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T H E TONGUE. 

BY REV. B. T. ROBERTS. 

The tongue is one of the chief 
organs of speecfa. Without it tfaere 
could be no songs in tfae sanctuary, 
no preaching, ho oratory, and but 
veiry hmited communications from 
one to another. Through its instru­
mentality many of the most impor­
tant concerns of life are transacted. 

But anything that is of great use 
to man is also capable of great abuse. 
Great human calamities are occa­
sioned by that which is use/ul when 
restrained within its proper bounds, 
passing beyond control. We could 
not live without water; but floods 
sweep away our dwellings, carry 
off our property, and leave in their 
track poverty in the place of plenty. 
We owe much of our comfort to 
fire ; but when once it has the reins 
in its own hands, it runs with ruth­
less speed, and reduces to ruin what-

. ever it is capable of feeding upon. 

So the tongue may, by perverted 
use, become an instrument of great 
wil. I t may provoke quarrels, and 

• Set kingdoms in a blaze. It may 
bring on devastating wars, with their 
untold miseries. It may be the 
means of uttering vile slanders, atro-
rioQs falsehoods, and horrible blas­

phemies. So the Scriptures, in 
describing the wicked, often speak 
of them as those who make a bad 
use of their tongues. By it tfae 
wickedness of the heart finds appro­
priate expression. " Thy tongue 
deviseth mischief, like a sharp razor, 
working deceitfully.- Thou lovest 
evil more than good; and lying 
rather than to speak righteousness. 
Thou lovest all devouring words, O 
thou deceitful tongue."—Ps. Iii, 2-
4. But unto tfae wicked, God saith, 
"Wha t hast thou to do to declare 
my statutes, or that tfaou shouldest 
take my covenant in tfay mouth ?— 
Thou givest tfay mouth to evil, and 
thy tongue frameth deceit. Thou 
sittest and speakest against thy 
brother; thou slanderest thine own 
motfaer's son."—Ps. 1, 16, 19, 20. 

Our Saviour says, that the only 
sin for whiefa rnen can never find 
forgiveness is one tfaat is committed 
by the use of the tongue. While the 
sin remains in the heart it may be par­
doned ; but once uttered it can 
never be recalled. "Wherefore I 
say unto you, All manner of sin 
and blasphemy sball be forgiven 
unto men ; but the blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost shall not bc 
forgiven unto men. And whosover 
speaketh a word against the Son of 
Man, it shall be forgiven h im; but 
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whosover speaketh against the Holy 
Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, 
neither in this world, neither in tfae 
world to come."—Matt, xii, 31 , 3a. 

On the other hand, the righteous 
use their tongues to bless, and not to 
curse; to do good, and not to do evil; 
to save, and not to destroy. Promi­
nent among the bad practices avoid­
ed by those who shall gain Heaven 
is a bad use of tfae tongue. " Lord, 
wfao sfaall abide in thy tabernacle? 
who shall dwell in thy holy hill?" 
" H e that backbiteth not with his 
tong^Ci nor doeth evil to his neighbor, 
aor taketh up a reproach against his 
neighbor." — Ps. xv, i , 3. Again: 
"Whoso offereth praise, glorifieth 
me; and to him that ordereth his 
conversation aright will I show the 
salvation of God."—Ps. 1, 23. Here 
the greatest stress is laid upon tfae 
right and proper use of the tongue. 
It is sometimes said that words 
amount to notfaing, but this is a great 
mistake. Words are an index to 
cfaaracter. Our Saviour says, "By 
thy words thou shalt be justified, 
and by tfay words tfaou shalt be con­
demned."—Matt, xii, 37. God hears 
our words. They record themselves 
in imperishable characters in His 
book of remembrance. If tfaey are 
idle and vain, or impure, or deceit­
ful, they will appear in eternity as 
our tormentors. Peter, speaking of 
the false teacfaers that spring up in 
the last days and secure many fol­
lowers, says, "And through cove­
tousness shall they with feigned 
words make merchandise of you."— 
2 Pet. ii, 3. They use words which 
they think will please, without regard 
to their truth. They suppress those 
declarations of fee Bible which they 

think will give offence. They matp 
much of the promises, without insist­
ing on the conditions. Those who 
know notfaing of tfae Bible, only what 
tfaey gatfaer frora these false teach­
ers, would not get an idea that il 
abounds in warnings and threaten­
ings. They sell tfae souls of tfae peo­
ple for large salaries. They accom­
modate themselves to tfae views of 
the denominations that pay tfaem 
best. 

So important is the use we make 
of our tongues, tfaat James considers 
it an infallible index to the state of 
the heart. " If any man offend not 
in word, the same is a perfect man 
able also to bridle the whole body,'' 
—Jas. iii, 2. One may be tempted 
But if the temptation is resisted at 
the outset and no wrong word utter­
ed, the victory will be complete. 

One may be gifted in prayer, and 
eloquent in exhortation, but if he 
do not govern his tongue, fae is un­
der a fatal delusion if he thinks he 
enjoys the saving grace of God. "If 
any man among you seem to be re­
Ugious, and bridleth not his tongue, 
but deceiveth his own heart, this 
man's religion is vain."—Jas. i, 26. • 

1. If you see tfae importance of 
governing your tongue, set about it 
with a firm determination to accom­
plish it. Do not be content with 
doing as others do. Better take the 
reproacfa of being singular, tfaan mh 
the risk of hell-fire, by joining with 
the multitude in worldly and vain 
conversation. 

2. Never speak hastily. Take 
time to think. Weigh your words. 
An arbitrary king, in ancient times, 
had a wise counsellor. The old maft 
over eighty years of age, asked ^ 
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obtained leave of the king to retire 
from public business to his own fam­
ily. The king asked for some part­
ing advice. "Wfaenever you are 
angry," said the wise man, "never 
speak until you faave first repeated 
the alphabet." " I cannot spare you 
yet," said tfae king, as he embraced 
him. The divine rule is, " Let every 
man be swift to hear, slow to speak, 
slow to wrath." Many get into 
trouble because they reverse this 
rule. 

3. Do not speak evil of any one. 
Never take up a reproacfa against 
your neighbor. If any one brings it 
to your house and lays it down, let it 
lie there until it dies, rather tfaan 
take it any farther. Tbere is a great 
deal said against people, especially 
against God's children, that is false 
—and what has a foundation in 
truth is generally greatly exagger­
ated. Your time can be better em­
ployed than in sifting out what truth 
there may be in current reports 
against others ; tfaerefore, let tfaem 
alone lest you be found bearing false-
witness against your neigfabor, 

4. Do not engage in trifling con­
versation. Be serious. Let candor 
and simplicity cfaaracterize all tfaat 
you say. Never forget that you are 
in God's presence. Many grieve the 

T H E LORD HIMSELF. 

Spirit b.v tryin.g to say smart things 
» • » 

• —Daniel Webster uttered these 
immortal words:.!'• If we work upon 
marble, it will perish; if we work 
upon brass, time will efface i t ; if we 
rear temples, they wil! crumble into 
dust; but if we work^upon immortal 
ininds; imbufe them with right prin­
ciples, with the just fear of God and 
iove of our fellow-men, we engrave 
on those tablets sometfaing wfaich 
vill brighten to all eternity." 

Some systems of human- philoso­
phy exist irrespective of the char­
acter or existence of their founders. 
Bad men may teach good doctrine, 
heatfaen pfailospfaers may say things 
which are well worthy of regard ; 
and these tfaings tfaus taugfat or 
spoken, stand upon their own merits, 
independent of tfae characters of 
tfaeir authors. Hence when people 
can dig out some choice sentence 
from the dunghill of heathen fables, 
they parade it abroad, as proving 
its author tfae eqral of Cfarist, who 
may faave said things in some res­
pects similar. 

But the Gospel of Christ is no 
mere system of ethics, existing inde­
pendently, and on its own merits. 
It has etfaical merits unapproacfaed 
by otfaer systems, but its existence 
does not depend upon tfaem. Its 
existence depends upon Person, and 
it depends upon Him, as no earthly 
system depends upon its founder. 
His truth is so wrapped up and in­
terwoven with his personality, that 
they stand and fall together. 

Our Saviour does not come to us 
with beautiful theories, but he comes 
to us with mighty facts. He does 
not come simply as a great teacher, 
but he comes as an almighty Sa­
viour. He does not so much occupy 
his time witfa telling us wfaat we 
sfaould do for ourselves or for him, 
as fae does witfa telling us wfaat he 
has done and proposes to do for us, 
Heatfaen pfailosophers faave been gen­
erous of tfaeir advice and counsel, 
but sparing of tfaeir faelp. Tfaey 
tell us wfaat we must do for our­
selves, but if we ask wfaat they pro­
pose to do for us, we get no response. 
But throughout the teachings of 
Christ there runs this sublime con­
sciousness of gracious power, this 
divine egotism, which, though join­
ed with the utmost humility, yet is 
entirely unparalleled in all the expe­
rience of man. 

We have read beautiful things in 

I 
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Plato and Socrates, but we faave 
never faeard either of them say, 
" Come unto me all ye" that labor 
and are heavy-laden, and I will give 
you rest." We have heard various 
fine - spun theories concerning life 
and immortality, but among them 
all there has been but one voice 
wfaicfa faas said, " I am the resurrec­
tion and the life ; he that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live." There is no other 
teacher, no other leader, who has 
dared to say, " I am the light of the 
world ; fae that followeth me shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall have 
the light of life ;" " I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life, no man 
cometh unto the Father but by me;" 
" I am the true vine ;" " I airi the 
good shepherd." " I am come that 
ye might have life,, and faave it more 
abundantly ;" " I f I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again 
and receive you unto myself, tfaat 
where I am, there ye may be also." 

Such statements, assertions, and 
promises as tfaese, emanate from 
only a single source. No other man, 
however wise, pious, presumptuous, 
or conceited, has ever dared or 
cared to say such words as these. 
Tfaey are tfae utterances of one of 
whom it is said, " It pleased tfae 
Father that in him should all full­
ness dwell." And the preaching of 
the gospel is not tfae preacfaing of 
theories, opinions, guesses or dreams, 
but it is tfae preaching of Jesus 
Christ and him crucified; Cfarist, 
forsaking tfae glory wfaich he had 
before the world was; Christ, coming 
into tfais world to save the lost, and 
to do tfae Father's will ; Christ who 
was rich, yet for our sakes became 
poor ; Cfarist, wfao was born in Betfa­
lefaem, brougfat up at Naxareth, 
baptized in Jordan, crucified on Cal­
vary, buried in Josepfa's tomb, raised 
the third day, and wfao ascended to 
heaven and sittetfa on the right hand 
of God, ever living to make inter­
cession for us. This is the one 
great centre of the Christian system 

—not an idea, not a doctrine, not a 
fact, but a Uving, immortal, personal 
Christ, wfao sits enthroned in heaven, 
and who there waits the accomplish­
ment of the divine purposes, the sub­
jection of all tfaings to himself. 

Our faith must keep pace with 
Him, and with the march of God's 
mighty providence. We are not to 
linger at Bethlehem's manger, nor at 
Calvary's cro^s, nor at Joseph's 
tomb ; our Christ is not there ; He 
is risen. Our faearts are going up in 
adoration to him, as fae sits enthron­
ed to-day;, and our thoughts are to 
go forward to that hour when " the 
Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with tfae voice 
of the archangel, and with the trump 
of God, and the dead in Cfarist shall 
rise first; tfaen we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up to­
gether with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air."—2 Thess. 
iv, 16, 17. 

Around the person of our Lord, in 
that day of fais coming, " and our 
gatfaering togetfaer unto him," shall 
congregate "tfae general assembly 
and cfaurch of the first-born, .whose 
names are written in faeaven." He 
wfao has been tfae autfaor of our faith 
sfaall tfaen be its finisfaer. He who 
faas planted in our faearts tfae life and 
ligfat and joy of God sfaall reveal 
himself as the sun and center of 
God's great plan and system, " and 
unto them that look for faim fae shall 
appear tfae second time, witfaout sin, 
unto salvation." 

Let us not preach a Christless gos­
pel. Let tfae theme of our testimony 
and our song be " Jesus and tfae res­
urrection ;" and let us, as we love» 
faim, proclaim fais grace and lead 
otfaer sinners to draw nigfa to hiro, 
and " Befaold the Lamb of God that 
taketh away tfae sin of tfae World." 
— The Armory. 

r ^ ^ 1— 
—People wfao do mean acts throw 

poison into their own wells. 
—It is a good thing to leam caution 

bv the misfortunes of others. ' 
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T H E CROSS, 

I think well and honorably of tfais 
cross of Cfarist. I wonder that fae 
will take any glory from the like of 
me. I find wfaen he but sendeth his 
hearty commendations to me, and 
but bloweth a kiss afar off, I am 
confounded with wondering what 
thejsupper of the Lamb will be, up 
in our dining-place of glory, since 
thej few hours in this dismal wilder­
ness, and wfaen in prisons, and in our 
sad days, a kiss of Cfarist is so 
comfortable. Oh, how sweet and 
glorious shall our case be, when that 
fairest among the sons of men will 
lay his fair face to our sinful faces, 
and wipe away all tears from our 
eyes! O time, time, run swiftly 
and hasten this day ! O sweet Lord 
Jesus, come flying like a roe or a 
young hart ! Alas ! tfaat we, blind 
fools, are fallen in love witfa moon­
shine and sfaadows. How sweet is 
that wind that bloweth out of the 
eartfa wfaere Cfarist is ! Every day 
we may see some new tfaing in Cfarist: 
his love hatfa neither brim nor bot­
tom. O, if I bad faelp to praise 
him ! He knowetfa tfaat if my suffer­
ings glorify fais name, and encourage 
others to stand fast for tfae faonor of 
our supreme Lawgiver, Cfarist, my 
wages tfaen are paid to tfae full. 
Sir, faelp me to a love tfaat never 
yet enougfa praised the Lord. I 
find now that the faith of tfae saints 
nnder suffering for Cfarist, is fair 
before the wind, and with full sails 
carried upon Christ ; and I hope 
to lose notfaing in tfais furnace but 
dross; for Christ can triumph in a 

'weaker man tfaan I am, if tfaere be 
any sucfa ; and wfaen all is done, fais 
love painetfa me, and leavetfa me 
Under sucfa debt to Christ, as I can 
neitfaer pay principal nor interest. 
Oh, if he would comprise myself, 
and if I were sold to faim as a bond-
tnan, and tfaat fae would take me 
home to fais faouse and fireside ; for 
I have nothing to render to him ! 
Then, after me, let no man think 

hard of Christ's sweet cross ; for I 
would not exchange my sighs with 
the painted laugfater of all my ad­
versaries. I desire grace and pa­
tience to wait on, and to lie upon 
tfae brink, till the water fill and flow. 
I know tfaat fae is fast coming.— 
Rutherford. 

F A I T H . 

BY J. L Y N E S S . 

A revelation of tfae truth and will 
of God, in some way, must be a con­
dition of faith. Faitfa is incon­
sistent with total ignorance. Tfaere 
can be faith no furtfaer than there is 
light. Faith is a condition o'f salva­
tion. To believe is something which 
we are commanded to do, upon pain 
of eternal death. 

The Bible distinguishes between 
intellectual and saving faitfa. Tfaere 
is a faitfa of devils, and tfaere is a 
faith of saints. " Even so faith, i£ 
it hath not works, is dead, being 
alone. There are many passages in 
the Bible wfaicfa distinguisfa between 
intellectual and saving faith. One 
produces good works, or a faoly life, 
tfae otfaer is unproductive. This 
shows tfaat one is a phenomenon of 
the intellect merely, and does not of 
course control the conduct. The 
other must" be a phenomenon of 
tfae will, because it manifests itself 
in outward life. Faith is not a gift, 
because we are commanded to exer­
cise it, and are guilty and respon­
sible for not possessing it. Faith 
is not a feeling of any kind—tfaat is, 
it does not belong to, and is not a 
pfaenomenon of tfae sensibility. 

Faitfa, regarded as a virtue, cannot 
consist in any involuntary state of 
the mind whatever. It is repre­
sented in the Bible, as an active 
and most efficient state of mind.— 
It works, and "works by love," and 
produces tfae obedience of faith. 

Since the Bible uniformly repre­
sents saving or evangelical faith as 
a virtue, we know tfaat it must be 
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a phenomenon of tfae will. I t is an 
efficient state of tfae mind, and there­
fore it must consist in the embracing 
of tfae trutfa by tfae faeart or will. 

I t is the will's closing in witfa tfae 
truths of the Gospel- I t is the soul's 
act of yielding itself or committing 
itself to tfae trutfas of tfae word of 
God. It is trusting in Christ, a 
committing of tfae soul and tfae wfaole 
being to him, in his various offices 
and relations to men. I t is a confiding 
in faim, and in what is revealed of him, 
in his word and providence and by his 
Spirit. Faitfa is a confiding in God, 
and in Cfarist. It is a receiving of 
Cfarist for just wfaat he is repre­
sented to be in fais Gospel, and an 
unqualified surrender of tfae will, 
and of tfae wfaole being to him. No 
one can believe that wfaicfa he has 
not heard, or that wfaicfa he does tiot 
understand. 

I must first understand what a 
proposition, a fact, a doctrine or a 
thing is, before I can say wfaether I 
believe it or not. We certainly can 
not believe, trust or confide in what 
we do not understand. 

Evangelical faith implies the ap­
propriation of tfae trutfas of tfae Gospel 
to ourselves. It implies an acceptance 
of Cfarist as our wisdom, righteous­
ness, sanctification and redemption. 
The soul tfaat truly believes on 
Cfarist as the Saviour of tfae world, 
as offered to all, tfaerefore embraces 
and receives him for itself. Cfarist 
is represented in tfae Gospel, not only 
as the Saviour of tfae world, but also 
the Saviour of each individual. 

He is embraced by the world no 
further than he is embraced by in­
dividuals. He died for the world, 
because fae died for tfae individuals 
that compose the race. Evangelical 
faith implies an evangelical life. 

This would not be frue, if faith 
were merely an intellectual state or 
exercise. But since, as we have 
seen, faith is of tfae heart, since it 
consists in tfae committal of tfae 
vrill to Cfarist, it follows by a law of I 
Necessity, that the life will corre­

spond witfa tfae faith. Evangelica' 
faith implies repentance toward God. 
I t is an embracing of Christ and his 
salvation-

Tfae will cannot be submitted to 
Cfarist, it cannot receive faim as he is 
represented in tfae Gospel, wfaile it 
neglects repentance toward God; 
wfaile it rejects tfae authority of the 
Fatfaer, it cannot submit to the Son. 

Faith implies peace of mind. In 
Christ tfae soul finds its full and 
present salvation. I t finds justifica­
tion, which produces a sense of 
pardon and acceptance. It finds all 
its wants met, and all needful grace 
proffered for its assistance. I t sees 
no cause for disturbance, nothing to 
ask or desire that is not treasured 
up in Christ. It has found its rest­
ing-place in Cfarist, and rests in pro-, 
found peace under the shadow of 
tfae Almigfaty. 

Let us notice a few of the natural 
consequences of faitfa, A faoly or 
obedient life results from faith by a 
natural or necessary law. Faitfa will 
develop every form of virtue iu the 
faeart and life, as their occasion 
shall arise. Faith receives, not only 
tfae atonement and mediatorial work 
of Cfarist, as a Redeemer, from pun­
ishment, but it also receives Christ 
as a king, to set up fais tfarone and 
reigpn in tfae faeart. 

Faith secures to the sbul commu­
nion with God. How great must be 
tfae guilt of unbelief, wfaich refuses 
to accept and obey the trutfa of God, 
but sets itself up in rebellion against 
the ligfat of tfae Gospel, and virtually 
accuses God of falsefaood. Unbelief 
is one of tfae most provoking abom­
inations to God there is in the uni­
verse. It is tfae perfection of all 
that is unreasonable, unjust, and 
ruinous. I t is infinitely slanderous 
and dishonorable to God, and de­
structive to man, and to all tfae in­
terests of tfae kingdom of God. 

—Tfae gospel is love and mercy 
from God to man, but it is also right 
and justice from man to man. 


