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2 ORIGIN AND CHARACTER

the church on various charges and allegations, but
really for their adherence to the principles of Meth-
odism; especially to the doctrine and experience of
“entire sanctification.”

M 4. Appeals were made to the general confer-.
ence, which were denied. Those excluded could

‘not join any other Methodist body, for there was

none that agreed with them on the issues on which
they were thrust out. Therefore they felt com-
pelled to form a new organization. -

T 5. The Free Methodist church was orgamzed
by a convention of laymen and ministers, which
met at Pekin, Niagara Co., N. Y., on the 23rd day .
of August, 1860. The first general conference met
on the second Wednesday of October, 1862 at: St.
Charles, I11.

16.> The Free Methodists are a body of Chr:s—-'
tians who profess to be in earnest to get to heaven,
by conforming to all the will of God, as made
known in his word. They do not believe that
either God or the Bible has changed to accommo-
date the fashionable tendencies of the age. They
solemnly protest against the union of the church
and the world. The conditions of salvation, as they
teach, are the same now that they were eighteen
hundred years ago. He who would be a Christian
in reality, as well as in name, must deny himself,
and take up his cross daily, and follow Jesus.  He
must come out from the world and be separate,

and touch not the unclean thing.

1 7. In doctrine they are Methodlsts. They be-

lieve in the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, in a gen-

eral atonement, in the necessity of the new birth,
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in the witness of the spirit, and in future rewards
and punishments. They insist that it is the duty
and privilege of every believer to be sanctified
® wholly, and to be preserved blameless unto the
| coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. Every one who
is received into full connection, either professes to
enjoy that perfect love which casts out fear, or
. promises to diligently seek®until he obtains it.

8 They look upon practical godliness as the
never-failing result of a genuine religious expe-
rience. “By their fruits ye shall know them.”
. Hence they insist that those who profess to be the
. disciples of Christ should come out from unbe-
lievers and be separate, abstaining from connection
with all secret societies, renouncing all vain pomp

and glory, adorning themselves with modest ap-

parel, and not with gold, or pearls, or costly array.
We have no right to abolish any of the require-
~ ments made by Christ and the apostles; or to make
obedience to them a matter of small consequence.
The golden rule, they hold, applies equally to all |
mankind. .

1 9. The government is not aristocratic;' but the
members have an equal voice with the ministers in
all the councils of the church, except that, in addi-
tion to the regularly elected ministerial represent-
atives in the general conference, the general super-
intendents are ex officio members of that body.
Both the annual and the general conferences are
composed of as many lay as ministerial delegates,
who have an equal voice and vote in all the pro-
ceedings. The stationing committee, by which the
appointments are made, is,composed of the district
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elders and an equal number of laymen: chp‘sen' for
that purpose. The official boards are selected by
the members of circuits, and not appointed by the

~ preachers. They have district elders, who may be

appointed to circuits the same as the rest of the
preachers. They have general superintendents,

elected once in four years, whose duty it is to pre-

side at the annual conferences, and travel through
the connection at large. The rights of the mem-

‘bers are carefully guarded.

 10. They endeavor to promote spirituality and
simplicity in worship. Congregatlonal singing is
universal, and performances upon musical instru-
ments, and singing by choirs in public worship are
p_rohibited. They believe in the Holy Ghost. If
men are really converted and sanctified, it is
through the Spirit of God. When he works there

is a stir. As President Edwards says, “Eternal
Irhingsl are so great, and of such vast concern,
that there is great absurdity in men being but

moderately moved and affected by them.” “Where
the Spirit ol the Lord is, there is liberty.” The

Free Methodists, while they do not believe ‘in

any mere formal noise, yet, when the Spirit comes,

like “a rushing mighty wind,” as on the day of -

Pentecost, do not dare to oppose the manifestations
of his presence. As Edwards says, “Whenever
there is any considerable degree of the Spirit's in-

- fluence upon a mixed multitude, it will produce,

in some way, a great visible commotion.” To re- |

sist his operations is to hinder the work of God.
 11. They do not believe in resorting to worldly

policy to sustain the gospel. Christ has said, that
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whosoever giveth a cup of cold water in his name,
shall in no wise lose his reward. . But it is the
' motive, and not the amount done that secures the
divine approbation. There is no more virtue in

giving to the cause of God for carnal pleasure,

than there is in any other purely selfish action.
i Hence they give no countenance to modern expe-

| dients for promoting Christianity, such as selling

or renting pews, picnics, Christmas trees, festivals,

‘the church cannot be sustained without these con-
rivances to beguile the world into its support,
\is to confess that professing Christians are “lovers
of pleasure more than lovers of God.” It is to
ronounce Chr1st1an1ty a failure. The gospel pos-

W lotteries, fairs, and donation parties. To say that

esses an inherent power that wil not only sustain

tself, but make its way through all opposition,

‘wherever its advocates live up to 1ts reqmrements !

and rely upon its promises. . :
I 12. All their churches are required to be as
free as the grace they preach. They believe that

their mission is two-fold—to maintain the Bible

standard of Christianity, and to preach the gospel
to the poor. Hence they require that all seats in
their houses of worship shall be free. No pews
! can be rented or sold among them. The world

" will never be converted to Christ, so long as the

% churches are conducted upon the exclusive system.
It has always been contrary to the economy of the
Christian church to build houses of worship with
' pews to rent. But the spirit of the world has en-
r croached, by little and little, until, in many parts
i of the United States, not a single {ree ghurch can
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be found in any of the cities or larger villages. The
pew system prevails among nearly all denomina-
. tions. They are thoroughly convinced that this
system is wrong in principle and bad in tendency.
It is a corruption of Christianity. Free'churches
 are essential to reach the masses. The provisions

- of the gospel are for all. The “glad tidings” must
be proclaimed to every individual of the human
race. God sends the true light to illuminate and
melt every heart. To savage and civilized, bond
and free, black and white, the ignorant and ‘the
learned, is freely offered the great salvation.

But for whose benefit are special efforts to be
put forth? Who must be particularly cared for?
Jesus settles this question. ‘“The blind receive
their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are

cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up,”
~and, as if all this would be insufficient to satisfy
John of the validity of his claims, he adds, “and the
poor have the gospel preached to them.” This was
- the crowning proof that he was the one that should
. come. In this respect the church must follow in
the footsteps of Jesus. She must see to it that the
gospel is preached to the poor. Thus this duty is
- enjoined by the plainest precepts and examples. If
‘the gospel is to be preached to all, then it follows,
as' a necessary consequence, that all the arrange-
ments for preaching the gospel should be so made
. as to secure this object. If it be said that seats
would be freely given to those who are unable to
pay for them, they answer; this does not. meet the
case. Few are willing, so long as they are able
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to -appear at éliiirch, to be publ'icll_y treated as
paupers. '
f 13.. You will find in this book the doctrines

" church as adopted by the general conference.
. We do not wish any to subscribe to it unless they

believe it will be for the glory of God and-the good
- of their souls. We have no desire to build up
. simply a large church; but we do hope that our
societies will be composed. exclusively, of those
who are in earnest to gain heaven, and who are
determined, by the grace of God, to live up to the
requirements of the Bible. @
It is of the greatest importance that those who '
= come into this organlzatzon shall be of one heart
& and one mind. -

and form of government of the Free Methodist




DOCTRINES
1. OF FAITH IN THE HOLY TRINITY.

' 14. There is but one living and true God,
everlasting, without body or parts, of infinite power,

'W1sd0m and goodness, the maker and preserver of

all things, visible and invisible: And in unity of
this Godhead there are three persons of one sub-

stance, power and eternity—the Father, the Son, .

and the Holy Ghost.

1I. OF THE WORD, OR SON OF GOD
- WHO WAS ‘VIADE VERY MAN.

M 15. The Son, who is the Word' of the Father,
the very and eternal God, of one substance with

the Father, took man’s nature in the womb of the

blessed virgin, so that the two whole and perfect
natures, that is to say, the Godhead and manhood,
were joined together in one person, never to be.
- divided, whereof is one Christ, very God and very

man, who truly suffered, was crucified, dead and,
buried, to reconcile his Father to us, and to be a
eaerlﬁee not only for the original gullt but also for
actual sms of men. -

A1l OF THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST

ﬂ 16. Christ did truly rise again from the dead

and took _aga1_n his body, with all things appertagn-

&
i
-‘:-:
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ing to the perfection of ‘man’s: nature, wherewith
~ he ascended into heaven, and there sitteth until he
- returns to judge all men at the last day.

1V. OF THE HOLY GHOST.

{1 17. The Holy Ghost, proceeding from .the

Father and the Son, is of one substance, majesty
and glory with the Father and the Son, very and
.eternal God. '

V. THE SUFFICIENCY OF THE HOLY‘ 2
SCRIPTURES FOR SALVATION.

ﬂ 18. The holy scriptures contain all things nec-
essary to salvation; so that whatsoever is not read
therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be
required of any man, that it should be believed as
an article of faith, or be thought requisite or neces-

sary to salvation. By the term holy scriptures we -l
- understand those canomcal books of the Old, and

New Testament of whose authority there was never
any doubt in the church. '

NAMES OF THE CANONICAL BOOKS.

Genesis,
Exodus,

Leviticus,

Numbers,

Deuteronomy,

Joshua,

Judges,

‘Ruth, |

The Flrst Book of Samuel
The Second Book of Samuel,
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The First Book of Kings,

The Second Book of Kings,

- The First Book of Chronicles,

The Second Book of Chronicles,

The Book of Ezra,

The Book of Nehemiah,

The Book of Esther,
- The Book of Job,

The Psalms,
+ The Proverbs,

_ Eccle51astes or the Preacher

Canticles, or the Song of Solomon,

- Four Prophets the greater,

Twelve Prophets the less. ‘

All the books of the New Testament as thcy are
commonly received, we do receive and account
canonical.

VI OF THE OLD TESTAMENT.

1 19. The Old Testament is not contrary to the

- New; for in both the Old and New Testaments
~ everlasting life is offered to mankind by Christ,
who is the only Mediator between God and man

Wherefore they are not to be heard who feign, that

‘the old fathers did look only for transitory prom-
ises. Although the law given from God by Moses;

as touching ceremonies and rites, doth not bind

~ Christians, nor ought the civil -precepts- thereof, of. -
necessity to be received in any commonwealth; yet,

notwithstanding, no Christian whatsoever is free

from obedience to the commandments which are
called moral
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'VII. OF ORIGINAL OR BIRTH SIN.

fl 20. Original sin standeth not in the following
of Adam, as the Pelagians do vainly talk, but it is
the corruption of the nature of every man that
naturally is engendered .of the offspring of Adam, -
whereby man is very far gone from original right-
eousness, and of his own nature 1nc11ned to evil
and . that contlnually

VIIL. OF FREE WILL.

1215 Dhe condmon of man after the fall of
Adam is such that he cannot turn and prepare him-
self by his own natural strength and works to faith
and calling upon God; wherefore we have no power
to do good works, pleasing and acceptablc to God,
without the grace of God by Christ enabling us,
that we may have a good will, and working with us,
when we have that good will,

IX. OF THE JUSTIFICATION OF MAN.

fl 22. We are accounted righteous before God
‘only for the merit of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ’ by faith, and not for our bwn works or
deservings; wherefore, that we are justified by faith
only, is''a most wholesome doctrine, and very full
cf comfort. : |

X. OF GOOD WORKS.

fl 23. Although good works, which dre the frtuts
of faith, and follow after justification, cannot put
away our sins and endure the severity of God's
judgments yet thiey are pleasing and’ acceptable to .
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‘God in Christ, and spring out of a true and lively | :

: f_ruit. :

_ supererogation, cannot be taught without arro-
gancy and impiety. For by them men do declare

faith, inscmuch that by them a lively faith may be
as evidently known as a“tree is discerned by its

XI. OF WORKS OF SUPEREROGATION.

 24. Voluntary works—besides, over and above
God's commandments—which are called works of

that they do not only render unto God as much as
they ‘are bound to do, but that they do more for
his sake than of bounden duty is required: whereas |
Christ saith plainly, When .ye have done all that
is commanded you, say, We are unproﬁtable serv-
ants. - : i _ ,’“w '

XII. OF SIN. AFTER JUSTIFICATION :

 25. Not every sin w1ll1ngly committed after |
justification is the sin against the Hcly Ghost, and
unpardonable. Wherefore the grant of repentance
is not to be denied to such as fall into sin after
justification. ~ After we have received the Holy
Ghost, we may depart from grace given, and fall
into sin, and by the grace of God rise again and
amend our lives. And therefore they are to be con- |
demned who say they can no more sin as long

e o Lk e et Sl T s T

- as they live here, or who deny the place of for-

giveness to such as truly repent.

& XIII. ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION.
1 26. ]uStiﬁed persons, while they do not out-

- wardly commit sin, are nevertheless conscious of
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%sin still remaining in the heart.. They feel a natural
tendency to evil, a proneness to depart from God
and cléave to the things of earth. Those who' are
#sanctified wholly are saved from all inward sin—
firom evil thoughts and evil tempers. No wrong

B temper, none contrary to love remains in the soul.

| All their thoughts, words and actions are gov-

o ‘erned by pure love.

Entire sanctification takes place subsequently to

o justification, and is the work of God wrought in-

@ stantaneously upon the consecrated, believing soul.
| After a soul is cleansed from all sin, it is then fully

" prepared to grow in grace.

N <1V, FUTURE REWARD AND PUNISH.
L & MENT

o 27. God has appointed a day in which he will
% judge the world in righteousness by Jesus Christ,
according to the gospel. The righteous shall have
in heaven an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled,
and that fadeth not away. ‘The wicked shall go
away into everlasting punishment, where there
worm dieth not, and their fire is not quenched.

| XV. OF SPEAKING IN THE CONGREGA.-
 TION IN SUCH A TONGUE AS THE
PEOPLE UNDERSTAND.

728 Itisa thlng plainly repugnant to the word
of God and the custom of the primitive church, to
‘have public prayer in the church or to mzmster
the sacrament in a tongue not understood by the
people
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 XVI. OF THE CHURCH.

1 20. The visible church of Christ is a congrega¥
tion of pure men, in which the pure word of God is
preached, and the sacraments duly administered, ac-
cording to Chrlsts ordinance, in all those thmgs
that of neeessuty are requlslte to the same.

2OV @B TR SACRAMENTS

I 30. Sacraments ordamed of Christ are not only '
badges or tokens of Christian men's profession,
but also they are certain signs of grace, and God’s
good-will toward us, by the which he doth work
invisibly in us, and doth not only quicken but also
strengthen and confirm our faith in him.

. XVIIL. OF BAPTISM.

 31. Baptism is not only a sign of profession
and mark of difference, whereby Christians are dis-
tinguished from others that are not baptized; but
it is also a sign of regeneration or the new birth.

The baptism of young ehxldren is to be retamed in
the church. '

XIX OF THE LORDS SUPPER

1 32. The supper of the Lord is not merely a sign

~ of the love that Christians ought to have among
themselves one to another, but rather is a sacra-
ment of our redemption by Christ's death, inso-
much that, to such as rightly, worthily, and with -
faith receive ‘the same, the bread which we break
is a partaking of the body of Christ; and likewise

the cup of blessmg is a partakmg of the blood of
Chrlst
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. Transubstantiation, or the change of the sub-
stance of bread and wine in the supper of our Lord,
annot be proved by holy writ, but it is repugnant
®Wto the plain word of scripture, overthroweth (the
ature of a sacrament, and hath given occasmn to
gamany superstitions.
' The body of Chrlst is ‘given, taken and eaten in
the supper, only after a heavenly and spiritual man-
er. And the means whereby the body of Christ
s recewed and eaten in the supper, is faith. The
| sacrament of the Lord’s supper was. not by Christ’s
I ordinance reserved, carried about, lifted up, or wor-
shiped. -

L)

 FINISHED UPON THE CROSS.

actual; and there is none other satisfaction for sin
but that alone. Wherefore the sacrifice of the

 offer Christ for the quick and the dead, to' have
remission of pain or guilt, is a blasphemous and
| dangerous deceit. | |

XXI. OF THE RITES AND CEREMONIL’S
- OF CHURCHES.

]

nies should in all places be the same, or exactly
alike; for they have been always different, and may
W be changed according to the diversity of countries,
8 times and men’s manners, so that nothing be or-

B XX. OF THE ONE OBLATION OF CHRIST,

1 33 The .'oﬁeri;ig of Christ, once made, is a
perfect redemption, propitiation and satisfaction for
tall the sins of the whole world, both original and

masses, in the which it is said that the priest doth |

1 34 It is not necessary that rites and ceremo-
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dained against God’s word. Whosoever through
his private judgment, w1llmg]y and purposely doth

which are not repugnant to
the word of God, an&l are ordamcd and approved
by common authority, ought to be rebuked openly,
that others may fear to do the like, as one that

offendeth against the common order of the church,

~ and woundeth the consciences of the weak brethren.
~ Every particular church may ordain, change or

‘abolish rites and ceremonies so that all things may

be done to edification.
XX OF CHRISTIAN "MEN’S GOODS.
 3s. The rlches and goods of Christians are not

common, as touchlng the right, title and possession

of the same, as some do falsely boast. Notwith-

standing, every man ought, of such things as he
possesseth, liberally to give alms to the poor ac-
cording to his ability. -

- XXIII. OF A CHRISTIAN MAN’S OATH.

36. As we confess that vain and rash swearing

is forbidden Christian men by our Lqrd Jesus
Christ, and James the apostle; so we hold that the
- Christian religion doth not prohibit, but that a man
may swear when the magistrate requireth in a

case of faith and charity, so it be done according to

the prophet’s teachlng, in Just1ce, judgment and
truth,

Nore: This article shall not deprive of membership in ouvr -
church those who have COHSClentIOUS scruples against takmg

an oath:

- openly break the rites and ceremonies of the church -
~to which he belongs,




DISCIPLINE

CHAPTER 1.
' GENERAL RULES.

_ﬂ 27 | rInlthe iatter end of the yeaf 1730, eilght' or

 ten persons came to Mr, Wesley in London, who

appeared to be deeply convinced of sin, and ear
' nestly groaning for redemption. They desired, as

B did two or three more the next day, that he would :

! spend some time with them in prayer, and advise
| them how to flee from the wrath to come, which
they saw continually hanging over their heads.
& That he might have more time for this great work,
| he appointed a  day when they might all come
| together, which, thenceforward, they did every
! week, namely, on Thursday, in the evening. For
these and as many more as desired to join with
them, for their number increased daily, he gave
those advices from time to time which he judged
- most needful for them, and they always concluded
' their meetmgs with prayer su1ted to thelr several
| .nece551t1es
1 38. This was the rise of the united soc1ety,

= first in Europe, and then in' America. Such a so-
= ciety is no other than ‘“a company of men having

the form and seeking the power of godlmess, umted
' Ly
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in order to pray together, to receive the word of

‘exhortation, and to watch over one another in love,

that they may help each other to work out thelr
salvation.”

 39. That it may the more easily be discerned

‘whether they are indeed working out their own sal- |
_vation, each society is divided ‘into smaller. com-

panies, called classes, according to their respective

places of abode. There are about tweélve persons in
a class, one of whom is styled the leader It is §

hls duty,

I. To see each person in hlS class once a Week

at least, in order, -
1. To inquire how then- souls prosper.

2. To advise, reprove, comfort, or exhort, as oc-
casion may require.

3. To receive what they are w1111ng to give to-

ward the relief of the preacher the church and the
poor.*

II. To meet the ministers and the stewards of

the circuit, in order,

i o) 1nform the minister of any who are Srcl\,

or of any who walk dlsorderly, and will not be
reproved

e pay the stewards what they have recewed_

of thelr several classes during the week. |
f40." There is only one condition previously re-

quired of those who‘desire admission into these:
societies,—‘‘a desire to flee from the wrath to come,

and to be saved from their sins.” But wherever

*This part refers to towns and cities, where the poor aré-_

generally numerous, and church expenses are considerable.

'
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| this is really fixed m the soul, it will be shown by

its fruits.

| ing.

| 41 It is therefore expected of all who con-

§ tinue therein, that they shouldontmue 0 evidence

§ their desire of salvation,
First, by doing no arm by avoiding evil of

 every kind, especially that whlch is most generally

practiced; such as, Wil |

The taking of the name of God in vain.

The profaning the day of the Lord, either by

doing ordinary work therem, or by buymg or sell—

Drunkenness, buylng or sellmg spmtuous liquors,
or drinking them, unless in cases of extreme neces-
sity. :

. The buying, selhng, or holdmg or a human belng
as a slave. ;

Fighting, quarrelmg, brawlmg, brother going to
law with brother; returning evil for evil, or railing
for railing; the using many words in buying or
selling,

The buylng or selllng goods that have not paid
the duty. - :

The gwmg or takmg thmgs on usury; i. e., unlaw-
ful interest. '

Uncharltable or unprofitable conversatlon par-
ticularly speaking evil of magistrates or ministers.

Doing to others as we would not they should do

unto us. : | | -

Domg what we know is not for the glory of God ,
as,

Belonging to secret societies,

The putting on of gold or costly apparel.




e )

20 . GENERAL RULES +  [Chap.i

The taking of such diversions as cannot be used
in the name of .the Lord Jesus. - :

Singing those songs or reading those books which
do not ténd to the knowledge or love of God.

Softness or needless self-indulgence, especially
snuffing, chewing, smoking, growing, manufactur-

ing or selling tobacco, or the habitual use of oplates

‘Laying up treasure upon earth.

Borrowing without a probability of paylng, or
taking up goods w1thout a probablllty of paymg for
them.

42. It is expected of all who continue in these
societies, that they should continue to evidence their
desire of salvation, |

Second, by do1ng good, by bemg in every kind
merciful after their power, as they have opportunity,

doing good of every poss1ble sort ‘and: 4s 'far as

possible to all men,
To their bodies, of the ability which God g1veth

by giving food to the hungry, by clothing the naked,

by v1s1t1ng or helping those who are sick or in

prison.

To their souls, by mstructmg, reproving, or ex-
horting all with whom we have any . intercourse,
trampling under foot that enthusiastic doctrine,
that “we are not to do good unless our hearts be
free to do it.”

By doing good, especially to those who are of the

household of faith, or groaning so to be; employ-

ing them prefera_.bly‘ to others, buying of one an-

. other, helping each other in business; and so much
- the more, because the world will’ love its own,

and them only,
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By all poss1b1e diligence and frugallty, that th-‘.,
gospel be not blamed.

By running with patience the race whlch 1s set,

before them, dénying themselves and taking up their
cross daily; submitting to bear the reproach of

Christ, to-be as the filth and off-scouring of the

world; and looking that men should say all manner
of evil of them falsely for the Lord’s sake.

M43. It is expected of all who desire to continue
in these societies, that they should contlnue to evi-
dence their desire for salvation, '

Third, By attendmg upon all the ordmances of
God; such are,

The public worship of God; :

The ministry of the word, either read, or ex-
pounded; ¢ iR

The supper of the Lord

- Family and private prayer;

Searching the scriptures; and

Fasting or abstinence.
| 1 44. These are the general rules of our soc1et1es
 all of which we are taught of God to observe,
even in his written word, which is the only rule,
and the sufficient rule both of our faith and prac-
“tice. And all these we know the Spirit writes on
truly awakened hearts. If there be any among us
who observe them not, who habitually break any

of them, let it be known unto them who watch |

over that soul as they who must give an account.

We will admonish him of the error of his way.

- We will bear with him for a season. But if then
he repent not, he hath no more a place among us,.

»..We have delivered our souls.

4




' CHAPTER IL.
'RECEPTION OF MEMBERS.

.f45. None shall be admitted on probation until .
they give evidence of a desire to flee from the wrath
to come, by bringing forth fruits meet for repent
ance, and give affirmative answers to the follow-
ing questions: 1. Have you the assurance of sins
forgiven? 2. Do you consent to be governed by
our general rules? . ‘ |

146. None shall be received into full connection,
unless they give evidence of a renewed heart, by
living up to the requirements of the general rules,
and have met in class six months on probation,
have been *baptized, have, wherever practicable,
“been recommended by the official members of the
society, and give satisfactory answers to the fol-
lowing questions, which shall be proposed to them
before the society:

. 1. Have you the witness of the Spirit that you
are a child of God?

‘ 2. Have you that perfect love wh1ch casteth out
it fear?

(If the candidate shall answer no, then f.his'.'qﬁes—

e e R e
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i *Persons baptized in infancy must publicly assent to the
i baptismal covenant.
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tion shall be asked: Wlll you d111gent1y seek un-.

til you obtain 1t?”) ‘
3. Is it your purpose to devote yourself the re-

mainder of your life wholly to the service of God,

.3 N N N N - RN L R R iy e I P P % A T e

your own salvation with fear and trembling? -

4. Will you forever lay aside all superfluous or-.
naments, and adorn yourself in modest apparel,
* with shamefacedness and sobriety, not with broid-
ered hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array, but,
which becometh those professing godhness, with
good works?

5. Will you abstain from connectlon with all
secret societies, keeping yourself free to follow the
will of the Lord in all things? a0 s
6. Do you subscnbe to our articles of religion, ) #
| our general rules, and our Dlscxphne, and are you /’

i willing to be governed by the same?

7. Have you Christian fellowship and love for
the members of this society, and will you assist
them, as God shall give you ability, in carrymg on

the work of the Lord? :

147. The person g1v1ng affirmative answers to
the above questions shall, with the consent of three-
fourths of all the members present at a society
meeting, be admitted to all the privileges of a
member. Any person in good standing in any
evangelical church may be received into full con-
‘nection, upon his meeting the other requirements
of this chapter, without his having been on proba-

tion in our church. '
48 Where socicties already organized, or sev-
eral persons design to unite with the Free Metho-
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dist church and form a new society,, they should
adopt the Discipline as a whole, and then each
person should be admitted in his 1nd1v1dual capacity -
as prowded for above

|




 CHAPTER IIL
DRESS.

M49. We insist on the rules concerning dress.
This is no time to give encouragement to super-
fluity. of apparel. Therefore, receive none into the
church till they have left off superfluous ornaments.
In order to this: 1. Every one who has charge of
.a| circuit shall read Mr. Wesley S. sermons on
dress at least once a year in every society. 2. In
visiting the classes be very mild but very strict. 3.

Allow of no exempt case; better one suffer than-
many. /
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CHAPTER IV.

f MAR’RIAGE;'

f50. We do not prohibit our people from mar- |

rying persons who are not members of our church,

o provided such perscns: glve evidence of being con-
verted to God; but we are determlned to discourage

their marrying those who do not come up to this
standard. |
{51. Some of our members have married with

unsaved persons. This has produced bad effects.
They have either been hindered for life or have

turned back to perdition. To discourage such mar-

riages: 1. Every preacher shall publicly enforce the
- apostle’s command, “Be ye not unequally yoked to-

gether with unbelievers,” 2 Corinthians vi, 14. 2.

_All should be exhorted never to marry without ad- .

vising with some of the more serlous of thelr breth—
ren. :

52. In general a woman ought not to marry

without the consent of her parents. Yet there may
be exceptions. For if, 1, a woman believes it to be

~ her duty to marry, and 1f 2, her parents, absolutely
refuse to let Her marry any Christian, then she may, .
‘nay, ought to, marry without their consent.

- We recognize no other ground for divorce than

that permitted in the word of God—Matt. v, 32,

and Mark x, 11 and 12. Any person guilty of a
26 e
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. violation of this law shall have no place among us
53. Our preachers shall not officiate at the
marriage of any person who is under eighteen years.
of age, unless the parents or guardians be present
or have given written consent, and unless at least
two witnesses, knowing the contracting parties, be
present. They shall in every case refuse to officiate
at the marriage of divorced parties, unless furnished
with satisfactory evidence that the case is such as
would not conflict with the law of divorce recog-
nized in the preceding paragr_aph
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CHAPTER V.
SECRET SOCIETIES.

54 Voluntary associations are not necessarily
2 sinful because they are secret. But secrecy is always
. a ground of suspicion. Evil works instinctively in-
' cline to darkness. Good works grow up in light.
- . God commands us to let our light shine. Even a

~ good cause under the shadow of secrecy invalidates

“its claim to the confidence of open and honest men. |
Grace and guile can havé no affinity. All secrets §
necessary to be kept can be kept without an oath.
A bad institution should not, and a good one need
not, be secret. Philanthropic associations claim-
~ing our co-operation on Christian grounds, must
do so with open face. They must lift the veil while ©
~ demanding our salutation, or we cannot salute them *
by the way. Therefore, all secret societies are to
beeschewed. o

# Any society requiring an oath, afﬁrmatlon ot
f promise of secrecy, as a condition of membership,

is held to be a secret society; and any member

joining or contintting in such, violates his covenant

~ obligations, and shall in due form be excluded
{ from the church; and the preacher shall report
{ that he is excluded for 1nfract10n of our rules and
regulations.
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"CHAPTER VI
TEMPERANCE

- fs5. A spirit of self-denial is indispensable to
the Christian character. A large proportion of the
crime and pauperism of the country is caused by
| strong drink. The Spirit of Christ never leads one
to countenance the use or sale of intoxicating
- liquor as a beverage.
f156. The stewards on all our circuits shall make
provision to use the unfermented juice of the grape
. in celebrating the Lord’s supper. In no case shall
| intoxicating wine be used for this purpose
1 57. Every man of God should break away from

& party trammels, and never knowingly give his vote

or influence to elect any man to office who will use
- his official or personal influence to legalize the
| traffic in intoxicating liquors as a beverage. As
Christians we are bound to do all we can to proh1b1t
= by law this nefarlous traffic.

29
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CHAPTER VIL
THE OFBICIAL BODIES.
SECTION L.

DEPORTMENT AT THE CONFERENCES.

158 It is desired that all things be considered |}
on these occasions as in the immediate presence of
God; that every person speak freely whatever is |
in his heart. While we are conversing, let us have

an especial care to set God always before us. In

the intermediate hours, let us redeem all the time
we can for private exercises. Therein let us give

ourselves to prayer for one another and for a bless-
ing on our labopsid: i =

SECTION II
.. THE GENERAL CONFERENCE.

f159. The general coi;férence shall be'éomposed‘

of the superintendents, and an equal number of min-
isterial and lay delegates belonging to the Free

Methodist church, to be appointed by the annual

conferences, at their respective sessions next pre-
ceding the session of general conference.

fl60. Each annual conference shall be entl-tled to

one ministerial and one lay delegate, and an'addi-

30
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tipnal one of each kind for every eight hundred
members in full connection within the bounds of
the conference. Each annual conference shall be
entitled to one ‘additional ministerial and lay dele-

gate in the general conference, whenever there is

belonging to it an additional fraction’ of six hun-
dred members in full connection. g
161, In electmg delegates to the general con-

ference, the preachers and laymen shall vote sepa-

rately, each branch electing by ballot; the preach-

ers from the elders in full connection ih the con-

ference, and the lay delegates from the members
in full connection in our church within the bounds
of the conference, the de]'Egates to which they are,
respectively entitled. >
162. Whenever two-thirds of the annual confer-
ences shall demand it, the superintendent or super-

_intendents, or, if there be none, the secretary of the

general conference, shall call an extra session of the
| general conference, fixing the date thereof, and the
‘time of assembling, later than the next ensuing ses-
sion of each of the annual conferences.

163. The general conference shall meet on the
second Wednesdmy of June, 1003, and once in four
years thereafter, at such place as it may designate.

{164. At all times, when the general conference
is met, it shall take two-thirds of all the delegates
elected by the annual conferences to form a quorum
to do business; but a smaller number may adjourn
from time to time, until a quorum is obtained.

fl65. One of the general superintendents shaIL

preside in the general conference; but, in case no

general superintendent be present, the general con-
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ference shall elect, by ballot an elder as presulcnt'

pro tem.

166. Each general conference shall elect, by
ballot, one or more general superintendents, a sec-

retary and treasurer, an editor of The Free Metho-
dist, an editor of our Sunday school literature, a

publishing agent and an assistant publishing agent.

The secretary shall continue in office until his suc- §&
cessor is elected, and shall be the custodian of the §
'general conference records and journal.
- 167. The members of the general conferencc B
shall deliberate and vote as one body, nevertheless,

upon a call of one-fourth of the members present
and voting, the house shall divide; and it shall re-

' quire a majority of the ministerial and of the lay
. delegates present to pass any vote, or transact any

busmess.
f168. The general conference shall have {ull

power to make rules and regulations for our church,

under the following limitations and restrictions:

. The general conference shall not revoke, alter,
or change our articles of religion, or the general |
rules of the united societies, or establish any new |
standards or rules of doctrine contrary to our pres-
ent, existing and establishéd standards of doctrine. |

2. They shall not change or alter any part or rule
of our. government, so as to do away with lay dele-
gation, or an itinerant ministry, or general super-
intendency, or the free-seat system in our churches.

3.~ They shall. not have  power to deprive our

preachers or members of e right of trial by A

impartial committee, and of an appeal.
160. Provided, nevertheless, that upon tHe con-
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current recommendation of three-fourths of all the
members of the several annual conferences, who
shall be present and vote on such a recommenda-
tion, -then a majority of two-thirls of the general .
conference succeeding, shall suffice to alter either of
the above restrictions, except the last; and also,
whenever such alteration, or alterations, shall have
been first recommended by two-thirds of the gen-
~eral conference, as soon as three-fourths of the
members of all the annual conferences shall have
concurred as aforesaid, such alteratlon or altera-
‘tions shall take effect.

SECTION IIL
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

f70. The executive committee shall consist of
‘the general superintendents, five traveling elders,
and five laymen, to be elected by the general con-
ference from its members. -

- {71. The executive committee shall meet annu-
ally, and whenever the superintendents or one-third
of the committee shall deem it necessary. A ma-
jority of the members elected shall constltute a
‘quorum for transactmg business.

72. If any vacancy or vacancies occur in the
intervals of the general conference, the remaining
members of the executive committee. may elect
from the elders, or laymen, or both, as the case may
be, belonging to the last general conference, a suf-
~ ficient number to fill such vacancies.

- f173. If any vacancy or vacancies occur in the
superintendency in the intervals of general con-
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(i : I el : ;
ference, the executive committee shall meet together

and elect a superintendent, or superintendents, -who

" shall serve until the ensuing general conference.

74. The executive committee shall constitute
a court of appeals, which shall, if necessary, hold
a session once a year, for the purpose of trying all
appeals that may be taken by any traveling preach-

" ers, from the decision of an annual conference. The
executive committee shall have the power to decide - |

all questions of law referred to it in the intervals of

the general conference. One of the general super-

intendents shall preside at the trial of appeal cases.

Seven members of the committee on appeals shall

constitute a quorum. The executive committee
shall have charge of the publishing interests of the
church, subject to the regulations adopted by -the
general conference of 1882,

See also index, title Executive qunrriittce.

-

SECTION . IV.
"THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE,

75. Each annual conference shall be composed
of all the traveling, supernumerary and superannu-

. ated preachers ‘who hawe been duly received into
~ full connection, WIthm its bounds, and of lay dele- -

gates elected by the several circuits, as prov1ded for
in paragraph 03 (2).
1 75%4. Each circuit shall be entltled to one dele-

gate, and whenever there shall be more than one
preacher traveling upon a circuit, if the preacher or

preachers be members in full connéction in confer-

-ence, the circuit shall he entitled to one additional
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delegate for every such additional preacher, pro-
vided, nevertheless; that in no case shall a preacher
be counted more than once in the election of dele-
gates : :

{176. There shall be the followmg annual con-
ferences, to wit: © The Genesee, the Illinois, the
Susquehanna, the Michigan, the Kansas, the Min- .
nesota and Northern Iowa, the New York, the
Iowa, the Wisconsin, the North Michigan, the
‘Ohio, the Central Illinois, the Texas, the Missouri,
the West Kansas, the South Dakota, the Pittsburg,
the California, the East Michigan, the Louisiana,
the Oregon, the West Iowa, the Wabash, the Colo-
rado, the North Minnesota, the North Indiana, the

Nebraska, the Southern California, the Arkansas e

~and Southern Missouri, the Columbia River, the
Washington, the Platte River, the Western On-
tario, the Eastern Ontario, the Kentucky and Ten-
nessee, the North Dakota; the Qil City, the Okla-
homa and such others as may be organized as here-
inafter provided.

1 77. Whenever a new society shall be organized
near the boundary line between any two confer-
ences and the conference in whose territory the
new society is located shall have no organized work
within forty miles of said new society, such new so-
~ ciety shall be permitted to decide for itself to which

conference it shall belong. - - i

"{178. Each annual conference shall appoint the
place, and, with the concurrence of the superin-
tendents, the time of its own sessions. If for any
reason’a conference cannot be held at the place ap-
pomted the deternnnatlon of th(. place qhdll be left
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with the district elders and the secretary of the laqt
conference. s

{20 e € ) o the absence of the superintendent,
or of the elder whom he may have appointed, they
shall elect, by ballot, an elder from their own num-
ber, to preside. (2) And they shall elect a secretary
who shall fecord in a suitable book the proceed-

~ings of the annual conference, and send said record
to the general conference for examination.

f80. The ministers and laymen composing the
annual conference shall deliberate and vote as one
body: but at the call of one-fourth of all the mem-
bers present and voting, the house shall divide, and
the ministers and laymen vote separately; and it

- shall require a majority of both branches to con-
stitute a vote of the conference. -

181. The territory embraced by, each annual
conference shall be divided into districts; and over
each. of these one of the elders shall be appomted
by the conference as district elder.

182. The district elders and an equal number of
laymen to be elected by ballot the first day of
the session, together with the president of the con-
ference, shall constitute a stationing committee, of
which the president shall be chairman, and have a

L casting vote. No person who is recommended to
the annual conference to be received on trial,
3 ~ though acting as a delegate, shall be eligible to
.. serve on the stationing committee. It shall be the
§ duty of the stationing committee to appoint the
preachers to their several fields of labor. No preach-
er shall be appointed to the same circuit more than
three years in succession except in the case of ap-
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pomtments among forelgn speakmg or colored peo
ple. |

183 It shall be the duty of each. annual con-
ference having claimants, .to appoint a committee
at each annual session on claimants and claims,
composed of the president of the conference, two
ministers and two laymen nominated by the presi-
dent and elected by the conference. No minister
shall be placed on the superannuated list without
‘having first been recommended by this committee.
It shall also be the duty of this committee, at the
session during which it serves, to report as to who
are claimants and to estimate the amount necessary
for their support for the ensuing year, subject to
the approval of the conference, which shall forward
the same to the secretary of the board of claimants.

184. An annual conference may, upon the
unanimous recommendation of the stationing com-
mittee, leave a preacher without an appointment.

185.  Any preacher so left without an appoint-
ment two years in succession, may be located by
vote of the annual conference.

1 86. When a preacher is located, or discontinued
by an annual conference, the stationing committee
shall fix the place of his membership. |

87. A preacher'may be appointed to a circuit
without having charge of the same; in such cases
the administration of the circuit shall devolve upon
the district elder and the official board.

f 83. Each annual conference shall inquire—

- What are the names of preachers and dele
gates having a seat in this conference?
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Who are the stationing committee?

2,
3. What préachers are admitted on trial?
& 4. Who remain on trial? _
i e Who are admitted into full connection?
l; 6. Who are the deacons? .
1 + 97, Who have been elected and ordamed elders
h * this year?. i '

8. Who have Ioeated this year?
9 Who are the supernumerary preachers?
- Who are the superannmted or ‘worn-out

preaehers?l | :

11. Who have been received by transfer and :
from what conference? ; -

12. Who have withdrawn from the conference
this year? - |

13. Who have been given certificates of good
standing with a view to transfer to another confer-
ence?* “
1 14. Are all the preachers blameless in - life and
| conversation? Have they, during the past year,
{ - discharged their duties to God, themselves, and
§  one another, as required by sections 6, 7 and 8,
' chapter viii, of the Discipline?t

- 15. 'Who have died this year? . -

16. What is the number of church members’

17. Amount collected for conference claimants?
- For the superintendents? For general missions?
- For the annual conference missionary fund? For
foreign mlssxons7’ For educatlonal fund?

ERTn e PEF .
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*It shall be the duty of the confcrence 1ece1v1ng a preacher

by transfer to notify the secretary of the Lonference from
which he was transferred of his reception.

. TLet the president call attention to SC(‘tl()rlS 6, 7 and 8 of
; clmptel viii, of the Discipline:
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18. Number of Sunday schools? Of officers and
teachers? Of scholars? Of volumes in library?

19. What has been expended during the year,
on the circuits for Sabbath school purposes?

How many cop1es of the Free Methodlst are.

dLen?' = g |
o 2duANNNGt amounts are nececssary"[or the super-
annuated preachers, and the w1d0ws and orpham
of 1)z'e:3|.c11el‘sP | ; _
22, At the session next precedmg the session of
the general conference, the question slldll be asked

—What amount is necessary for us to raise towards
defraying the expenses of delegates to the general

conference? -
23. What has been collected on the fmcgomur
‘clccounts and how has it been applied?

24. Where are the preachers stationed this ycar?'

25. ‘Where, and wllen, shall our next confcrencc
be held? - ERl

We recommend our people to observe the 1<r1day_
preceding each annual and general confereuce as a

day of fastlng and prayer.

See index, title, Conferences.

SECTION V.
THE QUARTERLY CONFERENCE.

8qy i1 The quarterly conference shall be com-
posed of the traveling preachers and the members
of the official boards of the district.

2. Four sessions of the quartcrly conference’

T e
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shall be held each year, in connectlon wpth the gen-

: «eral quarterly meetings, at such- times and. places -
as it may designate.

3. The district elder shall be pre51dent of the
N quarterly conference, and in his absence the quar-
i terly conference shall elect one of 1ts members to
? ~ preside. '

4. A secretary shall be elected by ‘the. quar-
terly conference, who shall keep a faithful record
b of its proceedings, and shall send the said record’to
| the annual conference for its examination.

5. The quarterly conference shall (1) hear com-
plaints, (2) try appeals, (3) grant and renew licenses
to preach, (4) and recommend suitable persons to
the annual conference to be employed as traveling

- preachers. No person shall be licensed as a local
preacher until he has been previously licensed as
“an exhorter and has been recommended by the of-
ficial board of the circuit to which he belongs, and
‘until he has first been examined by the quarterly
conference, or district elder, in regard to his piety,
his soundness in doctrine, his gifts, and his useful-
ness.. No one shall be licensed until satisfactory
answers are given to all the questions found in

i section xix, Chap. viii: “Of the examination of
¥ ‘those who think they are moved by the Holy Ghost
& to preach.” (5) The quarterly conference shall also,
! in connection with the district elder, appoint and
iy hold camp meetings as the interests of the ‘cause of
it God may require.
r{'%i ' See also index, title, Conferences,
|
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ORDER OF BUSI'\TESS FOR QUARTERLY CO‘\IFERENCES

f90. 1. Conference called to order by the dis-
trict elder, or, in his absence; by the secretary,

2. Devotional exercises.

3. Calling the roll. (At the ﬁrst session of the
conference year, a secretary should be elected
and the roll made out and then called.)

4. Reading the minutes of the previous session. -

5. Are all the local deacons and elders blame-
less in life and faithful in the performance of their
ministerial office ( 125)? The name of each local

~deacon and elder should be separately called anq

his character passed. *t

6. Are there any rec'ommendations for local
~ preachers’ license? (f 89. (5.)
- 7. Are there any recommendations for evangel-

ists’ license? (f 128, (1. )

8. Are there any licenses to be renewed?

9. Are there any suitable persons to be recom-
1i1ended to the annual conference to be employed as

traveling preachers?*

10. Are there any recommendations of local
preachers to the annual conference for ordination
as deacons or elders? (f 123, 124.)*T

i1, Are there any complaints? (f 89, (5.)

12. Are there any appeals? (f 8o, (5.)

13. Shall we hold any camp meetmgs this year?
If so, how many? when? where?

14. Appointment of committees.

[

*At the last session of the year only.

tPreachers should retire while their characters or thelr .

llccnseb are under consideration.

]
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L
15. Report of c01nm1ttees

#16. Unfinished business (not to be asked at the

> . tv . ..
. 17. Report of preach'ers on condition of their cir-

~cuits and on Sunday schools. (f 141, (3.)

18. New business. .
19. Financial report of the district elder.

- 20. Fix place and time for holding the next ses- ‘
- sion of the quarterly conference. (f 89, (5.)

- 21. Reading of the mlnutes
- Adjournment.

SECTION VI.
OFFICIAL MEETING.

f o1. 1. An official meeting, composed of the pas-

tors, local preachers, exhorters, evangelists, stew-

ards, class leaders, Sunday-school superintendents
who are members of our church and belong on the
circuit, and trustees of church property when such
trustees are members of our church on the circuit
where the church property is located, shall be held
in each circuit once a month whenever practicable.
2. The preacher in charge shall be chairman of
the official meeting, except as provided for in { 97,
and in his absence a chairman shall be elected.
3. A secretary and treasurer shall be elected by
the official board. The secretary shall keep in a

suitable book, provided for that purpose, faithful -

minutes of the proceedings of the official board,
and also of the meetings of the circuit and shall
properly record all marriages and baptisms. The
treasurer shall keep a record of all money raised
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on the circuit for religious purposes, and of the

manner in which the same was expended, and give

a full report of the same at the annual circuit meet-

ing.

itual and temporal interests of the &jrcuit.
ORDER OF BUSINESS FOR OFFICIAL MEETING.

FQ2avit, Devot1onal exercises.

2. Calling of the roll.,

3. Reading of the minutes of the prevzous meet-
ing. : iy -

4. Inquire, Are there any sick?

5. Are there any poor needing help?

6. Are there any whose probation has expired?

2. Are there any Walkmg disorderly and who
will not be reproved?

8. Are there any recommendatlons from the SO-
ciety for exhorter’s license?* :

0. Are there any exhorters’ licenses to be re-

newed? s

10. ‘Are there any exhorters to be recommended
for local preacher’s license?

11. Have the collections been taken as ordered
by the conference? :

r2. What amount has been ra1sed for pastoral -

support?
13, What amount has been raised for the dlstrlct
elder’s claim? .
14. What amount has been raised for re11g1ous
purposes, and how has it been applied?

il

*No person should be licensed to exhort wnhout a recom- -

mendation from the society of which he is a membet‘

4. The ofﬁcia_l' board shall look after the spi-r* |

b i e
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15. Is there any money. in the treasury?

16. Are there any claims to be presented?

17. Is there any unfinished business, or are there
any committees to report? "

18, Is there any new business, or are there any .
committees to be appointed?
' 19. Are there any vacancies in the board of trusf'
B tees? : it
' 20. Is the title of the church property secure?
o - 21. Is the church property insured?
? 22, Reading of the minutes.
: - 23.  Adjournment.

: S'ECT'IION VIIL.

CIRCUIT MEETING.

f03. 1. Every circuit shall have, within three
months prior to the session of the annual confer-
‘ence to which it belongs, an annual circuit meet-
ing, of which the preacher in charge shall be chair-
man, and the secretary of the official board shall
be secretary. Such circuit meeting shall be an-.
-nounced in each society at least ten days before said
meeting shall be held. AHead
2. At this meeting the members of the church
in full connection on the circuit, shail elect, by
ballot, one or more of their number to represent
them in the annual conference according to the
- provisions of patagraph 75%. No person on trial in
an annual eon[erenee shall be eligible to election as
1 | a delegate, | |
5;' | 3. The annual circuit meeting - shall elect by
ballot, not less than three, nor more than nine stew-
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irds for the circuit, who shall hold their office for
one year, or until others shall be ‘elected in their

place. Any vacancy may be filled at any regular
society meeting. i
4. At this meeting there shall be a full - report "

B |

presented by the trustees of the church prOperty-
See paragraph 204. | , .

5. The preacher in charge of a circuit, of in his
absence or refusal to do it, a majority of the official
board, may call a meeting of the circuit, whenever
in their Judgment the mterests of the church re-
qunc it :

SECTION VIIL
SOCIETY MEETING.

104. 1. The society meeting shall be composed :
of all the members of our church who meet to-
gether statedly in one place for worship.

2. The preacher in charge shall be chairman of
the society meeting; and a record of its proceed-
ings shall be kept by a secretary elected for that
purpose.

3. It shall be the duty of the soc1ety meeting to
recommend suitable persons for exhorters’ and
cvangelists’ licenses, and for band workers; to fill
vacancies in its board of stewards, elect Sunday-
school superintendents; to select persons to act as a
committee in case of the trial of members; decide
the propriety of incorporating; elect trustees sub-
ject- in all cases to the statutes of the state, terri-
‘tory or country in which the society is located,
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CHAPTER VIIL
' OFFICERS AND MINISTERS.

SECTION I
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS.

f95. The general conference shall elect by bal-
lot one or more traveling elders as general superin-
tendents, to remain in office during the four years
following, or until others shall be appointed. |
f96. It shall be the duty of.the supermtendent
1. To travel through the connection at large.
2. To'oversee the spiritual and temporal interests -

‘of our church, and to labor to promote its purity, -

peace and prosperity.
3. To establish new societies.
4. To ‘receive and suspend preachers, accordmff

~ to the provisions of the Discipline.

5. To change preachers from one district to an-

- other, where the districts are presided over by dif-

ferent elders, with the consent of the preacher to be

/ removed and of the district elders, and a majo'rity

‘of the official board of the circuit from which he 13

to be removed.

o transfer a preacher from one conference to
another, with the consent of the preacher and of the
conference to which he is transferred, and, in the

| 1nterv_els of the sessions of the conference, with the

46
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consent of the district elders of the conference to
which he is transferred; provided, that no preacher
shall be transferred to another conference without
a certificate of his good standing and general ac-
u,ptlblllty, given by his annual or quartealy con-
fmcnce } :

7. To form new confcrences in the intervals of
general conference, as the wants of the work may
demand, subject to the approval of the general con-
ference. Provided, that no new conference shall be
formed: without the consent of the conference
whose territory is affected, and also, without the
consent of at least two-thirds of the l:rgembers of
the ‘executive committee; provided, also, that no
new conference shall be organized with less than
‘five preachers in full connection and one hundred
members in full connection within its bounds.

8. To preside at the sessions of the general con-
ference, the executive committee, the annual con-
ferences; and at the trial of appeals taken from
quarterly or annual conferences, and to decide all
questions of law therein, subjecf to an appeal to
the general conference.

9. To report their: labors and the state of the _
work to the general conference, and annually to the
executive committee, such report to be published in
the church paper.

0. The general supermtendents shall estimate
the amount necessary to pay the expenses of dele-
gates to the general conference, and shall appor-
tion the same among the several conferenceq Any
annual conference dcﬁuen‘t_ in its apportionment
shall have such deficit deducted from the amount

e 50
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appropriated for the expenses of its delegates to
the general conference. _

11. The superintendents shall be amenable to
the general conference for the discharge of their
official duties, and for their Christian conduct to the
annual conferences to whlch they respectlvely be-

long.

See. ind'ex, title, General S'uper'intenden'té.

' SECTION 1I.

DISTRICT ELDERS

1 97. It shall be the duty of the district elder——
1. To look after the spiritual and temporal in-
terests of our church within his district; to take the

charge of all circuits without a preacher and the

'over51ght of the work on his dzstr1ct accordmg to

the Discipline.

2. To see that every part of the D1sc1p11ne 15
duly enforced.

3. To visit every c:1rcu1t on his district whenever
he may judge it expedient. The district elder is
especially directed and required to visit any circuit
in his district, when so requested by the official
board, in case of any dispute or dlfﬁculty, or any

_ emergency that may arise. In such cases he shall

have power to call an official, somety or cu‘cult
meeting, and to preside over the same. ‘
The circuit sending for him shall pay his travel-

ing expenses.

4. To hold four general qualterly meetings in lns
district during ecach year.,

5. To hold quarterly meetings once in three
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months in each circuit within his district, and to
labor as an evangelist within his district, if in the
~ juigment of the annual conference the cause of
' ‘God can be best served thereby. He shall also
‘make a.statement of the growth and progress of

the work on the district at each general quarterly

- ImeeHngls
6. When a district has a traveling district elder
he may hold an official, circuit, or society meeting

on each circuit, in connection with his quarterly.

meetings.

7. To appoint, receive, suspend and change
preachers in his district or districts in the intervals

of the conference. Provided, he shall not change
any preacher contrary to his wishes unless by the
request of two- th:rds of the members of the cir-
cuit. : '

be proposed to build any church or parsonage

within the bounds of his district are properly made -
out and recorded, or that a good and sufficient

bond or contract is given for such deed before such
building is begun. |
9. To give the supermtendent all the necessary
‘information of the state of his district. _ .
10. The district elder shall not have power to

“employ a preacher that has been rejected by the

annual conference, thhout permlssmn of said con-
ference.
11, The dxstrlct elder may, w1th the consent of

the preacher in charge, and the official board, divide
a circuit in the intervals of the annual conference,

if the interest of the work require it.

8, T_o- see that deeds of lands upon which it may,
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12. No district elder shall preside over the same

" district in.the same conference ~more than four

years in succession. =

13. Traveling district elders shall be elected by
ballot in open conference, without debate.
'14. Stationed district elders shall be nominated
by ballot by the stationing committee, and electéd

by ballot in open conference, without debate.

_15. In case there should be a vacancy in the officc
of district elder during the intervals of the sessions
of any annual conference, the president of the con-

. ference or his successor shall have power to fiil

such vacancy, subject to the approval of the ensu-

ing quarterly conference of the district.

16. Whenever in the judgment of an annual con-
ference the interests of the work can be best sub-

~ served thereby, the same district elder may be ap-
pointed to more than one district at the same time.

17. The district elder shall be a member of the
quarterly conference on the district which he
serves; and, in case he be appointed to two or more
districts, the stationing committee shall fix his
quarterly conference relation.

18. The district elder shall be supported by the
circuit to which he is appomted unless he devotes
all his time in labors as an evangelist, as provided
for above, in which case he shall receive His sup-
port from the district, each circuit contributing its

proportion, as agreed upon in the quarterly confer-
ence.

‘See index,"title, District Elder.
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SECTION IIL
ELDERS AND DEACONS.

8. Traveling Elders: 1. Every traveling dea-
" con shall exercise that office two years before he 1S

~ cligible to the office of elder, except in the case of

" missions, when the conference shall have authority
(o elect him to the elder’s office sooner if they judge
it expedient. A traveling deacon shall be consti-
tuted a traveling elder by the election of a ma-
jority of the conference and by the Jaying on of
the hands of the president and some of the elders

present, after having passed a satisfactory examina-
tion in the required course of study. |

2. It iathe Iduty of an elder to administer bap-

tiem and the Lord’s supper, to officiate in marriage

ceremonies and all parts of divine worship, and,
when appointed to a charge, to perform all the du-
ties of a traveling preacher.. : b

 99. Traveling Deacons: I. A minister who has
been employed in the regular itinerant work for
{wo successive years after his reception on trial, and
"who has passed a satisfactory examination inlthe
required course Of study, may be constituted a

traveling deacon by the election ‘of 'a majority of the

conference, and the laying on of the hands of the
president, N - Pl |

2. Tt is the 'du_ty of a deacon to baptize, to offi-
ciate in marriage ceremonies, to assist the elder in

administering the Lord's supper and, when ap-,

3
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pointed to a charge, to perform all the duties of a
traveling preacher.* -

100. No elder or deacon who ceases to travel,
without the consent of the annual conference, certi-

fied under the hand of the president of the confer-

ence, except in case of sickness, 1nab111ty, or other

‘unavoidable circumstances, shall on any account,

exercise the peculiar functions of his office, or even'
be allowed to preach among us; nevertheless, the

final determination in all such cases is with the an-
nual conference.

SECTION 1IV.
RECEIVING PREACHERS FROM OTHER DENOMINATIONS.

101: 1. Mlmsters from other evangelical churches

who desire fo unite with our church, may be re-

ceived according tc our usages, on condition of

~their giving satisfactory answers to the questions
‘which we propose to our own members and minis-

ters before receiving them into full connection, and
of their giving satisfaction to an annual conference
of their being in orders, and of their agreement with
us in doctrine, discipline, government and usages;
provided the conference is also satisfied with their

gifts, graces and usefulness.

2. Every minister, whether local or 1t1nerant
whose ordination is recognized hy an annual con-
ference, shall be entitled to a -parchment from the

precudent of the conference certlfymg the fact of
his ordmatlon '

*No unord'uned preqcher of the Free Methodist church
-.-shall be autherized to solemnize the manlage ceremony.
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SECTION V. . -

RECEPTION OF PREACHERS, T .

 102. A preacher may be received on trial by an
‘annual conference after passing a satisfactory ex-
amination in the prescribed course of study, and
“after having been duly recommended by a quarterly.
conference, and when so received he shall receive
from the annual conference a certificate of his re-
lation, signed by the president and secretary. But
the requirements of this paragraph shall not be so -
fully enforced as to preclude the reception of a per- '

son converted or called to preach in middle life,
~who, in the judgment of the annual conference, is
possessed of natural gifts and graces such as to
promise at least a fair degree of success in the.
work of God; such exceptions in all cases to follow
the unanimous recommendation of the statlonmg
commlttee..

103. A traveling preacher may be received into
full connection after having been employed in the
regular itinerant work two sticcessive years sub-
sequent to his’ receptlon on trial by an annual con-
ference, and. after passing a satisfactory examina- N
tion in the required course of study, and giving b
satisfactory answers  to the followmg questions,
namely: e | : -
Have you faith in Christ? .

Have you present assurance of sins forgiven?
Do you believe in Christian perfection?
Have you attained to this rich experience in

-

N N
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your own heart? (If not,) are you groaning after

lt? ' 5 | ol : "

. 5. Are you resolved to devote yourself wholly

to God and his work? .
6. Do you know the general 1;1.11@&;p Do you kéep

them? '
7. Do you regularly attend the sacrarnfentP
8. Have you read our Discipline? '

0. Are you wzllmg to conform to it?

\ 10. Have you considered the rules for a preacher?
1. Will you keep them for conscience™ sake?
12, Are you determined to employ all your time

in the work of God?

13. Will you endeavor not to speak too long nor
- too loud?

14. Will you dlllgently instruct the clnldren n
every place? :
15. Will you visit from house to house?

16, Will you recommend fasting, or abstinence,
both by precept and example?
17. “Are you in debt?

F

SECTION VI.

RULES FOR A PREACHER'S CONDUCT.

1 104. %e diligent. Never be unemployed; never
be triflingly employed. Never trifle away time;
neither spend any more time at any phce than is
strictly | necessary.

Be serious. Let your motto be, Holiness to the

Lord. Avoid all lightness, jesting and foolish talk-
ing, '

e, S
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Converse sparmgly and conduct yourself plu-
dently with women. 1 Tim. v, 2. ' - :

Take no step toward marriage without first con-
sulting your brethren. ' -

Believe evil of no one wuhout good ewdence
unless you see it done, take heed how you credit it.
Put the best construction on everything You know
- the judge is always supposed to be on the prlsoner S
side.

Speak evil of no one, because your word, espe-
~cially, would eat as doth a canker. Keep your

thoughts within your own breast, t111 you come to |

the person concerned.

‘Tell every one under your care what you think
wrong in his conduct or temper, and that lovingly
and. plainly as soon as may be; else it will fester
in your heart. Make all haste to cast the fire out
of your bosom. | e
- Avoid all affectation. A preacher of the gospel
is the servant of all. e

- Be ashamed of nothing but sin.

Be punctual. Do everything exactly at the time.
‘And do not mend our rules, but keep them; not

- for wrath, but for conscience’s sake.

You have nothing to do but to save souls; there-

fore, spend and be spent in this work; and go al- :

ways not only to those who need you, but to those
who need you most.

Observe: it is not only your business to preach
S0 many times, and to take care of this or that so-
ciety, but to save as many as you can; to bring as

many sinners as you can to repentance and with

o gl your power to build them up in that holiness

e, AR P - o =
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‘without which they cannot see the L01d And re- -
member that a Free Methodist preacher is to mind
every point, great and small, in the Free Methodist
Discipline! Therefore, you w;ll need to exercise
all the sense and grace you have
- Act in all things not according to your own will,
' but_as a son in the gospel. As such it is your duty
to employ your time in the manner in which we
direct: in preaching, and visiting from house to
house; in reading, meditation and prayer. Above
all, if you labor with us in the Lord’s. vineyard, it
is needful that you should do that part of the work
which we advise, at those times and places which
we judge most for his glory. i
1 105. The following, smaller advices may be of
Hse s | T i ' o
Be sure to never disappoint a congregation.
Begin at the time appointed. o
Let your deportment be serious, weighty and sol-
emn, -
Always suit your subject to your audience.
Choose the plainest texts you can.
Take care not to ramble, but keep to the text, and'
make out what you take in hand.
- Avoid everything awkward or affeétecl, in yoﬁr |
gesture, phrase or pronunciation. * it
Do not usually pray more than eight or ten min-
utes, at most, without intermission. :
'Frequwtly read and enlarge upon a portion of
scripture; and young preachers should often ex-
; hort without taking a text. -
8% . Always avail yourself of thc great festlvals by
' preaching on the occasion.
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- SECTION VII.

QUALIFICATION OF PREACHERS

T[ 106. A preacher is to be quahﬁed for his -~ B
Lharge, by walking closely with God, and having his - *
- work greatly at heart; and by understandmg and -~ 8
loving discipline, ours in particular.

{ 107. We should frequently ask each other the
following questions: .

Do you walk closely with God? ‘Have you now
fellowship with the Father and the Son? At what
hour do you rise? Do you punctually observe the
morning and eveéning hours of retirement? Do
you spend thé day in the manner which the con-
ference advises? Do you converse_se'rious]y, use-
fully and closely? ' ' -

To be more particular, you should use all the
means of grace yourself, and enforce the use of
them on all other persons. 4 '

They are either instituted or prudential.

The instituted are: _ ‘ .

- 1. Prayer—private, family and public; consist- "
~ing of deprecation, pet1t1on, 1ntercess1on and thanks-
giving.

Do you use each of these? Do you forecast daily,
wherever you are, to secure time for private: devo-
tion? -Do you practice it everywhere? Do you ask
-everywhere, Have you family prayer? Do you ask
individuals, Do you use private prayer every morn-
ing, and evening in particular? |

2, Searching the sulptureq—readlng regularly,
some part. every day; regularly, all the Bible 1n or-

31
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der; ICle‘C[Lll.]y,' with notés; seriously, with p_ray'cr
before and after; fruitfully, immediately practicing
what you learn there. Meditating at set times and

. by rule. Hearing the word every opportunity, with

prayer, before, at, after.. Have your Bible a‘IWays
about you. ' _ | ' _

3. The Lord’s supper. Do you use this at every
opportunity? With solemn prayer before? With
dclil)crate self-devotion? : .

4. Fasting. Do you use as much dbstmence and .
fasting every- week as your health, strength, and_
labor will permit? _ '

5. Christian conference. Are you convinced how

important and difficult it is to order your conversa-.

tion aright? Is it always with grace, seasoned with
salt, meet to minister grace to the hearers? Do

you converse too long at a time? Is not ‘an hour

commonly enough? Would it not be well always

. to have.a determined end in v1ew and pray before

and after? :
‘The prudential means we may use either as Chris-
tians, as Free Methodists, or as preachers. ' ;
As Christians, what- particular rules have you in
order to grow in grace? What arts of holy living?
As Free Methodists, do you never miss your class?
As preachers, have you thoroughly considered your
duty? Are you conscientious in executing every
part of it? Do you meet each society and its lead-

'erS? _- _" _ *

These means may be used without fruit. But
there are some means which cannot; namely—
watching, denying ourselyes, taking .up our cross
and living always as in the presence of God.
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Do you 'stea‘d‘ily watch against the world? - Your-

- self?. Your besetting sin? Do you deny yourself

every useless pleasure of sense, imagination, honor?
Are you temperate in all things? Instance, in

food? Do you use only that kind and that degree

which is best both for body and soul? Do you see
the necessity of this? Do you eat no more at each

- meal than is necessary? Are you not heavy or

drowsy after dinner? Do you use only that kind
and degree of drink which is best both for the body
and soul? Do you choose and use water for your
common drink? And only take wine medicinally
or sacramentally? Wherein do you take up your
cross daily? Do you cheerfully bear your cross,
however grievous to nature, as a gift of God, and
labor to profit thereby? Do you endeavor to set
God always before you? To see his eye continually
fixed upon you? Never can you use these means
but a blessing will ensue. And the more you use:
them, the more you will grow in grace.

See index, title, Preachers.

SECTION VIIL.
DUTiEs 'OF PREACHERS IN CHARGE,

1 108. . The duties of a preacher who has the
charge of a circuit are, to receive and dismiss mem-

‘bers according to the Discipline.

To see that the other preachers in his circuit be-

~have well, and need nothing.

To examine .each of the leaders concernmg his
method of leading his class, observe which leaders
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are the most IUbCfUI and have these meet the ‘other

"classes as often as possible, and see that all the

leaders are persons not only of sound ]udgment
but truly devoted to God. (See alsq M 131 (4.)
To hold watch-nights; and love-feasts, and to see

~ that the sacrament is '1dm11115tered at least once in

three months.
To take care that every soc1ety is duiy supplled

‘with books.

To take an exact account of all members in the
societies of their respective circuits, keeping the
names of all local elders, deacons, and preachers,’
properly distinguished, and deliver such account to
the annual conference, that theu number  may be
printed in the minftesis i ol

To give an account of his circuit every quarter
to the quarterly conference of the district.
 To report to the society at least once a quarter,
the names of those who have been received into the
church, or excluded therefrom during the quarter,
also the names of those who have been received or
dismissed by certificate, and those who have died
or withdrawn from the church.

To make a regular catalogue of the societies in
towns and cities, giving the residence of each mem—

. ber by street and number.

To leave his sticcessor a. particular account of the -
circuit, including an account of the subscrlber., for
our periodicals.

"To enforce v1g01ously, but calmly, all the rules
of the society. :

As soon as there are four beheve1s 1n any place-
to put them into a class
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To meet the societies and classes; to vicic the
sick; to visit all members and probationers on his
circuit, at least once in three months, and all mem-
bers of his congregation whenever praciicable; to
preach out of doors wherever an attentive congre-
gation can be found; to raise money for the pur-
- chase of tracts and attend to their distribution upon
his -circuit; to see that all the collections ordered
by the conference are raised in full. All members
shall pay their claims for the entire year to the
circuit from which they were last reported to an
annual conference. ' -

To warn all, from time to time, that none are
to remove from one circuit to ‘another without a.
certificate from the preacher in charge, in these
words: | _ | Sl

“A. B., the bearer, wishing to remove from this
society, we hereby cerfify that. . .. 1s an -accept-
able ‘member of the Free Methodist church in...... <« 1§
and cordially commend...... to the Free Methodist ' 1
chistchiiny i ,or in any other place. When ad- i
mitted to another society his membership in this
society shall cease. This certificate is good for one
year only, unless renewed.”* Inform them that
~without such a certificate, they will not be recelved
‘into the church in other places.

When a pastor gives a certificate of membcrslup

- with a view to transferring a member to another
society, he shall at once notify the pastor of the
society to whichthe certificate is addressed that
such certificate has been given. '

—

*The perqon holding tlns certificate remains. a member
of the society by which it was given until the certificate has
been deposited in another society,

I
|
|
I
| ‘
|
I
I
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L 'my of our members live at a great dlstance
irom the class to which they belong and are ungble
to attend, they shall, once a quarter, send to the
leader or preacher their testimony as to their re-

ligious state. If they fail to do this, or to pay their

conference claims, they may at the end of one year
be recorded on the register as “Removed without
a letter.” If such person afterwards claims his
membership, the official board may restore it. A
member. holding a certificate shall be amenable to -
the circuit from which the certificate was taken
until the certificate is rcceived in another place.
After the certificate has been handed in on another

- circuit, he shall be responsible.for his conduct dur-

ing the time he held the certificate to the circuit

~ which he shall have joined. It shall be the duty

of the preacher receiving such. certificate of mem-
bership to notify the preacher in charge of the cir-
cuit from which the certificate was given, in these
words: “You are hereby notified that A. B. has
been duly enrolled as a member of this church upon.
a certificate issued from the church of which you
are a pastor, signed ...... i

To recommend ev erywhere decency and cleanll-
ness. - .

To read the rules of the society, with the ald of
the other preachers, once.a year in every congrega-
tion, and once a quarter in every society.

"To see that the trustees are duly elected accord-
ing to the law of the state; and that the real estate
belonging to the church is duly 'secured accordmg
to law. |

To see that no steps be -taken'involvin'g the cir-
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cuit in’ ﬁnanc1a1 hablhty, w1thout the consent of the
official board. | |

To see that a fast be held in every society in his
circuit, on the Friday precedmg every quarterly
meetmg :

To execute all the rules fully and strenuously -
against all frauds, and particularly against dishonest
insolvencies; suffering none to remain in our
church, on any account, who are found gullty there-
of.

 100. During the sittings of the conferen'ces all
appointments should - stand according to the plan
of the circuit. Engage as many local preachers and
exhorters as will supply them; and pay them for
their time in proportion to the allowance of the
traveling preachers. If preachers and exhorters
cannot attend, let some person of ability be ap-
pointed in every society to sing, pray and read one
of Mr. Wesley’s sermons. But if that cannot be
done, let there be prayer meetings.

See index, title, Preachers and Sunday Schools.

SECTION IX.
MATTER AND MANNER OF PREACHING.

 110. The best general method of preaching is:
1. To convince. 2. To offer Christ. 3. To invite.
4. To build up. And to do this in some measure in_
_every sermon. |

i 111. The most effectual way of - preachmg_
Christ is to preach him in all his offices, and to
declare his law, as well as his gospel, both to be-
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lievets 'm(l unbcllevcrs l et us stlongly and closely

_insist upon inward and Ollt\wdld holiness in all its
~ branches. ' '

. SECTION X.
W HERE TO P’REACH._

 112. We do not deem it advisable to preach in
as many places as we can without forming societies.
We have made the trial in various places, and that
for a considerable length of time. In all cases the
seed has fallen by the wayside. There is scarcely
any fruit remaining. L

1. We should endeavor to preach most where
there is the greatest number of quiet and willing
hearers, and where there is most fruit.

2. - We ought diligently to observe in what places
God is pleased at any time to pour otit his Spirit
more abundantly; and at that time to send more
laborers than usual into that part of the harvest.

SECTION XI.

' PASTORAL VISITATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF PRA(‘—

TICAL REL IGION

T 113. We should endeavor 'to assist those under
our care, and to aid in the salvation of souls by in- .
structing them in their own homes. What unspeak-
able need there is of this! | |

- We can but just touch on a few particulars. How
little faith is there among even professing Chris-
tians! How little communion with God! How lit-
tle living in heaven, walking as for eternity, dead-

ness to every creature! How much love of the
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world, desire of pleasure, of ease, of getting money!
How little brotherly love! What continual judging
one another! What gossiping, evil-speaking, tale-
Dearingl-What want of moral honesty! To instance
only one particular: who does as he would be done
by in buying and selling? o
- Family religion is wanting in many branchee |
And what avails public preaching alone, though we
could preach like angels? We must, yea, every
traveling preacher must instruct the people from
house to house. '
Our relxglon is not sufficiently deep, or universally
umform It is superficial, partial, uneven. It will
be go unt11 we spend half as much time in this visit-
ing, as we now do in talking uselessly. .- Can we
. find a better method of doing this than Mr. Bax-
ter's? If not, let us adopt it without delay. His
whole tract, entitled The Reformed Pastor, is well
worth a careful perusal. Speaking of this visiting
from house to house, he says, “We shall find many
hindrances, both in ourselves and the people.”
1. In ourselves there is much dullness and lazi-
ness, so that there will be much ado to get us to be
faithful in the work. |
2. Some of us have a foolish bashfulness - We
know not how to begin, and b]ush to contradict the
devil. :
3. But the greater hmdrance is weakness of
faith.. Our whole motion is weak, because the
spring of it is weak. Mol

4. Lastly, we are unskllled in the work. How
few know how to deal with men so as to get within
them, and suit all our discourse to their several
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conditions and tempers; to choose the fittest sub-
ject, and follow them with a holy mixtur_e‘ of serious-
ness, terror, love, and meekness!

Undoubtedly this private application is implied

in, those solemn words of the apostle: I charge 3

thee before God and the Lord Jesus Chl‘lSt who |
shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing, . |
preach the word; be instant in season, out of sea-
son; reprove, rebuke, exhort,_ with all longsuffer-
ing.” : _
O, brethren, if we but could set this werk on foot
in all our congregations, and prosecute it zealously,
what glory would redound to God! If the com-
mon lukewarmness were banished, and every shop
and every house were busied in speaking of the
word and works of God, surely God would dwell
in' our habitations, and make us his delight. i
 114. It is objected, I. *'This will take up so :
much time we shall not have leisure to follow our
studies.” We answer, 1I. Gaining knowledge.is a
good thlng, but saving souls is better. By this very
thing you will gain the most excellent knowledge,

' that of God and eternity. 2. You will have time

for gaining other knowledge too. Only sleep no
more than you need; “and never be idle or triflingly
employed.” But, 3. If you can do but one, let your

| studies alone. We ought to throw by all the libra-

ries of the world, rather than be guilty of the loss
of one soul.

It is objected, II. “The people will not submit to
it.” 1f some will not, others will.  And all the .

-success with them will repay all your labors. O, let

us herein follow the example of St. Paul! 1. For
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our general business, Serving the Lord with all
humility of mind. 2. Odr special work, Take heed
to yourselves and to all the flock. 3. Our doctrine,
Repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jests
Christ. 4. The place, I have taught you publicly,
and from house to house. 5. The object and man-
ner of teaching, I ceased not to warn every one
night and day, with tears. 6. His innocence and

aelf denial herein I have coveted no man’s silver

¢ gold. 7. His patience, Neither count I my life
dear unto myself. And among all other motives,

let these be ever before our eyes: 1. The church

‘which ‘he hath purchased with his own blood. 2.
Grievous wolves shall enter in; yea, of your own
selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things.

Write this upon your hearts, and it will do you

more good than twenty years’ study. Then you
will have no time to spare; you will have work.

enough. Then, likewise, no preacher will stay with

us who is as salt that has lost its savor. For to
such, this employment will be mere drudgery. And
~in order to do it, you will have need of all the

knowledge you can procure, and all the grace you _

can obtain,

The sum is, Go into every house in course, and
teach every one therein, young and old, to be Chris-
tians, inwardly and outwardly. Make every par-
ticular plain to their understandings. Fix it in
their minds, write ‘it on their hearts. In order to
this, there must be line upon line, precept upon
precept. What patience, what love, what knowl-
edge is requisite for this! We must needs do, this
were it only to avoid idleness. Do we not loiter

it e ——— I —
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- away many hou‘rs in every week? Each try him-
self. No idleness 1s consistent with a growth in
grace. Nay, without exactness in redeeming time,

you cannot retaln the grace you received in justi-
fication.

 115. Why are we not more holy? Why do we
not live as for eternity? Why do we not walk with
God all the day long? Why are we not all devoted
to doing good, breathmg the whol’e spirit of mis-
sionaries? S

Chleﬂylbecause we do not properly use the means.
1. How few wait upon the Lord in secret prayer
until his blessing comes on the soul? 2. Do we
know the obligation and benefit of fasting and ab-
~stimence? 3. How often do we practice it? 4. How
~ little there is of self-denial? 5. How few bring
their tithes and offerings into the storeliouse of the
. Lord? 6. How much there is of consecration to
our own wills instead of to the will of the Lord? 7.
How few manifest a disposition to submit them-
selves one to another? 8. What a want there is of
properly governing the tongue! The neglect of
these alone is sufficient to account for our feeble-
‘ness and faintness of spmt We should am‘end from
this hour.

{l 116. How shall we guard agalnst Sabbath
breaking, evil speaking, unprofitable conversatlon,
lightness, expensiveness or gayety of apparel, and
contracting debts without due care to discharge
them? | .

1. We should preach expressly on each of these’
heads. 2. Read in every society the sermon on evil
speaking. The leaders should closely examine




and exhort every person to put away the accursed
thing. 4. The preachers should warn every society
that none who is guilty herein can remain with us.
- 5. Extirpate from our church all buying or selling
of goods which have not paid the duty 1a1d upon
them by government. : |

- Allow none with us who will not totally abstain.
from this evil in every degree. 'Extirpate bribery,
receiving anythmg, directly or 1nd1rectiy, for voting
- at any election. Show no respect to persons herein,
but expel all that touch the accursed thing. And
strongly advise our people to discountenance all
treats given by candidates before or at elections, and
to not be partakers in any respect, of such iniquitous
practices. i |

SECTION XIL
EMPLOYMENT OF TIME.

1 117. We advise you,- 1. As often as possible,
to rise at five. 2. From five to six in the morning,
and. from five to six in the evening, to meditate,
pray, and read the scriptures with notes, and the
closely practical parts of what Mr. Wesley has
published. 3. From seven in the morning till twelve
(allowing one hour for breakfast) read with much
prayer, some of our best religious books.

Other reasons may concur why the people under
our care are not better, but the chief is, because we

are not more knowing and more holy.

But why are we not more knowing? Because

we are idle. We forget our first rule, “Be diligent.
Never be unemployed. Never be triflingly em-

Sec.12] - = EMPLOYING TIME L

ployed. - Neitler spend any more time at any place .
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pUEL NECESSITY OF UNION. ~ [Chap. viii

than is strictly necessary.” We fear there is alto-

gether a fault in this matter, and that few of us
are clear. . Which of us spend as many hours a day
in God’s work as we did formerly in man’s work?
We talk—talk or read what comes next to hand.

We must, absolutely must, cure this evil, or betray

the cause of ‘God. But how? 1. Read the most
useful books, and that regularly and constantly. 2

-

Steadily $pend all the morning in this employment,
or at least five hours in the four and twenty. “But

I have no taste for reading. ” Contract a taste

for it by use, or return to your former employment. -

“But I have no books.” Be diligent to spread the
books, and you will have the use of them.

SECTION X1II.
UNION AMONG OURSELVES.

- 118. We should be deeply sensible, from what
we have known, of the evil of division in principle,
spirit, or practice, and of the dreadful consequences
to ourselves and others. If we are united, what can
stand before us? If we divide, we shall destroy
ourselves, the work of God, and the souls of our
people. EA { |

In order to a closer union with each other,

1. We should be deeply convinced of the absolute
necessity of it. 2. Pray earnestly for, and speak
3. When we meet, let us
never part without prayer. 4. Take care not to
despise each other’s gifts. = 5. Never speak lightly
of each other.: 6. Defend each other’s character
in everything, so far as is consistent with truth. 7.
Labor in honor each to prefer the other before

]
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Thimselt. 8. We recommend a serious 'p'_'erusal of
The Causes, Evils and Cures of Heapt and Church
Divisions. ' |
' | SECTION XIV.

UNION WITH OTHERS.

¢ 119. We have Christian fellowship and love
for all persons of whatever denominatton, who show
by their lives that they “Follow peace with all men,

and holiness without which no man shall see the
Lord” We will unite with -all well disposed per-

 sons, in an opemn, Christian manfner, in promoting
social and civil reforms. ~ But we cannot unite,

where we are required to._compromise our prin-
ciples, in holding. union meetings with any persomn,

or denomination, whose practical standard of Chris-
tian clharacter and church fellowship, 15 'obvio_usly
below that plainly set forth in the New Testament.

SECTION XV.
SUPERNUME’IRARY‘ AND SUPERANNUATED PREACHERS.

M 120. A supernumerary preacher is 2 member of
an annual conference whose efficiency is temporarily
impaired, and whose relation as 2a supernumerary

is fixed by a vote of his conference on recommenda-

tion of the stationing committee. His annual con-
{erence may give him an appointment Or leave him
without one, -as in 1its judgment may seem best.
In no case shall he have any claim on the super-
annuated fund. When left without an appointment,
his quarterly conference relation shall be: determined
by the stationing committee.

1. 125, A superatmuated preacher is one who 18

e e
1
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el

so disqualified by physical disability or old age that
he cannot take charge of a circuit or occupy any
position in the church which will afford him suffi-
cient income for his support. The question as to
his disability shall be determined by his conference,
on the recommendation of the committee on claim-
ants and claims. His quarterly conference relations
- shall be fixed by the stationing committee.

SECTION. XVI.

LOCAL PREACHERS.

 122. The quarterly conference shall take cog-
nizance of‘ all the local preachers in the district,
‘and shall inquire into the giits, labors and useful-
ness of each preacher by name.

 123. A licensed local precacher shall be e11g1ble

to the office of deacon after he has preached four
years from the time he received a regular license,
and has obtained a recommendation from the quar-
‘terly conference, after proper examination as to his
Christian character, his usefulness as .a preacher,
and a satisfactory knowledge of the prescr1bed
~ course of study.

1 124. A local deacon shall be e11g1b1e to the
office of elder after he has preached four years from
the time he was ordained a deacon, and has ob-
tained a recommendation from the quarterly con-
ference of which he is a member, certifying his
qualifications in doctrine, discipline; talents and use-
fulness, and has passed a satisfactory examination

| - in the prescribed cotrse of study. .
£  125. Every local elder, deacon or preachel,
| shall be amenable to the quarterly conference where

S e
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he belongs for his Christian character and the faith-
ful performance of his ministerial office. He shall
have his name recorded on the journal of said con-
ference, and also enrolled on a class paper, and shall
meet in class; and in neglect of the above duties, .
the quarterly conference, if they judge it proper,
~may deprive him of his ministerial office, Provided,
no ordained local preacher shall be deprived of his
ministerial functions w1th0ut due form of trial and
conviction.

. 126. Let the appointments be so arranged as

to give the local preachers regular and systematic

employment on the Sabbath. _

I 127. When a local preacher is employed as a
supply, his membership shall be on the charge where
he' labors. He shall take a regular church letter
whenever he may be so employed outside of the
. district where his membership may be.
See index, title, . Preachers. .

SECTION XVII.

EVANGELISTS.

] 128. Evangelists are a class of preachers called

of God to preach the gospel, to labor to promote
revivals of religion, and to spread abroad the cause
- of Christ in the land; but not in all cases called
to a pastoral charge or to govemment in the'
church. . :

1. Any brother or sister in good standlng in our
church, feeling called of God to this work, may,
~upon recommendation of the society to which he
belongs, be licensed by the quarterly conference,
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after due examination, according to section 19, chap.
viii, of our Discipline entitled, ‘“Examination of
Those who Think They '_ai'e‘ Moved by the Holy
Ghost to Preach.” ‘Such evangelists shall be mem-

‘bers of the quarterly conference, amenable to it,

and shall pass an exammatmn in the course of study
for local preachers.

2. Those who labor successfully as ejangelists
fo'r the périod of four yeals may, upon recommenda-

.untll revoked by the actlon of s;,ud annual tonfer-

ence.

3. Members of an annual conference may be ap-
pcinted as evangelists. They shall be entitled to
the rights and privileges of those appointed to cir-
cuits, and shall be subject to the same rules and

-regulatlons as far as they apply to their circum-

stances. - They shall be subject to the restrlctlons’
of 1 128 (7). i -

4. The gene’ral conferencé may elect a general
evangelist, or two general evangelists, to travel

~ through the count1y at large, open new fields of

labor, organize new societies, and provide and place
over them, tempmarlly, pastors preparatory to the
organization of new conferences where we have
none. If he should form new societies in any of our
existing conferences, they shall be under the care

of the district elder of the adjacent district.

-

5. The general evangelist shall have the over-
sight of other evangelists. laboring in immediate
connection with him.

e
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. 6. Such evangelist shall be amenable to the an-

nual conference to which he belongs.

7. No evangelist shall appoint or hold meetings
where they will interfere with the regular work of
any preacher duly appointed to a circuit or station.

8. Evangelists shall depend upon the fields in
which they labor for their support, except in case
“of general evangelists, who may receive appropria-
tions from the general missionary board, on recom-
mendations from the general superintendents.

T e A

See index, title, Evangelists. -

SECTION XVIIL
BAND AND BAND WORKERS.

 129. 1. District elders and evangelists ap
pointed by the general or annual conferences, or
- licensed by an annual conference, may organize
bands, for evangelistic work; but no person shall
chome a member of such a band without recom-
mendation of the scciety to which he belongs.

2. The rules and regulations of such bands shall
~ be subject to the approval of the annual conference
~~to which the leader belongs, or within the bounds

of which he holds his membership. i

3. All bands shall be under the direction of the
district elder or evangelist organizing the same, and
no band leader shall appoint or hold meetings where
they will interfére with the regular work of any
preacher duly appomted to a circuit, or station, or
district.

4. Those who labor successfully in a band for
one year, may be licensed by the qula‘rtcrly confer-
ence from year to year, as band workers,




... - iy et AT e e i e =
: - 25 - e LN I R R b e L A )

76 CLASS LEADERS | - [Chap. viii 4

SECTION XIX..

EXAMINATION OF THOSE WHO THINK THEY ARE MOVED
BY THE HOLY GHOST TO PREACH.

 130. 1. The following questions shall be asked,
namely: Do they know God as a pardoning God?.
Have they the love of God abiding in them? Do
they desire nothing but God? And are they holy
in all manner of conversation? |
2. Have they gifts as well as grace for the work'f‘ |

. Have they in some tolerable degree a clear, sound

understanding, a right judgment in the things of
God, and a just conception of salvation by faith?
Has God given them any degree of utterance? Do
they speak justly, readily, clearly? ;

3. Have they fruit? Are any truly convinced of
sin, and converted to God by their preaching?

As long as these marks concur in anyone, we be-
lieve he is called of God to preach. These we re-

ceive as sufficient proof that he is moved by the |
Holy Ghost. |

SECTION XX,
CLASS LEADERS.

131 1. Class leaders 'shall be elected in the
last quarter of the conference year. The preacher
in charge may nominate and the class shall elect the
leader by ballot, and i’ any person not nominated
by the preacher receive a majority of votes, he shall
be declared elected. Any member of the society
shall be eligible to election as leader.

2. Each leader should carefully inquire how each
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soul of his class prospers; not only how each ol
serves the outward rules, but how he grows in the
knowledge and love of God. |

3. The leaders should converse with those who
have the charge of their circuits.’ - o

4. Let the preacher in charge see that improper
leaders are changed by a new election.

5. The leaders should frequently meet each
other S classes 0 |

SECTION XXI.
STEWARDS.

i 132. 1. The stewards’ should be persons of
solid piety, who both know and love the Free .
Methodist doctrine and discipline, and of good
natural and acquired abilities to transact temporal
business. |

2. The number of stewards in each circuit shall
not be less than three, nor more than nine.

3. Stewards shall be elected by the annual cir-
cuit meeting; by ballot. | -

 133. The duties of stewards are: 1. To take
an exact account of all the money or other provi-
sions collected for the support of ministers in the
circuit. 2. To make accuirate retutns of every ex-
- penditure of money, whéther to the preachers, the -
~sick, or the poor. 3. To seeck the needy and dis-
tressed in order to relieve and comfort them. 4.
To inform the preachers of any sick or disorderly
persons. 5. To tell the preachers what they think

wrong in them. 6. To attend the quarterly meet- .

ings of their circuit. 7..To give advice, if asked,
in planning the circuit. &8 To attend committees
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for the ap'plicatio'n of moneéy to churches. 9. To
gwe counscl in matters of arbftratlon 10. To pro-
c~gments for the Lords supper. II. To write

more liberal if need be; as also to let them know,
when occasion requires, the state of the temporal
concerns of the circuit at the last quarterly meeting.

See index, title, Stewards.




CHAPTER 1X.

MEANS OF GRACE.
| '.SECTIOI_N I. |

. PUBLIC WORSHIP.

. 9 134. For the establishment of uniformity in

public worship among us. on the Lord’s day: I.
The morning service shall conisist of singing, prayer,
~ the reading of a chapter of the Old Testament, and
another of the New, and preaching. 2. The after-
noon ‘service shall consist of singing, prayer, the

reading 'of one or two chapters of the Bible, and

‘preaching. 3. The evening service shall consist of
singing, prayer and preaching. 4. But on the days
of administering the Lord’s supper, the two chap-
ters in the morning service may be omitted, 5.

In administering the ordinances and in the burial
of the dead, we recommend that the form of the
Discipline be used. We advise that the Lord's
prayer also be used on occasions of public worship

in concluding the first prayer, and the apostolic
benediction in dismissing the congregation. |

6. The classes shall meet, wherever practicable, -

on the Sabbath day. :

The preachers should join as one mar and enlarge
on the impropriety of :.reverent and secular con-
~versation before and after cervice, and strongly ex-
79 |
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hort those who are concerned, to do it no more.

If the people assemble before the hour of service
or remain after it, let the time be 1mp1oved m sing-
ing, prayer and testimony. | !

S]_:_‘.CT_ION 1.
SINGING.

i 135, - We should guard against 'fo,r'mality in
smgmg Therefore
. Choose such hymns as are proper for the occa-

- sion, and do not sing too much at once, Seldom

more than four or five verses. 2. Have the tune
suited to the sentiment, and do not suffer the people
to sing too slow. 3. In every society it shall be the
duty of the preacher in charge to see that due at-

tention be given to the cultivation of vocal and

sacred music. 4. If you cannot, yourself, sing, let
one or two be chosen in each society to lead the
singing. 5. As singing is a part of divine worship,

in which all ought to unite, therefore exhort every

person in the congregation to sing, not one in ten
only. 6. In no case let there be instrumental music
or choir singing in our public worship. Let the
preacher in charge see that in all cases the Free

- Methodist Hymn Book be used 1n the regular ser-

VICES
SECTION III,
LOVE-FEASTS.

M 136 A love-feast shall be held on each circuit
at least once in three months |
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No person not a member of sur church shall be

! .dmitted to our love-feast without the consent of
the preacher having charge of the same.

SECTION 1IV.
CLASS-MEETINGS.

M 137. The chapter on general rules says of those
who compose our societies, That it may the more
easily be discerned whether they are indeed work-
ing out their own salvation, each society i divided
into smaller companies, called classes, according to
* their respective places of abode. There are about
(welve persons in a class,-one of whom is styled the
leader. It is his duty, M e

;. To see each person in his class once 2 week.
at least; in ordef, (1) To inquire how their souls
prosper.. (2) To advise, reprove, comfort, or. ex-
hort, as occasion may require. (3) To receive what
they are willing to give toward the relief of the
preacher, church and poor.. 2. To meet the min-
isters and stewards of the circuit'in order, (1) To
' inform the minister of any that are sick, or of any
that walk disorderly, and will not be reproved. (2)
To pay the stewards what they have received of
their several classes during the week. L

M 138. . There shall be a ' general class meeting
held in each society the first Sabbath in every
month. Sty

 139. When any member of our church wilfully
and repeatedly neglects to meet his - class, the
preachér in. charge, his assistant, or the leader
should visit him, whenever it is practicable, and ex-

L
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SUNDAY-SCHOOLS AND THE REL IGIOUS INSTRUCTION or f
: 1

. congregations where ten children can be collected

~schools as often as practicable; to preach on the

plain to him the consequences, if he continues to
neglect, namely, censure, suspension, and finally.
expulsion. |

1f he does not amend he should be brought to -°
trial for neglect of duty. |

See index, t:tle, Classes.

SECTION V.

CHILDREN

| 140. For the moral and' religious instruction of
the children it shall be the special duty of preach-
ers having charge of circuits, with the aid -of the
other preachers, to form Sunday-schools in all our

for that purpose, and to engage the co-operation of
as many of ocur members as they can; to visit the

subject of Sunday-schools and religious instruction
in each congregation at least once in six months;
and to form Bible classes wherever they can for the
instruction of the larger children and youth, and
‘where they cannot superintend them personally, to
see that suitable teachers. are provided for that pur-
pose. It shall be the duty of pastors in charge of
circuits to-establish and maintain mission Sunday-
schools wherever there is an opening, and in such
schools members of our church shall be employed'
as officers and teachers as far as practicable,
.141. 1. It shall be the duty of preachers .to
enforce faithfully itpon parents and Sunday-school
teachers the great importance of instructing chil-
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dren in the doctrines and duties of our holy re-
,I;igion; to preach to the children, and publicly cate-
chise them in the Sunday-schools, and at -specia'l
meetmgs appointed for that purpose.

' To pay special attention to the children.
_speakmg to them personally and kindly upon the
subject of experimental and practical godliness, ac-
cording to their capacity, pray earnestly for them,
and diligently instruct and exhort all parents to
dedicate their children to the Lord, in baptism, as
early as convenient.

3. He shall lay before each session of the quar-
terly conference, to be entered on its journal, the |
number and state of the Sunday-schools and Bible:
classes in his charge, and the extent to which he
has preached to the children and catechised them,
“and make the required report on Sunday schools to
" his annual conference. |

i 142. - The supermtendent of the Sunday-schoo
shall be elected by a'society meetmg The preacher
in charge may nominate.

 143. A Sunday-school board meetmg shall be
~held in each society once a month whenever prac-
ticable, composed of the pastors and officers and
teachers of the Sunday-school. The officers of this
Sunday-school board .shall be a president, vice-
president, a secretary and a treasurer, and shall be
elected at the beginning of each conference year.
The teachers shall be elected by the Sunday-school
board. The superintendent may nominate. In the
organization of new.schools, the preacher or preach-
ers in charge and the superintendent shall appoint .
the teachers, and these with the preacher or preach-
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~ ers in charge and the superintendent shall constitute
the Sunday-school board at its beginning. It shall
also be the duty of this board to decide upon the
Sunday-school literature and to attend to all other
business connected with the Sunday-school not
otherwxse prov1ded for in the stcsphne. -




CUAPIER X,
SUPPORT AND SUPPLIES.

ﬁ‘.:{44. ‘1. It shall be the dutsr of a committee

appointed by the official board, who shall be mem-

bers of our church, to make, after consulting with
the preacher in charge, an estimate of the amount

necessary for the support of the preacher or preach- |

ers stationed with them; which estimate shall be
subject to the action of the official' board.

The stewards shall provide by such means as they
may devise to meet such expenses, in money, or
otherwise. i '

2, Every class leader shall, at the commence-

ment of the year, ascertain how much each person

in his class is able and willing to pay, per week, for
the support of the preachers, and note the same in
his class-book, and diligently see to it that the col-

lections are made weekly, duly credited, and paid
over to the steward for the benefit of the preachers.

- 3. The stewards should circulate among our
friends, a subscription payable quarterly to supply
the deficiency in the preacher’s allowance; and if

there shall be any surplus arising from the class

collections and the quarterly subscr‘iption's,' it shall
be appropriated for the support of missions, unless
otherwise ordered by the official board.

—

* See index, title, Support.
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CHAPTER XI.
'MISSIONS.

M 145. The name of this Board is the General
Missionary Board of the Free Methodist Church oyl
North America. The objects for which this cor-
poration is formed are: )

To collect, receive, hold, expend, pay out or dis-
pose of any property, real or personal, or of what-
ever nature, and wherever situate as allowed by law, «
‘that may be given, obtained or held in aid of the
General Missionary work of the Free Methodlst
church. . _

- To acquire by purchase g1{ts or devise, real estate
or personal property in the United States of North
'Ameuca or in the fore1g11 land, and to hold or selt
or convey the same as in its judgment may be
necessary in the prosecution of its missionary work.

 146. The General Missionary Board shall be
composed of the General Superintendents, three
members of the W. F. M. S,, elected by the General
Society at its quadrennial meeting, a member from

~ each of the General Conference missionary districts,
a Secretary and a Treasurer to be elected by the
- General Conference by ballot. The President of the
- General Board shall be elected from their own num-
ber by ballot. This Board shall continue in office

until the next session of the General Conference,
: : wiee !
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afid until others shall be elected in their places. It
shall have an annual meeting, a personal notice of
which, signed by the President and Secretary, shall
be sent to each member of the Board three weeks
previous to the meeting and shall appear in two
issues of the Free Methodist. If from any cause
‘a member of this Board shall cease to be a member
of the Free Methodist church or shall remove from
the bounds of the district that he represents his
‘place: upon the Board shall be declared vacant.
Vacancies shall be filled by the Board from the dis-
tricts where the vacancy occurs, excepting the office
of the Secretary and the Treasurer, which vacancies
shall be filled by the Excutive Committee. It shall
be the duty of this Board to act as an Adv1sory

i Comn‘uttee to its Directors.

1 147. It shall be the duty of the D1reetors of
the Bdard to take charge of all moneys rals.ed for
general and foreign missionary work, and appro-
priate the same to the extension and support of the
general and foreign. mission work, provided they
shall appropriate all the moneys to the purpose for-
which they were contributed. ,

The Directors of the Board shall accept and ap-
~ point missionaries to their respective fields, order
the expenditure of funds upon each field, make
appropriations from the contingent fund to meet
exigencies ‘as they may arise from time to time,
and perform all the duties of the Board and such
other work as is -contemplated in the articles of .in-
corporation.

1 148. The Secretary of the Genera] M1551011ary
Board shall keep the records of the Board, receive
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" and answer all correspondence relating to the mis-
sionary work of the church, and pay over to the
Treasurer of the Board all moneys received by him,
taking his receipt for the same. He shall also
have charge of the missionary interests of the
church, subject to the orders and under direction of
‘the Directors of the Board, excepting in some sud-
den emergency, when he may be at liberty to act
without waiting for orders from the Directors, pro-
vided that such action taken shall be subject to the
‘approval or disapproval of the Board of Directors.
He may with the consent of the President of the
Board of Directors and a majority of the Directors
'make general calls from time to time for a special
collection, or for donations for some particular pur-
pose, in order to provide for contmgen(:les that may
arise on the mission fields.’ | |
 140. The Treasurer shall receive all moneys
accruing to foreign and general missions by col-
lections, donations, bequests, or otherwise, g_iving
receipts for the same, and shall pay over, upon
order of the Secretary, whatever sums have been
appropriated by the Directors of the Board. He
- shall deposit all funds in some national bank or
trust company, selected by the Board, in the name
nf the General Missionary Board of the Free Metho-
dist Church of North America, to be drawn only
upon the order of the Secretary and Treasurer.

-l 150. The treasurer shall receive all moneys ac-
cruing to foreign and general missions, by colllec-
tions, donations, bequests, or otherwise, giving
receipts for the same, and shall pay over, upon
order of the secretary, whatever sums have been
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appropriated by the board. He shall deposit all
funds in some national bank, selected by the board,
in the name of the General Missionary Board of the
~ Free Methodist' Church of North America, to be
drawn only, upon the order of the treasurer and
secretary. _

1 151. The president of the board shall w1th the
consent of a majority of its members, make a gen-
eral call from time to time, for a special collection,
to provide funds for any contmgency that ‘may arise
in the mission fields. .

| 152. It shall be the duty of the board to take
charge of all moneys raised for general and foreign
missionary work, and appropriate the same to the
‘extension and support of the general and foreign
mission work, provided they shall appropria'te all
moneys to the purpose for wh1ch they were con-
tributed. Wt

M 153 Titles to land purchased for missions in
foreign lands shall be in the name of the General
Missionary Board of the Free Methodist Church
of North America, and deeded to trustees elected by
the general missionary board, the tenure of whose
office shall be subject to said board. |

1 154. The missionary board shall publlsh in the
official organ of the church, quarterly reports of all
receipts, and make full reports to each annual con-
ference, of receipts for the preceding year; and to

the general conference at their respective sessions

of all moneys received and disbursed by them, and
of the results of such appropriatlons as far as can be
~ascertained. ' :
M 155 -It shall be the duty of each preacher in
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charge of a circuit to hold one or more missionary

‘meetings on his circuit during the year, and take a

collection and circulate a subscrlptmn for the sup-
port of foreign missions.

T 156. It shall be the duty of each preacher in
charge of a circuit to raise for general missions,

- by public collection or otherwwe a sum not less

than - fifteen cents per annum, for each member in

- full connection, to be forwarded to the treasurer of

the general missionary board.

157 Each annual conference may organize a
conference missionary society, which. shall have
charge of all ‘missions within' its bounds. It shall

‘have power to employ missionaries to labor within

its bounds, who, with the concurrence of the presi-
dent and district elders, shall be authorized to es-
tablish new societies where the interests of the cause

~of God require, prowlided that it makes provision

and be responslble for the support of all the mls-_
sionaries which it employs. '

f 158. Each annual conference may, from time
to time, by vote, appropriate o mission funds
such sums to the general missionary board as in
its judgment may be deemed proper. Each annual
conference may, by such means as it shall judge
best, raise funds for the support of missions W1th1n-'
its bounds. -

l 150. The various annudl conferences shall be
grouped in general conference missionary dlstncts
as follows: . | :

‘ District No I——Genesee New York, and Eastern
Ontario. No. 2—Susquehanna, Oil City, and Pitts-
burg. No. 3—-hast Michigan, North Mlchlgan and
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- Western Ontario. No. 4—Michigan, OQhio, North
- Indiana, Wabash, Kentucky and Tennessee, -Louisi\-
ana, and Texas. * No. 5—Central Illinois, Illinois,
Kansas, Missouri, Arkansas and Southern Mis-
souri, No. 6—Iowa, Minnesota and Northern Iowa,
North Minnesota, Wisconsin, West Iowa, North
Dakota, and South Dakota. No. 7—West Kansas,
Nebraska, Platte River, Colorado, California, South-
ern California, Oregon, Washington, Co_Iumbia'
- River, and Oklahoma.
-] 160, Members of the board Edward P. Hart
Burton R. Jones, Walter A. Sellew, Wilson T.
. Hogue, Benjamin Winget, secretary; Samuel K. J.
Chesbro, treasurer; for district No. 1, Thomas
Sully; district No. 2, John S. McGeary; district No.
3, Frank J. Calkins; district No. 4, William B.
Olmstead; district No. 5, J. H. Porter; district No.
6, Jo Graham - disteict No. . 7,0, B “Hartoun, Jt.;
for W. F. M. S.,, Mary L. Coleman, Tressa R. Ar-
nold, Mary M. Robinson.

Directors of the board: Burton R. Jones, Ben-

jamin Winget, Samuel K. J. Chesbro Wllson T.
Hogue, William B. Olmstead.
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CHAPTER XII.
CLAIMANTS AND CLAIMS.,

 161. The n118310ndry board shall const1tute a

board of conference claimants.

 162. The funds of this society shall be kno'wn'
as the conference claimants’ fund, and shall consist
of the proceeds accruing from the endowment fund
and collections taken by the annual conferences for

said ‘claimants’ fund.

{ 163. It shall be the duty of every preache1 in
charge - of a circuit to raise annually an amount
equal to five cents per member in full connection,.

which money, together with gifts, bequests and .

legacies which may be received for this purpose,
shall constitute a perpetual endowment fund which
shall be invested by the board, the proceeds there-
from to be appropriated to the conference claim-
ants’ fund. & |

{ 164. The claimants upon this fund -shall be

superannuated preachers, missionaries to foreign
- lands, and the widows and children of deceased

preachers and missionaries to foreign lands; and no
claimant shall receive annually from said fund an
amount greatex than the regular dlsc:1p11nary allow-

~ ance.

1 165. In the case of superannuated missionaries
who have served in foreign lands the amount al-
lowed shall be fixed by the m1ss10nary board.

92
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1 166. The allowance for superannuated preach-\
grs shall be five dollars per year for the first ten
~ years of effective service after having been received
into the conference in full connection, and ten dol-
lats per year for the next ten years, making one

hundred and fifty dollars the full claim—provided |
the preacher is without so much of worldly goods |

as shall be necessary for his SUD_IJ,,OY%I By “effective
service” shall be understood the tifne actually em-
ployed by a preacher as directed by his conference.

f 167. The above provision shall apply to the

widows of traveling and superannuated preachers,
as long as they shall remain members of the Free
Methodist * church, and if the superannuated
preacher die, then his full claim shall be paid to his

- wife at the ensuing annual conference. If a min- -

 ister should marry after being _sqpeurannuated,-- no
- claim shall be allowed®his widow or children, the
issue of such marriage. .
 168. The board of conference claimants shall
be provided with blanks furnished by the Publishing
House on which the applicant for a claim on the
superannuate fund shall state in full to_tllwm-

or cha:&n dnm the annual conferences on

“which he has mﬁoreflnce becoming a member of

the conference, and shall also make a cegg_tied statc

‘ment of all his worl dcl\resources and of his actual
f"-—--—-"""""'"""‘"--r

\

tee on conference claimants and claims, the circuits

" g e

ym\.ome, and also a statement of his bOdl]} |

_ disabilities.

e 169 "On the death of a preacher leaving a child
or children without so much of worldly goods as
shall be necessary to his, her or their support, the

) | i
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annual conference of which he was a member shall
estimate, according to the provision of this chapter,
a yearly sum for the subsistence of such orphan
child or children, until he, she or they shall. have ar-

rived at fourteen years of age, the amount of which

yearly sum shall be fixed by committee of the con-
ference at each session in advance. .This sum shall
in no case exceed thirty-six dollars for each child.
 170. Each annual conference may, in its dis-
cretion, order collections for necessitous cases

amongst its claimants or other laborers, and the

money so collected shall be divided by the annual

~conference as in the exercise of its discretion the

necessities of each case may demand.

 171. Each annual conference is earnestly rec-
ommended to provide houses as far as practicable
for the use of the superannuated preachers or the
widows of preachers. If any of our people who have
property will do so, let it be deeded to the trustees
of the Free Methodist Church for the use of super-
annuated preachers. — |

fi 172. It shall be the duty of the board to estl-
mate the amount necessary to be raised for the
claimants in addition’ to the endowment fund, and
apportion the same pro rata upon the entire mem-
bership of ‘the church, which app_Ortionmenﬁ, to-
gether with five cents per member for the

endowment fund, shall be ra1sed by conference col-

lections.

1 173. We recommend that each annual-confér-
ence employing men or women, or both, as supplies

~on circuits make suitable provision for their preser-
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vation from financial embarrassment when worn. out
or broken down in the work. R -

M 174. It shall be the duty of the board to make
a division of its funds based upon the numher of
clamiants, and not to exceed their regular disCip-
linary allowance, and to forward the same to the
general superintendent presiding at each aunual
.conference, which shall divide it according to the
appropriation of said conference. :

| 175. The board shall make a rr:port of a]l its
doings to the general conference.

1 176. Any annual conference deficient in its col-
lection shall have the amount of its deficiency de-

ducted from the amount of its appropnatlon by the
board




CHAPTER XIII
S IHE CHURCH EXTENSION SOCIETY.

V177 Ihe missionaxy board shall . constitute
#The Church Extension Society of the Free Meth— '
odlst Church of North America.

- f 178, The object of this society shall be to ald_
needy churches or societies by donations or loans
for the erection of churches.

 179. Each annual conference shall appoint a
society of five members which shall constitute a con-

ference church extension and aid society, the officers

of which shall be a president, secretary and treas-
urer. -

M 180. The conference church extension and aid

society shall be auxiliary to the general society, and

shall, under its direction, have charge of all the
work of the church extensmn and aid society within
its bounds. '

[ 181. The treasurer of the conference society

'shall at least once in three months, remit all funds

in his hands to the treasurer of the general society.
 182. It shall be the duty of the conference so-
ciety to arrange for a collection to be taken at each

- hy, s - . 1 . i
.appointment on every circuit, for church extension,

to be forwatrded to the treasurer of the church ex-
tension 'society. We recommend that an amount

*The incorporate name of this society.

. 96
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equal to at least ten cents per member be raxsed
for this fund.
1 183. All -applications for axd shall be made in
accordance with blank forms furnished by the gen-
eral society, and shall set forth: i

1. The number of members of the Free Metho-
dist Society, and the size of the congregation.
2. The fact that the board of trustees 18 legal]y
1ncorporated

3. The size and xaluatlon of the site, the validity ‘

of the title, and whether deeded to the Free Metho-

dist Church..

S A deSCI‘IpthI‘l of the building for Whl(‘.h aid 1s.
asked.

g. The estimated cost.

- 6. The amount of avzulable and rehable ‘means
secured.

7. Any other mformatmn that the general so-'
ciety may require.

 184. All such applications for aid shall be first
submitted to the conference society, and said society
shall certify its action .thereon to the -gene\al_s_cy
ciety; and aid shall be granted only by the concur-
rent action of the general society and the conference
society. :

 185. The conference society shall make a full

. reéport of its work to the conference at its annual

session,

 186. The church exteénsion society shall publish
in the official paper of the church an annual report
of its work, and also submit a full report quadren-
nially to the general conference.




CHAPTER XIV.
BOARD OF EDUCATION.

 187. In order to promote the educational work"
of the church there shall be a board known as the
board of education of the Free Methodlst Church
of North America.

 188. This board shall be composed of the mem-

 bers of the executive commltﬁee and the éditor of
- The Free Methodist.

1 189. The board shall be incorporated under the
laws of the state of Illinois, with its headquarters
at the Publishing House in Chicago.

i 190. The said board shall manage its own af-
fairs, subject to the provisions of its chapter and
 the rules and regulations of the general conference.
ff 191. The board of education shall recognize as
nder the auspices of the Free Methodist church,
and therefore entitled to be mentioned in its classi-
fied list' of educational institutions and to receive
aid from its connectional funds, all- those schools of
the church which are now l\nown to have the ap-
proval of the conferences in which they are respec-
tively located and of such.other conferences as may _
be associated in their management; and also all such
schools as shall hereafter be established in accord-
ance with the foregoing conditions and with the
approval of .the majority of the members of the

98
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educatlon'ﬂ board, expressed by a votc in one of
its regular meetings. |

1922 No educational institution shall be recog--!
nized by the board as provided for in the foregoing
part of this section unless it is established and
operated in accord with the cond:tlons hereinbefore
mentioned.

] 193. In case any mst1tut1on be hereafter estab-
lished contrary to -the provisions of the foregoing
part of this section, the board of education, on
formal complaint made to it by any annual con-.
ference interested; shall’ fix a time and place for
hearing the authorities of the said institution, and
- other institutions affected thereby, and shall advise
such adjustment of the relations between them as
shall seem wisé and proper under the circumstances.

f. 104. The board of education shall receive, in-
vest and disburse all moneys which shall be con-
tributed, collected or otherwise committed to it for
general educational purposes. -

l 195.- It shall be the duty of every pastor to
preach on Christian education and to take a public
collection once a year, in every congregation over
which he presides, for general educational purposes. .

The money so collected shall be paid over to the
treasurer of the annual conference auxiliary to the
board of education, if such an aux111ary exists; but

where there is no such auxiliary the money shall be i

forwarded to the treasurer of the board of education,
. and his receipt taken therefor and brought to the
next session of the annual conference. The first
Sunday in August is. recommended as the time for i
t'll\mg such collections.
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 106. It shall also be the duty of every pastor

to arrange for every Sunday-school under his charge

to observe the first Sunday in June, or} if that date
is impracticable, the most convenient Sabbath in the
month of June, as children’s day, in which one of
the regular services shall be a religious service for
the children* As a part of the service a collection
shall be taken for the Sunday-school children’s fund.
He shall forward the amount so collected directly

 to the treasurer of the board of education, taking

his receipt therefor and reporting the same to his
annual . conference under the head of “children’s
fund.” ' | o

 197. All educational money other than the chil-
dren’s fund shall be reported under the head of
“general educational fund.” b
- 9§ 168. The board of education shall administer

‘the children’s fund and all other funds to assist

properly accredited young men and young women,
who are members of the Free Methodist Church and
feel called of God to ministerial or missionary work

~ or teaching in our schools, to procure such educa-

tional training as preparation for their work re-
quires; provided, that no part of the children’s fund
shall be appropriated to any student except such
as shall have been a regular scholar in some Free
Methodist Sunday-school for a period of six months
or more, and also provided, that none of the educa-
tional funds shall be appropriated to any student

*I‘t‘ shall not be permissible, however, in connection with
the “Children’s Day” service' to introduce anything of a

character disapproved by paragraphs 11 and 135 of the Dis- .
cipline, s - :
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except such as pursues his studies in some one of
 the institutions recognized as Free Methodist
schools. The aid shall be granted only in the form
of loans, but the board may cancel such loans, in
part or in whole, for protracted illness, or for five.
years of actual missionary service. .

 199. The board of education shall publish an
annual report of all the business transacted, includ-
ing moneys or other property received, funds in-
vested and funds disbursed. Their report shall also
~include a classified list of all the educational institu-
- tions under the patronage of the Free Methodlst
.church. |
{ 200. ' The board of education’ shal] recognize as
‘auxiliaries such educational societies as may at any .
‘time be created by an annual conference, provided
such societies prosecute their work in harmony with
the principles and methods of the board of educa—
_ t10n

T 201. The schools now recognized as under the
auspices of the Free Methodist church are divided
into two classes—colleges and seminaries.  Accord-
ing to this classification the list is as follows: '

_ _  COLLEGES.
*Greenville College.

SEMINARIES.

- The A. M. Chesbrough Seminary. |
Spring Arbor Seminary. - e
Evansville Seminary. e

. Wessington Springs Seminary.

Seattle Seminary. '

Orleans Seminary,




CHAPTER XV.
CHURCH PROPERTY.

I.—TRU STEES

 202. The board of trustees for church property
shall consist of not less than three nor more than
nine persons, at least two-thirds of whom shall be

~ members of the Free Methodist church.

 203. In all cases where the law of states or
territories require a specified mode of election, that

- mode shall be observed; otherwise such trustees
'shall be elected at the society meeting. All trustees
~ shall hold their office till their successor shall be

elected.

 204. Boards of trustees shall report all business
transacted to the annual circuit meeting, and to the
society whenever requested to do so by the preacher

‘in charge, the official board or by the society. They

shall also make an annual statement of the financial

_conchtlon of the property in their care.

I 205. If a member of our church holdmg the

office of trustee withdraws from the church, is dis- :

missed by letter or expelled, or removes beyond the

. bounds of the circuit for which he was elected, the

society may declare his place in board vacant, ex-

-cept in states or territories where the law will not

allow this to be done.

fl 206. No other denomination shall be permitted.

to' hold stated. appointments in any of our churches
: i 102
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without the consent of botl the preacher in charge
and a majority of the trustegs. el

II.—INCORPORATION AND DEEDS.

1 207. Before any real estate is purchased for
cither church or parsonage property let the society
consult some reliable lawyer, provide him with a
copy of our Discipline for reference, and wherever
the law of the state or territory will permit, proceed
legally to incorporate the society. Let the articles
of incorporation, where the laws will permit, pro-
"~ vide that the society shall Le subject to the pro-
visions of the Discipline of the Free Methodist
Church of North America and that the secular
affairs of the corporation shall be managed and con-
trolled by trustees elected according to the provi-
sions of said Discipline. When such incorporation
is completed, let the deed be made out directly to
the society in its corporate name and not to indi-
vidual trustees, and in all cases it shall contain the
trust clause in the next paragraph. :

1 208. In states where the law requires church
property to be held by trustees and in states where
incorporations can not be secured as provided for
in the preceding paragraph, let all deeds be made
to trustees, naming them and -their successors in
office and containing the following trust clause:
 “In trust’for the use and benefit of the membership
of the Free Methodist Church of North America,
incorporated under the name of ‘Free Methodist
General Conference of North America,” subject to
the Discipline, usages and ministerial appointment
of said church, as from time to time authorized and
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declared ; and, if sold, the proceeds shall be disposed

~of and used in accordance with the provisions of
‘said Discipline; and in further trust and confidence
- that in the houses of worship now erected or that

may hereafter be crected on said premises hereby
conveyed, the seats shall be forever free; and in
further trust and confidence that the said trustees
and - their successors in office shall permit at all

‘times the preachers who may be duly authorized

according to the Discipline of the said Free Metho-
dist church, to hold religious services in said houses
of worship according to said Discipline.”

 200. No deed shall be accepted which contains
a clause by which the land conveyed may revert to
the original grantor, his heirs or assigns. e

 210. All deeds should be immediately recorded
and in all their parts should be made to conform
to the laws, usages and forms of the state or terri-
tory in which the property may be situated.

 211. In no case shall the church or parsonage
property be sold, mortgaged or encumbered for cur-
rent expenses

ff 212. Whenever it may become necessary or
advisable to dispose of any church property, the
trustees may sell and convey the same by first secur-
ing the authority of the society for such sale, and
the approval of the district elder and the consent of
the general conference, or in the intervals-of the
same, of two-thirds of the members of the executive
committee, provided that in all cases the proceeds
of such sale shall be used either for the purchase

" or improvement of property for the same uses and

deeded to the same corporation or trustees; or if
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not so used, shall be held subject to the order of l
the annual conference in whose territory such prop-
erty may be situated.

 213. Wheneversany church property is aban-
doned or is no longer used for church purposes,
it shall be the duty of the trustees, if any remain,
to sell such property and turn over the proceeds
of such sale to the annual conference. If no such
trustees remain, it shall be the duty of the annual
conference to take possession of such property by
any means Jawful in the state or territory in which
the property may be situated, and the annual con-
~ ference may sell and convey the same, the proceeds
of such sale to be used as said conference may
direct.

I111.—BUILDING CHURCHEs. ,

fl 214. All our houses of aworship must be built
plain and neat, without steeples, and no more ex-
pensive than is absolutely required for comfort, con-
venience and stability, and with all seats free.

| 215. No step shall be taken involving pecun-
iary liability in erecting houses of worship, parson-
ages or in purchasing church property of any kind,
until two-thirds of the amount necessary to meet
the  estimate of cost be secured m good, reliable
subscriptions.

 216. No houses of worship, parsonages or other
church buildings shall be erected on leased ground,
except on reservations or other places where it is
impossible to secure a deed in fee, or without the
unanimous consent of the conference board of
church extension and aid society of the annual con-
ference in Whose terrltory the property is situated,
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CHAPTER XVI.
CHURCH TRIALS.

SECTION 1.

] 217. The great object of church discipline is to
reclaim and restore the erring member.. This should
be steadily kept in view in every step that is taken,
Every effort that love can suggest should be made
to bring back to the Lord one who, while undel
our care, has wandered from him. i

{1 218 In all cases of personal trespass,and in other
cases where the circumistances permit, let the _duty

be lovingly and faithfully performed, which our

Lord enjoins in Matthew xviii, 15th to 17th verses:
“Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee,

go and tell him his fault between thee and him

alone; if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy

brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take

with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of
two or three witnesses every word may be estab-

lished. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell
it unto the church; but if he neglect to hear the
church, let lum be unto thee as a heathen man and

a publican.”
fl 219. If the last duty becomes necessary, let it

be performed in the following manner:
106 ;

.4_'51 X
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* SECTION IL
i (oo GENERAL DIRECTIONS."

M 220. 1. Every crime forbidden in the word of
God, sufficient to exclude a person from the king-
dom of grace and glory, shall subject a member to.
expulsion from the church.

2. An accused person shall be entitled to the
- assistance of such counsel as he may select from
- the members or ministers of our church.

3. Both the accused and the accuser shall have
the right of challenge for cause, the validity of
which shall be determined by the presiding officer
at the soc1ety meeting where the commlttee to tory
the case 1s elected. : : '

4. In all trials the proceedmgs shall be taken =
down, by a secretary appointed by the court; and
when an appeal is taken, the case shall be decided
from the testimony as it appears upon the record.

5. In appeal cases, no person shall be allowed to

of the grounds of his appt
the trial of the appeal.

7. In the trial of appeal cases the court shall
eithér affirm or reverse the verdict rendered in the
former trial, or remand the case for a new trial;
and in cases of remanding for a new trial no per- .
son shall be eligible as a ]111‘01‘ in the new tr ial who
voted on the first trial.

8. Aftel such forms of trial and expulsion, such
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persons ‘Shilll have no privileges of society or sacra-
ments in our church, without contrition, confession
and reformation sausfactory to the conference or
society from which they have mthdrawn _or by
which they have been expelled

SECTION III.
TRIAL OF MEMBERS

2oy, hhe. neglect of dutles required by the
word of God, or indulgence of sinful tempers, words

. or actions, shall subject the person so offending. to

private reproof by the official members of the church
having the oversight of the offender; and in case
of per‘sistence after proper admonition and labor, to

~ trial and censure, being placed on probation, or ex-

pulsion, as the committee may determine, provided
that no charge of the character referred to in this
paragraph, including the charge of falsehood, shall
be entertained until the party complamed of has
been labored with as required by { 218.

l 222. Any member against whom a charge is
brought shall be furnished by the persons bringing
the charge,or by the presiding officer of thetribunal
to which he is judicially responsible, with a copy
of the charges against him, at least fourteen days
before the trial, unless the parties against whom .
charges are brought shall demand an earlier trial.
He shall also be notified of the place of the elec-
tion of the committee to try the case at least ten
days prior to its election.

 223. When  charges - are preferre’d against  a
member, the preacher who is to preside at the trial

- shall caII‘-a meeting of the society, who shall select
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a committee of not less than three, nor more than
nine, who shall be members of our church, within
the bounds of the annual conference, to try the case.

| 224. The preacher in charge shall preside at

the trial of members, but the district elder may, for
- sufficient reasons, appoint some other traveling
preacher in full connection to preside at any partic-

~ular trial. The district elder shall not preside at

such trial.
 225. Any member Who has been tried and con-

victed by a committee, shall be entitled to an ap-

peal to the next quarterly conference, provided he
did not voluntarily absent himself from the trial,
and provided he gave notice of his intention to
appeal at the time of his condemnation, or within
thirty days after he shall have been notified thereof.

1 226. In case a member who has been expelled
from the church shall afterward be proven innocent
of the charge upon which he was expelled he may

‘be restored to full membership in the church by vote

- of the society from which he was expelled.

SECTION IV.
TRIAL OF PREACHERS.

1 227. The neg]ect of dut1es requtred by the word |

of God, or the indulgence of sgnful tempers, _vsor_ds
or actions, as well as the dissemination of false doc-

trine, shall subject a preacher so offending to pri--

vate reproof by the official member of the church
having the oversight of the offending brother; and,

in case of persistence after proper admonition and

labor, to trial, suspension from ministerial func-
tions or expulsion,

L ————
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1 228. Any preacher against whom a charge is
brought, shall be furnished by the person preferring
the charge, or by the presiding officer of the
tribunal_to which he is judicially responsible, with
a copy of the charges agdinst him, at least ten days
before the trial, unless all the parties agree upon
an earlier time for trial, . Al

 229. An accused local preacher shall be tried
by the quarterly conference of which he'is a mem-
ber; or, at his option, by a committee of not less
than three nor more than nine, chosen for this
purpose by the quarterly conference, which shall
have power to reprove, suspend or expel, according

to the nature of the case and as righteousness may

require. The district elder shall preside at the trial.

f 230. If a clmarge of gross imthorality is brought
against a local preacher in the interval of.the quar-
terly conference, the district elder shall call a com-
mittee of not less than three members of the quar-
terly conference, which shall have power to suspend

until the next session of the quarterly conference,

with which shall rest the decision of the case.

{l 231. A preacher on trial in an annual conference
shall be accotintable for his moral and Christian ¢on-
duct to the quarterly conference of the district with-
in the bounds of wh iich he travels. If charges are
brought against him, he shall be tried the same as a
local preacher,

1 232. Any local preacher feelmg aggneved at the

- decision of his case, shall be allowed an appeal to

the ensuing session of the annual confererfce. .
fl 233.  Any traveling preacher who wilfully neg-

- lects or refuses to do the work assigned him by his
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annual conference, except in case of sickness or
other unavoidable circumstances, shall be brought,

by the district elder, or the superintendent, before
a committee of three ministers and three laymen,
which shall have power to suspend him from all
the functions of a preacher, until the ensuing ses-
sion of the annual conference, with which, the final
determination of the case shatrrest=gfid tch shall
have power to render the suspension final,”

M1 234. If a charge of immorality or of unchristian

conduct is brought against a traveling preacher in

the interval of the annual conference, the district
elder shall call a committee of not less than three

or more than six traveling preachers, and an equal
number of laymen, which shall have power to sus-
- pend until the next session of the annual confer- -

ence, with which shall rest the decision of the case.

1 235. But if the accused be a district elder, then
three of the preachers of his district shall call in
the district elder of an adjoining district, who shall
call the accused before a committee as above pro-
-vided, and preside. The district making such a call
shall pay the traveling expenses of the d15tr1ct elder
.80 called.

1 236. Each annual conference shall have orlgmal_'

 jurisdiction over all the preachers belonging there-
to, and-shall have power to reprove, suspend, locate
for inefficiency or want of usefulness, or expel ac-

cording to the nature of the case, and as righteous-

'ness may require.  This shall not be so construed

as to deprive traveling preachers of -the ten days" '

notice provided in { 228, except in case of a preacher
charged with gross immorality who voluntarily 'ab-

£
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sents himself from the session of his annual confer-—-

ence.

M 237. All cases brought before an annual confer-

“ence, either by complaint or by appeal, may be re-

ferred to a committee of not less than four from

each branch, which, in the presence of the presi-

dent of the conference, or an elder whom he may
appoint (provided that neither party objects to the
person so appointed) shall, either during: its session
or after its adjournment, try the case and decide
upon its merits, and its decision shall ha,ve the same

. effect as that of the annual conference

fl238. In all cases of trial and conviction of trav-
eling preachers, an appeal to the ensuing general

-conference or court of appeals, as the appellant may

choose, shall be allowed, ifithe condemned person
signifies his intention to appeal, at the time of con-
demnation, or within thirty days after he shall have
been notified thereof.

fl 230. All cases brought before the general con-
ference by appeal, may, with the consent of both
parties, be referred to a committee of not less than
six ministerial and six lay delegates, which, in the
presence of one of the superintendents, shall hear

‘the case, and decide upon its merits; and its decision

shall have the same effect as that of the general
conference |
SECTION' V.

FORMS OF PROCEDURE,
. L—FORM FOR A BILL OF CHARGES.
fl240. 1. Charge. (Name the offense;).

2. Specifications. (Name thé acts, times and
places.) . i
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IL—ORDER. .
ORDER OF CONDUCTING CHURCH TRIALS.
f 241. 1. Devotional exercises.

2. Reading of the action of the society meeting .

or conference by which the committee to try the

1ce. . |
3. The appomtment of a secretary

4. Reading the charges and specxﬁcatlons by the

secretary. .

5. Answer by the accused in person or by counsel

6. Statement of the case, and line of evidence by
‘the prosecution. .

7. Evidence of the prosecution, and cross- exam-
ination by the defense,

8. Statement of the case and line of defense, by
the defense. '

0. Evidence for the defense, and cross- examma-
tion by the prosecution.

o Rebutting evidence for the pl‘OSCC‘dthI‘I
_ 11. Rebutting evidence for the defense.
' 12. Summing up the case by the prosecution.

13. Summing up the case by the defense.

14. In case it be deemed proper to allow the
prosecution to reply, the defense shall also be per-
mitted to reply

15. The verdict

SECTION. VI

RESTORATION OF CREDENTIALS

242. 1. When a member of an annual confer-
ence is deprived of his credentials, by expulsion or
otherwise, they shall be filed with the papers of his

case was appointcd, and the names of the commit-
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conference; and should he, at any future time, give
satisfactory evidence ‘to the said conferénce of his
amendment, and procure a certificate from the
quarterly conference of the charge where he resides

Ed ‘or from an annual conference which may have re-

' ceived him on trial, recommending to the annual
conference of which he was formerly a member the
restoration of his credentials, the said conference
‘may restore them. ~

2. When a local elder or dcacon shall be expelled
the district elder shall require of him the credentials
of his ordination, to be filed with the papers of the
annual conference within the limits of which the ex-
pulsion has taken place; and should he, at any future
time, produce to the annual conference a certificate

. of his restoration, signed by the president and coun-
tersigned by the secretary of the quarterly confer-
ence,*his credentials may be restored to him.

3. If an ordained elder or deacon shall refuse to
surrender his credentials of ordination when law-
fully req.ulred to do so, he thereby forfeits his parch- .
ments, and, at its first session thereafter, his annual-
conference should declare them forfeited.

e e e AT T i b i35
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SECTION VII.
INSQLVENCIES AND THE SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES.

~ 243. In case of disputes between two or more
I members of our church, concerning the payment
i1 of debts, or other matters not involving personal
|\ character, which cannot be settled by the parties
5 ' concerned, the prcachel who has charge of the cir-
cuit shall inquire into the circumstances of the case;

A
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and shall recommend to the contending parties a
reference, consisting of one arbiter chosen by the
plaintiff, and another chosen by the defendant, which
two arbiters so chosen shall nominate a third; the
three arbiters being members of our church.
f244. But if one of these parties be dissatisfied

with the judgment given, such parties may apply to

 the ensuing quarterly conference for allowance to
have a second arbitration appointed; and if the
quarterly conference see sufficient reason, they shall
grant a second arbitration, in which case each party
shall choose two arbiters, and the four arbiters shall
choose a fifth, the judgment of the majority of whom
shall be final; and any person refusing to abide by
such judgment shall be excluded from the church.

1 245. And if any member of our church shall re-
fuse, in case of debt or other disputes, to refer the

matter to arbitration; when recommended by him -

who has charge of the circuit, or shall enter into

a lawsuit with another before such measures are

taken, he shall be expelled by a regular triafaccord-
ing-to discipline, unless the case be of such a nature
as to require or justify a process of law. -
 246. Whenever a complaint is made agamst any
member of our church for non-payment of debt,

when the accounts are adjusted, and the amount is

ascertained, the preacher in charge of the circuit
shall call the debtor before a committee of at least
‘three, to show the cause why he does not. make pay-
ment. The committee shall determine what further
~ time shall be granted him for payment; and in case
the debtor refuses to comply he shall be expelled;
but in such case he may appeal to the quarterly




116 ~  SETTLEMENT 6F DIsPuTES [Chap. xvi

(_"onferenc'e, and their decision shall be final. And in

case the creditor complains that justice is not done

him, he may lay his grievance before the quarterly

‘conference, and their decision shall be final; and if
‘the creditor refuses to complyWe shall be expelled.

247. To prevent scandal, when any member of
our church shall fail in business, or contract debts

which he is not able to pay, two or three judicious

members of the church shall inspect the accounts,

~ contracts and circumstances of the case of the sup-

posed delinquent; and if he has behaved dishon-
estly, or borrowed money without a probablhty of
paymg he shall be expelled.

See mdex, title, Trials.




o THE RITUAL.

- SECTION L
BAPTISM. -

1 248. 1. Adult persons and the parents of each
child to be baptized, shall have the choice either of
immersion, sprinkling, or pouring. ! '

2. We will on no account whatever, make a charge
for administering baptism, or for burying the dead.
SECTION IL

BAPTISM OF INFANTS.

[The minister coming to the font, which is to be filled with
pure water, shall use the following:] 7

{l 249. Dearly beloved, forasmuch as our Savior,
Christ, saith, “Suffer little children to come unto me,
‘and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of
heaven;” and as the holy apostle St. Peter, declares -
~ that, “The promise is unto you and to your chil-
~ dren,” therefore this child has been brought hither
that he may be consecrated by this solemn ordin-
ange to the service of his Creator, and that he may
receive the sign and seal of the covenant of grace

' 117 e :
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into whlch God is mercifully pleased to enter thh
all his children; .

- I beseech you to call upon God the Father
through our Lord Jesus Christ, that of his boun-
teous mercy he will grant unto this child, that he
being made partaker of the divine nature may grow
up into Christ our living head, in all things, till he
comes in the unity of the faith and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; and
unto these parents the needed grace that they may
properly discharge all the duties they owe to thig
child which God has given them. SR

[Theh shall the minister say:]

Let us pray.

Almighty and everlastlng God, the aid of all who
need, the helper. of all who flee to thee for succor,
the covenant-keeping God, we thank thee that thou
hast made it our privilege to dedicate our children

to thy service, that they may live to thy glory, and

gain everlasting life. " We call upon thee for this

~child that he may be delivered from the power of

sin and Satan, and be sanctified by the power of the

"Holy Ghost, and enjoy the everlasting benediction
- of thy heavenly washing. We pray thee for these
_ parents, that they may realize how great is the re-

sponsibility resting upon them touching the proper
training of those -entrusted to their care; we be-

-seech thee to grant unto them the aid of thy Holy

Spirit, that both by precept and example they may
so lead this child in the narrow way of life, that both

parent and child may come to the everlasting king-
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dom which thou hast promised by Clmst our Lord
Amen,

'[Then shall the people stand up and the minister shall say:]

-_|
i)‘
!
j

‘Hear the words of the gospel written by St. Mark,
in the tenth chapter commencmg thh the th1rteenth :
verse. ,

They brought young children to Chnst that he
should touch them. And his disciples rebuked t_hose

. that brought them; but when Jesus saw it, he was
much displeased, and said unto them, Suffer little
children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for
of such is the kingdom of God. Verily I say unto
you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of
God as a little child, he cannot enter therein. And _
he took them up in his arms, put . his hands upon 4
them and blessed them. P

S R e
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[Then shall the minister demand of the parents severally, as
follows:]

f250. Ques. Dost thou, in the presence of God,
and of these witnesses, solemnly dedicate this child
to the Lord, that he may live in his service all his
days? -

- Ans. [ do. S

Ques. Dost thou, so far as thou canst, in his be-
half, renounce the devil and all his works, the vain
pomp and glory of the world, with all covetous de-
sires of the same, and the sinful desires of the flesh,
so that, in the training of this child, thou wilt not

« follow nor be led by them; and so that, as far as
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in thee lies, thou wilt prevent him from following
the same? . i

Ans. I do.

Ques. Dost thou helieve in the holy scrlptures y
of the Old and New Testament?

SANS. 1 do. . Lt

Ques. Wilt-thou, out of the same diligently teach

this child the statutes and commandments of the

Most High; and wilt thou train him up in the nur-
ture and admonition of the Lord?

Ans., I will,

LThen the minister shall take the child into his hands and
say to thc friends of the child:]

Nélme this child.

[And then, naming it after them, he shall sprinkle or pour
~ water upon it, or, if desired, immerse it in water, saying:]

N., I baptize thec in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

[Then he shall say, all kneeling:]

Our Father which art in heaven, halldwed' be

. thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done, in

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily

bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive-our

debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but de-
liver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the

power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

[Then shall the_minister conclude with extemporary prayer.]

-
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SECTION" III, iy
BAPTISM OF ADULTS,

f251. Dearly beloved, since all men are by na-
ture sinners, and have nothing in themselves by
which they can be delivered from the guilt and pol-
lution of sin, and attain to that holiness without
which no man can see the Lord, we invite you to
join with us in fervent prayer for these persons, that
they may have grace always to keep their covenant
with God, and that they may continually enjoy the
washing of regeneranon and the renewmg of the
Holy Ghost. . -

Almighty and immortal God, the aid of all that
need, the helper of all that flee to thee for succor,
the life of them that believe, and the resurrection of
the dead; we call upon thee for these persons; that
they, coming to thy holy baptism, may receive the
inward baptism of the Holy Ghost. Receive them,
O Lord, as thou hast promised by thy well-beloved
Son, saying, Ask, and ye shall receive; seek, and ye
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you;
 so give now unto us that ask; let us that seek, find;
open the gate unto us that knock; that these per-
‘sons may enjoy the everlasting benediction of thy
“heavenly washing, and may come to the eternal
kingdom which thou hast promised by Christ our
- Lord. Amen Sy

[Then shall the people stand up, and the minister shall say:]

Hear the words of the gospel written by St. | ohn i
in the third chapter, 3

[Then shall the minister say:]
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Verlly, verily, I say unto thée, Except a man be
born of water, and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into
the kingdom of God. That which is born of the
flesh is flesh; and that which is ‘born of the spirit
is spirit. Marvel not that I say unto thee, Ye must
be born again. The wind bloweth where it listeth, -
and thou hearest the sound thereof, but thou canst

not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth; so
is every one that is born of. the Spirit. '

~ [Then the minister shall speak to the person to be baptlzcd in
' tlus wise:]

Well beloved, who are come hither, desiring to
receive holy baptism, ye have heard how the con-
gregation hath prayed ¢hat our Lord Jesus Christ
would vouchsafe to receive you, and bless you, to
give you the kingdom of heaven, and everlasting
life. And our Lord Jesus Christ hath promised, in
his holy word, to grant. all those things that we
‘have prayed for, which promise he for his part will
most surely keep and perform.

Wherefore, after this promise’ made by Chr1st you
must also faithfully for your part, promise, in the
presence of this whole congregation, that you will
renounce the devil and all his works, and constantly

believe God’s holy word, and obediently keep his.

: comrnandments.

[Then shall the minister demand of each of the persons to
be baptized severally:]

Ques. Dost thou renounce the devil and all his
works, the vain pomp and glory of the world, with
all covetous desires of the same, and the carnal de-
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sires of the flesh, so that thou wilt not follow nor be
led by them?

Ans. I renounce them all.

Ques. Dost thou believe in God, the Father Al-
mighty, Maker of heaven and earth? and in Jesus
Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord? and that
‘he was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary? that he suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead and buried; that he arose again
on the third day; that he ascended into heaven, and
sitteth at the right hand of God, the Father Al-

mighty, and from thence shall come again, at the
end of the world, to judge the quick and the dead®

"And dost thou believe in the Holy Ghost, the
communion of saints; the remission of sins; the
resurrection of the body, and ewerlastmg hfe after
death? |

Ans. All this 1 steadfastly believe.

Ques. Wilt thou be baptized in this faith?

Ans. This is my desire.

Ques. Wilt thou obediently keep God's will and
commandments, and walk in the same all the da)s
of thy life? :

Ans. I will endeavor so to do, God being my
helper., ook

tThen shall the minister say:]

O merciful God, grant that the old Adam in these
persons may be so buried, that the new man may be
raised -up in them. Amen. :
‘Grant that all carnal affections may die in them,
and that all things belonging to the Spirit may
live, and grow in them. Amen.
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 Grant that they may have power and strength to
have victory, and triumph against the devil, thL
- world and the flesh. Amen.

*  Grant that they, being here dedmated to thee by
~ our office and ministry, may also be endued with
- heavenly virtues, and everlastingly rewarded
through thy mercy, O, blessed Lord God, who dost -

live; and govern all things, world without end,

Amen.

_ Alm:ghty, ever-living God, whose most dearly be—__
lived Son, Jesus Christ, died er the forgiveness of
our sins; and gave commandments to his disciples
that they should go 'and teach all nations and bap-
tize them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost; regard, we beseech thee,
the supplications -of this congregation; and grant
that the persons now to be baptized may receive the .
fullness of thy grace, and ever remain in the num-

ber of thy faithful and elect children, through Jesus
_Chrlst our Lord Arnen

.,.1.\: .

[Then shall the minister take by the right hand each per-
.son to be baptized, and placing him conveniently by the font,
according to h1s discretion, shall ask the name, and then

sprinkle or pour water upon him (or if he shall desire it,
shall immerse him in water), saying:]

N., I baptize thee in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and-of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

3 _ _ A
[Then shall be said the Lord’s Prayer, all kneeling, conclud-
ing with extemporary prayer and the benediction.]
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SECTION 1V.
' THE LORD'S SUPPER.
GENERAL DIRECTION.
ﬂ252,;. . Let all our ministers exercise due care to

see that no person known to be living an immoral
life, or to be guilty of any disreputable practice be
admitted to the Lord's table among wus until he
shall have given satisfactory ev1dence of repentance
~and amendment of life, ;

2. All persons properly mcluded in the general

invitation may be'allowed to partake of the Lord's
supper among us. “

ORDER FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE LORD'S SUPPER,

[The elder may say:]

1 253. Ye that do truly and earnestly repent of
your sins, and are in love and charity with your
neighbors, and intend to lead a new life, following
the commandments of God, and walking henceforth
in his holy ways, draw near with faith, and take
this holy sacrament to your comfort; and make
- your humble confession to Almighty God, meekly

kneeling upon your knees. -

[Then may this general confessmn be made ]

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus . Christ,

Maker of all things, Judge of all men; we ackpowl-
edge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness,

which we from time to time most grievously have
comnntted by thought word, and deed, agamst thy

<
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Divine Majesty, pfbvoking mbst justly thy wrath
" and indignation against us. We do earnestly repent,
and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the
. remembrance of them is grievous unto us. Have
mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful
Father, for thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,
forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may
ever hereafter serve and please thee in newness of
life, to the honor and glory of thy name, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

[Or in place of it the elder may say the Lord’s Prayer, the
: people repeatmg after him every petltlon]

Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done in earth
as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;

~and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever. Amen -

[Then may the elder say:]

O Almlghty God, our heavvenly Father, who of
thy great mercy hast promised forgiveness of sins
to all them that with hearty repentance and true
faith, turn unto thee; have mercy upon us; pardon
and deliver us from our sins, confirm and strengthen
us in all goodness, and bring us to everlasting life,
K?‘J:grough Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen,

e - S PR COLLECT.

Almighty God unto whom all hearts are opened,
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
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hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts, by the in-
spiration of the Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy name,
through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

[Theﬁ may the elder say:]

- It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty that

we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks
unto thee, O Lord holy Father, Almighty and
- everlasting God. |
| Therefore with angels and archangels, and with

all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify
- thy glorious name, evermore praising thee, and say-
ing, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and
earth are full of thy glory, Glory be to thee, O Lord
most h1gh Amen

[’Dhen may the elder say:]

‘We do not presume to conie to this thy table, O
merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness,
but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are
not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs
under thy table. But thou art the same Lord, whose
property is always to have mercy; grant us -
fore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of th r
Son, Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we
may live and grow thereby, and that being washed
throtigh his most precious blood, we may evermore
dwell in h1m and he in us. ‘Ameén. i ¢

['I‘hen may the elder say the prayer of consccratlon, as fol-
' lows:]

Almighty God, our 1'1eav-e'nl§ Father, who of thy -
tender mercy -didst give thine only  Son, Jesus

L]
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_thrxst to suffer death upon the cross for our re-
- demption; who made there, by his oblation of him-

self once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sac-

rifice, oblation and satisfaction, for the sins of the

whole world; and did institute, and in his holy gos-

pel cd?nmand us to continue a perpetual memory

of that his precious death until his coming again;

hear us, O merciful Father, we most humbly be-

seech thee, and grant that we, receiving these, thy
creatures of bread and wine, according to'thy Son,
our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remem-
brance of his death and passion may be partakers of
his most blessed body and blood; who in the same
night that he was betrayed, took bread;

[Here the elder may take the plate of bread into his hand.]

and when he had given thanks, he broke it and

gave it to his disciples, saying, Take, eat; this is

my body which is given for you; do this in remem-

brance of me. Likewise after supper he took the

cup; e G e - '
[Here he may take the cup‘ in his hand. 1

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
saying, Drink ye all of this; for this

[And here he may lay his hand upon all the vessels Wthh
contain the wine.]

is my blood of the New Testament,” which is shed
for you and for many, for the. remission of sins; do

this as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of
me. Amen.

[Then may the minister first' receive the communion in
both kinds himself, and then proceed to ‘deliver the same to
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the other ministers in. like manner (if any there be preséht) |

and after that to the people also, in order, into their hands.
And when he delivers the bread he shall say:]

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was

~ given for thee, preserve thy soul and body unto

everlasting life. Take and eat this in remembrance
that Christ died for thee, and feed on him in thy '
heart by falth, with thanksglvmg

[And the minister that delivers the cup may say:]

The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was
shed for thee, preserve thy soul and body unto ever-.
lasting life, Drink this in remembrance that Christ’s
‘blood was shed for thee, and be thankful.

[If the consecrated bread or wine shall be all spent before .
all have communicated, the elder may consecrate more, by
repeating the prayer of consecration. |

When all have communicated the minister shall return to
“the Lord’s table and place upon it what remaineth. of the con-
- secrated elements, covering the same with a fair linen. cloth.
Here the elder may offer extempore prayer,  concluding
 with this blessing:] . ‘

May the peace of God, which passeth all under-
standing, keep your hearts and minds in the knowl-
edge and love of God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord:; and the blessings of God Almighty, the
 Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, be among you

-~ and remain with you always. Amen. |
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FORM OF ORDINATION
SECTION V.

ORDAINING ELDERS

' 254. [When the day appomted for the ordlnatlon i8
come there shall be a sermon or exhortation, declaring the
duty and office of elder,' how necessary that order is in the
" church of Christ, and’ also how the people ought to esteem
them in their office. '

One of the elders shall then present unto the president .
all who are to be ordamed and say]

I present unto you theqe persons present to be
ordalned elders. - o

[The1r names being read aloud the presmlent shall say unto
: the people:] j _

Brethren 'these are they whom Wé .pui‘pose, God
willing, this day to ordain elders. For after due
examination, we find not to the contrary, but that
‘they are lawfully called to this function and min-
istry, and that they are persons meet for the same.
~ But if any of you know any impediment or crime
‘in any, of them, for which he ought not to be re-
ceived into this holy ministry, come forth in the
name of God and show what the crime or 1mped1-
mentqs

[If any crime or impediment be alleged, the president shall

cease from ordaining that person until such t1mc as he shall
be found clear of the crxme]

' [Then shall be szud the collect, e_pistle,. and gospel as follows:]
THE COLLECT. i

A1m1ghty God, Giver of all good things, who bv" '
‘thy Holy Splrlt hast appointed divers orders of |
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‘ministers in thy 'ch'urc.h,. mercifully beliold these,
thy servants, now called to the office of elder, and
replenish them so with the truth of thy doctrine and
adorn them with innocency of life, that both by
word and good example they may faithfully serve
thee in this office, to the glory of thy name and the 5
cdification of thy church, through the mercies of

. our Savior, Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth

with thee and the Holy Ghost, world without end
Amen e

' THE EPISTLE.

Eph. v, 2-13 "Uhto ev'ery one of us is given
grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.
Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high,
he led captivity captive and gave gifts unto men.
(Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also
descended first into the lower parts of the earth?
He that descended is the same also that ascended up
far above all'he'avcns,_that he might fill all things.)
And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets;
and some, evangelists; and some, pastots and teach- _
ers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of #
the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ;
till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man,
unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of
Christ. Al

_[\fter tlns shall be read for ‘the gospel, part of the tenth
chapter of St John, 1- 16] :

Verily, vérlly, I say u__nto,you, ‘he that eﬁtereth-_
- not by the door into the sheepfold; but climbeth
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up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.
But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd
of the sheep. To him the porter openeth; and the
sheep hear his voice; and he calleth his own sheep
by name, and leadeth them out. And when he
putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them,.
and the sheep follow him; for they know his voice.
And a stranger will they not follow but will flee
from him; for they know not the v01c_e of strangers. -

- This parable spake Jesus unto them; but they under-

‘stood not what things they were which he. spake
unto them. Then said Jesus unto them again, Ver-
ily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the
sheep. All that ever came before me are thieves
and robbers; but the sheep did not hear them. I
- am the door; by me, if any man enter in, he shall
be saved, and shall go in and out and find pasture:
The thief cometh not but for to steal and to kill,
and to destroy; I amcome that they might have life, -
and that they might have it more abundantly. I
- am the good shepherd; the good shepherd giveth
his life for the sheep. #But he that is a hireling, and
not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not,
seeth the wolf coming and leaveth the sheep, and
fleeth; and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth_ |
the sheep. The hireling fleeth, because he is a hire-
ling, and careth not for the sheep. I am the good
shepherd, and know my sheep, and\am known of
. - mine. As the Father knoweth me, even so know I
. the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep.
~ And other sheep I have, which are not. of this fold;
them also I must bring, and they shall hear my
~ voice, and there shall be one fold and one shepherd,
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[.-\'nd that doné, the president shall say unto’ them as f@llows.:]

255. You have heard, brethren, in the exhorta-
tion which was now made to you, and in the holy
lessons taken out of the gospel, and the writings of
the apostles of what dignity, and of how great im-

portance this office is whereunto ye are called. And o

now again we exhort you in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that . you have. in remembrance, into
how high a dignity and to how weighty an office ye
are called: that is to say, to be messengers, watch-
~ men and stewards of the Lord, to teach and to pre-
" monish, to feed and to provide for the Lord’s family,
to seek for Christ’s sheep that are dispersed abroad,
and: for. his children that are in the midst of this
evil world, that they may be saved through Chnst
forever : -

Have always, therefore prlnted in your remem-
‘brance, how great a treasure is committed to your
charge. For they are the sheep of Christ, which
“he bought with his death, and for whom he shed
his blood. The clhiurch and congregation whom you

must serve, is his spouse and his body. And if'it .

shall happen, the same church, or any member

thereof, do take any hurt or hindrance by reason of

. your negligence, ye know the  greatness of the
fault, and also the l‘_xorr,lble punisiment that will en-
sue, ‘Wherefore, consider with yourselves the end of

the ministry toward the children of God, toward the

spouse and body of Christ; and see that-you never

.cease your ‘labor, your care and diligence until you . |
have done all that lieth in you according to your

bounden duty to bring. all such as are or shall be

committed to your charge unto that agreement in.

L . e S e
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- the fhaith and knowledge of God, and to that ripe-
ness and perfectness of age in Christ, that there
be no place left among you, either for error in re-
ligion or for vjciousness in life.

Forasmuch then, as your office is both of so great
excellency, and of so great difficulty, ye see with

“how great care and study ye ought to apply your-

48 ~ selves, as well that ye may show yourselves duti-

ful and thankful unto that Lord who hath placed

you ‘in so high a dignity; as also to beware that
~neither you yourself offend, nor be occasion that

j‘ - others offend. Howbeit ye cannot have a mind and

will thereto of yourselves; for that will and ability
is given of God alone; therefore ye ought, and have
need to pray earmestly for his Holy Spirit. And
seeing that ye cannot by any other means compass

~the doing of so weighty a work, pertaining to the
~ salvation of man, but with doctrine and exhortation

- taken out’ of the holy scriptures, and with a life
agreeable to the same; consider how studious ye
ought to be in reading and learning the scriptures,
and in framing the manners, both of yourself and
of them that specially pertain unto you, according
to the rule of the same scripture; and for this self-
same cause, how ye ought to forsake and set aside
(as much as ye may) all worldly cares and studies.
*We have good hope that you have all weighed
and pondered these things with yourselves long.

‘before this time; and that you have clearly deter-
mined, by God’s grace, to give yourselves wholly to

~ this office, whereunto it hath pleased God to call
you; so that as much as lieth in you, you will apply
yourselves wholly to this one thing, and draw all

e TR
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es and studies this way, and that you will
continudMy pray to God, the Father by the media-
tion of oul only Savior, Jesus Chl‘lSt for the heav-
cnly assistafce of the Holy Ghost; that by daily
reading and,wghmg of the scriptures, ye mdy wax
riper and stronger n your ministry; and that ye
.may so endeavor\ out‘selves from time to time to
sanctify thé lives of you and yours, and to fashion
(iem after the rule hnd doctrine of Christ, that ye
may be wholesome apd godly examples and pat-

terns for the people to ollow

your ca

here as_sembled,_ may algo unders#dnd your mmds
and wills in these things,\andthat this, your prom- -
ise, may the more mover
shall answer plainly £o these tlnngs which we, in the
name of God and his church, shall demand of you
touching the same. .
~ 256. Do you think in your heart that you are
truly called, according to the will of our Lord Jesus
Christ, to the gospeél ministry, and td perforrn the‘
duties of an elder? -

Ans. T think so. '
President: Are yoiut persuaded. that the holy -
scriptures contain sufﬁc1ent1y all doctrines required
of necessity for eternal salvation through faith in
Jesus Christ? Arnd are you detérmined out of the
said scriptures to instruct the people committed to
your charge, and to. teach nothing as required of -
necessity to salvation but that which 'you shall be
persuaded may be concluded and: proved by the
acrlptures?‘ Bt
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A. T am so persuaded, and have 50 determmed
by God’s grace. - |

- P. Will you then glve your faithful dlllgence
always so to minister the doctrines and sacraments
and discipline of Christ, as the Lord hath com-
. manded? -

A. I will do so by the help of the Lord.

P. Will you be ready with all faithful diligence
to banish and drive away all erroneous and strange
doctrines contrary to God’s word; and to use both
public and private monitions and exhortations, as
well to the sick as to the whole, within your charge,

as need shall require and occasion shall be given?

A. I will, the Lord being my helper.

P. Will you be diligent in prayers, and in read-
ing the holy scriptures, and such studies as help to
a knowledge of the same, laying aside the studg of

~ the world and the flesh?

A. T will endeavor so to do, the Lord being my
helper.

P. Will you be diligent to frame and fashlon
'_yourself and your family according to the doctrine
of Christ; and to make both yourself and them,.
as much as in you lieth, wholesome examples and
patterns to the flock of Christ?

A. 1 shall apply myself thereto, the Lord bemg
rny helper. »

'P. Will you maintain and set forward as much
as lieth in you, quietness, peace, and love, aniong
~all’ Christian people, and, especially among those
who are or may be committed to your charge?

A. T will.do so, the Lord being my helper.

[That done, the president shall pray in this wise, and say:]

i
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Let us pray.

Almighty God and heavenly Father who of thine
infinite love and goodness toward us hast given to
us thine only and most ‘dearly beldved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be our Redeemer, and the author of ever-
laqtmg life; who after he had made perfect our re-
- demption by his death, and was ascended into hea-
ven, sent abroad into the world his apostles, pro-
- phets, evangelists, pastors and teachers, by whose

labor and ministry he gathered together a great
flock in all parts of the world, to set forth the eter-
nal praise of thy holy name; for these so great

benefits of thy eternal goodness and for that thou
hast vouchsafed to call these thy servants here pres-
ent to the same office and ministry appointed for
the salvation of mankind, we render unto thee most
hearty thanks; we praise and worship thee; and we
humbly beseech thee by the same, thy blessed Son,

to grant unto all who either here or elsewhere call

upon thy name, that we may continue to show our-
selves thankful -unto thee, for these, and all other,
thy benefits, and that we may daily increase and go
forward in the knowledge and faith of thee and thy
Son, by the Holy Spirit. So that as well by these
thy ministers, as by them over whom they shall be

appointed thy ministers, thy holy name may be for-

ever glorified, and thy blessed kingdom enlarged,
through-the same, thy Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord,

who liveth and reigneth with thee in the unity of

the same Holy Spirit, world without end. Amen.

[When this prayer is done, those to be ordained should re-
main l-.neelmg and the premdent dnd the elders present shall
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lay their hands severally upon the head of each of them, and

‘the pre51dent shall say:]

The Lord pour. upon thee the Holy Ghost for

-_the office and work of an elder in the church of
God now committed unto thee by the imposition

of our hands. And be thou a faithful dispenser of
the word of God, and of his holy sacraments; in
the name of the Father, and of -the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost. Amen."

[They shall continue to.kneel, and the president shall de-

liver to each one of them, the Bible into his hands, and shall

say ] _

Take thou authority to preach the word of God
and to administer the holy sacraments in the con-
gregatlon

[Then the president shall say:]

‘Most merciful Father, we beseech thee to send
upon these thy servants thy heavenly blessings, that
they may be clothed with righteousness and thy
word spoken by their mouths may have such suc-
cess, that it may never be spoken in vain. Grant
us also that we may have grace to hear and receive,
what they shall deliver out of thy most holy word,
or agreeably to the same, as the means of our salva-
tion; and that in all our words and deeds we may
seek thy glory and the increase of thy klngdom
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen, i

Assist us, O Lord, in all our doings, with thy
most gracious' favor, and further us with thy con-
tintial help, that in all our works begun, continued
and ended in thee, we may glorify thy name, and
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finally, by thy mercy, obtain everlasting life, through |
Jesus Christ, our Lord. TAmieR i

The peace of God, which passeth all underatand-
ing; keep your hearts and minds in the know ledge
and love of God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord; and the blessmgs of God Almxghty, the
thher the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be among
vou, and remain with you always. Amen. = = g

o e LA L T 1 U T

. 'SECTION" YL - ¢ )/ 2< i 1

MANNER OF ORDAINING DEACONS.' i
7 257. [When the day appointed for the ordination is
come, there shall be a sermon ‘or exhartation, declaring the |
duty and office of such as come to be admitted deacons. =~ =

After which one of the elders shall present to the presi- y ;
dent the persons to be ordained deacons, and their names be-
mf: read- aloud, the presxdent shall say to thc people ]

Brethren, if any of you know any crlme or im-
pediment’ in any of these persons presented to be
- ordained deacon, for which he ought not to be ad-
mitted to that office, come forth in the name of God
and . show what the criime or 1mped1ment s,

[If any crime or impediment be alleged the preb:deﬁt shall
. cease from ordaining that person until such tune as he shall

be found clear of the crime. ' & b i
Then shall be read the following collect and eplstle]

THE COLLECT.

Almighty God, who by thy divine providence has
appointed divers orders of ministers in thy church,
and who didst inspire thy apostles to choose into
the order of deacons thy first ‘martyr, St. Stephen,
with others; merclfully behold these thy servants

\

]
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now called to the like office and administrations;
‘replenish them so with.the truth of thy doctrine,
~and adorn them with innocency of life, that both by
“word and good example they may fa1thfu11y serve -
~thee in this office, to the glory of thy name, and the
_edification of thy church, through the merits of our
‘Savior, Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with

thee and the Holy Ghost now and forever. Amen
THE EPISTLE. I Tim. iii, 8—13

Likewise must the deac_ons be grave, not double- |

' tongued, not: given to much wine, not greedy of

filthy lucre; holding the mystery of the faith in a -

- pure conscience. And let these also first be proved;

then let them use the office of a deacon, being found

_blameless. Even so must their wives be grave, not
slanderers, sober, faithful in all things.” Let the

deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their
children and their own houses well. For they that

have used the office of a deacon well, purchase to
themselves a good degree, and great boldness in
the faith which is in Christ Jesus.

[Then shall the president examine each one of those who

. are to be ordained, in the presence of the people, after the

manner following:] -

Do you trust that you are inwardly moved by the
Holy Ghost to take upon you the office of the min-
istry in the church of Christ, to serve God for the
promoting of his glory and the edlﬁcatlon of his
people?

Ans. I trust so.

, Presid_en_t. Do you unfeignedly . beheve all the can-
onical scriptures of the Old and New Testament?
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L RE ] | do belleve them.

P. Will you diligently read or expound. the same

. unto the people whom you shall be appomted to
serve?
AR

| R aopertameth to the ofﬁce of a deacon to
assist the elder in divine service. And especially
when- he” ministereth the holy communion, and to
help him in the distribution thereof, and to read
and ,expound. the holy scriptures; to instruct the
youth, and in the absence of the elder to baptize.
And, furthermore, it is his office to search for the
sick, poor, and impotent, that they may be visited
and relieved. Will you do this gladly and willingly? '_

A. I will do so by the help of God. : |

P. Will you apply all your diligence to frame'
and fashion your own lives (and the lives of your
families) according to the doctrine of Christ; and
to make (both) yourselves (and them) as much
as in ycu lieth, wholesome examples of the flock of
Christ?

A. I.will do so, the Lord being my helper .

P. Will you reverently obey ‘them to. whom the
. charge and government over you is committed, fol-
lowing with glad mind and will their godly ad-
monitions? 200

e | will endeavor SO to do the Lord belng my:
helper s

- [The pre51dent laying- his hands severally upon the head of
: each one of them, shall say:] :

' Take thou authonty to execute the office of a
dcacon in the church of God, in. the name: of tllt.
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Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost
Amen

[Then shall the president deliver to each one' of. them' the
Holy Bible, saying: ]

. Take thou. authorlty to read the holy scrlptures
in the church of God, and to preach in the same.

_ [Then one of them, 1ppo:nted by the pre51dent shall read the .
: : gospel ]

Luke xii, 35 38 Let your 1011‘15 be girded about
and your llghts burning, and ye yourselves like
unto men that wait for their Lord, when he will
return from the wedding, that when he cometh and
knocketh, they may open unto him immediately.
Blessed are those servants whom the Lord when
he cometh shall find watching.  Verily I say unto
you, that he shall gird himself, and make them sit
~ down to meat, and will come forth and serve them.
And if he shall cofme in the second watch, or come

in the third watch, and find them SO, blessed are
those servants.

[Then shall the president proceed in the communion, and
all that are ordained shall receive the holy communion.

The communion ended, immediately before the benediction,
shall be said the collects following:]

Almlghty God, Giver of all good ‘things, who of
thy great goodness hast vouchsafed to accept and
take these thy servants into the office of deacon
of thy church; make them, we beseech thee, O Lord,
to be modest humble and constant in their min-
istration, ‘and to have a ready will to observe all
spiritual dlSClplme that they having always the
testlmony of a good conscience, and contmumg ever
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_stable and strong in thy Son, Christ Jesus, may sO
well behave themselves in this inferior office, that
they may be found worthy to be called into the
~ higher ministries in thy church, through the same,
~ thy Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ; to whom be glory
and honor, world without end. Amen,

‘Assist us, O Lord, in all our doings, with thy

most gracious favor, and further us with thy con-
tinual help; that in all our works begun_,_contintied
and ended in thee, we may glorify thy holy name,
aud finally, by thy mercy, obtain everlasting life,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. |

The peace of ‘God which passeth all understand- -
ing, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge

~and love of God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord. " And the blessing of God Almighty, the
Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, be among you,
and remain with you always. Amen. ~
' SECTIdN: VIL
FORM OF SOLEMNIZING MATRIMONY.

. 258. [At the day and time appbinted for the soluqmn.-
izing of matrimony, the persons to be married standing to-

gether, the man on the right hand of the woman, the minis-

ter shall say:]
Dearly beloved, we are gather_ed together here in

the sight of God, and in the presence of these wit- .

nesses, to join together this man and- this woman

in holy matrimony; which is an honorable estate,

_ instituted of God in the time of man’s.innocency,'

Sig'rlifying' unto us' the mystical union that is be-
tween Christ and his church; which holy’ estate
Christ adorned and beautified with his presence, and

il
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ﬁrs‘r miracle that he Wro’ug‘ht-ih Cana of 'Galilee, and

'is commended-of St. Paul to be honorable among
“all men; and therefore is not by any to be taken in

hand unadvisedly; but reverently, drscreetly, and in

the fear of God.

Into which holy estate these two persons present
come now to be joined. T.herefor,e if any can show
any just cause why they may not lawfully be joined
together, let him Nnow speak or else hereafter for- -

~ ever hold his peace.

[And also speakmg unto: ‘the persons tha.t are to be marrled
: he may say: ]

i) reqmre and charge you both (as you will an-
swer at the dreadful day of judgment, ‘when the
secrets of all hearts shall be disclosed) that if either
of you know any impediment why you may not be
lawfully joined together in'matrimdnfy, you do now

‘confess it, for be ye well assured, that so many as

are coupled together otherwise than God’s word
doth allow, are not joined together by God ne1the1
is their matrlmony lawful

[If no impedzment be alleged, then shall the mmxster say unto
the man:]

i

M w1lt thou have this woman to be thy Wedded

. wife, to live together after God’s ordinance, in the:

holy estate of matrimony? = Wilt thou love her,
comfort her, honor, and keep her, in,sickness and
in health; and, forsaking all other, keep thee only
unto her, so long as ye both shall live?
['I‘_he'n the man shall adsWer:]-_ i

T will,
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CONFERENCE BOUNDARIES.

: ﬂ260. 5 Genesée (1860).—-Th'e Genesee confer-
& ence shall embrace that portion of the state of New
¥ York lying west of the Genesee river, including

Scio and Wellsville. Tl e
" {261, 2. Illinois (1860).—The Illinois conference
shall embrace all that part of the state of Illinois
north of a line begim;ling_,at‘ Fort Madison, Towa,
" junning east to the Iilinois river, thence down the
liver to a point dite west of Fowler, Indiana, thence .
east to the state line. i

~ {262. 3. Susquehanna (1862).—The Susquehanna
-conference shall embrace the counties of Tioga, Ly-
- coming, Sullivan and Bradford in the state of Penn-
sylvania, all that part of the state of New York east
of Genesee conference, and north of a line begin-
ning at Great Bend, in Pennsylvania, and running
due north to the Albany and Susquehanna railroad,
* thence east along said railroad to Oneonta, ar‘lld'
8 (hence due east to the state of Massachusetts; but
| .ot including the villages situated immediately
ipon that portion of the said Albany and Susque- |
hanna railroad. T : Sl
263. 4. Michigan (1865).—The, Michigan con- -

149 |

{ o

Rochester, Mount Morris, Groveland, Belmont, ;
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ference shall embmce that portlon of the state of
Michigan lying south of the base line.

1 264. 5. Kansas (1871).—The Kansas conference
shall include all that portion of the state of Kansas
lying east of a line running due north from Okla-
 homa territory, along the west line of McPherson
county, Kansas, to the southwest corner of Cloud
county, Kansas; thence east to the southeast cor-
ner of the said Cloud county; thence due north to
 the Nebraska state line,

{1 265. - 6. Minnesota and Northern Iowa (1872).
—The Minnesota ‘and Northern Iowa conference

shall embrace that portion of the state of Minnesota
south ‘of a line running due west from Stillwater,
Minnesota, to Lac-qui- -parle lake and thence up
the north and east bank of the Minnesota river, to
the 46th parallel of latitude, and thence west across
to the west line of Dakota, except Nobles, Rock,
Pipe Stone, Murray, Liticoln, Lyon, Yellow Medi-
cine and Lac-qui-parle counties in Minnesota, and. -
shall include that portion of Iowa not included in
the Iowa, West Towa, and South Dakota confer-
ences.

{ 266. 7. New York (1873) —-The New York con-
ference shall embrace all parts of the states of New
York and Pennsylvania not included in the Genesee,
Pittsburg, Oil City 'and Susquehanna conferences,
and the states of New Jersey, Maryland, Delaware
and Virginia,

1267. 8. Iowa -'(1875)-—TheA Iowa 'conference
~shall include that portion of theé state of Iowa lying

east and south of the following lines: beginning at
the southeast corner of Decatur county, thence
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north to Hamilton county, thence along the east
line of Hamilton and Wright counties to the north-
cast corner of Wr1ght county, thence east to Clay-
ton on the Mississippi river. It shall also include
the city of Des Moines accordxng to its present -
~ incorporate limits (1898). ' ;

268. 9. Wisconsin (1875).—The Wlsconsm con-
fcrence shall include the state of Wisconsin.

1269. 10.. North Michigan (1876).—The North
Michigan conference shall embrace that portion of
the state of Michigan lying north of the base line
from the southeast corner of Eaton county, and
southwest corner of Ingham, thence north parallel
with the meridian line to Lake Huron. It shall
also include the Upper Peninsula and Drummond’s
Island, together with St Joseph’s Island m On-
tario. .

T270. 11 Ohio' (1879).——The Ohio conference
shall embrace the state of Ohio, except the towns in-
cluded in the Pittsburg conference.

271, 12. Central Illinois (1879).—The Central
[linois conference shall include that portion of the
state of Illinois not included in the Illinois and
- Wabash conferences, It shall also include the city.
of St. Louis, Missouri. |

Y272, 13 Texas (1881): --The Texas conference
shall include the state of Texas.

273, 14.- Missouri (1883).—The Missouri con-
ference shall embrace all that portion of the state
“of Missouri lymg north of a line beginning at Car-
cndolet and running directly west through the state,
- via Warrenshurg, to the west line of the state, ex-
cept the city of St. Louls

. .
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1274. 15. West Kansas _(1883).—¥The West Kan-

sas conference shall include all parts of the state

of Kansas not included in the Kansas conference.
1 275. 16. South Dazkota (1883).—The South Da-

kota conference shall embrace the state by . that

name and that part of North Dakota lying south of
the 46th parallel of north latitude and shall also
include Lyon, Osceola, O’Brien and Sioux coun-
ties in the state of Towa, and Nobles, Rock, Pipe

‘Stone, Murray, Lincoln, Lyon, Yellow Medicine

and Lac-qui-parle counties in Minnesota.
f1276. 17. Pittsburg (1883).—The Pittsburg con-

ference shall ‘include all that part of the state of

Pennsylvania lying west of a line running’ across
the state due north and south through the east baun- -

. dary line of Pot_ter county, not included in the Oil
City conference. It shall also include all the towns

from the Pennsylvania state line to Bridgeport on |
the west bank of the Ohio river in which the Pitts-
burg conference now has organlzed souetles, and

- the state of West Virginia.

f1277. 18. California (1883).—The California con-
ference shall embrace all of the state of California
lying: north of San Luis Ob1spo, Kern and Inyo.
counties.

f 278. 10. East Michigan (1884).—The East Mlch-
igan conference shall embrace all that part of Michi-
gan“lying north of Tthe base line, and east of a. line

 beginning at the southwest corner of Ingham and

southeast corner of Eaton counties, tlience'north
running parallel with the meridian lme to Lake
Huron ' e

l 279. 20. Lo'uisiana (1884).—Louisiana confer-
ence shall include the state of Louisiana,
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M 280.. 21. Oregon (1885) —-—The Oregon con-
ference shall include all that part of the state of
Oregon I}mg west of the summlt of the Cascade
mountains.
a8 22, West Towa (1885).—The West Iowa
conference shall embrace all that part of the state
of Towa lying west of the Iowa conference, and
south of a line running west from the northeast
corner of Wright county al'ong the county lines to
the Big Sioux river,

1 282. 23. Wabash (1883). —The Wabash confer~
ence shall include all that part of the state of In-
diana not embraced in the territory of the North In-

- diana conference and that portion of the state of

- Illincis bounded by a line running west from Fowl-

er, Indiana, to a point six miles west of the Chi-

cago branch of the Illinois Central railroad, and

thence running southwest, parallel with said railroad
to the south line of Shelby county, and thence along

~ the line of the Springfield branch of the Ohio and

Mississippi railroad to Shawneetown.

1 283. 24. Colorado (1886).—The Colorado con-
ference shall embrace the state of Colorado, the state
of Utah and the southern part of Wyoming. .

M 284.. 25. North Minnesota (1887) -—-The North
Minnesota conference shall embrace all that part of
the state of Minnesota not included in the ane :
sota and Northern Iowa conference. '
~ {[28s. 26. North Indiana (1887) —North Indiana
_conference. shall embrace that part of Indiana north _
and east of a line running east along the line of the .
' Toledo, Peoria and Warsaw railroad to the second
- principal mendlan, thence due south to the south

)

' s '
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'line of Boone county, theﬁee'd’ue east to the Ohio '

state line. It shall include the whole of Union City.
 286. 27. Nebraska (1890).—The Nebraska con-

‘ference shall commence at the southwest corner
‘of Thayer county, Nebraska, thence due north to“the

northwest corner of Platte county, Nebraska, thence
west on the base line to the southeast corner of

~Grant county, thence north to the state line of
South Dakota, thence east to the Missouri river at

Yankton, thence down the Missouri river to the
south line of Nebraska, thence west to the south-

‘west corner of Thayer county, the place of begin-
~ ning. '

fl 287. 28. Southern California  (1891).—The
Southern California conference shall embrace all’
of the state of California not embraced in the Cali-
fornia conference, together with the terrltorles of
Arizona and New Mexico.

 288. 20. Arkansas and Southern Missouri
(1895).—The Arkansas and Southern Missouri con-
ference shall embrace the state of Arkansas together
with that part of Missouri not included in the Mis-
souri conference

289, _30. Columbia River (1896) ——The Colum-
bia River conference shall embrace all those por-
tions of the states of Oregon and Washington lying
east of the summit of the Cascade mountains, and
shall also include the state of Idaho. -

| 200. 31. Washington (1896).—The Washmg-
ton conference shall embrace all that part of the |
state of Washington lying west of the summit of
the Cascade mountains. | Fr

 201: 32. Platte . River * (1896).—The Platte
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River conference shall include all that part of the
, state - of Nebraska not 1nc1uded in the Nebraska
. conference |

1 202. .33. Western Ontar10 (1896) .—The West-
ern Ontario conference shall include all that part of
- the province of Ontario lying west of the follow-
ing boundary line: the Niagara river,” the west
bounds of the counties of Peel and Simcoe, and the
west bounds of the Muskoka, Parry Sound and
Nippissing districts, excepting' St. Joseph Island.

{ 203. 34. Eastern Ontario (1896).—The Easty
ern Ontario conference shall include all that part
of the province of Ontario not included in the
Western Ontario and Michigan conierences.

 204. 35 Kentucky and Tennessee (1896).—
The Kentucky and Tennessee conference shall in-
~clude the states of Kentucky and Tennessee. ,
1 205. 36. North Dakota (1897).—The Nporth

Dakota conference shall include all of the sta}é of s
North Dakota not 1nc1uded in the South Dakota
conference.

Ml.206. 37. Qil City (1899)..——-The Qil City con-
ference shall include that part of the state of Penn-

sylvania lying westof a line beginning at the north-
- east’ corner of % county in said state and run-
ning due south to’the south bounds of the state.
This line, north and south, is also the east bound-
‘ary line of the Pittsburg conference. The southern
boundary line of the Oil City conference shall be
as follows: beginning at the Ohio state line and

running due east along the south bounds of Law-
rence county to the west bounds of Clearfield
county, thence south to the¢ southwest corner of
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Clearﬁeld county, thence east along the south
bounds of Clearfield and Centre counties to the
eastern boundary line of the Oil City and Plttsburg,
~ conferences above mentioned. -
T 297. 38 Oklahoma (1899) —The Oklahoma

conference shall include all of Oklahoma and |73
dian territories.
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COURSES Ol;j STUDY

SECTION I

COURSE OF STUDY FOR TRAVELING'
- PREACHERS

- P_R_ELI}V.[INA,RY COURSE.

- 208. English grammar, arithmetic, méde_rﬁ

geography, Free Methodist Discipline, spelling and

- composition, Binney’s Theological Compend, Wes-
ley’s_ Plain Account of Christian Perfection.

FIRST YEAR,

The Bible——D octrinés

T[ 299. Define the followmg doctrmes and give
~ three proof texts of each: ; b
The existence of God; the attnbutes of God,
@ ely, umty, spiritaality, eternity, ommipotence, .'
biquity, omniscience, immutability, wisdom, truth,
justice, mercy, love, goodness, holiness; the trinity
in unity; the deity of Christ; the humanity of
- Christ; the union of Deity and humanity; person-
ality and deity of the Holy Ghost; depravity; atone-
- ment; repentance; justification by faith; regenera-
tion; adoption; the witness of the Sp1r1t .growth in
T
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~ grace; Christian perfection; possibility of final
i apostasy; immortality of the soul; resurrection of "
the body; general Judgment rewards and pumsh-_
~ment. f : e
‘Ralston’s Dwmlty, Part I Books | (G0 and" AT
- Hand Book of Homiletics. and Pastoral Theology,
. by Wilson T. Hogue, Part I.; Lockwood’s Les-
sons in English—first six_chapters .

~ Present a written sermon. S S gl o
g Read Wesley’s Sermons, Vol. 1; Robert’s Fish-

- S ers of Men;* Briggs On The Sabbath; ‘Schaff’s
Person of Christ; Hart’s Remmlscences of Early
Free Methodism.

SECOND YEAR.
- The Bible—Sacraments.
{ 300. Baptism—its nature, design, obligation,

,_ sub_]ects and mode; the Lord’s supper——-its nature,
"~ design and obligation.

.Ralston’s Divinity, Part I., Books 4, 5 and 6 and_
Part II.; Lockwood’s Lessons in English—the last-
five chapters; Hogue’s Homiletics and Pastoral
Theology, Part II.; Wayland’s Moral Science;
Nast's Introductlon to the Gospels; Hurlburt's
- Biblical-Geography.

Present a written sermon., '

Read Wesley’s Sermons, Vol. II Wood’s Per- .
fect Love; Spurgeon’s Addresses to Students; W_'
 Robertson Nicoll’s The Church’s One Foundatlon

The Life of 'W esley by Tellord.

- *Until a new edition of Fishers of -Men is published Iin
ney’s Revival Lectures shall be substituted

]




Sec.2] = COURSE OF §TUDY = . 1mg

THIRD YEAR.

, The Blble——History and Chronology

1 301, Candldates to be prepared upon the lead-
mg events of the Old and New Testaments; Ral-
_ston’s. Dlwnlty, Parts ITI. and IV.; Jevon’s Logic;
Blackburn’s Church Hlstory, I—Iopkm s Outline
Study of Man. A

Present a written sermon. o
- Read Stevens’ History of Methomsm Life of
Redﬁeld Walker’s ‘Philosophy of the Plan of Sal- |
vation, and Roberts Holmess Teachings.

' FOURTH-YEAR.
7 302.. Review the whole course.

- ‘Butler’s Ana]ogy |

Present a written sermon. i
Read D’Aubigne’s History of the Reformatlon
Reed’s Rules of Order and the Digest of Free
Methodist Law.

SECTION IL

COURSE OF STUDY FOR LOCAL
| PREACHERS

' £
In whmh to be exammed by the quarterly conference
FIRST YEAR,

9 303. Sims’ Helps to B:ble Study, second edi-
tion, and Articles of Religion and General Rules as |
set. forth in the Discipline. :
Binney’ s Compend.
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Read Wesley's Sermons, Vol. I.; Fishers of
Men.* and Schaff's Peérson of Christ. S
SECOND Y}:.m. '
The Bubﬁ&—Doctrmes-

f m Repemmcce justification, adopuon, entire
sanctification and the divinity of Christ. -
Wesley's Plain Account of Christian Perfectzon

'-Hm«’ﬁm& of Hnmn.et.cu.,by W. T Hogue

_R@:&dl Wesley's Sermons, Vol. Arthur
Tomgune of Fire, and W. Robertson N’lcoﬂ 3 T“ze',

: f“rmu-sf-{}nc Foundation.

. secoN mL @ |
C"‘ URSE OF STUDY FOR LOCAL
PRE:\CHERS '

Who wish to be "-ﬁame{i dmccms |
The Bible—Doctrines, same as first year fm- t:rav*elmg
LR | preachers. .
f 05 Field's Handbook of Theology, Bk ha-u-
Wesley's Plamm Account of Christian Perfection.
Rwd Arthur's Tofr*gue of Fire: Roberts’ Flaher:
§ Men, and Life of “ esley by Teltord

Ccou IRSE OF STUDY FOR LOCf\L
DE&CO\”‘

© Wheo wish to be o:rdained elders.

T
=y

The Eﬁ'ﬁ-'ie—'*-s.s:*z*e":s, El‘*-"*o-v and. chronology.

1 W‘ E:rwmx H:a.nu}fak of Theology -second

half- Wood's Pt”‘te‘t LO\E 0 _f
*Sew mote O page ITT ;

h_’l \. ! { ‘ \
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‘Read Selections from Wesley’s Sermons-. Rob-
erts’ Holiness Teachings; Walker's Philosophy of
the Plan of Salvation.

"N. B—-The examination of local preachers who wish to
te ordained shall be conducted by the annual conference.
Let the examining committees and candidates to be exam-
ined be present at the seat of conference for examinations
not later than the first day of the conference session. Can-
didates not present at such time forfeit their right to exam-
ination for ihat year. In conducting examinations, examin.
ers shall report. the standing of each candidate in each book
according to a scale of ten, six being satisfactory. s




INCORPORATION

..INCORPORATION OF THE FREE METH-,,

ODIST CHURCH.

{507, “An act to 1ncorporate the Free Metho-

- dist” General Conference of North America, passed
| Apnl 30, 1873.”

- The people of the state of New York, represented.
in senate and assembly, do enact as follows: _
- Section 1. The General Conference of the Free
Methodist Church of North America shall be, and is

* hereby declared to be a corporate and politic body,
by the name and style of the “Free Methodist Gen-

eral Conference of North Amenca,” and. by that
name it shall have perpetual succession; shall be
capable of suing and being sued in any court what-

~ever; and shall have and use a common seal, which

they may alter and change at pleasure. ' :

- 2. Tt shall be lawful for the regular members
of said general conference at its regular consti--
tutional meetings, to appoint such officers, and to
make and ordain such by-laws and regulatlons in

relation to the management and 4isposition of their
real and personal estate, the duties of their officers,
‘and the management of the corporate: offices, as
.they shall think proper; provided they" are not in-

162
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consistent with the constitution of the Unitéd
States. ' -

3. The sa1d corporatlon shall have power to hold
in trust church property, and deeds of other benefi-
cent, educational or publishing institutions; and
of taking, holding and receiving any property—real
or personal or mixed—by virtue of any devise, be-
quest, grant or purchase, subject to the restrictions
and limitations of ex1st1ng laws; prov:ded the an-
nual income of such property shall not exceed the
sum of two hundred thousand dollars, and that the
same shall be appropriated to religious, charitable,
missionary, or educational purposes; and to sell,
deed and convey any real or personal property,
when necessary to serve the purposes of the cor-
poration.

4. The officers of sald corporatmn shall hold -
over until their successors are elected and qualified,
and shall exercise such powers and do such duties
~as shall be authonzed by the by-laws of said ' cor-
poration.

5. This act shall take effect unmedlately

oo+ ha following named persons shall be the
trustees of the “Free .Methodist General Confer-
ence of North America,” as provided for in the act
- of corporation, passed April 30, 1873, by the legis-
‘Tature of the state of New York, to wit: J., Travis,
J. G. Terrill, John Ellison, J £ Ward, O, P,
Rogers, D. W. Abrams. |

2. The said trustees shall have full power to take
possession of and to receive and hold, subject to
the order and direction of the general conference,
any property, real, or personal, or mixed, which
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may he owned by or belong to the said ‘generalti con-

- ference, by virtue of any. devise, bequest grant or
purchase.

3. The said trustees shall be d1v1ded mto two
classes, as follows, to-wit:
The first class shall comprise *J Elhson J. L.

‘Ward, O. P. Rogers.

The second: class shall comprlse 1 Tna\us TG
Terrill, D. W. Abrams.

The first. class, elected 'this year shall hold their
office for four years, and until others are appomted
in their place.

The second class shall hold their office en.ght
years, and until others shall be appomted in their
place. | .

4. The said trustees shall elect their president,
secretary, and treasurer, who shall perform the
duties usually pertaining to their office.

5. The said trustees shall make a full report of
all their proceedings to each successive general i

conference,

6. If the place of any of these trustees shall be-
come vacant during the intervals of a general con-
ference, it shall be filled by the remaining trustees.

7. Seal.—We recommend the procuring of a seal
inscribed “The Free Methodlst General Conference
of N. A” | .

' 398 Form of bequest of money or other per-
sonal property: “I give and bequeath to the Free

~ *N. B.—The terms of S. K. J. Chesbro, W. A.: Sellew,
and O. P. Ray expire.in 1907. The terms.of E., P. Hart,
B. R. Jones and W. T. Hogue expire in 1911,

[
[}

Ljﬂ . ¢ A | . : i




_ INCORPORATION - | 165

- \Iethodlst General Conference of North America the
o000 o) By . dollars, to be used and apprOpnated
by that body to religious, ¢ hantable mxssmnary or
educational purposes.

Real estate:

land).”

1 grant and _devise, (full description of the .

Y
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DECISIONS AND RULES

e
DECISION% OF SUPERIN’TENDENTS

Approved by general conferences, and general confercnce
resolutions havmg the force of law. o)

1866.

ﬂ 300. )On Hop- Growmg ——Resolved That in -
our opinion, the raising of hops for the general mar-
ket is a violation of the rule of'Discipline prohibit-

ing “‘evil of every kind;” and also of the rule pro-
~ hibiting the “doing of what we know is not for the
glory of God.”

] 310. Resolved, That the executive committee
be empowered to elect an additional superintend-
ent, if, in their Judgment the cause of God demands

f3rT. ,;On Missions&:—Re‘sOlved, That the general
superinteridents have charge of all missions outside
of the recpgmzed bounds of the annual conferences.

312z 'On Boundaries. —Resolved, That any
question of boundaries that may. arise, be referred
to the executive committee. '

I 313. Disapproval of Conference Action.—Re-
solved, 1, That the action of the Susquehanna'con-

“ference in passing a certain resolution on the use of

tobacco, be dtsapproved the said conference having

transcended its powers in attempting to enact laws.
166 "
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© (The resolution referred to was passed by the Sus-
quchanna conference of 1886, and read as follows:
“Resolved, That if any of the preachers of this con-
ference —are“gnown to indulge in the use of to-
hacco, CHEdLe by chewing or smoking, during the
coming\sg#a¥, they shall, at the next session of the
from the traveling con-

e e i PR A S
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conference, be discontinued
nection.””) : | Sy
2. That the action of the Susquehanna confer-
ence, 'in receiving W. J. Selby into full connection
“after but one year's trial, be disapproved. _
314, Law Question: “as an annual confer-
ence authority under the Discipline, to try a proba-
tioner upon charges of immoral conduct?”
Conferernice voted nay 120 5.

: 1_870.

¢ 315, On the Admission of Ministers.—It was
decided by the president that as all the disciplinary
questions may be acted on at any time during the
session of an annual conference it is right to report
_ministers received into full connection, as having a
seat in the conference. On motion, conference sus-
tained the decision. . | |
{ 316. On Conference Resolutions—No annual
conference shall pass resolutions or adopt reports
interpreting discipliné, and then hold any minister
or member to trial for violating such resolutions or
reports. i Gl
317, Every member of our church in good
standing removing to another circult, or desirous
of uniting with any other gvangelical church, 1is
_entitled to a certificate of his good standing. -
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 318. No person who wishes to leave our so-
ciety, without uniting with any other society ot
church, is entitled to a certificate of membershlp
 319. If complaints are made against a ‘mem-

ber, involving immorality or a violation of our

rules, he is entitled to a speedy trial, unless said
complaints are otherwise disposed of.

{l 320. No secretary of any annual conference

has a rlght to insert anything in the -conference -

 321. Resolyed, That we disapprove of the prac-

records other tEan actual conferel@ce.busmess.
tice of calling & quarterly conference. together in

! any other way than that prescrlbed by the D1s-
~ opline, ;

.187-4-.
1 322 Resoil'\ red, That it is the sense' of this con-
ference that the rule of our D1sc1p11ne forbidding

the wearing of gold, applies to those who wear
gold wedding rings. :

L | __1878.

 323. In the case of S. Irwin, who was refused
admission as delegate to the Nea;v York conference;

it being claimed. that he was not a member of the

‘church which elected him:

The president held, “That in the admlssmn of a

delegate to which obJect1on is made an annual con-

ference may inquire, |
1. If the society mecting was held and thc

“election fairly conducted accordmg to Dlsmplme

2. If the returns were correctly made.
3. If the person elected was eligible,"

9
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But the chair decided that each society has the
right to determine who are its members: that an
annual conference has no right to decide who are
or who are not members of any particular society.”

This decision was appealed from, and the e} S SRLG o
ference voted not to sugtain the chalr-—-by I1 nays,
5 yéae. . s
- This action was reported by the commlttee
conference records, of the general conferenta of
1878, as a violation of Discipline. The report was
adopted, thus sustaining the decision of the presi-
- dent. - -~:;f.”

1 324. On Past Enactments Resolutions, etc.— R
Resolved, That all enactments,. decisions and reso- e
lutions of the various general conferences, that ate:
inconsistent with our Discipline, as revised by tlﬁSj;-'
generai conference, are hereby repealed. |

 325. On Salaries of General Supermtenden‘ts
~—Resolved, That the salaries of our general suQ@‘r-.__{_-f-" o

intendents be raised by conference collections; and ;
that the executive committee be instructed to make
the apportionment to the respective conferences a
so arrange the time for taking the collections f@
the same among said conferences that some
be taken in each quarter of the year. :
: 1832, i s _

. 1 326. On the Membership of Probationers in .
Annual Conferen&(es.-'——The following . questions
wer¢ answered by '\B. T. Ro‘berts at _the -G_enésee i
mnference ' ' 5

82 : il
- Are prlfz}}ners on probation in an annual con-
ference still memberq of a qoc1ety? Amwer No
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2. Should thejr be rep'orted from the circuit as
local preachers? Answer, No. - ,
3. Should their licenses be renewed by the Quar-

*  terly conference, as others? Answer, No.

1 327. Women Eligible as Delegates.—B. T.
Roberts decided at the New York conference that
women are eligible to election as delegates to the
annual conference. Approved.

f 328. The following questions were asked and

~answered at the general conference of 1882:

1. If a preacher believes the Bible to be opposed
to women taking a part in the governmental af-
fairs of the church, and has not hitherto regarded
the language of the Discipline as admitting of the
election of women as delegates to the annual con-
ference, is he bound.by the action of this confer-
ence to rule that the Discipline does now admit
of it? |

Answer—By ‘President B. T:. Roberts: It is my
opinion that he is.

2. Would it be maladministration of Discpline

to rule that it is not disciplinary to elect women

as delegates?
.Answer—In my opinion it would.

The general conference approved these answers

as correct.

1 320. Absent Delegates —Resolved, That it is
the sense of this conference, that a delegate is not
a member of an-annual or a general conference un-
til - he is present, and has presented his credentials.

1 330. Preserving Original Minutes.—Resolved,
That the secretaries of the several conferences be

~required tq. keep the original or so-called rough
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minutes, as approved by the conference, in a book
to be preserved with. the journal. ' '

1886, _

fi 331. Resolved, That when a certificate is given
to a member of our church who wishes to unite
with some other evangelical denomination, the cer-
tificate shall read as follows: ‘“A. B., the ‘bearer,
wishing to become a member of another evangelical
church, we hereby certify that he has been an ac-
ceptable member of the Free Methodist church,
and cordially commend .......... to the fellowship
of any such church with which ........:. may de-"
sire to unite: His membership in the Free Metho_—
dist church ceases when this certificate is given.’

 332. The following questions were asked and
answered at the general conference of 1886:

1. If a certificate of membership be given a
member of one of our churches, and that member
shall, at a subsequent time, present his cerq/ate
of membership to one of our churches in Some
other place, he having, since the reception of the
‘certificate, been guilty of unchristian conduct, is
the church to which the certificate shall be pre-
sented obliged to receive the certificate? |

Answer—By President B. T. Roberts: It is.

2. When an annual conference ‘organizes a cir- =
cuit and appoints a preacher to it, but the preacher
declines to travel it, and the chairman being un- =
able to supply it with another preacher, may he
blend the unsupplied circuit with an adjacent cir-
cuit without the consent of the official board of the
unsupplied circuit? |
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Answer——By President B. a5y Roberts I think
he could not.

3. When a preacher has been appomted to 3 elf:
- cuit, has the chairman a right to appoint said
preacher to the charge of another circuit wh1le he
retains charge of the first?

Answer—By President B. T. Roberts: No. He
may add to the circuit, but cannot appoint a
preacher-to two circuits at the same time. W

 333. The following question was asked at the
sixteenth session of the Kansas annual conference,
and was answered by President B. T. Roberts; from
whose decision an appeal was taken to the gen-
eral conference of 1886, by which the decxslon of the
president was unanimously sustained: i

If a man in his sinful state be divorced from his
wife,, but not on scriptural grounds, and she be.
~married to another man, after which the divorced
man becomes converted and joins our church, do
the facts in the case as afore stated clear him in
the eyes of the law, the eyes of God and the eyes of
- our Discipline, so that he has the right to marry
again? The president decided that in the case
stated, the legal divorce separates the man from his
~ wife in the eyes of the law, and that the subsequent
marriage of the woman separates the man from the
~ woman in a scriptural sense; he is therefore en-
titled to.a divorce on scriptural grounds; but as
he cannot obtain it, he is in the sense of the scrip-
ture ‘entitled to marry again. -

f 334. Resolved, That the reports adopted by'
the annual conference should be kept on file and
not recorded in the journal, except the financial
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the annual conference. .
1 335. Whereas, Conﬂ1ct1ng decisions by the su-

perintendents in the intervals of the general con-

ference are llable to make divisions, and tend to
_ annoy and confuse the spirit of harmony among us,
therefore,

Resolved, That when one of the general superin-
tendents has rendered a decision on any point of

law in any annual conference, said decision shall
be the rule in the case, until the dec131on is reversed
by the general conference. :

© 1804

1 336. Resolved, That when satisfactory evi-
dence is received that a conference minister has:
umted with another church, he shall be considered
as having withdrawn from the church and the con-
ference, and shall be so recorded on the conference
journal.

337 An elder of North Mlemgan conference,
having withdrawn from the church, was given a
letter by Superintendent Hart, stating that he had

been an ordained elder in the North Michigan con-

~ference, and recommending him ‘‘to all Christian
people.” He afterwards presented the Ietter to
the same conference, and Supermtendent Cole-
man decided that he could not be received om the
letter—that he was out of the church. The com-
mittee on general superintendency recommended
 that the decision be approved. : The recommenda-
~ tion was adopted by the conference. :

l 338. Law Question—‘'Can the appellate court

DECISIONS AND RULES = 173

reports, and such as 'niay be recorded by order of
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8O out51de of the grounds of appeal as subrmtted

to it by the appellant?”’
Answer by the Chair.— In the dec1s:on I should

* say it must confine itself to the grounds of .the ap-

peal in the case. It is entitled, however, to all that
will throw light upon the appeal as presented.”

1 339. “Does the Discipline make final the de-
cision of the committee on appeals without ap-
proval by the general conference when such com-
mittee renders its verdict while the general con-
ference that appointed it is in session?’

Answer: ‘“The Discipline makes the decision of

a comrittee on appeals final.  There can be no

appeal therefrom.”
"1 340. At the close of the election of the general :

‘superintendents, E. P. Hart moved, That it is fhe . '
- sense of the conference that W. T. Hogg is entitled.
‘to his seat and office as general superintendent un+

til the close of this session. Supermtendent Cole-
man in the chair decided that it would be proper to
place the newly-elected superintendent in the chair
if the conference saw fit to do so. An appeal was
taken from the decision, and the conference re-
fused to sustain the chair. W. T. Hogg was thus

authorized to act as superintendent unt11 the final

adjournment of the conference

1 341. The comm1ttee on supermtendency re-
ported that at the session of the West Kansas
conference an appeal from a qua'rterly conference
came before that body, complaining of "the refusal
of the quarterly conference to renew the license of
a woman on the ground that the Discipline did
not authorize the licensing of women to preach.
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Superintendent Roberts in the chair rendered the
M following decision: el
“Sex in itself is not, accordlng to our d:smp]me
and usages, a sufficient reason for withholding a
local preacher’s license. Therefore, it was a viola-
tion of our discipline and usages to refuse to renew
the license of the person 1n question, solely be-
cause she 15 a woman.’

The committee disapproved of the decision. The
conference, by a vote of 45 to 26 adopted the report
of the committee. _

{1 342. A resolution bemg offered durmg the
sitting, of Thursday afternoon, October 24, 1894, to
reconsider the action locating the publishing house
at Chicago, the chair decided that a vote by ballot .
could not be reconsidered. An appeal from the
decision was taken and the conierence refused to
sustain the «hair. : '

M 343. Resolution. —In ‘response to a memorial
from the Southern California conference in regard"
to the wearing of neckties, the conference adoptedl

. the following: it - - |
It is the sense of the conference that this mat-

ter is one concerning wlnch every man should be

fully persuaded in his own mind,’ and gulded by

hlS personal convictions™ ¢ '

: 1898

1 344. The followmg questlon was asked at the
. Susquehanna Conference of 1897, and was answered
by President E. P. Hart, from whose decision an -
appeal was taken to the general conference of 1898:

“Is ‘previous labor necessary before brmglng
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charges against a preacher belongmg to an annual
conferencer” '
The presrdent decided that no previous labor is

necessary in case of charges at the annual confer-

ence, as that body has orlgmal _]uI'lSdlCth)n over the

~ preachers composing it.

The decision of the pre51dent was sustalned by

~the general conference.

- 1 345. The following questions were asked at
the Kansas conference of 1805, and were answered
by the president, B. R. Jones. An appeal was taken
from his decisons to the general conference of 1898:

“1. If a man obtains a divorce from his wife on
other. than scriptural grounds and afterward mar-

ries a woman who had obtained a divorce from her

“husband without scriptural reason, would the par-
 ties thus divorced and remarried be entltled to

membership in the church?” %

Answer. I think they would not.

2. “Is it a violation of Discipline for a minister
to receive a person into the church who has ob-

tained a-divorce on other than scriptural grounds?

Answer: In my opinion it is. !
3. “Would the preacher receiving into'the
church persons - thus divorced be liable to the

~ charge of maladministration?”

Answer: 1 thlnk he would.

These decisions were approved by the general
conference . e

1 346. Resolved That in no case shall the re-

~ port of the committee on ministerial relations be
-expunged from the records of an annual conference
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without the consent of the minister whose case had. -

been under consideration.

l 347. Whereas, The general conference of 1890-

decided that section 5, chapter viii., of the Disci-
pline, did not admit of receiving women into an-
nual conference on trial or in full connection; there-
fore, -

Resolved, That 1t is the sense of thls conierence
that since the aforesaid action it has been a viola-
tion of Discipline to receive a woman into an an-
nual conference on trial or in full connection.

- 1Q903.

1 348. The general conference ordeqed that the

following action of the executive committee be in-
serted in the Discipline: |

In 1899 a petition was presented from the Central

Illinois conference asking whether membership in
the “miners’ union” was a violation of our Disci-
pline. The committee decided as follows: We
are of the opinion that these trade unions are, as
a rule, secret organizations, and, from a cursory
glance at their nature, trend and practical workings,
we consider that membership in any of these minor

secret orders contravenes membership in the Free

Methodist churgh,
In 1900 a preacher of the Iowa conference asked

the decision of the committee on a question pertain-
ing to the rights of our people to hold member-
ship in certain labor unions. The answer of the

committee was as follows:
As the question oi our relation to secret socie-

‘ties and labor unions has again been brought be-

~N
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fore us by an aggneved member of our church,
this committee thinks it expedient to make the fol-
lowing statements: i | '

We reaffirm our position regarding secret so-
cieties as expressed in our discipline and affirmed
by this committee at their meeting in October,
1809. We are unequivocally opposed to all secret
societies and cannot make any change in our rules
on this subject, nor can we relax in the least our
determination to no'orouqu enforce this rule, W1th-
out exception or favor. .

We cannot, however, allow th1s position to be
misinterpreted and misconstrued as opposition to

organized labor as such. We are not opposed to

such proper organizations as seek to promote the

interest of the laboring man. It would be unrea-

sonable and- inconsistent for us to do so, as fully

- three-quarters of our membersh:p are found among

the laboring classes. To oppose organized labor
that seeks the betterment of the laborlng classes
would be to oppose our own interests.
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[NOTE.—The figures standing alone refer to the numbers
of the paragraphs, {f. -Those in parentheses, to the di-
visions of said paragraphs.]

Admission:

Into the church, 45-48.
Into the annual conference, 102, 103
(See Members and C_onferences)

Annual Conference. (See Conferences.)
Arbitration:
To settle dlsputes, 1aw governing, 243- 47

Articles of Religion 14-36.

‘Subseribed to by members, 46 (6).
Subscribed to by preachers, 101 (1), 103.
How they may be changed, 68 (1), 69.

Apparel:.
Modest, not adorned, not costly, 8, 46 (4), 49.

| Appeal:

Not to be denied, 68 ‘(3).

Court of, 74, 89 (), 225, 238.

Of traveliug preachers to general conference, 238.
Of local preachers to annual conference, 232,
Of members to quarterly conferences 225.
Of members, how forfeited, 225.

~'Who debarred from sitting on, 220 (5).
Grounds of, to be stated, 220 (6).

Powers 9f Court of, 220 (7)

May be referred to committee, 237, 239,
President of court of, 74, 96 '(8), 237.
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Appointments:

_ g :
Of traveling preachers with limitation 82.
~Of district elders, 97 (12, 15).

By district elders, restriction, 97 (10).

Preachers may be left w1thout -84, 8.
Of local preachers, 126.

Of evangelists by annual conferernce, 128 (3).
Of general evangelists, 128 (4).
By evangeli_sts 128 (4).

Appro'prmtiuons :
Of mission funds, 152, 158.
Of claimants’ funds, 174.

Of educational funds, 198.
. (See support.)

Bands: 129.

Baptism: -

. Article on, 31.

Prerequisite of church membership, 46.
Modes of, 248 (1).

No charge for, 248 (2).

. Performed by elders and deacons, 98 (2), 99 (2).
Of infants, ritual for 249-50.

Of adults, ritual for, 250.
Beqnest: 308.

> Boardaz

Official, 91, 92.

Misgsion, 145- 160.

Conference claimants, 161-176.
Education, 187-201.
Sunday-school, 140-143.

Books:
| " Canonical, 18,

To be supplfed 108 (5)
‘Bad, not to be read, 41

Borrowing: 41, ! "

?
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| Boﬁndaries:

o Conference 260—297 [

Disputes about, how aettled i

; Bnying‘ or Selling‘: 41, 116 (5)
‘ Bnrial of the Dead' 259.
Call to Preach: 130,
_Cump‘Meetihgz_ 89 (5).
Catalogue of Societies: 108 (8).

Certiﬁcates of Membership:

To. members removing, 108, A
- ' Who are entitled to receive, 317-18.
~Form to be used in withdrawing, 331,
Of preacher transferred, 96 (6).
‘Of preacher locating, 100. |
Of preacher received on trial, 102.

Ghallenge for Gause: 220 (3).

s Charges:

Law concerning, 222-3, 228 231, 234.
Form of a bill of, 240.

Order of procedure on, 241.

(See complaints trial.)

| Children:

May be baptized 46, 248 (1).

- Duty of instructing, 103 (14), 141 (2).
Ritual for baptism of, 249-250.
(See Sunday Schools.)

Choir Singing: 10, 135 (6)

Lhristz

Godhead and ‘manhood. of, article on, 15.
Sacrifice of, article on, 15, 32, 33.
Resurrection of, article on, 16.

Cllristian.

Man’s goods, article on, 35.
- Man’s oath, article on, 36,
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Church, The:

Article on, 29.
" Rites and Ceremonies of, 21
Free Methodist, organization of, 3, 4, 5
-Character of, 6, 7. -
Doctrines of, 14, 36. : ' ¢
Incorporation of, 307.

‘Churches:

To be built plain, 214. :
Seats to be free, 12, 68 (2), 208.
To be without debt, 215. '
Not on leased land, 216,

' Under care of pastor, 206. _
Incorporation and deeds of, 207-213.

~ Not to be liable for current expenses, 211.
(See deed, trustees ) 3=

P

Church Ext_ensipn Society: 177-186.

Application for aid, 183, 184.
Conference society, 179, 182, 185.

Circuits:

Representatlon in annual conference, 75, 75%
Charge of, 82, 87, 97 (1).

Under care of official board, 91 (4), 93 (5).
Under care of district elder, 97 (1), 128 (5).
May be divided by district elder, 97 (11).
Must pay expenses of district elder, 97 (3)
Blending two into one,-332 (2).

‘How supplied during conference, 109.

n

Circuit Meetings:

~ Section on, 93. : i
To eiect delegates to annual conference, 75, 93 (2).
To elect stewards, 93 (3), 132 (3). 3
To receive reports of trustees, 93 (4).
Special, how called, 93 (5). : ; ;

May reﬂue t removal of pastor, 97 (7).
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Claimants:

. Chapter on, 161, 176,
- Committee on, 83.
Who are, 164. : ' 8
Fund for, how raised, 162, - i | L
Fund, disbursed by, 174. e, W
Allowance to, 166-7, 169. : ' SN el
Allowance to, by whom estimated, 83. | '
Blanks for applicants, 168.
On providing houses for, 171.
Necessitous cases, 170.

Claims:

Pledged, 46 (7).
Where payablle, 108 (14).

Clasases: .
How formed, 48, 108 (12).
Class Leaders: '
Qualifications of, 108 (3). ,
When and how appmnted 131 (1).
Duties of, 39, 131 (2), 137.
- To be examined by preachers, 108 (3)
Members of quarterly conference, 89 (1).

Members of official board, 91 (1).
Improper, how changed, 131 (4).

e

-

Class Meetings:
Section on, 137-39.
Origin of, 37-39. S
‘Attendance on, required, 46, 139. -
Neglect of, how to deal with, 139.
General, when held, 138.
Collections: _ .
(See’ subport,' missions, claimants, church
extension.) Al '

Committees: |
~ On trial 5f Tembers, 221, 223, 225, e
On trial of preachers, 233, 237. i i

\ : i 5 ol
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Committee's-,—'cqntinued.
- .\\gf investigation of debts, etc., 246.
n appeal cases, 220 (5), 237, 239.
'On estimating preacher 8 salary, 144
On claimants and claims, 83.

Lomplnintsz

Grounds for.

Unscriptural conduct, 220 (1).

Breaking general rules, 44. _
Sinful tempers, words or acts, 221, 227, w
Neglect of duties, 139, 221, 227, 233. '
Sabbath breaking, bribery, 116. ,

Conformity to the world in dress, 44, 116.
Non-payment of debt; 41, 116, 246, '
Insolvency and fraud, 108.

Unscrlptural divorce, 53.

Belonging to sefret societies 41, 46 (5)
Disseminating false doctrines, 227.

Inefficiency, want of usefulness, 236. (TR
Leaving work, 100, 227. | ' g
' (See charges.) : :

Conferences-

Deportment at, 58
Composed of preachers and laymen 9, 9.

Conferences, General: 59- 69

Members of, 59 60,

- Delegates to, how elected, B
Time of meeting, 63.
Extra sessions, 62.
Incorporation 307.
Quorum,. 64.

~ President, 65, 96 (8)
Deliberations and division of house, 67.
Powers and restrictions of, 68 (1, 2, 3).
Legislatlon past acts of, rescinded, 324.
Election of superintendents and other omcers 66
Election of missionary board, 146.
Election of members of trustee board 307 (2).
'I‘ry appeals, 239,




.INDEX o 1B

(__.'onfereli"ces, General——continﬁed.
Pass on decisions of superintendents, 96 (8);'

Form new conferences, 96 (7).
Form ot bequest to, 308.

(onterences, Annualz 75-88

Names and boundaries of, 76, 260—297
Members of, 75, 323, 329.
Appomt place and time of meeting, 78
President of, 96 (8).
Elect secretary and president pro tem., 79.
Deliberations, mode of, 80.
Under regular questions, 88,
Call extra general conferences, 62.
Elect delegates to general conference, 59-61,
Elect and appoint district elders, 81, 97 (13, 14).
Elect lay members of stationing committee, 82.
Appoint committee on claimants, 83.
Vote on changes of discipline, 69.
Admit preachers, trial, full connection, 88 (3, 5), 102-3.
Term of probation in, 103, 313 (2).
Examine character of preachers, 88 (14).
Examine character of general superintendent, 96 (11)
Elect to deacons’ arders, 88 (6), 99.
Elect to elders’ orders, 88 (7), 98.

- License and appoint evangelists, 128 (2, 3).
Locate preachers, 85, 88 (8), 100, 236.

. Superannuate preachers, 88 (10), 121.

Place on supernumerary list, 88 (9), 120.
May leave a preacher without appointment, 84.
Permit withdrawal of preachers, 88 (12),
" Try and expel preachers, 220 (1), 220 (8), 227, 233-37.
Give certificates of transfer, 96 (6). ‘
Establish missions, 157,
Receive reports of missionary board, 154.
Receive and appropriate missionary funds, 157-8.
Raise and approprlate funds for claimants, 88 (21), 170,

Hear appeals from the quarterly conferences, 232, 237,

Recording reports of, 334.
Effect of law decisions in; 335.
May not make law, 313-316,
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Confei-ences, Annual—continued.

Has no authority to try probationers, 314,

Cannot decide who are members of the church, 323.
, Women are eligible as delegates in, 327.
Organization of new members necessary, 96 (7).

Conferences, Quarterlyi 89.

Members of, 8 1). g
Times and places of meeting, 89 (2).
-P1'e31dent of, 89 (2), 229.
Secretary of, 8) (4).
To be called only regularly, 321
May hear complaints and try appeals, 89 (5), 22::, 229.
May appoint arbiters, 244. M
To hoid camp meetings 89 (5).
May grant and renew local preachers’ license, 89 (5)
May grant evangelist s license, 128 (1).
Recommend preachers to annual conference, 89 (5).
. Recommend local preachers for orders, 123, 124.
Recommend evangelists to annual conference, 128 (2).
Approve of appointment of district elder, 97 (15).
Receive pastor’s report of Sunday Schools, 141 (3).
Counsel:

Accused entitled to choose,' 220 (2).
Course of Study: |

For traveling preachers,’ 298- 302. '
Examination therein required, 98 (1) 99 (1).
For local preachers, 303-306.

Examination therein required, 89 (5), 123-124. -
For: evangelists, 128 (1), 303-304.

Credentials:

Entitled to receive, when, 101 (2).

Korfeited, how restored, 242 (1, 2).

In case of refusal to surrender 242 (.3)
Deacons:

When and how constituted, 88 (6), 99 (1), 123.
Ritual for ordination of, 257.
; Authorify of, 99 (2).
Local, duties of, 125.
Suspension of, 100, 227-237.
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Debts:

‘Not to be improperly contracted, 41,
Preachers to be free from, 103 (17).
Preachers not to involve circuit in, 108,
J _ Disputes concerning, etc., 243-47.
Deeds to Church Propertys 207-213.
| (See churches.)
Decisions:

Of presidents

Subject to appeal 96 (8) _ : s

On who shall decide as to membership in church, 323.

On eligibility of women as delegates, - 327.

On ministers being enrolled as soon as admitted,
315.

On church x‘elatlonshlp of preachers on trial 326
€2 .3

On the validlty of a letter of withdrawal 337.

On reconsldering a vote by ballot, 342.

On refusal to seat a woman regularly elected, 328.

On church letter held by unworthy person, 332 (1).
On the blending of circuits by district elders, 332.

i

Appointment of preachers to two circuits, 332 (3).

On a case of divorce, 333, 345.
On courts going outside the grouhds of appeal, 338.
On finality decisions of courts of appeal, 339.
On licensing women to preach, 341,
On the. term of general superintendents, 340.
Of general conference— -
On missions, 311. :
On annual conferences trymg probationers 314.
On annual conferences enacting laws, 313 (1).

On shortening the probation of preachers, 313 (2).

Conference resolutions having effect of law, 316.

 On letters to members going to other cburches,

317,

‘Members w1tﬁdraw1ng, not joinlng any church 318..

On speedy trials for accused members, 319.

On interpolations of secretaries in minutes, 320. -
On the calling of quarterly. conferences, 321

©n application of rule on gold, 322

S & s o s e o
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D eclnio n8—continued.

On the effect ot new legislation on the old, 324,

On a delegate who is not enrolled, 329. _

Secretaries to preserve the rough minutes, 330.

On reports adopted by annual conferences, 334.
"~ On conflicting decisions of superintendents, 335.

Relation of ministers uniting with other churches

336.
Application of rule on dress to neckties, 343

Delegates:

Members of general conference, 59.

Laymembers of annual conference, 5.
- To general conference, expense of, 88 (22), 96 (10). .
W_omen may be, 327, 328.

Absent, not counted, 329.

Diligence Enjoined: 42, 104.
Dlsclpline:

Contains doctrines and’ form of government ol.' the :
- . Free Methodist church, 13.

Must be kept by probationers, 45.

" Must be kept by members, 46 (6).

Must be kept by preachers, 103 (9).

Must be enforced, 44, 49, 50, 52. 97 (2), 116

Disputes: 243-247.
 Districts:

Missionary, 159.
Of a&nual conference, 81.
Elders of. (See 'district elders.) Vi)

District Elder:’

How appointed, 81, 97 (13, 14)

Duties of, 97 (1 11).

Term of office, 97 (12)

May be traveling or’ stationed 97 (13 14)
Jurisdiction, 97 (16).

How supported, 97 (18)

Vacancy in office of, 97 (10)'.

Suspension of, 235. :
Quarterly conference, relation or 97 (17).
[See Elders )

i
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Diversionﬁa 41..
Dlvorce: 52 (2).
Dl\ orced Personnm:

Preachers shall not officiate at marriage of 53
Decismns cmmernihg, 338, 8456

Dootrines of Church: 14- 36
Erroneous to be driven away, 256,

Dreu'

Chapter oh, 49
(See apparel.)

Drunkenness: 41 55 b7
Entire Sanctificetion: (See sanctification.)
Editors:

How: elected, 66
Of Free Methodist, member of, 188,

Elders:

How constltuted and ordainod 98 (1), 124, 254- 6
Probation for ordination of, 98.

"Are under annual conference Jurisdmtion, 88 (7).
‘Duties of, 98 (2).

Eligible to election-as presidents pro tem., 79 (1)
Eligible to election as district elders, 81

Kligible to election as general superintendents, 95
Eligible to election to general conference, 61.
May be members of executive committee, 70, 72.
Amenability of, 125, 227, 236

Suspension of, 100.

Appeal of, 232, 238 )
(See district Elder.)

Equal nghts. 9, 12

Evange]ists:
Section on, 128 (1-9).
District elders may act as, 97 (5).
Membership in official board, 91 (1).

Membership in quarterly conference, 89
Course of study for, 128 (1), 303-4,
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190 T ' IN'DEX
Evil Speaking: _41, 104 (6), 116.
Examination:

ot persons called to preach -130.
" Of character, 88 (14), 90 (5).

. Executive Committees e

~Section on, 70-74. §

Court of appeals, T4, 238.

May elect superintendnents, 73.

President of, 74, 96 (8). : : :
i ; May consent to formation of new conferences. 96 (7).
B May settle disputed about boundaries, 312.

it ] Provide for salaries of superintendents, 325
 Decide question of law, T4.

i
ré Exhorterss
{
&

How licensed, 92 (8)

Are members of quarterly conterence 89
Are members of official board, 91 (1).
Expelled: R |

' Members, how restored, 226.
(See penalties.)

Fa.stlng':

- Enjoined, 43.

Recommended, 103 (16).
Quarterly, 108.

Feeding the Hungry: 42,

_. Fellowship: 47 (6), 119;
5 Forms: '

- Of deeds, 208.

Of articles of .incorporation, 207,
Of bequest, 308. :

Of certificates of membership, 108, .331.
L_ Forms of Procedure:
3 : For official boards, 92.

For quarterly conference, 90.
For church trials, 240-241

! Fraudul 108.
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. Frugalitys 4.
Free Will: ,21." .
Future Punishment: 7, 27,
_General Conterence: (See contexencea)

\ I

General Rules:

Must be read, 108.
Must be enforced, 44. SR : .
- How guarded, 68 (1). S N
- How changed, , 69, ' o :
-Subscribed to, 45, 46 (6), 103 (6)

General Superintendeneys 68.
heneral Snperlntendentm

Section on, duties of, 95.
How elected, 66, 73, 95.
Term of ofﬂce_, 9, 95.

DUTY—

To travel, through connection, 9, 96 (1)

- Preside at general conference, 65, 96 (8).

Preside at annual conference, 9, 79, 96 (8).

Preside in executive committee, 74, 96 (8).

Preside in stationing committee, 82,

Changing preachers in interval, 96 (5).

Decide law questions, 96 (8).

Call sessions of executive committee, 71

Fix times of annual conference, 78.

Fill vacancies in district eldership, 97 (15)

Form new conferences, 96 (7).

Give parchments, 101 (2). 7

Call committees ot inquiry in case of preacherq,
- 233. T

Decide on validity of challenge, 220 (3)

Preside at trial of prgachers, 237.

Preside at appeals at general conference 239

Amenability of, 96 (11). -

Support. of, 88 (17). 325.

Gold:

Not to be worn, 8, 41, 46 (4).
Wedding rings forbidden, 342,
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Golden Rule: 8, 41,

Government: _
(See discipline.)

Graee, Means of:

Public WOI‘Bhlp, 134.
~ Singing, 135,
. Sacraments, 30, 249-53,
Love feasts, 136.
Sunday-schools, 140-143.
Watch nights, 108 (5).
Camp meetings, 89 (5).
Quarterly meetings, 97 (4, 5).
- Personal and family, 43, 107,

Holiness: (See eanctiﬁcatlon.)' _

- Holy Ghost: ,
‘Believed in, 10
Article on, 17. ; i
‘Witness of, reqaired 45, 46, 103 (2).
Hdp Growing': 309.. | |
_I_n'e!irn_atio‘n‘ of Christ:
‘Article on, 15,
Incorporation:

Of churches, 207, 208.
Of general conference, articles of, 307.
Trustees of, 307, '

Infant Baptlsm: (Qee baptism)

Insolvency:

Preachers to execute rules agamst 108 243 46.
(See debts and eomplaints]

Iltinerant Ministr;: 68 (2)..

Journals:

Of annual conference to be examined, 79 (2). R
of quarterly conference to be, examined 89 (4).'
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Juatiﬁéation: '

Article on, 22.
Sin after, 25. _ ;
Differs from sanctification, 26.

Labor: | :
With offendets, 44, 217-18, o1, 227
Unions, position on, 348.

- Law: 240

| Going to, with brothers, 41, 245.

(See decisions.)

Lay Delegation: 68 (2).

Laymen: i _ _
Have equal ‘power with preachers, 9, 67,- 80.

Members Qf general  conference, 59,
Members ; executive committee, 70.
Members of annual conference, | e

. Members of stationing committee, 9, 82.

Leqdeﬁsz (See class leaders.) :

Licenses: _ |
Of local preachers, 89 (5).

' Of evangelists, 128 (1).. R e
Of exhorters, 92 (8, 9).
Literature: , |

Of Sunday-school, how gelected, 143.

Editors of, how elected, 66.
Loeal Preachers: (See preachers.)
Location of Preachers: 85, 88 (8), 100.
Lord’s Supper: i

Article on, 32. gL :
To be _received, 43 103 (7), 107 (3).
- Unfermented wine to be used, 56.
To be administered by elders, 98 (2).
. Deacons may assist at, 99" (2).
~ Order of its ‘admiﬁistratiou',.. 25263, °
Love Feasts:

o B held, 108 (B); 138, |
Who may be admi-tteyl. 136,

"
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\larrlag{et
Chapter on, 50
Performed by ordained ministers, 98 (2), 99 (2).
- Form of solemnizing, 258. -
Meetings:
Class. (See class meetings)
i Official, 91.
& ' : Quarterly, to be held 97 (4 §).
i Circuit, 93.
Society, 94 _
Mg:mbers: : : P
Duties of, 41-4,
Reception of, 45 46.
- To ‘be received and dismissed by preacher, 108.

Amenability and trial of, 221 26
(See admission.)

' ‘Iemhershlp. i

Basis of representation in general comerence, 60.
0f local Preachers, 125, 127.

Mlnuteﬂ"
Origina}, to be preserved, 330.
(See journal.)
Missions: Rl
 Chapter on, 145, 160.
-General and conference missions, 88 (17).
Ordinations for, 98 (1).
Support of, 156, 158,
Charge of, 157.
 Conferences may organize, 157.

. e A Srereer

r

Missionary Board: 145-160.°

' Directors of, their duties, 147, : :
Moneys of to be deposited, how and where, 150.
To fix amount for superannuated missionaries, 165.
Is conference claimants’ board, 161.

~ .Is church extension society, 177.°
Shall meet, annually, 146. :

i . Mlnionariesz (See missionary board,)
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Mnn_ical Instraments: 10, 135 (6). !
Oblation of Christ: 33. . | |

Official Board 3 91.

Consent to change of preachers, 96 (1).
Consent to restore membership, 108,
- Appoint committee on salary, 144,
Call in district elder, 97 (3).
How extra meetings can be called, 97 (3)

Oplateaa 41.
Original Sin: 20.

Ordination: _ _
Of elders, 98 (1), 2654-6,
Of deacons, 99 (1), 257.
Recognition of, 101 (2).

Parchments: 101 (2).

Parsonages:

To be built without debt, 215.
Not to be on leased land, 216.
Not to be liable for current expenses, 211.

Pastoral Visiting: 113.
Periodicals: 88 (20), 108 (2).

Pena.lties:
Reproof, 221, 227.
Putting on probation, censure, 221,
Expulsion, 220 (1), 221, 227, 236.
Suspension, location, 230, 233-34, 236.
Denial of society and sacraments, 220 (8).

Prayer:

Private -and tamlly, to be used 43, 107,
‘Meetings for, to be appointed, 109,
Extempore, short, 105 (8). '

; Preachers, Local:

. How licensed, 89 (5), 90 (6), 92 (10)
Members of quarterly conference, 89 (1),
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Preachers, Loca,l-—continued

| : Members of official board, 91 (1).
| - Members of class, 125.
| How employed, 126.
‘Amenability of, 125.
- Hligibility to orders, 123-4.

'_ *  Membership, when supplying, 127.
i S -Appeal  of, 232-37..

i Course of study for, 303-6.
Preuehers, 'I‘raveling-:

i, . 'On trial, how received, 88 (3), 102,

On trial, not eligible as delegates, 93 (2).
On trial, amenability of, 231, 326 (1, 2, 3).
i ~ In full connection, how admitted, 103.
k- Amenability of, 236.

How received from other churches, 101 (1).

May 'be transferred, how, 96 @)

Received, changed etc., how, 96 (4, 5), 97 (7).

Members of quarterly conference, 89 (1).

Members of official board, 91 .

"Rules for c_onduct of, 104-105.

Qualifications of, 106-107.

, o Preachers, Superannuated:

_  Relation defined, 121, -
1- ' _ Relation; fixed by annual conference, 83, 88 (10).
b Members of annual conference, 75.

- How supported, 88 (17), 161-76.
~ Quarterly conference, relation of, 12 1

% R ~ On trial, how long continued, 103.
i P
1

Preachers, Supernumerary:

{

s

‘ . Relation defined, 120.

i , Members of annual conference, 75, 88 9).

j--.; sl | Relation, fixed by annual conference, 120. .

: s Quarterly conference, relation of, 120,
Preacllers, ln Charge of Circults:

i D'utles of and directions to, 108-17.

. Preside at official, circuit and soclety meetings, 91
( (2), 93 (1), 94 (27). iy

b
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Preachers in Charg'e of Cireultu—continued

Call extra circuit meetings 93 (5).
Hold preaching services, love feasts, etc., 108.
Have charge of the pulpit, 206.
Enforce discipline, 44, 49, 51, 108 (3), 247,
Duty as to classes and to class leaders, 108,
.Duty as to Sunday schools, 140-35.
Give certificates of membership, 108.
*Take up. all conference collections 108.
' Raise missionary money, 155,
Keep local preachers employed, 126, |
Duty as to church property, 108.
‘May sometimes be district elder, 9, 87, 97 (1)
May ‘not be appointed to two, 332 (3).
Support of, 144 (1). '

Preaching:

Must be attended, 43. | -
Directions concerning, 103 (13), 110-112.

Probationers:

How admitted to church, 45. -

How admitted  to annual conference, 102.

How admitted to full connection, 103 (1).

In conference, not eligible to act as delegates, 93 (2).

In annual conference, not to be reported as members
of societies, 326.

Prohibition: 57.

- Publishing Houset

To furnish blanks, 168. -
Headquarters of board of education, 189,

Quarterly Conference: -
(See conferences.)

- Recommendation:.

For exhorter’s and local preacher’s license, 92 (8,
iy (7 i

Traveling: pr eathm g license, 89 (6).

For orders, 123;- 124,




198 | : INDEX

-

Reportu' '

Of district elderaf to superintendents, 97 9).
Of preachers to quarterly conference, 108 (8) -
Of preachers to societies, 108 (9).

. Of preachers to successors, 108.
Of missionary board, 154.

Of general conference board of trustees, 307 (6).
Of trustees to societies, 204.

Reproof: 39 2y, 26'7".273,.
Reprenentation - 5

In general conterence, basis ot 60
In annual conference, basis ot 15%%.

Restrictive Rules: 68 (1, 2, 3]

Rites and Cer_emoni_es; 34,

Sabbath: 41, 116,

Saeruments: 30-2. :
(See baptism and Lord’s supper.)

Sanctification:

. Article on, 26. !

By the Holy Ghost, 10.

Its experience insisted on, 7, 46 (2).
Scriptures, Suﬂiciencg of Holy:

Article on, 18.

a0 To be searched, 43, 107 (2), 114 (2).

Seal: 307 (7).
Seeret Socie*ties: 54.

ﬁin !
After justification, article on; 25.
Original or birth, article on, 20.
Singing: ; ;

Pongregational,_ 10, 135.
Sinful songs forbidden, 41,
Dircelions concerning, 136.

Fr]'!';‘u'ei',\“ 41 (5).

]
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Socletleu:

Admission to, 40 45 48.

Decisions concerning members of, 317 19 323
May restore expelled members, 226,
Organized near boundary line, 77.

(See admission) : :

Soclety Meetlng s

Of whom composed 94 (1)
Officers of, 94 (2).
Powers\ of, 47, 94 (3), 223.

Speaking in Tongue People Underutand:'
Artiets on, 28. : -

Stati'oning ‘Committee:
: How chosen, 82.

Duties of, 44, 82, 84, 88 (2), 120.
"Who not eligible to act on, 82.

Statluticu s

Of annual conferem.es 88 (16-19).
‘To be supplied by preachers, 108 (7)

Stewards:

How chosen, 93 (3), 132 (3).

Qualifications of, 132 (1),

Number of, 132 (2).

Are members of quarterly conference, 89 (1).
Are members of ofﬂcial board, 91 (1)
Duties of, 144 (1). :

 Sunday Sclhools :

How established, 140,

Directions concerning, 140-3.

Superintendents of, how nominated and elected, 94

(3), 142.

Superintendents members of official board, when, 91.

Number of and amount raised for, reported, 88

- (18-19). : M
Sunday School Board:

: - Of whom composed, 143.
\ Meeting of, when held, 143,
Officers, ond_duties of, 143,

Lﬂw:ﬂu-‘*-“-'.,:-#w-».-_\--w-v-'.'- e
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‘Superunnuated: (See. preachérs, ‘claimants.)

Snpernnme;ary: (See preachera)

,Snperlntendentss

LI

‘General. (See general superintendents)
Of Sunday 'schools. (See Sunday schools.)

_-Support: '

~ Of gospel, wrong means for, 11
Of the gospel by class contributions, 39 (3)
Of general superintendents, 325.
- Of district elders, 97 (18_).
Of traveling preachers, 144, |
Of local preachers in some cases, 109
Of evangellsts 128 (9).

Of superannuated preachers. 166.

Of widows and orphans of preachers, 167-69
of missions, 155 b8.

Temperance: 55~57

' 'l‘he Free Methodist:
Editor of, how elected, 66 : ; S
Copies of taken to be reported 88 (20) 108.
- Tobacco, Rule on: 14,
Tract .D'ls'.trlbntl‘on: 108.
_Trans!er:

Of church membership, 108,
of conter_ence meambership, 96 (6).

Treasurer of General Conference: 66.

- Freasurer of Misuionury- Board:

How elected 146.

- Vacancy in office or how ﬁlled 146
Duties qf 149,

Trials:

18 X

Accused members entitled to speedy. $10i ke f
By impartial committee guara.lteed 68 (3).

Order of conduct‘ing, 241,
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Irials—continued.

Of an accused member, 221-25.

~ Of local preachers, 229-30. |
Of probationers in annual conference, 231,
Of traveling preachers; 228, 233-38.

When previous labor is not requlred 344.
The object of, 217.

- The rule of the Savior obhgatory, 218.
General directions, 220 (1-8).
Who shall preside at,-224, 229, 237.

- Committees in, 223, 229, 237.

Absence from, 225, 236.
(See charges, appeals.)

Trinity, Faith in Holy:
Article on, 14.

.Trustees'. ﬁ
Of general conference, 307. -
Of local churches, election and duties of, 202-5.
Of local churches, report of, 93 (4), 204. s
When Leaqing to be members of church, 205.

: Unlon:

Among ourselves, 118.
With others, 119.

Umury: 41,

Vucancies:

In executive committee, how ﬁlled 28
In missionary board, how filled, 146.
Among district elders, how filled, 97 (15).
In official board, how filled, 93 (3).

Vote:

On receiving members into societies, 47

On changing restrictive rules, articles of religion,
ete., 69. : g

To call extra session of general conference 62.

To secure a division of the house, 67, 80.

Casting by preaident of stationing committee, 82
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Vot:lm 23 . .
~ Power equal betmeen —m-eachers and laymen, 9,
‘For prohibition a duty, 57. .

- By ballot, when required, 65, 66, 82, 193 e 8), 9 @

14), 131 61)
Brihery for, | be extirpawd 116

Wealey 'S Senmmz

On dress, to be read 49 (1)
- On evil gpeaking, 116.

W!.thdmwﬂl :

Of preaehers, 88 (12), 336,
On validity of letter of, 337.

Women: i :
 May be delegates to annual conference, 827-8.
mbers of general mission board, 145

M&? not become local preachers, 341 .
‘May ot be received into traveling connection, 347

Good artlcle on, &3 :
Of superemgation. artiule un, 24.

w orahip._
Houses of (see churches)
Rites and ceremonies, 84.
Character of true, 10,
Directions concerning, 134.
Hindrances to, 134 (6).






