bom into the Idngdom of God. 

BKVIVALS. 

Die out without a revival. 
Certainly you will, die the death, no other 

poasible escape; die you must Or if you die 
not at once, disband, become extinct, annihi
lated, out of time, out of date—what is worse 
—you will soon be a corrupt body, barren as 
Saharah'a deaert 1 This ia true of multitudes 
of churches that have a name to live and are 
dead, that have the form of holineas but deny 
the power. There is no other possible way to 
eacape reproach, a biasing, a by-word, but by 
keeping up a revival apfrit conatantly. 

A revival that is a revival of God, fidl of 
faitb, love, and the Holy Spirit pentecostal.— 
A revival that win clear away the rubbish, 
sweep away aU refuges of liea—aoul-purifying, 
aoul-redeetning. A revival that vriU teU con
atantly on the daily walk, do away pride, 
covetousness, idolatry, wiU-worship, intemper
ance, oppression, time-aerving, and man-fearing, 
everything inconsistent -svith Gospel purity, or 
that ia holy, harmless, undefiled and separate 
from sin and ainners. "WiU anything short of 
this meet the emergenciea of the day ? 

Eeader, will you aim directly and immediate
ly for auch a revival, pray for it, labor for it, 
live for it, beUeve for it, unceaaingly, tUl it 
come overpoweringly ? - make Jerusalem a 
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praise in all the earth ? "Without such a revival 
what can we do aa individaals, aa CamiUea, aa 
churches, as communities? 

This is what Chriat came for, auffered for, 
died for, rose for, ascended for, intercedes for, 
strives by his Holy Spirit for. Christ came to 
destroy the works of the devU, aeek and aave 
that which waa lost. Thia pentacostal revival, 
this salvation from all sin, this reatoring the 
Eden loat, waa the aole object of Christ'a mis
sion. " Gro ye into aU the world and preach 
the Gospel to every creature." I t is revivals, 
thepure, •unadulterated, the outpouring of God's 
Spfrit pentecoatally, tbat •wUl scatter to the 
four winds every am, every crying abomination, 
everything contrary to the wiU of God, the 
spirit of the Bible. Revivals in Ireland, and 
in other places where the Holy Spirit has been 
poured out gracioualy, have accomplished this 
glorious work of reform, shut up dram-shops, 
gambUng-houaea, brothels, devU's dens; trans
formed Uons into lamba."" Praise the Lord I 

"Was a revival ever caUed for more loudly 
than now ? "Were backaUdinga ever more gross, 
more general, more perpetual? "What but a 
revival of godlinesa will restore brotherly love. 
Christian union. Christian confidence, bealldis-
senaiona, jealousies, and heartburnings, remove 
evU speaking, gross and scandalous suas, in
temperance, Sabbath-breaking, slaveholding, 
novel-readmg, idolatry in dress and equipage, 
the pride of caste and aristocracy, convince the 
world of an, of righteousness and of judg
ment? 

" We are living—we are dwelling— 
In a grand and awfal time. 

In an age, on ages telling, 
To be living ia wbUne I 

" •Win ye play then, will ye dally 
With yonr music and your wine ? 

Up 1 tt ta Jehovah'a rally I 
G-od'a own arm bath need of tbine! 

*' From the Crimea that man are crushing— 
War's dire CQrse and alarery'a wrong— 

To deliver him now nifihing,— 
Arm thee well; be strong; be strong."—N. 

• The foUowing ia from a couple of young men 
firom this city, who were among the first con
verted afler we came here. God bas sent them 
out to labor; and we trust He wUl keep them 
&ithfiil and humble. 

SARnmiA, Brie Co., March 21, 1862. 
DEAB Bao. ROBERTS:—The Lord is doing a 

gracious work in this part of His moral vine
yard. It ia a little more than two months 
Bines wa came here. Ws cam* whoUy relying . 

on Him who says, "Lo I am vrith you always 
even unto the end of the world." It waa the 
first time we had ever left our homea to labor 
in the vineyard of the Lord; but God had 
given us a love for the aouls of dying men and 
let ua aee thefr dreadful condition while out of 
Christ, exposed to the wrath of God. Having 
opened up the way. He bade us go into His 
•vineyard and labor. "We hesitated over our 
inabiUty some time; but realizmg that when 
our blessed Master was here on the earth and 
looked around, and saw the fields white for the 
harvest, he did not teU His diaciplea to pray 
the Lord to aend for the prophets, or the sons of 
prophets, but laborers into hia harvest And 
so we came, with our trust in God, feeling that 
if anything was done He must do i t 

We labored on for aome time against many 
seeming discouragements. StiU we felt the 
Spirit of the Lord was upon us, and were en
abled to trust Him untU we began to see the 
penitent tear flowing down the cheeks of pro
fessors, though backaUdden in heart And 
then ainnera began to feel thefr condition, and 
turn unto God and aeek the pardon of thefr 
ains. The aight of this greatly encouraged us, 
and enabled us stiU to hold on to Grodfor great 
displays of his power; • ao the work went on 
and is stUl going, some of the most wicked 
men in the neighborhood have been brought 
to bow at the foot of the Cross, "aU glory be 
to Jeaua." 

There have been, as near as we can -tell, 
about twenty-five converted; and a number of 
backsUders reclaimed. And some have re
ceived the blessing of entire hoUnfias and oth
ers are press'mg into this fullness of love. May 
the Lord increaae the number. 

One of the first that sought and obtained 
the salvation of her soul, was a young woman 
who has sfrice died very happy in her Saviour's 
love; she felt whUe on her dying bed she had a 
home beyond the grave, and waa enabled to say: 

" Welcome death, thou end of feara, 
I am prepared to die "— 

and after warning her young frienda that came 
to aee her to flee from the -wrath to oome, and 
meet ber in the skies, 

She meekly leaned ber head on Jesna' breast, 
And breathed her life out sweetly there. 

From Toura in Jesns, 
"W. JACESOH, 
"W. H. NBAL. 
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THE FAMILY CIEOLE. 

BIBLE LNSTRTTCTIONS FOE CHILDEEN. 

ON TEUrKPULNiaS. 

"The worth of truth no tongue can tell, 
Twltl do to boy, but not to sell; 
A large estate the soul hath got. 
Who buys the truth, aud seXia it not. 

" Truth, like a diamond, shines most fiiir. 
More worth than pearls or rubies are, 
More rich than gold OF silver coin, 
O may it always'ln us shlue I 

" O happy they, who in their youth. 
Are brought to know and love the truth; 
for none but those whom trath makea free, 
Can e'er enjoy true liberty." 

PAKENTS, in this number we propose to 
explaui more clearly and definitely, what 
we mean by letting God speak in house
hold disciplme, in training Uttle folka " in the 
way they ahoald go for heaven, glory eternal;" 
what we mean by educating chUdren on Bible 
principles. For instance, are your sona or 
daughters given to falsehood, deceit or pre
varication ? Have they, by any neglect on 
your part, acqufred the vicious habit of d-is-
scmbUng, playing the hypocrite, of deviating 
in the leaat from alrict uniform integrity of 
purpose, speaking the trath in the heart ? Ia 
guUe found in thefr lipa or on thefr tonguea ? 
—take them to the Bible, open God's book, 
show them word for word what tbe Lord saya 
against lying,—how hateful and abominable it 
is in hia sight, what fearfiil puniabments are 
denounced against liaia—that " lying lips are 
an abomination to the Lord—but they that 
deal traly are hia delight" " A false^witness 
shaU not go unpunished, and he that apeaketh 
lies ahaU periah." Point them to the caae of 
Ananias and Sapphfra, the terrible judgment 
of God in atrUdng them dead in a moment for 
telling one Ue, for uttering one falsehood 
Lay your finger on every passage in the Bible 
where God uttera hia anathemas against the 
sin of lying or practicing deceit. Tell your 
ChUdren how mean, how despicable, lying is; 
that liars are classed with the vilest charac
ters, with " the fearful and unbelieving, and 
the abominable, and murderers^ and whore
mongers, and sorcerers, and idolatera,"—and 
•that aU Uars ahall have their part with these, 
" in the lake that bumeth with fire and brim
stone: whioh ia the aecond death." See 

Rev. XX. 8. Fiu-thermore teU your Uttle 
, onea that Satan, the aerpent of aerpenta, " was 
a murderer and a Uar from the beginning, and 
abode not' in the trath; because there was no 
trath in him. "When he speaketh a Ue, he 
apeaketh of his own: for he is a liar and the 
father of it." Jno. viu. 44. 

ChUdren, therefore, and all othera who tell 
lies or play the hypocrite, are chUdren of the 
devU—and, -without repentance, must flnaUy 
take up thefr residence with devUa and apfrita 
damned, where the worm dieth not and the 
fire ia not quenched. 

"For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and 
whoremongera, and mm-derers, and idolaters^ 
and whosoever loveth and maketh a Ue. Rev. 
xxii. 15. 

" A little theft, a small deceit. 
Too often-leads to more; 

'Tia hard at first, but tempts the tset 
As through au open door. 

Just aa the broadest rlveia run 
From small and distant springs. 

The greatest crimes that men have done 
Have grown from little thinga." 

HINTS TO P A R E N T S . 
OS BUBDUISS THE WILL. 

" In every bamas change, the heart 
la but a living lyre. 

Where each Qatce paaslon plays its part 
Upon a separate wire ; 

Bat harsh and wild the tones will be 
While paaaiou round them cUogs; 

It never breathes true melody 
Till God hath touched ita stringB," 

"Why is it, parentB, that so many youths of 
our day, convicted of a'm, of righteousness, and 
of a judgment to come, find it so difBoult to 
submit to the mUd sceptre of King Jesua, resign 
aU into his hands, and receive the blessing of 
the new and everlaating covenant? Thia queg-
Uon ia solved in one word—the truth is they 
have never been made to submit to the earthly 
parent; thefr atubborn wiUa have never been 
aubdued, and made to bow meekly to whole
some parental discipline. Multitudes, doubt
less, go down to hell, through this one omis
sion of the parent 

The -wiU ia the first thing, tbe great thing; 
the aU-important in famUy discipline. Parents, 
have you subdued the wills of your Uttle ones, 
brought them into sweel̂  humble, lamb-Uke 
submission? TUl thia is done,nothing ia done 
to purpose. 

Saya the mother pf John "Wesley,— 
"The first step to &rm the mind of the 
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chUd, is to conquer its wiU. "When once sub
dued, then many indulgences may be safely 
granted." 

How seldom do we aee a person, whose aelf-
wiU was not restrained in chUdhood, becoming 
a Christian 1 " A ch'dd left to himself," not 
only " bringeth his mother to shame," bnt al
most surely brings ruin upon himself. The 
parent who neglects -with love and firmness 
to subdue his chUd, in the language of tbe wise 
man, " hateth his own son; but he that loveth 
him, chaateneth him betimes." 

Submiaaion to parental authority is a pre
parative for submission to God's wUl, whUe 
continual self-indulgence fosters the evU pas
sions of the heart, and strengthens its natural 
enmity to God. 

The mother of a Uttle gfrl who was alwaya 
delicate, and subject to fits on any excitement, 
•was told by physicians to keep her as quiet as 
possible, and never let h»r be creased. But 
instead of producing the desired effect, thia 
course made her peevish, irritable and stub-
bom. After making it a subject of earnest 
prayer, the mother decided to govern her as 
she did the other chUdren. Taking the little 
one upon her knee, she told her of the error 
of the courae ahe had puisued, and that hence
forth ahe must obey or be punished. 

Presently some duty was requfred, but the 
chUd paid no heed to i t Punishment foUow
ed, bat StiU the Uttie will held out It was 
repeated, -with no better success. Again was 
the trial made, the mother's heart crying to 
God for strength and guidance. At laat the 
little offender •was completely aubdued, and 
became a most obedient, loving child. Once 
at midnight she waked her mother with the 
entreaty, "Oh, mamma, pray for me; I am 
auch a great sinner I " It was not long before 
she gave good evidence that ahe waa " bom 
again." That mother Uved to hear her aay, 
wU;h pallid Upa, " I thank you, mamma, for 
punishing me that day. If you had not, I 
should have died in my sins, and gone to heU; 
but now I feel that my sins are forgiven, and I 
am going to Jesua." 

Parent, wiU yoa not heed the lesson ? But 
never puniah a ohUd wben you cannot pray 
at the aame time for God to bleas the chastise
ment. A punishment given in anger wiU do 
mora harm than good. '' Chasten thy gon 

whde there is hope, and let not tby aoul spare 
for his crying." Prov. xix. 18. 

" FooUshness ia bound up in tbe heart of a -
ohUd; but the rod of correction shall drive i^ 
far from him." 

GOOD ^IGNS AND BAD SIGNS... 

A WOBD TO PABEKTS AHD CBILDBEK. 

" Just as the twig is bent ihe tree's inclined." 

Solomon said, many centuries ago,—" even 
a child ia known by hia doings, whether hia 
work be pure, and •whether it be right" 

Some people seem to think that chUdren 
have no character at all. On the contrary, an 
observing eye aeea in theae young creatures 
the signs of what they will be for life. 

"When I see a boy in haste to spend every 
penny as soon as be gets it, I think it a sign 
that he wUl be a spendthrift. 

"When I see a boy hoarding up hia pennies, 
and uuwUUng to part with them for any good 
purpoae, I think it a sign that he •wiU be a 
miser. 

When-I see a boy or girl always looking 
out for him or herself, and disliking to sliare 
good thinga with others, I think it a sign that 
tbe child wUl grow up a very selfish person. 

"When I see boya and gfrls often quarreling, 
I think it a sign that they wiU be violent and 
hateful men and women. 

"When I see a Uttle boy wUling to taste 
atrong drink and tobacco, I think it a sign 
that he wUl be a drankard and a sot 

"When I see a boy who never attends to the 
servicea of reUgion, I think it a aign that he 
w"ill be a profane and profligate man. 

"When I see a cbUd obedient to his parents, 
I think it a aign of great future bleaaing from 
hia heavenly Parent 

And though great changes sometimes take 
place la the character, yet, as a general mlo, 
these signs do not faU. 

"Better ia the poor tbat walketh in his 
uprightneas, than he that ia perverse in his 
ways, though he be rich." Prov. xxviii. 6. 

" There Is a path that leada to God; 
Ail others ;:o aatray; 

Narrow, but pleasant, is the road, 
And CariadaoB love tbe way. 

It leada straight through this world of sin; 
And dangers mnst be paaaed; 

But those who boldly wait therein, 
ShaU oome to heaven at last." 


