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THE 

Free Methodist Church 

ORIGIN AND CHARACTER. 

\ 1 , DEARLY B E L O V E D : We think it expe-
dietit to give you a brief account of the origin 
and character of Free Methodism. 

Wesley says : " In the year 1729, two young 
men in England, reading the Bible, saw they 
could not be saved without hol iness; they 
followed after it and^ invited others to do so. 
In 1*737, they saw, likewise, tha t men are justi
fied before they are sanctified: bu t still holi
ness was their object. God thrust them out to 
raise up a holy people." 

If 2. Methodism spread through England, 
and America, and in other countries. From 
time to time, different bodies arose bearing 
the Methodist name. As they became popu
lar there wasmore or less departure from the 
original principles and practice of .Methodism. 
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% 3. In the Genesee conference of the Meth
odist Episcopal church, about the year 1858, 
several preachers, and many inembers were 
excluded from the church, for their adherence 
to the principles of Methodism; especially to 
the doctrine and experience of "entire sancti
fication." 

If 4. Appeals were made to the general con
ference, which were denied. Those excluded 
could not join any other Methodist body, for 
there was none that agreed with them on the 
issues on which they were thrust out. There
fore they felt compelled to form a new organ
ization. 

^ 5. The Free Methodist church was organ
ized by a convention of laymen and ministers, 
i which met at Pekin, Niagara Co., N. Y., on the 
\23d day of August , 1860. 

Tf 6. The Free Methodists are a body of 
Christians who profess to be in earnest to get 
to heaven, by conforming to all the will of 
God, as m a d e known in his word. They do not 
believe that either God or the Bible has 
changed to accommodate the fashionable 
tendencies of the age. They solemnly protest 
against the union of the church and the 
world. The conditions of salvation, as they 
teach, are the same now that they were eigh
teen hundred years ago. He who would be a 
Christian in reality, as well as in name, must 
deny himself, and take up liis cross daily, and 
follow Jesus. He must" come otit from the 
world ah^ be separate, aud touch not the un
clean thing. 
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^ 7. In doctrine they are Methodists. They 
believe in the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, in 
a general atonement, in the necessity of the 
new birth, in the witness of the spirit, and in 
future rewards and punishments . They in
sist tha t it is the duty and privilege of every 
believer to be sanctified wholly, and to be pre
served blameless unto the coming of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Every one who is received into 
full connection, either professes to enjoy that 
perfect love which casts out fear, or promises 
to diligently seek until he obtains it. 

T[ 8. They look upon practical godliness as 
the never-failing result of a genuine religious 
experience. ** By their fruits ye shall know 
them." Hence they insist that those who pro
fess to be the disciples of Christ should 
come out from unbelievers and be separate, 
abstaining from connection with all secret 
societies, renouncing all vain pomp and 
glory, adorning themselves with modest ap
parel, and not with gold, or pearls, or costly 
array. We have no r ight to abolish any of the 
requirements made by Christ and the apos
tles ; or to make obedience to them a matter of 
small consequence. The golden rule, they 
hold, applies equally to all mankind. 

T[ 9. The government is not aristocratic; 
but the members have an equal voice with the 
ministers in all the councils of the church. 
Both the annual and the general conferences 
are composed of as many lay delegates as 
minister^, who have an eqtial voice and vote 
ill all tjie proceedings. The stationing com-
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mittee, by which the appointments are m a d e , 
is composed of the district elders and 
an equal number of laymen chosen for that 
purpose. The official boards are selected 
by the members of circuits, and not appointed 
by the preachers. Instead of pres iding elders 
they have district elders, who may be ap
pointed to circuits the same as the rest of the 
preachers. They have general superintend
ents, elected once in four years, whose duty it 
is to preside at the annua l conferences, and 
travel through the connection at large. The 
r ights of the members are carefully guarded. 

^ 1 0 . They endeavor to promote spiri tuality 
and simplicity in worship. Congregational 
s inging is universal, and performances upon 
musical instruments, and s inging by choirs in 
public worship are prohibited. They believe 
in the Holy Ghost. If men are really convert
ed and sanctiiied, it is t h m u g h the Spirit of 
God. When he works there is a stir. As Pres
ident Edwards says, "Ete/rnal th ings are so 
great, and of such vast concern, that there is 
great absurdity in men being but moderately 
moved and affected by them." "Where the Spir
it of the Lord is, there is liberty." The Free 
Methodists, while they do not believe in anj^ 
mere formal noise, yet, when the Spirit comes, 
like "a rushing mighty wind," â s on the day of 
Pentecost, do not dare to oppose the manifest
ations of his presence. As Edwards says, 
"Whenever there is any considerable degree 
of the Spirit's influence upon a mixed multi
tude, it will produce, in some way, a great 



ORIGIN AND CHARACTER. 5 

visible commotion." To resist his opierations 
is to hinder the work of God. 

f 11. They do not believe in resort ing to 
worldly policy to sustain the gospel. Christ 
has said, that whosoever giveth a cnp of cold 
water in his name, shall in no wise lose hi^ 
reward. But it is the motive, and not the 
amount done that secures the divine approba
tion. There is no more virtue in giving to the 
cause of God for carnal pleasure, than there is 
in any other purely selfish action. Hence 
they give no countenance to modern expedi
ents for promoting Christianity, such as sell
ing or rent ing pews, picnics, Christmas trees, 
festivals, lotteries, fairs, and donation parties. 
To say tha t the church cannot be sustained 
without these contrivances to beguile the 
world into its support, is to confess t ha t pro
fessing Christians are " lovers of pleasure 
more than lovers of God." I t is to pronounce 
Christianity a failure. The gospel possesses 
an inherent power that will not only sustain 
itself, but make its way throtigh all opposi
tion, wherever its advocates live up to its re
quirements and rely upon its promises. 

T[ 12. Ali their churches are required to be 
as free as the grace they preach. They believe 
that their mission is two-fold—to maintain the 
Bible standard of Christianity, and to preach 
the gospel to the poor. Hence they require 
that all seats in their houses of worship shall 
be free. No pews can be rented or sold among 
them. The world will never be converted to 
Christ, so long as the churches are conducted 



DOCTRINES. 

I. OF FAITH IN THE HOLY TRINITY. 

If 14. There is but one living and true God, 
everlasting, without body or parts, of infinite 
power, wisdom and goodness, the maker and 
preserver of all things, visible and invisible. 
And in unity of this Godhead there are three 
persons of one substance, power and eternity 
—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 
H. OF THE WORD, OR SON OF GOD, WHO WAS 

MADE VERY MAN. 

If 15. The Son, who is the Word of the Fa
ther, the very and eternal God, of one sub
stance with the Father, took man's nature in 
the womb of the blessed virgin, so that the two 
whole and perfect natures, that is to say, the 
Godhead and manhood, were joined together 
in one person, never to be divided, whereof is 
one Christ, very God and very man, w h o truly 
suffered, was crucified, dead and buried, to rec
oncile his Father to us, and to be a sacrifice, 
not only for original guilt, but also for actual 
sins of men. 

I I I . OF THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. 

^ 16. Christ did truly rise again from the 
dead, and took again his body, with all things 

mHiMI 
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appertaining to the perfection of man ' s nature, 
wherewith he ascended into heaven, aiid there 
sitteth until he returns to judge all men at the 
last day. 

IV. OF THE HOLY GHOST. 

If 17. The Holy Ghost, proceeding from the 
Father and the Son, is of one substance,maj
esty and glory with the Father and the Son, 
very and eternal God. 

V. THE SUFFICIENCY OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES 
FOR SALVATION. 

If 18. The holy scriptures contain all things 
necessary to salvation; so that whatsoever is 
not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is 
not to be required of any man, that it should 
be believed as an article of faith, or be thought 
requisite or necessary to salvation. By the 
term holy scriptures we understand those can
onical books of the Old, and New Testameht 
of whose authority there was never any doubt 
in the church. 

NAMES OF THE CANONICAL BOOKS, 

Genesis, 
Exodus, 
Leviticus, 
Numbers, 
Deuteronomy, 
Joshua, 
Judges, 
Ruth, 
The First Book of Samuel, 
The Second Book of Samuel, 
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The First Book of Kings, 
The Second Book of Kings, 
The First Book of Chronicles, 
The Second Book of Chronicles, 
The Book of Ezra, 
The Bool^ of Nehemiah, 
The Book of Esther, 
The Book of Job, 
The Psalms, 
The Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, or the Preacher, 
Canticles, or the Song of Solomon, 
Four Prophets the greater, 
Twelve Prophets the less. 
All the books of the New Testament, as they 

are commonly received, we do receive and 
account canonical. 

VI. OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

If 19. The Old Testament is not contrary to 
the New; for in both the Old and New Testa
ments everlasting life is offered to rnankind by 
Christ, who is the only Mediator between God 
and man. Wherefore they are not to be heard 
who feign that the old fathers did look only for 
transitory promises. Although the law given 
from God by Moses, as touching ceremonies 
and rites, doth not bind Christians, nor ought 
the civil precepts thereof, of necessity to be re
ceived in any commonwealth; yet, notwith
standing, no Christian whatsoever is free from 
the obedience to the commandments which are 
called moral. ^ 
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VII. OF ORIGIXAL OR BIRTH SIN. 

^ 20. Or ig ina l s in s t a n d e t h ^^ot in t h e follow
ing of A ,dam.as t he P e i a g i a i i s iî c> T-.ui::y t^ lk . 
but it is the c o r r u p t i o n of t l ie na tu re , o i •every. 
man t h a t na t i i r a l l y is v : i c i n d e r e d of t h e o € -
spring of A d a m , w h e r e b y m a n i s v e r y far g o n e 
from or ig ina l •righteous-TCScS*^aii;d of l i i s o w n 
nature inc l ined to evil, a n d t l i a t e o n t i i i a a l l y , 

• .' Vn i . OF FSEB w n x . 

f 21.' The c o n d i t i o n of ;oiai i a f te r t l ie fa l l of 
Adam is sticli t h a t he c a n n o t t i i r i i .and p.repa:re . 

• himself.by h i s o w n n a t i t r a l gl.Teii:gth a e d work-;S 
to faith and c a l l i n g u p o n G o d ; w b ^ r - f a r e we 
have no power to do ^ o o d w o r k s . Dies5102: a n d 
acceptable to God. w i t h o u t t h e g r a c e of G o d b y 
Christ e n a b l i n g us , t h a t w e m a y h a v e a g o o d 
will, and w o r k i n g w i t h t is , w h e n w e h a v e t h a t 
good will. - . 

IX. OF THE jrSTIFICATIOX OF MAS. 

„ If '22. We are a c c o u n t e d r i g h t e o u s btriore God 
only for the mer i t of o u r L o r d a n d S a v i o r J e s u s 
Christ by faith, a n d n o t for o u r o w n w o r k - or 
deservings; wherefore , t h a t w e a r e Juatm^^d bj^ 
faith only, i s a morit w h o l e s o m e d o c t r i n e , a n d 
very full of comfort , 

X. OF GOOD W0RIC3. 

If 23. A l t h o u g h g o o d work»> w h i c h ?jr :̂ th'-
fruits of fa i th , a n d follow a f t e r |u:i*tifK;;jtiOft, 
cannot p u t a w a y o u r «in« a n d endur<: th^: H^rvr 
ity of God's j t tdgment i i , yet %h :̂y ar<: pl^rfj-jriir 
and acceptab le to, God in Chr i s t , a n d n p r i n ^ 
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The First Book of Kings, 
The Second Book of Kings, > 
The First Book of Chronicles, 
The Second Book of Chronicles, 
The Book of Ezra, 
The Book of Nehemiah, 
The Book of Esther, 
The Book of Job, 
The Psalms, 
The Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, or the Preacher, 
Canticles, or the Song of Solomon, 
Four Prophets the greater. 
Twelve Prophets the less. 
All the books of the New Testament, as they 

are commonly received, we do receive and 
account canonical. ' , 

VI. OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

% 19. The Old Testament is not contrary to 
the New; for in both the Old and New Testa
ments everlasting life is offered to mankind by 
Christ, who is the only Mediator between God 
and man. Wherefore they are not to be heard 
who feign that the old fathers did look only for 
transitory promises. Although the law given 
from God by Moses, as touching ceremonies 
and rites, doth not bind Christians, nor ought 
the civil precepts thereof, of necessity to be re
ceived in any commonwealth; yet, notwith
standing, no Christian whatsoever is free from 
the obedience to the Commandments Which are 
called moral. 
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VII . OF ORIGINAL OR BIRTH SIN. 

•[f 20. Original sin standeth not in the follow
ing of Adam, as the Pelagians do vainly talk, 
but it is the corruption of the nature of every 
man that naturally is engendered of the off
spring of Adam, whereby man is very far gone 
from original righteousness, and of his own 
nature inclined to evil, and that continually. 

VIII . OF FREE WILL. 

If 21. The condition of man after the fall of 
Adam is such that he cannot turn and prepare 
himself by h ^ own natural strength and works 
to faith and calling upon God; wherefore we 
have no power to do good works, pleasing and 
acceptable to God, without the grace of God by 
Christ enabling us, that we m a y have a good 
will, and working with us, when we have that 
good will. 

IX. OF THE JUSTIFICATION OF MAN. 

•|f 22. We are accounted righteous before God 
only for the merit of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ by faith, and not for our own works or 
deservings; wherefore, that we are justified by 
faith only, is. a most wholesome doctrine, and 
very full of comfort. 

X. OF GOOD WORKS. ' 

Tf 23. Although good works, which are the 
fruits of faith, and follow after justificatioti, 
cannot p u t away our sins and endure the sever-^ 
ity of God's judgments, yet they are pleasing 
and acceptable to God in Christ, and spr ing 
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out of a true and lively faith, insomuch that by 
them a lively faith may be as evidently known 
as a tree is discerned by its fruit. 

XI . OF WORKS OF SUPEREROGATION. 

^24. Voluntary works — besides, over and 
above God's commandments—which are called 
works of supererogation, cannot be taught 
without arrogancy and impiety. For by them 
men do declare that they do not only render 
unto God as much as they are bound to 
do, but that they do more for his sake than of 
bounden duty is required: whereas Christ saith 
plainly, When ye have done all that is com
manded you, say. We are unprofitable servants. 

XII . OF SIN AFTER JUSTIFICATION. 

If 25. Not every sin willingly committed 
after justification is the sin against the Holy 
Ghost, and unpardonable. Wherefore the 
grant of repentance is not to be denied to such 
as fall into sin after justification. After we 
have received the Holy Ghost, we may depart 
from grace given, and fall into sin, and by the 
grace of God rise again and amend our lives. 
And therefore they are to be condemned who 
Say they can no more sin as long as they live 
here, or who deny the place of forgiveness to 
such as truly repent. 

XII I . ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION. 

Tf 26. Justified persons, while they do not 
outwardly commit sin, are nevertheless con
scious of sin still remaining in the heart. They 
feel a natural tendency to evil, a proneness to 
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depart from God, and cleave to the th ings of 
earth. Those who are sanctified ^?^holIy are 
saved from all inward sin—from evil thoughts 
and evil tempers. No wrong temper, none 
contrary to love remains in the soul. All their 
thoughts , words and actions are governed by 
pure love. 

Entire sanctification takes place subse
quently to justification, and is the work of God 
wrought instantaneously upon the conse
crated, believing soul. After a soul is cleansed 
from all sin, it is then fully prepared to grow 
in grace. 

XIV. FUTURE REWARD AND PUNISHMENT. 

^ 2 1 . God has appointed a day in which he 
will judge the world in righteousness by Jesus 
Christ, according to the gospel. The righteous 
shall have in heaven an inheritance incorrupt
ible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away. The 
wicked shall go away into everlasting punish
ment , where their worm dieth not, and their 
fire is not quenched. 
XV. OF SPEAKING IN THE CONGREGATION IN 

SUCH A TONGUE AS THE PEOPLE 
UNDERSTAND. 

Tf 28. I t is a th ing plainly repugnant to the 
word of God and the custom of the primitive 
church, to have public prayer in the church 
or to minister the sacrament in a tongue not 
understood by the people. 

XVL OF THE CHURCH. 
Tf 29. The visible church of Christ is a con

gregation of pure men, iu which the pure word 
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of God is preached, and the sacraments duly 
administered, according to Christ's ordinance, 
in all those th ings that of necessity are re
quisite to the same. 

XVII . OF THE SACRAMENTS. 

Tf 30. Sacraments ordained of Christ are not 
only badges or tokens of Christian men's pro
fession, but also they are certain signs of 
grace, and God's good-will toward us, by the 
which he doth Work invisibly in us, and doth 
not only quicken but also strengthen and con
firm our faith in him. 

" XVII I . OF BAPTISM. 

Tf 31. Baptism is not only a sign of profes
sion and mark of difference, whereby Chris
tians are distinguished from others that are 
not baptized; but it is also a sign of regenera
tion or the new birth. The baptism of young 
children is to be retained in the church. 

XIX. OF THE L O R D ' S SUPPER. 

Tf 32. The supper of the Lord is not merely a 
sign of the love tha t Christians ought to have 
among themselves one to another, but rather 
is a sacrament of our redemption by, Christ's 
death, insomuch that, to such as rightly, 
worthily, and with faith receive the same, the 
bread which we break is a partaking- of the 
body of Christ; and likewise the cup of bless
ing is a partaking of the blood of Christ. 

Transubstantiation, or the change of the 
substance of bread and wine in the supper of 
our Lord, cannot be proved by holy writ, but 
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it is repugnant to the plain word of scripture, 
overthroweth the nature of a sacrament, and 
hath given occasion to many superstitions. 

The body of Christ is given, taken and eaten 
in the supper, only after a heavenly and spirit
ual manner. And the means whereby the 
body of Christ is received and eaten in the 
supper, is faith. The sacrament of the Lord's 
supper was not by Christ 's ordinance re
served, carried about, lifted up, or worshiped. 
X;X. OF THE ONE OBLATION OF CHRIST, FIN

ISHED UPON THE CROSS. 

Tf 33. The offering of Christ, once made, is a 
perfect redemption, propitiation, and satisfac
tion for all the sins of the whole world, both 
original and actual; and there is none other 
satisfaction for sin but that alone. Where
fore the sacrifice of the masses, in the which it 
is said that the priest doth offer Christ for the 
quick and the dead, to have remission of pain 
or guilt, is a blasphemous and dangerous de
ceit. 

XXI . OF THE RITES AND CEREMONIES OF 
CHURCHES. 

Tf 34. It is not necessary that rites ahd cere
monies should in all places be the same, or ex
actly alike; for they have been always differ
ent, and m a y be changed according to the 
diversity of countries, times and men ' s man
ners, so tha t nothing be ordained against 
God's word. Whosoever th rough his private 
judgment,willingly and purposely doth openly 
break the rites and ceremonies of the church 
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to which he bel6ng8, which are not r e p u g n a n t 
to the word, of God, and are orda ined and ap
proved by comtnon au thor i ty , o u g h t to be re
buked openl3% tha t o thers m a y fear to do the 
like, as one tha t offendeth aga in s t the common 
order of the church , and wounde th the con-
sciencevS of the weak bre thren . Every part ic
u l a r c h u r c h m a y ordain , c h a n g e or abol ish 
r i tes and ceremonies so tha t all t h i n g s m a y be 
done to edification. 

XXII. OF CHRISTIAN MEN'S GOODS. 
Tf 35 The r iches a n d goods of Chr is t ians are 

not common, as to i ich ing the r igh t , t i t le and 
possess ion of the same, as some do falsely 
boast . Notwi ths tand ing , every m a n ought , of 
such t h i n g s as he possesse th , l iberal ly to give 
a lms to the poor acco rd ing to h i s abili ty. 

XXIIL OF A CHRISTIAN MAN'S OATH. 
Tf 36. As we confess t ha t vain and r a s h 

swear ing is forbidden Chr is t ian m e n by our 
Lord J e s u s Christ , and J a m e s the apost le; so 
we ho ld tha t the Chr is t ian re l igion doth not 
p roh ib i t , b u t t ha t a m a n m a y swear when the 
m a g i s t r a t e requi re th , in a case of faith and 
char i ty , so it be done accord ing to the p roph
et 's t eaching , in just ice, j u d g m e n t and t ru th . 

N O T E : This article shall not deprive of membership in our 
church those who have conscientious scruples against taking an 
oath. . 
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DISCIPLINE. 

CHAPTER I. 

GENERAL RULES. 

Tf 37. In the latter end of the year 1739, eight 
or ten persons came to Mr. Wesley i n London, 
who appeared to be deeply convinced of sin, 
and earnestly groaning for redemption. They 
desired, as did two or three more the next day, 
that he would spend some time with them in 
prayer, and advise them how to flee from the 
wrath to come, which they saw continually 
hang ing over their heads. That he migh t 
have more time for this great work, he ap
pointed a day when they m i g h t all come to
gether, which, thenceforward, they did every 
week, namely, on Thursday, in the evening. 
For these and as many more as desired to join 
with them, for their number increased daily, 
he gave those advices from time to time which 
he judged most needful for them, and they al
ways concluded their meetings with prayer 
suited to their several necessities. 

Tf 38. This was the rise of the united soci
ety, first in Europe, and then in America. 
Such a society is no other than "a company of 
men haying the form and seeking the power 
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of godliness, united in order to pray together, 
to receive the word of exhortation, and to watch 
over one another in love, that they may help 
each other to work out their salvation." 

Tf 39. That it may the more easily be dis
cerned whether they are indeed Working out 
their own salvation, each society is divided in
to smaller companies, called classes, accord
ing to their respective places of abode. There 
are about twelve persons in a class, one of 
whom is styled the leader. It is his duty, 

1. To see each person in his class once a 
week, at least, in order, 

1. To inquire how their souls prosper. 
2. To advise, reprove, comfort, or exhort, as 

occasion may require. 
3. To receive what they are willing to give 

toward the relief of the preacher, the church 
and the poor.* 

II . To meet the niinisters and the stewards 
of the circuit, in order, 

1. To inform the minister of any who are 
sick, or of any who walk disorderly, and will 
not be reproved. 

2. To pay the stewards what they have re
ceived of their several classes dur ing the week. 

Tf 40. There is only one condition previously 
required of those who desire admission into 
these societies,—" a desire to flee from the 
wrath to come, and to be saved** from their 

dhffl 

•This part refers to towns and cities, where the poor are gen
erally numerous, and church expenses considerable. 
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sins." But wherever this is really fixed in the 
soul, it will be shown by its fruits. 

Tf 41. I t is therefore expected of all who con
tinue therein, that they should continue to evi
dence their desire of salvation, 

First, By doing no harm, by avoiding evil of 
every kind, especially that which is most 
generally practiced; such as, 

The taking of the name of God in vain. 
The profaning of the day of the Lord, either 

by doing ordinary work therein, or by buying 
or selling. 

Drunkenness, buying or selling spirituous 
liquors, or drinking them, unless in cases of 
extreme necessity. / 

The buying, selling, or holding of a humari 
being as a slave. 

Fighting, quarreling, brawling, brother go
ing to law with brother; returning evil for evil, 
or railing for railing; the us ingmany words in 
buying or selling. 

The buying or selling goods that have not 
paid the duty. 

The giving or taking things on usury, i. e. 
unlawful interest. 
- Uncharitable or unprofitable conversation, 
particularly speaking evil of magistrates or 
ministers. 

Doing to others as we would not they should 
do unto us. 

Doing what we know is not for the glory pf 
God; as, 

Belonging to secret societies. 
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The put t ing on of gold pr costly apparel. 
The taking such diversions as cannot be 

used in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Singing those songs or reading those books 

which do not tend to the knowledge or love of 
God. 

Softness or needless self-indulgence, espe-
/ c i a l l y snuffing, chewing, or smoking tobacco, 
( or the habi tual use of opiates.* 

Laying up treasure upon earth. 
Borrowing without a probability of paying ; 

or taking up goods without a probability of 
paying for them. 

Tf 42. I t is expected of all who continue in 
these societies, that they should continue to 
evidence their desire of salvation, 

Second, By doing good, by being in every 
kind mercifuL after their power, as they have 
opportunity, doing good of every possible sort 
and as far as possible to all men. 

To their bodies, of the ability which God 
giveth, by giving food to the hungry, by 
clothing the naked, by visi t ing or helping 
those who are sick or in prison. 

To their souls, by instructing, reproving, or 
exhorting all with whom we have any inter
course, t rampl ing under foot that enthusiastic 
doctrine, that *̂ we are not to do good unless 
our hearts be free to do it." 

By doing good, especially to those who are 
of the household of faith, or groaning so to 
be ; employing them preferably to others, buy-

*This shall also be construed as forbidding the growing, man
ufacture, and sale of tobacco. 

M . 
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ing of one another, helping each other in busi
ness; and so much the more, because the world 
will love its own, and them only. 

By all possible diligence and frugality, that 
the gospel be not blamed. 

By running with patience the race which is 
set before them, denying themselves and tak
ing up their cross daily; submit t ing to bear 
the reproach of Christ, to be as the filth and 
off-scouring of the world; and looking that 
men should say al l manner of evil of them 
falsely for the Lord's sake. 

Tf 43. I t is expected of all who desire to con
tinue in these societies, tha t they should con
tinue to evidence their desire of salvation. 

Third, By attending upon all the ordi
nances of God: such are. 

The public worship of God; 
The ministry of the word, either read, or ex

pounded; 
The supper of the Lord; 
Family and private prayer; 
Searching the scriptures; and. 
Fast ing or abstinence. 
Tf 44. These are the general rules of our so

cieties, all of which we are t augh t of God to 
observe, even in his written word, which is the 
only rule, and the sufficient rule both of our 
faith and practice. And all these we know the 
Spirit writes on truly awakened hearts. If 
there be any among us who observe them not, 
who habitually break any of them, let it be 
known unto them who watch over that soul as 

•aMi M M l i 
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they who must give an account. We will ad
monish him of the error of his way. We will 
bear with him for a,season. But if then he re
pent not, he hath no more a, place among us. 
We have delivered our souls. 

•va» 
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CHAPTER IL 

RECEPTION OF MEMBERS. 

Tf 45. None shall be admitted on probation 
until he gives evidence of a desire to flee from 
the wrath to come, by br ing ing forth fruits 
meet for repentance, and gives afiirmative an
swers to the following questions: 1. Have you 
the assurance of sins forgiven? 2. Do you 
consent to be governed by our general rules? 

Tf 46. None shall be received into full con
nection, unless he giives evidence of a renewed 
heart, by living up to the requirements of the 
general rules, and has met in class six months 
on probation, has been *baptized, has, where-
ever practicable, been recommended by the 
official members of the society, and can give 
satisfactory answers to the following ques
tions, which will be proposed to him before the 
society: 

1. Have you the witness of the Sjurit that 
you are a child of God? 

2. Have you that perfect love which casteth 
out fear? If not, will you diligently seek until 
you obtain it? 

3. I s it y o u r p u r p o s e to devote you r se l f t h e 

•Persons baptized in infancy must publicly assent to the bap
tismal covenant, 
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they who must give an account. We will ad
monish him of the error of his way. We will 
bear with him for a season. But if tUen he re
pent not, he hath no more a place among us. 
We have delivered our souls. » 
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RECEPTION OF MEMBERS. 

Tf 45. None shall be admitted on probation 
until he gives evidence of a desire to flee from 
the wrath to come, by br inging forth fruits 
meet for repentance, and gives aflirmatiye an
swers to the following questions: 1, Have you 
the assurance of sins forgiven? 2. Do you 
consent to be governed by our general rules? 

Tf 46. None shall be received^4nto full con
nection, unless he gives evidence of a renewed 
heart, by living up to the requirements of the 
general rules, and has met in class six months 
on probation, has been *baptized, has, where-
ever practicable, been recommended by the 
oflicial members of the society, and can give 
satisfactory answers to the following ques
tions, which will be proposed to him before the 
society: 

1. Have you the witness of the vSpirit that 
you are a child of God? 

2. Have you that perfect love which casteth 
out fear? If not, will you diligently seek until 
you obtain it? 

3. I s i t your purpose to devote yourself the 

•Persons baptized in infancy must publicly assent to the bap
tismal covenant, 
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remainder of your life wholly to the service of 
God, doing good to your fellowmien, and work
ing out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling? 

4. Will you forever lay aside all superfluous 
ornaments, and adorn yourself in modest ap
parel, with shamefacedness and sobriety, not 
with broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly 
array, but, which becometh those professing 
godliness, with good works? 

5. Will you abstain from connection with al l 
secret societies, keeping yourself free to follow 
the will of the Lord in all things? 

6. Do you subscribe to our articles of re
ligion, our general rules, and our Discipline, 
and are you willing to be governed by the 
same? 

7. Have you Christian fellowship and love 
for the members of this society, and will you 
assist them, as God shall give you ability, in 
carrying on the work of the Lord? 

Tf 47.. The person giving affirmative answers 
to the above questions shall, with the consent 
of three-fourtha of all the members present 
at a society meeting, be admitted to all the 
privileges of a member. Any person in good 
standing in any evangelical church may be re
ceived into full connection, upon his meeting 
the other requirements of this chapter, without 
his having been on probation iu our church, 

M 
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Tf 48. Where societies already organized, or 
several pe rsons des ign to uni te with the Free 
Methodist chi i rch and form a new society, they 
should adop t the Discipline as a whole, and 
then each person shou ld be admit ted in h i s in
dividual capaci ty as provided for above. 

9^ 
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DRESS. 

Tf 49. We insist on the rules concerning 
dress. This is no time to give encouragement 
to superfluity of apparel. Therefore, receive 
none into the church till he has left off super
fluous ornaments. In order to this: 1. Every 
one who has charge of a circuit shall read Mr 
Wesley's sermons upon dress, at least once a 
year in every society. 2. In vivsiting the classes 
be very mild but very strict. 3. Allow of no 
exempt case; better one suffer than many. 

/ 
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CHAPTER IV. 

MARRIAGE. 

Tf 50. We do not prohibit our people from 
marrying persons who are not members of our 
church, provided such persons give evidence 
of being converted to God; but we are deter
mined to discourage their marrying those who 
do not come up to this standard. 

Tf 51. Some of our members have married 
with unsaved persons. This has produced bad 
effects. They have either been hindered for 
life or have turned back to perdition. To dis
courage such marriages: 1. Every preacher 
shall publicly enforce the apostle's com
mand, "Be ye not unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers." 2 Corinthians vi, 14. 2. All 
should be exhorted never to marry without ad
vising with some of the more serious of their 
brethren. 

^Tt* '̂ In general a woman, ought not to marry 
without the consent of her parents. Yet there 
may be exceptions. For if, 1, a woman believes 
it to be her duty to marry, and if, 2, her par
ents absolutely refuse to let her marry any 
Christian, then she may, nay, ought to niarry, 
without their consent, 
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We recognize no other ground for divorce 
than that permitted in the word of God-»^Matt. 
V, 32, and Mark x, 11 and 12. Any person guilty 
of a violation of this law shall have no place 
among us. 

Tf 53. Our preachers shall not officiate at 
the mar r i age of any person who is under 
eighteen years of age, unless the parents or 
guardians be present or have given written 
consent, and unless at least two witnesses, 
knowing the contracting parties, be present. 
They shall in every case refuse to officiate 
at the marriage of divorced parties, unless fur
nished with satisfactory evidence tha t the case 
is such as would not conflict with the law of 
divorce recognized in the preceding para
graph. 

i. If 
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We recognize no other ground for divorce 
than that permitted in the word of God—Matt. 
v, 32, and Mark x, 11 and 12. Any person guilty 
of a violation of this law shall have no place 
among us. 

Tf 53. Our preachers shall not officiate at 
the marriage of any person who is under 
eighteen years of age, unless the parents or 
guardians be present or have given written 
consent, and unless at least two witnesses, 
knowing the contracting parties, be present. 
They shall in every case refuse to officiate 
at the marriage of divorced parties, unless fur
nished with satisfactory evidence that the case 
is such as would not conflict with the law of 
divorce recognized in the preceding para
graph. 
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CHAPTER V. 

SECRET SOCIETIES. 

Tf 54:. Voluntary associations are not neces
sarily sinful because they are secret. But 
secrecy is always a ground of suspicion. Evil 
works instinctively incline to darkness. Good 
works grow up in light. God commands us to 
let our l ight shine. Even a good cause under 
the shadow of secrecy invalidates its claim to 
the confidence of open and honest men. Grace 
and guile can have no affinity. All secrets 
necessary to be kept can be kept without an 
oath. A bad institution should not, and a good 
one need not, be secret. Philanthropic asso
ciations claiming our co-operation on Chris
tian grounds, must do so with open face. They 
must lift the vail while demanding our saluta
tion, or we cannot salute them by the way. 
Therefore, all secret societies are to be es
chewed. 

Any society requiring an oath, affirmation, 
or promise of secrecy, as a condition of mem
bership, is held to be a secret society; and any 
member joining or continuing in such, violates 
his covenant obligations, and shall in due form 
be excluded frotn the church; and the preacher 
shall report that he i s excluded for infraction 
of our rules and regulations. 

^ 
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CHAPTER VI. 

TEMPERANCE. 

T[ 55. A Spirit of self-denial is indispensable 
to the Christian character. A large proportion 
of the crime and pauperism of the country is 
caused by strong drink. The Spirit of Christ 
never leads one to countenance the use or sale 
of intoxicating liquor as a beverage. 

Tf 56. The stewards on all our circuits shal l 
make provision to use the unfermented juice 
of the grape in celebrating the Lord's supper. 
In no case must intoxicating wine be used for 
this purpose. 

Tf 57. Every man of God should break away 
from party trammels, and never knowingly 
give his vote or influence to elect any man to 
office who will use his official or personal in
fluence to legalize the traffic in intoxicating 
liquors as a beverage. As Christians we are 
bound to do all we can to prohibit by law this 
nefarious traffic. 

I 



CHAPTER VIL 

THE OFFICIAL BODIES. 

SECTION L 

DEPORTMENT AT THE CONFERENCES. 

Tf 58. I t is desired that all th ings be consid
ered on these occasions as in the immediate ' 
presence of God; that every person speak free
ly whatever is in his heart. While we are con
versing, let us have an especial care to set God 
always before us. In the intermediate hours, 
let us redeem all the time we can for private 
exercises. Therein let us give ourselves to 
prayer for one another, and for a blessing on 
our labors. 

SECTION II . 

THE GENERAL CONFERENCE. 

Tf 59. The general conference shall be com
posed of the superintendents, and an equal 
number of ministerial and lay delegates be
longing to the Free Methodist church, to be 
appointed by the annual conferences, at their 
respective sessions next preceding the session 
of general conf erence. 
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Tf 60. Each annual conference shall be en
titled to one ministerial and one lay delegate, 
and an additional one of each kind for every 
eight hundred members in full connection 
within the bounds of the conference. Each 
annual conference shall be entitled to one ad
ditional ministerial , and lay delegate in the 
general conference, whenever there is belong
ing to it an additional fraction of six hundred 
members in full connection. 

Tf 61. In electing delegates to the general 
conference, the preachers and laymen shall 
vote separately, each branch electing by bal
lot; the preachers from the elders in full con
nection in the conference, and the lay delegates 
from the members in full connection in our 
church within the bounds of the conference, 
the delegates to which they are respectively 
entitled. 

Tf 62. Whenever two-thirds of the annual con
ferences shall demand it, the superintendent 
or superintendents, or, if there be none, the 
secretary of the general conference, shall call 
an extra session of the general conference, fix
ing the date thereof, and the time of assem
bling, later than the next ensuing session of 
each of the annual conferences. 

Tf ̂ ' The general conference shall meet on 
the second Wednesday of October, 1862, at St. 
Charles, Illinois, and once in four years there
after, at such j^lace as it may designate. 

Tf 64:. At all times, when the general confer
ence is met, it shall take two-thirds of all the 
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delegates elected by the annual conf erences to 
form a quorum to do business; but a smaller 
number may adjourn from time to time, until 
a quorum is obtained. 

Tl 65. One of the general superintendents 
shall preside i n t h e general conference; but, in 
case no general superintendent be present, the 
general conference shall elect, by ballot, an el
der as president pro tem. 

Tf 66. Each general conference shall elect one 
or more general superintendents, and a secre^ 
tary, by ballot. The secretary shall continue 
in office until his successor is elected. 

Tf 67. The members of the general conference 
shall deliberate and vote as one body, never-
thele.ss, upon a call of one-fourth of the mem
bers present and voting, th6 house shall di
vide; and it shall require a majority of the 
ministerial, and of the lay delegates present to 
pass any vote, or transact any business. 

Tf 68. The general conference shall have full 
power to make rules and regulations for our 
church, under the following limitations and 
restrictions: 

1. The general conference shall not revoke, 
alter, or change our articles of religion, or the 
general rules of the united societies, or estab
lish any new standards or rules of doctrine 
contrary to our present, existing and estab
lished standards of doctrine. 

2. They shall not change or alter any par t 
or rule of our gpvernment, so as tp do away 
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with lay delegation, or an itinerant ministry, 
or general superintendency, or the free-seat 
system in our churches. 

3. They shall not have power to deprive our 
preachers or members of the r igh t of trial by 
an impartial committee, and of an appeal. 

Tf 69. Provided, nevertheless, that upon the 
concurrent recommendation of three-fourths of 
all the members of the several annual confer
ences, who shall be present and vote on such a 
recommendation, then a majority of two-thirds 
of the general conference succeeding, shall 
suffice to alter either of the above restrictions, 
except the last; and also, whenever such alter
ation, or alterations, shall have been first rec
ommended by two-thirds of the general con
ference, as soon as three-fourths of the mem
bers of all the annual conferences shall have 
concurred as aforesaid, such alteration or 
alterations shall take effect. 

SECTION I I I . 

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

Tf 70. The executive committee shall consist 
of the general superintendents, five traveling 
elders, and five layriien^ to be elected by the 
general conference* from its members. 

Tf 71. The executive committee shall meet 
annually, and whenever the superintendents 
or one-third of the committee shall deem it 
necessary. A majority of the members elected 
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shall cons t i tu te a quo rum for t r ansac t ing 
business. 

Ti 72. If any vacancy or vacancies occur in 
the in terva ls of t h e genera l conference^ the 
remain ing member s of the executive commit
tee m a y elect from the elders, or laymen, or 
both, as the case m a y be, be long ing to the las t 
general conference, a sufficient n u m b e r to fill 
such vacancies . 

Tf 73. I n case there be no super in tendent to 
travel t h r o u g h the work at l a rge and preside 
over t he a n n u a l conferences, t he executive 
commit tee sha l l meet together a n d elect a 
super intendent , or super intendents , who shal l 
serve un t i l the ensu ing general conference. 

Tt74. The executive committee sha l l consti
tu te a cour t of appeals , which shall , if neces
sary, ho ld a session once a year, for the pur
pose of t r y i n g a l l appea l s tha t m a y b e taken 
by any t r ave l ing preachers, from the decision 
of an a n n u a l conference. O t ^ o f the genera l 
super in tenden ts shal l preside a t the t r ia l of 
appea l cases. Seven members of the commit
tee on appea l s sha l l const i tute a quorum. 
The executive commit tee shal l have cha rge of 
the p u b l i s h i n g interests of the church, subject 
to the regula t ions adopted by the genera l con
ference of 1882. 

See also index, title, Executive Committee. 
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SECTION IV. 
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THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 

Tf 75. Each annual conference shall be com-
posed of all the traveling and superannuated 
preachers who have been diily received into 
full connection, within its bounds, and of lay 
delegates elected by the several circuits, as 
provided for in paragraph 76, page 46. 

Each circuit shall be entitled to one dele
gate, and whenever there shall be m o r e than 
one preacher traveling upon a circuit, the cir
cuit shall be entitled to one additional delegate 
for every such additional preacher, provided, 
nevertheless, that in no case shall a preacher 
be counted more than orice in the election of 
delegates. 

Tf76. There shall be the following annual 
conferences, to wit: The Genesee, the Illinois, 
the Susquehanna, the Kansas, the Minnesota 
and Northern Iowa, the New York, the Iowa, 
the West Iowa, the Wisconsin, the Michigan, 
the North Michigan, the East Michigan, the 
North Indiana, the Central Illinois, the Wa
bash, the Ohio, the Canada, the Louisiana, the 
Texas, the Pi t tsburg, the West Kansas, the 
Missouri, the South Dakota, the Oregon and 
Washington, the California, the Colorado, the 
North Minnesota, the Nebraska, the Southern 
California, the Arkansas and Southern Mis
souri, and such others as m a y tie organized as 
hereinafter provided. 
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Tf 77. Each annual conference shall appoint 
the place, and with the concurrence of the 
president, the time of its own sessions. 

Tf 78. (1) In the absence of the superintend
ent, or of the elder whom he may appoint, they 
shall elect, by ballot, an elder from their own 
number, to preside. (2) And they shall elect 
a secretary who shall record in a suitable 
book the proceedings of the annual confer
ence, and send said record to the general con
ference for examination. 

Tf 79. The ministers and laymen composing 
the annual conference shall deliberate and 
vote as one body; b u t at the call of one-fourth 
of all the niembers present and voting, the 
house shall divide, and the ministers and lay
men vote separately; and it shall require a ma
jority of both branches to constitute a vote of 
the conference. 

Tf 80. The territory embraced by each an
nual conference shall be divided into districts, 
and over each of these one of the elders shall 
be appointed by the conference as district 
elder. 

Tf 81. The district elders and an equal num
ber of laymen to be elected by ballot the first 
day of the session, together with the president 
of the conference, shall constitute a stat ioning 
committee, of which the president shall be 
chairman, and have a casting vote. No person 
who is recommended to the annual conference 
to be received on trial, though acting as a 



38 ANNUAL CONFERENCE. [Chap, vii. 

Rj*i!?! 

delegate, shall be eligible to serve on the 
stationing committee. I t shall be the duty of 
the stat ioning committee to appoint the 
preachers to their several fields of labor. No 
preacher shall be appointed to the same cir
cuit rnore than two years in succession; except 
thatj in special cases, by the unanimous con
sent of the stat ioning committee and the con
currence of the conference, a preacher may be 
appointed to the same circuit three years and 
also, except in the case of appointnients among 
foreign speaking or colored people. 

Tf 82. I t shall be the duty of each annual 
conference having claimants, to appoint a 
committee at each annual session on claim
ants and claims, composed of the president of 
the conference, two ministers and two laymen 
nominated by the president and elected by the 
conference. No minister shall be placed on 
the superannuated list without having first 
been recommended by this Committee. It 
shall also be the duty of this cornmittee, at 
the session dur ing which it serves, to report as 
to who are claimants and to estimate the 
amount necessary for their support for the en
suing year, subject to the approval of the con
ference, which shall forward the same to the 
secretary of the board of claimants. / 

Tf 83. An annual conference may, upon the 
unanimous recommendation of the stationing 
committee, leave a preacher without an ap
pointment. 
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Tf 84. Any preacher so left without an ap
pointment two years in succession, may be lo
cated by vote Of the annual conference. 

Tf 85. A preacher may be appointed to a cir
cuit without having charge of the same; in 
such cases the administration of the circuit 
shall devolve upon the district elder and the 
official boa:rd. 

Tl 86. Each annual conference shall inquire— 
1. What are the names of preachers and 

delegates having a seat in this conference? 
2. Who are the stationing committee? 
3. What preachers are admitted on trial? 
4. Who remain on trial? 
5. Who are admitted into full connection? 
6. WhO"are the deacons? 
7. Who have been elected and ordained 

elders th is year? 
8. Who have located this year? 
9. Who are the superannuated or worn-out 

preachers? 
10. Who have been received by transfer and 

from what conference? 
11. Who have withdrawn from the confer

ence this year? 
12. Who have been given certiffcates of 

good s tanding with a view to transfer to an
other conference?* 

13. Are all the preachers blameless in life 
and conversation? Have they, during the past 

•It shall be the duty of the conference receiving a preacher by 
transfer to notify the secretary of the conference from which he 
was transferred of his reception. 
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year, d i scharged their dut ies to God, them
selves, and one another , a s requi red by sec
t ions 6 and 7, chap te r viii, of the Discipline?* 

14. Who have died th i s year? * 
15. Wha t is the n u m b e r of chu rch members? 
16. A m o u n t collected for conference claim

ants? For the super in tendents? For general 
missions? For the a n n u a l conference mis
s ionary fund? For foreign missions? 

17. Number of Sunday schools? Of officers 
and teachers? Of scholars? Of volumes in 
l ibrary? 

18. Wha t ha s been expended d u r i n g the year, 
on the circuits for Sabbath school purposes? 

19. How m a n y copies of the F r e e Me thod i s t 
are taken? 

20. Wha t amoun t s are necessary for the 
superannua ted preachers , and the widows and 
o rphans of preachers? 

21. At the session next p reced ing the session 
of the general conference, the quest ion shal l 
be asked—What amoun t is necessar^^ for u s to 
raise towards defraying the expenses of dele
ga tes to the genera l conference? 

22. Wha t h a s been collected on the fore-
g o i n g accounts , and hoW h a s it been applied? 

23. Where are the preachers s ta t ioned th is 
year? 

24. Where, and when, shal l our next confer
ence be held? 

lILet the president call attention to sections 6 and 7 of chapter 
viii, of the Discipline. 
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We recommend our people to observe the 
Friday preceding each annual and general con
ference as a day of fasting and prayer. 

See index, title. Conferences. 

SECTION V. 

THE QUARTERLY CONFERENCE. 

Tf 87. The quarterly conference shall be 
composed of the traveling preachers and the 
members of the official boards of the district. 

Tl 88. Four sessions of the quarterly confer
ence shall be held each year, in coniiection 
with the general quarterly meetings, at such 
times and places as it may designate. 

T189. The district elder shall be president of 
the quarterly conference, and in his absence a 
president pro tem. shall be elected by the 
members present. 

Tf 90. A secretary shall be elected by the 
quarterly conference, who shall keep a faith
ful record of its proceedings, and shall send 
the said record to the annual conference for 
its examination. 

Tf 91- The quarterly conference shall (1) hear 
complaints, (2) try appeals, (3) grant and renew 
licenses to preach, (4) and recommend suitable 
persons to the annual conference to be em
ployed as traveling preachers. No person 
shall be licensed to preach unti l he has been 
recommended by the official board of the cir~ 

•»^ '^mm 
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cuit to which he belongs, and unt i l he has 
first been examined by the quarterly confer
ence, or district elder, in regard to his piety, 
his soundness in doc{EKne, his gifts, and his 
usefulness. No one shall be licensed until 
satisfactory answers are given to all the ques
tions found in the section, "Of the trial of 
those who think they are moved by the Holy 
Ghost to preach." (5) The quarterly confer
ence shall also, in connection with the district 
elder, appoint and hold camp meetings as the 
interests of the cause of God may require. 

See also index, title, Conferences. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS FOR QUARTERLY CONFER
ENCES. 

1. Conference called to order by the dis
trict elder, or, in his absence, by the secretary. 
[If the district elder should be absent an eld
er should be elected president pro tem. (Tf 89.)] 

2. Devotional evercises. 
3. Calling the roU. (If the first session of 

the conference year, a secretary should be 
elected (Tf 90), and the roll made out and then 
called.) 

4. Reading the minutes of the previous 
session. 

5. , Ask the following questions in order: 
• (1) Are all the local deacons and elders 

blameless in life and faithful in the perform
ance of their ministerial office (Tf 143)? The 
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name of each local deacon and elder should be 
separately called and h i s character passed.* t 

(2) Are there any recommendat ions for local 
preachers ' license? (Tf 91.) 

(3) Are there any recommendat ions for 
evangel is ts ' license? (Tf 147.) 

(4) Are there any licenses to be renewed? 
(5) Are there any sui table persons to be rec

ommended to the annua l conference to be em
ployed as t ravel ing preachers?* 

(6) Are there any recommendat ions of local 
preachers to the annua l conference for ordina
t ion a s deacons or elders? (Tf 141,142.)* t 

(7) Are there any complaints? (Tf 91-) 
(8) Are there any appeals? (Tf^l.) 
(9) Shal l we hold any camp meet ings this 

year? (Tf 91.) If so, how many? when? where? 
6. Appoin tment of committees. 
7. Repor t of committees. 
8. Repor t on Sunday schools. (Tf 178.) 
9. Unfinished bus iness (not to be asked a t 

the first s i t t ing of the year). 
10. Repor t of p reacher s on condition of their 

circuits . 
11. New business . 
12. F inanc ia l report of the distr ict elder. 
13. F ix place and t ime for ho ld ing the next 

session of the quar ter ly conference. (Tf 88.̂  
14. Read ing of the minutes . 
15. Adjournment . 

•At the last session of the year only. 
t Preachers should retire >yhil(? their characters or their 

licenses ftre. mip^ consideration, 

iHi 
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SECTION VI. 

OFFICIAL MEETING. 

Tf 92. An official meeting composed of the 
pastors, local preachers, exhorters, evangelists, 
stewards, class-leaders, Sunday school super
intendents who are members of our church 
and belong on the circuit, and trustees of 
church property when such trustees are mem- • 
bers of our chtirch, shall be held in each cir
cuit once a tnonth whenever practicable. 

Tf 93. The preacher in charge shall be chair-
mati of the official meeting, except as provided 
for in Tf 105, and in his absence a chairman 
shall be elected. 

Tl 94. A secretary, and treasurer shall be 
elected by the official board. The secretary 
shall keep in a suitable book, provided for that 
purpose, faithful m inu te s of the proceedings 
of the official board, and also of the meetings of 
the circuit, and shall properly record all mar
riages and baptisms. The treasurer shall keep 
a record of all the money raised on the circuit 
for religious purposes, and of the manner in 
which the same was expended, and give a full 
report of the same at the annual circuit 
meeting. 

Tf 05. The official board shall look after the 
spiritual and temporal inti^rests of the circuit 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

1; Devotional exercises. 
2. Calling of the roll. 
3. Reading of the minutes of the previous 

meeting. 
4. Inquire, Are there any sick? 
5. Are there any poor needing help? 
6. Are there any whose probat ion.has ex

pired? 
7* Are there any walking disorderly and 

who will not be reproved? 
8. Are there any recommendations from the 

society for exhorter's license.* 
9. Are there any exhorters' licenses to be re

newed? 
10. Are there any exhorters to be recom

mended for local preacher's license? 
11. Have the collections been taken as or

dered by the conference? 
12. What amount has been raised for pas

toral support? 
13. What amount has been raised for the 

district elder's claim? 
14. What amount has been raised for reli

gious purposes, and how has i t been applied? 
15. Is there any money in the treasury? 
16. Are there any claims to be presented? 
17. Is there any unfinished business or are 

there any committees to report? 
* No person should be licensed to exhort without a recom

mendation from the society of which he is a member. By a 
•• society" is meant all the members of our church who meet tQ* 
• Rctber Statedly \n one place for public worship, 

''•"•nirt-| 111—.- ' - . IMiBMiagfJ lgf l i l f i i 
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18. I s there any new bus iness , or are there 
any commit tees to be appointed? 

19. Are there any vacancies in the board of 
trustees? 

20. I s the ti t le of the c h u r c h proper ty secure? 
21. Read ing of the minutes . 
22. Adjournment . 

SECTION VIL 

CIRCUIT MEETING. 

Tf ^ - Every circuit shal l have, wi th in three 
mon ths pr ior to the session of the a n n u a l con
ference to wh ich it be longs , an a n n u a l circuit 
meeting, of which the preacher in charge shal l 
be chai rman, and the secretary of the official 
board shal l be secretary. 

Tf 97. A t th i s mee t ing the m e m b e r s of the 
church in full connect ion on the circuit, shal l 
elect, by ballot, one or more of the i r n u m b e r 
to represent them in the a n n u a l conference 
according to the j^rovisions of p a r a g r a p h 75. 
No person on proba t ion in an a n n u a l confer
ence s h a l l b e el igible to election as a delegate. 

Tf 98. The a n n u a l c i rcui t mee t ing shal l elect 
not less t h a n three, nor m o r e t h a n nine stew
ards for the circuit , who sha l l hold their 
office for one year, or un t i l o thers shal l be 
elected in the i r place. A n y vacancy m a y be 
filled ^t ^nj regular sopiety meetiag* 
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Tf 99. At this meeting there shall be a full 
report presented by the trUvStees of the church 
property. See paragraph 237. 

Tl 1^- The preacher in charge of a circuit, 
or in h i s absence or refusal to do it, a majority 
of the official board, may call a meeting of the 
circuit, whenever in their judgment the inter
ests of the church require it. ,̂  

1 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

OFFICERS AND MINISTERS. 

SECTION I. 

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS. 
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Tf 101. The general conference shall elect by 
ballot one or more traveling elders as general 
superintendents, to remain in office dur ing the 
four years following, or unti l others shal l be 
appointed. 

Tf 102. I t shall be the duty of the superin
tendents: 

1. To travel through the connection at large. 
2. To oversee the spiritual and temporal 

interests of our church, and to labor to pro
mote its purity, peace and prA^perity. 

3. To establish new societies. ; 
4. To receive and suspend preachers, accord

ing to the provisions of the Discipline. 
5. To change preachers with their consent 

and consent of a majority of the official board 
of the circuit from which they are to be re
moved. 

6. To transfer a preacher from one confer
ence to another, with the consent of the 
preacher and of the conference to which he is 

n 
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transferred; and, in the intervals of the 
sessions of the conference, with the consent 
of the district elders of the conference to 
which he is transferred; provided that no 
preacher shal l be transferred to another con
ference, without a certificate of his good stand
ing and general acceptability, given by his an
nual or quarterly conference. 

7. To form new conferences in the intervals 
of general conference, as the wants of the work 
may demand, subject to the approval of the 
general conference. Provided, that no new 
conf erence shall be formed without the consent 
of the conference whose territory is affected, 
and also, without the consent of at least two-
thirds of the members of the executive com
mittee. 

8. To preside at the sessions of the general 
conference, the executive committee, the an
nual conferences, and at the trial of appeals 
taken from quarterly or annual conferences, 
and to decide all questions of law therein, sub
ject to an appeal to the general conference. 

9. To report their labors and the state of the 
work to the general conference, and annually 
to the executive committee, such report to be 
published in the church papen 

Tl 103. The general superintendents shall 
estimate the amount necessary to pay the ex
penses of delegates to the general conference, 
and shal l apportion the same among the sev
eral conferences. 
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Tf 104. The super in tendents sha l l be amen^ 
able to the general conference for the d ischarge 
of the i r official dut ies , and for the i r Chris t ian 
conduct to the annua l conferences to which 
they respectively belong: 

See index, title. General Superintendents. 

SECTION I I . 

1̂ 

DISTRICT ELDERS. 

Tf 105. I t shal l be the du ty of the distr ict 
elder: 

1. To look after the sp i r i tua l and tempora l 
interests of our c h u r c h wi th in h i s dis t r ic t ; to 
take the charge of all c i rcui ts w i t h o u t a 
preacher; and the overs ight of the work on h i s 
district, according to the Discipline. 

2. To see tha t every pa r t of the Discipl ine is 
du ly enforced. 

3. To visit every circui t on h i s dis t r ic t when
ever he may judge it expedient. The dis t r ic t 
elder is especially directed and requ i red to 
visit any circuit in h i s distr ict , when so re
quested by the official board, in case of any 
d i spute or difficulty, or any emergency tha t 
may arise. In such cases he sha l l have power 
to call an official, society, or c i rcui t meet ing, 
and to preside over the same. 

The circuit s end ing for h im shal l pay h i s 
t ravel ing expenses. 

4. To hold four general quar te r ly m e e t i n g s 
in h i s distr ict d u r i n g each year. 
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5. To hold quarterly meetings once in three 
months in each circuij within his district, and 
to labor as an evang^is t within his district, if 
in the judgment of the annual conference the 
cause of God can be best served thereby. He 
shall also make a statement of the growth and 
progress of the work on the district at each 
general quarterly meeting. 

6. When a district has a traveling district 
elder, he shall hold an official, circuit, or so
ciety meeting on each circuit, in connection 
with his quarterly meetings. 

7. To appoint, receive, and suspend preach
ers in his district in the intervals of the con
ference. Provided, he shall not change any 
preacher contrary to h i s wishes unless by the 
request of two-thirds of the members of the 
circuit. 

8. To give the superintendent all the neces
sary information of the state of his district. 

9. The district elder shall not have power to 
employ a preacher that has been rejected by 
the annual conference, without permission of 
said conference. 

10. The district elder may, with the consent 
of the preacher in charge, and the official 
board, divide a circuit in the intervals of the 
annual conference, if the interests of the work 
require it. 

11. No district elder shall preside over the 
same district in the same conference more than 
lour years in succession. 



52 TRAVELING ELDERS. [ C h a p , v i i i . 

Tf 106. Traveling district elders shall be 
elected by ballot in open conference, without 
debate. 

Tf 107. Stationed district elders shall be 
nominated by ballot by the stat ioning com
mittee, and elected in open conference, without 
debate. 

Tf 108. In case there should be a vacancy in 
the office of district elder dur ing the intervals 
of the sessions of any annual conference, the 
president of the conference shall have power 
to fill such vacancy, subject to the approval of 
the ensuing quarterly conference of the dis
trict. 

Tf 109. Whenever in the judgment of an an
nual conference the interests of the work can 
be best subserved thereby, the same district 
elder may be appointed to more than one dis
trict at the same time. 

Tf 110. The district elder shall be supported 
by the circuit to which he is appointed, unless 
he devotes all his time in labors as an evange
list, as provided for above, in which case he 
shall receive his support from the district, 
each circuit contributing its proportion, as 
agreed upon in the quarterly conference. 

See index, title, District Elder. 

if 

SECTION II I . 

TRAVELING ELDERS AND DEACONS. 

Tf 111- (1) TRAVELING ELDERS.—Every travel
ing deacon shall exercise that office two years 
before he is eligible to the office of elder, ex-
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cept in the case of missions, when the confer
ence shal l have authority to elect h im to the 
elder's office sooner if they judge it expedient. 
A traveling deacon shal l be constituted a 
traveling elder by the election of a majority of 
the conference and by the laying on o f t he 
hands of the president and some of the elders 
present, after having passed a satisfactory ex
amination in the required course of study. 

Tf 112. I t is the duty of a traveling elder to 
administer bapt ism and the Lord's supper, to 
officiate in marriage ceremonies and all par ts 
of divine worship, and to perform all the duties 
of a traveling preacher. 

Tf 113. (2) TRAVELING DEACONS.—A minister 
who h a s been employed in the regular itin
erant work for two successive years after his 
reception on trial, and who has passed a satis
factory examination in the required course of 
study, may be constituted a traveling deacon 
by the election of a majority of the conference, 
and the laying on of the hands of thepresident. 

Tt 11^- I t is the duty of a traveling deacon to 
baptize, to officiate in marriage ceremonies, to 
assist the elder in administering of the Lord's 
supper and to perform all the duties of a trav
eling preacher. 

Tt 115. No elder or deacon who ceases to 
travel, without the consent of the annual con
ference, certified under jthe hand of the presi
dent of the conference, except in case of sick
ness, inability, or other unavoidable circum-

• ^ 
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s tances , sha l l on a n y account , exercise the 
pecul ia r functions of h i s office, or even be 
allowed to preach a m o n g us; never theless the 
final de terminat ion in all such cases is with 
the annua l conference. 

SECTION IV. 

RECEIVING PREACHERS FROM OTHER DENOMI-

4 . NATIONS. 
Tf 116. ^ ^ i n i s t e r s from other evangel ical 

churches , who desire to uni te wi th our church , 
m a y be received accord ing to o u r usages , on 
condit ion of their g iv ing sat isfactory answej-s 
to the ques t ions which we propose to our own 
members and min is te r s before receiving them 
into full connection, and of the i r g i v i n g satis
faction to an annua l conference of the i r be ing 
in orders, and of the i r ag reement wi th u s in 
doctrine, discipline, government and u s a g e s ; 
provided the conference is also satisfied with 
their gifts, graces and usefulness. 

Tf 11^- Every minis ter , whether local or itin
erant, whose ord ina t ion is recognized by an 
annua l conference, shal l be enti t led to a parch
ment from the pres ident of the conference, 
certifying the fact of h i s ordinat ion. 

SECTION V. 

RECEPTION OF PREACHERS. 

TT 118' A preacher m a y be received on tria* 
by an annua l conference after p a s s i n g a sat is
factory examinat ion in the prescr ibed course 
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of Study, and after h a v i n g been duly recom
mended by a quar te r ly conference. 

Tf 119. A t rave l ing preacher may be received 
into full connect ion after h a v i n g been em
ployed in t he r e g u l a r i t inerant work two suc
cessive years subsequen t to h i s reception on 
t r ia l b y an a n n u a l conference, and after pass
i n g a satisfactory examinat ion in the requi red 
course of s tudy, a n d g iv ing satisfactory an
swers to the following quest ions, namely: 

I 
1. Have you faith in Christ? 
2. Have you presen t assurance of s ins for

given? 
3. Do you believe in Christ ian perfection? 
4. Have you a t ta ined to th is r ich experience 

in your own hear t? (If not,) Are you groan
i n g after it? 

5. Are you resolved to devote yourself wholly 
to God a n d h i s work? 

6. Do you know the genera l rules? Do y o u 
keep them? 

7. Do you regu la r ly a t tend the sacrament? 
8. Have y o u read our Discipline? 
9. Are y o u wi l l ing to conform to it? 
10. Have y o u considered the ru les lor a 

preacher? 
11. Will y o u keep t hem for conscience' 

sake. 
12. Are y o u determined to employ al l you r 

t ime in the work of God? 
13. Will you encleavor not to speak too long 

nor tQo loud? 
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i 
I 

14. Will yoi/diligently instruct the children 
in every place? 

15. Will y o u ^ s i t from house to house? 
16. Will you recommend fasting, or absti

nence, both by precept and example? 
16. Are'you in debt? 

SECTION VI. 

RULES FOR A P R E A C H E R ' S ^ O N D U C T . 

Tfl20. Be diligenfe. Neve^be unemploved;• 
never be triflingb^^-^fnpi^^d. Never trifle away 
time; neither STOU^any more time at any place 
than is strictly iiecessary. 

Be serious. Let your motto be, Holiness to 
the Lord. Avoid all l ightness, jest ing and 
foolish talking. 

Converse sparingly and conduct yourself 
prudently with women. 1 Tim. v, 2. 

Take no step toward igjarriage without first' 
consulting your brethren. 

Believe evil of no one without good evidence; 
unless you see it done, take heed how you 
credit it. Pu t the best construction on every
thing. You know the judge is always sup
posed to be on the prisoner's side. 

Speak evil of no one; because your word, 
especially, would eat as doth a canker. Keep 
your thoughts within your own breast, till you 
come to the person concerned. 

Tell every one under your care what you ' 
think wrong in his Gonduet or temper, ^nd th^t 
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lovingly and plainly as soon as may be; else it 
will fester in your heart. Make all haste to 
cast the fire out of your bosom. 

Avoid all affectation. A preacher of the 
gospel is the servant of all. 

Be ashamed of nothing bu t sin. 
Be punctual . Do everything exactly at the 

time. And do not mend our rules, but keep 
them; not for wrath, bu t for conscience' sake. 

You have nothing to do bu t to save souls; 
therefore, spend and be spent in this work; and 
go always not only to those who need you, but 
tcrthose Who need you most. 

Observe: i t is not only your business to 
preach so many times, and to take care of this 
or that society, bu t to save, a smany as you can; 
to br ing a smany sinners as you can to repent
ance, and with all your power to build them up 
in that holiness without which they cannot see 
the Lord. And remember that a Free Method
is t preacher is to mind every point, great and 
small, in the Free Methodist Discipline! There
fore, you will need to exercise all the sense and 
grace you have. 

Act in al l things not according to your 
owii will, bu t as a son in the gospel. As such 
it is your duty to employ your time in the man
ner in which we direct: in preaching, and visit
ing from house to house; in reading, meditation 
and prayer. Above all, if you labor with us in 
the Lord's vineyard, it is needful that you 
should dQ tb^t part of. the work which we ad' 
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vise, a t those times an^ places which we judge 
most for h i s glory. 

Tf 121. The following, smaller advices may 
be of use : 

Be sure to never disappoint a congregation. 
Begin at the time appointed. 
Let your deportment be serious, weighty and 

solemn. 
Always suit your subject to your audience. 
Choose the plainest texts you can. 
Take care not to ramble, but keep to the text, 

and make out what you take in hand. 
Avoid everything awkward or affected, in 

your gesture, phrase, or pronunciation. 
Do not usually pray more than eight or ten 

minutes, at most, without intermission. 
Frequently read and enlarge upon a portion 

of scripture; and young preachers should 
often exhort without taking a text. 

Always avail yourself of the great festivals, 
by preaching on the occasion. 

SECTION VIL 

DUTIES OF PREACHERS. 

Tf 122. I t is the duty of a preacher to preach; 
to meet the societies and classes; to visit the 
sick; to visit all the members and probationers 
on his circuit, at least once in three months; 
and all the members of hiscongregation when
ever practicable; to preach out of doors wher
ever an attentive congregation can pe found; 
to take up the collections ordered by the con
ference; to raise, ?noney for the purchase pf 
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t racts , a n d at tend to their d is t r ibut ion upon 
h i s circuit . 

Tf 123. A preacher is to be qualified for h i s 
charge , b y walk ing closely With God, a n d hav
i n g h i s work great ly at heart ; and by under
s t a n d i n g and loving discipline, ours in par
t icular . . 

Tf 124.., We should frequently ask each other 
the following quest ions: 

Do y o u walk closely with God? Have you 
now fellowship wi th the Fa ther and the Son? 
A t w h a t h o u r do y o u rise? Do you punctur 
a l ly observe the m o r n i n g and evening hours 
of ret i rement? Do you spend the day in the 
m a n n e r which the conference advises? Do 
you converse seriously, usefully and closely? 

To be more part icular , you shou ld use all the 
means of grace yourself, and enforce the use of 
t hem on all other persons? 

They are ei ther inst i tuted or prudent ia l . 

The i n s t i t u t e d a.re: 

1. Prayer—private, family, and publ ic ; con
s i s t ing of deprecation, petition, intercession 
a n d thanksgiv ing . 

Do you use each of these? Do you forecast 
daily, wherever you are, to secure t ime for pri
vate devotion? Do you pract ice i t everywhere? 
Do you ask everywhere. Have ybu family p ray
er? Do you ask individuals . Do you use pri
vate p rayer every morn ing , and evening in 
par t icu lar? 
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2. Searching the scriptures—reading reg
ularly, some par t every day; regularly, all the 
Bible in order; carefully, with notes; serious
ly, with prayer before and after; fruitfully, im
mediately practicing what you learn there. 
Meditating at set times and by rule. Hearing 
the word every opportunity, with prayer, be
fore, at, after. Have your Bible always about 
you. 

3. The Lord's supper. Do you use this at 
every opportunity? With solemn prayer be
fore? With deliberate self-devotion? 

4. Fasting. Do you use as much absti
nence and fasting eyery week as your health, 
strength, and labor will permit? 

5. Christian conference. Are you convinced 
how important and difficult it is to order your 
conversation aright? Is it always with grace, 
seasoned with salt, meet to minister grace to 
the hearers? Do you converse too long at a 
time? Is not an hour Commonly enough '? 
Would it not be well always to have a deter
mined end in view, and pray before and after? 

The p ruden t i a l means we may use either as 
Christians, as Free Methodists, or as preach
ers. 

As Christians, what particular rules have you 
in order to grow in grace? What arts of holy 
living? As Free Methodists, do you never miss 
your class ? As preachers, have you thorough
ly considered your duty? Are you conscien-
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tious in executing every par t of it? Do you 
meet each society and its leaders ? 

These means may be used Without fruit; 
But there are some means which cannot; 
namely —watching^ denying ourselves, tak
ing u p our cross and l iving always as in the 
presence of God. 

Do you steadily watch against the world? 
Yourself? Your besetting sin? Do you deny 
yourself every useless pleasure of sense, imag
ination, honor? Are you temperate in all 
things? Instance, in food. Do you use only 
that kind and that degree which is best both 
for body and soul? Do you see the necessity 
of this? Do you eat no more at each meal than 
is necessary? Are you not heavy or drowsy 
after dinner? Do you use only that kind and 
degree of drink which is best both for the body 
and soul? Do you choose and use water for 
your common drink? And only take wine 
medicinally or sacramentally? Wherein do 
you take up your cross daily? Do you cheer
fully bear your cross, however grievous to 
nature, as a gift of God, and labor to profit 
thereby? Do you endeavor to set God always 
before you? To see his eye continually fixed 
upon you? Never can you use these means bu t 
a blessing will ensue. And the m o r e you use 
them, the more you will grow in grace. 

See index, title, Preachers. 

wsmm"-
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SECTION VIII . 

M 
m 

DUTIES OF PREACHERS IN CHARGE. 

Tf 125. The duties of a preacher who has the 
charge of a circuit are, to receive and dismiss 
members according to the Discipline. 

To see that the other preachers in his circuit 
behave well, and need nothing. 

To examine each of the leaders concerning 
his method of leading his class. 

The preacher in charge^ may nominate and 
the class shall elect the leader |Dy ballot, and 
if any person not nominated by the preacher 
receive a majority of votes, he shall be de
clared elected. _^ 

To hold watch-nights, and love-feasts, and to 
see that the sacrament is administered at least 
once in three months. 

To take care that every society is duly sup
plied with books. 

Totake an exact account of all members in 
the societies of their respective circuits, keep
ing the names of all local elders, deacons, and 
preachers, properly distinguished, and deliver 
such account to the annual conference, that 
their number may be printed in the minutes. 

To give an account of his circuit every quar
ter to the quarterly conference of the district. 

To report to the society at least once a quar
ter, the names of those who have been received 
into the church, or excluded therefrom dur ing 
the quarter; also the names of those who have 
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SECTION v i n . 

I-

DUTIES OF PREACHERS IN CHARGE. 

Tf 125. T h e d u t i e s of a p r e a c h e r w h o h a s t h e 
c h a r g e of a c i r cu i t a re , t o rece ive a n d d i s m i s s 
m e m b e r s a c c o r d i n g t o t h e D i s c i p l i n e . 

To see t h a t t h e o t h e r p r e a c h e r s in h i s c i r cu i t 
b e h a v e well , a n d heed n o t h i n g . 

To e x a m i n e each of t h e l e a d e r s c o n c e r n i n g 
h i s m e t h o d of l e a d i n g h i s c l a s s . 

T h e p r e a c h e r in c h a r g e m a y n o m i n a t e a n d 
t h e c l a s s s h a l l elect t h e l e ade r b y ba l lo t , a n d 
if a n y p e r s o n n o t n o m i n a t e d b y t h e p r e a c h e r 
receive a m a j o r i t y of votes , h e s h a l l b e de
c la red elected. 

' To h o l d w a t c h - n i g h t s , a n d love-feasts , a n d to 
see t h a t t h e s a c r a m e n t i s a d m i n i s t e r e d a t l eas t 
once in t h r e e m o n t h s . 

To take ca re t h a t every soc ie ty i s d u l y sup 
p l i ed w i t h books . 

To take a n exact a c c o u n t of a l l m e m b e r s in 
t h e societ ies of t h e i r r e spec t ive c i r c u i t s , keep
i n g the n a m e s of a l l loca l e lders , d e a c o n s , a n d 
p r eache r s , p r o p e r l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d , a n d del iver 
s u c h a c c o u n t to t h e a n n u a l confe rence , t h a t 
t h e i r n u m b e r m a y b e p r i n t e d in t h e m i n u t e s . 

T o g ive a n a c c o u n t of h i s c i r c u i t eve ry qua r 
te r to t h e q u a r t e r l y conference of t h e d i s t r ic t . 

To r e p o r t to t h e soc ie ty a t l e a s t o n c e a qua r 
ter, t he n a m e s of t h o s e w h o h a v e b e e n rece ived 
i n to t he c h u r c h , o r e x c l u d e d t h e r e f r o m d u r i n g 
t h e q u a r t e r ; a l so t h e n a m e s of t h o s e w h o h a v e 
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b e e n rece ived o r d i s m i s s e d b y certif icate, a n d 
t h o s e w h o h a v e d ied o r w i t h d r a w n from t h e 
c h u r c h . 

Tf 126. I t ic a l so h i s d u t y , to m a k e a r e g u l a r 
c a t a l o g u e of t h e soc ie t ies in t o w n s a n d ci t ies , 
g i v i n g t h e s t r ee t a n d n u m b e r . 

To leave h i s s u c c e s s o r a p a r t i c u l a r a c c o u n t 
of t h e c i rcu i t , i n c l u d i n g an a c c o u n t of t he s u b 
s c r i b e r s for o u r pe r i od i ca l s . 

T o enforce v i g o r o u s l y , b u t ca lmly , a l l t h e 
r u l e s of t he society . 

A s soon a s t h e r e a re four be l i evers in a n y 
p l a c e to p u t t h e m in to a c lass . 

To w a r n all , f rom t i m e to t ime , t h a t n o n e a r e 
to r e m o v e f rom one c i r cu i t to a n o t h e r Wi thou t 
a cert i f icate f rom t h e p r e a c h e r i n c h a r g e , i n 
t h e s e w o r d s : "A. B., t h e bea re r , w i s h i n g t o re
m o v e f rom t h i s c i r cu i t , we h e r e b y certify t h a t 
h e i s a n a c c e p t a b l e m e m b e r of t h e F ree Meth
od i s t c h u r c h . W h e n a d m i t t e d on a n o t h e r cir
cui t , h i s r e l a t i o n to t h i s c i r c u i t wi l l cease . 
T h i s cert i f icate i s g o o d for o n e y e a r only , un 
less renewed ." I n f o r m t h e m t h a t w i t h o u t s u c h 
a cert i f icate, t h e y wi l l n o t b e rece ived i n to t h e 
c h u r c h in o t h e r p l a c e s . If a n y of o u r m e m b e r s 
l ive a t a g r e a t d i s t a n c e f rom t h e c l a s s to w h i c h 
t h e y b e l o n g a n d a r e u n a b l e to a t t end , t h e y 
sha l l , o n c e a q u a r t e r , s e n d t o t h e l eade r o r 
p r e a c h e r t h e i r t e s t i m o n y a s t o t h e i r r e l i g i o u s 
s ta te . If t h e y fa i l to d o t h i s , o r to p a y t h e i r 
confe rence c l a i m s , t h e y m a y a t t h e end of o n e 
y e a r b e r e c o r d e d o n t h e r e g i s t e r a s " R e m o v e d 
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ii 

without a letter." If such person afterwards 
claims his membership, the official board may 
restore it. A member holding a certificate 
shall be amenable to the circuit from which 
the certificate was taken until the certificate is 
received in another place. After the certificate 
has been handed in on another circuit, he shall 
be responsible for his conduct dur ing the time 
he held the certificate to the circuit which he 
shall have joined. It shall be the duty of the 
preacher receiving such certificate of member
ship to notify the preacher ln charge of the 
circuit from which the certificate was given. 

To recommend everywhere decency and 
cleanliness. 

To read the rules of the society, with the aid 
of the other preachers, once a year in every 
congregation, and once a quarter in every so
ciety. 

He shall see that the trustees are duly elect
ed according to the law of the state; and that 
the real estate belonging to the church is 
duly secured according to law. 

He shall take no steps involving the circuit 
in financial liability, without the consent of the 
official board. 

He shall take care tha t a fast be held in 
every society in his circuit, on the Friday 
preceding every quarterly meeting. 

The preachers who have the oversight of 
circuits are required to execute all the rules 
fully and strenuously against all frauds, and 
particularly against dishonest insolvencies; 
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suffering none to remain in our church, on any 
account, who are found guilty of fraud. 

Tf 127. During the sittings of the conferences 
all appointments should stand according to 
the plan of the circuit. Engage as many local 
preachers and exhorters as will supply them; 
and pay them for their time in propor
tion to the allowance of the traveling preach
ers. If preachers and exhorters cannot attend, 
let some person of ability be appointed in 
every society to sing, pray and read one of Mr. 
Wesley's sermons. But if that cannot be done, 
let there be prayer meetings. 

See index, title Preachers, and Sunday Schools. 

SECTION IX. 

MATTER AND MANNER OF PREACHING. 

Tf 128. The best general method of preaching 
is; 1. To convince. 2. To offer Christ. 3. To 
invite. 4. To build up. 5. To do this in some 
measure in every sermon. 

Tt 129. The most effectual way of preaching 
Christ is to preach him in all his offices, and to 
declare his law, as well as his gospel, both to 
helievers and unbelievers. Let us strongly 
and closely insist upon inward and outward 
holiness in all its branches. 

I 
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SECTION X. 

WHERE TO PREACH. 

Tf 130. We do not deem it advisable to preach 
in as many places as we can without forming 
societies. 

We have made the trial in various places, 
and that for a considerable length of time. In 
all cases the seed has fallen by the wayside. 
There is scarcely any fruit remaining. 

Tf 131. We should endeavor to preach most 
where there is the greatest nurnber of quiet 
and willing hearers, and where there is most 
fruit. 

Tf 132. We ought diligently to observe in 
what places God is pleasedat any time to pour 
out his Spirit' more abundantly; and at that 
time to send more laborers than usual into 
that part of the harvest. 

SECTION XI . 

i r i 

PASTORAL VISITATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF 
PRACTICAL RELIGION. 

Tf 133. We should endeavor to assist those 
under pur care, and to aid in the salvation of 
souls by instructing them in their own homes. 
What unspeakable need there is of this! 

We can but jus t toiich on a few particu
lars. How little faith is there among even 
professing Christians! How little commun
ion With God! How little living in heav-
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en, walking as for eternity, deadness to every 
creature! How rnuch love of the world, desire 
of pleasure, of ease, of get t ing money! How 
little brotherly love! What continual judging 
one another! What gossiping, evil-speaking, 

,tale-bearing! What want of moral honesty! 
To instance only one particular: who does as 
he would be done by in buying and selling? 

Family religion is wanting in many branch
es. And what avails public preaching alone, 
though we could preach like angels? We 
must, yea, every traveling preacher must in
struct the people from house to house. 

Our religion is not sufficiently deep, or uni
versally uniform. It is superficial, partial, un
even. It will be so until we spend half as 
much time in this visiting, as we now do in 
talking uselessly. Can we find a better method 
of doing this than Mr. Baxter's? If not, let us 
adopt it without delay. His whole tract en
titled The Reformed Pastor, is well worth a 
careful perusal., Speaking of this visiting 
from house to house, he siays, "We shall find 
Inany hindrances, both in ourselves and the 
people." 

1. In ourselves there is much dullness and 
laziness, so that there will be mucn ado to get 
us to be faithful in the work. 

2. Some of us have a foolish bashfulness. 
We know not how to begin, and blush to con
tradict the devil. 



68 VISITING. [Chap, viii. 

3. But the greater hindrance is weakness of 
faith. Our whole motion is weak, because the 
spring of it is weak. 

4. Lastly, we are unskillful in the work. 
How few know how to deal with men so as to 
get within them, and suit all our discourse to 
their several conditions and tempers; to choose 
the fittest subject, and follow them with a holy 
mixture of seriousness, terror, love and meek
ness! 

Undoubtedly this private application is im
plied in those solemn words of the apostle: "I 
charge thee before God and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead 
at his appearing, preach the word; be instant 
in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, ex
hort, with all longsuffering." 

O, brethren, if we could but set this work on 
foot in all our congregations, and prosecute 
it zealously, what glory would redound to 
God! If the common lukewarmness were ban
ished, and every shop and every house were 
busied in speaking of the word and works of 
God, surely God would dwell in our habita
tions, and make us his delight. 

Tfl3 -̂ It is objected, I. "This will take up 
so much time we shall not have leisure to 
follow our studies." We answer, 1. Gain
ing knowledge is a good thing, but saving 
souls is better. By this very th ing you will 
gain the most excellent knowledge, that 
of God and eternity. 2. You will have 
time for gaining other knowledge too. 
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Only sleep no more than you need; "and never 
be idle or triflingly employed." But, 3. If you 
can do but one, let your studies alone. We 
ought to throw by aU the libraries of the world, 
rather than be guilty of the loss of one soul. 

It is objected, IL "The people will not sub
mit to it." If some will not, others will. And 
all the success with them will repay all your 
labors. O, let us herein follow the example of 
St. Paul! 1. For our general business. Serv
ing the Lord with all humility of mind. 2. 
Our special work. Take heed to yourselves and 
to all the flock. 3. Our doctrine. Repentance 
toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 4. The place, I have taught you pub
licly, and from house to house. 5. The object 
and manner of teaching, I ceased not to warn 
every one night and day, with tears. 6. His .̂ gUj 
innocence and self-denial herein, I have covet
ed no man's silver or gold. 7. His patience, 
Neither count I my life dear unto myself. And 
among all other motives, let these be ever be
fore our eyes: 1. The church which he ha th 

'̂  purchased with his own blood. 2. Grievous 
wolves shall enter in; yea, of your own selves 
shall men arise, speaking perverse things. 

Write this upon your hearts, and it will do 
you more good than twenty years 'study. Then 

5 you will have no time to spare; you will have 
work enough. Then, likewise, no preacher 
will stay with us who is as salt that has lost its 
savor. For to such, this employmeht will be 
mere drudgery. And in order to do it, you will 
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have need of all the knowledge you can pro
cure, and all the grace you can obtain. 

The sum is. Go into every house in cour % 
and teach every one therein, young and old, ^ 
be Christians, inwardly and outwardly. MakV 
every particular plain to their understandings. 
Fix it in their minds, write it on their hearts . 
In order to this, there must be line upon line, 
precept upon precept. What patience, what 
love. What knowledge is requisite for this! 
We m u s t needs do this, were it only to avoid 
idleness. Do we not loiter away many hours 
in every week? F)ach try himself. No idle
ness is consistent with a growth in grace. 
Nay, without exactness in redeeming time, you 
cannot retain the grace you received in justifi
cation. 

Tf 135. Why are we not more holy? Why do 
we not live as for eternity? Why do we not 
walk with God all the day long? Why are we 
not all devoted to doing good, breathing the 
whole spirit of missionaries? 

Chiefly because we do not properly use the 
m e a n s . 1. How few wait upon the Lord in 
secret prayer until his blessing comes on the 
soul? 2. Dp we know the obligation and ben
efit of fasting and abstinence? 3. How often 
do we practice it? 4. How little there is of 
self-denial? '5. How few br ing their t i thes and 
offerings into the storehouse of the Lord? 6. 
How m u c h there is of consecration to our own 
wills instead of to the will of the Lord? 7. 
How few manifest a disposition to submit 

i 
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tnemselves one to another? 8: W h a t a want 
t h e r e is of p roper ly gove^?mng the tongue! 
The neglect of these a lone is sufficient to ac 
count for our feeblene|^^^nd faintness of spiri t . 
We should amend f^mn th i s hour . 

Tf 136. How sha l l we g u a r d aga ins t Sabba th 
breaking, evil speaking, unprofi table conver
sation, l ightness , expensiveness or gaye ty of 
apparel , and con t rac t ing deb t s wi thou t due 
care to d i scharge them? 

1. We s h o u l d preach expressly on each of 
these heads . 2. Read in every society the ser
mon on evil speaking. The leaders should 
closely examine and exhort every person to p u t 
away the accursed th ing . 4. The preachers 
shou ld warn every society t ha t none who is 
gu i l ty herein can remain wi th us. 5. Ext i rpate 
from our c h u r c h all b u y i n g or sel l ing of 
goods which have not pa id the du ty la id upon 
them b y government . 

Allow none with us who will not totally 
abs ta in from th i s evil in every degree. Extir
pa te br ibery, receiving any th ing , direct ly or 
indirectly, for vo t ing at any election. Show no 
respect to pe rsons herein, b u t expel a l l t ha t 
touch the accursed th ing . A n d s t rongly ad
vise our people to d i scountenance all t reats 
given by candida tes before or a t elections, and 
to not be pa r takers in any respect, of such in
iqu i tous pract ices . 
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SECTION x n . ^^-^ 

EMPLOYMENT OF TIME. 

Tf 137. We advise you, 1. A s often as pos
sible, to rise at five. 2 F r o m five to six in the 
morn ing , and from five to six in the evening, to 
meditate , pray, and read the scr ip tures wi th 
notes, a n d the closely pract ica l pa r t s of w h a t 
Mr. Wesley h a s publ i shed . 3. F r o m seven in 
the m o r n i n g till twelve (allowing one h o u r f o r ^ ^ 
breakfast), read with m u c h prayer , some of our 
bes t re l ig ious books. 

Other reasons m a y concur why the people 
under our care are not better, b u t the chief is, 
because we are no t more knowing a n d more 
holy. 

^ B u t why are w e n o t m o r e knowing? Be
cause we are idle. We forget our first ru le , 
"Be diligent. Never be unemployed. Never be 
triflingly employed. Neither spend any more 
t ime at any place t h a n is s t r ic t ly necessary." 
We fear there is a l together a fault in th i s mat
ter, and tha t few of us are clear. Which of u s 
spend as many h o u r s a day in God's work as 
we did formerly in man ' s work? We talk—talk 
or read what comes next to hand . We m u s t , 
absolutely mus t , cure th i s evil, or be t ray the 
cause of God. Bu t how? 1. Read the mos t use
ful books, and tha t r egu l a r l y and constant ly . 
2. Steadily spend all t he rnorn ing in th i s em
ployment, or a t least five h o u r s in the four and 
twenty. "But I have no tas te for reading." 
Contract a tas te for it by use,- or r e tu rn to your 

u 
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former employment* "But I have no books." 
Be diligent to spread the books, ahd you will 
haye the use of them. 

SECTION XI I I . 

UNION AMONG OURSELVES. 

Tf 138. We should be deeply sensible, from 
what we have known, of the evil of division in 
principle, spirit, or practice, and of the dread
ful consequences to ourselves and others. If 
we are united what can stand before us? If we 
divide, we shall destroy ourselves, the work of 
God, and the souls of our people. 

In order to a closer union with each other, 
1. We should be deeply convinced of the abso

lute necessity of it. 2. Pray earnestly for, and 
speak freely to, each other. 3. When we meet, 
let us never par t without prayer. 4. Take 
care not to despise each other's gifts. 5. Never 
speak lightly of each other. 6. Defend each 
other's character in everything, so far as 
is consistent with truth. 7. Labor in honor 
each to prefer the other before himself. 8. We 
recommend a serious perusal of The Causes, 
Evils a^d Cures of Heart and Church Divis
ions. 

SECTION XIV. 

TTNION WITH OTHERS. 

Tf 139. We have Christian fellowship and 
love, for al lpersonsof whatever denomination, 
who show by their live^ that they "Follow 

' " - — - - . - -rm 
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peace with all men, and holiness without 
which no man shall see the Lord." We will 
unite with all well disposed persons, in an 
open. Christian manner, in promoting social 
and civil reforms. But we cannot unite, where 
we are required to compromise our principles, 
in holding union meet ings with any person, 
or denomination, whose practical standard of 
Christian character and church fellowship, is 
obviously below that plainly ^et forth in the 
New Testament, 

V SECTION XV. 

LOCAL PREACHERS. 

Tf 140. The quarterly conference shall take 
cognizance of all the local preachers in the 
district, and shall inquire into the gifts, labors 
and usefulness of each preacher by name. 

Tf 141. A licensed local preacher shall be 
eligible to the office of deacon after he has 
preached four years from the time he received 
a regular license, and has obtained a recom
mendation from the quarterly conference, after 
proper examination as to his Christian char
acter, his usefulness as a preacher, and a satis
factory khowledge of the prescribed course of 
study. 

Tf 142. A local deacon shall be eligible to the 
office of elder after he has preached four years 
from the time he was ordained a deacon, and 
has obtained a recommendation from the 
quarterly conference of which he is a member, 
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certifying h is qualifications in doctr ine, disci
pline, t a len ts and usefulness, and h a s passed a 
satisfactory examinat ion in the prescr ibed 
course of s tudy. 

Tf 143. Every local elder, deacon or preacher , 
sha l l be amenab le to the quar te r ly conference 
where he be longs for h i s Chr is t ian charac ter 
and the faitnful performance of h i s minivS-
terial office. He shal l have h is name recorded 
on the j ou rna l of said conference, a n d also 
enrolled on a class paper, a n d sha l l m e e t in 
class; and in neglect of the above dut ies , t he 
quar te r ly conference, if they j u d g e it proper , 
m a y depr ive h i m of h i s minis ter ia l office. 
When a p reacher is located, or d i scont inued 
by an a n n u a l conference, he sha l l hold h i s 
member sh ip on the c i rcui t where he h a d h i s 
las t appoin tment . 

Tf 144. Let the appo in tmen t s be so a r r anged 
as to g ive the local p reachers r e g u l a r and sys
temat ic employment on the Sabbath . 

Tf 1^- When a local p reacher is employed 
as a supply , h i s m e m b e r s h i p shal l be on the 
charge where he labors . 

See index, title, Preachers. 

SECTION XVI . 

EVANGELISTS. 

Tf 146. Evangel i s t s are a class of preachers« 
called of God to preach the gospel , to labor to 
promote revivals of religion, a n d to spread 
abroad the catise of Chris t in the land; b u t not 



74 LOCAL PREACHERS. [ C h a p . v i i i , 

peace with all men, and holiness without 
which no man shall see the Lord." We will 
unite with all well disposed persons, in an' 
open. Christian manner, in promoting social 
and civil reforms. But we cannot unite, where 
we are required to compromise our principles, 
in holding union meetings with any person, 
or denomination, whose practical s tandard of 
Christian character and church fellowship, is 
obviously below that plainly set forth in the 
New Testament, 

SECTION XV, 

LOCAL PREACHERS. 

Tf 140. The quarterly conference shall take 
cognizance of all the local preachers in the 
district, and shall inquire into the gifts, labors 
and usefulness of each preacher by name. 

Tf 141. A licensed local preacher shall be 
eligible to the office of deacon after he has 
preached four years from the time he received 
a regular license, and has obtained a recom
mendation from the quarterly conference, after 
proper examination, as to his Christian char
acter, his usefulness as a preacher, and a satis
factory knowledge of the prescribed course of 
study. 

Tf 142. A local deacon shall be eligible to the 
office of elder after he has preached four years 
from the time he was ordained a deacon, and 

ft ' ' 

has obtained a recommendation from the 
quarterly conference of which he is a member, 
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certifying h i s qualifications in doctrine, disci
pline, ta lents and usefulness, and has passed a 
sat isfactory examinat ion in the prescribed 
course of s tudy. * 

f 143. Every local elder, deacon or preacher, 
shal l be amenable to the quar te r ly conference 
where he be longs for h i s Chris t ian character 
and the faitnful performance of h i s minis
terial office. He shal l have h is name recorded 
on the jou rna l of said conference, a n d also 
enrolled on a c lass paper, and shall meet in 
class; and in neglect of the above dut ies , the 
quar te r ly conference, if they judge it proper, 
m a y deprive h im of h i s minis ter ia l office. 
When a preacher is located, or discont inued 
by an a n n u a l conference, he shall hold h i s 
member s h ip on the circuit where he had h is 
last appointment . 

Tf 1 ^ ' -^^^ ^^^ appoin tments be so a r ranged 
as to give the local preachers regu la r and sys
temat ic employment on the Sabbath. 

Tf 145. When a local preacher is employed 
as a supply , h i s m e m b e r s h i p shal l be on the 
charge where he labors . 

See index, title, Preachers. 

SECTION JCVI. 

EVANGELISTS. 

Tf 146. Evange l i s t s are a class of preachers 
called of God to preach the gospel, to labor to 
promote revivals of rel igion, and to spread 
abroad the cause of Chr is t in the land; b u t not 
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called to a pastoral eharge, or in all cases to 
government in the church. ^̂ ~'*s. 

Tf 147. Any bro ther or sister in good s tand
ing in our church, feeling called of God to this 
work, may, upon recommendation of the soci
ety to which he belongs, be licensed by the 
quarterly conference, after due examination, 
according to section 18, chap, viii, of our Disci
pline entitled, "Of the Examination of Those 
who Think They are Moved by the Holy Ghost 
to Preach." Such evangelists shall be mem
bers of the quarterly conference, amenable to 
it, and shall pass an examination in the course 
of study for local preachers. 

Tf 148. Those who labor successfully as 
evangelists for the period of four years, may, 
upon recommendation of the quarterly con
ference, be licensed by the annual conference; 
and such license shall hold good until revoked 
by the action of said annual conference. 

Tf 149. Menibers of ati annual conference 
may be appointed as evangelists. They shall 
be entitled to the rights and privileges of 
those appointed to circuits, and shall be sub
ject to the same rules and regulations as far 
as they apply to their circumstances. They 
shall be subject to the restrictions of Tf 154. 

Tf 150. The general conference may elect a 
general evangelist, or two general evangelists, 
to travel through the country at large, open 
new fields of labor, organize new societies, and 
provide and place over them, temporarily, pas-
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tors, preparatory to the organization of new 
conf erences Where we havef none. 

Tf 151. If he should form new societies in 
any of our existing conferences, they shall be 
under the care of the district elder of the ad
jacent district. 

Tf 152. The general evangelist shall have the 
oversight of other evangelists laboring in im
mediate connection with him. 

Tf 153. Such evangelist shall be amenable to 
the annual conference to Which he belongs. 

Tf 154. No evangelist shall appoint or hold 
meetings where they will interfere with the 
regular work of any preacher duly appointed 
to a circuit or station. 

Tf 155. Evangelists shall depend upon the 
fields in which they labor for their support , 
except in case of general evangelists, who may 
receive appropriations from the general 
missionary board, on recommendations from 
the general superintendents. 

See index, title. Evangelists. 

SECTION XVII . 

BANDS AND BAND WORKERS. 

Tl 156. 1. District elders and evangelists ap
pointed by the general or annual conferences, 
or licensed by an annual conference, may or
ganize bands for evaiigelistic work; but no 
person shall become a member of such a band 
without recommendation of the society to 
which he belongs. 
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2. T h e r u l e s a n d r e g u l a t i o n s of s u c h b a n d s 
s h a l l b e s u b j e c t t o t h e a p p r o v a l of t h e a n n u a l 
confe rence to w h i c h t h e l e a d e r b e l o n g s , or 
w i t h i n t h e b o u n d s of w h i c h h e h o l d s h i s m e m 
b e r s h i p . 

3. N o e v a n g e l i s t o r b a n d s h a l l a p p o i n t o r 
h o l d m e e t i n g s w h e r e t h e y wi l l in te r fe re w i t h i 
t h e r e g u l a r w o r k of a n y p r e a c h e r d u l y ap
p o i n t e d to a c i rcu i t , o r s t a t ion , o r d i s t r i c t . 

4. T h o s e w h o l a b o r succes s fu l ly i n a b a n d 
for o n e year , m a y b e l i censed b y t h e q u a r t e r l y 
confe rence f rom y e a r to year , a s b a n d work
e r s . . ' ,' •. 

SECTION x v i n . 

EXAMINATION OF THOSE WHO THINK THEY ARE 
MOVED BY THE HOLY GHOST TO PREACH. 

Tl 157. 1. T h e fo l lowing q u e s t i o n s s h a l l be 
asked, n a m e l y : Do t h e y k n o w God a s a pa r 
d o n i n g God ? H a v e t h e y t h e love of God ab id
i n g i n t h e m ? Do t h e y de s i r e n o t h i n g b u t 
God? A n d a r e t h e y h o l y i n a l l m a n n e r of con
ve r sa t ion? 

2. H a v e t h e y g i f t s a s wel l a s g r a c e for t he 
work? H a v e t h e y in s o m e t o l e r a b l e d e g r e e a 
clear , s o u n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g , ia r i g h t j u d g m e n t 
in t h e t h i n g s of God, a n d a j u s t c o n c e p t i o n of 
s a l v a t i o n b y fa i th ? H a s God g i v e n t h e m a n y 
d e g r e e of u t t e r a n c e ? Do t h e y s p e a k j u s t l y , 
r ead i ly , c l ea r ly? 

3. H a v e t h e y f ru i t? A r e a n y t r u l y con
v inced of s in , a n d conve r t ed to God b y t he i r 
p r e a c h i n g ? 
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As l o n g as these marks concur in anyone, 
we believe he is called of God to preach. 
These we receive as sufficient proof tha t he is 
moved by the Holy Ghost. 

SECTION XIX. 

CLASS LEADERS. 

Tf 158. Class leaders shal l be elected in the 
las t quar te r of the conference year. 

For manner of electing see IJ 125. 

Tf 159- Each leader should carefully inqui re 
how each soul of h i s class prospers : not only 
how each observes the outward rules , b u t 
how he g rows in the knowledge and love of 
God. 

Tf 1 ^ ' ^ 1 ^ ^ leaders should converse with those 
who have the charge of their c i rcui t s 

Tf 161. I m p r o p e r leaders should be changed 
by a new election. 

Tf 162. The leaders should frequently meet 
each other 's classes. 

Tf 163. Observe which leaders are the most 
useful; and have these meet the other classes 
as often as possible. 

Tf 164. See tha t all the leaders are persons 
not only of sound judgment , bu t t ru ly devoted 
to God. 
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SECTION XX. 

m 

STEWARDS. 

Tf 165. The stewards should be persons of 
solid piety, who both know and love the Free 
Methodist doctrine and discipline, and of 
good natural and acquired abilities to transact 
temporal business. 

Tf 166. The number of stewards in each cir
cuit shall not be less than three, nor more than 
nine. 

Tf 167. Stewards shall be elected b y t h e an
nual circuit meeting, by ballot. 

Tf 1^- The duties of stewards are: 1. To take 
an exact account of all the money or other 
provisions collected for the support of minis
ters in the circuit. 2. To make accurate re
turns of every expenditure of money, whether 
to the preachers, the sick, or the poor. 3. To 
seek the needy "and distressed in order to re
lieve and comfort them. 4. To inform the 
preachers of any sick or disorderly persons. 
5. To tell the preachers what they think 
wrong in them. 6. To attend the quarterly 
meetings of their circuit. 7. To give advice, 
if asked, in p lanning the circuit. 8. To attend 
committees for the application of money to 
churches. 9. To give counsel in matters of ar
bitration. 10. To provide elements for the 

i'ii 
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Lord's supper. 11. To write circular letters to 
the societies in the circuit to be more liberal 
if need be; as also to let them know, when oc
casion requires, the state of the temporal con
cerns of the circuit at the last quarterly meet
ing. 

See index, title Stewards. 



CHAPTER IX. ll'f 

MEANS OF GRACE. 

SECTION I. 

PUBLIC WORSHIP. 

Tf 169. For the establishment of uniformity 
in i>ublic worship among us on the Lord's 
day: 1. The morning service shall consist of 
singing, prayer, the reading of a chapter 
of the Old Testament, and another of the 
New, and preaching. 2. The afternoon service 
shall consist of singing, prayer, the reading 
of one or two chapters of the Bible, and preach-

' ing. 3. The evening service shall consist of 
singing, prayer and preaching. 4. But on 
the days of administering the Lord's supper, 
the two chapters in the morning service may 
be omitted. 5. In administering' the ordi
nances, and in the burial of the dead, we rec
ommend that the form of the Discipline be 
used. We advise that the Lord's prayer also 
be used on occasions of public worship in con
cluding the first prayer, and the apostolic ben
ediction in dismissing the congregation. 
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6. The classes shall meet, wherever practi
cable, on the Sabbath day. 

The preachers should join as one man and 
enlarge on the impropriety of irreverent and 
secular conversation before and after service, ^ 
and strongly exhort those who are concerned, 
to do it no more. If the people assemble be
fore the hour of service or remain after it, let 
the time be improved in singing, prayer and 
testimony. 

SECTION II . 

SINGING. 

Tf 170. We should guard against formality 
in singing. Therefore, 

1. Choose such hymns as are proper for 
the occasion, and do not sing too much at 
once. Seldom more than four or five verses. 
2. Have the tune suited to the sentiment, and 
do not suffer the people to sing too slow. 3. 
In every society let due attention be given to 
the cultivation of sacred music. 4. If you 
cannot, yourself, sing, let one or two be chosen 
in each society to lead the singing. 5. As 
singing is a par t of divine worship, in which 
all ought to unite, therefore exho.rt every per
son in the congregation to sing, riot one in ten 
only. 6. In no case let there be instrumental 
music or choir s inging in our public worship. 
In all cases let the Free Methodist Hymn Book, 
be used in the regular services. 
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SECTION III . 

LOVE-FEASTS. 

Tf 171. A love-feast shall be held on each 
circuit at least once in three months. 

No person not a member of our church shall 
be admitted to our love-feasts without the con
sent of the preacher having charge of the 
same. 

SECTION IV. 

CLASS MEETINGS. 

Tf 172. The chapter on general rules says of 
those who compose our societies. That it may 
the more easily be discerned whether they are 
indeed working out their own salvation, each 
society is divided into smaller companies, 
called classes, according to their respective 
places of abode. There are about twelve per
sons in a class, one of whom is styled the 
leader. I t is his duty, 

1. To see each person in his class once a 
week at least; in order, (1) To inquire how 
their souls prosper. (2) To advise, reprove, 
comfort, or exhort, as occasion may require. 
(3) To receive what they are willing to give 
toward the relief of the preacher, church and 
poor. 2. To meet the ministers and the stew
ards of the circuit in order, (1) To inform the 
minister of any that are sick, or of any that 
walk disorderly, and will not be reproved. (2) 
To pay the stewards what they have received of 
their several classes dur ing the week. 

I 
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Tl 173. There shall be a general class meeting 
held in each society the first Sabbath in every 
month. 

Tt 174. When any member of our church wil
fully and repeatedly neglects to meet his class, 
the preacher in charge, his assistant, or the 
leader should visit him, whenever it is practi
cable, and explain to him the consequences, if 
he continues to neglect, namely, censure, sus
pension, and finally, expulsion. 

If he does not amend he should be brought 
to trial for neglect of duty. 

See index , title. Classes. 

SECTION V. 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS, AND THE RELIGIOUS IN
STRUCTION OF CHILDREN. 

I 

Tt 175. For thei moral and religious instruc
tion of the children it shall be the special duty 
of preachers having charge" of circuits, with 
the aid of the other preachers, to form Sunday 
schools in all our congregations where ten 
children can be collected for that purpose, and 
to engage the co-operation of as many of our 
members as they can; to visit the schools as 
often as practicable; to preach on the subject 
of Sunday schools and religious instruction in 
each congregation at least once in six months; 
and to form Bible classes wherever they can 
for the instruction of larger children and 
youth, and where they cannot superintend 
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them personal ly , to see t ha t su i tab le teachers 
are provided for t h a t purpose . I t shal l be the 
duty of pas tors in c h a r g e of c i rcui ts to estab
lish and mainta in miss ion Sunday schools 
wherever there i s a n open ing , and in such 
schools members of o u r c h u r c h shal l be em
ployed as officers a n d teachers a s far as prac
ticable. 

Tf 176. I t sha l l be t he du ty of p reachers to 
enforce faithfully u p o n p a r e n t s and Sunday 
school teachers the g rea t impor tance of in
s t ruc t ing chi ldren in the doct r ines and dut ies 
of our holy re l igion; to p reach to the children, 
and publ ic ly catechise t hem in the Sunday 
schools, and at special mee t ings appointed for 
tha t purpose . 

Tf 177. I t shal l be the d u t y of every p reacher 
in his pastoral vis i ts to p a y special a t tent ion 
to the children, speak ing to t hem persona l ly 
and kindly upon the subject of experimental 
and pract ical godl iness , accord ing to the i r 
capacity, p ray earnes t ly for them, a n d dili
gent ly inst ruct and exhor t all pa ren t s to dedi
cate their chi ldren to t he Lord, in bap t i sm, as 
early as convenient. 

Tfl78. Each preacher in cha rge shal l lay be
fore the quar te r ly conference, to be entered on 
its journal , the n u m b e r atid s ta te of the Sun
d a y schools a n d Bible c lasses in h i s charge , 
and the extent to which h e h a s preached to the 

• | 
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c h i l ^ e n and catechised them, and niake the 
req t i i rbdrepor t on Sunday schools to h i s an
nua l conference. 

Tf 179. The super in tendent of the Sunday 
school sha l l be elected by a society meet ing. 
The preacher in charge may nominate . 



CHAPTER X. 

SUPPORT AND SUPPLIES. 

Iiil* 

THE ALLOWANCE TO THE PREACHERS, AND TO 
THEIR WIDOWS AND CHILDREN. 

Tf 180. The allowance for the superannuated 
preachers shall be five dollars a year for the 
first ten of effective service after having been 
received into the conference on trial or other
wise, and ten dollars a year for the next ten 
years, making one hundred and fifty dollars 
the full claim. 

Tf 181. The above provisions shall apply to 
the widows of traveling and superannuated 
preachers, as long as they remain members of 
the Free Methodist church. 

Tf 182. On the death of a preacher, leaving ji 
child or children without so much of worldly 
goods as shall be necessary to his, her, or 
their support, tlie annual conference of which 
he was a member shall estima'te, according to 
provision of chapter xii, a yearly suni for the 
subsistence of such orphan child or children, 
until he^ she, or they, shall have arrived at 
fourteen years of age. The amount of which 
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yearly sum shall be fixed by a committee of 
the conference at each session in advance. 
This sum shall in no case exceed thirty-six 
dollars for each child. 

Tf 183. Each annual conference may order 
collections for necessitous cases amongst 
its claimants; and the money so collected shall 
be divided by the annual conference, as in the 
exercise of its discretion the necessities of 
each case m a y demand. 

Tf 184. I t shall be the duty of a committee 
appointed by the official board, who shall be 
members of our church, to make, after con-
suit ing with the preacher in charge, an esti
mate of the amount necessary for the support 
of the preacher or preachers stationed with 
them; which estimate shall be subject to the 
action of the official board. 

The stewards shall provide by such means 
as they may devise to meet such expenses, in 
money, or otherwise. 

Tf 185. Every class-leader should, at the com
mencement of the year, ascertain how much 
each member of his class is able and willing 
to pay, per week, for the support ofthe preach
ers, and note the same in his class-book, and 
diligently see to it that the collections are 
made weekly, duly credited, and i:>aid over to 
the steward for the benefit of the preachers. 

% TI 186. The stewards should circulate among 
our friends, a subscription payable qiuirterly 

± A 
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to supply the deficiency in the preacher 's al
lowance; and if there shall be any surplus 
aris ing from the class collections and the 
quarterly subscriptions, it shall be appropri-
ated for the support of missions, unless other
wise ordered by the official board. 

See index, title, Support. 



CHAPTER"^ XI. 

MISSIONS. 

Tf 187. The general missionary board shall 
be composed of the general superintendents, 
a member from each of the general conference 
missionary districts, and a secretary and treas
urer, to be elected by the general conference, 
by ballot. The board shall elect a president 
from their own number. 

Tf 188 This board shall continue in office un
til the next session of the general conference, 
and unti l others shall be elected in their place. 
The board shall have charge of all the general 
arid foreignmissions ofthe church established 
by the board. 

Tf 189. If from any cause any member of this 
board shall cease to be a inember of the Free 
Methodist church, h is place upon the board 
shall be declared vacant. Vacancies shall be 
filled by the board from the districts where 
the vacancy occurs, excepting the offices of 
the (Secretary and treasurer, which vacancies 
shall be filled by the executive committee. 
There shall be an annual meet ing of the board 
held at such time and place as the board may 
elect. 
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Tf 190- The officers of the board shall be a 
president, secretary, treasurer, and five direct
ors consisting of the three foregoing oificers 
and two to be elected by ballot by the board 
from its own number. 

It shall be the duty of the directors to per
form the executive work of the board, to accept 
and appoint missionaries to their respective 
fields, to order the expenditure of funds upon 
each field, to make appropriations from the 
contingent fund to meet exigencies as they 
may arise from time to time, and to perform 
the duties of the board in the interim of the 
annual meetings of the same, and such other 
work as is contemplated in the articles of in
corporation. 

Tf 191' The secretary of the general mission
ary board shall keep all the records of 
board; receive and answer all corresponden| 
relative to the missionary work of the churcl 
and pay over to the treasurer of the board all 
moneys received by him, taking his receipt for 
the same. He shall also have charge of the 
missionary interests of the church, subject to 
the orders and under the directors of the 
board. 

Tf 192. The treasurer shall receive all moneys 
accruing to foreign and general missions, by 
collections, donations, bequests, or otherwise, 
giving receipts for the same, and shall pay 
over, upon order of the secretary, whatever 
sums have been appropriated by the board. 
He shall deposit all funds in some national 
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bank, selected by the board, in the name ofthe 
Gene;*al Missionary Board of the Free Method
ist Church of North America, to be drawn only 
upon the order of the treasurer and secretary. 

Tf 193. The president of the board shall, with 
the consent of a majority of its members, make 
a general call from time to time, for a special 
collection, to provide funds for any contin-
g"ency that may arise in the mission fields. 

Tf 194. It shall be the duty of the board to 
take charge of all moneys raised for general 
and foreign missionary work, and appropriate 
the same to the extension and support of the 
general and foreign mission work, provided 
they shall appropriate all moneys to the pur
pose for which they were contributed. 

Titles to land purchased for missions in 
foreign lands shall be in the name of the 
General Missionary Board of the Free Method
ist Church of North America, and deeded to 
trustees elected by the general missionary 
board, the tenure of whose office shall be sub-

said board. 

Tf 195. The missionary board shall publish 
in the official organ of the church, quarterly 
reports of all receipts, and make full reports to 
each annual conference, of receipts for the 
preceding year; and to the general conference 
at their respective sessions of all moneys re
ceived and disbursed by them, and of the re
sults of such appropriations as far as can be 
ascertained. 
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Tf 106. I t shall be the duty of each preacher 
in charge of a circuit to hold one o r m o r e mis
sionary meetings on his circuit dur ing the 
year, and take a collection and circulate a sub
scription for the support of foreign missions. 

Tf 197. It shall be the duty of each preacher 
in charge of a circuit to raise for general mis
sions, by public collection or otherwise, a sum 
not less than fifteen cents per annum, for each 
member in full connection, to be forwarded 
to the treasurer of the general missionary 
board. 

Tf 198. Each annual conference may organ
ize a conference missionary society, which 
shall have charge of all missions within its 
bounds. I t shall ha\ie power to employ mis
sionaries to labor within its bounds, who, with 
the concurrence of the president and district 
elders, shal lbe authorized to establish new so
cieties where the interests of the cause of God 
require, provided t h a t i t makes provision and 
be responsible for the support of all the mis
sionaries which it employs. 

Tf 199. Each annual conference may, from 
time to time, by vote, appropriate of its mis
sion funds such sums to the general mission
ary board as in its judgment may be deemed 
proper. Each annual conference may, by such 
means as it shall judge best, raise funds for 
the support of missions within its bounds. 

The various annual conferences shall be 
grouped in general conference missionary dis
tricts as follows: 
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District No. 1—Genesee, and Canada. No. 2— 
Susquehanna, New York, and Pittsburg. No. 
3 -East Michigan, North Michigan, and Wis
consin^ No. 4—Illinois, Michigan, and Ohio. 
No. 5—Central Illinois, Wabash, West Iowa, 
and Missouri. No. 6—Iowa, Minnesota and 
Northern Iowa, North Minnesota, and South 
Dakota. No. 7—Kansas, West Kansas, Texas, 
Louisiana, Colorado, California, Southern Cal
ifornia, and Oregon and Washington. 

Members of the board: for district No. 1, B. 
Winget; district No. 2, C. O. Schantz; district 
No. 3, A. C. Marshall; district No. 4, J. D. 
Marsh; district No. 5, F. H. Ashcraft; district 
No. 6, John Burg; district No. 7, E. Leonard-
son. J. G. Terrill, secretary; S. K. J. Chesbro, 
treasurer. 



CHAPTER XIL 

BOARD OF CONFERENCE CLAIMANTS. 
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Tf 200. The Imissionary board shall consti
tute a board of conference claimants. 
[̂  Tf 201. The funds of this society shall be 
known as the conference claimants' fund, and 
shall consist of collections by the annual con
ferences for such claimants. 

Tf 202. The claimants upon this fund shall 
be , superannuated preachers, missionaries 
to foreign lands, and the widows and children 
of deceased preachers and missionaries to for
eign lands; and no claimant shall receive an
nually from said fund an amount greater than 
the regular disciplinary allowance. 

Tf 203. In the case of superannuated mis
sionaries who have served in foreign lands 
the amount allowed shall be fixed by the mis
sionary board. 

Tf 204. I t shall be the duty of the board to 
estimate the amount necessary for the support 
of all the claimants and to apportion the same 
pro rata upon the entire membership of the 
church to be raised by conference collections. 
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Tf 205. I t shal l be the du ty of the board to 
make a division of i ts funds based upon the 
n u m b e r of c la imants , arid no t to exceed their 
r egu la r d isc ipl inary allowance, and to for
ward the same to the genera l superintendent 
p res id ing a t each annua l conference, which 
shal l divide it according to the appropriat ion 
of said conference. 

Tf 206. The board sha l l make a report of all 
i ts do ings to the genera l conference. 

Tf 207. A n y a n n u a l conference deficient in 
i ts collection shal l have the amoun t of its 
deficiency deducted from the amount of its 
appropr ia t ion by the board. 

j 
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CHAPTER XIII . 

THE CHURCH EXTENSION BOARD. 

Tf 208. The missionary board shall consti 
tute a church extension board. 

Tf 209. The object of this board shall be to 
aid needy churches or societies by donations 
or loans for the erection of churches. 

Tf 210. Each annual conference shall ap-. 
point a board of five members which shall 
constitute a conference church extension and 
aid society, the officers of which shall be a 
president, secretary and treasurer. 

f 211. The conference church extension and 
aid society shall be auxiliary to the general 
society, and shall, under its direction, have 
charge of all the work of the church extension 
and aid society within its bounds. 

Tl 212. The treasurer of the conference board 
shall, at least once in three months, remit all 
funds in his hands to the treasurer of the gen
eral board. 

Tf 213. I t shall be the duty of the conference 
board to arrange for a collection to be taken 
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at each appointment on every circuit, for 
church extension, to be forwarded to the treas
urer of the church extension board. ' 

Tf 214. All applications for aid shall be 
made in accordance with blank forms fur
nished by the general bo*^rd, and shall set 
forth: 

(1.) The number of members of the Free 
Methodist society, and the size of the congre
gation. 

(2.) The fact that the board of trustees is 
legally incorporated. 

(3.) The size and valuation of the site, the 
validity of the title, and whether deeded to the 
Free Methodist church. 

(4.) A description of the building for which 
aid is asked. n 

(5.) The estimated cost. 
(6.) The amount of available and reliable 

means secured. 
(7.) Any other information that the general 

society may require. 
Tf 215. All such applications for aid shall be 

first submitted to the conference board, and 
said board shall certify its action thereon to 
the general board; and aid shall be granted 
only by the concurrent action of the general 
board and the conference board. 

Tt 216. The conference board shall make a 
full report of its work to the conference at its 
arinual session. 
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f 217. The church extension board shal l 
pub l i sh in the official paper of the c h u r c h an 
annua l repor t of its work, and alsd submi t a 
full repor t quadrennia l ly to the general con
ference. 

'5 

I; 

1̂  



CHAPTER XIV. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

Tf 218. In order to promote the educational 
work of the church there shall be a board 
known as the board of education of the Free 
Methodist church of North America. 

Tf 219. This board shall be composed of the 
general superintendents and one minister and 

^ one layman from each of the missionary dis
tricts into which the annual conferences are 
distributed. 

Tf 220. The board shall be incorporated un
der the laws of the state of Illinois, with its 
headquarters at the Publishing House in Chi
cago. 

Tt 221. The said board shall manage its own 
affairs, subject to the provisions of its charter 
and the rules and regulations of the general 
conference. 

Tf 222. The board of education shall recog
nize as under the auspices of the Free Method
ist church, and therefore entitled to be men
tioned in its classified list of educational insti
tutions and to receive aid from its connection-
al funds, all those schools of the church which 
are now known to have the approval of the 
conferences in which they are respectively 

^ . • 
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ur schools, to procure such educational train
ing as preparation ^for their wqrk requires; 
provided, that no part of the children's fund 
shall be appropriated to any student except 
such as shall have been a regular scholar in 
some Free Methodist Sunday school for a peri
od of six months or more, and also provided, 
that none of the educational funds shall be 
appropriated to any student except such as 
pursues his studies in some one of the institu
tions recognized as Free Methodist schools. 
The aid shall be granted only^ in the form of 
loans, but the board may cancel such loans, in 
part or in whole, for protracted illness, or for 
five years of actual missionary service. 

Tf 230. The board of education shall publish 
an annual report of all the business transact
ed, including moneys or other property re
ceived, funds invested and funds disbursed. 
Their report shall also include a classified list 
of all the educational institutions under the 
patronage of the Free Methodist church. 

Tf 231. The board of education shall recog
nize as auxiliaries such educational societies 
as may at any time be created by an annual 
conference, provided such societies prosecute 
their work in harmony with the principles and 
methods ofthe board of education. 

Tf 232. The schools now recognized as under 
the auspices of the Free MethodisfchurcT 
divided into two classes—colleges and semina
ries. According to this classification the list 
is as follows: 
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COLLEGES. 

Greenville College. 
SEMINARIES. 

The A. M. Chesbrough Seminary. 
Spr ing Arbor Seminary. 
Evansvil le Seminary. 
Wessington Spr ings Seminary. 
Neosho Rap ids Seminary. 
Seattle Seminary. 

105 



CHAPTER XV. 

CHURCH PROPERTY. 

Tf 233. All our houses of worship must be 
built plain and decent, without steeples, and 
no tmore expensive than is absolutely required 
for comfort, convenience and stabilit^^ and 
with all the seats free. 

Tf 234. No steps shall be taken involving pe
cuniary liability in erecting houses of wor
ship, parsonages, or in purchasing church 
property of any kind until two-thirds of the 
amount necessary to meet the estimated cost 
thereof is secured on good reliable subscrip
tions. 

Tf 235. No houses of worship, parsonages, or 
other church buildings shall be erected on 
leased ground. 

Tf 236. All our houses of worship, parson
ages and church property shall be secured by 
deed. 

Tt 237. Boards of trustees shall report to the 
annual circuit meetings the business of their 
boards dur ing the year. 

Tf 238. If a member of our church holding 
the office of trustee withdraws from the church 
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or is d ismissed by letter, or is expelled, the 
society may declare h is place on the board ojE 
trustees vacant.* A. 

Tf 239. No other denomination shall be per
mitted to have stated apointments in any of 
our churches, without the consent of the 
preacher in charge and the trustees. 

•According to the laws of some states this can not be done. 
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CHAPTE)R XVI. 

CHURCH TRIALS. 

SECTION I. ^ 

Tf 240. The great object of church discipline 
is to reclaim and restore the erring member. 
This should be steadily kept in view in every 
step that is taken. Every effort that love can 
suggest should be made to br ing back to the 
Lord one who, while under our care, has wan
dered from him. 

Tf 241. In all cases of personal trespass, and 
in other cases where the circumstances permit, 
let the duty be lovingly and faithfully per
formed, which our Lord enjoins iu Matthew 
xviii, 15th to 17th verses: " Moreover if thy 
brother shall trespass against thee, go and 
tell him his fault between thee and him alone; 
if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy 
brother. But if he will not hear thee, then 
take with thee one or two more, that in the 
mouth of two or three witnesses every word 
niay be established. And if he sliall neglect 
to hear them, tell it unto the church; bu t if he 
neglect to hear the church, let him be unto 
thee as a heathen man and a publican." 
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Tf 242. If t h e las t d u t y b e c o m e s neccHsary, let 
i t be p e r f o r m e d in t h e fol lowing manne r : 

SECTION I I . 

GENERAL DIRECTIONS. 

Tf 243>- Every crime forbidden in the word of 
God, sufficient to exclude a person from the 
kingdom of grace and glory, shall subject a 
inember to expulsion from the church. 

Tf 244. An accused person shall be entitled 
to the assistance of such counsel as he m a y 
select from the members or ministers of our 
church. 

Tf 245. Both the accused and the accuser 
shall have the r ight of challenge for cause, the 
validity of which shall be determined by the 
presiding officer at the trial. 

Tf 246. In all trials the proceedings shall be 
taken down by a secretary appointed by the 
court; and when an appeal is taken, the case 
shall be decided from the testimony as it ap
pears upon the record. 

Tf 247. In appeal cases, no person shall be 
allowed to sit who has previously voted in the 
decision of the case. 

Tf 248. In all appeal cases the appellant 
shall present the counsel for the church a 
statement in writ ing of the grounds of his ai^-
peal, at least five days before the trial ofthe 
appeal. 

Tl 249. In the trial of appeal cases the court 
shall either affirm or reverse the verdict ren-
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oversight of t h ^ offending brother; and, in 
case of persiarferice after proper admonition 
and labor, toJirial and expulsion. 

Tf 257. A ^ a c c u s e d local preacher shall be 
t r iedj^^me quarterly conference of which he 

>a member; or, at his option, by a committee 
of not less than three nor more than nine, cho
sen for this purpose b y t h e quarterly confer
ence. The district elder shall preside at the 
trial. 

Tf 258. Any preacher against whom a charge 
is brought, shall be furnished by the person 
preferring the charge, or by the presiding offi
cer of the tribunal to which he is judicially 
responsible, with a copy of the charges 
against him, at least ten days before the trial, 
unless all the parties agree upon an earlier 
time for trial. 

Tf 259. If a charge of gross immorality is 
brought against a local preacher in the inter
val of the quarterly conference, the district 
elder shall call a committee of not less than 
three members of the quarterly conference, 
which shall have power to suspend until the 
next session of the quarterly conference, with 
which shall rest the decision of the case. 

Tf 260. A preacher on probation in an annual 
conference shall be accountable for his moral 
and Christian conduct to the quarterly confer
ence of the district within the bounds of which 
he travels. If charges are brought against 
him, he shall be tried the same as a local 
preacher. 

-^^jgjgUgggjIggjgilg, 
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Tt 201. Any local preacher feeling aggrieved 
at the decision of his case, shall be allowed an 
appeal to the ensuing session of the annual 
conference. 

Tf 262. Any traveling preacher who willfully 
neglects or refuses to do the work assigned 
him by his annual conference, except in case 
of sickness or other unavoidable circum
stances, shall be brought, by the district elder, 
or the superintendent, before a committee of 
three ministers and three laymen, which shall 
have power to suspend him from all the func
tions of a preacher, until the ensuing session 
of the annual conference, with which the final 
determination of the case shall rest, and which 
shall have power to render the suspension 
final. 

Tf 263. If a charge of immorality or of un
christian concfuct is brought against a travel
ing preacher in the interval of the annual con 
ference, the district elder shall call a com
mittee of not less than three or more than six 
traveling preachers, and an equal number of 
laymen, who were members of the last annual 
conference, which shall have power to suspend 
until the next session of the annual confer
ence, with which shall rest the decision of the 
case. 

Tt 264. But if the accused be a district elder, 
then three of the preachers of his district shall 
call in the district elder of an adjoining dis
trict, who shall call the accused before a com
mittee as above provided, and preside. 
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Tf 265. Each annual conference shall have 
original jurisdiction over all the preachers be
longing thereto, and shall have power to re
prove, suspend, locate for/fnefficiency or want 
of usefulness, or expel according to the nature 
of the case, and as righteousness may require. 

Tf 266. All cases brought before an annual 
conference, either by complaint or by appeal, 
may be referred to a committee of not less than 
four from each branch, which, in the presence 
of the president of the conference, or an elder 
whom he may appoint (provided tha t neither 
party objects to the person so appointed) shall, 
either dur ing its session or after its adjourn
ment, try the case and decide upon its merits, 
and its decision shall have the same effect as 
that of the annual conference. 

Tf 267. In all cases of trial and conviction of 
traveling preachers, an appeal to the ensuing 
general conference or court of appeals, as the 
appellant may choose, shall be allowed, if the 
condemned person signifies his intention to ap
peal, at the time of condemnation, or at any 
time thereafter when he is informed thereof. 

Tf 268. All cases brought before the general 
conference by appeal, may, with the consent of 
both parties, be referred to a committee of not 
less than sixniinisterial and six lay delegates, 
which, in the presence of one of the superinten
dents, shall hear the case, and decide upon its 
meri ts ; and its decision shall have the same 
effect as that of the general conference. 
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SECTION V. 

FORMS OF PROCEDURE. 

I.—FORM F O R A BILL OF CHARGES. 

Tt 269. 1. Charge . (Name the offense.) 
2. Specifications. (Name the acts , t imes, 

and places.) 
II.—ORDER. 

ORDER TO BE OBSERVED IN CONDUCTING 
CHURCH TRIALS. 

Tf 270. 1. Devotional exercises, 
2. R e a d i n g of the action of the society meet

ing or conference by which the commit tee to 
try the case was appointed, and the n a m e s of 
the commit tee. 

3. The appo in tmen t of a secretary. 
4. Read ing the cha rges and specifications 

by the secretary. 
5. Answer b y the accused in person or b y 

counsel . 
6. Sta tement of the case, and l ine of evidence 

by the prosecut ion . 
7. Evidence of the prosecution, and cross-

examinat ion b y the defense. 
8. Statement of the case and line of defense, 

by the defense. 
9. Evidence for the defense, and cross-ex

aminat ion by the prosecut ion. 
10. R e b u t t i n g evidence for t h e prosecution. 
11. R e b u t t i n g evidence for the defense. 
12. S u m m i n g u p the case b y the prosecu

tion. 
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Tf 265. Each annual conference shall have 
original jurisdiction over all the preachers be-
long-ing thereto, and shall have power to re
prove, suspend, locate for inefficiency or want 
of usefulness, or expel according to the nature 
of the case, and as righteousness may require. 

Tf 266. All cases brought before an annual 
conference, either by complaint or by appeal, 
iriay be referred to a committee of not less than 
four from each branch, which, in the presence 
of the president of the conference, or an elder 
whom he may appoint (provided tha t neither 
party objects to the person so appointed) shall, 
either dur ing i ts session or after its adjourn
ment, try the case and decide upon its merits, 
and its decision shall have the same effect as 
that of the annua l conference. 

Tf 267. In all cases of trial and conviction of 
traveling preachers, an appeal to the ensuing 
general conference or court of appeals, as the 
appellant rnay choose, shall be allowed, if the 
condemned person signifies his intention to ap
peal, at the time of condemnation, or at any 
time thereafter when he is informed thereof. 

Tf 268. All cases brought before the general 
conference by appeal, may, with the consent of 
both parties, be referred to a committee of not 
less than sixministerial and six lay delegates, 
which, in the presence of one ofthe superinten
dents, shall hear the case, and decide upon its 
merits; and its decision shall have the same 
effect as that of the general conference. 
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\ SECTION V. .̂ ^̂ ŷ̂  

FORMS o f PROCEDURE. 

I.—FORM FOR A BILL OF CHARGES. 

Tf269. 1. Charge. (Name the offense.) 
2. Specifications; (Name the acts, times, 

and places.) 
II.—ORDER. 

ORDER TO BE OBSERVED IN CONDUCTING 
CHURCH TRIALS. 

Tt 270. 1. Devotional exercises. 
2. Reading of the action of the society meet

ing or conference by which the committee to 
try the case was appointed, and the names of 
the committee. 

3. The appointment of a secretary. 
4. Reading the charges and specifications 

by the secretary. 
5. Answer by the accused in person or by 

counsel. 
6. Statement of the case, and line of evidence 

by the prosecution. 
7. Evidence of the prosecution, and cross-

examination by the defense. 
8. Statement of the case and l ine of defense, 

by the defense. 
9. Evidence for the defense, and cross-ex

amination by the prosecution. 
10. Rebut t ing evidence for the prosecution. 
11. Rebut t ing evidence for the defense, 
12. Summing u p the case by the prosecu

tion. 
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13. S u m m i n g u p t he case b y t h e defense . 
14. I n ea^se i t be d e e m e d p r o p e r to a l low the 

prosecut ionrbs^reply , t h e defense s h a l l a l so b^ 
p e r m i t t e d to rep%^2^^ 

'̂ '̂ "̂̂  15. T h e verdict?''*"'''"^ 

SECTION VI. 

INSOLVENCIES, AND THE SETTLEMENT OF DIS
PUTES. 

Tf271. I n case of d i s p u t e s be tween two o r m o r e 
m e m b e r s of o u r c h u r c h , c o n c e r n i n g t h e p a y 
m e n t of deb t s , o r o t h e r m a t t e r s , w h i c h c a n n o t 
be se t t led b y t h e p a r t i e s conce rned , t h e p r e a c h 
er w h o h a s c h a r g e of t h e c i r cu i t Shal l i n q u i r e 
i n to t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s of t h e case ; a n d s h a l l 
r e c o m m e n d to t h e c o n t e n d i n g p a r t i e s a refer
ence, c o n s i s t i n g of o n e a rb i t e r c h o s e n b y t h e 
plaintiff, a n d a n o t h e r c h o s e n b y t h e de fendan t ; 
w h i c h two a r b i t e r s so c h o s e n s h a l l n o m i n a t e 
a t h i r d ; t h e t h r ee a r b i t e r s b e i n g m e m b e r s of 
o u r c h u r c h . 

Tf 272. B u t if one of t h e s e p a r t i e s b e d i s s a t i s 
fied w i t h t h e j u d g m e n t g iven , s u c h p a r t i e s 
m a y a p p l y to the e n s u i n g q u a r t e r l y confer
ence for a l l owance to l i a v e a s e c o n d a r b i t r a 
t i o n a p p o i n t e d ; a n d \ j f t h e q u a r t e r l y confer
ence see sufficient r ea son , t h e y s h a l l g r a n t a 
s econd a r b i t r a t i o n , in w h i c h ca se e a c h p a r t y 
s h a l l c h o o s e t w o a r b i t e r s , a n d t h e four a r b i t e r s 
s h a l l c h o o s e a fifth, t h e j u d g m e n t of t h e ma
jo r i t y of w h o m s h a l l b e final; a n d a n y p e r s o n 
r e f u s i n g to ab ide b y s u c h j u d g m e n t s h a l l b e 
e x c l u d e d f rom t h e c h u r c h . 

± 4 L . . \—\ \ ,r^.^,-?«>.• 
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Tt-73. And if any member of our church 
sluill refuse, in case of debt or other disputes, 

^-^^'"'^'"'l^'e-Cei-t'^i^matter to arbitration, when recom
mended by h im who has charge of the ^ircuit, 
or shall enter into a lawsuit with anotlier be
fore such measures aire taken, he s l \ ^ be ex
pelled, unless the case be of such a nature as 
to require or justify a process of law. 

Tt 274. Whenever a complaint is made 
against any member of our church for non
payment of debt, when the accounts are ad
justed, and the amount is ascertained, tlie 
preacher in charge of the circuit shall call the 
debtor before a committee of at least three, to 
show the cause why he does not make pay
ment. The committee shal l determine what 
further time shall be granted h im for pay
ment; and in case the debtor refuses to comply 
he shall be expelled; bu t in such c^se he may 
appeal to the quarterly conference, and their 
decision shal lbe final. And in case the credit
or complains that justice is not done him, he 
may lay his grievance before the quarterly 
conference, and their decision shall be final; 
and if the creditor refuses to comply he shall 
be expelled. 

Tl 275. The preachers who have the oversight 
of circuits are required to execute our rules 
fully and strenuously against frauds, aiul par 
ticularly against dishonest insolvencies, suffer
ing none to remain in our church, on any ac
count, who are guilty of fraud. 

•^idMaiiiiiialaia 
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Tf 276. TB^^ven t scandal, when any member 
of our Church shall fail in business, or contract 
debts which he is not able to pay, two 
three judicious members of the churchfshs 
inspect the accounts, contracts, andycircum-
stances of the case of the supposed delinquent; 
and if he has behaved dishonestly, or borrowed 
money withotit a probability of paying, he 
shall be expelled. , 

See index, title, Trials. 
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THE RITUAL 

"N 

SKCTIOH L 

BAPTIS1!!L 

f 277, Adu l t persona a n d the p a r e n t s of 
each child to be baptized, sha l l h a v e t he choice 
either of immersioru spr ink l ing , oij- p o u r i n g . 

Tt 278* We will on no account whatever, make 
a charge for admin i s t e r ing bap t i sm, c r for 
burying the dead. 

SECTION EL 

BAPTISM OF OCFAJJCTS. 
Tl 279. 

[The minister coming to the font, ^hieh ia to !-*« filled wHii pvir« 
water, shall ase the folkiwrii^ ) 

Dearly beloved, foraamuch an our B;ivi. r, 
Chr is t aaith. Suffer little c h M r e n to COUM' un(o 
me, and forbid them not, for of Burb iw |hc» 
k ingdom of heaven; and an thf- holy ;ipoHU*» Hi. 
Peter, declares that , " T h e prorni^*' m u ido you 
and to your children," th<̂ :Tf Jorf tliiM ( hUd htm 
been b r o u g h t h i the r th?jt//y rh;iy h< i tMiMrrm 
ted by th is solemn ordinan(;<j to th*' R<Hvii:i» ol 
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h i s Creator, and that he may receive the sign 
and seal of the? covenant of grace into which 
God is mercifully pleased to enter with all his 
children; 

I beseech yota to call upon God the Father, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, that of his 
bounteous mercy he will grant unto th is child^ 
that iie being made partaker of the divine na
ture may grow up into Christ our living head, 
in all things, t i l l ^ e comes in the uni ty of the 
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ; and 
unto these p a r e n t s the needed grace that 
they may properly discharge all the duties 
they owe to th is child which God has given 
them. 

[Then.shall the minister say,I 

Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, the aid of all 

who need, the helper of all who flee to thee for 
succor, the coyenant-keeping God, we thank 
thee that thou hast made it our privilege to 
dedicate our children to thy service, that they 
may live to thy glory, and gain everlasting life. 
We call upon thee for th i s chi ld that h e m a y 
be delivered from the powor of sin and Satan, 
and be sanctified by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, and enjoy the everlasting benediction of 
thy heavenly washing. We pray thee for these 
parents, that they tURy realize how great is the 
responsibility resting upon thein touching the 
proper training of those entrusted t^ ^iiei^ care; 



Sec. 2.) BAPTIjSM. 121 

we beseech thee to grant unto thezn the aid of 
thy Holy Spirit, that both by precept arid ex
ample they may so lead this chi ld in the nar-
r € ^ way of life, that both p a r e n t and chi ld 
may come to the everlasting kingdom, which 
thou has t promised by Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

[Then shall the people stand up, and the minister shall say,] 
Hear the words of the gospel written by St. 

Mark, in the tenth chapter commencing with 
the thirteenth verse: 

They brought young children to Christ, that 
he should touch them. And his disciples re
buked those that brought them; but when 
Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and 
said unto them, Suffer little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is 
the kingdom of God, Verily I say unto you. 
Whosoever shall riot receive the kingdom of 
God as a little child, he cannot enter therein. 
And he took them up in his arms, put his 
hands upon them and blessed them. 

Tf 280. 
[Then shall the minister demand of the parents severally, as 

lollows-.l 

Ques. Dost thou, in the presence of God, 
and of these witnesses, solemnly dedicate th is 
chi ld to the Lord, that he may live in his serv
ice all liis days? 

Ans. I do. 
Ques. Dost thou, so far as thou canst, in 

ill's behalf, renounce the devil and all his 
works, the vain pomp and glory of the world. 
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with all covetous desires of the same, and the 
sinful desires of the flesh, so that, in the train
ing of this child thou wilt not follow nor be led 
by them; and so that, as far as in thee lies, thou 
wilt prevent iz/zM from following the same? 

Ans, I do. 
Ques, Dost thou believe in the holy script

ures of the Old and New Testaments? 
Ans, I do. 
Ques, Wilt thou, out of the same, diligently 

teach this child the statutes and command
ments of the Most High; and wilt thou train 
h i m up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord? 

Ans, I will. 

f 28L 
[Then the minister shall take the child into his hands and say 

to the friends of the child:} 

Name this child. 
[And then, naming it after them, he shall sprinkle or pour 

water upon it, or if desired, immerse it in water, saying:] 

N., I baptize thee in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen, 

[Then he shall say, all kneeling:] 

Our Fa the r which ar t in heaven, hal lowed be 
thy name; thy k ingdom come; t h y will be 
done, in ear th as it is in heaven; give u s t h i s 
day our dai ly bread, and forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors ; and lead u s no t in
to temptat ion, b u t deliver u s from evil. A m e n . 

[Then sha,ll the minister conclude with extemporary prayer.] 
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SECTION III . 

BAPTISM OF ADULTS. 

Tl 282. Dearly beloved, since all men are by 
nature sinners, and have nothing in them
selves by which they can be delivered from 
the guilt and pollution of sin, and attain to 
that holiness without which no man can see 
the Lord, we invite you to join with us in fer
vent prayer for these persons, that t h e r may 
have grace always to keep their covenant with 
God, and that ^iiej-may continually en]oy the 
washing of regeneration, and the renewing oi 
the Holy Ghost. 

[Then shall the minister say,] 
Almighty and immortal God, the aid of all 

that need, the helper of all that flee to thee for 
succor, the life of them that believe, and the 
resurrection of the dead: we call upon thee tor 
these p e r s o n s ; that they, coming to thy holy 
baptism, may receive the inward baptism of 
the Holy Ghost. Receive them, O Lord as 
thou hast promised by thy well-beloved Son, 
saying. Ask, and ye shall receive; seek, and ye 
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you; so give now unto us that ask; let us that 

^ seek, find; open the gate unto us that knock; 
that these persons may enjoy the everlastmg 
benediction of thy heavenly washing, and may 
come to the eternal kingdom which thou hast 
promised by Christ our Lord. Amen, 
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[Then shall the people stand up, and the minister shall say.J 

Hear the'words of the gospel written by St. 
John, in the third chapter. 

Verily, verily, I say unto thee. Except a man 
be born of water, and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God. That which is 
born of the ffesh is flesh; and that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I 
say unto thee, Ye must be born again. The 
wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest 
the sound thereof, but thou canst not tell 
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth; so is 
every one that is born of the Spirit. 

[Then the minister shall speak tb the person to be baptized in 
this wise :] . 

Well beloved, who are come hither, desiring 
to receive holy baptism, jre have heard how 
the congregation hath prayed that our Lord 
Jesus Christ would vouchsafe to receive you, 
and bless you, to give you the kingdom of 
heaven, and everlasting life. And our Lord 
Jesus Christ hath promised, in his holy word, 
tp grant all those things that we have prayed 
for: which promise he for his par t will most 
surely keep and perform. 

Wherefore, after this promise made by 
Christ, you must also faithfully for 3^our part, 
promise, in the presence of this whole congre
gation, that you will renounce the devil and 
all his works, and constantly believe God's 
holy word, and obediently keep his command
ments, 
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[Then shall the minister demand of each of the persons to be 
baptiS:ed severally: ] 

Tf283. Ques. Dost thou renounce the devil and 
all his works, the vain pomp and glory of the 
world, with all covetous desires of the same, 
and the carnal desires of the flesh, so that thou 
wilt not follow nor be led by them? 

Ans. I renounce them all. 

Ques. Dost thou believe in God, the Father 
Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth? and in 
Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord? 
and that he was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary? that he suffered un
der Pont ius Pilate, was crucified, dead and 
buried; that he arose again on the third day; 
that he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at 
the r ight hand of God, the Father Almighty, and 
flom thence shall come again, at the end of the 
world, to Judge the quick and the dead? 

And dost thou believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the communion of saints; the remission of 
sins; the resurrection of the body, and ever
lasting life after death ? 

Ans, All this I steadfastly believe. 

Ques. Wilt thou be baptized in this faith? 
Ans. This is my desire. 
Ques, Wilt thou obediently keep God's holy 

will and commandments, and walk in the same 
all the days of thy life? 

Ans.^ 1 will endeavor so to do, God being my 
helper, 
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[Then shall the minister say,] , 

O merciful God, grant that the old Adan\ in 
these persons may be so buried, that the nsw 
man may be raised up in them. Amen. 

Grant that all carnal affections may die in 
them, and that all things belonging to the 
Spirit may live, and grow in them. Amen. 

Grant that ^/lej^ may have power and strength 
to have victory, and t r iumph against the devil, 
the world and the flesh. Amen. 

Grant that they, being here dedicated to thee 
by our office and ministry, may also be endued 
with heavenly virtues, and everlastingly re
warded through thy mercy, O, blessed Lord 
God, who dost live; and govern all things, 
world without end. -4i22en. 

Almighty, ever-living God, whpse most dear-
ly beloved Son, Jesus Christ, died for the for
giveness of our sins; and gave commandment 
to his disciples that they should go and teach 
all nations and baptize them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost; regard, we beseech thee, the supplica
tions of this congregation; and grant that the 
persons now to be baptized may receive the 
fullness of thy grace, and ever remain in the 
number of thy faithful and elect children, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

[Then shall the minister take by the right hand each person to 
be baptized, and placing him conveniently by the font, according 
to his discretion, shall ask the name, and then sprinkle or poui 
water upon him (or if he shall desire it, shall immerse him in 
water), saying:] 
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N., I bap t i ze t hee in t h e n a m e of the Fa the r , 
and.of t h e Son, a n d of the H o l y Ghost . A m e n . 

[Then shall be said the Lord's Prayer, all kneeling, concluding, 
with extemporary prayer, and the benediction.] 

SECTION IV. 

THE LORD'S SUPPER. 

GENERAL DIRECTION. 

Tf 284. No p e r s o n sliall be admi t t ed to t h e 
L o r d ' s s u p p e r atnon<.>; u s w h o is gu i l t y of any 
i m m o r a l o r u n c h r i s t i a n p rac t i ce for w h i c h we 
w o u l d exc lude a m e m b e r of o u r c h u r c h . 

Tt 285. Al l p e r s o n s prof)erly inc luded in t h e 
g e n e r a l i nv i t a t i on mny be al lowed to p a r t a k e 
of t h e Lord ' s s u p p e r a m o n g us . 

ORDER FOR THE ADMIiNSTkATlON OF THE 
L O R D ' S S U 1 » P E K . 

[The elder may say;] 
Tt 286. Ye t h a t d o t r u l y and earnes t ly r epen t 

of y o u r s ins , a n d a re in love a n d c h a r i t y wi th 
y o u r n e i g h b o r s , a n d in tend to lead a new life, 
fo l lowing t h e c o m m a n d m e n t s of God, a n d 
w a l k i n g hence fo r th in h i s h o l y ways , d r a w 
n e a r wi th fai th, a n d t ake t h i s ho ly s a c r a m e n t 
to y o u r comfor t ; a n d m a k e y o u r h u m b l e con
fession t o A l m i g h t y God, meekly k n e e l i n g up
on y o u r knees . 

[Then may this general confenslon be made, 1 

A l m i g h t y God, F a t h e r of o u r Lord JCBUB 

Chris t , Maker of a l l t h i n g s . J u d g e of all rnen; 
we a c k n o w l e d g e a n d bewai l o u r mani fo ld s i n s 
a n d wickedness , w h i c h we from t i m e to t i m e 
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I ^ f ^ ^ ^ 

most grievously have committed, by thought, 
word, and deed, against thy Divine Majesty, 
provoking most justly thy wrath and indigna
tion Against us. We do earnestly repent, arid 
are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the 
remembrance of them is grievous unto us. 
Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, 
most merciful Father; for thy Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ's sake, forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may ever hereafter serve 
and please thee in newness of life, to the honor 
and glory of thy name, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen, 

[Or in place of it the elder may say the Lord's Prayer; the peo
ple repeating after him every petition.] 

Tĥ "̂̂ ' Our Father which art in heaven, hal
lowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done in earth as it is in heaven; give us 
this day onr daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever. Amen. 

IThen may the elder say,] 

O Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who 
of thy great mercy hast promised forgiveness 
of sins to all them that with hearty repent
ance and true faith, turn unto thee; have mercy 
upon us; pardon and deliver us from our sins, 
confirm and strengethen us in all goodness, 
and br ing us to everlasting life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen, 
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THE COLLECT. 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are 
opened, all desires known, and from whom rio 
secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily 
magnify thy holy name, through Christ our 
Lord. Amen, 

[Then may the elder say. 1 

I t i s very meet, right, and our bounden duty 
that we should at all times, and in all places, 
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and everlasting God. 

Therefore, with angels and archangels, and 
with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify thy glorious name, evermore prais
ing thee, and saying. Holy, holy, holy. Lord 
God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy 
glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. 
Amen, 

[Then may the elder say,] 

We do not presume to come to this thy table, 
O merciful Lord, t rust ing in our own right
eousness, bu t in thy manifold and great mer
cies. We are not worthy so much as to gather 
up the crumbs under thy table. But thou art 
the same Lord, whose property is always to 
have mercy; grant us therefore gracious Lord, 
so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, 
and to drink his blood, that we may live and 
grow thereby, and that being washed through 
his most precious blood, we may evermore 
dwell in him, and he in us. /l//ie/i. 

•MiHiiMJiBMi 
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most grievously have committed, by thought, 
word, and deed, against thy Divihe Mkjesty, 
provoking most justly thy wrath and indigna
tion against us. We do earnestly repent, and 
are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the 
remembrance of them is grievous unto us. 
Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, 
most merciful Father; for thy Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ 's sake, forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may ever hereafter serve 
and please thee in newness of life, to the honor 
and glory of thy name, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen, 

[Or in place of it the elder may say the Lord's Prayer; the peo
ple repeating after him every petition.] 

T|i87. Our Father which art in heaven, hal
lowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done in earth as it is in heaven; give us 
this day onr daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver lis from evil; 
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever. Amen. 

[Then may the elder say,] 

O Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who 
of thy great mercy hast promised forgiveness 
of sins to all them tha t with hearty repent
ance and true faith, turn unto thee; have mercy 
upon us; pardon and deliver us from our sins, 
confirm and strengethen us in all goodness, 
and br ing us to everlasting life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen, 

wmm 
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V 

THE COLLECT. 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are 
opened, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily 
magnify thy holy name, through Christ our 
Lord. Amen, 

[Then may the elder say. 1 

I t i s very meet, right, and our bounden duty 
that we should at all times, and in all places, 
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and everlasting God. 

Therefore, with angels and archangels, and 
with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify thy glorious name, evermore prais
ing thee, and saying. Holy, holy, holy. Lord 
God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy 
glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord most high, 
Amen-

[Then may the elder say,] 
We do not presume to come to this thy table, 

O merciful Lord, t rust ing in our own right
eousness, bu t in thy manifold and great mer
cies. We are not worthy so much as to gather 
up the crumbs under thy table. But thou art 
the same Lord, whose property is always to 
have mercy; grant us therefore gracious Lord, 
so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, 
and to drink h is blood, that we may live and 
grow thereby, and that being washed through 
his most precious blood, we may evermore 
dwell in him, and he in us. Anicu. 
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X 
[Then may the elder say the prayer of consecration, as follows:] 

Tf 2^8. Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
who of thy tender mercy didst give thine only 
Son, Jesus Christ, to suffer death iipon the 
cross for our redemption; who made there, by 
his oblation of himself once offered, a full> per
fect, and sufHcient sacrifice, oblation and satis
faction, for the sins of the whole world; and 
did institute, and in his holy gospel command 
us to continue a perpetual memory of that his 
precious death until h is comirig again; hear 
us, O merciful father, we mosthumblj^ beseech 
thee, and grant that we, receiving these thy 
creatures of bread and wine, according to thy 
Son, our Savior JesUs Christ's holy institu
tion, in remembrance of his death and passion 
may be partakers of his most blessed body and 
blood; who in the same night that he was be
trayed, took bread; 

[Here the elder may take the plate of bread into his hand.] 

and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, Take, eat; this 
is my body which is given for you; do this in 
remembrance of me. Likewise after supper he 
took the cup; 

[Here he may take the cup in his hand.] 

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, saying. Drink ye all of this; for this 

[And here he may lay his hand upon all the vessels which con
tain the wine.] 

is my blood of the New Testament, which is shed 
for you and for many, for the remission of sins; 
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[Then may the elder say the prayer of consecration, as follows:] 

V Tf 288. Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
who of thy tender mercy didst give thine only 
Son, Jesus Christ, to suffer death upon the 
cross for our redemption; who made there, by 
his oblation of himself once offered, a full,per-^ 
feet, and sufiicient sacrifice, oblation and satis
faction, for the sins of the whole world; and 
did institute, and in his holy gospel command 
us to continue a perpetual memory of that his 
precious death until his coming again; hear 
us, O merciful father, we most humbly beseech 
thee, and grant that we, receiving these thy 
creatures of bread and wine, according to thy 
Son, our Savior Jesus Christ's holy institu
tion, in remembrance of his death and passion 
may be partakers of his most blessed body and 
blood; who in the same night that he was be
trayed, took bread; 

[Here the elder may take the plate of bread into his hand.] 

and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to his disciples, saying. Take, eat; this 
is my body which is given for you; do this in 
remembrance of me. Likewise after supper he 
took the cup; 

IHere he may talce the cup in his hand.] 

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, saying. Drink ye all of this; for this 

[And here he may lay his hand upon all the vessels which.con
tain the wine.] 

is my blood of the New Testament, which is shed 
for you and for many, for the remission of sins; 
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do th is as oft a s ye sha l l d r i n k ^ ^ in remem
brance of me. A m e n . 

Tt,289. 
[Then may the minister first receive the communion in both 

kinds himself, and then proceed to deliver the same to the other 
ministers in like manner (if any there be present), and after that 
to the people also, in order, into their hands. And when he de
livers the bread he shall say,] 

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
was given for thee , preserve t h y soul and 
body un to ever las t ing life. Take and eat t h i s 
in remembrance t ha t Christ died for thee, and 
feed on h i m in t h y heart , by faith, with thanks
giving. 

[And the minister that delivers the cup may say,] 

The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
was shed for thee , preserve t h y soul and body 
unto ever las t ing life. Drink this in remem
brance t h a t Christ 's blood was shed for thee, 
ahd be thankful . 

[If the consecrated bread or wine shall be all spent before all 
have communicated, the elder may consecrate more, by repeat
ing the prayer of consecration. 

When all have communicated, the minister shall return to the 
Lord's table and place upon it what remaineth of the consecrated 
elements, covering the same with a fair linen cloth. 

Here the elder may offer extempore prayer, concluding with 
this blessing:] 

May the peace of God, which passeth all un
ders tanding, keep your hear ts and minds in 
the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son 
Jesus Chr is t o u r Lord; and the bless ings of 
God Almigh ty , the Father , the Son and the 
Holy Ghost, be a m o n g you and remain wi th 
you always. A m e n , 

I'W',.'.,.I. UHUIlfB? 
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FORMS OF ORDINATION. 

SECTION V. 

ORDAINING ELDERS. 

Tf 290. 

[When the day appointed for the ordination is come there shall 
be a sermon or exhortation, declaring the duty and office of eld
er; how necessary that order is in the church of Christ, and also 
how the people ought to esteem them in their office. 

One of the elders shall tlien present unto the president all who 
are to be ordained, and say,] 

I present unto 5̂ 011 these persons present to 
be ordained elders. 

[Their names being read aloud, the president shall say tinto the 
people,] 

Tf 291. Brethren, these are they whom we 
purpose, God willing, this day to ordain 
elders. For after due examination, we find not 
to the contrary, but that they are lawfully 
called to this function and ministry, and that 
they are persons meet for the same. But if 
any of you know any impediment or crime in 
any of them, for which he ought not to be 
received into this hol}^ministry, come forth in 
the name of God, and show what the crime or 
impediment is. 

[If any crinie or impediment be objected, the president shall 
cease from ordaining that person until such time as he shall be 
found clear of the crime.] 

Tf 2 9 2 . . • " 

[Then shall be said the collect, epistle, and gospel as follows:] 
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THE COLLECT. 

Almighty God, Giver of all good things, who 
by thy Holy Spirit has t appointed divers ord
ers of ministers in thy church, mercifully be
hold these, thy servants, now called to the 
office of elder, and replenish them so with the 
truth of thy doctrine and adorn them with in
nocency of life, tha t both by word and good 
example they may faithfully serve thee in this 
ofiice, to the glory of thy name and the edifica
tion of thy church, through the mercies of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Ghost, world without 
end. Amen. 

THE EPISTLE. 

Eph. iv, 7-13. Unto every one of us is given 
grace*according to the measure of the gift of 
Christ. Wherefore he saith. When he ascend
ed up on high, he led captivity captive and 
gave gifts unto men, (Now that he ascended, 
what is it bu t that he also descended first into 
the lower parts of the earth? He that descend
ed is the same also that ascended up far above 
all heavens, that he might fill all things.) And 
he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; 
and some, evangelists; arid some, pastors and 
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for 
the work of the ministry, for the edifying of 
the body of Christ; till we all come in the unity 
of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ. 

^^^WM| 
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[After this shall be read for the gospel, part of the tenth chap-
fer of St. John, 1-16.] 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that enter
eth not by the door into the sheepfold, but 
climbeth up some other way, the same is a 
thief and a robber. But he that entereth in by 
the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him 
the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his 
Voice: and he calleth his own sheep hy name, 
and leadeth them out. And when he putteth 
forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and 
the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. 
And a stranger will they not follow, but will 
flee from him; for they know not the voice of 
strangers. This parable spake Jesus unto 
them; but they understood not what th ings 
lhey were which he spake unto them. Then 
said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily I 
say unto you, X am the door of the sheep. All 
that ever came before me are thieves and rob
bers; but the sheep did not hear them. I am 
the door; by me, if any m a n enter in, he shall 
be saved, and shall go in and out and find past
ure. The thief cometh not but for ^o steal and 
to kill, and to destroy; I am come that they 
tiiight have life, and that they might have it 
more abundantly. I am the good shepherd; 
the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 
But he that is a hireling, and not the shepherd, 
whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf 
coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth; and 
the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the 
sheep. The hireling fleeth, because he is a 

tei. 
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hireling, and careth not for the sheep. I am 
the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and 
am known of mine. A s the Father knoweth 
me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down 
my life for the sheep. And other sheep I have, 
which are not of this fold; them also I must 
bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there 
shall be one fold and one shepherd. 

[And that done, the president shall say unto them as follows:] 
Tt 293. You have heard, brethren, in the ex

hortation which was now made to you, and in 
the holy lessons taken out of the gospel, and 
the writings of the apostles of what dignity, 
and of how great importance this office is 
whereunto ye are called. And now again we 
exhort you in the name 6f our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that you have in remembrance, into 
how h igh a dignity and to how weighty an 
office ye are called; that is to say, to be mes
sengers, watchmen and stewards of the Lord, 
to teach and to premonish, to feed and to pro
vide for the Lord's family, to seek for Christ's 
sheep that are dispersed abroad, and for his 
children that are in the midst of this evil world, 
that they may be saved through Christ for
ever. 

Have always, therefore, printed in your re
membrance, how great a treasure is corrimitted 
to your charge. For they are the sheep of 
Christ, which he bought with his death, and 
for whom he shed his blood. The church and 
congregation whom you must serve, is his 
spouse and his body. Aud if it shall happen, 

m: 
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the same church, or any member thereof, do 
V«4aJfte any hur t or hindrance by reason of you 

negligence, ye know the greatness of the fault, 
and also the horrible punishment that will en
sue. Wherefore, consider with yourselves the 
end of the ministry toward the children of 
God, toward the spouse and body of Christ; 
and see that you never cease your labor, your 
care and diligence, until you have done all 
that lieth in you, according to your bounden 
duty, to br ing all Such as are or shall be com
mitted to your charge, unto that agreement in 
the faith and knowledge of God, and to that 
ripeness and perfectness of age in Christ, that 
there be no place left among you, either for 
error in religion, or for viciousness in life. 

Foras nuch then, as your ofiice is both of so 
great excellency, and of so great difficulty, ye 
see how great care and study ye ought to ap
ply 3^ourselves, as well that ye may show your
selves dutiful and thankful unto tha t Lord 
who hath placed you in so h igh a dignity; as 
also to beware that neither you yourself offend, 
nor be occasion that others offend. Howbeit 
ye cannot have a mind and will thereto of your
selves; for that will and ability is given of God 
alone; therefore ye ought, and have need to 
pray earnestly for his Holy Spirit. And see
ing that ye cannot by any other means com-
pass the doing of so weighty a work, pertain
ing to the salvation of man, but with doctrine 
and exhortation taken out of the holy script
ures, arid with a life agreeable to the aame; 
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consider how. s tud ious ye o u g h t to be in read
ing and l ea rn ing the scriptures, a n d in fram
ing the m a n n e r s , bo th of yourself and of them 
that special ly per ta in un to you, according to 
the ru le of the same scr iptures; and for th i s 
self-same cause, how ye o u g h t to forsake and 
set aside (as m u c h as ye may) all worldly cares 
and s tudies . 

We have good hope tha t you have all weighed 
and pondered these t h i n g s with yourselves 
long before t h i s t ime ; and tha t you have clear
ly determined, b y God's grace, to give your
selves whol ly to th i s office, whereunto it h a t h 
pleased God to call you; so tha t as m u c h a s ' 
l ieth in you, you will apply yourselves wholly 
to t h i s one th ing , and draw all your cares and 
s tudies t h i s way, and tha t you will continually 
p ray to God the Father , by the mediation of 
our only Savior, Jesus Christ, for the heavenly 
ass is tance of the Holy Ghost; t ha t by daily 
r ead ing and we igh ing of the scriptures, ye 
may wax r iper and s tronger in your minis t ry; 
and t h a t ye m a y so endeavor yourselves from 
t ime to t ime to sanctify the lives of you and 
yours , a n d to fashion them after the ru le and 
doctr ine of Christ, t ha t ye may be wholesome 
and god ly examples, and pat terns for the peo
ple to follow. 

A n d now t h a t th is present congregat ion of 
Christ , here assembled, may also unders tand 
you r m i n d s and wills in these th ings , and tha t 
this , y o u r promise, may the more move you to 
do your duties, ye shall ^n^wer plainly to 

^ 
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these things which we, in the name of God 
and his church, shall demand of you touching 
the same. 

Tf 294. Do you think in your heart that you 
are truly called, according to the will of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to the gospel ministry, and 
to perform the duties of an elder? 

Ans, I think so. 
Pres ident , Are you persuaded that the ho

ly scriptures contain sufficiently all doctrines 
required of necessity for eternal salvation 
through faith in Jesus Christ? And are you 
determined out of the said scriptures to iri-
struct the people committed to your charge, 
and to teach nothing as required of necessity 
to salvation but that which you shall be per
suaded may b e concluded and proved by the 
scriptures? 

A, I am so persuaded, and have so deter
mined by God's grace. 

JP, Will you then give your faithful dili
gence always so to minister the doctrines and 
sacraments, and discipline of Christ, as the 
Lord hath commanded? 

A, I will do so by the help of the Lord. 
JP, Wil lyou be ready with all faithful dili

gence to banish and drive away all erroneous 
and strange doctrines contrary to God's word; 
and to use both public and private monitions 
and exhortations, as well *to the sick as to the 
whole, within your charge, as need shall re
quire and occasion shall be given? 

iJi 
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A. 1 will, the Lord be ing my helper. 
P , Will you be di l igent in prayers, and in 

reading the holy scriptures, and such studies 
as help to a knowledge of the same, l ay ing 
aside the s tudy of the world and the flesh? 

A. I will endeaver so to do, the Lord being 
my helper. 

P . Will you be di l igent to frame and fash
ion yourself and your family according to the 
doctrine of Christ ; and to make both yourself 
and them, as m u c h as in you lieth, wholesome 
examples and pa t te rns to the flock of Christ? 

A. r shal l apply myself thereto, the Lord 
being my helper. 

P . Will you main ta in and set forward as 
much as lieth in you, quietness, peace, and 
love, a m o n g all Chr is t ian people, and espe
cially a m o n g those who are or may be com
mitted to your charge? 

A, I will do so, the Lord being my help
er. 

[That done, the president shall pray in this wise, and say,] 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God and heavenly Father, who of 

thine infinite love and goodness toward lis 
hast given to us thine only and most dearly 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be our Redeemer, 
and the author of everlasting life; who after he 
had made perfect ohr redemption by his death, 
and was ascended into heaven, sent abroad 
into the world ll is apostles, prophets, evangel
ists, pastors and teachers, by whose labor and 
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minis t ry he ga the red together a g rea t flock in 
all pa r t s of the world, to set forth t h e eternal 
praise of t h y holy name; for these so grea t ben
efits of thy e ternal goodness and for tha t thou 
has t vouchsafed to ca l l these t h y servants 
here present to the same ofiice a n d ministry 
appointed for the salvat ion of mankind , we 
render un to thee mos t hear ty t h a n k s ; we praise 
and worship thee; and we h u m b l y beseech thee 
by the same, thy blessed Son, to g r a n t un to all 
who either here or elsewhere call upon thy 
name, tha t we may cont inue to show ourselves 
thankful un to thee, for these, and all other, thy 
benefits, a n d t h a t we m a y dai ly increase and 
go forward in the knowledge and faith of thee 
and thy Son, by the Holy Spirit. So tha t as 
well by these t hy mints ters , aB~by them over 
whom they shal l be appoin ted t hy min
isters, t h y holy n a m e may * be forever 
glorified, and thy blessed k ingdom enlarged, 
t h rough the same, thy Son Je sus Chris t our 
Lord; who l iveth and re igne th wi th thee in 
the uni ty of the same Holy Spirit, world with
out end. A m e n . 

Tf 295, 

I When this prayer is done, those to be ordained should remain 
kneeling, and the president, and the elders present, shall lay their 
hands severally upon the head of each of them, and the president 
shall say,] 

The Lord p o u r upon thee the Holy Ghost for 
the office a n d work of an elder iri the church 
of God now commit ted iinto thee by the impo
sition of ou r hands . And be thou a faithful 

M i 
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dispenser of the word of God, and of his holy 
sacraments ; in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen, 

Tf296. 
[They shall continue to kneel, and the president shall deliver to 

each one of them, the Bible into his hands, and shall say,] 

Take t h o u author i ty to preach the word of 
God, and to adminis te r the holy sacraments in 
the congregat ion. 

[Then the president shall say,] 

Most m e r c i f u l Father, we beseech thee to 
send upon these thy servants thy heavenly 
blessings, t h a t they may be clothed with right
eousness and thy word spoken by their m o u t h s 
may have such success, tha t it may never be 
spoken in vain. Grant u s also that we may 
have grace to hear and receive, what they shall 
deliver ou t of thy most holy word, or agreeably 
to the same, as the means of our salvation; and 
tha t in all our words and deeds we may seek 
thy glory and the increase of thy kingdom 
t h r o u g h JesUs Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Assis t us , O Lord, in all our doings, with thy 
most g rac ious favor, and further u s with thy 
cont inual help, tha t in all our works begun, 
continued, and ended in thee, we may glorify 
thy name, and finally, by thy mercy, obtain 
everlast ing life, t h r o u g h Jesus Christ our 
Lord. A m e n . 

The peace of God, which passeth all under
s tanding , keep your hear ts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of h is Son, 
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minis t ry he ga thered together a grea t flock in 
all pa r t s of the world, to set forth the eternal 
praise of thy holy name; for these so grea t ben
efits of thy eternal goodness and for tha t thou 
has t vouchsafed to call these t hy servants 
here present to the same office and minis t ry 
appointed for the salvation of mankind, we 
render unto thee most hear ty thanks ; we praise 
and worship thee; and we h u m b l y beseech thee 
by the same, thy blessed Son, to g ran t un to all 
who either here or elsewhere call upon thy 
name, tha t we may continue to show ourselves 
thankful unto thee, for these, and all other, thy 
benefits, and tha t we m a y dai ly increase and 
go forward in the knowledge and faith of thee 
and thy Son, by the Holy Spirit. So tha t as 
well by these thy ministers , as by them over 
whom they shal l be appointed t h y min
isters, thy holy name may be forever 
glorified, and thy blessed k ingdom enlarged, 
t h rough the same, thy Son Jesus Chris t our 
Lord; who liveth and re igneth with thee in 
the uni ty of the same Holy Spirit, world with
out end. Amen , 

Tf 295, 

I When this prayer is done, those to be ordained should rernain 
kneeling, and the president, and the elders present, shall lay their 
hands severally upon the head of each of them, and the president 
shall say,] 

The Lord pour upon thee the Holy Ghost for 
the office and work of an elder in the church 
of God now committed unto thee by the impo
sition of our hands . And be thou a faithful 
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dispenser of the word of God, and of his holy 
sacraments; in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen, 

Tf296. 
[They shall continue to kneel, and the president shall deliver to 

each one of them, the Bible into his hands, and shall say,] 

Take thou authority to preach the word of 
God, and to administer the holy sacraments in 
the congregation. 

[Then the president shall say,] 

Most merciful Father, we beseech thee to 
send upon these thy servants thy heavenly 
blessings, that they may be clothed with right
eousness and thy word spoken by their mouths 
may have such success, that i t may never be 
spoken in vain. Grant us also that we may 
have grace to hear and receive, what they shall 
deliver out of thy most holy word, or agreeably 
to the same, as the means of our salvation; and 
that in all our words and deeds we m a y seek 
thy glory and the increase of thy kingdom 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Assist us, O Lord, in all our doings, with thy 
most gracious favor, and further us with thy 
continual help, that in all our works begun, 
coritinued, and ended in thee, we may glorify 
thy name, and finally, by thy mercy, obtain 
everlasting life, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

The peace of God, which passeth all under
standing, keep your hearts and minds i n t h e 
knowledge and love of God, and of h is Son, 
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Jesus Christ, our Lord; and the blessings of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, iand the 
Holy Ghost, be among you, and remain with 
you always. Amen. 

SECTION VL 

MANNER OF ORDAINING DEACONS. 

1297. 

[When the day appointed for the ordination is come, there 
shall be a sermon or exhortation, declariiig tlie duty and office of 
.such as come to be admitted deacons. 

After which, one of the elders shall present to the president 
- * * • • . • 

the persons to be ordained deacons, and their names being read 
aloud, the president shall say to the people:] 

Brethren, if any of you know any crime or im
pediment in any of these persons presented to 
be ordained deacon, for which he ought not to 
be admitted to that office, come forth in the 
name of God and show what the crime or im
pediment is. 

If 298. 
[If any crime or impediment be objected, the president shall 

cease from ordaining that person until such time as he shall be 
found clear of the crime. 

Then sliall be read the following collect and epistle.] 

THE COLLECT. 

Almighty God, who by thy divine providence 
has appointed divers orders of ministers in 
thy church, and who didst inspire thy apostles 
to choose into the order of deacons thy first 
martyr, St. Stephen, with others; mercifully 
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behold these thy servants, now called to the 
like office and administrations; replenish 
them so with the t ruth of thy doctrine, and 
adorn them with innocency of life, that both 
by word and good example they may faithfully 
serve thee in this office, to the glory of thy 
name, and the edification of thy church, 
through the merits of our Savior, J'esus Christ, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the 
Holy Ghost, now and forever. Amen. 

THE EPISTLE. 1 T i m . i i i , 8-13. 

Likewise mus t the deacons be grave, not 
double-tongued, not given to much wine, not 
greedy of filthy lucre; holding the mystery of 
the fatth in a pure conscience. And let these 
also first be proved; then let them use the of
fice of a deacon, being found blameless. Even 
so mus t their wives be grave, not slanderers, 
sober, faithful in all things. Let the deacons be 
the husbands of one wife, ruling their children 
and their own houses well. For they that have 
used the office of a deacon well, purchase to 
themselves a good degree, and great boldness 
in the faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
. •Tf299. 

[Then shall the president examine each one of those who are to 
be ordained, inthe presence of the people, after the manner fol
lowing:] 

Do you trust thdt you are iriwardly moved by 
the Holy Ghost to take upon you the office of 
the ministry in the church of Christ, to serve 
God for the promoting of his glory and the 
edification of his people? 
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Ans, I trust so. 
President , Do you unfeignedly believe all 

the canonical scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament? 

A, I do believe them. 
P , Will you diligently read or expound the 

same unto the people whom you shall be ap
pointed to serve? 

A, Iwi l l . 
Pi I t appertaineth to the office of a deacon 

to assist the elder in divine service. And es
pecially when he ministereth the holy com-
muniorivand to help him in the distribution 
thereof, and to read and expound the holy 
scriptures; to mstruct the youth, and in the 
absence of the elder to baptize. And, further

m o r e , it is his office to search for the sick, 
poor, and impotent, that they may be visited 
and relieved. Will you do this gladly and will
ingly? 

A, I will do so by the help of God. 
P , Will you apply all your diligence to 

frame and fashion your own lives (and the 
lives of your families) according to the doc
trine of Christ; and to make (both) yourselves 
(and them) as much as in you lieth, wholesome 
examples of the flock of Christ? 

A, I will do so, the Lord being my helper. 
P . Will you reverently ohey them to whom 

the charge and government over you is com
mitted, following with glad mind and will 
their godly admonitions? 
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A. I will endeavor so to do, the Lord being 
my helper. 

t 300. 

[The president, laying his hands severally upon the head ol 
each one of them, shall say:] 

Take thou authority to execute the office of a 
deacon in the church of God, in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Amen. 

Tf 30L 
[Then shall the president deliver to each one of them the Holy 

Bible, saying:] 

Take thou authority to read the holy script
ures in the church of God. and to preach in the 
same. 
. [Then one of them, appointed by the president, shall read the 
gospel.] i 

Luke xii, 35-38. Let your loins be girded 
about and your l ights burning, and ye your
selves like unto men that wait for their Lord, 
when he will return from the wedding, that 
when he cometh and knocketh, they may open 
unto h im immediately. Blessed are those 
servants whom the Lord when he cometh shall 
find watching. Verily I say unto you, that he 
shall gird himself, and make them sit down to 
meat, and will come forth and 'serve them. 
And if he shall come in the second watch, or 
come in the third watch, and find them so, 
blessed are those servants. 

[Then shall the president proceed in the communion, and all 
that are ordained shall receive the holy communion. " 
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The communion ended, immediately before the benediction, 
shall be said the collects following:] 

Almighty God, Giver of all good things, who 
of thy great goodness hast vouchsafed to ac
cept and take these thy servants into the of
fice of deacon of thy church; rnake them, we 
beseech thee, O Lord, to be modest, humble 
and constant in their ministration, and to have 
a ready will to observe all spiritual discipline; 
that they having always the testimony of a 
good |onscience, and continuing ever stable 
and stW)ng in thy Son Christ Jesus, may so 
well beoave themselves in this inferior office, 
t h a t t h e y m a y be found worthy to be called in
to the hign^j^ministries in thy church, through 
the same, thy^>=i^our Savior Jesus Christ; to 
whom be glory an^ honor, world without end. 
Amen, 

Assist us, O Lord, in all our doings, with thy 
most gracious favor, and further us with thy 
continual help; that in all our works, begun, 
continued and ended in thee, we may glorify 
thy holy name, and finally, by thy mercy, ob
tain everlasting life, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

The peace of God which passeth all under
standing, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. And the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, be among you, and remain with 
you always. Amen, 
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SECTION VII. 

FORM OF SOLEMNIZING MATRIMONY. 

Tt302. ' • ' 
, [At the day and time appointed for the solemnization of matri
mony, the persons to be married standing together, the man on 
the right hand of the woman, the minister shall say:] 

Dearly beloved, we are gathered togethei 
here in the sight of God, and in the presence of 
these witnesses, to join together this man and 
this woman in holy matrimony; which is an 
honorable estate, instituted of God in the time 
of man's innocency, signifying unto us the 
mystical union that is between Christ and his 
church; which holy estate Christ adorned and 
beautified with his presence, and first miracle 
that he wrought in Cana of Galilee, and is 
commended of St. Paul to be honorable among 
all men; and therefore is not by any to be tak
en in hand unadvisedly, but reverently, dis
creetly, and in the fear of God. 

Into which holy estate these two persons 
present come now to be joined. Therefore, if 
any can show any jus t cause why they may 
not lawfully be joined together, let him now 
speak, or else hereafter forever hold his peace. 

Tf 303. 
[And also speaking unto the persons that are to be married, he 

shall say:] 

I irequire and charge yoii both (as you will 
answer at the dreadful day of judgment, when 
the secrets of all hearts shall be disclosed) that 
if either of you know any impediment why you 
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may not be lawfully joined together in matri
mony, you do now confess it, for be ye well as
sured, that so many as are coupled together 
otherwise than God's word doth allow, are not 
joined together by God, neither is their matri
mony lawful. 

T[304. 
[If no impediment be alleged, then shall the minister say unto 

the man:] 

M., wi l t t h o u h a v e t h i s w o m a n to be t h y wed
ded wife, to l ive t o g e t h e r after God ' s o rd inance , 
in t he h o l y es ta te of i n a t r i m o n y ? Wi l t t h o u 
love her , comfor t her , h o n o r , a n d keep her , in 
s i ckness a n d in h e a l t h ; and,, f o r s ak ing all 
o ther , keep thee on ly u n t o her , so l o n g a s ye 
b o t h s h a l l l ive? 

[Then the man shall answer:] 
1 vvill. 
T|305. 

[Then the minister shall say unto the woman:] 

N., Wil t t h o u h a v e t h i s m a n to be t h y wedded 
h u s b a n d , to l ive t o g e t h e r after God ' s ordi
nance , in t h e h o l y es ta te of m a t r i m o n y ? Wilt 
t h o u love, honor , a n d keep hirn, in s i ckness 
a n d in h e a l t h ; a n d f o r s a k i n g a l l o ther , keep 
thee on ly u n t o h im , so l o n g a s ye b o t h sha l l 
live? 

[The woman shall answer:] " 
I w i l l . 

Tf306. 
[Then shall the minister join their right hands together, and 

say:] • ' , 
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Those whom God h a t h joined together let no 
man pu t asunder . 

F o r a s m u c h as M. and N. have consented to
gether in ho ly wedlock, and have witnessed 
the same before God, and th i s company, and 
thereto have p ledged their faith each to the 
other, and have declared the same by jo in ing 
h a n d s ; I p ronounce tha t they are h u s b a n d 
and wife together, in the name of the Father , 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. A m e n . 

I And the minister shall add this blessing: 1 

God the Father , God the Son, God the Holy 
Ghost, bless, preserve, and keep you; the Lord 
mercifully with h i s favor look upon you, and 
so fill you wi th all spir i tual benediction and 
grace, t ha t ye m a y so live together in th is life, 
t ha t in the world to come ye may have life 
everlast ing. Amen . 

[Then let prayer be offered.] 

SECTION VIII . 

ORDER OF THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD. 

Tt307. 
[The minister, meeting the corpse, and going before it shall 

say:] • 

I am the resurrect ion and the life; he t ha t 
believeth in me, t hough he were dead, yet sha l l 
he live; and whosoever liveth and believeth in 
me, shal l never die.—John xi, 25,26. 

I know tha t my redeemer liveth, and tha t he 
shal l s tand at the latter day upon the ear th ; 
and t h o u g h after my skin wornis destroy 
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this body, yet in n ^ flesh shall I see God; 
whom I shall see for rnyself, and mine eyes 
shall behold, and not another.—Job xix, 25-27. 

We brought nothing into this world, and it 
is certain we can carry nothing out. The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord.—1 Tim. vi, 7; 
Job i , 21. 

[At the grave, while the corpse is being laid in the earth, the 
minister shall say:] 

Man that is born of woman hath but a short 
tiriie to live, and is full of misery. He cometh 
up and is cut down like a flower; he fleeth as 
it were a shadow and never continueth in one 
stay. 

In the midst of life we are in death: of whom 
may we seek for succor, but of thee, O Lord, 
who for our sins art just ly displeased? 

Yet, O Lord, God most holy, O Lord most 
mighty, O holy and most merciful Savior, de
liver us not into the bitter pains of eternal 
death. 

Thou knowest. Lord, the secrets of our hearts; 
shut not thy merciful ears to our prayers, but 
spare us. Lord most holy, O God most mighty, 
O holy and most merciful Savior, thou most 
worthy Judge eternal, suffer us not at our last 
hour for any pains of death to fall from thee. 

Tf308. 
[Then, while the earth shall be cast upon the body, the minis

ter shall say:] 
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Forasmuch as it hath pleased Almighty God, 
in his wise providence, to take out of this world 
the soul of our deceased brother, we therefore 
commit h i s body to the ground; earth to earth, 
ashes to ashes, dust to dust; looking for the 
general resurrection in the last day, and^'fhe 
life of the world to come, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ; a t whose second coming in 
glorious majesty to judge the world, the earth 
and the sea shall give up their dead; and the 
corruptible bodies of those who sleep in him 
shall be changed, and made like unto his own 
glorious body; according to the mighty work
ing whereby he is able to subdue all things 
unto himself. 

I h^ard a voice from heaven saying unto me. 
Write: from henceforth blessed are the dead 
who die in the Lord: even so, saith the Spirit, 
for they rest from their labors. 

Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread, and forgive us Our debts 
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not in-
into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
Amen, 

THE COLLECT. 

O merciful God, the Fatherof our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who is the resurrection and the life: in 
whom whosoever believeth shall live, thoiigh 
he die: ^nd whosoever liveth and believeth in 



STTTf'^P"' 

152 BURIAL OF DEAD. [Chap, i, 

him shall not die eternally; we meekly beseech 
thee, O Father, to raise us from the death of^sin 
unto the life of righteousness, tha t when we 
shall depart this life we may rest in him; and 
at the general resurrection, on the last day, 
niay be found acceptable in thy sight, and re
ceive that blessing which thy well-beloved Son 
shall then pronounce to all that love and fear 
thee, saying, Come ye blessed of my Father, re
ceive the kingdom prepared for you from the 
beginning of the world. Grant this, we be
seech thee, O merciful Father, th rough Jesus 
Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, arid the fellowship of the Ploly 
Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 



S U P P L E M E N T . 

CONFERENCE BOUNDARIES. 

Belmont, Scio and WellSville. _ ^ _ 

ence shall embrace all that part «* ^he^sta^e o ̂  

Illinois north of a line ^^f " ^ f , , ^ S f r L r , 
ison, lowa. runmng east to th« 1̂ ^^^, „t 

r lerT^nt Sln^erstCtt state Un. 

'̂ sn/B. - - " t ^^^ r r t r c rn r s 
hanna conference ^^^^fj^J^ '^S Bradford in 
of Tiogaf, Lycoming, Sullivan an ^ ̂  ^^^ 

the state of P^'^'^fy'-^ZToenTsee conference, 
state of New York east of ^en^^^ B^^d, in 
and north of aline beg ' """^^f^f ^"oHh to he 
Pennsylvania, and running due ^«J^ ^ 
Albany and Susquehanna ^^^f'^'f °' '^^^^e due alongLidrailfoadtoOneon^a andthenpe _^ 

east to the state of M - ^ * : eTlmmediately 
eluding the - " ^ ^ f ^ / ^ l i ^ l t b a n y and Su8-, upon that portion of the sam ̂  

quehanna railroad. . 
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Tf312. 4. Michigan (1865). — The Michigan 
conference shall embrace that portion of the 
state of Michigan, not included in the North 
Michigan and East Michigan conferences; and 
that portion of the state of Indiana east of a 
line running from Michigan City south to Rey
nolds, Indiana; thence to the Ohio state line. 

Tf 313. 5. K a n s a s (1871).—The Kansas confer
ence shall include those parts of the states of 
Kansas and Nebraska lying southeast and 
south of a line running due north from the 
Indian territory, along the west line of McPher
son county, Kansas, to the southwest corner of 
Cloud county, Kansas; thence east to the south
east corner of the said Cloud county; thence 
due north to Columbia, Nebraska; and thence 
due east to the Missouri river, and down said 
river to [the south line of the state of Kansas 
except the counties of Douglas and Sarpy in 
Nebraska. 

Tf 314. 6. Minnesota a n d Nor thern Iowa 
(1872).—The Minnesota and Northern Iowa con
ference shall embrace that portion of the state 
of Minnesota south of a line runn ing due west 
from Stillwater, Minnesota, to Lac-qui-parle 
lake and thence up the north and east bank of 
the Minnesota river, to the 46th parallel of lat
itude, and thence west across to the west line 
of Dakota, except Nobles, Rock, Pipe Stone, 
Murray, Lincoln, Lyon, Yellow Medicine and 
Lac-qui-parle counties in Minnesota, and shall 
include that portion of Iowa not included in 
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the Iowa, West Iowa, and South Dakota confer
ences. 

Tf 315. 7. N e w York (1873).—The New York 
conference shal l embrace, all par ts of the 
states of New York and Pennsylvania not in
cluded in the Genesee, Pi t t sburg , and Susque
hanna conferences; and the states of New Jer
sey, Maryland, Delaware and Virginia. 

Tf 316. 8. iQwa (1875).—The Iowa conference 
shall inc lude t h a t port ion of the state of 
Iowa ly ing east of a l i n e r u n n i n g north from 
the southeas t corner of Decatur county to the 
Des Moines river, thence following up the river 
to the no r th l ine of the incorporate l imits of. 
the city of Des Moines, thence east to the town
ship line r u n n i n g nor th th rough the center of 
Polk and Stony counties and along the east 
line of Hami l ton and Wright counties to the 
south l ine of Northern Iowa and Minnesota 
conference, thence east to Clayton on the Miss
issippi river. 

Tf317. 9. TFisconsin (1875).—The Wisconsin 
conference shal l include the state of Wiscon
sin. 

Tf 318. 10. N o r t h Mich igan (1876).-The North 
Michigan conference shal l embrace t h a t por
tion of the state of Michigan lying north of the 
base l ine from the southeast corner of Eaton 
county, a n d southwest corner of Ingham, 
thence no r th parallel with the meridian line to 
Lake Huron . 
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Tl 319. 11. Ohio (187^—The Ohio conference 
shal l embrace the smte of Ohio. 

Tf 320. 12. C ^ J ^ l I l l i n o i s (1879).—The Cen-
t ra l IIlm@»ir€onfereiice shal l inc lude t h a t por
t ion 0 i t h e state of I l l inois no t inc luded in the 
Illhatois and Wabash conferences. 

'^32L 13. C a n a d a (1880).—The Canada con
ference shal l include the Dominion of Canada. 

T[ 322. 14. Texas (1881).—The Texas confer
ence shal l include the state of Texas. 

Tf 323. 15. Mis sou r i (1883).—The Missouri 
conference shal l enibrace all t ha t por t ion of 
the state of Missouri ly ing nor th of a l ine be
g i n n i n g a t Carondolet and r u n n i n g directly 
west t h r o u g h the state, via War rensburg , to 
the west l ine of the state. 

Tf 324. 16. West K a n s a s (1883).—The West 
Kansas conference shal l include all pa r t s of 
the state of Kansas and Nebraska Tying west 
of the Kansas conference and not inc luded in 
the Nebraska conference. 

f 325. 17. Sou th D a k o t a {ISSS).—The South 
Dakota conference shal l embrace the s tate by 
tha t name and tha t pa r t of Nor th Dakota ly
ing sou th of the 46th paral le l of nor th lat i tude, 
and shal l also include Lyon, Osceola, O'Brien, 
and Sioux count ies in the s ta te of Iowa, and 
Nobles, Rock, P ipe Stone, Murray, Lincoln, Ly
on, Yellow Medicine, and Lac-qui-parle coun
ties in Minnesota. 

Tf326. 18. PiY^sbi/rg- (1883).—The P i t t s b u r g 
conference sha l l include all t ha t p a r t of the 
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state of Pennsylvania lying west of a line be
ginning at the northeast corner of Potter 
county, Pa., and running due south to the 
southern border of the state. It shall also in
clude the state of West Virginia. 

Tf 327. 19. California (1883).~-The California 
conference shall embrace all of the state of 
California lying north of San Luis Obispo, 
Fresno, and Inyo counties. 

Tf 328. 20. Eas t Michigan (1884).—The East 
Michigan conference shall embrace all that 
part of Michigan lying north of the base line, 
and east of a line beginning at the southwest 
corner of Ingham and southeast corner of Ea
ton counties, thence north running parallel 
with the meridian line to Lake Huron. 

Tf 329. 21. Xowisiana (1884V—Louisiana con
ference shall include the state of Louisiana. 

Tf 330. 22. Oregon (1885).—The Oregon con
ference shall include the states of Oregon and 
Washington. 

Tf 331. 23. West Iowa (1885).—The West Iowa 
conference shall embrace all that part of the 
state of Iowa lying west of. a line running 
north from the southeast corner of Decatur 
county to the Des Moines river, thence along 
said river to the north limit of the city of Des 
Moines, thence north along the east line of 
Hamilton and Wright counties to the line of 
the Minnesota and Northern Iowa conference, 
thence west to the Big Sioux river, thence along 

«i^ntf*:rij ,T.. ' 
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said river to the Missouri \ iver , thence along 
the Missouri river to the Missouri state line. 

Tf332. 24. IFabasii (1885).—The Wabavsh con
ference shall include all tha t part of the state 
of Indiana not embraced in the territory of the 
North Indiana conference and that portion of 
the state of Illinois bounded by a line running 
west from Fowler, Indiana, to a point six mi les 
west of the Chicago branch of the Illinois 
Central railroad, and thence runn ing south
west, parallel with said railroad to the south 
line of Shelby county, and thence along the 
line of the Springfield branch of the Ohio and 
Mississippi railroad, to Shawneetown. 

Tf333. 25. Colorado (1886).—The Colorado 
conference shall embrace the entire state of 
Colorado/the southern par t of Wyoming, and 
beginning at the southwest corner of the state 
of Nebraska, thence east to the southeast cor
ner of Dundy county, thence due north on the 
county lines to Dakota, thence west on the 
state line to Wyoming. 

T[ 334. 26. Nor th Minnesota (1887).—The 
North Minnesota conference shall enibrace 
those portions of Minnesota and Dakota^north 
of a line running due west from Stillwater, 
Minnesota, to Lake Lac-qui-parle, and thence 
up the north and east bank of the Minnesota 
river to the 46th parallel of latitude, and thence 
west across to the west line of North Dakota. 

Tf 335, 27. North I n d i a n a (1887).—North In-
4iaiia conference sh^ll eqibrace that part of 

Hi 
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Indiana unoccupied by the Michigan confer
ence, north and east of a line runliing east 
along the line of the Toledo, Peoria and War
saw railroad to the second principal meridian, 
thence due south to the south line of Boone 
county, thence due east to the Ohio state line. 
It shall include the whole of Union City. 

Tt 335%. 28. Nebraska (1890).-The Nebraska 
conference shall commence at the southwest 
corner of Thayer county, Nebraska, thence due 
north to the northwest corner of Platte county, 
Nebraska, thence west on the base line to the 
southeast corner of Grant county, thence north 
to the state line of South Dakota, thence east 
to the Missouri river at Yankton, thence down 
the Missouri river to the south line of Nebras
ka, thence west to the southwest corner of 
Thayer county, the place of beginning. 

Tf 336. 29. Southern California (1891).—The 
Southern California conference shall embrace 
all of the state of California not embraced in 
the California conference, together with the 
territory of Arizona. 

Tf 337. 30. Arkansas a n d Southern Mis
souri (1895).—The Arkansas and Soil thern Mis
souri conference shall embrace the state of 
Arkansas together with that part of Missouri 
ro t included in the Missouri conference. 

: * • . •-:•- H , 



GOURSES OF STUDY. 

SECTION I. 

COURSE OF STUDY FOR TRAVELING 
PREACHERS 

P R E L I M I N A R Y COURSE. 

Tf 338, English grammar, arithmetic, modern 
geography, Free Methodist Discipline, spell
ing and composition, Binney's Theological 
Compend. 

F I R S T YEAR. 

The Bible—Doctrines. 

Tf 339 Define the following doctrines, and 
give three proof texts of each: 

The existence of God; the attributes of God, 
namely, unity, spirituality, eternity, omnipo
tence, ubiquity, omniscience, immutability, 
wisdom, truth, justice, mercy, love, goodness, 
holiness; the trinity in unity; the deity of 
Christ; the humanity of Christ; the .union of 
Deity and humanitj^; personality and deity of 
the Holy Ghost; depl^vity; atonement; repent
ance; justification by faith; regeneration; 
adoption; the witness of the Spirit; growth in 
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grace; Christian perfection; possibility of 
linal apostacy; immortality of the soul; resur
rection of the body; general judgment, re
wards and punishment. 

Lee^s Theology; books I, II ; Wesley's Plain 
Account of Christian Perfection; Handbook of 
Homiletics and Pastoral Theology, by Wilson 
T.Hogg. 

Present a written sermon. ^ 
Read Wesley's Sermons, Vol. I ; Roberts' 

Fishers of Men; Briggs on the Sabbath. 

SECOND YEAR. 

The Bible—Sacraments. 

Tf 340. Baptism—its nature, design, obliga
tion, subjects and mode; the Lord's s u p p e r -
its nature, design and obligation. 

Lee's Theology, books III, IV; Hopkins' 
Outline Study of Man; Wayland's Moral Sci
ence; Nast's Introduction to the Gospels. 

Present written sermon. 
Read Wesley's Sermons, Vol. II ; Wood's Per

fect Love, and Roberts' Holiness Teachings 

THIRD YEAR. 

The Bible—History and Chronology. 

Tf341. Candidates to be prepared upon the 
leading events in the Old and New Testaments; 
Haven's Rhetoric; True's Logic, and Black
burn's Church History. 

Present written sermon. 
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Read Stevens' History of Methodism, and 
Life of Redfield. 

FOURTH YEAR. 

Tf 342. Review of the whole course. 
Butler's Analogy. 
Present written sermon. 
Read D'Aubigne's History of the Reforma

tion, and Reed's Rules of Order. 

SECTION I I . 

COURSE OF STUDY FOR LOCAL 
PREACHERS' 

'•^mmssmi- In which to be examined by the quarterly conference. 

FIRST YEAR. 

rtWkn'W—"!"--

Tf 343. Sims' Helps to Bible Study, second 
edition, and articles of religion and general 
rules as set forth in the Discipline. 

feinney's Compend. 
Read Wesley's Sermons, Vol. I, and Fishers 

of Men. 

SECOND YEAR. 

The Bible—Doctrines. 

Tf 344. Repentance, justification, adoption, 
sanctification and the divinity of Christ. 

Wesley's Plain Account of Christian Per
fection; Handbook of Homiletics, by W. T, 
Hogg. 

Read Wesley's Sermons, Vol. II , and Arthur 's 
Tongue of Fire. 

!iî V 
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SECTION III . „ 

COURSE OF STUDY FOR LOCAL 
PREACHERS 

' * . ,. 

Who wish to be ordained deacons. 

The Bible—Doctrines, same as first year for traveling preachers. 

Tf 345, Field 's Handbook of Theology, first 
half; Wesley 's P la in Account of Christian Per
fection. 

Read Ar thu r ' s Tongue of Fire, and Roberts ' 
Fishers of Men. 

COURSE OF STUDY FOR LOCAL 
DEACONS 

Who wish to be ordained elders. 
The Bible—Sacraments, history and chronology. 

Tf 346. Field 's Handbook of Theology, second 
half; Wood's Perfect Love. 

Read Wesley's Sermons, and Roberts ' Holi
ness Teachings . 

N. B.—The examination of local preachers who wish to be or
dained shall be conducted by the annual conference. 
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INCORPORATION OP CHURCHES. 

SECTION I. 

Tf 347. To hold property, every individual 
church must have a legal incorporation. This 
must be accomplished according to the laws 
of the state,or country in which the church is 
located. 

FORM OF CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION. 

Tf 348. 

We, the undersigneds two of the members of 
the church, hereafter mentioned, do hereby 
certify, that on the day of instant, 
the persons of full age, belonging to a church 
in which divine worship is celebrated, accoriB 
ing to the rites of the Free Methodist church, 
and not already incorporated, met a t the place 
of public worship heretofore occupied by the 
said church in the town of , in said 
county, for the purpose of incorporating 
themselves, and did then and there elect, by 
plurality of voices, A. B., C. D. and E. F. (not 
less than three, nor more than nine) as trustees 
of said church; and that the said persons did 
then and there also determine by the plurality 
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of voices, t ha t the said trustees and their suc
cessors should forever hereafter be called and 
known by the name, or title, of "The Trustees 
of the " 

_JSritnesS-OiirL hapnds-and-seals, th is day of— 
•...•.18. , 

Signed and s e a l e d i ^ ^ y ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ L. M. [L. S.l 
presence of S. x . ^ ^ ^ y ^ G. H. [L. s.J 

FORM OF DEED. 

Tf 349. T H I S I N D E N T U R E , Made this day 
of ..., in the year of our Lord one thous- \ 
^nd e igh t hund red and ninety , BETWEEN *^| | | |M| 

......Z..........of the first part, and. j|,iii„i, iiiwiiiiiiiiiiiiiMiiiiiiiiii 
[here inser t names of trustees and n a m e of the 
incorporat ion], t rustees in t rus t for the uses 
^ d r " p u r p o s e s hereafter mentioned, of the 
""second par t . Z.\^KJi.X.\A. J-fOlA %,, 

WITNESSETH, That the said party of the first 
part , in consideration of the sum of ...̂  •_ 
to .....duly paid, ha sold, and 
B Y THESE PRESENTS d o ^ - g r a a L a n i c o n s e y - l o - - -
the oaid pa r ty of the second par t and 
their successors in office, ALL THAT TRACT OR 
PARCEL OF LAND situated in the -Ot 

[here insert description ot 
proper ty conveyed], in t rus t for the^use and 
benefit of the members of the Free .Me hodist 
chu rch in the United States, and in further 
t rus t and confidence tha t in the house oi wor
sh ip nov^ erected, o r tha t "^^^ ^^'^^^^^' ' .^^ 
erected on said premises hereby conveyed, he 
seai i^h^iTBelprevex fiec, and in further truat„____ 

irtatoM'J4u'uwi*tM^*<i*'>*iWwrtift«'M»JWMW MlWMBaMHiWBaawi^ffluyM.I&ajB3,w)«i8 
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a n d confidence t h a t t h e sa id t r u s t e e s a n d their 
succes so r s in office sha l l p e r m i t , a t a l l t imes, 
tlie p reac l i e r s w h o m a y be d u l y au tho r i zed 
a c c o r d i n g to t he Disc ip l ine of s a i d F r e e Meth
od is t churchy to h o l d r e l i g i o u s se rv ices i n said 
h o u s e of wor sh ip , a c c o r d i n g to sa id Disc ip l ine . 
W I T H T H E APPURTENANCEVS, A n d al l t h e es

ta te , t i t le a n d in te res t the re in of t h e s a i d p a r t y 
of t h e first pa r t . A n d t h e said..... do. . 
h e r e b y c o v e n a n t a n d a g r e e to a n d w i t h the 
sa id p a r t y of t h e second pa r t , a n d t h e i r suc
cessors , t h a t t h e p r e m i s e s conveyed , i n the 
qu i e t a n d peaceab le pos se s s ion of t h e s a i d par
ty of t h e second par t , a n d t h e i r s u c c e s s o r s in 
office, .. ..he...... wi l l forever W A R R A N T A N D D E 

F E N D a g a i n s t a n y p e r s o n w h o m s o e v e r law
fully c l a i m i n g t h e s a m e or a n y p a r t thereof. 

I N W I T N E S S T H E R E O F , T h e p a r t of t he 
first p a r t h a h e r e u n t o set h a n d 
a n d seal. . t h e d a y a n d y e a r above wr i t t en . 

Sea led a n d de l ivered in t h e p r e s e n c e of 

SECTION I I . 

INCORPORATION OF THE FREE METHODIST 
CHURCH. I 

Tf 350. "An act to incorporate the Free Meth
odist General Conference of North America, 
passed Apri l 30,1873." 

The people of the state of New York, repre
sented in senate and assembly, do ena(it ^ s fol
lows: 
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SECTION l. The General Coitfeivnct^ of tlir 
Free Method i s t C h u r c h of Nor th Aniericu 
sha l l be, a n d i s h e r e b y dec la red to \)v a <oi 
po ra t e a n d po l i t i c body, l)y Xhv nnnit* SHMI Ktyh' 
of t he "Free Method i s t General (NnifenMur <»l 
N o r t h Amer i ca , " a n d b y t h a t n a m e it sluill 
h ave p e r p e t u a l success ion ; sha l l ho capahl(M»f 
s u i n g a n d b e i n g s u e d in any comM whatever ; 
a n d sha l l h a v e atid u s e a c o m m o n seal, which 

It 

t h e y m a y a l t e r a n d c h a n g e a t plcavsure. 
2. I t s h a l l be lawful for the r eguh i r IIHIII 

b e r s of s a i d g e n e r a l confi 'rence, at its re/^uhir 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l m e e t i n g s , to api)oiiit Huch <»f 
ficers, a n d to m a k e and onh i in Hiich by hiwH 
a n d r e g u l a t i o n s in re la t ion to the nianag^ii ienl 
a n d d i s p o s i t i o n of t l ieir real and |>erHuiiid 
es ta te , t h e d u t i e s of the i r on i r iTH, and Wu* 
m a n a g e m e n t of t he cori><)rate oHieeH, af< th ry 
s h a l l t h i n k p r o p e r ; ]>r()vi(led lhey are not in 
c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e conHtitution o l t h e I' n iti^d-
States . 

3. T h e s a i d cori)Oration nhall have pow^r t*» 
h o l d in t r u s t chure l i p roper ty , anH <!• . *);> i,i 
o the r beneficent, educa t iona l or pnhlihhini/, in 
s t i t u t i o n s ; a n d of taki t ig , hohrni^'; and r«'*-iv 
i n g a n y p r o p e r t y r(*al or jxrwonal or t ta / .c i 
b y v i r t ue of a n y (leviwe, he<|iMKt, j./r;nit or p u r 
chase , SUbj<H.t to the r<Htrirtion^. an<l lirn]t;3 
t i ons of ex in t ing lawn; jirovide^l th«-;inn!^;j} m 
c o m e of s u c h p roper ty nhall no t cx' •̂.'"\ thf-
s u m of two hmHlr<-d thoM^^an') f\fA\-'ir< inf̂  
t h a t the Bamr> nhall h*- ;i[>propri;jt//l U» r̂ -Aiif-̂  
iou^, oharitabhj, rrti^dionary, or educalk/rtal 

• iMoMHwii i i i i i 



168 INCORJ^ORATION OF CHURCHES. 

purposes; and to sell, deed and convey any 
real or personal property, when necessary to 
serve the purposes of the corporation. 

4. The officers of said corporation shall hold 
over until their successors are elected and 
qualified, and shall exercise such powers and 
do such duties as shall be authorized by the 
by-laws of said corporation. 

5. This act shall take effect immediately." 
I—1. The following named persons shall be 

the trustees of the "Free Methodist General 
Conference of North America," as provided for 
in the act of corporation, passed April 30,1873, 
by the legislature of the state of New York, to-
wit: J .Travis, J. G. Terrill, John Ellison, J. L. 
Ward, O. P. Rogers, D. W. Abrams. 

2. The said trustees shall have full power to 
take possession of and to receive and hold, 
subject to the order and direction of the gen
eral conf erence, any property, real, or personal, 
or mixed, which may be owned by or belong 
to the said general conference, by virtue of 
any devise, bequest, grant or purchase. 

3. T h e sa id t r u s t e e s s h a l l be d iv ided into 
two c lasses , a s follows, to-wi t : 

T h e first c l a s s s h a l l c o m p r i s e *J. E l l i son , J. 
L. Ward , G. P . R o g e r s . 

T h e s e c o n d c l a s s s h a l l c o m p r i s e J. T r a v i s , J. 
G. Ter r i l l , D. W. A b r a m s . 

IT 351. *N. B.—In 1890 S. K. J. Chesbro, J. G. Terrill and D. 
W. Abrams were elected trustees; In 1893 John Burg was chosen 
to fill a vacancy made by the death of D. W. Abrams. In 1894 E, 
P, U v̂tf Q, W. Coleman and B. R. Jones were elepted trustees. 
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The first class, elected th is year, shall hold 
their office for four years, and unt i l others are 
appointed in thei r place. 

The second class shal l hold their office eight 
years, a n d un t i l others shall be appointed in 
their place. . 

4. The said trustees shall elect their presi
dent, secretary, and treasurer, who shall per
form the duties usually pertaining to their 
office. 

5. The said trustees shall make a full report 
of all their proceedings to each successive 
general conference. 

6. If the place of any of these trustees shall 
become vacant during the intervals of a gen-

•eral conference, it shall be filled by the remain
ing trustees. 
~7̂  SEAL.~We recommend the procuring of a 

seal inscribed "The Free Methodist General 
Conference of N. A." 

8. Form of bequest of money or other per
sonal property: 

Tf 352. "I give and bequeath to the Free 
Methodist General Conference of North Amer
ica the sum of. ...dollars, to be used 
and appropriated by that body to religious, 
charitable, missionary or educational pur
poses. 

Real estate: . 
"I grant and devise [full description of the 

th^landl." 



DECISIONS AND RULES. 

DECISIONS OF SUPERINTENDENTS, 

Approved by general conferences, and general conference resolu
tions, having the force of law. 

1866. 
Tf 353. Nos. 1 and 2.—On the Secretaryship.— 

Resolved, That the secretary, when elected, 
shall hold his office until his successor is 
elected. 

That the secretary be the custodian of the 
general conference records and journal. 

Tf 354. No. 3.—On Hop-Growing.—Resolved, 
That in our opinion, the raising of hops for 
the general market is a violation of the rule of 
Discipline prohibit ing "evil of every kind"; 
and also of the rule prohibit ing the "doing of 
what we know is not for the glory of God." 

Tf 355. No. 4.—On the General Superintend
ency.—Resolved, That the executive committee 
be empowered to elect an additional superin
tendent if, in their judgment, the cause of God 
demands it. 

Tf 356. No. 5. On Missions.—Resolved, That 
the general superintendents have charge of all 
missions outside of the recogtii&ed bounds of 
Jhe annual conferences. 
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Tf357. No. 6. —On Boundaries. —Resolved, 
That any question of boundaries that may 
arise, be referred to^the executive committee. 

Tf 358. No. 7.—Disapproval of Conference 
Action.—Resolved, 1, That the action of the 
Susquehanna conference I n passing a certain 
resolution on the use of tobacco, be disap
proved; the said conference having tran
scended its powers in attempting to enact 
laws. [The resolution referred to was passed 
by the Susquehanna conference of 1886, and 
read as follows: "Resolved, Thatdf any of the 
preachers of this conference are known to 
indulge in the use of tobacco, either by 
chewing or smoking, during the coming 
year, they shall, at the next session of the con
ference, be discontinued from the traveling 
connection."] 

Tf 359. 2. t h a t the action of the Susquehan
na conference, in receiving W. J. Selby into full 
connection after but one year's trial, be disap
proved. 

Tf360. Law Question.—The following ques
tion was asked: "Has an annual conference 
authority under the Discipline, to try a pro
bationer upon charges of immoral conduct?" 

Conference voted nay 12 to 5. 

1870. 

Tf 361. On Delegates from Charges Under 
Supplies.—The decision of the president on the 
following question was sustained: Is a charge 
having one preacher appointed by an annual 
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conference, and one acting as a supply under 
the appointment of a chairman, entitled to 
two delegates in an annual conference? 

Answer, Yes. 

Tf 362. On Admitt ing Ministers to Confer
ence Seats.—The decision of the president on 
the following question was sustained: 

Is a charge having one preacher appointed 
by an annual conference, and one acting as a 
supply under the appointnient of a chairman, 
entitled to two delegates in an annual confer
ence? Answer, Yes. 

Tf 363. On the Admission of Ministers.— 
It was decided by the president that as all 
the disciplinary questions may be acted on 
at any time dur ing the session of an annual 
conference, it is r igh t to report ministers re
ceived into full connection, as having a seat in 
the conference. On motion, conference sus
tained the decision. 

Tf 364. No. 1.—On Conference Resolutions.— 
No annual conference shall pass resolutions 
or adopt reports interpreting discipline, and 
then hold any minister or member to trial for 
violating such resolutions or reports. 

Tf 365. No. 2.—Every member of our church 
in good standing, desirous of removing his 
membership to another circuit, or of uniting 
with any other evangelical church, is entitled 
to a certificate of his good standing. 

Tf 366. No 3.—On Certificates of Membership. 
—No person who wishes to leave our society, 
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without u n i t i n g with any other society or 
church, i s enti t led to a certificgjte of member
ship. 

Tf 367. No. 4.-^If complaints are niade agains t 
a member , involving immorali ty or a violation 
of ou r rules , he is entitled to a speedy trial, 
unless said complaints are otherwise disposed 
of. 

Tf 368. No. 5.—Resolved, That no secretary of 
any a n n u a l conference has a r igh t to insert 
a n y t h i n g in the conference records other than 
actual conference business. 

Tf 369; Resolved, That we disapprove of the 
pract ice of ca l l ing a quarterly conference to
gether in any other way than tha t prescribed 
by the Discipline. 

1874. 
Tf 370. Resolyed, That i t is the sense of th is 

conference tha t the rule of our Discipline, for
b i d d i n g the wear ing of gold, applies to those 
who ;jw êar gold wedding r ings. 

1878. 
Tf 371. I n the case of S. Irwin, who was re

fused admiss ion as delegate to the New York 
conference ; i t be ing claimed t h a t he was no t 
a member of the church which elected h im ; 

T h e p r e s i d e n t held, "l]hat in the admission 
o f a d e l e g a t o to which objection is made, an 
annua l conference may inquire, 

1. If the society meet ing was held and the 
election fairly conducted according to Disci
pline, 

•';•-:? • ̂ ! i u - u y j . t . i : 7 i g j ; ^ 
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conference, and one acting as a supply under 
the "appointmei^.t ^ of a chairman, entitled to 
two delegates in an annual conference? 

Answer, Yes. 

Tf362. On Admitt ing Ministers to Confer
ence Seats.—The decision of the president on 
the following question was sustained: 

I s a charge having one preacher appointed 
by an annual conference, and one acting as a 
supply under the appointnient of a chairman, 
entitled to two delegates in an annual confer
ence? Answer, Yes. 

Tf 363. On the Admission of Ministers.— 
It was decided by the president that as all 
the disciplinary questions m a y be acted on 
at any time dur ing the session of an annual 
conference, it is r ight to report ministers re
ceived into full connection, as having a seat in 
the conference. On motion, conference sus
tained the decision. 

Tf 364. No. 1.—On Conference Resolutions.-— 
No annual conference shall pass resolutions 
or adopt reports interpreting discipline, and 
then hold any minister or member to trial for 
violating such resolutions or reports. 

Tf 365. No. 2.—Every member of our church 
in good standing, desirous of removing his 
membership to another circuit, or of unit ing 
with any other evangelical church, is entitled 
to a certificate of his good standing. 

Tf 366. No 3.—On Certificates of Membership. 
—No person who wishes to leave our society. 



DECISIONS AND RULES. 173 

without uni t ing with any other society or 
church, is entitled to a certificate of member
ship. 

Tf 367. No. 4.— Îf complaints are made against 
a member, involving immorality or a violation 
of our rules, he is entitled to a speedy trial, 
unless said complaints are otherwise disposed 
of. 

Tf 368. No. 5.—Resolved, That no secretary of 
any annual conference has a r ight to insert 
anything in the conference records other than 
actual conference business. 

Tf 369. Resolved, That we disapprove of the 
practice of calling a quarterly conference to
gether in any other way than that prescribed 
by the Discipline. 

187L 
Tf 370. Resolved, That it is the sense of this 

conference that the rule of our Discipline, for
bidding the wearing of gold, applies to those 
who ;svear gold wedding rings. 

1878. 
Tf 371.i In the case of S. Irwin, who was re

fused admission as delegate to the New York 
conference ; it being claimed that he was not 
a member of the church which elected him ;• 

Thepresident held, "That in the admission 
of a delegate to which objection is made, an 
annual conference may inquire, 

1. If the society meeting was held and the 
election fairly conducted according to Disci
pline, 
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2. if the re turns were correctly made. 
3. If the person elected was eligible. 

But the chair decided that each society has 
the r ight to determine who are its members ; 
that an annual conference has no r ight to de
cide who are or who are not members of any 
particular society." 

This decision was appealed from, and the 
conference voted not to sustain the cha i r^by 
11 nays, 5 xeas. 

This action was reported by the committee 
on conference records, of the general confer
ence of 1878, as a violation of Discipline. The 
report was adopted, thus sustaining the deci
sion of the president. 

Tf 372. No. 1.—On Leaving the Appointments 
of Preachers to the Presidents of Conferences. 
—Resolved, That we unanimously disapprove 
of the practice of leaving the appointments of 
preachers to the presidents of the conferences, 
that seems to be growing upon us, as the re
cords of the annual conferences show. 

N. B.—This resolution was first adopted bythe committee on 
conference records, and on presentation in their report was 
adopted by the general conference-

Tf 373. No. 2.—On Past Enactments, Resolu
tions, etc.—Resolved, That all enactments, de
cisions and resolutions of the various rreneral 
conferences, that are inconsistent wiili our 
Discipline, as revised by this general confer
ence, are hereby repealed* 
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Tf 374. No. 3.—On vSalaries of General Super
intendents.—^ResoIved, That the salaries of 
our general superintendents be raised by con
ference collections; and that the executive 
committee be instructed to make the appor
tionment to the respective conferences and so 
arrange the time for taking the collections for 
the same among said conferences that some 
shall be taken in each quarter of the year. 

. 1882. 
Tf 375. On the Membership of Probationers 

in Annual Conferences.—The following ques
tions were answered by B. T. Roberts at the 
Genesee conference, 1882: 

1. Are preachers on probation in an annual 
conference still members of a society? An
swer, No. 

2. Should they be reported from the circuit 
as local preachers? Answer, No. 

3. Should their licenses be renewed by the 
quarterly conference, as others? Answer, No. 

TI 376. Women Eligible as Delegates.—B. T. 
Roberts decided at the New York conference 
that women are eligible to election as delegates 
to the annual conference. Approved. 

Tl 377. The following questions were asked 
and answered at the general conference of 
1882: 

1. If a preacher believes the Bible to be op
posed to women taking a part in the govern
mental affairs of the church, and has not 
hitherto regarded the language of the Disci
pline as a^dmifting of the election of women as 

•*» 
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delegates to the annual conference, is he 
bound by the action of this Conference to rule 
that the Discipline does now admit of it? 

Answer—By President B. T. Roberts: I t i s 
my opinion that he is. 

2. Would it be maladministration of Disci
pline to rule that it is not disciplinary to elect 
vyomen as delegates? 

Answer—In my opinion it would. 
The general conference approved these an

swers as correct. 
Tf 378. Absent Delegates.—Resolved, That it 

is the sense of this conference, that a delegate 
is not a member of an annual or a general 
conference unti l he is present, and has pre
sented his credentials. 

Tf 379. Preserving Original Minutes.—Re
solved, That the secretaries of the several con
ferences be required to keep the original or so-
called rough minutes, as approved by the 
conference, in a book to be preserved with the 
journal . 

1886., 
Tf 380. Resolved, That when a certificate is 

given to a m e m b e r of our church who wishes 
to unite with some other evangeliCaL denoiini-
iiation, the certificate shall read asfo l lyws: 
"A. B», the bearer, wishing to become a member 
of another evangelical church, we hereby cer
tify that he has been an acceptable member of 
the Free Methodist church. His membership 
in the Free Methodist church ceases when this 
certificate is given.' iX̂  
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Tf 381. The following questions were asked 
and answered at the general conference of 
1886: 

1. If a certificate of membership be given a 
member of one of our churches, and that mem
ber shall, at a subsequent time, present his 
certificate of membership to one of our 
churches in some other place, he having, 
since the reception of the certificate, been 
guilty of unchristian conduct, is the church to 
which the certificate shall be presented obliged 
to receive the certificate? 

Answer—By President B. T.Roberts: I t i s . 
2. When an annual conference organizes a 

a circuit and offers a preacher to it, but the 
preacher declines to travel it, and the chair
man being unable to supply it with another 
preacher, may he blend the unsupplied circuit 
with an adjacent circuit without the consent of 
the official board of the unsupplied circuit. 

Answer—By President B. T. Roberts: I think 
he could not. 

3. When a preacher has been appointed to a 
circuit, has the chairman a r ight to appoint 
said preacher to the charge of another circuit 
while he retains charge of the first? 

Answer—By President B. T. Roberts: No. 
He may add to the circuit, bu t cannot appoint 
a preacher to two circuits at the same time. 

4. The following question was asked at the 
sixteenth session of the Kansas annual con
ference, and was answered by President B. T. 
Roberts; from whose decision an appeal was 
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taken to the general conference of 1886, by 
which the decision of the president w.as unani
mously sustained: 

If a man in his sinful state be divorced from 
his wife, but not on scriptural grounds, and 
she be married to another m a n , after which 
the divorced man becomes converted and joins 
our church, do the facts in the case as afore 
stated clear him in the eyes of the law, the 
eyes of God and the eyes of our Discipline, so 
that he has the r ight to marry again? The 
president decided that in the case stated, the 
legal divorce separates the man from his wife 
in the eyes of the law, and that the subsequent 
marriage of the woman separates the man 
fromthe woman in a scriptural sense; he is 
therefore entitled to divorce on scriptural 
grounds; but as he cannot obtain it, he is in 
the sense of the scripture entitled to marry 
again. 

Resolved, That the reports adopted by the 
annual conference should be kept on file and 
not recorded i n t h e journal , except the finan
cial reports, and such as may be recorded by 
order of the annual conference. 

Whereas, Conflicting decisions by the super
intendents in the intervals of the general con
ference, are liable to make divisions, and tend 
to annoy and confuse the spirit of harmony 
among us, therefore, 

Resolved, That when one of the general 
superintendents has rendered a decision on 
any point of law in any annual conference. 
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vsaid decision shall be the rule in the cavSe, un
til the decision is reversed by the general con
ference. 

1894. 
Tf 382. Resolved, That when satisfactory 

evidence is received that a'conference niinister 
has united with another church, he shall be 
considered as having withdrawn from the 
church and the conference, and shall be so 
recorded on the conference journal. 

Tl 383. 1. Rev. J. G. Witham of North Michi
gan conference, having withdrawn from the 
church, was given a letter by Superintendent 
Hart, s tat ing that he had been an ordained 
elder in the North Michigan conference, and 
recommending him "to all Christian people." 
He afterwards presented the letter to the same 
conference, and Superintendent Coleman de
cided that he could not be received on the 
letter—that he was out of the church. The 
committee on general superintendency recom-
rnended that the decision be approved. The 
recommendation was adopted by the confer-

Tf 384. 2. Decision by the Chair.—'^Can the 
appellate court go outside of the grounds of 
appeal as submitted to it by the appellant?" 

Answer: "In the decision, I should say it 
must confine itself to the grounds of the ap
peal in the case. I t is entitled, however, to all 
that will throw light upon the appeal as pre
sented." 

Tf 385. 3. '^Does the Discipline make final 
the decision of the committee on appeals with
out approval by the general conference when 
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such committee renders its verdict while 
the general conference that appointed i t is in 
session?" 

Answer: "The Discipline makes the decision 
of a committee on appeals final. There can be 
no appeal therefrom." 

Tf 386. 4. At the close of the election of the 
general superintendents, E. P. Har t moved 
That it is the sense of the conference that W. 
T. Hogg is entitled to his seat and office as 
general superintendent until the close of this 
session. Superintendent Coleman in the chair 
decided that it would be proper to place the 
newly-elected superintendent in the chair if 
the conference saw fit to do so. An appeal 
was taken from the decision, and the confer
ence refused to sustain the chair. W. T. Hogg 
was thus authorized to act as superintendent 
nntil the final adjournment of the conference. 

Tf 387. 5. The committee on superintend
ency reported that at the session of the West 
Kansas conference an appeal from a quarterly 
conf erence came before that body, complain
ing of the refusal of the quarterly conference 
to renew the license of a woman on the ground 
that the Discipline did not authorize the 
licensing of women to preach. Superintend
ent Roberts in the chair rendered the follow
ing decision: 

"Sex in itself i^ not, according to our disci
pline and usages, a sufficient reason for with
holding a local preacher's license. Therefore, 
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it was a violation of our discipline and usages 
to refuse to renew the license of the person in 
question, solely because she is a woman." 

The committee disapproved of the decision. 
The conference, by a vote of 45 to 26 adopted 
the report of the committee. 

Tf 388. A resolution being offered during the 
sitting of Thursday afternoon, October 24,1894, 
to reconsider the action locating the publish
ing house at Chicago, the chair decided that a 
vote by ballot could not be reconsidered. An 
appeal from the decision was taken and the 
conference refused to sustain the chair. 

Tt 3^^- Resolution.—In response to a memo
rial from the Southern California conference 
in regard to. the wearing of neckties, the con
ference adopted the following: 

"It is the sense of the conference that this 
matter is one concerning which 'every man 
should be fully persuaded in his own mind,' 
and guided by his personal convictions." 

a H 
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[NOTE.—The figures standing alone refer to the numbers of the 
paragraphs, U^. Those in parentheses, to the divisions of said 
paragraphs.! 

Absence--
Of preachers from circuits, how supplied, 127. 
Of members from trial, 255. 

A c c u s e d -
See charges, complaints, crimes, offences and privileges 

68 (3),240,244, 245,252. 

A d d r e s s -
General, 1-13. 
To candidates for baptism, 282, 
To parents of children to be baptized, 279. 
At the Lord's supper, 289. ^ 
To candidates for elder's orders, 293. ^̂  • ,, 
To candidates for matrimony, 302, 303. ' 

Admission— 
To membership, conditions, 40. , 
On probation, conditions, 45. 
To full connection, 46. 
Of preachers to annual conference, on trial, 118. 
In full connection, n9. 
To elder's orders, 111. 
To local orders, 142. 
Deacons, 113. 
Local deacons, 141. 
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A m e n a b l e -
General superintendeiits, 104. 
Traveling preachers, 265. 
Traveling preachers on trial, 260, 375 (i, 2, 3). 
General evangelists, 153. 
Conference evangelists, 149,154. 
Local evangelists, 147. 
Local preachers, 143, 257. 
Members of the church, 251, 253. 

A r b i t r a t i o n -
Cases in which to apply, 271. 
Preacher in charge shall recommend, 271. 
Method of, 271. 
Appeal from, 272. 
Second method, 272. 
No appeal from the second, 272. 
Refusal to, subject to expulsion, 273. 

Articles of Religion. 
Subscribed to by members, 46 (6). 
Subscribed to by preachers. 116, ii9. 
How they may be changed, 68 (i) , 69. 

A p p a r e l -
Modest, 8. 
Not adorned, 8, 46 (4), 49. 
Not costly, 46 (4). 

Appeal-
Not to be denied, 68 (3). 
Court of, 74» 9i» 255. 261. 
Of members to quarterly conferences, 255. 
Of members, how forfeited, 255. 
Of. district elders, 267. 
Of traveling preachers, 267. 
Of local preachers, 261. 

Appointments— 
Of traveling preachers, 9, 81. 
Of traveUng prciiclicrs, li'.iiitcd, 81. 
Among colored people, 81. 
Among foreign-speaking people, 8i, 

'*sOi 
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Appointments—continued. 

Of local preachers, 144. 
Of district elders, 105 (ii)-io8. 
By district elder, restriction, 105 (9). 
Preachers may be left without, 83, 84. 
Not to be left to presidents, 372. 
Of evangelists by annual eonference, 149. 
Of general evangelists, 150. 
By evangelists, 154. 

Appropriations-
See support. 

Bands-
Bands and workers, 156., 

B o a r d s -
Mission, 187. 
Conference claimants, 200. 
Church extension, 208. 
Education, 218. 

Baptism-
Its nature, 31. 
Of infants, 31. 
Modes of, 277. 
No charge for, 278. 
Performed by elders, 112. 
Performed by deacons, 114. 
Ordqr for infants, 279, 281. 
Order for adults, 282, 283. 

Books— 
To be supplied, 125 (6). 
Bad, not to be read, 41. 

Borrowing— 
Without probability of paying, forbidden, 41. 

Boundaries— 
Conference, 309-338.. 
Disputes about, how settled, 357. 

Bribery— 
To be suppressed, 136, 
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Buildings-
See churches. 

Buying- -^ . 
And selling, 41, 136 (i). 

Burial of the D e a d -
Order for, 307, 308, 

Call to Preack— 
Marks of, 157. 

Candidates-
See evangelists, preachers, orders, &c. 

Camp Mee t ings -
How appointed and held, 91 (5). 

Canonical Books—18. 
Catalogue-

Members' iiames, 126. 

Certificates of Membership— 
To be given by preacher in charge, 126(5). 
None should remove without, 126 (5). 
Time of validity, 126 (5). 
Consequence of neglecting, 126 (5). 
Who are entitled to receive, 365, 366. 
Form to be used in withdrawing, 380. 
Of preacher transferred, 102 (6). 
Of preacher locating, 115. 
Of preacher ordained, 117. 

Challenge— ^ 
Right oi, 245. 

Charges— 
252, 253, 258, 260, 263. 
Form of a bill of, 269. 
Procedure on, 269. 
See complaints, crimes, and offenses. 

Children-
May be baptized, 46, 279. 
Duty of instructing them, 119 (14), 177. 
See Sunday schools, 

•wmiMi 
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Choir Singing— . 
Prohibi ted, 10, 170 (6). 

Christ-
His Godhead and manhood, 15. 
His sacrifice, 15, 32, 33, 288. 
Resurrection, 16. 

Christian-
Man's goods, 35. 
Man's oath, 36. 

Church, the— 
Its nature, 29. 
Rites and ceremonies, 34. 
Free Methodist, reason for its formation, 3,4. 
Free Methodist, origin, 3, 4. 

' Free Methodist, organized, 5. 
Free Methodist, character, 6, 7. 
Free Methodist, doctrines, 14-36. 

C h u r c h e s -
Free Methodist, to be built plain, 233. 
Free Methodist, seats to be free, 12, 68 (2), 349. 
Free Methodist, to be without debt, 234. 
Free Methodist, not to be on leased land, 235, 
Free Methodist, to be secured by deed, 236. 
Free Methodist, to be under care of pastor, 239. 
How incorporated, 347, 348. 
Certificate of incorporation, 348. 
Deed of property, 349. 

C i r c u i t s -
Representation, 75 (2). 
Charge of, 81, 85, 105, (2). 
Under care of official board, 95, 100. 
Under care of district elder, 105 [i] , 151. 
May be divided by disjirict elder, 105 [10]. 
Must pay expenses of district elder, 10$ [3I. 
Blending two into one, 381 [2]. 

Circuit M e e t i n g s -
Annual, 96. 
President of, 96. 
Secretary of, 96, 

•• " v 
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Circuit Heetittgs—continued. 

Time ot holding, 96. 
Elect delegates to annual conference, 75, 97. 
Elect stewards, 98,167. 
Receive reports of trustees, 99. \ 
Special, how called, 100. 
Shall recommend for exhorter's license, 95 [8]. 
Elect Sunday school superintendents, 179. 
Receive members into full connection, 47. 
Request removal of pastor, 105 [7]. 
Elect trial committees, 253. 

Claimants— 
Who are, 202. 
Fund for, how raised, 201. ^ 
Fund, disbursed by, 205. 
Allowance to, 180; 
Allowance to missionaries, 203. 

ClasBes--
How formed, 126 14]. 

Class L e a d e r s - " ^ 
Qualifications of, 164. 
How nomidated and appointed, 125 [4], 
Time of election, 158. 
Duties of, 39,159,172. 
To be examined by preachers, 125 [3], 
Members of quarterly conference, 87. 
Members of official board, 92. 
Improper leaders, 161. 

Class Meetings-
Origin of, 37, 172. 
Attendance on, required, 46,174. 
Rules concerning. 172-174. , • • 
Neglect of, how to deal with, 174. 
General, when held, 173. 

Collections-
See support, missions, claimants, church extension, etc. • 

Committees— 
On trial of members, 251, 253, 255. 
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Committees—continued. 

On trial of preachers, 262-266. 
Of investigation of debts, etc., 274. 
Of investigation ot neglect oi work, 262. 
Of investigation of arbitration, 271, 272. 
On appeal cases, 247, 266, 268. 
On estimating preacher's salary, 184. 

C o m p l a i n t s -
Breaking general rules, 44. 
Sinful tempers, words or acts, 243. 
Neglect of duties, 251, 256, 262. 
Sabbath breaking, 136. 
Evil speaking, 136. 
Lightness, 136. 
Bribery, 136. 
Smuggling, 136. 
Conformity to the world in dress, 44,136 
Non-payment of debt, 41, 136, 274. 
Insolvency and fraud, 253. 
Refusing to submit to arbitration, 271-3. 
Unscriptural divorce, 53. 
Belongiiig to secret societies, 41, 46 [5I. 
Neglecting class, 174. 
Removing without letter, 126 [51. 
Disseminating false doctrines, 256. 
Inefficiency, want of usefulness, 265. 
Leaving work, 115, 262. 
See crimes. 

Conditions— 
Of salvation, unchanged, 6. 
Of membership, see admission. 

Conference Boundaries-
Arkansas, 337. 

. California, 327, 
Canada, 321. 
Central Illinois, 320. 
Colorado, 333. 
East Michigan, 328. 
Genesee, 309. 
JUi|i9i§,3t9. 
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Conference Boundaries—continued. 
Iowa, 316. 
Kansas, 313. 
Louisiana, 329. 
Michigan, 312. 
Minnesota and Northern Iowa, 314. 
Missouri, 323. 
Nebraska, 335M-
New York, 315. 
North Indiana, 335. 
North Michigan, 318. 
North Minnesota, 334. 
Ohio, 319. 
Oregon, 330. 
Pittsburg, 326. 
South Dakota, 325. 
Southern California, 336. 
Susquehanna, 311. • 
Texas, 322. 
Wabash, 332. 
West Iowa, 331. 
West Kansas, 324, 
Wisconsin, 317. 

Conferences— « 
Deportment at, 58. 
All composed of preachers and laymen, 9, 59. 

Conferences, Annual-
Members of 75, 371, 378. 
Names of, 76. • 
Shall appoint place of meeting, 77-
Shall elect a secretary, 78. 

.Shall elect a president, when, 78. 
Shall act as one body, 79" 
May divide, 79. 
Shall appoint district elders, 80. 
Shall elect lay members of stationing .committee, 8i. 
Who are eligible to stationing committee, 81. 
Shall appoint committee on elaimants, 82. 
May leave a preacher without appointment, 83, 
May locate a preacher, 84. 
Jurisdiction ^s to preachers, 265. 
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Conferences, Annual—continued. 
As an appellate court, 266. 
May not make law, 358, 364. 
May receive preachers on trial, 118. 

. Term of probation in, 119, 359 [21. 
Has no authority to try probationers, 3(50. 
Cannot decide who are members of the church, 371. 
Cannot leave appointments to the president, 372. 
Women are eligible as delegates, 376. 
Recording reports of, 381. 
Effect of law decisions in, 376. 
Cannot readmit preacher on certificate of withdrawal, 383. 
Names of, 76, 309-38. 
Boundaries, " 
Time of meeting, 77. *% 
President, 102 fSJ. 
Deliberations,, mode of, 79. , 
Powers of, 77, 79-86. 
Under regular questions, 86. 
Call extra general conferences, 62. 
Vote on changes of general,rules, articles of religion, etc., 69 
Elect delegates to general conference, 59-61. 
Elect president, pro tem., 78. 
Elect district elders, 80. 
Elect elders, 86 [7], III. 
Elect deacons, 86 [61, 113. 
License and appoint evangelists, 148-9. 
Admit preachers, trial, full connection, 86, 118-9. 
Locate preachers, 86 [8], 115, 265. 
Superannuate preachers, 86 [g]. 

ij Permit withdrawal of preachers, 86 [11]. 
' Try and expel preachers, 243, 250, 256, 262-6. 

Examine character of preachers, 86 [13]. 
Examine character of general superintendent, 104. 

: Give certificates of transfer, 102 [6]. 
Establish missions, 198. 
Receive reports of missionary board, 195. , 
Receive and appropriate missionary funds, 198-9. 
Raise and appropriate funds for superannuated preachers 

their widows and orphans, 86 [20], 183, 207. 
Sunday schools, 86, (17, 18). 
Superintendent's salary, 86, (16), 374. 
Hear appeals from the quarterly conferences, 261, 266, 268. 
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Conferences, Oeneral— 
Members of, 59, 60, 353, 386. 
Time of meeting, 63. 
Extra sessions, 62. 
Incorporation, 350, 351. 
Quorum, 64. 
President, 65. 
Secretary, 66. 
Deliberations, 67, 
Division of house, 67. -
Powers of, 68. 
Legislation, past acts of, rescinded, 3^3. 
Restrictions, 67-8. 
Election of superintendents, 66, 73, Toi. 
Election of secretary, 66. 
Election of missionary board, 187. 
Election of members of trustee board, 350 (2). 
Try appeals, 268. 
Pass on decisions of superintendents, 102 (8). 
Form new conferences, 102 (7). 

Conferences, Q u a r t e r l y -
Members of, 87. 
Times of meeting, 88. 
Place, 88. 
President, 89, 257. 
Secretary, 90. 
May not be called otherwise than regularly, 369. 
Powers of, 91, 141,142,147,148, 255, 257, 260. 272, 
May hear and try complaints, 91 (1), 257, 260. 
May try appeals of lay members, 91 (2), 255. 
May appoint arbitrators, 272. 
May hold camp meetings, 91 (5). 
May grant local preacher's license, 91 (4). 

, May grant evangelists' license, i47« 
May renew licenses, 91 (3). 
May examine local preachers, 91 (4), 141,143. 
May examine evangelists, 91. 
Recommend preachers to annual conterence, 91 (4)-
May recommend local preachers for orders, 141, 142. 
May recommend evangelists to the annual conference, 148. 
Approve o l the appointment of district elder, 108, 
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Conferences, Quarterly—continued. 
May provide for support of district elder, no. 
May require report oi pastor concerning Sunday schools, 178. 

Conversation-
Unprofitable, 41. 

Counsel— . 
Who entitled to choose, 244. 

Course of Study^ 
For preachers t ravel ing-

Preliminary, 338. 
First year, 339. 
Second year, 340. 
Third year, 341. * 
Fourth year, 342. 

For local preachers-
First year, 343. 
Second year, 344. 
Seeking deacon's orders, 345. 
Seeking elder's orders, 346. 
Examination therein required of local preachers, 91, 141. 
Examination therein required for orders, 141-2. 
Traveling preachers, 111-13. 

C r i m e s -
Gross immorality, 259, 263. 
See complaints. 

Deacons— 
When and how elected, 86 (6), 113. 
How ordained, 297-301. 
When local preachers are eligible to orders of, 141. 
Duties of, 114,143. 
Ceasing to travel, 115. 
How constituted, 113. 
Prellminai*y service, before ordination, 113. 
Suspension of, 115, 262, 263. 
Appeal of, 248, 249, 266-8. 
Amenability of, 265-6. 

Death— 
Of preachers, inquired of, 86 (14). 
Burial service in case of, 307, 308. 
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Debts— 
Not to be improperly,contracted, 41. 
Preachers to be free from, 119 [16], 
Preachers not to contract, on church property, 126 [81. 
Disputes concerning, etc. 271-6. 
Insolvency and fraud, 274-6. 

Deed 
Church property, form. 349-
See church buildings. 

Decisions— 
Of presidents, 

Subject to appeal. 102 [8]. ^ . .„ ^^^ church, 37i. . 
On who shall decide as to membersmp 
On admitting to conference, 363. _ 
On delegates from charges supplied, 3(̂ 2. 

On eligibility of ™ome„ as ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ H ^ , „, „ „ , ^ , . 
On conterence resolutions •'"""f'" .uu^ches, 365. 
On letters to members p - f *° "^ ' ^ f^ 'L" chu^^h. 3« . On members withdrawmg. not jommg a y 

Onspeedytr ia lsforaccusedmenb rs^^^^^^^ 
Maladministration to refuse a seal i 

o n the r a l K i church letters held by unworthy persons 

OnthfblSingofcircuits^^^^^^^^^^ 
On the appointment of preachers 

On a case of divorce, 381 UL 

t l ^ e - - - S - ^ ^ e of the grounds o. the 

o n t h S a - t H e decisions ol courts o. appeal. 3HS. 

o n licensing women to preach 3^^^^^^^^ 

On the term of g^"^'^'>';"P'" „eral conference, 353-• On the secretaryship of thegener 

On hop-S^^i"! ;^^;^ „„ missions], 356-
i OnmissionsLseei-u.it' 

On boundaries, 357. ^,Hnor laws. 358. 
o n annual conferences enacting laws._̂ 3̂ Ŝ ^ 
On annual conferences t r y m g p ^^^^^.^^_ ^ ^ ^ 
On delegates fepresentmgcucu 

• ^ 

• - ^ _ , . « - « u M » . .»i-ii'lLgg!!*g 
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Decisions—continued. 
On shortening the probation of preachers, 359. 
On ministers being enrolled as soon as admitted, 363. 
On the interpolations of conference secretaries in the 

minutes, 368. 
On the calling of quarterly conferences, 369. 
On application of rule on gold, 370. 
On who shall determine the church relationship of a mem

ber, 371. 
On what the conference may inquire, 371. 
On leaving minister to be appointed'by the president, 372. 
On the effect of new legislation on the old, 373-
On the salaries of superintendents, 374-
On the church relationship of preachers on trial, 375-
On a delegate not being a member of a conference until he 

is enrolled, 378. 
Secretaries to preserve the rough minutes, 379. 
Form of certificate for a person about to join another 

church, 380. 
On reports adopted by annual conferences, 381 [6]. See 

resolution. 
On conflicting decisions of the superintendents, 381, [7]. 

See resolutton. 
On the relation of ministers uniting with other churches, 

382. 
On the validity of a letter of withdrawal, 383. 
On reconsidering a vote by ballot, 388. 
On the application of the rule on dress to wearing neckties 

389. 
D e l e g a t e s -

Lay members of general conference, S9-
Lay members of annual conference, 75. 
To general conference, expenses of, 86 [21I. 103. 
Women may be, 376-7. 
Circuits under supply entitled to, 361-2. 
Absent, no<̂  counted, 378. 

Diligence-
Enjoined, 42, 120. 

Discipline— 
Of Free Methodist church t'^ be subscribed to, 13. 
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Discipline—continued. 
Must be kept by probationers, 4$* 
Must be kept by members, 46 163< 
Mustbe kept by preachers, 119 (9^. 
Must be enforced, 44, 49, 50, 52,105 [al, 136 [4]. 

Disorder ly-
Persons to be reproved, 39 f2j, 251, 256. 
Persons dealt with, page 45 [7J. 

Disputes— 
About debts, etc., 271-6. 

Disapproval— 
Of annual conference action. 358-9, 369. 372, 386. 

DistrictElder—see elders. \ . 

D i s t r i c t s -
Missionary, pages 94-5. 
Of annual conferences, 80. 
Elders of, see district elders. 

Diversions-
Sinful, forbidden, 41. 

Divorce-
Law of, page 28. 
Resolution concerning, 381 (4). 

Doctrines— 
Of Free Methodist church, 14-36. 

D r e s s -
See apparel. 

Drunkenness— 
41.55-57. . • 

Duties— 
Of members, 41-4. 

Ent;ire Sanctification— 
See sanctification. 

E l d e r s -
How constituted and ordained, i n , 290-6. 
Probation tor ordination of. III. 

• • • • i 
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Elders—continued. 

Are under annual conference jurisdiction,'86 (7). 
Duties of, 112. 
Eligible to election as presidents pro teip, 78 (2). 
Eligible to election as district elders, 80. 
Eligible to election as general superintendents, loi. 
Eligible to election as members of general conference, 61. 
Eligible to election as members of executive committee, 70-

72. 
Local, how made, 142. 
Ceasing to travel, 115. 

Elders, District-
How appointed, 80,106-8. 
Duties of, 105 (i-ii). 
Term of office, 105 (11). 
Jurisdiction, 109. 
How supported, no. 
Suspension of, 264. 

Elders, T rave l i ng -
How constituted, in , 290-6. 
Duties of, 112. 
Suspension of, 115. 
Amenability of, 256, 265. 
Trial of, 262-3. 
Appeal of, 248-9, 266-8. 

Equal Eights— 
Of preachers and laymen, 9, 12. 

• ,, I t 

Evangelists-
Defined, 146. 
Local, how appointed, 147. 
Annual conference, appointed, 149. 
General, how appointed, 150. 
Duties of general, 150-5. 
Not to interfere with other preacher's work, 154. 
Support of, 155. 
Amenability of, 147,153. 
District elders may act as, 105 (5). 
Membership in official board, 92. 
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Evangelists—continued. 
Membership in quarterly conference, 87. 
Course of study tor, 147,3^3-4. 

E v i l -
Speaking, how to cure, 120 (6), 136. 
For evil forbidden, 41. 

Examination— 
Of character, see amenability. 

Executive Committee-
How composed, 70. 
A court of appeals, 74,267. 
Vacancies in, how filled, 72. 
Shall meet, 71-4. 
Quorum, 71. 
May elect superintendents, 73, 355. 
President of, 74. 
May consent to formation of new conferences, 102 (7). 
Has charge of publishing interests, 74. 
May settle disputes about boundaries, 357. 
May fix the salaries of superintendents, 374. 

Exhorters— 
How licensed, 95 (9-io). 
Are members of quarterly conference, 87. 
Are members of official board, 92. 

Expel— 
See penalties. 

Ex t ens ion -
Board of church, chap, xll; 208-17. 

Easting-
Enjoined, 43. 
Recommended, 119 (16). -

Easts-
Quarterly to be held, 126 (9). 

Fai th-
In Christ, 22. 
In the Holy Trinity, 14. 
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Feeding— 
The hungry enjoined, 42. 

Fe l lowsh ip -
Pledged, 46, [7]. 
With other Christians, 139. 

F i g h t i n g -
Forbidden, 41. 

F o r e i g n -
Speaking people, appointments \mong, 81. 

Forms of Procedure— 
For official boards, page 45. 
For church trials, page 115. 
Of certificates of incorporation, 34? 
For deed, 349. 
Bequest, 352. 

Frauds— 
To be proceeded against, 126, 275-6. 

F r u g a l i t y -
Enjoined, 42. 

Freewill—21. 

Full Connection-
See admission. 

Future Punishments—7. 27. 
General Conference-

See conferences. 

Genexal R u l e s -
Rules written on awakened hearts, 44. 
Rules must be read, 126 [7]. 
Rules must be enforced, 44. See discipline. 
Rules, how guarded, 68 [ i] . 
Rules, how changed, 69, 

General Superintendency— 
Maintained, 68. ; 

General Superintendents-
How elected, 66, 73, loi. 
Term of office, 9, loi. 

file:///mong
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General Superintendents—continued. 
To travel, 9,102 [ i ] . 
Preside at general conference, 65,102 [8]. 
Preside at annual conference, 9. 78,102 [8]. 

, Preside in executive committee. 74,102181. 
Preside in stationing committee, 81. 
Decide law questions, 102 [8]. 
Call sessions ol executive committee, 71. 
Fix times of annual conferences, 77. 
Fill vacancies in district eldership, io8. 
Form new conferences, 102 [7]. 
Give parchments, 117. 
Call committees of inquiry in case of traveling preachers, 

262. 
Decide on validity of challenge, 245. 
Preside at trial of preachers, 266. 
Preside at appeals at general conference, 268. 
Amenable, where, 104. 

,,.j,....,̂ ^^ ĴLd4Uional, how elected, 355. 
Support of, 86 [16], 374. <j 

Go ld -
Not to be worn, 8, 41, 46 [4]. 
Wedding rings forbidden, 370. 

Golden R u l e -
Applies to all, 8, 41̂  

Goods— 
Of Christian men, 35. 

Government— 
Of Free Methodist church, its nature, 9. 
Found in its Discipline, 13. 

Gospel-
How it should be supported, II. 
Support of, see support. 
iPreaching to the poor, 12. 

Grace, Means of— 
Public worship, 169. 
Singing, 170. 
Sacraments, 30, 277-89. 
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Grace, Means of—continued. 
Love feasts, 171. ^ 
Sunday-schools, 175-9. 
Watch nights, 125 [5]. 
Camp meetings, 91 [5]. 
Quarterly meetings, 105 [4-5I. 
Personal and family, 43,124. 

Helping— 
In business, 42, 

Ho l ines s -
See sanctification. 

Holy G h o s t -
Believed in, 10. 
His work, 10. * 
Manifestations, 10. 
Article on, 17. 
Witness required, 45-6! il , 119 [2I. 

Hop G r o w i n g -
Forbidden, 354. 

Improper Temper s -
See offences. 

I m m o r a l i t y -
See crimes. 

Incarnation— 
Of Christ, 15. 

Incorporation—^ 
Of churches, 34, 348. 
Of general conference of the Free Methodist church of 

North America, 350. 
Certificate of, 350. 
Trustees of, 351. 

Infant Baptism— 
. Retained, 31. , 

Form of, 279-83. 

InBolvenoy— 
S^e^efetS §u^ qpmplaints, . 
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lastruction— 
Of children, 119 [14]. 
See Sunday schools. 

Itinerant Ministers— 
To be retained, 68 (2). 

Journals— 
Of annual conference to be examined, 78. 
Of quarterly conference to be examined, 90. 

Justification— 
By faith, 22. 
Sin after, 25. 
Differs from sanctification, 26. 

Labor— 
With offenders, 44, 240-1, 251, 256. 

L a w -
Questions, 360, 375 (1-3). 377 d. 2), 381 (1-4)r 384-5. 
Going to, with brothers, 41, 273. 

Lay Delegation— 
To be maintained, 68 (2). 

L a y m e n -
Have equal power with preachers, 67,79. 
Are members of general conference, 59. 
Are members of annual conference, 75. 
Are members of executive committee, 76. , 
Are members of stationing committee, 9, di. 
Are members of trial committee, 253, 257.262-3, a6&.. 

L e a d e r s -
See class meeting:^. 

L i q u o r -
Buying or selling forbiddetii 41. 

Licenses— 
Of local preachers, 91. 
Of evangelists, 147. 
Qf exhorters, 95, (8, 9). 

][40cal Preachers-^ 
§§epreacto§, / 
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Xocatioii-
By annual conference, 84, 86 (8), 115. 

Lord's Prayer— 
When to use, 169 (5), 281, 287-308. 

Lord's Suj)per— 
Its design, 32. 
To be received, 43,119 (7), 124 (3). 
Unfermented wine to be used, 56. 
To be administered by elders, 112. 
Deacons may assist at, 114. 
Order of its administration, 286-9. 

Love Feasts— 
To be held, 125 (5), 171. 
Who may be admitted, 171. 

Magistrates— ^ 
Speaking evil of, 41. 

Maladministration— 
To exclude women from general conference, 377 (2). 

M a r r i a g e -
Chapter on, so. 
Performed by elders, 112. 
Performed by deacons. 114. 
Form of solemnizing, 302-6. 

Mee t ings -
Class, siee class meetings. 
Official, see official meetings. 
Quarterly, see quarterly meetings. 

Methodism-
Its origin, 1,37-8. 
Its spread and decline, 2, 
Its doctrines, 7,14-36. 
See Free Methodism. 

Methodist Episcopal Church— 
Genesee conference of, thrust out niembers unjustly, 3, 4. 

Members-
See admission, and certificates. 
Also, conferences. 
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Membership-
Basis of representation in general conference, 60. 
Of local preachers supplying, 145. 
Of local preachers, 143. 

M i n u t e s -
Original, to be preserved, 379. 
See journal, and records. 

M i s s i o n s -
Chapter on, 187-99. 
General, 86 [16]. 
Conference missions. 86 [16I. 
Ordinations for, i n . 
Support of, 197-9. 
Charge of, 198. 
Conferences may organize, 198. 

Missionary B o a r d -
Composition and duties, 187-99. 
Monies of to be deposited, how and where, 192. 
Reports of, 195. 
To fix the amount for superannuated missionaries, 203. 
Is conference claimants' board, 200. 

"** Is church extension board, 208. 
Shall meet annually, 189. \ 

Missionary M e e t i n g s -
Preachers shall hold, 196. 

M i s s i o n a r i e s -
How appointed, 190. 
How supported, 196. 

Musical— I 
Instruments not to be used in churches, 10, 170 (.6J. j 

Names— 
Of preachers, to be recorded, 86 [ i ] . 
Of delegates to be recorded, 86 [i]. 
Of conferences, 76, 309-338. 

Oblation— 

Of Christ, 33. 
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Official B o a r d -
Members of, 92. 
Presidents of, 93. 
Secretary of, 94. 
Proceedings, form of, 95. 
Powers of, 92-5. 
Consent to change ot preachers, 102 [5I. 
Consent to restore membership, 126 ( 5I. 
Appoint committee on salary, 184. 
Call in district elder, ro5 [3]. 
Meetings of may be held by district elder, 105 [3I. 
Should be held monthly, 92. 
How extra meetings can be called, 105 [3I. 

Opiates— 
•Use forbidden, 41. 

Original S i n -
Defined, 20, 

Ordination— 
Of elders, 111,290-6. 
Of deacons, 113, 297-301. 
Recognized, 117. 

Parchments-
Given, 117. 

Peistoral Visit ing-
Enjoined, 119 [15], 122. 

Periodicals-
Account of, 86 [19]. 

Penalt ies-
Reproof,.241, 251, 256. 
Censure, 251. 
Putting on probation, 251. 
Expulsion, 243, 251, 256, 265. 
Suspension, 259, 262-3, 265. 
Location, 265. 
Denial of society and sacraments, 250. 

P r a y e r -
Private, to be used, 43, 124. ••" ' . 
Family, to be used, 43, 124. 
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Prayer—continued-
Meetings appointed and to be attended, 127. 
Extempore, short, 121 [81. 

Preachers, Lccal— 
How licensed, 91. 
Members of quarterly conference, 87. 
Members of official board, 92. 
How employed, 144. 
Amenability of, 143. 
Eligibility to orders, 141-2. 
Membership, when supplying, 145. 
Appeal of, 261-6. 
Course of study for, 343-6. 

Preachers, Traveling— 
On trial, how received, 86 [3], 118. 
On trial, how long continued, 119. 
On trial, not eligible as delegates, 97. 
On trial, preliminary examination of, 338. 
,0n trial, amenability of, 260. 
Law decisions concerning, 375 [I, 2]. 
In full connection, how admitted, 118-9. 
How received from other churches, 116. 
May be transferred, how, 102 [6]. -
Received, changed, etc., by general superintendents. 102 

[4-51. 
Received, changed, etc., by district elder, 105 [7I. 
Members of quarterly conference, 87. 
Members of official board, 92. 
Directions to and rules for, 120-39. 

Preachers, Superannuated-
Preachers, by annual conference, 82, 86 [9]. 
Members of annual coriference, 75. 

, How supported, 86 [16J, 180-1, 200-7. 

Preachers, in Charge of Circuits-
Duties of, 125-7. 
Appointed by the stationing committee. 81, 86 [23]. 
Preside at official meetings, 93. 
Preside at circuit meetings, 96. 
Call extra circuit meetings, 100. 
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Preachers, in Charge of Circuits—continued. 
Hold preaching services, love feasts, watch night meetings, 

and sacramental services, 125. 
Have charge of the pulpit, 239. 
Visit classes and members, 122. 
Enforce discipline, 44, 49, 51. 12O (3), 275. ' 
Read rules, 126 (7). 
Preside at trials, 254. 
Decide on validity of challenge,,245. 
Nominate class leaders, 125 (4). 
Form classes. 126 (4). 
Nominate Sunday school superintendents, 179. 
Form Sunday schools, 175-6. 
Care for children, 177.-
Report statistics of Sunday schools to the quarterly confer-

r ^ ence, 178. 
Take charge of singing, 170. 
Give certificates of membership, 125. 
Keep register of names of members, 126. 
Transfer account of subscribers to periodicals, 126 (2). 
Take up all conference collections, 122. 
Raise missionary money, 196. 
Keep local preachers employed, 144. 
Give notice of trustee elections, 126 (8). ' 
Attend to trustee elections, 126. 
Attend to securing of church property, 126 (8). 
Report condition of circuit, quarterly, to the district elder, 

125(8). 
Report removals, admissions, etc., to the society, 125 (9). 
May sometimes be district elder, 9, 85,105 (i) . " 
May not be appointed to two, 381 (3). 

Preaching-
Must be attended, 43. 
Matter and manner of, 128^. 
Too long and too loud, 118 (13). 
Rules concerning its continuance, 130-2. 

Presidents— 
Of general conferences, 65, 102 [8]. 
Of annual conferences, 78 [2], 102 8. ' 

' Of executive committee, 74. ' ", ' , 
Of quarterly conferences, 89. 
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Presidents—continued. 
Of official boards, 93. 
Of circuit meetings, 96. 
Of stationing committees, 81. 
Of trial committees, 254, 257, 266. • • • 
Of appeal committees, 266, a68. 

I Probationers-
How admitted to church, 45. 
How admitted to annual conference, 118. 
How admitted in full connection, 119. 
In annual conference not eligible to election as delegates, 

97. 
In annual conference not to be reported as members of 

societies, 375. 

P r o h i b i t i o n -
Voting for, 57. 

Q u e s t i o n s -
Asked of probationers, 45. 
Asked on receiving full members, 46. 
Asked on.receiving preachers to full connection. 119. 

' Asked on granting licenses, 157. 
Asked of candidates for elder's orders, 294. 

• , Asked of candidates for deacon's orders, 299. 

Recommendation— **5 
For exhorter's license, 95 [8]. 
Local preacher's license, 95 [10]. 
Traveling preacher's license, 91 [4 j . 
For orders, 141-2. 

R e p o r t s -
Made by district elders to superintendents, 105 [81. 
Made by preachers to quarterly conference, 125 [8]. 
Made by preachers to societies, 125 Ig). 
Made by preachers to successors; 126 [2). 
Made by missionary board, 195. 
Made by general conference board of trustees, 351, 5. 
Made by trustees to societies, 237. • 

Representation-
Ill general conference, basis of, 60. 
In annual conference, basis of, 75, 2. 
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Rescinded— 
Past acts of general conference, 373 

Besolutions— 
Of general conference on secretaryship, 353, 368, 379. 
Of general conference on hop growing, 254. 
Oi general conference on general superintendency, 355. 
Of general conference on missions, 356. 
On boundaries, 357. 
On conference action, 358-9, 364. 
On certificates of membership, 365-6. 
On speedy trial of members, 367. 
On calling extra quarterly conferences, 369. 
On wearing wedding rings, 370, 
On appointing preachers by the superintendents, 372. 
On past enactments, 373. 
On salaries of superintendents, 374. 
On absent delegates, 378. 
On certificates, 380. 
On receiving certificates, 381. .. 
On blending circuits, 381. 
On divorce, 381. 

Restrictive Rules—68. 
Bites— 

And ceremonies, 34. 
Sabba th -

Breaking, 41,136. 
Sacraments— 

30-2. See baptism and Lord's supper. 
Sanctification— 

Entire, differs from justification, 26. 
Is subsequent to, 26. 
Defined, 26. 
By the Holy. Ghost, 10. 
Doctrine believed in, 3. 
Doctrine opposed, 3. 
Its experienced insisted on, 7, 46, 119, 3-4. 

Scr ip tures -
Sufficient for salvation, 18. 
To be searched. 43,124, 2,137. 
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Seal— 

Of general conference, 35117I. 

Secretaries— 
Of general conference, 66, 353. 
Of annual conference, 78, 368, 379. 
Of quarterly conference, 90. 
Of official meeting, 94, 96. 
Of society meeting, 96. 
Of missionary board, 187, 190-1. 
Of trustee board, 351. 

Of trial committees, 246. 

S i n -

After justification, 25. 
Original, 20. 

S i n g i n g -
Congregational, 10,170. 
Sinful songs forbidden, 41. 
Directions concerning, 170. 

S o c i e t i e s -
Admission to, 40, 45-6. 
How admitted, 47. ' 
Decisions concerning members, 365-6, 371. 

Stationing— ^ 
Committee, how chosen, 81. 
Committee's duties, 81, 83. 85. 

Statistics— 
Of annual conferences, 86 [15-191. 
To be supplied by preachers, 125 [7]. 

S t e w a r d s -
How choseii, 98, 167. 
Qualifications, 165. 
Number of, 166. , 

• Are members of quarterly conference, 87, 
Are members of official board, 92. 
Duties of, 168, 184. 
To receive class money, 185. 
To circulate subscriptions, 186, 
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Sunday Schools— 
Inquired of by annua! conference, 86 [17I. 
How established. 175. -
Directions concerning, 175-9 
Superintendents of, how nominated, 179, 
Superintendents members of official board, when, 92. 

S u p e r a n n u a t e d -
See preachers, also claimants. 

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s -
General, see general superintendents. 
Of Sunday schools, see Sunday schools. 

Supplies— 
On circuits, entitle them tolay representation, 361. 

Support— 
"""""-Ofgospetrvptyjig means for. II. 

Of the gospel by class contributions, 39 [3I. 
Of general superintendents, 374. 
Of traveling preachers, 184-6. 
Of local preachers in some cases, 127. 
Of evangelists. 155. 
Of district elders. 110. 
Of superannuated preachers, 180-3. 
Of widows and orphans of preachers, 181-2. 
Of missions, 196-9. - ^ • 

Temperance-
Chapter on, 55-57. 

Time--
How to improve and employ, s^. 137. 

T o b a c c o -
Using, growing, manufacturing, and selling forbidden, 41. 

Tracts— 
To be purchased and distributed, 122. 

Transfer— -
Of prep.chers, 102 [6]. • . 

Treasurer— 
Ofmi-sslonary board.'elected by general conference. 187. 
Vacancy in office ta be rilled by executive committee, 1S9. 

.._:.,-...^«K#**i llUMSiMUMMl>'^uiwM%w«n.'H».v.>M«) 
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Treasurer—continued. 
A director, 190. 
Duties, 192. 

Trials-
Members entitled to speedy, 367. 
Form of, 269. 
By impartial committiee guaranteed, 68 [3]. 
Of members, 251-5. ^ 
Of local preachers, 257, 259. 
Of probationers in annual conference. 260, 
Of traveling preachers, 258, 262-7. 
Of appeals, 247-9, 266-8. 
The object of, 240. 
The rule of the Savior obligatory, 241. 
General directions 243-50. 
Offences classified, 243, 251, 256, 259, 262, 265, 272, 273. 
Penalties, 243,251, 256. 
Challenge in, 245. 
Counsel in, 244, 
Records of, 246. 
Who shall preside in, 254, 257, 266. 
Committees in, 253, 257, 266. , 
See appeals. 

Trustees— 
Of general conference, 350-1. 
Of local churches, 348. 
Must report to annual rrieeting, 99, 237. 

Onion-
Among ourselves, 138. 
With others, 139. ^- . . 

Usury-
Forbidden, 41. • 

V a c a n c i e s -
How filled in executive committee. 72. -
How filled in missionary board, 189. 
Among district elders, 108. 
In official board, 98, 
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Vote 
TIMco-fourths retiuired to receive,members in|o societies, 

47. 
To change restrictive rules by annual conferences, 69, 
A two-thirds of general conference to change articles of 

religion, etc., 69. 
Of annual conferences to call an extra general conference, 

62. 
A one-fourth required to secure a division of the house, 

67,79. 
Majority, 67, 79, and in other cases where other forms are 

not specified. 
Casting, 81. 

Voting-
Power equal between preachers and laymen, 9. 
By ballot irequired in electing general superintendents, 66. 
Presidents pro tem. of general and annual conferences, 

65,78. 
Secretarieis of general conference, 66. 
Traveling district elders, 106. 
Delegates to annual conference, 97. 
Lay members of stationing committee, 81. 
For prohibition a duty, 57. . ; 

Wesley's Sermons— 
On dress, to be read, 49 f t ] . 
On evil speaking, 136 [2]. 

Withdrawal— 
Of preachers, 86 [ii].-

W o m e n -
May be delegates to annual conference, 376-7. 
May not become local preachers, 387. 

Worship— 
Houses pf, see churches and property. . 
Rites and ceremonies of, 34. 
Character pf true, 10. 
Directions concerning, 169. 
Hindrances to, 169 16J. 
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