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.Taar extraordinary spiritual gifts

are vouchsafed to the church in all ages
and countries, and that they are of
great utility .in sustaining and carrying

forward the triumphs of the gospel, as’

well as in establishing it upon a well
authenticated divine basis at first, we
have already seen. What still remains
to be considered in respect to them,
has reference to the manner in which
they are received, and exercised. Itis
with this view of the subject we are
now more particularly concerned. And
though it would seem that much is re-
quired to be said upon the subject on
account of the great practical impor-
tance it possesses, and the very con-
fused ideas which have been entertained
concerning it, in order to place it in a
clear light before the mind, yet. the
Scriptures are so full and explicit in
this direction, that a brief analysis of
the subject, founded chiefly upon the
twelfth chapter of First Corinthians,
will be sufficient to bring it within the
comprehension of a child. 2

1. Extraordinary spiritual gifts, like
all our other gifts, are a Divine bestow-
ment, * We have nothing we did not
receive.” “ Every good gift, and every
perfect gift, is from above.”

2. These gifts are bestowed upon
their recipients arbitrarily. “But all
these worketh that\;)ne and the self-
same Spirit, dividing severally to every
man as he will.” Not as we will, but
as he will. All who have a saving
faith in Christ, are eligible to these

3

gifts; and yet they are arbitrarily be-
stowed, there being nothing in the
promise of salvation by faith which
necessarilu includes them.

3. Nosingle individual can expect to-
have .all the gifts belonging to the
church bestowed upon him, however
pious he may be, or however strong his
faith. There is to be a distribution made
of them among the members severally ;
some having mere, and others less.
*The Spirit divideth severally to ev-
ery manas he will.” “To oneis given
the word of wisdom; to another the
gift of healing ; to another prophecy,”
and so on. “ Are all apostles? are all
prophets ? are all teachers? have all
the gift of healing? do all speak with
tongues? do all interpret? God hath
set the members every one of them in
the body as it hath pleased him.”
That is, he has  appointed different of-
fices in the church, to be filled by dif-
ferent individuals, or classes, respect-
iwely, according to his own will; and
has forbidden one to intrude himself
into the place of another, or to be so
envious of another’s promotion as to
insist that “he. is; not of the body,”
refusing to have any thing to do with
it, because “he is not,” and is not ac-
knowledged to be “the body” itself.

4. As we cannot invest ourselves
with extraordinary spiritual gifts by
our own power, so neither can we ex-
ercise any that may be conferred upon: .
us, at our own discretion. Else S
Paul would not have suffered so lon
from “a-thorn in the flesh,” nor “lef;
Trophimus, his fellow laborer, at. Mil-
etum sick.” This also depends on the
will of God. The faith of miracles—
which is none other than “the com-
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1
mon faith,” as the Apostle expresses
it—the faith that saves the soul, Zm-
ployed for the achieve f a
special object, can only be exercised in

is direction, as the occasion is indica-
ted, and the power given, at the special
instance of the Holy Spirit.

5. In order to exercise any spiritual
gift we may possess—the gift of healing
for instance—three things are necessary:

1. A special inward impression to
that effect. It shall be given you in
that same hour what ye-shall speak ;

for it is not ye that speak, but the
" Spirit of your Father which speaketh

in you.” This inward speaking, acting,
moving, of the Spirit, as the case may
be, is indispensable to the accomplish-
ment of any thing miraculous on the
part of even the most faithful. For
though the miracle-working power is
clearly inherent in the faith of all true
believers, yet its manifestation in res-
pect to time, place, and circumstance,
being of too critical a character to be
entrusted to the discretion of finite
creatures, is restricted” to those special
occasions which God is pleased to in-
dicate by a special impression upon
the mind. And all who undertake the
business of miraculous healing, or any
thing of that sort, without such special
impression, supposing it to depend on
a Eigh degree of “the common faith,”
which it is their privilege, if not their
duty, to be able to exercise at all times,

are guilty of downright presumption,

It is in their own'strength they attempt’

the working of miracles in such cases ;
and if they meet not the fate of * the
sons of Sceva,” they- will surely fail of
their- object, bringing disgrace upon
themselves, and disparaging the cause
of Christ:-

2. A full persuasion of the Divinity
of the impression, founded upon an en-
lightened and prayerful comparison of
it with the Holy Scriptures. “Try
the spirits,” i. e., by the word, “ wheth-
er they be of God.” He ‘that takes
the word without the Spirit, is a Phar-
isee ; and he that takes the Spirit with-
out the word, isa fanatic. There mus
be the agreement of both. 1

3. Our power to heal, especially,
must depend after all, upon the con-
tingency of the faith of the subject on
whom the healing is to be performed.
“The same heard Paul speak: who
steadfastly beholding him, and perceiv-
ing that he had faith to be healed, said
with a loud voice, stand upright on thy
feet. And he leaped and walked.”
The Apostle himself could not cure
the lame man till he perceived he had
Jaith to be healed. When no human
agency is concerned in the exercise of
extraordinary spiritual gifts, however,
except our own, this last element of
the miracle-working power is not re-
quired. An inward Divine impression,
corroborated by the word of God, in
such cases, is all-sufficient. But though
the power, and the occasion are of God,
there is no doubt it would please him
to honor the church by employing her
miraculous instrumentality for the ad-
vancement of his cause far beyond
what has been the case for ages gone
by, were she sufficiently alive to be
used in this way. :

6. In the exercise of extraordinary
spiritual gifts, one individual is not to
interrupt another by breaking in upon
him while he is"speaking. ¢ Let the
prophets speak two -or three, and let
the other judge. If any thing be re-
vealed to another that sitteth by, let
the first hold his peace;” that is, get
through, and stop, before he begins to
speak to the audience. “Ye may all
prophecy one by one, that all may
learn, and all may be comforted.”
“The spirits of the prophets are sub-
ject to the prophets ;” and consequent-
ly may he so regulated and controlled
by them in their public exercises as
not to interrupt each other. “ God is
not the author of confusion, but of
peace, as in all churches of the saints.”
How then can he impress, or inspire
one to deliver a message to the people,
and then another to get up and inter-
rupt him before he gets through? The
first speaker, having opened his mouth
by the impulse or authority of the
Holy Spirit, can only be silenced by

| the same authority. The pretended
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right of another—a mere equal—to
supersede him in his public exercises,
will not suffice.

7. We know not that extraordinary
spiritual gifts are essential to the
Christian character at all. They are,
we make no doubt, the fruit of a state
of -grace, generally speaking, or may
be; but not the condition of it. Cer-
tain it is, that they are far less desir-
able, as they are:far less valuable to
the church, than the ordinary gifts we
possess. I
prophecy,and understand all mysteries,
and all knowledge, and though I have
all faith, so that I could remove moun-
tains, and have not charity ”—the love
of God, which is but an ordinary spir-
itual gift—“I am nothing.” “I had
rather speak five words with my un-
derstanding, that by my voice I might
teach others also, than ten thousand
words in an unknown tongue.”

“ Wherefore, brethren, covet to

prophecy,” i. e., teach, as the word here -

signifies, “ and forbid not to speak with
tongues.” *

8. Instead of boasting of our extra-
ordinary spiritual gifts, “as the man-
ner of some is,” or publishing to the
world any miraculous cures we may
have wrought upon the diseased ; let
us the rather be content with skowing

- our miraculous skill, like Christ and
the Apostles, to whom we may safely
look as a model of all Christian virtues.
Others proclaimed their miracles,
though forbidden to do it. * Their fame
went abroad throughout all the land ;”
and thus will it be with all those who
imitate their example.

Ar Bristol found fifty less in Society.
One reason is Christian Perfection has
been little insisted upon, and where
this is not done, be the preachers ever
so eloquent, there is little increase
either in the number or the grace of
the hearers.—WEsLEy.

Keep your temper in disputes. The
cool hammer fashions the red-hot iron
to any shape needed.

“Though I have the gift of*

BAPTISM OF THE HOLY
GHOST. |

“ Have ye received the Holy Ghost
since ye believed ?” The reception of
the Holy Ghost, in a special sense, is
every believer’s privilege. - This is ev-
ident from the promises made. John
said, “ He that cometh after me shall
baptize you with the Holy Ghost and
with fire.” The special character of
this baptism appears in the language
of the Saviour given by St. Luke:
“Ye shall be baptized with the Holy
Ghost not many days hence.” Now
“thenumberof the names together were
about an hundred and twenty;” and
“they were all with one accord in one
place;” “and there appeared unto
them cloven ‘tongues like as of fire,
and it sat upon each of them.” It was
hence evident that this special baptism
was provided for the whole church.
St. Peter confirmed this opinion. “Re-

- pent and be baptized every one of you

in the name of Jesus Christ, for the re-
mission of sins, and ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Ghost. For the prom-
ise is unto you,and to your children,and
to all that are afar off, even as many
as the Lord our God shall call.”

New this could not have been the
only work of the Holy Spirit upon
earth. He is the great agent of gen-
eral grace, and must have been engaged
in the ordinary work of enlightening,
purifying, and saving men since the
first promise of redemption. But the
Christian dispensation was to be mark-
ed by peculiar responsibilities, and
hence, of course, by peculiar privileges.
The full inauguration of the Messiah-
King was therefore attested by the
abundant outpouring of the Spirit,
which was so special as to be announ-
ced and described as an original gift. . -

The instances recorded are ample
confirmation of the general right of be-
lievers to this special baptism. We
have room for but two : “ Now, when
the apostles that were at Jerusalem

‘heard that Samaria had received the

word of God, they sent unto them
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Peter and John, who, when they were
come down, prayed for them, that they
might receive the Holy Gtiost; (for as
yet he was fallen upon none of themj
only they were baptized in the name
of the Lord Jesus.) Then laid they
their hands on them, and they received
the Holy Ghost.” Consider also the
brief history in Acts xix, 1-7. Paul
found certain disciples at Ephesus, to
whom he proposed the question, “Have
ye received the Holy Ghost since ye
believed ?” He supposed them to be
true believers — regularly baptized
Christians. From both these instan-
ces, and other similar ones, it is evident
that, in primitive theology, a special
baptism, in distinction from the ordi-
nary work of the Spirit, was recog-
nized as the believer’s privilege. It
was not implied in the rudiments of
faith—in the first conditions of disci-
pleship. It did not-invariably accom-
pany Christian adult baptism. It was
received at times more or less remote
from primary faith, and hence in dift
erent stages of Christian progress. It
was given in answer to prayer, which,
in the forms of primitive simplicity,
was accompanied by the laying on of
hands. And, finally, it was sometimes
followed by certain miraculous results,
that were in accordance with the spirit
and emergencies of those~ times, yet
not essential to the promised blessing.

But, conclusively, the results re-
quired imply the special baptism of
the Holy Spirit. It is not merely the
conviction for sin, the repentance and
faith, the regeneration and witness given
in the ordinary forms of divine agency,
that will impart completeness to the
Christian character, that will -clothe it
“in the beauty of holiness,” that will
gird it with power to conquer the
world; and yet these are results im-
peratively demanded in the revelation
of God. The church is held responsi-
ble for a state of perfection, for a style
of activity, and a degree of moral
power, which must be utterly imprac-
ticable in the absence of this special
baptism. It is evidently assumed in
her  predicted mission that she will

have. received the fulfilment of the
promise which is to her and her chil-
dren ; and when Christians are found
without: their intended purity, develop-
ment and efficiency, it may well be
asked, “Have ye received the Holy
Ghost sinee ye believed 2”

It thus appears, from the promises
recorded, the instances given, and the
results required, that the reception of
the Holy Ghost in some special sense,
is every believer’s privilege.

But how is this important apostolic
question to-be answered by the mass
of believers at the present time? Per-
haps few could reply, “We have not
so much as heard whether there be
any’ Holy Ghost.” Unquestionably,
however, large numbers must answer
in the negative. They have been truly
converted, are recognized as believers
by the church and the world, and per-
haps by the omnis¢ient God. Still
they are only “ babes,”—weak in faith,
and very inefficient. They haveat no
time felt the corruptions.of their hearts,
so as to make them cry out for deliv-
erance. They have not bewailed their
sinfulness for days and nights together,
engaged in fervent, agonizing prayer,
for the outpeuring of the Holy Spirit,
determined never to rest, until they
could “reckon themselves dead indeed
unto sin, but alive unto God through
Jesus Christ our Lord.” They have
not felt the holy violence of faith, that
knew no denial, and claimed, in present
renovating power, the baptism of fire.
They have not realized the dissolving
energies of the Holy Ghost, pervading
their whole being, and filling their
souls with a burning desire for the
glory of God. Or, if so, they have
been unfaithful, and are now uttering
their lamentations by the rivers of
Babylon, with their harps hung upon
the willows. : -

Though devoutly grateful for the
special manifestations of saving grace,
wherever they appear, the friends of
Zion cannot fail to see, and mourn over,
her low estate. Inefficiency 1s felt to
so great an extent, as to excite alarm
‘and anxious inquiry into its causes and
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remedies. The church question—in-
volving the whole field of its essential
and organic life, of its historic and pro-
phetic relations to itself, to human
governments, and to the ultimate des-
tiny of the race—has no one aspect so
intensely interesting as this: What is
" its essential want? With all deference
. to those who seek to solve this prob-
lem, in other modes, we believe that,
The baptism of the Holy Ghost is the
great present want of the church.
1. In proof of this position, we ob-
serve, that, The Vision of the church
is obscure. From the modes of her
being, and the nature of her mission,
the church is required to examine with
great accuracy the moral condition of
the world. She must study profound-
ly her own state, and the wants and
woes of those who are out of her pale.
But she does not.succeed well in these
efforts. Thousands. of her members
cast a momentary glance at their own
hearts, and are flattered by the view;
seeing nothing:but virtue, where pride,
avarice, envy, lust and revenge, have
their undisturbed habitation. The
soul’s reflection cannot reach these
depths of concealed depravity. - The
light is insufficient. The road to heaven
is a narrow way, but do not Christians
-generally think it exceedingly broad ?
The boundaries of the road, which to’
an accurate vision would be distinetly
marked, - seem quite, undefined; and:
when they suppose themselves in the
‘way to life, it is quite possible that
they are in “the broad road that lead-
eth to destruction.” There are dan-
.gers before them, but they ' cannot seé
them ; dangers in their worldly. prosper-
ity, but they think it the best of fortune;
dangers in their levity, but they think
it merely innocent joy; dangers in
their splendor of dress and equipage,
but they think it only decency and good
taste; dangers in their sumptuous en-
tertainments and fashionable amuse-
ments, but they regard them as essen-
tial modes of social refinement. There
are- frighful dangers in the outward
prosperity of ‘the church ; in her accu-
mulating wealth-and numbers; in her

popular and secular power; but she
takes these to be the true signs of pro-
gress, and ever and anon reaches out
her grasping hand for more. These
are sad evidence§ of obscure vision.
But there are oth;s.

A work_of vast moment is commit-
ted to the church ; but how little of it
does she see! A circle of a few miles
bounds the vision' of her greatest
numbers. And even within that nar-
row circle, hundreds are perishing for
lack of spiritual food: but they are
not seen. The hours and the moments
of wicked men all around these pro-
fessed Christians, are made up of event-
ful crises on which eternal life and
eternal death depend; but they come
and pass, with their momentous issues,
unnoticed ! :

Far off in the regions of idolatry,
what deep and damning guilt preys
upon the souls of men !—what ageniés
wring and crush the heart !—what fear-
ful corruption rages !—what distressing

-doubts hang over the great unknown !

—what countless myriads are moving
off, in all the misery of unpardoned
sin, every day, into the world of ret-
ribution! - But all this is nothing to
the church. “She cannot-see it. She
cannot see it. - She has, it is true, an
idea that there. is something to be done
in_this direction ; but, whatever it may
be; she seems hardly aware that it re-

‘quires haste; and hence she calculates,

with cool and exact economy, how
much she can spare towards it, from

“home demands and worldly gratifica-

tion ; proposing in all sincerity to send
a few missionaries more, each year,
into this vast field of the morally dead.
‘What is it to the church that there are
more than six hundred millions of -
deathless souls, unaware of the revela-
tion God has made to man—of the
Saviour he has given them—of the im-
mortality to which they are destined—
of the bright glories of the heavenly
world, and the deep horrors of an end-
less hell ? : -
Now, no light of science that ever
dawned upon the world can illuminate
these “dark habitations of cruelty.”
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"No inquiry of human reason can ever

reach the moral death that pervades
the world. No natural eye can gaze
into these depths of human misery.
No merely natural philanthropy can
ever explore these abodes of sin. Nor
can any ordinary Christiau sight pen-
etrate this vast profound of darkness
and woe. :

. But the special reception of the
Holy Ghost is a baptism of light. He
is God, and “ God is light. In him is
no darkness at all.” It was to this
Divine Spirit that we were indebted
for the first view of our sinful hearts.
It was his gracious light that revealed
the cross, and that has led us every
step we have taken in the way to
heaven. - But hitherto we have received
this light in limited portions, just as
God has seen to be suited to us, just
_as our faith has commanded. Hence
this obscurity of vision. But “light
is sown for the righteous.” Provision
is made to take all this obscurity
away. The promised baptism of the

- “Holy Ghost is a flood of light, penetra-

ting the darkest recesses of the soul,
revealing its most concealed corruption.
Receiving this, the Christian, sanctified
but in part, could not return from an
examination of his heart, congratula-
ting himself that there is so little sin
there. Its very fountain of inbred cor-
ruption would be exposed, causing him
to groan in anguish, to “abhor him-
self, and repent as in dust and ashes.”
But to the same mind this light would
reveal more distinetly than ever its
cause of gratitude for what the Lord
" had done—the evidence of his justifi-
cation—the honor of sonship—the open
“fountain in which to wash from sin
and all uncleanness.”
It is a clear light, reflected from the
mind upon the word of God. It opens
- with astonishing brightness the prom-
ises of the gospel, and strongly illus-
trates the divine providences. Tt quick-
ens the inquiring and active powers, and
pushes investigation far out into the
world of suffering humanity. . It re-
veals with great distinctness the *high
" and holy way cast up for the ransomed

of the Lord to walk in.” It discovers
dangers that were never before realized.
It shows the perilous - track of a wan-
dering church within the unhallowed
precincts of sin. It compels the soul
to shrink from and abhor the very
things -which before it has earnestly
coveted. It trembles to see that the
outward splendors of the church, once
deemed the reliable evidences of suc-
cess, are but the attire of a harlot, both
revealing and inviting illicit intercourse
with a godless world.

It is a baptism of light, uncovering
‘the responsibilities of the church; the
fearful power of sin over the hearts of
men ; the peril of neighbors and friends
out of Christ; the delusions of error-
ists in the struggles of reason after
truth to believe,a God to adore, a
power to redeem.. It more than man-
ifests the fact that “ the world lieth in
wickedness,” which: may have been
known before. But with this strong
accession of light, the soul sees the
danger of ignorance, the guilt of infi-
delity, the responsibility and power of
a love of sin. It looks out upon the
bewildered masses of humanity as they
are moving -off to perdition, and says, -
Alas! these are my brethren! I have
a personal, living, eternal interest in
them. Iam responsible for them to
the full extent of the moral power -
that  resides in a converted soul, and
lies within its reach. It exclaims in
agony, I am, 0 my God, I am my
brother’s keeper! Andlo! he goes,
uninstructed, unwarned, beforé my
eyes, down to hell'—Jesse T. Prck. .

“Ir Jesus calls you to trial, to suf-
fering, to persecution, bear it patiently.
Did I say patiently? No! not patient-
ly merely ; do not live in the cellar of
religion; mount higher; bear it delight-
edly, affectionately, thankfully.”—D=.
Twine. : :

Mapras.—This Society, eighty-six
members, all rejoice in the love of God:
fifty-five or fifty-six believe he has saved

| them from all sin.—WgsLEY.
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EXPERIENCE OF MRS. LOVISA
GRAVES.

I xPERIENCED religion when about
twelve years of age. Ihad been taught
by my surviving relatives that my
father was a living Christian, both: in
word and deed; and in his last hours
his conversation manifested that he
. felt the greatest anxiety for his child-

#ren’s future and eternal happiness ; and
his last expiring breath was spent in
prayer for their eternal welfare. It is
not strange that when but a child, the
recollection of the prayers which a
dying father had offered up for my
conversion, made a lasting impression
on my mind, and when quite young I
felt the need of salvation, striving at
times to obtain it. Time passed on,
and at length a camp-meeting was held
near us, which I was permitted to at-
tend. I went with the purpose of ob-
taining religion, and I was not disap-
pointed, God’s promises were verified ;
“for hé hath promised in His holy word
that they who seek him early shall find
him; and “unto them' that knock it
shall be opened.” It was during the
first day of the meeting that I received
the blessing. When the invitation was
given for sinners to eome forward to
. the altar. for prayers, I felt that the in-
vitation was extended to me, and with
a heavy burden resting upon me-I
found my way to the altar. After a
short season of prayer, we were re-

quested to arise and sing that excellent:

hymn commencing,
; # Arise my soul, arise,”

but the burden of sin prevented me
from joining in the singing, until Bro.
‘W. M. Rounds said, “Look up, and
you may receive ‘the blessing while
singing!” When we came to this
verse, ¢

Th F;:‘h:r hamtl;gnog::y,

He cannot turn aws,

- The presence of son; .

The Spirit answers to the blood,
Andizgalmelmbomofeod."

the Spirit of God came down upon

me like electric fire, and I was led to
cry Abba, Father. The change that
was wrought in my heart at that mo-
ment, was visible to all around; for
the inexpressible joy I felt in my soul
manifested itself in my countenance.
I fondly hoped and thought that I could
convince all the world of its beauty
and reality, could they but hear my
voice, and for a while ‘this was my
theme,—but alas! in two years where
was I? Not being urged on to per-
fection, I fell from my steadfastness
and was led to join with the wicked
and gay who throng the road to ruin,
till at length I was arrested in my sin-
ful course by the Holy Spirit. I
thought it was the last call of merey.
I was awakened to a sense of my lost
condition by an observation which a
friend made. concerning the second
coming of Christ. It made a lasting
and deep impression upon my mind,
which at last resulted in my return to
the path of duty. 3

- I was then led to seek for higher at-
tainments in the Divine life, and form-
ed many resolutions to obtain full sal-
vation ; but I failed to receive this
blessing until God in his infinite mercy
saw fit to afflict me with a long and
painful §linesss, which truly proved a
blessing in disguise. Not only was I
afflicted in body, but in mind also, in-
somuch that I was at times: bordering
upon a state of insanity. ©O! the dis-
tress and anguish of mind which I en-
dured at this time, is beyond descrip-
tion. I felt for a time that God had
forsaken me, had withdrawn the light
of His countenance ; and it seemed as
if I were left alone in utter darkness.
My distress at times, both of mind
and body, was so great, that I was
obliged to exclaim like Job, “I go for--
ward, and He is not there; I go back-
ward, and I cannot perceive Him.”
This state of mind continued for sev-
eral months, but I rejoice to add that
the enemy of souls was not suffered to
entirely obtain victory over me, but, I
still continued to plead with God for
mercy, until my bodily health was in
a measure restored. One evening I




-with me, that God would not leave me

_did not publicly profess to have been

“had received the blessing. A short
" ing, I was enabled by the grace of God

“ving to do the will of my blessed

‘a lonely traveler, and .my constant
g {rg?ier is, that my family may be

‘mybrother, press on, and weary not

L S T ) R it

- cordingly we did hear-of persons san-

4
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was assured by a sister who resided

me, but would at Iength Testore me to
His favor, and then she commenced
singing that beautiful hymn, commen-.
cng, - 3
> - “Come my brethren let us try,”

and while singing- this verse, light
broke in upon my troubled soul, and I
was led to rejoice with a joy wunspeak-
able and full of glory. It would be
impossible for me to express the deep
joy and gratitude which I felt- at that
moment. I indeed felt that I had
found the pearl of great price, and its
price I valued above rubies. But I

wholly. saved, although I was then as
sensible, as I am at the present, that 1

time affer, while in a_quarterly meet-

near the close, as the congregation

joined with Bro. Gorham in singing,
“*¢Theglorious time is rolling on,” .

I was then enabled to- claim the bles-

sing as being wholly mine. I am stri-

Master in such manner, that “others
seeing my good‘works may glorify my
Father in Heaven.” I desire an inter-
est in your prayers, for I feel that I am

ught into the fold of God. Let us,

in well doing, for if we faint not, we
shall receive our reward.

3

Many years ago my brother fre-
quently said, “ Your day of Pentecost
is mot fully come; but I doubt not it
will come, and you will then hear of
persons sanctified, as frequently as you
do now of persons justified. And ac-

ctified in London, and in most parts of
England and in Dublin, and in many
other parts of Ireland, as frequently as of
persons justified ; although instances of
the latter were far more frequent than

they had been for twenty yeats before..
CEWARLEY T T ! ;

PERSONAL RELIGION.

BY REV. JAMES B. GRAHAM.

TrerE are few principles, the truth
and importance of -which it is more
necessary habitually to keep before the
mind, than that religion is a personal
thing. All outward duties and servi-
ces will be of no avail, unless the heart
of the person engaged in them be right
with God—unless God, as he is man-
ifested in the person and work of his

- Son, has the first place in 'his affections;

and the duties performed ‘have a refer-
ence to him, as that divine Being
whose glory is aimed at in the perforin-
ance, and whose grace is depended on,
in order to their being rightly accom-
plished. It was a’ deficiency in this
respect which drew the displeasure of
him “who walketh in the midst of the
golden candlesticks™ upon the church

.of Ephesus. The possession of such -

qualities as are ascribed to that church
would have attracted the high com-
mendation of a mere mortal; but he
who regards not the outward appear-
ance, but is a discerner of the thoughts,
and “ tries the reins of the children of
men,” could not be satisfied, when the
service of the heart was wanting. He -
therefore sharply reproved them for
having left their first love, and threat-
‘ened, that unless they returned by re-

pentance, and reperformance of their .

first works, from the state into which
they had fallen, he would remove from
them his favor and regagyd. As it thus
appears that no outward observances
will be received as a substitute for per- .
sonal devotedness by him who “is a
Spirit, and requires to be worshipped
at all times in spirit and in truth,” it
will be of importance to consider the

‘nature and particular branches of per- -

sonal religion.

1. Vital religion is rodted in the
heart, and stands opposed to what the
apostle calls the form of godliness,
(2 Tim. iii, 5,) in the same way that
actual life does to the pictur® of a man.
It proceeds from an inward principle,
and is the effect of genuine repentance
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towards God, and faith towards our
-Lord Jesus Christ. It is the insepar-
able gift of Him who is exalted at the
right hand of God, as a Prince and a
Saviour, to give repentance and remis-
sion of sins—for when a sinner flees
by faith to the Saviour for pardon of
his sins, that very act is of itself a turn-
ing to God by the power of the Holy
Ghost on the heart—hence springs the
new birth, and that vital union to Jesus
which is set forth under the figure of
the vine and the branches (John 15,)
whereby the believer in Christ is en-
abled, as ransomed by his blood, to
‘bring forth fruit unto God, and being
united to Christ is enabled to render
to God the reasgnable service of the
_understanding, the will, and the affec-
‘tions, instead of the unmeaning forms
_of mere bodily exercise. The  Christ-
‘ian being born of the Spirit is partaker
of a divine nature, and is renewed after
_ the image of God, which is knowledge,
righteousness and true holiness. The
influence of these principles is carried
into all the affairs of common life, so
that, men of the world may see in him
an exhibition of the will of God, and a
witness which will testify for or against
them in the-day of judgment. A re-
gard to.the will of God determines his
understanding and regulates all his ac-
tions. This is his habitual aim and
desire, and for this purpose the word
of God has become his counsellor, that
he may be directed byiét, in his inter-
- course with men, and his more imme-
.diate approaches to his Maker.
- In order to avoid, as much as possi-
ble, all objects
to seek a place/of retirement, to enter
into our closets and shuf the door, and.
“ pray ‘to our Father who seeth in se-
cret.” ' As it is individual and in the

presence of God only, it is not subject.

" to the same limitation of time, order,
posture, and other circumstances, as
social ‘Worship, and it takes in all the

"devotion which is suitable to the situa-.

tion; temper, hopes and fears, and joys

and' sorrows of the particular person. .

The branches of personal religion may
be chiefly comprehended in the follow-

-

distraction, we. are

ing particulars: Searching the Serip- -
tures—Meditations upon them—Self-
examination—Prayer and praise.

Fmst. Searching the Scriptures.
Searching the Scriptures, relying on
the teachings of the Holy Spirit isan.
important duty of the closet; for by
it the understanding is enlightened, and
considerations calculated to awakeén
the conscience and inform the mind,
are presented to view—the heart is af-
fected, and the spirit renewed and sanc-
tified by beholding, as in a glass, the

‘glory of the divine character. - Com-

fort is administered to the soul. David -
says, “Thy testimonies have I taken
as an heritage for ever, for they are the’
rejoicing of my heart.” (Ps. ecxix,
3.) It is by the application of the sa-
cred Scriptures to the heart by the
Holy Spirit, that the man becomes
thoroughly furnished unto all good
works. ;

Seconp. Meditation upon the word
of God is another branch of closet re-
ligion in which every Christian ought
to abound. In this employment the
Spirit takes of the things of God and .
shows  them unto us. The heart will
be made to burn within us by his es-
pecial manifestations in these occasions
of retirement and holy contemplation,
and in proportion as the Christian be-
comes acquainted with the character of
God, will be his confidence in him.
“They who know thy name will put
their trust in thee.” David says, “O
how I love thy law! it is my medita-

|-tion day and night. Thou through thy

commandments hast made me wiser .
than mine enemies, for they are ever
with me. I have more understanding
than all my teachers, for thy testimo- -
nies are my meditation! I understand
more. than the ancients, because I keep
thy precepts. I have refrained my feet -
from every evil way, that I might keep .
thy word.” (Ps. cxix, 97, ete.) The
knowledge the man of God getsin this
way will enable him to make a profi-
table application of displays which
God gives of his character, in the works
of ereation, providence and grace. He

will often ‘be constrained to say, <O




Lord, how manifold- are’ thy works!
in wisdom hast thou made them all;
the earth is full of thy. riches; all thy
works praise thee, and thy saints shall
bless thee.” (Ps. civ, 24, &e.) The
Providence of God will form another
subject of contemplation and satisfac-
tion. - He will, as a man of God, be
-able to look through' the clouds: of
darkness which seem to obscure the
path of the divine procedure; and see
his most mysterious dispensation issu-
- ing from the eternal throne of justice
and judgment, and by goji
the sanctuary, and forminy¥d judgment
of God’s'doings, not by the defective
" eye of sense, but by that of.faith, his
mind will be preserved in a state of
.calmness, from the remembrance that
the Lord God omnipotent reigneth,
and that all his acts are directed to the
‘promotion of -his own glory, and the
good of 'his dear children. ;
TarpLy. Self-examinationalso forms
a necessary ‘part of that personal re-
ligion to which -the Christian :ought
regularly to attend. By a comparison
of himself with the Scriptures he will
~ be able to discover the particulars of
- his state, temper, and conduct, and this
will guide him in making his requests
known unto God, and in laying himself
" under the restraints necessary to rec-
tify any defect of his practice. Reader,
"examine thy heart honestly in the light
i~ of divine revelation, and say, “Thou-
God seest me.” :
FourraLY. Prayer islikewise a most
essential part of that personal religion
"+ to which the Christian ought regularly
to attend.  Prayer stands'in the same
relation to spiritual life, that breathing
does to the natural—as an impeded
respiration will soon render the bodily
constitution enfeebled and sickly, so
suspension of prayer will deprive us of
spiritual life. Reader, Pray.

Uniox anp CommunioN.—The more
any renewed heart tastes the sweetness
of communion with God, by so much
more it is disposed for unity and peace
with His peo&le:—Fuvm..

often into

BEAUTIFUL. WORLD.

We're going home, we’ve had visions bright,

Of that holy land, that world of light,

‘Where the long, dark night of time is past,

- And the morh of eternity dawns at last;

“Where the weary saint no more shall roam,

But dwell in a happy, peaceful home;

‘Where the brow with sparkling gemsis crown'd,

And the waves of bliss are flowing around. -
O, that beautiful world! O, that beautiful

world! ;

We're going home, we soon shall be
Where the sky is clear'and all are free,
Where the victor’s song floats o’er the plain,
And the seraphs’ anthems blend with its strain,
| Where the sun rolls down its brilliant flood,
And beams on a world that is fair and Food.
‘Where stars, once dimmed at nature’s doom,
Will ever shine, o’er-the new earth bloom.

Where tears and gighs which here were given,
Ave changed for the gladsome song of heaven;
Where the beautiful forms which singand shine,

| Are guarded well b a hand divine;

Where the banner of love and friendship’s wand
Are waving above that princely band, .

And the glory of God, like a boundless sea,
Will cheer that immortal company.

\Mid the ransomed throng, ’mid the sea of bliss,
&ﬁ the holy city’s gorgeousness,
"Mid the verdant plains, ’mid the angels cheer,
"Mid t¥®saints that round the throne appear;
- Where the conqueror’s song, as it sounds afar,
Is wafted on the ambrosial air; - -
Through endless years we then shall prov
The depth of a Saviour’s matchless love.

Tre more I converse with the be-
lievers of Cornwall, the ‘more I am
convinced they have suffered great loss
for want -of having the: doctrine of
Christian Perfection closely and strong-
ly enforced. I see wherever this-is not
done there believers grow dead and
cold. Nor can this be prevented but
by keeping up in them an hourly ex-
pectation of being perfected in love. I
say an hourly expectation,for to expect
it at death, or some time hence, is
much the same as not to expect it'at

all.—WgsLEy.




MISSION OF THE FREE METHODIST CHURCH.

MISSION OF THE FREE METH.
ODIST CHURCH.

BY REV. A, A. PHELPS.

‘W EHATEVER it is, it has certainly been
either innocently misapprehended, or
wilfully misstated by very many. One
might infer'from the wild representa-
. tions of some, that the Free Mern-

opist Church differs from all others, not
only in her inherent organization but in
the essential object of her mission. My
own belief is that she is planted on the
same great pillars of orthodoxy that
. form the ground-work of all evangelical
denominations. That she may. labor
more earnestly to carry out the great
objects of her faith than most other
churches seem willing to do, I most ar-
dently pray. But what is her real

mission? ~Let me premise by saying,
1. It is not to aim at numerical en-

largement. 'We start out withonly a
small army, but large enough to win
many a battle for Jesus if we are faith-
ful to the Captain’s orders. We want
no more recruits unless they come as
¢ Valiant hearted men, .
> ‘Who are not afraid to die!™

While some are praying. that our

- “shadow may never be less,” 7 pray
that it may never be greater, unless
our spirituality and power -shall keep
full pace with our numerical increase.

‘We are to open our doors for the ad-

mission of all that make it'a business
to live religion, and" really desire a
place among us; but it is surely not
our appropriate mission to see how
many can be induced to join the Free
Methodist Church. W hether numbers
are a blessing or a curse to a church,
must depend altogether on the charac-
ter of the persons added. There are
some in almost every community that
would be glad to hide their, inconsis-
tencies within the enclosure of a churcli;
but they are deficient in almost every
thing, but especially in grace! It is
no part of my ambition that we may
some day become ¢ one of the biggest
churches in the land.” Ba -t

A

- 2. Her mission is not one of ecclesi-
astical rivalry. 1 trust she has become
so sick of seeing this game played in
other churches, as to cure her forever
of all desire in this direction. It never
worked well for Methodism to be aping
other denominations, determined not
to lag behind in the round of church
Jfashions! It is the climax of silliness
for different churches to be on a per-
petual strife to see which shall excel in
architectural splendor, which shall draw
the largest congregations, which shall
furnish the most artistic performances
of sacred music, which shall outstrip
in the general parade of festivals and

oyster-suppers, which shall produce the-

most popular preachers,and which shall
reckon in her. communion the largest
number of rich and influential men!
May God save us from ever running

‘into such follies ! It isnot our mission,

and a curse will await such godless
emulation. s

8. Nor is the mission of the Free
Mersaopist Church comprehended in
the idea of a carnal warfare. Some
have supposed that Free Methodistsare
rebels from first to last, of unusual pug-
nacious propensities, and forever
“pitching into” some other church!
They seem to imagine that it is the
principal article of our faith, and rule of
our practice, to hate all denominations

47

in general, and the M. E. Church in par---

ticular. Iam happy to know that such
notionsareas falseasthey areridiculous.

4

Though it would be nafural to despise -

and oppose a church that has ruthless-
ly cut down and cast out' some of her

most useful and devoted ministers and .

members, yet-such conduct would not
be gracious, and I have the. opportuni-
ty to know that our people as a whole
have neither time nor inclination to
rail out against the church of their for-

“mer choice. If others have done wrong,

we can forgive ; ‘and if they have de-
termined to put down vital religion,
we must not fall into similar condem-
nation by cherishing a spirit’ of retal
iation and strife. We have other and
better work to do. There is a mighty
warfare to be carried on, but the

7 .
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weapons demanded are “not carnal
but spiritual, and mighty through God
to the pulling down-of strong-holds.”

1. It 7s the mission of the FrEr

Mzraopist Church fo _ezemplify an
earnest, practical, saving Christianity
among our own membership. This is
the very starting point in her work. It
“is probable that no church will ever
‘become a perfect model—none will at-
tain such perfection of doctrine, econ-
;)2)', and experience, as to admit of
improvement. It is obviously the
duty of any church, then, to study her
own deficiencies and ‘aim' at a higher
perfection in every department. There
can beno doubt as to the possibibility
of a church more deeply devoted,
_ more intensely earnest, and more keen-
ly alive to all the claims of God, and
all the interests of an, than any now
operating on this sin-cursed earth. The
world is waiting to see a church that
shall exemplify -in herself the very
purity and power she professes to be-
lieve in—the very happiness and glory
she urges upon the-acceptance of oth-
ers. And shall not our own youthful
church furnish the ungodly world a
specimen of piety at once deep, whole-
souled and consistent? Let every Free
Methodist come fully up to the high
mark we have set for ourselves, -and
the thing will be done ; we shall be a
living, moving, burning, convicting, re-
forming element, acting like leaven to
permeate the mighty mass of mind that
meets us everywhere. . - :

2. Itis her{mission to publish an un-
mutilated Gospel to* others. Let it
never be said of a Free MErHODIST
Preacher that he “ daubs with untem-
pered mortar,” and shuns “to declare
“the whole counsel of God.”
said of the early Methodists by Dr.
Coke, so let it be said ‘of Free Meth-
odists everywhere, “that they are arace
of reprovers.” 'The Gospel of Christ is
out against all sin, and why should not
Christians re-echo that Gospel in all
* its searching, sweeping force? I know
‘that to preach the whole Gospel is to
enrage the devil and prescribe the lim-
its ‘beyond which we may not preach

-

As it was-

at all. To publish the anti-slavery
Gospel, for instance, is to shut against
us the doors of all slavedom ; but who
will say that a Gospel which sides with
oppression, and apologizes for all the -
horrors of the ¢ peculiar insfitution,”
is a whit better than no Gospel at all ?
In my opinion it is not half so good! .
Let us go to the bottom, or not pretend
to go at all. : Instead of skimming over
the surface and doling out a garbled
Gospel, it were better to stop before we
begin,

3. It is our mission Zo seek the salva-
tion of all classes. Our economy is
especially adapted to this. We start
with the system of free seats, and open
our doors alike for the rich and the
poor, the black and the white, the ed-
ucated and illiterate. We believe in
building up no aristocracy in the church
of God. Salvation is free, and it is
worth just as much to the poor outcast
from society, as to the man of talent
and character. ‘Let us not despise the
meanest object of the fallen brother-
hood, nor despair of the haughtiest
sinner that lifts his head in the high
places of earth, All men equally need
redemption in Christ. As God is no
respecter of persons, why should we
be ? " Be it ours, then, to gather in the
thousands who linger by the way-side,
and do not feel at liberty to attend the

“costly churches of our towns and _cities,

but who nevertherless; have souls “that
must forever live in raptures or in
woe.” :

“4. It is peculiarly our mission “7o
spread scriptural holiness over these
lands.” The Free Mrrnopist Church
has: reiterated her belief in the old Wes-
leyan Bible doctrine of entire sanctifica-
tion. This is one of the issues that called
her into being, and it would be strange-
ly inconsistent to allow our interest. to
flag in this glorious subject now. We
must not, will not do it. “Holiness-
to the Lord ” is our motto, and O may
it be our living experience also! Let
us exalt the standard and exhort the
people to rally around it:" Full salva-
tion alone can supply the wants of the
soul, and clothe the church with suffic-
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ient power to perform her work. Yet
- how few are clear in the blessing! O
for a waking up everywhere! Let our
preaching, praying, singing—let our
- class-meetings, prayer-meetings, pro-
tracted meetings, Quarterly meetings
and Camp-meetings, all conduce, not
only to awaken and convert sinners,
but to lead believers on to holiness.
And may the day be far distant when
it shall be said of a Free Methodist,
that he has no sympathy with this
great, distinguishing doctrine of real
Methodism-—salvaiion full and free!

Immorrariry.—The only infallible
way of immortalizing our characters, a
way equally open to the meanest and
most exalted fortune, is, “To make
Jour calling and election sure,” to gain
some sweet evidence that our names
are writlen in heaven. Then, however
they may be disregarded or forgotten
among men, they will not fail to be
had in everlasting remembrance before
the Lord. This is of all distinctions
far the noblest. _dmbition, be this thy
object, and every page of Scripture
will sanctify thy passion; even grace
. itself will fan thy flame. As to earth-
- ly memorials, yet a little while and

they are all obliterated. The tongue’

of those whose happiness we have zeal-
ously promoted, must soon be silent in
the coffin. Characters cut with a pen
-of iron, and committed to the- solid
rock, will, ere long cease to be legible.
But as many as are enrolled “in the
Lamb’s Book of Life,” He, himself,
declares, shall never be blotted out
from those annals of eternity. When
“a flight of years has mouldéred the
triumphal column into dust; when the
. brazen statue perishes under the corrod-
ing hand of time {¥Yhese hondrs still*con-
tinue, still are /blooming and. incor-
ruptible in the world of glory. = -

In thy fair ook of life divine, i
My God inscribe my name.—HERVEY.

person who does them. Equity judges
of persons by their works. -

*  WESLEYAN AGENCIES.
| LAY PREACHERS, LEADERS, FEMALES.

BY SYLVESTER NASH.

Ir a man is a real friend to any cause,
‘he rejoices in the prosperity of that
cause, and is willing not only to exert
himself for its advancement, but is
pleased when others do the same. He
never assumes an unfriendly attitude
towards those who are its real friends °
and doing much for its promation, be-
cause he happens to hear some one say,
that somebody has been a little un-
fortunate, or a little injudicious in the
means employed.. Heis ready to make
allowance for human weakness, because
he feels his own infirmities, and asks
the exercise of charity in his own be-
half. If he is only a friend by profes-
sion, he will be very likely to betray
the. fact by finding fault with other
persons, or other means than those
which he himself employs, and in the
end it will appear that what he does
-himself, is done through some unworthy
motive. If these premises are.correct, -
Mr. Wesley must have been. a real
friend to “Christianity in earnest.” In
his day, it was unpopular to preach-
salvation by faith, and especially so
when preached in the fields, and other

laces not consecrated by the Church.

n this he had to contend, sometimes
with the wviolence of mobs, and fre-
quently with that stupid prejudice, so
prevalent at that time. But other cir-
cumstances more fully prove his zeal
for God. Had he not been a real
friend to the cause, he never would
‘have employed lay preachers—men
unlearned, untaught in worldly wisdom
and knowing but little, excepting the
fundamental principles of salvation by .
faith ; and men so frequently liable to
severe criticism,as many-of them were,
“according to the opinion of the world.
Neither would he have been willing to

7 .| make these men his familiar friends,
Exvy judges of the works by the |

and share their reproach to his latest
day. We never see him censuring the
whole, because of some little impro-
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priety of conduct or expression on the
part of a few ; but we find him trying
patiently to correct and improve them;
alitl if they Were only instruments of
bringing souls to Christ, the great ob-
ject was gained, and their infirmities
borne with. i

A still more humble instrumentality
was employed in those persons called
leaders, who were not unfrequently
found to be zealous men of God, and

instruments of good. But what will

the reader say if Mr. Wesley be found
employing women as helpers in this
cause ? mﬁid he fear-that his work
would be taken out of his hands, by
- employing pious females to advance
the cause for which he had a real friend-
ship? Let us look into some of his
letters to this class of persons. In Vol.
vi, ﬁ7 19, of Wesley’s Works, he says
to Miss Furley: “You are sent to
Leeds chiefly for the sake of those that
enjoy, or thirst after perfect love. Re-
deem the time! - Go on in His name !
And let the world and the devil fall
under your feet!” Again, same page:
“As to the question you propose, if
the leader himself desires it, and the
class be not unwilling, in that case there
can be no objection to your meeting a
class, even of men. This is not proper-
ly assuming or exercising any authority
over them.” In this Jetter*he says of

Miss Ritchie: “She is a precious soul;’

her all the good you can, and -incite
her to exert all the talents which God
has given her.” Some five years later,
in a letter to the same person he says:
“But, pray, do not suffer poor Miss

Ritchie to work herself to death.  Let

~ her do all she can, and not more than
she can.” In Vol. vii, p. 26, we find

him charging Mrs. Crosby to “en- |

courage Richard Blackwell, and Mr.
Colly to speak plainly, and to press

believers to the constant pursuit, and.

earnest’expectation, of “ Christian per-
fection.” To Miss Pywell on p. 36,
he says: “ One -part of your work is
to stir up all who have believed, to go
on to perfection,” ete. “Speak to all
about you, and spare not.” To Miss
Jane Hilton, p: 46: “I apprehend you

should partieularly encourage the be-
lieversto give up all to God; and to
expect the power whereby they will be -
enabled to do so, every day, and every
moment. I hope none of your preach-
ers speak against this; but rather press
all the people forward.” To the same
on p. 44: “ And see that you labor so
much the more, to comfort the feeble
minded, to support the weak, and con-
firm the wavering, and recover them -
that are out of the way.”

On p. 46, he says of sister Crosby,
¢ She is useful wheresoever she goes;
particularly in exciting believers to ‘go
on to perfection.” On p. 52, to Mrs.
Elizabeth Bennis: ¢ Remember,.you
have a work to do in your Lord’s vine-
yard; and the more you help others,
the-more your own soul will prosper.”
Again p. 54: “Be not idle; neither
give way to-voluntary humility. You

- were not sent to Waterford for nothing;

but to strengthen the things that rer
main.” On p. 55: “Sister L., is al-
ready doing good in Clonmell.” Again:
“While you are thus feeding the lambs,
he will lead you into rich pastures.”
On p. 56: “ When you are at Water-
ford, see that you be not idle there.’
You should gather up and meet a band
immediately. If you would also mee$
a class or two, it would be so much the
better; you know the more labor the
more blessing.” Again: “ Your time
was well bestowed at Waterford ;
many, I doubt not, will remember it
with thankfulness.” P.57: “Be dili-
gent in helping others.” * Let not
your talent rust, but-seek to gain a
double interest. You work for a gen-
erous master.” “I am much pleased
that you visit so frequently. Continue -
to lead the simple, and God will give
you more-wisdom.” Some time after
this, he writes to the same, “I fear
you are too idle; this will certainly
bring condemnation. Up and -be do-
ing! Do not loiter. Bee that your
talent rust not; rather let it gain more;
and it will, if you use it.” See letters
409, 410, 411. On p. 118, he says to
Miss Botton: “ Warn every on¥, and
exhort every one, and especially those

o
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who groan after full salvation.” To
Miss Chapman, p. 255 : “ Cannot
Hannah Hall step over for two or
three days, and kindle a flame among
you?? To Miss Mary Stokes, p. 141 :
“In order to speak for God, you must
not confer with flesh and blood, or you
will never begin. You should vehem-
ently resist the reasoning devil, who
will never want arguments for your
silence.” ¢ Set aside all evil shame,
all modesty, falsely so called. Go
from house to house; deal faithfully
with them all; warn every one, éxhort
every one.” To Miss Bishop, p. 167:
“1 think it will not be best for you to
go out less than you ever did. Sup-
pose you have more faith and more
love, (as I would fain think you have)
you certainly ought to go eut more.
Otherwise, your faith will insensibly
die away.” To Miss H. A. Roe, p.
195: “I wish you could make such
little excursions oftener, as you always
find your labor is not in vain.” Miss
Bosanquet, Mrs. Mary Savage, and
many others, received similar encour-
agements and exhortations from Mr.
Wesley.

Perhaps the reader is ready to admit
the conclusion—if not, let him read his
whole correspondence with this class
of laborers. — NorTHERN CHRISTIAN
ADvoCATE, ;

In Liverpool nine were justified in
an hour. I spoke severally with those
who - believed they were sanctified.
They/ were fifty-one in all. In gne of
these the change -was wrought three
weeks after she was justified. In three,
seven days after it. In one, five days;
and in Susan Lutwich, aged fourteen
years, two days only.—WEsLEY.

TreEY Who give the first shock to a
State are usually the first overwhelmn-
ed in its ruin. The fruits of public
commotion are seldom enjoyed by him

- who was the first motor, who only

troubles the water for another’s net,
and beats the bush to help somebody
else to the hare.—MoONTAIGNE.

~me.”

SCRIPTURAL HOLINESS.
BY REV. JAMES MATHEWS.

My very soul is stirred within me
when I see men professing to believe
the truth, and love it, turn away when
it is pressed home to their hearts and
consciences and say, “ O well, I mean
to be a Bible Christian. I can read for
myself,and don’t believe in all this ado
about Holiness.”

Brother, turn to, Col. i, 28—and see
how Paul preached. ¢ Whom we
preach, warning every man, and teach-
ing every man in all wisdom, that we
may present every man perfect in
Christ Jesus ;7 and then seeif you can
ridicule those who have been laboring
and toiling, warning and teaching that
they may thus present you. :

My soul groans over the terrible
fact that there are thousands in the
churches of our land, who listen with
satisfaction to the faithful minister as
he opens the batteries of truth against
sinners, and warns them to flee from
the wrath to come, then rise and ex-
hort them to obey or they will be lost,
while they themselves are living in
neglect of the plain command of God—
“ Follow holiness, without which no
man shall see the Lord.”

O God pity them, and show them
their glaring inconsistency. -

Suffer a question, you that despise
the docfrine; and yet claim to be child-
ren of God.

Have you never felt when the truth
has flashed into your soul, that you
possibly were self-deceived? Think of
it brother, you profess to be a Christian,
to be following Jesus, but are you?
Not if you are not' following after
Holiness. You do not love God. If
you did you would keep his command-
ments. 3

Listen to this word of Jesus, “If
God were your Father, ye would love

Yet you profess to be a child of God,
while you hate Jesus—Zhis cannot be.
Whatever you might have been once,
your antagonism to koliness proves
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your * relationship now. -The Jews
claimed, as you do, to be children of
-God, yet hear the Master. “Ye are of
your father the Devil, and the works
of your father ye do.” W are provid-
ed with stones innumerable to fortify
our position; they lay in every part of
the word of God. Here is one, “ Ye
are my friends, if ye do Whatsoever I
command you.” - “Be ye therefore
perfect, as your Father which is in
heaven is perfect.” If ye are not obey-
ing the commands of Jesus, then ye
are not his friends, neither is the love
of the Father in you. = If ye loved God,
ye would embrace Jesus, and joy to do
- his wills :

‘We anticipate a question here. “Do
you say that we have no religion- be-
cause we do not see just as yqu do?”

We say nothing of the kind; but this
we do say, that every child off God
loves and welcomes the trutl, the
whole truth, and nothing but the/truth.
He has taken Jesus to be his leader,
and he follows his Spirit, the Spirit
leads hlmh to the commands
promises, the light shines revealing
him his heart, llt%re sees his native de-
pravity, feels his need of being cleans-
ed, does not turn away from the light,
but rejeices in it, and stretches after
the fulfilment of the promises in his
own experience. We say again, no
man can walk in the Tight for years,
(as some profess) without being con-
victed for entire holiness.

Yet many old professors fight it.
Why? When conviction came instead

. of going to Jesus at once, they suffered
the Deyvil to cheat them by listening-to
his ¢ growing up into i¢” theory, until
the light within them became darkness.

- To-day they are backslidden in heart,
sinners in Zion, yet -blindly profess to
be children of God.

If this be your case, dear reader, I
pray you stop, consider, it is better to
_be undeceived now, than at the judg-
ment; it would be awful to hear in that
day, “I never knew you.” “ZFriend
how camest thou-in hither, not having
a wedding garment.”

A truly justified soul, no matter how |

feeble he is, is able to receive the doc-
trine of entire holiness—it does not
stagger him, as some would have us
believe, :

The truth they have received has
made them free from their sins, and
they believe that he who has power to
forgive sins, can cleanse from all un-
righteousness. i

Many say we shall kill the young
converts by giving them such strong
-meat. Strong meat! why it is but the
sincere milk of the word, unmixed with
water of carnal prudence, or chalk of
fearfulness.

‘We have seen converts fed with pre-
pared milk weakened to their capacity,
and what became of them? the greater

“portion died, Those who live, are noth-

ing but skin and bone, gaunt skeletons,
stalking about in Zion ; speak to them,
and their hollow voices startle you, as
they say they hope they are in the way -
20 heaven. g

How are they, who have fed on the
pure milk? Why they have grown
up like calves of the stall, and are now
vigorous men with strong bone and
muscle, and a stout arm to wield the
sword of the Spirit. - They are on the
walls of Zion giving the trumpet. “ a
certain sound.” .

Every such one has hungered and

“thirsted after God, believed that the

Divine will was his sanctification,sought
it definitely, obtained it, and is now
witnessing it to the dismay and dis-
comfiture of the formalists, who, think-
ing ‘it reflects on them, get offended,
and rail at such “ fanaticism and false
doctrine,”—but Jesus triumphs, souls
get sanctified, the tide rolls on, and the
end is Glory to God in the Highest!

Scriptural holiness without which no
man shall see the Lord, must be sought
in the scriptural- way—definitely. .

The man that says he believes in
holiness but makes no effort to obtain
it, talks about wanting all that God has
for him, but when invited to seek
it now, says he will never go forward,
and seek it thus, is. one whe has never
been converted, or-a backslider, or a
hypocrite.
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“Examine yourselves ‘whether ye

be in the faith, prove your own selves.” |

If you have despised the call unto holi-
ness, beware “he that despiseth, des-
pisethnot man, but God.”

Welcome the light, and God give
you repentance unto the acknowledging
of the truth.—AMEN.

Trurs.—Think you that truth, when
she makes her a?earance in the world,

is welcomed only with garlands of

flowers? Or,is it not rather true that
those righteous men, who confessed
themselves the servants of truth, and

who fearlessly testified for her in their-

life, have much more frequently re-
ceived the crown of thorns to wear
than a garland of flowers? There even
accurs a passage in the writings of that
. prince among the wise men of old,
Plato, which one may regard as an in-
voluntary prophecy concerning our
King of righteousness and truth.
says: “I.am of opinion, that the truly
righteous man, if he were to appear in
the world, would be scourged, would be
thrown into fetters, would be hanged.”
—THoLUCE. S 3

. TrounLes.—All birds when they are
first caught and put into the cage, fly
wildly up and down, and beat them-
selves against their prison; but within
two or three days sit quietly upon
their perch, and sing their usual melody.
So it fares with. us, when God first
brings us into strait; we wildly flutter
up and -down, and beat and tire our-
selves with striving to get free; but at
length custom and experience will
make our narrow confinement spacious
enough for us, and though our feet
_ should be in the stocks, yet shall we
with the apostles be able even’there to
sing praises to our God.—HoPxins.

“Taxe my heart, Lord, for I cannot
give it to thee. Keep it, for I cannot
keep it for thee.”—Sr. AveusTINE. -

ALy are not saints who go to church.
4 2

1

T

He

SLAVERY.

BY THE EDITOR.

Our country is in peril. - Several
States have already declared themselves
out of the Union. Others are sure to
follow. Civil war is upon us. Noth-
ing but the special interposition of God ~
can prevent it. How long it will last
or what the end will be, is kn only
to Him who knoweth all things. Divi-
ded as the North and the South are, all
are agreed that the slavery question
lies at the bottom of all the difficulties
between the two sections. On the:one
hand, it is maintained that the agitation
of the subject by the pulpit and the
press, is the cause of the troubles; and
on the other that the encroachments of:
the slave power have produced the dis--
ruption. The issue is upon us. Every
citizen of the United - States, either in;
person or by proxy, with his money
or his influence must take action.
There can be no neutrality.

As Christians we should seriously
inquire what is our duty in the present
crisis. 'We should not take counsel of
our fears or our temporal interests.
No threatened dangers to our persons
or our property, should deter us from
doing our duty. We should ask in
sineerity, and with a fixed determina- -
tion to obey, whatever the response

-may be, “Lord what wilt Zkou have

me to do.” :
In determining our duty the ﬁQJ
question to be settled, relates to the:

-morality of the institution of slavery.

Is slavery right?, Let us ecandidly,
and as far as may be, without prejudice,
examine this question. What we mean
by slavery is, the institution as it exists
in the Southern States. The laws of
South Carolina say, “Slaves shall be
deemed, held, taken, reputed, and ad-
judged in law, to be CHATTELS PERSONAL
in the hands of their owners and pos-
sessors, and their executors, adminis-
trators, and assigns, to all intents, con-
structions, and purposes whatsoever.”
According to the laws of Louisiana,
¢ A slave is one who is IN THE: POWER

*

(&

%
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of the master to whom he belongs.
The master may sell him, dispose of
his person, his industry, and his labor;
he can do nothing, possess nothing, nor
acquire anything but what must belong
to his master.” “The slave is ENTIRE-
LY SUBJECT 0 the will of his master.”
. Blavery is not merely the legal right
of one person to the labor ef another,
withoutihis consent. The father has
the righ®™o the labor of his child, with-
out his consent, but this does not
render child¥en slaves. The husband
and the wife, have the right to each
others servioe, but it does not therefore
- follow that they are in a state of slave-
ry. A slave has no rights. An injury
done to him can be prosecuted, only in
the same manner as an injury done to
a beast.
the improvement of his niind, the pos-
session of property, or the enjoyment
“of a family with its attendant duties,
and he may still be a servant, but he

is no longer a slave. He is taken from-

the list of chattels.

With this definition of slavery be-
fore us we inquire.

1. Is'1r SANCTIONED BY THE BiBLE ?
It is'assumed by some' that the “ser-
vants ? and “ bondmen ” of the Old
. Testament were slaves. But were
they ? Abraham, had three hundred
and eighteen “ servants > * but that
their service was vohmtary is evident
from the fact that, there was nothing to
prevent their lea.ving’him whenever they
saw proper.  Abraham was an inde-
pendent’ chief. - From thetime he left
his~ father’s' house, he led a' wandering

life, and  eould mot claim the protection |-

of any country. There was no power
toswhich he could appeal, to return his
servants if they chose to leave him.
Their.stay with him was purely volun-
tary, therefore they could mnot have
been slaves. Their: relation to each
other, appears to have been not unlike
that which existed in’ olden times, be-
tween Scottish chiefs and their retain-
ers,or that which at present subsists
between the Arabs of the desert, his

oo uv:\g\x

Secure to him the right to-

| descendants in the line of Ishmael,and
their sheiks. This is very unlike that

which is established by law between
the South Carolina :planter;, and his
slaves.

The Israelites were « servants and
“bondmen” in Egypt.* They were
sorely oppressed. They ref“made
to serve with rigour,” their lives
were “bitter with hard bondage.” But
were they sLAVEs? Were they “ chat-
tels ” “entirely. subject to the w111 of
their masters ?”

It is evident they were not. For,
First—} Their family relations were not
interfered with. They were not bough$
and sold. Second—They possessed

property in their own right. They
had || « ﬂocks and herds, even very
much cattle.” Third—a.They had an
organized goverment—oﬂicers of -their
own—* princes of the tribes of their
fathers, heads of thousands in Israel.”
Can these three things be affirmed of
the slaves of the Cotton States? Nof
one of them ! .

Agam The TIsraelites were b “ ser-
vants” and “bondmen” to the Assyri-
ans. But they had their ¢ families—
their subordinate government,and their
personal property

Slaves do not possess families, and
property, and a government. -

But “bondmen” and “servants”
in'Old Testament times had all these.

Therefore “bondmen” and * ser-
vants ” were not necessarily slaves.

The Hebrew term “ebed” which
our translators have rendered “bond-
man,” is applied in the Old Testament,

1. To common soldiers, who are
styled « servants” of their general or
prmce L. Sam. ii: 12, 18,15, 30, 31 ;

¢ 22 viii: 7.

2 To the ministers and court officers
of a King, Gen.xl: 20; Ex.v: 21;
I. Sam. xvi: 17; Ile 8.

3. To the devout worshlppersof God.
Abraham is called God’s: “ servant.”
Ps. cv: 6. So is Moses, Ex. xiv: 31,

“* Deut. v: 15 Deut. xv: 15. +Ex.4:18,14.°
% Ex. vi: 14—25. Numb. Chap. i. | Ex.xii: 88.
a Numb. i: 18 vii: 2. b Ezra.ix: 9, IL Chron.
xxxvi: 20, o¢Jer xxix: §—T7.
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and Job i: 8; and generally those emi-
nent for piety. -In all these places the
same term is used that is translated
“ bondman,” and. which is supposed to
uphold slavery. Were David’s soldiers
slaves? Did Abraham, Moses and
Job, render to God an tnvoluntary,
FORCED service? . We see then that the
"~ word! “bondman” or “servant,” as
used in the Old Testament is not syn-
onymous with slave. _

But ‘was not slavery instituted or at
least recognized, by the law of Moses?

As we have seen there is nothing in.

the meaning of the term assumed to be
synonymous with *slave” to warrant
this idea. That a system of “service”
or_labor was 'established we readily
admit. Let us nowlook at the regula-
tions of this system, and the circum-
stances connected with it, and see if
this system was one of slavery,

1. The servants were of the same
race with the masters. . In many eases
they were of the same nation, citizens
of the same commonwealth. . “If thou
BUY an HEBREW sErvanTt,” Ex, xxi: 2.
“ And if tHY BROTHER, that dwelleth
by thee, BE WAXEN PoOR, and BE soLD
unto thee.” Lev. xxv: 39. Nor does
it appear that they lost their citizen-

ship by being “servants.” If then the

Maosaic law sanction slavery, it proves
that it is right not merely to enslave a
weaker, darker colored race, but to
make slaves of ourselves, of vou and
ME, if we should be reduced to want
by sickness or misfortune.

2. Lhere was a jfized lLimit to the
duration of  the service. If any one
remained a servant beyond the pres-
cribed limit, it was by his own: choice.
In the case.of the Hebrew servant the
term  of - service was limited. to six
years. ¥  “If thou buy an Hebrew
servant, six years he shall serve; and
in the sgzenth he shall go out free, for
nothing. v

All other servants were to be eman-
cipated every fiftieth year.t “And
, ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and

“jubilee.

PROCLAIM LIBEETY throughout all the

“land, unto ALL THE INHABITANTS there:

of.” Josephus says, ¥ ¢ And that fiftieth
year is called by the Hebrews the
Jubilee, wherein debtors are freed
from their debts, and slaves (or, * ser-
vants” as it should be translated,) are
set at liberty” Hence when it is said
of the ¢ heathen,” and of * the children
of the stranger,” that t  they shall
be your bondmen forever,” the mean-
ing is that your supply of “servants”
Sor all coming time, *forever” shall
be mainly from these sources, and no$
that any individual servant should re-
main in service beyond the year of

- 3. Servants could escape whenever
they saw proper. y

The Mosaic fugitive slave law dif-
fered very widely from the one which
has caused so much commotion in this
country. It afforded protection to the
fugitive, but no assistance or compen-
sation to the master. ‘It gave great
ericouragement toservants to run away.
It reads as follows: ] “ Thou shali not
deliver unto his master the servant which
is escaped from his master unto thee:
He shall dwell with thee, even among
you in that place which he shall choose
in one.of thy gates where it liketh him
best : thou shalt not oppress him.” These
provisions are general.  There is noth-
ing to indicate that they were not in-
tended to apply to the “servants” held
among them, If so, the service-was
purely voluntary In its continuancex
Let the Southern /states enact that
slaves may = escape: whenever they
choose, and be protected, and the ex-
citement in the North about slavery
would soon subside.

But, suppose (though there is no
ground for the supposition,) it applied
to the servants held by the citizens of
surroundinig nations. There can be no
doubt but that they would pass similar
laws.  The law of retaliation | would
govern in such cases.. While Canada
harbors fugitives from Carolina, Car-

*Ex. xxi; 2. Deut. xv: 12. Jer. xxxiv: 14
t Lev. xxv; 10,

' Ant. Book TEL Chap. xii: Bec. 3. +Lev. xxv: 46,
$Deu : 15,16,
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elina will not return fugitives to Can-

ada. If the Israelites encouraged ser- |

vants to flee to them from' contiguous
nations, those nations would afford an
asylum for all the servants that might
flee to them from Jewishmasters. The
land- of Canaan possessed but 17,600
square miles. New York is nearly
three times as large. South Carolina
covers 28,385 square miles. There
were no lofty mountains, nor impassa-
ble rivers or deserts, that separated the
Israclites from their neighbors. They
had no standing army, no. vigilant
police, no trained blood-hounds to put
upon the track of the panting fugitive,
and send him back to bondage.. Two
days moderate travel would place the
servant, living most remote from the
border, beyond the reach of his mas-
ter. How long would slavery exist
at the South under such circimstances?

Such was the Mosaic system of ser-
vitude. ' It was mild in its provisions,
and the service it allowed was in real-
ity voluntary in its continuance. It
no ‘more sustains slavery—a system
which makes * chattels ” of human be-
ings—than_ the laws of New' York,
which give to the father the right to

. the service of his son or his appren-

tice till he is twenty-one years of age,
ua.nlc‘sl?'eon slavery.

apologists for slavery make but
a feeble claim to its supp(e):-ty from the
New Testament. The whole spirit of
the Gospel is so contrary to the sys-
tem, that any particular passages sup-
ppsed to lend it countenance would
need to be very plain and explicit. The
injunction to “servants to obey their
masters” is equally applicable to those
who serve for a day or week, as to
those who serve for life. And even
suppose slaves to ‘be intended, the ex-
hortation to them to be “ faithful in all
their duties, and to exhibit a Christian
temper on all occasions; could not,
with any fairness,; be constructed into
a support of the system. Gambling
is wrong, but that does not make it
right to rob the gambler. Selling
liquors for a beverage is wrong; but

_he cannot therefore be a good 3jst-

‘in relativn to slavery.

tian who would pilfer from-the rum- -

sellers till.

No man could, at the South, with
safety to his head, quote Paul’s lan-
guage: *“ Art thou called being a ser-
vant? Care not for it; but if thou
mayest be made free, use it rather.
For he that is called in the Lord, being
a servant, is the Lord’s freeman ; like-
wise also he that is called, being free,
is Christ’s servant. Y= ARE BoUGHT
WITH A PRICE, BE NOT YE THE SERVANTS
or mMEN.” That is, do your duty while
in bondage, but obtain your freedom
if you can.

But did not Paul send back a fugitive?
Yes, but not a fugitive slave. Ones-
imus, thinking that his older brother,
and guardian, did not treat him well,
ran away and went to Rome. Here
he heard Paul preach, became convert-
ed, and served the apostle as his aman-
uensis. The apostlé sent him back,
and wrote to Philemon to receive him,
t “Not now as a servant, but above a
servant, a brother beloved, especially
to me, but how much more unto thes,
BOTH IN THE FLESH AND IN THE LoRD.
If thou count me therefore a partner,
receive him as myself.” = It shows how
little sanction the New Testament gives
to slavery, when so much dependence
is placed upon a passage that evidently
has no relation to slavery. -

But it is argued that the New Testa- -

ment does not prohibit slavery, there-
fore it sanctions it. With the same
propriety its support might be elaimed

in behalf of pugilism, gambling, duel-

ing, the Olympic games, and civil tyr-
any. It was in the re%‘n of Nero,
Paul wrote “ Honor the King.”
. But the New Testament is not silent
It prohibits it
in its elements, and in its combination
—in its spirit and in its practice. It
classes “ men-stealers” with gmur-
derers of fathers, and murderers of
mothers.”

It says unto masters, “ Give unto
your servants that swhich is just and
equal,” (that is freedom,) “knowing

* 1. Cor., vii, 21—93. +Philemon 16, 17.
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that ye also have a master in heaven.”
There is scarcely a duty it enjoins, or
a virtue it inculcates, that is not incon-
sistent with a state of slavery.
2. Is slavery sanctioned by the prov-
idence of God?
' Individuals are rewarded and pun-
ished in another world. Butstates, as
. such, have no existence beyond the
grave. Their reward for national vir-
tues is seen in their prosperity, their
punishment in their calamities. If
slavery is right, slave states ought,
other things being equal, to prosper as
" much at least as free states. Let us
look at the census of the United States
for 1850, and contrast the material
prosperity of some of the slave and

free states. From this we learn that’

the inhabitants of Virginia, with a ter-
ritory of 61,352 square miles, possess-
ed of great. natural advantages, and
one of the oldest states in the Union,
owned property in real and personal
estate, (including slaves,) to the amount
of $391,646,438. While the people of
New York, with a territory of 47,000
square miles, hold property to the
value of $1,080,309,216. The value
of the real and personal property of
Louisiana, with a territory of 41,255
square miles, was $233,998,764 ; while
-Massachusetts, covering only 7,800

square miles of granite, had property .

to the value of $573,342,286. And
so on through the list. The annual
products of the manufactures, mines
and mechanic arts of the free states
was $845,430,428; while that of the
Slave States was only $167,906,035.

Do not these figures show that the
God of nature is opposed to slavery ?
Not a State yet has ever tolerated do-

mestic slavery but that she has been,

wrecked, corrupted, and finally ruined
by it. Patriotism then, no less than

Christianity, requires that we should |-po

use every influence in our power, to
prevent the spread and the perpetuation
of slavery. = This should -be done al-
ways in a Christian spirit and in a le-
gitimate way. In these days of panic,
and alarm, and mammon-worship, the
greatest danger lies in our consenting

to unholy compromises, and not listen-
ing to the voice of conscience and of
God.

REMEMBER THEM THAT ARE IN BONDS
AS BOUND WITH THEM.

THE- OBJECT OF LIFE.

" BY MANLY S. HARD.

Many are the instances, where men
live, act and die, and are never heard
of more. No object of interest, nor
act of commendable importance, has
been associated with their existence;

and their pnames are left to slumber -

with their mouldering bodies, unmen-
tioned and unknown. Life, with them
has too truly proved a failure, they
never having had a just conviction of
the object of life. No thought of what
humanity onee was and now is, and of
the striking contrast presented ; nor of
the blessedness which might" attend
efforts, put forth by them, to raise
humanity from the ruins of the fall,
has ever flashed with any clear dis-
tinetness, upon their darkened minds;
and wanting the energy or inclina-

‘tion to ascertain their duty to man-

kind, they tamely submit to (foat
down the stream of life, with no object
in view, no end to serve, no good to
accomplish.  Present gratification is
their highest ambition—sensual indul-

ence is all they hope for in the future.

o labor for the renovation of earth,
the bringing back of a lost world to
God, and the colonizing of the happy
immortal shores with deathless spirits,
has never so much as occured to them;
and they walk over this beautiful earth,
which came from the hand of Deity,
robed in such spotless glory, withous
ever stopping to consider that Omni-
tence was its Author, and that un-
feigned love, eternal reverence, and un-
ceasing gratitude, would he the smallest
returns possible, for such matchless
condescension. Earth and its surround-
ings, seem just to fill some minds, and
leave no room for thoughts of a
higher order, and reflections of nobler
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origin. < Yet, however little the object
of ‘life is realised by some—though
many have ne clear conception  of
what is implied in living, yet it is a

sober fact that we live, and shouid live .

to purpose. Life is a great reality.
Here is a momentous verity. The past
is forever flown. Its squandered hours,
its misspent moments, its unimproved
opportunities for doing'good, are gone.
No regrets for misspent hours can now
avail ; no promises of future faithful-
ness will retrieve time, which is irrev-
ocably fled. The future is, hid in the
‘misty shades’ of uncertainty, but may
be made to a great extent, as we choose
to have it. “Life is what we make it,”
is an old adage, yet full of meaning
‘and truth. Every association, whether

" good or otherwise, is one link in the

great chain of ‘life. “What infinite im-

.- portance may be attached to the actions

of a single houry in it are the elements,
which may go to make up a life of
happiness, usefulness and virtue, or
may result in the blighting of youthful
hopes, the crushing of ardent anticipa-
tions, or the blasting of all that*was
once bright and promising. Hence
what a'sacred “thing is an' hour of hu-
man life, containing as it does, the
essence of all other life.

" The object of life is not comprised
in satisfying the unhallowed desires of
an unrenewed nature; a higher life de-

- mands the attention of the inhabitants

of earth, and a nobler state of being
lays claim to their undivided affection.
This life must be wrought out in the
fight of three worlds. Heaven, Earth
and Hell, wait in breathless silence to
hear the issue. This mortal existence
is but the vestibule of a living temple.
in the unending future, whose dimen-
sions are infinite. It is the incipient
march on a jouFney that shall never
terminate—the first faint sowings for a
harvest that shall fill the garners of

- eternity. The object of life is com-

prised, in determining the character of

‘that “ future ‘existence.” Two worlds

loom up'in the future, whose diversity,

" .in every' respect, could not be more
) "Igi?'oxie is the centreofiall |

sinj the other of all holiness. The one
is* inhabited by’ devils, whose highest

/joy is to inflict upon their unfortunate

victims throughout the ceaseless ages.of
the future, the untold miseries of the
world of woe. The otheris inhabited
by ‘angels and' the redeemed; ‘who,
throughout the mever ending ages‘of ~
the future, shall walk  those “heavenly
streets, bearing conquering palms, and

i sweeping ‘golden lyres, whose heaven-

born music shall roll over the battle-
ments of glory, and thrill the ravished
millions with celestial strains.  Viewed
in the light of these tremendous reali-
ties, life is something more than an
idle dream or the mere pleasure-ground
for the devotees of hilarity to revel the
precious hours ‘away. Divested thus
of its fanciful character, it assumes that
of real solidity and worth. When once
deeply impressed with the view of pro-
bation, a'man is ready to give upithe
tops and toys of a childhood existence,
and embark-in a life-long enterprise of
truth and usefulness. ﬁat enterprise
now begins to Zell in the seale of hu-
manity and God. The gauze and tin-
selry have been brushed away, only to
reveal the sober and substantial ele-
ments of practical efficiency. = The
scales have fallen from his half-blinded
eyes, and the true secret of living to
some purpose has been discovered.
With a clearer vision, a firmer heart,
and a quicker pace, he now sets ‘about
his earnest mission, and a halo of light
marks his ever upward flight.  He has
found thé key that unlocks many of
life’s ‘mysteries, and a cordial that re-
lieves many of its woes.  Thrice’ hap-
Py he, who has cast his eyes over life’s
broad mission-field, and has gone forth
with dauntless courage to brave the
dangers of the actual conflict. Such a
man is an honor to God, and to the
race be represents. “He lives to be
happy, lives to be useful, and lives- 7o
live forevermore. £
Lmwa, N. Y., Jan. 1861.

Cover wisdom with rags 'and no one
will indorse her. ¢

\
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PRIDE OF CHARACTER.
BY MRS. M.'F. KENDALL.

:-Ir-is natural for us to desire a good
reputation among men. It is right we
should have it, if we can without vio-
lating the rights of others, and the law
of God. But when we seek a good
name for the praise it will bring, or
the temporal benefits which may ac-

_«crue to us therefrom, we do it at the
-risk of injury to those around us, and
_in direct violation of God’s word.

Pride is a subtle sin; it wears a
pleasing exterior, and is so interwoven
into every part of our nature, that it

is not easy to detect its lurking places.
Most subtle of all its forms is, pride
of character. It is common to the
church as to the world. So general
has it become, that it is no longer re-
garded as an evil, but rather courted
than rebulked, and applauded than con-
demned. Go where you will, you feel
its terrible power; and until you con-
tend against it, you cannot kuoow its
strength.

We suffer from it as individual
Christians. It hinders, or kills our
growth, and of necessity our enjoy-
ment. To live, we must grow—to be
happy, we must be right. And we
cannot do either, unless we obey God,
and love our neighbor as ourselves.
We.do not obey the command to love
God with all the heart, while we seek
a good name for self—and we cannot
love our neighbor as we ought, un-
til we care more for his soul, than the

- -name he bears among men. We may
be very well satisfied as Christians ¢n
name, and feel quite happy, while our
duties and crosses are acknowledged as
orthodox and consistent by our breth-
ren. But if .in pressing after all there
is for-us in Christ, resolved to be so
erucified to the world, that God ean

. glorify himself in us, and by us as he
would ; we find crosses to be borne
that our friends cannot understand,

then sve begin to learn whether our re-

joicing has been in ourselves or in
another. = Whether we prize most the

praise of God, or of our friends. If we

"| pause here to keep peace with those

we love, our progress is arrested. We
can never go one step further in holi-
ness till we consent to take the cross,
and part with our good name. We
have long held, it may be, a high rep-
utation for piety, and usefulness, and
to now do what others will consider,
so far as God suoffers them to see, de-
rogatory to the influence we have held,
is to part with their good opinion—to
sacrifice what is dearer than Iife. Yet
it must be done, if we go forward.
How else are we to learn to lean on
God alone ; and how else to become so
individualized, that God can complete
in us the great work of redemption.
Many Christians have fallen here ; they
loved the praise of men more than the
praise of God. They dare not go be-
yond the traditions of the fathers.
Alshough they felt there was more in
the gospel than they had been encour-
aged to expect they might experience,

‘they drew back, for fear of the conse-

quences to their name among men.
How many who read these pages are
seeing crosses they dare not take up,
lest their friends count them as fools and
mad. God has been holding them to
certain duties, which they know if they
perform, will bring down upon them
bitter denunciations. They can never
get a step further towards heaven till
these duties are performed. All the
enjoyment they have had since they
first saw these crosses, has been a “ de-
sire to do better,” perhaps a weak res-
olution that God has encouraged by
the comforts of the Holy Spirit.
What are such going to do? Live on
in this way till Gods ends their day of
probation, and they wake up to find
they sold all heaven for the smile of
friends? God pity us! Most of those
who are complaining that they have
“no power,” many of them too profes-
sing holiness, (?) are, and have long
been, parleying over some cross that
God has broug%t them up to, which if
taken; will injure the reputation they
have had. The short of it is, they can
not; bear to be singular—to be looked




60

THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN,

down upon. Isitso? Does the loss
of our reputation trouble us more than
the thought that-we are idlers in the
vineyard? That men are going to
hell, while we are asleep, or turning
over and over in our minds some little
eross, that we ought to cheerfully take
and glory in bearing! Did not the
aster say, “Ye shall be hated of all
men for my sake?” And yet we hope
to be able to avoid this? We have
for years been regarded as “consis-
tent” and “prudent” in -all *things.

_Let us become roused to greater activ-

"

ity by clearer views of truth, and most
‘will become alarmed at our extrav-
nce, and warn us not to “go too
far!” Does their opinion influence us
more than the fact that we have done
and felt so little before? Some of us
in following Jesus, have so roused the
enmity of those who are rebuked by
our example, that they have made us
subjects of the -vilest slander. Our
names are literally cast out as evil.
Do we rejoice when they say all man-
ner of evil against us, falsely, or do
we say, “No, I cannot endure to have
my character attacked, if I must suffer
this I cannot go any further?” What!
turn back and make your bed in hell
with these very ereatures ! How blind
we are when we think if we escape the
ersecution, that the Worst is over.
hat is not the end! There are not a
few who if they walk in the path Jesus
has marked out for them, will suffer
the loss of all things. They have
loved and possessed the good things of
this life, but if they walk in the narrow
way, they must have less. Ah! how

every fibre of their nature shrinks, not_
- only from becoming poor, but from

even being identified with Lazarus!
‘Whoever has had this deep-struck root
of bitterness torn from his heart; knows
how deep it penetrates the soil of fall-
en nature. %Vho, of all that have so
often said, “I will follow Jesus if I go
alone,” will cling to him as he is borne
into the hall of judgment—in his hour
of agony over a lost world, while he
sweats blood from. every pore—and

" when raised on the cross in dying

its spotlessness.

agony, the multitude murmur, “eru-
cify him !” ZLord, is 3¢ I?

As this pride of character affects us
individually, so it does collectively. ¢
hinders our prosperity as churches.
The church was instituted as an instru-
mentality to save men. Itshonor.was
not to be in proportion to its numbers,
wealth or influence. It was a school
in which to train men for their calling
—a work-shop, where all should be in-
structed how best to do the work God
assigned them. Its greatest glory is
Just so far as this
character is lost sight of in perpetua-
ting the church, we pervert the design
of the great master-builder. Are we
more anxious to have a multitnde en-

rolled on our registers, than to have

them truly saved? We pervert God’s
order, and plant the seeds -of decay
right here. Are we. more anxious to

‘have rick men saved than the poor?

Again we are wrong, we rob ourselves.
Money does not enrich Christ’s church.
Her riches are above gold. She pros-
pers most when rich in faith and good
works. Rich men are oftener a curse
than a blessing. They hire the prophet
to prophesy smooth things!

'Xgain, do we seek for influence by .
making our temples of worship impres-
sive in style, and finish, able to com-
pete with otker churches? Do we cares
more for the rank we shall hold in the
list of churches, than the souls thas
should be saved at our altars? We
have forgotten that Christ' came to
preach the gospel to the poor. That
our influence is really greater, when
We possess a power to reach any class
of sinners, the vilest of the vile, and

-transform them into pure- and holy

characters. And what do we seek for
in those who minister to us in holy
things? As a church do we regard the

I grade of our pulpit talent, more than

its efficiency—its success in saving
souls and building up believers? Is it
not too true that we value our pastor
in proportion as he gives us importance
in the eyes of the world ? “If he prove
to be one of God’s chosen warriors,
true to his divine ¢ommission, are we
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not soon filled with fears as to the con-
sequences of Breaching such unpopular
_doctrines? Do we not say, “if we
receive such teachings, most of us will
have to confess to the world that we
are not children of God. Will it do
to thus lower our character? /¢ would
rutn us as a church!” We close our
eyes' to the light, and drive the Holy
Spirit from our midst. To save our
good name, we call the man of God an
enthusiast, and charge him with preach-
« ing heresy and setting up a false stand-
ard. If some receive the truth and
are saved, we fear their zeal will carry
them beyond the bounds of propriety,
and we try to cool their ardor. Look-
ing at their exercises, and the manner
in which God chooses to.rebuke mere
formalism, we-do not notice that in the
midst of what we term disorder, God
works most powerfully on the hearts
of the people. We are tenacious of
our - Christian - character, and cannot
bear to have our dignity lowered. All
efforts to bring us to the cress, we re-
gard as labor to “tear the church in
pieces.” What is realized as the effect
of resisting the truth and the Holy
Ghost, we attribute to erroneous doc-
trine and false professions of holiness.
And so far as our influence goes, we
hedge up, instead of prepare the way
of the Lord. ‘We make the church,
which God intended to be a church for
his truth and his Spirit to flow through
to unbelievers, the instrument of turn-
ing it aside. . All to preserve a good
name! Never ean a church as a whole
possess power to hold conviction on
sinners’ hearts, and to. save them, till
she has removed every barrier, by
" confession and restitution, and humbled
herself before God as a devout seeker
for all she holds possible to obtain and
enjoy. When both minister and mem-
bers will come to God’s standard of re-
ligion, and throw aside men’s opinions
- of- that standard, the Holy Ghost de-.
-scends, with an influence upon church
and congregation, that is mighty to
convict, and terrible to strike awe into
" ‘the sinner’s heart. ;
1t destroy’ our power to confound in-

' fidelity—our power to make men be-

leve that the gospel does just what the
bible says it can do. If they see in us
a greater desire to preserve our relig-
ious caste, than to save and elevate the
vile, how can they believe the gospel
has the power we say it has? It is
right for men to look for Bible truths
to be demonstrated. It is not enough
for us to say they are susceptible of
demonstration. - Infidels can meet ar-
gument with argument, but when we
talk to them of what we have ezperi-
enced of the transforming power  of

grace, they are confounded. When —

they see a man whom they have known
to be proud, arrogant, and deeply de-
praved, so changed that he can kneel
at the same altar with the child, the
beggar, and the slave, and call them
brother, they begin to tremble under
that truth of God,. “except ye receive
the kingdom of heaven as a little child,
Ye can in no case enter therein.” Do
they know some of their associates,
who were degraded in morals, igno-
rant and profane, suddenly transform-
ed into patterns of morality—their la-
tent powers of mind developed by an
invisible influence—their mouths filled
with praise, instead of cursing, and
their .words possessing a power to
draw, melt and move the multitude—
are they not convinced that there is a
Holy Ghost—that the religion of the
Bible is a reality? Do they not re-
member and believe, that the Word
says, “ God “hath choosen the foolish
things of the world to -confeund the
wise.” “Yea, and things which are
not, to bring to nought things that are.”
Yes, say they, these are living witnesses
of the truth. *They are convinced,
whether they will yield to their convic-
tions or no. A

But let skeptics see us like self-
righteous Pharisees, making a.mere
show of our religion, passing by the
poor and disreputable as not worth
saving, to court the favor of the rich
and noble ; can -they think us honest

‘when we say we believe the Bible?

Can they forget that we say we are
disciples of the Master who “made
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himself of no reputation?”  They
must believe we'are‘either deluded, or
“dishonest.
‘When will professed Christians learn
- that our power to move men to repen-
tance, does not consist in' the reputa-
tion we have among men, as influential,
or zealous, or learned. 'Buf in being
so fully crucified to the love of honor,
that we refuse to receive it one of
another. In being so penetrated with
. a sense of eternal things, and the value
of immortal souls, that we dare rely
upon nothing so much; as the direct
agency of the Holy Ghost! -Refine-
ment is good, wealth is good, learning
is good, but none of them alone, have
any power to alarm a guilty conscience
“and make it dread the wrath of an of-
fended God! So long as we have a

name tosave among our brethren even,

‘we are not fully passive in God’s hands,
‘as his chosen instrumentalities; if any
good - is done by us, we want some of
the glory, and God cannot trust us
with the blessings we ask for, because

‘we consume them upon our lusts.:

When, as individuals, we become so
_ united to God, that we will obey him
at-the sacrifice of the approval of every
friend we have—as a people, cease to
regard ourselves in proportion to the
“esteem in- which we are held by those
without—and togetlfer Iearn, that the
secret of our spiritual power is purity
* of heart, and a dependence on the Holy

- ‘Ghost, then shall we see God glorified
in believers,and in his church asin days
of old, and we become an invincible
“host, i el

« Mighty our envious foes to move,
A proverb of reproach and love.”

Lire axp Dears.—Our life is a con-
-tinual journey towards the grave, short-
er or longer as God pleaseth; and many
times when we think ourselves far from
it, we may be just upon it.—TILLOTSON.

As it sometimes rains when the sun
shines, so there may be joy in a saint’s
“heart when there are tears in his
eyes. - :

PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY.

BY REV. STEPHEN PORTER.

‘WaAr a contrast in the zeal and suc-
cess of the primitive, when compared
with the. Protestant Church, during an
equal period of thelast three hundred
years! ‘With vastly superior advantages

+in wealth ‘and learning, and the use of

the press, with:steam power ‘to ' multi-
ply Bibles and tracts, and scatter broad-
cast the leaves of truth which are for
the healing of the nations. -Alas ! how
slow our progress in reaping the %
harvest of the world for Christ! Even
in Christendom 'the masses. are not
converted, and the millions are perish-
ing. And while six' hundred millions-
in heathendom, sinking in the flames of
perdition, are pouring their death-wail
into the ears of the church, and calling
for help, how few of her members are
giving anything like an earnestresponse
to this urgent call! The whole amount
of all that is given by American Christ-
ians for this object, is ‘only an average
of ‘twenty cents -to- each member, and
is less by one-half than what is annual-
ly expended by devotees of pleasure in
the theatres and opera-houses of -the
single city of New York! and the poor
heathen are annually devoting nearly
as much for the support of one heathen
temple in Calcutta, as all the Christians
of America and Great Britian are
giving to save these six hundred mil-
lions from eternal perdition !

.. A minority in our-churches general- °
ly evince a better spirit; counteract-

"1 ing, in some measure this unhallowed

influence, by occasional seasons -of
“ special effort” in using the means of
grace, attended with ‘refreshing from
the presence of the Lord,” and more
or less additions to the church of such
as shall be saved. ~But thgse special
efforts are soon relinquished, and the
world regains its predominating influ-
ence. - Then, by common consent, the
sanctuary is closed during the week,
except that from its hun@red and forty-
four hours, one or two are selected for
evening service. - This service soon
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attracts little attention, and affords un-
mistakeable evidence that the-Spirit is
grieved,and therevival is exchanged for
a season of declension which, in many'
instances, is long and-distressing to the
pious heart, the church being shorn.of
her strength and diminishing - in num-
bers.

This has been the general experience
of the Protestant Church for three
Will the, church con-
tinue to expend her energies upon the
things that perish with the using? Let

“the watchmen, like Moses in the camp

of Israel, hear, the voice of God, and
““speak o the people that they-go for-

“ward.”

" pieces?”

‘Secondly it is objected ; in the pres-
ent state of the church, it would be dis-
couraging and worse than useless, to
urge a standard of duty so elevated as
that exemplified by the Apostles and

" primitive ‘Christians. 'What hope is
‘there of seeuring its adoption ?

" "We reply: If it is the Bible standard
“ there should be no fear of consequences.

% He that hath my word let him speak
my word -faithfully. - What  is the
chaff to the wheat, saith the Lord? Is
not:my word like-as a fire, and as a
hammer that - breaketh -the rock in
“So shall my word be that
goeth forth out of my mouth ;. it shall

" not return unto me void ; but it shall

accomplish that which I please, and it
shall prosper in the  thing Whereto I
sent it,”  To: secure this result, Christ
sends forth. his servants, not alone, or
in reliance on their own strength or
eloquence; butwith the assurance. “Lo
Iam with you always, even unto the
end of the world ;7 “ All power is given
unto me, both in heaven and earth.
Go ye therefore and disciple all nations,
teaching them to observe ‘all things
whatsoever I have commanded you.”
The first preachers sent forth with this
commission and promise, found the
piety of the Church, then existing in
the Jewish' nation, at a far lower ebb
than it is' now, and the whole heathen
world mad upon their ‘idels.”  But

‘wherever they unfurled the Gospel -
“‘banner, the true worshippers of God,

attracted . by a power divine, rallied
around 'if, converts were multiplied,

‘and the Bible standard of duty was

erected and maintained for centuries,
amid the combined opposition of earth
and hell. ' e

- Let ministers of the Gospel hold up
thggBible standard of duty as exempli-
fied by the primitive Christians, and
kindly and earnestly invite their people
to rally around it; let the disciples of
Jesus imitate the example of that little
band who came down from ‘ the mount
of Christ’s ascension, and bowed to-
gether around the mercy seat in that
upper room, to plead for the promised
gift of the Holy Ghost; let them con-
secrate themselves and their all 'to
Christ, in a daily walk with God in-his
own ordinances, and sure as God hears
and answers prayer, and proves faith-
ful to his promises; they would seon
be filled with the Spirit,and go “ every-
where preaching the word,” and find
sinners crying for merey and rejoicing
in Christ,—Damy Waix.

Tue CHRISTIAN MUST HAVE A CROSS.
—The temper of the present age in-
clines to every kind of enervating in-
dulgence. Men appear to think the
Christian armor an unnecessary encum-
brance, they have no desire to engage
in any combat, to indulge any trial ; if
religion is to be cultivated, it must be
one of the fine arts, as an element of
Belles Letters; they forget that there
is no passage to celestial glory but by
some cross; that we must suffer with
Christ as well as confess him, if we
would be with him in Paradise.

Foresopves.—Evils in the journey
of life are like the hills which alarm
the fravelers upon their road; they-
both appear great at a distance, but
when we approach them, we find that
they are far less insurmountable than
we had imagined. :

RemeMBER that your thoughts as well
as deeds are recorded in heaven.
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. leaves enough of the roots remaining to keep

+ &8 you have every reason to believe, have * lost

_ If saved they will love you. They will be |
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BE THOROUGH. 2

Ir you are making efforts to promote revi-
vals, as we trust you are, let your work be
done thoroughly. A surgeon who cuts out a
cancer, but, .for fear of hurting the patient,

the disease alive, until it finally proves fatal,
would be severely censured. If your own be-
loved child were the sufferer, you would say,
“Never mind the screams, Doctor, make &’
perfect cure.” But few: men have  sufficient
nerve to make skilful surgeona-—-none without
a mighty baptism of the Spirit of God, have
enough to deal fajthfully with souls. It re-
quires courage, and a large degree of disinter-
ested love to say to those whose outward life
is in the main correet, and who are making a
creditable profession of religion, and yet who,

their first love,” and now have a name to live
while they are dead, that they are in danger
of being lost. But deal faithfully with them.
Be kind, but firm. Tell them weeping, that
they are “enemies of the cross of Christ.”

your truest and firmest friends. If they re-
ject your warning and turn away inanger, the
emiles of Jesus upon your well-meant endeav-
ors will more than compensate you for the
losses you incur. Unswervmg fidelity is the
price whmh every one must pay for his friend-
ship.
BE THQROUGH WITH PENITENTS.

Do not heal slightly. One of the most erit-(
ical periods in the history of an immortal soul,
is when it is under the awakenings of the Holy
Spirit. Under such circumstances ‘one needs

~help. The convicted Saul is sent for instrue-
tion to the converted Ananias. If the penitent
be not dealt faithfully with, he will, in all
probability, soon be in a much more hopeless
condition than he ever was before. A few
years will find him either a confirmed skepiic,

or a pharisee, a sectarian and a bigot. He will
be too far off to be reached, or too strongly

fortified 16 be wounded by. the sword of the
Spirit. As, then, you love souls and would not
be held responsible for their eternal damna-
tion, deal faithfully with them. Insist

upon & repentance that goes 1o the very
bottom—that leads the sinner to the abandon-
ment of all sin, and that prompts to restitution
to every human being that has been wronged,
no matter how long ago, or to how small an
extent,

In the Court of Heaven,

“
oAty
Confession is one of God’s conditions of for
giveness. .And the confession must be as
broad as the offence. If we have transgressed
against our fellow men as well as against our
Maker, confession to God alone will not an-
swer. Humbling as it may be, we must ac-
knowledge our fault to the persons we have
wronged, and make all the reparation in our
power. Ingist upon it. Bring God’s truth
upen this point to bear upon the conscience.
Tell the penitent what God says about non-
conformity to the world—how pride will just
as certainly exclude one from the Kingdom of
Heaven, as any other sin. Ask those who
evidence a desire for salvation if they are wil-
ling, in dress, as in all other things, to conform
themselves to the requirements of God. The
issues of life and death are often suspended on
very small matters. A little spark, escaping.
through a little opening in a chimney may
kindle a large fire. A small breach in the
wall may admit the enemy that destroys a
large and powerful city. So a little sin may
bring to nought the most promising beginnings
in: religion.
Jaithfully with backsliders.
They may be pardoned. But they mus!
‘geek forgiveness like other sinners. It isa

~common and fatal mistake to encourage back-

sliders to hope that they may, by discharging
religious duties, ‘“grow up” into the enjoy-
ment of religion. They commence praying
attending upon the ordinances, and supporting
the church, and soon mistake the self-compla-
cency they feel in the discharge of a duty, for
the favor of God; and the greater fluency with
which, from practice, they are enabled to speak
and pray, as an evidence of “ growth in grace.”
They feel quite proud of the dead uniformity
in their religious experience, which results
from their destitution of the- Holy. Spirit, and
congratulate themselves that they do not have
such ‘‘ups and downs” as others do. Their
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want of feeling they call  living by principle,”
and as the devil does not tempt them as he
did when they were really in the way to
Heaven, they conclude that they are more
pious than they were in former years, when
the love of God was shed abroad in their
hearts, “‘by the Holy Ghostgiven unto them.”
They become confirmed Pharisees, self-compla-
cent bigots, determined opponents of the real
work of God. . Deal faithfully then with back-

_gliders. The command of Jesus to one who

bad lost his first love was, ‘“ Remember there-

*fore from whence thon art fallen, AND REPENT,

AND DO THE FIRST WORKS.”

Be thorough with your own heart, and with
your mosi devoted co-laborers. If the revival
inflaence begins to subside before the congre-
gation generally, except such as persistently
resist the Spirit of God, are saved, persnade the
laborers to humble themselves a little lower at
the foot of the cross, and get a deeper baptism of
the Holy Spirit. Set them the example. Just

a8 long as that result can be secured the work

of God will goon, There is nothing that con-
victa sinners like a thorough breaking down
among professors. Be thorough thén. Work
God help us!

PROGRESS OF EARNEST OHRISTIANITY.
THE work of God is still going on. We

_ hear of the revival spirit in some places, and

hope that it will soon become general. A
brother who is doing missionary work in Towa
writes:

Sinee I came to Iowa surely I can say the
Lord is on our side.
number profess the blessing of entire holiness.
I attended a eamp-meeting near Warsaw in
August. The evening prior to the camp-meet-
ing. coming to a close, there was a young man
acting very improperly while a nnmber were
making their way to the altar fo be prayed
for. T went to the young man and urged him
to give his heart to God. I told him that it
was impressed on my mind that if ever he left
this camp-ground without seeking for religion,

that he never would haye another opportunity. -

He made use of some very improper language
and left the camp-ground. The fourth day
after, he was working ina steam saw mill, and
the boiler burst, and he was scalded, and was
in the greatest agony for a few hours before he
expired. Yours in the bonds of love.

P. C. ARMSTRONG.

‘We have seen a goodly |. |

ANOTEER, preaching out on the Illinois prai-
ries, within about forty miles of the Mississippi,

writes:
OcLE, Itn., Nov. 28, 1860.

Dear Bro. Roberts :—Salvation for ever. The
Lord is with us. We are organized, eighteen
in society now, and more coming, and a church
that will be ready to dedicate in about two
weeks. . A short time ago one of our sisters
felt it upon her—went into Chicago, and bought
‘all the material for a church, and the first we
knew she arose in class and ftold it. We ap-
pointed a committee and they went right about
it, and we have it almost done.

Al Siblette about forty have been converted.
We have s small class there. 1 have eight
regular appointments. ' I have given one of
my appointments to Bro. BURDICK.

Bro. Rok has two appointments. Bro. DAxE
is swinging out into the work. TWo noble.
men. One Sabbath I rode on horseback forty
miles, and preached twice.

Last Friday I rode forty-five miles in an
awful snow-storm, the snow drifting all the
while, the happiest day I ever experienced. I
have been to see that sister B. She is very
clear in her experience. She feels the Lord
in raising up the FREE MRTHODISTS for a great
work. I shall have an appointment in that
neighborhood I think. The great trouble
with me is, 8o much worlk to do.* Quite a number
of places waiting for us that we cannof get
to. I could find work for two or three just
now, night and day. God is at work.

Yours in Jesus,
J. G. TERRILL.

‘WEesT KENDALL, Jan. 18, 1861.
Bro. Roberts:—Allow me to say to the .

' friends of an earnest Christianity, that a pow-

erful work of God is in progress at this place
among the FREE METHODISTS. Earnest pray
ers for many months' past have béen going up
to the throne of Almighty grace for the de-
scent of the Holy Spirit in the awakening and
conversion of souls, and the reclamation of
backsliders. Those prayers are being answer-
ed. We commenced a protracted effort here
on New Year’s Eve, and have held meetings
every night since, and the result is that up-
wards of fifty souls have been converted to
God, and others are inquiring where they may
find Him. Last night there were nineteen
penitents at the altar. The house is crowded
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nearly every night, and conviction is- deepen-
ing.« ‘We were never engaged in a protracted
effort where there was more profound atien-
tion, deep concern, and where there were
clearer oonvermons, than we are mtnesmg
here every night. Some say this is the most
extensive work that has’ visited this place for
years. Theprospect is that there will be a
great gathering of souls. .

The most beautifal scene we ever beheld
was that which tmnaplred on the first Sabbath
after the meetmgs eommenced, when about
twenty-five Sabbath School children bowed
themselves at the altar to give their young
hearts to God ; the most of whom have been
clearly converted. The parents of some of
‘these children belong to other denommatxona,
while the parents of others of them are yet
unconverted. May the Lord reach their hearts
throngh the conversion of their children.

Rev. J. K. TINKHAM has been with us for
8 fow days past, whose labors the Lord doth

- own and bless,

We would like to remm-k in conclusion, th&t
if the ¥RER Mx'moms'm were such unaccoun-
tablee as somse represent them to be, and have
stepped so far aside from God’e order in organ-
izing themselves into- a distingt church, a8
others say they have, that God would withhold
His Spirit. One thmg is cen:am, a work of
coul saving m gomg ‘on among us at this point,
&nd God shall have all the glory. More anon:

M. N. Down~vg.

FREE CHURCHES,

THESE are springing up in all directions, far
beyond our most sanguine empectations. They
are the great want of the times.. We are en-
tn-ely satisfied that spmmahty can never be
‘kept up, and the masses be reached, without
them. They are also needed to keep profes-
sing Christians from Church idolatry. The
rivalry between the ‘leading denominations”
as to-which shall build the finest structures,
and keep up the most imposing worship, savers
of any thing but the Gospel of Christ. - Let
us have plain Free Churches all over the land.

Since our last issue a Free Church has been

dedicated in Porter, Niagara Co. N. Y., in the.

bounds of the Rev.War. COOLEY'S charge.. The
dedication sermon was preached by Rev. LEVI
'WooD, and Rev. J. MOCREERY preached in the
evening. The occasion, we learn, was one of

deep interest.. A revival spirit has been kepé
up -there during the year, but, since.the ded-
ication, it has, we understand, broken out in;
greater power, and souls arg being saved. May .
hundreds there,ere the winter shall pass away,
be washed in the atoning blood, and be fitted
for heaven |

At North Chili, Menroe Co., . X aFree
Methodist Church was. dedicated recen:ly by
the. Rev. L. Stmes. We have not been fur-
nished with the particnlars, but hayve no doubt
but that it was a deeply, interesting, occasion.
There is a strong society at; Chili, possessed of
the elements of permanent. presperity 3

Free Methodist Churches have also: been
dedicated within a short time at-Ogle, at Clin-
tonyille, and at Saint Gharles—all in the State
of Illinois. = The dedication sermon of each of
these churches was_preached .by the Rev. J.
B. GraEaN, late of the Wisconsin Conference
of -the M. E. Church, but now Chairman
of the Saint Charles district of the Free
‘Methodist Church,  The.  Saint Charles
meeting was one of more than ordinary infer-
est. The dedication services were followed by
a General Quarterly meeting. Ninety-seven
spoke in the Love Feast in a little over an
hour, and one hundred and forty-seven partook
of the Sacrament. The meetings were con- -
tinued during the week, and we hope to bear
that a powerful revivalof religion is in progress
in that place.

Nora, Jo. Davis Co., Tll.,, Jan. 17th,1861.

Bro. Roberts :—While writing .on business,
I would like to write a few lines to cheer you
in your earnest effort to“spread Scriptural Ho-
liness, When we came on this' charge we
found the circuit in a low state. There had
been several revivals in this region of country,
but the converts had backslidden. Confidence
in Christianity was almost wholly lost. We
found too that almost every kind of heterodox
doctrine prevailed in the place. There was
-but one point in the circuit that a regular
prayer meeting could be sustained; but througk
“the blessing of a kind Providence, the preach-
ing of the doctrine of sanctification has taken -
deep root, and is bringing forth abundant frait.
We have met with considerable opposition in
consequence of this (as it is called,) new doc- -
trine, but it has been proved the power of God
unto salvation, and now it is believed thaf
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nothing else could' have wrought such a
change. Ten weeks have passed since we

commenced labor here almost. single handed.
| four days meeting. - Here too a Free Method-

Our meetings have been held at different
points.. God has been at every place, but at
present the power of God has been most es-
pecially revealed in the conversion of sinners,
and the perfecting of believers. The number of
conversions probably never will be known, but
it is generally thought that there are over an
hundred conversions; and still they come.
Wlhiere the glorious work will end we dare not
predict, for our place is too strait for us; many
cannot get in, and have to go away from the
meetings. - There are some marvellous displays
of God’s power here, such as we have never
witnessed or heard of before. Young converts,
whose minds were darkened by skepticism, ap-
pear to receive such light that they eome out
theologians. Others are violently' shaken—
sometimes their limbs become almost paralyzed,
but as the one for whom they are burdened
gets ‘religion, it passes away in a moment.
Faith i8 not confined to time, family, or place,
but prayer is offered for persons and families
everywhere, and the conviction is so general
that prayer will prevail, that requests- are
handed in for prayers for wholé churches, with
the“belief that prayer will be answered.” The
demand for this kind of preaching that pro-
claims @ fall salvation, is constantly increasing;
neither is it confined to our church, but others
are waking up to this subject, and there is a
constant enquiry to learn more of this way.
Qur prayer is, Great God speed the glorious
work. ‘MARY A. Wi

RELIGIOUS MEETINGS,

SINOE our last issue we have attended some
of the most inferesting meetings that we were
ever at. In nearly every one of them we have
had the pleasure, one of the greatest a Christ-
ian can enjoy, of seeing souls saved. At
Gowanda, we held afour days meeting, where
among others who were converted, was a
lady who had lived, she said, a formalist in
the Episcopal Church for forty years. Her
conviction was deep, and her joy knew no
bounds when Christ spoke peace to her soul.
She clapped her hands, and BM and
praised the Lord that she “was a formal-
ist no longer.” A Free Methodist Church was
organized, and we hear that the Lord is with

them in all their meetings, and gives them
prosperity.. At East Otto- the crowd  could
not-be accommodated who came to attend the

ist Church of substantial working: members
was organized. z

At the General Quarterly meeting at Alle-
gany there was a rapid increase of religl'aus
interest from the beginning. The members
commenced by sanctifying themselves unio’
the Lord.” Many obtained the blessing of

holiness. One service, which commenced on

Sunday at 3 P. M., lasted until about eleven
o'clock in the evening:  About twenty men
and women came forward in the course of the
evening seeking the burden of theijsfus.
Five or six professed to be conyeried, and the
others were earnestly seeking the favor of
the Lord. Rev. A. F. Curry the pastor; who,

‘with his' people, withdrew last fall from the

M. E. Church writes as follows :
Allegany, Jan. 18, 1861,
Bro. Roberts :—Dear Sir: The work isgoing
on in great power. The interest of the meet-
ing has increased every night this week. | A
good - many have been saved every day.

Twenty-six came forward “for. prayers  last-

night. There xs a general awakening all
through the community. The Spirit of the
Lord powerfully convicts the people at their
homeg, even those that have not been at meet-
ing. The most wicked are being brought in.
It is thus far the'most powerful revival I have
everseen. God is in the midst of us.

The Holy Ghost is the moving cause. The
power and the graceisof the Lord and the
Glory is His. - Pray forus.: Tell sister R. and

all that are strong in faith to join with youin -

your petition for the continned outpouring of

the Holy Ghest in our midst.- Let us contin-

ue to humble ourselves before God &nd pray
for a general revival. A
F Yours in haste,
‘A. F. Curry.

At Collins we held a four days’ meeting,
commencing the 22d°of January, whieh ‘was
attended with ‘mauch of the presence of the
Lord.. Here too a Free Church is organized,

composed of the right materials. - God is with

‘them. Last fall, soon after the Gowanda Camp
meeting, Bro. JoHN- RANDALL opened his

house and commenced holding prayer meetings " .
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By puttmg the upper story of: his house ‘into
one room, and seating it, they are able to ac-

room ig, we are told, generally filled. A deep;
religious. interest prevails in the community, -
and some twenty have been converted.

The 25th and 26th of January we held a
Quarterly meeting at Lyndonville. It wasa
time of power such as we have seldom wit-
nessed in a meeting of the size. Seventeen
united with the Free Methodist church.

We learn that the Rev. C. D. Brooxs, of
Parma, Monroe Co., N. Y., hag, with a large
portion of his members, withdrawn from the

.M. E. Church, with the intention of uniting
with the Free Methodists.

Rev. J. D. Harris, a Free Methodist
preacher, whose eircuit lies up the Allegany
river above Olean, writes as follows:

" PORTVILLE, Jan. 22d, 1861.

Bro. Roberts:—Dear Sir: There is a good
work going on on my charge. Thirty-one
eame forward last night, and some are seeking
for the blessing of holiness. Nine, as we hope,
have been converted. Bless the Lord! His
eause never has looked 50 good to me as it has
done since the convention.

Yours in Jesus,
© J. D-Hammis.

'BIOGRAPHY OF REV. W. 0. KENDALL.

‘SouE of the friends have expressed a desire
that instead of publishing this in different num-
bers of the EArNEST CHRISTIAN, we should

undecided what to do. Perhaps we shall do

BILND HENRY'S NEW BOOK.

Our readers will be gratified to learn that
Blind HENRY, the :American Bunyan, as some
have termed him, has a new work in process

~of publication. -It is an allegory, and is en-
titled, “ My TwWELVE M4STERS.”

Blind HENRY'S books are deservedly pop-~{ -

ular. They advocate a high-toned spirituality,
and show no quarter to the popular sins of the
day. He wants several agents to sell them in
different portions of the country.

His address is Rev. G. W. Hesry, Oneida,

Madison Co.; N. Y. -

CITY SUBSCRIBERS. :

Persons in the city wishing to subseribe for
the EARNEST CHRISTIAN, can do so either
through the Post Office, or at the office of
Crarp, MaTrTHEWS & CO., 156. Main Street, or

1 at BREED & Bmms Book Store:

THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN.
SUBSCRIBERS are coming in beyond our anti-

. cipations. We believe that those who have

taken it the past year are satisfied that they
have received many times the worth of their
money. But we need more subscribers. We
ought io have them, AND WE MUST HAVE THEM.
Will not our friends make a special effort to
extend our circulation ?. We need the money.
for all subscriptions at once, but if we can be
sure of it in two or three months we would
rather wait than have you not take the maga-
zine.  Current wesiern money laken at par.
By the help of the Lord we hope to make the.
second volume superior to the first. From
many testimonials we have received, we give
the following from a Congregational preacher
of the city of Brooklyn, who accidentally came
across the EARNEST CHRISTIAN, and became a
subseriber : :
BrookLyN, N. Y., Dec. 31, 1860.

Rev. B. T. Roberts:—Dear Brother: Please
find enclosed one dollar to pay my subscrip-
tion for ‘the Emms'r CHRisTIAN for the year
1861

Since receiving the back numbers I have
read most of them with great interest. It
seems to me there is no paper, or magazine
RnOwW ‘published in the country—at least none
with which T am acquainted—that so clearly
and’ fully advocates Gospel Christianity as
yours. No whole-hearted Christian can read
it without blessing God for its outspoken and
thorough testimony. There is a life and power
in the personal testimonies, an uncompromising-
faithfulness in rebuke, an admirable discrim-
ination in selecting what i really useful, and
withal a literary excellence much beyond what
I'looked for. :
May God guide you in all that is good, and
make the EARNEST CHRISITAN a great means
of making Christians in earnest.”

Traly yours in love of Chxﬁxst,

PrEMIUMS.—FOR list of Premmms see second
page of cover.




