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ABOUND IN LOVE.

BY THE EDITOR.

**And this I pray. that your love may ahound yet
more ard more in knowledge and in all jndgment;
that ye may approve things that are exceilent; that
ye may be eincere and without offence till the day
of Christ. Phil.i:23,10. -

We naturally desire that those in
whom we feel a deep interest should
abound in that which we think will
contribute to their highest pros-
perity and their greatest happiness.

It is not enough that they enjoy a

competence; we wish them to have
an abundance. To the son who
had a million, the railroad king left
other millions. The men'who made
Garfield a senator, not content with
that, made him President.

The great apostle felt the deepest
solicitude for the welfare of his
converts. He used many endear-
ing words in expressing his affect-
ion for them. *“Ye know,” he says,
“how we exhorted and comforted
and charged every one of you, as a
father doth his children.” 1 Thess.
ii-: 11.  “So, being affectionately
desirous of you, we were willing to
have imparted unto you, not the
gospel of God only, but also our
own souls, because ye were dear
- unto us. 8th verse. This strong
and abiding affection led him to de-

- sire for them the richest blessings
that heaven can bestow. He was a
good judge as to what these bless-
ings are. He rightly estirated the
value of the honors which the world
can bestow. He knew the worth of
spiritual gifts; for he possessed
them in a large measure. His op-
portunity was unusual for becoming
acquainted with the bliss which the
sanctified will finally and forever

the third heaven. . Never was a man
better qualified than he to make a
proper comparison between the
things of time and the things of
eternity.

In praying for those he loves he
does not ask for any thing the
world can bestow. He does not
solicit for them even freedom from
persecution. = His prayer is—not for
an abundance of gold and silver—
not for houses and lands—Dbut, that
your love may abound yet more and
niore. ’ :

1. They had love. ~There is no
intimation that they were at all de-
ficient in this essential element of
the Christian character. It isim-
plied that they abounded in it. But
the prayer is, that they might
abound more and more. Though

they were filled, the vessel could be

enjoy; for he had been caught up to

i
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enlarged and they could be filled
again and again.

When men go from this world,
they leave their earthly treasures
behind them: Even intellectual ac-
quirements are not permanent. For
“Whether there be knowledge it
shall vanish away.” But love en-
dures for ever. ‘“And now abideth
faith, hope, and charity, these three;
but the greatest of these is charity.”
It was in this enduring treasure
that the apostle prays that Christ’s
followers might abound more and.
more. He would have them rich in
an everlasting possession.

2. But the apostle qualifies the
love in which he would have them
abound. It was not a mere senti-
mental fondness. There is a love
that lavishes its kindness upon ob-
jects'that are utterly unworthy and
undeserving. It is blind to real
faults: and sees excellences that
exist in imagination only. He
would have their love based on
knowledge-—a knowledge of God—
a knowledge of man—a knowledge
of divine things. Love without
knowledge is often imposed upon.
Its misdirected efforts, intended for
good, often result in great harm.
Here the apostle prays, that their
love may abound in /4nowiedge and

in all judgment, that is in all
sense, discernnment, “discrimination,
We should not call. evil good

nor good evil. We should dis-
cern between the righteous and
the wicked. = God has given us
judgments—and he commands ‘us
to use them, and not to throw them
away. “The meek, he will guide in

judgment.” Ps. xxv: 9.
We must, then, examine our love
as to its quality. It should not on-
ly be abundant and growing, as
rivers grow in their progress to-
wards the sea, but it should be wise
and discriminating. b
3. The reasons given why we
'should - abound in intelligent, dis-
criminating love, are :
(1) That we may approve things
that are excellent. It is a matter of
great consequence what we approve
and what we condemn. The cause
of God suffers immensely by well-
meaning, professing - Christians re-
fusing to give their approval to
“things that are excellent,” and, in
practice at least, approving things
that God’s word forbids, and which
experience shows are pernictous in
their influence. To instance a few
things. Who doubts but it is an -
excellent -thing for Christians to e
Jilled witly the Spirit, as the disciples
were on the day of Pentecost. Yet
when there.is even an approxima-
tion to this, how very small the
proportion of professed Christians
who give it their unqualified in-
dorsement and stand by it! What
a large part cry out against it!
How many, in their writings, warn .
the people against it and call it
fanaticism and- wild-fire !
Is it not -an “excelient thing” for
professed Christians te be humble
in their spirit, and plain in their ap-
parel?> Yet how very small the
proportion of those in the churches
who give plainness and simplicity
their hearty approbation. Is not
the extravagance of the day a pro-
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lific cause of the crimes that appal l time-server, a man pleaser a smooth-

us, by their frequency and their
enormity ? :

Is it not an excellent thing for
professed Christians to come out, in
their voluntary associatious, from
the ungodly, and be separate?
Yet how mary give their money to
support preachers who are bound up
by the most stringent oaths with the
ungodly! :

We should take God’s part in the
great moral warfare being carried
on in the world. We should array
purselves on God's side in every
controversy that is carried on be-
tween righteousness and.- iniquity.
Many, once mighty for God, have
lost their power and backsiidden in

heart because they failed to take-

sides with God.. They allowed

_personal, partisan love to supplant
discriminating love, and then as a
consequence, failed "to approve
“things that are excellent.” They
‘have the praise of men but not the
praise of God.

(2)That ye may be sincere. There
can be no holiness without sincerity.
God looks through all disguises.
No vaneered piety, however polish-

--ed its exterior, can escape his de--

tection, or secure his approval. He
requireth truth in the inward parts.
Sincerity is of more consequence
than learning and wealth and sacri-
fice combined. They who draw
nigh to God with their lips only, no
matter how eloquent those lips, are
an abomination in his sight. Sin-
cerity is by no means the whole of
piety; but it is an essential part.
Without it one may be a formalist, a

tongued preacher, but he caunot be
a Christian. He may be in the
church; but he is on the way to hell.
“All hypocrites”—those who pre-
tend to be what they are not—shall
have their part in the lake that
burneth with fire and brimstone.”

(3) That ye may be without of-
Sfence. This implies complete de-
liverance from sin. For sin is an
offence to God. Bat the love which
the apostle prays that the brethren
mav abound in more and more
leads its possessor to keep God’s
holy law. Love to God inspires one
to keep all of God’s commandments.
Love to man prompts to the meet-
ing of every obligation we owe to
our fellow men. “Love worketh no
ill to his neighbor; therefore love
is the fulfilling of the law.” Rom.
xiii: ro.- When the love of many
grows cold, 1iniquity abounds.
When the soul is brought by the
power of love, into harmony with
God, his lJaw is instinctively kept.
Hence the result.

(4) That ye may be sincere and
without offence TILL THE DAY 'OF

CHrisT. - By “the day of Christ”
here is meant the day when Christ
shall come to end this .world or to
take us out -of this world. re
then are directions telling us /how
we may persevere to the end.

by abounding more and madre in
knowing, discriminating love. Not-
withstanding the fact that so many
backslide, we may continue to grow
in grace. We may never become
careless or cold, or lukewarm. OQOur
progress ™°~ Dbe steady towards
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our final, eternal home. As fruit
grows and ripens until the time of
the harvest, so may we until the
Master gathers us into his garner.”
PRACTICAL REMARKS.

1. We see one reason why there
are so many compromisers among
those who make great professions
of enjoying Perfect Love. They
are governed more by natural in-
stinct than by a divine affection.
Their love is not in knowledge.
Instead or being a tower of strength,
it is the weak spotin their char-
acter. The enemy takes advantage
of it to lead them to give their in-
dorsement to actions and enterpris-
es of a doubtful character.  This
makes many who would be right,
afraid of those who say much about
love. They think they mean com-
promise when they say, love. But
do not, on that account, give up an
experience so essential as having a
heart filled with love to God and
man. ~
" 2. I'is not enough to have be-
nevolent intentions ; you must ask
God to give you sense and judg-
ment that you may avoid doing
harm when you would do good.
Las.Casas, a Roman Catholic bish-
op in Mexico, in the early part of
the sixteenth century, was one of the
most tender hearted men of his age.
He felt the deepest compassion for
the Indiars who were compelled by
the Spaniards to toil as slaves. He
went to Spain to get Jaws passed to
relieve their condition. He was
called the Apostle of the Indians.
As a last expedient to save the In-
dians from extirpation he had ne-

groes brought from Africa to toil in
the mines and on the plantations.
As a result of his well-meant efforts
African slavery was established up-
on this continent.

3. Do not allow yourself, from
motives of benevolence, to give your
indorsement to what you knowis
wrong, or to refuse to give your ap-
proval to what is excellent. If it i$
wrong to sell or rent pews in the
house of God, give it no encourage-
ment nor support. If church festi-
vals are, wrong, neither attend them
nor give your consent to -them,
though the proceeds may go for a
geod cause. If the church debt
cannot be paid without the church
gets up some gambling enterprise,
or variety show, then let it be sold.
Better that a chuch go down than
that it be sustained by dishonest
practices. It will do more goed to
die for the truth than to flourish by
lowering the standard of morals in
the community. If holiness is
taught by the Bible, stand by it,
and by those who advocate it and
exemplify it in their lives. Go- to
church, if possible, -where it is
explicitly preached and insisted
upon, and where you are at liberty
to profess it and carry it outfin all
the affairs of life. Be a companion
of all them that fear Gcd.

Finally brethren, whatsocver things
are true, whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever
things are pure, whatsoever things are
lovely, whatsoever things are of good

report ; if there be any virtue, and if

there be any praise. think on these:
things. : :
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BY REV. J. G. TERRILL.

The experience of Christian perfeetion.

About this time we had a remark-
able account frcm Yorkshire :

On Friday, 13th, about thirty per-
sons were met together at Otley,

about eight o’clock in the evening,
" in order to pray, sing hymas, and
‘provoke one another to love and
good works. After prayer was
ended, when they proceeded to
speak of the several states of
their souls, some with deep sighs
and groans complained of the
burden they felt for the remains of
indwelling sin: seeing- in a clearer

light than ever before, the necessity |

of deliverance from-it. When they
had spent the usual time together, a
few went to their own houses; but
the rest remained upon their knees,
groaning for the great and precious
promises of God. One, being desired
to pray, no sooner began tolift uphis
voice to God, than the Holy Ghost
made intercession in all that were
present, with groanings that could
not be utiered; at length the travail
of their souls burst out into loud and
ardent cries. They had no doubt of
the favor of God; but they could
not rest while there was anything in
them contrary to His nature. One
cried out, in an exceeding great
agony, Lord ! deliver me from my
sinful nature ! then a second, a third
azd fourth. And while the person
who prayed first was calling upon
God in thesie words : Thou God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, hear us
for the sake of thy son Jesus! one
was heard to say, * Blessed be the
Lord God forever, for he hath
cleansed my heart ! praise the Lord
O, my soul, and all that is within
_me praise His holy name!” Anoth-
er said: “ [ hold thee with a trem-
bling hand, but will not let thee go,”

and in a little tinte cried out, “Praise
the Lord. with me, for he hath

cleansed my heart from sin!”

Before they parted, three believed
God had fulfilled his wotrd, and
cleansedithem from all unrig.hteo'us-
ness.

The next evening they met
again ; and the Lord was preseuat to
heal the brcken in heart; one re-
ceived remission of sins ; and three
more believed God had cleansed
them from all sin ; and it is observa-
ble, these are all poor, illiterate
creatures, of all others most incapa-
ble of counterfeiting, and most un-
likely to attempt it ; but when His
word goeth forth it giveth light
and understanding to the simple.”
Page 52, vol. 4. Works.

“ Thursday, March 6, [ talked
largely with M—— S—— and Eliza-
beth Longmore—the substance of
what M S said, was as fol-
lows:

¢ One Sunday, when about seven-
teen, I was standing near a house
where Mr. James Jones- was then
preaching ; my brother  persnaded
me to go in; I liked what I heard,
but it was above a year before I
knew myself to be a lost sinner.
For three weeks I was in deep dis-
tress, which made me cry to God
day and night. -1 had comfort once
or twice, but I -checked it, being
afraid of deceiving myself ; till, as
Mr. Johnson was preaching one
morzing at five oclock, in Darlaston,
my soul was so filled with the love
of God, that I had much ado to help

crying out. I could only say, ‘Why
me, Lord; why me. 1 was happy all
the day long, and so I was for sev-
eral days. From this time 1 never
committed any known sin, nor ever
lost the love of God ; though 1 found
abundance of temptations, and many
severe struggles ; yvet I was more -
than conqueror gver all, and found
them easier and easier.”
~ “About Christmas, 1758, I was
deeply convinced there was a great-
er salvation than [ had attained ;
the more I saw of this, and the more
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I prayed for it, the happier I was ;
and my desires-and hopes were con-
tinually increasing for above a year.
On' January 30, 1760, Mr. Fugill
talked with one who thought she
had received that blessing. As she
spoke, my heart burned within me,
and my desire was enlarged beyond
expression. I said to him, ‘O sir,
when shall I be able to say as she
says ? He answered, ‘perhaps to
night!’ I said, ‘nay, I am not earn-
est enough.” He replied, ‘that
thought may keep vou ‘from it.’ I

felt God was able and willing to |

give it then, and was unspeakably
happy. Inthe evening, as he was
preaching, my heart was full, and
more and more so, till I could con-
tain no more. I wanted only to be
alone, that I might pour out my soul
before God; and when I came home
I could do nothing but praise and
give him thanks. From that moment
1 have felt nothing but love in my
heart; no sin of any kind; and I
trust I shall never any more offend
God. I never find any cloud be-
tween God and me. I walk in the
light continually. I ‘rejoice ever-
more,’ and ‘pray without ceasing.’
I have no desire but to do and suffer
the will of God. I aim at nothing
but to please him. I am careful for
nothing, but in all things, make my
requests known to him with thanks-
giving; and I have a continual wit-
ness in myself, that what I do, I do
it to his glory.”

Elizabeth Longmore said, “I was
about fourteen when I heard J. W.
preach at the Cross.in Wednesbury;
I immediately believed it was the
right way, and began to be very un-
easy; but my convictions wore away
by degrees; though still I could not
rest. About twénty, I was married;
my husband had sometimes heard
the preaching, but not lately. ~ Soon
after, he began again, going with
me constantly. - I ~was now con-
vinced more and more that T
"was a guilty, undone sinner. I

|
i

cried to God day and night, lay-
ing down my work many times in a
day. On Holy Thursday, 1756, I
was sadly afraid of going tothe sac-
rament; however, I broke through
and went. At the Lord's table I
found such a love as I cannot ex-
press. Assoon as I came back I
went up into my chamber and knelt
down to prayer. In praying, I heard
a voice, saying, *Go in peace; thy
sins are forgiven thee.”’ My soul
sunk into nothing before God, and
was filled with humble love. I loved
God and all mankind, and thought
no temptations could ever shake me
more; but in a few days, being low
and weak in body, I found hard
thoughts of God; yet I could not
give up my confidence that my sics
were forgiven, dor do I know that I -
ever committ~d any wilful sin after
I was justified. About a year and a_
half azo Mr. Fugill came. One eve-
ning while he was preaching, I was
convinced that my heart was still
desperately wicked, and needed to
be wholly renewed. This made me
sometimes afraid to die, lest I should
be called before that change was
wrought, but I bhad still hope at the
bottom,. and never could doubt, but
that God was my God. Inthe mean-
while, my desires to be wholly re-
newed increased contmually, and I
was every day and every hour pray-
ing for it, whatever I was about;
when my hapes prevailed, I was hap-
py; when my fears, I was quite cast
down. Being convinced how little I
loved - God, I was grieved and
ashamed before him.

On Friday, January 25, I took no
food till the afternoon, though I had
a child at breast, 1 was much temp-
ted to think I should never attain,
and was quite uneasy; but the next
morning my uneasiness was gone,
and I calmly waited for what I be-
lieved God would soon give. In the
evening I went to the preaching .
with a full expectation that he would
meet me there; and so he did. As
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soon as Mr. Fugill began to. speak,
I felt my soul was all- love. I was
so stayed on God as I never felt be-
" fore, and knew that I loved him
with all my heart. When I came
home I could ask for nothing; I
could only give thanks; and the wit-
ness that God had saved me from
all sin, grew clearer every hour. I
have never since found my heart
wandering from God. WhenI have
business to do, I just take a thought
and do it, and it is gone and my
heart is with the Lord. I often ina
day, bow my knee to God, but my
heart prays continually. He is nev-
er out of my thoughts. I see him
always; although most at preaching,
and in my band and class; but I do

not only see him, I feel him too, so-

as I cannot express; and the more I
see and feel God, the more I feel I
am nothing. When I sleep, I sleep
as in the arms of Jesus, and when I
wake, I am full of praise, aund it is
as if all the angels were in the room
round ‘me, praising God. I am care-
ful of every word I speak, and every
look, and every thought; I search
-my heart again and again, and Ican
find nothing but love there. Indeed
I know if God left me a moment I
should fall, but I trust he will never
leave me nor forsake me.” Mr. Wes-
ley says of these experiences:

I observe the spirit and experi-
ences of these two run exactly par-
allel; constant communion with God,
the Father and the Son, fills their
hearts with humble love.. Now this
is what I .always- did, and do now,
mean by perfection, and this, I be-
" lieve many have attained on the
same evidence that I believe many
are justified.. May God increase
their number a thousand fold.”

. OBSERVE:
1. These persons were first clear-

ly convinced of their hopeless con-

dition as sinners.
3 2. They definitely sought for par-
on. ~

3- They received a clear evidence
that their sins were forgiven.

4. They bore the fruit of Chris-
tians—peace and joy, and a well
ordered life. -

. 5. They subsequently to justifica-
tion, were convinced that sin still
remained in their hearts.

6. They definitely sought to have
it removed. »

7. It was done in answer to the
prayer of faith, iz a moment.

8. They received an assurance
that it was done, immediately.

9 Constancy and fulness of love
was their after experience.

10. Mr. Wesley says this was
what he always meant by perfection.
How can any body honestly say he
did not ?

- —The true notion of sanctifica-
tion. Separate yourselves from the
world,  and consecrate yourselves
to God; this is the true notion
of sanctification. We have often
seen that to sanctify sigaifies to sep-
arate a thing or person from com-
mon or profane use, and consecrate
it or him to the Lord. This is the
true notion of Kadask in the He-
brew, and Hagiadzo in Greek. The
person or thing thus consecrated or
separated is considered to be /4oy
and to be God's property; and then
God hallows it to himself. There
are, therefore, two things implied in
a man’s sanctification: 1. That he
separates himself from evil ways and
evil companions and devotes himself
to God. 2. That God separates
guilt from his conscience, and sin
from his soul, and makes him intern-
ally and externally holy.—Dr.
ApaMm CLARKE.

’

—_——————

—I am more and more inclined

| to think, that there are none living

so established in grace, but that
they may possibly fall.”"— IFesley.
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PUTTING OFF AND ON.

Personal salvation is negative and
positive. There is, first, something
to be put off; and, second, some-
thing to be put on. And though
both take place at the same time,
" yet they are distinct and dlsmmllar
acts.

This twofold work is most forci-
bly stated by Paul, in his letter to
the Ephesians, as follows: “That

ye put off concerning the former

conversation, the old. man, which is
corrupt according to the deceitful
_ lusts, and be renewed in the spirit
of your mind. And that ye put on
the new man, which after God is
-~ created in righteousness and true ho-
" liness.”—(Eph. iv: 22.)  Now, here
are two distinct but contemporane-
- ous processes. First we are requir-
ed to put off, as concerning the
former conversation or life, “the old
man.” “The old man” is our de-
based, sinful nature, with its impure
- propensities. It is that taint of
original sin, which, being aggrava-
- ted by indulgence, takes the form of
- “conversation,” conduct and habit.
It is that degenerate element in us
which is declared to be “corrupt ac-
cording to the deceit{ul lusts.”

This act of doffing the old man
is done by an absolute renunciation
of all sin in the name -and for the
sake of Christ. Itis a prompt and
perpetual compliance with the pre-
cepts, “Let him that nameth the
name of Christ depart from iniquity.”
—“Wherefore, come out from among
them and be ye separate, and touch
not the unclean thing.” = And this
senaration from sin and abjuration
of all corrupting ways and deeds, is
the first part of sanctification. In-
deed it is the condition precedent
both of the indwelling of Christ and
the abiding fullness and comfort of
the Holy Ghost. Sin must go out
whe Christ comes in; and all the
dead. leaves, old lumber, and worth-
less dross of iniquity must and will

be burnt up when the extraordinary
baptism of the Holy Ghost comes-
upo: us.

But the task is only half done °
when we have thus flung off the filthy
rags and tattered garments of sin. A
creative work is yet to be performed.
It is not merely to unrobe, but to re-
robe, not merely to put away the old,
but to put on the new. We are not
left in doubt as to the significance
of the zezv man which we are requir-
ed to put om. -It is nothing imputed
or ceremonial, nothing external to
ourselves. It is the creation of new
moral qualities within us, which are
here named righteousness and true
holiness. . In other words, rectitude
and purity. And the words, “whick
after God,” indicate that the kind
and degree of moral excellence to .
be produced must correspond with

_the rightenousness and true holmess

of God Himself.
When this twofold work is accom-

.plished, a specimen of full redemp-

tion is furnished.

Reader, let us go into the ward-
robe -of the Saviour and make the
exchange.—Dipine Life.

The moment we set about in true

earnestness to right an evil habit,
we realize how strong a mastery it
has gained over us ; habit becomes
like a cord about us.  Keep enlarg-
ing the boundary of thought,
take up some new study. How few
people know anything of the science,
the order in the floral world. Nature
palpitates with life ; is full of wond-
ers. The daisy has a world of in-
formation to impart if we would on-
ly listen to it. M. H. S,
. —“A general temptation mnow
is, the denying what God hath
wrought. Guard all whom you con-
verse with from this; and from
fancying great grace can -be pre-
served without great watchfulness
and self denial.— Wesley.
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SECOND COMING OF CHRIST.

BY W. P.

For many, and perhaps "hundreds
of years, satan has been trying to
deceive the Church in regard to the
second coming of Christ. In Wes-
ley’s time some ran wild on this sub-
ject, some thought they would be
translated. others, that they would

never die. At different periods since-

then the time has been appointed,
and some have been so sanguine as
to sell all that they possessed ; and
some have gone so far as to climb
trees and to get on the tops of houses
to meet the Lord at the appointed
time.. We have personal knowledge
of a little company h2re in Texas,
who, a few years ago were waiting
with fear and trembling in a ceitain
room, for the coming of the Lord,
having had a special revelation of
the very day and hour.

A few years ago a United Breth-
ren Preacher had a special revela-
tion; a spirit accosted him thus:
« Now is the second coming of
Christ, and you are a chosen vessel
to proclaim it to the world.” Satan’s
object, no doubt, was to get him ex-

alted over being chosen of God.

abzve all others, as the recipient of
this new revelation ; but after obey-
ing him for a while, and trying him,
‘he found “ him to be a lying spirit.”
“Try the spmts whether they are of
God.”

Prophecies not fulfilled. “And
they shall beat their swords into
plowshares and their spears into
pruning hooks ; nation shall not lift
up sword agains: nation, neither
shall they learn war any-more.” Isa.
ii. 4. The return of the Jews to Je-
rusalem, and their conversion. Read
Zach. ii. It is evident that this
prophcy has not been fulfilled, by
the following: * Jerusalem shall
be inhabited as towns without walls.”
v. 4 ‘“And many nations shall be

joined to the Lord in thatday.” v. 2.
There was but one nation joined to
the Lord in the days that Jerusalem
was inhabited by the Jews. Jerusa-
lem has never. been inhabited as
towns without walls, by the Jews,
when many nations were joined to
the Lord. Also, Isaiah lii. 7—11. “ For
they shall see eye to eye, when the
Lord shall bring again Zion.” v. 8. —
At the same time—* All the ends of
the earth shall see the salvation of
our God.” The prosperity and lon-
gevity after their return. Read the
Ixv 6f Isaiah, beginning at the 17th
v.,and you will find that a wonderful
change is to take place in Jerusalem;
so great that it is called a new crea-
tion. - Still, it is evident that it is not
new Jerusalem, for there is to be no
more death. Here they will die at
the age of a hundred years; Zere,
there will be no sin; here, the sinners
wrnll live 1o the age of a hundred years
and be “accursed,” and the time
cannot be short, for—“Mine elect
shall long enjoy the work of their
hands.”

Some of thoss who preach the im-
mediate second coming of Ckrist,
accuse us of saying, “ My Lord de-
layeth his coming,” and if we would
preach the truth in regard to the
second coming of Christ we would
be more successful in winning souls.
But my experience with the human
family teaches me to believe that if
we were to assure mankind that the

| world would come to an end inforty

years, and that they had forty years
to live, the great majority of them
would put it off thirty nine years be-
fore they would seek the Lord.
The best way is to preach a now
salvation, and that to-morrow may
be too late.

———————

—It'is not until we have passed
through the furnace that we are
made to know how much dross
there is in our composition.—
Colton.
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RELIGIOUS PAPERS.

BY REV. E. P. MARVIN.

One of the most easy and effect-
ive methods of disseminating re-
ligious truth is by newspapers,

magazines and tracts.

Everybody reads newspapers.
Newspapers reach the masses. But
alas, many of our so called religious

newspapers have come down from |-

thei- high position and opportunities
to a semi secular plain. Their glory
has departed from them. Take
ore of our leading denominational
papers for an example—one which
was once foremost in publishing
the precious truths of the gospel
for the edification of God’s people
and the salvation of souls. _
Alas, in its vast and varied con-
tents, there is scarcely one line, ex-
cepting perhaps the Sunday School
lesson, that would edify a saint in

- divine knowledge, or have the least

tendency to lead a sinner to Christ.
Here are many ecclesiastical items
and discussions, which may do for
those who like such things. Here
is a workshop for tinkering ecclesi-
astical machinery and indeed, “One
thing and another,” with Christ
almost wholly left out.

Among the advertisements we
find Christmas Gifts, Christmas
Exercises, Patent Medicines, Insur-
ance, The Latest Novels, and Fash-
ion- Journals. And we may ask.

- Why this change in a worldly way?

There can be but one answer—
Popu’arity and pelf. Well, if Chis-
tian parents want a genuinely re-
ligious paper for their families they
must look elsewhere for it.

—_——e————

—Can we be unsafe where God
has placed us, and where he watch-
es over us as a parent a child whom
he loves? £To them who walk up-
rightly he is a sun and a shield:

QUESTION AND ANSWER.

“Wherefore do the wicked live,
become old, yea, are mxghty in
power ?

Their seed is established in their
sight with them, and their offspring
before their eyes.

Their houses are safe from fear,
neither is the rod of God' upon

‘them.

They send forth their little ones
like a flock and their children dance.

They spend their days in wealth
and in a moment go down to the
grave.

Therefore they say unto God de-
part from us for we desire not the °
knowledge of thy ways.

What is the Almighty that we
should serve him? And what profit
should we have if we pray unto him ?

The wicked is reserved to the day
of destruction, they shall be
brought forth to the day of wrath !!
Job, chapter 21st.

‘‘In that lone lJand of deep despair,

No Sabbath’s heavenly light shall rise,
No God regard their bitter prayer

No Saviour call them to the skies.”
Now God invites, how blest the day,

How sweet the gospel’s charmmg sound,

Come sinner haste ! O haste away !
While yet a pardoning God is found.

Don’t forget in your obscurity,
poverty and loneliness, that the rich
in their abundance are often surfeit-
ed with it, and look with almost
envy on those in more hum-
ble walks; for too great riches be-
comes a burden, I know this to be so,
for I have conversed frequently with
the rich on these subjects.

M. H. S.

2 e fe
—One truly Christian life will do
more to prove the divine origin of
Christianity than many lectures.
Hence, it is of much greater impor-
tance to develope Christian charac-
ter than to exhibit Christian evi-
dences.
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LOVE OF THE WORLD.

BY REV. A. SIMS,

There is no surer evidence of a
backslidden state than a worldly
spirit and conduct. Do not imagine
that loving the world merely con-
sists in being an outrageous and
open sinner. It means something
more than that; and what is more
common than notorious wickedness?
1 find the greater part of those who
are guilty of the sin of loving the
world, are a very respectable and
moral sort of people; and many,
yes, thousands of them, profess re-
ligion, and consider themselves as
established church members. i A
man shows he loves the world when
be seeks its wealth, and is continu-
ally “laying up treasures upon the
earth.”—Mait. vi: 19. Maultitudes
of professors are just as eager after
glittering wealth as any non-profes-
sor. They will make things bend
and twist in any shape to get money
or land ; but to get grace to feed
their souls—that scarcely gives
them two minutes’ thought any day.
They are up early and late in their
pursuit after Mammon, but they
grumble fearfully when asked to
spend a few hours during the week
in the House of God, or in search-
ing the Scriptures, or'in closet pray-
er at home. They work exceeding-
Iy hard to increase their substance,
and consider no inconvenience too
great to accomplish their purpose ;
‘but to labor for God, to visit the
sick, to warn the wicked, to reprove
sin, and to help pull poor souls out
of the fire, they are ready to make
any excuse for the neglect of this
work and generally say they are too
busy.. 1t is right to be diligent in
- business ; but it is also imperative
to be “fervent in spirit, serving the
Lord ;” “Always abounding in the
work of the Lord ;” but in this they
fail,. plainly showing which world
has the greater attraction for them.

" on them !

“But they that w#// be rich fall in-
to temptation and a snare, and into
many foolish and hurtful lusts,
which drown men in destruction
and perdition. For the love vof
money is the root of all evil ; which,
while some coveted after, they have
erred from the faith, and pierced
themselves through with many sor-
rows.”—I Tim. vi: g, 10. Again, a-
professor of religion shows his love
for the world by desiring its honors
and the praise of men. When he is
more anxious to have the good will

and words of men than to do what

is right, and obey God ; when he is
more particolar as to what his
neighbors and society will think and
say about him, than to speak the
truth and live it; when he preaches,
prays, and acts so as to get com-
mendation of men, and leave un-
done a part of his duty in order to
avoid their displeasure, or an evil
name, he is loving the world. There
are some professors who will not
even indulge the thought of losing
the friendship of .certain worldlings.
They pander to this, that, and the
other custom, compromise one duty
after another, and do almost any-
thing rather than to lose the esteem
of the world. God have mercy up-
“Ye adulterers and adult-
eresses, know ye not that the friendship
of the world is enmity with God?
Whosoever, therefore, will be a friend
of the world, is the enemy of God.”—

- James iv: 4.

‘Again, a professor of religion
shows his love for the world by fol-

lowing its customs and fashions. In.

regard to this one particular, who
can tell the difference between the
world and the great mass of profess-
ing Christians? It is quite common
in these days for church members

to attend the popular amusements -

cards, checkers, dancing, skating
and the like.
will themselves get up festivals,
socials and concerts, and provide as

Not only so; they-

-of the world, to play at croquet, .
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much fun, joking, and nonsense as
possible, in order to have the pres-
ence of the worldling, and obtain
his twenty-five cents. This sort of
thing is relished a thousand times
better than a prayer or a class-meet-
ing. Get these worldly souls out to
a prayer-meeting if you can ; and if
" you suceed in doing that Joccasion-
ally, they are as mute as dumb ani-
mals, and “so weak” say they. But
is this to be wondered at when min-
isters all over the land are first and
foremost to indulge in these very
things? Oh, horrible !
In regard to the fashions of the
world, it was formerly easy to dis-
tinguish God’s people from the
worldling by their plaioness in
dress ; but now who can thus be
distinguished?* The latest styles
and cuts are as eagerly sought for
by professors as by non-professors.
Many of them, unless they can put
on this, and put on that, and have
their superfluious ornaments, will
stay at home rather than go to
God’s house without them. ZLove
not the world, neither the things that
arein the world. If any man love
the world, the love of the Father is not
in kim. For all that is in the world,
the lust of the flesh, and the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of
the Father, but is of the world.”—I
John ii : 15, 16.

There is comfort in making good
resolutions. It is something to de-
sire good, to aim high. That soul is
not far from God, which keeps press-
ing forward to right actions, even
though it fail every day of the mark;
for God will judge us by what we
are, rather than by what we haveac-
complished. * What manner of spirit
are ye of ’? said our Lord in one
of the gospels. See to it therefore,
that the soul’s attitude be one of
“humility, looking up to be taught
continually in a spirit of love.

M. H. S.

ON REPENTANCE.—WHERE there
is no fear, in like manner there is
no amendment ; repentance} is of
necessity vain, for it lacks the fruit
for which God sowed it; that is,
man'’s salvation. -

I soLp it audacity to dispute
about the “good” of a divine pre-
cept ; for indeed, it is not the fact
that it is good which binds us to
obey, but the fact that God enjoined
it. ~To exact the rendering of
obedience the -majesty of divine
power has the prior right; the au- .
thority of Him who ¢ommands is
prior to the utility of him w.o
SETVeS.

MaN's FEAR is .an honor to God.
But that most stubborn foe of ours
never gives his malice leisure;
indeed he is then most savage when
he fully feels that a manis freed
from his clutches; he then flames
fiercest while he is fast being ex-
tinguished.

- Grieve ‘and groan he must of
necessity over the fact that, by the
grant of pardon, so many. works of
death in man have been overthrown,
so many marks of the condemnation
which was formerly his own; erased.
He grieves that -that sinner, now
become Christ's servant, is destined
to judge him and his angels. And
so he observes, assaults, besieges
him, in the hope that he may be
able in some way either to strike
his eyes with carnal concupiscence,
or else to entangle his 1 ind with
worldly enticements, or else to sub-
vert his faith by fear of earthly
power, or else to wrest him from
the sure way by perverse traditions;
he is never deficient in stumbling-
blocks nor in temptations.

These poisons are his, therefore,
God foreseeing, although the gate
of forgiveness has been shut and
fastened up with the bar of baptism,
has permitted it still to stand some-
what open. In the vestibule he
has stationed repentance the second
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to open to such as knock: but now
once jfor all, becanse now for the
second time; but never more be-
cause the last time it had been in
vain. For is not even this once
enough? You have what you now
deserved not, for you had last what
- .you had received. If the Lord’s
indulgence grants you the means of
restoring what you had lost, be
thankful for the benefit renewed,
not to say amplified; for restorsngisa
greater thing than groing, inasmuch
as /Aaving lost is more miserable
than never having received at all.

However, if any do incur the
debt of a second repentance, his
spirit is not to be forthwith cut
down and undermined by despair.
Let it by all means be irksome to
siz again, but let not to repent again
be irksome; irksome to imperil one's
self again, but.not to be again set
free.

Let none be ashamed. Repea‘ed
sickness must have repeated -medi-
cine. You will show your gratitude
to the Lord by not refusing what
the Lord offers you You have
offended but can still be reconciled.

. You have one whom you may satis-
fy and him willing to accept the
satisfaction. — Zertullian. — A. D.
150—220. :

e

—It is noteworthy that the Spirit

of God which is said to have come up-
on David, also came upon Saul. And
vet in Saul the gift of grace was
perverted, forfeited and lost. - What
God means and qualifies and invites
and helps us to be, may- all be
thwarted by our own unfaithfulness
and sin. How great and good is
the destiny appointed to us all if we
will have it ! ~Only we must be will-
ing to have it. Ch(’)ose ye!

—Tirst, last and always be simple
and natural, unpretending ard sin-
cere. Ape no one in manner or

method.

FEED THE LAMBS.

BY MATTIE CAMPRELL.

Christmas past! While my own
heart is filled with the love of Him
who brought “Peace on earth, good
will to men,” still deep down isa
yearning sadness for those whose
experience in the deep things of
God is but ideal and not real.

Said little flaxen head the other
day at lunch time, “Mamma I'm
hungry,—I'm half starved ;" then
after a moment of waiting,—"Now
I'm starved for honest.” °Smiling
at the zest with which she asked,
and the avidity with which she de-
voured her [uncheon, my mind
took a sudden turn from the temp-
oral to the spiritual. Such thought I,
15 the condition of the fashionable
churches, not only starving but
spiritually starved ; and unlike kt-
tle flaxen head, they do not realize
their condition. Indeed they more
nearly resemble persons long fam-
ished—it is unsafe to offer them
strong food in abundance for fear it
might result in utter prostration or
in instant death. But for the true
seeker lightis to be had. There
are among God's anointed, those
who_refrain not their lips, who do
utterly refuse to make golder ~~lves
of worldly pleasure and self a, rand-
izement. There are true followers
of Christ, who, despising the shame,
testify in ringing tones, to a person-
al knowledge of the all cleansing
blood of Jesus; rejoicing that they
are counted worthy to suffer re-
proach for his name. And the
Spirit of glory and of God rests up-
on them. Oh! joy! joy!.  Let us
look up. Let us gird up our loins,
let us put on the whole armor of
God, let us declare him zll powerful
and an all satisfying portion. Cour-
age. Courage. Fifty millions of
saintly martyrs have suTered death,
have gone up through great tribula-
tion, thus bequeathing to us an ex-
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ample of fidelity even unto death.
- If they could thus stand true in the
face of the death penalty, what
cowards are we -and despicable, if
.we shrink at the reproach of public
opinion. Oh let us be willing, Zez
us be willing with all our heart and
soul to say:

Come keen reproach and scornful rod
The cross I will not flee,

Spirit of Glory and of God
Rest, sweetly rest on me.

Glory to his name. He was call-
ed Jesus because He came to save
his people from their sins. There
is power in his blood .to cleanse
from all heart errors. And then
_ what joy in following closely. Said
a sister to, me, “You are too incon-
sistent, you say you have given up
the world and you go on enjoying
yourselves better than any of us.”
. And she had guessed the secret.
We will.not be brought under the
power of any, but all holy things
are ours; rejoice, rejoice.

S SaEL

—Let us be' satisfied with God’s
plan for saving the world, and not
try to help him by any false meth-
ods. There is a limit to our own
responsibility. The burden of the
world’s evil dces not all rest on our
shoulders: Let us calmly wait on
God, and check our foolish impa-
tience. Then why be cast down in
despair- that truth does not conquer
in a day? Why not look out upon
- life’s drama with cheerful content,
knowing that God rules, and that
he will order all things well? Look-
ing the darkest facts fairly in the
face, our supreme question - should
be, “Lord, what wouldst thou have
me to do? Faithfully doing this,
the spirit may calmly rest, undis-
turbed by this world’'s confusion.
Cheerfully accepting all duties and
difficulties, contented with life’s
privilege, with the Divine treatment
of us here and the heavenly hope of
the life to come, we shall climb the
_celestial summit with songs of joy:

You speaxk of wit and humor, of
jokes and anecdotes 'among min-
isters. If - there be not a speedy
end to. these the Church is marred,
if not wndene. ~ Keep away “from
these joking ministers or get them
converted to God. Swearing and
joking are different. The former is
reputed more profane ; but as to re-
ligion, after much experience and
observation, I have no doubt that
they are equally sure to kill religion
out of their souls, and make the
heart, so far as the Spirit’s “graces
are concerned a desert waste. A
friend suggests a thought, namely,
“When I was young, Methodist
ministers were so solemn in all their
words and actions that a sinner
trembled in their presence. But
now the most worldly and wicked
men can meet -some of our preach-
ers and play off their jokeson them,
as if sure of being received in the
spirit of “Hail fellow, well met!”
Is it not too true? O! my brother, let
us dze rather than contribute one
syllable or -glance to perpetuate
those practices which are breaking
Zion breach upon breach and which
threaten her with a fearful over-
throw! Shall we celebrate the
smaller and not the greater works of
God? Shall we sing that He .
brought us out of Egypt and have
no anthem to tell that the horse
and his rider are cast into the sea?
— Bishop Hamline.

e

—1I cannot easily be prejudiced
zgainst any person whom I tenderly
love, till that love declines. So long,
therefore, as our affection is pres-
erved by watchfulness and prayer to
Him that gave it, prejudice must
stand at a distance. Another excel-
lent defense agalnst it is openness
— Wesley.

5 e e

-—“I “frequently find a want of
more light; but I want heat more
than light. B Wesley.
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THE CHANGED CROSS.

: a time of sadness; and my heart,
icl::':ngh it knew and lu’veq the better part,
Felt wearied with the conflicc and the strife,
‘And all the needful discipline of life. !

And while I thought on these as given to me—
My trial tests of faith and love to be—

Tt seemed xs if I never could be sure

Phat faithful to the end Ishould éndure.

And thus no Jooger trusting to His might,

Who says ** We walk by faith, ard not by sight,”
- Doubting, and almos’ yieldiog to despair,

The thought arose, My cross, I cannot bear.

Far heavier its weight must surely be,

Than those of others whirh [ daily see;

Oh ! if I might another burdexr choose,
Methinks I should not fear my crown to lose.

A solemn silence reigned on all around—
E'en natare uttered not a sound;

The evening shadows =eemed of peace to tell,
And sleep upon iny wearled spirit fell.

A moment’s panse, and then a heavenly light
Beamed fnll upon my wonderiny, raptured sight ;
Angels on silvery wings seemed everywhere,
Ang angels’ music thritled the balmy air.

The one more fair than all the rest to see—
One to whom all the others bowed the knee—
_Came gentiy to me as I trembling lay,

And, “ Foiflow me,” he said; I am the Way.”

Then speaking thus, he led me far above;
And there, beneath a canapy of love,
Crosses of divers shape and size were seen,
Larger and smaller than my own had been.

And one there was most beauteons to behold—

A little one, with jewe/s set in gold.

* Ah ! this,"" methonght, * I can with comfort wear,
. For it will be an easy one to bear.”

And go the little cross I quickly took,

Bat all at once my fram: beneath it shook;
The sparkling jewels—fair were they to see,
But far too heavy was their weight for me.

“This may not be,” I cried, and Jooked again,
To see if any here could ease my pain;

But one by one I passed them slowly by,

Till on a lovely one I cast my eye.

" Fair flowers around its scnlptured form intwined,
And grace and beaunty seemed in it combined;
Wondering, 1 gazed. and still I wondered more
To think so many should haye passed it o’er.

Bat, oh! that form so beauntiful to ree,

Soon made its hidden sorrows known to me.
Thorns lay beneath those flowers and colors fair;
Sorrowing I said, ‘* This cross I may not bear.”

And 8o it was with each and all around—

Not one to Fuii my need could there be fonnd;
Weeping I Juid e:ch heavy burden down,

As my guide gently gaid, ** No cross, no crown.”

At length to him I raised mysaddened heart;
He knew its sorrows, bade its doubts depart.
** Be not afraid.” he eaid, ** but trust in me:
My perfect fove shall now be shown to thee.'™

And then, with lightning eyes and willing feet,
Again I turned, my earihly cross to meet;
With forward footsteps, turning not aside,
For fear some hidden evil might betide.

And there, in the prepared, appointed way—
Listening to bur.p and rudyplo Obey— o
A cross i quickly found of plainest form,
With only words of love inscribed thereon.

With thankfaolness I raised it from the rest,
And jni'tully acknowiedged it the best,

The only oue of all the many there :
That I could feel was zood for me to bear.

And, while I thus my chosen one confessed.
I raw a heavenly brightuoess on it rest;

And as I bent, my burden to sustuin,

1 recognized my own old cross again.

Bnt oh! how different it seemed to be,
Now I had learned its preciousness to see!
No longer conld I nnbelieving say,

** Perhaps another is a better way.”

Ah. no! henceforth my own desire shall be,

That He who knows me best shonld choose for me;
And so, whate’er his love sees fit to send,

I'll trust it’s best, because he knows the end.

-

THE ARDOR OF LOVE. ¥

‘T'he passions are the springs by
which we are usually actoated.
Reason alone is.too weak to put us
in motion as often as duty requires ;

‘but when love, and sacred passion

of the-faithful, comes in to its assis-
tance, we are then sweetly con-
strained to act in conformity to the
various relations we sustain- in our
civil and religious life. Thus the
God. of nature has rooted in the
hearts of mothers a fond affection,
which keeps them anxiously atten-
tive to the wants of their children.
And thus the Spirit of God implants,
in the bosom of a good pastor, that
ardent charity which excites him to
watch over his flock with the most
affectionate and unwearied attention.
The love of a father to his son, the
attachment of a nurse to her foster
child, the tender affection of a
mother to her infant, are so many
emblems employed in the Holy
Scriptures to set forth the sweetness
and ardor of that Christian love
which animates the true minister to
the performance of his several du-
ties. ‘“You know,” says St. Paul,
“ how we exhorted, and comforted,
and charged every one of you, as a
father doth his children; we were
gentle among vou, even as a nurse
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cherisheth her children. So, be-
ing affectionately desirous of you,
we were willing to have imparted
unto you, not the gospel of God only,
but also our own souls, because ye
were dear unto us.” I. ‘Thess, 2,8, 7,
11. “God is my record, how great-
ly I long after you all in the bowels
of Jesus Christ.” Phil. i
ceive us, for ye are in our hearts to
live and die with you.” II. Cor. viii,
2, 3.- Worldly pastors can form no
idea of that ardent -charity -which
dictates such benevolent language,
" and accompanies it with actions
which demonstrate its sincerity.
This is one of those mysterious
things which are perfectly incompre-
hensible to the natural man, and
which frequently occur to him as the
extremest folly. This fervent love
improves us into new creatures, by
the sweet influence it maintains over
all our tempers. This holy passion
deeply interests the faithful pastor
in the concerns of his fellow Chris-
tians, and teaches him to rejoice in
the benefits thev receive, as though
his own prosperity was inseparably
connected with theirs. “I thank
God,” writes the great apostle to the
benefactor of his brethren, “ making
mention: of thee alwaysin my pray-
ers, hearing of the love and faith
which thon hast toward the Lord
Jesus, and towards all the saints,
that the communication of thy faith
may become effectual, by the ack-
nowledging of every good thing
which is in you in Christ Jesus. For
we have great joy and consolation
in thy love, because the bowels of
the saints are refreshed by thee,
brother.” Phil. v. 4-7.

The sorrow and the joy of this
zealous imitator of Christ were gen-
erally influenced by the wvarying
states of the faithful. When any,
who had once run well, were seen
loitering by the way, or starting aside
from the path of life, be expressed
.the most sincere affliction on "their
account. There are some “of whom

“Re .

‘| to be reminded of it.

I have told you often, and now tell
you even weeping, that they are the
enemies of thecross of Christ.” Phil.
iii, 18. On the other hand, the pro-
gress of believers was as marrow to
his bones, and as the balsam of life ~
to his heart. “We are glad when we
are weak, and ye are strong; and
this also we wish even your perfec-
tion.” II Cor. xiii. 9. “My brethren,
dearly beloved and longed for, my
joy and crown, stand fast in the
Lord, my dearly beloved. Be blame-
less and harmless, the sons of God
without rebuke, holdmg forth the
word of life, thut I may rejoice in the
day of Chrlst that I kave not runin
vain, neither labored in vain.” Phil
iv. 1, 15, 16.

Reader, whoever thou art, permit
me to ask thee an important ques-
tion : Art thou acquainted with
that ardent charity that influenced
the apostle Paul? If his Christian
love was like a rapid and deep river;
is thine at least like a running
stream whose waters fail not? Do
the joys and sorrows flow in the
same chafinel and tend to the same
point as the sanctified passions of
this benevolent man? Relate the
chief causes of thy satisfaction and
displeasure, and I will tell thee
whether, like Demas, thou zrt a child
of this present world, or a fellow-
citizen of heaven, with St. Paul.

FLETCHER.
—_—————————

— Nothing is easier than to for-
get that Christ saves; he only and
wholly. Men. are forever losing
sight of this. Christians have need
Church or-
dinances are important, and no
sincere believer can desplse them,
but they do not save.

-

—To those who move forward in
obedience, God shows what he

| would have them do as fast as light
‘is needed.
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Beer is advocated as a temperance
drink. A recent volume " dedicated
to the “Brewers of the United
" States, the promoters of the great,
and glorious cause of genuine tem-
perance,” urges beer against whis-
key.  Ina recent Brewer's Con-
gress, a “ Brewer's Academy,” to
teach the « Science of Brewing,” was
advocated. They take beer into
politics, and demand the protection
of legislatures.

-Beer contains less alcohol than
whiskey, but is drunk for its alcohol.
Take that out, and no one would
touch the dirty, insipid stuff.

In his preface to Dr. B. W. Rich
ardson’s ¢ Cantor Lectures on Alco-
hol,” Dr. Willard Parker writes:
" Alcohol has no place in the healthy
system, but is an irritant poison, pro-
ducing a diseased condition of body
and mind.”

The lager beer sold in this coun-
try contains - from 4 2% to 6 percent
of alcohol, generally about 5 %.

Horace Greely said: “They
greatly mistake who hope to live lon-
ger by drinking wines or malt liquors
than they would expect to if addict
ed instead to distilled spirits. True,
there is less alcohol, but the same

quantity will not content them. It

was enough to start the blood intoa
gallop yesterday, but falls short to-
day, and will not begin to do to-mor
row.”

The brewers boast of the largetax
paid by them to the government.
This is almost funny. Do #key pay
anything? Isit not paid by the
drinkers, generally poor men, and
who for every dollar thus paid for
taxes, suffer a loss of ten dollars for
health and productive industry ?

Dr. Drysdale, the senior physician
of the London Metropclitan Free
Hospital says: “I declare to you
that the amount of gout, urinaryand
lung diseases I have seen in London,
attributable to beer alone, is quite

distressing.”

The distinguished Sir Henry
Thompson, in a letter to the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, writes: “I
have no hesitation in attributing a
very large proportion of some of the
most painful and dangerous mala-
dies which come under my notice,
to the ordinary use of beer taken in
quantities conventionally deemed
moderate.”

Judge Pitman, of Massachusetts,
in reviewing the beer legislation of
that State, mentions that, “In 1872,
after eight months of free beer,
there was an increase of 68 per cent
in the aggregate of crime, and of
over 1zo per cent in cases ¢® drunk-
enness.”

The reason that beer is relatively
more dangerous than stronger lig-
uors, as a promoter of crime, is given
by the distinguished Dr. B. W. Rich-
ardson, who, in describing the pre-
liminary stages of intox‘cation, says ;
“The cerebral centers become in-
flamed, they are reduced in power,
and the controlling influences of
will and judgment are lost. As
these centers are unbalanced and
thrown into chaos, the rational part
of man gives way before the emo-
tional or organic part. The reason
is now off duty, or fooling with du-
ty, and all the more animal instincts
are laid atrociously bare.”

The official inquiry- instituted by
the “Lower House of Convocation of
the Province of Canterbury,” brought
thousands of answers from the cler-
gy, judges, magistrates, prison chap-
lains, and others. The following
brief extracts are samples of these
replies :

“Beer shops are the curse of the
country. The beer houses are a so
cial pest—an unmitigated nuisance.
I would rather see a dozen public
houses (liquor shops) than one beer
house. The beer houses are a fright-
ful source of intemperance. The
abolition of beer houses would be a
boon to the working man. Such
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houses are the hot-bed and harbor
for every crime. Abolish all beer
houses. ' ; ,

My friend, Dr. M. L. Holbrook,
after a month’s jury service in one
of the criminz2l courts of this city,
reports :

“We had five or six murderers on
trial, and nearly all had been drink-
ing what a German would call a
moderate amount of lager beer.
The most painful case was that of a
boy seventeen years old who had
killed a comrade while under the in-
fluence of lager beer.”

Dr. Holbrook adds: “Judging
from my observation, lager beer is
quite as likely to generate murder
and other crimes as the stronger
liquors.”

The Boston Congregationalist says:
“We know a man who for twelve
years has never used any liquor save
beer. He comes home from his ele-
gant store, behind his handsome pair
of horses, and makes his home a ter-
ror. He runs after his wife with an
axe, and makes a beast of himself
in a thousand ways.” It adds also:
“We know another.man who uses
ozly beer, who has beaten his wife
so as to make ner helpless for days,
was dead-drunk on beer when the
neighbors helped bury his infant son,
and has repeatedly knocked -down
and beaten his girl.of eight and his
boy of five.” :

Recorder Hill, of Birmingham,
England, voiced the opinion of many
magistrates when he said :

“The establishment of the beer
shop, which was to check these evils
(arising from the sale of distilled
liquors), is inoperative to that end,
and has introduced mischief of its
own, and indeed is universally de-
nounced as a curse upon the land.”

G. F. Drury, Esq., magistrate,
Shotover Park, Oxon, said:

“ The Beer Bill has done more_to
brutalize the English laborer, and
take him from his family and fireside
into the worst associations, than al-

most any measure that could have
been devised. . It has furnished vic-
tims for the jails, the hulks, and the
gallows, and has frightfully extended
the evils of pauperism and moral de-
basement.”

Our German fellow-citizens are
our 1ost valuable immigrants.
They are a sturdy, thrifty, self-poised
race, and should prove the strong-
hold of democratic institutions in
America.- Without their stupefying,
brutalizing beer, what could they not
achieve ! ;

The distended stomach of the
devotee of lager beer, his bloated,
turgid cheeks and blood-shot eyes,
his slow, uncertain movements and
dull, guttural voice, make those of
us whose prayers are full of the fu-
ture of country, lose heart and hope.
Lager beer has become a clcud
darkening the bright blue ol our
beautiful sky.—2Dio Lewis' Monthly.

—
“WHAT A SAVIOUR.”

BY JOSEPH GOODWIN TERRILL.

Jesus found me in the world,

Perishing from wintry cold,

Brou%lt me back into the fold ;
‘“Hallelujah, what a Saviour !”

Saved me from all desires to stray,

Meckly at his side to stay,

Walking in the holy way :
“Hallelujah, what a Saviour !”

Listens to my faintest bleat,

Calls me to his blessed feet,

Feeds me on the finest wheat;
‘‘Hallelujah, what a Saviour !”

Banished are all low desires,

Quenched are all ambitious fires,

Pleasing all that he requires;
‘““Hallelujah, what a Saviour [”

—_———————

—The summer passes.over the
furrows and the corn springs up;
the sod forgets the flower of the past-
vear, and the battle-field forgets
the blood that has been spilt upon
its turf; the sky forgets the storm,
and the water the noon-day sun that
slept upon its bosom. All nature
preaches forgetfulness. Its very-
order is the progress of oblivion.
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THE LILY AMONG THORNS.

BY MADAME GUYON.

God must put his hand upon all;
everything has need of it. For my-
self, I would say : *‘ Alas, how long
is my exile!” “My soul thirsteth
for thee, being in a desert land,
pathless, and without water.” On
your part, M., be of good courage.
It is better to have nothing than to
have much. I doubt not that God
rewards your fidelity.

To find righteousness now-a-days
isa very difficult thing; all turns
upon knavery and bad faith. I do
not say that one is like a rose in the
midst of thorns, for that would be
wrongly said ; but like a hand taken
and entangled in a bush of thorns
that press it on all sides and wound

unceasingly ; and without the pow-

er to be delivered from them. When
you think you have escaped one, you
will find a thousand of them.. You
languish, and life becomes unbeara-
ble; you see death only as the end

of so many torments, but it comes

not. Is God even known in these
parts? Not one soul, I say not even

one, would dare to name him; all

are strangers, and one must live far
from his true country, out of his ele-
ment, forget in some sort what he
never would wish to lose sight of,
see and hear continually, what he
- could always wish to be ignorant of.

“Believe you that when the Son of
man returneth he will find faith up-
on the earth ?” Hearts discern each
other, and there is one of them from
out the world which cansay: “I
am alone and abandoned.”

It is needful to learn to live ina
new world, a language new, and till
then unknown, customs entirely - dif-
ferent ; to pass for a bridled goose,
to receive instruction from people
who know not the first letters.of the
alphabet ;- not one person to confide
in ; to digest iron and 'steel ; all is

rock and flint in your estimation.
However, all thisis good in the will

of God, although full of bitterness.

On your part, continue to walk
without knowing where, and without
wishing to know, trusting God only
who will know how to lead you into
Himself by ways unknown to the
feelings and to the thoughts.

-The farther we go from ourselves
the nearer we approach to God.
The more this WE is thwarted,
pricked with thorns on all sides, the
more we let it alone.

God, who wants no tie, sows afflic-
tion upon all, without which a good
heart that is always forming attach-
ments would tie itself wherever it
found congeniality.

Good courage without courage!
Farewell. —Spiritual Torrents.

B o ——

—IF we could realize how the
thoughts of the heart affect our
words and conduct, I think we
should be careful how we let our
imaginations run away with us.
It is the thoughts that stamp our
faces ; if the- soul guards the en-
trance, vigilantly admitting none
but pure and good thoughts, nothing
but pure and good words can pro-
ceed. If the fountain be pure, the
water must be pure. Have you an
enemy ? - Pray for him. Have you
a friend? Be true to him. Shun
the society of the envious and
jealous; and let all evil speaking be
put away. Who can dwell witha
contentious person? It is better to
live on herbs in peace than with a
meddlesome person.

' M. H. S

—_——

—*“I know not how to reconcile
speaking sharply or roughly, or even
a seeming want of meekness with
perfection. And yet Iam fearful
of condemning whom God has not
condemned. What I cannot under-
stand I leave to him.”— Wesley.
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CHRISTIANITY AS RELATED
TO THE HUMAN BODY.

BY REV. JESSE S, GILBERT, A. M.

Many Christians seem to thmk it
a mark of refined spirituality, to
speak’in a slighting manger of the
human body. A greater mistake
could hardly be made. That the
body is material and of the earth, is
no sufficient reason for such con
tempt ; for the material world is as
real, and in its way and degree, as
worthy of God as the spiritual.

. The human body displays the di-
vine power and -goodness. We are
His “workmanship.” The Son of
God has honored our physical na-
ture by taking it upon Himself, by
rising with it
taking it with Him to the heavenly
world. ’'Tis true these earthly bod-
ies are frail and perishing ; but they

are to be raised in incorruption and-

glory, when the Lord comes. *This
mortal ” is to “ put on immortality ”
and “this corruptible ” to “puton
incorruption,” upon the coming
morning of the resurrection.

Almost all the miracles of Christ
were performed upon the bodies of
men. It is an error to suppose that
we can best serve God in a weak and
suffering body. Much of our sick-
ness and disease is caused by the
violation, ignorantly it may be, of the
laws of nature. and the laws of
nature are the laws of God. All
sickness then is a badge of our fallen
state, an imprint of the ruin and
wreck wrought by the first Adam.
Before the-fall there was no sickness
or disease. Christ suffered every
form of human ill, except, so far as
we have any record, that of sickness
and disease. 'This is a very signifi-
cant fact. Would not the freedom

of Christians from physical diseases,

be a triumph for Christ, a wonderful
attestation of the power of God, an
emblem of their victory over sin,

‘rom the grave, by

and a type of their future state in
the kingdom of God? If God has
power over sin; if He can pardon
and purify the spirit, can it be that
He has no power over physical evils ?
Does not the gzreater include the
less? Unbelief, alone, stands in the
way. Yet, how inconsistent many are
in their unbelief !

Where is there a minister of Jesus
who has not knelt beside the bed . of
pain and disease, and prayed that if
it were God’s will, the sick might be
restored to health. Yet, often, these
very men decry the cure of faith. Is
it not almost time to ask whether
these prayers are an idle form or a
sincere asking? Surely prayer
should be modified or faith strength-
ened. Let us strive for bodily, as well
as forspiritual, health. Weare to glo- -
rify God in the body. Surely if our
bodies are “temples of the Holy-
Ghost,” ‘we can best glorify God by
keeping them in good repair.

—_——

—Love is the greatest thing that
God can give us, for himself is love;
and it is the greatest thing we can
give to God, for it will also give
ourselves, and carry with it all that

is ours. The apostle calls it the
bond of perfection ; it is the old and
it is the new, and it is the great
commandment, and it is all the
commandmerts, for it-is the fulfill-
ing of the law. It does the work of
all the other graces without any in-
strument but its own immediate
virtue. : :
———————

To try to escape trouble and care,
is cowardly. It is our privilege to
try and do as near right as possible,
but we must not forget that the very
effort after righteousness implies a
hard struggle. It is easy sailing
with the current, but return zp
stream and see how much will, and

firm, resolute work is required.
M. H. S
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THE EVILS O;F TOBACCO.
.WITH AN INFALLIBLE CURE EOl-l
THE SAME.

" BY REV. A SIMS.

IT WASTES AN ENORMOUS SUM.

The consumption of this weed
squanders yearly over $1,000,000,000!
America uses Over one half or, at
least, $500,000,000! This would
support all charitable institutions,
and feed and clothe all the poor.
The cost of one cigar per day, at 5
cents, would, at 7 per cent.,, com-
pound interest, amount in ten years
to $252.16 ; in twenty years to $748 -
15; in thlrty years to $1,034 ! !

TOBBACO INJURES THE BRAIN.

There are about 70,000 lunatics in
America ; more than 15,000 of these
were made insane by the use of
tobacco !

TOBACCO DEPRAVES THE APPETITE.

The use of tobacco frequently ex-
cites a desire for stimulants, and cor-
respondingly decreases a rellsh for
healthy food.

It injures and sometimes destroys
sight.

It fearfully impairs the memory.
- It injures the hearing, frequently
causing deafness.

TOBACCO OFTEN INJURES THE VOICE.

Much of the hoarseness and sore-

- throat of public speakers is caused

by tobacco.
It impairs digestion, causmg Dys-

pepsia, etc.

It kills thousands annually by
apoplexy, heart diseases and con-
sumption.

TOBACCO SEARS AND DEADENS THE
CONSCIENCE.

Men and boys. who mdulge in
this one selfish practice are often
easxly led into. Other ViCes.. . & /iy vad
TOBACCO WEAKENS ALL THE MORAL

SENSIBILITIES.

As evidence of this, see’ prison
statistics. With smrcely an exception,
Jforgers, defaulters, and swindlers use
tobacco, while g7 per cent. of all male
convicts first lose their freedom by
the bondage of tobacco.

Tobacco is the twin sister of.alco-
holic drinks, and by the insatiable
thirst which it creates, leads thou-
sands to drunkenness.

A British physician states that he
examined the health of 30 boys,
between the ages of ¢ and 15, who
were smokers. In 21 of these cases
he found wvarious disorders of a se-
rious nature, and a more or less mark-
ed taste for strong drink—a taste
which he found had been generated
by tobacco.

In the State prison in Auburn,
N. V., were 6oo prisoners, confined
there for crimes committed when
they were under the influence of
strong drink ; 500 of them testified
that they began intemperance by the
use of tobacco !

The statistics of a whole county
of Good Templars showed that the
smokers were tully seven times more
liable to.break their obligation than
the non-smokers. Hundreds of the
best physicians and temperance
workers, both in [Europe .and
America, unite in testifying to the
truth of these statements.

Tobacco defiles the breath and
clothes ; harms the gums and teeth
— producing cancers of the lower
lip and tongue ;. is the cause of 8o
diseases, including delirium tremens,
palsy and other frightful evils ; kills
20,000 in our land every year. It

ris the cause-of many fires and ac-

cidents ;is fearfully enslaving; en-
feebles the consumer’s offspring ;
renders its victims more liable to
disease ; is forbidden by conscience,
common sense, and the Bible.

i ket us cleanse ourselves from all
Vilthiness of the flesh and spirit, per-

“fecting holiness in the fear of God.—
2 COr7 L :
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BEING TRIED.

BY REV. A.V. LEONARDSON.

How often we hear this expres-
sion among the people of God. “I
am tried.” as though there was
something wrong in being tested;
for I suppose this is what they
mean. I read “That the trial of
your faith being much more precious

" than of gold that perisheth, though
it be tried with fire, might be found
unto praise and honor and glory at
the appearing. of Jesus Christ.”
I Pet. i: 7. It does not injure gold
to put it in the fire. It will lose
none of its weight, color or value;
only the dross will be consumed.
It is very important that we have
the “Faith of God.” AAd it isalso

 of spiritual advantage to us to have
our faith tested. All grace received
is tested ; blessing, trial and victery
is the order of growth in -the King-
dom of God. Many obtain grace,
are tested, but the.victory is not

" there. This is God’s process by

which we grow rich in Him, accomp-
lish his will, and have greatcr treas-

" ure in heaven. i

But very few comparatively bave
learned this lesson, and those who
have are a trial 1o those who.lave not.

They naturally conclude that they

who triumph in God always, and
wear a smile, and have ‘no word of
complaint or discouragement to of-
fer, that they are not tested as oth-
ers, and that holiness possibly might

be attained and enjoyed in such a

sense that we would not be tested.

This would bethe most terrible

state of “Spiritual death.” God's
people need to learn the lesson of
retaining the grace received ; re-
taining their victory, and pushing
on from triumph to. trial, from trial

to triumph ; from the valleys to the-

_ nills ; from the hills to the vallies:
for Canaanis a hilly country. If
this Scriptural line were followed ;

what a wonderful impetus would be
given to the work of soul saving all
through our land. s

—The truth never dies. Stars may
grow dim in the heavens, the sun
may pale in his glory, but truth lives
on unchanged. So also integrity,
goodness and love, are imperishable.
They are free, even in chains.
Though their votaries have been
burned at the stake, yet from their
ashes other witnesses have risen to
uphold their testimony. No storm
can wreck, no sea can drown, no
abyss can swallow up the immortal
elements of truth and righteousness.
They who adhere to these principles
need have no fear of death, for they
shall triumph over the last enemy, '
when death shall be. swaliowed up
in victory.

—_——e————

—*“ Young man, that is thé gate-
way to hell,” said an earnest Chris-
tian woman to a young man loitering
on a tavern step. He started, turned,
and went out—began to reflect, to.
pray to be a Christian. The saloon
door is the gate of perdition. For
your life, for your soul, don't go in!
It is the top of that incline plane
which is smooth as glass, slippery as
ice, and ends in the blackness of
darkness. In there are' bad com-
pany. vulgar talk, the idle games,
the drink of fire, the beginning of
the horrible, treacherous, deadly ap-
petite, which will bind your soul with
fetters of brass and hooks of steel.
—Tongue of fire. ’

—_——— e —

—Nothing does so establish the
mind amid the railings and turbu-
lence of present things, as both a
lIook above them and a look beyond
them—above them to the steady

‘good hand by which they are ruled;

beyond theni to the sweet and beau-

‘tiful end to which by that hand they

will be brought.— Jeremy Zaylor.
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NEW-YEAR THOUGHTS.

BY R. GILBERT.

The time occupied by the Earth
in passing the length of its orbit
around the sun constitutes our civ-
il year. ‘Before the Christian era,
Julius Cezsar — a pagan Roman
emperor — decreed that the year
should have 365 days, three years
successively, and the fourth should
have 366 days. Since that time,
astrondmical calculations have de-
termined, that the eirth completes
a revolution in a little less time than
365 days, and six hours. The ad-

* justment of ‘the year to the more

accurate estimate is called new
style. :

1. There is really no special rea-
son why one day, more than an- ther,
should be considered the commence-
ment of the year. Hence, the first
day of January is reckoned the first

day, merely by conventional usage;-

as it is important that all Christen-
dom, and all commercial nations,
should have uniformity of dates.

2. Astronomers tell us that the
earth accurately keeps its place in
its annual orbit around the sun, be-
cause two opposing forces keep it it
place. They say centripetal force
draws the earth continually towards
the sun, while centrifugal force
impels it from the sun. The names,
“ centripetal and -centrifugal,” are
convenient in speaking of the mo-
tion of the earth; but the ultimate
fact.is, the earth moves around the
sun simply because the infinite Cre-
ator and wise Controller of the
whole universe, moves it thus. The
laws of nature are not agents or for-
ces — only the modes in which the
Almighty controls the universe of
material things.

» 3. Had I power fo make .myself
invisible ; and if I should take an

- apple, and carry it around a lamp;
- those who could see the apple, but

could not see me, might sagely con-
clude that “centripetal and centrif-
ugal”’ forces carried the apples
around the room, in ar orbit incir-
cling the lamp. Just now, infidel
philosophers.are working, like bea-
vers, to shut out God from his own
universe of mind and of matter;
and thus make the system of things
a self-originated, and self supporting
machine. . They gravely tell us that
matter is eternal — unoriginated —°
and that “ force ” is the propelling
agent that conserves, and runs the
universe of mind and of matter.
But this atheistic philosophy (?) en-
counters two fatal difficulties—first,
science shows that matter is not
eternal or unoriginated, but a manu-
factured thing—second, “force’ is
not self-acting, but merely the
power of an intelligent actor—an
actor which is God.

4. The annual return of New
Year should be a time of calm,
thoughtful = recollection. ~Whence
came I—what am I, and where am
I going? are questions of infinite
momentinquiries that concern every
rational intelligence. If the two
great volumes—Nature and Reve-
lation afford any light in regard to
our origin, obligations and destiny,
we should be teachable, and solici-
tious to know our spiritunal latitude.

5. Our five material senses are
continually in contact with the
physical world. This continuity of
material things has a continual ten-
dency to absorb our attention, and
to occupy our time; so that as Dr.
Young expresses it, there is perpet-
ual danger that .we shall “push
eternity out of sight.”  Material
things, like an opaque screen—are
perpetually rising up to eclipse the
spiritual world. As clouds and
dense fogs shut out the sun, so
worldly things intervene to obscure
our heavenly vision.

6. No small part of our probation
consists in a prayerful and a studied
effort to disentangle ourselves from
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unnecessary contemplation of sur-
rounding things, that necessarily
environ us. ~ Without vigilant cau-
tion, even our daily and necessary
business may absorb too much
thought. Hence, the Great Teacher
said, “Take. [comparatwely] no
thought for the morrow.” “Labor
not [so much] for the meat [food]
that perisheth, but for the meat,
[spiritual food] that endureth to
everlasting life.” .

7. A prominent theme for consid-
eration at the close of the year, is
the contemplation of the past. It
-is fitting that we review the past
year—indeed all the past —as far as
memory can trace backward. Let
recollection daguerreotype the past
life, and picture on the canvas of
memory the deeds and thoughts
now forever gone. Let life with its
weal and woe—its joys and sorrows
—its successes and blunders pass
like a great panorama before our
mental and moral vision. True, we
cannot alter the past.
effaceably daguerrotyped for the
“eternal judgment.” But we can,
and must look at the past; in order
_that we may learn to avoid the sins
" and errors of bygone years, and
thus the better shape our lives for
the great future—great because
pregnant with results that will shape
our eternal destiny.

8. Dr. Young has truly said, that
“Man is the maker of eternal fates.”
Conscience is not a “stereotyped
lie” in the mental-moral nature. of
man. All feel—instinctively feel,
that they are the subjects of moral
accountability—under law to God.
Conscience in the light of heaven is
a wondrous mirror, reflecting the
moral images of all deeds, and all
- thoughts. Social rules and human
laws take cognisance only of overt
acts; but God’s holy law supervises
every thought as well as every
acts :

9. While the moaning winds wail

It is all in-

self the wisest, is

the requiem of the dying year, it is
most fitting that we pause, and ask,
could I not, and should I not have
done better during the past year?
HaveI fully “Walked in the light,
as He is in the light?” Shall I not,
through Divine help, make the com-
ing year the best, far the best year
of my life, should my life still be
spared ? ar have,” said Bramwell,
“hard work. to keep all going; but
when I do, I see the ground I gain.”
If Bramwell, walking quite on the
verge of heaven. had “hard work”
in the heavenly race, we shéuld not
be surprised if we too have ‘hard
work.”

ro. “All flesh is grass.”” Earth is
a vast Golgotha—a cemetery of
bleaching skulls. An army of dis-
eases continually embattle us. The
future of earth is uncertain, and
enshrouded in darkness. Happy is
he whose faith :grasps the sure
foundations of heaven. Then all is
ours, whether life or death. Let
1884 be the grand arena—the bat-
tlefield of moral victory ; on which
the reader shall win eternal life..

Doud’s Station, fowa.

—It is self-evident that deliver- -
ance from the love of sin isa
necessity for any soul that is to be
at peace in the presence of God.
Just so is it evident that when we
are delivered from the love of sin,

‘we are not delivered from the gu1lt

of it. . How many fashionable
Qhurches are - teaching these three
doctrines—the necessity of a new
birth, the necessity of the atone-
ment, the necesity of immediate
repertance >— Josepl Cook.
—_———— 3
There is this difference between
happiness and wisdom: he that
thinks himself the happiest man,
really is so; but he that thinks him-
generally the
greatest fool.—Colton »
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THE LITTLE CHAMBER.
BY HANNAH PEL&'ON.

“Let us make a little chamber, I
pray thee on the wall: and let us
set for him there a bed, and a table,
and a stool, and a candle-stick : and
it shall be, when he cometh to us,
that he shall turn in thither.”

The Bible gives us very many
wonderful incidents, in the greatest
simplicity. Why is this? It is be-
cause it has much to say of God's
children, and it illustrates the true
principles and character of a Divine
religion. We are told of those emi-
nent in godliness and in worldly
greatness, whose early lives were
passed in the most humble and sim-
- ple manner. Such is the disposition
- of man to feel exalted—such is his
_pride of heart. and such his love
" of gratifying self, that God seems

pleased that his chosen ones should
be reared, and developed in ob-
scurity.

As we study the lives of the Patri-
archs, what simplicity is evinced.
Moses is hid in the little boat, so
artless in construction. Ruth gleans
after the reapers. What simplicity
do we find in the child-hood of
Samuel—the lives of the prophets —
the birth of our Saviour, his child-
.hood—his ministrations to the peo-
ple, as he discourses to them from
the cottage, from the boat, from the
hill-top, and by the way-side.

Simplicity and humility are most
beautifully combined in the religion
of our Saviour. Those persons who
truly experience this divine life

in the soul will inevitably be imbued.

with these Christian graces. As
they lose the grace and love of God,
so will they lose their twin charac-
ters. The desire to be well thought
of by those who live “according to
this world” will be evident.

How often are these essential Chris-
tian characteristics overlooked by
those professing to be Christians!

With what contempt do they look
upon the little, plain house of wor-
ship, as they pass on to one elegant
in structure! How often is the
scornful look given to those who
have the inward graces of humility
and simplicity so developed that the
outward adorning—the appearance
and bearing, all show plainly, that
they are living a life whick is not of
this world. How strange it is, that
such do not know that this is the
inevitable result, where one becomes
a partaker of the divine life. Purity
of soul is linked with humility and
simplicity. It matters not in what
high station of life one may be
placed. They may have wealth, ed-
ucation, and all the social refine-
ments, and connections that are in-
cident to these, but when they be-
come partakers of the Divine nature
their hearts will go out to do good
to those for whom Christ has special
compassion. Wherever the Spirit
of Christ is manifested, there will
they be found, be the place of wor-
ship ever so humble. -

They will not pass by ‘“the little
chamber on the wall,” because they
fear their dignity will suffer by so
doing. Their thought will be, where
can I do good, where can I get
good; and more also, they will love
the humility and simplicity that
clothe the blood washed soul.

—r

After reading the doctrines of
Plato, Socrates, or Aristotle, we feel
that the specific difference between
their words and Christ's is the dif-
ference between an Inquiry and a
Revelation.—Dr. Josepk Parker.

The pawer to do great things
generally artises from the willingness
to do small things.

—_— ., p———
There is nothing so strong or safe

in an emergency of life as the sim-
ple truth. -
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AN APPALLING STATEMENT.

The presiding judge of one of the
Chicago courts recently said to an
Inter Ocean reporter :—You. may
ransack the pigeon holes all over
the city and county, and look over
such annual reports as are made up,
but they will not tell half the truth.
.Not only are the saloons in Chicago
responsible for the cost of the police
_ force, the fifteen justice courts, the

bridewell, but also for the criminal
courts, the county jail, a great por-
tion of Joliet (State Prison,) the
long murder trials, the coroner’s
office, the morgue, the poor house,
the reform school, the mad house.
Go anywhere you please, and you
find almost invariably that whisky is
at the root of the evil. Of all the
boys in the Reform School at Pon-
tiac, and the various reformatories
about the city, go per cent. are the
children of parents who died through
strong drink, or became criminals
through the same cause. Look at
the defalcations; fully ¢co per cent
of them come about through drink
and dissipation. Go to the divorce
courts ; fully go per cent. of .the di-
vorces come about through drink,
or drink and adultery both. - Of the
insane or demented cases disposed
of in the courts here every Thurs-
day, a moderate estimate is that
70 per cent. are -alcoholism and its
effects. I saw it estimated the other
day that there were 10,000 destitute
boys in Chicago who are not confin-
ed at all, but running at large. I
think that is a small estimate. Men
are sent to prison for drunkenness,
and what_becomes of their families ?
The county agent and the poor-
house provide for some. Itis a di-
rect expense to the community.
Generally speaking, these families
go to destruction. The boys turn
out as thieves, and the girls and
mothers generally resort to the
slums.

The sand-baggers, murder-

ers and thugs generally of to day
who- are prosecuted in the police
courts and criminal courts, are the
sons of men who fell victims to
drink. The percentage in this case
is fully 95 per cent. I have studied
this question for years, and have
passed upon criminal cases for

years, and know whereof I speak.
- —_—
- THE NEW YEAR.

With the new year, I felt a pur-
pose to mend, particularly in two
things : :

“First to read my Bible more reg-
ularly, and to get through it once
more before I should die. My
second purpose was. to bear the
evils and calamities of life with less
pain of spirit; if I suffer wrong to
leave it to God to right me: to
murmur against no dispensation of
his providence ; to bear ingratitude
and unkindness, as things totally
beyond my control, and consequent-
ly things on account of which I
should not distress myself; and
though friends and confidants should
fail, to depend more on my everlast- " -
ing Friend, who never can fail, and
who to the unkindly-treated will
cause all such things to work to-
gether for their good. As to wick-
ed men, I must suffer them ; for the
wicked will deal wickedly, that is
their nature, and from them nothing
els= can be reasonably expected.—
Adam Clarke.

——

I have never known a man who
habitually and on principle absent-
ed himself from the public worship

of God who did not sooner or later -

bring sorrow upon himself or his
family.—Dr. Bellows.

—_—— e e————

Most of the shadows that cross
our path are caused by our standing
in our own light.
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REVIVALS.

It is of little use to hold extra meet-
ings in an ordinary state of mind. Arm-
ful after armful of green wood will not
of itself warm a room in a'cold day. To
do any good it must be brought into con-
tact with enough fire to set it on fire. If
you undertake to stir others up you must
yourself be stirred. Feeling begets feel-
ing. Fire kindles fire. People are
moved by the truth, as a train of carsis
moved by wood and water. Befor
wheel goes round, there must be heat
enough to convert the water into steam.
Putting great truths into the mind is im-
portant work. But to get the man to
move, those truths must be set on fire so
they will burn him out.

A revival- under the auspicies of the
spiritually dead, may fill the church; but
it will be with the spiritually dead. The
converts made by men of policy, without
Christian principle, will be wanting in
principle. Our Lord did not complain of
the Pharisees for a lack of zeal in making
proselytes ; but he did complain of the
character of the proselytes they made.
“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For ye compass sea and
land to make one proselyte, and when he
is made, ye make him two-fold more the
child of hell than yourselves.” Mat.
xxiii: 15.

Sinners may be added to the church
by the natural excitement incident to the
bringing together. of the members of
several churches by a dramatic evan-
gelist, assisted by good singers; but if

many souls are “added to the Lord™

some one at the start must get united
tothe Lord. The revival which began
‘ofi the day of Pentecost was the model
for' Christian revivals. There was union
of heart and .union of effort. The pro-
- tracted effort was for the baptism of the

|srevive.

Holy Spirit. “These all continued with

.| one accord in prayer and supplication,

with the women.” When thé baptism
of the Spirit came upon them, a single
effort was made for the salvation of sin-
ners and, as the result, “The same day
there was added unto them about three
thousand souls.”

The great revivals under_ the labors of
Wesley were confined mostly to the
members of the established church.” An
awakening among the professed people
of God will be attended by an awakening
among sinners.

1. We should humble ourselves before
God and man, by breaking down and
confessing our faults to one another.
This will help us greatly to get rid of all
hardness and dryness and haughtiness of
spirit. It will take stumbling blocks out
of the wayand make sinners feel that
there is a reality in religion. It will open
the way for - sinners to confess their
sins. :

2. We must give ourselves-to God
especially to. promote a.revival. Our
time, our means, our ease must be joy-
ously sacrificed to promote the salvation
of souls. We must be willing to go to
meeting, to make firesif need- be, to
take others to church who else would
not go. ;

3. Above all we must prevail with
God in prayer, if we would see His work
Edwards says “There is nv way
that Christians in a private capacity can
do so much to promote the work of
;Gogi. and advance the kingdom of Christ,
as by - prayer.” Great revivalists are
great in prayer. They prevail with God,
and so prevail with men. But not in
answer to formal prayers will the work
be done. We must be deeply in earnest.
Our whole soul must go out to God in
prayer and supplication. “ZLzikewise the
Spirit also- helpeth our infirmities ; for

we know not what we skould pray for as
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we ought ; but the Spirit itself maketk

 inlercession for us with groanings
" - whick cannot be uttered.”

EVIL REPORTS.

You must be careful and not let a ha-

tred for sin degenerate into a readiness
to believe, on insufficent evidence, unfa-
vorable reports against others. Men go
with cheir wares where they expect to
find a ready market. Satan 1s the accus-
er of the brethren. If you are predispos-
ed to believe evil reports you will not
want for evil reports to believe. Some
will learn more against their neighbors in
a month than-others will in years.
. To condemn others is no proof that
we ourselves are free from sin. To be
hunting up evil-doers is one of the most
unprofitable employments in which a
Christian can be engaged. Detectives, as
a class, do not rank high in the scale of
morality. He who makes it a study to
- please God, will not be studying the
faults of men.

Do not allow your confidence in one
whom you have known for years, as an
humble Christian, to be destroyed by
floating rumors or unauthenticated re-
ports. Of Christ it was said that he is
set “for a sign which shall be spoken
against.” Lu. 2. 34. In this the disciple

is like his Lord. But you must let the

ungodly do the evil speaking. This is
nowhere in the Bible declared to be
the work of a child of God. On the
other hand he is described as one “who
taketh not up a reproach against his
neighbor.” No. matter who brings the
evil report and lays it at his door, he
lets it remain and die.

Many a work of God has been crippled,
many a society destroyed, and many a
soul lost by evil speaking. Put it away,
give it no place, neither aid it by your
tongue, nor by the encouragement of
lending it a listening ear. >

One addicted to evil speaking can be -
radically cured by getting the heart filled
with love. This will destroy all relish for
scandal. It will prevent you from being
the common sewer through which flows
the current filth of the neighborhood. If
your heart is filled with tender love, the
silent influence which emanates from
you, will not be like the deadly miasma;
but, like the pure mountain air, it will im-
part health and strength and gladness.
People will go from your presence, not
debilitated and discouraged, thinking
there are no true Christians in the world ;
but light of heart, full of courage and ﬁred
with high and noble resolves. :

CONSISTENT.-

Atheists unwittingly pay tribute to
Christianity. They practically acknowl-
edge that it teaches uprightness of charac-
ter and conduct. Even in these days,
when the churches are filled with those .
who were never coénverted, and those
who have backsidden in heart and in life,
if one of these church members goes
astray the fact is paraded in the papers
as though it militated against Christiani-
ty. There is a seeming effort to take the
reproach from the man and fasten it upon
the church of which he is an unworthy
representative. For however churches
may differ, they all agree in this ,that they
require their members to live what is
commonly called a moral life.

But let an atheist or an infidel do
wrong and but little notice is taken of it.
It is taken for granted that nothmg bet-
ter is to be expected. .

A follower of Rabert Ingersoll put up

-{ at the public house in our little town.

He concealed his principles,-gave himself
out as a phrenologist and took in quite a
little amount for examining heads. After
avowing his principles he took advantage
of the -absence of the landlady one day
and left without paying his board bill for
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-a week. It excited no attention.

Robert Ingersoll was engaged atalarge
price, to lecture at Brockport. Those
who engaged him depended largely upon
pétronage from adjacent towns to help
meet the expenSes. But Mr. Ingersoll
lectured first in those towns and left his
friends in Brockport unaided to pay a
heavy bill. But this did not injure the
cause of atheism in the least. It was
laughed about as sharp; but all con-
sidered the practice consistent with the
profession. :

> -

LIGHT—DARKNESS.

A Christian holds to_ the truth both in
“theory and practice. His mind is open
to the convicting influences of the Spirit

of God. He :welcomes the light and |

walks in it.

There are those who are not, in their
religious experience, Christians, who still
" hold to the truth in theory. They avow
their belief in it, stand by it and defend
it, even when'it condemns themselves.
This by no means insures their salvation.
Notwithstanding this, they may be lost.
They hold the truth in unrighteousness.
But it renders their salvation more prob-
able. They are much more likely to be
saved than those are who run into error,
and embrace false doctrines. The Phar-
isees held in the main to the truth.  Our
Lord indorsed their teachings but con-
demned their Jives. Many of them be-
came believers. But the Sadducees held to
false doctrines. They were materialists.
We do not read that a single one of
them ever became a follower of Jesus.

It is bad fora man to backslide in
heart andin life. But it is far more
dangerous to, in addition, depart from
the faith. It cuts off the means of one’s
repentance towards God. It multiplies the
probability that he will finally be lost.

The blindness to spiritual things of
one who is in a state of . nature 1s very

great. But it may be overcome. Many
such, groping in the dark, when they
are aware that Jesus of Nazareth is pass-
ing by, cry out, “Thou Son of David
have mercy on me.” And they receive
their sight. But when one who has
walked in the light turns from it, rejects
it, and persistently closes his eyes against
it, his blindness becomes voluntary and
wilful. “If therefore the light that is in
thee be darkness, how great is that dark-

ness!” Mat. vi: 23. It becomes super-
naturally"great. And it is gloried in and
called light. Every thing is turned
about. The bondage of corruption is

called liberty. The slaves of sin boast of
their freedom, and resolutely resist those
who would win them back to the ways
of righteousness. The company of sin-
ners is chosen'in preference to the com-
pany of saints. Those who once delight-
ed themselves in the Lord now delight
themselves in vain amusements, in the
theatre, or "in the dance. Those who
once ‘went to the Camp Meeting now
go to the circus!

Many a time we have watched the
clouds asthey made an effort to cover
the earth with snow when the wind was
in the south: - But the effort was short-
lived and abortive. Either the wind
changed or the snow turned to rain. So
men who make an effort to settle down
to a life of ungodliness while holding to
the teachings of Christ cannot go very far
without meeting with a sudden check
from their own consciences. They have
to- change, either their doctrines or their
course of life.

O!it is a fearful thing to become
spiritually blind, to stumble on in dark-
ness to eternal ruin. Walk while ye
have the light, lest darkness come upon
you - for ke that walketh in darkness
Fnoweth not whither ke goeth. While
ye have light, believe in the lLight, that
ye may be the children of light.— Fokn
X7 [ 35, 30. :
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CORRESPONDENCE.

FrROM SUMMERFILD O. Bro. B. R.
Jones writes us that several have been
saved and the church greatly quickened
—several valuable accessions to the
church. -

AT MONTESANO, Washington Ter.
Bro. T. S. LaDue has held some meet-
ings with good results. - Some six have
professed to be justified and some fifteen
as desiring pardon.

ON BEAR GROVE Dist, Iowa Conf.
Bro Dake, Chairman, writes that the
work is in a good, healthy condition.
The cause of God is on the advance and
souls are being saved. “We need
preachers—men that are consecrated and
ready. to work.” Any such wanting
work address Rev. J. W. Dake, Perry,
Dallas Co. Iowa.

FroM DakoTA Ter.— Bro. J. W.
Sharpe writes, At Parker; God gave us
one of the most refreshing seasons I have
known for years. A class of five full
members and two probationcrs was
formed. :

I believe God is most sigually ans-
wering prayer in raising up Dakota men
for Dakota work.

REV. WM. GOULD writes us that the
work is going well throughout the Con-
ference for the most part. Revival work
is in progress on many circuits.

OBITUARY.

Miss ADELLA MAY LEONARDSON,—
Daughter of Rev. A. V. and F. J. Leon-~
ardson was born at Cuyahoga Falls,
Summit Co., Ohio, May 24 1864, and
died Sept. 11th 1883, being 19 years, 3
months and 16 days old. -

May was a good girl from early child-
hood, andewas always religiously in-
clined. She was converted to God when
quite young ; perhaps between nine and
en years old; but ofttimes like other

children, while attending school, she’
would lose somewhat in her experience;
but as often the Lord would come, and
again refresh her soul. From the time
she was large enough to kneel, she would
repeat the Lord’s prayer before retiring.
May was a child of affliction, but always
bore her afflictions with patience, t/zrouglz
grace. ‘She always had a great desire to
attend school, but was obliged to aband-
on her studies on account of declining
health, which proved a source of great
trial to her. She attended the Camp-
Meeting held near Flint, last June, where
she re-dedicated herself to the Lord and
received a wonderful baptism of his love
and power. We were informed by oth-
ers that she was wonderfully used upon
this camp-ground, and made instrumental
in the salvation of souls. Here too she
saw visions of heaven, with the company
of -the redeemed, and. as she remarked,
was not permitted to relate what she
saw. Like Paul she was caught up into
Paradise. She desired to remain, but was
informed she would be obliged to return
to earth again as “her’ ‘work was not yet
done.” She remarked toa young lady
while on her way to this meeting that
she expected to die soon. She chose
the minister that she desired to officiate
at her funeral ——chose the text, -also the
hymns. :

She attended the tent meetings at
Flint, and in her testimonies always.
spoke of being ready to go and be with
the Lord; or to remain. She seemed to
wish to impress upon all, the fact that
she was ready fo die. She went with
me to the Memphis camp-meeting which
was the last time we saw her alive. We
bid her good bye in a hurry; little think-
ing it was the “last good bye.” From
here she went to the home of Rev. M.
Devoist, at Auburn, Oakland Co,, in-
tending to go from there to the North
Mich. Conference which she seemed very
anxious: to attend. She enjoyed this
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visit remarkably well. On Monday, Sept.
1oth, which was her last day on earth,
Sister Devoist rémarked, “She was very
bappy and triumphant in the Lord.”
Towards night she went to the office as
she was expecting to hear from home.
Her last prayer was very solemn and
much in earnest. She called each of our
family by name and closed by saying :
“Father, if it be thy will bring us
throughk to see the light of another day ;
if not, thy.will be done.”” She never saw
the light of zkat other day. At five
o'clock in the morning she arose in bed,
struggling in a spasm, and laying down
again as was usual with her, and they
supposed she had -fallen asleep ; but on
approaching the bed-side found she was
dead. The Angel had pushed the golden
gate ajar; and the spirit of our own loved
one had entered into rest. The morning
of September 11th brought sad news to
our hearts and home. We took the train
andibrought her remains home the next

day. She was with us only one night,

having been gone nearly eight weeks.
Her funeral was largely attended; Rev.
A. C. Marshall, her choice, preached the

funeral sermon from Mat. ix: 24. “The
maid is not dead but sleepeth.” His
remarks were very appropriate and very
affecting. Strangers with friends wept
over her remains. Four sisters with
‘brothers-in-law, grandmother and pa-
rents followed her remains to the ceme-
tery where her form quietly rests. We
can say, while we are called to weep, it is
not without hope. - While we sorrow it is
not without consolation. While we are
separated from the one we love, yet we
hope to meet again. While we are still
" of earth, she is numbered among the
“blood washed” in heaven. While the
storm of tribulation sweeps. over and a
gloom and sadness rest upon us as a
family, yet we say “Thy will Oh Lord,
not ours be done!” Written by her
father, A. V. Leonardson. A

.LOVE FEAST.

WM FORWARD.—Twelve years ago 1
gave my heart to God. He made a com-
plete changein my heart; turned me
from the ball room to the prayer room,
and from the salvon to the church; Glory
be to God for ever and ever! But I did
not understand shouting as 1 have for the
past month. God has wonderfully put the
glory in my soul. Before that, I was
afraid to say anything against noise for I
would rather die than be against God,
but I could notsee how people could
carry on so, but glory to God, I not only
see, but I feel it in my soul; and my lips
shout it out; Glory to God! N ow, dear
brothers and sisters, if you cannot your-
self shout let those shout that can and
will to the glory of God. If you are living
right for God and have no care how or
when or where God should bless you, I
believe every soul will be more or less
noisy in the worship of God. The Holy
Ghost always makes a stir among the
people of God. When the noise and stir
of the Holy Ghost gets out of a church,
souls cease to be born into the Kingdom
of God. : :

Brethren and sisters don’t try to stop
the people of God, or the Holy Ghost
from making a stir; for as soon as you
do it, you will lose your own salvation,
and perhaps destroy the work of God;
then it would be better that a soul was
never born.

Dear reader, seek God. Become as
the clay in the hands of the potter; the
clay has nothing to say. Simply let God
make what he will of us. The great
trouble is we want to be thought some-
thing of. We say with our lips, make any-
thing of me, Lord, but in our hearts we
say don’t make me conspicuous in the
eyes of the world.

God will not hear meif I regard in-

iquity in my heart. “Readers, let us be




- unto the Lord.

36

THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN.

right with God at any cost; for it pays
in time and eternity. David’s wife thought
‘it vile fora king to dance before the
:Lord. David had God -in his soul and
his wife had not. Read second Samuel
- sixth chapter 14 to 22d verses also Mark
iii : 21, 2d Corinthians v : 13, Actsii: 13.
God wants a peculiar people.
Cook Co., 1Tll.

—_—— e

I. M. HULING.—“The Lord is my light
and salvation; whom shall-I fear? The
Lord is the strength of my life ; of whom
shall I be afraid? Though-a nhost should
encamp against me my heart shall not
fear.

in this vill I be confident. One thing
have I desired of the Lord, that will I
- seek after ; that I may dwell in the house
of the Lord all the days of my life; to
behold the beauty of the Lord, and to
inquire in his temple.

For in the time of trouble he shall
hide me in his pavilion, in the secret of his
tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set
me up, upon a rock.—rhe Lordis my

- strength'and shield; “'my heart trusted
in him and I am helped; therefore my
heart greatly rejoiceth, and with my
song will I praise him.” “Therefore
will I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of
- joy; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises
The Lord is their
strength, and he is the sazzng strength
of his anointed.” Glory to God !

Topeka Kansas.

e

H. M. KELLOGG.—My tcstimony is:
- The blood of Jesus cleanseth me from all
sin. He ever liveth to make- intercession
forus. O how I realize he knows my
thorny path, but I choose it.: I would
not have it otherwise, for he foldeth me

so close to his bosom. Ido not have
many privileges of attending meetings,
but I need no man to teach me. The

Though war should rise against me, |-

| name,

Holy Ghostis my teacher. O how he
leads me by the side of still waters. The
fire burns inmy soul. Amen.

-

F. CLARK.—My Testimony is I enjoy
a free and full salvation. Praise God! I
am on the Bible line. It is a straight line
but I love it. Some say it is too narrow,
Bless God it is not too narrow, for just
as long as I keep the narrow way I keep.
Jesus. 1 bélieve we are living in the last
days, nevertheless God has a people and
always will have a people. Bless and
praise his holy name. Ontario.

—_—_——————

‘W. W. HARRIS.—]Jesus saves me just
now and sanctifies my soul” and body.
Praise his name. I enjoy.this wonderful
salvation more than ever. The Lord
gives grace for every trial. Praise his
I need so much help from God
and O how blessedly he helps me. Bless
his name! His salvation is just what
I need. Sumner Co., Kan.

—~—

J. P. CorRRAN.—I want to say to. the
readers of the EARNEST CHRISTIAN that
I have been a constant reader since its
first publication and I find it sets forth the
old time religion of fifty years ago, and
that I enjoy it in my soul and as I near

“the shore the way brightens up. Praise

the Lord forever. South Elgzn 1.

e
CATHARINE PLETCHER.—My : testi-
mony this ‘morning is that I am'in the
King’s Highway. The blood of Jesus
cleanseth me now. Praise his name_
forever. ’ i

J. P. BROWN.—God saves me. My
feet are pressing upon the rock. My face
is as a flint Zion-ward. By God’s grace
the battle here is for life. ~ Delta Col.




