
TEDb 

-AJcsTD o-onjD-mnsr D O T T L E . 

VOL. XLI. MARCH, 1881. No. 3 

DEPRAVITY. 

BY EEV. B. T. KOBBBTS. 

"Pot thoogh thou wash thee with nitre, aud 
take thee much soap, yet thine Iniquity is -marked 
hefore me, saith the tord God."—Jer. fl, 28. 

I. There is some connection he-
tween the purity of the body and 
religion. The Mohammedan always 
hefore praying, performs his ablu­
tions, and if he is in the desert, 
where no water can be had for this 
purpose, he rubs his hands and face 
with sand. Among the Israelites, 
by the laws of Moses, great atten­
tion was paid to outward purity. 
He that had contracted any impur-

' ity, must first wash his clothes be­
fore he could become clean. Even 
under the Christian dispensation, 
the Apostle Paul, by no means a 
stickler for ceremonies, exhorts us 
to draw near to Grod, " -with a true 
heart ia full assurance of faith, hav­
ing our hearts sprinkled from an 
evil conscience, and our bodies wash­
ed -with pure water." 

Christianity affects the whole 
man. I t promotes health, by pro­
moting cleanliness, temperance and 
peace of mind. Te t these may ex­
ist •without true religion. Sin has 
not its seat in the clothes. No one 
•will go to perdition for wearing a 

threadbare coat. The iniquity of 
man lies below the surface. N o out­
ward purifications can make the soul 
clean. This is the doctrine of the 
text. Though thou cleanse the 
body in the most perfect manner, 
yet thine iniquity is marked. I t is 
too deeply seated for any extemal 
applications to remove it. Onr text 
plainly teaches this doctrine : 

-ZVb ma7i can merely by his otcn 
efforts obtain freedom f rom his sins. 

1. He can cultivate his mind. 
Education is not relig'ion, nor does 
i t necessarily imply even common 
morality. The last man who suffer­
ed in England, the penalty of death 
for forgery, was a learned Doctor of 
Divinity. The Bible is needed in our 
common schools. 

2. He can refine his manners. 
Refinement may render a person 
agreeable,but cannot make him good. 
French politeness may be found in 
connection •with great wickedness. 

3. Sin has its seat in the heart. 
IJniversalists maintain that sin 

proceeds from the body. Anstin 
says : " Sin does not and cannot 
originate in or proceed from the 
mind, spirit or souL I t proceeds 
from the animal or bodily portion 
of our nature as existing in this 
life." 
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Ballou on the Atonement, says : 
" The ground we shall take is, that 
natural evil owes its origin tb the 
original constitution of our animal 
nature and that moral e^ril or sin 
owes its origin to natural evil." 
"From our natural constitution,com-
posed of bodily elements, we are led 
to act in obedience to carnal appe­
tites." If the seat of sin be in the 
body, as these;-Uliiversalist authors 
say, then all a man can do to remove 
it, is to wash his body, and use much 
soap and other purifying agencies. 
Then the savages that roam the for­
est, being most free from bodily ail­
ments, ought of all men to be most 
virtuous and holy. 

How differently the Sariour talk­
ed, "For out of the heart proceed 
ê vU thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, false witness, 
blasphemies. These are the things 
which defile a man."—Mat.rv, 19, 20. 
So also the Apostle Paul says, "Be­
cause the camal mind is enmity 
against God ; for i t is not subject to 
the law of God, neither indeed can 
be. So then they that are in the 
flesh cannot please God,"—Rom. 
vi i i 7. 

4. This heart disease is common to 
the race. Every one is affected. 

"The Lord looked do^wn from 
heaven upon the children of men, to 
see if there were any that did un­
derstand, and seek God. They are 
all gone aside, they are all together 
become filthy ; there is none t-hat 
doeth good, no not one."—Ps. xiv. 2. 
"If we say that we have not sinned, 
we make him a liar, and his word is 
not in us."—1 Jno. i, 10. 

5. In point of fact we find this 

wickedness confined to no particular 
age or country. I t is as old as tbe ' 
fall, and as widespread as the family 
of man. I t prevailed among the old 
Eomans and Chinese. I t is found 
among the Pijians, the inhabitants 
of New York and New Zealand. 

6. I t does not depend on circum­
stances. Its degree will be affected 
by association. Its outward mani­
festation is dependent upon circum­
stances. The same maternal vanity 
that leads the Malay mother to 
stuff her daughter that she may he 
plump and good looking, and the 
Chinese mother to bandage the feet 
of her infant that she may be 
in fashion, leads the American 
mother to adopt the stiU more objec­
tionable fashion of tight-lacing. The 
Hindoo belle hangs her ornaments 
around, her ankle; the Christian 
candidate for admiratioii, suspends 
her jewels from her mntUated ears.-
The heathen Chinese smokes opium ; 
his civilized brother smokes cigars 
and chews tobacco. The South Sea 
sharper steals from sailors and 
foreigners. The- civilized sharper, 
makes debts for his friends to pay, 
forges notes and bonds, or issues 
fictitious or watered stock. The same 
ambition that prompted an Alexan 
der or a Caesar, or a Bonaparte, to 
attempt the conquest of the •world, 
spurs the half-\ritted sinner to out­
strip his ungodly companions in 
vulgar, blasphemy, ribaldry and sin. 

7. This corruption of the heart is 
deep. I t is not merely a slight bias 
towards the wrong. .This is seen by 
the readiness •with which persons of 
good character plunge into sin when 
some strong temptation presents it-
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self. Schuler, the noted forger, en­
joyed the entire confidence of his 
associates, and succeeded in defraud­
ing them of more than a half million 
of dollars. Sadlier, the English 
operator, defrauded the banks and 
railroad corporations of Great Bri­
tain of nearly a million and a half of 
dollars. In the Tombs at New 
York, at one time, there were four 
men who, a short time previous,were 
fa^wned upon in the highest walks of 
the most exclusive circles. These 
were Charpentier and Grelet, Hunt­
ington and Wight. The two first 
were, the first cashier and the sec­
ond teller, of the Northern railway 
company of Prance. They lived in 
a manner that would not have sham­
ed a prince—furnished palatial resi­
dences, kept fast horses and mis-
tresses,and gave champagne suppers. 
But the bubble of their reputation 
burst suddenly. They were suspect­
ed one day of selling the shares of 
the company, which had been en­
trusted to them, and were summon­
ed to give an account to the Board 
of Directors. This they failed to do, 
but fled to this country. Upon in­
vestigation, the Directors leamed 
that they had been defrauded of a 
sum amounting to about one million 
two hundred thousand dollars, by 
these joint operators. Detective 
officers followed and arrested them, 
and they are now paying the penalty 
of the brief hour of their display by 
imprisonment as common felons. 

Huntington began as a broker's 
clerk in Wall street. He forged 
notes to the amount of, as is suppos­
ed, of over a million of doUars. He 
lived like a millionaire. His mansion 

was'fittedup-with aU the appliances 
of luxury and refinement. 

Wight operated in another vein. 
Left by his employers, who were en­
gaged as importers and commission 
merchants in New Tork, he manag­
ed to borrow about $7,500,000 upon 
forged securities, in their name, 
bought them out with their own 
money and set up for himself. He 
too was a lion in fashionable society, 
lived in an elegant mansion, and 
flourished in riotous display. 

These were men of Mgh standing 
—the very exclusives of society— 
who enjoyed the confidence of all. 

The murders daily taking place, 
show man's depravity. 

8. The ease with which those, over 
whom the dominion of sin is broken, 
are again led astray, shows how vain 
are the unaided efforts of man. They 
have no intention of tuming back to 
the world. They would not give up 
religion for all the treasures that 
earth can afford. But how many 
bave reason to sing : 

"Ah where am I now. 
When was it or how. 

That I fell from my heaven of grace ; 
I am broagbt into thrall, 
I am atript of my all; 

I am banished from Jesus' faee. 
Hardly yet do I know 
How I let my Lord go. 

So inaensibly starting aaide. 
When the tempter came in 
With his own subtle sin. 

And infected my spirit -with pride." 
Whe^nce cometh our help ? 
1. Help must come from an exter­

nal source, if you are ever saved. 
Sinner, do you see this ? God grant 
you may. W e would you might all 
be brought to despair of self-renova­
tion. When you see how desperate 
your disease is, you will be likely to 
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apply to the Great Physician. Tou 
are no better because you do not see 
how bad you are. 

2. Help is provided alone in the 
GospeL Jesus is a mighty Saviour. 
Come to Him. Bring all your wants 
and wounds. 

"His blood can make the fouleat clean. 
His blood avails for me." 
3. There is hope of your salvation 

only as there is hope that you will 
come to Christ. H we knew who of 
our readers had come or would come 
to him, we could tell who would be 
saved. While you stay away you 
grow worse. The stains sink deeper. 
As soap sets some stains and makes 
them harder to eradicate, so your 
procrastinations and delays render 
the pollutions of your soul more per­
manent. They fix the black spots 
of guilt, with which your heart is 
covered. 

4. Has your heart been sprinkled 
•with clean water, so that ye have be­
come clean ? Touch uot henceforth 
the unclean thing. If you go into 
the haufits of vice, let it be as the 
sunbeam, to cheer and bless, soiling 
nothing, and itself not soiled by its 
errand of mercv. 

—Charnock observes that unsanc­
tified knowledge is Satan's greatest 
tool, but sanctified it is the Holy 
Spirit's gi-eatest aid, carrying a torch 
before faith, opening eternity's door 
to hope, giving joy its sweetest song, 
patience its strongest motives and 
resignation its noblest patterns, -

—He that desireth trnth and 
everlasting glory careth not for that 
which is temporal. And he that 
seeketh temporal glory or despiseth 
it not from his soul, showeth himself 
to have but little esteem of the glory 
of heaven. 

-APPEARANCES O F P I E T Y . 

In every age the practice has pre­
vailed of substituting certain ap­
pearances of piety in the place of the 
great duties of humanity and mercy. 
Too many there have always been, 
who flatter themselves with the hope 
of obtaining the friendship of their 
Creator, though they neglect to do 
justice to their fellow creatures. 
But such persons may be assured 
that their supposed piety is alto­
gether of a spurious kind. I t is an 
invention of their own, unknown to 
reason, unknown in the word of 
God. In Scripture we are ever di­
rected to t ry our faith by our works, 
our love of God by our love of men. 
We are directed to consider piety 
as a principle which regenerates the 
heart, and forms, it to goodness. 

We are taught that in vain we 
address any acts of homage to Christ, 
unless we do the things which 
be of faith ; and that love, peace, 
gentleness, goodness, meekness and 
temperance are not only the injunc­
tions of his law, but the native fruits 
of his spirit. If, therefore, while 
piety seems ardent, morality shall 
decline, you have full reason to 
believe that into that piety some 
corrupting ingredients have entered. 
And if ever your regard to mo­
rality shall totally fail ; if, while 
you may make prayers, you give 
no alms ; it, while you appear to be 
zealous for God, you are false or 
unjust to meu ; if you are narrow 
or contracted in heart, severe in 
your censures, and oppressive in 
your conduct, then conclude with 
certainty,that what you have termed 
piety was no more than an empty 
name. For as soon, according to 
the Scripture similitude, will bitter 
water flow from a sweet fountain, as 
such effects be produced by genuine 
piety.—Blair. 

—Blessings overtake ns when 
we are right in the sight of God. 
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F L E E FROM IDOLATRY. 

B T HANTJAH PELTON. 

This is only one of the many 
commands of Scripture. The word 
of God has mnch to say against 
idolatry. I t was an e"ril that again 
and again separated him from his 
chosen people, and so naturally did 
tbe heart of man turn to idols that 
the first command the finger of God 
•wrote was : " Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me." 

The term, idolatry, is of wide ex­
tent. In the common acceptation of 
the idea, an idolater is one who 
bows himself down to an image 
made of some substance, often crude 
and shapeless, and offers to it a 
prayer for protection or for fwture 
good. Or the idolater may humbly 
prostrate himself before some li^ving 
creature, or the heavenly bodies. 
This, the lowest form of idolatry, is 
only found in those who live in the 
dark night of error, •without a ray 
of Gospel light to lighten their way. 

There are other forms of idolatry, 
less gross, but no less •wicked in the 
sight of God, which have their de­
votees in so-called Christian lands. 
The Bible reveals to us the fact that 
covetousness is idolatry. Col. iii, 5. 
Here we discern enlightened intel­
lects of the highest type, with sonls 
stained •with this sin. I t is very 
natural for professed Christians to 
consider that none are given to idol­
atry but the heathen, " far away." 
Bnt says the Apostle John : " Little 
children, keep yourselves from 
idols." Those addressed were young 
converts; and as we read the loving 
words of admonition this apostle 
•wrote to those young converts, we 
<3annot but consider how faithfully 
he gave them the words of life. W e 
-select one verse only—" Love not 
the world, neither the things that 
*re in the world ; if any man love 
the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him." And so often did he 
warn them against the world, that it 

is conclusive that the idols they 
were wamed against were not im­
ages only, but a far more subtle foe, 
namely: the vanities, the little things 
that would come between them and 
God, diverting the mind, stealing 
their time, their thoughts, their af­
fections. Says Dr. Clark: " W h a t ­
ever keeps one from seeking their 
all in God is an idol." 

Were the pastors of this day as 
faithful in presenting tmth , as was 
the Apostle John, would the church 
at large be fiUed with an idolatrous 
people ? See them enter the,house 
appointed for worship. The floral 
kingdom has been robbed of its tints 
and forms; the feather tribe has 
wantonly sacrificed at the altar of 
(ashion; bands, rings and chains, all 
wom for ornament—a larish expen­
diture of money, all to satisfy pride, 
which is idolatry. Behold ! the 
contribution-box is passed for the 
idolaters " on India's coral strand." 
The church needs a revival, but do 
we hear anything about coming out 
from the world, and separation 
therefrom, as the Scripture enjoins? 
We never have heard i t yet. The 
theme is : "Give yourself to Jesus," 
a good invitation when given Scrip­
turally. " Por whosoever •will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross and follow me." 
Following the Sa^riour always leads 
to a crucifixion to this world. He 
was led.to a crucifixion on the cross 
for the sins of the world. Whoever 
is bom of God, and follows the Sa­
viour by walking in the light, •will 
be crucified to the world, and this 
Scripture will be his : " If we walk 
in the light as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship one -with another, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son, cleanseth us from all sin." 

An idolatrous worship may be as­
sociated •with some of the proper 
rites of the true worship, as witness 
the case when the children of Israel 
demanded a visible god to be made. 
The altar was buUt, and Aaron 
made a proclamation and said: 



" To-morrow is a feast to the Lord. 
And they rose up early on the mor­
row and offered bumt offerings, and 
brought peace offerings ; and the 
people sat down to eat and to drink, 
and rose up to play."—Gen. xxxii. 
The cloven foot of a mixed worship 
always shows itself, hence the mod­
em church has adjoining, its kitchen 
with its full equipment of fumiture, 
and as occasion may demand, the 
festival, the old folks' concert, New 
England kitchen, a social time with 
fun, etc., follow the Sabbath of wor­
ship to the Lord. History repeats 
itself, though it may vary in man­
ner. In 2nd Kings, we read thns of 
the children of Israel, who, on ac­
count of their obstinacy in the wor­
shipping of idols, were separated 
from the house of David, and mixed 
in with the surrounding nations. So 
these nations feared the Lord and 
served, their graven images, both 
their children and their children's 
children; as did their fathers,- so did 
they. 

Who that walks in the light of 
life, obeying the Gkispel of truth, 
does not discern a vast throng of 
worshippers of whom it can be 
truthfully said : They fear the Lord 
and still they serve the graven im­
ages, reared on the altar of fashion. 
They larishly sacrifice their time in a 
needless outlay of work on garments, 
or it may be in amusements, or in 
the reading of fiction. They do not 
hear the voice of God saying," Walk 
in wisdom towards those wliich are 
'without, redeeming the time, for the 
days are evil." Flee from idolatry 
—turn from it as did Christian from 
the City of Destruction, with his 
fingers in his ears, crying " Life, life, 
etemal life!" 

" There is something exceedingly 
obstinate and perverse, as well' as 
blinding and infatuating, in idola­
try." Terrible calamities befell the 
cluldren of Israel, on account of i t ; 
miracles were wrought which were 
sufficient to have affected and alarm­
ed any hear t ; but how soon forgot­

ten. Bat has time, which in this 
enlightened land has greatly chang­
ed the manner and mode of idolatry, 
curbed in any way the obstinate and 
perverse, or lessened its blinding or 
infatuating influence ? Not at alL 
Nothing but the miraculous work­
ings of the Holy Ghost, either di­
rectly or through the servants of the 
Lord, will arrest the attention, en­
lighten the soul, and cause conric­
tion. How often, when enlightened, 
and a voice within the soul cries, 
" This is the way, walk ye in it—it 
is right—it is Scriptural"—they 
turn again to thefr idols, the Spirit 
is grieved, and they are left to their 
own reasonings, and the result is, 
they do not feel as they once did. 

The Holy Ghost does not abide 
in the soul where idols are enshrin­
ed. All Scripture is against it, as 
well as history. " And what agree­
ment hath the temple of God with 
idols ? for ye are the temple of the liv­
ing God ; as God hath said, I will 
dwell in them, and walk in them ; 
and I will be thefr God, and they 
shall be my people. Wherefore-
come out from among them, and be 
ye separate, saith the Lord, and 
touch not the nnclean th ing ; and I 
will receive you, and will be a Fath­
er unto yon, and ye shall be my 
sons and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty."—2 Cor. vi, 16-18. Then 
follows the administration. " Having 
therefore these promises, dearly be­
loved, let us cleanse ourselves from 
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, 
perfectihe: holiness in the fear of 
&od." ^ 

This world-idolatry is rarely al­
luded to by the recognized Christian 
church, uidess it be in sins of marked 
immorality, except by an isolated 
few. Alone they represent a fear­
ful minority, as did the prophet 
Elijah before the four hundred false 
prophets. He called down fire from 
heaven on his sacrifice to attest to a 
true God, and a true worship. So 
do the real saints of God receive 
spiritual manifestations of hia pres-
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ence in their worship, as an endorse­
ment to a religion free from the en­
tanglements or this world. 

Bnt who is at fanlt for the great 
slackness concerning this great and 
vital principle of a holy religion. 
We answer, those who lead the peo­
ple. The pastors ofthe church. We 
read in Hosea, iv, 9, " And there 
shall be, like people, like priest." 
No church collectively will rise in 
religious experience above the pas­
tor. Again this prophet declares, 
" My people are destroyed for lack 
of knowledge." Many have had 
the light concerning worldly confor­
mity in their apparel, they have 
honestly and seriously gone to their 
teacher in divine things, who at 
once confidently assures them that 
none of these things have anything 
to do •with religion. I t is the heart 
God looks at. Quieted, they regard 
it as a temptation, and so they blind­
ly grope their way along, never leav­
mg the first principles of religion. 
They do not lay aside the weights. 
Some have gone so far as to public­
ly ignore and ridicule the idea. 

God in great love and mercy does 
lead out into his marvelous light, 
some wbo have not had decided and 
definite teaching of the Scripture 
on this point. Those, who truly re­
pent and walk in the light, earnestly 
seeking to know and do the -wiU of 
God, he will bless and they have a 
measure of grace ; b a t is it not true, 
as rerival awakenings often reveal, 
that many join 1 he church, strangers 
to a spiritual birth—^the •witness of 
the Spirit ? A young lady was sev­
eral years in obtaining this pearl of 
great price. One reason why ahe 
did not obtain it was because she 
wanted i t •without any personal sac­
rifice, as she knew many professors 
who apparently seemed to be Chris­
tians, and BtUl did not deny them­
selves in any worldly sense. Once, 
when eamestiy seeking, i t was forci­
bly impressed on her mind not to 
fimsh a garment she was making for 
another which was finished with the 

exception of sewing on the •velvet 
•with which it was to be trimmed. 
This being cut, it was a great cross 
to retum it and give the reasons for 
so doing, so she finished the work. 
Her eamest seeking soon gave place 
to indifference. Again the Spirit 
came •with its wooing influence. 
She was getting ready for a prayer 
meeting. She took the smaU, simple 
pin to fastep the collar as usual—it 
seemed as though an unseen hand, 
as it were, arrested her hand, and 
the impression was nevet to wear i t 
any more, but it was resisted ; i t 
seemed so faolish to give any atten­
tion to such an impression, but there 
was no more seeking and she soon 
drifted into the forms of a lifeless 
religion. But again was she arrest­
ed, and while at a prayer meeting 
i t was strongly impressed on her 
mind not to finish a piece of silk 
patch-work, but there were many 
choice bits contributed — relics. 
She declined to take this cross also. 
A present, useful and beautiful, was 
given he r ; she highly appreciated 
the gift, and the kindness of the 
giver; but immediately the thought 
came " I f I ever get religion I shaU 
have to give these up." She was at 
this time under no religious influ­
ence ; but there came a time when 
the Spfrit of the Lord again moved 
npon the sotd, and she candidly 
said, " If plain dress has anything 
to do •with my obtaining religion, I 
•will be plain." In a few days 
she knew she had entered into the 
secrets of a new life. 

The following incident was related 
by an eye witness : 

While I was at camp meeting 
last suinmer I saw a young lady so 
filled with the Spirit, as seemingly 
to be nnconscious to every thing 
abont her; her hands were closely 
pressed together, and upon every 
effort to separate them they would 
dfrectly-close again. After a little 
they were separated, when they im­
mediately went to her ears from 
which she took the ear-rings and 
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handing them to a person standing 
by, said, " Here, take these." She 
then commenced to talk,, and O ! 
how she did talk, so far beyond her­
self. 

O ! that the church might awake 
to the great sin of idolatry within 
her borders. " Arise, shine; for thy 
light is come, and the glory of the 
Lord is risen upon thee." 

• > > 

CHASING L I E S . — A lie is a bad 
thing to run at large. I t damages, 
ravages, devours. More poisonous 
than a serpent, it often ruins not 
only health, but reputation and nse­
fulness. Every lie should be stop­
ped. But whose business is it to 
chase a lie ? Who let it loose ? The 
man who let it loose is bound to 
catch it again ; but a man of truth 
is under no obligations to chase and 
catch other people's lies. Suppose 
some man or a dozen men should 
send forth a falsehood about me, am 
I obliged to spend my days and 
years chasing i t and contradicting 
it ? By no means. Let those that 
made it attend to their own work, or 
meet the responsibility of it in the 
reckoning day. Every man con­
cemed in sending forth a false state­
ment must purge himself of it, or 
give account to God for what he has 
done. God holds men to very strict 
accountability in these respects, and 
every man who thinks to dwell in 
Grod's tabernacle must look well to 
his words and " refrain his tongue 
from evil, and his lips that they 
speak no guile."—The Safeguard. 

—Grod's fatherly eye is upon us 
every hour, and he is daily laboring 
to bring us up to his hand, to train 
us up to his mind, to make ns such 
as he wanted to have us be. - He 
continues and talks all manner of 
ways by his Spir i t ; and by his 
proridence, and by his word, to make 
us more serious, spiritual and Heav­
enly, more humble, weaned from the 
world and devoted to God.—Bel­
lamy. 

IN THE DEPTHS. 

BY W. W. DICKSON. 

" AU thy billows and waves have gone over me." 

Oat of depths I cry to God, 
Underneath his chastening rod; 
Undemeath his waves that roll 
Over ail my inmost aonl. 

Billowa ot contending atrife 
Rolling through domestic life, 
•Winda that through tbe lattice moan, 
Laahing oceans into foam. 

" Only this, and nothing more!" 
Nay ! behold along the shore, 
•Wrecka of ruined household gems 
Rudely torn from bleeding sterna. 

Fruit that might have been for food. 
Had we bat the atorm withatood 
Until nature's first great cause 
Had unfolded all her lawa : 

Firat the blade—the ear—the com 
Garnered then aecure from atorm; 
Ripened manhood—saved—refined. 
Fashioned by th'etemal mind. 

Out of depths too deep for me, 
God in Christ by faith I see, 
Nearer, clearer, dearer still, 
Melting, moulding, all my •will. 

Until •winds and waves appear. 
Shining, sparkling, bright and clear; 
Bows of promiae, aeen through teara. 
Dissipating all my fears; 

Lighting up the eastern skies 
As from light the darkness flies; 
Lighting np my hamble soal 
As the billows cease thetr roll. 

Then the object of my love. 
Coming like the gentle dove. 
Finds a dwelling place -within. 
Newly washed and deansed^from sin. 

Hence the deptha grow dear to me 
As the more of Chriat I aee 
Crosaing o'er the Gallilee 
Into God's etemity. 
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A MISSIONARY L E T T E R 
FBOM MISS LOTTIE SISSON.* 

BASIM, INDIA, NOV. 13, 1880. 
I have been off on a five days' 

tour, both for a change, also pros­
pecting for work. W e only retum­
ed night before last W e travelled 
in a bullock coach, •with our children 
in a native cart behind us, thirty-six 
miles, or rather seventy-two miles, 
going and coming, and we have come 
back with our hearts stirred within 
us. Surely the field is ready for 
labor. All about us are little villages 
numbering 100, 200, 500, lOOO and 
5000 souls, never hearing or know­
ing of the Gospel sound. We 
asked for the use of a bungalow 
twenty miles from us, and made that 
our headquarters. We arrived at 
Marawadi Friday night and rested 
Saturday. I t was a •wild place, yet 
beautiful for its situation. For the 
first time we saw what might be 
called real jungle. At" a little 
distance from the bungalow, moun­
tains towered above us, while deep 
ravines yawned between, covered 
•with dense foliage, the abode of 
tigers and other wild beasts. Satur­
day night I thought there was an 
.unusual noise from the village (a 
little cluster of huts, numbering 
ahout a hundred souls, only a few 
paces from us), and in the moming 
we discovered that a young tiger 
had killed a calf, and the people had 
been aroused immediately to sacri­
fice a lamb as an offering to the 
gods. This happened about twenty 
rods from the bungalow. Sunday 
moming we took the children and 
sat down under the shade of a ta­
marind tree, near the village, and 
held our usual Sunday-schooL Then 
the children sang thefr hymns, then 
we read the grand words of Isa. 
xiii., in our Marathi Bibles ; espe­
cially did our sonls go out in the 
oriental phraseology of the lOth, 

* MiSB SlBoon started a Faith Orphanage and Mlg-
^on at Baalm. Sent by the Holy Splrit,Bhe looks to 
QOQ alone for means to carry on her work. 

n t h , 12th verses. 'With the sound 
of the beating of the drums of the 
heathen about us, we bade our gfrls 
pray for their people, and kneeling 
they poured out their hearts before 
Him, that light might come to thefr 
people sitting in such great darkness. 
Then the children gave in a loud 
voice answers to the questions of 
the Creation, Fall of Man, Sins, of 
the Saviour and Redemption, follow­
ed by the recitations of Psalms 
interspersed 'with hymns. Attracted 
by sight and sound, a few men 
gathered a little way off and listened. 
When we had finished, we went 
again to the bungalow. The men 
asked one of oar servants (whom 
we hope is a Christian) what we 
were doing, and he told them we 
were teaching the children of God; 
that the "Madam Sahibs" preached 
the Gospel. "Oh," said the man,"that 
is a good story ; many Sahibs come 
here, but none ever told us anything 
about God." 

As the sun commenced to lower 
we took the children and walked 
into the rillage. The principal man 
of the village received us very 
kindly, and spread a cloth for us, 
and we sat down. W e said, "WUl 
not your women come ?" "Oh, yes," 
they said ; ' and calling to them, 
they crowded out from their hotises. 
Oh, how helpless one seemed to tell 
the s tory! Casting ourselves on 
Him, we spoke of His love for a l l ; 
that He was holy and good, and we 
were n o t ; that Christ had come to 
save us ; how God became man for 
us, lived like us, died for us, rose 
again, and now longed for us to 
live near Him in etemal happiness. 
W e sang the hymns, and explained 
what they meant. All at once, one 
of the gfrls who sat near me leaned 
over and said, "O Mama, my story 
has come into my muid !" "Well ," I 
said, " tell it." A n d she broke forth, 
telling how she was like them, bnt 
how God in His love had cared for 
her ; how the famine came to her 
country, and how her mother sold 
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if 

her for bread ; how she fell into the 
hands of the Benjaree people, and 
how the Sepoys took her. away from 
them, and with many other children 
she was brought to Basim ; and 
how at last God brought her to our 
doors, where we took her and taught 
her of God ; how dark her mind was 
tiU God's light shone in it; then what 
pain came to her for her sins, and 
when she had repented of sin, and 
put faith in Christ, what joy came 
to her heart. She spoke with a holy 
boldness, and evidently in the power 
of the Spirit, and all listened in­
tently. 

W e talked naturally with the 

Eeople ; told them we had left our 
omes and oome from a far country 

to teU them of the true God. They 
answered, " W e by pleasure will 
listen to your story." W e asked 
them if they understood our story, 
and they said, "Oh, yes^ why should 
we not ? You speak our language; 
this we all understand." Por this 
little opportunity we thanked God 
and took courage. 

On Monday, as we had long had a 
desfre to push on to Pusud, a village 
some distance on a river, we started 
for this place. We had sixteen miles 
to travel, and the road wound 
about the Ball Ghauts. W e started 
at about four o'clock p. M., having 
heard there was a good bungalow 
there. The first part of our joumey 
was exceedingly enjoyable. The 
dense foliage of trees and ferns was 
refreshing and beautiful to look 
upon. We supposed we should be 
out ofthe thickest of the jungle by 
the time dark should really be upon 
us, safe from the attack of tigers. 
We soon found, however, that one 
jungle was but succeeded by 
another, and that our -whole 
way lay thus. Yet we did not fear 
mnch, as we had lights and attend­
ants. W e were abont midway on 
our joumey, about eight o'clock 
F. 3c, still on the upper Ghauts, 
when a whoop from one of the men 
caused ns to inquire what was tfae 

matter, and the cry came back, 
"Thieves ! a band of thieves !" This 
was something that made our blood 
run cold. We kept the gardis and 
cart close together and all the men 
we had, which were not a very great 
force, il. asked the servant if he had 
a club, and he said "No." She gave 
him an umbrella and • told him to 
use the handle, and she seized the 
other, charging the men to look on 
every side of tkem, and sank back 
to pray. One child was on the front 
of one gardis, and I said, "Shau-
thee, don't you cry or talk, but 
p r a y ; one moment do not stop 
praying." She sank her head in her 
cloth, and I felt strengthened in the 
act, kno^wing she would be faithful. 
As for myself, 1 couldn't stop to see 
whether I had any faith or not. "I 
felt my blood curdling and I prayed." 
Again another whoop, and L. called 
out, - 'What is that ?" but no reply. 
On we went. The oxen that were 
attached to the children's cart had 
gone so slowly before, but now, 
as thongh they realized the danger, 
they ran. We went whizzing past 
the steep embankments, winding 
around rarines. Several times rang 
out that •wild whoop in the air (this 
guide was a man whom we had 
taken from Marawadi), stiU on we 
went. Several times we saw lights 
in a cluster, ahd rejoiced, thinking 
we were near some viUage. (After­
wards we found out this was the 
robbers.) A t one time L. said to 
me, who was grasping an umbrella 
in one hand and a lantern in the 
other at the farther end of the 
gardis, " I feel the Lord has given 
us deliverance." W e stUl went on 
through what seemed more dan­
gerous places than ever. At last we 
came out on a level road and neared 
a village and hxmgalo-w. There was 
an engineer 'within, who, hearing 
ns, came out. The servant told him 
of the danger, and he said it was 
probably so ; one might be attacked 
in the night upon the upper Ghauts, 
as the Benjaree people roam about 

- 1 
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there. He assured us of perfect 
safety for the rest of the jounmey 
and sent two more servants on •with 
ns. There remained only about 
three and a half mUes more,which we 
made •without fear, •with hearts iuU 
of gratitude to God who had pre­
served us. Arrived in Pusud, alas 
for the bungalow ! I t may have been 
a palace (?) in the years gone by. 
It was a large native house which 
had been altered over into a travel­
ler's bungalow. The afr was not 
fine as the doors were thro^wn open 
to us. There was a cot which was 
suggestive of many things, and there 
was the mud floor. W e chose the 
latter, and made up our bed upon it. 
There, amid the squeaking of rats, 
the whizzing of bats, the singing of 
gnats, with any and every other 
kind of insect life, we, •with grateful 
hearts, laid us down to sleep. W e 
were safe, so safe ! And the black 
faces were friendly that were about 
UB. We needed no .^olian -harp to 
soothe us into slumber, for, as I have 
already hinted, mnsical strains were 
poured forth in 1 avish measure. We 
slept, and awoke in the morning 
to hear the particulars of the night 
before. The servants saw the men 
skulking in the long grass and 
ditches, about twenty-five of them, 
with clubs in thefr hands, ready for 
action. They came to the gardis, 
and one man gave a whoop, which 
is a oaU to a commander with Sepoys 
(policemen), and the robbers, fearing 
we were thus attended, were stayed. 
Tet they foUowed ns for two miles, 
warded off probably several times 
by the same •whoop, and finally they 
all fled. Aa near as we could find 
oat, the point where they fled was 
the plac^ where L. got the assurance 
that deUverance had come. How 
great was our deliverance I I t wonld 
have been a very easy tbing for 
these armed men to have put ns ont 
of the way, captured the children, 
and taken whatever else they could 
have found. Bnt God brought us 
through, praise His dear name ! 

Pusad is very beautiful for situation, 
and it was very pleasurable to see-the 
river. W e dined on fish ! 

The next day, getting an early 
start in the moming, we took broad 
daylight for our return over the 
mountain-passes, where we riewed 
the dangers and wondered at God's 
mercy and love to us. Thus we 
were safely brought on our way to 
Marawadi. As we rested that day 
at Marawadi, whose •wilderness I 
have somewhat described, was it 
any wonder that we opened our 
Bibles and read with faith-iUumin^d 
eyes, "The •wilderness and soUtaiy 
place shaU be glad for them, and t h e 
desert shall rejoice and blossom as 
the rose." Some opportunity for 
giving medicine at the Uttle village 
where we stopped was afforded us, 
for which the people seemed very 
grateful The next day we started 
for home; the principal man of the 
vUlage came out and walked behind 
our gardis for some way, then bowed 
his salaams to us, and asked that 
our mercy might faU on him. I t 
was bright moonlight as we drove 
on our peaceful way toWM-d home, 
and our hearts went ont.,in praise to 
Him whose mercy and love had so 
rested upon us. As our thoughts 
went backward to our early chUd­
hood days, remembering aU the way 
in which He had led us, onr hearts 
were subdued within us at the good­
ness of our God, and we felt that 
fairer than any dreams of life that 
had ever held us in the days of yore, 
was the endeavor, however feeble or 
worthless it might seem, or full of 
mistakes, to be engaged •with aU 
energies in His lo^ving serrices. 
Thus, by the good hand of God, we 
were brought on our way tUl we 
reached the doors of onr own home, 
which we entered, glad of its com­
fort and rest, and feeling we had 
gained an inteUigence of the sur­
rounding country, as we never could 
have doue in any other way. There 
seems snch an opening for work,, 
and our hearts are stirred to pray 
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for means to prosecute it. A good 
supply of medicines and a horse to 
travel on is needed. May the Lord 
supply the means, and open up the 
way for the light to shine into the 
darkness about us ! ^Oh, how we 
long for some one to come and take 
up Pusud for a mission station ! A 
city of about five thousand inhabi­
tants, a centre of heathenism where 
the Gospel Ught has never reached. 
How many baptized ones there are 
who might take up this stronghold 
of Satan for God. How many 
young men there are, vainly waiting 
to fill some home pulpit ! The Lord 
give some one to see this privilege— 
that which angels might covet—of 
preaching the unsearchable riches of 
Christ to the heathen.—Times of 
Befreshing. 

—. *-^*^ 
T H E SILENCE OF GOD.—A sUent 

heaven marks this age of grace. 
Whirlwind and earthquake and fire 
may awe, yet, as in the days of the 
old Hebrew prophet, God is not in 
these, bnt in the " still small voice," 
which tells of mercy, and seeks to 
•win lost men from the power of 
darkness, to himself. Bat the very 
sUence that betokens that the throne 
of God is now a throne of grace, is 
appealed to as the cro^wning proof 
that God is but a my th ; and the 
coarse blasphemer's favorite trick is 
to challenge the Almighty to de­
clare himself by some signal act of 
judgment. (Psa. 1, 3, 21, 22.).— 
Bobert Anderson, L . L . D . 

—The lines of suffering on al­
most every human countenance 
has been deepened, if not traced 
there by unfaithfulness to conscience, 
by departures fr«m dnty. To 
do wrong is the surest way to 
bring suffering ; no wrong deed 
«ver failed to bring it. Those sins 
which are foUowed by no palpable 
pain are yet terribly, avenged in 
this Ufe. 
_,—Our best lessons sometimes 
grow out of mistakes. 

SATAN'S DEVICES. 

Satan's masterpiece in this, is to 
counterfeit the voice of the Holy 
Spirit. When one has come to accept 
his privilege to be " filled with the 
Spirit," throngh faith in Christ, the 
next thing is to blind them, in their 
desire to be led by the Spirit, to the 
fact that as they received the Spirit 
only by faith_ in Christ, so only can 
they be led by the Spirit through 
faith in Christ. 

They must have the guidance of 
the Spirit, as they have hispresence, 
through faith in Christ. He blinds 
them to the fact, that Christ and 
not the Spirit is head over all thingg 
to the church, and head over every 
m a n ; and that faith for guidance 
must stand in Christ the head, who 
by the Spirit leads them who pnt 
their trnst in Him. 

And when Satan' has gotten them 
to pnt the Spirit in place of the Son, 
then he has an easy time in making 
them look for, expect and follow, 
blind impressions and impulses as 
the voice of the Spirit. And these 
counterfeits •will pass current with 
them, because thefr faith has ceased 
to stand wholly in Jesus, and has 
come to stand in impulses and im­
pressions, as the voice of the Spirit; 
and they have lost sight of the 
bank and the Banker, so they can 
not bring the counterfeits to the 
counter to be tested and be detected. 
This gives Satan aU tbe opportunity 
he desires—as fast as his permissive 
claim will allow him—to dupe and 
deceive, mislead and bring grief to 
those he imposes this terrible coun­
terfeit upon—that of his own voice 
as the voice of the Spirit. 

This is the secret, I beUeve, of 
some of the worst forms of fanaticism 
into which consecrated people have 
ever been led. Let us keep firmly 
and fully to our absolute ahd entire 
dependence on Christ, and let va 
know that whatever is not in ac­
cordance with the word of God can­
not come from Him. Let us suspect 
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and bring to Christ at once, and test 
whatever is questionable. Then 
walking humbly with our God and 
Sariour, Satan though he may touch, 
can not harm us. Let us prove all 
thuigs, and hold fast that which is 
good.—Selected. 

SANCTIFIED. 

John Fletcher was so devoted, and 
rose to such high attainments in the 
heavenly Ufe, that he was often caU­
ed the seraphic Fletcher. He had 
an nnusual realization of the love of 
God during all his religious life ; 
yet, as he neared his death, he said 
he had such a new conception of the 
truth that "God is love" as he could 
never find language to express. 
"God is love, love, LOVE ;" and he 
had such an apprehension of his ex­
cellence and loveliness, that he cried 
out that he wanted to be able to 
shout it tp the ends of the earth, and 
wanted a spirit of praise tha t should 
fill the earth. When any one came 
into the room, he called upon him 
to praise Him, and kept repeating 
that God is love, love, LOVE. I t was 
enoagh afterward to sustain and 
animate him in his suffering, and he 
&xed upon a sign that should mean 
that this blessed thought fiUed his 
sonl to the uttermost; and, after he 
was past speaking, his countenance 
ever and anon wonld light up with 
joy, and he would make the sign. 

Payson's last days were spent in 
this land of Beulah. "Oh," said he, 
"if I had Only kno^wn what I know 
now, twenty years ago !" 

A lady, in •writing to a friend says, 
"0 my friend ! my heart is so over­
whelmed, I can scarcely write. I 
could repeat a thonsand times over, 
'Christ is mine ;' and my soul 
is willing to face death, even in its 
most dreadful forms, to go to my 
Redeemer. My dear soul, you know 
not what yon lose by your negli­
gence. Oh ! seek, strive, agonize. 
Were I to suffer the utmost torture 
of body and mind, they would all be 

nothing to gain one moment of this 
sweetness." 

John Janeway, during the latter 
part of his life, had remarkable 
views of Christ. Said he, "Oh, how 
glorious is the blessed Jesus ! How 
shall I speak the thousandth part of 
his praises ? Oh for words to set out 
a little of that excellency ! but j . t is 
inexpressible. Oh, what kindness ! 
Sure this is a foretaste of heaven ; 
and, if I were never to enjoy any 
more than this, it were well worth 
all the torments that men or devils 
could invent to go through, to enjoy 
such transcendent bliss as this. The 
smiles and visits of Christ make a 
heaven. Oh that you did bnt see 
and feel what I do ! O sirs ! worldly 
pleasures are poor, pitiful things 
compared with one glimpse of 
Jesus' love. Oh ! help me to praise 
him: I have nothing else to do from 
this time through eternity. Praise, 
praise,PBAi8s that infinite,boundles8 
love forever! Help me, O my 
friends ! to praise and admire: him. 
All is too little. O ye glorious and 
mighty angels who are well skilled 
in his heavenly work of praise ! 
admire him for ever and ever. O 
ye redeemed ones ! praise him. 
Eternity is none too long." 

Do You HuNGEE ?—A desfre af­
ter complete holiness is the truest 
sign of being born again. I t is a 
mark that he has made us meet for 
the inheritance of the saints in light. 
If a nobleman were to adopt a beg­
gar-boy, he would not only feed and 
clothe him, but educate him, and fit 
him to move in the sphere into 
which he was afterwards to be 
b r o u g h t ; and if you saw this boy 
filled •with a noble spirit, you would 
say, he is meet to be put among the 
children. So you may be made 
meet for glory. The farmer does 
not cut down his corn tUI it is ripe. 
So does the Lord Jesus. He first 
ripens the soul, then gathers it into 
his bam.—McCheyne. 
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A S-^LFE S T K O N G H O L D . 

Man's stronghold is his integrity ; 
and this fortress can never be auc-
oessfnUy assaUed from without, un­
less there is treachery •within. You 
•can hold this fort against all assaU­
ants. 

No one but yourself can make 
you dishonest; ne one but yourself 
•can rob you of your integrity, or de­
base you by fraud and trickery and 
viUainy. Men may suspect you, slan-
•der you, and lie about you, but they 
cannot make you guUty of the things 
which tbey lay to your charge. 

I t is unpleasant to be called a 
rogue ; it is far worse to be one ; it is 
hard to be accused as a viUain, but 
it is StUl harder to know that the 
accusation is true ; it is a sad thing 
to be lied about and misrepresented, 
but it is sadder stUl to slander and 
misrepresent another. No slander 
of men can take away a man's knowl­
edge of the integrity of his ô wn 
character, the purity of his intentions, 
and the devoutness of his own Ufe. 
Nothing but our own sins can rob us 
of peace of conscience and peace •with 
•God. 

He who possesses these can de-
•fy the tongue of slander; bnt he 
who lacks these, is poor •with all his 
wealth, abject in spirit •with aU his 
pride, contemptible however much 
he may be honored, and pitiable 
however mnch he laay be enried. 
Hewho holds fast his faith in God 
and his integrity of heart and life, 
can face the world vsnthout a fear, 
can rejoice amid conflicts and trials 
innumerable, and can be strong, for 
God is •with him, and wUl give to 
him the rietory, through our Lord 
-Jesus Christ. 

Stand fast in your integrity,0 man 
of God. Be steadfast, unmovable, 
always abounding in the work of the 
Lord. Whatever you lose hold fast 
to faith and a good conscience,which 
some har ing put a^way, concerning 
faith have made ship^wreek.—The 
•Christian. 

W O R L D L Y CONFORMITY. 

Dr. James W, Alexander, the em­
inent minister, •wrote to a friend : 

" A s I grow older as a parent, 
my views are changing fest as to the 
degree of conformity to the world 
which we shonld allow to our child­
ren. I am horror-struck to count 
up the profligate chUdren of pions 
persons and even ministers. 

" The door at which these influ­
ences enter, which countervail pa­
rental instruction and example, I am 
persuaded, is, yielding to the ways 
of good society. By dress, books, 
and amusements, an atmosphere is 
formed which is not that of Chris­
tianity. More than ever do I feel 
that our famiUes must stand in a 
kind bnt determined opposition to 
the fashions ol the world, breasting 
the waves, like the Eddystone light 
house. And I have fonnd nothing 
yet which requfres more courage 
and independence than to rise a ht­
tle, but decidedly, above the par of 
the religious world around us. 

"Snrely, the way in which we 
commonly go on is not the way of 
self-deni^ and sacrifice and cross-
bearing which the New Testament 
talks of. 'Then is the offense of 
the cross ceased.' Our slender in­
fluence on the circle of our friends 
is often to be traced to our leaving 
so little difference between us and 
them." 

I t is sad indeed_ that the feeble­
ness of our influence should be due 
to such a cause! Let aU Christian 
parents think of this. In these days 
of woridly conformity it deserves to 
be thought of. 

How little difference now between 
the church and the world ! Not on­
ly do the chUdren of church-mem­
bers, but many church-members 
themselves, indulge in amusements, 
pleasures and extravagances too 
closely Unked •with worldliness and 
sin. 

Let us heed the •wise and afiec­
tionate counsel of the apostle Paul, 
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who wrote : " I beseech you there­
fore, brethren, by the mercies of 
•God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, and acceptame 
nnto God, which is your reasonalflfi-
•aervice. And be not conformed to 
this world : but be ye transformed 
hy the rene^wing of your mind, 
•that ye may prove what is 
that good, and acceptable, and per­
fect wUl of God."—Rom. xii, 1-2. 
" For ye are bought with a price: 
therefore glorify Godin your body, 
and in your spirit, which are God's." 
—I Cor. vi, 20. The apostle James 
says, " The friendship of the world 
ia enmity with God."—James iv, 4. 
The "beloved disciple" said, " I f 
any man love the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him." The best 
oi preachers said, " Ye are the salt 
ofthe earth! Ye are the light of 
the world,"—Matt, v, 13-14. Oh 
that we could aU say with Paul, 
" The life which I now live in the 
flesh, I live by the faith o f the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave 
hunself for me."—Gal. ii, 20. 

—To love our neighbor as our­
selves means a love that severs, 
just as Christ severed ns. 

, —It is a dreadful thing to see a 
happy family of Christians broken 
np by a talkative fault-finder and 
all about nothing. SmaU is the 
edge of the wedge, but when the 
devU handles the beetle churches are 
soon split to pieces, arid men wonder 

' why. The fact is, the worst wheel 
of the cart creaks most, and one fool 
makes many; and thus many a 
congregation is set at ears •with a 
good and faithful minister who 
wonld have been a lasting blessing to 
them if they had not chased away 
their best friend. Those who are at 
the bottom of the mischief have 
generaUy no part or lot in the matter 
of tme godliness, but, like sparrows, 
fight over corn which is not thefr 
own ;"and, like jackdaws, puU to 
pieces what they never helped to 
bnild. 

COMMITTED TO GOD 

My faith lays hold of a pres­
ent God. Last night as I stretched 
myself out in my sleeping berth, 
and committed myself to the care 
of the Engineer and Conductor, 
I thought, ' 'Yes, jus t so do I lay my­
self down on God and commit my­
self to His care, " A n d just as I 
do not need nor care to understand 
the thousand details of the journey, 
but can leave them aU to the 
management of the raUway em­
ployees, whose business it is, neith­
er do I need to understand aU 
the details of my spfritual jonmey, 
but can leave them aU to the God 
who has Himself declared that it 
is His business to manage them. 
AU I have to do is to see to it 
that He is my Conductor and En­
gineer, and that I yield up the 
guidance and control absolutely to 
Hrm; and aU else is right. I .can 
imagine a foolish baby being fright­
ened in the cars because she. could 
not see the Conductor or the En­
gineer; but I must by Faith behold 
Him who is invisible, and must 
rest utterly in His care. And I 
do; and am •willing to be taken 
through dark or light, over deserts 
or smiling plains, through mountain 
passes or in green vaUeys, wherever 
the path He has marked out may 
Ue. I foresee much to discourage 
me, but I dare not doubt the Lord's 
keeping power. To doubt would be 
certain faUure. He is my Keeper. 
—The Fxdfitted Word. 

—A snffering beUever once re­
marked to a friend: "When I am very 
low and dark I go to the window, 
and if I see a heavy cloud I think mt 
those precious words, ' A cloud 
received him out of thefr sight,' and 
I look up an4 see the clouds sure 
enough, and then I think—weU, that 
may be the cloud that hides him,and 
so you see here is conf ort in a cloud." 

—A kind word spoken in time 
i« worth a million of intentions. 



84 THE EABiyEST CHBISTIAN. 

IDLE MINISTERS. 

. . . P | 

An idler is the devU's apprentice, 
and it wUl be strange if he does not 
soon turn him out a finished work­
man. A man who is too lazy to work 
is not usually too holy to sin ; and a 
minister of the gospel who has too 
mnch dignity to keep himself steadi­
ly employed, may be expected to fall 
into some snare that Satan sets for 
men who are not kept busy. There 
is nothing better for the souls and 
bodies of ministers of the Gospel, 
than fervent prayer, faithful study of 
the Bible, devout meditation, and 
enough good, honest, laborious work 
to keep them from useless visiting, 
dawdling, idling and loafing. 

The Presbyterian relates the fol­
lowing instance, which illustrates 
this subject: 

"More than twenty years ago one 
of our friends took a l o n g trip, in 
which he tarried for a night at the 
pleasant town of S . The next 
day he called on the minister of the 
place. Having sat a short time the 
pastor proposed a walk to the busi­
ness part of the town. The two 
friends eame to a store with a porch 
to it. They were soon seated on 
some boxes or benches. One by one 
the company increased. Our tra­
veler soon perceived that this was 
4.he usual resort of a number of men. 
The boxes and benches of pine were 
a good deal cut up •with knives. The 
stain or juice of tobacco was un­
pleasant, indeed disgusting. Our 
traveler soon left, and with. painful 
apprehensions of that company. He 
heard that the pastor often spent a 
part of his mornings there. His 
studies were neglected. The sick 
and afflicted among his people were 
not visited. That pastor has long 
since made a shipwreck of character 
and usefulness. The traveler lately 
sent this message to a young minis­
ter who was falling into like habits : 
•Oh! stay at home! Mind yom' book. 
Pray and work agamst habits of 
idleness. Don't sit on boxes about 

the viUage. Take heed lest you fall 
also."—The Christian. 

SouL-QuiKT.—In this age of in­
tense mental activity, we are in great 
danger of losing that holy tranquili­
ty of soul, that abiding restfulness 
in the inmost recesses of our being. 
What is this blessed stillness ? It is 
not idleness or carnal sloth. I t is 
not indifference.. I t is not inactivity. 
I t is a state of rest in God, of being 
filled with a peace that passeth all 
understanding. I t is to cease from 
self—self-energy, self-wUl, self-seek­
ing, self-consciousness. I t is what 
the old writers meant by recollected­
ness, an abiding sense of the divine 
Presence. "RecoUection," said Cecil, 
"is the means by which God himself 
becomes the mainspring of all our 
actions, the inspiring element of oor 
lives." God deals with us as we 
deal with our children. The first 
thing to get the wayward, thought­
less child to do, is to listen. Yon call 
the Uttle thing to your feet ; you 
simply say, "Now be quiet ; listen to 
me for a moment." To how many 
an anxious worker is He saying to­
day, "Be stiU and know that I am 
God." "In quietness and in confi­
dence shall be your strength."— 
E . H . Hopkins. 

«->-» 
—To simply work is nothing ; we 

must do it for Jesus sake. Many 
of the busiest people in the world 
forget to consecrate thefr labor, and 
then wonder at the absence of ex­
pected frnit. 

—Be ye of good cheer, every one 
that is afllicted, for the Lord is pre­
paring for you the city of God. 
Whatever be your sorrow, it is the 
token of his love; for the Man of 
Sorrows is our King, and the path of 
sorrow is the path of his Kingom; 
there is none other that leadeth unto 
life. Your reward is sure, if you are 
but true to yourself. Do we believe 
these things ? Are they realities, or 
are they words? They are God's 
Word, which is a reaUty. 

I 
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BE FILLED W I T H T H E 
SPIRIT. 

B Y B E V . W. T. HOGG. 

" Be not dmnk with wme, wherein is excess: 
bnt be iiUed with die Spirit."—Eph. v, IR 

The Bible is the best temperance 
manual in the world. I t not only 
condemns aU intemperance of every 
kind, but lalso prescribes a safe and 
certain antidote therefor. I t very 
plainly C9ndemns the habitual use 
of intoxicating •wine, and also every 
kind of sensual pleasure "wherein 
is excess." Wine may be consider­
ed as a representative of worldly 
joys and pleasures. The Christian 
should abstain from the alcoholic 
beverages, and also from aU those 
sources of pleasure of which it is the 
representative, and shonld find aU 
his delight in God. In order to do 
this he must " B e filled •with the 
Spirit." 

What is it to be fiUed - with the 
Spirit ? 

One may have the Spfrit and be a 
trne disciple oi Christ, and yet not 
be in the possession of this fulness. 
The apostles had a measure of the 
Spfrit sufficient to enable them to 
cast out devils, when first sent forth 

•by the Master. And, moreover, 
thefr names were written in heaven, 
as the children of God. But they 
vere not fiUed "with the Spirit untU 
the day of Pentecost. Then " they 
were aU filled with the Holy Ghost." 
A measure of the Spirit is given to 
sinners for their aw^en ing , to "con­
rince them of sin, of righteousness, 
and of judgment." A greater meas­
ure of the same Spfrit is given to 
those who believe on Christ, as the 
seal or witness of their justification 
and adoption into the family of God. 
"The Spirit itself beareth witness 
with our Spirit that we are the 
chUdren of God," etc.—Rom. viu, 16. 
There is, however, a more advanced 
state of reUgions experience than 
this to be attained,>wherein we may 
"be fiUed •with tbe Spirit," yea. 

" with aU the fulness of God." I t is 
one thing to have the •witness or 
testimony of the Spirit as to our 
justified relation before God, and 
quite another thing to be so fiUed 
with the Spfrit as to be perfectly 
conformed to the divine image— 
made "perfect and entire, wanting 
nothing." 

Now is it an unmistakable evi­
dence of being fiUed with the Spirit 
becanse one is blessed at times with 
a high degree of reUgious ecstasy ? 
or so wrought npon by dirine influ­
ence as to produce marked physical 
demonstrations ? These things may 
and often do accompany the experi­
ence of a merely justified souL Such 
an one may "rejoice •with joy un­
speakable and fuU of glory." We 
should beware of substituting a high 
degree of ecstasy for the indweUing 
fulness of the Spfrit. 

To be filled 'with the Spirit is first 
to be emptied of seH—cleansed 
from all carnality. The carnal mind 
•with its affections and lusls must be 
destroyed before we can receive the 
indwelling fulness of God. We 
mnst first be delivered " from the 
corruption that is in the world 
through lust," before we can be 
" made partakers of the divine na­
ture."—1 Pet. i, 4. God promises 
first to cleanse us " from all filthi­
ness," and then to put his Spirit 
within ns. — Ezek. xxxvi, 26, 28. 
The temple must be purified before 
Jehovah wiU take up his- abode 
therein. And " this is the will ot 
God even your sanctification." The 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleans­
eth US from aU sin," and the heart 
thus cleansed, becomes " a habita­
tion of God through the Spfrit." 

To be filled •with the Spirit is to 
possess all the iruits and graces of 
the Spirit unmixed •with the works 
ofthe flesh. There is a state of ex­
perience in which the heart is con­
scious of internal warfare. " T h e 
flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and 
the Spirit against the flesh," etc. 
Sin does not mle in tbe heart but it 
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exists and antagonizes the work of 
the Spirit. The fraits of the Spirit 
also exist in that heart, but their 
development is retarded by the op­
position of the camal mind. Now 
tobe fllled with the Spirit is to have 
this warfare ended by a complete 
destruction of the inward foes, so 
that the entire territory of the soul 
is occupied by the Holy Spfrit whose 
fruit then grows in full perfection, 
and whose work is then carried for­
ward withont antagonism. 

" The fruit of the Spfrit ia love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temper­
ance."—Gal. V, 19-20. He who is 
fiUed vrith the Spirit 'wiU possess 
and manifest aU these graces with­
out a single temper, disposition or 
affection contrary thereto. Such an 
one •will love the Lord •with aU his 
heart, soul, mind and strength, and 
his neighbor as himself. • He will re­
joice evermore; yea, even in trial 
he can say with Paul, " As sorrow­
ful, yet always rejoicing." The 
peace of God which passeth all un­
derstanding keeps his heart and 
miiid through Christ Jesus. He 
hath that love which " suffereth long 
and is kind." He •will abound in 
goodness and benevolence toward 
aU men. He wiU be unswerving 
and uncompromising in his fidelity 
to God and man. And he •will be 
characterized by that temperance 
which consists in a complete mastery 
over the appetites and passions — in 
keeping the body in complete sub­
jection to the Spfrit. 

This fulness of the Spirit gives 
perfect spfritual freedom. " Against 
such there is no law." ' ' Where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty." 
" The law of the Spirit of Ufe in 
Christ Jesus (makes) free from the 
law of sin and death." 

" Thy loving Spirit Lord alone. 
Can lead me forth, and make me free; 

The bondage break in which I groan, 
Aud set my heart at liberty.'*^ 

To be filled 'with the Spirit is to 
be "deUvered from the bondage of 

corruption into the glorious liberty 
of the sons of God." Blessed privi-. 
lege of all who beUeve in Christ. 

Moreover this fulness of the Spirit 
always imparts a high degree ot 
spfritual illumination and of spiritu­
al power. The Master's disciples 
were dull as to. their apprehension 
of spiritual things while he was 
with them. But he said-unto them, 
" When he, the Spirit of truth is 
come, he shall guide you into all 
truth." " He shaU teach you all 
things, and shall bring all things to 
your remembrance, whatsoever I 
have said unto you." John, in writ­
ing to those who had received this 
unction of the Holy One, says, 
'•' The same anointing teaeheth you 
of all things," etc. This unction of 
the Spirit gives us our perceptions 
of Divine things. 

And so this enduement of the 
Spirit makes one " strong in God 
and in the power of his might." Pre­
vious to the day of Pentecost the 
disciples were full of those weak­
nesses which would necessarUy be 
a barrier to success in the work to 
which they were called. But Jesus 
said unto them^ " Y e shall receive 
power after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you." And how remark­
ably was this fulfilled at Pentecost. 
After they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost thei-e were no spiritual 
weakUngs among them. Tbey all 
had poWer •with God and power 
•with men. How wonderful the rt'-
sults of their first .day's work for 
the Master after they were filled 
with the Spiri t! " The same day 
there were added unto them about 
three thousand sonls." If we would 
be strong and efficient for the work 
of God we must " b e filled with the 
Spirit." 

And now, brethren, " Have ye re­
ceived the Holy Ghost since ye be­
lieved ?" Have you received the 
anointing of the Spirit—the sancti­
fying, enlightening, energizing bap­
tism from on bigh ? Have you this 
fulness of the Spirit, this freedom 
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from sin, this conformity to the di­
vine likeness, this glorious liberty, 
this divine Ulumination, this special 
gift of power ? If so, give dUigence 
to retain it. " If we live in the 
Spirit let us also walk in the Spirit." 
But if you have it not, rest not •with­
out it. Tarry at Jerusalem for a 
Pentecostal baptism. " Cleanse 
yonrselves from all filthiness of the 
flesh and Spirit." Consecrate all 
your being to God, and tarry in the 
exercise of faith until the heavenly 
fire shall descend and consume the 
sacrifice. Then shaU ye " be filled 
withthe Spirit," yea, "fiUed with 
all the fulness of God." Amen. 

—^Ex-President Woolsey of Yale 
College read a paper at a gathering 
of clergymen in New Haven, Conn., 
last Monday on the Greek words 
nion and aionios, on the interpreta­
tion of which depends the doctrine 
ofthe duration of future punishment 
and reward; the point in" question 
being whether the words mean 
•" epoch " or " etemity." He held 
that tbe words refer to an unending 
future Ufe of happiness or misery. 
And no unprejudiced reader of the 
Bible, whether a scholar Uke Presi­
dent Woolsey or not, can r e ^ the 
book through •without coming to the 
same conclusion. The book is a 
faUure, a snare, and no revelation, 
if this be not the design of its in­
structions. 

—In order to grow in grace, we 
mnst be much alone. I t is not in 
society—even christian society— 
that the soul grows most vigorously. 
In one single quiet hour of prayer it 
wiU often make more progress than 
in days of company -with others. I t 
is in the desert that the dew falls 
freshest, and the air is purest.—H. 
Bonar. 

—ShaU we wait untU we have 
right feelings toward God before 
we begin to pray to him ? ShaU 
we not rather hasten to pray for right 
feelings.—Exchange. 

HOLINESS A N D SUFFERING. 

BY BBV. •WM. I-KLL. 

" Bat the God Of all grace, who hath called ns 
nnto hia etemal glory hy Christ Jeaus, after that ye 
have suffered awliile, make yon perfect, stablish, 
strengthen, settle yon."—I Pet. v, 10. 

1. The call relates to the glory 
that shall be revealed in us at the 
"appearing of Jesus Christ,*' and 
which we are to participate in, and 
enjoy throngh the eternal ages to 
come, " That in the ages to come he 
might show the exceeding riches of 
his grace, in his kindness toward^ us, 
through Christ Jesus." But pi-eri-
ous to this caU, we are " called to be 
saints," which implies holiness, and 
this is the etemal qualification for an 
entrance into the kingdom of ever­
lasting glory. God is eternally, un­
changeably and absolutely holy, and 
to dwell where he is we must neces­
sarily be like him. " A n d every 
one who has this hope in him, puri­
fieth himself even as he (God) is 
pure." 

2. HoUness is the universal and 
supreme law of God's moral uni­
verse, and the command to be holy 
is peremptory, and is eiyoined up­
on all God's moral and responsible 
creatures, and precludes aU argu­
ment, all reasoning or excuse. What­
ever God commands, let men and 
angels obey. There is no alterna­
tive, man must be holy or suffer the 
etemal consequences. God's laws 
are as immutably fixed as his eter­
nal throne. The purity of God's 
law must be maintained and honor­
ed, and he who is holy, honors God 
and his law, and exalts, magnifies 
the atoning blood of Christ. 

The foundation that sustains the 
everlasting throne of God and his 
moral government, is estabUshed in 
t rath and. righteousness. " T h y 
throne, O God, is forever and ever : 
a sceptre of righteousness is the 
sceptre of thy kingdom. Thou hast 
loved righteousness and hated ini­
quity, therefore God, even thy God 
hath anointed thee with the oil of 
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gladness above thy fellows."—^Heb. 
I, 8-9. 

But the snffering is a very impor­
tant part. The suffering, the cruci­
ble, the furnace and the cross al­
ways precede the glory. " After 
that ye have suffered awhile, make 
you perfect, stablish, strengthen, 
settle you," The text clearly im­
plies that we are in the disciplinary 
school of Christ, and that " the way 
to glory is through tribulation 
deep." " Many," says the Psalmist, 
" are the afflictions of the righteous, 
but the Lord deUvereth them out of 
them all." The great and ulti­
mate design of Christ's coming into 
the world, was to rescue men from 
endless suffering and fit them for an 
eternal state of felicity. In order to 
accomplish this glorious object, it 
was necessary that Jesus should 
" tas te death for every man," and 
suffer, " the just for the unjust." 
Man's case being a desperate one, 
it required a desperate remedy to 
meet tbat case, bin has struck its 
roots so deep into man's moral and 
physical nature, that it has entirely 
vitiated his whole being, and ren­
dered him unfit for the service and 
enjoyment of his Maker. Man's 
natnre is in vital antagonism to 
God's holy law. " I t is enmity 
against God: for it is not subject to 
the law of God, neither indeed can 
be." 

2. These fallen principles are the 
very elements of snffering, and a, 
failure in having them removed from 
the heart, must necessarily render 
the soul miserable and •wretched for­
ever. Sin is the cause of suffering, 
and " the sting of death is sin," and 
when the cause or the sting is ex­
tracted from the heart, temporary 
or physical pain •will ensue - whUe 
the seeds of disease and death re­
main in the body, but the eternal 
consequences will cease. Suffering 
is the common lot of aU mankind, 
and especially the chUdren of God. 
The apostle says, " W e both labor 
and suffer reproach because we trust 

in the living God." I t is one eri­
dence of our sonship and our hefr-; 
ship to the bright world above, 
hence the apostle says, " If children 
then hefrs, heirs of God and joint 
heirs with Jesns Christ ; if so be 
that we suffer with him that we 
may be also glorified together. For 
I reckon that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which 
shall be revealed in us." — Rom. 
vin, 18. 

—^The soul is being prepared in 
this world for joy, or sorrow in the 
next. Which shaU it be ? 

—I believe in an infinite God and 
an infinite atonement, infinite love 
and infinite mercy; an everlasting 
covenant ordered in all things and 
sure, of whieh the substance and the 
reality is an infinite Christ. Christ 
is a l l ; Christ is unspeakable, the 
unspeakable gift of God. Hold to 
that, or you •will not thank God as 
you ought. 

—Let us give our attention to 
the chief things—the glory of God, 
the winning of souls for Jesus, and 
our own salvation. There are fools 
enough in the world, and there can 
be no need, that Christian men 
should swell the number. Go on-
with your plowing, John, and I wUl 
go on with my preaching, and in due 
season we shall reap if we faint not. 

—I have found in all experience 
that in every temptation the victory 
much depends on resisting the first 
onset. To reason for a moment is 
dangerous. Is the object or grati­
fication forbidden ? That is enough, 
if we truly love the Lord our God. 
But when we deliberate, we throw 
ourselves into the arms of Satan. 
Neither ought consequences to be 
considered. God will see to them; 
better suffer any thing than His 
fro^wn. O may I ever walk by this 
rule, and live to please my God 
alone.— William Carvosso. 
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ECCLESIASTICAL AMUSE­
MENTS A N D MONEY-MAKING. 

BY KEV. E. P . MAEVIN. 

-'Then tbe Church sat down at her ease and said, 
•I am rich and in goods increased; 

1 have need of nothing and naught to do, 
Bnt to laugh and dance and feast;' 

And the slf World heard her, and laughed in 

And mockingly said aside, 
-The churdi haa fallen, the beauUfnl Chnrch, 

And her ebame is her boast and pride. ' ' ' 

As we come to the annual period 
of multiplied chnrch entertainments, 
such as fairs, festivals, concerts, tab­
leaux, and amateur theatricals, I 
wish to utter some words of testi­
mony to God's professed people, 
<)oncerning these methods of winning 
the heart and purse of the world: 

1. These methods of raising 
money for the Lord are all contrary 
to the precepts and examples of His 
Word, and therefore they cannot 
please Him. 

The simple method of free-will of­
ferings alone is approved and all 
other methods are -rirtuaUy con­
demned. (Study Ex. xxxv. 5, 21, 
29 ; 2, Cor, chapters 8 and 9 ; Luke 
vi. 35 ; and Matt, x, 8.) What if 
Moses had instituted a grand carnival 
or bazaar to draw the surrounding 
heathen into his camp, and get 

• means to build the Tabernacle ? Blow 
would it comport •with the character 
of the early Christians, to read in 
one of Paul 's epistles a suggestion 
that the saints at Corinth get up 
some amateur theatricals or Isthmian 
games, to raise money for the poor 
saints at Jerusalem ; or an exhorta­
tion to Lydia to stir up the godly 
women of PhiUppi, to get up a grand 
fafr, festival, or baby show, -with all 
our latest modem devices ? 

Man's method may procure more 
money, but God's way will procure 
the greater blessing. 

2. These unblest devices are 
belittUng, contemptible, and some­
times positively dishonest. I t is 
almost a shame to even speak ofthem 
in detail. Wha t shall we say, whs^t 
would the Master say of a be^vy 

vain and bedizened young ladies, 
fascinating and cornering susceptible 
young men, to sell them commodities 
above value and which they did not 
want ? What of the many derices 
like grab-bag, fish pond and ring-
cake and raffle, involving the gamb­
ling principle ? What of the church 
of God peddling out small wares and 
fun to the world to replenish her 
treasury ! 

How belittling to the Church, 
how dishonoring to God, and how 
contemptible in the eyes of the 
world ? 

Said an infidel to me: " I think 
your God must be in great need of 
money by the tricks the churches 
practice to get it for Him." Many 
of the pious grieve over these things 
and hangs their heads for shame. 
Even those who aid and attend 
these performances cannot well ap­
prove them. Why have they not 
conscience and courage enongh to 
•witness against them ? No intelUgent 
Christian can ask God's blessing 
npon such practices, nor expect it 
to rest npon money so procured. 
Says The Christ ian:" The primitive 
churches had thefr " agapsB," or 
"feasts of charity," or love, where 
social intercourse of a strictly re­
ligious character was enjoyed by the 
disciples of the Lord. Instead of 
these ancient and pious festivals, we 
are now accustomed to a class of 
social gatherings of an entirely dif­
ferent character, which are inaugur­
ated and perpetuated for the special 
object of obtaining money. Con­
cerning them a writer remarks as 
fellows: 

'At almost every street corner for 
the last few days we are haUed 
with ' Don't you want a ticket to 
the ^festival ? ' When church 
members are truly converted to God, 
and have religion that goes pocket-
deep,there will be no need of caUing 
in the flirts and fops and loafers of 
the to^wn to dicker over rag doUs 
and india-rubber babies, and other 
tomfooleries, to raise money " for 
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the support of the gospel." If 
churches cannot live •without dis­
honoring the Lord, then let them die 
decently and speedily, and wben 
such cumberers of the ground are 
cut down, there may be room for 
other trees that wiU bear good fruit. 
And if ministers of the gospel can­
not be supported without resorting 
to such means to obtain a livelihood, 
let them go into worldly business 
with their blackslidden churches, 
and leave thefr room for meu whom 
God has really sent to preach his 
Word. The commissioned messen­
gers of Almighty God, sent to warn 
a slumbering world of approaching 
judgment, will not be dependent 
upon such sources for their support. 

This whole system of supporting 
reUgious worship by the sale of 
gimcracks and the giving of enter­
tainments is a fraud. A reUgion 
that cannot be sustained without 
such devices is not worth sustaining, 
and the ministry which is dependent 
for its support on this sort of 
"backsheesh" begged from the 
votaries of the word, the flesh and 
the devU, is a disgrace to the gospel 
which it professes to proclaim.' " 

When the blood-bought Church 
of God, with all her store of wealth, 
resorts to snch miserable shifts to 
get help from the world, what must 
worldlings, with their lavish outlay 
for the pleasures of sin, think of the 
value of our salvation ? Rev. R. M. 
Patterson, D. D., of Philadelphia, a 
remarkably observant and intelligent 
pastor, says: 

" One particularly disgraceful 
phase of that general inconsistency 
of the Christian life which is so 
harmful to the progress of Christ's 
cause, may be noted—the growing 
disposition to administer churches 
as if it was a part of their mission to 
provide entertainment for the people. 
Fairs, concerts, comical lectures, 
oyster suppers, tuming the dedica­
ted house of worship into a place of 
hUarious amusement, are fearfully 
demoralizing to the reUgious life. * 

They despiritualize the peoplej 
merge the high sense of obligation 
into pleasure seeking ; blot out that 
line of demarkation between the 
church and world, which cannot be 
destroyed •without debasing the one 
and affording rare comfort to the 
other in its sins. The piety of 
congregations which tolerate such 
things has lost the high old Puritan 
type. They are full of weaklings, 
with itching ears and sensual 
stomachs, who measure a church by 
its amusement-producing capacity. 
In the end no congregation gains hy 
having them." 

3. These methods abate the 
spiritof Gospel benevolence in the 
church and bring it under bondage 
to the world. They foster the 
worldly spirit of self-indulgence, 
instead of the Christian spirit of self-
denial as designed by the institution 
of alms-giving They are tricks of 
traffic with the Lord and devices by 
which to give him ." what costs us 
nothing." If men cannot be per­
suaded to give to the Lord, " hoping 
for nothing again," in the spirit of 
wUling and cheerful benevolence, 
we have the best reason to beUeve 
that He does not want them to give 

Luke vi., 35 ; 2 Cor. ix. i ; at all. 
Matt. X., 8. 

The Sunday-School T%mes waxes 
satirical, and with good cause, ia 
speaking of the modem Sunday-
School drama and church fair: 

"And now, brethren, let us get up 
a supper, and eat ourselves rich," 
said a witty Presbyterian elder, in 
satire on the church-fair plan, when 
his church was proposing indirect 
methods of raising money for new 
and necessary expenditures. " Bay 
your food," he said, " then give 
it to the church. Then go buy it 
again. Then eat it up and your 
church debt is paid." 

If that is the best way of getting 
all hands to contribute to a good 
cause, by aU means let it be intro­
duced into the churches for every 
Snnday service, Jns t think of it I 
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The deacons or the vestrymen pass­
ing around the boxes on Sunday, 
morning ; at the same time they 
offer to serve refreshments to all 
who give liberaUy. The pastor at 
his desk repeats appropriate sen­
tences meantime. For example: 
Pastor : "Give, and it shall be given 
nnto yon." Deacon (reaching ont 
the contribution-box to a stranger in 
the congregation): " a plate of ice­
cream goes , to every person who 
contributes twenty-five cents or 
more. Can you help us this morn­
mg ? " P a s t o r : "There is that 
scattereth and yet increaseth." 
Deacon (to the father of a family): 
"A bag of peanuts goes to each child 
who contributes not less than five 
cents : lemonade to the father. Let 
all take hold today . We need the 
money." That is the church-fair 
idea! If it works well in one 
place, why not in another ? If it is 
the way of promoting God's • cause 
on week-day evenings, why not 
make it available for the Same cause 
Sundays ? 

Can there be any doubt as to the 
folly of this double-faced, indirect 
method of trying to raise money for 
the Lord's cause, in contrast with 
straightforward, honest appeal to 
men to give their substance to Him 

'on whom they depend ILT aU things? 
These methods are especially de­

signed to draw money from the 
purses of "outsiders," and thus spare 
"insiders," but we should remember 
that the world, the flesh, and the 
devU, claim a mortgage on all in­
stitutions which they help to support. 
We should not expect Satan to help 
pay for the weapons with which 
we assaU him, nor aUow the house 
of God to be divided against itself. 
The world expects its stock to vote 
in a church as well as in a railroad 
corporation. If we beg of the world 
to help us support the Church we 
must allow the world a measure of 
control in it. Besides, it would 
greatly promote the spiritnality and 
usefulness of many churches if their I 

vain and showy extravagances were 
curtailed. Better be wiihout silver 
or gold, with apostolic power, than 
as we are. If the Master were here 
we might well expect Him to cut 
short, with a whip of smaU cords, 
some of our methods of supporting 
these extravagances. 

To be concluded. 

BIBLE FACTS. 

The leamed Prince of Granada, 
hefr to the Spanish throne, imprison­
ed by order of the crown for fear he 
should aspire to the throne,- was 
kept in solitary confinement in the 
old prison at the place of Skulls, 
Madrid. After 33 years in this Uv­
ing tomb, death came to his release 
and the following remarkable re­
searches taken from the Bible, and 
marked •with an old naU on the 
rough walls of his cell, told how the 
brain sought employment through 
the many years: 

In the Bible the word. Lord, is 
found 2,853 times,the word,Jehovah, 
6,855 times, and, reverend, but once, 
and that in the Oth, verse of the 
11th Psalm. The 8th verse of the 
117th Psalm is the middle verse of 
tbe Bible. The 9th verse of the 8th 
chapter of Esther is the longest 
verse; 35th verse, of the 11th chap-; 
ter of St. John is the shortest. In 
the 107th Psalm four verses are 
alike—the 8th, 15th, 2l8t, and 31st. 
Each verse of the 135th Psalm ends 
aUke. No name or words with 
more than six syllables are found in 
the Bible. The 37th chapter of 
Isaiah and the 19th chapter of 2nd 
Kings are alike. The word, " girl," 
occurs but once in the Bible, and 
that in the third verse and third 
chapter of JoeL There are found in 
both books of the Bible 3,585,483 
letters, 773,693 words, 31,373 verses, 
1,179 chapters, and 69 books. 

• - • ^ 

—There is no such thing as being 
proud before man, and humble be­
fore God. 
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A CHRISTIAN OF T H E PERIOD. 

BY KBV. C. B. KBBT. 

Webster's definition of the word 
Christian is as foUo^ws : "A pious 
person of the Christian faith." The 
common acceptation of the term is a 
beUever in Christ. "They were 
called Christians first at Antioch." 
Those that foUowed Jesus, professed 
faith in him. In a theological sense, 
a Christian is one who really beUeves 
the Gospel, imbibes the spirit, is 
influenced by the grace, and is 
obedient to the will of Christ. 

A real Christian is one whose 
understanding is enUghtened by 
divine grace ; who is convinced of 
the depravity of his own nature ; 
who sees his own inabiUty to help 
himself ; who is taught to behold 
God as the chief good, the Lord 
Jesus as the only way to obtain 
felicity, and that the Holy Spirit 
is the grand agent in applying the 
blessings of the Gospel to his soul. 
His heart is renovated, and in­
clined to revere, honor, worship, 
trust in, and Uve to God. His af­
fections are elevated above the world 
and centre in God alone. He em­
braces Him as his portion, loves Him 
supremely, and is zealous in the 
defence and support of his cause. 
His temper is regulated; his powers 
roused to vigorous action ; his 
thoughts spiritual, and his general 
deportment amiable and uniform. In 
fine, the true Christian character 
exceeds all others as mnch as the 
meridian sun out-shines the feeble 
light of the glow worm. 

In order to become a Christian, 
one must cease to be a sinner. There 
are religious sinners, but no Chris­
tian sinners. He must cease to do 
e^ril, and lesim to do well ; he -'must 
be born again. In order to this, 
there mnst be Gospel repentance. 
" R e p e n t ye and be convert­
ed." " L e t the wicked forsake his 
way and the nnrighteous man his 
thoughts : and let him return into 

the Lord who wiU have mercy, and 
to our God who wUl abundantly 
pardon." Isaiah xv, 8. He must have 
Gospel faith. " Por by grace are ye 
saved through faith ; ahd that not of 
yourselves ;it is the gift of God." We 
can safely say that this faith must 
be of abet ter character than that of 
the devils, for they believe and 
tremble. I t must excel the faith of the 
heathen, and he is required to " be­
lieve that God is, aud that He is a 
rewarder of all such as diligently 
seek him." A faith not like tbat 
which the apostles themselves had 
while Christ was yet upon the earth. 
What then is the nature of this 
faitb, that we must have ? "Chris­
tian faith is, then, not only an assent 
to the whole Gospel of Christ, but 
also a full reliance on the blood of 
Chris t ; a trust in the merits of his 
life, death, resurrection ; a reliance 
upon him as our atonement and onr 
life, as given f o r its, and living in us. 
I t is a sure confidence which a man 
hath in God, that through the merits 
of Christ, his sins are forgiven, and 
he is reconciled to thefa^vor ofGod, 
and, in consequence thereof, a clos­
ing with him, and cleaving to him 
as our " •wisdom, righteousness 
sanctification, and redemption ;" or 
in one word, our salvation. 

When this kind of faith is exer­
cised, then we are born of God, and 
in the lowest sense of the term 
become a Christian. Bnt from this 
we are to grow unto perfection." 
and, blessed be God, it (Christian 
perfection,) can be reached in this 
life, God does not mock his little 
ones by promising them, or com­
mending them to attain unto that 
which is impossible to attain to. 

Does the Christian of the period 
come up to this standard ? Then 
let us- add the practical godly life 
that is required to maintain this con­
dition ; the self-denial; the dead­
ness to the world ; the " abstaining 
from every appearance of evil ;" the 
" chaste conversation ;" the keeping 
all the Commandments of God ; the 

• « « -
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being not unequally yoked together 
with unbeUevers ; the cleansing 
ourselves from all filthiness of the 
flesh and spir i t : the modest ap-
pearel, " Not with broidered hair, 
nor gold or pearls, nor costly array," 
on the one hand; and the holy zeal, 
the " doing good to all men, the toil­
ing in the vineyard, being instant in 
season and outof season," the acting 
as thongh we believed God's Word, 
that men "are in danger of hell fire," 
on the other. Does the Christian of 
the period correspond to this ? The 
Christian of the period has not re­
pented ; he has not believed. "How 
can ye believe who receive honor one 
of another ? He does but little else; 
he has not been bom again. "He 
that is bom of God doth not conlmit 
sin." He says, " I sin every day in 
thought, word, and / deed." The 
deril cannot beat that. 

He is not going on unto perfec­
tion. He does not believe in the 
doctrine at aU. The Christian of 
the period belongs to that class of 
persons styled by our Saviour, 
" Pharisees," " hypocrites,'' "blind 
guides," "evil beasts," "deceivers 
and being deceived." They •will 
stand withont the door, saying, 
"Lord, Lord, open unto us : have 
we not prophesied in thy name, and 
in thy name done many wonderful 
works ?" 

It will be to the Christian of. the 
period that he will say, "Depart ye 
cursed hito everlasting fire; I know 
ye not; I never knew you." The 
Lord help us, reader, you and me, 
to be Christians indeed—Israelites 
in whom there is no guile. 

—O, what a mystery is the love 
of Christ I How sweet a bouquet! 
How deUcious a wine ! Lord thou 
hast rarished me with thy love ! 
Death is now sweet to me ; and eter­
nity affords me a most blessed and 
glorious hope. O, what has God 
done for me ! Holy Lord, accept of 
my heartiest praise, and the most 
perfect love I at present can give. 

B R I N G JESUS MORE I N T O 
T H E HOME. 

The Uttle loving charities of daily 
life preach loudly for him who went 
about doing good. Bring Jesns into 
your home and your circumstances 
more than you have hitherto done. 
Things do not go on well in your 
household, perhaps, nor in yonr cfr­
cumstances, either. Yon wonder 
why it is. Wonder not. It is be­
cause you bring the Lord so little 
into them. How can it be otherwise, 
when you are not cast upon Him in 
all that pertains to you ? Change 
your plans. Bring Jesus more into 
home, and plans, and duties, and 
circumstances. Live not on as you 
have done, realizing his presence so 
Uttle. 

The name of Jesus is no mere fancy. 
He is a reality. He is a bosom 
friend, a tender physician, a loving 
Father, a gracious Saviour, a very 
present helper. Oh, make him so 
to you. Live not outside of these 
pleasant relationships. How strange­
ly will all things change then ! How 
you wiU be lifted up above things 
that once fretted you and hung 
heavily upon your mind .L How 
little wUl appear the ihings which 
men are struggling after and panting 
for around you ! Yon will riae 
above them into a new element. 
Try it. Bring Jesus more into 
everything. Tell him everything. 
Make him your constant friend and 
companion. Make him a reaUty. 
Only then will you begin to know 
him as you should. Only then •wiU 
the unutterable preciousness of 
Jesus begin to unfold itself in your 
heart.— ^ e Christian. 

—Christ is the "light of men;" the 
Father's love streams upon us from 
the face of Christ; he is at once the 
exhaustless fountain of grace, and 
the very embodiment of God's love; 
and really to beUeve tfais is, to 
have a peace which the world can 
neither give nor take away. 
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K N O W THYSELF. 

BY BEV. B. E. JONES. 

" What man knoweth the things of a man, save 
the spirit of man which is in him."—1 Cor. il, 11. 

"&amlne yonrselves, whether ye bc in tbe 
faith ; prove your own selves."—9 Cor. Trill, 5. 

Lord, teach me to know myself! 
" Unveil my inner man, that I may 
see myself as seen by thee." Help 
me to criticaUy examine my own 
beart and see if there is any evil 
•way in me. I know there is danger 
amid the hurry, the bustle, the ex­
citement of worldly business and of 
earthly cares, of forgetting spiritual 
and eternal things, and of impercep­
tibly sliding away into a state of in­
difference concerning my spiritual 
condition. 

Lord, thou knoweth I would not 
be self-deceived. I would "avoid 
the rocks upon which so many 
wreck," and live wholly to thy 
glory. What is my relation to God ? 

1. Have I heen born again f 
" VerUy, verUy, I say unto thee, 

except a man be born again, he can­
not see the kingdom of God."—Jno. 
iu, 3. These are the words of Je­
sus, and are full of meaning. " Hear, 
O my soul, and consider, and in­
cline thine ear; for he is thy Lord." 

He plainly tells thee that unless 
thou art born again, spiritually 
quickened, "changed from sin to 
righteousness," thou canst not be 
saved. Good desires, purposes and 
resolutions are not sufficient; these 
are but the fruits of true repentance. 
The heart must be changed, old 
things must pass away, and all 
things must become new. Nothing 
•will answer b u t a ' n e w creation." 
" If any man be in Christ he is a 
new creature." Hast thou, O my 
sonl, " passed from death unto life ?" 
Have the chains of sin been' riven 
and thy freedom proclaimed ? Yes, 
thank God, the Son has made me 
free. Sin has no more dominion 
over me, I was once blind, but 
now I see; dead, but now I live. I 
am a new creature, thank God. 

'* From sin, the guiit, the power, the pain. 
He does my soul redeem. 

In Jesns I believe, and dare 
Believe myself in Um." 

2. Have I the witness of the 
i p i r i t ? 

" The Spirit of God beareth wit­
ness with our spirit, that we are the 
children of God."—Rom. viii, 16. 
The Saviour says, " I am come a 
Ught into the world, that whosoever 
beUeveth on me shonld not abide in 
darkness."—Jno, xii, 46. 

God does not intend that his 
chUdren shaU walk in darkness, and 
be annoyed with doubts and fears 
all thefr days. " He that believeth 
on the Son of God hath the witness 
in himself"—1 Jno. v, 10. He does 
not conclude he is a Christian be­
cause Dr. A. pronounces him such, 
or because his Ufe compares favora­
bly with professing Christians 
around him, but he has an " inward 
impression whereby the Spirit of 
God directly witnesseth to his 
spirit that he is a chUd of God." 
He knows bis sins are forgiven, and 
the peace of God fills his heart. 
" Because ye are sons, God hath 
sent forth the Spirit of his Son into 
your hearts crying, Abba, Father." 
How is it, does the blessed Spirit 
witness thy present salvation? Is 
thy sonship secured ? Yes, as soon 
I believed I was " sealed with that 
Holy Spirit of promise, which is the 
earnest of onr inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased poss­
ession, uuto the praise of his glory." 
—Eph. i, 13-14. 

3. Am I wholly sanctified to God? 
" The very God of peace sancti­

fy yon whol ly ."—1 Thes. v, 23. 
Thus eamestiy does the devoted 
Apostle pray that the"xhurch may 
be adorned as a bride for his Lord. 
Thus, when I sanctify myself exclu­
sively to the divine •wUl, does the 
Holy Spirit separate guilt from my 
conscience, sin from my soul, mak­
ing me a habitation of God. 

This, O my soul, is what God re­
qufres of thee. HoUness! With­
out which thou canst not see God. 
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A m I p u r e in his • s igh t ? D o I en­
ter ta in a wish , a desfre, a t h o u g h t 
offensive t o G o d ? I s m y peace 
" d i s tu rbed b y wor ld ly care or ambi ­
t ion ?" D o e s a n y u n h o l y t emper , 
" a n y t h i n g c o n t r a r y t o love ," Hwell 
in my h e a r t ? L o r d , I w o u l d n o t 
be deceived. 

Le t m e k n o w m y hear t . I wou ld 
not keep b a c k a n y p a r t of t h e pr ice . 
I wUl no t suffer t h e wor ld t o s teal 
m y affections f rom thee . I would 
not res t whi le a n y " roo t of b i t te r ­
ness " r ema ins in m y h e a r t t o sp r ing 
up and t roub le me . I do p luck ou t 
the " r i g h t e y e , " a n d cu t off t h e 
" r i g h t h a n d " t h a t offends, a n d in 
all t h i n g s t h o u has t t h e pre-emi­
nence. G l o r y b e t o G o d I Spfrit , 
soul a n d b o d y ; t ime t a l en t and a l l 
are th ine , O Lord , forever. 

" I am thine, blessed Jesns, all thine ; 
The witness thon givest to me ; 

The death that I die is to siu. 
The life that I live is to thee." 

—^Perhaps you h a v e seen some 
one all m a r k e d a n d sca r red b y 
disease, w h o was once beaut i fu l , b u t 
never can b e so aga in . T h a t is w h a t 
sin m a k e s of us. Of some sins you 
can see t h e u g l y t races. T e m p e r 
wrinkles t h e face and m a k e s i t 
unlovely. D r u n k e n n e s s leaves foul 
and unmis t akab le m a r k s . B u t we 
have ve ry d i m eyes a n d a re ap t t o 
deceive ourselves , and often w h a t is 
very loa thsome in God ' s s ight , looks 
well e n o u g h in ours . Only remem­
ber he is neve r deceived, and to h im 
there is j u s t one u g l y t h i n g in t h e 
world, a n d t h a t is sin; a n d j u s t one 
beaut i fu l t h i n g , and t h a t is goodness . 

— " A con ten ted m i n d is a cont inual 
feast ." D r . H o w e has weU sa id : " J 
took h i m to be t h e t r u l y rich m a n 
t h a t l ives upon w h a t h e h a s , owes 
no th ing , a n d is c o n t e n t e d ; for 
there is n o d e t e r m i n a t e sum of 
money, no r q u a n t i t y of es ta te , t h a t 
can m a k e a rich man , since no man 
is t r u l y rich t h a t has n o t so m u c h 
as perfect ly sa t ia ted his desire . 
Desfre of more is w a n t , a n d wan t is 
p o v e r t y . " 

FAITH. 

Lord, teach me bow to trust in Thee, 
And how lesB onbelieving be I 
To place on thine unerring care 
Those most I love—and leave them there . 

For Faith is not a mere belief 
That thou canst aid in bittei grief. 
0 no I far greater blessings. Lord, 
Are promised in thy gracious Word. 

'Tis grasping Thee, when all are gone; 
'Tis viewing Thee, when quite alone ; 
'Tis pUlowing on thine unseen arm. 
Supported there and free from harm. 

'Tis calm assurance " All is well I" 
Though how, or where, I cannot teU! 
'Tis barkening when no voice I hear ; 
'Tis smiling, thoagh I weep and fear 

'Tis living in thy bUssful sight. 
Where'er I breathe,.by day or night ; 
'Tis drinking in thy tender Love, 
From all below and all above. 

'Tie deep remorse, yet grateful song ; 
'Tis utter weakness yet so strong ! 
'Tis cleansing in thy blood each stain. 
And knowing Pardon, Peace again. 

'Tis patting on the Garment White, 
Preparing for the bliasfnl sight 
Of that rejoicing glorions feast. 
Which saints •wiU share from great to least. 

It's stepping light though hardened sore; 
It's hating sin yet more and more ; 
It's fighting hard and yet at rest; 
It's broken-hearted and yet blest ! 

It's loving with unuttered love. 
Though hard the heart and slow to move; 
It's laboring thoagh it seems BO small, 
1 count it laboring not all. 

It's telling thee my every thought. 
And finding all I ever sought; 
Step after step through Ufe's long walk 
In aweet companionship and talk. 

It's joining in the angels' praise. 
Uplifting high my eager gaze. 
Finding that Love, that inward Peace, 
The witness of the soul's release. 

It's reaching now the glorions end I 
And resting with my bosom Friend; 
Faitb grasps hia hand, the Lord doth come 
I fold my tem—I've reached my Home ! 

Fulfilled Word. 
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EDITORIAL. 

'i 

UPEIGHT. 
God made man upright, both 

physically and morally. He retains 
his physical form; but in moral in­
tegrity he is wanting. The natural 
man leans towards the earth. He 
looks to it for his treasures and his 
happiness. " The first man is of the 
earth, earthy."—! Cor. xv, 47. 

When one is* converted he is 
straightened up. The first conimand 
to the convicted Saul was, "Arise." 
The fundamental Christian grace, 
whicli underUes all others, is integ-
ritv- He who becomes a Christian, 
becomes thoroughly honest. One 
look at Jesus made Zaccheus cry out, 
"Behold, Lord, the half of my goods 
I give to the poor ; and if I have tak­
en anything from" any man by false 
accusation, I restore him fourfold."— 
Lnke six, 8. Yet it is not probable 
that he had ever heard a sermon on 
restitution. A new heart is an up­
right heart. I t is integrity to the 
bottom. 

An upright man hates sin and 
avoids it. Of Job it is said, he "was 
a perfect and an upright man, one 
tha t feareth God and escheweth eril." 
—Job i, 8. An upright man always 
has a plain path before him. He 
is on the road to Heaven, whieh is 
dfrect and straight. I t has no crooks 
nor turns. " The highway of the up­
right is to depart from evil: he that 
keepeth his way preserveth his soul." 
—^Prov. xvi, 17. God is upright. "The 
Lord is upright: he is my rock, and 
there is no unrighteousness in Iiini." 
—Ps. xeu, 15. When a man is made 
a partaker of the divine nature, he is 
completely upright. He leans not to 
the right hand nor to the left. He can 
be depended on in any emergency. A 
pillar that stands erect can bear a 
great amount of pressure. Bht if it 
leans it is liable to fall. A few years 
since a t Albion, N. T., a crowd stood 
on the iron bridge over the canal to 

see a man walk a rope. The bridge 
feU and several were drowned. In 
the investigation that foUowed, it was' 
ascertained that the supports of the 
bridge were out of the perpendicular 
just a little and this caused it to fall. 
A man who has an inclination to evil, 
is in danger of giving way under the 
pressure of strong temptation. We 
need to be sanctified so fully that 
there is no tendency to sin ot any 
kind. Then are We thoroughly up­
right. Then the probability is that 
we shaU stand amid all the storms ot 
Ufe. The tower of Pisa is the wonder 
of ages—not because it leans—but be­
cause, leaning, it does not faU. There 
is none other like it in, the world. 
There are so few professed Christians 
who get thoroughly straightened up, 
that the wonder is, uot that so many 
Jail, but that any stand. 

Look in upon the preachers of the 
town. One is smoking his cigar, 
another reading amorous novels, 
another playing croquet. If they are 
not fallen afready, they are leaning 
terribly! I never like to pitch my 
tent at camp meeting for a week, un­
der a leaning tree. The larger it is, 
the more dangerous it is. Keep on 
the upper side of leaning trees how­
ever stately. A preacher on his way 
to the pit, especiaUy if eloquent and 
attractive, has a-wonderful power to 
draw others along with him. Then 
choose for .your spiritual guides none 
but upright men. 

But it is not enough to be made up­
right, we must have a care that we 
walk uprightly. I t wUl not do to 
lean to any •wrong even from so good 
a motive as to promote the cause of 
Christ. A Masonic preacher, of ne­
cessity, plays one part in the pulpit 
and another in the lodge. He may 
unite with the worldly to gain influ­
ence ; but instead of liis bringing 
them up, they drag him down. We 
must not fraternize with even formal­
ists who strive to be right outwardly 
while •wrong at heart. Even so strong 
a disciple and sô  great an apostle as 
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Peter was once caught by this device 
of the devil. At Antioch, a Gentile 
city, he lived in closest Christian fel­
lowship with the GentUe converts and 
"did eat with them." But when 
some Je^wish Christians came from 
Jerusalem, he, for fear they would 
blame iiim, withdrew from the com­
pany of the GentUes. But Paul re­
proved him before them all when he 
"saw that they walked not uprightly 
according to the t ruth of-the Gospel." 
-Ga l . ii. 11, 14. The truth of the 
Gospel is the truth ivhich the Gospel 
requfres. I t does not aUow of dissim­
ulation in any degree, or for any pur­
pose. 

Preachers who play any tricks to 
obtain a congregation, do not walk 
uprightly. Sometimes they wUl give 
out an appointment for some one to 
preach whom they think the people 
would Uke to hear, when they know 
that the probabUity is that he -wiU 
ndt be present. How can they expect 
to proflt-a congregation •which they 
have drawn together by deception. 

The Bible contains many precious 
promises for those who walk up­
rightly. 

1. They are safe. " He that walk­
eth uprightly walketh surely : but he 
that perverteth his ways shall be 
known —Prov. x, 9. He who does 
nothing to be detected is in no dan­
ger of detection. 

2. The Lord protects them. The 
Lord "layeth up sound wisdom for 
the righteous, he is a buckler to them 
that walk uprightly." —Prov. u, 7. 
The buckler was a great shield which 
covered and protected the whole 
body in battle. He who has the Lord 
for his buckler has a perfect defense 
against his enemies. 

3. They have the promise of every 
needed blessing. " Por the Lord God 
is a sun and shield : the Lord •wiU 
give grace and glory : no good thing 
•wUl he withhold from them that walk 
uprightly."—Ps. Ixxxiv, 11. 

4. They are assured of final salva­

tion. " Whoso walketh uprightly 
shaU be saved; but he that is per-
,verse in his ways shall fall at once," 
—Prov. xxviu, 18. 

See to it then beloved, that you 
walk uprightly. If you faU to do it 
the remedy is at hand. Ask the Lord 
to enable you to lay aside at once and 
forever, aU guile. There is for yon 
enough of divine grace to take the 
last vestige of sin from your heart. 
The great want of the church to-day 
is not members or wealth but Ciiris­
tians indeed in whom there is no 
guUe. 

To walk uprightly does not require 
either talent or education. It needs 
only the fulness of grace. This every 
one may have. Be in earnest then to 
come to the Lord for wisdom and 
faith, and purity and courage to ena­
ble you to walk uprightly before him 
all the days of your life. 

TAXES. 
An effort is being made to tax 

church property. AU property be­
longing to a church wfiich is not used 
for religious purposes should pay tax­
es the same as if it belonged to an in­
dividual. But ehurch edifices should 
not be taxed' any more than Court 
Houses for the following, among oth­
er, reasons : 

1. They aid • in preserving pubUo 
order. Church-going people are not, 
as a class, disorderly people. Fre­
quenters of saloons give the police 
far more trouble ; and the paupers and 
the criminals that come from them 
cost tax-payers far more than do fre­
quenters of churches. The taxes that 
would be raised from the churches, 
could not be laid out in any way in 
which they would contribute as much 
toward preserving good order as the 
churches do. However churches 
may differ they aU agree in educating 
the people to habits of good order 
and sobriety. 

3. Churches are biiUt by taxes which 
the more benevolent of the eommuni-
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ty impose upon themselves for the 
good of others as well as themselves. 
There is no reason or justice in the 
demand which those who are opposed 
to churches make to have them taxed. 

3. Churches engaged in thefr prop­
er work cannot pay taxes. They 
make no money. Thefr support comes 
from voluntary contributions. 

4. To tax churches, whUe it would 
impose needless burdens on many, 
wonld reUeve none. I t would not 
make the taxes any Ughter on other 
property. We have examined the re­
ports of the ComptroUer of the State 
of New "Xork, and we flnd that the 
more doUars there are to tax, the 
higher is the rate of taxation on a 
dollar. This may seem singular but 
so it is. The more money there is 
kno^wn to be in a house, the greater 
is the danger of its being robbed. So 
the more property there is to be tax­
ed the greater is the temptation to 
scheming poUticians to devise plans of 
robbing the people under the form of 
taxes. If New York had not had its 
miUions of taxable property, it would 
not have had its Tweed. 

5. If tax-payers would be reUeved, 
let them outlaw the sale of intoxicat­
ing Uquors. Stop Ucensing the sale 
of lager beer and whiskey. The nse 
of these beverages of hell is .weU 
known to be the cause of three-
fourths of the crimes and of two-
thirds of file pauperism of this coun­
try. Notonly do aU religious, and 
moral and domestic considerations, 
but worldly-wise, poUtical considera­
tions demand that this traffic shall be 
stopped. "Wherever the experiment 
has been tried it ha* proved a success. 

A Pennsylvania paper says: " I n 
Potter County, in this State, in which 
no Ucenses to seU Uquor have .been 
granted since 1852, fourteen out of 
twenty-six townships leried no poor 
tax whatever for the year 1879. The 
jail is empty the greater part of the 
time. The cost of boarding prisoners 
for 1879 was |61.36, and the common­

wealth court costs for the same year 
were $448.67." 

He, then, who would make taxes 
Ughter, had better direct his energies 
towards stopping the Uquor traffic 
than towards repealing the laws 
whioh exempt churches from taxa­
tion. 

MEETINGS. 
We attended a General Quarterly 

Meeting at Albion, New York, the 
4th of February. The church is in a 
prosperous condition and a number 
have been converted under the labors 
of the pastor, Rev. W. T. Hogg. 

The foUowing Sabbath we held a 
Quarterly Meeting at Buffalo. A good 
re^vival is in progress under the labors 
of the pastor, Rev. Wm. Jackson. 
There have been some clear and prom­
ising conversions. On Tuesday morn­
ing wo took the train for home. Abont 
ten minutes after our train left the 
depot, the immense bmlding, four 
hundred feet long, feU in. Four per­
sons were instantly killed. As four 
or flve different roads run their trains 
into that depot, it seems truly won­
derful that so few were kiUed. An 
out-going train of the Lake Shore 
Road stood in the depot, but as it 
was close to one side, the faUing roof 
arched over it so that no one on the 
train was seriously injured. 

The immediate eause of the acci­
dent was the weight of melting snow 
on the roof. But the buUding was 
old and some partitions in it had re­
cently been taken out. 

On Friday, accompanied by Mrs. 
Roberts, we took the train for Pitts­
burg which we should have reached 
that evening. But at Sharon, Pa., 
we were stopped by the flood, the 
water being in some places four feet 
deep over the tracks. The next morn­
ing we liired a carriage to take us 
twenty miles over the hUls to New 
Castle. Here we took another rail­
road and reached Pittsburg about 
seven o'clock in the evening, and 
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Braddocks, t e n miles d i s tan t , t h e 
place for ho ld ing our mee t ing a t 
about half p a s t eight. 

On S a b b a t h m o r n i n g we enjoyed a 
good Love Feas t , after which we 
preached inorning a n d evening. 
There was in t h e evening a good con­
gregation a n d good a t t en t ion , b u t 
none came forward as seekers of sal­
vation. Our society he r e h a s n o 
preacher, a n d t h e y enjoy t h e singu­
lar experience of h a r i n g larger con­
gregations a t t h e p r a y e r meet ings 
than t h e y do a t p reach ing services 
where t h e y h a v e a regrnlar pastor . In 
these p r aye r meet ings some h a v e re­
cently been converted. 

TOBACCO POISON. 
T h a t tobacco is a n act ive poison is 

as clearly demons t r a t ed as a n y fact 
of science. B u t i t does no t ge t t h e 
credit for t h e t h o u s a n d t h p a r t of t h e 
harm t h a t i t does. 

A young marr ied couple h a d a beau­
tiful in fan t son. H e was t h e pr ide of 
his pa ren t s . T h e fa ther especially 
was del ighted wi th his child. B u t 
the father was a g rea t smoker. H e 
would, w i th his p ipe in his m o u t h , ca­
ress t he child from d a y to day. He 
kept the room filled wi th smoke. I t 

•was winter a n d t h e poor chUd seldom 
got a n y p u r e a i r t o b rea the . T h e 
chUd, a p p a r e n t l y s t rong a n d hea l thy , 
soon s ickened a n d died. 

The s t r icken p a r e n t s were, after a 
while, comforted •with ano the r . H e 
too in a shor t t ime shared t h e same 
fate. An observing ne ighbor said, af­
ter this second be reavement t o t h e 
steicken father, " You m a y t l u n k h a r d 
of me for say ing ii , b u t it is m y opin­
ion t h a t you kiUed those ehUdren 
with your tobacco. If you •wish t o 
raise a n y children, you m u s t q n i t 
smoking especially in t h e honse ." He 
took t h e advice, a n d af terward t h e y 
raised several cluldren. 

A father c a n n o t use tobacco freely 
•without b i s in iqui ty be ing visited u p ­
on his children. 

T h e , pape r s give a n account of a 
case of poisoning from tobacco wh ich 
occurred la te ly in a s u b u r b of Par i s . 
T h e victim, a m a n in t h e p r ime of 
life, h a d been c leaning his p ipe w i t h 
a clasp knife ; wi th th is h e accidenta l ­
ly cu t one of his fingers subsequent ly , 
b u t a s . the w o u n d was of a t r ivial na­
tu re h e pa id no heed to it. F ive or 
six hour s later, however, t h e cu t fin­
ger grew painful and became m u e h 
swol len; t h e inf lammation rap id ly 
spread to t h e a rm a n d shoulder, t h e 
p a t i e n t suffering such in tense p a i n 
t h a t h e Was obUged to be t ake liim­
self to bed. Medical aasistance was 
called, a n d ord inary remedies proved 
ineffectual. T h e sick man , quest ion­
ed as t o t h e m a n n e r in which h e out 
hunself, explained t h e use to wh ieh 
t h e pocket-knife h a d been appUed, 
a d d i n g t h a t h e h a d omi t t ed to •wipe 
i t after c leaning t h e pipe. T h e case 
was now unders tood, a n d t h e pa t i en t ' s 
s t a te becoming a l a rmiog h e was con­
veyed to t h e hospi tal . The re doctors 
decided a m p u t a t i o n of t h e a r m to b e 
t h e only hope of saving t h e pa t i en t ' s 
life a n d th i s was immedia te ly done . 

B E R E F T . 
I t h a s been m y sad d u t y t o forward 

t o m y father, Rev. B. T. Roberts , tel­
egrams a n n o u n c i n g t h e dangerous 
illness a n d d e a t h of his father. Rev. 
T i t u s Rober ts , who died a t h is h o m e 
in Gowanda, New York, on t h e m o m ­
ing of t h e 22d of F e b r u a r y . 

This sad news came jus t as T H E 
EABJf EST CHRISTXAK is r e a d y t o go t o 
press. W e liave n o par t icu la rs of lus 
sickness a n d d e a t h ; of wh ich more 
•WiU a p p e a r in t he next issue. 

I t m a y b e pe rmi t t ed me, however, 
a s one of t h e g randchUdren to wr i te 
briefly of h im. 

My grandfa ther ' s house was a fav­
ori te place •with me to visit. I was 
a lways sure of a cordial welcome from 
g r a n d f a t h e r a n d g randmothe r . I 
never h a d been long in t h e bouse, 
t hough , before g randfa the r would 
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say, " H o w is i t ? Have you given 
y o u r h e a r t t o Chr is t 1 Are y o u serv­
ing h im ?" a n d t h e n such a n earnes t 
a n d affectionate appea l t o me t o de­
te rmine to serve God a t all haza rds . 
T h e n a t family prayers suoh a fervent 
p r aye r wotild -ascend t o God for t h e 
salvat ion of all h is grandchi ldren . 
H e neve r failed t o exhor t each one 
to seek aft«r God a n d give our h e a r t s 
t o h i m . 

He impressed me from m y earUest 
chUdhood as a m a n of God, whose 
bnsiness i t was t o Uve for God. H e 
ever walked in view of e t e m i t y . H e 
was ou t spoken i n defense of h i s p r in ­
ciples a n d beUef, a n d was a cons tan t 
worker for t h e salvat ion of souls. 
U n t u wi th in a few years, since ill-
h e a l t h eame u p o n him, h e was a con­
s t a n t a t t e n d a n t upon aU t h e services 
o f t h e church. W e always expected 
t o be in-vited t o go t o prayer -mee t ing 
•with h im, and , moreover, t o be asked 
to p r a y a n d speak after we were 
there . The re was no escaping h i s di­
rec t appeals . 

My g r a n d m o t h e r a n d m y father a r e 
t h e only ones of his own famUy to 
sur r ive h im. Of h i m i t m a y be t ru ly 
said. His chUdren's cluldren call h im 
blessed. BBNSOIT H . B O B B R T S . 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

LOVE FEAST. 
JOSEPH T W I S E R , J B , — I rejoice in 0od 

the Father, through our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ, that I am thoroughly estab­
lished in faith and love. I love God and 
aU mankind to-day, and the earnest deaire 
of my heart is, that all men may be saved 
from sin. I am in a land of troubles and 
ca^s , persecutions and snares, but Jesus 
is •with me. I have many cares npon mfe, 
but I rejoice, knowing that all who wUl 

live godly in Christ Jesns, shall suffer 
persecution. Brethren, I do rejoice in tri-
bolBtions, because I know when God 
places great tribulations upon me, he bas 
great love for me. " Whom the Lord 
lovetb, he chasteneth," This is my joy. 

The Lord chasteneth me, that I may con 
tinue in his grace. I have trusted in liim 
long enough to know that Ms wiU is the 
best, and I am now entirely subject to his 
•will. As far as the help of man is con­
cemed, I am alone in this country. Jesus 
is the only friend I can really claim in 
this land to-day. I can safely say to-day, 
let cares, trials, and various tribulations 
come, Jesus is for me, and who can be 
against me ^ Bretbren, I am growing in 
the knowledge of Jesus every day. I am 
saved fro'm sin. Pray for me. 

EVA L . CHAPMjiN.—Glory to God ! Glo­
ry I Glory ! My soul is fuU of glory ! Six 
years ago the 19th day of next March, 
God in his mercy saved me from my sins. 
Shortly after, under preaching and by 
reading God's holy Word, I was convicted 
for the blessing of holiness, and after 
weeks of struggle and study, received it. 
I lived and enjoyed it for about three 
years, but through neglect of duty and 
murmurings against God, got into the 
dark ; and when I got back to God I did 
not congecr&te fully enough to receive 
the second blessing, and so have been 
living religion at the halves, absorbed in 
the cares, perplexities and trials of this 
life, bnt, glory to God ! I have made a new 
consecration. I •will live for God now let 
eome wbat may. I know God is able to 
keep me and I wiU trust him every day. 
O! pilgrims of the royal stripe, pray for 
me that I be " diligent in business, fer­
vent in spirit, serving the Lord," Glory 
be to God ! It is now midnight bnt my 
soul is full of glory, it is betterthan slum­
ber; i t i s rest to the body, food for the 
hungry soul, and peace for the aching 
heart, bless God! I will be true to my 
trust, faithful to my Captain, and meekly 
foUow the blessed Master. O may God 
let new light on us day by day and give 
new grace to walk therein, is my prayer. 
PUgrims, are there any of us who feel 
like compromising? Qod help! I s e e 
some, even Free Methodist ministers' 
Tvives, with a silk kerchief on for a tie 
and a ruffle or two on their cluldren. If 
one raffle is no harm, more is not; and if 
more is harm, oue is. 


