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CHRISTIAN CITIZENS. 

BY EEV. B. T. BOBEKTS. 

Whenever the directions of the 
Bible have been conscientiously 
obeyed, the best results, in even this 
life, have uniformly followed. Of 
the millions who have undertaken 
to obey its teacbings,'a few, wearied 
with its restraints, or led captive by 
the world,,have thrown off allegi­
ance to its authority. Yet oi these 
we have never known, or been in­
formed of one who claimed that he 
had been led astray by the Bible. 
Surely that cannot be a false Ught 
which invariably guides storm-
tossed ships safely into the harbor. 
The medicine which makes the 
patient better, whatever the disease, 
ought not to be rejected until a 
more effectnal one is found as a 
substitute. I t is not wise to throw 
away a chart which has guided 
others in safety over unknown aeas, 
nntil we are certain that we have 
obtained a better. 

The Bible lays down principles 
for the government of man in every 
possible relation of life. I t has 
much to say of nations. "Righteous­
ness exalteth a nation, but sin is 
a reproach to any people."—Prov. 

xiv, 34. The seven nations were 
cut off from t h e . land of Canaan 
becanse of their abominations. 
They were destroyed in consequence 
of their corruptions—for the same 
reason that Babylon and Egyp t and 
Troy perished. Infidels might as 
well cavil at the destmction of the 
latter aa of the former. I t was 
equally severe; brought- about in 
the same way—by hnman agency ; 
and the direction of the same Provi­
dence that presides over nations, 
rewarding the righteous and punish­
ing the wicked. Te t even Gibbon 
does not bring np the fall of the 
the Roman Erupire as an argument 
against the inspiration of the Bible. 

The heavy burdens which Govern­
ments impose upon the people are 
occasioned, for the most part, by 
wars, by official corruption and by 
the crimes of individuals. In some 
countries industry is almost whoUy 
crushed out by the exactions of the 
Government. In thia conntry, 
where the Government is professed­
ly by the people, and for the people, 
we hazard the conjecture that one 
half the ne t profits of the farmers, 
the great producing claaa of the 
conntry, is now paid, in one form or 
other,'a8 taxes to the Government. 
We think it eould be shown that 
fuUy thr'ee-fonrths of these taxes are 
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occasioned by wars and by the sale 
of spirituous liquors. 

A war is an expensive, and un­
christian mode of settling a dispute. 
A dispute between nations ahould 
l)e settled, if possible, by a mutual 
wUlingness to do right and to make 
.'dl needed concessions. If the 
parties cannot agree, then they 
should choose arbitrators and abide 
iiy tbeir decision. Every Chris­
tian Churcli should bear its protest, 
and use its influence against war. 

Our wars against our Indians are 
a disgrace to the civilization of the 
age. W e make treaties with them. 
concede to them the exclusive right 
to reservations of land of which 
they were the original proprietore ; 
white outlaws invade their territory 
and encroach upon their rights— 
the poor savages attempt a defence, 
and, instead of punishing the out­
laws, we send an army against fhe 
Indians to drive them from their soil 
and reduce them to submission. I t 
is estimated that it costs the Govern­
ment, that is the people of the 
United States, one million of dollars 
fbr every Indian they ki l l ! That 
these Indian wars result wholly from 
our fault' and mismanagement is de­
monstrated by the experience of our 
neighbors in Canada, in .dealing 
with the same class of people. The 
Canadian Government treats its 
Indians fairly, and they have no 
Indian wars. 

Our civil war, witb ^he" occasion 
for it, the heavy load it has laid up­
on the people for years to come, and 
the general demoralization which 
has resulted, would all have been 
avoided had the advice been follow­

ed which Elihu Burritt and other 
Christians gave about fifty years 
ago. They urged that, as the whole 
nation was, in a measure, responsible 
for the existence of slavery, therefore 
all should assist in bearing the bur­
den of its removal. They, advocated 
a gradual emancipation with a fair 
compensation for the slaves within a 
period, which, though brief, would 
have given the opportunity to edu­
cate the slaves for the duties of free­
men. I t was proposed to meet the 
expense by the proceeds arising from 
the sale of public lani's. But this 
plan met with no favor. I t was op­
posed quite as stoutly by the relig­
ious teachers as byany other class of 
people. Yet that it would have 
been mucb better than the alterna­
tive we were cOmpeUed to adopt 
there can be no doubt. 

A people that acknowledge no 
higher law than force, can be gov­
erned only by force. In a Govern­
ment among those who do not re­
spect the principles of righteousness, 
liberty will be short-lived. From un­
punished fraud to force, the step is 
short and sure to be taken. The love 
of right must be, in the body of tbe 
people, stronger than^the love of 
party, or the Republic wUl be ended. 
I t s forms may be preserved, in a 
measure, as were those ofthe Roman 
republic, under the Csesars, but the 
spirit of Uberty will have fled. 

W e should, then, study our Bible, 
to learn the principles, by which we 
should govern our conduct as citi­
zens. I t is important to us, and to 
the cause of Christ, that we aet 
rigbt in this important matter. In 
the Theocratic republic, the only 



T 
CHRISTIAN CITIZENS. 39 

oivil government that God ever 
personally estabUshed on earth,the di­
rection was given: " T h o u shaltpro-
-vide, out of all people, able men, 
such aa fear God, men of truth, ha­
t ing covetouaness; and place such 
•over them, and let them judge the 
people." "Judges and officers, shalt 
thou make thee in all thy ga tes ; 
and'they shall judge the people with 
jnst judgment ." 

Every Christian should act. on thia 
principle, in choosing civil rulers. 
As long as the professed followera of 
Christ wiU choose, from two bad or 
incompetent men, who are nomina­
ted for any office, the politicians -will 
eee, that they have bad and incompe­
tent men to choose from. As long as 
corrupt men can secure the votes of 
good men, they will manage to get 
themselves nominated. 

Some maintain that Christians 
ought never to vote. They base 
this opinion upon the saying of our 
Lord. " My kingdom is not of this 
world; if my kingdom were of this 
world, then wonld my servants fight 
that I should not be delivered to the 
Jews, but now is m j kingdom not 
from hence."—John xviu, 36. But 
this passage does not prove that a 
•Christian can take no part in civil' 
affafrs. To vote is not to fight. ; I t 
is the way to prevent fighting. As 
long as men differ in judgment there 
are two obvious modes of settling 
such differences of judgments as 
m a y arise—by reason and by force. 
When argument is exhausted, then 
an expression of opinion of the 
the parties interested—that is a vote 
in some form—decides the matter. So 
that in order to put an end to fight­

ing, the servants of Christ should 
vote. Wi th thia construction of 
our Lord's worda agrees the di­
rection of the Apostle : " Only let 
your conversation be aa it becometh 
the gospel of Christ."—Phil, i, 27. 
That is in the original, " Do your 
duty as a citizen as becometh the 
Gospel of Christ." This does not 
require that a Christian should be, 
on the one hand, a politician, or an 
office-seeker ; or on the other, that 
he should be indifferent to tbe wel­
fare of the public. He should take 
an active interest in whatever in­
volves the well-being of his neigh­
bors, and should always act 
conscientiously on the side of the 
right. He should exert his influ­
ence as a citizen, in a proper 
manner, to prevent the sanction of 
law being given to anything 
which is an abomination in the 
sight of the Lord. I t ia a great 
neglect of dnty for Christians 
to stand aside and allow Irish and 
German whiskey and beer sellers and 
drinkers to administer the civil affafrs 
of our great cities. If aUowed to go 
on, they will, of course, soon assume 
control of the States, and then of the 
National Government. As long as 
Christians divide up into opposite 
parties of about equal numbers, the 
sons of Belial, acting together, and 
going to whichever party wUl con­
cede most to their demands, though 
a minority -will carry the day. In 
the State ot New York, although 
there are, it is estimated about one 
milUon one hundred and fifty thou­
sand chnrch members, yet a few 
thousand liquor dealers succeed in 
securing legal license and toleration 
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for a traffic which kills more, and 
costs more than the bloodiest war. 

If Christ has set you free, then 
atand forth in this freedom. Allow 
no party ties to bind you to any 
hoary beaded or any youthfid wrong 
but keep yourself perfectly free to 
stand on the side of God and of right 
on every queation in which duty calls 
you to act. Consnlt—not the organs 
of the party with which you may 
have acted, but the oracles of God, 
to ascertain your duty. When that 
is settled as God would have it set­
tled, then go to Him for -wisdom 
and courage to do your duty faith­
fuUy as a citizen in all the varied 
relations of life. T H T WOED IS A 

LAMP UNTO MT FEET, AKD A LIGHT 
UNTO MT PA-TH.—^Ps. Cxix, 105. 

SPIBITUAL DKSIEES.—Unsatiable 
desfres in temporal things, make a 
poor man in spiritual things ; a right 
Christian is rich in ontward things 
only, when Ue is contented with 
what he bath. That man hath noth­
ing of heavenly things, that thirsteth 
not after more. Worldly desires al­
ways leave ns empty; either we do 
not get what we covet, or else we 
are not satisfied with what we g e t ; 
bu t he that thirsteth after heavenly 
things is always filled, and the more 
he receives, the more he desfres. 

Sincere desires -wiU bring the rich-
eat and choicest mercies that God 
can give! W h a t a glorious improve­
ment we might make of this affec­
tion, if we did but divert the streams 
and t u m them heavenward. How 
many exceUent mercies lie around, 
and only want this tide to bring 
them in. W h y then do I let my de­
sirea run out in -waste ? I bu t make 
myself poor, in thfrsting after more 
of the world, and more of the crea­
tures ; whereas I inight be rich, if I 
would but earneatly desfre more of 
grace, and more of Chriat. 

J O Y A N D SORROW. 

As there is a sad mfrth, so there ia 
a joyful mourning ; look upon the 
voluptuous man ; however laughter 
may appear in his face, yet sadness 
ever centres in his heart : his car­
nal delights are not only vain, but 
vexing. Whilst the banquet lasts, 
the sensualist sings, but when the 
reckoning comes, his spfrits sink, 
his burning candle presently goes 
out in a snuff, his shining sun in­
stantly sets in a watery cloud. 
Solomon gives us the sum of it thus: 
" E v e n La laughter the heart ia 
sorrowful, and the end of that mirth 
is heaviness." 

But now come to the penitential 
person ; as his tears are the joy of 
angels, so they are the joy of his 
heart, and the solace of his soul : 
the Salter his tears, the sweeter his 
comforts ; the deeper his sighs, the 
fuUer his joy : the beams of conso­
lation always shine into this house 
of mourning, so that his soul is in a 
travail with a Barnabas, and his 
labora bring forth the fruita of 
peaoe : insomuch, that I may tmly 
say :—" To mourn for sin, is to 
weep for joy." These pure and 
pleasant streams of consolation, that 
flow and run in those crystal rivers 
of etemal pleasure, at God'a right 
hand, come from a weeping spring. 
W h y tben is the mouth of -wicked­
ness opened against the way of 
holiness? As if grace were the 
Calvary to entomb j o y s ; and im­
piety the very womb to bring forth 
felicity : but if experience may be 
heard, my soul hath felt both, and I 
find such damps of spfrit in worldy 
pleasures, and such refreshing of 
soul in the depth of godly sorrow, 
that I shaU esteem one drop of such 
spfritual joy, better than an ocean_,of 
thefr carnal mirth. 

I t would tire the handa [of an 
angel to write down aU theJIpardons 
tbat God bestows upon t rue^eni tent 
believers.—Bates. 
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E X P E R I E N C E . 

B T N. J . TAFT. 

The wonderfuUy radical change 
which I have recently met -with is 
leading me to cry aloud, write 
abroad, and spare not as never be­
fore. My past Christian experience 
never gave me the satisfaction and 
soul rest which I believed many 
othera enjoyed, simply becanse of 
my unfaithfulness. But there came 
a time, viz : the first ofthe year 1879, 
when I determined, by the help ot 
Ood, I would cut loose and Uve a 
consistent Christian life. Because 
of disobedience in the past, I was 
led of the Spirit forthwith to make 
wrongs right, which was very humili­
at ing to the old earnal nature. Bless­
ed be the Lord for the convicting 
Spirit which le i me to the perform­
ance of this duty. In a number of 
instances I had to make confession 
and restitution which brought the 
power and the glory. I was very 
thorough in this matter, both in pri­
vate and public. I wish to say, all 
to the glory of our Saviour, I was 
then and there filled -with the Holy 
Ghost, which enabled me to stand 
out with boldness and declare the 
mighty power of God to save to the 
uttermost. My first duty then was 
to labor -with one whom I could then 
see, bnt not distinctly before, was 
altogether wrong and out of the 
way. This stiiTed the enemy and 
brought persecution under the press­
ure of which I backed down, crushed 
entirely. I need not now state wbat 
followed, I have decided to leave 
that all with the blessed Lord, who 
eareth for his own and promises to 
avenge his own, that cry unto him 
day and night. But you may ask 

. the question, why back down then ? 
I acknowledge my sin. I lived in a 
backslidden state for some seven 
months, when last October I resolv­
ed that I would return unto the 
Lord, and I did in earnest, realizing 
as fully my lost condition I believe 

as is possible. My prayer to God is 
that the backsUdden all about ua 
might become thus pungently con­
victed, then we should see a mighty 
stir in earth. The Lord has fully 
restored unto me the joys of his sal­
vation, settled and fixed my waver­
ing mind, established my goings and 
given me the baptism which abideth. 
AU glory to his precions name ! I 
have learned, as never before, the 
value of secret prayer, which is 
my stronghold. 

T H E SOUL'S HAPPINESS.—'Where 
tby happiness lieth, there thy por­
tion lieth : if thou place thy felicity 
in a poor, empty creature ; if with 
Judas the spirit run so low, that 
thou canst be content only to keep 
the bag ; or -with Reuben, for some 
worldly convenience, to quarter on 
this side of Jo rdan ; why then, un­
worthy soul, take that which ia thine 
own, and go thy -way. If thou wilt 
be put off with a breath of honor, a 
blaze of pleasure, a snare of riches, 
or a parcel of vanity, why then go 
take thy fill : look for no more from 
God. Thou seest thy a l l ; when thou 
goest from hence, then farewell all. 
In the meanwhile remember this, 
that when the breath shall be expir­
ed, the blaze extinct, and the soul 
forever ensnared, then thy etemity 
sball -be spent in bewailing thy folly. 
Bnt now, O precious soul !'if thou 
place thy felicity in the highest ex­
cellency, thy portion lies in the chief­
est good : If it be thy happiness 
always to behold the beauty of God's 
fa-^e, it shall be thy portion, forever, 
to behold the beauty of God's pres­
ence. Lord ! let the worldling then 
be sent away -with some poor world­
ly trifle; for my part, since thou hast 
made me capable of such heavenly 
excellencies, I desire never to be pu't 
off with transitory vanities : my hap­
piness lies only in thyself, therefore, 
whatever I enjoy beside thyself, I 
will take it as a blessing but not aa 
my portion. 
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EARNESTNESS. 

BY MES. n . CATTON. 

When we see pei'sons deeply in 
earnest in anything they have to do, 
we think they are the ones that wil 
be likely to succeed. Perseverance 
overcomes obstacles, that at times, 
appear to be insurmountable. If at 
the outset ofour running the Chris­
tian race, we could see all we should 
have to contend with before we 
reached the end, we might fear that 
we shonld be overcome in the way; 
but we are permitted to see only so 
fw" as it is best for us to see. 

A soul, that is really in earnest to 
escape from the " City of Destruc­
tion," will not be easily hindered. 
He will, like Bunyan's Pilgrim, put 
his fingers in his ears, look neither 
t o t h e right nor the left, but run, 
crying "Li fe ! life ! eternal life." 

A desire " to flee from the wrath 
to come," will crowd out all other 
desires; and it will be e^'ident that 
he is in earnest, by his avoiding and 
putting from him everything that is 
displeasing to God, and seeking to 
do all that God requires. . 

"When tbis earnest desire is upper­
most in his mind he will not be mov­
ed from his purpose, by persecution, 
trial, suffering, losses or crosses. He 
win " count ail things but loss, so 
that he may. but win Christ, and be 
found ia him," when he . shall come 
to call his ransomed ones home. 

Leaving others, whom he cannot 
persuade to go witb him,to do as they 
will, he wiU so "figbt the fight of 
faith," as to be a victor in every con­
flict, and at last gain the skies, and 
join in the chorus—" Unto him that 
loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood, and hath made 
us kings and priests un ta God and 
his Father ; to Him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. Amen." 

—Believers have a Ufe that death 
can never tonch,—Bomaine. 

P E R F O R M T H E DOING OF I T . 

BY AUSTIN Q. HAGERMAN. 

I t is easy to wish to do good, but 
to translate tbe wishes into works, 
is not so cheap and light a task. . Of 
course, as far as the mere wishing 
goes, it is praiseworthy to wish to 
do " deeds of love " and " acts of 
kindness ; bnt if the matter stops 
there it is abortive and worthless. 
I t seems courteous, and has a rather 
benevolent look to say to a needy 
one, " Be ye warmed and filled ? " 
but when nothing is given for the 
warming and fiUing. " What doth 
it profit ? " St. James aptly and 
truly asks the question, and the 
honest answer of each heai't must be 
that such do-nothing kindness profits 
neither the speaker nor hearer of the 
soft flimsy words of idle well-wish­
ing. 

The Church at Corinth had been 
wilUng for a year to help the needy 
saints at Jerusalem. St. Paul said 
to them, " Now therefore perform 
the doing of it, that, as there was a 
readiness to will, so there may be a 
performance also out of that which 
ye have."—2 Cor. viii, 11.. 

This sentence embodies a great 
principle. Idle planning alone 
never made a " fortune," or per­
formed a charity, or saved a soul. Ir­
resolute wishing to be better never 
corrected a single bad habit. 

A readiness to will is all very well 
if there is a performance also. 
Christian faith may plan large 
things, but there must be patient 
labor and steadfast toil in perform­
ing. Fai th and works must go to­
gether like the breatliing of the 
lungs and tbe pulsation of the heart. 
There must be so many heart-throbs 
to every full breath, or there will be 
impairment of health and loss of 
strength. The body needs fresh 
blood as well as fresh air. I t is not 
enough for us to merely pant after 
hoUness; we must have our 
" fruit unto holiness," or we shall b e 
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empty vines and barren fig-trees, fit 
for the fire only. The sounding 
sham and vain show of a religion 
that wishes and gushes with loud 
professions when it ought to work 
and suffer with dutiful performance, 
such a frijitless religion will make 
tbe ebnrches barren wastes, and wUl 
spread the blight of nnbelief. 

Perhaps you are planning many 
good actions for the coniing year. 
Now therefore perform the doing of 
them. Look to Christ Jesus for 
help and inspiration. Consider his 
example and ponder his precepts. 
According to ybur heart-capacity to 
receive the in working grace ofGod, 
so work and bestow, and be a bless­
ing to hufrianity. Do what you can. 
H there be first a willing mind it is 
" accepted according to what a man 
hath, not according to that he hath 
not." Wishes will count for noth­
ing nnless there is an effort to make 
them real works in proportion to 
your power. The willing mind is 
accepted according to what ye have. 
To " h a v e " much and do little is 
evil. Have many loving plans and 
perform the doing of them. "Your 
labor is not in vain in the Lord."-

Gon's SUNBEAMS.—The brightness 
of the morning sunbeams shows us 
the dust in a neglected, ill-kept room, 
and God's messages to us in sickness 
are like his sunbeams : they throw a 
bright light upon the sins that we 
have tried to hide away in the cor­
ners of our hearts. 

There ia nothing like staying in 
God's light if we want to keep our 
hearts clean ; it is only the wicked 
who love darkness rather than light, 
and we are told why :" because their 
deeds are evU." 

—A short race, a rough pilgrim­
age, a dangerous voyage, a fierce 
combat, a hard day's work ; and 
then a glorious prize, a happy end, 
a good home, a complete victory, 
and an eternal reward; fear not, the 
end crowns the whole. 

THE VICTORT. 

BT m s . A., S. HOBHIS. 

Help me, dear Lord, to coneeciate 
Myeelf, my all to Thee, 

And prostrate fall at Thy dear feet j 
"Thine only now to fie. 

My heart and mind, my life, my all 
To Thee, O Lord, I giye, 

Since Thon has bonght theni with Tby blood; 
Thine own. Lord, now receive. 

Then shall my days be crowned with peace. 
My nights with praise be filled. 

And eelf be swallowed np in Christ— 
Oh, glorious -rictoo' • 

MAKE I T PLAIN. 

On the sixteenth day after the 
battle of Gettysburg, I entered the 
room where a young wounded 
colonel was apparently near to 
death. As I entered he was ronsed 
from his stupor, and beckoned me to 
his bedside, and threw his feeble 
arms around my neck. 

" Oh, my father, how glad I am to 
see you ! I was afraid you wonld 
not come till it was too late. I am 
too feeble to say mueh, though I 
have a great many things to say to 
yon ; yon must do all the talking. 
Tell me all about dear mother and 
sister." 

I soon preceived by -the appear­
ance- o t those in the honse that there 
was no hope entertained of his re-
covei-y. But as I could no longer 
endure the agony of suspense, I at 
last inquired of the doctor, " Doc­
tor, what do yon think of my son's 
case ? 

"Ent i re ly hopeless," 
" But is there nothing more 

can be done to save bim ?" 
" No, sir. Everything that 

man skill aud kindness can do, has 
been done. Your son has been a 
brave and very successful officer ; 
has been a great favorite in the 
army ; has won the highest esteem of 
all who have known him, but he 
must die. Immediately after the 

that 

hu-
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amputation, the gangrene set in, 
and defies all efforts to arrest it ." 

" WeU, doctor, how long do you 
think he can live ?" 

" Not more than four days. He 
may drop away at any hour. W e 
are constantly fearing that an artery 
wiU give way, and then it is all over 
-with the colonel. What you wiah 
to do in referenee to his death, you 
had better do at once." 

" Have you, or has anyone, told 
hun of his real condition ?" 

" No. We have left that painful 
duty for you to do, as we have been 
expecting your arrival for several 
days." 

As I entered the room with the 
dreaded message of death pressing 
on my heart, the eyes of my son 
fastened on me. 

" Come, sit by my side, father. 
Have you been' talking with the 
doctor about me ?" 

" Yes." 
" What did he tell you ? Does 

he think I shall recover ?" 
There was a painful hesitation for 

a moment. 
" Don't be afraid to tell me jnst 

what be said." 
" He told me you must die." 
" How long does he think I can 

Uve ?" 
" N o t to exceed four days, and 

that you may drop away any hour 
—that an artery may slough at any 
moment, which you cannot surt'ive." 
With great agitation, he exclaimed : 

"Father, is that so ? Then I must 
die. I cannot, I must not die- Oh, 
I am not prepared to die now I Do 
tell me how I can get ready ! Make 
it so plain that I can get hold of it. 
Tell me, in a few words, if you can, 
so that I can see it plainly. I know 
you can, fatber, for I used, to hear 
yon explain it to others.' ' 

I t was no time now for tears, but 
for calmness and light, by which to 
lead the soul to Christ," and both 
were given. 

" My son, I see you are afraid to 
die." 

"Yes, I am." 
" Well, I snppose you feel guUty." 
" Yes, that is it I have been a 

wicked young man. Tou know how 
it is in the army." 

"Yoa want to be forgiven, don't 
you." 

" Oh, yes ! That is wbat I waut, 
Oan I be, father ?" 

"Certainly." 
" Can I know it before I die?" 
" Certainly." 
" Well, now father, make it so 

plain that I can get hold of it. 
A t once an incident, which oc­

curred during the scbool-days of my 
son, came to my mind. I had not 
thought of it before for several 
years. Now it came back to me, 
fresh with its interest, and jnst what 
was wanted to guide the agitated 
heart of this young inquirer to 
Jesus. 

" Do you remember while at 
school in you came home one 
day, and I having occasion to rebuke 
.you, you became very angry, and 
abused me with harsh language ?" 

" Yes, father, I was thinking it all 
over a few days ago, as I thought of 
your coming to see me, and felt so 
bad about it that I wanted to see 
and once more ask you to forgive 
me." 

" Do you remember how, after 
the paroxysm of your anger had 
subsided, you came in, and threw 
yonr arms around my neck, and said, 
' My dear father, I am sorry I abused 
you so. I t was not your loving son 
that did it. I was very angry. 
Won't you forgive me ?" 

" Yes, I remember it verv dis­
tinctly." 

" Do you remember what I said 
to you as you wept upon my neck ?" 

" Very well. You said, T forgive 
you with all my heart,' and kissed 
me. I shall never forget those 
words." 

" Did you believe me ?" 
"Certainly. I never doubted 

your word." 
" Did you then feel happy again?" 
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" Yes, perfectly ; and since that 
time I have always loved you more 
than ever before. I shaU never for­
get how i t relieved me when you 
looked npon me so kindly, and said, 
' I forgive you -with all my heart.' " 

" 'WeU, now, this is just the way 
to come to Jesus. Tell him ' l a m 
so sorry,' just as you told me, and 
ten thousand times quicker than a 
father's love forgave you, will he 
forgive you. He says he will. Then 
you must take his word for it, just 
as you did mine." 

" Why, father, is this the way to 
become a Christian ?" 

" I don't know of any other." 
" Why, father. I can get hold of 

this. I am so glad you have come 
to tell me how." 

He tnrned his head upon his 
pillow for rest. I sank into my 
chair and wept freely, for my heart 
could no longer suppress its emo­
tions. I had- done my work, and 
committed the case to Christ. He, 
too, I was soon assured, had done 
his. The broken heart had made its 
confession, had heard what it longed 
for, " I forgive yon," and believed 
it. I t was bnt a few moments of 
sUence, but the new creation bad 
taken place, the broken beart had 
made its short, simple prayer, and 
believed, and the new heart had 
been forgiven. A soul had pa-sed out 
from " nature's darkness into light, 
and from the power of sin and Satan 
unto God." 

I soon felt the nervous hand on 
my head, and heard the word " fath­
er" in such a tone of tendemess and 
joy, that I knew the change had 
come. 

" Father, my dear father, I don't 
want you to weep any more, yon 
need not, I am perfectly happy 
now, Jesns has forgiven me. I 
know he has, for he says so, and I 
'take his word for it, just as I did 
yours. Wipe your tears. I am not 
afraid to die now. I think I would 
as soon die as live, for I ahould go 
right up to heaven and be with 

Jesus. Yon and mother and sister 
will soon come after me, and then 
we shaU all be together. W e shall 
have no more tronble tbere. If it is 

. God's wiU, I would like to live to 
serve my country, and take care of 
you and mother; but if I must die, 
I am not afraid to, now. Jesns has 
forgiven me. Come, father, let us 
sing, 

^When I can read my tiUe clear , '" 

and we did sing. 
" Now, father, I want yon should 

pray, and ' I wiU foUow you." 
W e did pray, and Jesus heard 

H8. 
"Father, I am very happy. "Why, 

I believe I shall get well. I feel 
much better." 

Prom that hour, all his symptoms 
changed — pulse went do-wn, and 
countenance brightened. The cur­
rent oflife had changed. 

The doctor soon came in, and 
found him cheerful and happy—-
looked at him—felt his pnlse, which 
he had been watching with intense 
anxiety, and said: 

"Why, colonel, you look better." 
" I am better, doctor. I am going 

to get well. My father has told me 
how to become a Christian, and I 
am very happy. I believe I shall 
recover, for God has heard my 
prayer. Doctor, I want you should 
beeome a Christian too. My father 
can tell you how to get hold of it ." 

In the evening thi'ee surgeons 
were in consultation, but saw no 
hope in the case, and one of them 
took his final leave of the coloneL 

Next morning the two surgeons 
who had been in constant attendance 
came in, and began as usual to dress 
the- wound. 

On opening the bandages, they 
suddenly drew back, and throwing 
up their arms, exclaimed; 

"Great God, this is a miracle! 
The gangrene is arrested, and the 
colonel will live.' God has heard 
your prayera!" 

" W h y doctor," replied the colonel. 
" I told you yesterday that I be-
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Ueved I shonld get well, for I asked 
Jesus that I might live to do some 
good. I knew He heard my prayers 
and now you see He has. Bless the 
Lord -with me, doctor." 

MeanwhUe, " Our son must die," 
had gone over the wfres, and sad­
ness at home. Next day, " Our son 
wiU Uve, and is happy in Christ," 
foUowed, and joy came again to the 
loved ones. 

After his recovery, the colonel re­
turned to the people whose sons he 
had led with honor through fifteen 
hard-fought battles. They, in re­
tnm, gave him the best office in the 

. gift of a loyal and grateful people. 
Among them he now lives in pros­
perity and honor, is a member of 
the church of Christ, and the father 
of a happy family. — Congregation­
alist. 

• - • - • -

A S K AND RECEIVE.—Sir Walter 
Raleigh one day, asking a favor from 
Queen Elizabeth, the Queen said to 
him : " Raleigh, when wiU you leave 
off begging ?" He answered: "When 
Your Majesty leaves off giving." 

Ask great things of God. Expect 
great things from God. Let his 
past goodness make us " instant in 
prayer." 

—̂  ,* » » 
—Faith is simple, it is to believe ; 

faith is sublime, it is to be born 
again. 

^ O u r stock in life, our real estate, 
is that amodnt of thought which we 
have had, which we have thought 
out. If we have ever done any 
work -with those finest tools, the 
imagination, the fancy, the reason, 
it is a new creation, independent of 
the world, and a possession forever. 

—^Poverty is the load of some, 
and wealth is the load of others, per­
haps the greater load of the two. 
I t may weigh them fo perdition. Bear 
the load of thy neighbor's poverty 
and let him bear -with thee the load 
of thy wealth. Thou lightenest thy 
load by Ughtening his. 

B E W A R E ! 

BT BEV. W. T. HOGG. 

To be forewarned of danger, is to 
be fortified against it. "If the good 
man of the honse had known in what 
watch the thief wonld come, he 
would have watched and would not 
have suffered his house to be broken 
up."—Matt, xxiv, 43. Men often 
suffer irreparable loss because of 
danger unforeseen. Where no pre­
monition was given, no blame at­
taches to the subject of misfortune. 
But where repeatea warnings have 
been disregarded, " sudden destruc­
tion" is a just retribution. 

Jesus Christ repeatedly warns his 
followers against the dangers inci­
dent to a Christian pilgrimage. And 
he never sounds a false alarm. 
When the word of God says beware, 
then look out for danger. To disre­
gard this signal incurs an irreversible 
doom The Christian life is attend­
ed by numerous dangers, into which 
careless souls are sure to fall. 
Hence, we are frequently cautioned 
to beware. 

1. "Beware of false prophets."— 
Matt, vii, 15. " Because many false 
prophets are gone out into the 
world."—1 John iv, 1. Jesus says, 
they " come to you in sheep's c loth- ' 
ing, but inwardly they are ravening 
wolves." They come with a sem­
blance of godliness, but within they 
are full of deceit and wickedness. 
Now they are false prophets in a 
scriptural sense, wfao teach a false 
way to heaven, or who do not teach 
the true way—the way described in 
the Bible. 

Jesus says, " Strait is the gate, 
and narrow is the way tbat leadeth 
unto life, and few there be that find 
it."—Matt, vii, 13, 14. Consequent­
ly, whoever teaches a broad way, an 
easy way, or a popular way to 
heaven, is, according to the Bible, a 
false prophet. 

Tbe Bible enjoins separation from 
the world as the way of Ufe. Love 
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of the world is spiritual adultery. 
Chriatiana are married to Christ. 
Consequently as he was separate 
from sinners, so must they be Uke-
-wise. Hence, the language of tbe 
apostle James : " Ye adulterers and 
adulteresses, know ye not that the 
friendship of the world is enmity 
with God ? Whosoever, therefore, 
-wiU be the friend of the world is 
the enemy of God."—Jas. iv, 4. 
" Wherefore, come out from among 
them, and be ye separate, saith the 
Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing, and I will receive you," etc.— 
2 Cor. vi, 17. " A n d be not con­
formed to this world, but be ye 
transformed by tbe rene-wing of 
your mind," etc.—Rom. xii, 2. Now 
this is unmiatakably the way*into 
the kingdom of God. And he -who 
teaches any other way, or -who does 
not teach this way, is unmistakably 
a false prophet. And thonsands of 
such there are in our day, who are 
"deceiving and being deceived." 

Men assuming to instruct others 
in the way to heaven who are 
themselves allied with the workers 
of iniquity in secret, oath-bound 
fraternities, where Christ is ignored, 
are in the highest degree false 
prophets—" blind leadqfs of the 
bUnd." They are full of falsehood 
themselves, and are continuaUy 
deceiving others. So they who pro­
fess to teach the way of life, and yet 
countenance pride, covetousness, 
love of the world, self-indulgence, 
and camal ease, are themselves the 
most subtle foes of humanity, the 
most detestable enemies of God. 
" For when they speak great sweU­
ing words of vanity, they allure 
through tbe lusts of the flesb, 
through much -wantonness, those 
tbat were clean escaped from them 
who live in error."—2 Pet . ii, 18. 
Therefore, " Beware of false proph­
ets.' ' 

2. " Beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees which is hypocrisy."— 
Luke xu, 1. Hypocrisy consists in 
putting on an external appearance 

ot virtue or godliness "to be seen of 
men." Much that passes for super­
ior piety in onr day, is only superior 
hypocrisy. I t was so in the days of 
Christ. " He knew what was in 
man, and needed not that any should 
testify of man." And he was con­
tinually saying to the popular 
church members of that day, " Woe 
unto you hypocrites," etc. " F o r 
ye are like unto whited (white­
washed) sepulchres, which indeed 
appear beautiful outward, but are 
within full of dead men's bones and 
of all uncleanness. Even so ye also 
outwardly appear righteous unto 
men, but within are full of hypo­
crisy and iniquity."—Matt, xxiu, 2& 
29. 

Now "men look on the ontward 
appearance" and generaUy form 
their opinions of human charactei-
accordingly. " But, God looketh on 
the heart," and judges us according 
to what appears within. And what 
shall it profit us tb have acquired a 
reputation for virtue among men, U" 
in God's judgment our hearts are 
not - right. Beware of hypocrisy. 
Take no stock in "whitewash" re­
ligion. I t is deceptive and soul-
damning. Be not content -with a 
fair exterior, but apply to God for 
the cleansing of thy heart. He 
says, " From all your filthiness, and 
from all your idols will I cleanse 
you,- and a new heart also will I give 
unto you."—Ezek. xxxvi, 25. Noth­
ing short of this will do. Then 
constantly Uft thy soul and cry : 

'* Wash me, and make me thus thine own ; 
Wash me, and mine thon ar t ; 

Wash me. bnt not my feet alone— 
ily hands, my head, my heart." 

Shun all superficial holiness. 
Keep at a wide distance from Phar­
iseeism. Be " an IsraeUte indeed in 
whom is no guile." In order to this-
let thy prayer continually be : 
" Search me, O • God, and know my 
heart ; t ry me and know my 
thoughts ; and see if there be any 
wicked way in me, and lead me in 
the way everlasting.—^Ps. exxxix, 
23. 
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3. " T a k e heed and beware of 
covetousness,"—^Luke xii, 13. Cov­
etousness may be defined as inordi­
nate desire for creature good. I t 
denotes the" atate of a mind from 
which the supreme good has been 
lost, laboring to replace him by 
eome subordinate form of enjoy­
ment." Hence the Word of God 
denominates i t idolatry. The moat 
common form of covetousness is 
deaire for riches—a disposition to 
lay up treasures upon earth. In the 
sight of God the sin of covetousness 
is just as black as adultei-y or 
mnrder. Indeed the Bible always 
classes this character -with those 
so-called baser ones of which men 
blush to speak. 

Covetousness is the prevailing sin 
o f the church. Oue -writer has said: 

" Covetousness wUl, in all proba­
bility, prove the eternal overthrow 
of more characters among the pro­
fessing people than any other sin, 
because it is almost the only crime 
that can be indulged, and a profes­
sion of religion at the same time 
supported." I t is one of tbe 
greatest obstacles to the progress of 
reUgion. I t robs Christ's kingdom 
of many a subject. I t turns the 
temple of God into a den of thieves. 
Nor is it satisfied until the Lord of 
the temple is bartered for a few 
pieces of sUver. 

When a man gives himself up in 
devotion to the nnrighteous Mam­
mon, who can tell to what extent 
the god of this world may blind his 
judgment and deceive his soul? 
Answer the Word of God : " Tbey 
that -will be rich, fall into tempta­
tion and a snare, and into many 
foolish and hurtful lusts which 
drown men in destruction and per­
dition."—I Tim. vi, 9. Therefore 
" take heed, and beware of covet­
ousness." 

4. " Beware of dogs."—Phil, iii, 
2. Jesus-cautions his disciples to 
" give not that which is holy unto 
tbe dogs, lest they t um again and 
rend you." I t is unprofitable for us 

to speak largely of the holy things 
of Chriat's religion to men of camal 
minds. They will only t ry to rend 
our characters if we do. Beware of 
such men as t ry to justify them­
selves by rending the characters of 
other people. Enter not into their 
society. _ Have no controversy with 
them. Give them no occaaion to 
get an advantage over you. Do not 
even attempt to atop their growling 
and barking. They -will bite and 
devour you if you do. There is 
danger from this aource. Hence, 
God's word says. Beware! 

The land is filled -with these dogs 
of Satan, They snarl around the 
true people of God at every turn. 
They fain would glut their camal 
natures at the Christian's expense. 
The kennels of hell have well-nigh 
emptied themselves upon earth for 
the devouring of Christ's flock. If 
you are all intent in your pursuit of 
holiness, they -will rage the more. 
You must beware of them, and give 
them no advantage. Otherwise 
they wiU destroy you. The only 
safety from these ravenous beasts is 
" in the secret place of the Most 
High"—in the narrowest part of the 
narrow way. " No ravenous beast 
shall go upjthereon ; it shall not be 
found there." There is the place of 
safety. But, " without are dogs," ' 
ready to rend and devour the 
straggling prey. Therefore, " B e ­
ware of dogs." 

5. Finally, " Beloved, seeing ye 
know these things before, beware 
lest ye also, being led away witb the 
error of the wicked, fall from your 
own steadfastness."—2 Pet . iii., 11. 

There is danger of falling from 
graee. No matter how stable you 
are, you may fall. Numerous 
snares are laid for your feet. To 
walk in safety, one must take heed 
to his ways. " Let him that thinketh 
he standeth, take heed lest he fal l ." 

" T h e error ofthe wicked " above 
mentioned, is the chief snare of the 
devil for the overthrow of Christ's 
followers. The term " wicked," in 
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thi i Scripture, is derived from a 
Greek word which signifies " law­
less. " I t denotes those characters 
who' so wrest the Scripturea aa to 
make them countenance their own 
unholy lust's and lawless practices. 
They are generally people " having 
a form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof." Such are the most 
dangerous people in the world. 
God aaya, " from auch turn away." 
If you walk with them, you will, in 
all probabiUty, be led away with 
thefr error, and so " fall from your 
own steadfastness." K yon -wish to 
keep saved, be sure to keep with 
saved people. Beware of men "who 
hold the truth in unrighteousness. " 
Beware of sueh aa "corrupt the word 
of God." They -wiU moat surely 
corrupt yon. Be assured that God's 
Word means what it says. I ts re­
qufrements must aU be met. And 
they that teach other-wise make God 
a Uar. Thia ia " the error of the 
wicked." I t overspreads the land 
with spiritual death. I t has shorn 
the Church of strength. I t is the 
same with wbich the devil drew our 
first parents from their exalted 
estate. And it is this heUish 
device which is damning* mUliona of 
thefr posterity to-day. 

Mnltitndea are being led away 
from the true gospel faith by thia er­
ror. This is the cause of all church 
apostaey. "Now the Spirit speaketh 
expressly that in the latter times 
some sbaU depart from the faitb, 
giving heed to seducing spirits and 
doctrines of devUa; ; speaking 
Ues in hypocrisy ; having the con­
science seared as -with a hot fron." 

1 Tim. iv., 1, 2. The only 
security against apostaey ia to "grow 
in grace (increase in holiness), and 
in the knowledge in our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Chriat." — 2 Pet. iu., 
18. 

If heaven ia ever reached, it -wiU 
be by giving aU dUigence to fol­
low the scriptural way, and to avoid 
the manifold dangers against which 
the Bible warns ns. W e must be 

aU awake and ever active, or we 
sliall come short, at last, of entering 
the celestial city. Therefore, " B e 
sober, be vigUant; for your adver­
sary the de-vil, aa a roaring Uon, 
walketh about, seeking whom he 
may devour; whom resiat ateadfast 
in the faith."—1 Pet. v., 8, 9. 
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What hast thon done to show thy love. 
To him who left his throne above; 
His glorions throne in yonder sky. 
And came to earth for thee to die f 

Tell me, my sool I 

What hast than done in all these years. 
Since Christ in love dispelled thy fears. 
And in their place gave peace of mind. 
And access to his throne to find ? 

Tell me, my sonl I 

Hast thon the world renonnced entire;. 
And for its praise felt no desire ? 
From every folly tnmed away. 
To seek for joys that last alway ? 

Tell me, my soal I 

'Wben'er a brother in his need. 
Appealed to thee to clothe or feed ; 
Didst thon with generous eon] reply. 
And for Christ's sake, thyself deny ?• 

Tell me, my sonl I 

Hast thon e'er dried tbe widow's tear ?• 
Or sought the orphan's path to cheer ? 
Hast thon e'er raised tbe fallen np, 

.And bidden bim once more to hope f 
Tell me, my sonl 

Or hast thon lived in selfish ease, 
Seelring alone T H T S E U to please, 
Forgetful that thy Qod would claim 
Thy service, if thon bear his name ? 

Tell me, my soul I. 

Forget not, sonl, that by and by, 
A reckoning comes in yonder sky. 
When Christ, as Jndge, wHl astc of tbee, 
" O soul I -WHAT HABT THOU DOITB lOB HB I " 

Bemember, soul 1 
[PsmrnvB HZTHODIBT.]. 

—The Christian religion ha-ving 
once appeared, cannot again vanish ; 
ha-ving once assumed its divine 
shape, can be subject to no dissolu-
tion.— Carlyle. 
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BAPTISM OF T H E HOLY 
GHOST-

W e are required, not only to " be 
fiUed with the Spirit," but lo " b e 
FEEVENT in Spirit, serving the 
Lord." W e are required, not only 
a t some specific period of our lives, 
to be " baptized 'with the Holy 
Ohost, and with fire," bnt so to 
abide and walk in His- iUuminations, 
tha t " God's word shall be in our 
hearts as a buming fire shut up in 
•our bones." When we receive the 
Spirit, we enter into the light of 
•God, where we have "fellowship 
with the Father, and with His 
Son Jesus Christ," and " one with 
another." As we " walk in the 
Ught," that is, in the Spirit, this fel­
lowship is perfected and perpetua­
ted. When first baptized with the 
Holy Ghost, onr normal Christian 
Ufe begins, and we become " strong 
in the Lord, and in the power of His 
might." -AB we subsequently walk 
in the Spfrit, we, being " in the in ­
ward man renewed day by day," 
" go from strength to strength," are 
" changed from glory to glory," are 
in the world as Christ was in the 
world, do the works which He did, 
and are " filled" more and more 
^' with all the fuUness of God." 

T7i£ Great ISrror.—Here we no­
tice a not uncommon and dangerous 
error into which some fall, who have 
waited, and actually received " t h e 
promise of the Father." They con­
template the gift then received as a 
fined one, and the work tben done in 
them as a finished work. Now, they 
think, we are filled once for all, and 
for ever; are endued with Ufe-pow-
er, and " abundantly furnished for 
every good work " thait Ues before 
us. Hence, they expect nothing, 
ask for nothing, and trust for noth­
ing, but a continuance, or mere in­
crease, of what has already been 
received. When the Spirit came 
upon them, lor example, His pres­
ence.and coining were evinced by a 
transforming manifestation of the 

glory and love of Christ in some 
specific form. This one manifesta­
tion, in this one form, they think, is 
to abide with them, and to increase 
for life. As they mingle in the 
scenes, and enter npon the duties of 
life, the light, despite all thefr efforts 
to keep it, waxes dim, and the par­
ticular manifestation passes away. 
In prayer, and speaking for Christ, 
they are not helped as they expect­
ed. Hence they begin to donbt 
whether they ever did receive the 
Spirit or to think that He has left 
them, perhaps for ever. When in 
such perplexities, Satan may present 
to them some form of delusion by 
whiqh they may be led permanently 
astray, and make ship-wreck of the 
faith ; or, at least, present darkness 
may become more deep and perplex­
ing than that which preceded the 
first incoming of the Comforter. 

Here it should ever be borne dis­
tinctly in mind—and overlooking 
this occasions the great error under 
consideration—that the Spirit is a 
person, and comes to us frora Christ 
and the Father, as a person, to ac­
compUsh in us a specific mission 
and work. In accomplishing this 
•mission, H« exercises an infinite di­
versity of functions. So His work , 
in us, and throngh us, takes on a 
corresponding diversity of forms. 
As our teacher, for example. He is 
commissioned to teach truth of an 
infinite diversity of forms. He 
does not show all truth, at any one 
time, but leads onward and upward 
as our capacities, and necessities, and 
the exigencies of our calling as 
saints of God, requfre. As a teacher 
and revealer of truth. He "enlight­
ens the eyes of our understanding, 
that we inay know the things which 
are freely given us of Goa." He 
does not show us all these things at 
one and the same time, bear in mind, 
but successively, as our needs re­
quire. 

As our Teacher and Divine Rev­
elator, " He takes of the things ot 
Christ, and shows them unto us." 

StSS^S:'Sf^S^=ff^2K3!Sffi5EffllOe: 



BAPTISM OF THE HOLY GHOST. ' 51 

In accomplishing this high purjiose, 
H e does not, at any one tirae, show 

. all of Christ, or unveil every aspect 
of His character; nor does He occupy 
us forever with one and the aame 
form and aspect of Christ's perfec­
tion and glory. "While, throngh the 
Spfrit, Christ is always in us the 

. hope of glory, and as enlightened by 
the Spirit, we " behold with open 
face, as in a glass, the glory of the 
Lord, and are changed into the same 
image, from glory to glory," this 
end is accomplished, not, we repeat, 
by keeping unveiled before the mind 
•some one side of Christ's character, 
but by showing us, in successive 
manilestations, the endlessly diversi­
fied foi-ms of beauty and perfection 
which exists in Him, and make up 
the sum of His glory. When the 
-vividness of some one manifestation 
has passed away, the impressions 
made, " the change in the same im­
age," has not passed away, but abides 
as permanent characteristics of the 
inner life and as preparatory for 
higher visions and manifestations of 
" the glory of the Lord " to be sub­
sequently Vouchsafed. 

In our study of the Sacred Word, 
the mission of the Spirit is, not so 
much to enable us to understand the 
mere meaning of what is written, as 
to impart to ua all impressive appre­
hensions of the Eternal verities 
themselves, which those Scriptures 
do revea!. So when we are walking 
up and down in the midst of God's 
providences, the mission of the 
Spirit, as we seek his enlightenment, 
is to " instruct and teaeh us the way 
we should go, and guide us by His 
eye," He giving ns wisdom when 
we lack it, and ask it of God. 

When, as God's sons and dangh­
ters. we go forth to do His -will, and 
work, the mission of the Spirit is to 
"endue us with all power for aU 
things." and cause "a l l grace to 
abound towards ns, so that we hav­
ing all-sufficiency for all things, may 
abound unto every good work. ' 
This " all grace " and " all-sufficien. 

cy," He doea not impart at one 
time, but, in all fullness, at each mo­
ment, and in each exigency, as onr 
needs require. 

The incoming of the Spirit, at the 
first baptism, is, as we have said, the 
rising upon the soul of " the Son of 
Righteousness, with healing in His 
wings." What is it to " W A L K in the 
Spirit ?" I t is to trust Him for 
light and instruction, as the pupil 
trusts his teacher. The teacher 
does not impart all truth at one 
time, bnt leads the pnpil onward 
and upward, as he is able to receive. 
So with the Spirit. He leads, guides, 
iUnmines, imparts grace, and endue­
ments of power, as we need, and 
God's glory in and throngh us re­
qufres. As He is given to abide 
with us for ever, so we, at all times, 
and in all things, are requfred and 
expected to seek his teachings, gui­
dance, enduements of power, and 
Divine enlightenments. We are to 
do this, expecting that He will lead 
ns through, and induce in ns, not one 
specific form of experience, but an 
endless diversity of experiences, aU 
alike Divine in character, and for 
our good and the glory of Christ. In 
the case of Alexander Dallas, one of 
the founders of the Irish Church 
Mission, as given in a late number of 
Divine Life, we have an impressive 
example of a tme life-walk in the 
Spirit. " He did no th ing" we are 
told, " without an open recognition 
of the Third Person of the Sacred 
Trinity. He never knelt in prayer 
without making this his firat peti­
tion. He never entered a cottage 
but he paused at the door to pray 
that the Spirit would teach him what 
to say." Thns " walk in the Spirit," 
reader; thus, at all times, and every­
where, seek His guidance, teachings, 
iUuminations, and " everlaating 
strength," and " your sun wUl no 
more go down, neither wiU yonr 
moon -withdraw itself; but the Lord 
shall be your everlasting light, and 
the daya of yonr mourning shall be 
ended."—A. Mahan, in Divine Life. 
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TOBACCO A N D RELIGION. 

BY EEV. A. SIMS. 

" Qnencb not the Spirit."—! Thess., v. 19. 

W e sometimes hear the queation 
aaked, Wha t has tobacco to do with 
reUgion ? A long and careful ob­
servation of the efiects of tobacco 
habits has convinced us that the 
common use of the weed is a direct 
curse to the souls of men, and ia a 

• fearful hindrance to the spread of 
Christianity. Tobacco is praised aa a 
soporific—as a comfort and solace in 
trouble. Yes, here is the world-
-wide mischief of this narcotic. 
Thouaands of young and old men 
hear tbe Gospel preached, are awak­
ened, resolve to become Christians, 
thank God for a good cigar which 
aUays their fears and quiets thefr 
disturbed mind. W e have every 
reason to believe that thousands of 
awakened souls have been lulled to 
sleep again by the use of the stupe­
fying drug. 

A profesaor of reUgion and a 
slave of tobacco may mean well, 
but a haUucination pervadea his 
moral nature exactly proportioned 
to the amount of tobacco he con­
sumes. He may have an intellect­
ual consciousness of right and 
wrong, but the moral sense is 
blunted; he does not feel duty if he 
sees i t ; nor does he feel t rnth as he 
perceives it. 

Multitudes can testify to the aw­
ful t m t h of these statements, and 
did space permit, we might give 
hundreds of facts in proof of what 
we have laid down ; but a few must 
suffice. Says an old smoker: " To­
bacco smoke deadens sensibUity and 
fills the soul with self-satisfaction. 
The smoker, whUst sublimely fumi­
gating eartb and air, is satisfied. 
He is satisfied, whether rich or poor, 
married or single—he has his pipe I 
He is satisfied whether in a fore­
castle or cabin, whether at the head 
of a factory or an understrapper— 
he has his pipe I He is satisfied, 

whether he knows much or little, 
whether saint or sinner—he has his 
p i p e . ' " 

Here ia another—^but sad confes­
sion : " I was at chnrcb, when fidel­
ity to my idol would aUow; and 
often waa I moved -with ideas of 
' wrath to come,' and hurried home 
to drown the strivings of God's 
Spirit in tobacco fumes. Often 
have I -writhed under mighty truths 
from Sinai and Calvary ; often has 
my meerschaum, like the bachan-
nalian cup, relieved every twinge of 
pain and every fear. 

" Sometimes I took the anxious-
seat, with the other youth : and our 
minister, in order to secure my sub­
mission to God, would propound 
many qnestions: 'Do yon feel 
yourself to be a great sinner ? Do 
yon believe in the great doctrines of 
the gospel ? Have you any idols 
inyour he art ? Do you drink ? D o 
you gamble? Do you dance?' 
And I have gone home 'poor and 
miserable,' — like Col. Gardiner, 
vriahing myself a d o g ; and have 
smoked one pipe of tobacco, and, in 
ten minutes, been in a complete 
state of hallucination, feeling rich, 
and in 'need of nothing. '" 

A deacon once said, in self-de­
fence against an appeal to his' 
conscience, on the subject of using 
tobacco, " If I go to conference or 
prayer meeting without first smok­
ing or taking a chew of tobacco with 
me, I cannot enjoy the meeting; I 
cannot speak or pray without i t ; 
the meeting passes like a duU and 
heavy task ; I enjoy none of its ex;-
ercises, and I long to have it close 
that I may procnre relief But 
when I previously smoke or carry 
my plug of tobacco -with me, I then 
can enjoy the meeting—can talk and 
pray, get good, and do good, and all 
goes welL" 

The reply in substance was this : 
"Instead, deacon, of going to the 
social meeting, under the inspira­
tion of the Holy Ghost, depending 
on His agency to give yon enjoy-
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ment, and freedom of feeling, and 
utterance, you go there leaning oh 
the inspfration of tobacco — an 
agency not from above—one- that 
is earthly, sensual, devUish." 

This is a perfect sample of the 
condition and feeling of thousands 
—and more qr less of all tobacco-
users. They so deaden the natural 
sensibilities of body and mind by 
using it, that they are not imme­
diately susceptible of tbe impulses 
of the Holy Spirit, by which alone a 

• true spirit of devotion and religious 
enjoyment are induced. Every 
thing to them is insipid and Ufeless 
without their tobacco. They abso­
lutely depend on its exciting 
properties to give them what they 
call spiritual life ! 

A worthy Methodist minister told 
us of a young man who, after hav­
ing been deeply aroused to a sense 
of his spiritual danger, took a few 
pipes of tobacco, and thereby lost 
all his impressions. 

Writes a f r iend," A young man 
ofmy acquaintance, between twenty-
five and thirty, became very sick : 
he was irreligious and profane, and 
a neglector of the word of God. 
I felt' i t to be my duty to visit him 
in his sickness, hence called at his 
residence, and -was admitted to his 
bed-side, I conversed -with him a 
few moments, dfrecting him to the 
blessed Saviour Jesus Christ, whose 
blood cleanseth from all sin. He 
made no reply, but called immediate­
ly for his pipe, and beckoned me to 
leave. I moved round to the oppo­
site side of his bed, and while he was 
lying on his back smoking, his head a 
Uttle raised, I asked him if he suf­
fered mnch pain ? He immediately 
replied in a firm voice, ' Your con­
versation gives me more pain tban 
any thing else !' " This is an illus­
tration of the undeniable fact that 
the use of tobacco abases, stupefies, 
and quiets conscience, and en­
dangers the souls of its victims. 

The late Rev, George Trask thns 
cogently writes: " Account for the 

mournful fact if you can, that a drug 
ao nauaeous, in spite of every taste 
and every instinct, now has mastery 
over two hundred miUions, without 
the hypothesis that Satan has a 
hand in i t ! Render unto Satan the 
things that be Satan's. 

" Tobacco stupefies sensibility, 
produces self-satisfaction, and sooths 
the subjects of Satan in thefr sins ! 
Its lulling potency makes niany a 
minister an amiable do l t ; robs him 
of zeal for revivals, and of courage 
to wield the battle-axe ; seats him 
in his easy-chafr to nurse his dig­
nity, and to be satisfied with his 
spiritual attainments, till death 
winds up the scene ! 

" Tobacco to thousands of young 
men has unearthly charms. I t allays 
anxiety, extracts arrows of convic­
tion, and makes them satisfied, 
whether saints or sinners. I t not 
only renders them insensible to the 
Gospel, but it often paralyzes the 
will, and its victim is like a fort, 
with traitors within and enemies 
without, while the sentinel is drunk ! 
I t often breaks down all manliness, 
and the victim is in the condition 
of the poor collegian, who in tears 
cried, ' What I would that I do not, 
but what I hate that I do." ' 0 , I 
need tobacco io give me resolution to 
give up tobacco.' 

" I t . i s deplorable enongh that the 
Gospel mnst encounter a heart 
which is at enmity with God ; but, 
O ! if it must encounter not only an 
enemy, but a s o t ; not only a sot, 
but a paralytic ; not only a paraly­
tic, but a fool—tbe case is incom­
parably worse. 

" Such are the efiects oi tobacco, 
not on aU, but on moltitndes who 
hear the Gospel. Satan knOws th i s ; 
and, if he does not, he has not the 
sagacity commonly ascribed to him, 
and is unfit for his office. 

" Smokers, whUst smokers, are 
hard to convert, and if they cUng to 
their idol when converted, they are 
prone to become drones in the 
church or pitiable backsliders. 
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Facts, mournful facts, would amply 
substantiate this statement in Amer­
ica." 

On another occasion, after having 
urged upon an audience the neces­
sity of renouncing every wrong 
practice, that they might be cleansed 
from all sin, he thus relates the fol­
lowing incident: " As I withdrew to 
the vestibule, a well-looking brother 
approached ine, under very strong 
excitement. ^ You have struck the 
nail on the bead once,' he said, in 
trembling, tearful tones. ' You 
have struck tiie nail on the head,' 
he said again in a louder voice, and 
sobbed Uke a broken-hearted child. 
•' Tell us, brother,' we said, ' what 
you mean ?' After a while he re­
plied : ' I have been praying for 
sanctificatiou five or six years. There 
has always been an Achan in my 
soul—always something in my way; 
and you are the first that ever told 
me what it was. It is my pipe. 
When I have been praying in my 
•closet for the blessing, something 
has raised me suddenly from my 
knees, and I have run to the mantle-
piece for jny pipe ! My pipe has 
been stronger than God ! And when 
reading the Bible in my family de­
votions, I have often cut short the 
exercise, and, before I was aware; 
have run for my pipe. My pipe has 
been stronger than God! ' he said 
again ; then, straightening up -with 
the dignity of a man, wiping the 
tears from his eyes, raising his hand, 
and looking upward, with genuine 
eloquence he exclaimed: 

" The dearest idol I have known, 
Whate'er that idol be ; 

Help me to tear it from thy throne. 
Arid worship only thee." 

Then, suiting the action to the word, 
he drew his meerschaum from his 
pocket, dashed i t do-wn indignantly 
upon the steps of the church, and, 
Uke the baptized eunuch, went on 
his way rejoicing. 

—^The rays of happiness, like those 
of light,are colorless when unbroken. 

TO T H E UTTERMOST. 

There is nothing more common 
than to call in question the divine 
promises, as they appear in the word 
of God. There is no one thing that 
so staggers faith as these promises. 
If it breaks down anywhere, it is at 
their magnitude, for God has said so 
many things, we think they are too 
good to be true, and are forever try­
ing to pare them down, and say they 
mean a great deal less tban the 
words indicate. Abraham " stag­
gered not at the promises of God." 
Nearly everybody's faith would have 
been crushed, but his did not break 
down. 
• "Able to save to the uttermost." 

Then tbey began to pick away at the 
word "uttermost." I wish, beloved, 
we would leave oft"thia unbelief, and 
believe God's promises. 

1. H i s divine ability. The extent 
of this ability must be determined 
by this word uttermost. This is the 
key word of the text. I t s meaning 
is not so much perpetuity as com­
pleteness. The margin reads, " able 
to save evermore." But the primary 
meaning is not perpetuity. I t does 
not refer to duration particularly, 
but to completeness. Dean Alford, 
one of the best Biblical scholars, 
says: " Ever to save, or to save inim­
itably, forever." Completeness is 
me^nt by. the word uttermost. Christ 
is able to save perfectly, completely; 
to the very end; every way, in all 
respects to the uttermost; all wants 
and needs in every respect done 
away. Completeness —a work com­
pletely done. The uttermost is made 
up of utter and most, meaning tbe 
outer limit. There is nothing be­
yond the uttermost, and there can 
be nothing to save when we get 
there. 

I suppose the apostle also means 
that God is able to save everybody ; 
the word takes in the whole r ace ; 
the one most distant from himself 
and nearest hell. I t makes little 
diSerence, if he only comes. Some 
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people think there are others too bad 
to come, and we had better turn our 
attention to those more respectable. 
I believe the heart of God is moved 
with profound sympathy for those 
who have least of human sympathy. 
Ho ! every one that thirsteth come 
ye. 

Some think God can save from the 
great sins, but not from the smaller 
ones. But he means to take each 
individual, and make a complete 
work of the human heart. He will 
go clear down to the bottom of de­
pravity. 
; They say that those who talk this 

way have a very faint idea of de­
pravity. I doubt if we ever did con­
ceive the depth of haman depravity; 
but there is a faUure to comprehend 
the virtue of the all-cleansing blood 
of Jesns. Wha t does depravity 
amount to when it comes in contact 
with the blood ? Wha t does deprav­
ity do toward stopping the com­
pleteness of this salvation? The 
text teaches tbat God arrests a man, 
and then saves him, away out to the 
outer limit of the roots of his de­
pravity. W e t ave a grand founda­
tion to rest our faith upon. 

2. Some confound the uttermost 
salvation with the introduction of a 
soul into the^ kingdom. Some hold 
that when a person is converted, 
there is nothing beyond but growth 
and enlargement. This has done 
immense harm in the church. I 
would warn you against what was 
taught by one man—Count Zinzen­
dorf. There has never been a chnreh 
since the beginning that has not held 
the view that a soul is not entfrely 
cleansed at conversion. Wesley 
fought for that throngh all his life. 
A few take up the false doctrine and 
palm it off on the people. But there 
cannot be found one in a thousand 
who avers that God cleansed him 
entfrely when he converted him. 
Although gloriously converted, they 
find things in their bearts which con­
version did not exterminate, but 
which full salvation did. To take 

the other view you must contradict 
the experience of the univeraal 
church. You must take the posi­
tion that ninety-nine out of every, 
hundred were not converted, when 
you say that Bramwell, Fletcher, 
Bangs and other such giants, did 
not understand Christian experience. 
Another thing more ungrateful, you 
must assume that any person -with 
conscious impurity in the heart has 
never been converted, or is back­
sUdden. 

A man said, " I judge of holiness 
by the way people Uve; I know" 
people who enjoy holiness, but they 
do not believe in it as you do." 
B.ut there is something better than 
living religion, and that is possessing 
it. Bad fruit results from a bad 
tree. People will not always do as 
you would do, for they do not think 
as you d o ; bnt if their hearts are 
right they -will be loyal. 

Another mistake is, confounding 
purity with maturity. Purity occurs 
where there is something removed, 
taken away, washed and cleansed ; 
but maturity means something ad­
ded. When God purifies, he takes 
away depravity. Purity may come 
in a moment, and it fits fbr heaven; 
but maturity is not a necessary con­
dition for heaven. No person is 
kept out of heaven because not ma­
ture. If a man is pure, he wiU get 
into heaven; if he is impure, he will 
not. If the doctrine of the text is 
true, where does it place the great 
majority • of the Christian church? 
When you compare .what God has 
done and what he promises, where 
does it leave you ? 

" This is the point I long to know 
Am I his, or am I not ? ' ' 

Such experience right under the pro­
mises ! 

" In vain we tone onr formal songs." 

This in the light of full-orbed prom­
ises ! Oh ! if Christians could sing— 

" His name yields the richest perfume." 

When a man takes on such experi­
ence the world feels it. They know 
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tbe difference between this and the 
poor, dying rate." 

•' O ! tlie rapturoiiB height 
Of the boly deliglit. . 

VFliich 1 feel in the life-giving blood; 
OE my Saviour possess'd, 
I am perfectly bless'd; 

I am fill'a with the fulness of God." 

W h y is it that Christians of to-day 
have so few joys to sing about ? 

Here I am reminded of the ancient 
Greek general, LTlysses,. who was in 
his vessel sailing down the sea with 
his soldiers. As the classic story 
goes, he had to stop the ears of 
his men with wax, to prevent the 
Sirens' songs enchanting them from 
their duties. Ulysses himself was 
affected by thefr charming music so 
that he had to lash himself to tbe 
mast. But Jason, wbo bad to pass 
down the same sea, called in Orpheus, 
who had povrer in music excelling all 
the Sfrens of the sea, and having 
sueh music aboard, there was no 
danger in their seductive powers. 
Christians, there is music in Jesus' 
voice. The reason you are drawn so 
much to tbe world is, there is so much 
of the world in you. W e have so 
much trouble with the enemy-with­
out, because there are so many within. 
Think ot a man going to the theatre 
for pleasure when he has half of heav­
en in his hear t ! With the well of 
water "springing up," -with the 
music of heaven in his soul, and go­
ing to tbe opera, to listen to its jar­
ring jargon ! Get a pure heart, ahd 
you wiU not want the abominable 
attractions of the world. Get the 
music in your soul. Hand your soul 
over to God, and let him save yon to 
the uttermost.— Christian Harvester. 

—ReUgion is not a mere bodily 
exercise; no, but an occupation of 
the mind and heart—an occupation, 
too, .which engages the noblest con­
templation of the former and exer­
cises the purest of the latter. I t is 
the employment of the whole soul 
npon the subUmest object tbat mind 
can be conversant with. " Wisdom's 
-ways are ways of pleasantness, and 
ail her patbs are peace." 

TOTAL ABSTENIENCE. 

.TOHN B. GOUGH. 

Now, I say to every abstainer, be 
you a Christian or not, let the drink 
alone. Total abstinence is your 
safety. Are there no men mined 
who had the grace _ of God in their 
hearts? Will you dare to say tbat 
every deposed minister never had 
the grace of God in his heart ? 

Will you tell me that the wife of 
a minister who spent eight, years in 
China, teaching Chinese women 
Christianity, as a devoted Christian, 
and then came home and delivered 
lectures to ladies on the wants of 
the women of China, to raise money, 
not for herself, but for them—will 
you tell me she had no grace in her 
heart ? And yet she died drunk in 
the American Mission House, Han­
over Street, Boston, and the servant 
in the next room heard her c ry : ' 

" Oh, Christ, have mercy on me ! 
Oh, God, for jesus ' sake, save me !" 

But she died drunk, and the 
bottle of brandy by her side "was 
only one-third full, though she had 
brought it in full. 

I may be getting on delicate top­
ics, but I have had to deal, with 
facts, not theories. I have had to 
deal with men and their experiences. 
I knew a man in whose pulpit I 
spoke in 1848. Dr. Eddy told me 
that he was the most eloquent min­
ister in many respects tha t he ever 
heard. He was the pastor of a very 
fashionable church. The night I 
spoke he was to offer prayer. He 
was very much intoxicated. Dr. 
Skinner asked me if I would testify 
in the case. They were going t o 
depose this man for drunkenness. I 
said, " No, I -will give no testimdny 
whatever." StiU he was deposed, 
and I know tbat this Doctor of 
Divinity, wbo had preached the 
Gospel to thousands for twenty-
eight years, stood in a low dram 
shop, with his face blackened, and a 
numlaer of degraded and dissolute 
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(men jeering him, as he stood there 
and preached some of hia old ser­
mons for whiskey, to stave off delir­
ium tremens. 

Oh, Christian tipplers, beware! 
Cbristian dram drinkers, beware ! 
T h e thing itself is a moral evil, 
•caused by a physical agency. I 
•could give yon fact after fact. 
There waa a man in the streets of 
Albany, whose ' name I -will not 
mention, or give any clue as to his 
identity. Dr. Sprague, of Albany, 
was called upon to visit him in the 
station-house. He was there mad 
drunk, jabbering Greek and Latin 
•quotations. Who was he ? He was 
a man who' was elected to fill tbe 
pulpit vacated by the death of one 
of the greatest preachers Great Bri­
tain ever knew. They gave him a 
situation as a professor. Six months 
ago he was found in New York 
strapped to an iron bed—mad! 
These men have ho grace in their 
hearts—never had ? Oh! I tell you 
there is no power on earth like this 
•drink, and we fight it with all onr 
might, and fight it with all the 
ipower God has given us, asking his 
blessing on the grand warfare that 
is going on and will go on through 
the ages, until his seal shall be set 
upon this fruitful' source of misery 
and death. 

Our principle of total abstinence is 
a la-wful principle. I t is a sensible, 
principle. Can you find me a man 
•sixty years old who will say, " I am 
sixty years of age ; I never drink' a 
•drop of intoxicating liquor, and I 
regret that I didn't learn to drink it 
when I was a young man ?" Men 
bave come to me by the score—^I 
say it within bohnds—one of them 
the son of a well-known man, who, 
as he grovelled at my feet and 
•*lasped my hands, said.: 

" F o r the love of God help me out­
of this heU." 

" Wha t is the matter with you ?" 
" Drink's my curse." 
Yes, that 's it. I t comes fromthe 

(prison,—"Drink's my •cui'se." I t 

comes from your houses of correc­
tion, — " Drink's my curse." I t 
comes echoing fi'om the lunatic asy­
lum—"Drink's my curse." I t comes 
from the pale-faced wife, and the 
starving children — " Drink's my 
curse." I t comes hissing hot through 
the black lips of the dying drunkard 
—"Drink 's my curse," and not a 
man who has escaped but rejoices in 
the fact to-day. 

Look at the wrecks of men to be 
seen on every hand. Oh ! young 
men, I wish I couldlift the curtain 
that conceals from your view the 
secrets of this charnel house. A 
man about forty years of age, I 
suppose, a graduate of Edinburgh 
University, came to me and showed 
rae his diploma as a physician. He 
was quite a fluent linguist and a 
very cultivated gentleman, but the 
mark was upon him. I was -with 
him some time, and when he left me 
he said to me, " I am very much 
obliged to you, Mr. Gough, for your 
kindness to me. You have told me 
the truth, but it's no use. There's 
no hope for me. Will you shake 
hands with me ? I'm, a lost laddie 
—good-bye." 

How many "lost laddies" are 
there ; lost, lost ! A living man lost 
—yes. It 's an awful sight to see a 
living man a lost man, and there are 
such. I knelt at the family altar 
with a doctor of divinity in New 
England in 1852, and I heard him 
pray. He was the pastor of a large 
church. To-day he is a drunkard, 
and employed as a hostler in a 
stable in Boston. When Mr. Moody 
was holding his meetings, it was 
decided to go ^ d see him, and do 
something for him. Wha t was the 
result—"Go away from me. Yoa 
know who I am. Yon know what I 
am. You know what I bave been. 
Go away from me. The doctor 
prescribed it for me to save my Ufe, 
but he bas damned my soul—go 
away from me !" 

L o s t ! los t ! lost! ! and there are 
men who are breaking loose to-day. 
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going across that line which, if they 
cross, I fear there is no hope for 
them. I t is horrible when we see 
the results of this drinking system, 
and yet obser\-e men stepping for­
ward to fill up the ranks as death 
mows the others down, ready to 
begin again. It is fearful; it is 
pitiful. 

Then what shall we do? • Our 
principle of total abstinence is a 
simple method. I t is so simple ! 
Wha t we want is that men and 
women shonld adopt it. W e ask 
you, then, to adopt this principle 
not only for your own sake, but for 
oihers. Oh! these men need help. 
They know that the bitter appetite 
is there like tbe smouldering ovens 
of a volcano ready to be roused by 
the first dram drunk. Don't tamper 
-with the appetite. Don't think, if 
you have abstained for ten or more 
years, that yon can drink a little 
moderately. I remember reading of 
a gentleman wbo had a pet tiger. 
The tiger was in his study one day, 
and the gentleman's hand was hang­
ing, over the chair. The tiger was lick­
ing his hand, and on the gentleman 
attempting to remove it, the animal 
-with a low growl and a snarl, fixed 
its claws in the gentleman's arm. 
The tiger stood with its ears thrown 
back,, its tail stretched, and was 
evidently preparing for the fatal 
spring. The gentleman, keeping 
his eyes fixed upon the tiger, rang 
the bell and ordered the servant, to 
bring the pistol, -with which he shot 
the tiger dead. He then looked at 
his hand and observed blood upon 
it, the aight and smell of which had 
aroused the tiger's dormant natnre. 
So it is with the appetite for drink, 
which is ever ready, like the tiger, to 
make the fatal spring whenever it is 
for a moment tampered- with.—The 
Advance. 

ONT.Y TRUST HIM. 

—I deaire to have a league, offen­
sive and defensive, -with every 
soldier of Christ.—John Wesley. . 

Mr. Moody, in a sermon on tbis 
subject, preached recently in Cle-sfe-
land, related a touching incident, as 
follows : 

Wben we were in Philidelphia I 
was going out of the depot building 
one night, tired out. We had had a 
long- session, and I thought I conld 
not talk any more, and was going 
home to rest. There was a man at 
the door, who looked as if he had 
not a friend in the world. I said to 
him, " Wha t is the trouble ?" 

He said he had come down from 
Altoona to find Christ, and had at­
tended the meetings, but had not 
got any good, and he had got to go 
back that night witbout Chriat. I 
said, 

"Are you sure yon have got to go 
back without h im?" 

"Yes," he said; " I could not find 
him." 

" WeU," I said, " I think there is 
some mistake about it. Look here, 
my friend, can yon tms t God to 
save you ? " 

" Why, yes," said he, " I can do 
that ." 

" Well ," said I, "do you suppose 
the Lord would let you go to perdi­
tion trusting him ?" 

" W e l l , " said he, "he W|0nldn\ ' 
wonld he? I never thought of that. 
He wouldn't, wonld he?""" 

" No ," said I, "he wouldn't. He 
would never let a sonl go down into 
the dark cavern of death trusting 
him." 

" Why," said he, " I nnderstand i t 
Good bye." And off he went. 

You may say that is so very sim­
ple ; but he has made the way so 
plain that "a wayfaring man, though 
a fool, need not err therein." 

—The gold of the sanctuary must 
be tried before it ia accepted; and is 
thro-wn into the fire, not because it 
is of no value, but because it ia so 
precions. 
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H O W SHALL W E GET MONEY? 

BY I I . B. PULLEB. 

This is an age of progress ; old 
customs and theories pass away and 
new ones take their places. The 
world is moving on and we must 
keep up with it. There are many 
great Christian enterprises to carry 
forward and we want to do our part 
in the grand work. Churches must 
be bui l t ; the Gospel must be carried 
to the heathen ; benevolent enter­
prises for the destitute must be mul­
tiplied as poverty and suffering in­
crease. Wha t is our part in the 
work? To do all we can. How shall 
we accompUsh it? That is the ques­
tion. In general we go to the Bible 
for direction in practice as well as in 
faitb. Let us see whether we can 
find in it any Ught on this important 
question. A few passages must suf­
fice, and we hope they may stimu­
late to further study of the subject. 
David vowed unto the mighty 
God of Jacob; Psalms cxxxii: 4-5 " I 
wUl not give'sleep to mine eyes, or 
slumber to mine eyelids, until I find 
out a place for the Lord, a habita­
tion for the mighty God of Jacob." 
How did he fnlfill his vow? A beau­
tiful description is given in full in 1 
Chron. xxbc; 1-9. David said to the 
people,"I have prepared with aU my 
might for the house Of my God. . . . 
Then the chief of the fathers and 
princes . . . and captains . . . and 
rulers offered willingly, of gold 5,000 
talents and 10,000. drams, of silver 
10,000 talents, . . . a n d they -with 
-whom precions stones were found 
gave them. . . , Then the people re­
joiced, for that they offered wUling­
ly, . . . and David tbe king also re­
joiced with great joy." 

Christ says, Luke ix : 58, "Foxes 
have holes, and birds of the air have 
nests; but the Son of man hath not 
where to lay bis bead." Yet he was 
fed and clothed by tbe kindness of 
disciplea, friends, strangers and even 
ainnera. In Acta v i : 1-6, we have 

an interesting lesson. " And in those 
days when the number of the disci­
ples was multiplied, there arose a 
murmuring ofthe Grecians against 
the Hebrews because their widows 
were neglected in the daily ministra­
tion. Then the twelve called tbe 
multitude of the disciples unto them, 
and said. I t is not reason that we 
should leave the word of God and 
serve tables. Wherefore, brethren, 
look ye out among yon seven men 
of honest report, full of the Holy 
Ghost, and wisdom, whom we may 
appoint over this bnsiness. But we 
will give onrselves continually to 
prayer, and to the ministry of the' 
word. And the saying pleased the 
whole multitude : and they chose 
Stephen a man full of faith and of 
the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and 
Prochorus, and Nicanor and Timon 
and Parmenas, and Nicolas, a 
proselyte of Antioch; whom they 
set before the Apostles : and when 
they had prayed, they laid their 
hands on them." Again, there were 
poor saints in Jerusalem to be 
cared for. Acts xi : 29-30. "Then 
the disciples, every man accord-

to hia ability, determined 
send relief unto the breth-
which dwelt in Judea: which al­

so they did." 1 Cor. xvi : 2. "Up­
on the first day of the week let every 
one of you lay by him in store, as 
God-hath prospered him, that there 
be no gatherings when I come." 
2 Cor. viii, 1-4.—" Moreover, breth­
ren, we do you to wit of the grace of 
God bestowed on the churches of 
Macedonia; how that in a great trial 
of affliction, the abundance of their 
joy and their deep poverty abounded 
unto the riches of their liberality. 
For to tbeir power, I bear record, 
yea, and beyond their power they 
were wUling of themselves ; praying 
us -with much entreaty tbat we would 
receive the gifts and take npon us 
the fellowship ofthe ministering to 
the saints." 2 Cor. ix : 1-7, " For 
as touching . the ministering to the 
saints, it is superfluous for me to 

mg 
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write to you ; for I know the for­
wardness of your mind, for which I 
boast of you to tbem in, Macedonia, 
that Achaia was ready a year ago ; 
and your zeal hath provoked very 
many. But this I say, he whieh sow­
eth sparingly shall reap also sparing­
ly; and he which soweth bountifully 
shall reap also bountifuUy. Every 
man according as he pnrposeth in 
his heai't, ao let him give ; not grudg­
ingly, or of necessity ; for God lov­
eth acheerful giver." Rom. xv : 20. 
" For it hath pleased them of Mace­
donia and Achaia to make a certain 
contribution for the poor saints which 
are at Jerusalem." Tfaese are some 
of the Scripture examples. 

Let us now examine briefly some of 
the modern ways of raising money for 
similar purposes. Imagine David 
advertising a grand series of bazaars, 
fairs, festivals, socials and dime par­
ties to get money for the temple. 
Imagine, if you can, the Beloved 
Disciple saying to others, " W e must 
have an oyster supper to get money 
to provide our Master with suitable 
clothes for his work." Suppose the dis­
ciples (Acts vi), had said, " W e have 
had a great revival, now let us raise 
tnoney for the widows ; we will stop 
preaching the gospel for a while, we 
can do that any time. Let us have 
various entertainments and give tbe 
proceeds to the widows. Get all the 
young people, sinners and all, stirred 
up, and let us see what we can devise 
to bring in money. The cause is 
noble and should arouse enthusiasm. 
Let the shrewd ones devise, and we 
will carry out their plans ; the end 
justifies the means." 

Paul wrote from PhUlippi to Cor­
inth. Suppoae he were to-day writing 
from Cleveland to Oberlin and con­
forming to present customs, he must 
write somewhat as follows": " The 
people of Cleveland, as you have 
seen by the Leader, have been doing 
a noble work in raising money for 
the different church enterprises; the 
churches have held grand bazaars 
and fairs and festivals and oyster 

suppers and dime parties, and almost 
everything which could be thought 
of, and have got a little money out 
of everybody. T h e j have furnished 
amusement for all who would pay 
for it. They have enlisted saints 
and sinners, all have done nobly. 
The young ladies bave written let­
ters to all the young men. and these 
we're sold from their Post-offices for 
ten or fifteen cents ajiiece. They have 
fish ponds, and sage ministers have 
fished out dolls and jumping-jacks at 
twenty cents each, which cost only a 
trifle. Grab-bags have furnished 
great fun, and have brought in large 
returns. All kinds of fancy articles 
have been made and sold at magnifi­
cent prices. Now I am going to 
Oberlin and we want a good time 
there. Wha t I have written will give 
yon some hints as. to the line of 
effort. Some one may suggest addi­
tional plans, for some of you have 
made it a study. Getthe people arous­
ed, ministers, faculty, students, citi­
zens, all. Oberlin people have lost 
some of their notions, they -will take 
hold if you get tfiem awake ; make it 
a grand success, and rival Cleveland." 

Why should these ihings ' sound 
incongruous, almost sacrilegious 
when put into the mouth of Paul? 
He was a disciple and a preacher; 
so are we disciples and preachers. 
In a recent number of the Advance 
in an article under the title "A New 
Departure" Mrs. Emily Huntington 
Miller gave a defense of Paul's 
methods. W e would like to bear 
the other side if there be any. Now 
I am a young man preparing to 
preach the gospel; I want to succeed 
in it, and all these questions must 
be met. Shall I follow .David, and 
Paul and the other disciples; or have 
their methods become obsolete? 
Some wiser one please answer, for 
several of us want to know. 

Oberlin, 0 . 

—God hears no more than the 
heart speaks ; and if the heart be 
dumb, God will certainly be deaf. 
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LIFE BEGUN. 

The Episcopal Becorder gives an 
anecdote of a moral, industrious 
man, who fulfilled hia duties credit­
ably, but had one peculiarity that 
cropped up on all occasions—a thor­
oughly discontented spirit. Nothing 
was right ; no weather pleased him ; 
no advantages gratified h im; no 
kindness satisfied him ; there was al­
ways something wanting. He and his 
wife were regular in their attendance 
at meeting, but tbey had no concern 
about their souls ; and be only cold­
ly, but civilly, assented to any word 
dropped upon the snbject of religion. 
At the end of five years he left his 
situation for another of the same 
kind, with the addition of a little 
gardening, in which he took'some 
pride. Uccasionally some pretty 
flowers of his rearing, were left at 
the house of his former master, and 
inquiries made of a kindly natnre. 
Thus passed some years, till one day 
he called to leave a message. Hav­
ing given it, be was about to go, 
when a word was spoken as to the im-
jJortaOce of eternal things over the 
things of time. The man's counten­
ance lighted up at once, and, putting 
his hat on the floor, he said, " Ob, I 
did so long to tell you what the Lord 
in sovereign mercy has done for my 
soul!" Seeing the surprise with 
which this news w^s received, he 
said. " Ah ! you may well wonder, 
.as I do at myself Just to think of 
the Lord taking me in hand, and 
bringing rae to know Him, aud to 
love Him ! I t seems past belief—in­
deed, at times I ca!n't beUeve it ray-
self." Asking for a few particulars 
as to this great change, the man, 
with much simplicity, said, " N o one 
had any hand in it at all but the 
Lord. He began it and ended it. 
You know what a discontented crea­
ture I was. Nothing pleased me— 
everything was wrong. I never 
thought God or man did anything 
right, for I was always of that dis­
contented tum. God took hold of 

that sin of mine, and showed me my 
-wickedness. I t condemned me day 
and night. For a year I had no 
hope, no peace ; but, in the midst of 
all my blindness, the Lord visited 
me, and cleared off all my sin, and 
brought in such a heavenly peace 
that 1 can never describe. Oh, how 
different everything looked ! I as­
sure you," said the man, with energy 
and glistening eyes, " from that time 
everything has changed. The fields, 
and the garden, and my work, and 
the weather, seem quite different. 
I know the change is here—in ray 
soul—and I feel it is the Lord's work, -
aud I know to what I owe it." " And 
to what do you owe it ?" was asked. 
" Why, to sovereign grace," said the 
man. " No thanks to me, I 'm sure. 
I t was the Lord's work, from first to 
last, and he well deserves the praise, 

• 
DECEITFUL RICHES,—Usually when 

a worldling is dead, we ask, how 
rich did he die ? O! say many, be died 
rich ; he hath left a great estate, 
Alas ,'• the poor man hath slept his 
sleep, lost his dream, and now he 
awakes,' he finds nothing in his hand. 
Where lies his golden heap ? Only 
the rust of that heap ia gone to wit­
ness against him ; his mammon fails 
him, only the unrighteousness of it 
follows him ; others have the uae of 
i t ; only tiie abuse of it he carries to 
judgment with him: be hath made 
his friends, but he hath undone him­
self :—So that I may justly -write 
this motto upon every bag, this ia 
the price of blood. Shall I then 
treasure up the price of blood ? No ! 
Christ hath instructed me, as a stew­
ard ; therefore, what I have, and 
need not, Christ shall have in his 
members, that need, and have not. 
So the transitory creatures, when 
they shall slide away, shall not carry 
me with them ; but when I shall pa.ss 
away, I shall carry them with me. 

* < * f 

—Live one moment at a time, and 
that moment by faith in the Son of 
God. 



63 THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN. 

B E A T I N G T H E I B MOTHER. 

Benjamin Franklin, writing to 
Thomas Paine, urging • him not to 
publish the " Age of Reason," said 
to him: " You are probably indebt­
ed to religion for the habits of virtue 
on which you so just ly value your­
self. You might easily display your 
excellent talents of reasoning upon 
a less hazardous subject, and there­
by obtain a high rank. Among us it 
is not necessary, as among tbe Hot­
tentots, that a youth, to be raised 
into the company of men, shonld 
prove his manhood by beating his 
mother." The pertinency of this 
argument as against Paine cannot 
fail to be seen by any one. And it is 
equaUy applicable to tbe modern 
apostles of infideUty and their more 
noisy followers. 

Wha t Franklin ad-vised Paine not 
to do is what the advocates of infi­
delity of all shades of abUity and 
attainments, are busily engaged in 
doing. They are beating their 
mother. To Christianity do they 
owe all that distinguishes them from 
heathen. Blot ont all that Chris­
tianity has done for the education, 
civilization and elevation of man­
kind, within tbe laist eighteen cen­
turies, and what of intelligence, 
good order, development of tbe 
forces of nature, and human happi­
ness would remain ? These men 
and women who are seeking to 
discredit the Bible, to destroy the 
church, and to blot out the name of 
Christ as the atoning Saviour for 
sin, from the records of the world, 
are indebted to tbe educational in­
stitutions whose foundations were 
laid by Christian hands for whatever 
of leaming, science or philosophy 
they may have; and to the influence 
of the religion of Christ forrprotec-
tion by Christian laws, for the hap­
piness and pnrity of their domestic 
life, and for all J;hat is tender, beau­
tiful and grand among men. 

If ingratitude to parents be one of 
tbe baaest exhibitions of human 

nature, who can measure the extent 
ot the depravity which leads those 
who have received so mueh from 
Christianity to revile it, to labor for 
the destruction of its institutions, to 
•dishonor it, and cast contempt upon 
its author, and even to strive to 
dethrone the God of the Universe ? 
Let those who profess so much sym­
pathy with aU that is truthful and 
good, and who boast such a pro­
found esteem .and affection for aU 
that is human, at least cease t o 
e-vince thefr supposed superiority by 
beating their mother—-Christianity. 
This proceeding is, to say the least, 
very unseemly, and is something of 
which manly natures ought not to 
be guilty.—Presbyterian Banner. 

*-•-» 
—The rays of happiness, Uke those 

of light, are colorless when broken. 

—The great man is he who chooses 
the right with invincible resolution; 
who resists the sorest temptations 
from within and -without; who bears 
the heaviest burden cheerfully; who 
is calmest in storms, and most fear­
less nnder menace and frowns ; and 
whose reUance on truth, on virtue, 
and on God, is most unfaltering. 

—Few will question the observa­
tion of Bev. H. W. Bellows, though 
a Unitarian, that he "never knew 
one man or woman who steadily eva­
ded the house of prayer and pub­
lic worship on the Lord's day—who 
habitually neglected it, and had a 
theory on which it was neglected— 
that did not corae to grief, and bring 
other people to grief." 

—Private prayer is the golden 
pipe through which the Lord is gra­
ciously pleased to convey spiritual 
blessings to the sonl. He knoweth 
all our wants, and, without our ask­
ing him, could supply all our wants 
in the best manner and at the best 
possible time. But he -will be in­
qufred of by the house of Israel, to 
do for them according to the ex­
ceeding great and precious promises 
he has given. 
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EDITORIAL. 
FALLING. 

Tbat there is no need that any one 
shonld, under any circumstances, fall 
from the grace of God, the Scriptures 
plainly declare. Tet that every one 
may, they are equally expUcit, 
"Wherefore let him that thinketh he 
standeth take heed lest he faU.-l, Cor. 
X, 12. God never warns where there 
is no danger. But the Bible atoounds 
in warnings against falling — hence 
we conclude that the danger must be 
great. " Beware lest ye also, being led 
away -with the error of the -wicked, f aU 
from your own steadfastness," 

Young converts are in danger. A 
Uttle compromising here and a little 
there—going to a party " jus t this 
once,"'—conforming to the world " to 
gain influence," and the Holy Spfrit is 
grieved,and the poor, ensnared -victim 
begins to faU away from God. Dis­
couragement sets in, and the race for 
etemal life is given up. 

EstabUshed Christians are in danger 
of falling from grace. Solomon was 
old and -wise, yet he fell. He proba­
bly did not know it, as he kept up all 
the forms of the worship of God. So 
many who consider themselves estab­
lished Christians are really destitute 
of saving grace. They are of the world. 
But Christians have come out from 
the world and are separate. Some 
are covetous. "For this ye know, 
that no covetous man, who is an idol­
ater, hath any inheritance in the king­
dom of Christ and of God,"—Eph.v, 5. 

Preachers are in danger of falling. 
Perhaps no man since the days of the 
Apostles ever had more influence over 
the preachers -with whom he was asso­
ciated than John Wesley had over 
those who labored with him. Tet he 
says of them," Our preachers, many of 
them, have fallen. They are not spir­
itual. They are not aUve to God. 
They are soft, enervated, fearful of 
shame, toil, hardship. They have not 
the spfrit which God gave to Thomtis 

Lee at Pately Bridge, or to you (Mr. 
Mather) at Boston, Give me one hun­
dred preachers -who fear nothing but 
sin, and desfre nothing but God, and 
I care not a straw, whether tbey are 
clergymen or laymen. Such alone 
-wUl shake the gates of heU, and set 
up the kingdom of God upon earth," 

If John Wesley's standard is correct, 
and who can doubt it ? where are the 
preachers -who, if ever converted, have 
not f aUen 1 How many do you know 
who are not "fearful of shame, toil, 
hardship ?" How many who are full 
of faith and of the Holy Ghost, de­
claring the truth of God -with aU 
boldness? How many can say " the 
Holy Ghost -witnesseth in every city, 
saying that bonds and afflictions abide 
me. But none of these things move 
me, neither count I my life dear nnto 
myself, so that I might finish my 
course -with joy, and the ministry 
which I have received of the Lord Je­
sus, to testify the Gospel of the grace 
of God."—Acts. XX, 23, 24. 

There are some, thank God, who are 
ready to obey the call of Christ at the 
loss of all things. 

But ho-w few, even of those who pro­
fess tobe fuUy consecrated to God, are 
-wiUing to go even among thefr own 
countrymen to preach, unless they 
have an organized society to back 
them up, and thefr support assured in 
advance"? How few of those who have 
been truly converted and called of 
God to preach retain the simpUcity, 
the zeal, and the self-denial of their 
first love! 

If so many preachers are merely 
professionals, foUowing the ministry 
for a Uving; if so many are destitute 
of saving grace, is it any wonder that 
the cause of Christ is scandalized by 
ministers faUing into gross sins ? 

St. Peter gives a preventative 
against falUng. I t is reUable—appU­
cable to aU cases, and -within the 
reach of aU : " But grow in grace, and 
in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ."—2 Pet. iii, 18. 



^L.:^^:->:-^^r-n:^-S'.r. 

64 THE EAKNEST CHRISTIAJS. 

•̂1 

SELFISHNESS. 
There is nothing tha t cUngs to man 

like his selfishness. I t is the last thing 
that grace roots out of the human 
heart. The appetites may be subdued, 
the affections controlled, the temper 
bronght into subjection, pride over­
come, and stUl selfishness remain. I t 
is the last enemy that holds out in the 
soul of man against the dominion of 
grace. 

A young man came to us recently 
for spiritual help. We found that his 
difiacnlty was an un-willingness to 

. obey the oaU of God to preach. Some 
years ago he went out on a circuit in 
Oanada, full of faith and courage. He 
met with encouraging success. The 
Lord gave him favor -with the people, 
and accompanied the word he preach­
ed, -with the power of His Spirit, A 
local preacher, a man of means, and 
a man of high standing in the church, 
kindly offered him a home. After he 
had been there some weeks, the 
preacher noticed a remarkable falUng 
oft in the condition of his horse. 
From being fat and Uvely, as he was 
when he went there, he became so 
poor as scarcely to be able to get 
around the circuit. This was the more 
remarkable, as the preacher himself 
took care of his horse, and was told to 
give him all the oats he wanted, from 
a weU-filled bin. The farmer noticed 
his changed appearance, and told the 
preacher he must give his horse more 
oats. The preacher did so. But his 
appearance did not improve. One 
morning, after taking, care of his 
horse, the preacher unexpectedly 
went back to the b a m for something 
he had left. To his surprise and hor­
ror, there stood the farmer, -with a 
measure, taking away the oats from 
the horse. Withont saylng.a word,he 
turned and went back to the house 
saying to himself he wonld never 
preach again. He at once left the cir­
cuit, -without expressing any reason, 
and of course lost his peace and joy 
in God. 

This -was doubtless an extreme case. 
Tet how few there are on whom yon 
can depend to do any service for you 
as carefully as they wonld do it for 
themselves 1 Tet anything less than 
this faUs below the Gospel rule. Our 
Sa-viour says, Therefore all things what­
soever ye would that -men should do to 
you,do ye even, so to them: for this is the 
law and the prophets.—Matt. vU, 12. 
This is a simple rule, easUy appUed to 
his own conduct, by any one who hon­
estly desires to make the appUcation. 
I t requfres of us, when we undertake 
to do anything for another, to do it as 
faithfully as we would for oui-selves. 
His interests should-be as safe in our 
hands as they woiUd be in his own. I t 
may be we expect an insufficient re­
compense, or even no recompense. 
That makes no diflerence. When we 
promised to render the serviee, we laid 
onrselves under obligations to do it 
-well. Paul says, " I am debtor bdth 
to the Greeks and to the Barbarians." 
Not that they had done anything for 
him. They had persecuted him on 
every occasion, whenever the slightest 
pretext could be found. But he had 
undertaken, in answer to the call of 
God, to preach to them the Gospel of 
Christ. By assuming the duty, he felt 
himself under obligations to make 
known to them the great truths whicb 
should make them wise unto salvation. 
No matter how they treated him, he 
was stUl their debtor. 

Then when you find yourself doing 
by others—using their property, do­
ing thefr errands, or construing 
thefr words or actions—more unfavor­
ably than you would do by yourself, 
rest assured that selflshness is at the 
bottom. Tou are not fuUy saved. Yon 
need to die out more fuUy to self. A 
more complete consecration is called 
for. You should seek by importunate 
prayer the pentecostal fire—^that wUl 
burn up the selfishness stiU remaining. 
Do you -want this thorough work'? 
Nothing short of it -wiU introduce you 
into the etemal kingdom of God. 
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Ainong the few sayings of our Lord, 
recorded by aU four of the evangel­
ists, is the foUowing, to which we aU 
do weU to take beed : " H e that loveth 
his Ufe shall lose i t ; and he tlwit hat­
eth his Ule in this world, shaB. keep 
it nnto life etemal."—John ^ ^ , 25. 
See also, Matt, x, 39 ; Mark. viu, 35 ; 
and Luke ix," 24. _ ^ 

UNION. 
Whether union is desfrable or not 

depends altogether on the things 
which are to be united. In nature, 
substances whieh have no affinity for 
each other may be mixed, but they 
wiU not nnite. Light and darkness 
have no comniunion. God has sepa­
rated sLa and holiness. They will not 
harmonize. Men may seek to unite 
them, but the effort is vain. They 
have nothing in common. Christ -wiU 
not walk -with BeUaJ, even though the 
latter may covet his company. 

I t is f oUy to seek to unite a church 
that has come out from the world,-with 
a chnrch that is conformed to the 
world. I t wUl not improve either. 

The Mississippi is a clear stream ; 
the Missouri muddy. When they 
eome together the united stream is 
muddy. A few drops of ink wUl color 
a tumbler-fuU of water. 

I t is now quite the fashion to cry out 
for nnion. Some, in thefr great zeal 
for nnion, have scattered thefr own 
famUies, and wherever they gain an 
influence, they divide those whom 
God has united. They introduce, 
wherever possible, a spirit of division. 
Against sueh we are wamed. "Now 
I beseech yon, bretliren, mark them 
which canse divisions and offences 
contrary to the doctrine which ye have 
letCmed ; and avoid them. For they 
that are such serve not oui Lord Jesus 
Christ, but thefr o-wn beUy; and by 
good words and fafr speeches deceive 
the hearts of the simple."—Rom. xvi, 
17,18. 

Our first aim should be to get people 
to the Lord. When they are really 
nnited to Him they -wiU be in har­
mony -with each other. ' ' Bnt he tha t 

is joined unto the Lord is one spirit." 
—1 Cor. -vi, 17. This union is an Indi-
•vidual one. I t is bronght about by a 
personal," voluntary, permanent con­
secration to God, Lamps hanging 
around a wall must each be filled and 
trimmed and Ughted by itself. When 
each sends ont its own pnre light 
there is no difBculty in making them 
shine in common. So when you get 
people flUed -with God's blessed Spirit, 
it is easy to get them united. Those 
who were baptized with the Holy 
Ghost on the day of Pentecost needed, 
no exhortation to bring them togeth­
er. Of thefr own accord they had ' ' aU 
things in common." 

StUl among those who are united to­
the Lord and who have his Spfrit, dif­
ferences of opinion may arise. This 
was the case with Paul and Barnabas. 
But neither of them was -wrong. They 
disagreed, probably because it was 
best tba t they shonld disagree. They 
conld no longer work together becanse 
tbe time had come when they should 
work apart. More heard the Gospel 
from thefr Heaven-touehed Ups than 
could have done if they had stayed 
together. 

But when we flnd ourselves disa­
greeing with God's saints, we should see 
tha t we are not self--wUled. I t is hard 
to admit tha t we can be -wrong. Yet 
he who never admits it makes but lit­
tle improvement. A spirit of submis­
sion becomes a disciple of Christ. 
Whenever others have as much right 
to thefr opinion, as we have to ours,-we 
should never insist upon having onr 
own way. We should concede, r.s far 
aa we can, even to the weaknesses 
and prejudices of others where con­
cession involves no sin. "Itherefore, 
the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you 
that ye walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are caUed, -with aU 
lowUness and meekness, -with longsnf-
fering,foTbearing one another in love; 
endeavoring to keep the unity of the 
spirit Iq the bond of peace."—Eph. ix, 
1-3. 
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BE SERIOUS. 
The Spirit of God never dweUs with 

a spirit of levity. Tbe two- are not 
agreed. There is as -wide a difference 
between tbe joy which the Lord gives 
and the joy of the world, as there is 
between the natural motions of a liv­
ing being and the contortions of a 
dead one produced by electricity. A 
true Christian is not gloomy and mo­
rose—and he is no tUght and trifling. 
There is something ghastly in the 
mirth of a man standing on the gal­
lows, on which in a few moments he is 
to suffer for his crimes. No rightly 
disposed person would feel Uke laugh­
ing at his witticisms and imitating his 
jokes. So no Christian who is alive to 
etemal reaUties can sport -with his fel­
low men on the brink of ruin. If he 
is in a proper spiritual condition he 
has no disposition to do it. 

Many preachers would succeed 
much better in thefr work if they had 
reUgion enough to make them serious. 
But if one goes in for sport 'and fim 
through tbe week, he cannot expect 
tihat the solemn truths which he utters 
on the Sab'^ath -wUl have any more 
inflnence -with his congregation than 
they have with him. He may affect 
an eamestness he does not feel, bnt 
few -will be deceived. If you walk 
-with God, seriousness -wiU character­
ize the whole of your deportment. He 
that holds converse with Deity is not 
amused at trifles. An elephant does 
not cut antics Uke a monkey. A her­
ald sent from Heaven with an impor­
tant message for mortals does not be­
have himself, when out of the pulpit, 
like a strolling actor. He is not de­
ceived by the flimsy pretense that to 
gain an influence with sinners, he 
mnst smoke or joke with them. Paul's 
exhortation to a young minister was : 
"Le t no man despise thy youth; but 
be thon an example of the believers, 
in word, in conversation, in charity, in 
apirit, in faith, in purity."—1. Tim, -vi, 
12. 

Those you make sport with -wiU de­

spise yon. By your acts yon place 
yourself on a level -with them and they 
will in thefr own estimation place you 
below themselves, for they wiU say 
that they are not hypocrites—they do 
not claim to be anything more than 
they are, 

A Christian is engaged in a serious 
work. To escape heU and gain Heav­
en is the most important work in 
which a man ean be employed. He ean 
be no trifler who beUeves the words of 
Christ. "But I say unto yon, that 
every idle word that men shall speak, 
they shall give account thereof in 
the day of judgment."—Matt, xii, 36. 

IN BROOKLYN, 
We had the pleasure of attending 

the General Quarterly meeting a t 
Brooklyn, N, Y,, the 17th and 18th of 
January. I t was a blessed season. 
The testimony of the saints showed 
that they are holding on thefr way 
rejoicing. The large and attentive 
congregation manifested a deep inter­
est in the word preached. 

Action is being taken to raise a 
fund to buUd a church, which is 
greatly wanted. There is no place 
where free churches are so much 
needed as in our large cities. But it 
is very difflcnlt to estabUsh one. 
Land is high. The population, espec­
ially the working classes, is fluctuating 
—it costs so much tobuUd and-idstain 
the popvUar churches that every meth­
od known to man is adopted to secure 
for thefr support every one possessed 
of means. : Many are artfuUy drawn 
in to pay thefr money against thefr 
settled, conscientious convictions. 
They support reUgious institutions in 
which they have no confidence. 

AMONG THE GERMANS,—On Mon­
day eve, following the General Quar­
terly Meeting, we preached for our 
German Society in New York. They 
worship in a haU on Grand Street, I t 
was ̂ crowded by an inteUigent, inter­
ested audience. We have rarely en­
joyed a service better, God was in 
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our midst, of a tmth. AU felt his 
presence. A number rose for prayers 
as seekers of salvation, A few clear 
testimonies were given, , At the close. 
Brother Kettles, the pastor, stated 
that they had a fund previously raised 
and invested in Government bonds of 
two thonsand dollars towards buying 
a lot and building a church. He said 
that those who felt free to do it might 
give in thefr names -with the amount 
which they felt free to pay for this 
purpose. In about ten minutes, -with­
out urging, with the best of feeling, 
he raised over one thousand dollars to 
be added to the amount on hand. 
This was another demonstration of 
what has long been an established 
conviction -with us, that there is no 
way to raise money among Christians 
like appealing dfrectly to thefr love 
for Christ. He who tmly loves Christ 
-wiU do more ont of love for him than 

from any other motive. 
^ - f * 

A T ALTON, N , Y.—Under the labors 
of Bev. A. Smith, the Lord is gracious­
ly pouring out his Spfrit. A number 
have been converted, and the work 
seems to have only commenced. We 
spent the Sabbath, Jan, 25th, -with 
them, and it was a memorable day. 
The altaar was flUed at tbe close of the 
moming service with seekers for par­
don and pnrity. In the evening a 
number came forward seeking pardon. 
We trust the work -will go on fall hun­
dreds are saved. 

«« « ». •— 
OUB. PROSPECTS are brightening. 

Some of onr friends are taking hold 
in good eamest to extend our cfrcula-
lation, and with the best results. We 
tender to such our sincere thanks. 
New subscribersmay stiU be sent in. 
We tmst aU our friends wiUtake hold 
and send us one or more new subscri­
bers. We can stUl supply the Janu-
uary number. CaU the attention of 
young converts to T H E EARNEST 
CECRISTIAN. I t -wiU help them Spfrit­
uaUy to read it. Let us hear from 
you soon. 

MISTAKES.—It is a very great an­
noyance to us to see typographical er­
rors in T H E EARNEST CHRISTIAN. 
GeneraUy it is remarkably free from 
them. In this respect it will usually 
bear a favorable comparison -with any 
magazine in the land. But sometimes 
we overlook an error. Sometimes 
when we are away,errors wiU creep in 
in spite of the eare of ctynpetent per­
sons whom we leave in charge. We 
console ourselves -with the reflection 
in such cases, that those who notice 
the errors, wiU know how to correct 
them, , I t is hnman to err—and, we 
must confess it—sprinters are human, -

CORRESPONDENCE. 

T H E EARNEST CHRISTIAN has been 
a great bleasing to my souL For nearly 
twenty years I have been a reader 
of this best of magazines. During the 
time I was teaching, we—teachers in 
the same school—kept various maga­
zines and exchanged -with each other. 
I examined, too, most of the religioua 
pubUcationa of the American preas. 
In the M. E. Church, I took three of 
its largest papers. Since that time, I 
have been led to look for real sal-va­
tion publications. The conclusion to 
which I come after aU this re-view, is 
just this : -that what it professes to be 
—a magazine for the diffusion of Bible 
reUgion—THE EARNEST CHRISTIAIS- is 
beyond all question, so far as I know, 
the best, reUgions magazine in Amer­
ica. D. W. HART. 

OBITUARY. 
Mr. David Wamer—father of Rev. 

W. W. Warner, Da-vid S. Warner, of 
Spring Arbor Seminary, and of Miss 
Ella M. Warner of ChUi Seminary— 
departed this life in holy triumph, at 
his residenee, in Geneseo, Livingston,. 
Co. N. Y., December 27th, 1879. 
Aged 63 years and 9 months. He was 
born, Uved and died, on the farm tak­
en up by his faiiher, David Wamer. in 
the early settlement of the conntry. 
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Brother Wamer gave his heart to 
God in early life, and united with the 
M- E. Chureh, of which'he continued 
a member untU he united with the 
Free Methodist class a t Groveland, 
about eleven years ago. His -wife, and 
some of the chUdren, had united with 
the class when first organized; but 
Brother Wamer was slow in foUowing 
his eon-vietions, in regard to changing 
his Church relations. When, how­
ever, he had decided the question, he 
assisted freely with his means in erect­
ing a-honse of worship, and maintain­
ing the principles of Free Methodism. 

He was highly respected in the com­
munity in which he Uved, as a man of 
integrity and uprightness. In his 
Christian course, he was subject at 
times, to great depression of spirit, un­
der temptation, thus preventing that 
constant state of -victory, in which it 
is the wUl of the Lord, to preserve his 
chUdren. But God, who is rich in 
mercy, was pleased to sanctify, his 
last afOietion, to his spiritual good. 

Thoughpoorly in body, he attended 
the last session of the Genesee Con­
ference, as delegate from the cfrcuit 
to which he belonged. He was confin­
ed to the house most of the time after 
his return home. 

Soon after Conference, he said to 
the writer that he did not feel as clear 
in his mind as he wished, and desfred 
to be remembered at a thi'one of grace. 
A few weeks later, he felt better in his 
mind, and remarked, " I t has been 
good for me to be afflicted." I t was 
apparent, that God was drawing him 
closer to himself; but it was not imtU 
the Sabbath pre-vious to his depai-t-

-ure, t ha the gained the signal victory, 
that he enjoyed, the last week of his 
earthly existence. CaUing _ his wife 
and daughter, to engage in prayer, he 
made such a specific, definite, and en­
tfre conseoration of himself and all to 
God as brought do-wn the divine bless­
ing, in a wonderful manner, on his 
souL Prom this time he seemed fiUed 
-with holy comfort and ecstacy, ex­

claiming, over and over again, " Glo 
ry. Glory, Glory, Saved to the utter­
most. Saved to the uttermost." The 
foUowing expressions are a few, 
among many of like character, made 
during his few remaining'days,—"I 
feel as if I was right on the borders of 
Heaven." "This is Heaven begun."^ 
"He flUs me with Himself," " H e 
gives me the victory over all." "The 
grave looks lovely." " I am all ready, 
I want to go." "This is no fiction, 
this is reaUty." " O how I praise God, 
and -will to all eternity, that he ever 
gave me such a family ; that would 
not give me up, but held right on to 
me, tiU I got saved." Thus, -with the 
clear light of eternity, shining on his 
soul, he gave his emphatic endorse­
ment to the course of his f amUy in the 
past, and exhorted them to be valiant 
for the truth, and do aU they could, t o 
snatch poor souls from ruin's brink. 
He called his children, one by one, to 
his bedside, and placing his hand on 
the head of eaeh, gave them his part­
ing counsel, and benediction. He • 
had a word of exhortation for aU Who 
came in, and left messages for friends 
not present. I t was remarked by 
himself and others, that his mind 
seemed unusually clear. Those who 
witnessed these scenes unite in de­
claring, that they were indescribably 
glorious. In the presence of such -vic­
tories, sorrow and suffering flee away 
from -Christian hearts. The fanuly 
moui-n not as those who have no 
hope. GEO. W . COLEMAN. 

. LOVE FEAST. 
J. SIMONSON.—My soul rejoices in 

the God of my salvation. Jesus is 
watering my soul -with his Spirit daily, 
and he is feeding me -with the manna 
that never perishes; therefore my 
heart praises him -with aU the power 
he has given me, and I intend to press 
forward to the mark, that I may have 
a glorious entrance to the kingdom of 
my Redeemer, where all the blood-
washed are ! 
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