
• ' i - , - " " 

THE' EARNEST CHRISTIAN. 

VOL. II . MAY, 1861. KO. 5. 

GEORGE MULLER. 

BY THE EDITOB. 

THIS is the most remarkable man of 
. the present age. There are many di­

vines more learned; many preachers 
more eloquent; some reformers as ac­
tive and self-sacrificing; but none among 
ministers or laymen that we ever heard 
of whose trust in God is as full and 
unwavering. He believes God. He 
understands the Bible to mean what it 
says, and he acts accordingly. He 
" seeks FIRST the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness," and then trusts in 
Him for all he needs. He is at ihe 
present time sheltering, feeding, cloth­
ing and instructing over one thousand 
orphan children, without any other 
means except such as he receives, unso­
licited, in direct answer to prayer. He is 
not supported by any of the "leading 
denominations." He has never solicited 
in his.enterprise, either directly or indi­
rectly, one dollar from any individual. 
He has no organized association to fall 
back upon if the promise of God fails. 
By prayer and supplication he makes 
his requests for temporal supplies, 
known only to God. By this means, 
there have been sent to him, within 
the past twenty-seven years, for the 
support of orphans, and for carrying 
on the •various benevolent enterprises 
in which he is engaged, about one mil­
lion of dollars ! His life has been, not 
•inaptly, called " The standing miracle 
of the nineteenth century." 

George Miiller was born at Kroppea-
staedt, in the Kingdom of Prussia, Sept. 
27th, 1805. His boyhood was remark­
able chiefly for the indulgence of •vicious 
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propensities. He stole government 
money from his father, who was a col­
lector of excise. He read novels, 
played cards, frequented taverns, and 
drank to intoxication. His father fur­
nished him witk money, and sent him 
to classical schools to prepare him for 
the University—for he designed to ed­
ucate him for the ministerial profes­
sion. At fifteen, he was " confirmed " 
according to the rites of the Lutheran 
Church, and admitted to the sacrament 
of the Lord's supper. To fit himself 
for this solemn rite, he made a confes­
sion of his sins to the minister, and 
cheated him of the greater portion of 
his fee, giving him only one-twelfth of 
the sum furnished him by his father for 
that purpose. At Heimersleben he 
read the classics with a clergyman, and 
appears to have been quite steady for 
a time. In the fall he made a -pleasure 
excursion to Magdeburg, where, he 
says, " I spent six days in much sin." 
Returning, he took all the money he 
could, and by a number of lies ob-
taineti permission of his tutor to visit 
Brunswick. One week's festivity at 
an expensive hotel consumed all his 
money. He was obliged to leave his 
best clothes as security for the - pay­
ment of another week's expenses at a 
neighboring village. He then walked 
about six miles to Wolfenbuttal, put 
up at an inn and began to live as if he 
had plenty of money. Attempting to 
run away without paying his bill, he 
was arrested and sent to jail. Here 
he remained for nearly a month,-until 
his father sent money to pay his ex­
penses, and got him out. He went to" 
Nordhausen, where he devoted himself 
to study for two years and six months. 
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Though he still lived in secret sin, he 
gained, by his outward conduct, the 
fevor of the director, and was held up 
as an example to the rest of his class. 

In 1825, he was admitted to the 
University of Halle, with honorable 
testimonials. The resolutions to re­
form his life, which had been repeat­
edly made, and as often broken, were 

/ now renewed with greater earnestness. 
But to no purpose. The student of 
divinity was as powerless when he un­
dertook to struggle with sin, as he was 
before he was licensed lo preach in the 
Established Church. His dissolute 
life continued. When vacation occur­
red, he and three other students, by 
means of forged letters, obtained pass­
ports, and by pavvning their books, ob­
tained money, and made the tour of 
Switzerland on foot. 

On entering a new term, he again 
resolved upon a new course of life, but 
to no better purpose than before. He 
had no idea of experimental religion. 
He partook of the Lord's supper twice 
a year. Though a student of divinity, 
he had not a single Bible in his library 
©f over three hundred volumes. He 
never had read it but little, and scarcely 
at all for years. 

A fellow-student casually informed 
bim that he was in the habit of attend­
ing a meeting on Saturday evenings, 
at the house of a Christian, where they 
read the Scriptures, sung and prayed, 
and read a sermon. The Holy Spirit 
used this simple circumstance to ar­
rest him in his wild career. He went, 
and a deep impression was made upon 
Ms heart. " That evening," says Miil­
ler, " was the turning point in my 
life." His wicked companions, and 
sinful practices, were given up. He 
Continued to attend these irregular 
meetings, read the Scriptures, pray.ed, 
and stood upon the side of Christ, 
though laughed at by his fellow-stu­
dents. He gave himself fully and un­
reservedly to the Lord, and began to 
enjoy the "peace that passeth all un­
derstanding." " In my joy," he says, 
" I wrote to my father and brother, en­
treating them to seek the Lord, and 

telling them how happy I was ; think­
ing that if the way to happiness were 
but set before them, they would gladly 
embrace it. To my great surprise, an 
angry answer was returiied." 

Young Miiller had given himself to 
the Lord in earnest, and the Holy 
Spirit graciously led him forward. He 
felt a desire to devote himself to mis­
sionary service, and went to his father 
to obtain- his consent. " My father," 
he says,. '• was greatly displeased, and 
particularly reproached me, saying that 
he had; expended so much money on 
my education in the hope that he might 
comfortably spend his last days with 
me in a parsonage, and that he now 
saw all these prospects come to nothing. 
He was angry, and told me he would 
no longer consider me as his son. But 
the Lord gave me grace to remain 
steadfast. He then entreated me, and 
wept before me; yet even this, by far 
harder trial, the Lord enabled me to 
bear." 

After this, he supported himself in 
college, by teaching his native lan­
guage to some Americans who were at 
Halle for literary purposes. 

At the close of his University course, 
he went to London, to be received by 
the London Society as missionary to 
the Jews. A delay of some weeks oc­
curring before the engagement for his 
services was completed, Mr. Miiller 
began to doubt the propriety of his 
going out under the patronage of this 
Society. The relation was dissolved 
with mutual consent and good feeling. 
He commenced laboring as Providence 
opened the way. At Edmouth he 
preached for a few weeks, and then 
went to Teignmouth,to preach ten days. 
The Lord blessed the word. The lit­
tle Church of eighteen invited him to 
become their pastor, at a salary of 
fifty-five pounds, and the invitation was 
accepted. Before the close of the year, 
he began to htive conscientious objec­
tions against receiving a stated salary, 
for the foUowing reasons, which he 
assigns: 

1. The salary was made up by pew 
rents; but pew rents are, according to 
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James ii, 1-6, against the mind of the 
Lord, as, in general, the poor brother 
<!aBnot have so good a seat as the 
rich. 

2. A brother may gladly do some­
thing towards my support, if left to 
his own time; but, when the quarter 
is up, he has, perhaps, other expenses, 
and I do not know whether he pays his 
money grudgingly and of necessity, or 
cheerfully; but " God loveth a cheer­
ful giver." A box was put up in the 
chapel, into which contributions could 
he put for his support. 

" About the same time," he adds, 
" my wife and I had grace given to us 
to take the Lord's commandment, " sell 
that ye have, and give alms," Luke 
xii, 33, literally, and to carry it out. 
Our staff and support in this matter 
were Matthew xxi, 19—34, John xiv, 
13, 14. We leaned on the arm of the 
Lord Jesus. It is now twenty-five 
years since we set out in this way, and 
we do not in the least regret the step we 
ihen took. 

The success of the Scriptural plan 
thus adopted, is shown in the follow­
ing extracts: 

" Nov. 18, 1830. Our money was 
reduced to about eight shillings. When 
I was praying with my wife in the 
morning, the Lord brought to my mind 
the state of our purse, and I was led to 
ask Him for some money. About four 
hours after, a sister said to me, " Do 
you want any money 1 " " I told the 
brethren," said I, " dear sister, when 
1 gave up my salary, that I would, for 
the future, tell the Lord only about 
my -wants." She replied, "But He 
has told me to give you some money. 
About a fortnight ago, I asked Him 
what I should do for Him, and He told 
me to give you some money; and last 
Saturday it came again powerfiilly to 
my mind, and has not left me since, 
and I felt it so forcibly last night that 
I could not help speaking of it to 
brother P . " My heart rejoiced, see­
ing the Lord's faithfulness, but I 
thought it better not to tell her about 
our circumstances, lest she should be 
influenced to give accordingly; and I 

also was assured that, if it were of the 
Lord, she could not but give. I, there­
fore, turned the conversation to other 
subjects, but when I left she gave me 
two guineas. I would call upon the 
reader to admire the gentleness of the 
Lord, that He did not try our faith 
much at the commencement, but al­
lowed us to see His willingness to help 
us before He was pleased to try us 
more fully." In this manner were 
all their temporal supplies procured. 
They told no one of their wants but 
the Lord. With earnest supplication 
and unwavering faith they spread them 
before Him, and He never failed to in­
terpose in their behalf in time of need. 
" About Christmas," he writes, " when 
our money was reduced to a few shil­
lings, I asked the Lord for money; 
when, a few hours after, there was 
given tp us a sovereign by a brother 
from Ajcminister. This brother had 
heard much against me, and was at 
last determined to hear for himself, 
and thus came to Teignmouth, a dis­
tance of forty miles; and having heard 
about our manner of living, gave us 
this money." 

Their faith was sometimes thor­
oughly tested. 

" On the 6th, 7th and 8th of Janu­
ary, 1831, I hati repeatedly asked the 
Lord for money, but received none. 
On the evening of January 8th I left 
my room for a few minutes, and was 
then tempted to distrust the Lord, 
though he had been so gracious to us, 
in that he not only, up to that day, 
had supplied all our wants, but had 
given us also those answers of prayer 
which have been, in part, just men­
tioned. I was so sinful, for about five 
minutes, as to think it would be of no 
use to trust in the Lord in this way. I 
also began to say to myself, that I had, 
perhaps, gone too far in believing in 
this way. But, thanks to the Lord! 
this trial lasted but a few minutes. He 
enabled me again to trust in Him,fand 
Satan was immediately confountied; 
for when I returned to my room, out 
of which I had not been absent ten 
minutes, the Lord had sent deliver-
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ance. A sister in the Lord had brought 
us two pounds four shillings; so the 
Lord triumphed, and our faith was 
strengthened." 

In reference' to the effects of this 
course upon his spirit and state, he 
•writes as follows: 

" This way of living has often been 
the means of reviving the work of. 
grace in my heart when I have been 
getting cold; and it has also been the 
means of bringing me back again to 
the Lord, after I have been back­
sliding. For it will n6t do—it is nof 
possible to live in sin, and at the same 
time, by communion with God, to 
draw down from Heaven everything 
one needs for the life that now is. Fre­
quently, too, a fresh answer to prayer, 
obtained in this way, has been the 
means of quickening my soul, and fill­
ing me with much joy." 

Their labors at Teignmouth and vi­
cinity, were blessed to the salvation of 
many souls. In the latter part of May, 
1832, after much prayer and delibera­
tion, that they might know the mind of 
the Lord, they went to Bristol. Here, 
the first • thing, they persuaded the 
brethren to give up the pew rents, and 
to have all the seats free. 

August 13th, he writes: " TJiis even­
ing one brother and ^four sisters united 
with brother Craik-and' me in church 
fellowship at Bethesda, (chapel) with­
out any rules, desiring only'to act as 
ihe Lord shall be pleased to give us 
light through His word. 

To thia small society one hundred 
and four were added during the year. 
Their, temporal wants ^were supplied, 
as heretofore, in direct answer to'the 
prayer of faith. At the close of the 
year he writes: 

" During the last three years and 
three months, I have never asked any 
one for anything; but, by the help of 
the Lord, I have been enabJed, air all 
times, to bring my wants to Him, and 
He graciously has supplied them all. 
At the close of each of these four years, 
though my income has been compara­
tively great, I have had only a few 
shillings, or nothing at all left; and 

thus it is also to-day, by the help of 
God." 

If the principle developed in the fol­
lowing extract be correct, can we won­
der that there is so little spiritual life 
among Christians, when almost all 
their religious einterprises are carried 
on by contracting sdliances with the 
world •? 

"January 31. This evening a Dor­
cas Society was formed among the sis­
ters in communion with us, but not ac­
cording to the manner in which we' 
found one when we came to Bristol;. 
for, as we have dismissed all teachers 
from the Sunday School who were not 
real believers, so now believing females-
only will meet together to make clothes 
for the poor. The being mixed up-
with unbelievers had not only proved 
a barrier to spiritual conversation 
among the sisters, but must have been 
also injurious to both parties in seve­
ral respects. One sister, now unit«d 
to us in fellowship, acknowledged that 
the being connected with the Dofcas-
Society, previous to her conversion, 
had been, in a measure, the means 
of keeping her in security; as she 
thought that, by helping on such like 
things, she might gain heaven at lastj>. 
O, that the saints, in faithful love, ac­
cording to the word of God, (2 Cor. 
vi, 14-18,) might be more separated 
in all spiritual matters froiri unbeliev­
ers, and riot be unequally yoked to­
gether with them." 

• Feeling that he could not co-operate 
with any of the existing Missionary 
Societies, because of their connection 
with the world, the unscriptural aims 
they propose, and the worldly manner 
in which their affairs are conducted, 
Mr. Miiller was led, in Feb. 1^34, to 
form a new Institution for the es­
tablishment and support of Sunday 
Schools, the circulation of the Scrip­
tures, and the spread of the Gospel. 
Through this institution there have 
been expended, in twenty-six years, 
the following suras, sent in •unsolicited, 
to Mr. Miiller, in answer to prayer : 
For the circulation of the Scriptures,. 
$28,405 J to aid Missionary efforts in 
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various parts, $25,000; and for the 
distribution of religious books and 
tracts, over $40,000, besides the 
amounts he expended in procuring in­
struction for 13,124 children and youth 
in Sunday and day schools. 

But the great work of his life, and 
that which makes it appear marvellous 
in the eyes of unbelievers, is the estab­
lishment and support of the Orphan 
Asylum at Bristol, without any other 
means, except such as God sent him 
in answer to prayer. He felt a desire 
to benefit poor orphans, and by pro­
viding for their wants and seeing that 
they were trained up in the fear of 
God ; " but still," he says, " the first 
and primary object of the work was 
and still is, that God might be magni­
fied by the fact that the orphans un­
der my care are provided with all they 
need, only by prayer and faith, with­
out any one being asked by me or my 
fellow-laborers, whereby it may be 
seen that God is FAITHFUI. STILL, and 
HEARS PRATER STILL." 

-After praying and deliberating much 
over the matter, he asked the Lord to 
teach him, through the instrumentality 
of a brother in whose fidelity to God 
he had great confidence. Contrary to 
his expectation, this brother greatly 
encouraged him in this jindertaking. 
A public meeting was called. Mr. 
Miiller stated his plan. There was 
purposely no collection. Ten shillings 
were handed him after the meeting. 
He sent to the press the substance of 
his remarks at the meeting. The same 
day a brother and sister proposed 
themselves for the service of the or­
phan house, offering to give their fur­
niture and to labor without any sal.iry. 
In the evening, a brother brought, 
from several individuals, three tiishes, 
twenty-eight plates, three basins, one 
jug, four mugs, three salt stands, one 

.pra ter , four knives, and five forks. 
Thus supplies' came in. He writes, 
Dec. 12, " While I was praying, this 
morning, that the Lord would give us 
a fresh token of his favor concerning 
the orphan house, a brother brought 
three dishes, twelve plates, one basin, 

and one blanket. After this' had been 
given, I thanked God, and asked Him 
to give, even this day, another encour­
agement. Shortly after, fifty pounds 
was given, and that by an individual 
from whom, for several reasons, I 
could not have expected this sum. 
Thus, the hand of God appeared so 
much the more clearly. Even then, I 
was led to pray that this day the Lord 
wotdd give still more. In the evening, 
accordingly, there was sent, by a sis­
ter, twenty-nine yards of print. Also, 
a sister offered herself for the work." 

From this time, donations were 
made of furniture, half-worn clothing, 
and money, in sums from one hundred 
pounds to a half-penny. 

On the 21st of April, 1836, the or­
phan house was opened, with seventeen 
children. Within a short time, forty-
three more were admitted, and the 
number kept increasing. They occu­
pied rented houses for about ten years. 
Then Mr. Miiller was drawn out in 
prayer in reference to building. For 
twenty-one days he kept pleading with 
the Lord before making his thoughts 
known to any one. -sOn the thirty-
sixth day after he' commenced praying 
about it, he received one thousand 
pounds towards the building of the 
orphan house. Prayer^unceasing, was 
offered—funds were sent in,—loJ;s were 
purchased, and suitable buildings erect­
ed, one after another, untU three large 
stone buildings, capable of accommo­
dating eleven hundred and fifty or­
phans, have been put up and paid for, 
without any one having been applied 
to personally for anything. The or­
phans are well cared for, clothed and 
fed and educated, from money ob­
tained, without donation parties or so­
licitation from any one personally,^ut 
in dirBCt answer to prayer ! What an 
illustration of the povver of faith, even 
in the nineteenth century! Reader, 
be encouraged to TRUST IN GOD. 

CALLOUS hearts tbat are insensible 
to others' misery, are susceptible of no 
true delight. * 
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MY ANGEL G U I D E . 

BT MRS. EMILY 0. JUDSOK. 

I gazed down Ufa's dim labyrinth, 
A wUdering maze to aee, 

Crossed o'er by many a tangled due, 
And wUd aa wild could be; 

And as I gazed in doubt and dread, 
An angel came to me. 

I knew hito for a heavenly guide, 
I knew him even then,' 

Though meekly as a phUd he stood 
Among the sons of men— 

By hia deep and spirit-loveliness 
I knew him even then. 

And aa I leaned my weary head 
Upon hia proffered breast, 

And scanned the perU-haunted wfld, 
From out my place of rest, 

I wondered if the shining onea 
Of Eden were more blest 

For there waa light within my soul. 
Light on my peaceful way, 

And all around the blue above. 
The clustering atarUght lay; 

And easterly I saw upreared. 
The pearly galea of day. 

So, hand in hand, we trod the wild, 
Ky angel love and I— 

Hia Ufted wing aU quivering 
With tokens from the aky. [divine 

Strange, my duU thought could not 
'Twas lifted—but to fly 1 

Agtun down life's dim labyrinth 
I grope my way alone, 

While wildly through the midnight sky 
Black, hurrying douda are blown. 

And thickly in my tangled path. 
The aharp, bare thorns are sown. 

Tet firm my foot, for •wellT know 
The goal cannot be far. 

And ever, through the rifted douda. 
Shines out one steady star— 

:^ r when my guide went np, he left 
The pearly gates ajar. 

TAKE THE RIGHT TURNING. 

" J O B , " said m y father to me, one 
afternoon in the winter, " I want you 
to take these two empty sacks to mil­
ler Brown's ." Now, the miller lived 
in the next village, about two miles 
away. " B e sure you take the right 
turning, J o b ; and as i t will be quite, 
dark before you get back, you had 
bet ter take the lantern wijh you." 

" Oh," I replied, " I can find my 
way back in the dark . with m y eye* 
shu t ; there is no fear of m y taking the 
wrong turning." 

It was very foolish of me to answer 
in this manner, as our family had not 
long lived in that par t of the country,, 
and I was therefore a stranger to the 
places around. 

On my way home the night set in 
d a r k ; there was neither moon nor star 
to be seen. After first walking in one 
way, and then in another, I was quite 
brought to a stand. WhUst thinking, 
what I should do, I heard some foot­
steps. They were those of a man who 
was going home firom w o r k ; but 1 
could not tell whether he were a rob­
ber Qr not. However , with a good 
deal of fear, I called out to know if I 
were in the right way for m y father's 
house. " W h y , m y lad," he said, " you 
are -quite out of the w a y ; you have 
taken the wrong turning." 

As the man was going the same way 
as myself, I was glad to have him for 
a gu ide ; and by his friendly help I got 
safely home, though in rather a more 
humble temper of mind than that in 
which I set out. I wish this had been 
the only t ime in m y life when I did not 
take the right turning. 

Shor t ly after this, I went to work at 
the Manor F a r m . It was agreed that 
I should live in the house, and sleep 5i 
the same room, over the stable, along 
with a fellow-servant, the carter. Be­
fore I went to my place, m y pious 
mother said to me " J o b , if you would 
have the blessing of God rest upon 
you, do not forget to pray to him ev­
ery night and morning." The first 
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night I retired to rest, the young carter 
was soon in bed, but I sat down on an 
old chair in the room. " Why don't 
you get into bed, Job ?" said the 
carter. Ah, why did I not ? The fact 
was, r was ashamed to pray, and yet 
afraid to lie down to sleep without 
prayer. The fear that the young carter 
would laugh at me made me a coward. 
I wished that I had slept in another 
room, or that my felloW-servant would 
fall asleep. There was a struggle in 
my heart. My duty clearly was to 
kneel down—to make a decided stand 
for what is right—to obey my mother, 
and to seek my mother's God and Sav­
iour. But I gave way. I got into bed 
without prayer, and in a short time I 
was fast asleep: It was a turning point 
in my life, and I failed to take the right 
turning. 

Well would it have been for me if I 
had stood firm to duty, for I was soon 
thrown into the midst of snares and 
trials. You may be sure of this, that 
if you give up prayer, you will get on 
to slippery places, and be in the high­
way of sin. So I A>und it. 

My pious father and mother were 
soon laid in the grave, and I quickly 
forgot all their wise advice and warn­
ings. Their Bible was sold for a few 
pencse. The house of God was given 
up; and I got among those who told 
me that " I might live as I liked, and 
get to heaven at last." There are, 
alas, many in this world who are ready 
to help on the young to ruin. 

After a time I got tired of farming, 
and enlisted to a sergeant who came 
into our village with ribbons on his 
cap, and a medal on his breast; but 
not liking the duties of military life, I 
ran away, and, getting to the sea-shore, 
I engaged myself as a saUor. I thought 
it a fine thing to visit many lands and 
see the world. A sailor's life may be 
all very well in fine weather, but storms 
will come, and the smoothest sea will 
be lashed by the winds into fury. Cer­
tainly our ship met with storms enough, 
and in one of them she was wrecked 
on a rock. Of the whole orew three 
only were saved. 

That was a dreadful night when I 
found myself on the top of a rock in 
the midst of the wide ocean. The thun­
der roared, the lightding flashed across 
the sky, and the waves rose like moun­
tains ; you may suppose that I was 
filled with terror. Though I had been 
ashamed to pray before the carter in 
the little room over the stable, I was 
not ashamed to call upon God before 
my two ship-mates on the top of that 
rock. I cast myself on my knees, and 
prayed to God to save me, body and 
soul, for Jesus Christ's sake. WeU, 
the dreary night passed away ; in the 
morning the storm began to lull, and, 
to our joy, a ship hove in sight. We 
made signal to it, which was seen, and 
a boat was sent to take us on board. I 
returned, in due time, to my own land, 
a wiser ma» than I left it. 

It was some time after I had given 
up a sailor's life, that God, by His 
Holy Spirit, brought me to see that I 
was in the broad way that leads to 
death. I felt that I was a sinner; but 
then I was taught that Jesus Christ was 
a Saviour, able and willing to save the • 
chief of sinners. I believed in him 
with all my heart, and through his 
grace was led to repent of sin, and to 
live, as I hope, a life devoted to his 
service. 

As I now sit in my old arm-chair, 
in the front of my cottage, I think of 
days that are past. While I cherish a 
good hope of heaven through the mer­
its of my Saviour, I wMl to do a little 
good to others. And so I say to you, 
my young friends,—Be sure that you 
take the right turning. There are many 
false guides ready enough to lead you 
in the 'wrong.way; but if you have 
been trained, as I was, in the ways' of 
piety, stand fast by your early instruc­
tions, and they will stand fast by you. 
— Wayside Books. 

A MAN that breaks his word bids 
others be false to him. 

AFFECTATION in dress implies a flaw 
in the understanding. 
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- S P I R I T U A L G I F T S . 

BT REV. WM. REDDY. 
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u 

THERE is a' tendency among men at 
• this day to depreciate or deny the su­
pernatural in religion, and to account 
for all the phenomena of religious man­
ifestation on natural and scientific prin­
ciples. Hence, remarkable power or 
fluency in speaking is oratory or elocu­
tion, either natural or acquired; deep 
solicitude for sinners, amounting to a 
" travail" of souls, is the result of mis­
taken views of the dangef of sinners or 
of a sympathetic nature ; deep religious 
joy, amounting to ecstacy, expressed 
by shouting, crying or laughing, and 
especially by falling down, is the result 
of " nervousness," or excitement of the 
animal passions. The. efiect of prayer, 
of what the apostle calls the " fervent 
effectual prayer of a righteous man," 
that is sympathetic, or the eflfect of the 
workings of imagination. 

If the sick are restored in answer to 
prayer, it is because just then the dis­
ease had reached a crisis, though the 
fact may not have been known at the 
moment. And this tendency is spread­
ing in ihe Church. The tales told us 
by our fathers of the " mighty works" 
that were witnessed in the days of Ab­
bot, Wooster, and Wesley, were the 
offspring of credulity-, or of supersti­
tion. And even the miracles of the 
New Testament, they might all be ac­
counted for on natural principles, if the 
laws of the material universe were bet­
ter understood. Perhaps the time will 
come yet, in the developments of the 
future, that all these will be made 
plain. But if they be admitted to be 
supernatural, they were confined to the 
days of the apostles, and the supernatu­
ral has ceased from the Church, espec­
ially all things of a tangible or sensible 
nature. These are the days of science, 
of intelligence, ot refinement. "The 
former days were noi better than 
these,"—even when those mighty works 
were wrought, when devils were sub­
ject to Christians through the name of 
Jesus. So says an unbelieving, skep­

tical world; so say merely philosophi­
cal, metaphysical, psycological, formal, 
fashionable professors of religion. But 
what saith the Scriptures ? Let us look 
at the doctrine of spiritual gifis, espe­
cially as St. Paul says, "Now, con­
cerning spiritual gifts, I would not have 
you ignorant." 

The apostle says, " There is a diver­
sity of gifts, but the same Spirit, and 
there are diversities of operations; but 
it is the same God which worketh all 
in all." "But the manifestation of the 
Spirit is given to every man to profit 
withal." See 1 Cor. xii: 4-7. Then 
follows an enumeration of some of those 
gifts : " The word of wisdom," " the 
word of knowledge," "faith," "gifts of 
healing," "prophecy," "discerning of 
Spirits," &c. Now mark, these are all 
supernatural gifts of the Spirit. Not 
natural endowments, not acquirements 
merely. And these are divided by the 
Spirit to every man severally as HE 
wills,—ver. S i . 

Then there is the gift of "utterance." 
The apostles spake "as the Spirit gave 
them utterance." Pf,-iy for me, says St. 
Paul, that " utterance may be given to 
me^ that I may open my mouth boldly 
to make known the mystery of the gos­
pel." Eph.vi :19. "Praying for us that 
God would open a door of utterance." 
Col. iv : 3. Now, though the Spirit 
divides these severally to every man 
(each member of Christ's body) as he 
wills, yet he teaches us to covet the 
best gifts earnestly, and the Church is 
called upon to pray that their minis­
ters, as also themselves, may be en­
dowed with these gifts. 

It will not do to say that these gifts 
were restricted in their bestowment to 
the Apostles and early Christians. All 
will allow that what St. Paul says of 
" charity" or love, " the more excel­
lent way," in xiii of 1 Cor., applies to 
Christians in all subsequent time, and 
yet he immediately exhorts to covet 
earnestly ihe best gifts. The truth is, 
the Church needs these gifts at this day, 
to battle against error in its various 
forms. She needs them to preserve in 
her own mind the idea of the spiritual. 
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the supernatural. She needs them as 
ornaments to supersede her jewelry. 
Let her "covet earnestly" these gifts, 
and there would be less covetousness 
of worldly riches and honor, less cov­
etousness of worldly display. Take, 
for example, the gift of " faith," 1 Cor. 
xii: 9. By faith here, the Apostle 
evidently intends something more than 

justifying or sanctifying faith. He 
speaks of faith as a special endow­
ment—an extraordifaary power of be­
lieving against great difficulties and 
overcoming them—of removing moun­
tains—of casting out devils—of" secur­
ing mighty, results. 

*' A felth that will not shrink, though preased by ev­
ery foe, 

That will not tremble on the brink of any earthly 
•woe." 

"That laughs at seeming ImpossibiUties, and cries it 
must be done." 

See the instances. of the power of 
this faith, as cited by St. Paul, Heb. 
xi: 32-35. These instances, to be sure, 
are cited from tbe Old Testament, but 
if such power of faith was enjoyed by 
the ancient worthies, how much more 
may the Church now covet it, seeing 
Christ has " ascended on high," and 
led captivity captive, and received gifts 
for men ! 

There are mighty Jerichos to be ta­
ken in these days, with their triple 
walls of error, prejudice, and unbelief. 
And these walls cannot be battered 
down by logic, nor scaled by rhetoric, 
nor undermined by philosophy; they 
must be leveled by faith. Logic, rhet­
oric and philosophy have their part to 
act, but they must all be subordinate 
to, and employed by faith, or they are 
powerless. 

We need the gift of utterance in 
a more eminent degree, not merely the 
use of language, but the utterance of 
truth in ihe Spirit, so that words shall 
be shot out of the mouth of the speaker 
like the balls from a well-charged ord­
nance—the Spirit being the propelling 
force. What was that power that 
clothed the preaching of Abbott, and 
other early Methodist preachers^ Was 
it not a special endowment?. 

We should covet the gift of proph­
ecy. It is a .New Testament endow­
ment. See the quotation of Peter from 
Joel on the day of Pentecost: " Your 
sons and your daughters shall proph­
esy in the last days," saith God. 
" Tongues are for a sign, not to them 
that believe not; but prophesying serv-
eth not for them that believe not, but to 
them which believe. But if all proph­
esy, and there come in one that believ­
eth not, or one unlearned, he is con­
vinced of all, he is judged of all. And 
thus are the secrets of his heart made 
manifest, and so, falling down on his 
face, he will worship God, [why not 
sitting up, or leaning forward •?] and 
report that God is ip you of a truth." 
The Apostle concludes : " Wherefore, 
brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid 
not to speak with tongues. Let all 
things be done decently and in order." 
1 Cor. xiv. Prophesying does not al­
ways include the idea of foretelling fii­
ture events, though that gift the Spirit 
may still bestow if " he wi l l ;" but 
prophesying also means imparting Di­
vine wisdom, under the immediate 
promptings of the good Spirit. Mr. 
Fletcher says: " On all who are re­
newed in love, God bestows the gift of 
prophecy; " but " to prophesy in the 
sense he meant, was to magnify God, 
with the new heart of love and the new 
tongue of praise; as they did, who, on 
the day of Pentecost, were filled with 
the Holy Ghost! And he insisted that 
believers are now called to make the 
same confession; seeing we may all 
prove the same baptismal fire." " O, 
for that pure baptismal flame ! O, for 
the fullness of the dispensation of the 
Holy Ghost! Pray, pray, pray for 
this! This shall make us all of one 
heart and of one soul. Pray for gifts; 
for the gift of utterance, and confess 
your royal Master. A man without 
gifts is like the king in disguise, Be ap­
pears as a subject only. . You are kings 
and priests unto God."—Memoirs of 
Mrs. H. A. Rogers. 

It is possible that gifts and grace do 
not always go together. We know 
this is certainly true of natural gifts. 
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and it may be true of Spiritual gifts. 
Yet, generally speaking, our gifts will 
bear some proportion to our grace, es­
pecially if we coii«r them. And how 
vastly important it is that God should 
be allowed to display his " richest en­
ergy " in the Church for its edification, 
and the conviction of them that believe 
not. O, may the Church apprehend 
her privilege and responsibility in re­
spect to - these things, and relying on 
the Omnipotent energy of its head, go 
forth to the conquest of the world.— 
NORTHERN CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE, 1855. 

VALITE OF ONE LEAF.—There was 
once a caravan, crossing, I think, the 
north of India, and numbering in its 
company a godly and devout mission­
ary. As it passed along, a poor old 
man was overcome by the heat and 
labors of the journey, and, sinking 
down, was left to perish on the road. 
The missionary saw him, and kneeling 
down at his side, when the rest had 
passed along, whispered in his ear, 
"Brother, what is your hope?" The 
dying man raised himself a little m 
answering, " The blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth from all sin!" and immedi­
ately expired with the efibrt. The mis­
sionary was greatly astonished at the 
answer; and in the calm and peaceful 
appearance of the man, he felt assured 
he had died in Christ. How, or where, 
he thought, could this man, seemingly 
a heathen, have got his hope? And as 
he thought of it, he observed a piece 
of paper grasped tightly in the hand of 
the corpse, which he succeeded in get­
ting out. What do you suppose was 
his surprise and delight, when he found 
it was a single leaf of the Bible, con­
taining the first chapter of the first 
epistle of John, in which these words 
occur ? On that page the man had 
found the gospel. 

A MAN without modesty is lost to all 
sense of honour and virtue. 

A GOOD servant makes a good master. 

E G O T I S T I C A I ^ - I S IT? 

Is it egotistical to relate your expe­
rience, tell what the Lord hath done 
for your soul, to speak of your per­
sonal exercises in things spiritual and 
eternal? Is it egotistical to witness 
for Jesus, specify definitely, humbly, 
what God, in his infinite mercy and 
goodness, has enabled you to do in His 
service ?—a poor, miserable, wretched, 
dependent', hell-deserving sinner, with­
out His constant redeeming grace ? 

Well, beloved reader, if to declare 
these things publicly is egotistical, then 
the greatest, wisest, and best men in 
all ages, have been very egotistical. 
The holy prophets were egotistical. 
King David was one of the most ego­
tistical men that ever lived. Who 
ever referred to his own experience in 
heavenly things more fi-equently and 
definitely than the sweet singer of Is­
rael, the blessed psalmist.^ He told 
every body how the Lord brought him 
up out of a horrible pit, out of the miry 
clay, planted his feet on a rock, estab­
lished his goings, and put a new song 
in his mouth, even praise to God. 
" Come," said . he, " and hear, all ye 
that fear God, and I will declare what 
He hath done for my soul." Whole 
psalms are filled, overfiowingly, with 
personal gratulations to God for His 
redeeming, sanctifying grace. He calls 
upon all heaven, all earth, all nature-^ 
things animate and inanimate—to bow 
the listening ear to the voice of his 
thanksgivings to God, for His super-
abounding mercy in his personal salva­
tion and sanctification. See Psalms 
xviii, xxiii, xxvii, xxx, xxxiv, cxvi. " I 
will pay my vows," says he, " unto the 
Lord, now, in the presence of all His 
people." Psalm cxvi: 14. If refer­
ring publicly to God's special mercifiil 
dealings to our own soul's welfare, be 
indicative of pride, selfconceit, self-
seeking, or egotism, surely then, David, 
the prophet of God, was among the 
proudest and most egotistical. The 
primitive disciples, after the pentecostal 
baptism, fUled with the Holy Spirit, 

! 
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with joy and peace in believing, were 
very egotistical. They went every­
where relating the glorious things God 
had done for them. This personal, 
definite testimony was the purport of 
their message, the sum and substance 
of their preaching, and marvellously 
did God bless these personal testimo­
nies to the salvation of multitudes. 

Paul, on the same principle, was one 
'of the most egotistical men of the age. 
On every suitable occasion, Paul made 
special allusion to God's overshadowing 
goodness and mercy in the redemption 
of his own soul. When brought be­
fore the councils of his wicked persecu­
tors, the first thing, by way of vindica­
tion, was to open his lips wide for 
Jesus, in personal, definite testimony. 
When summoned to appear in the 
presence of a persecuting Sanhedrim, 
what his plea, his defence? God's 
dealings with his own soul, his convic­
tion, conversion, justification and sanc­
tification. Turn to Acts xxii,—how 
readest thou ? See, also, his defence 
before King Agrippa, in Acts xxvi. 
Mark, moreover, the tenor of his epis­
tles, how frequently, pointedly, and 
definitely he aWudes to his own experi­
ence, his firm faith, his entire conse-
cratednessto God and hiscause,his dead­
ness and crucifixion to the world, his 
temperance in all things, his example 
of purity and consistency, the bright, 
seraphic, glorious manifestations of 
God to his soul; his translation to the 
third heaven, hearing and seeing things 
unspeajtable. Surely, Paul, in accorcl-
ance with the reasonings of very many, 
must have been very egotistical, filled 
with vain boasting and self-conceit! 

The most humble, meek, modest, 
holy, useful, in all ages, have been 
bright examples of this so-called ego­
tism. The Lord is ever well pleased 
with it, smiles upon it approvingly, 
blesses it greatly to the participants, 
to tho conviction and conversion of the 
impenitent, to the building up of his 
people in their most holy faith. 

" Open thy mouth wide and I will 
fill it." Christ says, " Ye are ray wit­
nesses." How? by our godly walk. 

our meek, modest humility ? By 
keeping a conscience void of ofience ' 
towards men ? By doing justly, lov­
ing mercy, vvalking humbly, providing 
things honesji inthe sight of all men t 
Is this all ? " With the heart man be­
lieveth unto righteousness, and with 
the moutteconfeision is made unto sal­
vation." 'fawhoso offereth praise glo-
riiieth me." 

One special cause of the perpetual, 
increasing, holy kindlings of soul in 
God's faithful ones, is their meek and 
humble testimony, their frequent allu­
sions to the cleansing, purifying effi­
cacy of Christ's blood, in their, own 
redemption and sanctification. The 
beloved, godly, courteous, modest, re 
fined, pure-minded Fletcher, lost the 
blessing of perfect love four times suc­
cessively, by yielding to the tempter, 
the promptings of the evil one to close 
his lips, hush the question of personal, 
definite testimony. 

The Lord give us more of this same 
egotism, falsely so called, a thousand 
fold, let the world be full of it, let it 
be sounded out to the ends of the 
earth, ring from pole to pole! 

It strengthens the heart spiritually, 
increases faith, hope, and love. Every 
time we witness for Christ publicly, 
meekly, and humbly, we gain renewed 
spiritual strength. 

Instead of puffing up with pride or 
self-glorying, the relating what great 
things God has done for us, tends to 
self-abasement, the grace of humility, 
humble adoration and praise. 

It is a great blessing to others, en­
courages and strengthens the weak dis­
ciple, the doubting and hesitating. The 
psalmist says, " My soul shall make 
her boast in the Lord, the humble shall 
hear thereof and be glad." 

Again, this witnessing for Christ, 
testifying to his redeeming, sanctifying 
grace, is a positive duty, God com­
mands i t : " Let us hold fast the pro­
fession of our faith, without wavering." 
Mark " the profession of our faith." 
We omit this duty at our peril. Be­
loved brother, sister, will you suffer 
the cry of egotism, pride, self-glorying. 
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or any other cry, to rob you of this 
privilege, so long as you walk softly, 
keep a conscience void of offence, ab­
stain from all appearance of evil, aim 
to please God in all things ? The holy 
prophets ceased not this personal, defi­
nite testimony ; David did not; the 
early disciples did not hold their peace ; 
Paul did not; he positively declared 
that no man should close his lips in 
publicly witnessing to God's super-
abounding mercy to his soul! It was 
a blessing to him, a blfessing to others. 
Even the wicked King Agrippa was 
-almost persuaded to be a Christian, by 
hearing Paul testify to the efficacy of 
Jesus' blood to save to the uttermost. 
Brother, sister, go forward in God's 
strength, wisdom and grace; open 
your mouth wide in praise; tell to all 
-around what great things God has done 
for your soul; be definite; publish it; 
sound it out: let heaven's arches rjw r̂./ 
Give God the glory, and many shall 
see it, and fear, and shall trust in the 
Lord." 

** Never be ashamed of J e sus -
Glory ever In His cross; 

Count It most exalted honor 
To advance his blessed cause;— 

Hallowed honors, uatold blessings 
Cluster round the Saviour's cross"!" 

THE OCHRE SPRING.—On the moors 
of Yorkshire there is a stream of wa­
ter, which goes by 4he name of the 
""Ochre Spring." It rises high up in 
the hills, and runs on bright and spark­
ling for a short distance, when it sud­
denly becomes a dark and muddy yel­
low. What is the reason of this? 

' Why, it has been passing through a 
bed of ochre, and so it flows on for 
miles, thick and sluggish, useless and 
unpleasant. The world is full of such 
"beds of ochre." Fairs and races, 
sinful companions, Sunday bands in 
the; parks, bad books,—all such things 
-are just like beds of ochre; connection 
with them is pollution. " Enter not in 
the path of the wicked, and go not in 
the way of evil men; avoid it, pass 
by it, turn from it, and pass away."—-
Church of England Teachers' Mag-

F R E E M A S O N R Y . 

BT KEV. A. PHELPS. I 

[CONTISVKD.] i-
4. Look at the nature of masonic 

oaths. 
1. The first thing about them that 

attracts our notice, is their profound 
and unwarranted secresy. The ini­
tiatory oath contains this sweeping 
pledge : " Furthermore do I promise 
and swear,' that I will not write, print, 
stamp, stain, hew, cut, carve, indent, 
paint or engrave it on anything mova­
ble or immovable, under the whole 
canopy of heaven, whereby or whereon 
the least letter, figure, character, mark, 
stain, shadow or resemblance of the same 

.may become legible or intelligible to 
myself or any other person in the 
known world, whereby the secrets of 
masonry may be unlawfully obtained 
through my unvvorthiness." Of course, 
this raises a partition between a man 
and his own wife as effectually as be­
tween the veriest strangers on earth; 
and, indeed, more so; for if the stran­
gers be members of the same frater­
nity, they can freely discuss what they 
dare not lisp to those dear companions 
for life, whom the Scriptures represent 
as "one flesh" with themselves ! Can 
this be right? Let Nature answer. 
Let Revelation answer. Let the secret 
grievances and halfsuppressed feelings 
of heart-stricken wives answer, and let 
that answer be faithfully recorded. 

2. The ne.Kt point is the terrible pen­
alty under which every mason binds 
himself to keep inviolate his pledge of 
eternal secrecy. He closes the initia­
tory.oath in these words: "Binding 
myself under no less penalty than to 
have my throat cut across, my tongue 
torn out by the roots, and my body 
buried in the rough sands of the sea, 
at low-water mark, where the tide ebbs 
and flows twice in twenty-four hours; 
so help me God, and keep me steadfast 
in the due performance of the same." 
The penalty of violating the second 
oath, is thus expre-ssed: "Binding 
myself under no less penalty than to 
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have my left breast torn open, and my 
heart aud vitals taken from thence and 
thrown over my left shoulder, and car­
ried into the valley of Jehoshaphat, 
there to become a prey to the wild 
beasts of the field, and vultures of the 
air, if ever I should prove wilfully 
guilty of violating any part of this my 
solemn oath or obligation of a fellow-
craft mason." The third oath, which 
elevates the subject to the degree of 
master mason, obliges the candidate to 
adopt the following fearful language: 
"Binding myself under no less penalty, 
than to have my body severed in two 
in the midst, and divided to the north 
and south, my bowels burnt to ashes 
in the centre, and the ashes scattered 
to the four winds of heaven, that there 
might not the least track or trace of 
remembrance remain among men or 
masons, of so vile and perjured a 
'wretch as I should be, were I ever to 
prove wilfully guilty of violating any 
part of this, my solemn oath, or obli­
gation, of a master mason." 

Think of this, ye advocates of loy­
alty to Church and State! What legal 
right has a Masonic Lodge to adminis­
ter any oath? None at all. The laws 
of the land no more recognise such 
right in a combination of masons than 
in private citizens. But if they had 
ever so much legal sanction to admin­
ister a simple oath, where is either the 
civil or moral authority to administer 
oaths with such a penalty ? If masons 
have the right to bind a man under 
penalty of death, they have the clear­
est right to inflict that penalty in case 
of violation. But if they have any 
such right, why not exercise it in open 
day ? Why do they always seek to 
execute their culprits under nocturnal 
shades? It is evident they have no 
confidence in their own authority to 
inflict the penalties of masonic oaths. 

But a man has no more right to 
take an oath under such awftd penal­
ties, than the fraternity have to con­
nect such penalties with the oath which 
they administer. What right has a-
man to swear away his life ? To do 
so, is to rob both God and his coun­

try. " Every man's life," says Stearns, 
'' as a creature, is the property of God; 
as a citizen, it is the property of his 
country. No law will justify him in 
swearing it away to masons. It is 
what he has no right to dispose of. 
According to the laws of masonry, his 
life might be forfeited, when, according 
to the laws of God and his country, he 
would have the same privilege to live 
as others have." Little do the young 
men of our country seem to realize 
the dangers to which they heedlessly 
expose themselves, when they enter 
into masoiiic bonds. They know not 
what unexpected hour, or on what vain 
pretext, they may find themselves on 
trial for their lives, and hurried into 
the jaws of death. We prefer to keep 
out of such hands. 

The penalties above described are 
suflSciently shocking, but far less so 
than the one we are about to note. It 
is the penalty annexed to the oath of 
Knights of the Red Cross: " Binding 
myself under no less penalty than that 
of having my house torn down, the 
timber thereof set up and I hanged 
thereon, and when the last trump shall 
blow, that I be forever excluded from 
the society of all true and courteous 
knights, should I ever wilfully and 
knowingly violate any part of this-
solemn obligation." The candidate af­
terward swears " to put confidtace in 
every illustrious brother of the^Oross, 
as a true and worthy follower of the 
blessed Jesus." Hence, the above is 
swearing that he will be forever ex­
cluded from heaven, and forever suffer 
the pains of hell, as the penalty of vio­
lating the oath. There is another oath, 
cialled the " sealed obligations,". in 
which the candidate drinks wine from 
a human skull, and swears : " As the 
sins of the whole world were laid upon 
the head of the Saviour, so may all the 
sins committed by the person whose 
skull this was, be heaped upon my 
head, in addition to my own, should I 
ever knowingly or wilfully violate or 
transgress any obligation that I have 
heretofore taken, take at this time, or 
shall at any future period take, in rela-
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tion to any degree of masonry or order 
of knighthood, so help me God." Here 
we see that masons of high degree not 
only swear away their lives,h\it also their 
souls! They volunteer to sufi'er the 
eternal and even double torments of 
the damned, provided they ever violate 
any oath, from first to last, in the ma­
sonic category ! -How can any be so 
daring as this ? Least of all, bow can 
Christians have such effrontery. And 
yet, think of the thousands that claim 
to be the followers and ministers of 
Christ, binding themselves under the 
penalty of eternal death never to dis­
close the secrets of a corrupt institu­
tion ! Heaven save us from such de­
generacy ! 

3. Look at the requirements of ma­
sonic oaths. They enjoin what may 
often be unlawful in itself Every 
master mason swears to "obey all 
regular signs, summons, or tokens, 
given, handed, sent, or thrown to him, 
from the hand of a brother master 
mason, or from the body of a just and 
lawfully (instituted Lodge of such, 
provided it be within the length of his 
cable-tow." When a member violates 
his oath, and subjects himself to the 
terrible death-penalty annexed, some­
body is required to execute the bloody 
deed. Any man receiving a " sum­
mons " to that efl'ect, must consent to 
perform a murderer's part, without a 
word of complaint.' Suppose the man 
thus drafted or summoned, to be a 
professed follower of Jesus Christ, or 
a minister of the gospel, how would 
such a one appear, engaged in such a 
work ? 

In taking the third oath the candid­
ate swears—" That a master mason's 
secrets, given to me in charge as such, 
and 1 knowing him to be such, shall 
remain as secure and inviolable in my 
breast as in his own, when communi­
cated to me, murder and treason ex­
cepted, and they left to my own elec­
tion." In taking one of the higher 
degrees, the candidate thus affirms: 
"Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that I will aid and assist a companion 
Royal Arch Mason wherever I shall 

see him engaged in any difficulty, so 
far as to extricate him from the same, 
whether he be right or wrong! Fur­
thermore do 1 promise and swear, that 
a companion Royal Arch Mason's se­
crets, given to me in charge as such, 
and I knowing him to be siich, shall 
remain as secure and inviolable in my 
breast as in his own, when communi­
cated to me, murder and treason nqt 
excepted!" 

On this shocking oath, a few re­
marks from Rev. John G. Stearns may 
suffice : 

" How many professed ministers of 
Chjist have taken this oath! These 
men who preach that 'without holi­
ness no man shall see the Lord,' never­
theless, have solemnly sworn that they 
will conceal the crimes of a traitor or 
murderer, and even aid and assist him 
to escape detection and the justice of 
his country—to extricate him from his 
difficulty, 'whether he be right or 
wrong.' Should they be called to tes­
tify against this Royal Arch traitor or 
murderer, whose crimes they have been 
charged to conceal, the oath, if they 
consider it binding, must close their 
lips; or, if they swear, they must 
swear falsely—thatthey have no knowl­
edge of his crimes. They must swear 
thus, not only to keep his secrets, but 
to " extricate him from his difficulty." 
The tendency of such oaths must be 
seen at once by every Intelligent 
reader. Instead of deterring from vice, 
they remove the barriers to its prac­
tice, and serve to defeat the govern­
ment of God and men. 

PERRT, N . Y. , April 6, 1861. 

fTo be continued.] 

As in life, so in study, it is danger­
ous to do more things than one at 
a time. 

CHARITV obliges us not to mistrust 
a man; prudence, not to trust before 
we know him. 

As you sow, so shall you reap. 
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P R E A C H I N G . 

B r BEV. JNO. FULLBB. 

PROBABLY, a greater number of 
Christian young men have their minds 
perplexed, and their grace tried, by the 
question of its being their duty to 
preach the Gospel, than from any 
other one cause. Nearly all young 
men, we think, and many older ones, 
who have been truly converted, and 
whose hearts are yet warm with new 
life frona God, receive from • some 
source,a feeling of duty to go and pro­
claim the tidings of salvation to lost 
men. Nor is this idea of duty limited 
to men; but when the Spirit is poured 
out, as on the day of Pentecost, then 
some of Lord's " handmaids," also, 
begin to feel that they must " proph­
ecy;" so that, in a great many cases, 
the Church is troubled to know what 
to do with these ardent brothers and 
sisters, as well as these persons to 
know what to do with themselves. 
Now, are these numerous impressions 
of duty from God; or are they not? 
Our opinion is that they are genuine— 
are from the Holy Spirit. But it is 
also our opinion that, in ninety-nine 
cases out of a hundred, the notions of 
these persons concerning whai is re­
quired by the call, or how much is in­
cluded in it, are greatly erroneous; 
and that from these mistaken notions 
as to what and how much their duty to 
preach implies, arises the great trouble. 
Whoever teaches another, oi- a few 
others, the necessity, and conditions of 
salvation, through Jesus Christ, has 
already, in a very scriptural and im­
portant sense, become a preacher of 
the Gospel; and any greater amount 
of time and talent which one might 
afterward employ in the work, and 
any greater number of people to whom 
he or she might off'er Christ, would not 
alter the nature of the work; it would 
still be nothing more than preaching. 
When a persecution arose about Ste­
phen, the disciples generally—the 
common membership, went into differ-' 
ent places, " preach'mg the Lord Jesus;" 

So, the Church generally, to which 
Paul was writing, Heb. v. 12, was 
blamed for not being teachers ot the 
things of the Oracles of God. And 
Christ said, " Whosoever shall do and 
teach these commandments, shall be 
called great in the Kingdom of Heav­
en." And the general experience of 
living Christians is that of a voice in • 
them, crying after perishing sinners, 
" Behold the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sins of the world." 
" Accordingly, a call to preach should 
be understood to be a common call— 
common to Christians in general, 
agreeing with Rev. xxii, 17, " The 
Spirit and the bride say come." If it 
were the general understanding in the 
Church, that whoever does what he 
can to " teach others also," is a 
preacher, there would not be so many 
in trouble from a belief that extraordi­
nary service .for the cause of Christ is 
required of them. We think a broad 
distinction should be made between a 
call to preach and a call to take the 
ministerial charge of a Church. The 
first does not, by any means, necessa­
rily iinply the second. A call to preach 
is direct from God, and is not necessa^ 
rily conditioned on the will of men, 
but a man's duty to take the oversight 
of a Church as their Pastor, must de­
pend on the wish or assent of that 
Church. We ought, also, to make a 
distinction between a duty to preach, 
and a duty to give one's whole time 
and attention to that work. 

It is an injurious doctrine which 
some have taught, that if a man is 
called of God to preach, he is, there­
fore, required to make that his one and 
only work, and that for life. Such a 
sentiment would deprive the Lord's 
work of the help of numerous local 
preachers, and exhorters, and Divinely-
gifted womMi, all of whom ought, 
either alone or in company with oth­
ers, to go and hold meetings in every 
neighborhood and village, where good 
can be done in that way, aud so to 
keep the people in' a constant excite­
ment. The Apostles " ordained Elders 
in every city." These must have been. 
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comparatively local and self-support­
ing. The good which has attended 
the labors of self-supporting individu­
als, all along in the history of the 
Church, is a Divine call for much more 
of the same kind of work. In the great 
majority of cases, then, the duty to 
preach narrows itself down to this: 
To speak and labor for the good of 
souls, so far, and only so far, as our 
duty to support ourselves and fami­
lies, and to help others will admit, and 
so far, and only so far, as the time 
which belongs to others, in the meet­
ings which we attend will allow of our 
exercise. As for a call to the constant 
work of one who has the oversight of 
a Church, or Churches, and who re­
ceives an entire support from them; 
such a call is not to. be believed in 
merely from what we feel in our own 
hearts, and without any reference to a 
request from men; but is to be con­
sidered as only half made till the 
Church manifests a wish for our ser­
vices. 

If these views are correct, is it not 
'wrong, as well as needless, for so 
many to be borrowing trouble about 
the future duty of sermonizing, and of 
pastoral responsibility, which future 
they may never see, or to which office 
the people of Goti may never call 
them ? 

If these views are correct, does not 
a sister hear more than God speak, if 
she believes it required of her to stand 
before a congregation, as a minister, 
or as the principal religious teacher, 
to whom they are to look for the Word 
of Life? So did not those women, 
(we think,) who labored in the Gospel 
with the Apostles. So do not various 
women who are now publicly laboring 
in the Gospel, greatly to the honor of 
God, and the good of souls. And if 
these views are correct, may not that 
brother who is anxious and unsettled 
respecting his duty in this matter, very 
safely conclude as follows ? I will not, 
for the honor and pay of the ministry, 
be anxious to have it my indispensable 
duty to preach; but I will attend to 
all my duties as a Christian, embrace 

the common opportunities which the-
institutions of my Church affords of 
speaking to others to " edification, ex­
hortation, and comfort; " and if I have 
a better gift than common for public 
speaking, others will perceive it, and 
open the way for me to improve that 
gift as soon as I shall need to know 
my duty in that matter, and then, 
" immediately I will confer not with 
fiesh and blood," but move forward to 
do only so'much as the good and wise 
believe me called to do; and when I 
have shown my gifts and grace in this 
new sphere, it will appear to others 
whether I am or am not qualified for 
still higher responsibilities; and if I 
am so qualified, they will again make 
known their wishes as soon as I shall 
need to make known my duty; and 
with these views, I will calmly leave 
my case with the Lord and His people, 
believing that each new position which 
I ought to fill, will, in due season, be 
pointed out to me by those whom I 
ought, as a duty to God, to serve. 

LTNDONVILLE, N . Y . 

THE STRENGTH OF LOVE,—Love 
puts a man uptMi the use of all means 
to enjoy the tmiig loved. He that 
loves the world, how active is he ! He 
will break his sleep and peace for it. . 
He that loves honor, what hazards will 
run! He will swim to the throne in 
blood. Jacob loved Rachel, and what 
wpuld not he do, though it were serv­
ing a two seven-years' apprenticeship 
for obtaining her ? Love is like wings 
to the bird, like sails to the ship—it 
carries a Christian full sail to heaven. 
Heaven is a place of rest and joy—it 
is. paradise, and will you not love it ? 
Love heaven, and you cannot miss i t ; 
love breaks through all opposition—it" 
takes heaven by storm. Love, though 
it labour, is never weary. 

TEMPERANCE is the strength of the 
soul. 

A GOOD word for a bad one, is worth 
much and costs little. 

i l m 
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S T E P H E N GRELLET, THE 
F R E N C H QUAKER. 

BT MRS, L. B. LANE. 

[ooirmmD.] 

" M y spirit, for several months, has 
looked earnestly for direction, as it re­
gards my removal from Philadelphia, 
to join my beloved brother, Joseph, 
in New York. The prospect is trying, 
but if I know my own soul, I have no 
will in it, only desiring to be in the 
right place." After his removal to 
New "York, he engaged with his brother 
in mercantile pursuits. " But," Ste­
phen Grellet remarks, " I was not long 
able to pay much attention to busi­
ness—my mind became much enlarged 
for the inhabitants of this land. I 
greatly wondered why such an exer­
cise should come upon me, but I was 
brought to such a state, that to obtain 
peace, and the lifting up of the Lord's 
countenance upon me, I could have 
giv£n up to go to the ends of the 
earth." He had already made several 
religious -visits, not far distant from 
his home. Some time after this, I 
heard that my dear friend, J . Hall, was 
coming from England on a religious 
visit, and the impression was strong 
that I must accompany him in that 
service. I cried earnestly unto the 
Lord that if it was indeed His will that 
I should engage in such a work, that 
He would give J. Hall to see it himself 
with clearness. I visited him soon af­
ter he arrived, when he took me aside, 
and told me that I was the person he 
had seen while at sea, prepared of the 
Lord to be his companion in the ser­
'vice of the Gospel here. I marvelled 
at the Lord's condescension in gi-ving 
me such an evidence of His will. 

Leaving my small temporal con­
cerns with my brother, and resigning 
myself to my dear Master's Spirit, I 
went to join my friend, John Hall, 
who was now in Philadelphia." 

They were more than twelve months 
traveling in the Southern States, at-
teniiing the meetings of Friends. Ste-

10 

phen Grellet remarks: " On the 8th 
of 9th month, I was permitted by 
my blessed Master to enter into very 
deep baptisms. O, the depth of the 
anguish that came upon me. No past 
experience of the Lord's redeeming 
love and power was able to adminis­
ter to my distress. I was plunged 
into a state of doubting, and even of 
unbelief in the mercy of God through 
Jesus Christ; a dark spirit, on which 
account, I have at times since, so bit­
terly suff'ered for those who have been 
carried away by it. I continued in 
such a state for some days that I could 
not travel. It would, indeed, have 
been presumption to go forth as an 
ambassador for Christ, while I was 
tempted to doubt His Eternal Divin­
ity and Godhead, His meritorious sac­
rifice for the sins of the world, even to 
let go the hold of my hope in Him, 
through whom is the atonement, 
through faith in whom alone remission 
of sins is to be obtained. ' Oh! the 
the workings and subtlety of this spirit 
of unbelief! Forever and ever blessed 
be the Lord, who, after days and nights 
of fiery conflict, was pleased to lift up 
again the light of His countenance 
upon me, and at the brightness thereof 
darkness fled apace. O, never have I 
beheld the excellency of the Gospel of 
Christ with more ravishing beauty 
than I did then. The same light which 
gave me to see the transforming power 
of Satan, showed me also the Lord of 
glory, even Him who has been deliv­
ered for our offences, and raised again 
for our justification, who is the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life, without which 
none can come to the Father. Whilst 
wondering why such an exercise should 
come upon me, I (saw I must be pre­
pared to feel for those that were thus 
tempted. 

It was but a few days after that we 
heard of one of our ministers, then on 
a visit to England, who had become a 
prey to this spirit of infidelity, even 
denying the Lord that bought us with 
His own blood, and calling in question 
the validity of the Holy Scriptures." 

The commencement 'of- the year 
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1804, was marked by the interesting 
event of Stephen Grellet's marriage to 
Rebecca Collins, of New York. " It 
might be truly said," his biographer 
remarks, " that their union was in the 
Lord." 

A short time before, he had visited 
the Eastern and Northern States, hav­
ing attended all the meetings of 
Friends. On his return, he records 
the death of his Father, whom he had 
the strongest assurance had died " the 
death of the righteous." 

Again he visits the States of New 
York and Vermont, and parts of Can­
ada; After an interval of six months, 
he visits the Churches in Pennsylva­
nia, Delaware and Maryland. " At 
Bayside, Maryland, many slaveholders 
were present. I showe.d the inconsist­
ency of slavery, and its various fea­
tures, with the spirit of Christianity. 
At 'WUliamsport, after having made a 
fresh surrender of my all to the Lord's 
will, I was prepared to enter into feel­
ing with the meeting, which was very 
largely attended. The Lord's power 
rose into dominion, and under it I was 
able to minister to the people, many 
of whom were tender in spirit, when 
on bended knees, I offered prayers, in­
tercessions and praises. I came, that 
night, to the Widow McCarty's, who 
has eighteen children living. Some of 
them are pious. She is a valuable 
Minister." 

In the midst of a variety of religious 
services, at and about home, Stephen 
Grellet felt the " necessity laid upon 
him" to visit his Father-land. In the 
Spring of 1807, "believing the time 
had fuUy come to resign himself to the 
Lord's requiring," he again left his all, 
and went forth, as an Ambassador for 
Christ, to the land of his nativity. His 
beloved wife, just recovering from a 
severe attack of yellow fever, which 
he touchingly describes, and by which 
her dear Mother had been summoned 
to the tomb, was left behind. " Though 
parting with her," he says, "as not 
likely to see each other again in this 
world, she was my faithful helper, in 
encouraging me to devote my all to 

the service of the dear Redeemer. It 
was a solemn parting, but the Lord 
gave strength. Lord, for Thy sake, 
and Thy Truth, my dear companion 
and Thy servant have offered one an­
other to Thee; keep her by Thy 
power, comfort her by Thy presence, 
fulfil Thy promise Thou hast made 
Thy servant: ' My presence shall go 
with thee, and I will give thee rest.' 
We came, yesterday, in sight of Mar­
seilles, and having taken in a pilot, he 
has brought us safe into port. Curi­
osity to see a Quaker, frequently 
brings persons of various ranks and con­
ditions, to See and converse with me. 
Several Catholic /Priests are among 
the number. My^_^OTSJses in ap­
proaching Brives wei« great. The 
meeting with my preeioi\s Mother was 
an affecting one. We nad not seen 
each other since 1790, and many event­
ful circumstances have occurred in that 
series of years. I am here entirely 
surrounded by Roman Catholics. Ev­
ery part of my dress, speech and con­
duct, is narrowly watched by them. 
In almost every company, to which I 
am introduced, their spirit of inquiry 
leads to the unfolding of the principles 
and doctrines of the Gospel, and the 
nature of pure religion. Thus, I have 
to set before them how unsafe it is to 
trust the salvation of a never-dying 
soul to what Priests can do for them, 
to prayers to their Saints, etc,; the 
short and only true way being with 
sincere repentance for our sins to come 
to Christ Jesus, the only Saviour, who 
has given Himself for us to save us 
from sin. Yet I find, amidst such a 
mist of darkness, some tender, spiritu­
ally minded persons, whom I trust are 
near the kingdom of God. Our mer­
ciful High Priest, who is touched 'with 
the feeling of our infirmities, has re­
gard to the integrity of their hearts. I 
have had frequent opportunities to 
open to some of these, the pure and 
undefiled way to life everlasting. Their 
hearts rejoice at the glad tidings. Sev­
eral of these are among the Nuns. In 
one Convent, their Superior being a 
sensible woman, hears the truth with 
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gladness, aud gives me opportunities 
to unfold the truths of the Gospel of 
Christ to the Nuns of her Convent. If 
the Priests encouraged them in the 
right way, instead of setting a stumb­
ling block before them, bright instru­
ments might arise from among them. 
I marvel, indeed, how, under their pres­
ent circumstances, I can have so open 
a door with them, as the Priests have 
represented me as a dangerous person. 
But these pious persons say, that it is 
the true and everlasting Gospel that I 
declare to them, and therefore theiV confi­
dence in their Priests is shaken. This is 
the case with my beloved Mother. She 
felt such concern on my account, think­
ing that, according to the representa­
tion of the Priests, I must be finally 
lost as a heretic, that she had them to 
say Masses on my behalf, and paid 
also money, that prayers might be put 
up on my account. Not satisfied with 
that, she urged me to accompany her, 
to her Confessor, a Monk in whom she 
placed great confidence, hoping he 
would convert me to the IPapist's faith. 
To satisfy her, I yielded to her request. 
Biit great was her disappointment, 
when she saw that, instead of using 
the arguments she expected to con­
vince me, he gave way to bitter invec­
tives, because I would not fight, re­
fused to take oaths, etc. I brought 
forward clear Scripture passages, as 
authox'ity from the commands of Christ 
the Lord, whom we are to obey in all 
things. Then he gave way to anger, 
so thtcb̂  he could proceed no further, 
and being worked up into a passion, I 
left him in that state. After we got 
out, my beloved Mother lifted up her 
hands in astonishment, at conduct so 
unbecoming a Christian professor, and 
from that time her mind has been 
much more open to receive the truth. 
Like the noble Bereans, she searches 
the Scriptures diligently, a copy of 
which I have given her. 

I went to Bellac, to visit my Sister 
De Bois. I had some interesting re­
ligious meetings and opportunities, one 
of these was with one of my old tu­
tors in my Father's house. He is a 

I, Priest, and at the head of the College 
at Magnac. He was pleased to see 
his former pupil, and manifested more 
liberality than is common to find 
among that class of men. My dear 
Sister is one that is less under the 
shackles of superstition than most. I 
have great comfort in being with her. 
But my spirit is under great heaviness 
with regard to the people generally. 
Vital religion has fled from among 
them, and they have set up their 
Priests' inventions instead of it." 

Stephen Grellet's labors in his na,tKe 
land were brought to an earlier clpse 
than he had looked for. Under Vhe 
restrictions of Napoleon, he was not 
allowed to proceed to Paris, as he had 
wished to do. He, therefore, felt at 
liberty to leave France and return 
home. He remarks, "' I hav0 felt sat­
isfied for the present to retire from 
this country. I am far, however, from 
being able to say, I leave it with a 
clear mind. I am, more than ever, 
united to a remnant in it." 

Peacefidly returned from an inter­
esting visit to his Father-land, Stephen 
Grellet was soon called to mingle 
again in religious exercise with the as­
sembled brethren of his own Church. 
He again made a religious visit to the 
Southern and Western States. The 
history of all his journeying is so 
deeply interesting," it is difficult to se­
lect, as we are obliged to take only 
here and there an incident for these 
papers. 

" At Georgetown," he remarks, " the 
meeting was well attended, as was that 
at Washington. My Holy Helper 
strengthened me to bear to them ' good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people,' testifying of the Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. D. Madi­
son, the President's wife, and her sis­
ter, who were at the meeting, appeared 
tender, and invited me to go and see 
them. They were formerly members 
of our Society. A physician, a ilender 
spirited man, related to me the follow­
ing circumstances: A few weeks ago 
he was sent for, by a plantar, who re­
sides some miles hence, to visit one of 
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his slaves. On entering the miserable 
cabin in which the sick man was, the 
slave-holder accompanying him, he 
saw the poor slave stretched on a little 
straw. On examining him, he found 
him in an apparently .unconscious and 
dying state. The Master, who was not 
aware of his low condition, began, in 
very abusive language, to upbraid and 
threaten him, using very coarse epi­
thets. He said, by pretending to be 

• religious, and going to your meetings, 
yoii have got this sickness, but as soon 
as you are better, I will* cure you with 
a thousand lashes. The Physician told 
him, from appearances, the poor man 
had but a few moments to live; upon 
which the slave raised himself, lifted 
up his eyes, and stretching forth his 
hands said, in an a'udible voice, ' I 
thank Thee, Lord Jesus, my blessed 
Redeemer, for all Thy mercies to Thy 
poor servant; now. receive my spirit 
into thy kingdom,' and expired. 

The scene was awful, the slave­
holder stood speechless and amazed ; 
amidst his threats and reproaches, his 
poor slave was taken out of his po'wer; 
he could oppress him no longer; his 
spirit had triumphantly quitted ita af­
flicted tenement." 

[To be Contlnned.] 

OUR acceptance with God, when our 
hearts are whoUy given to Him, does 
not depend upon our being in a par­
ticular state, which may seem to be 
more devout or eminent than another, 
but simply upon our being in that state 
in which God in his providence re­
quires us to be. It would be a great 
mistake to suppose, that a man who 
bears the Saviour's image, is any the 
less, on that account, a good neighbor 
or a good citizen; that he can think 
less or work less when he is called to 
it', or that he is not characterized by 
the various virtues, appropriate to our 
present situation, of temperance, truth, 
forbearance, forgiveness, kindness, char­
ity, "JusXice. Here is a law, involved 
in the very nature of holiness, which 
requires it to adapt itself to every va­
riety of situation.—FENELON. 

T H Y W A Y , N O T M I N E . 

BY REV. HOBATIUS BONAR, D. D. 

Thy way, not mine, 0 Loril,-
However dark it be! 

Lead me by Thine own hand. 
Choose out the path for me. 

Smooth let it be or rough. 
It win be still the best; 

"Winding or straight, it mattera not, 
It leaiJs me to Thy rest. 

I dare not choose my lot; ^ 
I would not, if I might. 

Choose Thou for me, my God, 
So I shall walk aright. 

Xhe kingdom that I seek 
Is Thine: so let Thy way 

That leads to it be Thine,— 
Else I mnst surely stray. 

Take Thou my cap, and it 
"Vfith joy or Borrow fill, 

Aa best to Thee may seem; 
Choose Thou my good and ill. 

Choose Thon for me my Friend, 
My sickness and my health, 

Choose Thou my cares for me. 
My poverty or wealth. 

Not mine, not mine, the choice. 
In thinga, or great or small; 

Be Thou my guide, my strength. 
My wisdom and my all. 

JULY, 1774.—Monday, 25, I went 
on to Sheffield, and on Tuesday met 
the select society. But it was reduced 
from sixty to twenty ; and but half of 
them retained all that they once re­
ceived! What a grievous error, to 
think those that* are saved from sin 
cannot lose what they gained ! It is a 
miracle if they do not; seeing all earth 
and hell are so engaged against them; 
while, meantirpe, so very few, even of 
the children of God, skilfully endeavor 
to strengthen their hands.—WESLEY. 
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E X P E R I E N C E -OF M R S . 
MINERVA HATHAWAY. 

M r parents professed faith in Christ 
when I was a child. They did not 
teach us to pray; yet the spirit of 
God strove with me. at quite an early 
age. I well remember the many rest­
less nights I have had thinking of the 
danger I was in, without an interest in 
Him that died to redeem us. But Hi 
gentle Spirit I refused to welcome, and 
thus pursued my dangerous course, 
until I was nineteen years of age, when 

. 3 great uneasiness again arrested me, 
and I was brought, by witnessing the 
death of a m u d r ^ ^ e d aunt, to see 
more clearly my presumption in de­
laying to accept Jesus as my Saviour. 

' She had " washed her robe and made 
it white in the blood of the Lamb." 
Her joy was truly unspeakable and 
full of glory." God made her all 
tranquility and resignation, and I could 
not solve the mystery ; therefore I re­
solved to understand the secret of her 
composure; but I had no one to lead 
or teach me the way of life. My pa­
rents had left " their first love," and I 
felt an inward timidity and a desire to 
keep my convictions secluded from 
the world. My- distress of mind was 
very great, and, thought I, How can I 
obtain favor with God? I then re­
membered hearing a Methodist preach­
er relate the course a person might 
pursue, which was, ^fervent, effectual 
prayer for two weeks, three times a 
day. I resolved to try this process. 
With increasing earnestness I implored 
aid from on high. Finally my con­
victions were so intense that I eould 
hide them no longer, and as I was en­
gaged in spreading clothes on the 
green, a short distance from my fath­
er's house, I there knelt and gave vent 
to my burdened soul, in loud exclama­
tions. My cries were heard a half a 
mile. Brother Darius, the one I stood 
in more fear of than any one else, 
came to me and wished to know tbe 
cause of my grief; but he very readily 
observed the cause, and at the same 
time advised me to stick to my reso­

lution, and to- get that which I was 
seeking. I was very much stH^rised 
at this, as I was looking for great op­
position and rfeproaehes from him, as 
he was a wicked, boisterous youth. 
The enemy then assailed me, and I felt 
a spirit of shame, and I fled to a wheat 
field, where I was again alone, hidden 
by the waving grain from the gaze of 
adx one. There I remained until even-

My brother Darius then searched 
me out, and I accompanied him to the 
house, but immediately threw myself 
on the bed, stUl writhing in agony, in 
consequence of my sins, fii the mean­
while the enemy would suggest that 
my prospects for this world would be 
gloomy indeed if I persisted in follow­
ing Jesus. 

My associates were there arrayed 
before me, and the parties of pleasure 
I so much delighted in, "with other 
worldly attractions, and especiaUy the 
love I bore for one who I knew could 
not in his carnal state appreciate a 
spiritual life. I truly realized that I 
was to leave all—that I could not 
serve God and mammon. Therefore 
the conflict was very great. But I was 
not willing to give the struggle o'er. 
Our people then wished to know if I 
desired the prayers of any person. I 
told them I would like to have a young 
lady sent for that I frequently associ­
ated with, who was then engaged as an 
assistant in an academy, four miles dis­
tant. She was then a child of prayer, 
and I remembered listening to her af­
fecting petitions, when betimes I would 
enter the house of prayer, and I 
thought she would administer consola­
tion, and prevail with God in my be­
half She remained with me during 
the night, and prayed with me. As 
the morning dawned, in a vision I saw 
my Saviour enter the parlor door, all 
robed in spotless white. He approach­
ed the bedside, and presented me the 
cup of Salvation. I received it joy-
fidly, at the same time realizing a 
strange sensation all through my being. 
I felt that from this striking manifest­
ation I was adopted into the fiimily of 
God. Yet, after all this, doubts and 
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fears were in my mind ; but that awful 
burden was removed. Siill I doubted 
my conversion, as it did not come in 
the way I had anticipated. I remained 
secluded from the family three days, 
when my unde visited me, and con­
versed with, me, wishing to know my 
position with reference to my conver­
sion. He repeated a passage of Scrip­
ture, which he said I might claim as 
an evidence.of my acceptance .with 
God. " By this ye may know that ye 
have passed from death unto life, be­
cause ye love the brethren." This 
served to settle my lAind, for once I 
evaded them, but now I loved them, 
and delighted in their society. I 
doubted my conversion no longer. 

I went to church the following Sab­
bath, where the Lord revealed Himself 
to me in such a melting spirit, that it 
strengthened my faith. 

" For Heaven came down my soul to greet, 
"While Glory crowned the mercy seat." 

My mind then ran out after sinners, 
and especially thoss of our own house­
hold. Darius (was next younger than 
myself. I felt an ardent desire for his 

with the ever Blessed to remember 
brother in mercy. My Father heard 

stand tbe secret of " cashing my care 
on Him who-careth for me. But for 
three years my mind has been greatly 
enlightened, for the deep things of 
God—»i§criptural holiness—have been 
taught in our land, and how gladly 
have I received the light, and my con­
stant study is to know and do the will 
of my Heavenly Father. The world 
hath lost its charms to me. 

" Nothtng on earth do I deeire 
But thy pure love •within my bieaat, 

This—only this—wUl I require. 
And freely give up all the rest." 

" G O D SEES ME."-—Dr. Nettleton 
used to tell a little anecdote, beauti-
fiilly illustrating that the same truth 
which overwhelms the sinner's heart 
with fear, may fill the renewed soul 
with joy. 

A mother, instructing her little girl, 
about four years of age, succeeded, by 
the aid of the Holy Spirit, in fastening 
upon her mind this truth, " Thou God 
seest Me." She now felt that she 
"had to d o " with that Being "unto 
whose eyes all things are naked and 

salvation, and I commenced pleading- -.opened," and she shrank in terror. For 

him. I went to the barn to pray for 
him, during his conflict in yielding to 
God, and I felt an assurance thatihe 
was then converted, for I had no pow- her mother's room, and, with a heav­
er to pray for him. I soon learned^ ~^ly smile lighting up her tears, ex-
that he was in the same building, on a claimed, " O, mother, God sees me, 
scaffold near the roof, freely forgiven, 
and full of joy and c9mfort in the Di­
vine presence. And now the most of 
the family are striving to "follow the 
Lamb whithersoever he goeth." 

When I was about twenty years of 
age I was united in marriage to a man 
of a decided Christian character, which 
I have ever believed to be in the order 
of God, as he has ever loved the ordi­
nances of God, which in my timidity 
and weakness has served to encourage 
and support me. 

Twenty years have passed since I 
gave my heart to Jesus, but seventeen 

of this time I did not under-

days 
wept 

she 
and 

and answered, for conviction s^izetL_fi6mforted 

was in deep distress; she 
sobbed, and would not be 

" God sees me, God sees 
me," was her constant wail. 

At length, one day, after spending 
some time in prayer, she bounded into 

God sees me ! " Her ecstacy was now 
as great as her anguish had been. 

For days, her soul had groaned un­
der the thought, " God sees me ; He 
sees my wicked heart, my sinful life, 
my hatred to Him, and to His holy 
l aw;" and'the fear of a judgment to 
eome would fill her with agony. But 
now a pardoning God had been re­
vealed to her, and her soul exclaimed 
exultingly, " God sees me! He has 
seen my ^ i s e r y , my repentance, 
Christ's righteousness on m e ; He 
takes pity on me; He forgives; He 
will guide and guard me. God sees 
m e ! " 
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C H U R C H P R O S P E R I T Y . 

P R O S P E R , can they ? How can 
churches prosper, grow in grace, be 
light-houses, cities on hills, the salt of 
the earth, looking "forth as the morn­
ing, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, 
and terrible as an army with ban­
ners"—when they depart from the 
simplicity and purity of the Gospel, 
" hew out to themselves cisterns, bro­
ken cisterns that hold no water ? " 
How can that church be a soul-saving 
church unless she obey God, come out 
fi'om the world, be separate, and 'touch 
not the unclean thing ? How can any 
church prosper so long as she imitates 
popery in her splendid, gay, pompous 
temples, costly adornments, fashiona­
ble and ungodly church-music? 

How can any church prosper while 
disobeying God in accumulating debts 
to gratify pride and ambition in splen­
did, ostentatious houses of worship? 
How many religious societies axe well 
nigh bankrupt, pressed down crush-
ingly with enormous debts, by vicing 
with each other in gorgeous temples 
and high steeples, having begun ^o 
l)uild and were not able to finish 1 
"Owe no man anything but love." 

Again: how can a church -prosper 
spiritually that contracts debts to 
gratify a spirit of ungodly emulation 
in high-steepled, fashionable churches, 
-costly adornments, and then resort to 
worldly policy to liquidate these debts, 
extricate herself from the intolerable 
burden—resort to fancy fairs, lotteries, 
grab-boxes, post-ofiice gambling, festi­
vals and oyster \ suppers; — " sit down 
to eat and rise up to play." 

" The church and Vorld amalgamate, 
A union worse than with the State, 

Though motives are t b^ame ; 
The love of pleasure and of go"^ 
On some professors have sQcti ̂ | d . 

They oft forget their name." 

How can churches prosper in spirit­
ual things, so long as Aehans are in. 
the camp, idolaters in dress, the covet­
ous, the proud, lovers of pleasure more 
than losers of God ? Distillers, rum-
sellers, wine - bibbers, tobacco-sellers, 
tihewers, smokers, dancers, frolicker^ 

theatre-goers, novel readers, defraud-
ers, oppressors, Sabbath-desecrators ? 
—those having a name to live while 
dead, professing godliness, meanwhile 
denying the power thereof? Hqw is 
it possible for a church to prosper 
when " the whole head is sick and the 
whole heart faint ? " 

Once more: how can churches pros­
per who " heap to themselves teachers 
having itching ears," — men-pleasers, 
time-servers, who keep back part of 
the price, prophesy smooth things, cry 
peace, peace, when there is no peace, 
refuse to open their lips for the dumb 
and those appointed unto death ? In­
stead of prosperity, is it not a marvel 
the Lord does not come in His wrath, 
quickly, and fight against us with " the 
sword of his mouth."—GOLDEN RULE. 

7 

A VOICE or CONSCIENCE. — When 
Professor Webster was shut up in 
prison for murder, he complained to 
the prison authorities that he had been 
insulted by his fellow-prisoners, foj he 
said that through the walls of the 
prison he could hear them always cry­
ing out to him, "Thou bloody man ! 
thou bloody man! " As it w;as not 
consistent with law that one prtsoaer 
should insult another, the strictest en­
quiry was made, and it was found that 
no prisoner had ever said such a word, 
or that if he had said it, Webster coulti 
not have heard it. It was his own con­
science ; it was not a word coming 
through the walls of the prison, but an 
echo reverberating from the wall of his 
bad heart, as conscience shouted, "Thou 
bloody man! thou bloody man!" You 
have only to listen to it, and you wUl 
soon find that every pretence of being 
saved by your good works mustcrumble 
to the ground. Oh ! hear it now, and 
listen to it for a moment. I am sure 
my conscience says, " Thou sinful 
man! " and I think yours must say the 
same, unless you are given up of God, 
and left to a seared conscience to per­
ish in your sins. 

PRAY without ceasing. 

/ 
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til 

S A V E D A S B Y F I R E . 

I WAS left an orphan. My passion 
for the stage was such that I was de­
termined to study for an actor's pro­
fession at all risks. I was but thir­
teen when' 1 first applied to a manager, 
who was evidently favorably impress­
ed, and who told me if I was willing 
to come for smalt\ pay, I might work 
my way up, " if it was in me." So I 
began as a stage-boyV ready to do any 
service required of me ; auiiLno slave 
ever toiled harder to please tnan I did. 

Night and day I studied. Every 
motion of my superiors was watched; 
every gesture criticised. Oh! how 
often I have thought since then—had 
my Bible but been my text-book ! 

I was not inclined to dissipation, but 
was fearful of offending by a denial 
when I was tempted to indulge in for­
bidden things. Still, I never was a 
drunkard—never was a blasphemer. 
God was good to me while I thought 
not of him. Many of my companions 
were unfit for fi-iends, still less for 
guides. There was Jerry Althorp—a 
fine fellow, in a convivial sense—he 
died 'a miserable death. There were 
John Monk and Fred Larrys;—O, yes, 
a host of them—^I can recall their 
faces, but they are gone. Where ? 
The drunkard's gpave was their last 
refuge. I dare not -.say what scenes I 
'witnessed; I might have met men as 
reckless in any other profession, but I 
do not think 1 should. However, after 
seven years of toil, I began to com­
mand fair remuneration, and seven 
years more saw me on the high road to 
fame. I was very successful in all my 
undertakings, and finally, for the sake 
of a permanent and profitable salary, 
I agreed to remain with L—'•—, a pop­
ular stage manager in one of our 
largest and wealthiest cities, for a term 
of years. I was a general favorite 
•with the public, and my appearance 
never failed to call forth vehement ap­
plause, so that I became vatn of my 
own personal beauty, and the popu­
larity I had acquired. Extreme pride 
kept me from the fashionable vices of 

the day. I looked down with con­
tempt on those who indulged in de­
basing follies. The same dread of ap-
pearmeea forbade me to use oaths or 
words ^f'dolibtful meaning, to avoid 
which I preferred paying a fine. 

When I commenced my engagement 
with L , I iregan to notice, sitting 
in the pit, a fair-haired bo^, some fif­
teen years of age, whose evident ad­
miration of myself, and close attention 
to whatever I did or said, gratifijed^wid^ 
pleased me exceedingly. Night aftef'^ 
night he would be in the same place, 
always excited—always entering into 
the spirit of the play. He was ex­
tremely delicate in appearance, with 
blue eyes, and hair as soft as that of a 
young child. Two years passed, and 
still the boy came, though not so fre-_^ 
quently. Sometimes he appeared in 
the boxes with a lady, but he oftener 
made his appearance alone. 

My attention was always directed 
towards him now, from the fact that 
there was a change gradually taking 
place in his appearance. The pallid 
cheek was flushed to an extreme crim­
son, and the manner was more excited, 
the eyes having grown painfully lus­
trous. So I watched him for a year 
longer; then he disappeared, and I 
gradually forgot him. 

But God had not forgotten me. It 
chanced that in a new play, the part of 
an eccentric clergyman was cast for 
me, and as there '#'as a living original, 
I determined to visit him, on some 
pretext or other, and study him, so 
that r might present my part more 
perfectly. One sunny day i walked to 
his residence, and on inquiry found 
that the good man was not at home, 
but was expected soon. As I was 
ushered into a side room, for the pur­
pose of waiting till he returned, a lady 
was wheeled in on an invalid's chair. 
I immediately arose, and was on the 
point of retreating, but she requested ' 
me to remain, say ingL'that her father 
would return in a v e ^ few moments. 

Never shall I forget the appearance 
of this fair woman. She coulti not 
have seen more than seventeen sum-

^ 
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mers, and I was sure that the seal of 
death was even then stamped upon her 
brow. There was a beauty in her 
countenance such as I had never met 
^i th before; and as with the candour 

f a child she soon began to converse 
'with me, and told me, out of the full­
ness of her heart, simply and fervent­
ly, of the arduous duties in which her 
father was engaged, and of the good 
he was daUy doing, my spirit failed 
me. I had come for the purpose of 
setting forth the actions of this incom­
parable man in the light of riiiicule. 

I said to her at last, being" over­
whelmed with confusion, and desirous 

\ of finding some complaint ^ leave, 
) -" Have you -not been sufferingi from 

/ illness ?" / 
I A flash of light broke o^i* and 
\ played along her features, as she ex­

claimed, " Oh, I have many months 
ago given up the hope oflife ! I have 
been very HI. I shall never be better 
than you see me now—^and I so long 
for my heavenly home!" 

There was no acting Tm that reve­
rent glance upwardl|^he folding of the 
hands—the flitting ^ m o r of the deli­
cate lips. I felt as if a sword had cut 
me to the heart. The pure, sweet 
presence smote me with a powerful 
conviction. ' I sat there, accused by 
the Spirit of God; and when the good 
old pastor returned, I told him, trem­
bling, for what I had come, and now 
for vrtat I remained—Christian couif-

- sel. 
That part of my experience seems 

so wonderful to me as I look back! I 
" entered that old parsonage a careless, 
trifling, proud and wayward man; I 
came from it humbled, repentant, and 
a sincere seeker after the peace and 
holinessthat gave to that dying woman 
the face of an angel. 

Years passed, and found me no 
longer an actor by profession, but a 
minister of Christ. Glaiily^^^ave up 
my lucrative employment,^bid be­
came, comparatively, a poor man. 
Christ and his cross were all my 
theme, and in my own soul I found 
compensation far outweighing that of 
gold. 

One day a man, who appeared to t e 
,a servant, came to my house, and left 
a message for me. It was to the effect 
that a young gentleman, very ill, re­
siding in street, wished to see me. 
I hurried to the place designated, an 
elegant mansion in the upper part of 
the city, and was ushered into, a cham­
ber where, on a luxurious couch, with 
all the indications of wealth surround­
ing him, the suflferer lay extended in 
what seemed to be a deathly sleep. 
His brow was of a strange whiteness, 
and back from its broad "arch swept 
masses of silken, light hair, damp and 
clinging to the pillow. His large eyes 
moved under the red-Veined lids, and 
a troubled, grieved, careworn look 
gave to the features exceedingly youth­
ful the emaciated appearance of age. 
I sat down silently by his side, think­
ing him unconscious, when suddenly 
he glanced up at me, and an expression 
I could not interpret passed over his 
face—it seemed a mingling of regret, 
wathing and passion. 

"You—you have—come," he said 
slowly, with difficulty, " to see—the 
wreci you have made !" 

" I was startled—awe-struck. Sud­
denly the features became familiar to 
me. 

"Tes—you ! you—a minister of the 
Gospel now ! Undo your work—be­
fore you preach to sinners—give me 
back what I have" lost—my soul!" 

" M y poor young friend," 1 said, , 
trembling with excitement.—He in­
terrupted me. 

" Friend ! friend ! you shall not call 
me friend ! I say you have ruined me. 
Here on this sick bed—where I have 
seen spectres from hell, worse than 
ever the imagination of men could 
paint, stalking about me—here—pray­
erless—Chi'istless—dying!—I say you 
have ruined me ! Thralled by your 
power, I followed you like a slave, 
until I was happy nowhere but in the 
atmosphere of the accursed theatre. 
Curses on it! curses on i t ! It has 
drained me of every good ; sapped my 
virtue; destroyed my soul. " Come," 
and he laughed "with a mocking shout 
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that froze my blood with horror, 
"undo your work! Is it fair—is it 
fair I ask you—that you, my destroy­
er, should be saved, and I be lost ?" 

" O! do not talk thus," I cried in 
agony of spirit. " Sorely have I re­
pented of my past life; most deeply 
conscious am I that I have led men 
astray—forgive me—here on my 
knees I pray you to forgive me, as I 
will pray God to forgive you, if you 
will only listen to me. Let me be­
seech of you to turn to Christ as I 
have turned. The past I cannot blot 
out—would that I could! I have re­
pented in abasement and humiliation 
—^now let me lead you to that merci­
fiil Redeemer who alone can wash 
away our'sins." He looked at me 
steadUy for a moment. His lips 
trembled—and with a long, low groan, 
he clasped his thin hands over his face 
and burst into tears. 

We wept together! never had a 
•visit to the bed of the dying seemed 
so inexpressibly solemn—his deep-
drawn, gasping sobs, heaving chest, 
and tears heavily falling over the white 
&ce, while in utter self-abasement I 

.Mflected upon the power for life or 
'-"death man wields over his fellow-man. 

"Oh!" he sobbed, " I have lost all 
that makes men honored—I might 
have lived years—long years. But 1 
am going to the grave a shame and 
grief to my mother, a disgrace to my 
name. And lying here day after day, 
I have thought of you—how, in my 
eager admiration, I followed you, and 
learned to love, through your repre­
sentations, the enticements of the stage, 
and I hated—yes—1 have cursed you." 

" I deserve it all," was my reply. 
" I need this humbling testimony ; but 
Oh! I cannot bear to think that you 
will die still cursing me. I will do 
my best to restore your soul— Î will 
point you to the Lamb of God—I wiU, 
tell you that, vile as you are in your 
sight and the sight of Heaven, Jesus 
Christ will take your sin away though 
it be like scarlet, and clothe you in the 
robes of righteousness. I 'will tell you 
how there is more rejoicing in Heaven 

over one that repents, than over ninety 
and nine just persons who need no re­
pentance. Jesus came not to the good, 
but to the vUe, the very vUest. Oh! 
will you forgive me, if I seek to lead 
you to the Lamb of God, who taketh 
away the sins of the world ?" 

There was a pause. At length— 
" Do this—give me hope—hope—a 

little hope that Heaven will accept 
me—Oh! pray for me, and I will for­
give and bless you," he said, holding 
out his pale hands wet with tears. 

Of my prayers I cannot speak. Oh, 
to have him die thus! Oh, to feel 
that his soul would be required at my 
hands !—he, the beautiful temple, pros­
trate in ruins through my agency. 
Wonder not that I say words cannot 
express my agony. I prayed and wept 
over him as I had never prayed and 
wept before; ahd the tears fell yet 
faster when I heard from his lips be­
fore I left him that he rested all upon 
Christ, and that he would and did give 
himself up to t̂ he Redeemer of souls. 

Early the next morning my steps 
took the direction of that dwelling, 
within which, I can truly say, the most 
terrible moments of my life had been 
passed. Alas! the solemn stillness, 
the closed blinds, told the news. 
Death had been there in the stillness 
of the night. I was led again into 
that room—^led, blinded by tears, 
to the bed. Serenely beautiful gleam­
ed the noble brow. The locks, no 
longer damp, were not tossed back in 
a troubled mass as yesterday, but 
through their threads of amber the 
fingers of love had passed, and they 
lay twined upon a forehead colder and 
whiter than marble. The look of age 
had passed away, and beautiful, beau-
ful exceedingly, was the smile that 
touched the lips and brightened the 
still face. 

" H e was very happy," said his 
mother, for a moment abating her 'vio­
lent grief; " he said that I must tfell 
you that he was "wUling to die—that 
there was a light before him: but, oh, 
pity me ! pity me, for I am childless !" 

With the mother I prayed as I had 
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p'rayed with the son, and subsequently, 
as I bent over his coffin, I seemed to 
hear from the gentle lips of him who 
had passed into Heaven, instead of the 
terrible but just reproach, " You have 
ruined~me," the blessed. Heavenly 
message that my soul had longed for, 
" Christ has saved me!" 

The day shall declare it.—EXAMINER. 

THE EARNEST EXHORTER. 

A LADY from the city was on a visit 
to her friend in a certain -village.. She 
was a Christian lady, and gladly ac­
companied her friend to the weekly 
prayer-meeting. In course of the ex­
ercises, Mr. Hale made a very earnest 
e.'diortation. He spoke under the in­
fluence of deep emotion, and com­
manded the attention of all present. 
Mrs. W . was deeply impressed by his 
remarks, and felt very desirous of 
forming the acquaintance of so earnest 
a Christian. 

On their return from the meeting, 
Mrs. W. observed, " Were you not de­
lighted with the remarks 1" 

"They were very animated," said 
her host. 

" They were admirably adapted to 
do good ? " don't you think so ? " 

" In themselves they were," was the 
cautious reply. 

" Do you not think he 'was sincere 
in making them ? " 

"Yes, I believe 'he was. He felt 
what he said." 

" Why do you express yourself with 
so much reserve respecting the adapta­
tion of what he said to do good." 

"The permanent efl'ect of what is 
said depends in no small degree on the 
character of the speaker." 

" In the present instance, is not the 
speaker regarded as a good man? 
Surely a hypocrite could not speak 
with so much feeling on such & sub­
ject." 

" I believe he is generally regarded 
as a good man, but he is not regarded 
as a very consistent man. He is very 
impulsive, and can see but one thing 

at a time. He is very changeable in 
his modes of feeling and action. To-
Hiorrow, you may find him as much 
engaged in driving a hard bargain, as 
he was to-night in exhorting men to 
watch for souls. The rapid changes of 
feeling to which he is subject cause his 
good to be evil spoken of. Those who 
know him well have confidence in his 
sincerity, but no confidence in his sta­
bility. With them it is a matter of 
dou'bt whether he does more good or 
harm. Those without, charge him with 
aflectation and hypocrisy, and the 
Chureh suffers from the charge." 

" Have the brethren ever told birn 
of his faults?" 

" I cannot say. It is very doubtful 
whether any change would be wrought 
by the advice of friends. His faults 
are the result of his temperament, and 
hence wiU not be easily corrected." 

"You surely do not mean to inti­
mate that his temperament excuses 
him for his want of Christian consist­
ency ? " 

'" By no means. I was not stating 
what ought to be, but what is. Mr. 
Hale is not the only one whose influ­
ence is lessened by want of consist­
ency." 

No, indeed. How many are vainly 
attempting to serve God and Mammon 
at the same time—who are vainly at­
tempting to unite the kingdom of 
Christ and this wprld ! If Christians 
would aim at consistency more, they 
would accomplish more good at less 
expense of exertion.—SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMES. 

I PEEL no anxiety in view of what 
my enemies will do to me. I have no 
fear of anything but of being left to 
myself. So long as God is with me, 
ueither imprisonment nor death wiU 
have any terrors. If they should pro­
ceed to extremities, and should put me 
to death, come and see me die.—MAD­
AME GUTON. 

ALL things are possible to him that 
Delieveth. 
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E D I T O R I A L . 

OUB OOHNTET. 

CIVIL WAR is upon us. The citizens of our 
oomiion country are arrayed againat each 
other in deadly strife. The appeal has been 
made from the ballot-box to the sword. The 
cold-blooded Iforth is fuUy arouseii Active 
preparation for war is going on in city and 
town, and country. The star-spangled banner 
floats from public edifices and private dwel­
lings ; it greets you everywhere in the street— 
from the heads of horses—in the hands of 
boys, upon the shoulder^ of girls, and in the 
ranks of military companies; and the deter­
mination is strongly expressed to protect it, at 
any cost, from bemg despoiled of a single star. 
A little idea of the intense enthnsiasm that 
prevails in this city, may be gathered from the 
fact, that Ex-President' FiT.LitroBE, whoae con­
servative principles are well known, presided 
over the first war meeting that was held, and 
paid the first contribution that was ofi'ered for 
the support of the families of volunteers in 
their absence for the defence of the country. 
Manufacturing companies pay wages to their 
handa who have enlisted, and keep for them 
their places till their return. 

Never was there a contest more righteous 
than that in which our government is engaged. 
The South, reduced to a state of barbarism, by 
the institution of slavery, "the vilest," said 
JOHN "WESLEY, "upon which the sun ever 
shone "—a system which he fitly described as 
" the sum of all villainies," haa persiated m a 
aeries of aggressions upon the North, of the 
most insolent and aggravated character. 

Citizens of the free states, "colored" it is 
true, but none the less deserving of protection 
on that account, engaged in lawful traffic, 
have, without even the allegation of any of­
fence, committed or intended, been taken from 
ships lying in Southern harbors, and commit­
ted to Jail, and then sold for their jail fees; 
and the threats of personal violenije have been 
made to thoae who should venture the" ef­
fort to test the constitutionality of such laws. 
Preedom of speech and of the Press, the guar­
antees of constitutional liberty, have been sup­
pressed. Senators have been murderously 
assailed in the halls of Congress for daring to 
utter their sentiments in debate. The muls 

have been robbed, and periodicals that ven­
tured to call in question the arrogant assump­
tions of slavery, consigned to the flames. 
Even the New Tork Observer, whose obseqni-
onsneas to the slave power is weU known, has 
been put u'-in the proscribed list by the black 
inquisition of the Southern states. Ministers 
of the Groapel have been mobbed and hung for 
being connected "with the Methodiat Episcopal 
Church—a church that admits slaveholders to 
her communion, and takes them to ber foster­
ing embrace. The territory of the North haa 
been turned into a hunting ground—men made 
in the image of God, are the game which-
Northern freemen are to catch and shackle 
and transmit to the houae of bondage from 
which they were seeking to make their es­
cape. 

Aa a fittmg climax to her aggressions, the 
South has, to the utmost of her ability, robbed 
the treasury, stolen the property of the gov­
ernment, and commenced civil war. The end 
of such a war (iannot be donbtfiil. The blow 
has been struck which ia to pat a termination 
to American Slavery. As long aa that has an 
existence, there can be no settled peace. In 
such a struggle, the duty of all lovers of God 
and humanity to sustain the government ad­
mits of no question. 

Over all, God reigna. To Him let earnest 
supplication be made, that every chain may be 
broken, and every alave aet free. Let Hia aid 
in behalf of the right be implored, that the 
conflict may be aa short and accompanied with 
as little sufFering aa possible. 

In the meanwhile, ahould efforts for the sal­
vation of souls be relaxed ? BY NO MEANS I 
They should be redoubled. Christian, gird on 
your armor I And whether you stand on the 
battle-field or stay at home, work more faith­
fully than ever for God. Be a trtie soldier of 
the cross. I^et your enthusiasm in saving 
soula surpass that which any exhibit in mat­
ters which, however important, d'windle into 
insignificance in comparison. 

OUT nOOB MEETmtSS. 

•WE love them. They are so free I Bich 
and poor, moral and immoral. Catholics, Prot­
estants and Jewa, mmsellers, gamblers and 
their •victims, great sinners, hardened ainners, 
men and women, who never go to Church, 
and those who do go to Church—all, seem to 
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enjoy a lively,/spu-itual out-door meeting, 
vrhere they can\ listen to the songs of Zion, 
not "performed" in operatic style, by pro­
fessional singers, hired to worship God for the 
congregation, but sung in the Spmt, by those 
•whose aouls are in harmony with the senti­
ments they utter; and where they oan.hear, 
not &uitless essays read in faultless style, but 
soul-atirrmg ejthortations, and thrilling rela­
tions of personal experience. In these-^is-
semhlies no aspirant for the honors of social 
aristocracy can gratify hia vanity by pur­
chasing the right to the occupancy of the best 
pew, for there are no pews. Respect of per­
sona is laid aside. The great truth, that the 
lord ia the Maker of us all, is practically re­
cognized. 

Out door meetings have ihe sanction of the 
Scriptures. They appear to have been com­
mon among the children of God from the ear­
liest ages. Adam and Eve never entered a 
house of worship prior to the fall, but 

" Under open sky adored 
The God that made botJi aky, eartb, air and 

heaven." 

"CTnder the labors of Ezra, a great revival 
occurred, the result of a meeting " held in 
the street," though a "great rain," was falling. 
At the dose of the pointed exhortation of the 
man of God, " all the congregation anawered 
and s^d, •with a loud voice, "Aa thou haat 
saiti, so muat we do." 

The preaching of John the Baptist, waa " in 
the wUdemess." Many of our Saviour's most 
interesting meetings were held out of doors^ 
on the mountain—by the sea-side, and in the 
placea of popular resort Out-door meetings 
have generally been held in eoimeption with 
great revivals of religion WESLEY and "WHIT-
FIJELD, excluded from many of the Churchea, at 
first from necessity, afterwards from choice, 
went out into the streets and grave yards, 
npon the moors and commons, and called sin­
nera to repentance. HUGH and JAMES BOURNE, 

and "WILLIAM CLOWES, about fifty years ago, 
were accustomed to hold out-door meetings, 
commencing at aix o'clock Sunday morumgs, 
and continuing till dark, in which hundreds 
were converted, and the foundation laid of the 
Primitive Methodist Cotmection, one of the 
most spuitual and prosperous membera of the 
Methodist family. 

In the recent European revivals out-door 
meetings were of common occurrence. On 
Glasgow Green, in Scotland, a religious meet­
ing was "held in June, 1859, attended by 
25,000 persons, who staid through the rain to 
hear the trtith of God, and feel His saving 
power. A prayer meeting in the Botanic 
Garden, in Bellaat, Ireland, waa attended by 
from 25,000 to 30,000 people. 

God honors out-door meetinga. They are 
the moat successful meetings we ever held. 
At almost the first one we attended, after we 
began to be excluded from the churches, there 
waa preaent a wicked man, who had not been 
to church for aeveral years. He waa struck 
under conviction. As he was going home, his 
agony became ao intense that he cried out in 
the atreet for Grod to have mercy on his soul. . 
Hia faithful wife waa ao rejoiced that ahe be­
gan to shout, and the cry of penitence and the 
notea of triumph were bome aloft to Heaven. 
The aame night he was converted, and became 
a devoted follower of Christ 
, Not long since, we received a letter mform-

ing ua of a lady, who, fittm the reporta that 
ahe had heard, was toffptejudiced to go" out to 
hear us preach. But she li-stened through the 
windows of her house, which adjoined the 
city park, where we held meetings aeveral 
days. The Spirit of the Lord arrested her, ahe 
gave up the world, and the laat we heard from 
her she was walking in the light of the bless­
ing of holinesa. 

"We hope our frienda who make arrange­
ments for us to hold meetings, will not, as soon 
as the weather gets warm, enough to go out­
doors, trouble themselves about procuring 
churches. We prefer a grove, an orchard, a 
shady park, or even an unsheltered common, to 
the best churches, especially if the right to wor­
ship God iu them is a subject of merchandise. 

To the preachers who aim at doing 
good to the souls of men, we say, hold out­
door meetings. On the laat charge we had in 
the Genesee Conference, we had a regular ap­
pointment every Suuday afternoon in a grove. 
Hundreds attended that no houae in the vi­
cinity could accommodate. 

Earnest Christian, will you up and at it 1 
Do not make the excuae that if we go out of 
doors for meetinga the rabble will attend. Thia 
is what you want, if you are a real follower o f 
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Jesus. He came, not to call tho righteoua, 
but sinners to repentance. If you have a 
proper degree of the Holy Spirit's influence 
with you, there will be no difficulty, aa a gen­
eral thing, in maintaining just as good order 
SB if you were in a church. If God is with 
you, there will be aolemn attention in the con­
gregation. Aim at immediate results, and you 
•will save soula. 

PARMA CEIIIEE, N . T . , April 4, 1861. 

BEO. ROBERTS:—The lord is greatly bless­
ing the Free Methodista on Parma charge. 
Having got a little settled,, after chang'mg dis­
ciplines, we have •witnessed, during the past 
month, powerful displays of Grace. Believers 
have been sanctified, and sinners converted. 
I will mention an incident or two. 

-imong thoae sanctified, waa a young lady, 
who joined the Free Chureh at the General 
Quarterly Meeting at Albion. "Witih others, 
ahe anawered those aearching questions in Sec­
tion 3 of the Disciplme, and pledged to seek, 
diligently, for "that perfect love which casteth 
out fear." That promiae waa constantly be­
fore her, and she kept gaining ground, feeling 
that she was freely justified. After working 
in.the revival for three weeks, she began to 
groan, in good earnest, to be cleanaed from in­
bred ain. Her agony was great, and praying 
for two hounsin the afternoon meeting, before 
ahe came to the pomt of asking definitely for 
the great blessing. 4 brother suggested to 
her, " Tou are seeking a Bible blessing, use 
Bible language in prayer." "With reluctance 
ahe at length cried out, " 0 , Lord God! for 
Jesus' sake, sanctify my soul." In that mo­
ment a shock of power came dô wn on her and 
others in the room. Several were slain. From 
that day, that dignified siater testifies in great 
humility, both in word and deed, to the power 
of Jeans' blood to gave entire. 

Another case is an excellent old mother 
among ns, who was for some 50 yeara a mem­
ber of the M. E. Chureh. Now 11 yeara old. 
She alwaya liked a live religion, but waa a lit­
tle averse to the definite profeaaion of holineaa. 
But having earnestly aought and obtained it 
herself, she now says, "She wants to tell 
every body that she is sanctified." Some of 
the young converts, of a few weeks' experi­
ence, have also obtained "this great salvation." 
Of these I will not speak, hut wUl tell you. 

LETTER TO THE FREE METHODIST PEEACHEH& 

DEAB BEO. ROBERTS:—"Will you permit me 

through the Earnest Cliristian, to salute the 
little army of prophets who now man the walls 
of our infant Zion ? 

DEAR BEBTHEEN :—On recovering from my 

late affliction, I fitid a pile of letters which 
were sent to me while I was 'very sick, and so 
sick tbat it was thought best not to allow me 
to see their contents. I am now, in answer to 
the prayers of many of God'a people, ao far re­
stored aa to be able again to take my place in 
the harvest fields of the Lord. I now tender 
to you all my heartfelt gratitude for the sym­
pathy expressed, and tbe prayers otfered by 
you for me. I expect, aoon, to return west, 
and aa one of you, I hope to be able to do my 
share in trying to build up the Kingdom of 
Christ. I feel intensely anxious for the cause 
of Free Methodism in tho "West, believing it 
to be the cause of Christ. 

Allow me, dear Brethren, to urge you to 
maintain inviolable the great commission com­
mitted to us as a people. Holiness of heart 
and life is the standard. To gain thia blessing 
among us, we muat make it the great and all-
aorbing theme of our preaching, praying and 
ainging. Don't allow a faatidions spirit to 
creep in among ua aa to the inatruments or ac-
companimenta in carrying on thia mighty 
work. Be ashamed of nothing that God owns. 
If aU God'a people turn prophets and (Jod 
owns them, glory in the result and be willing 
to bear a little of what JOHN WESLET had to 

bear much of; and to be called enthusiasts. 
Hard names won't draw blood, nor break 
bones. Don't be anxious about what the 
people will pay. No man is worthy to be em­
ployed in out work who can be swayed by aal-
ary. Preach and press holiness, and the peo­
ple will see that you do not atarve. But should 
you ahow more concern for what you shall eat 
or drink, than for the salvation of souls, the 
people wiU lose confidence in your motives, 
and they ought to. I do hope God will give 
us none to labor among ua who will not wil­
lingly be kept starved to the very verge of 
glory, if need be, and count it a great privi­
lege to labor on aa long aa we see that the 
pleasure of the Lord prospers in our hands. 
Seek every open door to preach and raise new 
societiea. But whatever else you do, dont 

. i & S i " * S . 
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allow yourselves to be betrayed into a prose­
lyting spirit. Don't ask any one of the old 
church to join ua. Say nothing about the M. 
B. Church. But talk up Jeaus and a complete 
salvation. 

We have a great mission to fulfill. To 
spread Scriptural holinesa over thia land. This, 
and thia mainly, ia the work of the P. M. 
Church, and the leading engine to move our 
train to the heavenly laud. 

Some divide on church government, others 
on Slavery, and yet they will oppose the Wes­
leyan views of holines and the free movements 
of the Spirit. We have a Church that takes 
aU the good thinga and combines them in one, 
and holinesa and Jesua ia our watchword. If 
we should attempt to proselyte from other 
churches, which make anti-slavery or church 
polity the maui articles of their creed, we shall 
get an element among us that will very mueh 
hinder our sncoeaa. Allow no one to join us 
on probation even, who is not fully with us in 
word and deed, and ready to sacrifice every­
thing for the cause of holinesa and freedom of 
spfrit in worship, and abundant in labors for 
the aalvation of soula. 

Your Brother in Christ, 
J. W. REDPIELD. 

HOW TO GET HID OF THE APPETTIE FOB TO­

BACCO. 

W E were very much interested in hearing'a 
pious Lake Captain relate how he waa cured 
of hia appetite for tobacco. He said, " I had 
used it for twenty-two years, I had tried, 
several times, to quit it, and would do so- for a 
few daya or weeks. My love for it would 
overcome me, and I would take to uBing it 
again. A year ago laat summer I was engaged 
in making reapers in Montgomery, Illinois. 
The hard times came on. BiUa kept coming 
in, and I waa troubled to get money to meet 
them. I used to go in the office about 
sun-down to pray. One evening, aa I waa 
very much perplexed about our afl'airs, I went 
into the office about half an hour before aun-
ael, to tell my troubles to the Lord and im­
plore Hia asaistanoe. I felt, that I must be 
cleansed from aU. impurity if I would have ac­
cess to Goii. My tobacco came up. I threw 
it away, and went into the yard to a pile of 
charcoal, and took some of it aud cleansed my 
mouth. I washed myself perfectly clean, and 

then went into the office and "presented myself 
to the Lord. 0, how He blessed me! I came 
out a new man. From that time, I have had 
no appetite for tobacco. The Lord helped me 
in my buaisess, and I have never wanted for 
a dollar. Everything goea weU. Praise the 
Lord!" 

HOW A FAULT-ITSDEE WAS SERVED. 

She waa a Baptist, and when she came first 
to the meetings, thought she enjoyed religion; 
yet, she afterwards said, " what she saw 
and heard, took all her religion away," (old 
hopes, I guess.) Her husband got under con­
'vietion, and was powerfiilly converted. "While 
hia soul was filled with praise to God, and he 
could not sleep for joy, she would grumble and 
complain, "that it seemed, since his conver­
sion, aa if there . had' been a death in the fam­
Uy." We said, "yes, and ought to be an­
other." In the meeting she saw them falling 
under the power of God, and to thia she ob­
jected, as well as to the shouting. She arose, 
one evening, and was speaking her mind 
pretty freely on these points. Her mouth was 
dosed suddenly, and so were her eyea. She 
was led home apeechlesa and blind. Prayer 
waa offered for her and two seekers. The two 
were converted, and at B o'clock in the morn­
ing, she was able to open her eyes. The next 
night her eyes were closed again. She then 
confessed more fttUy, and said in substance, 
"that the Lord had cloaed her eyes that he 
might reach her heart." Led home again, it 
was some hours before she could aee. May 
the Lord reveal himaelf to her, in mercy and . 
love. I trust, hel^after, ahe may be willing 
that God shall work in His own way. This 
work of saving aoula, I love it I I love it! 

C. D. BS00E3. 

L I T E R A R T N O T I C E S . 

THE LIFE OP TRUST. Being a Narrative of 
the Lord'a dealings with GEORGE MUELLER, 
written by himaelf. Edited "tad condensed 
by Rev. H. LINCOLN WATLAND; eta Boa-
ton : GOTiLD & LINCOLN. 

We give an imperfect aketch of Mr. MUELLIB, 
in thia number of the Earnest Christian. We 
wish onr readera to become fully acquainted 
with hia manner of life. We regret that the 
publiahera did not see proper to give the Eng-
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liah edition entire. Mr. MUELLER received the 
" aecond bleasing," or new light, through the 
agency of some of God's faithful children, at 
Teignmouth, "for which," he says, " I shall 
have cause to thank Him throughout eter­
nity." He gave a clear account of thia new 
light in the original narrative. 

Like many other earnest Christiana of the 
present day, Mr. MUELLEE is a believer in the 
speedy personal tximing of Christ; though he 
does not pretend to a knowledge of the pre­
cise time when hia advent shall be made. He 
says: " Another trath, into which, in some 
measure, I waa led, waa in Respect to the 
Lord'a coming. My viewa, concerning this 
point, up to that time, had been completely 
vague and unscriptural. I had believed what 
others told me, without trying it by the word. 
I thought that things were getting better and 
better, and that soon the whole world would 
be converted But now I find in the word, 
that we have not the least scriptural warrant 
to look for the conversion of the world before 
the return of our Lord. I find in the Scrip­
tures, that that which wiU usher in the glory 
of the church, and uninterrupted joy to the 
samta, ia the retum of the Lord Jesus, and 
that tiU then, things "wiU be more or less in 
confusion. I found in the word that the re­
tum of Jesus, and not death, was the hope of 
the * apostolic Christians; and that it became 
me, therefore, to look for his appearing. And 
this trath ao entered into my_heart that though 
I went to Devonahire exceedmgly weak, 
scarcely expecting that I should retum again 
to London, yet I waa immediately, on seeing 
thia trath, brought off from looking for death, 
and waa made to look for the return of our 
'Lord. Having seen this truth, the Lord also 
graciously enabled me to apply it, in some 
measure, at least, to my own heart, and to put 
the solemn question to myselfi ' What may I 
do for the Lord, before he retuma, as Se may 
soon come f" 

He adds: " In addition to this trath, it 
pleased the Lord to lead me to see a higher 
standard of devotedneaa than I had seen be­
fore. He led me, in a measure, to see what is 
my trae glory in thia worlii, even to be 
deapiaed, and to be poor and mean with 
Chriat. I aaw then, in a measure, though I 
liave Been it more fully aince, that it ill be­

comes the servant to seek to be rich, and 
great, and honored in that world where hia 
Lord was poor, and mean, and despised." 

We would urge every earnest Christian to 
procure and carefully read thia book. It wUl, 
probably, do you more good than any book 
you ever read, except the Bible. Buy one^u 
you can, but if you cannot, borrow one, and 
read it careftiUy. The publishers' reta'il price 
is SI 25. To any of our readers who 'wiU 
send us thia amount, we will aend a copy, 
postage paid. Or we will send a copy gratia 
to any one who will send ua six new subscrib­
ers for the Earnest Christian. 

ULAH, AND OTHER POEMS. By AMANDA T. 

JONES. Bufl'alo: Published by H. H. OTIS. 
This is a volume of poems of more than or­

dinary merit. They evince possession, on the 
part of the authoress, of real poedc .-talent 
Ulah, the principal poem, is au interesting In­
dian legend, narrated in flowing verse. It 
will be read with intereat. We are glad to 
see that a second edition haa been called for. 

Price $1 00. Single copies sent i y mail, 
postage paid, on receipt,of,price. Adiiresa 
Rev. R. COOLEY, Box 2723, fiuff'alo, N. T. 

THE GOLDES RULE. 

We welcome the monthly "visits of thia un­
flinching advocate of an uncompromising 
Christianity. If all professedly religious pa­
pers would speak out fearlessly, as does thia 
little aheet, againat the popular ains of the 
fashionable churches of the day, there would 
soon be a mauiiest improvement iu the moral 
condition of the country. We are glad to see 
that the " Golden Rule" is finding its way 
into the families of our frienda. We cannot 
commend it too atrongly to every loveir of Je­
sua. Single copies 50 centa m advance. Five 
copiea to one address, $2 00; and 100 copiea, 
$25 00. Address Rev. DAVID F . NEWTON, 

Box 1212, New Tork. 

Bro. NEWTON alao keeps a good supply of 
aterling Tracts for aale. Send for a dollar's 
worth for distribution. 

THE EAENEST CHEistLur.—We can supply 
a few hundred new subscribers with the back 
numbera of tbe current volume of the Earnest 
Christian. "Will not our frienda procure them 
for ua, and send on their names ? Addreaa B. 
T. ROBEETS, Buffalo, N. T, 


