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RE;LIGIOUS SENSIBILITY.

( BY THE EDITOR.

Men ought to feel.” God gives us
sensibilities that we may feel. It is
only by azlong process of hardening

that persons come into that fearful
state described in the Scriptures as
“being past feeling.” If any thin

should stir us, it is religion. :

Every part of man’s nature that can
be moved—his fears and his hopes, his
affections and his sympathies, his judg-
ment, his sense of duty, Ws love of
happines\ , and his dread of suffering,
of exposure and of shame—each and
all are ‘appealed to in the strongest
manner /by the Gospel of Christ, to
lead erring mortals to return- to their
allegiance to God.

But /the arch-enemy has succeeded
not only in influencing many to resist
the cl/aims of their Maker, and to listen
to his earnest appeals with indifference,
if not with secret or open scorn, but to
treat with contempt, and to overwhelm
with opprobrious epithets, all who act
as if they believe the awful truths
which God has so clearly revealed. In-
sanity is one of the mildest terms em-
ployed to designate the state of those
who are awake to eternal things.

In this number we propose to adduce
some farther proof of the proposition
we laid down-last month. That, 7¢ is
entirely proper that the servants of God
should manifest, at times, the deepest
emotion.

We need not repeat what we then
said, that while the inward emotions of
the child of God may vary, his out-

ward life will preserve a consistent
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uniformity; however his feelings may
fluctuate, he is unwavering in the dis-
charge of duty. :

In proof of the proposition, we call
attention to the greainess of the change
that takes place when the: penitent sin-
ner becomes a child of God.

“In witnessing,” says a celebrated
English philosopher,* “first the en-
treaties, and supplications, and tears, of
a convicted, condemned, and repentant
malefactor, prostrate at the feet of his
sovereign ; and then, the exuberance of
his joy and gratitude in receivin -
donjagd life,%zaone would so absgux?dlary
misuse language as to call the intensity
and fervor of the eriminal’s feelings

“enthusiastical ; for however strong or

even ungovernable these emotions may
be, they are perfectly congruous with
the oceasion ;—they spring from no

“illusion ; but- are fully justified by the

momentous turn’ that has taken place
in his affairs ;—in-the past hour he con-
templated nothing but the horrors of
an ignominious death, but now life and
its delights are before him. - It is true .
that all men in the same circumstances .
would not undergo the same intensity
of emotion; but all, unless obdurate-
in wickedness, must experience feelings:
of the same quality. "And thus, so
long as the real circumstances under
which eVery human being stands in the
court of the Supreme Judge are clearly
understoed, and duly felt, ENTHUSIASM
FINDS NO PLACE ;—all is real : nothing
is illusion.” : :

The beggar may become a million- .
aire, the slave a king, with obedient
nations at his feet, but this improve-

* Natural History of Enthusiasm, page 46.







