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ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION. 

BY MRS. M. H . FR E E L AND. 

"AND the very Grod of peace sancti
fy you wholly; and I pray God your 
whole spirit, and soul, and body, he 
preserved blameless unto the coming 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is 
He that calleth you, who also will do 
it." I. Thes. V. 23, 24. 

The doctrine of entire sanctification 
is one that stands out in bold relief 
throughout the divine record. It needs 
but eyes enlightened by the Holy 
Ghost to perceive this chain of gold 
extending from Genesis to Revelations. 
God is holy; and whatever partakes of 
his nature must be alike pure from 
moral defilement. Man was created 
in the image of God—consequently 
holy; sin obliterated this glorious like
ness of Deity, stamping its own de
formed visage in its place. Jesus died 
to redeem man from the thraldom of 
sin and restore the divine image to his 
soul. That, '-where sin abounded, 
grace might much more abound." He 
came that we might have life, and that 
we might have it more abundantly. 
"Wherefore, he is able to save even 
to the uttermost all that come unto 
God by him, seeing he ever liveth to 
make intercession for them." His 
name shall be called Jesus, "For he 
shall save his people from their sins.", 
These are but a few of the many scrip
tural expressions that clearly point out 
the entireness of the salvation wrought 
out for us by the sufferings and death 
of the blessed Saviour. 

But, more definitely, what are we to 
understand by entire sanctification ? 

5 

In answer to this question we re
mark, it is not synonymous with entire 
consecration, though the term sancti
fication is repeatedly used in its literal 
signification, meaning simply to conse
crate; but as used in the passage of 
scripture, quoted at the commencement 
of this article, it means something 
more than the act of consecration on 
our part. The apostle prays for God 
to do something, viz: sanctify wholly 
the Thessalonian brethren. Entire 
consecration is the act of the creature; 
entire sanetification, the act of the 
Creator. Abraham's oifering was con
secrated when laid upon the haUowied 
altar according to divine appointmem, 
but not sanctified until the fire de9^ 
cended and consumed it. So it is with 
all offerings. It is God that sancti
fieth. 

Neither is entire sanctification one 
and the same with regeneration. Re
generation is a change of relation be
tween the soul and God, by which we 
are enabled to say "Abba, Father;" 
entire sanctification, a change of the 
state or condition of the soul from im
pure to pure—all moral defilement be
ing removed and the divine image per
fectly restored to the soul. 

To be sanctified wholly is to be whol
ly saved from the indwelling ot sin, 
with all its defilement. A truly justi
fied soul is saved from the condemna
tion and dominion of sin, but not from 
its indwelling or defilement. Thus we 
see the clear distinction between the 
two states of grace. In justification, 
the graces of the spirit are implanted 
in the soul, but the antagonistic ele
ments that formerly reigned there su
preme are not removed, only subjected 
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to the reign of grace. Entire sanc
tification removes the root of bitterness 
that ever and anon "eprmg up and 
trouble the simply justified soul. This 
being the character of entire sanctifica
tion, we readily see the necessity of 
this work being wrought in the hearts 
of all believers. As the seeds of dis
ease in the physical system of a child 
are continually being developed to a 
greater or leas extent, hindering its 
growth and proper development; so 
the seeds of sin in the heart of a child 
ot God hinder their proguess in the di
vine life, and the rapid development 
of the Christian graces. "Were this 
blessed state of soul enjoyed as God 
designs it should be, by all adult be
lievers, there would be a power in 
the Christian Church that none could 
gainsay or resist, only to their own 
eternal damnation. Young converts 
would go forward and grow in grace. 
There woidd not be such lamentable 
seasons of declension in religious inter
est, but like the evergrowing verdure 
of the torrid zone, revivals would be 
continuous. " Blessed is the man that 
trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope 
the Lord is. For he shall be as a tree 
planted by the waters and that spread-
eth out her roots by the river, and 
shall not see when heat cometh, but her 
leaf shall be green: tad shall not be 
carefiil in the year of drought, neither 
shall cease from yielding fruit." Ah, 
what would be the moral power of the 
Church of God filled with such men ? 

Wake up brother I wake up aiater. 
Seek, oh seek thia holy state!" 

This is not an ideal thing, but the 
actual experience of many who now 
live, and of many more who have gone 
before to join the blood-washed com
pany. Reader, will you help to swell 
the innumerable company of the fully 
redeemed ones who come up through 
great tribulation, having washed their 
robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb ? May God enable 
you at once to place your little all a 
•willing sacrifice at Jesus' feet, and look 
for the sanctifying fire of the Holy 

Ghost to descend and consume the sac
rifice. It will come, only believe, and 
soon the very God of peace will sanc
tify you wholly, for " Faithful is he 
that calleth you, who also will do it." 
Glory to his name forever ! 

G E N T E E L R E L I G I O N . 

THERE is not'only to be found in the 
religious world, a solid, substantial, con
sistent, and devoted character, but 
there is also what may be termed, a pret
ty genteel sort of evangelism, which too 
well combines with the luxurious ease 
and partial acquisecence of the world 
and th* flesh, not to say the devil also. 
But such evangelism wUl not prepare 
the soul for sickness, death, and eter
nity, or will at best, leave it a prey to 
the most fearful doubts, or stiU more 
to be feared, the delusions of false 
peace. The way that leads to eternal 
life is much more narrow than many" 
of our modern professors are aware 
of; the gate is too strait to allow 
all their trifling, and self-will, and fas
tidiousness, and carnal-mindedness, to 
pass through it. The Gospel is a sys
tem of self-denial. Its dictates teach 
us to strip ourselves^ that we may 
clothe others : they leave us hungry, 
that we may have wherevrith to feed 
others; and send us barefooted among 
the thorns of this world, rather than 
silver shod, •with mincing steps, to 
walk at our ease amongst its snares. 
When our Lord was asked, " are there 
few that shall be saved 1" he answered 
neither yes or no, but said, " strive to 
enter in at the strait ga te ; " and this 
word "s t r ive" might be translated 
"agonize." Beware of belonging to 
that class ingeniously called "Border
ers." Choose whom ye will serve, and 
take care not to prefer Baal. Ask 
yourself every night what portion of 
the past day have I given to God, to 
Christ, to devotion, to improvement, 
to benevolent exertion, to efiectual 
growth in grace. Weep for the defici
encies you therein discover, and pray 
for pardon and brighter progress.— 
LEIGH RICHMOND. 
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THE MOTHER'S DREAM. 

"And I will give him the mornipg star." Eev. 11.23. 

Methoughc once more to my •wishful eye 
My beautiful boy had come; 

My sorrow waa gone, my cheek waa dry, 
And gladneaa around my home. 

I saw the form of my dear lost child; 
All kindled with life he came; 

And he spake in his own sweet voice, and 
smiled. 

As soon as I called his name. 

The garb he wore looked heavenly white 
Aa the feathery snow comea dovrn: 

And warm, aa it shone in the softened light 
That fell fi-om his dazzling crown. 

His eye was bright with a joy serene. 
His cheek with a deathless bloom. 

That only the eye of my soul hath aeen, 
"When looking beyond the tomb. 

The odor of flowers from the thornlesa land, 
•Where we deem that our blest ones are, 

Seemed borne in his skirts; and his soft right 
band 

"Was holding a radiant star. 

His feeti unshod, looked tender and fair, 
Aa the lily's opening bell, 

Half vailed in a cloud of glory, as there 
Around hun in folds it fell. 

I asked him how he was dothed anew,— 
"Who circled his head with light,— 

And whence he returned to meet my view. 
So calm and heavenly bright. 

I aaked him where he had been so long, 
Away from bis mother's care,— 

Again to sing me his infant song. 
And to kneel by my side in prayer. 

He said, " Sweet mother, the song I sing 
Is not for an earthly ear: 

I touch the harp with a golden atring 
For the boats of heaven to hear. 

" It waa but a gently fleeting breath, 
That severed tby chUd from thee I 

The fearful shadow, in time, called Death, 
Hath ministered life to me. 

" My voice in an angel choir I lift. 
And high are the notes we raise; 

I hold the sign of a priceless gift, 
And the Giver, who hath our praise. 

" 'The bright and morning star' is he, 
"Who biingeth eternal day; 

And, mother, he giveth himself to thee, 
'To lighten thine earthly way. 

" The race is short to a peacefiil goal, 
And He is never afar, 

Who saith of the wise, untiring soul, 
' I wiU give him the morning star.' 

" Thy measure of Jare for me ivas filled. 
And pure to its crystal top; 

For Faith, with a ateady eye, distilled 
And numbered every drop. 

" •While thou wast teaching my lips to move, 
And my heart to rise in prayer, 

I learned the way to a world above: 
The home of thy child is there I 

" The secret prayers thou didst make for me, 
•Which only thy God hath known, 

Arose, Uke sweet incense, holy and free, 
And gathered around his throne. 

" My robe waa filled with the perfume sweet, 
To shed upon this world's air, 

As I joyful knelt, at my Saviour's feet, 
For the glorioua crown I wear, 

"In that bright, blissful world of ours, 
The waters of life I drink: 

Behold my feet, aa they've pressed the flowers 
That grow by the fotmtain's brink! 

" No thorn is hidden to wound me there: 
There's nothing of chill or blight. 

Or sighing to blend with the balmy air,— 
No aorrow,—no pain,—no night!" 

" No parting ? " I aaked, in a burst of joy: 
And the lovely illnaion broke; 

My rapture had banished my beautifiil boy,— 
To a shadowy void I apoke I 

But, oh! that star of the mom still gleams, 
"With light to direct my feet, 

"Where, when I have done with my earthly 
dreams, 

Tbe mother and child may neet 



72 THE EAENEST OHBISTIA» AND GOLDEN BULE. 

CAPT. BALL'S EXPERIENCE. 

I was at work one afternoon in my 
garden, when a visitor entered, and ap
proached so silently that he stood with
in a few feet of me before I was aware 
of his presence. 

" You appear to be very busy this 
afternoon," he said, calling my name. 

I looked up, and was not a little as
tonished to see standing before me 
with an embarassed air, one of the 
most worldly-minded and irreverent 
characters in the village, i 

" Yes, CapUin Ball/' I answered, " I 
. was giving these young pea-vines some
thing to climb upon." 

" And very busy thinking also." 
" Yes, neighbor; I was thinking 

how much we are like these pea-vines. 
How much we need something to 
climb upon.- A spiritual Stafi" to lift 
us above the tangle of worldliness." 

" Mr. Rainsford," said the visitor in 
a choked voice, " I—I am trying to find 
such a stafi"." 

" My brother! " I exclaimed, full of 
sympathy and joy, " there is but one 
stafi"; that Christ planted for us. We 
may all rest upon Him as a pillar of 
support, and love and truth. You have 
not far to seek — you have only to 
reach out the tendrils of your heart in 
aspiration and faith,'and thej-' will 
clasp it. The command is ' repent and 
believe.'" 

He was a middle aged man, whose 
hair had grown early gray with world
ly cares; whose eyes were unaccus
tomed to tears, and it was afi'eoting to 
see that hard face soften, and melt at 
last almost to weeping as he grasped 
my hand. 

" I have had a strange experience," 
he said, recovering himselfj but still 
speaking with much emotion. " It be
gan about three weeks ago. I had 
lately been making very good trades, 
and one night as I was riding home, 
reckoning on my gains, and feeling a 
pride and triiimph in the start I had 
got in the world by my own shrewd
ness and exertions—it was starlight 
and very still—I could scarcely hear a 

noise but the field crickets, and the 
tramp of my horse on the dark road, 
when suddenly a voice said, ' What 
shall it profit a" man if he gain the 
whole world and lose his own soul ? " 

" Was it actually a voice ? " I ques
tioned as he hesitated. 

" No, I knew it wasn't at the time. It 
was, I have no doubt, in my own mind. 
But the expression was just as distinct 
and unexpected as if it had been spo
ken by some person in my ear. The 
words I probably learned when I was 
a child, but had forgotten them, and 
had to look in the Bible afterwards to 
see if they were there. I found them, 
and found a good many things besides, 
which seemed to have been intended 
expressly for me, to break up entirely 
my way of life, and trouble all my. 
calculations. The thing has been a 
working ever since, and 1 can't stop its 
working. I have come to the conclu
sion that I must be a diflferent man, 
and live for a difi'erent purpose; and I 
have come to talk with you about it." 

Having commenced giving the Cap
tain's story as he related it, I sh^l 
continue it in his own words; as well as 
I can remember them. The reader, 
however must imagine several weeks 
to have elapsed since my first conver
sation with him, the scene to be chang
ed for an evening meeting, where the 
Captain, after a long struggle with him
self, got up to state his experience. 

" I went to talk with the minister," 
he continued, after having astonished 
many others as mueh as he had me 
with the repetition of the above nar
rative. " 1 wanted to get into the 
Church, where I thought I should be 
safe. I had no conception of repent
ance and a change of heart. I sup
posed our pastor would commence 
questioning me about doctrines, and so 
forth, to let me know what I would 
have to understand and believe before 
I could become a chureh member. But 
he didn't take any such course. He 
made me go into the house, and sit 
down in his study, when he talked 
with me a long time about the b.'essed-
ness of religion, and its value above 
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all things in.this world, independently 
of its rewards hereafter. Then he said : 

"Captain Ball, do you know the first 
thing requisite to be done, if you would 
be a Christian?" 

« I did not know." 
« The Christian life, the life of a 

faithful follower of Jesus Christ," said 
he, " can be founded only upon repent
ance. Now it is easy to say we repent 
of sins, and even to think we repent, 
but the only repentance that is worth 
anything is an active repentance—by 
which I mean, not only sorrow for sin, 
and an earnest desire to avoid it in fu
ture—but one that goes to work, and 
seeks as far as it is in his power, to make 
amends for every w r̂ong we have ever 
done. Is there a person in the world 
Captain Ball, who can look you in the 
face, and say you have wronged him?" 

" He knew my weak point," added 
the captain." 

" I meant, however, to confess some
thing which I supposed was known to 
everybody who knows me—my horse 
trade with Peter Simmons, last spring." 

" Did you wrong Peter ? " said the 
minister. 

" I shaved him a little," said I. 
" How much ? " said he. « Tell me 

honestly what you think." 
" I let him have a ring-boned and 

wind-broken nag that I had physicked 
up to look pretty gay—worth, for ac
tual service, not over ten dollars, and 
got in return a sound steady beast, 
worth sixty dollars, and twenty-five 
dollars to boot. So, I honestly think," 
said he," that I shaved him out of sev
enty-five dollars." 

" And with seventy-five dollars in 
your possession belonging to poor Pet
er Simmons, do you think you can 
commence a life of Christian purity ? 
Do you think that Christ will hear your 
prayers for pardon?" said the minister. 

" I said something about a trade is a 
trade, and they must look out for them
selves when they sv^ap horses—but he 
cut me short." 

" Your own soul," said he ," will not 
admit the excuses which your selfish
ness invents.". 

"But the rule you apply," said 1 
" will cut ofi" the heads of church-
members as well as mine. There's 
Deacon Rich, he trades horses, and 
shaves when he can." 

"No excuse," said he, "whose head 
is cut off", no matter what Deacon Rich 
does. You have to deal with your 
own soul, and with your Lord. And I 
tell you, whether you are out of the 
Church or in it, a single dollar which 
you have unjustly or knowingly taken 
from any man, without rendering him 
its full value to the best of your abili
ty—a single dollar, I say, will be like 
a mill-stone hung upon your neck, to 
sink your soul and body into the sea 
of spiritual death." 

" I couldn't stand that. The Spirit 
of God used these words with terrible 
eff"ect upon my heart. The truth spok
en by the pastor appealed to my under
standing with irresistible power. I 
went away, but I could'nt rest. So I 
took seventy-five dollars, and went to 
Peter and paid h im; making him 
promise not to tell anybody, for I was 
ashamed to have it known that I was 
conscience-stricken and paid back mo
ney. Then I went to the minister and 
told him what I had done. He didn't 
praise me, as I thought he would.— 
He took it as a matter of course, and 
no more merit in me than it was to 
wash my hands before I sit down to 
supper. On the contrary he seemed 
to suspect that my hands were not 
cleao yet. He wanted to know if I 
had wronged anybody else besides 
Peter. I tried to say no, but my con
science wouldn't let me. I could have 
told a plumper lie than that once, 
without flinching ; yes, and flattered 
my own heart to believe the lie. I was 
discouraged, I felt bitterly disheart
ened. It was indeed, so much harder 
being a Christian than I had supposed, 
that I had regretted going to talk with 
the minister at all. Like the young 
man who had great possessions, I was 
on the point of going away sorrowful. 
But my heart burned within me and I 
was forced to speak.' 

" In the way of business," said I, "no 
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doubt I have taken advantage here and 
there, as everybody does—as church-
members themselves do when they can." 

" What everybody does is no rule 
for you and me. Captain Ball," said the 
minister. 

" I t is to be Christians in the fullest 
sense—not simply to be church mem
bers—that we must strive with all our 
hearts. The fact of being in the fold 
does not make the lamb; there are 
wolves in the fold, alas ! but 'we are 
by no means justified in doing as the 
wolves do, even when they appear in 
sheep's clothing." 

I felt the rebuke. " Well," said I, 
"there is Deacon Rich. I think he 
paid me a note twice. The first time 
he paid it, we were transacting other 
business, and by some mistake the note 
wasn't destroyed. I found it among 
my papers afterwards. I was a good 
deal excited, and lay awake more than 
one night thinking what I ought to do 
about it. The deacon was a hard man, 
I considered, and took advantage of 
people when he could. He-had.driven 
more than one hard bargain with me." 

The deacon, who was present and 
heard these allusions to himself, winc
ed and coughed uneasily. Captain 
Ball went on without appearing to 
mind him. 

"So," said I to the minister, " I 
concluded I would serve the deacon 
as he would probably have served me 
under similiar circumstances. I kept 
the note by me a good whUe, and 
when I thought the particulars of our 
settlement had slipped his mind, I said 
to him one day, maybe he would like 
to take up that note which had been 
due a considerable time. He was sur
prised—looked e.iccited and angry— 
said he had paid it, and held out stout
ly for a while; but there was the note. 
There was no proof that it had ever 
been paid, and finally he took his 
pocket-book, and,with some pretty hard 
words, paid it over again with interest." 

" And now," said the minister," what 
are you going to do about it ? " 

" I suppose," said I, " the money 
must be paid back." 

" So I went to the deacon next day, 
told him that on reflection I was con
vinced he was right and I was wrong 
about the payment of the note, and 
returned him the liioney—one hundred 
and thirty dollars—a good deal to his 
astonishment." 

The deacon coughed and wiped his 
forehead. 

" I hoped then all was right,"contin
ued Captain Ball. 

" I tried to satisfy my conscience 
that it was all. But I was afraid to 
go back to the minister, he has such a 
way of stirring up the conscience and 
finding mud at the bot tom, when we 
flatter ourselves that, because it is out 
of sight, there is no impurity there. 
And I knew that, as long as I dreaded 
to see the minister, sdmething must be 
wrong; and on looking carefully into 
my heart, I found the little matter of 
a mortgage, which I had foreclosed on 
a poor man, and got away his farm, 
when he had no suspicion but I would 
give him time to, redeem it. By that 
means I had got into my posession pro
perty worth two thousand dollars, for 
which I did not actually pay, and for 
which Isaac Dorr never actually real
ized more than half that amount. But 
the proceeding was entirely legal, and 
I tried to excuse myself. But my 
awakened conscience kept saying. 

" ' You have taken a poor man's 
land without giving him a just return; 
the law of God condemns you, although 
the law of man sanctions the wrong. 
You shall have no peace of soul— 
your heart will burn you—until with 
justice you wipe out your own injus
tice to him and to others whom you 
have wronged.' 

"Against the decree of my con
science I rebelled a long time. It was 
hard for me to lose a thousand doUars, 
together with the interest due from the 
time the mortgage was foreclosed; and 
it was like taking a portion of my life 
to be obliged to substraet so much 
money from my gains, and give it to 
a man who had no legal claim upon 
me. I groaned and mourned over it 
in secret, and tried to pray, but that 
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mortgage came right up between my 
prayer and God, and heaven looked 
dark and frowning through it. At 
last I could not resist the appeals of 
conscience any longer, and went again 
to the minister, told him my troubles, 
and asked him what I should do." 

" ' There is a simple test,' said he, 
' D o you love your neighbor as your
self? If you do, you will be just to 
him, if it takes from you the last dollar 
you have in the world.' " 

" That was a terrible sentence—I 
went out staggering from it as if I had 
received a blow." 

'^' O, God ! ' I said ' how can I be a 
Christian.'" 

"But I had help beyond myself, 
otherwise I could never have ended 
that struggle. I knelt before God, and 
solemnly vowed for his sake, for the 
sake of his pardon and love, I would 
not only do justly to the poor man I 
had -wronged, but would give up, if 
need be, all I had in the world, so that 
I might find peace in him. A strange, 
soothing influence came over my soul, 
and a voice seemed to say, ' Though 
you lose all, you have God and Christ; 
and the blessings of a heart pure and 
at peace shall be left you—^the best 
and only source of happiness and life.' 
And in the solemn night time, after I 
gave up the struggle, that comfort 
came to me, so great and precious, 
that I felt willing, if it would only stay 
with me, to accept poverty and go in
to the world poor and despised, hug
ging that priceless blessing in my heart. 
The next day I felt as light as if I had 
wings. Nothing could keepmie from 
going to see Isaac Dorr, with a couple 
of hundred dollars in my pocket, and 
a note for the remainder of what I 
owed him." 

" Well," said the narrator, with tears 
running down his cheeks, " I only wish 
that every person here could have seen 
the Dorr family, when I visited them, 
and made known my errand. Poor 
Isaac had grown quite discouraged, and 
had just made up his mind to quit his 
wife and children, and go to California. 
His children were crying, and his wife 

was in the extremity of distress and 
despair. She received me a great deal 
better than I anticipated; ' I had acted 
according to law,' she said, ' and Isaac 
careless and improvident, was greatly 
to blame.'" 

' Yes,' said Isaac, with the firmness 
of a desperate man, ' it was a savage 
game you played on me, but I was a 
fool ever to get into debt as I did, and 
then fancy that any one would not 
take the advantage when the law per
mits it. I am ruined in consequence; 
and here you see this woman and these 
babies'— 

The poor fellow broke down as he 
looked at them, and cried like a child. 

" ' Isaac,' said I, as soon as I could 
speak, ' I have come to show you that 
a man can be honorable even when the 
law don't compel him to \e . I want 
to do right, Isaac, because God com
mands it, and I have come to tell you 
that you needn't leave your wife and 
babies yet, unless you prefer.' 

" ' Prefer to go off" into a strange 
country, and leave them here to suffer!' 
he cried, and he caught the children in 
his arms, and wrung his wife's hand, 
and sobbed as if his heart would break. 

" Then I counted out the money I 
had brought, and explained what I in
tended to do, and gave him the note, 
and such surprise and kindness I never 
saw. They would all have kissed my 
feet if I would have let them. It seem
ed to me as if heaven had opened then 
and there—and it was opened in my 
heart, with such a flood of light and 
joy as I had never experienced or 
thought possible before. 

" My friends," added the captain, his 
once hard voice now almost as mellow 
as a woman's, his cheeks still moist 
with tears, " I have been constrained 
to make this confession; I thank you 
for listening to it. The minister tells 
me a man may be a church member, 
and not a Christian. I mean to be a 
Christian first, and I fail "— 

He could proceed no further, but sat 
down -with an emotion more effective 
than any words. 

I have nothing to add to this narra-
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tive, except that he became a chureh 
member, and that his example of 
thorough repentance, of child-like faith 
in Christ, and of vigorous, practical, 
every-day righteousness, elevated many 
degrees the standard of Christianity 
among the people. 

TRUTH IS OUR ELEVATOR. 

BY MRS. MARY A. SHEPARDSON. 

IN order to the highest develop
ment of man, his soul must be opera
ted upon by religious truth. 

Triith is the mind's necessary ali
ment, and when embraced it expands 
and disciplines its powers. 

Surroundings, in the abstract how
ever propitious, possess no latent power 
to ennobl&man, and if confined to the 
sublunary his thoughts would be of the 
earth, earthy, a depressing weight would 
dwell upon all the faculties. There 
would be no aspiring to the light, no 
piercing beyond the sepulchre. Oh, 
how unlike the one who feels and knows 
himself to be the offspring of infinite 
mind—allied to the very throne, destin
ed to immortality and eternal advance
ment, where every aspiration is climb
ing and yet he climbs. There is certain
ly a secret here. It is a hidden spiritual 
seed germinating, unfolding, bursting 
into flowers of intense beauty and 
sweetaess,' and at ithe .same time 
laden' with ripenec^ and delicious 
fruits.^ \ 

Ho îv every faculty points above, 
where shining worlds and myriad hosts 
are bedecked with the unsurpassed 
grandeurs of their God. Oh, the soul 
of man, when thus impregnated with 
the truth pf his relationship "to the 
Deity, is a wondrous power, wearying 
not in its research for divine foot-prints 
and when baffled, still advances with 
the encouraging assurance — " what 
thou knowest not now, thou shalt know 
hereafter." Again he plunges, and 
with the Holy Ghost for his director 
he conceives of no terminus. In his 
progress he' enters a cloud of thick 
darkness, unwearied and unstifled, (with 

reposing confidence in his guide,) he 
penetrates its intensity and exclaims, 

" Darkness shows me worlds of light 
I never saw by day." 

In all creation he beholds lieauty 
and grandeur, for his heart now beats 
in unison with the great l am, and loves 
to respond, " Thy will be done." As 
he that loveth not, knoweth not God, 
for God is love; so in proportion to 
the measure of this spirit possessed, 
is the increasing gravitation of the soul 
towards God. 

For we all, with open face behold
ing as in a glass the glory of the Lord, 
are changed into the same image from 
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit 
of the Lord. Possessing scripture 
measure, he now finds the numerous 
fibres of his heart loosened apd, torn 
from their exotic entwinings^ and he 
stands alone in.unveiledXunlight, •with 
each tendril directed to the source 
whence true light and nourishment 
emanate. Thus he advances, with his 
eye on things above and every faculty 
in employ, following the Holy Spirit 
into all truth. In his onward course 
many huge monsters appear in his 
way, but the Spirit within has taught 
him to know no fear, and advancing, 
each obstacle becomes but a round in 
the ladder of his ascension. 

Oh, how heart-sickening the thought 
that the lesson has been so rarely 
learned; that whatsoever things are 
true, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever 
things are pure, whatsoever things are 
lovely, whatsoever things are of good 
report, are founded upon no other 
basis than religious truth, which is the 
word of God. 

Sister, brother man,here is the crystal 
fouQt which alone can quench thy thirst. 

Make haste! Come hither and par
take of the water of life freely, that 
thy soul may be pardoned—washed 
from its stains, and made white in the 
blood of the Lamb. 

Still may thy soul with holy zeal 
Pursue its upward way. 

Undaunted by the storms of life" 
Enter the port of day. 
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RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE OF 
MRS. LUCINDA SPENCER. 

IN Sept., 1860,1 attended the Wes
leyan Conference, at Wheaton, 111., and 
met many faces radiant with the love 
of God. I heard much said in relation 
to holiness of heart and an entire con
secration. I attended a little prayer-
meeting—the burthen of the meeting 
seemed to be Holiness to the Lord. 
Each seemed to breathe out the pray
er, " Lord create in me a clean heart." 
I felt a desire to know the length and 
breadth of Christian love. As I spoke 
in relation to myself, I observed that I 
knew of nothing that I had kept back. 
Bro. Roberts replied, with a scrutiniz
ing look, " Sister, have you given your 
voice io God ? " How those words 
went to my heart; I never had thought 
of such a thing. On my return to 
Bro. Barker's, I received some good 
instructions from sister Barker. Also, 
a Bro. Shepardson, taught me in the 
way as I had never been taught before. 
I was led to give up item by item un
til all was on the altar, and self had to 
be bound on the cross. As I was pass
ing through the crucible, the Bro. says, 
"Let her die : " and as I went with him, 
on bended kuees, to the cross, oh how 
the light shone into my poor heart! 
Oh how I praise God for that interview 
with his servant. On my return to 
the chapel, as I took my seat, I picked 
up a Wesleyan Hymn Book, and 
opened to these words, "Thou God 
that answereth by fire," 386th hymn, 
and on that Conference floor, before 
all that brilliant talent, I felt impressed 
to read that hymn. Oh how it ex
pressed my feelings, and how Jesus 
blessed my soul. As I returned home, 
how that light shone around my path
way; wheiT I spoke of it, I called it 
light. I had some burdens to bear, 
but I cast them on the Lord and he 
sustained me. I lived in this way un
til a few weeks before the Diamond 
Lake camp-meeting, commencing June 
13th, 1861. I begun to stumble at the 
unfaithfulness of preachers. Thought 

I, can it be possible that God sends 
them forth while their minds seem to 
be absorbed with everything else more 
than with saving souls—more ready to 
discuss doctrine than point sinners to 
the Lamb of Go4.that taketh away the 
sin of the world. Looking at them 
and indulging in a wrong spirit I neg
lected to look to Christ, and, oh what 
gross darkness gathered 'round my 
soul! What cold infidel thoughts 
brooded my mind, and still I did not 
give them utterance. At the camp-
meeting I found myself praying that 
the thoughts of my heart might be for
given me. I believe God answered my 
prayer, and the gentle influence of His 
Spirit surrounded me again, and I felt 
that same calm and heavenly-minded-
ness that I had previously. But when 
I went to the Rosco Camp, July 2d, 
and heard them shout and sing, I 
thought they must possess something 
more than I ever attained, and I began 
to measure myself by them. We 
gathered in Bro. Smith's tent for pray
er. I kept a little back of the rest, but 
oh how I wished my tongue^ere un
loose^ to sing the praises of God! I 
looked on as the meeting progressed. 
As I went to our own tent my feelings 
grew calm. I was willing to be just, 
as God wanted me to be. In the morn
ing, I remarked that I was not one of 
the shouting kind, but would content 
myself to set under their eaves and 
catch the drippings, and silently praise 
God with them; but that morning, in 
the family prayer-meeting, unexpected
ly, I felt such a groaning to be deliver
ed from th'is body of sin as caused me 
to open my mouth wide, and' God 
filled i t ; and such a glory in the soul 
I never felt before. I just cried. Glory ! 
Glory be to God! In that moment I 
was willing to be a fool for Christ's 
sake. Anything, so my ways please 
God. From that time on, what a set
tling down into His will I have felt, 
aud oh how it rejoiced my heart to . 
know that His blood cleanses from all 
sin. Praise ye the Lord. Praise the 
Lord, oh my soul; while I live will 1 
praise the Lord. 

<^^=^:z::^Eai^m 
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" G A T H E R UP T H E FRAG
M E N T S T H A T R E M A I N 
T H A T N O T H I N G B E 
L O S T . " 

BT BEV. HIRAM MOORE. 

HAVING felt deeply impressed for 
months to write some of my religious 
experience, I now comply with my 
convictions of duty. In the year 1813 
under the labor of Rev. Gideon Laning, 
I was convinced of my Ipst and sinful 
state. In February, 1814, brother 
Laning formed the first class in Ham
burg, Erie Co., N. Y., of which I had 
any personal knowledge, at the house 
of Michael Miller. I joined as a seek
er of religion and was never formally 
admitted into the Church. I was a 
weak, stammering, timid youth, in my 
19th year. I lived at the halves, or did 
not half live, for I did not pray in the 
prayer meetings for a number of 
months, and then not until I was urged 
to it by a brother who knelt at my 
side. I then opened my mouth, utter
ed a few broken sentences, was greatly 
mortified and ashamed of my perform
ance and thought I would never try to 
pray again in puHic. But after a few 
weeks I made another trial, and finally 
kept on trying until ' I got my shack
les off, and now I bless God that I ever 
learneid to pray. In the year 1815, 
Robert Minshall, of blessed memory, 
was our pastor. He preached the 
doctrine of holiness or Christian per
fection, and urged the attainment of the 
blessing upon all the members of the 
Church, and encouraged them to press 
into the kingdom. I was soon con-
•victed for the blessing. Myself and 
two others set out in earnest to seek 
the blessing of a clean heart; In 
my day book I find a few lines on 
record, the substance of which I here 
transcribe. Sunday, September 24th, 
1815,̂  at a quarterly meeting held 
in the town of Clarance, in love-feast 
God blessed me powerfully ; I went 
to this meeting weighed down un
der heavy trials^had a hard strug

gle to get free, and poured out my 
heart to God in earnest prayer. God 
heard and answered, for at the close of 
the love-feast the slaying power came. 
The like 1 had never seen or felt before, 
for I had never seen any one fall under 
what is called the power. I felt it as 
plain and as sensibly as I ever felt an 
electric shock. It streamed through 
my whole soul and body, for I even 
felt it to the ends of my fingers, and I 
fell under the mighty weight of the 
presence and glory of God. Thursday, 
October 5th, 1815, brother Minshall 
preached at Henry Clark's, Hamburgh. 
The power of the Lord fell upon me 
again; my hands were fastened so that 
I could not open them for some time. 
I lost my strength so that I was unable 
to sit up. Sunday,.^May 19th, 1816, 
the Lord sanctifiCTTmy soul. I receiv
ed the blessing at the house of Michael 
Miller, the samC house where God con
verted or justified me. I had been 
praying for the blessing—was greatly 
blessed—was sheeting glory to God, 
when it was impressed npon my mind 
that God had sanctified my soul. I 
could not disbelieve, and yet I hardly 
dared to believe, but was so happy 
through the night that I slept but little. 
I was very happy day and night most 
of the time until the Thursday prayer 
meeting. Before the meeting it was. 
powerfully impressed upon my mind 
to tell what God had done for me, but 
by reasoning with the tempter I con
cluded to hold my peace and say noth
ing about it. At once the light of his 
countenance was withdrawn, the Spirit 
was grieved. I was fearful that I had 
lost the blessing. I confessed my fault, 
promised the Lord that if he would 
forgive me, and give me again the peace 
and happiness that I had lost, I would 
testify to all, both saint and sinner, 
what God had done for me. I request
ed my brethren to pray fOr me. I fell 
upon my knees, looked to God by faith, 
the blessing soon came;. my former 
j^pace returned, I arose, paid my vow, 
and never doubted more." It was 
within the limits of this year, 1816, on 
one particular occasion, that God spoke 
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very encouraging words of promise to 
my soul. I saw no visible form, I 
heard no words with the outward ear, 
yet the conviction or impression was 
deep and abiding. It has never worn 
off", and is as clear now, in 1862, as it 
was in 1-816. If God, manifest in the 
flesh, had stood near me, and had I 
known tbat fact, and had 1 heard Him, 
speak and utter in plain and distinct 
words, what was at that time so deeply 
impressed upon my mind, 1 think that 
it would not have had any greater or 
more lasting effect. The information 
or promise to which I refer was in 
substance as follows: Thou shalt live 
to see a great and glorious work of 
God among men before thou shalt be 
called hence. The impression made 
upon my mind was that the work here 
referred to would exceed in power and 
glory anything that I had ever witnes
sed. Some may ask, had you no mis
givings or doubts whether or no this 
impression was direct and immediately 
from God ? I answer. No: The cir
cumstances and eflfects were such that 
I eould not doubt. I lived some 41 or 
42 years, I think, without naming the 
subject to any one, or before I had any 
light direct from God on the subject. 
Yet during those forty long years the 
subject often occurred to my mind, 
particularly when sick nigh unto death, 
and once or twice given -iip by most of 
my friends to die. Then the subject 
would rush upon my mind in this form, 
" You have not seen the promise that 
God made to you fulfilled yet." This 
would enable me to believe that God 
would surely raise me up again, and 
so it was. In January, 1858, for a few 
days, I attended a protracted meeting 
at West Falls. The meeting was car
ried on by the Rev. Wm. C. Kendall 
of bl'essed memory, assisted by Rev. 
Levi Wood. There I witnessed a 
powerful work of God, far beyond any
thing that I have ever seen. More than 
once did brother KendaU propose this 
question to me, " Do you endorse this 
as a genuine work of God ? I answered 
without hesitation, " I do." I put up 
at the parsouf^e, and there in their 

morning family prayer meetings, I 
witnessed more of the divine presence 
and glory, than I had ever seen or felt 
before. Our circle numbered five or six 
generally, at these special prayer meet
ings. Such wrestling with God for 
the salvation of sinners, such a firm 
hold on the promises by faith, I never 
witnessed before. In one of those 
meetings God spake to me again in 
power, and informed me that the prom
ise which he made to me more than 
forty years before, was now being ful
filled. This is the substance of the 
divine communication. "This is the 
commencement of that powerful and 
glorious work of which I spake to thee 
more than forty years ago." At that 
announcement I had such a realizing 
sense of the divine presence and glory, 
and was so overwhelmed with the 
same, that I could not refrain from 
speaking. Therefore I cried out in the 
simplicity of my heart and with niy 
soul filled with glory," I am not a pro
phet or the son of a prophet, yet God 
said to me more than forty years ago, 
that I should live to see a great and 
glorious work of God among men be
fore I should be called hence, and now 
he tells me this is the beginning of 
that great and glorious work." We 
were then all of one heart and mind; 
and my heart is yet in sympathy with 
that praying band, all of whom still 
live save brother Kendall, and\he yet 
lives in our aflfections, and will while 
reason maintains its throne. I have 
not lived one day since that blessed 
scene without having the witness of 
perfect love or full salvation: bless the 
Lord ! I love religion that has glory to 
God in it. HALLELUJAH ! Jesus, the 
Conqueror reigns! " His name shall 
be ealled Jesus for he shall save his 
people from their sins." God is mine 
and I am his. I can sing now with a 
glad heart, and free as I did four years 
ago with brother Kendall, 

"My life, my blood I here present. 
If for thy truth they may be spent: 
All hail reproach, and welcome shame. 
Only thy terrors, IiOrd, restrain." 

I have been a member of the Meth-
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odist Episcopal Church some forty-sev
en or eight years, but that union, as 
far as membership is concerned, is now 
dissolved. I shall ask for and seek a 
home in the Free Methodist Church, as 
soon as may be, where I feel at home, 
and where my sympathies have been 
ever since their church organization, 
and, indeed, ever since I formed a per
sonal acquaintance with that persecuted 
people, for I have seen and enjoyed 
much of the salvation of God among 
them. That 1 should identify myself 
with this people will not seem strange 
to any unprejudiced person, after re
ceiving the information which they 
may soon obtain by a little pains-tak
ing. That I should obey God rather 
than man, will not give offence to the 
humble and contrite ones.—Hamburgh, 
N . Y., Feb. 3, 1862. 

C O N S I S T E N C Y . 

BY. MBS. E. GREENE. 

ARE we, as Christians, consistent with 
our profession ? We profess to have 
received a new heart filled with new 
desires, new hopes, new joys; we pro
fess to be separate from the world, and 
to be saved from the love of it, from 
all conformity to it, from the love of 
its applause, and 'the fear of its re
proach. We profess to be saved from 
sin, its pollution, its stain, from all its 
infection. Well all this is right, for 
this is professing no more than the 
word of truth enjoins upon us: this is 
consistent Bible profession. But let us 
be thorough in the examination of our 
ô wn hearts. If our desires are all new, 
they are tending toward heavenly 
things, upward, upwards they will 
mount, and refuse to be satiated with 
earthly good. If we are consistent, 
there will be deadness to the worId,'not 
recklessness, nor insensitiveness, for 
we shall be keenly awake to all the de
vices of Satan,but our souls wiU be kept 
hidden in the cleft of the rock, and we 
shall have victory over the world, the 
flesh, and the Devil. But are there 
not too many that profess to be saved. 

from the love of the world and its 
maxims, that are afraid to lift up one 
word against it ? They even crouch 
to the opinion of the milliner or man-
tua maker, fearing they will think 
them whimsical, too particular, odd, or 
without taste; there they yield just a 
little, and ponder, and strive to quiet 
the stirrings of conscience, and thus al
most imperceptibly sacrifice the prin
ciple of consistency. Do we never see 
persons, who seem to get powerfully 
blessed, in class or prayer meeting on 
the Sabbath, when perhaps the little 
annoyances of the following washing 
day will entirely throw them out of 
that happy state ? They yield to im
patience and fretfulness, and their 
peace is all gone. O consistency! 
where art thou ? O come and adorn the 
heart of every earnest Christian ! We 
want a religion of consistency, not one 
that shouts arid sings in meetings alone; 
but one that glows, and warms, and 
burns in the heart, preparing us for 
little duties, home duties, neighbor
hood kindnesses, soft words of love to 
the down-trodden: one that binds up 
the broken, and keeps that which is 
lame from being turned out of the way. 
Do not some go to the anxious seat to 
be prayed for, and receive, they say, 
a new blessing, but they are no sweet
er in their spirit, no softer in their 
mould, no more filled with yearning 
of soul for the salvation of men, no 
more sensitive to the approach of sin, 
no more self-denying, no more self-
sacrificing, no more religious in the 
family, and as far as we can see, no 
better Bible Christians than before? 
Now what kind of a blessing is it that 
increases our ardency but does not in
crease our love in the same ratio 1 O 
let our love, long suffering, forbearance, 
be increased, with every blessing, then 
our religion will be; one of Bible sym
metry and consistency. 

About food and raiment we take no 
thought. Our heavenly Father know
eth that we need these things and he 
will provide. 
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C O N S E C R A T I O N . 
BY B E V . A. F . C 0 R R Y . 

To consecrate, theologically consid
ered, is to set apart to the service of 
God. 

This is done officially, as setting 
apart persons, buildings and vessels to 
sacred use. 

The act of consecration is not, how
ever, confined to persons occupying 
official positions. It may and ought to 
be performed by every person as an 
individual aet. 

To this latter unoflacial sense I in
tend to confine my thoughts in this 
article. 

We hold it to be the duty of every 
individual to consecrate himself with 
all he is, and all he hopes to be, and 
all he has, and all over which he ex
erts any control, to the full extent of 
that control to the service of God. 
This duty rests on a threefold obliga
tion. 

First, that of obedience to divine 
authority. God requires it. Lev. xi. 
77. " I am the Lord your God, ye 
shall therefore sanctify yourselves and 
ye shall be holy." Sanctify, in this 
passage, means " to set apart," " to 
consecrate." Rom. xii. 1, " Present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service." Col. iii. 17, "And 
whatsoever ye do in word or deed do 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus." 
This involves a consecration so com
plete and entire, that you are to regard 
yourself as absolutely possessing noth
ing, not even your self. When all 
belongs to God by a solemn act of 
consecration, then, and only then, may 
all properly be done and said in his 
name and to his glory. 

The second obligation to consecrate 
is based on the principle of justice. 
God is the rightful proprietor of all 
creatures and things. He has a right 
to them for this very good reason. He 
made them. Moreover he claims 
them. " The world is mine and 
the fullness thereof." Whatever be

longs to God he has a right to use. 
Hence, common honesty requires of 
you to set apart at once all to God's 
service. If you fail to do it you rob 
your maker, you are guilty of a breach 
of trust, you are a criminal before God 
and man. Then add to the right of 
creation the right of redemption. You 
are not your own ; " you are bought 
with a price;" you are the purchase of 
the blood of Jesus. How sacred is 
the claim of Jehovah ! How doubly 
wicked and deserving of punishment 
is every one that fails to acknowledge 
that claim by a full consecration of SH 
to Him. >.. 

Third, we are bound by the sacred 
obligations of gratitude to make the 
off"ering. And truly God has placed 
us under the highest possible obliga
tions in this regard. W e are fallen by 
nature—have no right or title to any
thing good—are deserving only of pun
ishment, yet rich and without number 
are the blessings that we have received 
at his hand. All that renders life de
sirable is a gift of his grace. How 
came it to pass that you are not an 
idiot or a poor, helpless, deformed ob
ject of charity ? It is thy God that 
made thee to differ. Call to remem
brance, as best you can, your temporal 
blessings. Great is the amount of en
joyment you have derived from them. 
Indescribable would have been the pain 
and sufi"ering you must have endured 
without them. Are you under no ob
ligations to Go4J Is there no debt of 
gratitude here ? But add to this the 
richer, incomprehensible, boundless 
manifestations of the love and grace of 
God in the redemption of thy soull 
Thou wast a poor, hopeless sinner, 
trembling and faint under thy load of 
guilt, just ready to fall into the fiery 
vortex of hell, to endure the burning of 
its unquenchable flames—the gnawing 
of its undying worm—just ready to 
begin the ceaseless wail of the damn
ed ! Thy sins had dug an impassable 
gulf between thee and every good. 
Nay more, they were as spires of steel 
ascending to the throne of God, ready 
to catch the. lightnings of his wrath and 
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convey them down on your guUty 
head. But to what matchless grace 
thy offended God is moved with com
passion. He gives his son a ransom 
for thy soul. Jesus comes to thy res
cue. He places those spires on his 
sinless breast, and receives the chas
tisement of your sins in his own person. 
He bridges the impassable gulf with 
his lifeless corpse. You pass over and 
stand to-day on probationary ground. 
The blood of cleansing is provided—a 
free pardon offered—the Holy Ghost 
given. God invites. Heaven with all 
of its everlasting beatitudes is offered 
on the easy terms of the gospel. Does 
not gratitude loudly demand the offer
ing ? If you are capable of the exer
cise of this noble virtue you will at 
once make the entire consecration, and 
then regret that you have no more to 
give. Your language will be— 

•Were the whole realm of nature mine 
It were a present far too smaU; 

Love so amazing, so di'vine 
Demands my heart, my life, my all. 

HOME WORK—HEART WORK. 

BY n . F. NEWTON. 

BEGIN at home, do your first works, 
set your own house in order, reform 
yourself, your household, your child
ren, your servants. Practice what 
you preach, while you preach. No 
man is prepared to reform others until 

, he is reformed himself, sets an ex
ample of Gospel order, purity and 
simplicity. Some desire the ofiice of 
an editor, a preacher, a missionary to 
foreign lands ; while it is evident those 
very persons, desiring these offices of 
high responsibility, are entirely unfit 
for any service of the kind. They lack 
the first elements of christian reform
ers, the spirit of Christ, humility, meek
ness, love; entire consecratedness to 
God's service, holy boldness. More
over, they have very little gift of ex
pression, very little natural genius, 
and no adaptation for such a work. 
Saya an eminent •writer touching this 

point, " I have constantly and frequent
ly to say, "My dear brother, be con
secrated to Christ in your daily call
ing ; do not seek to take a spiritual 
office, but spiritualize your common 
office. Why, the cobbler can con
secrate his lapstone, while many a min
ister has desecrated his pulpit. The 
plowman can put his hand to the plow 
in as holy a manner as ever did minis
ter to the sacramental bread. In deal
ing with your ribbons and your gro
ceries, in handling your bricks and 
your jack-planes, you can be as truly 
priests to God as were those who slew 
bullocks, and burned them with the 
holy fire, in the days of yore. This 
old fact needs to be brought out again. 
We do not so much want great preach
ers, as good, upright traders; it is not 
so much deacons and elders we long 
for, as it is to have men who are dea
cons for Christ ih common life, and 
are really elders of the church in their 
common conversation. Sirs, Christ 
did not come into the -world to take all 
fishermen from their nets, though he 
did take some; nor to call all publi
cans from the receipt of custom, 
though he did call one; he did not 
come to make every Martha into a 
Mary, though he did bless a Martha 
and a Mary too. He would have you 
to be housewives still; be sisters of 
mercy in your own habitations. He 
would have you be traders, buyers and 
sellers, •workers and toilers still ; for 
the end of Christianity is not to make 
preachers, but to make holy men; the 
preacher is but the tool; he may be 
sometimes but the scaffold of the 
house; but ye are God's husbandry; 
ye are God's building; ye, in your 
common acts and common deeds, are 
they who are to serve God." 

"He that goeth forth with weeping. 
Bearing still the precious seed, 

Never tiring, never sleeping. 
All hia labor ahall succeed. 

Then -wiU fall the rain of Heaven, 
Then the aun of mercy shine, 

Precious fruits -will then be given, 
Through an influence all divine." 
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MY RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE. 

BY MBS. SARAH BEACH. 

I WAS brought up by religious pa
rents. When about fourteen years old 
I attended, a protracted meeting. The 
Lord was' there in convicting power. 
I felt very much the need of religion: 
the Holy Spirit was striving with me. 
When the invitation was given for 
seekers to come forward, my father 
came to me and asked me if I would 
not go. He said that my mother was 
in heaven, and he inquired if I did not 
want to go there too. This sent an 
arrow deep into my already wounded 
soul. But my stubborn heart was too 
proud to yield to that gentle Spirit. 
After I reached home that night, I felt 
very bad, but was not ready to give 
my heart to God. I promised the 
Lord that, if ever I was in such a meet
ing again, and felt the same convictions, 
I would get religion. The moment I 
made this promise the Spirit left me. 
Little did I realize what I was doing. 
From that time I began to grow hard. 
When I attended such meetings I would 
think of the promise I had made, and 
begin to look for the same convictions, 
but they did not come. 

At the age of seventeen I was mar
ried, and moved to Illinois. There I 
lived in the society of professors of 
religion, attended their meetings and 
sewing circles, but all that four years 
there was not one word spoken to me 
on the subject of religion or the wel
fare of my soul. At times the Spirit 
would strive with me and I would feel 
as though I wanted religion. At length 
a young preacher, a man of God, came 
into the neighborhood and began hold
ing meetings in the church that we 
generally attended. He talked as the 
Spirit gave utterance. The truth reach
ed my heart—my old promise came 
to mind, and I began to look for the 
same feelings. Every night the truth 
came closer—it seemed to be all for 
me. One night the preacher remarked 
" that if any one had once had strong 
conviction and had grieved away the 

Spirit, they need not look for the same 
feeling again, for they would not get 
it, but it was enough to know that we 
were sinners in the sight of God." I 
thought that meant me. I concluded 
if they gave an opportunity I would 
go forward and get religion. The op
portunity was given, and I started. 
Every step 1 took toward the altar the 
worse I felt. I succeeded in getting 
there, and sank powerless on the floor. 
My heart seemed to be so wicked that 
it was not fit to offer to the Lord. I 
groaned, cried and tried to make my
self better, but soon found that I got 
no better. I was then enabled to ex
claim, " Here, Lord, I give myself 
away, 'Tis all that I can do." My faith 
though weak, then grasped the prom
ise, " Believe that ye receive it and ye 
shall have it." Just then a sweet, 
calm peace filled my soul. This was 
diflferent from what I had expected, and 
I was somewhat confused, but it was 
all made clear in a short time. In a 
few days there was another man of 
God sent for. He held up the doctrine 
of holiness, preached very plain, and 
made it very clear to the minds of his 
hearers. My heart was drawn out after 
this blessing — my convictions were 
very clear, but the enemy suggested to 
me that this blessing was not for any 
one so soon after they were converted. 
The young preacher went home •with 
us one night. The next morning I 
ventured to tell him that I would like 
to have the blessing of perfect love. 
His answer was," Well, it is for you." 
O, what a thrill of joy ran through my 
soul, to think that so great a blessing 
was for me. I saw such beauties in it. 
That day he led me through the conse
cration. I willingly, nay gladly, laid 
all upon the altar, for the world and 
the things of the world looked small to 
me, when compared with this blessing. 
I felt that all was given and Christ re
ceived. My faith laid hold of the 
promise, but I was not satisfied yet. 
I went to meeting that night, and when 
they called for seekers to come forward;-
I arose and went. I had not been there 
but a few minutes,when the Lord Jesus 
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met me, and filled my soul unutterably 
fiill of glory and of God. The house 
seemed filled with an unearthly light. 
I •was awe-struck. I found that the 
blessing did as mueh, yea far more, 
than I had anticipated. Thanks be to 
God for the untold riches of redeenj-
ing grace.—Ogle, III. 

T H E T E M P L E . 

BY S. H. LOWE. 

"FAMiLiARiry breedsi contempt."— 
The child accustomed to squalid scenes 
fh)m infancy, will tread with awe the 
gorgeous parlors of a merchant-
prince ; but as the scenes of its new 
home 'become familiar, we see it romp 
where once it hardly dared to gaze. 
Sacred places lose their sanctity, and 
consequently their influence, by the in
trusion of worldly thoughts, and the 
atmosphere which is hallowed week 
after week by the voice of God's min
isters and the presence of the Father, 
feels the impression of worldly conver
sation as sensitively, as the tender con
science of a Christian does the ap
proach of sin. If this be true, how 
much is to be regretted the increasing 
tendency to the admittance within 
many of the Churches of our land, of 
societies and parties of a worldly na
ture. This world is by man dedicated 
to the service of Satan. The mammon 
worshipper in the halls of commerce 
thinks and says nothing of his priceless 
soul; the pleasure seeker in the thea
tre or ball-room desires not to hear 
anything of the pleasures of serving 
God; any intrusions of this kind are 
demurred at and objected to by the 
worldling. How much more sensitive 
should the child of God be, concerning 
the invasion" of worldly language and 
sports upon the sacred spot dedicated 
by solemn and impressive ceremonies 
to the worship of his Heavenly Father. 

As memory brings the fondly cher
ished scenes of childhood like a pano-. 
rama before my mental vision, there is 
one, at least, around which clings a 
sacred awe—a hallowed influence, felt 

only in connection with those spots 
where the Deity especially dwells. In 
that consecrated building, th.e irreverent 
seldom entered except to hear the Gos
pel proclaimed; and if I chanced to 
enter it alone, I stepped lightly through 
the broad aisle, or gazed timidly into 
the pulpit, sincerely believing that 
nolle but holy men ever entered there. 

Alas ! Time is a disenehanter. 
'Very different from this must be the 
feelings of'those who from childhood 
have been accustomed to hearing and 
seeing within their Churches acts and 
words which should never be heard 
and seen in any place more sacred 
than a concert hall. The senseless jest 
and sacrilegious joke are successfiil 
rivals of prayer and praise in God's 
own house, and frequently some inter
esting couple may be seen enjoying a 
refuge from the sallies of their friendly 
tormentors where none but the watch
men of Zion should enter. What 
would the dedicator of one of these 
Churches have thought as he stood 
with out-spread hands and a devout 
heart, setting apart Jhe pulpit, the 
aisles, the seats and all that appertains 
to the buUding, to the service of our 
Creator, could he have had a view of 
the scenes that would be there enacted 
in after years ? 

Rest assured. Christian, God will 
never prosper your Church spiritually, 
so long as singing schools, donation 
visits, oyster parties, festivals, with aU 
their worldly influence are allowed 
within His Temple. Sinners should 
feel as they enter His courts, that they 
tread upon holy ground; that they are 
leaving the world behind them ; then 
could you hopefully pray, 

" Within these walls let heavenly peace 
And holy love and concord dweU! 

Here give the burdened conacience ease, 
And here the wounded spirit heal," 

" Ne'er let thy glory hence depart; 
Tet choose not, lord, this shrine alone, 

Thy Spirit dwell in every heart, 
In every bosom fix thy throne." 

Kendall, Jan. ISth, 1862. 

GLORY be to Jesus. 
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FAITH A N D W O R K S . 

BY' ELIZABETH E. BEATY. 

" B U T wUt thou know, O vain man, 
that faith without works is dead." 
James ii. 20. 

Happy would it be for the church 
and for the world if the above text of 
Scripture, with others of like import, 
had been more frequently the subject 
of pulpit discourses. Ministers of the 
Gospel seldom, if ever, preach from this 
text—refer to it or read the chapter 
containing it in the public congregation. 
In fact, they seem to avoid coming in 
contact with the sentiment expressed 
in this language of an apostle. But it 
is read, pondered upon, and understood 
by the great mass of thinking men and 
women, who are not unfrequently heard 
repeating it in the ear of some who 
had rather hear nothing about it. Min
isters preach about faith, read chapters 
from the Bible to the congregation 
having a direct bearing upon the sub
ject of faith, apparently with the great
est satisfaction; in fact, they never ap
pear to get into their favorite element 
until they are descanting upon faith. 
It is true that a living faith cannot be 
too highly estimated, nor can there be 
too mueh stress placed upon it, since 
from it flows every act of goodness, 
but the speaking of faith in general 
terms, as though there were no ^stinc-
tion between a living and a dead faith, 
is calculated to befog and mislead hon
est, minds, and thus to increase the 
amount of scepticism and infidelity 
that is in the world. It is showa by 
the plainest declarations of God's 
word, both in the Old and New Testa
ment Scriptures, that faith and works 
are joined together; yet, in this, as in 
many other things, what God has join
ed together man has put asunder. The 
times demand something more than 
exhortations—merely io believe. " How 
can ye believe," says Christ, " who re
ceive honor one of a,nother." From 
which it is inferred that there are cer
tain conditions to be met in order to 
exercise a saving faith. It might be 

6 

said with great propriety to the people 
of this time—how can ye believe who 
are unwilling to obey—who keep back 
part of the price, choosing rather to 
enjoy the pleasure of the world than 
to su3"er affliction with the people of 
God, thus reversing the rule by which 
Moses, God's ancient servant, was gov
erned. "When the people came to John 
the Baptist, inquiring of him what 
they should do, he gave them to imder
stand there was something for them to 
do besides believe. He bade them 
bring forth fruits meet for repentance, 
addressing them in a manner that, were 
he now living, would subject him to 
the charge of a want of charity. So, 
now, ought ministers of Jesus Christ 
to talk to the people. In their work 
of saving souls let them plainly and 
emphatically declare what is to 'be ex
pected of those who believe. In this 
way would the axe be laid at the root 
of aU sin—pro-slavery ism, pride,world-
liness, in a word selfishness in all its 
forms, would be driven from the 
Church. 

The secret of John Wesley's suo-
eesss and usefulness may be found in 
the &ct that he was, in an eminent de
gree, zealous of good works, sho"wing 
through the whole of his life, by pre
cept and example, the importance he 
attached to the same. While he was 
an unwavering believer in the doctrine 
of justification by faith, and lived in 
the daily comfort of that belief, yet 
by his works was his faith perfected. • 
He was a practical Christian—a moral
ist and philanthropist, as well as a pro
fessor of the religion of Christ. His 
self-denial, his care for the poor, his 
deadness to the world, is a standing 
rebuke to Christians of the present day, 
especiaUy to those who profess to be 
his followers. This doing the whole 
will of God inspired him with confi
dence in the fulfilment of his promises. 
He had victorious faith, because he was 
conscious of having fiilly met the con
ditions upon which such a faith is bas
ed. They who please God in all things 
are universaUy honored with a strong 
and vigorous faith. The fact that faith 
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is kept alive, strengthened and matur
ed by good works, clearly shows the 
necessity of urging this consideration 
upon every one in the strongest man
ner. This dwelling continually upon 
faith, and this ignoring good works, is 
one of the most dangerous and damna
ble heresies to which the Church is ex
posed and of which she is guUty. 
What a harvest of sin and moral cor
ruption is being reaped from this here
sy. As the result of it, the Church is 
flooded with ungodly professors of re
ligion, haters of the light, of whom it 
may be said, the publicans and harlots 
shall enter the kingdom of Heaven be
fore them. Entrenched behind forms 
and ceremonies of religion, they rest 
secure, and most likely will never be 
awakened out of their sleep till, like 
the foolish •virgin, they begin to knock 
and are refused an entrance into life. 
Christian brother—sister—would you 
have "a good foundation laid •up against 
the time to come," " be ye doers of the 
word and not hearers only, deceiving 
j o u r own selves." Would you have 
the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, abide 
•with you both day and night, obey God 
in everything. Would you have the 
faith ot a Wesley or Fletcher, walk by 
the same rule and mind the same 
things which they did—follow them as 
they followed Chrisf, and the joy and 
holy communion which was theirs will 
be yours.—Mt. Vernon, Iowa. 

M I N I S T E R I A L P R I D E . 

ONE of our most heinous and pal
pable sins is pride. A sin this which 
has too much interest in the best, but 
is more hateful and inexcusable in us 
than in any; yet it is so prevalent in 
some of us, that it indites our discour
ses, it chooses our company, it forms 
our countenances, it puts the acceats 
and emphasis upon our words ; when 
we reason, it is the determiner and ex-
dter of our cogitations ; it fills some 
men's minds •with aspiring desires and 
designs; it possesses them with en-
•rious and bitter thoughts against those 
who stand in their light, or by any 

means eclipse their glory, or hinder the 
progress of their idolized reputation. 
What a constant companion, what a 
tyrannical commander; what a sly, 
subtle, and insinuating enemy is pride ! 
It goes with men to the draper, the 
mercer, and the tailor; it chooses them 
their cloth, their trimming, and their 
fashion, and dresses them in the morn
ing. Fewer ministers would follow 
the fashion in hair and habit, were it 
not for the influence of this imperious 
vice: and I would that were a l l ; but, 
alas, how frequently does it go with us 
to our studies, and there sit with us, 
and do our work ! How often does it 
choose our subject, and our words and 
ornaments t God 'bids us be as plain as 
we can, that we may inform the igno
rant ; and as convincing and serious as 
we can, in order to melt and change un
changed hearts: but pride stands by 
aud contradicts'all. It puts in toys 
and trifles, and under pretense of laud
able ornaments, dishonors our sermons 
with childish conceits. It takes off the 
edge and life of all our teaching, under 
pretense of filing off the roughness and 
superfluity. If we have a plain and 
cutting passage, it throws it away as 
rustical or ungraceful; when God char
ges us to deal with men as for their 
lives, and beseech them with all the ear
nestness we are able, this cursed sin con 
trols all, and condemns the holy com
mands of God, calls our most necessary 
duty madness, and says to us, "what, 
•will you make people think you are 
mad; wiU you make them say you rage 
or rave; cannot you speak soberly and 
moHerately ?" Thus does pride make 
many men's sermons; and what pride 
makes, the devil makes; and what ser
mons the devil will rnake, and to 
what end, we may easily conjecture. 
Though the matter be of God, yet if 
the dress, and manner, and end be 
from Satan, we have no great reason to 
expect success.—BAXTER. 

HITHERTO the spectacle has been: 
not the church converting the world: 
but the world converting the church.— 
JENBIYN. 
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. SUFFERING WITH CHRIST. 

BY MARIETTE TINKHAM. 

The more we know of God, the more 
we understand the depravity of our 
nature. W e need to "die daily" to keep 
self in subjection to the Divine •wiU. 
The will of the creature is what des
troys the soul, and yet without it we 
are nothing. It will either prove our 
salvation or damnation. When Jesus 
undertakes for us, we may resist or 
submit to the scourgings from Him that 
doeth " all things weU." 

I would not murmer, while being 
chastened, but would gladly kiss the 
hand that inflicts the blow, kno^wing that 
our Jesus cannot err, and that His 
children shall suffer with Him, if they 
would reign with Him. God's promises 
are " yea and amen." His grace is suf
ficient. Were it not for sore trials, 
the flesh would glory. By this we are 
brought to see our nothingness, and that 
out of Christ we can do nothing. 

" 'What though my alirinking fleah complain. 
And murmur to contend, so long ; 

I rise Buperior to my pain. 
"When I am weak then I am strong. 

And when my all of strength ahall fail, 
I ahall with the God-man prevail." 

The greater the abUities and the 
stronger the wiU, the more severe will 
be the trials. As in the case of an obsti
nate chUd, some would rather be damn
ed than yield. 

Our Lord was set at nought, and His 
disciples were scattered, gloomy and 
disconsolate as He was smitten and 
crucified, for they trusted that it was He 
that would have redeemed Israel, and 
for a small moment their hopes were 
blighted, for they understand not His 
sayings. The sons and daughter's of 
the Lord Almighty will suffer as much 
as the creature is able to bear, and their 
suffering will compareaccordingto their 
strength with those of the blessed Jesus. 

There will be a time in the history 
of all of Christ's chosen ones when they 
wUl be led to cry "If it be possible, let 
this cup pass from me," and if they 
meekly say "Thy will be done," they 

wiU henceforward be less known by the 
world; and will be more precious to 
"God than the apple of His eye." 
Never until we have suffered with the 
Lamb of God, can we duly appreciate 
the value of-'his blood. Jesus had 
many followers, when He was applaud
ed with hosannas, and He was blessed 
in their sight as long as glory and re
nown accompanied Him ; but when all 
manner of evil was spoken of Him, and 
the most extreme reproach, even to the 
considering Him of the same class of 
His company on the cross, the one that 
was most certain He would not deny 
Him, soon found that only in the 
strength of the Almighty could he stand. 
When the weight and pressure of the 
cruel multitude with their swords, staves 
and torches, were pressing the innocent 
to the cross; and when raised to the 
gaze of the world by the mocking ones, 
Jesus amidst it aU, with the sweetness 
of a Redeemer, forgave them, they in 
th.e meanwhile wagging their heads, 
glorying in themselves that such was 
His end, and that He would be no more 
a troubler in Israel. To all appearances 
Jesus with His disciples had come to 
naught, and they it appears thought 
peace was again to reign in their bor
ders and they would resume their wor
ship and continue in the old dispen
sation. I rejoice that our Jesus was 
born in a manger, that the poor and be
reaved ones might not feel delicate to 
make their requests known unto Him. 
Heaven willbe mostly composed of 
the poor, for the love of money the 
greater portion wUl be lost, lost; " To 
them that overcome, will I grant to sit 
down with me in the kingdom of our 
LQrd." 

Glory be to God, I am learning how 
to overcome, because I listen to the 
voice of my Shepherd and will lie pas
sive by His grace. His angels will keep 
me, if, in every emergency, I calmly 
say " Thy wUl be done." 

SmuiNa substances need no other 
evidence of thgir existence than their 
o"wn radiance. 
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AN ADMONITION TO PASTORS 

AND TEACHERS. 

III 

li 

IF all who laboured for the conver
sion ot others, were to introduce them 
immediately into prayer and the interi
or life, and make it their main design to 
gain and win over the heart, number
less as well as permanent conversions 
would certainly ensue. On the con
trary, few and transient fruits must at
tend that labour which is confined to 
outward matters; such*as burdening 
the disciple with a thousand precepts 
for external exercises, instead of leav
ing the soul te Christ by the occupation 
of the heart in him. 

If ministers were solicitous thus to 
instruct their parishioners, shepherds, 
while they watched their flocks, might 
have the spirit of the primitive Chris
tian, and the husbandman at the plow 
maintain a blessed intercourse with his 
God: the manufacturer, while he ex
hausts his outward man with labour, 
•would be renewed in internal strength: 
and every species of vice would shortly 
disappear, and every parishioner be
come a true follower of the Good 
Shepherd. 

O when once the heart is gained, 
how easily is all moral evil corrected! 
it is, therefore, thiit God, above all 
things requires the heart. It is the 
conquest of the heart alone, that can 
extirpate those dreadful vices which 
are so predominant amongst the peas
antry, such as drunkenness, blasphemy, 
lewdness, envy and theft. Jesus Christ 
would become the universal and peace
ful sovereign, and the face of the 
church would be wholly renewed. 

The decay of internal piety is un
questionably the source of the various 
errors that have arisen in the church ; 
all of which would speedily be sapped 
and overthrown, was inward religon to 
be re-established. Errors are only so 
fer prejudicial to the soul, as they tend 
to weaken faith, and deter from prayer; 
and if, instead of engaging our wander
ing brethren in vain disputes, we could 
but teach them simply to believe, and 

diligently to pray, we should lead them 
sweetly unto God. 

O how inexpressibly great is the 
loss sustained by mankind from the 
neglect of the interior ? And how tre
mendous must the great day of retribu
tion be to those who are entrusted with 
the care of souls, for not having discov
ered and dispensed to their flock this 
hidden manna. 

Some excuse themselves by saying, 
that this is a dangerous way ; pleading 
the incapacity of simple persons to 
comprehend spiritual matters. But 
the oracles ot truth affirm the contrary: 

" The Lord loveth those who walk 
simply." Prov. xxii. 22. vulg. And 
where can be the danger of walking in 
"the only true way," which is Jesus 
Christ ? of gî ving up ourselves to him, 
fixing our eye continually on him, pla
cing all our confidence in his grace, and 
tending with all the strength of our soul 
to his pure love? 

The simple ones, so far from being 
incapable of this perfection, are by their 
docility, innocency, and humility, pecu
liarly adapted and qualified for its at
tainment ; and as they are not accus
tomed to reasoning, they are less em
ployed in speculations, less tenacious of 
their own opinion. Even from their 
want of learning, they submit more 
freely to the teachings of the divine 
Spirit; whereas others, who are blinded 
by self-suflJiciency and enslaved by 
prejudice, give great resistance to the 
operations of grace. 

We are told in Scripture, "that unto 
the simple, God giveth the understand
ing of his law;" Psalm cxviii. 130. 
(vulgate) and we are also assured, that 
God loveth to communicate with them; 
"The Lord careth for the simple; I 
was reduced to extremity and he saved 
me." Psal. cxiv. 6. vulgate. To warn 
spiritual fathers against preventing the 
little ones from coming to Christ, he 
himself said to his apostles, "Suffer 
little children to come unto me, for of 
such is the kingdom of heaven." Matt . . 
xix, 14. It was the endeavor of the 
apostles to prevent children from going 
to our Lord, which occasioned this gra-

g H 
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cious charge. Man frequently applied 
a remedy to the outward body, whilst 
the disease lies at the heart. 

The cause of our being so unsuccess
ful in reforming mankind, especially 
those of the lower class, is our begin
ning with external matters; all our 
labours in this field, do but produce 
such fruit as endures not; but if the 
key of the interior be first given, the 
exterior would be naturaUy and easUy 
reformed. To teach man to seek God 
in his heart, to think of him, to return 
to him whenever he finds he has wand
ered from him, and to do and to suffer 
all things with a single eye to please 
him, is the natural and ready process; 
it is leading the soul to the very source 
of grace, wherein is to be found all that 
is necessary for sanctification. 

I therefore conjure you aU, O ye who 
have the care of souls, to put them at 
once into this way, which is Jesus 
Christ: nay, it is He himself that con
jures you, by the precious blood he hath 
shed for those entrusted to you, " to 
speak to the heart of Jerusalem." Isa. 
xi. 2. vulgate. 0 ye dispensers of his 
graces, ye preachers of his word, ye 
ministers of his sacraments, establish 
his kingdom!—and that it may indeed 
be established, make him ruler over the 
hearts of his subjects ! for as it is the 
heart alone that can oppose his sover
eignty, it is by the subjection of the 
heart that his sovereignty is most high
ly exalted, " Give glory to the holiness 
of God, and he shaU become your sanc
tification." Isa. viii. 13. vulgate. Com
pose catechisms particularly to teach 
prayer, not by reasoning nor by meth
od, for the simple are incapable there
of; but to teach the heart, not of the 
understanding; the prayer of God's 
Spirit, not of man's invention. 

Alas! by wanting them to pray in 
elaborate forms, and to be curiously 
critical therein, you create their chief 
obstacles. The children have been led 
astray from the best of fathers, by your 
endeavoring to teach them too refined, 
too polished a language. Go then, ye 
poor children, tayour heavenly Father, 
speak to him in your natural language; 

and though it be ever so rude and bar
barous in the opinion of men, it is not 
so to him. A father is much better 
pleased with an address which love and 
respect in the chUd throws into disor
der, • ĵecause he knows it proceeds from 
the heart, than by a formal and barren 
harangue, though ever so elaborate in 
the composition. The simple and un
disguised emotions of filial love are La-
finitely more expressive than aU lan
guage, and all reasoning. 

By forming instructions how to love 
by rule and method the Essential Love, 
men have in a great measure estranged 
themselves from him. O how unnec
essary is it to teach an art of loving! 
The language of love though natural to 
the lover, is nonsense and barbarism to 
him that loveth not. The best way to 
leam the love of God, is to love him. 
The ignorant and simple, because they 
proceed with more cordiality and sim
plicity, often become most perfect there
in. The Spirit of God needs none of 
our arrangements and methods; when 
it pleaseth him, he turns shepherds into 
prophets: and, so far from excluding 
any from the temple of prayer he 
throws wide thegates that all may enter; 
whUe wisdom cries aloiid in the high
ways, "whoso is simple let him 'turn 
hither;" Prov, ix. 4, and to the fools 
she saith, "Come eat of my bread, and 
drink of the wine which 1 have min-

f ledi" Prov. ix. 5. And doth not 
esus Christ himself thank his Father 

for having "hid the secrets of his king
dom from the wise and prudent, and re
vealed them unto babes ?" Matt. xi. 
25.—^MADAME GUYON. 

B E patient under all the sufferings 
God sends; if your love Him be pure, 
you will not seek Him less on Calvary, 
than on Tabor; and surely. He should 
be as much loved on that, as on this, 
since it was on Calvary that He made 
the greatest display of love.—MADAME 
GuroN. 

GOD never makes us sensible of our 
own weakness, except to give us ot 
His strength. -
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ON IDLE CONVERSATION. 

BY KEV. E . BOWEN, D. D. 

SOME time ago I met with a series 
of inquiries in one of our Church pa
pers with regard to " idle conversa
tion," which excited no small degree 
of interest in my mind. I was exceed
ingly glad that a subject so intimately 
connected with the character and des
tiny of Christians should be proposed 
for discussion; and hoped that some 
well-instructed scribe—sohie wise and 
discriminating seer, would soon place 
the matter in a proper light before the 
public. Nor, indeed, do I yet despair 
of seeing something on the subject 
which shaU be worthy of those master
spirits among us whose highest ambi
tion is to " teach the way of God truly," 
and make their fellow-creatures "wise 
unto salvation." But whUe they are 
delayed by other claims upon their 
time, I beg, Mr. Editor, " you wiU 
hear me, of your clemency, a few 
words:" 

It wiU, doubtless, be generally con
ceded that in fixing the standard of 
conversation, very little reliance can 
be placed upon the various systems of 
ethical phUosophy which have been 
put forth at different times for the reg
ulation of our conduct; as they are 
mostly founded upon natural religion 
rather than upon divine revelation, 
whUe each separate system, taking its 
characteristic features from the creed 

' of its author, or the actual state of 
morals at the time he wrote, will ren
der us little aid in understanding the 
principles of Christian duty. The 
Holy Scriptures, which are the all-suf
ficient and only rule of faith and prac
tice, must be our standard in this case. 
These alone will suffice to settle the 
distinctive and uncompromising out^ 
Une of social intercourse. But while 
it will be admitted on all hands, in 
general, that the Scriptures are to be 
regarded as the great rule of life; some 
are of opinion that their teachings up
on the subject of our conversation with 
each other cannot be clearly ascertain

ed; and others, that, however well we 
may understand these teachings, their 
observance is nevertheless impractic
able. I think it can be readily shown, 
however, that by virtue of the gracious 
ability vouched to us in the gospel, we 
may not only know, but do the wiU of 
God, concerning us in all things; and 
consequently may "order our conver
sation aright." 

In the first place, we may readUy 
discover the will of God on every point 
of Christian duty, whether it pertain 
to social intercourse or otherwise, by 
coming up to our high privilege as 
Christians, or avaUing ourselves of the 
Ught of full salvation which is perfectly 
within our reach. I would not be un
derstood that holiness constitutes its 
subjects infallible, or frees them from 
all error in judgment; but that the 
sanctified, being " of full age, have their 
senses exercised to discover both good 
and evU:" or that they can distinguish 
between moral right and wrong, as 
well in regard to their conversation as 
their conduct generaUy. I am aware 
that there are thousands of professors 
whose moral perceptions are quite in
distinct and erroneous. Like the be
wildered traveler who has lost his 
point of compass, or is quite turned 
'round, as we express it, they are never 
in the right path except when they are 
crossing it, and are almost sure to take 
the contrary direction in attempting to 
recover their way. Hence we read 
in the Scriptures that "the natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God: for they are foolishness unto 
him: neither can he know them, be
cause they are spiritually discerned." 
" If a man walk in the night, he stumb-
leth, because there is no light in him." 
That " he puts light for darkness, and 
darkness for light—calls evU good, and 
good evil." From all which it appears 
that sin not only blinds, but also per
verts the understanding, insomuch that 
all who are under its influence, i. e., 
aU by whom it is committed, are ut
terly unable to determine where the 
path of duty lies. And, "caUing evU 
good, and good evil,"—sinners saints. 



ON IDLE CONVEESATION. 91 

and saints sinners,—they are among 
the first to raise the cry of heresy, fâ  
naticism, wild-fire, and the like, against 
" those who live godly in Christ Je
sus." 

In support of the doctrine, so cheer
ing to the pious heart, that holiness 
enables us to discover " the way of 
righteousness" under all circumstances 
of life, many passages of Scripture 
inight be adduced, among which are 
the following: " If any will do his 
wiU, he shall know of the doctrine 
whether it be of God, or whether I 
speak of myself." •" If any man walk 
in the day, he stumbleth not, because 
he seeth the light of this world." " We 
are not ignorant of Satan's devices." 
" But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, 
who of God is made unto us wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification, and re
demption." " Now we have received, 
not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit which is of God, that we might 
know the things which are freely given 
us of God." " But ye have an imction 
from the Holy One, and ye know all 
things." " If any of you lack wisdom, 
let him ask of God, who giveth liber
aUy, and upbraideth not; and it shall 
be given him." " Then spake Jesus 
again unto them, saying, I am the 
light of the world: he that followeth 
me shall not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of life." " Blessed 
are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God." The scope and meaning of 
these passages, with all others of the 
same class is, that the perfect Christ
ian, "walking by faith and looking at 
the things not seen," is so illuminated 
by divine grace that he can easUy dis
tinguish " the strait and nari-ow way," 
through all its different stages, from 
that which leads to death: and that 
too in regard to his conversation as 
well as to his conduct generally. 
The apostle says, alluding to the plain
ness of the path of religious duty, that 
even " the Gentiles who have not the 
law, when they do by nature the things 
contained in the law; these, having not 
the law, are a l^w unto themselves : 
and show the works of the law written 

in their hearts ; their consciences also 
bearing them witness ; and their 
thoughts meantime accusing or else 
excusing one another." We-are also 
assured by a virtuous heathen—the 
celebrated Athenian phUospher—that 
he was forever accompanied by what 
he denominated his " genius," which 
taught him to distinguish between 
right and wrong; approving the one 
and condemning the other. Waiving 
every other consideration, however, 
experience alone teaches us that the 
perfect Christian, or sanctified believer, 
can no more violate the wUl of God, 
either in conversation or otherwise, 
without being conscious of it, than he 
can unconsciously put his hand in the 
&re, or wander from the public high
way in broad day-light. The truth is, 
"if we walk in the light as Christ is in 
the light," we shall not only be "cleans
ed from all sin," but we shall be " pre
served blameless, (conversation and 
all,) to the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

Again: as the sanctified believer, 
upon whom the light of God's counten
ance clearly shines, can easUy discern 
the path of duty, in aU the relationSj 
associations and pursuits of Ufe; so 
can he uniformly tread therein, his 
" feith " which " works by love and 
purifies the heart " being " counted to 
him for righteousness." This is clear
ly implied in the following commands: 
" Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind, and •with all thy 
strength." " Let no corrupt communi
cation proceed out of your mouth, but 
that which is good to the use of edify
ing, that it may minister grace to the 
hearers." " But as He who hath caU
ed you is holy, so be ye holy in aU 
manner of. conversation." Tfiese di
vine commands, presupposing a capaci
ty on our part to obey, like all others 
enjoined by the same authority, pro
hibit in the most unqualified sense, all 
" idle conversation; " and of course all _ 
such conversation may be forever avoid
ed by all who -look to the " wise for 
•wisdom, and to th^ strong for strength." 



^ 

92 THE EABNEST CHEISTIAN AND GOLDEN E U L E . 

O, what a glorious victory is this. It 
is the crowning triumph of Christian 
•virtue. For, " If any man offend not 
in word, the same is a perfect man, and 
able also to bridle the whole body." 

" But are these passages of Scripture 
•which interdict ' every idle word ' 
even, aUowing of such conversation 
only as is 'good to edifying,' to be 
taken in their strictest sense ? Or 
may we consider the language as 
aUowing of some latitude of interpre
tation?" In settling »this question 
according to the analogy of faith, the 
genius, structure, and general prin
ciple of holy writ, which is a para
mount rule of interpretation, it is clear 
that no latitude of interpretation can 
bo allowed; for the obvious tenor of 
aU those Scriptures which are intended 
to regulate our conversation is, that it 
shaU be, not generally, but always " ho
ly, ministering grace to the hearers." 
And, is " idle conversation " " holy ? " 
Does this " minister grace to the hear
ers ? " " But it is remarked by Dr. 
Doddridge," " that discourse tending 
to innocent mirth, to exhUarate the 
spirits, is not idle discourse; as the 
time spent in necessary recreation 
is not idle time." Well, if what
ever tends to exhUarate the spirits, 
(animal spirits, of 'course, for mirth 
tends to exhilarate no other spirits,) if 
whatever " tends to exhilarate the spir
i t s " is compatible with a holy life, 
then there is a principle in Christian 
morals which allows of dancing, bal
lad-singing, theatrical amusement, and 
whatever else belongs to mirthful en
tertainments ; for all these indulgences 
" exhUarate the spirits." Or, should it 
be said that mirth, however " exhUar-
ating," is not to be tolerated unless it 
be "innocent" at the same time, I 
should like to know what species of 
" mirth " is " innocent." And also by 
what criterion we are to distinguish 
between that which is " innocent," and 
that which is sinful. What law of 
Christian ethics, or of common lan
guage, is there, if any one can tell, 
which teaches the indicated discrimina
tion here ? For my own part, I am 

an utter stranger to any kind of '^mirth " 
which can be properly termed " inno
cent," for, though it may tend to ex
hilarate our spirits, yet, as it never 
faUs to hurt the soul, of course it can
not be innocent. And hence the phrase, 
"innocent mirth" is a contradiction in 
terms; a phrase I am exceedingly sorry 
to have met with, especially in Christian 
writers; as it has doubtless been the 
means of misleading many to their 
final ruin, who might otherwise have 
gone to heaven; having " lived soberly, 
righteously, and Godly, in this present 
world." But though Doddridge has 
asserted, and many have persuaded 
themselves, that discourse " tending to 
innocent mirth," by which I suppose is 
meant light and trifling conversation, 
"'is not i d l e ; " " but rather that it is 
even necessary to " exhilarate the spir
its ; " yet, for this very thing—" the 
indulging in light and trifling conversa
tion "—^Mr. Wesley, as we are told in 
his " Works," " excluded several indi
viduals from society." And who 
among the " thousands of Israel" that 
has ever conversed in a light and tri
fling manner, does not know too weU 
the soul-blighting influence of such con
versation ? -

" But, if those Scriptures which 
inhibit all conversation, which tends 
not to ' edify,' or ' minister grace to 
the hearers,' must be taken in their 
strictest sense, how then shall any one 
escape the awful censure denounced 
in Scripture ? Would it not, indeed, 
seem impossible that any one's con
versation should be literally con
formed to so strict" a rule 1 " Yes, 
altogether injpossible in the case of an 
unsanctified person, (unless he be seek
ing after the blessing of sanctification 
with all the heart,) for " a corrupt tree 
cannot bring forth good fruit: " . but 
easy! enough with one who is saved 
from aU sin, for " a good tree cannot 
bring forth evil fruit." Nay, "he can
not sin, because he is born of God." 

[To be ConUnaed.] 

FOOLS make a mock at sin. 
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F U L L Y S A V E D . 

BY IRA G. GOULD. 

I received a knowledge of my sins 
forgiven in the spring of 1853, near 
Belvidere, III. I was as confident that 
my sins were forgiven, as that I had 
an existence. Bless the Lord for this 
great work! / loved God and 1 loved 
everybody. I was wiUing to do any
thing for Jesus. About the middle of 
Feb., 1859, I had become cold and 
careless in reUgion, and in fact almost 
entirely backslid, when, by the grace 
of God, I was pungently convinced 
that, unless I was saved soon, I would 
lose every spark of God's love from 
my soul. I was reading, one-day, a 
sermoi^ of J . Caughey, and the Lord, 
by the Holy Ghost, sent the word like 
thunder and forked lightning to my 
soul. I determined at that moment to 
gî ve all to Jesus, and serve him for
ever, I had a great cross to bear, but 
by the grace of God, I took it up. I 
fell on Jesus as my Jesus now. He 
pardoned me. Glory to Jesus! The 
Lord then called me away from home 
and friends, to Iowa, to labor with 
C. F . Hawley, a missionary. One year 
ago, I was convicted for the blessing of 
sanctification or entire holiness. 

1 waa at this time supplying a circuit 
•with preaching, and was endeavoring 
to live up to the light that I had. Let 
none here mistake, supposing that I 
was convicted of sins committed. 
These were all forgiven. I knew it. I 
began to pray and study the Bible 
more than ever,—especially on this 
doctrine. Instead of feeling better as 
I expected I should, I felt worse, the 
more I prayed, and I finally concluded 
I wUl do the will of God as he makes 
it known to me, and trust him to do 
all he can for me. I was not satisfied, 
but felt the need of more of Gods Spir
it—a more complete deadness to self 
and the world. This winter, about 
eight weeks ago, I was seized again 
with these same con^victions, though 
they were more powerful than ever. I 
felt, " I must be sanctified or leave off 

preaching." The DevU said, " You 
have sought for it, and you were worse 
off." But God had given me convic
tions for having everything rooted out 
of me that was not like Jesus j and the 
words of the Bible, and the experience 
and counsels of Christians encouraged 
me to say, that I was determined to 
have ihe blessing. The more I prayed 
the more awful I felt. O, my feelings 
were indescribable ! I felt an uneasi
ness, a leanness, a weakness, a deadness 
of spirit, a lack of moral power, an 
unfitness to do my duy, a diminution 
of mental light which deadened the. en
ergies of my soul and body. Who 
knows my feelings ? God, and those 
that have felt them, alone. I retired 
to the woods, weeping, groaning, and 
praying that God would set me at lib
erty. But O ! my lack of faith, " I 
lift up my hands and try to plead with 
God. God, I know, is able and will
ing too, but I do not receive. O ! that I 
could. O ! that He would come. O ! 
that He would say, " I •wiU, be thou 
clean." OI that He wonld say, "Uve! I-
save thee to the uttermost." I pray, 
struggle, groan, agonize, weep, fast, look, 
— O ! help me to believe and enter in." 
These words do not fuUy express the 
feelings I had, though •written when I 
had them. I went 1% miles to see my 
brother Lucius, who was on his death
bed, and who enjoyed this blessing, to get 
counsel. I thought once that I would not 
eat anything until I was set at liberty, 
and fasted Over two days. During my 
fasting my spirituality was greatly in
creased. I had my appointments to 
fulfill, but when I preached, it was like 
"beating the air." However, some
times I felt the Spirit in preaching, but 
all my blessings were temporary. Re
ligion was endured not enjoyed, a medi
cine not a cure, a commotion not a rest.-
Praying was a burden, and I may say 
all Christian duties were. O! •wretch
ed man that I was. The devil would -
cause me so to despair sometimes, that 
he would throw me down flat on the 
ground, and then in agony of soul and 
body and mind, I would wallow foam
ing. I thought I would preach no 



94 THE EAENEST CHEISTIAN AND GOLDEN EULE. 

i more. I durst not cherish it. I won
dered that one trying to do the wiU of 
God could have such feelings. It was 
a mystery! Sometimes I would envy 
the lot of the worldling, as he seemed 
so happy. But the devil could not 
make me believe that I had never re
ceived a real change of my nature. 
AU this time God was killing me to 
self, sin and the world. On the night 
of the 6th of Jan., this year, I attended 
a prayer-meeting in Belvidere, III., of 
the Free Methodist Church. I prayed 
for the blessing. I was "told, by dear 
brethren, to believe for it now. This 
•was the sticking point. I resolved to 
have it that night. I had consecrated 
all, I thought, but not entirely. After 
laying all, which means everything, on 
the altar, 1 believed like this: "Inow 
receive it." And glory to Jesus ! I did 
receive it. Eternal glory to God ! / 
got it—the Blessing. Not a blessing, 
but The Blessing of sanciification en
tire. InvoluntarUy I was raised upon 
my feet, after having prayed for it 
about three hours, and gave glory to 
God as I never had before. The de
gree of joy which I felt at that mo
ment, •was as indescribable as that of 
misery, when most convicted for the 
blessing. Between ten and eleven 
o'clock, God, for Jesjis' sake, did this 
in an instant. I here testify that the 
blessing is just as distinct, specific, and 
instantaneous, as regeneration, in my 
case. Convictions for it, however, as 
gradual as those for regeneration. 
Mark! Reader, do not you say that 
my sins were simply forgiven. These 
were forgiven when I began to seek for 
this blessing, and I know it, and did not 
doubt. I have not received any new 
powers of mind by the blessing—no new 
intellectual faculties. But I am saved 
liow, and know it, from all sin, to the 
uttermost.^ Jesus is in me, through me, 
and about me. Glory to Jesus! for what 
he hath done. Hallelujah to Christ! 

IT is not death, but life that we long 
for, when we sigh to flee away and be 
at rest. 

GAMES AND PASTIMES. 

CHRISTIAK beware of them, time is 
precious. A member ofa church play
ing euchre, did you say ? Ah, my 
friend, its a question if he is a member 
of Christ's body; or he would no long
er relish the empty pleasures to be 
drâ wn from such a source; but would 
sing, 

" I thirst but not as once I did. 
The vain deUghta of earth to share. 

Thy wounds Emanuel, all forbid 
That I should seek my pleasure there." 

His joy would be that of God's free 
salvation, and it matters not what his 
trials—what his sufferings, he can go 
to an inexhaustible fountain and draw 
all the consolation he needs. FeUow 
traveler to the New Jerusalem, let us 
watch unto prayer. Let us be careful 
lest we bring reproach on the cause of 
our blessed Redeemer. Let us try to 
adorn the doctrines of Christ in aU 
things, remembering that the world 
has a right to expect better things 
from us. 

Whenever we see a professed Chris
tian taking pleasure in sin, we cannot. 
help fearing he may be a deceived 
soul; because the Scriptures expressly 
teach us, "If any man be in Christ 
Jesus, he is a new creature." 

" "Why do you idle stand I 
There ia something for all to do; 

Look forth on the wants of our teeming land. 
The aorrow and sin upon every hand; 

Say! is there no work for you?"—N. 

IF we had atrength and faith enough 
to trust ourselves entirely to God, and 
toUow Him simply wherever He should 
lead us, we should have no need of any 
great effort of mind to reach perfection. 
But as we are so weak in faith, as to 
require to know aU the way without 
trusting in God, our road is lengthened 
and our spiritual affairs get >behrnd. 
Abandon yourself as absolutely as pos
sible to God, and continue to do so to 
your latest breath, and He wUl never 
desert you.—FENELON. 
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QUE COITNTET. 

THE slaveholders' rebellion, appears at last, 
to be in a fair way to be crushed. The recent 
victories are of the moat deciaive character. 
They evince the vast martial superiority of 
the North. A few more vigoroua blows, 
which we hope for the aake of humanity will 
be apeedily given, and thia most uimatural and 
causeleaa war •will be terminated. 

"While there is enthuaastic rejoicing in pub
lic places—flags waving, bells pealing and can
non booming—and there ia juat occasion for re
joicing,—there is also weeping and lamentation 
in family circles. Many a home mourns the 
loaa of a father, a son or a brother, many a 
hearth is made desolate by the fall of loved 
ones on the field of atrife. 

All this •with heavy taxation, for yeara yet 
to come is the reault of unholy compromises 
made in behalf of vrrong. 

Let ua pray the Father of all mercies to have 
coinpassion upon the aick and wounded and 
bereaved, and lead them to the cross the only 
source of consolation, and let ns beseech Him 
to bring slavery, the cause of all this desola
tion, to a apeedy end. 

PBOSELYTES AND CONVEHTS. 

Airr man of common ability can, by proper 
efforts, secure followers. The more rational 
his doctrines and the more popular iiis cauae, the 
more readily will he gain adherenta. But 
proselytes to opinions however correct, or par-
tiaana of men however holy, or of churches 
however orthodox, are not necesaarily converts 
to God. Our Saviour indorsed the teaching 
of the Scribes and Pharisees in the main, di
recting hia disciples to "observe and do all 
they bid you observe." He bears testimony of 
theij untiring zeal: " Te compaas aea and land 
totaake one proaelyte," but he adds, "whenbe 
ia Wde ye make hiin two-fold more tlie chUd 
of hell than yourselves!" "WTiat a lesson ia 
here taught us! These zealous preachers had 
sound doctrines, divine rites aad forms; but 
they were deficient in personal piety, God was 

nolf with them and those added to the chnrch 
through their labors became fierce bigots, but 
were as far as ever from being the children of 
God. 

How ia it with us and ours, beloved ? Are our 
hearts right? Are we wholly given np to God, 
laboring not to build up a sect or party, but to 
advance the Redeemer's Kingdom ? How is it 
with our converts? Are they fully saved in 
Chriat? Do they have victory over ain, and are 
they followers of God aa dear children? Are 
they more attached to Christ than to ourselves ? 
Strong partiaana are poor Ghriatieifcs. " "While 
one saith I am of Paul, and another, I am of 
Apollos, are ye not carnal ? " Let us see to it 
that thoae under our influence are not parti
sans or bigots, but real, living Christians. 

DEMCATIOIf OF THE PBEE JCE?rH0DIST CHCHCH, 

AT GOWANDA aHHBRAL QUAETEELY H E E H S G . 

B T Divine permission the new Free Method- " 
ist church in Gowanda, will be dedicated to the 
worship of God, on Thursday, March ISth, 
1862. Bev. B. I. Ives of Auburn, will preach 
the. dedication sermon, at 10^ o'clock A. M. 
Several Ministerial Brethren firom abroad are 
expected to be with us throughout the meet
ing, which •will continue over the Sabbath. 
Tbe quarterly convention will be held on Sat
urday, at 2 o'clock P. M. A cordial invi
tation is extended to ail, both preachers and 
people, to come and worship with ua. Thia 
will be tbe fiflh genera] quarterly meeting 
held at Gowanda, all have so far been sea
sons of great profit May this be better than 
any previonaly held here. Come brethren 
and Bisters, friends of Jesus, firom all parta of 
the country, and help to make this a tune of 
salvation. G&LKLEa HUDSON. 

THE SICK. 

AsE you ack, beloved? does the hand of 
disease press heavily ?—look to God, not to tbe 
administrator. The Lord can bless the sim
plest means, or no means, for your restoration. 
Never rely on means, or an arm of fleah for a 
cure, bnt on God, the giver of all good. "Ev
ery good and perfect gift ia from above." 

AJI means, all doctors, are unavailing •with
out the accompanying blessing of the Most 
High. "Wait on God; aeek wisdom from above. 
""Without me," says Christ, "ye can do noth
ing." "In all thy ways acknowledge Him, 
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and He shall direct thy paths.'' Beader are 
you UI, afflicted •with a painful disease ? "What 
now?—speed, post-haate to the earthly phys
ician? Stay mortal, stay; ask God what to do; 
aak connsel first of him in whom you live, 
move, and have your being. Honor Grod, and 
Grod win honor you. "Why was God displeas
ed with king Asa in the thirty-ninth year of 
his reign, wben his " disease was exceediagly 
great?" Because, in his diaeaae, "he sought 
not unto the Iiord, but to the physiciana." 
—See 2 Chroniolea, ivi. 12. " I s any sick 
among you?" aaya the apopile James, ''let 
him call for the elders of the Church; and let 
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in 
the name of the Lord: and the prayer of faith 
shall save tbe sick, and the Lord ahall raise him 
up: and if he have committed sina, they shall 
be forgiven him." 

This is God's method of healing, on condi
tions of faith, repentance, holy living, walking 
in newness of life, of doing justice, loving 
mercy and walking humbly with Gfod. 

We know many once in feeble health, to all 
appearances on the borders of the grave, be
loved, consecrated disciples of the Lord Jesus 
Christ God in great mercy restored these fee
ble, sickly ones to new bodily vigor, raised them 
npin anawer to prayer, the prayer off^tb. 
After long and finiitless application to phyac-
ians of no value, Jesus tbe great Physician of 
body, mind and soul, waa resorted to •with com
plete auccesa, so that now they are enabled to 
endure hardness as good soldiers of the cross. 
They are now Imitating their bleased Master, 
"going about doing good," speeding their 
course on winga of love, mercy and truth. 
"He hath done all thmgs well" "Himself 
took our infirmities and bare our aidmesses." 
Matt, viii. 17. God restored to life and health 
these sickly onea expressly to do Hia will 
henceforth and forever. The very moment 
they fail iu faitb or charily, lower in the least 
the Goapel atandard of holy living, ceaae to 
co-operate with Grod in the Redemption of a 
lost world, that moment tbey forget His apedai 
interference in their support Beware! "Our 
God ia a jealous God." " I am the Lord," 
Bjuth He, " my glory •will I not give to an
other, neither my praiae to graven images." 
Header, are you diaeased, weak, enfeebled? 
afflicted chronically, or in any way? subject to 
•w;earisome days and nighta? "What now? 

Obey God or man? "Will you take the Lord at 
His word? Gro immediately to Jesus the great 
Physician, the mercifiil Redeemer who went 
about doing good, healing all manner of dia-
easea? Go to Him speak out your ease before 
Him in child-like simplicity and humble confi
dence, tell Him all that is in your heart. Bnt 
in the restoration of your physical powers, or 
bodily strength, what ia your motive, your inten
tion ? Is it your fixed unalterable determination 
to serve God toith aU your heart; to present your 
body a living (or perpetual) sacrifice to the 
Lord, holy and acceptable, which is your rea
sonable service? Is it to give all your time, 
talents, income, everything to elevate, purify, 
sanctify? Is it your fixed purpose to do as 
Paul did, count not your life dear in thia cause 
of Jeaus? "What things were once gain to yon 
•win you now count loss that you may win 
Chriat, be found of Him, not having your own 
righteousness whioh is of the law; but tbat 
whieb ia through the faith of Christ. Then 
and not till then can you go to the greai Phy-
Kcian •with humble confidence for yonr restora-
tidn. "According to your faitli be it unto you." 

N. 
SPECIAL SEASONS. 

EEADEB, have you special aeasona for prayer, 
humiliation and confession? Aside fijom your 
secret devotiona, oloaet prayer, family prayer, 
aocial prayer, prayer in the great congregation, 
and prayer ejaculatory, tel^^phio, have you 
another season, weekly or oftener for renewed 
heart-searching, self examination, prayei- and 
fasting for special redeeming, sanctiiying grace, 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon your 
own soul and upon the aouls of othera; for sal
vation to go forth as the light of the morning; 
can you safely meet the perpetual overflow
ing tide of popular seeking, the general «n-
eeasing current of worldly-mindedness, -with
out these apecial, regular, heart-aearehinga, 
humiliations and earnest Grod-seekings ? The 
moat devoted, holy and succeasful aervants 
of the Most High in all agea have had one day, 
or a part of a day in each week for special re
newed consecration to God. They teU us 
in their own case, such seasons were indispen-
sible to rapid growth in grace to spiritual con
quest, to holy triumph, the rising above the 
world, the flesh and the devil ' 

Brother, siater, we renew the inquiry, have 
you a special day, or a part of a day for fest-
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ing and prayer exclusively Godward; laying 
all upon the altar Chriat Jesus. In these 
special devotional seasons for prayer, praise-
and deep heart-searchings, do you enquire 
definitely your atate and standing bythe un
erring word of truth? Do you make this 
heart-searching a personal business? "Am 
/ in the faith, lovingly, joyfiiUy, mounting up as 
on eagle's wings? " Am I truly benevolent? 
Is selfishnes entirely extirpated, root and 
branch? Am I doing everything to please 
God ? Is the spring of every motive pure ? 
Am I doing all to the glory of God, whether 
I eat or drink or whatsoever I do ? Am I a 
fiuihful steward ready at any time to render 
roy stewardship joyftilly ? Am I squandering 
nothing of God's Iraunty on pride, lost or ex-
trayagance,or to gratify a false taste or perverted 
appetites? Am I temperate in all things, keep
ing my body under and bringing every faculty 
of my being into due subjection to the law of 
Clirist? Is there anything like a sectarian 
spirit lurking in my wish or secret comer of 
my soul? Am I doing all I possibly can for 
Christ, who has done so much for me ? Am I 
f^thful in rebuking sin everywherel Am I 
obeying the Lord in condescending to men of 
low estate, in visiting the poor, the -widow and 
the orphan? Am I remembering those in 
bonds as bound •with them? Am I shrinking 
firom no duty, from a man-fearing, time-saving 
policy? In a word, can I aay •with Paul: " I 
am omcifled with Christ, nevertheless I live, 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and the life 
I now live, I live by faith on tbe Son of God 
who loved me and gave himself for me." These 
are some of the items suitable for reflection on 
these apecial days of humiliation, fasting and 
prayer. N. 

THOSE VALUABLB AETIOLES. 

BB. ROBERTS: "Would it not be weU to re

fer your readers again and again to those two 
articles, the one on the first page in the January 
number, headed " Loss or FIBST LOVE," the 
other on the first page of the Febraary num
ber, on the subject of " PEBSECUTION." Long 
articlea are often passed over hastily or not 
passed over at all. Grenerally we are in favor 
of short, pithy, cutting articlea; giving merely 
the cream, the marrow, the esaence of Gospel 
truth; laying the az at the root of all ain ai 
once. Tet there are subjects that neceaaaiily 

require elucidation, to be somewhat extended. 
The articles referred to, are such pure gold that 
we should regret exceedingly to have them 
passed over alightly or indiflferently. They 
ought not only to be read and re-read, but pon
dered, treasured up, brought home to every 
heart practically, prayerfully. Etfrthermore, 
we ahould rejoice to see them iasued in tract 
form and placed ia every household throughout 
the land. 

Readers, beloved, how is it ? Have you given 
these articles an earnest, careful, prayerful in
vestigation? Made them your own, heart-
searchinglyt Tou would be paid weekly in so 
doing. These two articles are worth the sub
scription price of this beautiful Magazine, twice 
told. 

Frienda, turn back to the January number; 
begin anew to do your first works. This loss 
of flrst love is awful, heart-rending; enough, 
were it possible, to cause angels to weep teara of 
blood. And worst of all is, many do not seem 
to know they are in a dreadftd back-alidden 
atate, do not aeem to realize they iiave lost thia 
pearl of great price, of infinite value. N. 

ST. CHAHtES, Feb. 4tb, 1862. 
DEAB BBOTHEB BOBEBTS:—A beloved sis

ter aent me a note yesterday oontmning $1,00, 
with a request that I would write a few lines 
and aend -with i t Abont 22 years ago she ex
perienced religion and united •with the church, 
sat under the miniatry of men who knew noth
ing of the power of godliness; her soul was 
not fed, and she soon became like the reat " a 
goodly formal saint" 

"While living in this atate she married an un
believer. A short time ago the light shone 
upon her heart, ahe saw that her life did not 
correspond with the requirements of the Bible. 
Through a member of the church ahe waa con
victed for Bible Eeligion. God blesaed her, 
she obtained it, then presaed into the enjoy
ment of Perfect Love. Since ahe haa been 
fully aaved her aonl haa been drawn ont for 
her brethren and sisters in the churcb, for ah© 
felt that moat of them were destitute of pure 
religion. 

She knew they were steeped in pride and 
prejudice, and how to get to their hearts was 
her constant prayer. At last the Lord sug-
geated to her to send the " Earnest Christian " 
to aa many as ahe could. It came with auch 
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sweetness that she could not doubt So 
about two montha ago ahe handed me $1,00 
•with the request that the " Earnest Chriatian" 
ahould be aent to her Pastor. I forwarded tho 
money, and no doubt he has received the 
book. God grant it may not be in vain. 

If ow comes the second dollar; this time it is 
to be sent to one of the deacons. "Who will 
•' go and do likewise ? " 

This sister is poor; since she has been walk
ing in the light, her ungodly husband bas op-, 
posed her in eveiy way that he could; refused 
to attend churcb witb her, ashamed of her 
since her tongue has beeii unloosed. But 
Jesus keeps her sweetly, bless His name! 
Again I aay, she ia poor; that husband will 
give her no money for religious purposes, and 
what little she gets, ahe obtaina in answer to 
prayer, and as the price of self-denial God 
bleas her, she is holding on for the conversion 
of her husband, and bega an interest in your 
prayers. 

Be encouraged Br. Roberts, some may drop 
tbe Magazine because of its uncompromising 
atand; but numy will rise up in the great day 
and speak of it as a messenger of mercy to 
them. 

Slack not your hand, give us a tshole Gfospel, 
give us meat as well as milk, "to each a por
tion in due seaaon." 

"We are atill laboring in St. Charlea, the 
Lord is -with us. Over twenty have been re
claimed; aome in the dhurch, some out. "We 
still hold on. Pray for ns. 

Yours faithfully, 
JAMES MATHEWS. 

HOUNESS IN NIW TOBK. 

SMOE OUT last month's iaaue we have had 
the privilege of visiting some of the saints in 
this great and •wicked city. While sin stalks 
abroad with unblushing air, and the evidence of 
defection in the churches irom the gospel stand
ard are but too apparent, yet there are many who 
are striving to walk closely with the Lord. Sev
eral meetings for holineaa are held weekly .both 
in New Tork and Brooklyn, and they are, we 
leam, generaUy well attended. The spacious 
rooms at 5i Bivington street, Dr. Palmer's,weie 
crowded at the Tuesday afternoon meetings, 
and a good spirit prevailed. A large ninnber' 
profesaed to enjoy the blesaing of holiness, and 
many arose expreaaing a desire to seek i t 

At the houae of the Eev. "William Belden, 
a Presbyterian minister, 32 Bondatreet^ a meet
ing for holineaa is held every "Wednesday after
noon. On Friday we were permitted to meet 
there vrith "The pilgrim band of laborers," and 
found a greater degree of simplicity, plainness, 
freedom and power, than in any other meeting 
we attended. May the Lord greatly bless their 
labora! Pride and worldly conformity are utterly 
inconsistent with real holiness. "Whosoever 
is not sufficiently consecrated to God, to lay 
aaide their "gold, and pearla, and costly array " 
for Jesua' sake, may presumptonaly talk of en
joying full salvation, but it ia impossible for 
them to exercise saving faith in Christ. " How 
can ye believe who receive honor one of anoth
er, and seek not the honor that comea fiom 
God only?" 

A cordial invitation was given us to preach 
in two of the Methodiat Episcopal churches, 
which we accepted; and we endeavored to 
improve the opportunity by speaking plainly 
for our Divine Maater. 

PAYING F O B T H E EABNEST CHBISTIAN. 

The following showa how ouir Magazine ia 
prized. Bather than lose food for the soul this 
good sister chose to give up, what by many is 
considered necessary food for the body. God 
bless her. "Witb such subscribers we have no 
fears but that our Magazine will be sustained. 
—Ed. " i ^ 

BBOTHEB EOBMS:—Dear Sir, Inclosed is 

one doUarfortheHamestChristian. I give yoa 
my reasons for not rene'wing before the first of 
January. I had only 50 cents, it would be 
no use to send that; besidea I thought I should 
have to spend it for tea. I iJid not know how 
to do without the Earnest Christian. I thought 
much about it, and prayed more, and finally 
told the Lord that if I could get another half 
dollar, I would aend it to you and give up the 
tea; and bless the good Lord I in a few days, 
through the kindnesa of a friend, I received 
the other half dollar. Glory to Jeaua! I 
cheerfully gave up the tea after using it nearly 
twenty yeara; and tbe best of all is, I have not 
tasted it since, nor wanted to. M. C. S. 

THESE is a faith so strong,, a love so fervent 
and a hope so lively, that they prove their own 
existence, both to those who possess them and 
to those who observe them. 
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THE FAMILY CIRCLE. 

BIBLE INSTEtrCTION" FOB CHILDREN". 

" What glory eflds the wcred page! 
Msjestic, like the san; 

It gives a light to every age, 
It gives, bat borrows none." 

Parents, in training your little ones, "iu 
the way they should go," take the Bible, make 
it your guide, your wisdom, your text-books, 
the word of authority, let God apeak. Lay 
your finger on the very ^ot of evil or mis
doing of your children, on the least poasible 
deviation from strict purity and love. Sufi'er 
not sin to rest upon them a single moment. 
Point them directly to the very passage in 
holy-writ, where such and auch aina are de
nounced ? ahow them how intensely Goi hates 
ain, even the least, and what fearful, awful 
judgments are visited upon transgressors,— 
what an evU and bitter thing it is to violate 
any of Gtod's holy precepts. Tell them that 
the Almighty, the Great I Am—the King of 
Kings, and Lord ot Lords, says so and so, 
that ho ia able to kill and make alive, to de
stroy both aoul and body in hell/orever / Take 
the commandments delivered on Mount Sinai, 
mid thunderings and lightninga, "explain them 
one by one, bring them home to every heart 
vrith fearful, awful solemnity, the first table and 
the aecond table of the law, the duties we owe 
to Grod and man. Tell them how terribly the 
Lord visits disobedience to parents, those who 
lie, steal, break the Sabbath, take God's name 
in vain, swear falsely or commit adultery. 
Once get the eyes of children open clearly, 
distinctly fixed on the authority of a God of 
justice as well as a God of mercy, and it will 
liave a might infinitely above all human author-
ify or enactment Bemerober the word of 
God is quick and powerful, sharper than any 
two-edged sword, pressing even to the divid
ing asunder of soul and spirit and of the 
joints and marrow, and is a discemer of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart. In not 
taking God's word as tlie chief instrument 
of reform in family d-iscipline, has been one 
grand mistake in all ages. Parents have neg
lected the word of life, the Holy Scriptures 
which are able to make their little ones 
-wise unto aalvation through the Lord Jeaua 
Ohriat 

"This holy book Is all divine. 
To man in mercy given; 

Ite tmthB oU radlaiit and benign. 
With beams of holy loster shine, 

And gild the paui to heaven-''—N. 

PLAT THINGS ON THE LORD'S DAT. 

A WOHD TO GBEAI TOLKS AND UTTLE FOLHS. 

" JTie SobloiTi / 'tis a holy day: Let no base 
thought intrude" 

Little folka, lay aade your play things, on 
holy time, your doll babies, your little carts 
and wheels, the implements of husbandry and 
mechaniam. Lay them aside, never think of 
playing a moment, or «f indulging tbe least in 
sports or pastimes on the Lord's day. 

Children, even iitHe chUdren, should keep 
the Sabbath, remember it, do nothing but 
deeds of mercy, Parents, will you aee to thia? 
train your little ones to respect this day as 
God requires, that his blesaing may rest on 
yon and your family ? Some little boys and 
girls are permitted to race about, out doors 
and in, indulge in hilarity, trifling sports and 
amusements, as on other'BayB. In this way 
they grow up, from early infancy, to trample 
on God's precepts and ordinances; and as they 
advance in years, they advance in sn and 
open rebellion, deaecrate holy time -with an 

^uplifted arm, unblushingly! This is the way 
Sabbath breaking is perpetuated from gener
ation to generation—bringing down, mean
while, God's just retributions upon fiamilies, 
cities, states and nations^ 

Parents, we earnestly and kindly entreat 
you, not only to observe strictly and scriptm--
ally tha Fourth Commandment yourself set it 
apart exchasively for God and his service, but 
especiaUy see to it that your children, firom 
the least to the greatest, do like-wise. God is 
very jealous of thia day, and is sure to visit 
-with stripes the violator. See Isa. lviii. 13,14. 

" Oh t what a sweet relief from anxioos c&re. 
The dawn of each retoming Sabbath brings; 
It comes to bid the weary sonl arise. 
And shaking off the dost of six days' toil 

" Moont as on eagle's wings, renewed in strength. 
By WAltisg on the Lord." 

May no vain thonghts 
t>-istnrb onr peace this day; and when at eve 
We linrrer sUll amid its holy scenes, 
Regretting tiiat so soon the morrow's light 
Mnst call OS to the cares of earth again; 
May onr hearts burn within ns; may we feel 
That we are yet a Uttle farther on— 
A Sabbath nearer home. 

Ttds precions day. 
Which God tn love to man hath sanctified. 
Is the Bure earnest of the rest above;''—H. 
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S " W E A E I N G . 
- A WOED TO LrrrtB BOTS AND BIG BOTS. 

How much swearing there i s ! Little boya 
swear, big boys awear, young men swear, old 
men swear. One of the worst thinga which I 
meet -with in our streets is swearing. 

God says, "Thou shalt not take the name 
of the Lord thy Gfod in vain." I t ia a great 
sin to swear, and it ia an unprofitable sin. 
Some people cheat and rob and lie for the gain 
of i t I t is very short-aighted policy, to be 
sure; but nothing is gained by swearing. Tour 
horae doea not go faater. Nobody worlffl bet
ter or pays quicker by being "Bwom a t Tou^ 
may fill your mouth -with curamg, and what 
good doea it do ? while the harm ia more than 
•words can teB. Some people in telling a story 
pepper it aU through with oaths. Can any
thing be more disgustmg. and foolish as well as 
•wicked 7 

" Thou shalt not take ihe name of ihe Lord 
ihy God in vain, for the Lord vnll not hold him 
gtiHUess that taketh his name in vain." Exod. 
XX., 7. 

" It chills my blood to hear the blest Snpreme 
Kndely appealed to on each trivial theme! 
Maintain yonr rank, •vnlgariiy despise ; 
'To BWEAB is neither brave, polite nor wise ; 
Yon wonld not swear npon the bed of death; 
Eeflectl yonr Maker now conld stop yonr breath I 

HANDSOME IS THAT HANDSOUE DOES. 

" A s a jewel of gold in a swine'a anout, so 
ia a fiur woman which is withoat discretion." 

** "What is the blooming plctnre of a skin. 
To peace of mind, and harmony within? 
•What the bright painting of the finest eye 
To the soft soothing of a calm reply ? 
Caa comeliness of form, or shape, or air, 
•With comeliness of words or deeds compare f 
No, those at first the nnwary heart may gain, 
Bnt these, these only, can tne heart retun.'' 

THE SLANDEBfiD. 
A venerable old man saya, " Let the aland-

ered take comfort—it ia only at firult trees that 
thieves throw atonea. 

The old man ia right. "Who ever saw 
thieves throw stones a t the birch, maple, or 
palm tree? The more firuit the tree beara^ and 
the richer it is, the more it ia likely to attract 
the attention of the thief. 

No man, that triea to do his duty to his fel
lows, and endeavors to live to bear the fruita 
of true religion in his daily conduct, can for a 
moment auppoae that he •will pass along 
through life without being alandered more or 
less. Such a man •will of necessity have some 

enemies; and these enemies will try in every 
way to injure him, and among other thmga they 

•will not be slow iu stirring up the polluted -wat
ers of defamation and slander. 

" Thou shall noi bear false wUnest against thy 
neighlior." Exod. x x . , 1 6 . 

Berare the tongne that's set on fire of hell 
And flames in slander, falsehood, peijnry. 
In malice. Idle talking, thonghtlass laies. 
Speak not too mnch; nor without thought; let 

tmth 
In all things, small or great dwell on thy lipa. 
Eemember, God hath said, " He that in word 
Offends not, is a perfect man; while he 
That bridles not his tongne, deceives bimself, 
And shows his &ith is vain 1" N. 

TO DAT, NOT TO-MOBBOW. 

"Ma, where is to-morrow? " inquired a lit
tle boy one day while talking over some pleas
ure that was to come off " to-morrow." 

Before his mother could reply, his little 
brother looked up and said, " I k n o w where ii 
is m a ; GOD HAS IT." 

Tes, God haa to-morrow in hia keeping, and 
He •will give it to whom he wilL No man can 
say, without vain boasting, " To-morrow is 
mine." No man can say whether God •will 
give him " to-morrow" in this world or in 
eternity. 

Eeader, if your to-morrow ahould be spent 
in eternity, would it be Totm n s s T DAT nf 
HELL, OH TODB FIBST DAT IN HEAVEN ? Which ? 

" Arrest the present moment; stay its flight; 
Imprint the marks of wisdom on its wings; 
'Tis of more worth than kingdoms, fer more 

precions 
Than all the richest treasures of the earth I 
O, let it not elade thy grasp; bnt like 
The good old patriarch of God's holy word 
Hold the fleet angel fast tmtU he bless thee." 

A "WORD TO OUB LITTLE BEADEBS. 
' THE BEST DSE OP A tENNT. 

Toung friends, have you pennies or any 
loose change in your pockets? 

"Well, how wiU you dispose of these gifts -
on trifles, golden trinkets, candies, or sweet
meats, things of no value that perish with t h e 
using ? Or will you consider the poor, open 
your little hearts and hands to deeds of mercy 
and salvation, "cause the -widows heart to 
aing for joy." 

" Shotild yon like to be told the best use of a penny, 
I will tell yon a way that is better than any; 
Not on candles, nor cakes, nor playthings to spend it, 
But over the seas to the heathen to send i t 
Come listen to me, and I'll tell, if yon please. 
Of some poor little children far over the seas.' 
Let children be taught from right motives to give, 
To divide with the needy the gifts they receive; 
Like the widow's two mites may these offerings-

appear. 
To the Searcher of hearts and tho Hearer of prayer." 

N. 


