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THE 

FREE METHODIST CHURCIL 

ORIGIlSr AND eilARACTER. 

^ 1 . DEARLY BELOVED: We think it expedient, 
to give you a brief account bf the origin and charac
ter of Free Methodism. Wesley says : 

" In the year 1729, two young men in England, 
reading the Bible, saw they could not be saved with
out holiness ; they followed after it and invited oth
ers to do so. In 1737, they saw likewise, tha t men 
are justified before they are sanctified : bu t still 
lioliness was their object. God thrust them out to 
raise up a holy people " 

*lf 2. Methodism spread through England, and 
America, and in other countries. From time to 
time, different bodies arose bearing the Methodist 
name; as ^they became popular, there was more 
or less departure from tho original principles and 
practice of Methodism. 
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THE 

FREE METHODIST CHURCH. 

ORIGm AND CriARACTER. 

^ 1 . DEARLY BELOVED: We think it expedient, 
to give you a brief account of the origin and charac
ter of Free Methodism. Wesley says : 

" I n the year 1729, two young men in England, 
reading the Bible, saw they could not be saved with
out holiness ; they followed after it and invited oth
ers to do so. In 1737, they saw likewise, that men 
are justified before they are sanctified : but still 
holiness was their object. God thrust them out to 
raise up a holy people " 

*[ 2. Methodism spread through England, and 
America, and in other countries. From time to 
time, diiferent bodies arose bearing the Methodist 
name; as they became popular, there was more 
or less departure from the original principles and 
practice of Methodism. 



r 
2 ORIGIN AND CHARACTER. 

î 3 In the Genesee Conference .of the M. E 
Church, about the year 1858, several preachers, and 
many inembers were, excluded from the Church, 
foi their adherence to the principles of Methodism ; 
e^i)ecially to the doctrine ahd experience of "en t i re 
sanctification " 

•[4. Appeals were made to the General Confer
ence, which were denied. Those excluded could not 
join any other Methodist body, for there was none 
that agreed with them on the issues on wliich they 
were thrust out. Therefore they felt compelled to 
form a new organization. 

• 5. The Free Methodist Church was organized 
by a convention of laymen and ministers, which met 
at Pekin, IN'iagara Co., N . Y.. on the 23d day ot 
August 1860. 

%. G. The Free Methodists are a body ofChristians 
who profess to be in tamest to get to heaven, by 
conforming to all tlie will of God, as made known in 
his word. They do not believe tha t either God or 
the Bible has changed to accommodate the fashiona
ble tendencies of the age. They solemnly protest 
against the union of the churcli and the world. 
The conditions of salvation, as they teach, are the 
same now that they were eighteen hundred years 
ago. He who would be a Christian in reality, as 

iSi 
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ORIGIN AND CHARACTER. 3 

well as in name, must deny himself, a n l take up 
Ills cross daily, and follow Jesus. He must come out 
from the world and be separate,and touch not the 
unclean thingf. ^ 

*• 7. hi doctrine they are Methodists. Tliey be
lieve in the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, in a general 
atonement, in the necessity of the new birth, in the 
witness of the Spirit, and in future rewards and pun
ishments. They insist t ha t it is the duty and priv
ilege of every believer to be sanctified wholly, find 
to be preserved blameless unto the coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Every one who is received into 
full connection, either professes to enjoy that perfect 
love which casts out all fear, or promises diligently t o 
seek until he obtains it. 

*i 8. Tliey look upon practical godliness as the 
never-failing result of a genuine religious experience. 
" By their fruits ye shall know them." Hence they 
insist that those who profess to be the disciples of 
Christ should come out from unbelievers and be 
separate, abstaining from connection with all secret 
societies, renouncing all vain pomp and glory, adorn
ing themselves in modest apparel, and not in gold, 
or pearls, or costly "array. We have no right to 
abolish any of the requirements made by Christ 
and the apostles; or to make obedience to them a 
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matter of small consequence. The (jrolden Rule, 
they hold, applies equally to all mankind. 

H 9. The government is not aristocratic; bu t the 
members have an equal voice with the ministers in 
all the councils of the Church. Both the Annual 
and the General Conferences are composed of as 
many lay delegates as ministers, who have an'equal 
voice and vote in all the proceedings. The station
ing committee, by whom the appointments ate made, 
is composed of the chairmea of the districts, and an 
equal number of laymen chosen for that purpose. 
The official boards are selected by the members of 
circuits, and not appointed by the preachers. In
stead of Presiding elders they have Chairmen of dis
tricts, who may be oppointed to circuits the same as 
the rest of the preachers. They have general super
intendents, elected once in four years, whose duty it 
is to preside at the AnnualConferences, and travel 
through the connection at large. The rights of the 
members are carefully guarded. 

^ 10. They endeavor to promote spirituality and 
simplicity in worship. Congregational singing is 
universal, and performances upon musical instru
ments, and singing by choirs in iDublic worshi]) are 
prohibited. They believe in the Holy Ghost. If 
.men are really converted and sanctified, it is through 

111 ^ 
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the Spirit of God. When He works there is a stir. 
As President Edwards says, "Eterna l things are so' 
great, and of such vast concern, that there is great 
absurdity in men's being but moderately moved and 
affected by them " Where the Spirit of the Lord i.*, 
there is liberty. The Free Methodists, while they do 
not believe in any mere formal noise> yet when the 
Spirit comes like " a rushing mighty wind" as on 
the day of Pentecost, do not dare to oppose the man-
ifesiiations of His presence. As Edwards says, 
" Whenever there is any considerable degree of the 
Spirit's influence upon a mixed multitude, it will 
produce, in some way or other, a great visible com
motion. ' To resist his operations is to hinder the 
work of God. "' '• . 

^ 11. They do not believe in resorting to worldly 
'policy to sustain the Gospel. Christ has said, that 
whosoever giveth a cup of cold water in His name, 
shall in no wise lose his reward. But it is the mo
tive, and not the amount done that secures the 
Divine approbation. There is no more virtue in 
giving to the cause of God, for carnal pleasure, than 
there is in any other purely selfish action. Hence 
they give no countenance to modern expedients for 
promoting Christianity, such ^s selling or renting 
pews, picnics, Christmas trees, festivals lotteries, 
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fairs, and donation parties. To say that the church 
cannot be sustained without these contrivances to 
beguile the world into its support, is to confers that 
professing Christians are "lovers of pleasure more 
than lovers of God." I t is to pronounce Christianity 
a failure The Gospel posssesses an inherent power 
that will not oaly sustain itself, but mako its way 
through all opposition. Wherever its advocates live 
ap to its requirements, and rely upon its promises 

% 12. All their churches are required to be as freo 
as the grace they iDreach, They believe tha t their 
mission is two-fold—to maintain the Bible standard 
of Christianity, and to preach the Gospel to the 
poor. Hence they require that all seats in their 
houses of worship should BE F R E E . NO x>ews can 
be rented or sold among them. The world will 
never be converted to Christ, so long as the 
Churches are conducted upon the exclusive system. 
I t has always been eontrary to the economy of the 
Christian Churcli, to build houses of wprship with 
pews to rent. But the spirit of the world has en
croached, by little and little, until, in many parts 
of the United States, not a single free church can be 
found in any of the cities or larger villages. The pew 
system prevails among nearly all denominations. 
We are thoroughly convinced tha t this system is 
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wrong in principle, and bad in tendency. It is a cor
ruption of Christianity. Free Churches are essential 
to reach the masses. The provisions of the gospel are 
for all. The "glad tidings' ' must be proclaimed to 
every individual of the human race. God sends the 
true light to illuminate and melt every heart. To,, 
civilized and savage, bond and free, black and white 
the ignorant and the learned, is freely offered the 
great salvation. , 

Biitfor loliose be7iefit are speeial efforts to be put 
foi^th ? Who must he pa^^ticularlij cared- for ? Jesus 
settles this question. "The l)lind. receive their 
sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up," and, as 
if all this would be insufficient to satisfy John of the 
validity of his claims, he adds, " a n d the poor 
have the gospel preached to them." This was the 
crowning proof that He was the One that should 
come. In this respect the Church must follow in the 
footsteps of Jesus. She must see to it that the gospel 
is preached to the poor. Thus this duty is enjoined 
by the plainest precepts and examples. If the 
gospel is to be preached to all, then it follows as a 
necessary consequence, that all the arrangements 
for preaching the gospel should be so made as to 
secure this object. If it be said that se{vt.s would 
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be freely given to those who are unable to pay fci 
them, we answer, this does not meet the case. Ba t 
few are willing, so long as they are able to appear at 
church, to be publicly treated as paupers. 

^ lo. You will find in this book the doctrines and 
form of government of the Free Methodist Church, 
as adopted by the General Conference. 

We do not wish any to subscribe to i t unless they 
believe it will be for the glory of God and the good 
of. their souls. We have no desire to get up simply 
a large churcli; but we do hope that our Societies 
will be composed, exclusively, of those who are i n 
earnest to gain heaven, and who are deter7nined, by 
the grace of God, to live up to the requirements of 
the Bible. 

I t is of the greatest importance that those who 
come into this organization should be of one heart 
and one mind. 



THE 

DOCTRINES AND DISCIPLINE 

OF THE 

FREE METHODIST GHURCII. 

CHAPTER I. 

SECTION I.—ARTICLES OF RELIGION. 

I. Of Faith i'ii the Holy Trinity. 

114. There is but one living and true God, ever
lasting, without body or parts, of infinite power, 
wisdom, and goodness ; the maker and preserver of 
all things, visible and invisible. And in unity of 
tins Godhead, there are three persons of one sub
stance, power, and eternity ; —the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost. ^ 

' • • 

II. Of the Word, or /Soil of God, wJio mas made 
' oery man. 

IT 15. The Son, who is the Word of the Fathep, 
the very and eternal God, of one substance with the 
Fatlier, took man's nature in the womb of the bless
ed Virgiii ; so that two whole and perfect natures. 
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t h a t is to say, the Godhead and manhood, were 
joined together in one person, never to be divided, 
whereof is one Christ, very God and very man.w^ho 
truly suffered, was crucified dead and buried, to 
reconcile his F a t h e r t o us, and to.be a sacrifice, not 
only for original guilt, bu t also for actual sins of men. 

I I L Of the Resurrection of Ch7"ist. 

^ 16. Christ did t ruly rise again from the dead, 
and took again his l^ody, with all th ings apper ta in
ing to tlie perfection of man's na tu re , wherewith he 
ascended into heaven, and there s i t te th unti l he re
tu rn ^to judge all men a t the last day . 

IV, Of the Holy Ghost. 

Tf. 17. T f e Holy Ghost, proceeding from the F a t h e r 
and the Son\ is of one substance, majesty and glory, 
w i t i T h e Fatl ier and the Son, very and eternal God. 

V. The SufJ^aiency of the Holy Scriptu7'es fo r 
Salvation. 

% 18. The Holy Scriptures contain all th ings nec
essary to salvation ; so tha t whatsoever ia no t read 
therein, nor may be proved therebj^ is no t to be 
required of any man, t h a t it should be believed as 
an article of faith, or be though t requisite or neces
sary to salvation. In the name of the Holy Scrips 
tures, we do unders tand those canonical books of 

'̂ .- the Old a n d New Testament , of whose au thor i ty 
was never any donbt in the Church. 

http://to.be


S E C . 1.] ARTICLES OF RHDIGION. 

The names of the Canonical Books. 

11 

Genesis7 
Exodus, 
Leviticus, ' 

^ Numbers, 
Deuteronomy, 
Joshua, 
Judges, 
Ruth, 
The First Book of Samuel, 
The Second Book of Samuel, ^ 
The First Book of Kings, 
The qecond Book bf Kings, 

' The First Book of Chronicles, ' 
The Second Book of Chronicles, 
The Book of Ezra, 
The Book of Nehemiah, 
The Book of Esther, 
The Book of Job, 
The Psalms, 
The Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, or the Preacher, 
Cantica, or Songs of Solomon, . 
Four Prophets the greater, 
Twelve Prophets the less. 

All the books of the New Testament, as they are 
commonly received, we do receive and account, 
canonical. 
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VI. Of the Old Testament. 

[Ch. i , 

*̂  19. The Old Testament is not eontrary to the 
New; for both in the Old and New Testaiiients ever
lasting life is offered to mankind by Christ, who is 
theonly Mediator between God and man. Where
fore they are not to be heard who feign that the old 
fathers did look only for transitory promises. Al
though the law given from God by Moses, as touch
ing ceremonies and rites, doth not bind Christians, 
nor ought the civil precepts thereof, of necessity to 
bei received in any commonwealth ; yet, notwith
standing, no Christian whatsoever is free from the 
obedience of the commandments which are called 
moral. 

VII . Of 07nginal or Birth Bin. 

T[ 20. Original sin standeth not in the following of 
Adam, (as the Pelagians do vainly talk,) but it is t he 
corruption of the nature of every man that naturally 
is engendered of the offspring of Adam, whereby 
man is very far gone from original righteousness, 
and of his own nature inclined to evil, and that con-
tinually. . 

VIIL Of Free Will. 

T^L The condition of man after the fall of Adam 
is such, that he cannot turn and prepare himself, by 
his own natural strength and works, to faith and 
calling upon God ; wherefore we have no power to 



•:.(lj>« 

S E C 1 ] ARTICLES OF RELIGION. 13 

do good works,, pleasant and acceptable to God, 
without the grace of God by Christ enabling us, tha t 
Ve may have a good will, and working with us, when 
we have tha t good will. 

IX. Of the Justification of Man, 

TT 22, We are accounted righteous before God, 
only for the merit of our Ijord and Saviour Jesus 
Christby faith, and hot for our own works or de
servings ; Wherefore, tha t we are justified by faith 
only, is a most wholesome doctrine, and very full of 
comfort. 

X. -Of Good Works. 

1[ 23. Although good works which are the fruits 
of faith, and follow after justification, cannot pu t 
away our sins,̂  and endure the severity of God's 
judgments; yet they are i)leasing and acceptable to 
God in Christ, and spring out of a true and lively 
faith, insomuch that by them a lively faith may be 
as evidently known as a tree is discerned by its fruit. 

XL Of Works of Supererogatio7i. 

T 24. Voluntary works—besides, over and above 
God's commandments—which are called works of 
supererogation, cannot be taught without arrogancy 
and impiety. For by them men do declare that they 
do not only render unto God as much as they are 
bound to do, but tha t they do more for his sake than 

MMHHBHWHIMMHiaililM 
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of bounden diity is required: whereas Christ saith 
plainly, When ye have done all that is commanded 
you, say. We are unprofitable servants. 

XII . Of Sin after Justification. 

If 25. Not every sin willingly committed after jus
tification is the sin against the Holy Ghost, and un
pardonable. Wherefore the grant of repentance is 
not to be denied to such as fall into sin, after justi
fication ; after we have received the Holy Ghost, we 
may depart from grace given, and fall into sin, and 
by the grace of God, rise again and amend our lives. 
And therefore they are to be condemned .who say 
they can no more sin as long as they live here ; or 
deny the place of forgiveness to such as truly repent. 

Xi l l . Entire Sanctification. 

Tl 26. Justified persons, while they do not out
wardly commit sin, are nevertheless conscious of sin 
still remaining in the heart. They feel a natural 
tendency to evil, a proneness to depart from God, 
and cleaye to the things of earth. Those tha t are 
sanctified wholly are saved from all inward sin— 
from evil thoughts and evil tempers. No wrong 
temper, none contrary to love remains in the soul. 
All their thoughts, words and actions are governed 
by pure love. , 

Entire sanctification takes place subsequently to 
justification, and is the work of God Avrought instan
taneously upon the consecrated, believing soul. After 
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a soiil is cleansed from all sin, i t is t hen fully pre
pared to grow in grace. 

XIV. Fu ture Reward a n d Punishment : 

If 27. God has appointed a day in which he will 
judge the world in righteousness by Jesus Christ, 
according to the gospel. The righteous shall have 
in heaven an inheri tance incorruptible, undefiled, 
and t h a t fadeth not away. The wicked shall go away 
hito everlasting punishment, where their worm 
dieth not, and their fire is not (pienched. 

XV. Of speak ing in the Congregation in such a 
Tongue as the 2)eopIe understand. 

•[ 27L I t is a th ing plainly re[)Ugnant to the word 
of God, and the custom of the primitive ( 'hurch, to 
have public prayer in the Church, or to minister tlie 
sacrament in a tongue nut understood by the people. 

, XVI. Of ihe Church. 

T[ ~8. The visible Church of Christ is a congrega
t ion of pure m e n , in which the pure word of God is" 
preached, and the sacraments duly adniiiiistered, 
according to Christ's ordinance, in all those th ings 
t h a t of necessity are reciuisite to the same.. 

.XVII. Of the Sacraments. 

Tf 29. Sacraments ordained of Christ are no t only 
badges or tokens of Christian men's proiVs^ion ; but 
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ratlr:^r they are certain signs of grace, and God's 
good will toward us, by the which lie doth work in
visibly in us, and doth not only quicken, bu t also 
s trengthen and confirm our faith in hiifi. 

XVIII . Of Bapt i sm. 

Tf30. Baptism is not only a sign of profession, 
and mark of ditTerence, whereby Christ ians are 
distinguished from others t h a t are not baptized ; 
bu t it is also a sign of regeneration or the new b i r th . 
The baptism of young children is to be retained in 
the Church. 

X1X Of the Lord's Supper. 
N 

Ti 31. ^ The supper of the Lord is not merely a sign 
of the love t h a t Christians ought to have among 
themselvesVone to another, bu t ra ther is a sacrament 
of our redemption by Christ 's death, insomuch tha t , 
to such as rightly, wortliily, and with faith receive 
the same, the bread v/hich we break is a, pa r t ak ing of 
the body of Chri.st ; and likewise the cup of blessing 
is a par taking of the blood of (Jlirist. 

Transubstant ia t ion, or the change of the 'substance 
of bread and wirje in the supper of ouv Loi'd, cannot 
be proved by Holy Writ, ))ut it is repugnant to the 
plain word of iScripture, overthrowetli tlie na tu re of 
a sac-raiiK^nt, and ha th given occasion to many 
superstitions 

The body of Christ is given, taken, and ea ten in 
the supper, only '^fter a h(^avenly and spiritual 

V WW t, )ina.v<rBt!t.j?. VI 
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manner . And the 'means whereby the body of Christ 
is received and eaten in the supper, is fa i th . The 
sacrament of the Lord's supper was not by Christ 's 
ordinance reserved, carried about, lifted up, or wor
shiped. . * " 

"^X. Of the one Oblation of Christy finished up07i 

the Cross: 

Tr32. The offering of Christ, once made, is t h a t 
perfect redemption, propit iat ion, and satisfaction 
for all the sins of the v\hole world, both original and 
ac tua l ; and there is none other satisfaction for sin 
b u t - t h a t alone. Wlierefore the sacrifice of the 
masses, ia the which it is said t h a t the priest do th 
offer Christ for the quick and the dead, to have r e 
mission of pain or guilt, Ls a blasphemous and d a n 
gerous deceit. 

XXI. Of the Rites and Ceremo7iies of Churches. 

Tl 33. I t i s not necessary tha t rites and ceremonies 
should in all places be the same, or exactly alike ; 
for they have been always different,* and may be 
changed according to the diversity of countries, 
times, and men's manner.^, so t h a t no th ing be or
dained against God's word. Whosoever through his 
pr ivate judgment , willingly and purposely doth 
openly break the rites and ceremonies of the Church 
t o w h i c l i h e belongs, which are not r epugnan t to the 
word of God, and are ordained a n d approved by 
common authori ty, ought to be rebuked openly, that 



18 ARTICLES OF RELIGION. Ch. 1. 

others mav fear to do the like, as one that offendeth 
against the common order of the Church, and 
woundeth the consciences of the weak brethren. 
Every particular Cliurch may ordain^ change, or 
abolish rites and ceremonies so that all things may 
be done to edification. . 

XXII.' Of Christian Men's Goods. 
•J • f . . 

TT 34. The riches and goods of Christians are not 
common, as touching the right, title, and possession 
of the same, as some do falsely boast. Notwith
standing, every man ought, of such things as he pos
sesseth, liberally to give alms to the j)oor, according 
to his ability. 

XXIII. Of a Christi.a7i Man's Oath. 

Tf 35. As we confess that vain and rash swearing ivS 
forbidden Christian men by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and James the apostle : so we hold that the Christian 
rehgion doth not̂  prohibit, but that a man may swear 
when the magistrate requireth, in a case of faith 
and charity, so it be d6n:i according to the prophet's 
teaching, in justice, judgment and t ru th . 

NOTE.—This Article shall not (Icprive of raem^'crship in our Ghmcii 
those who have coDScionLious scruples agaiust taking an oaih. 

SECTION I I . - G E N E R A L RULES. 

The Nature, Design, and General Rules of our United 
• ' Societies. • , 

«]" 'Q 36, In the latter end of the year 173.0, eight oi 
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ten persons came to Mr. Wesley in London, who ap
peared to be deeply convinced of sin, and earnestly 
groaning for redempt ion . Tliey desired; (as did t w o 
or three more the next day,) t h a t he would spend 
some t ime with them in prayer, ahd advise t hem 
how to flee from the wra th to come, which they saw 
continually hanging over their heads. T h a t he might 
have more t ime for this great work, he appointed a 
day when they might all come together, which,, 
thenceforward, they did every week, namely, on 
Thursday, in the evening. For these and as many 
more as desired to join with them, (for their number 
increased daily,) he gave those advices, from time t o 
time, which he judged most needful for t h e m ; and 
they always concluded their meetings with x>rayer 
suited to their several necessities. 

Tf 37. This was the rise of the U N I T E D SOCIETY, 

first i n Europe, iind then in America. Such a society 
is no other t h a n " a company of m e n hsivmg.ihe 
form and ,seeking the power of godliness, uni ted in 

. order to pi^ay together, to receive the word of exhorta
tion, a n d to zvatcJi over one another i n love, that they 
may lielpeach other to work out their salvation.''^ 

Tf 38. T h a t it may the more easily be discerned 
wdiether they are indeed working out their own sal
vation, each society is divided into smaller companies, 
called classes, according to their respective places of 
abode. There are about twelve persons in a class, 
one of whom is styled the leader. I t is his duty, 

I. To see each person in his class once a week a t 
least ; in order, 
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I. To inquire how their sotils prosper. 

2 To advise, reprove, comfort, or exhort, as ocea-
sion may require. ' 

3. To receive what they are wiUing to give toward 
the relief of the preacher, church and poor .* 

I I . To meet the ministers and the stewards o f t h e 
circuit in order, v 

1. To inform the minister of any t h a t are sick, or 
of any t h a t walk disorderly, and will not be reproved. 

2. To pay the stewards what they have received of 
thei r several classes in the week. 

Tf 39. There is only one condition previously re
quired of those who desire admission into these 
societies, " a des\re to flee from the wra th to come, 
a,nd to be saved from their sins." B u t wherever this 
is really lixed in t h e soul, i t will be shown by its 
fruits. 

Tf 40 It is therefore expected of all who cont inue 
therein, t h a t they should continue to evidence tlieir 
-desire of salvation, 

First, By doing no harm, by avoiding evil of every 
kind, especially t h a t which is most generally prac
ticed ; such as, 

The t ak ing of the name of God in vain. 
The profaning of the day of the Lord, ei ther by 

doing ordinary work therein, or by buying or selling. 
Drunkenness, buying or selling spirituous liquors, 

or dr inking them, unless in cases of extreme neces
sity. . 

t 

•This part refers to towns and cities; where the poor are geucraily 
numerous, and cliurch expenses consideraljle. 
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The buying, selling, or holdi7ig of a hun tanbe ing as 
a slave, • 

F ight ing , quarrell ing, brawling, b ro the r going io 
law with b ro the r ; r e tu rn ing evil for evil, or railing for 
rail ing ; t he usi7tg 7nany words in buy ing or selling. 

T/ie buying a7id selling goods that have 7Vot p)aid the 
duty. , 

The givi7ig or taking things on usury, i. e., unlaw
ful interest . . 

UnJiar i table or U7iprofttable conversation, particu
larly speaking evil of magistrates or ministers. 

Doing to others as we would no t they should, do un
to us. 

Doing wha t we know is not for the glory of God ; 
as, Belonging to secret societies.: 

Tlie pu t t ing on of gold or costly appa7'el. 
The taking such diversio7is as cannot be-used i n t h e 

n a m e of the Lord Jesus. 
S inging those songs, or reading those books, which 

do not t end to the knowledge or love of God. 
Softness and needless self indulgence, especially, 

S7vufflng, chewing or smoking tobacco, or the hab i tua l 
use of opiates.* 

Lay ing up treasure upon earth. 
Borrowing without a probabil i ty of paying ; or tak

ing up goods without a probabil i ty of paying for them. 
Tf 41. I t is expected of all who continue in these so

cieties, t h a t they should continue to evidence thei r 
desire of salvation ; -

*Tnis ehall al?obe construed as forbidding the growing, manufacture, 
and sale of tobacco. 
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Secondly, By doing good, by being in every kind 
mercifuTafter their power, as they have opportunity • 
doing good of every possible sort, and as far as pos 
sible to all men. 

To their bodies, of the ability which God giveth, 
by giving food to the hungry, by clothing the naked, 
by visiting or helping them that are sick or in prison. 

To their souls, by instructing, reproving, or ex
horting all with whom we have any intercourse, 
trampling under foot that enthusiastic doctrine, 
tha t "we are not to do good unless our hearts be fi^ee 
t o i l . ' ' • " •, -

By doing good, especially to them tha t are of the 
household of faith, or groaning so to be ; employing 
them preferably to others, buying of one another, 
helping each other in business ; and so piuch the 
more, because the world will love its own, and them 
only. 

By all possible diligence and frugality, tha t the 
gospel be not blamed. 

By running with patience the race which is set be
fore them, denying themselves and taking up their 
cross dai ly ; submitting to bear the reproach of 
Christ, to be as the filth and off-scouring of the 
world ; and looking that men should say all man7ier 
of evil of them falsely for the Lord's sake. 

Tf 42. I t is expected of all who desire to continue 
in these societies, t ha t they should continue to evi
dence their desire of salvation ; 

Thirdly, By attending upon all the ordinances of 
God : such are, 

I 



S E C . 3.] GENERAL RULES, 33 

The public worship of God ; 
The ministry of the word, either read, or ex

pounded ; 
The supper of the Lord ; 
Family and private prayer ; 
Searching the Scriptures ; and. 
Fas t ing or abstinence. 
TI 43. These are t he General Rules of our societie^s ; 

all of which we are tauQ:ht of God to observe, even in 
his writ ten word, which is the only rule, and the 
sufficient rule both of our faith and practice. And 
all these we know his Spirit writes on t ruly awaken
ed hearts . If there be any among us who observe 
them not, who habitual ly break any of them, let i t 
be known unto them who watch over t h a t soul as 
they who must give an account. We will admonish 
him of the error of his way. We will bear with him 
for a season. But if t hen he repent not, he h a t h no 
more a place among us . We have delivered our 
own souls. 

SECTION I IL 

Receiving Members into the Church, 

TI44. Let none be admit ted oii probat ion un t i l 
t hey give evidence of a desire to flee from the wra th 
to come, by bringing forth fruits meet for repent
ance, and give a.ffirmative answers to the following 
questions : 1st, Have you the assurance of sins for
given ? 2d, Do you consent to be governed by our 
General Rules'^ 

vK*' 
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Tfi^' Let none be received into full connection, 
unless they give evidence of a renewed heart, by 
living up to the requirements of the General Rules, 
and have met in class six months on probation, have 
been baptized,* have, wherever practicable, been 
recommended by the official members of the society, 
and can give satisfactory answers to the following 
questions. Which shall be proposed to them before 
the Society : 

1. Have you the witness of THE S P I R I T that you 
are a child of God ? 

2. Have you that Perfect Love which casteth out 
fear? If not, will you diligently seek until you 
obtain it ? 

B. Is it your i)urpose to devote yourself the re
mainder of your life wholly to the service of God^ 
doing good to your fellow men, and working out 
your own salvation with fear and trembling ? 

4. Will you forever lay aside all superfluous orna
ments, and adorn yourself in modest apparel, with 
shamefacedness and sobriety, not with broidered 
hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array, bu t whicli 
becometh those xjrofessing godliness, with good 
works? 

5. Will you abstain from connection with all 
secret societies, keeping yourself free to follow the 
will of the Lord in all things ? 

6. Do you subscribe to our articles of religion, bur 
General Rules, and ^ our Discipline, and are you 
willing to be governed by the same ? 

7. Have you Christian fellowship and love for the 
•Percoiis baptized in in̂ ***icy must publicly ftsseut to the b'ipti'imai 

COyHnnJ.lt. 
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niembers of this society, and will you assist thein, as 
God shall give you ability, in caiTying on the work 
of the Lord ? 

Tf 46. The person giving affirmative answers to 
the above questions shall, with the consent of three-
fourths of all the members present at a society meet
ing, be admitted to all the privileges of a member. 
Any person in good standing in any evangelical 
church may be received into full connection, uporii 
his meeting the other requirements of this section, 
without his having been on probation in our Church. 
1 Tf 47. Where societies already organized, or several 

persons design to unite with the Free Methodist 
Church and form a new society, they should adopt 
the Discipline as a whole , and then each person 
should be admitted in his individual capacity as pro
vided for above. 

SECTION IV.—DRESS. 

Dress. 

Tf 48. Ques. Should we insist on the rules con
cerning dress? 

Ans. By all means. This is no time to give en
couragement to superfluity of apparel.. Therefore, 
receive none into the Church till they have left oil 
superfluous ornaments. In order to th i s : 1. Let 
every one who has charge of a circuit read Mr. Wes
ley's sermons upon Dress, at least once a year in 
every society, 2. In visiting the classes be very mild 
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bnt very strict. 3 Allow.of no exempt case ; bet ter 
one suffer than niariy. 

SECTION V. 

. • •-" 3 Ia r r iag i . 

T; 49 : We do not prohibit our iv^^ople from marry-

' ing persons who are not members of oar church pro

vided such persons give evidence of ])eing converted 

to God ; bu t we. are determined to discourage their 

marrying those who do not come u p to this s tandard . 

'% 50. Some of our inembers have married with 

unsaved ptn'sons. This has produced bad effects; 

thev have either been hindered for life or have turn-

ed back to perdition. To discourage suchn ia r r i ages : 

1st. Let every i)rt ';uher piil)licly enforce the apostle's 

command, " B e ye not unequal ly yoked together 

with uii):)elievers.'*—II. (~^orinthians vi., 14. 2nd. 

Let all be exhorted never to inarrv without advising 

with some of the more serlou.s of their bre thren . 

T; ^^1. In general a woman ought not to mar ry 

without the consent of her parents . Yet^ there may 

; be exeej)tions. For if 1st, a vroman believe it to be 

her duty to m a r r y ; if, 2nd., lier parents absolutel}^ 

refuse to let her marry any Christian, then she may, 

nay, ought to marry witliout their consent. 
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Ques. 4. W h a t is the law of divorce among us "? 
Ans. We recognize no other ground for divorce 

t h a n t h a t permit ted in the Word of Cjod—Ma|t. v. 32, 
and Mark x, 11 and 12. Any person guilty of a vio
lat ion of this law shall have no place among us. 

T[ ^)H. I-et our preachers in no case officiate*at the 
marr iage of any person, who is under eighteen years 
of age, unless the parents or guardians be present, or 
have given wri t ten consen t ; and unless a t least two 
witnesses knowing the contract ing part ies be pres-
ent . Let them also in every case refuse to officiate 
a t t h e marriage of divorced parties, unless furnished 
with satisfactory evidence t h a t t he case is such as 
would not conflict with the law of divorce recognized 
in the preceding paragraph . / 

SECTION VL—SECRET SOCIETIES. 

What 7'ule shall toe i nake in regard to Secret Societies^ 

Tf 52. Voluntary associations are n o t necessarily 
sinful because they are secret. But secrecy is always 
a ground of suspicion. , Evil works instinctively in
cline to darkness. Good works grow up in light. 
God commands us to let our light shine. Even a 
good cause under t he shadow of secrecy invalidates 
its claim to the confidence of open and honest men. 
Grace and guile can have no affinity. All secrets 
necessa,ry to be kept , ca :̂i be kept without an oaih. 
A bad inst i tut ion should not, and a good one need no t 
be secret. Phi lan thropic associations claiming our 
co-operation on Christian grounds, must do so with 
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open face. They must lift the vail wjiile demanding 
our salutation, or we cannot salute them by the way. 
Therefore, all secret societies are to be eschewed. 

Any society reqiiiring an oath, affirmation, or 
promise of secrecy, as a.condition of membership, is 
held to be a Secret Society; and any member joining 
or continurng in such, violates his covenant obliga
tions, and shall in due form be excluded from the 
Church; and the jireacher shall report tha t he is 
excluded for infraction of our rules and regulations. 

SECTION VII. 

Te7npera7%ce. 

^ 53. A spirit of self-denial is indispensable to the 
Christian character. iVlarge proportion of the crime 
and pauperism of the country is caused* by strong 
drink. The Spirit of Christ never leads one to 
countenance the use or sale of intoxicating liquor as 
a beverage. 

Tf 54. Let all the stewards on all our circuits make 
provision to have the unfermented j nice of the grape 
to use in celebrating the Lord's Supper. In no case 
must intoxicating wine be used for this purpose. 

Tf 55. Let every man of God break away from the 
trammels of party, and never knowingly give his 
vote or influence to elect any man to office, who wdll 
use his official or personal influence to legalize the 
naffic in intoxicating liquors as a beverage. As 
Christians, we are bound to do all we can to prohibit 
by law this nefarious traffic. 

i 
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CHAPTEUTI. 

T H E OFFICIAL BODIES 

SECTION I. 

Dc2J07ime7it at the Co7iferences 
» . • ' 

1 56. I t i s desired t h a t all things be considered on 
these occasions as in the immediate presence of God.; 
t h a t every person speak freely whatever is in liis 
h e a r t . ' 

Ques. How may we best improve our t ime a t the 
Conferences? 

A71S.' 1. While we are conversing, let us have an 
especial care to set God always before us. 

2. I n the intermediate hours, l e t u s redeem all the 
t ime we can for pr ivate exercises. 

3. Therein let us give ourselves to prayer for one 
another , and fcr a blessing on our labors. 

SECTION IL 

. The Ge7ieral Conference. 

Tf 57. The General Conference shall be composed 
of t he Super intendents , and an equal number of 
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ministerial and lay delegates belonging to the Free 
Methodist Church, to be appointed by the Annuai 
Conferences, a t their respective sessions next prece-
ding the session of the General Conference. 

Tf 58. Each Annual Conference shall be entitled 
to one ministerial and one lay delegate; a n d an ad
ditional one of each kind for every 800 niembers I I 
full connection within the bounds of the conference. 
Each Annual Conference shall be entitled to one atZ* 
d̂ Ŷ 07̂ aZ ministerial and lay delegate in the General 
Conference, whenever there is belonging to it an 
additional fraction of 000 members in full connection. 

Tf 59 In electing delegates to the General Con
ference, the iireachers and laymen shall vote sepa
rately, each branch electingby ballot; the preachers 
from the elders in full connection in the Conference, 
and the lay delegates from the inembers in full con
nection in our Church within the bounds of the Con
ference, the delegates to which they are respectively 
entitled. 

Tl 60. Whenever two-thirds of the Annual Confer
ences shall demand it, the Superintendent or Super
intendents, or, if there be none, the Secretary of the 
General Conference, shall call an extra session of the 
General Conference, fixing the date thereof, and the 
time of assembling, later than the next ensuing siis-
sion of each of the Annual Conferences. 

T[6l. The (General Conference shall meet on the 
second Wednesday of October, 1862, at St. Charles, 
Ills., and once in four years thereafter, at such place 
as it may designate. 
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Tf62. At all times, when the General Conference 
is met, i t shall t a k e two-thirds of all the delegates 
elected by the Annual (Conferences to form a (luoruin 
to do business ; bu t a smaller number may adjourn 
from time to time, unt i l a quorum !« obtained. 

63. One of the General vSuperintaUdents shall pre
side in the General Conference : but, in case no Gen
eral Superintendent be present, the General Confer
ence shall elect, by ballot, a President pro tem. 

Tf 64, Each General Oonference shall elect one or 
more General Superintendents , and a Secretary, V)y 
ballot . The Secretary shall continue in office unti l 
his successor is elected. " 

Tf 65. The inemV)ers of the General Conference 
shall deliberate and vote as one body, nevertheless, 
upon a call of one-fourth of the memberH present 
and voting, t he house shall dlvkle ; and it shall require 
a majority of the ministerial, and of the lay deU^gates 
present to pass any vote, or t ransact any business. 

Tl 60. The General (JJonterence shall have full 
powers t o m a k e rules tvnd regulations for our (Jliurch, 
U n d er th e folio w i n g 1 i mi t a ti o n s a n (I r e s t r i c t i o n s : 

1. The (jroneral Conterence shall no t revoke, alter, 
or change our articles of religion, or the General 
Rules of the United Societies, or estaljlish any new 
standards or rules of doctrines, contrary to our pres
ent, existing and estabhshed s tandards of doctrine. 

2. They shall not change or alttu* any [lart or rule 
of our government ; so as to do'away with, lay delega
tion, or an itineravit ministry, or GeniM-al Suixrin-
tendency, or the Free Seat systt^ni in our Churi-hi>s. 
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3. They shall not have power to deprive our 
preachers or members of the r ight of trial by an im
part ia l committee, and of an appeal . 

Tf67. Provided, nevertheless, t h a t upon the con 
current recommendat ion of three-fourths of all the 
members of the several Annua l Conferences, who 
shall be present a n d vote on such recommendation, 
t hen a majority of two-thirds of the General Confer
ence sticceeding, shall suffice t o al ter ei ther of the 
above restrictions, except the l a s t ; and also, when
ever such »alteration or al terat ions shall have been 
first recommended by two-thirds of the General Con
ference, as soon as three-fourths of the members of 
all the Annual Conferences shall liave concurred as 
aforesaid, such al terat ion or al terat ions shall t ake 
effect. 

-vv 
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SECTION I I L 

TJie ExecwUoe Conunittce, 

Tf 68. The Executive Committee shall consist of 
t he General Bu[)erintendent8, live traveling elders, 
and five laymen, to be elected by the General Oon-
Jerence from its members. 

. Tf 69, If any vacan(iy or. vacancies occur in t he in
tervals of Wu't ( ieneiul (conference, the reniainiuir 
members of tlie Executive (Committee may elect from 
t h e elders, or laymen, or botli, as the case m a y be , 
belonging to tlic la,st General Conference a sufficient 
numl)er to (ill. such va 'ancles. 

Tl 70 IM case there ix; no Super in tendent to travel 
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through the work at large, and preside over the An-, 
nual Conferences, the Executive Committee shall 
meet together and elect a Superintendent or Super
intendents, who shall serve until the ensuing General 
Conference. 

Ti^l. The Executive Committee shall constitute a 
court of appeals, which shall, if necessary hold a 
session once a year, for the purpose of trying all ap
peals tha t may be taken by any traveling preachers, 
from the decision of an Annual Conference. The 
President of the General Conference, or one of the 
Sui)erintendents, shall preside at the trial of appeal 
cases Seven niembers of the Committee on appeals, 
shall constitute a quorum. 

Tl "72. The Executive Committee shall meet once 
in two years whenever the Superintendents, or one-
third of the Committee, shall deem it necessary ; and 
a majority of the members elected shall constitute a 
quorum for transacting business. 

N. B.—The Executive Committee shall have charge of puMishing in-
tereats, eubj(^ct to the regulations adopted by General Conference of 
1S82, Sec aldo Index word Executive. 

SECTION IV. 

,. ; The A7i7iual Confere7ices, 

Tf 73. Each Annual Conference shall be composed 
of all the traveling and superannuated preachers 
who have been duly received into full connection, 
within its bounds, and of lay delegates elected by the 
several circuits, as provided for in the Section on 
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Circuit Meetings". Each circuit shall be entitled to 
one delegate, and, whenever there shall be more 
than one preacher traveling upon a circuit, the 
circuit shall be entitled to o i e additional delegate 
for every such additional x>i"eacher, provided, never
theless, tha t in no case shall a preacher be counted 
more than once in the election of delegates. 

Tf '<'4. There shall be the following Annual Confer
ence.-, to wit: The Genesee, the Illinois, the Susque
hanna, the Kansas, the Minnesota and Northern 
Iowa, the New York, the Iowa, the West Iowa, the 
Wisconsin, the Michigan, the North Michigan, the 
East Michigan, the North Indiana, the Central Illi
nois, the Wabash, the Ohio, the Canada, the Louisi
ana, the Texas, the Pittsburg, the West Kansas, the 
Missouri, the South Dakota, the Oregon and Wash
ington, the California, the Colorado, the North Min.. 
nesota, the Nebraska, and such others as may be 
organized as hereinafter provided. 

*f 75. Each Annual Conference shall appoint the 
place, and with the concurrence of the President, the 
time of its own sessions. 

•j 76. They shall (1) elect a Secretarj^ wdio sliall 
record in a suitable book, the proceedings of the 
Annaal Conference, and send said record to ihe Gen
eral (Conference for examination. (2). And in the 
absence of the Superintendent, or in case of his in
ability to be present^ -e* an Elder whom he may 

they shall elect, by ballot, an Elder from 
neir ow^ numbey, to preside. 
Tf 77./The mimsters and laymen composing the 

Annuiu Conterence shall deliberate and vote as one 
b o d y / b u t at tl/e call of one fourth of all the mem-

IW 
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bers present and voting, the house shall divide, and 
the ministers and laymen vote separately ; and it 
shall require a majority of both branches, to consti
tute a vote of the Conference. . 

Tf 78. The territory embraced by each Annual 
Conference shall be divided into districts, and over 
each of these one of the traveling eiders shall be ap
pointed by the Annual Conference as Chairman. 

Tf 79. The Chairman of the several Districts, and 
an equal number of laymen to be elected by ballot 
the first day of the session, together with the Presi
dent ot the Annual Conference, sliall constitute.a 
Stationing Committee, (of which the President shall 
be Chaarman, and have a casting vote,) whose duty 
it shall be to appoint the preachers to their several 
fields of labor; jji-ovided that no preacher shall be 
appointed to the same circuit more than two years in 
succession ; except that, in special cases, by the un
animous consent of the Stationing Committee and 
the concurrence of the Conference, a preacher may be 
appointed to the same circuit three years, and also, 
excei:)t in the case of appointments among foreign 
sj^eaking or colored people. 

Tf 80. An Annual Conference may, upon the un
animous recommendation qf the Stationing Com
mittee, leave a preacher without an appointment. 

Tf 81. Any preacher so left without an a[)point-
ment two years in succession, may be located by vote' 
of the Annual Conference. 

Tf 82. A preacher may be apioointed to a circuit 
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4. 
5. 
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7. 

without having charge of the same ; in such cases the 
administration of the circuit shall devolve upon the 
Chairman of the district and the Official Board. 

Tf 83.: Each annual Conference shall inquire— 
1. What are the names of preachers and delegates 

having a seat in this Conference ? 
2. Who are the Stationing Committee? 

What pretachers are admitted on trial ? 
Who remain on trial ? 
Who are admitted into full connection ? 
Who are the Deacons ? 
Who have been elected and ordained Elders this 

year ? 
8. Who have located this year ? 
9. Who are the superannuated or worn-out 

preachers ? 
10. Who have been received by transfer and from 

what conference ? 
11. Are all the preachers blameless in life and 

conversation ? Have they, during the past year, dis
charged their duties to God, themselves, and one 
another, as required by section 9, chapter iii, of the 
Discipline ?* 

12. Who have died this year ? 

13. What is the number of Churoh members ? 

14. Amount collected for superannuated preach-

* Let tho President call attention to Sections 9 and 10 of Chapter iii; 
of the Discipline. 

:• i 
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ers? For the Super in tendents? For the General 
Missionary Society? For the Annual Conferen(3<^ 
Missionary fund? For Foreign Missions ? 

15. Number of Sunday Schools? Of officer.-and 
teachers? Of scholars? Of volumes in library ? 

16. W h a t has been expended dur ing the year, on 
the circuits for Sabba th School purposes ? 

17. How m a n y copies of the Free Jlethodist a^re 
t aken ? 

18. W h a t amounts are necessarv for the so r)eran 
nua ted preachers, and the widows afi<l orpiiaj!^ of 
preachers? To make up the deik-iencies of ifio>e 
who have not obtained their regular alio wan ee oa 
the circuits? 

19. At the session next preceding tlie session of the 
General Conference, the question shall be asked— 
W h a t a m o u n t is necessary far us to rai^e to vvar* is !e-
fraying the expenses of delegates to the General (.'on-
ference? 

20. W h a t has been collected on the foregoing ac
counts, and how has it been applied 1 

2L Where are the preachers stat ioned this year? ' 
22. Where, and when, shall our next Conference 

Hbe held ? 

We recommend our peopU> to obstu*ve the Friday 
i p-recedingeach Annual and General Covdeivuce, vis î t 
'' day of fast i i igand pmyer . 
I NOTE. —For other pawfr.ri \)f Annual Cvnifi'ivuco^, î oo liu!c\. i':'<» 
t COL ferences. 

in 
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without having charge of the same ; in such cases the 
administration of the.circuit shall devolve lipon the 
Chairman of the district and the Official Board. 

Tf 83.: Each annual Conference shall inquire— 
1. What are the names of preachers and delegates 

having a seat in this Conference ? 
2. Who are the Stationing Committee? 

What i:)reachers are admitted on trial ? 
Who remain on trial ? 
Who are admitted into full connection ? 
Who are the Deacons ? 
Who have been elected and ordained Elders this 

year ? 
8. Who have located this year ? 
9. Who are the superannuated or worn-out 

preachers ? 
10. Who have been received by transfer and from 

what conference ? 
11. Are all the preachers blameless in life and 

conversation fr Have they, during the past year, dis
charged their duties to God, themselves, and one 
another, as required by section 9, chapter iii, of the 
Discipline ?* 

12. Who have died this year ? 

13. What is the number of Church members ? 

14. Amount collected for superannuated preach-

* Let the Preaidelit call attention to Sections 9 and 10 of Chapter iii. 
of the Discipline. 
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ers ? For the Superintendents ? For the General 
Missionary Society? For t he Annual Conference 
Missionary fund ? For Foreign Missions ? 

15. Number of Sunday Schools? Of officers and 
teachers? Of scholars? Of volumes in library ? 

16. What has been expended during the year, on 
the circuits for Sabba th School purposes? 

17. How many copies of the Free Methodist eire 
t aken ? 

18. W h a t amounts are necessary for the superan
nuated preachers, and the widows and orphans of 
preachers ? To make up the deficiencies of those 
who have not obtained their regular allowance oil 
t he circuits ? 

19. At the session next preceding the se.'^sion of the 
General Conference, the question shall be asked— 

' W h a t amount is necessary for us to raise towards de
fraying the expenses of delegates to the General Con
ference? 

20. W h a t has been collected on the foregoing ac
counts, and how has i t been applied ? 

21. Where are the preachers s tat ioned this year ? 
22. Where, and when, shall our next Conference 

b e h e l d ? 

i We recommend our people to observe the Fr iday 
preceding each Annual and General Conference, as a 
day of fasting and prayer . 

NOTE.—For other powers of Annual Conferences, see Index, title 
CoLforenees. 

-'t 
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, BECTION V. 

Tiie Quarterly Confere7ices. 

Tf 84. The (Quarterly Co^fi^rence shall be composed 
•of the t ravel ing preachers, members of t he official 

boards of the districts. 
Tf 85. Fou r sessions of the Quarterly Conference 

shall be held each year, in connection with the Gen
eral Quarterly Meetings, a t such times and places as 
i t niay designate. 

Tf 86. The Chairman of the district shall be Presi
dent of the Quarterly Conference, and in his absence 
a president ^>ro tem. s h a l l b e elected by t h e members 
present. 

Tf 87. A Secretary shall be elected by the Quarterly 
Conference, Avho shall keep a faithful record of i ts 
proceedings, and shall send t h e said record to the 
Annua l Conference for its examinat ion. 

Tf 88. The Quarterly Conference shall, (1) hea r 

complaints, (2) t r y appeals, (3) g ran t a n d renew li
censes, to preach, (4) and recommend suitable persons 
t o the Annual Conference to be employed as traveling 
preachers. No person shall be licensed to preach 
unt i l lie has been recommended by tlie Official Board 
of the circuit to whichi ie belongs, and unt i l h e has 
first been examined by the Quarterly Conference, or 
District Chairman, in regard to his piety, his sound
ness in doctrine, his gifts, and his usefulness. Let 
none be licensed unt i l satisfactory answers are given 
to all the questions found in t h e section, ^̂ Of the t r i a l 

it * i< 
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of those who think they are moved by the Holy Ghost 
ij:>preacli.''''. (5) The Quarterly Conference shall also, 
in connection with the Chai rman of the District, ap
point and hold Camp Meetings as the interests of the 
cause of God may require. 

S JO also Index^^it'o Conferences. 

SECTION VL 

The Official Meetings. 

Tf 80. An Official Meeting composed of the preach
ers, exhorters, evangelists, stewards, class-leaders, 
Sunday School Super intendents when members of 
our Church, and trustees of church proper ty when 
such trustees are members of our Church, shall be 
h^^ld in each circuit once a month whenever practi
cable. 

Tf 90. The j)reacher in charge shall be chairman 
of the Oflicial Meeting, except as provided for in Tf 
102, and in his absence a chai rman shall be elected. 

vTf 91. A Secretary shall be elected by the Official 
Board who shall keep in a suitable book, i)rovided 
for t h a t purpose, faithful-minutes of the proceedings 
of the Official Board, and also of the meetings of the 
circuit. , 

• Ti i>2. The Official Board shall look after the 

spiritual and temporal interests of the circuit. 

.̂  ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

1. Call o t the Roll. 

2. Reading of the minutes of the previous meeting. 

f 

« 
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3. Inquire , W h a t amount of nioney has been 
raised for religious purposes ? 

4. How has i t been applied ? 
.5 . Is the re any money in the t reasury ? 
6. Are there any claims to be presented ? 
7. Are there any recommendat ions *from the soci

ety for exhortersMicense ? No person should be li
censed to exhort without a recommendat ion from the 
society^ of which he is a member. 

8. Are there any exhorters ' license to be renewed ? 
9. Are there a n y exhorters to be recommended for 

local preachers ' l icense ? 
10. Are there any vacancies in t he Board of Trus

tees ? 
11. Is t he t i t le of the Church proper ty secure ? 
12. Are there any sick ? 
13. Are there any poor or dest i tute needing help ? 
14. Are there any walking disorderly and will no t 

be reproved ? 
15. Are there any whose probat ion has expired ? 
16. Is there any new business ? or any committees 

to be appoin ted ? 
17. Is there any unfinished business or committees 

to report ? 
18. Have the collections been t aken as ordered by 

the Conference ? 
19. W h a t amount has been raised for pas tora l sup

por t ? 
20. Adjoiirn. 

* Ry a " Society" is meant all the members of our Church that meet 
together statedly in one place for public worship. 
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: * • • Meetings, and also of the meetings of the circuit. 

He sliall also keep a record of all tho money raised 
on the circuit for religiouH purposes, and of the man
ner in which the same was expend<Ml. 

See Index, title Official, •"-''"'"''-^—w-' 
SECTION VII I 
Circuit Meeting.. 

Tf 93. Every circuit aliall have, wi thin th ree 
mon tlis p r io r t o th e session o f 111 e A n n 11 a 1 ('I o n f e i*-
ence to which it belongs, an Annu.d Cireuit fleeting, 
of which the preacher in change {-hall l)o chaii 'inan, 
and the secretary of the Official Board shall be sec
retary. 

Tf 94. At this meet ing the members o f t h e Church 
in full connection on the circuit, shall elect, by bal
lot, one or more of their number to represent tliem in 
the Annual Conference according to the provisions 
of the Discipline. No person on probation in an An
nua l Conference shall be eligible to election as a 
delegate. 

Tf 95. The a n n u a l Circuit Meeting shall elect no t 
less t h a n three nor more t h a n n ine stewards for the 
circuit, who shall hold their office for one year, or 
un t i l others shall be elected in thei r place. Any 
vacancy imiy be filled a t any regular Society Meeting. 

Tf 96. At this meet ing there shall be a full repor t 
presented by the Trustees of the Church property. 

Seol*ar. 218. 
Tf 97. T h e preacher in charge of a circuit, or (in 

his absence or refusal to do it,) a majority of t h e 
official board may call a meet ing of the circuit, 
whenever in the i r j udgment t he interests of tbo' 
Church reciuire it . 
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t^FFICERS AND MINISTERS. 

SECTION L 

The General Superintendents. 

Tf 98. The General Conference shall elect by ballot 
one or more traveling Elders as General Superinten
dents, to remain in office during the four years fol
lowing, or until others shall be appointed. 

Tf 09. I t shall be the duty of the Superintendents : 
1. To travel through the connection a t large. 
2. To oversee t h e spiritual and temporal interests 

of our church, and to labor to promote its purity, 
peace, and prosperity. 

3. To establish new societies. 
4 To receive and suspend preachers, according to 

the provisions,of the Discipline. 
5. To change them with their consent and the 

consent of a majority of the Official Board of the 
circuit from which they^areto be removed. 

, 6 . To transfer a preacher from one Conference to 
another, with the consent of the preacher and of the 
Conference to which he is transferred; and in the 
intervals of the sessions of the Conference, with the 
consent of the Chairmen of the Districts of the Con-
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ference to which he is transferred ; provided tha t no 
preacher shall be transferred to another Conference, 
without a certificate of his good standing and general 
acceptability, given by his Annual or Quarterly 
Conference. 

7. To form new Conferences in the intervals of 
General Conference, as the wants of the work may 
demand, subject to the approval of the General 
Conference. Provided, t h a t no hew conference shall 
be formed without the consent of th i Conference 
whose territory is affected, and also, without the 
consent of at least two-thirds of the members of the 
Executive Committee. 

8. To pr side a t the General and Annual Confer
ences, and to decide all questions of law therein, sub
ject to an appeal to the G^^neral Conference. 

Tf IW- The General Superintendent-s shall esti
mate the amount necessary to pay the expenses of 
delegates to the General Conference, and shall ap
portion the same among the several Conferences. 

Tf 101. The Superintendents shall be amenable to 
^he General Conference for the discharge of their of
ficial duties, and for their Christian conduct to the 
Annual Conferences to which they respectively 
belong. 

See Index, title General Suiwrintendetits. -

SECTION I i . 

Chairmen of Districts. 

Tf lOS. I t shall be the duty of the Chairman of a* 
distri«t: 
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1 To look after the spiritual and temporal inter
ests of our Church within "his district ; to take the 
charge of all circuits without a preacher ; and the 
oversight of the work on his district, accordinxr to 
the Discipline. 

2. To see that every part of the Discipline is duly 
€*nforced. 

3. To visit every circuit on his district whenever he 
may judge it expedient. The Chairman is especially 
directed and required to visit any circuit in his dis
trict, when so requested by the Official Board, in case 
of any dispute or difficulty, or any emergency t h a t 
may arise. In such cases he shall have power to call 
an official meeting and to preside over the same 

The circuit sending for him shall pay his traveling 
expenses. 

4. To hold four General Quarterly Meetings in his 
district during each year. , 

5. To hold Quairterly Meetings once in three 
months in each circuit within his district, and to labor 
as an Evangelist within his district, if, in the judg
ment of the Annual Conference the cause of God can 
be best served thereby. 

6. When a district has a traveling Chairman, he 
shall hold an ofiScia!, cireuit,or society Meeting on each 
circuit, in connection with his Quarterly Meetings. 

7. To appoint, receive, and suspend preachers m 
his district in the intervals of the Conference. Pro
vided, nevertheless, he shall not change any preacher 
contrary to his wishes unless by the request cf two-
thirds of the members of the circuit. 

8. To give the Superintendent all the necessary 

nf.| 
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information of the state of his district. 
9. The chairman shall not have j)ovver to employ 

a preacher tha t has been rejected by the Annual 
Conference, without permission by said Conference. 

10. The chairman may, with the consent of the 
preacher in charge, and of the Official Board, divide 
a circuit in the intervals of the Annual Conference if 
the interests of the work require it. • 

11. No chairman shall preside over the same dis
trict more than four years in succession. 

Tf 103- Traveling Chairmen shall be elected by 
ballot in open Conference, without debate. 

Tl 104. Stationed Chairmen shall be nominated by 
the Stationing Committee and elected in open Con
ference, wiJiout debate. 

Tf 105. In case there should be a vacancy in the 
office of Chairman, during the intervals of the ses-
rions of any Annual Conference, the President of the 
Conference shall have power to fill such vacancy, 
subject to the approval of the ensuing Quarterly 
Conference of the District. 

Tf 106. Whenever in the judgment of an Annual 
Conference, the interests of the work can be best 
subserved thereby, the same person may be Chair
man of more than one District|at the same time. 

Tf 10 -̂ The chairnian shall be support 'd b y t h e 
circuit to which he is appointed, unless he devotes 
all his time in labors as an Evangelist, as provided 
for above, in which case he shall receive his support 
from the district, each circuit contributing its propor-

» § tion, as agreed upon in the Quarterly Conference. 
Sec al«o Index, title Chai. men. 

i 
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SECTION IIL 

The Election and Ordination of Traveling Elders 
and of their Duty ̂  

Tf 108. Ques. 1. How is an Elder constituted ? 
A71S, By the election of a majority of the Annual 

Conference, having passed a satisfactory examination 
in the prescribed coursg^g|^study, and by the laying 
on of the hands of the President and some of the 
Elders tha t are present. 

Tf 109. Ques. 2. What shall be the time of proba
tion of a Traveling Deacon for the office of an Elder ? 

A71S. Every Traveling Deacon shall exercise tha t 
office for two years, before he be eligible to the office 
of Elder ; except in the case of missions, when the 
Annual Conference shall have authority to elect for 
the elder's office sooner, if they judge it expedient. 

Tf 110. Ques. 3. What is the duty of a Traveling 
Elder? 

Ans. 1. To administer baptism and the Lord's 
supper, and to perform the office of matrimony, and 
all parts of Divine worship. 

2, To do all the duties of a traveling preacher. 
^111. No Elder tha t ceases to travel, without the 

consent of the Annual Conference, certified under 
the hand of the President of the. Conference, except 
in case of sickness, debility, or other unavoidable 
circumstances, shall, on any account, exercise the 
peculiar functions of his office, or even be allowed to 
preach among us ; nevertheless the final determina
tion in all such cases is with the Annual Conference. 

ixi'm 
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• SECTION IV 

The Election a n d Ordinat ion of Traveling DeoconSy 
a n d o f their Duties. 

Tf 112. Ques. 1. How is a t raveling Deacon con
sti tuted ? 

A71S. By the election of a majori ty of the Annual 
Conference, having passed a satisfactory examina
t ion o n t h e first and second year 's course of si udy, 
and by t h e laying on of t he h a n d s of the President ? 

Tf 113. Qwis. 2. W h a t is the du ty of a t ravel ing 
deacon ? 

Ans. 1. To baptize ; and to perform the office of 
matr imony. 

2. To assist t he Elder in administering the Lord's 
supper. 

3. To do all the duties of a traveling preacher. 
Tf 114. No Deacon who ceases to travel, wi thout 

the consent of the Annual Conference, certified 
under the h a n d of the President of the Conference, 
except in case of sickness, debility, or other 
unavoidable circumstances, shall, on any account, 
exercise t he peculiar functions of his office, or even 
be allowed to preach among u s ; nevertheless, the 
final determinat ion in all such cases \-6 with t he 
Annua l Conference. 

• • SECTION v. • , • . 

The Reception of Preachers f rom other De7iomi7ia-
tions. . 

' T[115- Ques. How shall we receive those minis-
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te rs who may offer to uni te wi th us from other Chris
t i an Churches ? . 

Ans . Those niinisters of other Evangelical 
Cha^rches, who may desire to u in i^ j^ i ih our Church, 
wdiether as local or i t inerap^"miay be rec^eived ac
cording to our usa^^^^^T^^^^ncondition of their giving 
satisfactory answers to the questions which we pro
pose to our own membei's a n d i n i n i s t e r s before re
ceiving them into full connection, and of their giving 
satisfaction l o a n Annua l Conference of thei r being 
in orders, and of their agreement with us in doctrine, 
<liscipline, government, a n d usages ; /̂ruiv/ĉ t̂ cZ t h e 
Conference is also satisfied w i t h their gifts, graces 
a n d usefulness. 

Tl 116. Every minister whose ordinat ion is recog
nized by an Annual Conference;shal! 1)e enti t led to 
a parchment from tlie Ih-esident of t he Conference, 
certifying the fact of his ord ina t ion . 

SECTION VL 

Examinati07i of those, toho think they are 7noved by the 
Holy Ghost to pi^each, 

Tf 117. Ques. How shall we t ry those who profess 
to be moved by the Holy Ghost to preach ? 

A71S. 1. Let t he following questions be asked, 
namely : - D o they know God as a pa rdon ing God? 
Have they tlie love of God abiding in t h e m ? Do 
they desire no th ing 1)ut God ? And are they holy in 
all manner of conversation ? 

2. Have they gifts, (as well as grace) for the work ': 

.• .MtMMItMfMflinVMlA' ' ' .. ».iJeii,*i'i*ifc»W?«*<-**' iSafiBi 
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I lavethey (in some tolerable degree) a clear, sound 
understanding, a r ight judgment in the things of God^ 
a just conception of salvation by faith ? And has God 
giv^n them any degree of utterance ? Do they speak 
justly, readily, clearly? 

3. Have they fruit? Are any truly convinced of 
sin, and converted to God by their preaching ? 

As long as these three marks concur in anyone, 
we believe he is called of God to preach. These we 
receive as sufficient proof tha t he is moved by the 
Holy Ghost. 

SECTION VIL 

Reception of Preachers, 

Tf 118. Ques. 1. How shall a preacher be received 
on trial ? , 

A71S. By the Annual Conference, after passing a 
satisfactory examination as prescribed in the last 
section, and in the course of study laid down for 
those who seek admission on trial, and having been 
duly recommended by a Quarterly Conference. 

Tf 119. Ques. 2. How shall a traveling j^reacher 
be received into fall connection ? 

Ans. He must give satisfactory answers to the 
following questions, namely : 

1. Have you faith in Christ? 
2. Have you the present assurance of sins forgiven ? 
3 Do you believe in Christian perfection ? 
4. Have you attained to this rich experience in 

your own heart ? (If not,) Are you groaning after it ? 
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5. Are you resolved to devote yourself wholly to 
God and his work ? 

6. Do you know the General Rules ? Bo you keep 
them? 

7. Do you constantly at tend the sacrament ? 
8. Have you read our Discipline ? 
9. Are you willing to conform to it ? 
10. Have you considered the rules of a preacher? 
11. Will you keep them for conscience^ sake ? 
12. Are you determined to employ all yolir time in 

the work of God ? '̂  
13." Will you endeavor not to speak too long nor 

too loud? 
14. Will you diligently instruct the children in 

every place ? 
15. Will you visit from house to house ? 
16. Will you recommend fasting, or abstinence, 

both by precept and example ? ' 
16, Are you in debt ? 
Tf 120. He must have been employed in the regular 

itinerant work for two successive years, alter he was 
received on trial by the Annual Conf< rience. 

^ 1 2 1 . He must p^ss a satisfactory examination in 
the prescribed course of study. 

SECTION VIIL 

Rules for a Preacher''s Conduct, 

Tf 122. Ques. 1. W h a t are the directions given to 
a Preacher? 

-.•B.'««")Ufi"Wi'.W«?t.',-



s 
-M 

i 

4 

SEC. 8.] PREACHERS'RULES. 51 

Ans. 1. Be diligent. Never be unemployed; 
never be triflingly employed. Never trifle away 
t ime; neither spend any more time at any place 
than is strictly necessary. 

2. Be serious. Let your motto be. Holiness to thj 
Lord. Avoid all lightness, jesting and foolish talking. 

3. Converse sparingly, and conduct yourself pru
dently witli women. 1 Tim. v. 2. 

4. Take no step toward marriage without fir^t con
sulting your brethren. 

5. Believe evil of no one without good evidence ;. 
unless you see it done, take heed how you credit it-
Pu t the best construction on everything. You know 
the judge is always supposed to be on the prisoner's 
side. 

6. Speak evil of no one ; because your word, espe
cially, would eat as doth a canker. Keep your 
thoughts within your own breast, till you come to 
the person concerned. 

7. Tell every one under your care what you think 
wrong in his conduct or temper, and that lovingly 
and plainly as soon as may be ; else it will fester in 
your heart . Make all haste to cast the fire out of 
your bosom. 

8. Avoid all affectation. A preacher of the gospel 
is the servant of ad. 

I 9. Be ashamed of nothing, but sin. 
10. Be punctual. Do everything exactly at the 

time. And do not mend our rules, but keep them ; 
no t for wrath, but conscience' sake. 

11. You have nothing to do but to save souls; 
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therefore, spend and be spent in this work ; and go 
always not only to those tha t want you, but to those 
tha t want you most. 

Observe! it is not only your business to preach so 
.many times, and to take care of this or tha t society ; 
but to save as many as you can ; to bring as many 
sinners as you can to repentance, and with all your 
power to build them up in tha t holiness without 
which they cannot see the Lord. And remember 1— 
a Free Methodist preacher is to mind every point, 
great and small, in the Free Methodist Discipline 1 
Therefore, you will need to exercise all the sense and 
grace you have. ^ 

12. Act in all things not according to your ov/ii 
will, bu t as a son in the gospel. As such it is your 
duty t o employ your time in the manner in which we 
direct: in . preacliing, and visiting from house to 
house; ill reading, meditation, and prayer. Above 
all, if you labor with us in the Lord's vineyard, it is 
needful you should do tha t part of the work which 
we advise, at those times and places which we judge 
most for his glory. ' 

Tf 123. Ques, 2. Are there any smaller advices 
wdiich may be of use to us ? 

A71S. Perhaps these : . 
1. Be sure never to disappoint a congregation. 
2. Begin at the time appointed. 
3. Let your deportment be serious, weighty, and 

solemn. 
4. Always suit your subject to your audience. 
5. Choose the plainest texts you can. 

;.^•t:ft^'^M«>v^^^^^)<••^'^i*t1lW;lHtfi^^»'»^M»?ffi 
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6. Take care not t o ramble , bu t keep to the text, 
I and make ou t w h a t you t ake in hand . 

7. Take care of any th ing awkward or affected, in 
your gesture, phrase, or pronunciat ion. 

8. Do n o t usually p r a y extempore, above eight or 
ten minutes (at most) wi thout intermission. 

9. Frequent ly read and enlarge upon a portion of 
I Scr ip ture ; a n d let young preachers often exhort 

wi thout t ak ing a text. 
10. Always avail yourself of the great festivals, b y 

preaching on t h e occasion, 

SECTION IX. 

2'he diity of Preachers to God, tliemselves^ a n d one 
another. 

•fl24. Ques, 1. W h a t is the du ty of a Preacher ? 
A71S. 1. To preach. 
2. To meet t he societies and classes. 
3. To visit the sick. 
4. To visit all t he members and probationers on his 

circuit, a t least once in three months ; and all the 
niembers of his congregation wdienever practicable. 

5. To preach out of doors wherever an a t tent ive 
congregation can be found. 

6. To t a k e up all t he collections ordered by t he 
Conference. 

7. To raise money for t he purchase of tracts, and 
a t t end to thei r distr ibution upon his circuit. 

Tf 125. Ques .^2 . How shall a preacher be quali
fied for his charge ? 



M DUTY OF P R E A C H E R S . [Oh. ui. 

\ i 

A71S. By walking closely with God, and having 
liis work greatly a t hea r t ; and by understanding and 

" loving discipline, ours in particular. 
Tf 126. Ques, 3. Do we sufficiently watch over 

each other ? 
Ans. We do not . Should we not frequently ask 

each other, 
1. Do you walk closely with God ? 
2. Have you now fellowship with the Father and 

t h e Son ? 
3. At what hour do you rise ? 
4. Do you punctually observe the morning a n d 

evening hours of retirement ?, 
5. Do you spend the day in thd manner which the 

Conference advises ? 
6. Do you converse seriously, usefully and closely ? 

To be more particular ? 
7. Do you use all the means of grace yourself, and 

enforce the use of them on all other persons ? 
They are either instituted or prudential . 
I The instituted are— 
1. Prayer—private, family, and public ; consisting 

'0\ deprecation, petition, intercession and thanks
giving 

I Do you use each of these ? 
2. Do you forecast daily, wherever you are to 

secure time for private devotion ? 
3 Do you practice it everywhere ? 
4 Do you ask everywhere, H a r e you family 

prayer ? 
5 Do you ask individmals, D Q you use private 
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prayer every morning, and evening in particular ? 
Tf 128. 2. Searching the Scriptures, by— 
1. Reading : constantly, some part of every day ; 

regularly, all the Bible in order; carefully, with 
notes ; seriously, with prayer before and after; fruit
fully, immediately practising what you learn there ? 

(2.) Meditating : At set times ? By rule ? 
(3.) Hearing : Every opportunity? With prayer, 

before, at, after ? Have you a Bible always about 
you? 

3. The Lord's Supper? Do you iise this at every 
opportunity ? With solemn prayer before ? With 
deliberate self-devotion ? 

4. Fas t ing: Do you use as much abstinence and 
fasting every week as your health, strength, and 
[labor will permit ? 

5. Christian conference: (1.) Are you convinced 
Ihow important and difficult i t is to order your con ver-
'sation aright ? (2.) Is it always in grace ? Seasoned 
with salt? Meet to minister grace to the hearers ? 
(3.) Do you not converse too long at a time ?' (4.) Is 
not an hour commonly enough? (5.) Would it not 
be well always to have a determined end in view ? 
And to pray before and after it ? 

Tf 128^. II . Prudential means we may use either 
as Christians, as Free Methodists, or as preachers. 

1. As Christians : What iiarticular rules have you 
in order to grow in grace ? What arts of holy living? 

2. As Free Methodists: Do you never miss your 
class ? 

3. As Preachers : Have you thoroughly considered 
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your duty ? And do you make a conscience of exe
cuting every par t of it ? Do you meet every society 
and their leaders ? 

Tf 129. These means may be used without fruit. 
But ther(i are some means which canno t ; n a m e l y -
watching, denying ourselves, taking up our cross^ 
exercise of the presence of God. 

1. Do you steadily watch against the world.? 
Yourself ? Your besetting sin ? 

2. Do you deny yourself every useless pleasure of 
sense ? Imagination ? Honor ? Are you tempera te 
in .all things ? Instance in food ; 

(L) Do you use only t h a t kind and tha t degree 
which is best both for body and soul ? Do you see 
the necessity of this ? 

(2.) Do you eat no more a t each meal than is neces
sary ? Are you not heavy or drowsy after dinner? 

(3.) Do you use only tha t kind and degree of drink 
wdiich is best both for the body and soul ? 

(4.) Do you choose and use water for your common 
drink? And only take wine medicinally or sacra
mentally ? 

3. Wherein do you take up your cross daily ? Do 
you cheerfully bear your cross, however grievous to 
nature, as a gift of Go.l, and labor to profit thereby V 

4. Do you endeavor to set God always before you ? 
To see his eye continually fixed upon you ? Never 
can you use these means bu t a blessing will ensue. 
And the more you use them, the more you will grow 
in grace. 

Se.e Index, title Preachers. . 
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.IVte Duties of those who hdoe ihe c/ia/ge of Circuits. 

Ti 130. Ques. 1. W h a t a r e the duties of the preach
er who has the special charge of the circuit ? * 

Ans. 1. To receive and dismiss members accord
ing to Discipline. 

2. To see t h a t the other preachers in his circuit 
behave well, and want nothing. 

3. To nominate all the leaders, subject to confirma
tion by the class, and to examine each of the leaders 
concerning his method of leading his class. 

4. To hold watch-nights, and love-feasts, and t o 
see t h a t the sacrament is administered a t least once 
in three months . 

5. To t ake care t ha t every .society is duly supplied 
wi th books. 

6. To t a k e an exact account of all the members in 
society in their respective circuits, keeping the names 
of all local elders, deacons, and preachers, properly 
distinguished, and deliver such accotnit to the 
Annual Conference, t h a t their number may be 
pr inted in the minutes. 

7. To give an account of his circuit every qua r t e r 
to the Chai rman of the district. 

8. To report to the Society a t least once a quartet', 
the names of those who have been received in to the 
Church, or excluded therefrom during the q u a r t e r ; 
also the names of those AVho have been received or 
dismissed^by certificate, and those who have died or 
have wi thdrawn from the Church. 

Tf 131. Ques. 2. W h a t other directions^shall we 
give him. 

Ans. Several. 
1. To t ake a regular catalogue of the societies in 

towns and cities, as they live in the sti-eets. 
2. To leave his successor a par t icular account of 

t he circuit, including an^account of the subscribers 
for our periodicals. 
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To enforce vigorously, but calmly, all the rules 
of the society. 

4. As soon as there are four believers in any place 
to t>nt them into a class. 

5 To warn all, from time to time, tha t none are to 
remove from one circuit to another without a certifi
cate from the preacher in charge, in these words :— 
"A. B., the bearer, wishing to remove from this cir
cuit, we hereby certify tha t he is an acceptable mem
ber of the Free Methodist Clmrch. When admitted 
on another circuit, his relation to this circuit will 
cea.se. This certificate is good for one year only, un
less renewed.'' And inform them that without such 
a certificate, they will not be received into the 
Church in other {Vlaces. If any of our members 
live at a great distance from the class to which they; 
belong and are unable to attend, they shall, once a 
quarter, send to the leade^r or preacher their testi
mony as to their religious >tate. If they fail to do 
this, or to pay their Conference claims, they may a t 
the end of one year be recorded on the register as 
*' Removed without a letter." If such person after
wards claims his membership, the Official Board 
may restore it. A member holding a certificate 
&ihall be amenable to the circuit from which the cer
tificate was taken until the certificate is received in 
another place. After the certificate has been handed 
in on another circuit, he shall be responsible for his 
conduct during the time he held the certificate to 
the circuit which he shall have joined. 

C. To recommend everywhere decency and cleanli
ness, . 

7. To read the rules of the society, with the aid of 
the other preachers, once a year in every congrega
tion, and once a quarter in every society. 

8. He shall take no steps involving the circuit in 
financial liability, without the consent of the Official 
Board. 
, 0. He shall take care that a fast be held in every 
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society in his circuit, on the Friday preceding every 
Quarterly Meeting; and that a memorandum of it 
be written on all the class papers. 

N. B.—The preachers who have the Oversight of 
circuits are required to execute all the rules fully 
and strenuously against all frauds, and particularly 
against dishonest insolvencies; suffering none to 
remain in our Church, on any account, who are 
found guilty of any fraud. We recommend all our 
preachers t o preach on Christian Education and 
School Interests at least once a year in every public 
congregation. 

Tf 132. Ques. 3. What can be done to. supply the 
circuits during the sittings of the Conferences ? 

A71S. 1. Let all the appointments stand according 
to the plan of the circuit. 

2.-Engage as many local preachers^and exhorters 
as will supply them ; and let thern be paid for their 
time in proportion to the allowance of the traveling 
preachers. 

3. If preachers and exhorters cannot attend, let 
some person of ability be appointed ih every society, 
to sing, pray, and read one of Mr. Wesley's sermons. 

4. But if tha t cannot be done, let there be prayer-
meetings. 

See Index, tJtJe Preachers. 

SECTION XL 
Matter and Ma7i7ier of Preqcliing, 

Tf 1̂ '>3. Ques. 1. What is the best general mothod 
of preaching ? . 
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Alls, 1. To convince. 2. To offer Christ. 3. To 
invite. 4. To build up. And to do this in some 
measure in every sermon: 

Tf 134. Ques, 3. What is the most effectual way, of 
preaching Ciirist ? 

Ans. The most effectual way of preaching Christ 
is to preach him in all his offices ; and ic declare his 
law, as Avell as his gospel, both to believers and un
believers. Let us strongly and closely insi^i; upon 
inward and outward holiness in all its branches. 

SECTION XIL 

Rules by toJdch we should continue, or desist from 
Preaching at any place, 

Tfl35. Ques. 1. Is it advisible for us to preach in 
as many places as we can, without forming any 
societies ? 

Ans, By no means. We have made the trial in 
various places, and that for a considerable length o^ 
t ime. But in aL, the seed has fallen by the way-side. 
There is scarcely any fruit remaining. 

Tf 136. Ques. 2. Where should we endeavor to 
preach most ? 

Ans. 1. Where there is the greatest number of 
quiet and willing hearers. 

2. Where there is most fruit. 
Tfl37. Ques, 3. Ought we not diligently to ob

serve in what places God is pleased a t any time to 
pour out his Spirit more abundantly ? 

; . • ; • « 
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Ans. We ough t ; and at tha t time to send more 
laborers than usual into tha t part of the harvest. 

SECTION XIII. 

Visiti7ig fro7n House to House; Guarding against 
Those things that a7̂ e so co7nmon io P7'ofess-

'OTs, and enfo7^ci7ig Practical Religion. 

Tf 13P. Ques. 1. How can we further a.^sistthose 
under our care ? And aid in the salvation of souls ? 

Ans. By instructing them at their own houses. 
W h a t unspeakable need is there of this I 

1. Personal religion, either towards God or man, is 
too superficial. We can but j ust touch on a few par
ticulars. IIow little faith is there among even pro
fessing Christians I How little communion with God; 
how little living in heaven, Avalking in eternity, 
deadness to everv creature! How much love of the 
world 1 Desire of pleasure, of ease, of getting money I 
How little brotherly love I Wha t continual judging 
one another! Wha^t gossiping, evil-speaking, tale, 
bearing 1 What want of moral honesty ! To instance 
only one particular : Avho does as he would be done 
by in buying and selling ? 

2. Family religion is wanting in many branches. 
And what avails public preaching alone, thougli we 
could preach like angels? We, must, yea, every 
traveling preacher must instruct the people from 
house to house. 

3. Our religion is not sufficiently deep, universal-
uaiform. I t is superficial, partial, uneven. I t will 
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he so until we spend half as much time in this visit
ing, as we now do in talking uselessly. Can we find 
a bet ter method of doing this than Mr Baxter's? If 
not, let us adopt it without delay. His whole tract 
entitled. The Refo7^med Pastor., is Avell vc r th a,, careful 
perusal. Speaking of this visiting from house to 
house, he says, *'We shall find many hindrances, 
both in ourselves and the people." 

1. In ourselves there is much dullness and laziness, 
so that there will be much ado to get us to be faith
ful in the work. , 

2. Some of us have a foolish bashfulness. We 
know not how to begin, and blush to contradict the 
devil. 

3. But the greater hindrance is weakness of faith. 
Our whole motion is weak, because the spring of it 
is weak. 

4. Lastly, we are unskillful in the work. How few 
know how to deal with men so as to get within them, 
and suit all our discourse to their several conditions 
and tempers ; to choose the fittest subjects, and fol
low them with a holy mixture of seriousness, terror, 
love and meekness I 

T130. But undoubtedly this private application 
is implied in those solemn words of the apostle : " I 
charge thee before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shaU judge the quick and the dead at His ap
pearing, preach the word ; be instant in season, out 

M M 
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of season : reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long 
suffering." ^ *" 

Tf 140. O, bre thren, if we could but set this work 
on foot in all our congregations, and prosecute it 
zealously, w h a t glory Avould redound to God ! If t h e 
common lukewarmness were banished, and every 
shop and every house were busied in speaking of t he 
word and works of God, surely God would dwell iu 
our habi ta t ions, and make us his delight. 

Tf 141. B u t ifc is objected, I. ' ' T h i s will t ake up so 
m u c h time, we shall n o t have leisure to follow our 
studies." We answer, L Gaining knowledge is a 
good th ing, b u t saving souls is bet ter . By th is very 
th ing you will gain the most excellent knowledge, 
t h a t of God a n d eternity. 3. You will have t ime 
for gaining other knowledge too. Only sleep no more 
t h a n you n e e d ; " a n d never be idle, or trifiingly em-
Xiloyed." But , 4. If you can do bu t one, let your 
studies alone. We ought to th row by all the libra
ries of the Avorld, r a the r t h a n be guilty of the loss of 
one soul. 

I t is objected, I I . " The people will not submit to 
it." If some will not, o thers will. And all the sue 
cess with them will repay all your labor. O, let us 
herein follow the example of St. Pau l ] 1. For onr 
general business. Serving the Lord 7irith <iH Jiuimltty 
of mind. 2. Our special work, Ta>ke heed to your
selves mid to oil the flock. 3. Our doctrine, lie pen-
tance touKird God a n d fai t l i toward otir Lxyrd Je.s'U..-; 
Christ. 4. The place, i JKIVCtaugliiyoupubiicly, aud 
fl'om hou.se to house. 5. The object and manner of 
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teaching, 1 ceased not to 7/)ar7i every one 7iig7it a7id 
day., wi th tears. 6. His innocence and self denial 
here in , J have coveted no 7nci7i''s silvfSr or gold. 7. His 
l^atience, JSeitJier aou7it L 7ny life dear U7it0 myself. 
And among all o ther motives, le t these be ever be
fore our eyes : 1. The CIi'urGJi7vhicfiJiehat7ipuTcha.sed 
wit / ihis own blood. 2. Grievous lool/ves sliall erder in; 
yea, of yourselves sliall men arise, sp)caking p>erverse 
things. 

Tf 142. Wri te this upon your hear ts , and it will do 
you more good t h a n twenty years ' s tudy. Then you 
will have no t ime to si)are ; you will have work 
enough. Then, likewise, no preacher will s tay with 
us who is as salt t h a t has lost its savor. For to such, 
th is employment will be mere drudgery. A n d in 
order to do it, you will have need of all t he knowl
edge you can procure, and all the grace you can 
a t t a in . 

Ti The sum is, Go into every house in course, and 
teach every one therein, young and old, to be Chris
t ians, inwardly a n d outwardly ; m a k e every particu
lar p la in to their unde r s t and ings ; fix it in their 
minds : write i t on their hear ts . In order to this 
there must be line upon line, precept upon precept. 
W h a t patience, wha t love, what knowledge is requi
site for this ! We must needs do this, were it only to 
avoid idleness. Do we not loiter away many hours 
in every Week ? Each t ry himself; rio idleness is 
consistent with a growth in grace. Nay, witlioiit 
exactness in redeeming time, you cannot retain tlie 
grace yoil received in justification. ." 
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Tf 144. Ques. 2. Why are we not more holy? 
Why do we not live in eternity ? Walk with God all 
the day long ? Why are we not all devoted to doing 
good? Breathing the whole si^irit of missionaries? 

Ans. Chiefiy because we do not properly use the 
means. 1. Ho AV few wait upon the Lord in secret 
prayer unti l His blessing comes on the soul ? 2. Do 
we know the obligation and benefit of fasting and 
ab.stinence? 3. How often do Ave practice i t? 4. 

l i How little there is of seif-dei;ial? 5. How few bring 
I their tithes and offerings into \he storehouse of the 
f Lord? 6. How much there is of consecration to our 

own wills instead of to the will of the Lord ? 7; How 
few manifest a disposition to submit themselves one 

• to another ? 8. What a want there is of properly gov-
I crning the tongue. . The neglect of these alone is 
I sufficient to account for our feebleness and faintness 

of spirit. Let us aniend from this hour. 
Ti 145. Ques. How shall we guard against Sabbath 

breaking, evil speaking, nnxn-ofitable conversation, 
lightness, expensiveness or gayety of apparel, and 
contracting debts without due care to discharge 
them? 

Ans. 1. Let us. preach e?^pressly on each of these 
heads. 2. Read in every society the sernion on Evil 
Speaking. 3. Let the leadr-rs closely examine and 
exhort everv i:)erson to pnt awav the acvursed thir.g. 
4. Let preachers w^arn every society tha t none who 
is guilt^^ herein can remain with us. 5. Extirpate 
out of our Church buying or selling of goods wliicb. 
have not paid the duty laid upon them by govern-
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nienb. Let none remain with us who will not totally 
abstain from this evil in every kind and degree. 
Extirpate bribery, receiving anything, directly or 
indirectly, for voting at any election. Show no 
respect to persons herein, but expel all tha t touch 
the accursed thing. And strongly advise our people 
to discountenance all treats given by candidates 
before or at elections, and not to be partakers in any 
respect, of such iniquitous practices. 

SECTION XIV. 

Employing our Time profliably, when we are not 
Traveling, or engaged in Public Exercises. 

•f 146. Ques. 1. What general method of employ
ing our time shall we advise ? 

A71S. We advise you, 1. As often as possible to 
rise at five. 2. From five to six in the morning, and 
from five to six in the evening, t o meditate, pray, and 
read the Scriptures with notes, and the closely prac
tical parts of what Mr. Wesley has published. 3. From 
seven in the morning till twelve, (allowing one hour 
for breakfast,)read w'ith much lorayer, some of our 
best religioiis books. 

/̂ i 147. Ques. 2. Why is it tha t i)eople under our 
care are not better? 

Ails. Other reasons mav concur, but the ©hief is, 
because we aire not more knowing and more holy. 
' \̂ 148. Ques, 3. But why are we not more knowing ? 
Ans. Because we are idle. We forget our first rule, 
Be diligent. Never be unemployed. Never bo 
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Ae-t-her i^r^orir. i\'v\\ m o r e 1ini<^ 
at ai'iV ;-•...:•{ 1,":,;.... >- ' • ' ; : 'N^- Ttt\-':'s>.:!-^ ." \ \ (̂  ionr 
thert^ ^̂  .;.: :?g'ei.rivr a ;..u,i ux tli.s lua t I IT . a.nd that, 
few oi 12S are clear. Which oi us spend as iminy 
hours a dav in Goa's work a.s we tn-l lormerlv in 
man's work : We talk.-^talk or read wha t COUH'M 

next to hand . We musr, absolutely must, cure thi.-i 
evil, or be t ray the cause of God. Bu t h o w ? 1. Read 
the inost useful books, and t h a t regularly and con
s tan t ly . 2 Steadily spend all t he morn ing in th i s 
employment, or a t least live hours in the four and 
twenty . " B u t I have no taste for reading . ' ' C...:i-
t rac t a tas te for it bv use, or r e tu rn to your former 
employment . " B u t I have no books." Be d:';_: :.: 
to spread the books, and you will liave iliev,- . ! 
them. 

SECTION XV 

Necessity of union a mo it,: 

1̂1 

Tf 140.' Let us be deeply st^nsib'^ . . 
have known) of the mil of a vlw .v.v *.\ 
spirit, or i)ractice, and the droaihul . . . . - ; . 
ourselves and otliers. If Wt* ar<' i .u.:.\ . v 
s t and l>ef()r(» us? If we divid(\ wo hluv.. ... • . 
selves, the work of (Jod, i\\u\ the ^.^ids ^ : v . . 

*̂i 150. Ques. What, can !>«> ilou.« x, V.. 
closer union with each (5l her • 

Ans . 1. l i t^ us b<> dri^ply t*ou\ h\v'j\! . ; , 
lu te necessity of it. 
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men:-. Let none remain with iis who will not totally 
abstain from this evil in every kind and degree-
Extirpate bribery, receiving anything, directly or 
indirectly, for voting a t any election. Show no 
respect to persons herein, but expel all tha t touch 
the accursed thing. And strongly advise our people 
to discountenance all treats given by candidates 
before or at elections, and not to be partakers in any 
respect, of such iniquitous practices. 

SECTION XIV. 

Employing ottr Time profit ably, when we are not 
Traveling, or engaged in Public Exercises. 

Tf 146. Ques. 1. What general method of employ
ing our time shall we advise ? 

A7is: We advise you, 1. As often as possible to 
rise at five. 2. From five to six in the morning, and 
from five to six in the evening, to meditate, pray, and 
read the Scriptures with notes, and the closely, prac
tical parts of what Mr. Wesley has published. 3. From 
seven in the morning till twelve, (allowing one hour 
for breakfast.) read with much prayer, some of our 
best religious books. 

•i 147.. Ques. 2. AVliy is it that people under our 
care are not better? 

Ans. Other reasons may concur, but the «hief is, 
because we are not more knowiug and more holy. 

*-f 148. Ques, 3. But v/hy are we not more knowing ? 
Ans.' Because we are idle. We forget our first rule. 
Be diligent. Never be unemployed. Never bo i l 

ii 



S E C . 15.] NECESSITY OF UNION. 67 

triflingly employed. Nei ther spend a n y m o r e t ime 
a t any jdace t h a n is strictly necessary^" We fear 
there is al together a fault in this matter , and t h a t 
few of us are clear. Which ^of u s spend as m a n y 
hours a day in God^s work as we did formerly in 
man ' s work ? We talk,—talk or read wha t comes 
next to hand . We must, absolutely must, cure thi^ 
evil, or be t ray the cause of God. Bu t how ? 1. Read 
the most useful books, and t h a t regularly and con
s tan t ly . 2 Steadily spend all t h e morning in th is 
emxdoy.ment, or a t least five hours in the four and 
twenty . " But I iiave no taste for r i a d i n g . " Con
t r ac t a tas te for ib bv use, or re turn to your former 
employment. " B u t I have iio books." Be diligent 
to spread the books, and you will have the use of 
them. 

.; • • • ' S E C T I O N XV. . • ; . .. 

Nece.sniy of un ion among ourselves. 

I Tf 149. Let us be deeply sensible (from what we 
I have known) of the evil of a division in principle, 
m • spirit, or practice, and the dreadful consequences to 
^ ourselves and others . If we are uni ted what can 

s tand before us ? If we divide, we shall destroy pu r -
selves, t he work of God, and. the souls of our people. 

*̂ | 150. Ques. W h a t can be done in order to a. 
clo.ser union with each other ? 

Ans . 1. liet us be deeply convinced of the abso 
lute necessity of it. 
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2. P i ^ y earnest ly for, and speak freely to, each 
other. 

3. W h e n we meet, l e t u s never p a r t wi thout prayer . 
4. Take great care not to despise each other 's gifts. 
5. Never speak l ight ly of each o the r . 
6. Let us defend each other 's character in every

thing, so far as i s consistent with t r u th . 
7. Labor in honor each to prefer t he other before 

himself. 
8. W e recommend a serious perusal of The causes^ 

Evils a n d Cures of Heart a n d Church Divisions. 

SECTION XVI . 
Union 7mth others. 

Tf 151. We have Christian fellowship and love, for 
all i^ersons of whatever denomination, -who show by 

;their lives t h a t they "Fol low peace wi th all men, and 
iioliness without which no m a n shall see the Lord." 
' Tf 152. We will uni te with all well disposed persons, 
in an open. Christ ian manner , in promot ing social 
a n d civil reforms. 

Tf 153. B u t we cannot unite, where we are reqnu-ed 
to compromise our x>rinciples, in holding union 
meetings with a n y person, or denomination, whose 
practical s t andard of Christ ian character and church 
fellowship, is obviously below t h a t xfiainly set forth 
in the New.Testament . 

SECTION X:V1L 
Local Preachers. 

Tf 154. Ques. W h a t directions shall be given con-
•cerning local preachers ? 



S E C 17.] LOCAL P R E A C H E R S . 60 

W 

1 

Ans. The Quarter ly Conference shall t a k e cogniz
ance of al l t he local preachers in the district, a n d 
shall inquire in to t he giftSylaVjors and usefulness of 
each preacher by name . 

'̂' lo"). A licensed local preacher shall bo eli^'^ibla 
to the office of a Deacon, after he has prea,ched four 
yo;irs from t h e t ime h e received a rognhi;- license, 
and lia.3 ob ta ined a recommendation from the Oiuir-
tcrlv Conference, after proper examinat ion as to his 
Cliri.-lian character, h i s usefulness as a preacher, and 
a satisfactory knowledge of the i)rescribed cour.se of 
studv. 
' ^: 153. A local Deacoii sha l lbe eligible to the ofiice 

of an Elder, after he has preached four years from 
the t ime lie was ordained a deacon, and has obtained 
a recommendat ion f r o m t h e Quarterly Conference of 
which he is a member, certifying his qualifications 
in doctr ine, discipline, ta lents , and usefulness, a n d 
has passed a satisfactory examinat ion in the pre
scribed course of s tudy . 

Tf 157. Every local Elder, Deacon or Preacher, 
shall be amenable t o t h e Quarterly Conference where 
he belongs for h is Christ ian character, a n d th^Ja i th -
ful performance of his ministerial office. He 
have h is name recorded on the journal of said Con
ference, a n d also enrolled on a class paper, and shall 
meet in class; and in neglect of t he above duties, t h e 
Quarter ly Conference, if they judge i t proper, may 
deprive h i m of his ministerial olBce. And when a 
preacher is located, or discontinued b y a n Annua l 
Conference, he shal l hold his membership on t h e 

mtdM 
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circuit where he had his last appointment. 
Tf 1^8. Let the appointments be so arranged as to 

give the local preachers regular and systematic em
ployment on tlie Sabbath. " . 

Tf 159. When a Local Preacher is employed as a 
supply, his membership shall be on the charge where 
lie labors. 

Ses Index, title Preachers. 

SECTION XVIIL 

Eva7igelists. 

Ti 160. Evangelists are a class of preachers called 
of God to preach the Gospel, to labor to promote 
reviv^als of religion, and to spread abroad tho cause 
of Christ in the land ; but not called to a pastonil 
charge, or in all cases to government in the church. 

Tf 161. Any brother or sister in good standing in 
our Church, feeling called of God to this work, may, 
upon recommendation of the Society to which he 
belongs, be licensed bv the Quarterly Conference, 
after due examination, according to Section 6, Chap. 
3, of our Discipline entitled " Ofthe examination of 
those who think they are moved by the Holy Ghost to 
p-each." Such evangelists shall be members of the 
Quarterly Conference,amenable to it and shall pass an 
examination in tho course of study for local preachers. 

'^162. Those who labor successfully as evangelists 
for the period of four years, may, upon recommenda
tion of the Quarterly Conference, be licensed by the 
Annual Conference ; and such license shall hold 

*ii 
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good unt i l revoked by the action of said Annua l Con
ference. 

Ti 163. Members of an Annual Conference may be 
^appointed as Evangel is ts : tliey shall be enti t led to 
the r ights a n d privileges of those appointed to cir
cuits ; and shall be subject to the same rules and 
regulations as far as they apply to the i r circum
stances. They shall be subject to the restrictions of 
Tf 168; 

Tf 164. The GenerjLl Conference may elect a Gen
eral P^vangelist, or tv/o General Evangelists, to travel 
th rough the country a t large, open new fields of 
labor, organize new societies, and provide and place 
ever them temporari ly, pastors ; prepara tory to the 
organizat ion of new Conferences where we have 
none. 

T{ 165. If he should form new societies in any of 
onr existing conferences, they shall be under the care 
of the chai rman of the adjacent district. 

Tf 1G6. The General Evangelist shall have t he 
oversight of other Evangelists laboring in immediate 
connection with hi in. 

Tf 167. Such Evangelist shall be amenable to the | 
Annual Conference to which he belongs. 

Tfl68. No evangelist shall appoint or hold meet
ings A\here they wi!l interfere with the regular work 
of any preacher duly appointed to a circuit or sta
tion. 

Tf 160. Evangelists shall depend upon the fields in 
which they labor for their support, except in case of 
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General Evangelists, who may receive appropriations 
from the General Missionary Board on recommenda
tions, from the General Superintendents. 

C::e Index, title EvaEgelists. 

SECTION XIX. 

QualiJlcations, Appointments, and Duties of the Stuv-
ards of Circuits. 

•f 170. Ques: 1. What are the qualifications nec_ 
essary for Stewards ? 

A71S. Let them be x)ersons of solid piety; who both 
know aMd love the Methodist doctrine and discipline ; 
and are of good natural and acquired abilities to 
transact the temporal business. 

Tf I'̂ 'l- Ques. 2. I loware Stewardsto be appointed? 
A71S. By the xVnnual Circuit meeting, by ballot.. 
t 172. Ques. 13. Wha ta re the duties of Stewards? 
A71S 1.To take an exact account of all the money 

or other provisions corected for the support of min
isters i n t h e circuit. 2. To m a k e accurate returns 
of every expenditure of money, whether to the 
preachers, the sick, or the poor. 3. To seek the 
needy and distressed in order to relieve and comfort 
them. 4. To inform the preachers of any sick or 
disorderly persons. 5. To tell the preachers what 
they think wrong in them. 6. To at tend the Quar
terly meetings of ttieir circuit. 7. To give advice, if 
asked, in planning the circuit. 8. To at tend com
mittees for the application of money lo Churches 
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9. To give counsel in mat ters of arbi t rat ion. 10. To 
provide elements for the Lord'a supper. 11. To write 
circular let ters t o t he societies in the circuit to be 
more liberal if need be ; as also to let t h e m know, 
when occasion requires, the s tate of temporal concerns 
a t t h e last quar ter ly meeting'- 12. To register t he 
marr iages and baptisms. 

Tfl73. Ques. 4 . 'Whi l t number of Stewards are 
necessary in each circuit ? 

Ans. Not less t h a n three, nor iuore t h a n nine. 
See Class Leaders, Section XX, Par. 88. 178-186, and Index, title 

Stewards. • 

. ^ SECTION XX. • 

Bands , a n d B a n d Workers. 

1. Chairmen of districts and evangelists appoint-
^ ed by the General or Annua l Conferences, or It-

1 censed by an Annual Conference, may organize 
bands for evangelistic work : but no person shall be
come a member of such a band without recom
mendat ion of the society to which he belongs. 

^ 2. The rules and regulations of such bands shall be 
subject to the approval of t he Annua l Conference t o 
Avhich the leader belongs, or within the bounds of 
which he holds his membership. 

3.,No evangelist or band shall appoin t or hold 
I meetings where they will interfere with the regular 
I work of any preacher duly appointed to a circuit, or 
j stat ion, or district. 
I 4. Those who labor successfully in a b a n d for one 

year, may be licensed by tlie Quarterly Conference 
from year tb year, as band workers. 

Bw^w^pw^W»*y»^'J•V'r^t«^l'!^ 
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CHAPTER IV. 

^ 

O F T H E IMEANS OF GRACE. 

SECTION L 

Public Worship). 

Tf n4 . Ques. 1. What directions shall be given 
for the estal)lishment of uniformity in public worship 
among us, on the Lord's day ? 

A us. 1. Ijet the inorning service consist of singing, 
pi'ayer, the i-ea,ding of a clVapter out of the Old Tes
tament, and another out of the New, and preaching. 

2.' Let the afternoon service consist of singing, 
X)raye4', the reading of one or two chapters out of the 
Bible, and preacli ing. 

3. Ijet the evening service consist of singing, pray
er and preaching. 

4. But on the days of administering tlie Lord's 
Supper, the two chapters in the morning service may 
be omitted. 

5. In administering the ordinances, and in the 
burial of the dead, we recommend tha t the form of 
the Discipline be used. We advise tha t the Lord's 
prayer also be used on occasions of public worship in 
concluding the first prayer, and the apostolic bene
diction in distidssing the congregation. 

- wiWiPMIMIflttilllllWItlWlilMIIIIII 



S E C . 2 ] OF SINGING. 75 

6. Let t h e society be met, wherever it is practicable, 
on the Sabba th dav. 

Tf 175. Ques. 2. ' Is there not a great impropriety 
sometimes practiced among us, namely ta lk ing in 
the congregation, before and after services V How 
shall this be cured? 

A71S. Let all the preachers join as one man and 
enlarge on the impropriety of irreverent and secular 
conversation before and after service, and strongly 
exhort those tha t are concerned, to do it no more. 
If the people assemble before the hour of service or 
remain after it, let the t ime be improved in singing, 
prayer and testimony. 

SECTION II . 

The Spir i t a u d Truth of Singing. 

TT 17fe. Ques. How shall we guard against for
mal i ty in singing ? 

A71S. 1. Choose such hymns as are proper for the 
occasion, and do not sing too much at once. Seldom 
more than four or five verses. 

2. Let the tune be suited to the sentiment, and do 
not suffer the people to sing too slow. 

3. I n every society let due a t ten t ion be giveh to 
the cultivation of sacred music. 

4; If you cannot, yourself; sing, let one or two be 
chosen in each society to lead the singing. 

5. As singing is pa r t of Divine worship, in which 
all ought to unite, therefore exhort every person in 
t h e congregation to. sing, no t one in ten only. 
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6. I n no case let there be ins t rumenta l music or 
choir singing in our public worship. I n anca^es let 
t he Free Methodist H y m n Book be used in the 
regular services. 

. SECTION IIL 

Love Feasts, 

•f̂  177. 1. Let a Love Feas t be held on each circuit 
a t least once in three months . 

2. Let no person not a member of our Church, be 
admit ted to our Love Feasts wi thout t he consent of 
t he preacher having charge of t he same. 

SECTION IV. 

Class Leaders a n d Class 3feetings • 

Tf 178. Let no person, not a member of our church 
be admit ted to a class-meeting, wi thout t he consent 
of the Leader. 

Tf IT'O. Let each Leader carefully inquire how every 
soul of his class prospers ; no t only how each person 
observes the outward rules, b u t how he grows in the 
knowliedge and love of God. 

Tf 180. Let the Leaders converse wi th those who 
have the charge of their circuits. 

Tl 181. Let improper Leaders be changed by a nevy 
election. 

Tf 182. Let the Leaders frequently meet each other 's 
classes. 
, Tf 183. Let us observe which leaders are the most 

j t ' . ^, v̂  J. t-i ft'iSiiiii.f,'' (4i'*ii* vf^ti^^-j* ^^%fi?;^'^A«i'{<;g^a4>m 
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useful; and let these meet the other classes as often 
as possible. 

Tf 184. See t ha t all the Leaders be not only of sound 
judgment , b u t persons t ruly devoted to God. 

Tf 185. The preacher in charge may nominate, and 
the class shall elect the Leader by ballot, and if any 
person not nominated by the preacher receive a ma
jor i ty of votes he shall be declared elected. Let all 
the Leaders be elected in the last quar ter of the Con
ference year. 

Tf 180; There shall be a General Class-Meeting held 
in each society the first Sabba th in every month. 

Tf 1S7. Ques. Wha t shall we do wi th those niem-
V>ers of our Church who wilfully and repeatedly 
neglect to meet their class? 

Ans. 1. Let the P reacher ln charge, his assistant, or 
tho leader visit them, whenever i t is practicable, and 
explain t o them the consequence, if they continue to 
neglect, namely, censure, suspension, and finally ex
clusion. 

2. If they do not amend, let them be brought to 
trial for neglect of duty. 

See Index, title Claeees. 

SECTION V. 

Sunday Schools, a7id the IleUgious l7istructio7i of 

Childr€7i. 

T 188. Ques. W h a t shall we do for the moral and 
religious instruction of the children ? 

A71S. I t shall be the special duty of jDreachers 

:«»» 



76 CLASS ISIEETINGS. [Ch. iv. 

6. In no case let there be instrumental music or 
choir singing in our public worship. In all cases let 
the Free Methodist Hymn Book be used in the 
regular services. 

SECTION IIL 

Love Feasts, 

^ 177. 1. Let a Love Feast be held on each circuit 
at least once in three months. 

2. Let no person not a member of our Church, be 
admitted to our Love Feasts without the consent of 
the preacher having charge of the same. 

r-i 

\ SECTION IV. 

Class Leaders and Class Meetings • 

Tf 178. Let no person, not a member of our church 
be admitted to a class-meeting, without the consent 
of the Leader. 

Tf 179. Let each Leader carefully inquire how every 
soul of his class prospers ; not only how each person 
observes the outward rules, but how he grows in the 
knowledge and love of God. 

Tf 180. Let the Leaders converse with those who 
have the charge of their circuits. 

Tf 181. Let improper Leaders be changed by a new 
election. ' 

Tf 182. Let the Leaders frequently meet each other's 
classes. 

TI 183. Let us observe which leaders are the most 
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useful; and let these meet the o ther classes as often 
as possible. 

Tf 184. See t h a t all the Leaders be not only of sound 
judgment , bu t persons t ru ly devoted to G^d. 

Tf 185. The preacher in charge may nominate , and 
the class shall elect the Leader by ballot, and if any 
person not nominated by the preacher lecfuve a ma
jori ty of votes he shall be declared elected. Let all 
the Leaders be elected in the las t quar ter of the Con
ference year. 

Tf|l86. There shall be a General Class-Meeting held 
in lacli society the first Sabba th in every month. 

Ti 1S7. Ques. What shall we do wi th those mem
bers of our Church who wilfully a n d repeatedly 
neglect to meet their class? 

A71S. 1. Let the P reache r ln charge, his assistant, or 
the leader visit them, whenever it is practicable, and 
explain to them the consequence, if they continue to 
neglect, namely, censure, suspension, and finally ex
clusion. 

2. If they do not aniend, let them be brought to 
trial for neglect of duty. 

See Index, title ClasEes. 

SECTION V. 

Sunday Schools, a7id the Religious Tnstructiou of 

Childr€7i. 

9^ 
I : 188. Ques. W h a t shall we do for the moral and 

religious instruction of the children ? 
A71S. I t shall be the special duty of x^i'^^chers 
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having charge of circuits, with the aid of the other 
preacherf to form Sunday Schools in all our congre
gations where ten children can be collected for tha t 
purpose, and to engage the co-operation of as many 
of our inembers as they can ; to visit the schools as 
often as x>racticable ; to i3reach on the subject of 
Sunday Schools and religious instruction in each 
congregation at least once in six inonths ; and to form 
Bible classes wherever they can for the instruction 
of larger, children and youth, and where they cannot 
superintend them pe/sonally, to see tha t suitable 
teachers are provided for thali purpose. I t shall be 
the duty of Pastors in charge of circuits to establish 
and maintain Mission Sabbath Schools wherever 
there is an opening, and in such schools members of 
our Church shall be employed as officers and teach
ers as far as practicable. 

Tf 189. I t shall be the duty of preachers to enforce 
faithfully upon parents and Sunday School teachers, 
the great importance of instructing children in the 
doctrines and duti' s of our holy religion ; to preach 
to the children, and publicly catechize them in the 
Sunday Schools, and at special meetings appointed 
for tha t purpose. 

Tf 100. It shall be the duty of every preacher in his 
pastoral visits,to pay special attention to tlie children, 
speaking to them i:>ersonally and kindly upon the 
subject of experimental and practical godliness, ac
cording t o their capacity,, pray earnestly for them, 

.and diligently instruct and exhort all parents to 
dedicate their children^to the Lord, in baptism, as 
early as convenient. . 

Tf 191. Each preacher in charge shall lay before 
the Quarterly Conference, to be entered on its Jour -

:* 
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nal, t he number and state of the Suijpday Schools 
and Bible classes in his charge, and the ex ten t t o 
which he has preached to the children and catechised 
them, a n d make the required report on Sunday 
Schools t o his Annual Conference. 

Tf 192. T h e Superintendent .ot the Sunday School 
shall be elected by a Society meeting. The preacher 
in charge may hominate, Tlie Superintendent , when 
a member of our Church, shall be a member of t h e 
Official Board. 

CHAPTER V. 

OF SUPPORT AND SUPPLIES . 

SECTION L 

The aUowa/nve io tlie Preachers, and to their Widoivs, . 
and Children.. 

Tf 193. The allowance for the superannuated 
preachers shall be five dollars a year for the first ten 
of effective service after having been received into 
the Conference on tr ial or otlierwise, and ten dollarn 
a year for the next ten years, making one liundred 
and fifty dollars the full claim, . 

Tl 194; The above provisions shall apply to the 
widows of t raveling at id superannuatet l preaclierH, 
so long as they remain member.s of the Freo Metho
dist Church. 

Tf 195. On the death of a prea<'her, leaving a vA\'\U\ 
' or children without so much of worldly goods a;." 
should be. necessary to his, her, oi' t he i r support, the ' 



80 SUPPORT AND SUPPLIES. [Ch. V. 

Annua l Conference of which he was a member shall 
raise, in such a m a n n e r as may be deemed best, a 
yearly sum for the subsistence a n d education of such 
orphan child or children, un t i l he, she, or they, shall 
have arrived a t fourteen years of age. The amoun t 
of which year ly sum slndl be fixed by a committee of 
t h e Conference a t ench session in advance. 

f̂ 190. Each Annual Conference may order collec
t ions for neces.sitous cases amongst c laimants upon 
i ts superannuated funds ; and the money so collected, 
-fnliall be divided by the Anhual Conference, as in the 
exercise of its discretion the necessities of each case 
m a y demand. 
' '%X\)7: Ifc sliall ])e the du ty of a committee ap
pointed by the Official BoariJ, who shall be inembers 
of our Church, to make, after consult ing wi th the 
preacher in charge, an estimate of tlie amoun t neces-
f;ary for the su]>port of the preacher or preachers 
stat ioned with them ; which estimate shall be sub
ject to the action of the Official Board . 

And the stewards shall provide by such means as 
they may devise to inciet such expenses, in money, or 
otherwise. 

Tf ^ 98. Let every class-leader a t the commencement 
of the year, ascertain how much each member of his 
class is able and willing to pay , j:?eT v)eek, for t he 
support of t he preachers, and note the same in Jiis 
class-book, and diligently see t o i t t h a t t he collec
t ions are made Aveekly, duly credited, and paid over 
t o the Steward for t he benefit of the x>reachers. 

Tl 199. Let the Stewards circulate among bur 

! 
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5. subscription, payable quarterly, to supply, 
'^ficiency in the preacher's a l lowance; and if 

thiere be any surplus arising from the class collections 
and the quarter ly subscriptioiis, i t shall be appropri
ated for the supiiort of missions, unless otherwise 
ordered by the Official Board. 

See Index, title Support. 

C H A P T E R V L 

MISSIONS. 

Tf 200. The General Missionary Board of the Free 
Methodist Church shall be comx)osed of the General 
Super intendents , a member from each of the Gen
eral Conference Mijssionarv Districts, and a secre-
ta ry to be elected by the General Conference. T h e 
secretary shall be elected by ballot. The Board 
shal l elect from their number a President and a 
Treasurer. -

If 201. This Board shall continue in office unt i l 
the next session of the General Conference, and 
unt i l others shall be elected in thei r place. The 
Board shall have charge of all the General and 
Foreign Missions of the Churcli ej?tablished l)y the 
Board. • ' 

Tf-63. If from any cause any iiieinber of tin's 
Board shall cease to be a inember of tlie Free 
Methodist Church, his place upon the Board shall 
be declared vacant. . Vacancies shall V)e filled liy tlie 
Board from the districts where the vacancy occurs. 
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excepting the office of the Secretary, which vacancy, 
shall be filled by the Executive Committee. There 
shall be an annual meeting of the Board held a t 
such time and place as the Board may elect. 

Tl 203. The Secretary of the General Missionary 
Board shall keep all the records of the Board ; re
ceive and answer the correspondence relative to the 
General Missionary. Society, jiay over to the Treas
urer of the Board all monies received by him, taking 
his receipt for the same. He shall have charge of the 
Mission interests of the Church, subject to the 
orders and under the direction of the Board. 

Tf 204. The Treasurer shall receive all monies ac
cruing to the General Missions, by collections, dona
tions, bequests, or otherwise, giving receipts for the 
same, and shall pay over, upon order of the Secre
tary, whatever sums have been appropriated by the 
Board. He shall deposit all funds in some National 
Bank, selected by the Board, in the name of the 
Ge7ieral Missio7iary Board, to be drawn only upon 
the order of the Treasurer and Secretary. 

Tf 205. The President of the Board shall, with the 
consent of a majority of its members, make a general 
call from time to time, for a special collection, to pro
vide funds for any contingency tha t may arise in the 
mission field., 

Tf 206. It shall be the duty of the Board to take 
charge of all monies raised for General and Foreign 
Mission purposes, and appropriate the same to the 
extension and sui)port of the General and Foreign 
Mission work, provided they shall ai^propriate all 

€ 
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monies to the purpose for which «> they were con
tributed. ^ 

f207. The Mission Board shall publish In the 
official organ of the Church, quarterly reports of all 
receipts, and make full reports to each xinnual Con
ference, of receipts for the preceding year ; and to 
the General Conference at their respective Lessions 
of all monies received and disbursed by them, and of 
the results of such appropriations as far as can be 
ascertained. 

Tf 208. I t shall be the duty of each preacher in 
charge of a circuit to hold one or more missionary 
meetings on his circuit during the year, and take a 
collection and circulate a subscription for the sup-

.. port of Foreign Missions. 
•f 209. I t shall be the duty of each preacher in 

charge of a circuit to raise for general missionary 
purposes, by public collestion or otherwise, a sum 
not less than 15 cents per annum, for every member 
in full connection, to be forwarded to the Treasurer 
of the General Missionary Board. 

TI 210. Each Annual Conference may organizre a 
conference missionary society, which shall have 
charge of all missions within its bounds. I t shall 
have power to employ missionaries to labor within 
its bounds, who with the concurrence of the Presi
dent and stationing chairmen, shall be authorized 
to establish new societies where tlie interests of the 
cause of God require, provided tha t it makes pro
vision and be responsible for the support of all the 

J l missionaries which it employs. 
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excepting the office of the Secretary, which vacancy 
shall be filled by the Executive Committee. There 
shall be an annual meeting of the Board held at 
such time and place as the Board may elect. 

TI 203. The Secretary of the General Missionary 
Board shall keep all the records of the Board; re
ceive and answer the correspondence relative to the 
General Missionary Society, pay over to the Treas
urer of the Board all monies received by him, taking 
his receipt for the same. He shall have charge of the 
Mission interests of the Church, subject to the 
orders and under the direction of the Board. 

Tf 204. The Treasurer shall receive all monies ac
cruing to the General Missions, by collections, dona
tions, bequests, or otherwise, giving receipts for the 
same, and shall pay over, upon order o f t h e Secre
tary, whatever sums have been appropriated by the 
Board. He shall deposit all funds in some National 
Bank, selected by the Board, in the name of the 
General Missio7iary Board, to be drawn only upon 
the order of the Treasurer and Secretary. 

Tl 205. The President of the Board shall, with the 
consent of a majority of its members, make a general 
call from time to time, for a special collection, to pro
vide funds for any contingency that niay arise in the 
mission field. 

TI 206. It shall be the duty of the Board to take 
charge of all monies raised for General and Foreign 
Mission purposes, and appropriate the same to the 
extension and support of the General and Foreign 
Mission work, provided they shall appropriate all 

f 
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monies to the purpose for which they were con
tributed. 

•f207. The Mission Board shall publish in the 
official organ of the Church, quarterly reports of all 
receipts, and make full reports to each Annual (Con
ference, of receipts for the preceding year ; and to 
the General Conference at- their respective tessions 
of all monies received and disbursed by them, and of 
the results of such appropriations as far as can be 
ascertained. 

•f 208. I t shall be the duty of each preacher in 
charge of a circuit to hold one or more missionary 
meetings on his circuit during the year, and take a 
collection and circulate a subscription for the sup
port of Foreign Missions. 

Tf 209. I t shall be the duty of each preacher in 
charge of a circuit to raise for general missionary 
purposes, by public collection or otherwise, a sum 
not less than 15 cents per annum, for every member 
in full connection, to be forwarded to the Treasurer 
of the General Missionary Board. 

f̂ 210. Each Annual Conference may organize a 
conference missionary society, which shall have 
charge of all missions within its bounds. It shall 
have power to employ missionaries to labor within 
its bounds, who with the concurrence of the Presi
dent and stationing chairmen, shall be authorized 
to establish new societies where the interests of the 
cause of God require, provided that it makes pro
vision and be responsible for the support of all the 
missionaries which it employs. 
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Tf2 1. Each Annual Conference may, from t ime 
t o time, by vote, appropr ia te of i ts mission funds 
such sums to the General Missionary Board as in its 
judgment may be deemed proper. Each Annual 
Conference may, by such means as it shall judge 
best, raise funds for the support of missions within 
its bounds. " . 

The various Annual Conferences shall be grouped 
in General Conference Missionary districts as fol
lows :, 

District No. 1.-^Genesee and Canada. No. 2—Sus
quehanna , New York and Pi t tsburg. No. 3.̂ —East 
Michigan, N. Michigan and Wisconsin. No. 4—Illi
nois, Michigan and Ohio. No. 5—Central Illinois, 
Wabash, W. Iowa and Mo. No. 6 - Iowa , Minn., N. 
Iowa, N. Minn, and Dakota . No. 7—Kansas, W. 
Kansas, Texas, Louisana, Colorado, California, and 
Oregon and. Washington Territory. 

W. W. Kelly was elected Secre ta ry ; and the fol
lowing bre thren were elected members of the Boa.rd : 
District No. 1, S. K. J . Chesbro ; district No. 2, 
B. Winge t ; district No. 3, Pe t e r . DeVoist ; district 
No. 4, C. S. Gitchell ; district No. 5, W. B M. Col t ; 
district No. 6, J o h n Bui-g; district No. 7, George 
Seacord. 

C H A P T E R VII . 

h 

BOARD OF CONFERENCE CLAIMANTS. 

1. The Missionary Board shall consti tute a Board 
of Conference claimants. 

2. The officers of the Board shall, be a president. 
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vice-x)resident, secretary and treasurer, who shall be 
elected by the Board from] among its own number. 

3. The funds of this society shall be known as the 
Conference Claimants' Fund, and shall consist of 
collections by the Annual Conferences for such 
claimants. 

4. The claimants upon this fund shall be all super
annuated preachers, and the Widows and children of 
deceased preacliers ; and no claimant shall receive 
annually from said fund an amount greater than the 
regular disciplinary allowance. 

5. I t shall be the duty of each Annual Conference 
having claimants, t o appoint a committee at each 
annual session to estimate the amount necessary for 
their support for the ensuing year, subject to the 
approval of the Conference, which shall forward the 
same to the Secretary of the Board of Claimants. 

6. I t shall be the duty of the Board to estimate the 
amount necessary to the support of all the claimants 
and to apportion the same p r o r a t a upon tlie entire 
membership of the Church to be raised by Confer
ence collections. 

7. I t shall be the duty of the Board to make a 
division of its funds based upon the number of 
claimants, and not to exceed their regular disciplin
ary allowance, and to forward the same to the Gen
eral Superintendent presiding at each Annual Con
ference, which shall divide it according to the appro
priation of said Conference. 

8. The Board shall make a report of all its doings 
to the,General Conference. 

9. Any Annual,Conference deficient in its collec
tion shall have the amount of its deficiency deducted 

^ from the amount of its appropriation by the Board. 

CHAPTER VIIL 

CHURCH PROPERTY. 

Tf 213. Let all our houses of worship be built plain,. 
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and decent, without steeples, and not more expen
sive t h a n is absolutely required for comfort, conve
nience, and stability, and with all the seats free. 

Tf 214. Let no steps be t aken involving pecuniary 
liability, in erecting houses of Worship, parsonages, 
or in purchasing church proper ty of any k ind unt i l 
two thirds of the amount necessary to meet the esti
ma ted cost thereof is secured on good reliable sub-
.scriptions. 

Tf 215. Let no houses of Avorship, parsonages, or 
other church buildings be erected on leased ground. 

Tf 216. Let all our hoiises of worship, parsonages, 
or church property, be secured by Deed according to 
the form provided in our Discipline. 

Tf 217. Let the preachers in charge of circuits see 
t ha t tire trustees are duly elected according to the 
law of the State ; and t h a t the real estate belonging 
to the church be duly secured according to law. 

H 218. Let all our Boards of Trustees report to the 
Annual Circuit meetings the business of their Board's 
dur ing the year. 

Tf 219. No other denomination shall be permit ted 
to have stated appointments in any of our churches, 
without the consent of the preacher in charge and 
trustees. 

C H A P T E R IX. 

T H E CHURCH EXTENSION AND AID SOCIETY. 

TI 219i. 1. The Missionary Board shall consti tute 
a church extension and aid society. 

2. T h e object of this society shall be for the ad
ministering a gift and loan fund for the purpose of 
assisting in the erection of churches. 

3. Each Annual Conference shall appoint a Board 
of five members which shall constitute a conference 
church extension and aid society, t he officers of 
which shall be a president, secretary, and treasurer. 

4. The conference church extension and aid society 

i 
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shall be auxiliary to the general society; and shall 
under its direction have charge of all the work of the 
church extension and aid society within its bounds. 

5. The treasurer of the Conference Board shall at 
least once in three inonths remit all funds in his 
hands to the treasurer Of the general society. 

6. I t shall be the duty of the Conference Board to 
arrange for a collection to be taken at each appoint
ment on every circuit, for church extension, to be 
forwarded to the Treasurer of the Conference Board. 

7. All applications for aid shall be made in ac
cordance with blank forms furnished by the general 
society, and shall set forth : 

(1.) The number of members of the Free Method
ist Society, and the size of tlie congregation. 

(2.) The fact tha t the Board of Trustees is legally 
incorporated. . 

ijj.) The size and valuation of the site, the validity 
cf the title, and whether deeded to the Free Method
ist Church. 

(4.) A description of the building for which aid is 
asked. 

(5.) And the estimated cost when it is completed. 
[ij.) The amount of available and reliable means 

secured. 
(7.) And any other information tha t the general 

society may require. 
8. All such applications for aid shaU be first sub

mitted to the Conference Board, and said Board shall 
certify its action thereon to the General Society. 
And aid shall be gninted only by the concurrent ac
tion of the General Society and the Conference Board. 

9. The.Conference Board shall make a full report 
of its work to the Conference at its anniral session. 

10. The Church Extension and Aid Society shall 
publish in the official paper of the Church an annual 
X'eport of its work, and also submit a full report 
quadreniiially to the General Conference. 
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C H A P T E R X. 

CHURCH TRIALS. 

SECTION I. 

Tf 220. The great object of Church discipline is to 
reclaim and rAstore t he erring member. This should 
be steadily kept in view in every step t h a t is taken. 
Every effort t h a t love can suggest, should be made 
to bring back to the Lord one who, while under our 
care, has wandered from Him. 

Tf 221. In all cases of personal trespass, and in 
o ther cases where the circumstances permit, let t he 
du ty be lovingly, and faithfully performed, which 
our Lord enjoins in Matthew xviii, 15 to 17th verses, 
' 'Moreover if thy bro ther shall trespass against thee, 
go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone; 
if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 
But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one 
or two more, t h a t in the mouth of two or three wit
nesses every word may be established. And if he 
shall neglect to hear tliem, tell it un to the c h u r c h ; 
bu t if he neglect to hear the church, let h im be un to 
thee as a heathen man and a publican." 

Tf 222. If the last duty becomes necessary, let it be 
performed in the following manner. 

Tr ia l of Church Me7nbers. 

TI 223. Every crime forbidden in the word of God, 
sufficient to exclude a person from the kingdom of 
grace and glory, shall subject a member to expulsion 
from the Church. 

Tf 224. The neglect of duties required by the word 
of God, or the indulgence of sinful tempers, words 
or actions, shall subject the person so ott'ending, to 
private reproof by the official member of the Church 
having the oversight of the offender ; and in case of 
persistence after proper admonit ion and labor, t o 

* i^> 
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I tr ial and censure, being placed on proluition, or ex-
! pulsion, as tlie connnittee may det(M"mine, provided 
I t h a t no charge of the character referred to in tliis 
II paragraph, including tlie charge of falsehood, shajl 

be entertained until tlie par ty compiaiued of has 
been labored with as requirerl \yy [)ara,gra,pii 221. 

Tf 225. Any member against whom a charge is 
brought , shall be furnished by the person bringing 
the charL'e, or by the presiding officer of the t r ibunal 
to which he is judiclfilly r,es{)onsible, with a copy o r ^ 
the charges against hiiii, a t least fourteen days before 
the trial, unless the part ies against wliom charges 
are brought shall demand an earlier trial. 

TI 226. An accused par ty shall be entitled t o t h e 
assistance of such counsel as he may select from tlie 
niembers or ministers of our Church. 

Tf 227. I n all appeal cases, whether they como be
fore a Quarterly, Annual , or General ('onfen^nce ; 
no person shall be allowed to sit who has previously 
voted in the decision of the case. 

Tf 228. The chairman of t he t r ibuna l before whi( h 
t h e case was tried shall not pre.-i<le a t the hearing of 
the a p p al. If necessary, in order to avoid this, the 
Quarterly Conference may elect a president pro tem. 
for the hear ing of an appeal case. 

Tl 229. AVlien charges are preferred against a mem
ber, the preacher in charge shall call a meeting of 
tiie society, who shall select a couiinittee of not less 
t h a n three, nor more t h a n nine, who shall be mem
bers of our Church, withhi tho bounds of the Aiinual' 
Conference, to t ry the case. 

TI 230. Bo th the accused and accuser shall have the 
r ight t o challenge ^ r cause, t h e validity of which 
shall be determined by the preacher in charge. Tho 
preacher in charge shall preside a t t h e tr ial of mem-

'̂ M. 
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hetH • l)nt the chairman of the distr ict may, foi- suffi
cient rea.sons, appoin t some other traveling x^reacher 
in full connection, to p^reside a t any part icular tr ial . 

Tf 231. Any member who has been tried and con
victed by a committee, shall be enti t led to an appeal 
to t he next Quarterly Conference, provided he did 
not voluntari ly absen t himself from the trial, and 
provided h e gave notice of his in tent ion to appeal a t 
the t ime of his condemnation,^ or as soon thereafter 
its he was notified thereof. ,. 

SECTION IL 

Ofthe Trial of P7^eachers. 

Tf 232. Every crime forbidden in t he word of Godr 
sufficient to exclude a person from, the kingdom of 
grace and gloi*y shall subject a minister to expulsion 
from the Church. 

Tf 233. The neglect of duties required by the word 
of God, or the indulgence of sinful tempers, words, 
or actions, as well as the dissemination of false doc ' 
trine, shall subject the person so offending to private 
reproof by the official member of t h e Churcli havdng 
the Oversight of the ofi'ending b ro ther ; and, in case 
of x^ersistence after x>roiier admoni t ion and labor, t o 
trial and expulsion. 

Tf 234. An accused local xireacher shall be tried b y 
the Quarterly Conference of Avhicli he is a m e m b e r ; 
oi% a t his option, b y a commi4tee of not less t h a n 
three nor more t h a n nine, chosen for this purpose b y 
the Quarterly Conference: t he cha i rman of the dis
tr ict shall preside a t the trial . 

• - ^ . 
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TI 235. Any local preacher feeling aggrieved a t the 
decision of his case, shall be allowed an ai)peal to 
the ensuing session of the Arinual Conference. 

Tf 236. If a charge of gross immorality is brought 
•I against a local x)reacher in the in terval of the Quar-
| t | terly Conference, the chairman shall call a committee 

of not less t h a n three members of the Quarterly Con
ference, who shall have power to suspend until the 
next session of the Quarterly Conference, with whom 
shall rest the decision of the case. 

TI 237. A x^^^^^cl̂ ^^ ^ ^ probat ion in an Annual 
Conference shall be accountable for his moral and 
Christian conduct to the Quarterly Conference of the 
district within the bounds of which he travels. If 
charges are brought against him, he shall be tried 
the same as a local x)reaclier. 

TI 238. . Any traveling preacher who wilfully neg
lects or refuses to do the work assigned him by his 
Annual Conference, except in case of sickness or 
other unavoidable circumstances, shall be brought , 
by the Chairman of the district, or the Superinten
dent , before a committee of three ministers and three 

^ laymen, who shall have power to suspend h im from 
all the functions of a Preacher, un t i l the ensuing 
session of the Annual Conference, with whom the 
final determinat ion of t he case shall rest, and who 
shall have power to render the suspension final. 

Tt 239. Any preacher against whom a charge is 
brought, shall be furnished by the person i)referring 
the.charge, or by t he presiding officer of the t r iminal 

! , . : . « • 
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to which he is judicially responsible, with"a copy of 
the charges against him, a t least t en days before t h e 
trial, unless all t h e part ies agree upon an earlier t ime 
for trial . 

Tl 210. An accused x^erson shall be enti t led to t h e 
assistance of such counsel as he may select from t h e 
menibers or ministers of our Church. Both the a c 
cused and accuser shall have the r ight of challenge 
for cause, the validity of which shall be determined 
by the presiding officer a t the trial . 

Tt 241. If a charge of immorali ty or of unchr is t ian 
conduct is b rought against a traveling preacher in 
the interval of the Annual Conference, the chai rman 
of the district shall call a committee of not h s s t h a n 
three nor more t h a n six travelling i^reachers,' and a n 
equal number of laymen, who were members of t h e 
last Annual Conference, who shall have power to 
suspend until the next session of the Annual Confer
ence, with whom shall rest the decision of the case. 

Tl 242. Bu t if the accused be a district c h a r m ;n, 
then three of the preachers of his district shall call in 
t he chairnian of an adjoining district, who shall call 
t he accused before a committee as above provided, 
and preside. -

Tf 243. Each Annual Conference shall have original 
jurisdiction over all the x^^^^^^ î̂ i's belonging 
thereto, and shall have x>ower to renrove, suspend, 
locate for inefficiency or want of usefulness, or expel, 
according to the na tu re of the case, and as righteous
ness may require. 

Tl 244. All cases brought before an Annual Confer-

• • « 
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ence, either by complaint or by aMea l , may be re
ferred to a committee of not less tlitm four from each 
branch, who, in the x^resence of the ^resident of t he 
Conference; either dur ing its session W after its a d 
journment , shall try the case and decide upon its 
merits ; and their decision shall have tl^e same effect 
a s t h a t of the Annual Conference. 

Tf 245. In all cases of trial and conVdction of a 
traveling preacher, an appeal to the ensuimj: General 
Conference or Court of Appeals, as the axH^r^ant may 
choose, fehall be allowed, if the condemned person 
signifieslhis intent ion to appeal, a t the t ime of con
demnation, or a t any time iliereafter when he is in
formed tJierebf. 

Tl 246. J^iy^^s^s brought before the General Con
ference bwappeal , may, with t h e consent of bo th 
parties, belief erred to a committee of six ministerial 
and six lay ^^^egates, who, in the x^i'esence of the 
President of the Conference shall hear the case, and 
decide upon its merits : and their decision shall have 
the same effect as t h a t of the General Conference. 
I n the trial of all appeal cases the court shall either 
affirm or reverse the verdict rendered in the former 
trial, or remand the case for a new trial : and in cases 
of reman<liiig for a new trial no x^erson shall be eligi
ble as a ju ror in t h e new trial who voted on the first 
trial . 

Tf 247. In all trials, the proceedings shall be t aken 
down by u Secretary appointed by the cour t ; and 
when an appeal is taken, the case shall be decided 
from the test imony as it ax)pears upon the record. 

TI 248. After such forms of trial and expulsion, 
such persons shall have no privileges of society or of 
sacraments in our Church without contrition, con
fession, and satisfactory reformation. 
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SECTION IIL 

Insolve7icies, a n d the Settleme7it of Disputes, 

249. Qices. 1. How shall disputes between 
members of our Churcli concerning the paymen t of 
d e t t s or otherwise be settled ? 

4d.ns. On any dispute between two or more of the 
lembers of our Church, concerning the payment of 

debts, or otherwise, which cannot be settled by the 
parties concerned, the preacher Avho has charge of 
the circuit shall inquire into the circumstances of the 
case ; and shall recommend to the contending par
ties a reference, consisting of one arbiter chosen by 
the plaintiff, and another chosen by the defendant ; 
which two arbiters so chosen shall nominate a th i rd ; 
the three arbiters being members of our Church. 

TI 250. But if one of these j^arties be dissatisfied 
with the judgment given, such pa r ty may apply to 
the ensuing Quarterly Conference for allowance to 
have Q. second arbi trat ion appo in ted ; and if the 
Quarterly Conference see sufficient reason, they shall 
grant a seco7id arbitration, in which case each x^arty 
shall choose two arbiters, and the four arbi ters sha l l 
choose a fifth, the judgment of the majority of whom 
thal l be final; and any person refusing to abide b y 
such judgment shall be excluded from the Church. 

TI 251. And if any member of our Church shall re
fuse, in case of debt or other disx^utes, to refer tl.e 
mat te r to arbitration, when recommended by liim 
who has charge of the circuit, or shall enter into a 
lawsuit with another, before such measures are t aken , 
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^̂ e shall lie expelled, unless the case be of such a 
nature as to require or justify a process of law. 

Tf 252. Whenever a complaint is made against any 
member of our Church for non-payment of debt, 
when the accounts are adjusted, and the amount as 
certained, the preacher having the charge sliall call 
the debtor before a committee of a t least three, to 
show cause why he does riot make payment. The 
committee shall determine what further time shall 
be granted him for x^ayment, and what security shals 
be given for payment ; and in case the debtor refuse 

to comply he shall be exx^elled ; but in such case he 
m a y appeal to the Quarterly Conference, and their 
decision shall be final. And in case the creditor com
plains that justice is not done him, he may lay his 
grievance before the Quarterly (conference, and their 
decision shall be final; and if the creditor refuse to 
comply he shall be expelled. 

TI 253, Ques. 2. What shall he done in case of in-. 
solvency on the part of any of our members ? 

Ans. The preachers who have the over sight of 
circuits are required to execute all our rides fully and 
strenuously against all frauds, and particularly 
against dishonest insolvencies; suffering none to re 
main in our Church, on any account, Avho are guilty 
of any fraud. 

TI 254. To prevent scandal, \vhen any of our mem
bers shall fail in business, or contract debts which 
they are not able to pay, let two or three judicious 
members of the Church inspect the accounts, con
tracts, and circumstances of the case of the supposed 
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de l inquent ; and if ho has behaved di.s4ione8tly, or 
borrowed nioney wi thout a xn'obability of paying, let 
him beexx)elled. 

See Tiidox, title Trials. 

C H A P T E R XI. 

^ E RITUAL. 

THE OiiDEtl Ol<̂  BAPTISM. 

SE(rrroN i. 

I 

Baptism. 

TI 255. Let every adul t per.son, and the pa ren t s of 
every child to 1)e bax:>tized, have t he choice ei ther of 
immersion, sprinkling, or x>ouring. 

Tf 25(). We will on no account wliatever, make a 
charge for administering Bax>tisni, or for bury ing 
the dead. 

Tf257. The Ministrat ion of BapUsm to Tnfants. 
[The minister coming to t'lo f jiit, winch la to be fiKed with pure water, 

Fhii'l iib'e the following :] 

Dearly beloved, forasmuch as our Saviour, 
Christ, saith, Suffer little children to come un to me, 
and forbid tliem not, for of such is t h e kingdom of 
Heaven ; and as the holy apostle St. Peter, declares 
that , "The ])romise is unto you and to your children," 
therefore tins child has been brought h i ther t h a t he 
may be consecrated by this solemn ordinance to the 
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service of /iz.9 Creator, and that 7*e mav receive the 
sign and seal of the covenant of grace into which 
God is mercifully pleased to enter with all his 
children. 

I beseech you to call upon God the Father, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that of his bounteous mercy 
he will grant unto this child, that he being niade 
partaker of the divine nature may grow up into 
Christ, our living Head, in all things, till he comes in 
the unity of the faith and of the knowledge ofthe 
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ; and unto these 
pi rents ihe needed grace that they may properly 
discharge all the duties they owe to this child which 
God has given them. 

[Then ehall the minister say :] 
Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, the aid of all who 

need, the helper of all Avho fiee to thee for succor, 
the covenant-keeping God, we thank thee that thou 
hast made it our privilege to dedicate our children 
to thy service, tha t they may live to thy glory, and 
gain everlasting life. We call upon thee for this 
child that he may be delivered from the power of 
sin and Satan, and sanctified by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, and enjoy the everlasting benediction 
of thy heavenly washing. AVe xiray thee for these 
parents, tha t they may realize how great is the 
responsibility resting upon them, touching the 
X>roper training of those entrusted to their care : we 
beseech tl^ee to grant unto them the aid of thy Holy 
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Spirit, t h a t bo th by precept and example they m a y 
so lead this child in the narrow way of life, t h a t b o t h 
pare7it Sind child may come to t he everlasting king
dom, which thou hast xn'omised by Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

[Then Fhall the people stand np ; and the minister shall say :] 

Hear the words of the Gospel wri t ten by St. Mark, 
in t h e tenth chapter a t t he th i r t een th verse. 

They brought young children t o Christ, t h a t he 
should touch them. And his disciples rebuked those 
t h a t brought them ; bu t when Jesus saw it, he was 
much displeased, and said u n t o them. Suffer l i t t l e 
chiklren to come unto me, and forbid t h e m not, for 
of such is the kingdom of God. Verily I say u n t o 
vou, Whosoever shall n o t receive the k ingdom of 
God as a little child; he cannot enter therein. And 
he took them up in his arms, p u t his hands u p o n 
them, and blessed them. 

Tf 258. . • 
[Then ehall the minister demand of the parents severally, as follows :] 

Ques. Dost thou, in the presence of God, and of 
these witnesses, solemnly dedicate this child to t he 
Lord, t h a t he may live in his service all his days ? 

Ans. I do. 

Ques. Dost thou, so far as thou canst, ii^Liis be
half, renounce the Devil and all his works, the va in 
X)omi) and glory of t he world, wi th all covetous 
desires of the "same, and the sinful desires of t h e 
fiesh, so tha t , in the t ra in ing of this child thou wilt 
not follow nor be led by them ; and so tha t , as far 

•I 
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as in thee lies, thou wilt prevent him from following 
the same ? 

Ans. I do. 

Ques, Dost thou believe in the Holy Scriptures 
of the Old and New Testaments ? 

A71S. I do. 

Ques. ' Wil t thou, out of the same, diligently teach 
this child the s tatutes and commandments of the 
Most High ; and wilt thou t ra in h im up in the nur
ture and admonit ion of the Lord ? 

A7is. I will. 

: TI 259. 

[Then the minister shall take the child into his hands and s.Hy to the 
friends of the child •] 

Name this child. 
'0 ' 

[And then naming it after them, he thall sprinkle or pour water upon 
it, or if desired, immcree it in water saying :] 

N. I baptize thee in the name of the Fatl ier , and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. A7ne7i. 

[Then shall he say, all kneeling:] 

Our F a t h e r which ar t in heaven, hallowed be t hy 
name ; t h y kingdom come ; t hy will be done, in 
ear th as it is in heaven : give us this day our, daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as.we forgive 
them t h a t trespass against us ; and lead us not into 
temptat ion, bu t deliver us from evil. Amen. 

[Then shall the minister concludq with extemporary prayer.] 
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T h e Mi7iistratio7i of Bapt ism to such as are of 

Riper Years. 

% 260. Dearly beloved. Since all men are by na tu re 
sinners, and have notliing in themselves by which 
they can be delivered from the guilt a n d x^ollution 
of sin, and a t ta in to t h a t holiness wi thout which no 
man can see the Lord, we invite you to.join with us 
in fervent prayer for these x>2i'sons, t h a t they may 
have grace always to keep their covenant with God, 
and t h a t they may continually enjoy the washing of 
regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy Ghost. 

[Then shall the minister sayj 

Almighty and immortal Goil, the aid of all t h a t 
need, the helper of all t h a t ilee to thee for succor, 
the life of them t h a t believe, and t h e resurrection of. 
the dead : we call upon thee for tfiese perso7is ; t h a t 
/7ie?/, coming to t h y holy bax^tism, may receive the 
inward bai)tism of the Holy Ghost. 'KeeeiYe theni 
O Lord, aS thou has t promised by t h y well-beloved 
Son, saying, Ask, and ye shall receive ; seek, and ye 
shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened un to you ; 
so give now unto us t ha t ask ; let us t h a t seek, fiiid ; 
open the gate un to us t h a t knock ; t h a t these jyersons 
may enjoy the everlasting benedict ion of thy heav
enly washing, and may come to the eternal k ingdom 
which thou hast promised by Christ our Lord. 
Ame7i. 
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[Then shall the people stand up, and the minister sluM say :] 

Hear the words of the Gospel wri t ten by St. John , 
in the third chapter . 

Verily, verily, 1 say un to thee. Except a man be 
born of water, and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God. T h a t which is born of t he 
fiesh is flesh ; and t h a t which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. Marvel no t t h a t I say un to thee. Ye must be 
born again. The wind bloweth where it listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof, b u t thou canst n o t 
tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth ; so is 
every one t h a t is born of the Sxurit. 

[Then the miListcr thall speak to the persons to be baptized in this 
wise :] ' 

Well beloved, y^ho are come hither, desiring to 
receive holy bax^tism, ye have heard how the con
gregation h a t h x^^i^yed tha t our Lord Jesus Christ 
Avould vouchsafe to receive you, and bless you, to 
give you the kingdom of heaven, a n d everlasting 
life. And our Lord Jesus Christ h a t h promised, in 
his holy word, to g ran t all those th ings t h a t we have 
prayed for : which promise he for his pa r t will most 
surely keep and perform.* 

Wherefore, after this xiromise made by Christ, you 
must also faithfully for your xiart, promise, in t he 
presence of this whole congregation, t ha t you will 
renounce the devil and all his works, and constant ly 
believe God's holy word, and obediently keex^ his 
commandments . 
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[Thfn shall the minister demand of each of the persons to be baptized 
severally:] 

•^261. Qiies. Dost thou renounce the devil and all 
his w^orks, the vain pomp and glory of the world, 
with all covetous desires of the same, and the carnal 
desires of the flesh, so that thou wilt not follow or be 
led by them? 

Ans. I renounce them all. 
Ques. Dost thou believe in God, the Father Al

mighty, Maker of heaven and earth ? and in Jesus 
Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord ? and tha t he 
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary ? that he suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead and buried ; tha t he arose again on 
the third day ; that he ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth at the right hand of Gbd the Father 
Almighty, and from thence shall come again, a t t h e 
end of the world, to judge the quick and the dead ? 

And dost thou believe in the Holy Ghost, the com
munion of saints ; the remission of sins ; the resur^-
rection of the body, and everlasting life after death ? 

Ans, All this I steadfastly believe. 
Ques. Wilt thou be baptized in this faith ? 
Arhs. This is my desire. 
Qties. Wilt thou» obediently keep God's holy will 

and commandments, and walk in the same all the 
days of thy life ? 

A71S. I will endeavor so to do, God being my 
helper. . 
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[Then shall the miui^:tcr say :] 

O merciful God, grant t h a t the old Adam in these's 
pe7'S07is may be so buried, t h a t the new man may be 
raised up in j(/?.6m. A?nen. 

Grant t h a t all carnal affections m a y die in tliem, 
and tha t all th ings belonging to the Spirit m a y live 
and grow in them. Amen. 

Gran t t h a t they may have power ai.d s trength 
to have victory, and t r iumph against the devil, the 
world and the flesh. Amen. 

Grant t h a t they, being here dedicated to thee l)y 
our office and ministry, may also be endued with 
hf^avenl V virtues, and everlastin:j;lv rewarded throngh 
tliv mercy, O, blessed Lord God,, who dovt live, and 
govern all things, world without end, Anien. 

Almighty, ever-living God, whose most dearly be
loved Son, Jesus Christ, died for the forgiveness of 
our s ins ; and gave commandment to hrs discii)les 
t h a t they should go and t e a d i all nations, and bax)-
tize them in the name of the Father , and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghos t ; regard, we beseech thee, the 
supplications of this congregation ; and gran t t h a t 
the ^?e7',yo??A'now to be bax-)tized m a y receive the ful
ness of thy grace, and ever remain in the number of 
thy faithful and elect chihlren, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

'TI 262. 
Then shall the minister take bv the right 1:and each person to be bap

tized : and placing him conveniently by the font, a rordintij to his 
d scretion, shall ask the name : and ttimi sprinkle or pain- water npon 

• him, (or if he shall deairc it, saa!! iiiimerse him in water,,) saying : 
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17. I baptize thee in tlie name of the Fa the r , a n l 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Ame7i. 

Then shall bo said the Lord's Prayer, all kneeling, concladinir witb 
extemporary prayer, anl the benediction. 

SECTION HI. ' 

THE LORD'S S U P P E R . 

GeTieral Directio7is. 

TI 263. No person, shall be admit ted to the Lord's 
Supper among us who is guilty of any immoral or 
unchristian practice for which >ve would exclude a 
member of our Church. 

TI 264. xill persons properly included in the gen
eral invitation may be allowed to pa r t ake of t he 
Lord's Supper among us. 

The Order for the Administratio7i of the Lord\s 
Supper. 

[The Elder may say.] 

'i 265. Ye tha t do truly and earnestly repent of 
your sins, and are in love and chari ty with your 
neighbors, and intend to lead a new life, following 
the commandments of God, and walking henceforth 
in his holy ways ; draw near with faith, and take this 
holy sacrament to your comfort : and m a k e your 
humble confession to Almighty God meekly kneel ing 
U!)on vour knees. 
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Then may thi.M general confession be made. 

Almighty God, Father of bur Lord Jesus Christ, 
Maker of all tilings, Judge of all men : we acknowl
edge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, 
which we from time to time most grievously have 
committed, by thought, word, and deed, agaii:j,st thy 
Divine Majesty, provOkinj| most justly tliy wrath 
and indignation against us. AVe do earnestly repent, 
and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings ; the 
remembrance of them is grievous unto us. Have 
mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, moat merciful 
Fa ther ; for thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 
forgive us all that is pas t ; and grant tha t we may 
ever hereafter serve and please thee in newness of 
life, to the honor and glory of thy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

[Or in place cf it the Elder may say the IiOrd''3 Prayer ; the people re
peating after him every petition] 

TI 267. Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name ; thy kingdom come ;, thy will be done in 
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptatioU, but 
deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

Then may tho Elder say, 

O Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of thy 

I 
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gretit mercy hast promised forgiveness of sins to all 
them that with hearty repentance and true faith, 
turn unto thee ; have mercy upon u s ; pardon and 
deliver us from our sins, confirm and strengthen us 
in all goodness, and bring us to everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. A77ie7i. 

Tlie Collect. 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be Opened, all 
desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid ; 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts, bythe inspiration 
of thy Holy Spirit, t h a t we may XDcrfectly love thee^ 
and worthily magnify thy holy name, through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Then may the Elder say, 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty that 
we should at all times, and in all x^laces, give thanks 
unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, Almighty and ever
lasting God. 

Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with 
all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy 
glorious name, evermore praising thee, and saying. 
Holy, holy, holy; Lord God of hosts, heaven and 
earth are full of thy glory, Glory be to thee, O Lord 
most high. Ame7i. / 

Thenmay the elder say, 

We do not presume to come to this thy table, O 
merciful Lord^ trusting in our own righteousness, b u t f 
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in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not wor
thy so much as to gather Up the crumbs under thy 
table. But thou art the same Lord, whose x^roperty is 
always to have mercy; Grant us therefore gracious 
Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, 
and to drink his blood, that we may live and grow 
thereby, and that being washed through his m o s t 
precious blood, we may evermore dwell in him, and 
he inns. A7nen, 

Then may the Elder say the prayer of consecration, as follows, 

TI 268. Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who 
of thy tender mercy didst give thine only Son, Jesus 
Christ, to suffer death upon the cross for our redemp
tion; who made there, by his oblation of himself 
once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, 
oblation and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole 
world ; and did institute, and in his holy gospel com
mand us to continue a perpetual memory of that his 
precious death until his coming again; hear us, O 
merciful Father, we most humbly beseech thee, and 
grant tha t we, receiving these thy creatures of bread 
and wine, according to thy Son, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ's holy institution, in remembrance of his death 
and passion may be partakers of His most blessed 
body and blood; who in the 
same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread; (1) and when he [ijnere the cHer may 
had given thanks, he broke it take the plate of bread into 

his hand, 
and gave i t t o his disciples, say
ing, Take, ea t ; this is my body 
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which is given for you ; do this 
in remembrance of me. Likewise 
after supper he took (2) the cup ; J^^S ît,̂ ^^^ :̂̂ ^ t«^« ^^ 
and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, saying, Drink 
ye al lot this ; for this (3) is niy,t'^l,^'i<|,^ralff^^^^^ 
blood of the New Testament, which contain the wine. 
which is shed for you. and for 
many, for the remission of sins; 
do this as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of 
me. Amen. 

f 269. Thenmay the minister first receive the commnnion in both kinds 
himself, and then proceed to deliver the same to the other ministers 
in like manner, [if any there be presentd and after that to the people 
also, in order, into their hands. And when he delivereth the bread he 
shall say, 

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given 
for thee, x)reserve thy soul and body unto everlasting 
life. Take and eat this in remembrance that Christ 
died for thee, and feed on him in thy heart, by faith, 
with thanksgiving. 

And the minister that delivereth the cnp may say, , 

The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was 
shed for thee, preserve thy soul and body unto ever
lasting life. Drink this in remembrance that Christ's 
blood was shed for thee, and be thankful. 

If the consecrated bread or wine shall be all spent before all have com
municated, the elder may consecrate more, by repeating the prayer of 
consecration. 

"VtiMMSHlMMtlM 
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When all have, communicated, the minister shall return to the Lord'i 
table, and place upon it what remaineth ofthe consecrated elements, 
covering the same with a fair linen cloth. 

Here the elder may offer extempore prayer, concluding with 
thia blessing. 

May the peace of Godj which passeth all under
standing, keep your hearts and minds in tlie know
ledge and love of God, and of His Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord ; and the blessings of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be among you 
and remain with you always. Ame7i. 

FORMS OF ORDINATION. 

SECTION IV. 

!77ie Form and Manner of 07^dai7iing Elders, 

T270. When the day appointed for Ihe ordination is come, there shall 
be a sermon or exhortation, declsrins: the duly and tllleo of such as 
come to be admitted elders ; how nece.«sary that order ia in the CJhurch 
of Christ, and also how the peopleought to esteem them in their office. 

After which one of the elders shall present nnto the presidei-.> albtheiai 
tliat are to be ordained, and say, 

I present unto you these persons present to be oi-
dained elders. 

Then their names being read aloud, the president shall say unto the 
people, 

TI 271. Brethren, these are they whom we purpose, 
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God willing, this day to ordain elders. For after due 
examination, we find not to the contrary, but t h a t 
they are lawfully called to this function and ministry, 
and that they are persons meet for the same. Bu t if 
there be any of you who knoweth any impediment or 
crime in any of them, for v h x l i he ought not to be 
received into this holy ministry, let him come forth 
in the name of God, and show what the crime or im 
pediment is. 

If any crime or impediment be objected, the president shall surceaee 
from ordaining th»it person until such time as the party accused shall 
be found clear of the crime. 

f 272. Then shall be said the collect, epistle, and gospel as followeth ; 

The Collect. 
^ . . • • 

Almighty God, Giver of all good things, who by 
thy Holy Spirit hast appointed divers orders of min
isters in thy Church ; mercifully behold these thy 
servants now called to the office of elders, and re
plenish them so with the truth of thy doctrine, and 
adorn them with innocency of life, that both by 
word and good example they may faithfully serve 
thee in this office, to the glory of thy name, and the 
edification of thy Church, through the mercies of our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth w'th 
thee and the Holy Ghost, world Without end. A7nen, 

The Epistle. Eph. iv., 7-13. 

"Unto every one of us is given grace according to 
the measure of the gift of Christ. Wl-erefore he 

'- .•»«rt»j^/.^W.»H*V»Wfftf»»»W»»WM:tft»i^^ 
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saith. When he ascended ux) on high, he led cax)tivity 
caxjtive, arid gave gifts unto men. (Now that he 
ascended, what is it but that he Jilso descended first 
into the lower parts of the earth ? He that descended 
is the same also that ascended up far above all 
heavens, that he might fill all things.) And he gave 
some, apostles; and some, proifliets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers ; for the 
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ; till we all 
come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge ot 
the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the meas
ure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. 

After this shall be read for the Gospel, ])ait of tlie tenth chapter of 
St. John xi, IG. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you. He that entereth 
not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up 
some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. 
But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd 
of the sheep. To him the x^orter openeth; and the 
sheep hear his voice : and he calleth his own sheep 
byname, and leadeth them out. And when he put
teth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and 
the sheep follow him : fpr they know his voice. And 
a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from 
him ; for they know not the voice of strangers. Ttn;4 
parable spake Jesus unto them ; but they understood. 
not what things they were which he spake unto them. 
Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, I am the door cf the sheep. All that 
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ever came before me are thieves and robbers : but the 
sheep did not hear them. I am the door; by me, if 
any man enter in, ho shal I be saved, ahd shall go in and 
out and find pasture. The thief cometh not but for 
to steal and to kill, and to destroy ; I am come that 
they might have life, and tha t they might have it 
more abundantly. I am the good shepherd; the 
good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. But he 
that is a hireling, and not the shepherd, whose owii 
the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth 
the sheep, and fleeth ; and the wolf catcheth them, 
and scattereth the sheep. The hireling fleeth, be
cause he is a hireling, and careth not for the sheep. 
I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, an^d 
am known of mine, , As the Father knoweth me-
even so know I the Father : and I lay down my life 
for the slieex^. And other sheep I have, wh'cli are 
not of this fold: them also I inust bring, and they 
shall hear my voice ; and there shall be one fold and 
one shepherd. 

And that done, the president shall say unto them as hereafter followeth ̂  

TI 2721. You have heard, brethren, in the exhor
tation which was now made to you, and in the holy 
lessons taken out of the Gospel, and the writings of 
the ax)ostles of what dignity, and of how great iin-
portance this office is wliereunto ye are called. And 
nowagain we exhort you in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that you have in remembrance, into 
how high a dignit^^ and to how wei^dity an office ye 

I 

IIHB»iliMaiWi<tt#>'iiwttl^^ 
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are called ; tha t is to say; to be messengers, watch
men, and stewards of the Lord, to teach and to 
premonish, to feed and to provide for the liprd's fam
ily, to seek for Christ's sheep tha t are dispersed 
abroad, and for his children tha t are in the midst of 
this evil world, tha t they may be saved through 
Christ forever. 

Have always, therefore, printed in your remem
brance, how great a treasure is committed to your 
charge. For they are the sheex^ of Christ, which he 
bought with his death, and for whom he shed his 
blood. The church and congregation whom you 
must serve, is his spouse and his body. And i f . i t 
shall happen, the same Church, or any member 
thereof, do take any hurt or hindrance by reason of 
your negligence, ye know the greatness of the fault, 
and also the horrible punishment tha t will ensue. 
\y^herefore, consider with yourselves the end of the 
ministry toward the children of God, toward the 
spouse and body of Christ; and see that you never 
cease your labor, your care and diligence, unti l you 
have done all that lieth in you, according to your 
bounden duty, to bring all such as are or shall be 
committed to your charge, unto that agreement in 
the faith and knowledge of God, and to tha t ripeness 
and perfectness of age in Christ, tha t there be no 
Xolace left among you, either for error in religion, or 
for viciousness in life. 

Forasmuch then, as your ofDce is both of so great 
, excellency, and of so great difficulty, ye see with how 
great care and study ye ought to apply yourselves, 

http://if.it
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as well that ye may show yourselves dutiful and 
thankful unto that Lord who hath x^laced you in so 
high a dignity : as also to beware tha t neither you 
yourselves offend, nor be occasion tha t others offend. 
Howbeit ye cannot nave a inmcl and will thereto of 
yourselves; for that Avill and ability is given of God 
alone ; therefore ye ought, and have need to pray 
earnestly for his Holy Spirit. And seeing tha t ye 
cannot by any other means compass the doing of so 
weighty a work, pertaining to the saWation of man, 
but with doctrine and exhortation taken out of the 
Holy Scriptures, and with a hfe agreeable to the 
same ; consider how studious ye ought to be in read
ing and learning the Scrlx)tures, and in framing the 
manners, both of j-ourselves and of them that spec
ially iiertain unto you, according to the rule of the 
same Scriptures : and for this,self-same cause, how 
ye ought to forsake and set aside (as much as ye may) 
all worldly cares and studies. 

We have good hope that you have all weighed and 
pondered these things with yourselves long before 
this time ; and that you have clearly determined, by 
God's grace, to give yourselves wholly to this office, 
whereunto it hath pleased God to call you ; so tha t 
as much as lieth in you, you will apply yourselves 
wholly to this one thing, and draw all your cares and 
studies this way, and that you will continually pray 
to God the. Father, by the mediation of our only 
Saviour Jesus Christ, for the heavenly assistance of 
the Holy Ghost; that by daily reading and weighing 
of the Scriptures, ye may wax riper and stronger in 
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your ministry ; and tha t ye may so endeavor your
selves from time to time to sanctify the lives of you 
and yours, and to fashion them after the rule and 
doctrine of Christ, t ha t ye may be wholesome and 
godly examples, and patterns for the peox)le t o 
follow. 

And now that this present congregation of Christ,, 
here assembled, may also understand your minds 
and wills in these tilings, and tha t this your x)romise 
may the more move you to do your duties ; ye shall 
answer xJlainly to these things which we, in the name 
of God and his Church, shall demand of you touch
ing the same. 

TI 273. Do you think in your heart tha t you are 
truly called, according to the will of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to the order of elders ? 

A71S. I t h i n k so. 

The President. Are you x^ersuaded that the Holy 
Scriptures contain sufficiently all doctrines required 
of necessity for eternal salvation through faith in 
Jesus Christ? And are you determined out of the 
said Scriptures to instruct the x>cople committed to 
your charge, and to teach nothing as required of 
necessity to eternal salvation, but that which you 
shall be persuaded may be concluded and proved by 
the Scriptures ? 

A71S. I am so persuaded,.and have so determined 
by God's grace. 

The Preside7it. Will you then give your faithful 
diligence always so to minister the doctrines aiul 
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sacraments, and discipline of Christ, as the Lord 
ha th commanded ? 

A71S. I will do so by the help of the Lord. 
The Pi^esident. Will you be ready with all faithful 

diligence to banish and drive away all erroneous and 
strange doctrines contrary to God's word; and to use 
both public and private monitions and exhortations, 
as well to the sick as to the whole, within your 
charge, as need shall require, and occasion shall be 
given ? 

A71S. I will, the Lord being my helper. 
The President. Will you be diligent in prayers, 

and in reading of the Holy Scriptures, and in such 
studies as help to the knowledge of the same, laying 
aside the study of the world and the flesh ? 

A71S. I will endeavor so to do, the Lord being my 
helper. 

The Preside7it. Will you be diligent to frame and 
fashion yourselves, and your families according to 
the doctrine of Christ; and to make both yourselves 
and them, as much as in vou lieth, w^holesome exam-
pies and patterns to the flock of Christ ? 

A71S. I shall apply myself thereto, the Lord being 
my helper. 

Tlie Preside7it. Will you maintain and set forward 
as much as lieth in you, quietness, peace, and love, 
among all Christian people, and especially among 
them that are or shall be committed to your charge ? 

Ans. I will do so, the Lord being my helper. 
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That done, the Preeide^t^^iafr^i:^^ this wise, and say, 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God and heavenly Father, who of thine 
infinite love and goodness toward us hast given to us 
thine only and most dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ 
to be our Redeemer, and the author of e\^rlasting 
life ; who after he had made perfect our redemption 
by his death, and was ascended into heaven, sent 
abroad into the world his apostles, prophets, evange
lists, pastors and teachers, by whose labor and min
istry he gathered together a great flock in all parts of 
the world, to set forth the eternal pi'aise of thy holy 
name ; for these so great benefits of thy eternal good
ness, and for t ha t thou hast vouchsafed to call these 
thy servants here present to the same office and min
istry appointed for the salvation of,mankind, we 
render unto thee most hearty thanks ; we praise and 
worship thee ; and we humbly beseech thee by 
the same, thy blessed Son, to grant unto all who 
either here or elsewhere call upon thy name, tha t we 
may continue to show ourselves thankful unto thee, 
for these, and all other thy benefits, and tha t we 
may daily increase and go forward in the knowledge 
and faith of thee and thy Son, by the Holy Spirit. 
So tha t as well by these thy ministers, as by tliem 
oyer whom they shall be appointed thy ministers, 
thy holy name may be for ever glorified, and thy 
blessed kingdom enlarged, through the same, thy Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord ; who liveth and reigneth with 
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thee in the unity of the same Holy Spirit, world with
out end. Amen. 

1 274. When this prater is done, the president with the elders present 
.'̂ hall lay their hands severally upon the head of everyone that receiv-
eth the order of elders ; the receivers humbly kneeling upon their 
knees and the president saying, 

The Lord pour upon thee the Holy Ghost for the 
office and work of an elderin the Church of God now 
committed unto thee by the imposition of our hands. 
And be thou a faithful dispenser of the word of God, 
and of his holy sacraments ; in the name of the Father 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. A7nen, 

t 275. Then the president shall deliver to every one of them, kneeling; 
the Bible into his hands, saying, 

Take^ thou authority to preach the word of God, 
and to administer the holy sacraments in the con
gregation. 

Then the president shall say, 

Most merciful Father, we beseech thee to send up
on these thy servants thy heavenly blessings, t ha t 
they may be clothed With righteousness and tha t thy 
word spoken by their mouths may have such success, 
t ha t it may never be spoken in vain. Grant us also 
tha t we may have grace to hear and receive, what they 
shall deliver out of thy most holy word, or agreeably 
to the same, as the means of our salvation ; and tha t 
in all our words and deeds we may seek thy glory and 
the increase of thy kingdom, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Ameru 

\\ 
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Assist us. O Lord, in all our doings, with thy most 
gracious favor, and further us with thy continual 
help, tha t in all our works begun, continued, and 
ended in thee, we may glorify thy name, and 
finally by thy inercy obtain everlasting life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Ame7i. 

The peace of God which passeth all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and 
love of God, and of His Son Jesus Christ onr Lord ; 
and the blessings of God Almighty, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, be among you, and remain 
with you always. Amen. 

SECTION V 

The Form and Manner of making Deaco7is. 

^ 276. When the day appointed for the ordination is come, there shall 
be a sermon or exhortation, declaring the duty and ollice of such as 
come to be admitted deacons. 

After whicn one of the eUlers. shall present unto the president the per
sonal to be ordained deacons, and tlieir names being read aloud, the 
president shall say unto the pec>ple : 

Brethren, if there be any of you who knoweth any 
impediment or crime in any of these persons pre
sented to be ordained deacons, for the which he ought 
not to be admitted to tha t office, let him come forth 
in the name of God, and show what the crime or im
pediment is. 

5 277. If any crime or impediment be objected, the president shall f ur-
cease from ordaining that person, until such time as the party accu-
ed shall be found clear of that crime. 
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Then.4Mn be read the following collect and epistle. 

The Collect. -' 

Almighty God, who by thy divine Providence hast 
appointed divers orders of ministers in thy Church, 
and who didst inspire thy apostles to choose into the 
order of deacons thy first martyr, St. Stephen, M îth 
others; mercifully behold these thy servants, now 
called to the like office and administration; replenish 
them so with the t ruth of thy doctrine, and adorn 
them Avith innocency of life, that both by word and 
good example they may faithfully serve thee in this 
office, to the glory of thy name, and the edification 
of thy Church, through the merits of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee and 
the Holy Ghost now and forever. AmeTi. 

The Epistle^ I Tim. iii. 8-13. 

Likewise must the deacons be grave, not double-
tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of filthy 
lucre ; holding the mystery of the faith in a pure 
conscience. And let these also first be proved ; then let 
them use the office of a deacon, being found blameless. 
Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, 
sober, faithful in all things. Let the deacons be the 
husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their 
own houses well. For they tha t have used the office 
of a deacon well, purchase to themselves a good 
degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in 
Christ JesuF. 
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Then shall the president examine every one of those who are to lo 

ordained, in the presence of the people, after this manner following : 

Do you trust that you are inwardly moved by the 
Holy Ghost to take upon you the office of the minis
try in the Church of Christ, to serve God for the 
promoting of his glory and the edification of his 
Xiepple ? 

Ans. I t rus t so. 
The I^resident. Do you unfeignedly believe all 

the canonical Scriptures o f t h e Old and New Tes
tament ? 

A7%s. I do believe them. 
The President. Will you diligently read or ex

pound the same unto the x)eople whom you shall be 
appointed to serve? 

Ans. I wifl. 
The Preside7it. I t appertaineth to the office of a 

deacon to assist the elder in divine service. And 
especially when he ministereth the holy communion, 
to helx^ him in the distribution thereof, and to read 
and expound the Holy Scriptures; to instruct the 
youth, and in the absence of the elder to baptize. 
And, furthermore, it is his office to search for the 
sick, poor, and impotent,, tha t they may be visited 
and relieved. Will you do thisgladly and willingly V 

Ans. I will do so by the help of God. 
The Preside7it. Will you apply all your diligence 

to frame and fashion vour own lives (and the lives 
of your families) according to the doctrine of Christ; 
and to make (both) yourselves (and them) as muck 
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as in you lieth, wholesome examples of the flock of 
Christ? 

A71S. I will do so. the Lord being my helper. 
The President. Will you reverently obey them to 

whom the charge and government over you is com
mitted, following with a glad mind and will their 
godly admonitions ? 

A72S. I will endeavor so to do, the Lord being my 
helper. 

" T1\?'70; 

Then the president, laying his hands severally upon the head of evcrU^ 
one of them, shall say : 

Take thou authority to execute the office of a dea
con in the Church of God ; in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

TJ 280. 

Then sliall the president deliver to every one of them the Holy Bible, 
saying ; 

Take thou authority to read the Holy Scriptures 
in the Church of God, and to x>reach the same. 

Then one of them appointed by the president shall read the Gospel. 

Luke xii, 35-38. 

Let your loins be girded about, and your .lights 
burning, and ye yourselves like unto men tha t wait 
for their Lord, when he will return fromthe wedding, 
that when he cometh and knocketh, they may open 
unto him immediately. Blessed are those servants 
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whom the Lord when he cometh shall find watching. 
Verily I say unto you, tha t he shall gird himself, and 
make them to sit down to meat, and will come forth 
and serve them. And if he shall come in the second 
watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so, 
blessed are those servants. 

[Then shall the president proceed in the communion, and all that are 
ordained shall receive the holy communion.] 

The communion ended, immediately before the benediction, shall be 
said the collects following : 

Almighty God, Giver of all good things, who of thy 
great goodness hast vouchsafed to acceX-)t and take 
these thy servants into the office of deacons of thy 
Church : make them, we beseech thee, O Lord, to 
be modest, humble, and constant in their ministra
tion, and to have a ready will to observe all spiritual 
discipline ; tha t they having always the testimony of 
a good conscience, and continuing ever stable and 
strong in thy Son Christ Jesus, may so well behave 
themselves in this inferior office, tha t they may be 
found worthy to be called into the higher ministries 
in thy Church, through the same, thy Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ; to whom be glory and honor, 
world without end. Amen. 

Assist us, O Lord, in all our doings, with thy most 
gracious favor, and further us with thy continual 
he lp ; tha t in all our works, begun, continued and 
ended in thee, we may glorify thy holy name, and 
finally, by thy mercy, obtain everlasting life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Ame7i, 

™ 
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The peace of God which passeth all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and 
love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Ghost, be among you, and remain 
with you always. A7nen. 

SECTION VI . 
t: 

T H E FORM OF SOLEMNIZATION OF MATRIMONY. 

^281. At the day and time appointed for the solemnization of matri
mony, the persons to be married standing together, the man on the 
right hand, and the woman on the left, the minister shall say : 

Dearly beloved, we are gathered together here in 
the sight of God, and in the presence of these wit^ 
nesses, to join together this man and this woman in 
holy matrimony; which is an honorable estate, in
stituted of God in the time of man's innocency, 
signifying unto us the mystical union that is between 
Christ and his Churcli; which holy estate Christ 
adorned and beautified with his presence, and first 
miracle tha t he wrought in Cana of Galilee, and is 
commended of St. Paul to be honorable among all 
m e n ; and therefore is not by any to be taken in 
hand unadvisedly, bu t reverently, discreetly, advis
edly, and in the fear of God. 

Into which holy estate those two persons present 
come now to be joined. Therefore, if any can show 
any just cause why they may not lawfully be 
joined together, let him how speak, or else hereafter 
forever hold his peace. 
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*ff 282, And also speaking unto the persons that are to be married, ̂ ho 
shall eay, * 

I require and charge you both (as you will answer 
at the dreadful day of judgment, when the secrets of 
all hearts shall be disclosed) tha t if either Of you 
know any impediment why you may not be lawfully 
joined together in matrimony, you do now confess it 
for be ye well assured, that so many as are coupled 
together otherwise than God's word doth allow, are 
not joined together by God, neither is their matr i 
mony lawful. 

^ 2S3, If no impediment be alleged, then shall the minister say unto 
the man, 

M., Wilt thou have this woman to thy wedded wife^ 
to live together after God's ordinance, in the holy 
estate of matrimony ? Wilt thou love her, comfort 
her, honor, and keep her, in sickness and in health ; 
and, forsaking all other, keep thee only unto her, so 
long as ye both shall live ? . 

Then the man shall answer : 

I will. 

t 284. Then the minister shall say unto the woman, 

W., Wilt tlioii have this man to thy wedded hus
band, to live together after God's ordinance, in tho 
Fioly estate of matrimony ? Wilt thou love, honor, 
and keep him, in sickness and in heal th; and for
saking all other, keex) thee only unto him, so long as 
ye both shall live ? 

« ^ » 
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The woman shall answer : 

Iwil\ 

if 285. Then shall the minister join their right hands together, and say: 

Those whom God ha th joined together let no man 
put asunder. 

Forasmuch as M., andiV^., have consented together 
in holy Wedlock, and have witnessed the same before 
God, and this company, and thereto have pledged 
their faith either to other, and have declared the 
same by joining of hands ; I pronounce that they are 
husband and wife together, in the name .of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

And the minis'er shalladd this bleseing : 

God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Ghost, 
|)less, preserve, and keep you; the Lord mercifully 
with his favor look ujjon you, and so fill you with all 
spiritual benediction and grace, tha t ye may so live 
together in this life, tha t in the world to come ye 
may have life everlasting. Amen, 

Then let prayer be offered. 

SECTION VII . 

ORDER OF THE DURIAL OF THE DEAD. 

TI 286. . 

.The minister, meeting the corpse, and going before it shall say : 

I am the resurrection and the life ; he that believ-
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eth in me, though he were dead, yet shall h e l i y e : 
and whosoever liveth and believeth in me, shall nev
er die. John xi, 25, 20. 

I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall 
stand at the latter day upon the ear th; and though 
after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my 
flesh shall see I God ; whom I shall see for myself, and 
mine eyes shall behold, and not another. Job. xix^ 
25-27. 

We brought nothing into this world, and it is cer-
tain we can carry nothing out. The I^ord gave, and. 
the Lord ha th taken away ; blessed be the name of 
the Lord. 1 Tim. vi, 7; Job. i, 21. 
At the grave, while the corpse ia being laid in the earth, the minister 

shall ea.y: 

Man that is born of woman hath but a short time 
to live, and is full of misery. He cometh up, and is 
cut down like a flower ; he fleeth as it were a shadow 
and never continueth in one stay. 

In the midst of life we are in death : of whom may 
we seek for succor, but of tiiee, O Lord, who for our 
sins art justly displeased ? 

Yet, O Lord God most holy, O I^ord most mighty,, 
O holy and most merciful Saviour, deliver UM 
not into the bitter pains of eternal death. 

Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts : 
shut not thy merciful ears to our x^rayers, but spare 
us, Lord most holy, O God most mighty., O holy and 
most merciful Saviour, thou most worthy Judge 
eternal, suffer us not at our last hour for any pains 
of death to fall from thee. 
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Then, while the earth shall be cast upon the body, the minister shall 
eay: 

Forasmuch as it ha th pleased Almighty God, in 
his wise Providence, to take out of this worL^ the 
soul of our deceased b7'other^ we therefore commit 
liis body to the g round : earth to earth, ashes to 
ashes, dust to dus t ; looking for the general Resur
rection in the last day, and the life of the world to 
come, through our Lord Jesus Chris t ; a t whose sec
ond coming in glorious m.ajesty to judge the world, 
the earth and the sea shall give up their dead ; and 
the corruptible bodies of those who sleex^ in him shall 
be changed, and made like unto his own glorious 
body ; according to the mighty working whereby he 
is a.ble to subdue all things unto himself. 

Then shall bo said : 

I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me. Write : 
from henceforth blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord : even so, saith the Spirit, for they rest from 
their labors. 

Then shall the minister say, 

Our Father who art b\ heaven, hallowed be t hy 
name ; thy Idiigdom come ; thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive iis,our trespasses, as we forgive them tha t 
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trespass agains t us ; and lead us no t in to t emp ta t i on ; 
b u t deliver us from evil. Arisen. 

The Collect. 
. , ' ' • • • ' ' 

O merciful (prod, t he F a t h e r of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who is t h e resurrection and the life : in whom 
whosoever believeth shall live, t h o u g h he die : a n d 
whosoever l iveth and believeth in him shall no t die 
e ternal ly ; we meekly beseech thee, O Father , to 
raise us from the dea th of sin un to the life of right
eousness, t h a t when we shall depar t th i s life we may 
rest in h im ; and at the general resurrection on the 
last day, may be found acceiitable in t h y sight, and 
receive t h a t blessing which t h y well beloved Son 
shall t hen pronounce to all t h a t love a n d fear thee , 
saying. Come ye blessed of my Father , receive t he 
k ingdom prepared for you from the beginning of 
t he world. G r a n t this, we beseech thee, O merciful 
Fa ther , t h rough Jesus Christ our Mediator and Re
deemer. Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, a n d t he love 
of God, a n d the fellowship of t h e Holy Ghost, be 
w i th us all evermore. Ame7i. 

C H A P T E R XIL 

TI 288. \ . OeUK ŝee Conference.—The Genesee Con
ference shall embrace t h a t port ion of the Sta te of 
New York lying west of the Genesee River, including 
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Rochester, Mount Morris, Groveland, Belmont and 
Scio. 

Tl 289. 2. Lllinois Confer ence.-^The Illinois Con
ference shall embrace a l l t h a t pa r t of t h a t S ta te of 
Illinois no r th of a line beginning a t Fo r t Madison, 
Iowa, runn ing east to t he Illinois River, thence down 
the river t o t he present line, thence s t ra ight l ine 
east to Fowler, Ind iana . 

TI 290. 3. Susquehanna Conference.—The Susque
h a n n a Conference shall embrace t h e counties of 
Tioga, Lycoming, Stillivan a n d Bradford, in t h e 
S ta te of Pennsylvania, all t h a t pa r t of t he S ta te of 
New York east of Genesee Conference, a n d n o r t h of 
a l i n e beginning a t Great Bend, in Pennsylvania , 
and runn ing due nq r th to the Albany and Susque
h a n n a Railroad, thence east along said railroad t o 
Oneonta, and thence due east to the S ta te of Massa
chusetts ; b u t not including t h e villages s i tuated im
mediately upon t h a t portion of the said Albany a n d 
Susquehanna Railroad. 

TI 291. 4. Michigan Co7ife7'ence.—The Michigan 
Conference shall embrace t h a t port ion of the S ta te 
of Michigan,^not included in the Nor th Michigan 
and East Michigan Conferences ; and t h a t por t ion 
of t he State of Ind iana runn ing from Michigan City 
south to Reynolds, Ind iana ; thence due east to t he 
Ohio State line. 

TI 292. 5. Ka7isas Co7iference.—The Kansas Confer
ence shall include those par t s of the States of Kansas 
and Nebraska lying southeast and south of a l ine 
runn ing due no r th from the Ind ian Territory, a long 

9 
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the west line of McPherson County, Kansas, to the ^ 
southwest corner of CloUd County, Kansas ; thence ''' 
east to the southeast corner of the said Cloud Countv. 
thence due north to Columbia, Nebraska; and thence 
due east to the Missouri River, and down said river 
to the south line of the State of Kansas except the 
counties of Douglas and Sarpy in Nebraska. 

TI 293. 6. Mi7inesotd a7id Noi^the7ni Lowa Co7ifer' 
e7ice.—The Minnesota and Northern Iowa Confer
ence shall embrace tha t portion of the State of Min
nesota south of a line running due West from Still
water, Minnesota, to Lacqui-Parle Lake and thence ' 
up the north and east bank of the Minnesota River 
to the 46th parallel of latitude, and thence west 
across to the west line of Dakota, excex>t Nobles, 
Rock, Pix)e Stone, Murray, Lincoln, Lyon, Yellow 
Medicine and Lacqui-Parle counties in Minnesota. 

TI 294. 1. JSew York Confere7ic€.—The N.ew" Vork 
Conference shall embrape all parts of the States of" 
New York and Pennsylvania not included in the 
Genesee, Pittsburg and Susquehanna Conferences, 
and the States of New Jersey, Maryland, Delaware 
a n d Virginia. 

TI. 295. 8. Lowa Co7iference.-^The Iowa Conference 
shall include that portion of the State of lowa lying 
east of a line running north from the southeast cor
ner of Decatur County to the Des Moines River, 
thence following up the river to the north line of the 
incorporate limits of the city of Des Moines, thence 
east to the townshix) line running north through the 
center of Polk and Stony Counties and along the 
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east line of Hannl ton and Wrigh t Counties to the 
sou th line of Northern Iowa and Minnesota Confer
ence thence east to e la t ion on the Mississippi River. 

TF 296. 9. Wisconsi7i Co7iference.—The Wisconsin 
Conference shall include the Sta te of Wisconsin. 

- TI 297. 10. North Michiga7i Confe7'ence,—The Nor th 
Michigan Conference shall embrace t h a t port ion of 
the State of Michigan lying north of t h e base line 
from the southeast corner of Ea ton County, and 
southwest corner of Ingham, thence no r th parallel 
wi th the meridian line to Lake Huron. 

TI 298. 11. Ohio Co7ife7'e7ice.—The Ohio Conference 
shall embrace the State of Ohio. 

TI 299. 12. Central Llli7iois Co7iference.—The Cen
t ra l Illinois Conference shall include t h a t x^ortion of 
t he State of Illinois not included in the Illinois Con
ference. 

TI 300. 13. Canada Conference.—The Canada Con
ference shall include the Dominion of Canada. 

TI 301. 14. Texas Confere7ice.—The Texas Confer
ence shall include the State of Texas, and the terri
tories of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nat ion and 
Ind ian Terri tory. 

TI 302.15. Missoim Confere7ice. —The Missouri Con-
ference shall include the Sta te of Missouri. ' 

- TI 303. 16. West Kansas Confe7^e7ice.—The West 
Kansas Conference shall include all par t s of the 
Sta tes of Kansas, and Nebraska / ly ing west of the 
Kansas Conference and not included in the Nebras-
'̂A> Conference. 

TI3()4. 17. S^outh Dakota Confere7ice.—The South 

.^••^mi^mssii^i^^^^m^ •HBBIIHill 
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Dako ta Conference shall embrace all t h a t par t of 
t he terr i tory of Dako ta lying South of the 40th 
parallel of no r th lat i tude, and shall aLo include 
Lyon, Osceola, O'Brien and Sioux counties in the 
Sta te of Iowa, and Nobles, Rock, Pipe Stone, Mur
ray, Lincoln, Lyon, Yellow Medicine and Lacqui--
Par le counties in Minnesota. 

T] 305. 18. Pi t tsburg Conference.—The Pi t t sburg 
Conference shall include all t h a t par t of t he State of 
Pennsylvania lying west of a line beginning a t the 
Nor th East corner of Po t t e r County, Pa. , and run
ning due south to the southern border of the State , 
I t shall also include the State of West Virginia. 

TI 306. 19, Califo7mia Co7iference.—The (California 
Conference shall include the Sta te of California. 

TI 307. 20. Eas t Michiga7i Confere7ice.—The East 
Michigan Conference shall embrace all t h a t x>art of 
Michigan lying por th of the base line, and east of a 
line beginning a t the southwest corner of Ingham 
and Southeast corner of Ea ton counties, thence nor th 
running parallel wi th the meridian line to Lake 
Huron. 

TI 308. 21. Lou.na7ia Co7ife7'ence.—The Lousiana 
Conference shall include the States of Lousiana and 
Arkansas. 

Tl 309. 22. O7'egon Co7iference.—The Oregon Confer
ence shall include the States of Oregon and Wash
ington. 

TI 310. 23. West Lowa C07iference.—The West Iowa 
Conference shall embrace all t h a t par t of the State 
of Iowa lying west of a line running nor th from the 

tei;^ 
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southeast corner of Decatur county to the Des 
Moines River, thence along Said river t o t he corpor
ate limits of t he city of Des Moines, thence nor th 
along the east line of Hamil ton and Wr igh t counties 
to the line of the Nor thern Iowa and Minnesota Con
ference, thence west t o the Dako ta line, thence down 
the Dakota line to the Nebraska Sta te line, thence 
west on such s tate line t o the west corner of Cedar 
county, thence south in a direct line to Columbus, 
thence down the P la t t e River to the west line of the 
S ta te of Iowa, thence to the southwest corner of t he 
Sta te of Iowa. 

Tl 311. 24. Wabash Co7iference.—The Waheish Con
ference shall include all t h a t pa r t of the Sta te of 
Ind iana not embraced in the ter r i tory of th3 Nor th 
Ind iana Conference and tha t port ion of the State of 
Illinois bounded by a line runn ing west from Fowler, 
Indiana, to the Chicago branch of the Illinois Central 
Railroad, thence south on said railroad to Edgewood 
on the Springfield branch of the Ohio a n d Mississippi 
Railroad, thence on, said road to Shawneetown on 
the Ohio River, thence up the river to the State line. 
Following change of lines beginning a t six miles 
west of Gilman runn ing parallel with the Chicago 
branch of the Central Illinois Railroad to the south 
line of Shelby county six miles from above railroad. 

T[ 312. 25. Colorado Conference.—The Colorado Con. 
ference shall embrace the entire Sta te of Colorado, 
the southern pa r t of Wyoming Terri tory, and begin
ning a t the southwest corner of the Sta te of Nebras
k a th«nce east to the southeast corner of Dundy 
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county thence due/nor th on the county lines to 
Dakota, thence w e ^ on the State line to Wyoming. 

TI 313. 26. Norm Minnesota Co7iference.—The North 
Minnesota Conference shall embrace those x^ortions 
of Minnesota and Dakota north of a line running 
due west from Stillwater, Minnesota, to Lake Lacque 
Parle, and thence up the north and east bank of the 
Minnesota River to the 46tli parallel of latitude, and 
thence west across to the west line of Dakota. 

TI 314. 27. North Lndiana Conference.—The North 
Indiana Conference shall embrace the territory in 
Indiana now occupied by the Michigan, Wabash, 
Illinois and Ohio Conferences lying north of the 
Toledo, Peoria and Warsaw Railroad running from 
Sheldon to the second principal meridian, thence 
due south on the second principal meridian to the 
south line of Boone county, thence due east to the 
Ohio State line. It shall include the whole of Union 
City. 

Ti 315. 28. Nebraska Conference,—-The Nebraska 
Conference commences at the southwest corner of 
Thayer county, Nebraska, thence due north to the 
northwest corner of Platte county, Nebraska, thence 
west oh the base line to the southeast corner of 
Grant county, thence north to the State line of South 
Dakota, thence east to the Missouri River at Yank
ton, thence down the Missouri River to the south 
line of Nebraska, thence west to the southwest cor
ner of Thayer county to the place of beginning. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

SECTION!. 

COURSE OF STUDY. 

Preli7ninary Cou7'se for those who wish to join the 
Traveli7ig Con7iection on Trial, 

TI 316. English Grammar, Arithmetic, Modern 
Geography, Free Methodist Discipline, Spelling and 
Composition, Binney's Thological Compend. 

FOR TRAVELING PREACHERS. 

FIRST YEAR. 

The Bible—Doct7'ines, 

T[ 317. Define the following doctrines, and give 
three proof texts of each • 

The existence of God; the Attributes of God, 
namely. Unity, Spirituality, Eternity, Ominipotence, 
Ubiquity, Omniscience, Immutability, Wisdom, 
Truth, Justice,. Mercy, Love, Goodness, Holiness; 
the Trinity in Unity ; the Deity of Christ ; the Hu
manity of Christ; the Union of Deity and Humanity; 
Personality and Deity of the Holy Ghost; Depravity; 
Atonement; Repentance; Justification by Fai th ; 
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Regeneration ; Adoption ; the Witn(\> .̂'i of th<3 Sp i r i t ; 
Growth in Grace ; Christian Perf<'ctioti : Possil)ility 
of Final Axjostacy ; Immortal i ty of tlie Soul ; Resur
rection of the Body, (jeiieral .Tudgnient, Rewards 
and Punishment . 

Lee's Theology,* Books I, I L ; Wesley's P la in 
Account of Christian Perfect ion; Hand Book of 
Homiletics and Pastoral Theology, by Wilson T. 
Hogg. 

Present a wri t ten Sermon. 
. Read Wesley's' Sermons, Vol. I. ;' Roberta' F'isiier::! 

of Men ; Briggs on The Sabbath . 

, : : • . , SECOND YEAR. 

The Liihle—Sacramenis. 

TI 318. The Sacrament of Baptism—Its Nature , De
sign, Obligation, Subjects and Mode ; the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Snp[)t r—Its Nature, Design and Obliga
tion. 

Lee's Theology,! Books III , IV.; Hopkins ' Outline 
Study of Man ; Wayland 's Moral Science ; Nast 's 
Int roduct ion to the Gospels. 

Present writ ten Sermon. 
Read Wesley's Seriuons, Vol. I I . ; Wood's Perfect 

Love, and R o b e r t s ' W h y Another Sect. 

* Preachern who have commenced the study of Watson's Institiites, 
or Ralston's-Divinity, may, if they so choose, continue in that coiirrte 
and be examined in the same at their respective conferences. 

t Excepting sectlcDs'^ «ncl 4 Chap. £J Book IV. 
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THIRD YEAR. 

The Bibl3 History and—Chro7iology. 

*il 319. Candidates to be x>^epared upon t h e lead
ing events in the Old and New Tes taments ; Haven 's 
Rhe to r ic ; True's Logic and Blackburn 's Church 
History. • 

Present written Sermon. 
Read Steven's History of Methodism, and Life of 

Redfield. 

FOURTH YEAR. 

Tl 320. Review of the whole Course. 
Butler 's Analogy. 
Present writ ten Sermon. 
Read D'Aubigne's History of the Reformation. 

SECTION II . 

FOR LOCAL P R E A C H E R S . 

Co7iTse of Study in iDhich to be examined by the 
Quarterly Confei^ence. 

FIRST YEAR. 

^ 321. Sims' Help to_Bible Study, and Articies of 
Heligion and General Rules asse t forth in Discipline. 

Binney's Compend. 
Read Wesley's Sermons, first vol., and Fishers of 

Men. 
SECOND YEAR. . 

: Bible—Doctri7ies. . 

Tl 322. Repentance, Justification, Adox>tion, Sanc
tification and the Divinity of Chris t . . 

11, V 
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Wesley's Plain Account of Christian Perfection ; 
Hand-book of Homiletics, by W. T. Hogg. Read 
Wesley's Sermons, Vol. I I , and Arthur's Tongue of 
Fire. 

SECTION IIL 

For Local Preachers who 7msh to be ordained Deacmis. 

The Bibte—Doct7'i7ies, Same as First year for traveli7ig 
Preache7's. 

TI 323. Lee's Theology, First Half ; Wesley,s 
Plain Account of Christian Perfection. 

Read Arthur's Tongue of Fire, and Roberts' Fishers 
of Men. 

For Local Deacons who wish to be ordained Elders, 

TI 324. The Bible—^a^eraxaents, History and Chro
nology ; Lee's Theology, second half. Wood's Per- P 
feet Love. 

Read Wesley's Sermons, and Why Another Sect. 
N. B,—The examination of Local Preachers who wish to be ordained 

shall be conducted by the Annual Conference. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

SECTION I, 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE IN CASES OF TRIAL. 

l .—^OBM FOR A BILL OF CHARGES. 

TI 325. 1st. Charge. (Name the offence). 
2nd. Specifications, (Name the acts, times, and 

places). 

'.•*- a 
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IL—ORDER. -V-

Order to be obse7'ved i7i conducting chu7'ch tr ials . 

1. Devotional exercises. 
2. Reading of the act ion o. the Society-Meeting 

by which the Committee to t ry the case was appoint 
ed, and the names of the Committee. 

3. The appoin tment of a Secretary. 
4. Reading the Charges and Specifications by the 

Secretary. 
5. Answer by the accused in person or by counsel. 
6. Sta tement of t h e case, and line of evidence by 

t he prosecution. 
7. Evidence of the prosecution, a n d cross examina

tion by the defense. 
8. Sta tement of the case and l ine of defense, by the 

defense. 
9. Evidence for the defense, and cross-examination 

by the prosecution. 
10. Rebut t ing evidence for t h e prosecution. 
11. Rebut t ing evidence for t he defense. 
12. Summing u p of the case by t h e prosecution. 
13. Summing up the case by the defense. 
14. In case it be deemed proper to allow the prose

cution to rexily, t he defense-shall also be permit ted 
to reply. 

15. The verdict. 

SECTION I I . # 
• • • 

INCORPORATION OF CHURCHES. 

Tl 327. To hold property, every individual church 

— w ^ * ™ ™ ^ 
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must have a legal incorporation. This must be ac . 
complished according to the laws of the State in 
which the Church is located. In s^'^eral of the States 
the law is essentially the same as in the State of New 
York. In New York to incorporate in law, a relig
ious society, x^roceed as follows: 

Ti 328. 1. The preacher, or if tliere be none,a steward 
or class leader ; or if there be none, a member of the 
church must publicly notify the congregation tha t a 
meeting of the niembers of full age of the church and 
congregation, will be held at such a time, in their 
usual place of worship, for the purpose of electing 
trustees of said church and congregation. This 
notice must be given for two successive Sabbaths, 
and the first time it is given ti^ust be at least fifteen 
days before the election. 

fi 329. 2. At the time of election, two of the mem
bers of the church or congregation, to be nominated 
by a majority of the members present, shall preside 
a t such election, receive the votes of the electors, and 
be the judges of the qualification of such electors. 

*̂  330. 3. Any number of trustees may be chosen, 
from three to nine. The said trustees shall elect 
their president, secretary, and treasurer who shall 

, perform the duties usually j jertainingto their ofiice. 
4. Immediately after the election, these two mem

bers who presided a t the election, must fill out, and 
sign and seal, the following certificate, and acknowl
edge the same before some officer authorized to take 
the acknowledgment of deeds, and then record it in 
the clerk's office of the county in whicli said church 
is located. . ^ 
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Tf 331. Certificate of lncorporatio7i ofthe Free Metho
dist Church. 

We, the undersigned, two of the members of the 
Church, hereafter mentioned, do hereby certify, that 
on tne day of instant, the persons of full 
age. belonging to a church in which divine worship 
iS celebrated, according to the rites of the Free Metho
dist Church, and not already incorporated, met a t 
the place of public worship heretofore occupied by 
the said Church in the town of , in said county, 
for the purpose of incorporating themselves, and did 
then and there elect, by plurality of voices, B. A.^O. 
D., arid E. F., {7iot less than three, nor7njre than ni7ie,] 
as trustees ofthe said Church ; and tha t t he said per
sons did then and there also determine by the plural
ity of voices, tha t the said trustees and their succes
sors should forever hereafter be called and known by 
the name, or title, o f ' ' T h e Trustees of the 

Witnessour hands and seals, this day of 18 . 
Signed and sealed in the pres- ) L. M. [L. f.] 

ence of S. T. \ G. H. [L. S J 

FORM OP DEED. 

H 332. T H I S INDENTURE, Made this day of 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and seventy , BETWISEN o f t h e first part, 
and [Here insert names of Trustees and name of 
the Corxioration.] Trustees in trust for the uses and 
purposes hereafter mentioned, ofthe second part, 
WITNESSETH, That the said party of the first part, in 
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consideration of the sum of to duly paid, ha 
sold, and B Y T H E S E P R E S E N T S do gran t and con
vey to the said par ty ot tne second part , and their 
successors in ofiice. A L L THAT T R A C T OR pAtioKL O F 

L A N D si tuate 111 the of [Here insert descrix)tion 
of x)i'operty conveyed.] In t rus t tor the use a n d 
benefit of the members of the Free Methodist Church 
in the United States, and in further t rus t and confi
de ice thitt in the House of Worship now erected or 
t h a t may hereafter be erected on said premises hereby 
conveyed, the seats shall be forever free; and in 
further t rust and confidence t h a t the said Trustees-
and their successors in otfice sliall permit a t all times, 
the preachers who may be dulyMuthorized according 
to the Discipline of said Free Methodist Church, to 
hold religious services in said House of Worship, ac
cording to said discipline. W I T H T H E ArruRTEN-
ANCE?, And all the estate, :itle and interest therein 
of the said par ty of the first par^. And the said 
do hereby covenant and agree to and with the 
said x>ii'ity of the second, and their successors, t ha t 
the x)remises thus conveyed in the quiet and peacea
ble possession of the said par ty of the second i)art.^ ' 
and their successors in otfice, h will forever W A R R A N T 

AND D E F E N D against any person whomsoever law--
fiilly claiming the same or any par t tiiereof. 

I N W I T N E S S AVHKHEOI-\ The par t of the first 
pa r t h a ' hereunto set hand and seal the 
day and year above written. 

Sealed and Delicercd in tlie ]Presence of 
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SECTION I I I . 

[Ch. xiii 

Lricorp,oratio7i of the Free Methodist Church. 

Tl'333. " A n Act to Incorporate the Free Methodist 
General (conference of Nor th America, passed April 
SOth, 1873.^' 

The people of th^^ State of New York^ represented 
Li Seiiate and Assemblv, do enact as follows : 

SECTION 1st. The General Conference of t h e Free 
Methodist Church of Nor th America shall be, a n d is 
hereby declared to be a corporate-and politic body, 
by the name and style of Wvvt̂  " F r e e Methodist G e n 
eral ConfertMice of North America," and by t h a t name 
it shall have x)ei*l>t^tual succession ; shall be capable ' 
of sueing and being.sued in any court whatever ; and 
shall have and use a common seal, which they may 
alter and change at pleasure. 

2. I t idiall be lawful for the regular niembers of 
said (reneral Conference, a t its regular Const i tu t ion
al meetings, to appoint Such officers, and to make 
and ordain such by-laws and regulations in relation, 
to the management and disposition of their real a n d 
X)ersonai estate, the duties of their ofiicers, and t h e . 
nia.nageinent of the corporate ofiices, as they shall 
t h ink proper; provided tliey are not inconsistent 
with t h e Constitution of t he United States. 

8. The said Cori)ora;ion shall have power to hold 
in t rus t Churcli property, and deeds of other Ijeneii-
cont, educational or pnl)lishing i n s t i t u t k n ; and of 
taking, holding and: r(*ceiving any X) '̂OX>erty—reah 

I •|i|[HiwiltW'MMIW>ffPi|"l»ilWIIMi|ltiJill)^fftii 
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personal or mixed—by vir tue of any devise, bequest^ 
g r a n t or x^urchase, subject to the restrictions a n d 
l imitat ions of existing laws; j^rovided the annual in
come of such proper ty shall no t exceed the sum of 
two hundred thousand dollars, and t h a t the same 
shall be approx)riated to religious, charitable, mis
sionary, or educational purx)oses, and to sell, deed 
and convey any real or x^ersonal x)rox)erty, v/hen nec
essary to serve the purposes of the corporation. 

4. The officers of said corporation shall hold over 
unt i l their successors are elected and qualified, and 
shall exercise such x^owers and do sucli duties as shall 
be authorized by the by-laws of said Corporation. 

5. This act isliall t ake effect immediately." 

I—1. The following named persons shall be the 
t rustees of the "Free Methodist General CJonference 
of Nor th America," as iirovided for in the Act of Cor
poration, passed April 30th, 1873, by the Legislature 
of the Sta te of New York, to-wit: .T. Travis, J . G. 
Terrill, J o h n Ellison, J . L. Ward, O. P . Rogers , ! ) . 
W. Abrams, 

2. The said trustees shall have full x>"wer to t a k e 
X^ossession of and to receive and hold, subject to . the 
order and direction of the General Conference, any 
X3roperty, real, or j^ersonal, or mixed, which may be 
owned by or belong to the said General Conference, 
by virtue of any devise, bequest, g ran t or purchase. 

3. The said trustees shall be divided into two 
classes, as follows, to-wit: 
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The first class shah comprise *J. Ellison, J . L. 
Ward, O. P . Rogers. 

The second class shall comprise J . Travis, J . G-
Terrill, D. W. Abrams. 

The first class elected this year shall hold their of
fice for four years, and unt i l others shall be ax^point-
ed in their place. 

The second class shall hold their office eight yearr, 
and until others shall be appointed in thei r place. 

4. The said trustees shall elect their president , sec
retary and treasurer, who Shall perform the duties 
usually per ta in ing to their office. 

5. The said trustees shall make a full repor t of ad 
their proceedings to each successive General Con
ference. 

6. If t h e place of any of these trustees sh&ll become 
vacant during the intervals of a General Conference, 
i t shall be filled by the remaining trustees. 

7. SEAL.—We recommend the procuring of a seal 
inscribed, "The Free Methodist General Conference 
of N. A." 

8. Form of bequest of money or o ther personal 
property: 

Tl 335. 'T give and bequeath to the Free Metho
dist General Conference of Nor th America the sum 
of dollars, to be used and apxiropriated by t h a t 
body to religious, charitable, missionary or educa
tional x)urx->oses. 

1334. * N . B.—At the General Conference of 1886, B. T. Roberts, 
E. P. Hart, and G. W. Coleman, were elected trustees. In 1890, S. K. 
J . Chesbro, J. G. Terrill, and D. W. Abrams were elected. B. T. 
Roberts, President, S. K. J.'Chesbro, Treasurer and Secretary. 

> 

, „ ^ ^ , /.—•.--.^•-^i.-/t^aBisfti^steWHW^ 
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Real Es ta te : 

*T gran t and devise (ful l descriptio7i of the la7id),'** 

C H A P T E R XV. 

SECTION I . 
Decisions i f Superinte7ide7its, qpp7^oved by Ge7ieral 

Co7ifere7ices, a7id Ge7ieral Conference Res6lutio7iSy 
having the force of law. 

RESOLUTIONS OF THE OENERAL CONFERENCE OF 1866. 

TI 336. Nos. 1 and 2. — O N T H E S E C R E T A R Y S H I P . — 

Resolved, T h a t t h e Secretary, when elected, shall 
hold his office unt i l his successor is elected. 

T h a t the Secretary be the custod.ian of the General 
Conference Records and Journa l . 
TI 337. ^ ^ ' 8 .—ON H O P - G R O W I N O . — T h a t , in ou r 

opinion, t he raising of hops for the general marke t 
is a violation of t he rule of Discipline prohibi t ing 
*^evil of every kind;" and also the rule prohibi t ing 
the doing "of w h a t we know is no t for the glory of 
God." 
TI 338. ^ ^ ' 4 .—ON T H E G E N E R A L S U P E R I N T E N D 

ENCY.—i^e6*oZue(i, T h a t the Executive Committee b e 
empowered to elect a n addi t ional Superintenllent , if 
in thei r judgment the cause of God demands it. 

TI 339. ^ o . 5.—ON Wis^io^^.—Resolved, T h a t the-
General Super intendent have charge of all missiona 
outside of the recognized bounds of t he Annual Con
ference, 

s 
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TI 340. No. 6 .—ON BOUNDARIES.—i^e^oZ-ye^, T h a t 

a n y question of boundaries t h a t may arise, be re
ferred to the Executive Committee. I 

TT 341. No. 7 . — D I S A P P R O V A L O F C O N F E R E N C E A C " 

TION.—Resolved, 1st, The action of the Susquehanna 
Conference, in passing a certain resolution on the 
use of tobacco, be disapproved; the said Conference 
having t ranscended its powers in a t t empt ing to en
act laws. [The resolution referred to was passed by 
the Susquehanna Conference of 1866, and read as fol
lows: ^'Resolved, Tha t if any of the preachers of 
this Conference are known to indulge in the use of 
tobacco, either by chewing or smoking, during the 
corning year, they shall, a t the next session of the 
Conference, be discontinued from the traveling con
nection."] 

TI 843. 2. Tha t the action of the Susquehanna 
Conference, in receiving W. J . Selby into full con-' 
nection after bu t one year's trial, be disapproved. 

TI 343- L A W QUESTION.—The following question 
was asked: "Has an Annual Conference authority? 
under the Discipline, to t ry a x^^'obationer upon 
charges of immoral conduct ? 11 

Conference voted nay—12 to 5. 
) i -

DECISIONS APPROVED BY THE GENERAL CONFER
ENCE OF 1870. 

071 delegates f rom cha7^ges U7ider supplies. 

IT 344. The decision of the President on the follow-

% 
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ing question was sustained: I s a charge having one 
preacher appoin ted by an Annua l Conference, and 
one acting as a s u p p l y ^ n d e r the ax)pointment of a 
District Chairman, entit led to two delegates in an 
Annual Conference? Answer, Yes. 

On admitti7ig ministers to confe7'e7ice seats. 

*t 345. I t was decided by the President, t ha t as all 
the Disciplinary questions may be acted on a t any 
time during the session of an Annual Conference, it is 
r igh t to rex^ort ministers received into full connec
tion, as having a seat in the conference. On motion^ 
Conference sustained the decision. 

RESOLUTIONS OF 1870. 

1 346. No. 1 - O N C O N F E R E N C E RESOLUTIONS.—No 

Annual Conference shall pass resolutions or adop t 
reports in te rpre t ing Discix>line, and t h e n hold any 
minister or member to tr ial for violating such reso
lutions or reports. 

TI 347. No. 2-^Every member of our churcli in good 
standing, desirous of removing his membership to 
another circuit, or of uni t ing with any other Evan
gelical Church, is entit led to a certificate of his good 
standing. 

T[ 3^8. No. 3—ON C E R T I F I C A T E S O P M E M B E R S H I P . 

No person who wishes t o leave our society, without 
uni t ing wi th any other society or church, is enti t led 
to a certificate of membership. 

TI 849. No, 4—If complaints are made against a. 
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member, involving immorality or a violation of«*our 
rules, he is entitled to a speedy trial, unless said 
complaints are otherwise disposed of. 

TI 350. No. ^—Resolvedy That no Secretary of any 
Annual Conference, has a right to insert anything in 
the conference records, other than actual conference 
business. 

' TI 351. Resolved, That we disapprove of the prac
tice of calling a Quarterly Conference together, in 
any other way than that prescribed by Discipline. 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED, 1874. 

TI 352. Resolved, That it is the sense of this Con
ference tha t the rule of our Discipline, forbidding 
the wearing of gold, applies to those who wear gold 
wedding rings. 

DECISION ACTED ON BY O E N E R A L CONFERENCE 

OF 1878. 

Tl 353. In the case of S. Irwin, who was refused 
admission as delegate to the New Y'ork Conference ; 
j t being claimed tha t he was not a member of the 
church which had elected him. 

The President held "Tha t in the admission of a 
delegate to which objection is made, an Annual Coh-
ference may inquire, 

1st. If the society meeting was held, and the elec
tion fairly conducted according to the Discipline. 
. 2d. If the returns were correctly made. 

3d. If the person elected was eligible. 
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But the chair decided t h a t each society has the 
r ight to determine wdio are its members; t l iat an An
hua l Conference has no r ight to decide who are or 
who are not inembers of any par t icular society." 

This decision was apx^ealed from, and the Confer. 
ence voted not to sustain the chair—by 11 nays, 5 
yeas. . . ^ 

This act ion was reported by the Committee on Con. 
ference Records, of the General Conference of 1878, as 
a violation of Discipline. The report was adox)ted,, 
thus sustaining the decision of the President . 

RESOLUTIONS I D O P T E D , 1818. 

TI 354. No 1—ON L E A V I N O T H E A P P O I N T M E N T S O P -

P R E A C H E R S TO THE P R E S I D E N T S O F C O N F E R E N C E S . — 

Resolved, T h a t we unanimously disapprove of t he 
practice of leaving the appoin tments of preachers to 
t he Pres idents of the Confe rences^ha t seems to be 
growing upon us, as the records of the annual con ' 
ferences show. 

N. B.—Thllresolution was first adopted by the Committee on Con
ference Records, and on presentation in their report, was adopted by 
the General Conference. 

TI 355. No. 2—ON P A S T ENACTMENTS, R E S O L U 

TION'S, ETC.—Reselxi^, Tha t all enactments , decisions 
and resolutions of the various General Conferences, 
t h a t are inconsistent with our Discipline as revised 
b y this Geneival Conference, are hereby repealed. 

Tl 3f>6. I^o. 3—ON SALARIKS O F G E N E I I A L S U P E R 
INTENDENTS.-IZi^e^oZyeri, T h a t t h e salaries of our 
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General Super in tendents be raised by conference 
'collections; a n d t h a t t h e Executive Committee be 
instructed to make the appor t ionment to the respec
tive conferences and so ar range tho t ime for t ak ing 
the oollections for the same among said conferences 
t h a t some shall be t aken in each quar te r of the year. 

Tl 357. 
DECISIONS APPROVED, 1882. 

ON Till ' . MEMBERSHIP OF PROBATIONERS IN" 

ANNUAL CONFERENCES. 

T h e following questions were answered by B. T^ 
Roberts a t the Genesee Conference, 1882 : 

L Are preachers on probat ion in an Annua l Con
ference still members of a society ? Answer, iSlo. 

2. Should they be reported from the circuit a s . 
Local preachers ? Answer, No. 

3. Should their licenses be renewed by the Quar
ter ly Conference, as others ? iinswer. No. 

TI 353. Women eligible as Delegates. 

B. T. Roberts decided a t t h e New York Conference, 
t h a t women are eligible to election as delegates t o 
the Annual Conference. Approved. 

TI 359 The following questions were asked a n d 
answered a t the General Conference of 1882 : 

1. If a preacher who believes the Bible to be op-
Xiosed to women tak ing a par t in the governmenta l 
affairs of the Church, and who has no t heretofore re
garded the language of the Discipline as admi t t i ng 
of the election of women as delegates t o . the Annua l 
Conference ; is he bound by the action of this Con
ference to rule t ha t the Discipline does now admi t 
of it ? -
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A7iswe7'—By Pres ident B. T. Rober t s : lb is m y 
opinion t h a t he is. ^ 

2, Would it be maladminis t rat ion of Discipline t o 
rule t h a t it is not discixilinary to elect 'ioomen a s 
delegates ? 

Answer—In my opinion it would. 
The General Conference ax)proved these answert* 

as correct. 

RESOLUTIONS PASSED BY THE GENERAL CONFERENCK: 
OF 1882. 

Tf 360. Absent Delegates. 

Resolved, T h a t i t is the s-^nse of this Conference,, 
t h a t a .delegate is not a member of an Annual or a 
General Conference unti l he is present, and has pre
sented his credentials. 

TI 361. P R E S E R V I N O ORIOINAL MINUTES. 

Resolved, T h a t t h e Secretaries of the several Con^ 
ferences be required to keep the original or so cal led 
rough minutes, as approved by the Conference, in a 
Dook to be x^reserved with the Journal . 

TI 362. RESOLUTION PASSED BY THE GENERAL CON

F E R E N C E ow 1886. 

Resolved, T h a t when a certificate is given to a. 
member of our Church who wishes to unite with some 
other evangelical denomination, the certificate shall 
read as follows : *'A. B. , the bearer, wishing to be-
come a member of anotAier evangelical church, w e 
hereby certify t h a t he has been an acceptable mem-
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ber of the Free Methodist Church. His membership 
in the Free Methodist Churcli ceases when this certi-
licale is given." 

Tl 303, The following questions were asked and 
answered at the General Confereiicetof lc^86. 

1. If a certificate of membership be given a mem
ber by one of our churches, and tha t member shall, 
a t a subsequent time, x>reserit his certificate of mem-
bershix3 to one of our churches in some other place, 
he having, since the recex3tion of the certificate, been 
guilty of unchristian conduct, is the church to which 
the certificate shall be x>resented obliged to receive 
the certificate ? 

A7iswer—By President B. T. Roberts: I t i s . 
2. When an Annual Conference organizes a circuit 

and offers a preacher to it, but the x)reacher declines 
to travel it, and the Chairman being unable to suxoply 
it with another x^reacher, may he blend the unsup
plied circuit with an adjacent circuit-without the 
consent of the Official Board of the unsupplied circuit. 

Answe7'—liiy President B. T. Roberts : I think he 
could not. 

3. When a preacher has been appointed to a circuit, 
has the chairman a. right to ax)point said x^reacher to 
the charge of another circuit while he retains charge 
of the first. 

Answer—By President B. T. Roberts: No. He may 
add to the circuit, but cannot appoint a jireaeher to 
two circuits a t the same time. 

4. The following question was asked at the six
teenth session of the Kansas Annual Conference, and 
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was answered by President B. T. Boberts ; from 
whose decision an appeal was taken t(>, the General 
Conference of 1886, by which the decision of the 
President was unanimously sustained : 

If a man in his sinful state be divorced from his 
wife, but not on Scriptural grounds, and she be 
married to another man, after which the divorced 
man becomes converted and joins our church, do the 
facts in the case as afore stated clear him in the eyes 
pf the law, the eyes of God, and the eyes of our disci
pline, so tha t he has the right to niarry again. The 
President decided tha t in the case stated, the legal 
divorce separates the man from his wife in the eyes 
of the law, and tha t the subsequent marriage of the 
woman separates the man from the woman in a 
Scriptural sense : he is therefore entitled to divorce 
on Scriptural grounds ; but as he cannot obtain it, 
he is in the sense of the Scripture entitled to marry 
again. 

Resolved: Tha t the reports adopted by the Annual 
Conference should be kept on file and not recorded 
in the Journal, except financial reports, and such as 
may be recorded by Order of the Annual Conference. 

Whereas, Conflicting decisions by the Superintend
ents in the intervals of the General Conference, are 
liable to inafce divisions, and tend to annoy and con
fuse the spirit of harmony among us, therefore. 
Resolved, That when one of the General Superin
tendents has rendered a decision on any point of 
law in any Annual Conference, said decision shall be 
the rule in the case, until the decision is reversed by 
the General Conference. 
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[NOTE—The figures standing alone refer to th^ nnmbers of the para
graphs, ^^. Those in parenthesis to the divisions of said paragraphs.] 

ABSENCE— 
Of Preachers from circuits, how supplied, 132. 
Of members from trial, 231. 

ABSOLUTE RESTRICTION-66 
ACCUSED— 

See charges, complaints, crimes, and offences. 
ADDRESS— . 

General, 1-13. -
To candidates for Baptism, 260. 
At the Lord's Supper. 205. 
To candidates for Elder's orders, 272 (2). 
To candidates for matrimony, 282. 

ADMISSION— 
To membership conditions, 39. 
On probation conditions, 44. 
To full connection, 44, 45. 
Of Preachers to Annual Conference on trial, 83 (3), llS. 
In full connection, 83 (5), 119, 120, 121. 
To Elder's orders, 83 (,7), 109. 
To local orders, 156. 
Deacons, 83 (6). " 
Local Deacons, 155. 

AID-Church Extension and Aid Society, 219^ (1-10). 
AMENABLE-

Qeneral Superintendents, 101. 
Traveling Preachers, 24'i. ' 
Traveling Preachers on trial,,287,'343. 
General Evangelists, 163. 
Conference Evangelists, 163,107, 
Local Evangelists. 161. 
Local Preachers, 154,157. 
Members of the Church, 32M.7), 221). 

cv 
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE— 
See Conferences. 

ARBITRATION—249, 251. 

ARTICLES OP RELIGION— 
Subscribed to by members, 45 (6). 
Subscribed to by preachers, 115. 119 (9). 
How they may be changed, 66, 67. 

APPAREL— 
Be modest, 8, 
Not adorned, 8-48. „ 
Not costly, 40. 
See Dress. 

APPEAL— 
Not to be denied, 66 (3). 
Court of, 71. 
Of members to Quarterly Conferences, 88 (2), 231, 252. 
Of members, how forfeited, 231. 
Of Traveling Preachers, 245. 
Of Local Preachers 235 
Cases, who may not act on, 227, 223. 

APPOINTMENTS— 
Of Traveling Preachers. 9,79. 
Of Traveling Preachers, limited, 79. 
Among colored people, 79. 
Amom; foreign speaking people 79. 
Of Local Preachers, 158. 
Of Chairmen of Districts, 78. 103, 104. 106. 
By Chairmen restriction, 102 (9). 
Preachers may be efi. without,-80. 
Not to be left to Presidents, 354. 
Of Evangelists by Annual Conference, 163. 
General Evangelists by General Superintendent, 164. 
By Evangelists, 164. , 

APPROPHIATIONS— 
See support. * , 

BANDS—page 73. " 
BOARD of Conference Claimants, p. 84. 
JBAPTISM-

Its nature, 30. 
Of Infants, 30. 
Modes of, 255 « 
No charge for, 256 
Performed by Elders, 110. 
Performed, by Deacons. 113, 
Order of infants. 257-259. 
Order of adults. 260-262. • ' 
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BOOKS— 
To be supplied, 130 (4). ^ 
Bad not to be read, 40. 

BORROWING— 
Without probability of paying forbidden, 4fi, 

BOUNDARIES— 
Of Conferences. 288-SIR. 
Disputes about,, how settlea, 359. 

BRIBERY— 
To be suppressed, 145. 

BUILDINGS— 
See Churches. 

BUYING— 
And selling, 40. 

BURIAL OF THE DEAD 
Order for, 286. 287. 

CALL TO PREACH— 
Marks of, 117. 

CANDID\TES— • 
See Evangelists, Preachers, Orders, &c. 

CAMP M E E T I N G S -
HOW appointed and held, 88 (5). 

CANONICAX. BOOKS-18 ^ ^ ^ 
CATALOGUE— ' * " " ^ 

Of members'names, 131 (1). 
CERTIFICATES OP MEMBERSHIP— 

T O be criven by preachers in Ch. 131 (5), 
None should remove without, 131 (5). 
Time of validity, 131 (5). 
Consequence of neglecting, 131 (5). 
Who are entitled to receive, 347, 348. 
Of transfer of preachers, 99 (6). 
Of location. I l l , 114. 
Of ordination, 116. 
Of Transfer, 863 (IV 
Form to be nsed in withdrawing, 362. 

CHAIRMEN OF DISTRICTS— 
Must be Elders, 78. 
Take the place of Presiding Elders, 9. , 
Appointed by Annual Conference, 78. 
Manner of appointing, 103, 104. 
Sometimes Local, 9, 82. 
Sometimes Traveling, 78,102 (5). 
May serve morj than one district, 106, 
How supported, 107. 
How accused, 242. , 
Limit of appointments Of, 102 (11), 
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<:)HAIRMEN OF DISTRICTS— 
Duties. See Ch. iii. Sec. 2 , t 102. & 
President at Quarterly Conferences, 86. 
Act on stationing committee, 79. 
Hold official mf etings, 91,102 (6) 
Hold camp meetings, 88 (5). 
Take charge of circuits formed by Evangelists, 165. 
Examine candidates for Local Preachers'licensCj 88 (4). 
Consent to transfer of Preachers, 99. 
Require account of circuits, 130. 
Preside at trials of Local Preachers, 234 
Gall committees of investigation, 236, 238, 241. 
Appoint presidents of trial committees in cases of members, 230. 

CHALLENGE— 
Right of, 230. 240. 

CHARGES—225, 229, 239. 
Form of a bill of. 8126. 
Pi-ocednre on, 326. 
See Complaints^ Crimes, and Offences. 

CHILDREN— 
May bo baptized, 3Q, 257. 
Dutv of instructing them, 119 (14), 143, 
See Sunday Schools. 

CHOIR SINGING— 
Prohibited, 10. 

CHRIST— 
His Godhead and manhood, 15. 
His oblation, 32. -
Resurrection, 16. 

CHRISTIAN— 
Man's goods. 34. ' 
Man's oath, 35. 

CHURCH, THE— 
Its nature, 28. 
Free Methodist of North America, .333. 
Free Methodist, reason for its formation, 3, 4. 
Free Methodist origin, 3, 4. 
Free Methodist ortranized, 5. 
Free Methodist character, 6, 7. 
Free Methodist doctrines, 14-35. 
Chnrch Extension and Aid Society, 219ViB (1-10), 

CHURCHES— 
Rites and Ceremonies of, 33. 
Free Methodist, to be built plain, 213, 
Free Methodist, to be with free seats, 12, 66 (2), 213. 
Free Methodist, to be without debt, 214. 
Free Methodist, not to be on leased land, 215. 
Free Methodist, to be secured by deed, 216. 
Free Methodist, to be undtr care of pastor, 219, 

-.>iii,ii'Wii,iiililiiWlijMW>l 
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CHURCHES-
HOW Incorporated, 307, 330. 
Certificate of Incorporation of, 831,383. 
Deed of property of, 332. 

CIRCUITS— 
Representaton of, 73. 
Charge of, 79, 82, 102,130. 
Under care of Official Board, 82, 90. 
Under care of Chairmen, 102 (1) (3). 
May be divided by Chairmen, 102 (1>. 
Must pay expenses of Chairmen, 102 (3). 
Blending two into one, 363, (2). 

CLASSES-
HOW formed, 99 (3), 131 (4), 164. 

CLASSLEADERS-
Qualificatiorsof, 184. 
How nominated and appointed, 130, 185. 
Duties of, 38, 178, 182. 
To be examined by preachers, 130 (2). 
Members of Quarterly Conference, 84. 
Members of Official Board. 89. 
Time of election and period of office, 185. 

CLASS MEETINGS— 
Origin of, 36. 
Attendance on, required, 45. 
Rules concerning, 178-186. ' 
Neglect of, how to deal with, 187. 

COLLECTIONS-
See Support, &c. 

COMMITTEES-
On trial of members, 229. 
On trial of Local Preachers, 234, 237. 
On trial of Preachers, 244. 
Of investigation of debts, &c., 252. 264. 
Of Investigation of immorahty, 236, 241. 
Of investigation of neglect of work, 238. 
Of iDvestigation of arbitration, 249, 250. 
On Appeal Cases, 244, 246. 
On estimating Preachers' salary, 197. 

COMPLAINTS-
Causes of, among members. 
Breaking general rules, 43, 
Sinful tempers, words or acts, 224. 
Neglect of duties, 224. 
Sabbath breaking, 145. 
Evil speaking, 145. 
Lightness, 145. 
Bribery, 145. 
Smuggling, 145. 

, Conformity to the world in dress, 48, 14&. 
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COMPLAINTS— 
Non-payment of debt, 145,249, 26J. 
Insolvency andTtaud, 253. C 
Refusing to submHto arbitration, x51. 
Unscriptural divorce, 51; 
Belonging to secret societies, 62. 

# Neglecting class, 187. 
Removing without letter, 1 
Causes of, by ministers \ 
Neglect of duties, 238, 238> 
Sinful words and/ternpers, 238. 
Disseminating false doctrines, 233. 
Inefficiency, want of usefulness, 243. 
Leaving work, 111, lltt. 
See Crirhes. 

CONDITIONS— 
Of Salyationunchanged, 6. 
Of memberehip, see Admission. 

CONFERENCES— 
Deportment at, 56. 
All composed of preachers and laymen, 9, 5T. 

OONFERENCES. GENERAL— 
Members of, 57, 58. 
Timeof meeting, 61. ,# 
Extra sessions of, 60. 
Incorporation of, 333, 
Quorum of, 62. 
President of, 63. 
Secretary of, 6 4 / 
Deliberations or, 65. 
Division of hohse at, 66. 
Powers of, 66. 
Legislation, 66. 
Legislation, past acts of, rescinded, 355. 
Restrictions of, 66, 67. 
Election of Superintendents, 64, 98. 
Election of Secretary, 64. 
Election of Missionary Board, 20O. 
Election of members of Trustee Board. 333 (SI), 
Try appeals, 246. 
Pass on Decisions of Superintendents, 99. 
Form new conferences, 99. 

CONFERENCES, ANNUAL— 
Members of, 9 73, 344, 345, 357, 858, 859, 36a 
Number of, 74, 288-815. 
Boundaries of, 288-315. 
Time of meeting and place, 75. 
President of, 99 (8). 
President pro tem of, 99 (8). 



CONFEREXCESl, ANNTJAL— 
Secretary of, 76. 
Secretary pro tem of, 76. 
Deliberations, mode of, 77. 
Powecs^of, 75. 
Under regular questions, 83. 
Call extra General Conferences, 60. 
Vote on changes of General Rules, Articles of Religloa, <fcc,, fi7. 
Elect delegates to General Conference, 57, 58. 
Elect President pro tem, 76. 
Elect Secretary, 76. 
Elect'Chairmen of Districts, 78-106. 
.Elect Stationing Committee, 83 (2), 79. 
Elect Elders, 83 (7), 109. 
Elect Deacons, 83 (6), 112-114. 
License and appoint Evangelists, 162, 168. 
Admit Preachers on trial, 83 (3> (4), 118. 
Admit Preachers to full connection, 83 (5), 119. 
Locate Preachers, 83 (8), 111. 
Superannuate preachers. 83 (9). 
Permit withdrawal of preachers, 83 (11). 
Try and expel preachers, 83 (10), 2:38, 2a , 243. 
Examine character of preachers, 83 (12). 
Examine character of General Superintendent, 1#1. 
Givecertiflcatesof transfer, 99 (6j. > 
Establish missions, 210. 
Receive reports of Missionary Board. 208. 
Receive and appropriate missionary funds, 83 (15), !M«. 
Raise and appropriate funds for superannuated preacheM, their 

widows and orphans, 83 (15) (21), IM, IW, IW. 
Sunday Schools, 83 (20). 
Superintendents salary, 83 (15), 356. 
Hear appeals of members, 231,253. 

CONFEREIICE, QUARTERLY— 
Members of, 84. 
Times of meeting, 85. 
Place, 85. 
President of, 86, 228. 
Secretary of, 87. 
May not be called otherwise than regularly, 351. 
Powers of. 
May hear and try complaints, 88, 234-2Sf. 
May try appeals of members. 88 (2), 228, 231. 
May appoint arbitrators, 250. 
May hold Camp Meetings, 88 (5). 
Grant Local preachers'license, 8?,(8)i. 
May grant EvangelistsMicense, 161. 
May renew licenses, 88 (3', 161. 
May examine Loo.l Proacbers, 164, 15T. 
Recommend Local Preachers to Annual Conference. 88 (4).. 
May recommend Local Preachers for orders, 155,156. 
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CONFERENCE, QUARTERLY— 
. May consent to appointment of Chairman, 105. 

May provide for support of Chairman, 107. 
May require report of pastor concerning Sunday Schools, 191. 

CONTERS ATION— 
Unprofitable, 40. 

COUNSEL— 
Who entitled to choose, 226, 240. 

•COURSE OF STUDY— 
For preachers traveling. 
Preliminary, 316. 
First year, 317. 
Second year, 318. 
Third year. 319. 
Fourth year, 320. 
Local Preachers, first year, 321. 
Local preachers, second year, 322. 
Local preachers seeking Deacons orders, 323. 
Local preachers seeking Elders orders, 324. 
Examination therein required of Local Preachers, 88. 
Examination therein required for orders, 155, 156. 
Traveling preachers, 108, 112. 

CRIMES—223,232. " [ 
Gross iuiniorality, 236, 241. , 
See Complaints. 

DEACONS— 
When and how elected, 83 (6), 109, 112. 
How ordained. 112. 
When Local Preachers are eligible to order of, 155. 
Duties of. 113. 
Ceasing to travel, 114. 

DEATH— 
Of Preachers, inquired of. 83. 
Burial service in case of, 286, 287. 

DEBTS— 
Not to be^mproperly contracted, 40. 
Preachers to be free from, 119. 
Preachers not to contract, on church property, 131 (8). 
Disputes concerning, &c., 145, 249, 252. 
Insolvency and fraud, 251, 253, 264. 

DEED— 
Of church property, form of, 332. 
See Church Buildings. 

^DECISIONS— . 
Of presidents. 
Subject to appeal, 99 (8). 
On case of S. Irwin, 3.53. 
On admitting to Conference, 345. 
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DECISIONS— 
On delegates from charges supplied, 344. 
On relations of preachers on probation, .357. 
On eligibility of women as delegates, 358. 

DELEGATES— 
Lay members of General Conference, 57. 
Lay members of Annual Conference, 73. 
To General Conference, expenses of, 83 (22), 100. 
Women may be, 358, 359. 
Circuits under supply entitled to, 344. 
Abcent, not counted, 360. 

DILIGENCE— 
Enjoined, 41,122. 

DISCIPLINE— 
Of Free Methodist Church adopted, 13. 
Must be kept by probationers, 44. 
Must be kept by members, 45 (6). 
Must be kept by preachers. 119 (9). 
Must be enforced, 38, 43, 48, 49, 52, 102 (2), 145 (4), ^ 

DISORDERLY— "̂  
Persons to be reproved, .38. 
Persons dealt "With, 325 (7). 

DISPUTES— 
About debts, &c., 102 (3), 249. 

DIS APPRO V A L -
Of Annual Conference action, 341, 342, 

DISTRICTS— 
Of Annual Conferences, 78. 
Chairmen of, see Chairmen. 

DIVERSIONS-
Sinful, forbidden, 40. 

DIVORCE— 
Law of, 51. 
Resolution concerning, 363 (4). 

DOCTRINES— 
Of Free Methodist Church, 13,14^35. 

DRESS— 
See Apparel. 

DRUNKENNESS—40, 53. 
DUTIES— . 

Of members, 40-43. 
ENTIRE SSANCTIFICATION— . 

See Sanctification. 
ELDERS— / 

How constituted and ordained, 108. 
Probation for ordination of, 109. ' . 
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ELDERS— 
Are undef Annual Conference care, 8a (7). 
Duties of, 110. 
Eligible to election as presidents pro tem, 76 2). 
Eligible to election as Chairmen of districts, 78. 
Eligible to election as General Superintendents, 98. 
Eligible to election as niembers of General Conference, 68t. 
Eligible to election as Executive Committee, 6S, 69.. , 
Local, bow made, 156. 
Ceasing to travel, 111. 

EQUAL RIGHTS— 
Of preachers and laymen, 9,12. 

EVANGELISTS— 
Described, 160. 
Local, how appointed, 161. 
Annual Conference appointed, 168. 
General, how appointed, 164,166. 
Duties of General, 161, 166. 
Not to interfere with otker preachers' woik, 168. 
Support of, 169. 

• Amenability of 161, 167. 
Chairmen may act as, 103. • 

E V I L -
Speaking, how to cure, 122 (6), 145. 
For evil forbidden, 40. 

EXAMINATION-
Of character, see Amenability. 

EXEounvE COMMITTEE-
HOW composed, 68. 
A Court of Appeals, 71, 245. 
Vacancies in, how filled, 69. 
May meet, 71, 72. 
Quorum, 71, 
May elect Superintendents, 70, 338. 
President of, 71. 
May consent to formation of new conferences, 99; 
Has charge of publishing interests, 72. 
May settle disputes about boundaries, 340. 
May fix the salaries of Superintendents,3S6. 

EXHORTEnS— 
Howlicensed, 90 (3). 
Are members of Quarterly Conference, 84. 
Are members of Official Board, 89 

EXPEL— ., 
See Penalties. 

EXTENSION— 
Church extension and Aid Society, 21914 (1-10)* 

/ 
|-,:J U 
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FASTING— 

Enjoined, 42. 
Recommended, 119 (16). 

FASTS— 
Quarterly, to be held, 131 (9). 

FAITH— 
In Christ, 22. 
In the Holy Trinity, 14. 

FEEDING— 
The hungry enjoined, 41. 

FELLOWSHIP 
Pledged, 45 (7). 
With other Christians, 151. 
With other Christians withheld, when, 153. 

F IGHTING-
Forbidden, 40. 

FOREIGN— 
Speaking people, appointnients among, 79. 

FORMS OF PROCEDURE— 
For official boards, 39. 
Cases of church trials, 3^6. 
Of certiffcates of Incorporation, 331. 
For incorporation, 327. ' 
For Deed. ?H2. 
Bequest, 335. 

FORMALITY-
Destr:)yed by tlie Holy Ghost, 10. 

P R A U D S -
To be proceeded against, 131. 

FRUGALITY— 
Enjoined, 41. 

PREEWILL-21 
FULL CONNECTION— 

See Admission. 
FUTURE PUNISHMENTS—7, 27. 
GENERAL CONFERENCE-

See Conferences. 
Rules, 36-43. 
Rules written on awakened hearts, 43. 
Rules must be read, 131 (7). 
Rules must be enforced, 43. See DiBcIplinA 
Rules, how guarded. 66. 
Rules, how changed, 66. 

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENCY-
MalLtiiiued, 66. 

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS— 
How elected, 64, 70, 98. 
Term of office, 9, 98. 
Duties of, see Section i, 1 99. 

f 
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GENERAL SUPERTNTENDBNTS-
To travel, 9, 99. 
Preside at General Conference, 63. 
Preside at Annual Conference, 9. 
Presidein Executive Committee, 71. 
i?reside iu stationing committee, 79. 
Decide la w questions, 99 i8). 
Call sessions of Executive Committee, T ,̂ 
Fix times of Annual Conferences, 75. 
•Control missions, 339. 
Appoint Evangelists, 164. 
Fill vacancies in Chairmanship, 105. 
Form new conferences, 99 (7). 
Give parchments, 116. 
Call committee of inquiry in case of traveling preachers, 238. 
Decide on validity of challenge, 240. 
Preside a t trial of preachers, 244. 
Preside at appeals at General Conference, 246. 
Require rep »rt8 of Chairmen, 102 (8). 
Amenable, where, 101. 
Additional, how elected, 338. 
Support of, 83 (15), 35(>. 

GOLD-
Not to be worn, 8, 40. 
Wedding rings forbidden, 35:2. 

GOLDEN R U L E -
AppUes to all, 8, 40. 

GOODS— 
Of Christian men, 34. 

GOVERNMENT--
Of Free Methodist Church, its nature, 9, 
Found in its Discipline Book, 13. 

GOSPEL— 
How it should be supported^ 11. 
Support of, see Support. 
Preaching to the poor, 12. . 

'GRACE, MEANS OF— 
Chapter iv, If 174-192. 
Public worship, 174. 
Singing, 176. 
Sacraments, 31,130 (3). 

. Class meetipgs, 178-187. 
Love Feasts, 177. 
Sunday Schools, 188^192. , 
Watch Nights, 130 (3). 
Camp Mieetings, 88 (5). 
Qnarteriy Meetings, 10,1 (4) (5), 
Personal and Family, 42,126-129. 

m 
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HELPING— ^ 
In business, 41. ^ 

H0LINE3S— 
See Sanctification. 

HOLY GHOST-
Believed in, 10. 
His work, 10. 
Manifestations, 10. 
Article on, 17. & 
Witness required, 44, 45 (1), 119 (2). / 

HOP GROWING— ^ 
Forbidden, 337. 

IMPROPER TEMPERS— 
See Offences. \ 

IMMORALITY-
See Crimes. 

INCARNATION— 
Of Christ, 15. 

INCORPORATION— , ^ 
Of churches, 327-332. , » „ ^^ -̂--̂  
Of General Conference of the Free Methodist Church of Noriim *^^^ 

America, 333. 
Certificates of, 331. , 
Inspectors of, 329. , . 

INFANT BAPTISM— ' ^ 
Retained, 30. 
Form of, 257 y59. 

INSOLVENCY-
See Debts and Complaints. 

INSTRUCTION— 
Of children, 119. ; 
See Sunday Schools. .̂ 

ITINERANT MINISTERS- 7 
To be retained, 66. 

JOURNALS-
Of Annual Conference to be examined, 76. 
Of Quarterly Conference to be examined, 87« 

JUSTIFICATION— .- -* 
By faith, 2̂2. ' 
Sin after, 25. 
Dififers from Sanctification, 26. " 

LABOR— 
With ofEenders. 43,187,220, 221, 224. 

liAW— 
Questions, 343, 357, 359. \ 
Going to, ^ i th Brothers, 40,251. 

, .n . . . . „ . . - . i i i . .—a.Hi . fH l r i i l fc»a, 
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LAYtoELEGATION-
^ p be maintained, 66 (2). 

LAYMR^^>-..^^ ' 
Have equal power with preachers, 9, 66, 77. 
Are members of General Conference, 59. 
Are members of Annual Conference, 73. 
Are members of Executive Committee, 68. 
Are members of Stationing Committee. 9, 79 
Are members of Trial Committee, 229, 288, 241,244,. 

LEADERS— 
See Class Meetings. 

LIQUOR— 
Baying or selling forbidden, 40. 

LICENSES-^ 
Of Local Preachers, 88. 
Of Evangelists, 162. -
Of Exhorters, 90. 

LOCAL PREACHERS— 
See Preachers. 

LOCATION— 
By Annual Conference, 81, 83 (8), 111, 114. 

LORD'S PRA YER— 
When to use, 174(6), 259, 267, 287. 

LORD'S SUPPER— 
Its design, 31. 
To be received, 49, 119 (7), 130 (13). 
Unfermented wine to be used at, 54. 
To beadministered by Elders, 110. 
Deacons may assist at, 113. 
Order of its administration, 265-269. 

LO VE FEASTS— 
To be held, 130 (18), 177. 
Who may be admitted to, 177. 

MAGISTRATES— 
Speaking evil of, 40. 

MALADMINISTRATION-
To exclude women from Annual Conference, 859. 

MARRIAGE— 
Chapter on, 49. -
Performed by Elders, 110. 
Performed by Deacons, 113. 
Ceremony, 281-285. 

MEANS OF GRACE— 
See Grace. 

• * = « . 
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MEETINGS— ; - ' 
C'asM, see Clasfl Meetings. 
Official, see Official Meetings. 
Quarterly, see Quarterly Meetimgs 

METHODISM— 
Its origin, 1, 36, 37. 
Its spread and decline, 2. 
Its doctrines, 7, 14-35. 
See Free Methodism. 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH— 
Gi.nesee Conference bf, thrust out members unjustly, 8, 4. 

MEMBERS-
See Admission, and Certificates. 
Also Conferences. 

MEMBERSHIP— 
The basis of representation in the General Conference, 58. 
Of loC.'il preachers supplying, 159. 
Oflocal, 154, 157. 

MINUTES— 
Original, to be preserved, 861. 
See Journal and Records. 

MISSIONS— 
CUapt«rIv, ^200-JeW. 
Gi-neral, 83 (in). 
Annual, 83(15). 
Under (3^eneral Superintendents, 389, 
Ordinations for, 109. 
Support of, 199. 

MISSIONARY BOARD— . . 
Composition and duties, 200-212. 

MISSIONARIES— 
IIow employed, 210. 
Meetings, 211. 

MUSICAIi— , ' , 
I struments not to be used in churches, 10,176. 

NAMES— 
Of preachers, 83 (1). 
Of delegates, 83 (1). 
Of Conferences, 74, 288-315. 

NEWBIRTH—7 
NEGLECT— 

Of duty, see Complaints. 
OATHS-35. 
OBLATION— 

Of Christ, 32. 
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OFFENCES— 
See Complaints and Crimes. 

OFFICIAL B O A R D -
HOW chosen, 9, 89. 
Members of, 89. 
Piesidents of, 90. 
Secretary of, 91. 
Proceedings, form of, 92. 
Powers of. Chapter ii, Section vi, t 89-9^. 
Take joint care of Circuits, 102 (10). 
Consent to change of Preachers, 99 (6). 
Consent to restore membership, 131 (5). 
Appropriate money to Missions, 199. 
Appoint committee on Salary, 197. 
Call in Cbairman, 102 (3). 
May be held by Chairman, 102 (10). 

. Should be 1 eld monthly, 89. 
How extra meetings can be called, 97. 

OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS-19. 
OPIATES- " 

Use forbidden, 40. 
ORIGINAL S I X -

Defiucd, 29. 
ORIGIN-

Of Free Methodist Church, 5. 
ORDINATION-

Of Elders, 108, 270-275. 
Of Deacons, 276-280. 
Recognized, 116. 

P A R C I I M E N T S -
Given, 116. 

PASTORAL-
Visiting enjoined, 119 (15),-122 (12), 124 (4). 
See Section xii. Chapter iii. 

PERIOD IC A L<5-
Accouut of, 131 (2). 

PENALTIES— 
Reproof, 224, 233, 243. 
Censure, 224. 
Piittinj^ on Probation. 224. 
E.xpulsion, 22S, 2;.M, 2 ^ , 233, 243, 251, 252, 254. 
Suspension. 243. 
Location. 243 
Denial of Society and Sacraments, 2i6. 
See Complaints and Crimts., 
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rERFECT LOVE— 
See Ganctification. 

PEWEDCDURCHES-
Forbidden, 12. 

PRACTICAL-
Godliness, 8. 

PRESIDING E L D E R S -
None in the Free Methodist Church, ( 

F R A Y E R -
Pnvate, to be used, 42, 127, 144 (1), HO (2> -
Family, to be used, 42, 127. 
Meetings appointed and to be attended, 127, 132 (4), 15J (2)t. 
Extempore, short, 193 (8). 

PTiEACHSRS, L O C A L -
HOW liceui-ed, see License. 
Members ©f (^;uarterly Conference, 84. ' 
Members of Official Board, 69. 
Uowemp^pye.!. 132, 158. 
A.menubiliiv of, l.")4. 
Eligibility to orders, 155, 1.'57. -
Membership \vheneuppl^ing, 159. 

PREACHERS, TRAVELING-
On trial, how received, 83 (3 \ 118. 
On trial, how long continued, 120. 
On trial, not eligible as delegates, 94. 
Law decisions concerning, 3J7. 
In full connection, how admitted, 110, 120. 
How received from other churches, 115. 
May be transferred, how, 99 6). 
Received, changed, «fcc., by G neral Superintendent, 99 (4X 
Received, cbansed^ &c.. by Chairman, 102 (7). 
Members of Quarterly Conference, 84. 
Members of Official Board, F9. 
Directions to and rules for, 125-129. 

PREACHERS, SUPERANNUATED-
Preachers by Annual Conference, 83 i6;. " 
Members of Annual Conferenc<N 73. 
How supported, 83 (15), 193, 196. page 84. \ 

PREACHERS IN CHARGE OF CIRCUITS-
Duties of, 

apt-. --., 
|i }»repide at Oflicial Meetings, 91, 
j Preside sU, Soriety Meetings, 93. 

Ca'.l oiUM Society Meetings, 97, 229. 
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BREACIIERS IN CHARGE OP CIRCUITS— 
Hold preaching services. Love Feasts, Watch Night Meetings, andl 

Sacramental services, 130-134,145. 
Have charge of preaching, 219. 
Vit'it classes and members, 124. 
EnTorceDi.<cipline, 43, 48,49, 131 (3), 252,253. , 
Bead Rules, 131 (7). 
Preside at trials, 230. 
Decide on validity of ohallenge, 230. 

"^Nominate class lear'ers, 130 (2) lb'5. 
Form classes, 131 (4). 
Nominate Sunday School Superintendents, 192. 
Eorm Sunday Schools, 188, 189.. 
Care for children, 190. 
Report irtatistica of Sunday Schools to the Quarterly Confer

ence, 191. 
Take charge of singing, 176 (4). 
Oive certifirates of membership, 131 (.5). 
Keep register c>f names of memoor J, I.JO (')), 131." 
Transfer Reg.(rter to successor, 13H2). 
Transfer account of subscribers to periofliCiils, 131 (2). 
Take up all conference colleciions, 121 j ; ) . 
Raise Missionary monc^y, 209. 
Raise Tr:ict nioney, 124 (7). 
Keep Local Preachers employed, 1.32 (2). 
Give jLioiice of trustee elections, 328. 
Attend to Trustee elections, 217. 
Attend fo securii.g of chut ch property, 217. 
Report condition of rircnit quarterly\o the chairman, 130 (6). 
Report removals, admissions, &c., to the Society, 130 (7). 
May sometimes bo chairmen of district.^, 9, 83, lOJ. 
Maynot be appointed to two, 363 (3J. 

PREAOHIXG-
Must be attended, 42. 
Matter aud manner of, 133,134. 
Too long and too loud, 119 (13;. 

- Rules concerning its continuance, 135,137. 
PRESIDENTS- \ 

Of General Conferences, 63,76, 99, (8). 
Of Annual Conferences, 76. 99 (8). 
Of Executive Conmiittee, 71. 
Of Quarterly Conferences, 66. 
Of Official Board^«, 91. 
Of Society Meetings, 93. 
Of Stationing Committees, 79. 
Of Trial Comipittees, 242, 244. 
Of Appeal Committees, 228, 246. 

PROBATIONERS-
IIow ndmi'ted to church, 44. 
How admitted to Annual Conference, 118. 
How admitted in full connection, 119. 



1 

INDEX. 177 

fn Annual Conference not eligible to election as delegates, 94. 
In Annual Conference not to be reported as members of socie-

tle8,357. 
PROHIBITION— 

Duty of securing, 55. 
PROPERTY— 

See Churches. 
PUBLIC WORSHIP— 

See Worship. 
QUARTERLY CONFERENCES-N 

See Conferences. 
QUARRELLING— 

Forbidden, 40, 
QUESTIONS-

Asked of probationers, 44. 
Asked on receiving full members, 45. 
Asked on receiving preachers to full connection, 119. 
Asked on granting licenses, 117. 
Asked of candidates for Elders' orders, 273. _id 
Askedofcandidi*'-^ for Deacons'orders, 278, """'ilil 
Asked o p a r e n at baptism of infants, 258. '"̂  
Asked of adults at baptism, 261. 
Asked by preachers in self-examination, and of each other, 

126-129. 
Asked i t Annual Conferences, 83. I 
Asked at Official Meetings, 325. 

READING-
Bad books interdicted, 40. 

RECEPTION'— 
See admission of members, and preachers. 

RECORD— 
See Journal and Minutes. 

RECOGNITION— 
Sec Ordination. 

RECOAIMENDATION— . 
For Exhorters' license, 90 (3). 
Lo^al preachers' license, 90 ii). ' 
Traveling preachers'license, 88 (4). 
For orders, 155,156. 

RELIGION^ 
Articles of, 14-35. , 

RENTTNG-
Pews forbidden, 12. / 

REPJRTS— ' 
Made by Chairmen to Superintendents, 103 (8). 
Made by Preachers to Chairmen, 130(6). 
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REPORTS— "^ 
Made by Preachers to Societies. 130 (7>. 
Made by Preachers to his successor, 131. 
Made by Missionary Board, 208. 
Made by General Conference Board of Trustee*., d84 (5>. 
Made by Trustees to Societies, 96. 

REPRESENTATION— 
In General Conference, basis of, 58. 
In Annual Conference, basis of, 73. 

REPROOF— 
See Labor, and Penalties. 

REPROVING—41. 
RESCINDED-

Past acts of General Conference, 355. 
RESOLUTIONS— 

Of General Conference on Secretaryship, 336, 350, 361. 
Of General Conference on Hop growing, 337. 
Of General Conference on General Superintendency, 338. 
Of General Conference on Mi«sions, 339. 
On Boundaries, 340. 
0.1 Conferenc.! action, 341, 342, 346. 
On certificates of membership, 347, 348. 
On speedy trial of members, 349. 
On calling extra Quarterly (I!onferences, 851. 
On wearinsr wedding rings, 3.52. 
On appointing preachers by Superintendents, 354. 
On past enactments, 355. 

, On salaries of Superintendents, 356. 
On absent delegates 360. 
On Certificates, 362. 
On receiving certificates, 363 (1). 
On blending circuits, 363 (2). 
Ou divorce, 363 (4). 

RESTRICTIVE RULES-66. 
RESURR MICTION-

Of Christ, 16. 
R I G H T S -

Of members guarded, 9. 
R I T E S - • 

And Ceremonies, 33 
. R ITUAL-

Chapter X., 255-287. 
RULES— 

See General Rules. 
For Preachers, &c., See Preachers 

SABBATH-
Breaking, 40, 145. 

SACRAMENTS— 
29, 30,31. See Baptism and Lord's Supper. 
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SALVATION— 
Evidences of, 40-42. 

SANCTIFICATION— 
Entire, differs from Justification, 26. 
Is 8nb>eqnentto, 26. 
Defined, 26. 
BytheHoly Gbo'st, 10. 
Doctrine believed in, 3. 

- Doctrine opposed, 3. 
Its experience insisted on, 7, 45,119. 

SCRIPTURES-
Suffi'̂ ieiit for salvation, 18. 
To be searched, 42, 128,146. 

SEAL -
Of General Conference, 334 (7). 

SECRET SOCIETIES— 
Described, 52. 
Membership therein forbidden, 8, 40, 45 (5), 52. 

SECRETARIES— 
Of General Conference, 64, 336. 
Of Annual Conference, 76, 350, 361. 
Of Quarterly ConfeienCe. 87. 
Of Official Meeting, .;2, 93. 
Of Society Meeting, 93. 
Of Missionary Board, 203, 204. 
Of Trustee Board, 324. 
Of Trial Committees, 247. 

SELF-- ' , 
Denial, 41. f 3, 129(2), 144(4). . 
Indulgences denounced, 40. 

SEPARATION— 
From the world insisted on, 8. 

SIN— 
After justification, 25; 
Original, 20. 

SINGING— 
Congregational, 10,176. 
Sinful songs forbidden, 40. , 
Directions concerning, 176. 

SOCIETIES— 
Admission to, 89. 44, 45. 
How admitted, 47. 
Decisions concerning members of, 353. 

SOCIETY MEETINGS^ 
Annual, 93. 
President of, 93. 

. Secretary of, 92,98. 
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SOCIETY ^lEETINGS— 
Time of holding, 93 
Elect delegates to Anrual Conference, 73, 94. 
ElectStewards, 9,5, 171. 
Receive n ports of Tru-tees, 96. 
Ordinary, how called, 97. 
Shall recommend for Exhorters iicenpe, 90 (3). 
Elect Sunday School Superintendents, 192. 
Receive members into full connection, 46. 
Request removal bf pas'or. 102 (7). 
Elect Trial Commi't«'es, 229. 
Elect Trustees, 328, 329. 

SOFTNESS-
Rules against, 40. 

STATIONS-
Of Preachers, 9̂  63 (24;, 79. 

STATIONING— 
Committee, how chosen. 9, 79. 
Committee's duties, 79, 80. 

STATISTICS-
IT )f Annual Conferences. 83 (14), 
To be supplied by preachers," 130 (5). 

STEWARD^:— 
How chosen, 95, 171. 
Qualification^. 170. 
Number of, 173. 
Are members of Quarterly Conference. 84. 
Are members of Official Board. 89. 
Duties, 54, 172. See Chapter iii. Section xix. 
To estimate and raise preachers' salary, 197. 
To receive class money, 198. 
To circulate subscriotions, 199. 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS— 
Inquired of by Annual Conference, 83 (16). 
How established, 90 (2). 188. • 
Directions fot'cerning, 188,192. 
Superintendents of, how nominated, 192. 
Superintendents of, how elected, 192. 
Superintendents members of official Board, when, 89. 

SUPERANNUATED— 
Sue Preachers. 

SUPERINTENDENTS— 
General. See General Superintendents. 
Of Sunday Schools. See Sunday Schools. 

SUPERFLUOUS ORNAMENTS-
See Apparel. 

SUPPiMES-
On Circuits, entitle them to Lay Representation, 334, 
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S U P P O R T -
Of the Gospel, wrong means for, 11. « 
Of the Gospel by class contributions, 88. ' 
Of General Superintendents, 856. 
Of Traveling Preachers, 197. 
Of Local Preachers in some cases, 182 (2). 
Of Evangelists, 169. 
Of Chairmen of Districts, 107. 

" (»f Superannuated Preachers, 193, 196. 
Of Widows and Orphans of Preachers, 194, 195. 
Of Missions, 209, 211. 

SUPPER— 
See Lord's Supper and Sacraments. 

SUSPENSION— 
See Penalty. 

TAKING THE NAME OF THE LORD IN VAIN-40. 
TEMPERANCE— 

Chapter on, 53. 
T I M E -

IIow to improve and employ, 56,146-148. 
TOBACCO— ^ , ' ^ _^ 

Using, growing, manufacturing and selling forbidden, 4<̂ . ii® (17>. 
TRACTS— 

To be purchased and distributed, 124 (7). 
TRANSFER— 

Of Preachers, 99 (6). 
TREASURE— 

Laying up forbidden, 40 
TREASURER-

Of Missionary Board, duties, 205. 
TRAVELING PREACHERS-

See Preachers. 
TRIALS— 

Members entitled to speedy, 849. 
Form for, 316. 
By impartial cornmittee guaranteed, 66. 
Of Members, 187,229. 
Of local Preachers, 234. 
Of Probationers in Annual Conference, 237. 
(If rraveling Preachers. 238-243 
Of Appeals,-281, 235, 245, 252. 
See Complaints, Crimes, Investigations, &c. 

TRINITY— 
Doctrine of, 14. 

TRUSTEES-
HOW elected. 328-^1. 
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TRU'^TFFS • • 
Must report to Society Meetings, 96, 218. 
Of Ge-eral Conference bt the F. M.'Church of North America, 
3:̂ 3 334. ' . 

UNION— • 
Among ourselves, 149. 150. , 
With others, 151-153. 

TJNITY— 
Essential, 13. 

.USURY- • 
Forbidden, 40. 

VACANCIES 
IIow filled in Executive Committee, 69. 
Among Chairmen of Districts, 105. 
In Missionary Board, 202. 
In Official Boards, 95. 
See Presidents. 

. V O T E -
Three"-fourth« required to receive members into Societies, 46. 
To change Restrictive Rules by Annual Conferences, 67. 
A two-thirds of General Conference to change Articles of Relig

ion, &c., 07. 
Of Annual Conferences to call an extra General Conference, 60. 
A one-fourth required to secure a division of the house, 65, 77. 
Majority, 65, 77, and in other cases where other forms are not 

specified. 
Casting, 79. 

VOTING-
Power equal between Preachers and Laymen, 9. 
By Ballot nquired in electing General Superintendents, 64. 
Presidents pro tem. of General and Annual Conferences, 63, 76 (2) 
Secretaries of General Conference, 64. 
Traveling Chairmen, 103. 
Delegates to Annual Conference, 94. 
Lay members of Stationing Committee, 79. 
For Prohibition a duty, 55. 

WATCH NIGHTS— 
To be observed, 1:̂ 0 (3). 

WESLEY'S SERMONS— 
On Dress, to be read, 48. 
On Evil Speaking, to be read, 145. 

WEDDING RINGS-
Gold, forbidden, 352. 

WIDOWS AND ORPH ANS— 
Support, 8 H21), 194, 196. 

WITHDRAWAL-
Of Preachers, 83 (11). 



-j 

INDEX. 183 

WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT— 
See Holy Ghost. 

WOMEN— 
May be delegates to Annual Conference, 358, 359. 

W O R K S -
Good, 23. 
Of Supererogation, 24. 

WORSHIP-
Houses of. See Churches and Property. 
Rites and Ceremonies of, 33. 
< haracter of true, 10. 
Direetions concerning, 174. 
Hindrances to, 175. 
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