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JOY A N D REJOICE. 

BY RBV. B. T. KOBEKTS. 

Paul, assured of his acceptance 
with God, was determined to rejoice 
under all circumstances. Submis
sion is too tame a word to express 
hia hearty iacquiescence in whatever 
might befall bim in doing tbe work 
of Christ. Tbe prospect of death 
did not lessen his holy triumph. To 
his brethren he wrote : Yea, and i f 
Ibe off'ered upon the sacrifice and 
service of your fa i th , I foy, and re
joice, w'lth you all.—^Pbil. ii, 17. He 
not only exulted in his own soul, 
bnt he was not slow to express to 
others bis boly exultation. 

Divine joy is an essential element 
of true Christianity; and to rejoice 
in the Lord, or to give outward ex
pression to this inward joy is one of 
the dnties of every Christian. Many 
wbo once knew tbis tmth appear to 
have lost sight of it altogether ; and 
many who call themselves Christians 
seem to have never known it, at 
least by experience. -

Ministers often tell their people 
they need not look for joy—ouly do 
their duty, and believe ih Christ, 
and they will come out all right. In 
social meetings some, who seem to 

be devoted, will say : " I am not 
looking for joy. I only want to do 
the will of God." 

Such teaching is not Scriptural. 
I t tends to make Pharisees and not 
Christians. I t encourages people to 
take up with a part for the whole. 
I t leaves ont tbat whicb our Saviour 
commands us to have in its fnllness, 
Christianity without joy is like an 
engine •without steam. Instead of 
moving others, it must itself be 
moved by an outside force. When 
it should stir tbe world, it depends 
upon worldly influences to keep it
self going. Chnrches -withont holy 
joy are obliged, in order tp raise 
funds to meet their necessary ex
penses, to sell their pews, to get up 
festivals, and entertainments, and, 
in general, to appeal to worldly, 
sensual motives. But a church, in 
wbich the members rejoice in the 
Lord has the means, not only to 
sustain itself, but to carry on • ag
gressive operations. A locomotive 
with tbe steam up, not only goes 
without help, but it draws the train. 
To every chnrch, to every Christian, 
I would declare it, until it makes a 
decided impression, The j o y of the 
L o r d is your strength. Nothing 
should be accepted as a substitute. 

That joy is an essential part of a 
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sound. Christian experience, the 
Scriptures plainly teach. 

The Saviour says, " These things 
have I spoken unto you that my joy 
might remain in you, and that your 
joy might be fu l l . "^John xv, 11. 
Here we have the source of the 
Christian's joy ; it comes from 
C h r i s t — m y j o y ; its conditions 
abiding in Him—tliese things have I 
spoken unto you ; its permanence— 
that my joy might remain in you ; 
and its degree—tfiat your joy might 
be fuU. 

Our Saviour declares that it is a 
gift which no vicissitude of fortune 
can affect, and one of wbich no mor
tal can deprive us. Your heart 
shall rejoice,, and your joy no man 
taketh f rom you.—Jno. xvi, 22. So, 
instead of telling his disciples to 
"never mind the joy," be urges 
them to seek it in its fullness. 
" Hitherto bave ye asked nothing 
in my name; ask, and ye shall re
ceive, that your joy may be full."— 
Jno. xvi, 24. 

Paul, in describing tbe religion 
• which will give its possessors a part 
in God's eternal kingdom, says : 
"Fo r the kingdom of God is not meat 
and drink ; but righteousness, and 
peace, and joy in lhe HolyGhost ." 
—Rom. xiv, 17. W e might as well 
say that righteousness or peace is 
not essential to a sound Christian 
experience as to leave out the joy. 
God has joined the three togeiher, 
and let uo man put them asunder. 
The Apostle prays that Christians 
might be fllled with joy—not from 
any degree of worldly prosperity, 
but directly from Christ, .^oic the 
(rod of hope fill yon icifh all joy and 

peace in believing.—-l^om. xv, 13. 
And instead of trying to suppress 
their joy as though it were fanaticaj, 
and of bad tendency, he says: " Not 
for that we have dominion over your 
faith, but are helpers of your joy" 
—2 Cor. i, 24. 

In California, you never hear one 
complain of the rain, though it 
pours down from day to day ; be
cause an abundance of rain, in its 
season, secures abundant harvests. 
So the Apostle James instructs us to 
reckon our trials, joy, becanse ofthe 
benefits they will bring to us, if 
rightly improved. " M y brethren, 
count it all joy when yo fall into di
vers temptations."—Ja?. i, 2. 

Among the frnits of the Spirit,, 
Paul gives to joy a place second 
only to love. " But tbe fruit of tbe 
Spirit is love, joy."—Gal. v, 22. 

These Scriptures, it appears to us, 
are sufficiently plain to convince 
any one that joy is not a mere gra
cious accomplishment, or an extraor
dinary gift which one may, or may 
not have, aud still be righ't at heart, 
but is essential to the Christian 
character. Not but that a true 
Christian will have afflictions and 
sorrows, but down deep underneath 
all is an under-cnrrent of solid, sa
cred joy, tbat enables him to say 
with Paul, " As sorroicfid, yet al
ways rejoicing." 

This hallowed joy, if we have it, 
cannot well be kept to ourselves. 
And it should not be, if it could. 
The world, searching in vain for hap
piness in the dance, in the bar-room, 
in gathering gold, and in spending 
gold, in decorating the body, and 
in pampering its appetites, should 
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be told by all who know it, that the 
secret of happiness, is found in the 
"love of God sbed abroad in our 
hearts by tbe Holy Ghost which is 
given unto us." 

To rejoice, is to give an outward 
expression to inward joy. I t is to 
make known to others, in some way, 
the gladness in God which a soul 
feels when it is assured of its inter
est in Christ. I t is to manifest as 
best we may, the Heavenly rapture 
with which the Holy Spirit fills a 
holy soul. -Whom, having not seen, 
ye love; in whom, though now ye 
see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice 
with joy unspeakable and ful l of 
glory.—1 Pet. i, 8. Here, those 
who believe are said to rejoice. 
They do not keep their joy to them
selves. 

Christians are commanded to re
joice. " Blessed are ye, when men 
shall hate you, and when they shall 
separate you from their company, 
and shall reproach you, and cast out 
your name as evU, for the Son of 
Man's sake. Rejoice ye in that day, 
and leap for joy : for, behold, your 
reward is great in Heaven."—^Luke 
vi, 22, 23. 

Here the Savionr commands his 
disciples to rejoice under persecu
tions. 

"Finally, my brethren, rejoice in 
the Lord."—Phil, iii, 1. Rejoice in 
ihe Lord always; and again I say, 
rejoice.—Phil, iv, 4. 

But we will not multiply pas
sages on tbis point. No one doubts 
bat that it is one of the duties of a 
Christian to pray. Tou would be 
slow to believe that one is converted 
who never prayed- One who never 

prays canjtot be in a very good re
ligious state. If you will examine' 
the Bible 'carefully, you will find 
tbat there is quite as much said 
about Christians rejoicing, as there . 
is about their praying. They are 
commanded quite as fi-equently, and 
quite as positively to rejoice, as tbey 
are to pray. The examples are as 
numerous. Full as much stress is 
laid upon the one as upon the other. 

In what way should we rejoice ? 
Should it be in a formal, stereo
typed way, by rule ? Should we 
hire, or employ others to do our re
joicing for us ? 

To one who really desires light, the 
Scriptures shed clear light npon these 
questions. God's ancient people in tbe 
season of the year in which there 
was no rain, were to dwell in booths 
made of boughs for a week and re
joice before tbe Lord. The command 
reads, "And ye shall take yon on the 
first day the boughs of goodly trees, 
branches of palm trees, and the 
boughs of thick trees, and widows 
of the brook; and ye shall rejoice be
fore the Lord yonr God seven days." 
—^Lev. xxiii, 40. 

The saints are often represented in 
the Scriptures as shouting for joy. 
" And David danced before the Lord 
with all his might; and David was 
girded with a linen ephod. So David 
and all the honse of Israel brought 
up the ark of the Lord with shouting, 
and with the sound of the trumpet." 
— 2̂ Sam. vi, 14, 15. " O clap your 
hands, all ye people; shout unto God 
with the voice of triumph."—Ps. 
xlvii, 1. . Our Saviour made His tri
umphant entrance into Jerusalem 
amid the most extravagant manifes-
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tations of joy. "And as he went, they 
spread their clothes in the way. 
And w-hen he was come nigh, even 
now at the descent of the Mount of 
Olives, tbe whole multitude of the 
disciples began to rejoice and praise 
God with a loud voice for all the 
mighty works that they had seen; 
saying, Blessed be the King that 
cometh in the name of the Lord: 
peace in heaven, and glory in the 
highest."—Luke xix, 36-38. " Cry 
out and shout, thon inhabitants of 
Zion: for great is. the Holy One of 
Israel in the midst of thee."—Isa. 
xii, 6. 

If this is the teaching of the Bible 
upon this subject, why is there not 
more rejoicing among the professed 
people of God ? 

One reason is that it is offensive 
to mere fonnalists; and as their 
money is needed to help meet the 
extravagant expenditures of popular 
churches, in most of these, genuine 
demonstrations of religious joy must 
be suppressed. The tastes of David's 
wife must be consulted.—2 Sam. vi, 
20. At tbe request ofthe Pharisees, 
the noisy disciples must be rebuked 
by those in authority, though tbey 
are not by the Master.—Luke xix, 39, 
40. 

Another reason is that but a small 
proportion of church members have 
ever been truly converted to God. 
Many have never been even awaken
ed. They have never exhibited the 
marks of an awakened soul. All the 
while that they were professing to 
seek the Lord Ihey were as gay, as 
dressy, as light, as trivial as ever, and 
they have been since. " They never 
made an efibrt to " avoid evil of 

every kind, especially tbat which is 
most generally practiced," as the 
Methodist Discipline says all truly 
awakened souls do. Some after 
uniting with the church become eveu 
more fashionable than before. Others 
who were partly awakened, stopped 
short of conversion. They took a 
step in the right direction—felt betr 
ter, and received this as an evidence 
of their acceptance with God. Of 
course none of this class can under
stand why a Christian should shout 
and praise God. They never had 
the " joys of salvation;" they be
lieve they are Christians, and there
fore they conclude that it is no 
necessary part of a genuine religious 
experience. 

Finally, many who were once 
happy in God's love, have backslid
den in heart, and do not seern to 
know it. They have given way to 
a fretful, fault-finding disposition, or 
to envious, jealous feelings. They 
have spoken evil of their brethi'en or 
have became sordid and selfish to a 
degree. They are shut up In them
selves, and tbey think they have 
great jieace and evenness of mind, 
when it is only the peace of spiritual 
death. They onee had power with 
God and men,but their power is gone, 
and their presence in a religious 
meeting is scarcely felt. Some even 
think that they have in their exper
ience, got beyond rejoicing ! What 
could snch sonls do if tbey should 
get to Heaven ? 

Beloveds, if joy is a part ofa Chris
tian's experience, then do not take up 

' -without it. Give up all, confess all 
that the Lord shows you you should; 
draw nigh to God, and let your un
ceasing prayer be,RESTOKE rmTOSCE 
THE J O T OP T H Y S A L V A T I O J T ; AJTD UP
HOLD J IB -WITH T H T F S E B S P I E I T . — 
Ps. li, 12. 
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PREACHING TO P R E A C H E R S . 

In the pastoral letter from the 
House of Bishops of the Episcopal 
Church, occurs this passage on the 
necessity of practical righteousness : 

" Many of the religious guides and 
teachers of the people address them
selves too little to the conscience, 
and aim at other ends than the for
mation ofthe principles of Christian 
righteousness ; therefore the land is 
daily humiliated by financial crimes, 
frauds, defalcations, and betrayals 
in its trusted citizens. Patriotism 
fails to restrain men from robbing 
their country, or natural pity from 
ruining the orphan, the widow, the 
Indian. Violated contracts, fiduc
iary perversions, forgery and per
jury, make np the alarming records 
of the public press. Nothing will 
prevent these crimes, but a fearless 
affirmation of the commandments of 
the Most High, with all their sanc
tions and penalties. W e exhort 
those of you who preach Christ, to 
preach right living, and to preach it 
not in generalities, but in definite 
particulars. Multitudes in all com
munities weigh our work and learn 
the claims of our system not from 
our literature, but from the lives of 
those whom we baptize and confirm. 
We are sent to call sinnere to repent 
of specific sins of dishonesty and 
double dealing, of lying and cheat
ing, of slander and swearing, of lust 
and idleness, of excesses in eating 
and drinking and dress, of gambling 
and rioting, and of the beginnings 
of all these iniquities. W e are to 
uncover all their modifications, dis
guises and apologies. W e are to re
buke selfishness in all its ungodly 
shapes, impiety in all its practical 
profanations; and, on the other 
hand, we are to instruct in and en
courage, by precept and consecrated 
fives, all the virtues of a godly 
character—honesty and truthful
ness, sincerity and constancy, mod-
•eration, sobriety, and purity of life, 
gentleness, compassion and charity. 

W e beseech you so distinctly to prac
tice the precepts of religion, that men 
who see your manners may be able 
to give names to the graces and vir
tues which you illustrate." 

'THE SECRET OF THE LORD." 

B T REV. W. T . HOGG, 

" The secret ot the Lord la with them that fear 
h im: and he will show them his coTenant.^'— 
Psa , XXT, l i . , 

The secret of the Lord Is known. 
To those who tmly fear his name; 

The covenant of Hifl grace is shown. 
To sonls who humbly seek tbe same. 

"Hid from the wise and pmdent" minds 
Of man who scom the narrow way. 

This secret is ** revealed to babes*'— 
To those who humbly tmst and pray. 

Not to the busy throngs of men,. 
In mad pursuit of worldly good. 

Doth God reveal His *' own new name''— 
The righteousness of Jesus' blood, 

Bnt to tbe meek and lowly sonls, 
"Who dwell within Hia " secret place," 

Qoth the Invisible reveal, 
Tbe brightness of His glorious face. 

The pure in heart, behold their Lord, ' 
• And walk In feUowship Divine; 

Their " life is bid with Christ in God," 
Tbeir hearts bave beaven formed within. 

O, wondrons bliss, of those who dwell 
Within the Temple's " holiest" place! 

The secret of tbe Lord is tbeirs, 
Witb all the fnllness of bis grace ! 

—"This is true charity, to believe 
all things, and hope all things, so 
long as we see the Bible doctrines 
maintained and Christ exalted, but 
no longer. Christ mnst be the sin
gle standard by which all opinions 
must be measured. Let us hope 
well about all who honor him. But 
let us never forget that the same 
apostle Paul who wrote about char
ity, says also, ' I f any man have not 
the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be 
Anathema. ' " 
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F R U I T O F OUR L I P S . 

BY HAKNAH FELTON. 

Everything of this material world 
is so created that it is ever giving 
and receiving. Man is by far tbe 
greatest recipient, as well as bestow-
er, and it may perhaps be readily 
affirmed, ihat in no one thing are 
men so lavish in giving, as words; 
and •with tbe words tbere is influence. 

These lips of ours are ever giving 
fruit. The worSs are spoken—they 
are considered by those who hear, 
and often they are repeated. If they 
are good words, right words, then 
the result may be good ; but if they 
are unkind words, having an influ
ence hot for good, a savor that taints 
holy lives, how much better were it 
that they die in the instant with the 
thought that prompts them. We 
should remember fruit does not often 
waste away unheeded—it is picked 
up and tasted by many. I t fre
quently requires wisdom more than 
we possess, that we may have words, 
ready, right, and appropriate to tbe 
circumstances wherein we are placed. 
Surely it is a gift to be earnestly 
coveted, to be able to speak the word 
in season. A very devoted Chris
tian lady was placed by the provi
dence of God, in a circle of friends 
who were very lively and sportive 
in conversation, as well as worldly 
in life. She saw her position at once, 
aud thus remarked to another: " W e 
must pray that we may have tbe 
lead in conversation.'' And she did 
lead in a w-ay truly remarkable. 
Ricb experiences were told, not only 
regarding the spiritual life, but also 
in temporal matters, and bodily sick
ness. This prepared the way for-
personal conversation on the most 
important of all subjects, our salva
tion from sin. 

A young lady who bad realized 
tbe vital meaning of the words," T e 
must be born again," called one day, 
on business, at the home of a pro
fessed Universalist. Her theme was 

her conversion, her personal experi
ence of this life in Christ, told in a 
pleasant, cheerful way. The woman 
afterward remarked lo a neighbor 
when speaking of this C3ll,that when 
she left, she felt as thongh an angel 
had been in the house. 

A well-meaning brother once oc
cupied the place as preacher to quite 
an audience of devoted Christians. 
The burden of his discourse was the 
faults, errors, and short-comings of 
the membership in anotber locality. 
The congregation dispersed—no one 
pleased—^no one profited by the 
hearing of so painful a recital—no 
one encouraged in the way of holi
ness, no one persuaded to leave sins 
and lay up treasures in heaven. 

" He that -wdnneth souls is wise— 
the fruit of the righteons is a tree of 
life." " I sat down under his.shadow 
with great delight, and his fruit was 
sweet to my taste." 

Let us offer the sacrifice of praise 
to God continually, that is, the fruit 
of our lips; giving thanks to his 

—" We must not cease to hope for 
the wicked, but rather pray for 
them the more diligently, that ' they 
may become good ; because the 
number of saints has, at all times, 
been increased from the number of 
the ungodly." " 

—Beware of being wise above 
that which is written. Beware of 
forming fanciful theories of yonr 
own, and then trying to make the 
Bible square with them. Beware of 
making selections from your Bible 
to suit your taste. Dare not to say, 
" I believe this verse, for I like it. I 
refuse that, fbr I cannot reconcile it 
with my views." Nay ! but, 0 
man, who art thou that repliest 
against God? By what right do 
you talk in this way? Surely, it 
were better to say, over every chap
ter in the word," "Speak,'Lord, for 
thy servant heareth." 
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W I L L I N G SERVICE. 

The question is not, Have you 
come to any understanding what
ever with God ? but exactly what is 
your nnderstanding with Him? 

In His word God has set forth His 
dear Son as Head over His house
hold. In the household there are 
servants, children, and the bride. 
Where do yon stand ? Have yon 
taken your place among the servants, 
or with the children, or in the bridal 
relation -with Christ ? 

Servants serve for wagea and a 
home. Tou, if you have taken the 
servant's place in the household of 
God, are serving Him for wages and 
a home with Him in heaven at last. 

Children serve not for a home or 
for wages. Their father's home is 
their's. They do not require wages, 
because he is to supply all their 
need according to his .riches, in love 
and in good things, and they are to 
inherit all he has: and you, if you 
bave accepted a place as a child iu 
the housfehold of God, have come 
where all your cares are cast upon 
the Lord, because He cares for you. 
The freedom of the child in the 
household is yours, the kinship is 
yours. Tou do not serve for wages 
or a home after death, because you 
know that you are a joint-heir with 
Cbrist, and all God is and has is 
yours already by the free gift of 
God in and •writh His Son in prospect; 
not given to yon as wages, but as an 
heir. 

The bride serves in the household 
moi-e, and better, than servants, and 
witb far greater fullness of love than 
the children. She is one with tbe 
head of the house. His love has 
been poured into her heart in its 
fnllness, and has filled it and over
flowed it as with rivera of love of 
whicb she knew nothing until she 
knew His love ; and it is her delight 
to know and to do His will. What
ever troubles or cares or burdens 
may come, she brings them at once 
to her husband, and sbe bas not far 

to come, she is one with him, and 
her place is in his bosom. So yoo-, 
if you have really come to an under
standing with God, and taken at His 
hands the wondrous gift of his dear 
Son as the Bridegroom of your heart, 
have fonnd your place in his bosom, 
your bome in His heart, and your, 
heart has taken in the glorious liber
ty and wealth of the bridal position 
in the household of God. 

Which of these is your place ? Are 
you a servant in the household, 
serving for wages and a home ? Or 
a child having home and heirship, 
serving for love ? Or is tbe bridal 
relation yours, in the fnllness of its 
endowment, with all your royal 
Bridegroom has and is as your own 
and with Him ? 

Whichever it is, you bave comie 
into it, not by growth, but by ac
cepting it at the hands of God; that 
is, by a definite understanding with 
Him. 

Servants come into their place in 
the households of men, by an agree
ment. 

Children are adopted into the 
fanuly of God, and if they do not 
also adopt in heart the loving Son 
and accept His love to them, the 
transaction is so one-sided, that, as 
is always the case in the families of 
men-, they drop down directly into 
the place of servants. 

The bridal relation is taken in 
God's household with Christ by an 
understanding as definite—and infin
itely more deep in its interchange 
of heart and hand—as ordinarily 
takes place in human wedlock. Por 
if tbe acceptance of Christ by us be 
not full and complete, if His perfect 
love is not taken upon the strength 
of His word, that it may be in the 
heart an infinite fountain, rivei-s of 
love cannot pour forth from i t ; 
and if onr heart be not wholly given 
up to Him in confidence to receive 
all He is and has as our own in Him, 
the bridal position will be taken only 
in name, not in reality, and we, 
though we may think ourselves in 
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it, will yet really dropdown in heart 
into the place of the servant. 

Tou will not understand the ques
tion to be, Which place is it, 
whether as servant, child or bride, 
that you have had chosen for you ? 
There is no question as to God's 

t choice for us. He purposes to us 
fullness of nnion with his Son. This 
is what our Lord himself set before 
His disciples and prayed for on their 
behalf and onrs the last thing before 
going forth to the agony of Gethse
mane and the sacrifice of Calvary 
for us. 

This is what is so wonderfully un
folded in Hosea; and declared in 
Ephesians (iv.) to be the grand pur
pose of God in giving gifts and min
istries manifold to us by the Spirit 
from Christ in His ascension to 
glory. 

No, if we come short of the bridal 
union with Christ in our present ex
perience, it is not because fle is not 
presented to us by the Father to be 
our Bridegroom, nor becanse Christ 
does not freely give us His heart 
and hand ; but because we do not 
take Him as our Bridegroom. He 
is given as our Bridegroom, but we 
take only the servant's plaee, or at 
most the child's. 

Then why does He assent to it ? 
Because it is the best we will take. 
Love always gives the most and the 
best that will be taken. Nay^ surely 
this is a weak, negative way of put
t ing the matter. God so loves us 
that He is not oniy willing to bring 
us into complete and full unity with 
His Sou, but He does all that bound
less love aud perfect wisdom can do, 
and bears with our slowness and 
perverseness, and deals with ns in a 
marvelous w.ay. He lures us into 
the household as servants, where we 
may see oihers in the freedom of 
children and fullness of the bridal 
life, on purj>ose to make us huogi-y 
and to humble us. May He even 
bear with lis in our Achan-like sins 
of sacrilegious covetousness of the 
spirit of victory, in appropriating 

what ought to be His, and keeping 
what ought to be destroyed, in order 
to bring our sins to the valley of 
Achor as he did Achan to be judged 
and put to death, that we might te
ceive from thence our bridegroom 
and enter into the fnllness of bridal 
union with Him. 

Tour understanding •with God; 
does it come short of what God 
presents and presses, in His word as 
His gracious gift ? Shall it be so in 
the future ? Will you not now ac
cept all, and that simply upon tbe 
strength of His word ? He will meet 
you if you will, and fulfill His loving 
purpose according to His own riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus.— Times of 
Refreshing. 

T H E G E B A T BATTLE.—Tou fancy 
you will go to heaven, because you 
go regularly to chnrch. Tou in
dulge an expectation of eternal life, 
because you are always at the Lord's 
table, and are never missing in yoor 
pew. But, where is your repen--
tance? Where is your faith? 
Where are your evidences of a new 
heart ? Where is the work of the 
Spirit ? Where are the proofs that 
you are fighting the great battle? 
Oh, formal Christian, con'sider these 
questions ! Tremble, tremble and 
repent. 

Tou live on, year after year, as if 
there was no battle to be fought 
with sin, the world, and the devil 
Tou pass through life a smiling, 
laughing, gentleman-like or lady
like person, and behave as if there 
was no devil, no heaven and no helL 
Oh, awake to see eternal realities in 
their true l ight ! Awake,and pnt 
on the armor of God ! Awake, and 
fight hard for life ! Tremble, trem
ble, and repent. The great battle 
must be fought by all who want to 
be saved. And more than this, it 
must be won.—Ryle. 

— " T o mean well is not every-
thinsr in relisrion." 
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HEAVENLT HAPPINESS . 

BY REV. E. GILBEKT. 

"The mental and moral constitu
tion of man shows that he was 
formed for happiness. The suffering 
of the holy on earth is merely inci
dental, and transient—limited to a 
sbort period of probation. 

The happiness of the future state 
is not based merely on a location in 
heaven. Multitudes are more anxi
ous for a location in heaven, than 
for the mental and moral prepara
tion required as pre-requisite—as the 
indispensable conditions, or, ele
ments of etemal bliss. Were an un
holy man to enter heaven, he would 
find tbe place, the employment, and 
the company all at variance with bis 
habits and tastes. The mere physi
cal beauty of heaven, might for 
awhile, gratify his curiosity. Con
templating the " pearl" gates, he 
would desire to utilize them in the 
manufacture of ornaments for the 
giddy and the gay. Looking at the 
" river of life," he would remember 
that, on earth he loved the intoxica
ting draughts of the saloon. Seeing 
companies of swift-winged angels 
flying from earth, bearing in their 
arms blood-redeemed souls that death 
had released, he would remember 
that, on earth he lived and died a 
persecutor of Christ's humble fol
lowers. Hearing the saved relate 
how God had led tbem to repen
tance, to regeneration, and to holi
ness—how they worshipped, and held 
communion with God in humble, 
earthly sanctuaries, he could but re
member that, while he lived on earth, 
he despised these now beautified 
spirits, and shunned their company 
in disgust, and went in preference 
to the carousal of the bar-room, the 
giddy dance, or, enjoyed the chit
chat of his worldly associates—hat
ing the noisy meeting of saints on 
earth ? How could he endure the 
loud shouts of heaven? If he 
should attempt to join in the " song 

of Moses, and of the Lamb," on 
arriving at the words, " To him 
that redeemed us, and washed us in 
his own blood," he wonld choke 
with the words, as the bitter thought 
would rush upon his mind : " I was 
not washed from sin. I dashed the 
cup of a free salvation from my 
parched lips while on earth, and 
now, I have no moral affinity forthe 
" river oflife, no taste tor the society, 
or for the enployments of heaven." 
Catching a glimpse of Him, who, in 
infinite holiness, occupies the " great 
white throne," he wonld exclaim 
with dying Altamont, " HeU itself 
wonld be a refuge, if it would only 
hide me from the frowns of the Al
mighty !" 

The Scriptures ahd the philosophy 
of tbe human mind, alik'e, lead us to 
tbe conclusion, that some of the es
sential elements of the happiness of 
the future state are : 

1. Perfect holiness. God is ho
ly ; Christ, in his compound nature, 
is holy; angels are holy ; and the 
bloOd-redeemed are holy. Holiness 
is the sublime golden chain that 
binds in happy fellowship, all heaven. 

2. Complete release from all 
physical suffering—" all tears wiped 
away." 

3. A consciousness that heaven 
will be eternal in duration. Conld 
tbe inhabitants of heaven believe, 
that, in the lapse of eternal ages, 
they would be annihilated, or, that 
heaven would become disorganized, 
it would greatly mar their bliss. 

4. Perifect confidence in the pur
ity, motives, and general character 
of each other. 

5. A delight in the services, and 
general employment of the heavenly 
inhabitants. There will be no idle
ness in heaven. WTien God confers 
upon a creature the power of self-lo
comotion, it has something to do. 
Wesley held that the "spir i ts of 
just men made perfect," were active 
in the salvation of men. Dr. Toung 
says, " Men emerge angels from their 
clay." 
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P R E C I O U S PROMISES, 

The promises of God are very 
precious to every believing heart. 
There are many precions promises 
On record for us. In them all our 
wants are met. Whatsoever our 
conditions in life, whatsoever diffi
culties or dangers may surround or 
perplex us, there is in God's rich 
treasury a promise to suit our case. 
Oh ! what a consolation it is to con
template the precious promises, to 
rest in them and know that they are 
immutable. 

W e have a kind and loving Fath
er—a Father whose promises never 
fail! Without resei-ve, -without hesi
tation, he has plainly and -distinctly 
promised precious and great things. 
In his " Whatsoever" he has opened 
all his treasuries unto us. He has 
given us access to his great and 
bountiful store-house. Hear Christ's 
own word : " W b a t things soever ye 
desire when ye pray, believe that ye 
shallreceive them, and ye shall have 
them," "Verily, verily, I say unto 
yon, he that believeth on me, the 
works that I do shall he do also, and 
greater works than these shall he do, 
because I go to my Fa ther ; and 
whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, 
that will I do, that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son." "If ye abide 
in me, and my words abide in you, 
ask what ye will and it shallbe done 
unto you." , 

Praise his name! W e may ask, and 
by faitb, receive all that God has 
promised, God is honored when we 
believe him and appropriate to our
selves tbe great things offered unto 
us so freely. Here is another pre
cious promise: " But my God shall 
supply all 'your need according to 
his riches in glory by Jesus Cbrist." 
—Phil, iv, 19, What a promise ! Oh! 
how precious! Not only precions, 
but also sure. He (Christ) is ever 
present with his people, for he hath 
so declared: " L o I am with you al
ways, even imto the end of the 
world." He leaves not bis children 

in the -wilderness to be exposed to 
their enemies,, but watches over theni 
with tenderness, and " Causeth them 
to lie down in green pastures, and 
leadeth them by still waters." Are 
we beset by temptation ? He also 
has promised that we should not he 
tempted above that we are able, bnt 
that -with the temptation he will 
make a way of escape. Are we in 

'deep affliction, overburdened with 
sorrows ? To whom can we go 
more freely for consolation, than to 
the great Comforter ? He tells ns, 
he does not afliict us willingly, bnt, 
as a father pitieth his children, so he 
pitieth us. He listens 'to the cries 
of his children, and is with them m 
the hour of distress to support them 
with his promises—" According to 
the riches of his glory, by Christ Je
sus !" And, will God do all tbis? 
Tes ! And, he is willing to do far 
more. He is able to do " exceeding 
abundantly, above all we ask or 
think," Oh ! how precious are the 
promises of God, our Father ! 

Dear reader, art thou cast down 
under the burden of thy sins? 
There is hope also for thee. Listen 
to the loving Saviour's own most 
gracious words: " Ask, and ye shall 
receive; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened nnto 
you." And again : " Come unto ' 
me, all ye tbat labor and are heavy 
laden," and, what a promise ! "and I 
will give you rest." 

Are you laden with sin and gOilt, 
laboring to free yourself from the 
burden ? Cease struggling in yonr 
own strength, cease to seek rest hy 
works, by your own self-righteons-
ness, and come to Jesus ; he will 
give yon rest. 

Are you laboring under difficnl
ties ? are you burdened with cares f 
are you heavy-laden with crosses? 
have you to mourn on account of 
blasted hopes? is your sorrow 
greater than you can bear ? Come 
to the Savionr ; he will give yon 
rest. When Jesus gives rest, it i8 
rest indeed—rest from sin, sorrow, 
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care and distress, or, whatever may 
burden you, only come lo Jesds. 
"Come—and I -will give you rest." 
This is a great, a- very comprehen-
sive promise. In this strong and 
precious promise, God means what 
he says. I t is impossible for his 
promises to fail. " Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but my words 
shall not pass away." Come to Je^ 
sus, now—to-day ! for to-morrow, it 
may be too late. 

• » > 

THE H O L T SPIBIT.—If yon have 
not yet felt the converting power of 
the Spirit, you must be diligent in 
attending those means of grace 
through which the Spirit works. 
Tou mnst regularly hear that word 
which is his sword. -Ton must ba-
bitnally attend those assemblies 
where his presence is promised. 
Toa must, in short, be found in tbe 
way of the Spirit, if you want the 
Spirit to do you good. Blind Bar-
timeus would never bave received 
sight had he sat lazily at home, and 
not come forth to sit by the wayside. 
Zaccheus might never have seen 
Jesns, and become a son of Abra
ham, if had uot run before and 
climbed up into the sycamore tree. 
The Spirit is a loving and good 
Spirit. But he wbo despises means 
of grace, resists the Holy Ghost. I 
firmly believe that no man ever act
ed honestly and perseveringly, who 
did not sooner or later, have the 
Spirit, and find by experience tbat 
heLs "Mighty to save."—RyU. 

—" Barren sonl, how many show
ers of graee, how many dews from 
heaven, hast thon enjoyed ! How 
many times have the silver streams 
ofthe city of God run gliding by 
thy roots, to cause thee to bring 
forth fniit ? These showers and 
streams, and the drops that bane 
upon thy boughs, -will be accounted 
for; and will they not testify 
against thee, that thou oughtest of 
right to be burned ? Hear and 
tfemble, O thou barren professor !" 

ENCOURAGEMENT. 

BT MES. D. A. CATTON. 

There are periods in the life, of 
every Christian, when there seems 
to be need of special encouragement 
—^when it seems as though the soul 
would be overcome by Satan, if the 
Spirit of the Lord did not raise up a 
standard against him. 

I had such an experience at one 
time, and the Lord wonderfully en
couraged me by a portion of Scrip
ture ; so that, for days, I went in the 
strength of it, and felt that the 
promise was fulfilled. 

I was passing through severe and 
fiery trials, and my way was so 
hedged np, that I could see no way 
out. I kept looking to the Lord, 
and my cry was unto him. Brother 
Reddy came to hold a quarterly 
meeting for us, and preached with 
his usual fi-eedom, but nothing 
reached my case. I went through 
the meeting, feeling greatly de
pressed in spirit. I remembered hear
ing Brother Heath, a man who had, 
for many years, walked very closely, 
with the Lord, say that he believed 
there was in the Bible, something 
exactly adapted to the wants of ev
ery child of God, every hour of 
their lives, and on that word they 
might rest. 

I went from the church to my 
boarding-place, and up to my room. 
Having lighted the lamp, I stood 
by tbe shelf, upon which my Bible 
was lying, and opened on tfaese 
words, found in Isaiah xii, 13: " For 
I, the Lord thy God, will hold thy 
rigbt hand, saying unto thee, fear 
no t ; I will help thee." 

I t came to my heart, as a new rev
elation from above; I closed the 
book, fell on my knees before the 
Lord, and said : " I t is enongh. I 
take thee at tby word—The promise 
is mine—mine now—made for me.'* 

He did, indeed, hold my " right 
hand." Satan resisted, fled from 
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me, and, I proved him faithful, " that 
had promised." 

Oh, ye tempest-tossed and tempt
ed one, lay hold on the promise; 
for^ " heaven _ and earth shall pass 
a^way, before one word -will fail" of 
all that our God has promised. 

T H E P E A C E O F GOD. 

B T HAEKIBT B. JOXES. 

The Saviour says, " Peace I leave 
with you ; my peace I give uuto 
you; not as the world giveth, give 
I unto you." This peace of God is 
one of the fruits of the Spiri t ; the 
result of believing on Christ •with 
the heart. I t is independent of out
ward circumstances. There is noth
ing in this world which can give 
this peace, and, whUe the soul is 
trusting in Jesus, there is nothing 
that can disturb it. Satan will at
tempt to destroy it, but he is not 
able. Not all the forces of earth 
and hell combined, are sufficient to 
rob the soul of the peace which the 
Saviour gives. 

I t is like the river flowing to
ward the mighty ocean. " Of His 
government and peace there shall 
be no end." 

This peace is something to which 
the Unconverted heart is an entire 
stranger ; for, " The wicked are like 
the troubled sea, when it cannot 
rest, whose waters cast up mire and 
dir t ." " There is no {jpeace, saith 
my God, to the •wicked." They 
may have enjoyment in the pleas
ures of the world, but peace, th3y 
cannot have, and, how transient are 
all theii' joys. 

W h y should professors of relig
ion plead for worldly amusements 
as though they were necessary to 
their happiness ? It must be, that 
any who do this, know not the 
peace of God. 

•-*-• 
— " I t is edifying often to call to 

mind how God has led us in the 
way." 

A LESSON FROM JESUS. • 

" Ask and it shall be given yon ; seek, and n 
shall flnd; knock, and it shall be opened nnto yoo-
for, everyone tbat asketb, receiveth : and he thu 
seeketh, flndeth."—Matt, vii, 7, S 

The gist of the gracious worda 
which we have quoted from the lipg 
of our teacher, is fonnd in the coin
cidences of these two sentences; 
" For, every one that asketh, receiv
eth,, and he that seeketh, findeth." 
To ask, then, is to receive. To seek, 
is to find. Asking and receivina 
seeking and finding, are coetaneons 
and inseparable events. I t is like 
breathing and living, and living and 
breathing. Our Lord evidently re
capitulates Himself, and modifies 
His promise, to emphasize this 
thought. His object is to intensify 
the threefold promise of the seventh 
verse, and, to give it a present and 
personal application. Nay, more; 
it is to show the utter impossibility 
of nraking a fruitless approach to 
Him. Can there be a sun withont 
sunshine ? Can we incorporate 
nourishment without re-invigora-
tion ? No more can we ask •with
out receiving, or seek -without find
ing. There are no qualifying terms, 
and nothing prospective in the pas
sage. I t contains only two simple 
conditions, asking and seeking. 
Compliance with these, reduces the 
question of salvation to an absolute 
certainty, and makes its reception s 
current and consummated event. 

Of course, asking and seeking are 
generic terms, including all the 
steps and states of mind involved in 
coming to Christ, such as repen
tance, consecration, and faith. But 
all these may be compressed into 
one aet of surrender, and one cry 
for mercy. I t is look and live. 
Can you look into light and not see? 
No more cau you behold the Lamb 
of God and not have your sins taken 
away. As the sight of the brazen 
serpent brought healing to Israel's 
dying thonsands ; so a glance into 
the face of Jesus, sends life and 
health to the soul. But, you must 
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jsk and you must seek. Tes , you 
must ask in words and seek in effort. 
Here lies the mistake of thousands. 
They delude themselves into a sort 
of submissive inertia. In a false 
sense, they put themselves into the 
hands of God. That is, they nestle 
down in a totally passive state, like 
dead matter, and complacently in
quire, is it not enough, that we 
lie in the hands of God, as " clay 
in the hands of the Pot ter ? No, 
it is not enough, if understood 
in your absurd sense of mental inac
tivity and spiritual torpor. Tou are 
more than a lump of plaster-mud in 
the reckoning- and requirements of 
God. Ton have^ a will and power 
of choice and action. God cannot 
coerce that wil l ; it would be to re
peal your responsibility, and rob 
you of manhood to do so. Unre
sisting passiveness is a virtue, but 
tbat. IS not tbe limit of penitential 
concern, or tbe maximum of Chris
tian duty. Tou must actually ask. 
You must earnestly seek. Tou 
must do something or die. T o n are 
made a " cg-worker with God," and 
unless you co-work, you will receive 
the grace of God in vain.—2 Cor. vi, 
1. Salvation is the product of two 
concurrent forces ; " God working 
in ns to -will and to do," and man 
" working out his ,own salvation 
with fear and trembling."—Phil, ii, 
12. Some persons wheedle them
selves into comfortable inaction and 
sluggishness, by saying, " I have no 
will of my own; it is all lost and 
s^wallowed up in God's will." Not 
so. Does God require us to abdi
cate our manhood, and fling con
tempt upon our God-like attribute 
of liberty ? N o ; God is pleased, 
that we have a will, and only de
mands that we operate that •will in 
nnision and harmony with his -will. 
The height of holiness is the ac
quiescence on our part in the -will of 
God as revealed in fais word- But 
that very acquiescence implies will 
m US, and -will, too, in responsible 
exercise. How can I acquiesce in 

tfae development of God's plans 
and purposes, unless I put forth my 
volitions to do so? 

Sanctification in all cases is the 
concurrence of two wills. God wUls 
" even our sanctification."—1 ThSss. 
iv, 3. W e must acquiesce by saying, 
" T h y will be done."—Matt. VI, 10. 
God •will make haste to work his 
will in us, provided we thus ask 
him. Not otherwise will fae set up 
fais whole kingdom in us, full of 
righteousness, peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghost. But, in order to do 
this, and, as a hinge on which the 
whole realization turns, we must 
" seek first the kingdom of God and ' 
his righteousness."—^Matt. vi, .33. 
In any event, reader, a s k ; ask, if 
you feel like it ; ask, if you do not 
feel like it. Seek, if you find your
self so disposed ; rf not so disposed, 
nevertheless, seek. Have no refer
ence to your emotions or natural in
clinations. Ask and seek, even in 
defiance of an aversion thereto. Do 
it on principle ; do it perforce of 
your will power; do it under a sol
emn conviction of your accountabili
ty. But, put your whole soul into 
the work. Compose your mind, 
gather up all your thoughts, concen
trate your attention, and put your 
entire being upon the pursuit of 
tfais one object, Jesus, and fais salva
tion. As ships make for the harbor 
in storms, so break from sin and 
steer for safety. A s streams con
verge and yin to the sea, so pour 
out your soul to God, and centre all 
the forces of your nature in Him. 
Be in earnest, and scorn not to 
plead. As birdlings bestir them
selves in their nest, stretch up their 
necks, open their beaks, and chatter 
for the food on wfaich their life de
pends ; 80 exert yourself and lift 
imploring eyes and hands and heart 
for that " holiness •without whicb no 
man shall see the Lord."—Heb. xii, 
14. Do this, and God sfaall come 
Ln loving faaste and fill your hungry 
soul with righteousness.- As the 
mother-bird comes qmckly, and 
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t 

cheers her helpless yonng with the 
music of her voice and the flutter of 
her wings, and fills their little 
moutfas with an abundance of far
fetched bounty, so the Lord will 
come to yoa in his Spirit, descend
ing like a dove, and lighting upon 
you, as he did upon Jesus, and abid
ing there. He shall herald his ap
proach, not by the hum of his wings, 
but by the sweeter peal of his prom
ise, " Open thy mouth wide, and I 
will fill i t ."—Ps. Ixxxi, 10.—Divine 
Life. 

M A K E H I M REAL.—Bring the 
Lord into your home and your cir
cumstances. Things do not go well 
in your household, perhaps, nor in 
your circumstanees either. Tou 
wonder why it is. Wonder not. 
I t is because you bring the Lord so 
little into them. How can it be 
otherwise, with him so little ac
knowledged ? How can it be oth
erwise, when you are not cast upon 
faim in all tfaat pertains to you ? 

Change your plans. Bring the 
Lord into your home, and plans, 
and duties, and circnmstances. 

Live not on as you have done, 
realizing his presence so little. Tfae 
name of Jesus is no mere fancy. 
He is a reality. He is a bosom 
friend, a loving Fatfaer, a gracious 
Saviour, a very present help. 

Make him so to you. Live not 
outside of these precious relation
ships. How strangely will all 
things change then ! Ton will be 
lifted above things that fret you. 
Tou will rise into a new element. 

Bring the Lord iuto everything. 
Tell him everything. Make him 
your constant friend and companion. 
Make him real. Ojily then will you 
know him ; only then •will his unut
terable preciousness unfold itself in 
your heart.—Faitii Words. 

— " Wha t is salvation ? Deliver
ance fi-om the love of sin, and the 
guilt of sin." 

P R I M I T I V E MINISTERS. 

A Letter f rom Bishop George to 
Rev. Abner Chase, in 1821. 

" M T D E A B BEOTHEE : I deem it 
my duty to propose a few questions, 
which you are at liberty to make 
such use of as you may think prop
er among those whom they concern. 
Thefirst is : are we not, as minis
ters, departing from tbe spirit ofthe 
itinerant plan adopted by our fa
thers and predecessors, who, by 
voluntary sacrifices, zealous labors, 
and perseverance, have taken the 
ground and formed the greater part 
of North America into circuits and 
stations ? Did these veterans, in 
former days, go to their conferences 
•with the intention to search for 
pleasant places, or agreeable cir
cuits' and stations, made ready for 
their accommodation, and suited to 
their enjoyments ? Were tbey 
afflicted and vexed, if they were not 
gratified ? If that had been the 
case at the time when there were no 
such agreeable places, what would 
have become of us as a people? 
We safely answer, we should have 
been no people. Our predecessors 
would have retired to their homes, 
and there would have been no 
cfaurcfaes constituted or established. 

Again, is it not unreasonable and 
oppressive to blame those who have 
the management of the appoint
ments, when all the preachers are 
not suited with tbeir circuits and 
stations, while it is out of the pow
er of those who arrange tfae appoint
ments to make the places such as 
tbe preachers may desire ; aud there 
must be, in the present state of 
things, some places less agreeable 
than others. 

Again, would it not be mucb 
more like the primitive ministers of 
Christy for preachers to go peaca-
bly to their work, and make those 
disagreeable places pleasant, than 
to go murmuring because all things 
have not been made ready to their 
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hands ? In apostolic times, the 
ministers of the cross did not rejoice 
in entering into other men's labors ; 
but, in making spirited efforts to 
preserve the testimony of a good 
conscience, and, in extending the 
victory of the cross among Jews 
and'Gentiles, and in building up the 
walls of Zion nnder tbe pressure of 
hnnger, nakedness, and persecution 
of all kinds, rejoicing that they 
were counted worthy to suffer for 
tbe honor and glory of their holy 
Master. Would it not be the bet
ter way to deal plainly witfa such 
men, and let them know, that if 
they are not willing to share in the 
difiiculties, as well as tfae comforts 
ofour institutions, they are not do
ing as they would others should do 
to them ; and they, therefore, may 
expect to meet the frown of their 
brethren ; for, no man will submit 
peacefully to work hard constantly 
and suffer privations, that others 
may enjoy tfae fruits of his labors 
perpetually. 

Again, what shall we do when 
our people make demands upon us 
for gifts and zeal which are not 
within our reach ; and, when they 
eomplain of those who have the 
management of arranging the ap
pointments, becavise certain preach
ers are appointed to labor among 

, tbem, while we all know it is abso
lutely necessary to give such excep
tionable preachers appointments, 
while the conference retums such 
men effective ? 

Permit rae to ask, further : 
Would not Gospel order and broth
erly kindness direct us to inform 
such brethren plainly, what their 
standing among tbe members of the 
chureli is, that they may bestirred 
np to study and to holiness, and so 
remove the objections against them, 
or retire from the field of labor, for, 
no man of common prudence would 
wish to impose himself upon a peo
ple who would inform him personal
ly or otherwise, that they did not 
want his services! Perhaps it may 

be said, our people are hard to 
please. My acquaintance with the 
Methodists, for a number of years, 
has fixed an opinion tbat tbey are 
disposed to pati'onize preachers, 
whose gifts and labors are calculat
ed to enlighten the understanding 
and warm the affections. But, 
when they are neither instructed, 
quickened, nor comforted, they con
clude such labors are worse than 
useless, as tbey are only a waste of 
time. But, if souls are quickened, 
convicted, converted, and led on to 
holiness hy the public and private 
labors of their preachers, tfae Meth
odist people are willing to encour-" 
age such preachers in every way 
they prudently can. 

* * * * 
On this subject of holiness, my 

dear brother, permit me to plead 
witfa you affectionately, and witfa 
all the traveling and local preachers 
to preacfa tfae doctrine and recoin-
mend the spirit and practice of holi
ness by a holy life and pious 
conversation; and permit me to 
plead successfully witfa tfae exhort
ers, leaders, and members generally, 
to pursue holiness as the highest 
and best gift of heaven, while we 
are probationers in this world of 
tribulation. This is no time to 
lower the Gospel standard, wfaile 
we .see the miserable doctrines of 
Socinianism and Antinomianism 
marching about with so much 
popularity. 

Holiness which places us at the 
feet of Jesus, where we may rejoice 
evei-more, pray without ceasing, 
and, in everything give thanks, 
will save us from the mischie'i'iouB 
and ruinous contagion of such doc
trines. W e shall then constantly 
know for ourselves that, without 
divine assistance, we can do noth
ing ; but, through Christ strength
ening us, we can do all things. 

I remain yours in the bonds of 
peaceful Gospel, 

EKOCH GEOEGE. 
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W O R K I N F A I T H . 

BT EEV. M. N. DOWNING. 

We are called to be co-workers to
gether with God in the great work of 
soul-saving, and building up tbe 
cause of Christ. 

God saves man by man. He sup
plies the power to work, and makes 
the application of faithful toil. W e 
are to work for God. All that we 
faithfully do in his service, being 
guided by his Spirit—in faith, tends 
directly or indirectly to the salvation 
of our own souls and the salvation of 
others also. 

W e should toil in faith. God 
honors faith, because faith honors 
him. The preacher of righteousness 
should preach in faith. Gospel 
preaching is seed-so-wing. The seed 
is good because it is the wordof God. 
Some of it will take root. " I t will 
not return to me void," saith the 
Lord. All that the preacher does 
for God should be done in faith; 
When he prays, and reads the 
Scriptures in the public congrega
tions; when he •visits from house to 
house to pray with and instruct the 
people; wfaen he holds protracted 
meetings, he shonld do all these 
things in faith. 

Every saint of God should do 
whatever they do for God, in faith. 
Faith's foundation is deep, broad 
and abiding. 

I t is the unchangeable word ofthe 
Infinite God. He is AIl-"Wise, Al
mighty, Omnipresent, and Infinitely 
Good. " But witbout faith it is im
possible to please Him: for he that 
cometh to God must believe that he 
is, and that he is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him."—Heb. 
xi, 6. 

God is wi ihout" variableness, nei
ther shadow of turning," hence it 
honors him to be trusted with all 
our personal interests, and the inter
ests of his cause, under all circum
stances. 

One may toil much, and-be filled 

with doubts as to the results prom
ised. This is painful and unsatis
factory. If God blesses for the 
sake of others such toil, the toiler 
receives but little benefit in his own 
soul. But faith gives rest to the 
soul, whether results immediately 
appear or not. Faith says, duty is 
mine—results are God's. Faith 
saves from murmuring. Faith 
saves from inquisitiveness as to 
God's method of answering prayer. 
Faith gives the spirit a refreshino-
bath, and enables it to patiently 
wait on the Lord, Have fa i th in 
God.—Mark xi, 22. 

F A L S E C H A E I T T . — " I enter my 
solemn testimony against the spirit 
of the day you live in ; to warn you 
against its infection. I t is not Ath
eism I fear so much in the present 
times as Pantheism. I t is not the 
system which says nothing is true, 
so mucfa as tfae system wfaich says 
everything is tme. I t is not the 
system which says there is no Sa
viour, so much as tfae system which 
says there are many Saviours, and 
many ways to peace. It is the sys
tem which is so liberal, that it dares 
not say any tfaing is false. I t is the 
system wliich is so charitable, that 
it will allow everything to be true. 
I t is tbe system whicli seems ready 
to honor other religions as well as 
that of our Lord Jesns Christ; to 
class them all together, and hope 
well of all those who profess them. 
It is the system which is so scrupu
lous about the feelings of others, that 
we are never to say they are wrong. 
I t is the system which is so liberal, 
that it calls a man a bigot, if he 
dares to say, " I know my views are 
right." This is^the system, this is 
toue of feeling -which I fear in this 
day. This is the system which I 
desire emphatically to testify 
against, and denounce."—Ryle. 

—" I t is true that religion begets 
wealth, but the daughter often de
vours the mother." 
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BE T E K I N D . 

BY MES. E. SELLEW EOBEETS.. 

Very few find this life so free 
from sorrow 4ind so full of joy as to 
believe that this earth is their home 
and this wbrld their resting-place. 
All alike think of heaven and long 
for its rest and perfect happiness. 
There are trials in every station and 
every lot. None are entirely free from 
tribulation. Every man and every 
woman find rough paths for their feet 
sometimes. Some' trials are tfae 
common portion of all mankind. They 
must be passed through by all who 
live from cfaildfaood to a ripe age. 
Others are peculiar to certain circum
stances aud conditions. Every one, 
in their experience, has either found 
bowsweet athing is kindly sympathy, 
or bave known the disappointment 
and bitterness tbat comes from an 
imsatisfied longing after it. They 
may have had the friend present to 
help in their time of need, the 
kind word spoken in seasou, and tfae 
lender sympathy freely offered. If so, 
they have thanked God that He 
thus supplied their wants and thus 
heard and answered tbe prayer of 
their heart ; and the sweetness of that 
friendly comfort, is a bright star in 
the dark heavens. Or no human aid 
may have been offered ; - no ear but 
God's open lo their cries ; and yet, if 
Jesus, tfaeir Saviour, was near, they 
lelt that he was more than inother, 
sister, and brother. They were 
strong in the faith, and God was 
glorified. 

The strong Christian has had many 
such experiences, and has leamed to 
look to God, and not to man, for sym
pathy and help. But the weak or un
believing-—finding no brother's faand 
to grasp in the darkness—have often, 
in this way, beien led into doubt and 
confusion' and farther from God. 
Some seem to think that, as they 
have passed through a similar trial, 
and found rich blessings in the Sav
iour's faelp and presence, wfaen no aid 

from man was given, thns others are 
to be left to go through the dark 
valley alone, forgetting the command, 
" A l l things whatsoever ye would 
that men should do unto yon, do ye 
even so unto them." Others think the 
trials of those around them light com
pared to the greater furnace of 
affliction through which they have 
passed, and so, without considering 
ihat their brother's strength may be 
less, and hence his need as great,they 
fail to make the least effort to light
en his burden. 

Still a third class are those 
who, in their zeal for the salva
tion of souls, seem to bave lost 
all interest in matters temporal, 
think the body of no consequence 
at all, and have succeeded in uproot
ing all natural affections and tender 
sympathies. They will labor untir
ingly in revival meetings, preach to 
sinners with great ardor, but neglect 
to care for those of their own house
hold, and to lend a helping hand to 
their neighbor in distress. This is al
ways a reproach to the cause of Christ; 
always a stain upon the character 
of the man himself. A man will nat- ' 
urally cleave to and be influenced by 
his friends. If, whenhe is s icker 
in trouble, the Christian does not visit 
him, but some benevolent unbeliever 
gives him the help he needs,we cannoi 
wonder that he says he does not want 
the religion of the professed Cbris
tian. St. Panl commands the Ephes
ians : "And be ye kind one to anoth
er, TEKDEE-HEAKTED, forgiving One 

another, even 38 God for Christ's 
sake hath forgiven you."—Eph. iv, 
32. The Lord asks, througfa His 
prophet Isaiah, " I s not tfais the fast 
that I have chosen ? to loose the 
bands of -wickedness, to undo the 
heavy burdens, and to let the op
pressed go free, and tha t ye break 
every yoke ? Is it not to deal thy 
bread to the hungry, and that thon 
bring the poor tbat are cast out to 
thy house? when thou seest the 
naked, that thou cover him ; and 
that tbou hide not thyself from 
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thy own flesh ?" W e have rich 
tfaings - promised us if we observe 
this fast. God says He will guide 
us continually, and satisfy our souls. 
Christ has set us an example. He 
did not reproach Martha and Mary 
for their lamentations. He did not 
see fit to reprove thera when they 
were mourning the loss of a dear 
brother. No, we are told " Jesus 
wept." His mission seemed to be 
just that spoken of in Isaiah. He 
gave food to the hungry, wept with 
the mourners, comforted the broken
hearted, healed tbe sick, and raised 
the dead. He went about doing 
good. His course through the coun
try must have been marked by a 
train of light. Everywhere He dif
fused, bis blessings, giving joy for 
sorrow, and gladness for mourning. 
His ears were opened to the cries of 
all in distress or trouble. 

Tben we read in the twenty-fifth 
chapter of Matthew,when tbe Son of 
Man shall bave come in his glory, and 
have taken his seat upon the throne, 
he will say to those on his right hand, 
" Come, ye blessed of my Father, in
herit the Iringdom prepared for you 
from the foundation ofthe world: for 
I was an hungered, and yo gave me 
meat : I -was thirsty, and ye gave me 
drink : I was a stranger, and ye took 
me in : naked, and ye clothed me : 
I was sick, and ye visited me : I was 
in prison, and ye came unto me." 

•-•-• 

— " If sincerity alone -will not 
save, and there is no salvation ex
cepting in Christ, trj^ to do good to 
the souls of all who do not know 
him as a Saviour. There are mil
lions in tfais miserable condition— 
millions in foreign lands, millions in 
your own country, millions who are 
not trusting in Clirist. Tou ought 
to feel for them, if you are a true 
Christian ; you ought to pray for 
tfaem; you onght to work for them, 
while there is yet time. Do you 
really believe that Christ is the on
ly way to heaven ? then live as if 
you believed i t ," 

POR THEE. 

B T MRS. H. A, REQUA. 

'* If so be that •we snfifer with him, that we may 
be also glorified together.''—Rom. viii, 17. 

This smiting for Thy sake—amen. 
Master it shall nofmove me then; 
The willow bends beneath the blast. 
Bat rises 'when the storm is past ; 
The aowers droop beneath the rain. 
Then look to heaven and smile again ; 
The earth is fairest when the spring 
Has broken winter's icy chain; 
And birds of heaven the sweetest eing 
After the night's despotic reign. 
I rise, but to a loftier place. 
To view thee nearer—face to face. 

Thon, too, wast smitten, and thy foes. 
Who fllled thy brimming cup with woes, 
Who viewed thy wondrons love with scorn ; 
Who drove the nail, aud pressed the thorn. 
Claimed in the chosen, royal line, 
The giory of the power divine; 
And placed beneath their ban and rod. 
The Anointed—in the name of God. 
Thon did'st not curse tbem, bnt thine eye 
Ran over with tbe -weight of pain. 
O, Jesus, Saviour, hear my cry I 
And let mc breathe that life again, 
Wbich bangs on thy etemal word, 
" The scr^-ant shall be as bis Lord." 

Here is my comfort, here my bliss. 
No royal nectar sweet as tbis ; 
From the crushed blossom honey drips 
Healing o'er parched, reviving lips. 
I tread ambrosial gardens, where 
Delights dwell in the perfumed air; 
I kiss the cross that lifts me up ;— .' 
And thankful, bless the bitter cnp, 
I lay my life more close to thine. 
And feel responsive throbs divine. 
Who wonld not suffer. Lord, with thee, 
To sliare in thy felicity? 

—The leading mark of Christian
ity, is the remedy^it provides for 
sin. This is the glory and excel
lence of tfae Gospel. I t meets a 
inan as he really is. I t takes him 
as it finds him. I t goes down to 
the level to which sin has brought 
him, and offers to raise him up. It 
tells him of a remedy equal to his 
disease ; a great remedy for a great 
disease ; a great forgiveness for 
great sinners. 



THE VITAL TOUCH. 119 

T H E V I T A L TOUCH. 

BT H. A. CEOUCII. 

Jesns was on bis way to the house 
of Jairus, when a poor sick woman, 
•" Who had spent all she had, and 
had suffered many things of raany 
physicians,and was nothing bettered, 
but rather gi'ew worse," made faer 
w:-y tfarough the mnltitude that 
thronged hira, touched his garment 
and was instantly healed. " F o r , 
she said. If I may touch but his 
clotfaes, I shall be whole." I t was 
only a touch, but she was made per
fectly -whole of the disease from 
which she had suffered for twelve 
years. Only a touch and there was 
done for her, that which no human 
power could accomplish. Jesus, 
knowing what was done, " Turned 
himself about in the press, and said. 
Who touclied my clothes?" The 

. woman, conscions of the work 
wrought in her, came, fell down at 
his feet, and told him all the truth. 
Then came the blessed words from 
Jesus, " Daughter, thy faitb bath 
made tfaee whole; go in peace, and 
he whole of thy plague." 

Sin faas diffused its deadly poison 
into botli soul and body, and will 
destroy them in hell, unless we avad 
ourselves of the remedy wfaicfa God 
has provided in . Cfarist. Tfaere is 
•only this one source of help. " For 
there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved." 

I t will be useless to seek help from 
any other source. Like the woman 
that was healed, who bad spent all 
«he had, our condition will be noth
ing bettered,but rather made worse. 
•She had to come to Christ to get 
deliverance. " He tasted death for 
every man." There are provisions 
in him for the salvation of the whole 
human family. All are in-vited ; but 
to have this great salvation avail for 
us, we must come to him. The rea
son men are not saved, is becanse 
they will not come to Christ. He 

said, " T e will not come to me that 
ye might faave life." 

There were difficulties in the way. 
The multitudes thronged Jesus. 
She had to make her way through 
tbe press to reach him. Those who 
start in earnest to seek tbo salvation 
of their souls, will find obstacles in 
the way. The world, the flesh, and 
the devil, will oppose their progress. 
There is a way through. The mighty 
God of Jacob will help them. He 
will open Red Seas for them to cross. 
He will give them manna from heav
en lo eat, and water out of rock to 
drink, until he leads them to a land 
flowing with milk and honey, 
" Which is the glory of all lands." 

She had faitb in Christ. Her faith 
reached through all that stood in 
the way, until she touched his 
clothes, and virtue camo out of hira 
with healing power. "Without faitb 
it is impossible to please God; for 
he that cometfa to God must believe 
that he is, and that he is a rewarder 
of them that diligently seek faim." 
He must faave faith in Christ as fais 
Saviour. " No man cometh unto 
the Fatfaer, but by me." His faith 
must so reach througfa to the blood, 
that sin and its pollutioni^shall be 
taken away. No sin-bespoiled soul 
can come into the presence of the 
Father. The way into the holiest 
is.by the blood of Jesus. The rea
son given why those arrayed in 
white were before the throne was, 
" They have washed their robes and 
made them wliite in the blood of the 
the Lamb." 

Her faitb triumphed. All unseen 
and unheard by tfae multitude, tfae 
work was done. Sfae alone, of all 
that throng, was conscious of the 
fact. Will not Jesus let her go 
home now unnoticed, and silently 
enjoy the blessing which he has giv
en her ? No. . He stops, tumf him
self around in the press, and-Vasks, 
" W h o touched my clothes ?" - He 
holds her to a public profession of 
her faith. The cross is heavy. She, 
fearing aind trembling, comes for-

n 
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ward, falls at bis feet, and before 
thein all, declares what Jesus has 
done for her. " ^ e tells faim all tfae 
trutfa." She knew before tbe work 
was wrought, but now she has the 
blessed assurance from his own lips. 
Had she retired witfaout declaring 
wfaat Jesus had done for her, she 
would not have had his compassion
ate eyes rest on her, nor heard bim 
say," Daughter, thy faith hath made 
thee whole; go in peace, and be 
healed of thy plague." 

Weary, sin-sick one, have you 
found your way to Christ, and by 
faith so touched him that divine life 
is imparted to your soul ; the burden 
and guilt of sin removed, and have 
not beard his voice assuring you of 
your relationship to him ; but fear 
and tremble under the cross,—go 
forward in humility, tell what Jesus 
has done for you, and you shall hear 
his voice saying, "Son, daughter, 
thy sins wfaicfa are many, are all for
given." " For witfa the heart man be
lieveth unto righteousness, and with 
the mouth confession is made un
to salvation." Tou now have the wit
ness in yourself ; but then you sball 
have the testimony of God's Spirit 
witnessing with your spirit, that you 
are his child. God will hold you to 
a public profession of your faith in 
the Lord Jesus. He wants you to 
put the candle which he faas lighted 
in your souk on a candlestick. He 
wants you to take your place in tfae 
cfaurch of God, and help bear its 
burdens and share its joys. Many 
of tbe daughters of Zion hold their 
peace, because Paul has said, " Let 
your women keep silence in the 
churches." Whatever Paul may 
mean, he does not mean, " The tes
timony of Jesus, which is the spirit 
of prophecy." 

The work was instantaneous. 
She touched him and was faealed. 
Wfaen one is in the right attitude 
before God, with a child-like faith 
in Christ as their only hope, he cuts 
short the work in righteousness, and 
delivere tbe soul. If there is any 

delay, it is on our part in coming 
aright to him. 

fie says, " Now in the accepted 
time, now is the day of salvation."' 
God is ready, and ever has been 
since the days of Abel to do his part 
in the work of saving men. He 
says, "A l l things are now ready." 

One of the best saved men I ever 
saw had been a gambler and prize
fighter.. He was arrested by the 
Holy Spirit on bis way to take pas
sage to California, there to live a 
life of fighting and gambling. A 
mother's, prayers were heard in 
faeaven, and answered upon sarth. 
He was converted, and five days af-
tei-ward was sanctified, without 
knowing that tbe word, sanctifica
tion, was in the Bible, and has for 
years lived a life which faas adorned 
its profession. If you feel that sin 
is doing its deadly work on your 
soul, and you want deliverance,eome 
at once to Christ and be healed. 
Do not wait for the slow, lingering 
processes of the churcfa to bring you 
through. " Brands on flre of hell, 
need to be quenched quick." "Come 
just as you are, and come now." 

LITTLE SINS.—There are two ways 
of coming down from the top of a 
church steeple; one is to jump 
down, and the other is to come 
down by the steps ; but botfa will 
lead you to the bottom. So also 
there are two ways of going to hell; 
one is to walk into it with your 
eyes open—few people do tha t ; the 
otber is to go down by tfae steps of 
little sins; and tfaat way is very 
common. Pu t up witfa a few little 
sins, and you will soon want a few 
more. Wel l did Jeremy Taylor de
scribe the progress of sin in a man : 
" First, it startles him, tfaen it be
comes pleasing, then easy, then de
lightful, tfaen frequent, then habitu
al, then confirmed ; then the man is 
impenitent, then obstinate, then re
solves never lo repent, and tfaen he 
is damned."—Ryle. 
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« W E K N O W . " 

BT MES. E. SELLEW ROBEE-TS, 

"We know tbat we bave passed from death_ unto 
lile, because we.love the brethren."—John ill, 14. 

Nothing is more to be deplored 
tban tfae general uncertainty preva
lent among professed Christians, as 
to tfaeir state of grace. 

The majority can not positively 
say that they are numbered among 
the redeemed, are not really sure of 
their acceptance with God ; but they 
are hoping and trusting that the 

y good God will in some way save 
their souls. About present salvation 
and present victory over sin, they 
seem to know nothing at all. Un
doubtedly the reason of tbis is, that 
they are not sufiiciently interested in 
spiritual matters. I t is net the all-
important question witfa tfaem, faow 
their souls prosper, and in what re
lation they stand to tfaeir Creator. 
They seem to think that God is afar 
off, but the world very present; so 
they Uve for the most part for the 
world, and endeavor to satisfy their 
consciences by a few acts of relig
ious observances. Te t that there is 
no real satisfaction in this course, is 
evident to all. They may make it 
answer while in the full vigor of life, 
but when death is near, it will not 
do. " Wha t is. lo become of me ?" 
is a question that comes to the mind 
and can be answered satisfactorily 
only by him who believes in Jesus 
Christ, and knows for a certainty 
that his blood avails for him. 

The apostles and early disciples 
used words of no doubtful meaning. 
They were able to say, " We know;" 
and it is a blessed thing tfaat all may 
know. All may faave the witness 
within themselves, and the frnits of 
the Spirit as certain signs. If one 
has lived yeare in doubt and spirit
ual darkness, they need live so no 
longer. They may begin anew, ahd 
taking Christ for "their Saviour, be-
oome one of tfaose who know tfaat 
tfaey have passed from death nnto 
iife. 

W e cannot faelp others unless we 
have a definite -experience of our 
own. There is no power within us 
to raise up Christ, unless we bave 
found in faim our own salvation. 

The frowns or disapproval of 
others will not be able to move him 
who knows that under his feet is the 
Rock of Ages, and around him the 
everlasting arms of a perfect Sav
iour. 

LAND OP B E U L A H . — I am writing 
now from tbe moral kingdom of 
Christ in my heart. I t is not a little 
place any more ; but a great, beau
tiful land, where the waters of life 
fiow, sparkling and pure, right from 
the throne of God. Tlie pastures 
are green beside this river. Perfect 
delight and deep heart-felt satisfac
tion fills my soul every day and 
every hour. I t is so sweet 'to trust 
Jesus for all things. The possibilities 
of faith are truly wonderful when 
we give ourselves over fully into the 
power of Christ. Our blessed Sav
iour saves to the uttermost—from 
all sin, and gives perfect victory 
over the world. My heart is filled 
with praise to Him who hath re
deemed my soul, and washed my 
garments white in his own precious 
blood. I came in here by way of 
the cross. I pray that thousands 
more raay find the way. Glory be 
to Jesus forevermore."—Mrs. M . A. 
Baker. 

— " I t is one thing lo learn the 
lesson of separation and walking 
individually with God, and another 
thing to know how to operate to
gether haiinonionsly as the one 
body of the Lord." 

—" If you would prove you are 
boi-n again and going to faeaven, you 
must be a victorious soldier of 
Christ. If you would make it clear 
that you have any title to Christ's 
precious, promises, you must fight the 
good fight in Christ's canse, and in 
that figbt you must conquer." 
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THE SAINTS. 

All the holy ones are saints. I t 
matters not where you find them, 
running the rugged rounds of earth, 
or swinging their palms in glory, 
their name is tfae same, for tfaeir 
character is the same ; for saintship 
solely pertains to character, and not 
to position. If one is holy at all, he 
is introduced into the company of 
tfae saints, and so far possesses the 
saintly character ; but when che 
finishing touch of completeness in 
in Christ is given, the specific bless
ing of entire faoliness bestowed, he 
is a saint indeed ; he is perfectly 
fitted for earth or faeaven. 

A saint is a sacred person. He is 
set apart from the world. He in a 
special manner belongs to God. He 
is suspended by the ropes of faeaven, 
and only touches the earth. The 
divine hand faas reached bim, and 
tfae divine faeart enclosed hiin, and 
changed his nature to tbe likeness 
of God. His spirit is purified from 
all sin, and beautified with all grace. 
Not all the grace he can hope to 
h.ave, but he is now full of God. On 
this account it is written of him: 
" He that toucheth you, toucheth 
the apple of his eye."—Zech. ii, 8. 

A saint carries a new atmosphere 
with hiin. He does not walk over 
tfae slime-pits of Sodom ; so his gar
ments are not impregnated with the; 
mephitic gases of that burnt up 
town. He walks in a surrounding 
of God ; and the air, colorless to 
other.*, gives a heavenly hue to all 
the sights he beholds. But the world 
knows he is not of them. They de
tect a different accent, another dia-, 
lect in his discourse. They do not 
quite understand him, for they have 
not yet learned the language of Ca
naan. His habits are those of a for
eigner, a traveler, one not precisely 
fitted to all the things around him. 
He has some peculiar ideas about 
the company he keeps, tfae business 
he engages in, and «ven the gar
ments he wears. These are of a 

plain pattern, and sometimes are 
made of "sheep-skins," and "goat
skins ;" bat nnderneath all, and hid 
from the common gaze, is another. 
" T o h e r (the church) was granted 
that she should be arrayed in fine 
linen, clean and whi te ; for the fine 
linen is the righteousness of the 
saints."—Rev. xix, 8. 

A saint is a good-doer. He loves 
activity, but is not restless. He loves 
work, but it must be good work. 
He dips in his hands—blood-washed 
—and they come out as clean as they 
go in. The world does not stick to 
them. He—like the pattern shown 
in the mount, the Christly example 
—goes about doing good. He reach
es after the humble and the proud. 
He does good to bodies and souls ; 
for this world, and the world to 
come. 

Praise God for the saints on 
earth ! We see them marching along 
on tfae King's highway—soinetimes 
alone, and sometimes in troops. 
But one by one they come to the 
viaduct drawbridge called death, 
and instead of a fatal fall, the bridge, 
by a heavenly enginery, swings into 
place, and lets them go over. This 
is their last victory. Some g o over 
calmly, and others with a mighty 
shout. Tfae angelic porters take very 
little of their attention. The friends 
they sorrowing parted from, who 
went on before and now wait inside 
the gate, are but little more than re
cognized. There are rows of crowns 
hanging ihere, with stars in them, 
and names beneath. Their friends 
show them their own name and their 
own crown, then they clasp, hands, 
and off tfaey run across the plain. 
They soon come down to a walk, for 
they approach the great White 
Throne. There sits him who, while 
they were on earth, was " the Lion " 
of their " tribe,"—" the Lion ot the 
tribe,of Judah." Now be is simply 
a " Lamb,"—" the Lamb of God." 
The Lamb recognizes each saint, for 
they have been acquainted for years. 
Wha t mutual joy there is ! " Pre-
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cious in the sight of the Lord is, the 
deatfa of his saints."—Psa. cxvi, 15. 
Then they cast their crowns at his 
feet, and cry," Not unto us, O Lord, 
not unto us, bnt unto thy name 
give glory, for thy mercy and thy 
truth's sake."—Psa. cxv. 1. But the 
cherubim, return them their saintly 
crowns, and introduce them to " t h e 
general assembly and church of the 
first-born, which are written in heav
en," and the saints, old and new, 
hold a jubilee. "And they sing the 
song of Moses the servant of God, 
and the song of the Lamb, saying. 
Great and marvelous are thy works. 
Lord God Almighty, just and true 
are thy works, thou King of saints." 
— Christian Harvester. 

Tou MUST CONQUEE.—Victory is 
the only satisfactory evidence that 
you have a saving religion. Tou 
like good sermons perhaps; you re
spect the Bible, and read it occasion
ally; you say your prayers night and 
morning; you have family prayers, 
and give to religious societies. I 
thank God for this. I t is all very 
good. But how goes tfae battle ? 
How dot s the great conflict go on 
all tfais time ? Are you overcoming 
the love of tfae world and the fear of 
man ? Are you overcoming the pas
sions, tempei-s, and lusts of your own 
heart? Are yott resisting the devil 
and making him flee from yoa ? 
How is it in tbis matter ? My dear 
brother or sister, yon must either 
rule or serve sin, and the devil, and 
the world; there is no middle course. 
Tou must either conquer or be lost. 

—" Man mnst be, not improved, 
b u t ' bom again,' or ' he cannot see 
the kingdom of God. ' " 

— " A measure of this Spirit is 
given unto all men to profit withal, 
even unto sinners, to lead them to 
conviction, repentance and faith; it 
is bestowed in larger measure upon 
believers to guide them into all truth, 
to bring to their comprehension the 
precious truths of God's word." 

HOLINESS NOW. 

All orthodox Protestant churches, 
and we may add tbe Roman Cath
olic, admit tfae necessity of heart ho
liness, in order to admission into 
heaven. But all do not agree as to 
its.attainability now. The majority 
of Protestants believe in death holi
ness or growth holiness. The Cath
olics believe in purgatori'al (or fire) 
holiness. Neither growth holiness, 
death holiness, or purgatorial holi
ness, is Bible holiness. Bible holi
ness is now holiness. " Be ye faoly," 

God says to the sinner, " Repent, ' ' 
now—to the believer, " Be ye holy," 
now. Of all the opinions on this • 
subject, the greatest difference exists 
in regard to the time when we may 
be holy. 

Listen to ihe .'^entiments of a rep
resentative minister of one of the 
largest Protestant cfaurcfaes: " I n 
deed, so many impurities and imper
fections cleave to the best of us, that 
it seems to me a change must take 
place at death, only second to what 
took place at conversion. The holi
ness of the holiest man, faow far 
short it is of the holiness of heaven! 
A great deal of sin is in every case 
left behind with the body, to be 
(thank God) forever buried in its 
grave ; and could we see the. spirit 
at its departure, as Elisha saw his 
ascending master, we should see a 
mantle of impurity and imperfection 
dropped from the chariot that bears 
it to the skies. In the very hour of 
deatb, therefore, the Spirit of God 
must crown all His other labors with 
a rapid and extraordinary work of 
sanctification. How that is done is 
a mystery which we cannot fathom; 
but it would seem as if grace, like 
that species of cereus whicb opens 
its gorgeous flower only at midnight, 
bui-sts into fullest beauty amid the 
darkness of a dying hour." 

Ton see the divine admits the doc
trine, but gives the enemy, death, 
entirely too large a share in the work. 
We hold that this work is wrought 
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by the power of the Holy Ghost, in
stantaneously on the heart of the 
consecrated believer. W e read in 
Acts xxvi, 18, " Sanctified by faitii 
that is in me." If by faith, not by 
death. If by faith, not by fires of 
purgatory. If by faith, now. 

We read in the word of God of 
those that were purified, being 
" tried ;" of tfaose that were sancti
fied wfaolly, being " preserved 
blameless." As this is tfae place of 
trial, or probation, then tried in tbis 
life, hence purified sometime pre
vious to leaving this world. Paul 
prays, " Tour whole spirit, and soul, 
and body be preserved blameless un
to the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ."—I Thess. v, 23. A t death, 
body and soul sepai-ate ; so the pre
servation must of necessity take 
place while body and soul are united 
—or, in this life. 

In order to the attainment of this 
experience, it is necessary that we 
feel onr need of it; that we desire it 
greatly; that we desire it to tbat ex
tent that we will make the exhaustive 
conseci-ation required of us in the 
word of God, namely, the "present
ing our bodies a living sacrifice to 
God, which is our reasonable ser
vice." 

W e must be holy. We should be 
holy. W e may be holy, now. Aineu. 
—Banner of Holiness. 

—" In the totality of their God
lessness and worldliness, and in their 
need of regenerating graee, all stand 
on a common level,"—Divine Life. 

—" Sin is a burden, and must be 
taken, off. Sin is a defilenent, and 
must be cleansed away. Sin is a 
mighty debt, and must be paid. Sin 
is a mountain standing between us 
and heaven, and rau.'>t be removed, 
Happy is that person wfao feels all 
this ! The first step toward heaven 

t o see clearly that we deserve hell. 
• re are but two alternatives be-
o us ; we must either be forgiven 

b e miserable forever." 

O U R I N F L U E N C E 

B T MES. C. T E E E T . 

I believe our influence with the 
world is largely in proportion to our 
religion ; and that it is the duty of 
every professor of religion to use 
their influence to make the world 
better. If we are Christians and are 
living" as near to God as is our privi
lege, having our convereation in 
heaven, those about us will be affect
ed for good by our influence. ^ 

A person professing to be a Chris
tian invites the ungodly to her house 
to have a dance. This person is a 
professor of religion and is a mem
ber of the church. How far does any 
one suppose her influence would go 
towards turning the ungodly from 
their ways unto the Lord? The 
world knows whether we ai'e Chris
tians or not. If our profession is not 
sustained by a godly walk and con
versation, the world knows it and we 
lose our influence. 

There will be times when the ene
my will show his cloven foot. Well 
faas Jesus said : " By their works ye 
shall know them." O, beloved in the 
Lord, let us examine ourselves daily 
to see whether we are in the faith, 
and may the Lord help every one 
professing to follow Christ to see how 
wrong it is to do aught that will 
bring a reproach upon His cause. 

-̂ *-̂ —~. 
—" A religion witfaout Christ, a 

religion that takes away from 
Christ, or a religion' that adds any 
thing to Christ, or a religion that 
puts sincerity in the place of Christ, 
—all are alike dangerous; all are to 
be avoided, and all are alike con
trary to the doctrine of Scripture." 

— " When a man seeks for fruit 
on a tree, he goes round it and 
round i t ; now looking into this 
bough and tfaen into t h a t ; he peeps 
into the inmost boughs and tfae low
ermost bougfas, if perhaps fruit may 
be thereon. Barren fig-tree, God 
will look into all thy boughs. 
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COME. 

BT MES, D. A. CATTON. 

One who is really in earnest to get 
• to heaven, cannot but be encouraged 

in reading the word of God, lo mark 
in how raany instances occurs the 
invitation " come." 

He that is dead in trespasses and 
in sins, is in-vited to come to him who 
is able and willing to wash away all 
his guilt—" adopt him into his fami
ly, make him an heir ot God, and a 
joinl-heir with Jesus Christ, to an 
inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, 
and tfaat fadeth not away.'^ 

He that has the virtues of his 
adoption, but longs to be freed from 
the remains of the carnal mind which 
is enmity against God, is invited to 
come, and assured that, " If we con
fess our sins, he is faithfal and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness." 

" A l l Scripture is given by inspi
ration." Hear what is written : 
"Come now, and let us reason to
gether, saith the Lord : though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be 
as white as snow ; though they, be 
red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool."—Isa. i, 18. 

" Ho, every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters, and he that 
Lath no money; come ye, buy, and 
eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price." 
—Isa. Iv, 1, 

" Incline your ear, and come unto 
me : hear, and your soul shall live ; 
and I will make an everlasting cove
nant with you, even the sure mercies 
of David."—Isa. Iv, 3. 

" Come unto me, all ye that labor, 
and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest."—Mat. xi, 28. 

" Then said Jesus unto his disci
ples. If any man will come after me, 
let him deny himself, and take np 
his cross, and follow me."—Mat. 
svi, 24. 

" In the last day, that great day 
of the feast, Jesus stood and cried. 

saying, If any man thirst, let him 
come unto me, and drink."—John 
vii, 37. 

" And the Spirit and tfae Bride 
say, Come. And let him tfaat faear-
eth say. Come. And let him that is 
athirst come. And whosoever wiU, 
let him take the water of life freely." 
—Rev. xxii, 17. 

Those who come in the way that 
is marked out, in wfaicfa they are to 
come, will prove that, " Faithful is 
he that calleth, who also will do it." 

Read also, " And Jesus said unto 
them, I am the bread oflife; he that 
cometli to me, shall never hunger : 
and he that believeth on me, shall 
never thii-st."—John vi, 35. 

" All that the Father giveth me, 
shall come to m e ; and him that 
cometfa to me, I will in no wise cast 
out.''—Jofan vi, 37. 

" Jesns answered and said unto 
him. If a man love rae, he will keep 
my words ; and my Father •will love 
him, and we will come unto him, 
and make our abode •with him."— 
John XIA', 23 

" Bnt without faith it is impossi
ble to please him : for he that come-
etli-to God must believe tfaat he is, 
and that he is a rewarder of them 
that diligentlv seek him."—Heb. 
-xi, 6. 

— " I t is no light matter wheth
er you know your soul's neces
sities or not. I t is a matter of 
life and death. Try, I beseech 
you, to become acquainted with 
your 0',vn heart. Sit down and 
think quietly what you are in 
the sight of God. Bring together 
the thoughts, and words, and ac
tions of any day in yonr life, and 
measure them by the measure of 
God's word. Judge yourself hon
estly, tfaat you may not be con
demned at the last day. Oh ! that 
you might find out what you really 
are ! Oh ! tbat yon might leam to 
pray Job's prayer, 'Make me to 
know my transgression and my 
sin . ' "—Job xiii, 23. 
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EDITORIAL. 

WITHHOLDING TRUTH. 
Not having the nse of our hired 

church Sabbath moming, we have 
been, for the last three Sabbaths, to 
hear two of the most celebrated of the 
Congregationalist preachers, and one 
Baptist, in San Francisco, The ser
mons were able, interesting, and im
pressive. We heard nothing contrary 
to sound doctrine ; notliing that we 
coiild not approve. So far as we 
know, the preaching was about the 
same in its general tenor as that com
monly heard in what are called evan
gelical churches. I t was moral in its 
tendency, and somewhat religious. 
But it was not distinctively Christian. 
There was nothing in it, that should 
have given offense to an intelligent 
Jew or Budhist, Confucius might 
have written either of the sermons. 
There was not a word calculated to 
carry conviction to the hearts of sin
ners. Indeed, it appeared to be as
sumed, in each of the sermons, that 
all in the congregation were saints, 
and all that they needed was, instruc
tion in righteousness. 

This, as nearly as we can judge, 
is characteristic of much of the 
populffr preaching of the day. I t is 
leamed and eloquent. It pleases and, 
In a measure, instructs. I t is broad 
and liberal. It spurns the narrow 
trammels of creeds and ignores doc
trines. About the great matters that 
moved the consciences and the hearts 
of former generations—such as hnman 
depra^vity, heaven, hell, repentanoe, 
and restitution, it has nothing to offer 
except an occasional expression of 
pity for those wlio still hold on to 
these so-caUed superstitions of by
gone ages. 

This general demoralization of the 
Christian pulpit is owing largely to 
the connection of so many of the 
preachers •with the Masonic fraternity. 
Masonry, as we have shown by abun

dant quotations from its ackno'vrl. 
edged standard authors, claims to be 
an universal religion. I t places Christ 
on a par -with Bndha, and ascribes to 
the Bible the same anthority that it 
does to the Koran, or to the -writings-
of Confucinsf This accounts for th& 
readiness ^rith which preachers, -who 
profess t o believe that Christ is God, 
fraternize with preachers who deny the 
divinity of Christ. The result of this 
neglect of the greiat, fundamental doc
trines of Christianity, is a Gospel 
shorn of Its power, churches conformed 
to the world, bowing to its fashions, 
and begging for its support. 

Souls inay be led astray by not 
preaching the tmth, jnst as effectual
ly, and far more easily, than they oan 
by preaching error. To state a false 
doctrine, excites at once opposition in 
the minds of all who love the truth. 
But to keep back the great truths of 
the Bible and discuss, in a lively, pop
ular way, matters of current interest, 
and enforce the moral lesson that they 
teaeh, entertains the young without 
alarming the old. These essays, pre
ceded by poetical prayers, and aeeoui-
papied with artistic singingand music, 
pass for able sermons; and thus, in 
our so-called orthodox churches the 
people are being trained up to prac
tice a religion in wluch, not only or
thodoxy, but Christianity is almost 
wholly ignored. 

This was not the way the Apostles 
preached. To the elders of the churoh 
at Ephesus, Paul said. For I have not 
shuniied to declare unto you all the 
counsel of &od.—Acts xx, 37. " I kept 
back nothing Chat was profitable unto 
you ; but have shewed you, and have 
taught you publicly, and from house 
to house, testifying both to the Jews, 
and also to the Greeks, repentance 
toward God, and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ.''—Aets xx, 20. In 
what popular church is this the bur
den of the preaching ? In what pro
portion of the sermons to which you 
listen, do yon hear repentance insisted 
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upon '>. How frequently is it impressed 
upon the people that " Without holi
ness no man shall see the Lord ?" 

If you are a preacher, be careful and 
"rightly divide the word of truth," 
(Jod has given prominence. Never, tor 
giving prominence to that to which 
one moment forget that your one 
business is to save souls. Let us preach 
Christ, with the Apostle, " "Warning 
every man, and teaching every man 
in aU wisdom; that we niay present 
every man perfect in Christ Jesus."— 
Col. i, 28. 

If you are a church member, see to it 
that the preachers whom you support 
preach the whole Gospel—the prom
isea with the conditions,—neither per
verting it nor explaining it away. I t 
is a mistaken idea that we. must sus
tain every one who is duly accred
ited as a minister of the Gospel, no 
matter what he preaches. "Where
fore do ye spend money for that which 
is not bread •;"—Isa. Iv, 3. Why do 
you support tha t preaching which 
does not feed your souls '? No matter 
how' blameless he may be in his life, 
or how eloquent he may be in his 
speech, if a minister passes over in 
ailence, or speaks lightly of the great 
subjects of repentance and holiness 
and Heaven and Hell, do not give 
him your support. 

But though uje,_ or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other Qospel unto 
you than that which we have preached 
unto you, let him be accursed.—Gal. 
i, 0, I f there come any unto yoni, and 
bring not lhis doctrine, reeeive him not 
into your hotise, neither bid him God
speed.—2 John 10, 

A GHASTLY SIGHT. 
A young man was slowly dying of 

consumption; he had never enjoyed 
any special religious training, though 
his father had been a preacher. But 
the father backslid,went into business, 
kept a tavern, became a drunkard. 
When urged to return to the Lord, he 

replied, "You cannot tell me the way." 
A few days after he took his revolver 
and blowed ont his brains. The young 
man acknowledged his need of religion, 
bnt kept putting it off. A few hours 
before he died, some Christian friends 
called to see him. His family had bol
stered him up at the table with pUlows; 
and he sat, struggling with death and 
playing cards ! 

Reader, are you grieving the Holy 
Spiritof God. You are running a fearful 
risk. He may leave yon in that dread
ful state in which you -wUl be past feel
ing, and -will meet even death itself 
with indifference. 

FORGETTING. 
I t is handed down in history that a 

learned professor offered, for a certain 
sum, to teach the King the art of re
membering. " I will give you," said 
the King, " double the sum if you will 
teach me the art of forgetting." 

If we would make progress in the 
divine life, we must acquire in an im
portant sense, the art of forgetting. 
As remembering anything is keeping 
it distinctly in mind ; so, forgetting it, 
is banishing it from the mind. We 
recollect, when occasion calls for it, 
many things which we do not ordi
narily remember. I t is in this sense 
of voluntarily keeping in the mind, or 
banishing from the mind, that we are 
reproved in the Scriptures for forget
ting some things, and commanded 
to forget others. Thus we must not 
forget God (Bed. xii, 1; Ezek. xxii, 13), 
nor his law (Ps. cxix, 61), nor his bene
fits (Ps. ciii, 3). But we should forget 
the things whioh we have given up for 
Christ. If you have renounced the 
world, let it go. Do not keep caUing 
to mind the great sacrifices which yon 
have made. If your aristocratic rela
tions have left you, let them go-with
out regret or mention. "Hearken, O 
daughter, and consider, and incline 
thine ear; forget also thine own peo
ple, and thy father's house. So shall 
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the King greatly desire thy beauty."— 
Ps. xlv, 10,11. .. To frequently speak of 
what it has cost you to become a 
Christian, tends to nourish pride and 
to draw yon back to the world. Re-
member Lot's wife. 

Forget the sins of whieh you have 
repented, and which yon have for
saken, and which have been forgiven. 
To dwell upon them in detail and re
count them in public, is very apt to 
assume an appearance of trying to 
make a hero of yourself, and of glory
ing in your shame. If for the sake of 
magnifying the grace of God, ye "look 
unto the rock whence ye are hewn, 
and to the hole of the pit whence ye 
are digged," it should be done •with 
the deepest humility, and in a way 
that shows sympathy, for the fallen, 
and a desire, not to triumph over theni; 
but to lovingly aid in their rescue. 
You should never allow the remem
brance of past sins to discourage you 
from coming to God for all the graoe 
you need. Many do. When the Holy 
Spirit urges them to draw nigh to 
<?od, the enemy suggests that you at
tempted it at such a time and failed, 
and why try again ? When you are 
led to seek new victories, forget past 
failhres. What God gives you the 
assurance that he has blotted out 
on His book of remembrance, do not 
try to keep in yours. What he has 
covered by his Spirit, do not uncover 
by your nnbelief. 

We should forget the injuries we 
have received. A Christian cannot 
hold a grudge. Hard feelings •will 
drive the Spirit of Christ from any 
heart. No matter how much others 
have •wronged you, do not brood over 
it. As opportunity offers, be foremost 
to do them acts '"of kindness. Some 
say they can forgive, but they cannot 
forget. This is not a Christian spirit. 
I t shows that one has a disposition to 
return injury for injury, if he only 
dared to. If you really, from your 
heart, forgive, you will do the best 
you can to forget, , When a debt is 

forgiven, it should be cancelled on the 
book, 

Foi^et your past experience in the 
things of God, so far that you do not 
rest upon ihat , your hopes of heaven, 
Forget it, as, in building a house, yoa 
forget tbe foundation. Having bnilt 
it firm and solid, you do not even ex
amine it to see if it holds the super
structure. So you should be building 
npon yonr past experience and not 
stopping -with it. As the man -who 
eats his breakfast uses tbe strength 
which it affords to eam his dinner, so 
do yon,use the grace yon have to get 
more. "He giveth grace for grace." 
When God lets you see you ought to 
get nearer to Him, do not fall back on 
your old experience, and be so taken 
np •with it that you fail to go forward 
until the opportunity and the convic
tion are gone. Some people, in rela
ting their experience, do not appear 
to have had any acquaintance •mth 
God -within the past twenty years. 
They are li-ving npon old manna. 

God has for all who are faithfal to 
the grace already given, an experience 
so much better than that which they . 
received when they were justified or 
sanctifled, that in comparison, the 
former " shall not be mentioned nor 
come into mind." Forward! shonld 
ever be your cry. Whatever progress 
you have made. _or. have failed to 
make in the divine Ufe, do not settle 
down satisfied with your present at
tainments. There is much to be 
leamed in the school of Christ. Prac
tice the lessons you have leamed, buf 
do not think that you are past leam
ing. Let Christ teach you as He will, 
and by whom he •will, and see to it thaf 
you always retain the spirit and the 
attitude of a disciple, that is, a 
learner. 

This one thing I do, forgetting those 
things which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto those things which are be
fore, I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calUng of God in 
Christ Jesvs.—-phil. iii, 13, 

iiiifcii- 'iit'i -i**ife^=iy ̂ i' 
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IN SAN FRANCISCO. 
We are stUI holding meetings here 

twice a day. The Lord is in every 
meeting, and some are getting saved, 
and others are getting helped. Since 
we last •wrote, we have preached forty-
two times, and the Lord has carried 
conviction to the hearts of the people. 
Last Sabbath we preached three times, 

, and the congregation in the evening 
was the largest we have had. Last 
evening four ptofessed to find peace 
in believing. The conversions are gen
erally clear, though, with our utmost 
plainness of speach, we find it difficult 
to make the people understand what 
the Bible teaches it is to be a Christian. 
We asked a yonng man who had been 
forward for prayers, but from whom 
we faad heard nothing for several 
days, how he was getting along, " O," 
he replied, " I am all right now. I have 
stopped drinking, and swearing, and 
Sabbath-breaking. I haye only one bad 
habit, smoking, left, and I intend to 
quit that;" When this country was in
habited by the Indians, the Spanish 
Catholics established missions all over 
it; and hence, as the White men came 
in, and were shut out from all other re
ligious influences, they imbibed, to a 
greater degree than they knew for, the 
Roman Catholic idea of religion. We 
urged a middle-aged man, who had for
merly been the leading merchant bf 
this city and this coast, but who has 
lost all throngh strong drink, to seek 
the Lord," O," said he ' t h a t is not what 
I ivant; it is to stop drinking. I am re
Ugious now." Thus many do not see 
any inconsistency in being very •wicked 
and at the same time claiming to be 
very religious. Their " religion" is the 
system of doctrines in which they 
have been educated ; and as they be
lieve their doctrines to be good, they 
seem to think that they mtist impart, 
at least some degree of virtue, to those 
who firmly hold them. There are 
those in the different chnrches who 
have an experimental knowledge of 
sins forgiven. These welcome the 

truth, and different ones come to our 
meetings and give to the work their 
hearty endorsement and support. How 
long the Lord would have ns hold on 
here, we do not see at present; but we 
shoidd be glad, if it is His will, to see a 
church permanently established in 
this, the metropolis of our Pacific 
coast. The g^reat obstacle is the enor
mous valuation put upon real estate 
in this city. Here, as elsewhere, rich 
men are more ready to give their 
money for the support of pride than 
for the promotion of the thorough 
work of God. 

SOUND WOBDS, 
Our words make an impression on 

those who hear them. Whether they 
are convinced or not convinced, per
suaded or not persuaded, they form 
some opinion of us, from what we say. 

Many use too many words. They 
"darken counsel by words -without 
knowledge." Great talkers are apt 
to kill their own influence. They 
have some tmth to utter, which, if 
presented simply, by itself, would do-
good. But they get at it in such a 
roundabout way, and so envelop it 
•with words, that it does no execntion. 
I t is like a rifle-ball which, sent by 
itself would kill,- but •wrapped up in a 
feather-bed, and hurled at one, never 
reaches its mark—or if it shotdd, it 
does not even wound. I t seems so 
difficidt to talk a great deal and not 
say something wrong, that the wise 
man declares: " I n the multitnde of 
words there wanteth not sin; but he 
that refraineth his Ups is wise."— 
Prov. X, 19. \ 

Othera fall into the use of unscrip
tural words and phrases, T'hey talk 
of " a deeper work of grace," or of the 
"higher life," perhaps because "holi
ness" is offensive to formalists. 

In their prayers they frequently call 
npon the " dear Lord," The term 
" dear" is never used in the Bible in 
connection with God; and never but 
once is it applied to Christ, and tben 
he is said to be dear to God. " Who 
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hath translated us into the kingdom 
of his dear Son," (Col. i, 13)—that is, 
"dear to God," or as it reads in the 
margin, " t h e Son of his love." The 
Apostles never addressed Christ as 
•"dear Lord,"or "dearSaviour." They 
had too much reverence for Him for 
that. This style of language has come 
into use since ministers have left off 
preaching, the law of God •with its 
penalties; and the people have, to a 
great degree, thro^wn off his fear. • 

In speaking, then, of experience, 
and in your prayers, "he careful and 
use Scriptural language : " I n doctrine 
showing uncorruptness, gravity, sin
cerity, sound speech that cannot be 
condemned ; that he that is of the 
contrary part may be ashamed, hav
ing no e'vil thing to say of you,"— 
Titus ii, 7, 8. 

CORRESPONDENCE, 

EXTRACT FKOM A LBTTBR.—I never 
felt so much like praising God as I do 
noWi I am pro^ving Jesus an excel
lent teacher ; and the more I get away 
from myself and my ô wn ideas of 
things, the better I like his teachings, 
and the easier it is for him to teach 
me, and for me to learn. The Lord 
is helping me to hold my heart, right 
up and open for the Ught of the Spirit, 
and he is shining in there, and reveal
ing things to me I could not find out 
any other way. I find he leads me 
when I take the necessary pains to 
find out what his •will is. 

OBITUARY. 
SARAH J, SHBRMAJST died at the 

residence of her son-in-law, Sherman 
S. Parker, in Alabama, Geneva Co., 
N. Y., December SOth, 1878, She was 
bom in Lambertvllle, New Jersey, 
Angust Oth, 1834. 

At the age of twenty, she joined 
the M. E, Church as a probationer; 
but not getting into the Ught of the 
Gospel, did not enter into fuU con
nection. She remained in this state 

ten years ; her oonviction never leav
ing her. Her husband being uncon
verted, she thought she could not 
enjoy religion alone, although he did 
not oppose her. At a meeting held 
by Elder Rennard, in Newfane, Niag
ara Co., N. Y., she was enabled, by 
faith, to claim Jesus as her Sa-viour. 
She soon after received the blessing 
of hoUness, and continued to walk in 
the light until her death. 

In 18G0, she was pubUcly read ont 
of the M. E. Church by Wm. Kellogg, 
with a number of others ; and subse
quently became one of the flrst mem
bers of the Free Methodist Church. 
The subject of this obituary was truly 
a person of affiiction. Her sight 
began to fail at the age of twenty-five, 
and she became blind a t forty. Her 
health was very poor all her Ufe, being 
often confined to her bed for months 
at a time. Her only son, Charles J., 
was wounded in the battle of Cold 
Harbor, and died at Baltimore, E. I , 
in 1868. She lost her youngest daugh
ter, after a painful illness, aged 
nineteen years. Since that time, she 
resided with her daughter, Mrs. Mary 
E. Staats, in Ne^wfane, Nia.gara Co., 
N. Y. Her testimony in class •will 
long be remembered by all that heard 
it, being full of the spirit and power 
ofthe Holy Ghost. 

In a conversation with her class-
leader, she said: "Wha t a sight it 
will be for a blind person to open 
their eyes in Heaven ; and I shall— 
I surely shall." During her illness 
she said but little, owing to the pain
ful nature of her disease. " I do not," 
said she, "expect to see again in this 
world ; but I shall have eyes by and 
by." She told her daughter all she 
wanted to Uve for, was to see her 
children converted. Many times did 
she say, " I am almost home." She 
asked her doctor if he considered her 
case hopeless? He hesitated. "Do 
not be afraid to tell me ; it wUl not 
frighten me ; I am not afraid to die." 
She said tp her son-in-law, "He that 
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Imows his duty and does it not, shaU 
be beaten •with many stripes." A few 
days before her death, she asked her 
daughter to open the Bible and read 
the first chapter her eyes feU upon, 
which was the 38th chapter of Psalms. 
•"Open again," she said, "and read 
the first verse," which was Rev. xxi, 
4 "Does not that apply to me?" 
Her daughter began to weep. " Do 
not cry. I am not afraid of death. 

• Jesus wUl give me grace for the dying 
hour." During the last struggle with 
the King of Terrors, she raised her 
hands toward heaven, and exclaimed : 
" Oh, Jesus,' this must be death ! Can 
it—wUl it last long ?" These were her 
last words. 

'•Blessed are the dead that die in 
ihe Lord." W M . H . PARKER. 

SARAH C. LEONARD, in the city of 
Syracuse, N. Y., died December 37th, 
1878, of typhoid fever, aged thirty-
eight years. 

Sister Leonard has been a member 
of the F. M. Church about ten years. 
She was very conscientious, and never 
professed any more religion than she 
enjoyed; but during her sickness, 
which was very severe, she was led to 
see in the Ught of etemity shiningUp
on her, the shortcomings of her life, 
and covenanted •with God and her 
family, if life was spared to Uve more 
to God's glory than ' evei* before. We 
beUeve she died in the faith, and went 
home safe to be forever •with the Lord, 

L, H. RoBixsox. 

H. W E B B , my •wife's father, died in 
January last, aged sixty-six years. 

During the last few weeks of his 
ilhiess, when T H E EARNEST CHRIS
TIAN eame on its regular •visits, he 
•would have me bring it in and read 
to him. His first request wonld be 
for what Brother Roberts had got 
to say; then after that, what others 
would say was read and commented 
on and approved. Often he would 
break out with, " Glory to God !" and 
"'Praise the Lord !" 

For thirty years he had served God 
a part of the time as local preacher in 
the Primitive Methodist Church. Of
ten has my heart bnrned •within me 
when I have been Ustening to him 
teUing about the power there was in 
the church in his younger days. 

Early in the moming on which he 
died, he appeared restless. I asked 
him if his mind was disturbed, or was 
dark. He gave me a look I shall 
never forget; ^nd his answer came 
strong and full: " I am triumphing in 
the Lord." In a few hours more he 
was at home with theJLord. 

W. Z. ROBERTS. -
Bloomington, Ills. 

MISS HATTIE JENKINS, adopted 
daughter of W, H,and Sarah F, Doyle, 
died at their residence in Youngstown, 
N, Y., Febmary 34th, 1879, aged twenty 
years and nine months. Miss Jen
kins was" bom of English parents in 
Liverpool, Eng, Her parents died in 
her childhood, and she was brought to 
this country and adopted by Brother 
and Sister Doyle, when abont eleven 
years of age. She was a very affection
ate and amiable girl, and grew to be 
a very estimable young lady, and was 
grreatly beloved by her adopted par
ents and their sons, by aU whom she 
was evidently regarded with aU the 
affection and tendemess of an own 
child and sister. Just as she was bloom
ing "into womanhood, she was mar
ked as the prey of that f eU disease, con
sumption, and rapidly declined under 
that disease, for two years prior to her 
death. Two or three monthsbefore her 
decease she eamestiy sought the Sav
iour, and was made to rejoice in his par
doning love. She was not only resigned 
to die,but even rejoiced at the prospect 
of going to be •with Christ, 

W. JACKSON. 

LOVE FEAST. 
JOHN GIBSON.—Ipraise God for a 

salvation that saves from aU sin. Glory-
to God and the Lamb forever! Amen. 
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SARAH WBLLMAN.—I praise God for 
salvation that saves me from all sin, 
and helps me td do right in all things. 
I am glad this moming that I have 
faith and confidence in God, to go to 
him in secret and teU him all my 
trials. He always helps me : for He 
has said, "Cast your burdens upon 
nie." God has been good to me dur
ing the past year; I think it has been 
the best of my life. I have had a great 
many happy hours, I have seen many 
souls converted and beUevers sancti
fled. To God be all the glory! My 
soul is satisfied with the good things 
that the Lord gives me, and has no 
longing for the pleasures of the world. 
I am wonderfuUy satisfied in Jesns. 
He gives me His Spirit, and I can 
truly say, Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow. 

ITiree Rivers, Mich. 

ANTOINETTE BACON.—In early Ufe 
I gave my heart to Jesus, Seventeen 
years ago last June, he cleansed me 
from inbred sin. Glory to His dear 
name forever! Since that time the 
way has been delightful, and it grows 
better. Jesus seems dearer than ever 
before, I am trying, with divine 
graee, to Uve and work for Him. 
Precious souls all around us are per
ishing who ought to be saved. Oh! 
that the dear Sa\'iour may bring them 
in before it is too late, is my prayer. 

Batavia, JV, T, 

Louis W. RUBARDT.—I enjoy fuU 
salvation. Bless God for i t ! I am on 
my way to heaven -with the glory in 
my soul. Jesus saves me to the utter
most from all sin, I would be utterly-
helpless, worthless and •wretched •with
out Christ. I have found the grace of 
God sufficient for me in the past, and 
it will be in the future, I was con
demned to die, bnt now I am redeem
ed throngh Christ. I was in bondage, 
but now I am free, and free indeed. 
Glory to God and the Lamb forever. 

Maquoketa, Iowa. 

R. T. GREENE,—My testimony is, 
that Jesus saves me now. 

" On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand." 
O, how secure I feel while thus plan

ted in Christ and abiding in him. I 
have no righteousness of my owu. 
Jesus is my righteousness and sanctifi
cation and redemption—my all. 

M. BliOOD;—My testimony is that, 
Jesus saves me now from aU sin. 
Praise his name ! I am aU consecrated 
tofoUow the Bible standard. I flnd 
Jesus a present help in time of need. 
To him be all the glory ! 

I. W, & J, E. PECK.—We have the 
witness in our souls that Christ 
is able to save even unto the utter
most and to keep us saved here 
in Nebraska while deprived of the 
society of Christians, Bless His 
name ! While it is crucifying to the 
fleshj we find it good for our souls to 
be left to lean wholly on God; and we 
do truly flnd that Jesus is a rock in a 
wet^ry land. 

SxiiViA ANN KNIGHT.—1 am fight
ing the good fight of faith ; laying 
hold on etemal life ; pressing onward, 
beUeving he •will carry me throngh all 
obstacles—tmsting my all in Jesus' 
hands. The rest of the saint -will be 
glorious! 

CoUins Centre, N. Y. 

W. J. DiMOEK.—Mysoul was cleans
ed from the power of sin, on the night 
of December 31, 1878, at a watch-night 
meeting, held at Emerson, Mo. Glory 
to God : Now that the filth of the car
nal nature is cast out, and the heart is 
made pure and clean, 

" My life flows on in endless song," 

and I hav.e no care, but to work for 
my Master. I have already received 
answers to prayer in the conversion of 
some; and in the sanctification of oth
ers. Glory to God 1 There are still 
more who •vriU come, washed by the 
blood of Jesus, 


