[ Earnest Christian

AND GOLDEIN RULE.

JANUARY, 1879.

: No. 1.

Vor. XXXVII.

GIVING.

BY REV. B. T. ROBERTS.

As creatures, we all belong to
God. We were made by His power,
we are preserved by His care. His
- Tight over us is absolute and su-

preme.

Christians acknowledge in theory
at least, the claims of Gpd. To all
such the Apostle says: “Ye are not
your own, for ye are bought with a
price; therefore glorify God in your
body, and in your spirit which are
Eod’s.”—1 Cor. vi, 20. °

- Nopart of us is our own. Our
hearts, our affections, our wills be-

long to God. An act of worship

may be ever so proper in itself and
ever so properly performed, but it
is not acceptable to God unless the
heart is in it. To those who had
always been members of the true
church, and who were very
strict observers of its forms, our
Saviour said: “ Well hath Esaias
prophesied of you, hypocrites, as it
is written, this people honoreth me
with their lips, but their heart is far
from me.”—Mark vii, 6.

But our bodies, equally with our
souls belong to God. We must care
for them, feed them, dress them and
work them as He directs.

In giving, then, the first thing to
be done is, to give ourselves to God.
The early Christians were taught
this. What is more, they practiced
it. Paual says of the Churches of
Macedonia. *“The abandance of
their joy and their deep poverty
abounded unto the riches of their
liberality,” to that degree-that they-
contributed so much beyond their-
means for the relief of the saintsfr.
Jerusalem, who in a time of perse-
cution were stripped of every thing,
that the Apostle was reluetant to
take their contributions, and would
do it only after they had prayed
him “ with much entreaty,” that he
‘would receive the gifts.

The means of obtaining this un-
expectedly large contribution was
not some general festival, which
appealed successfully to vanity and
appetite and passion; but the Spos-
tle says they “ first gave their own
selves to the Lord and unto us by
the will of God.”—2 Cor. viii, 5.

1. To WHAT OBJECTS SHOULD
CarisTiaNs 6Ive ? This is an im--
portant question. It is not every
gift, even though it be magnificent,
that is acceptable to God. No- one
would claim that the Lord is-pleased
with a gift, however great, made to
a theatre or race course, or toa poor
man to buy liquor- to drink.. Why
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y not? Because such a gift ministers
2o appetites which God commands
sus ‘to. crucify, and not to indulge.
Who can show that in building a
“church, money paid for that which
is purely ornamental, which does
not add to its permanence, or make
‘it more comfortable or convenient
~-does not come under the same head.
Does not pride shut men out of
“heaven just as effectually as the love
<of pleasure, or drunkenness? Not
ithat a church, however costly is as
bad as a theatre, that is not the
point,

But money paid merely to gratify
pride, even though it be put in a
<hureh; is not money given to God.
Solomon’s temple was intended as a
type of the Jerasalem above and
mot as a model for Christian Church-
es. Many who call themselves
Christians give sv much for pride,
that they feel they cannot afford to
give for God. .

The Bible presents two objects
for which we should give—the re-
ief of the bodily wants of the dis-
tressed—and the spread of the Gos-
pel.

Christ says:
asketh thee,

¢ Give to him that
e, and from him that
- would borrow of thee turn not thon

away.”—Matt. vi, 42. If he asks
for bread to eat, or clothes to wear,
do not turn him away cold or hun-
gry. If he asks you for -money to
buy strong drink with, give him a
cup of coffee and good advice.

Ouar Saviour tells us that for the
purpose of receiving needed relief,
the poor represent Him in this
world. “Inasmuch as ye have done
it anto one of the least of these my

bret,bren,'ye have done it unto me.?
—Matt. xxv, 40.
when you see a- follower of Christ
in distress, in relieving him it is
accounted that you relieved Christ,

Remember that,

But nothing relieves the wants of

men so fully and so effectually, ag
the Gospel. As a minor benefit, it
makes them industrious and so pats
them in a way to take care of them-
selves. It makes them temperate
and frugal, and so provides them
means to help others.
them patience and firmness, and so

It gives

enables them to bear the ills of life,

It gives them victory over sin, as
no system of human philosophy or
buman training ever did and so makes
them dutiful children, kind -parents,
good neighbors, and upright citizens,
It gives them an assurance that in

God’s great house in Heaven, there

is a mansion for them, prepared and

waiting, and so it takes away the

fear of death.

We must then, help spread the
Gospel. With every Christian this
should be the great work of life

“Go ye,” either by person “or by

proxy, “into all the world, and

preach the Gospel to every crea-

ture.”—Mark xvi, 15.

Do this by your personal influence;
by circulating the Bible and Chris-
tian literature ; by sustaining Chris-

tian schools; and by supporting

those. who devote their lives to
preaching the Gospel.

There are,
make the ministry a mere profession
—an easy means of getting a respect:
able living.
ing to say.

doubtless, those who

For such I have noth-

There are others who preach, be- -
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GIVING. ‘ T

cause God calls them to preach.
‘They feel alove for souls, and are

- faithfully laboring for their salva-

tion. They “seek not yours, but
youn.—2 Cor. xii, 14. They may be
blunt sometimes, but they intend
your good Love, like hatred, uses
great plainness of speech, though in
a different spirit. They may not

always manifest the greatest pru-

dence, for zeal sometimes oversteps
the proper limits, but they are tre-
mendously in earnest, and with all
their improprieties they get souls
started for Heaven and help them ou
in their way. In short, they are the
true ministers of Jesus Christ—suec-
cessors of the apostles in doctrine, in
zeal. in spirit and in self-denial —such
should be supported.

* “Even so hath the Lord ordained

- that they which preach the Gospel

should . live of the Gospel.”—1 Cor-
inthians ix, 14. Thisis a permanent
arrangement of the Head of the
Church. Itis but right that you
should contribute to their support.
“If we have sown into you spiritual
things, is it a great thing if we shall
reap your carnal things?” 1 Cor.ix,11.

2. Wao SHouLD Give?

Are those who have a competence
the only ones that should give?

Shall those only who are well to do.

in this life bring offerings to the
cause of God? What suith the
Scripture ? ¢ Let every one of you
lay by him in store, as Geod hath
prospered him.” —1 Cor. xvi, 2.
There is to be, then, no exception.
The poorest is to bring, as Paul says
the saints of Macedonia did, of his
“deep poverty,” an offering to God.
Many poor men whom Christ has

converted would, if they gave all
that they save by being Christians,
from the  purchase of lignor and
tobacco, be astonished at the amount
of their contributions. Many a poor
woman, redeemed by Christ, saves,
by her being a Christian, an amount
from the purchase of jewelry and -
finery and costly apparel, which en-
ables her to give for the cause of God
more than some now give who own -
their farms and are out of debt. All,
then, shounld give something. They
should have a part in every' goed
work. . Do not let either covetous-
ness or pride keep you from doing
what you can, because you cannot
do as much as others. Read the
account of the poor widow that con-
tributed two mites into the treasury
of the Lord. It seems a small oc-
eurrence, but two evangelists have
recorded it.”—Mark xii, 42'; Luke
xxi, 2. He that gives to the Lord,
and not to be seen of men, will not
withhold his offering however small
it be. >

Where each does his proper part,
it matters not ; though a chureh be
poor, its material wants are easily
met. Where many bear their part
of what would be a burden for a few,
it becomes easy for each. A poor.
Irish Catholic church gets along bet-
ter than a rich Protestant one, be-
cause all help. Where all contribute
what they should, a feeling of broth-
erhood is fostered that cannot exist -
where only a part do their duty.

"The poor do not envy those who are

better off than themselves,and the
rich do not despise the poor.

3. How MucH SsoULD WE G1vE ?

*'We should give systematically.
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This is what Paunl says. There
should be a method in giving. Our
benefactions should not depend upon
the eloquence of the speaker, or the
_impulse of the moment, or the per-
sonal attention we receive. The
rule laid down by the apostle is, in
the passage already quoted : “ As
the God hath prospered.” Thisis a
command. He says: “As I ‘have
* given order to the churches of Gala-
tia, even so do ye."—1 Cor.xvi, 1. It
is then binding. It is a rule that fits
all circumstances. If yon are pros-
pered a good deal, you must give a
good deal. When John Wesley had
an income of thirty pounds he lived
on twenty-eight '

When it was increased to one hun-
dred pcunds, having no family, he
still lived on twenty-eight, and gave
the balance.

I The Jews gave one tenth.

i@ Be_
hold T have given the children of
Levi all the tenth in Israel for an in-
heritance, for their service which
they serve, even the service of the
tabernacle of the congregation.”—
Num. xviii, 21.
other offerings besides. Can Chris-
tians do less? ‘The Jews were com-
manded only to preserve their re-
ligion pure. Christians are com-
manded to spread their religion to
the ends of the earth.

It is said that Phillip Doddrige,
Dr. Kennedy, and Lord Chief Jus-
tice Hale, of England, regularly
gave a tenth. Dr. Watts, Arch-
bishop Tillottson Hart, Ann Rogers
and others gave twenty per cent. of
their income to benevolent purposes.
Mrs. Bary, a Christian lady, conse-
crated twenty five per cent. of her

and gave two.

They were to make |

income to benevolent uses. She
said, “I think it reasonable that -
such as have no children, should ap-
propriate one-fourth part of their
income to charitable purposes.”

Mrs. Elizabeth Rowe said, “I
consecrate half my yearly income
to charitable uses; yea, all that I
have beyond a fair living, shall
surely be the Lord’s.”

Mr. N. B. Cobb, a business man
in Boston, a member of the Baptist
Church, at the age of twenty-three,
made the following covenant:

“By the grace of God, I wilk
never be worth more than $50,000.
By the grace of God, I will give
one-fourth of the net profits of my
business to charitable and religious
uses. If Iam ever worth $20,000;
I will give one-halfof my net profits;

| and if I am ever worth $30,000, I

will give three-fourths; and the
whole after $50,000, so help me God ;
or give to a more faithful steward
and set me aside.”

Though he died at the age of
thirty-six, he had already givenr
$40,000 to the cause of God. “This-
was a triumphant departure, for he
had sent on his treasures before’
him.

Dr. Coke, an English Methodlbt
had distributed two lar ge fortunes,
left to him. Near the close of his life,
he asked the British Conference to
establish a mission in India. They -
replied that they had neither the
men nor the means. He said, “I
have a small fortune left, yet, of one
thousand pounds. I will give you
that, and myself with it, to go In-
dia ; don’t refuse, or you will break
my heart.”
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Mr. Wilkes was an English Meth-
odist who sought direction of God,
and “gave as God prospered him.”
He was a journeyman mechanic
when he invented an improvement
for the manufacturing of cotton.
Lacking capital to turn his invention
to good account, he asked the Lord
to direct him to some one who
would assist him. He soon fell in
with a wealthy Quaker, an ‘entire
stranger, who asked him, *“Friend, I
would like to know if a little money

would be of any service to thee.”.

Having become satisfied of the hon-
esty of Mr. Wilkes and the value
.of his invention, the friend advanced
the needed money. Mr. Wilkes
started in business, was greatly
prospered, and gave accordingly.
In one year his subscription for the
_ missionary cause alone, was seven
guineas a day, or about ten thousand
dollars for the year- Later on, he
_gave to the same cause fifty gunineas
a day, or ninety thousand dollars a
year. Thus this one man supported
one hundred and fifty missionaries,
giving six hundred dollars to each.
God promises temporal prosperity,
when used to his glory. ¢ Honor
the Lord with thy substance, and
with the first fruits of all thy in-
<rease; so shall thy barns be filled
with plenty.”—Prov. iii, 9, 10. ¢ He
which soweth sparingly shall reap
alsosparingly ; and he which soweth
bountifally shall reap also bountiful-
Iy."—2 Cor. ix, 6. “Give, and it shall
be given unto you; good measure,
pressed down, and shaken together,
and running over, shall men give
into your bosom.”—Luke vi, 38
-Then give to the cause of God and

give systematically.  Take into
prayerful consideration your circum-
stances, and settle it before the Lord
what proportion you should give to
the work of God. Keep your ac-
counts honestly with him, and see if
you do not enter upon a new career

of prosperity, temporal and spiritual.

The great difficulty is to bring
yourself to fix upon a proportion that
you will regularly give. In ascertain-
ing what amount you should give,
according to this proportion, there is
practically but little difficulty.

If your income is from interest, or
from bouds, or from salary, all youn
have todo is to take a tenth, ora
fifth, as the case may be.

If you carry on business, deduct
the expense of your business—the
hire of help, rents, repair of tools and
taxes: and lay aside such proportion
of the balance as vou have decided
upon.

If yon are in debt the interest
should be taken from your income
before you take out the proportion
for God’s cause. 3

“ Every man according as he pm-
poseth in his heart, so let him give;
not grudgingly, or of necessity: for
God loveth a cheerful giver. And
God is able to make all grace abound
toward you; that ye always having
all sufficiency in all things, may
abound to every good work.”—
2 Cor. ix, 17, 8. -

_—-_——.’"'—__—

And aged Christian went tottering by,
And white was his head, and dim was his eye;
And his broken spirit seem’d ready to fiy,

As he said, with faltering breath:
“ 1t is life, to move from the heart’s first throes
Through youth and manhood to age’s sorrows.
In a ceaseless circle of joys and woes,—

1t is life to prepare for death.”
Charles D. Drake.
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EXPERIENCE.

BY CYNTHIA BRAYTON.

I was converted in my eighteenth
year. My conversion was so instan-
taneous and bright and clear that I
never have for one moment doubted it.
For some time the language of my
heart was, 2

“ Tongue can never express
The sweet comfort and peace,
Of a sonl in its earliest love."”

But after a time I found there were
still remains of the-carnal mind—still
pride in my heart. The love of dress

was my besetting sin. I had the desire
to adorn wyself in gold and pearls and
costly array, although I prayed in se-
cret and read my Bible a good deal.
T attended public worship, and testi-
fied sometimes. Yet I did not feel
satistied. I felt there was something
lacking, and by searching the Secrip-
ture, and by reading the life of a holy
man, (Wm. Carvosso,) 1 found that
Jack which I so felt, was holiness. I
read in the word of God that without
holiness no man shall see the Lord,
and that it is the will of God, even
our sanctification. I found the Bible
was full of this teaching, and I began
to feel a hungering and thirsting after
it. O-how I longed to hear it preached
and professed by some one; but with-
out any such help, I songhbt earnestly
after it, and after a long and hard strug-
gle, I was brought to the point to con-
secrate all to God, and by faith in his
promises the precious blood of Christ,
that cleanseth from all sin, was applied
to my heart. The chanae was just-as
plain to me as when I was converted.

Years have passed since then, and
though 1 have not at all times lived in
the perfect light and liberty of this
great blessing, I bave not at all times

. confessed and exemplified itas I should
have done ; but all the time it has been
the dearest theme to my heart. Oh!
how I have longed and prayed for
years, for some one to come to our
town who would teach the way of holi-
ness clearly ; and glory be to God I

feel that my prayers have been an-
swered. A year ago last summer, a
band of holy men and women came,
Sister S. A. Cooke being one of them,’
They put up a large canvass tent at
our town and commenced meetings. A
glorious revival of religion ensued.
Hundreds were converted and some

were sanctified. A new church wag
planted here, a good house of worship-

‘built, and the good work is going on

gloriously. Ileft the M K. church that:
[ had been a member of for over twen-
ty years, because I felt it bad become:
so tormal and had so little of the pow-
er of godliness in it. I united with
this new church, and T feel that God is
greatly blessing me, drawing me near-
er and nearer to him. Glory to bhis.

holy name. The blood, the precious

blood of Jesus cleanses me now.

Pravers.—Prayers need not be fine. =

I believe God abhors fine prayers. If
a person asks charity of you in elegant
sentences he is not likely to get ik
Finery ic dress or langnage is out of
place in beggars. I heard a man in
the street one day begging alond by
means of oration. He used grand lan.
guage in very pompous style. And I
dare say he thought he wassure of get-
ting pilesof coppers by his borrowed
speech ; but I, for one, gave him nothing
but felt more inclined to laugh at his.
bombast. Many prayer-meeting pray-
ers are a great deal too fine. Keep
your figures, and metaphors, and para-
bolical expressions for your fellow-crea.
tures. Use them to those who want
to be instructed. but do not parade them
before God. = When we pray, the sim-
pler our prayers are the better; the-
plainest, humblest langnage which ex-
presses our meaning is the best,— Spur-
geon.

—Think not that a .pleasure which
God hath threatened, nor that a bless-
ing which heaven hath cursed.. True
spiritual joy and pleasure come only by
following that which is good.— Quarles.
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WALKING WITH GOD.

Who would not hike to walk with
Abraham, Elijah, Isaiah, Panl, Wesley,
- or Otterbein ?  Who would not like to
_ be seen walking with an angel of light,

in the midst of the impare society of this
world ? Would they not feel a thrill of
exultation filling and pervading their
whole being, as they move on through
" the crowded places of pleasure and busi-
. ness? But still more, and morally
.grander, who would not like to be hon
ored with the privilege of the personal
company of Jesus, as he was when in
the days of his earthly glory? Who
would pot like to have been one of that
littie band of favored ‘ones that saw
and heard so much of the life and
words of Jesus ?
But what must it be to be permitted
“to walk with God? What must be the
character of that life that he must take
into His company ? Enoch was favor-
ed with this walk in that faraway, dark,
A walk with God of three

hundred years. What a lifel This

‘was a life of freedom from sin ; for Paul
tells us that ‘‘ before his translation he
. had this testimony, that he pleased
- God” God is never pleased with sin,

bence Enoch lived a life of freedom
from sin. He lived this life three hun-
dred years. Notin the day of great
privileges and prevailing goodness, but
in a time evidently characterized by
dense moral darkness and consequent
wickedness. This® walk with God in-

1 Faith. ¢ Without faith it is im-
possible to please God” Enoch had
the testimony that he pleased Him,
- therefore he had faith. How many of
God's people are wanting to walk with
Him ; but who are a1l the time asking
. Him to give bail for his word. They
belong to the adunlterous generation that
seeketh after a sign.. Well may the

question be asked to-day of God's peo- |

ple, “ Where is your faith?” Many
seeing their need of more faith, are im-
- Ploring itasagift. But faith will never
come that way. Faith comes from the
word of God and from the life.  ““ Faith

| God in white, for they are worthy.

comes by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God.”  * Beloved, if our heart
condemn us not then have we conf-
dence toward God.”

2. There must be purity in order to
walk with God. It was said of some
in Sardis that had “ not defiled their
garments,” that they should walk with
0,
what a privilege! What must it be
to be ¢ worthy ” to walk with such com-
pany | Well white is the worthy color.
Those that had come up out of great
tribulation, as seen in the vision, had
“ washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb.”
Robes washed in blood make us worthy
to walk with God. Will, the charch of
God accept this doctrine of purity as
one of the possibilities of earth—life
and attainment? How many cry out
against the profession of purity as a
species of self righteousness or Phari-
saism. Bishop Weaver once wrote,
“ A saint on earth is as perfect as a
samntin heaven.” This is strong lan-
guage. Who will abide the profession
of such a state of grace and not flinch?

We sing of the spot where the White
Pilgrim lies, and hear the soft whisper
of the sweetness of that sleep so quiet
and alone. God's pilgrims, that are

permitted this walk, are all white robed.

Mark, these robes must be washed here,
notin heaven, for thereis no blood there.
The blood shedding is all on earth. Neo
life will be taken in heaven. The blood
is toe life.

Now, brother, when will you get this
robe of white—of purity—that you may
walk with God! Do you say in death,
by dying? No! this cannot be. Sim
produced death. The effect cau never
destroy the cause that produced it. Do
you say some time this side of death ?
Then, brother, make it as far this side as
possible—make it now/ Do you say
you can not maintainit? A way with this
“refuge of lies.” Enoch maintained it
for the period of three hundred years.
Certainly if yon are ever permitted to
walk with God in white, you will never
be defiled. Such company will never
defile yon. Yon are safe from the tonch
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of deﬁlement while in that company. | agreed ?” Moses asked. “ Wherein shal]

¥t is while you are living so near to bad.
pollated company that you have sucha
hard time to keep your robe from be
coming spotted. The company splash
their filth uponit. Walk further away
" from them——swalk with God—and you
will have no trouble to keep pure.
‘Do:you thivk it hard to walk with
God? Nojitis not, when ouce vou
are washed from all defilement. There
is then nothing within nor without, in
ti.c companv you are with, to superin-
duce impurity and difficulty. The dif-
ficalty is to maintaia fall communion
with God when only partial purity bas
been rexched, [See John 15:2.] or to
walk with God when we are in fellow-
ship with what He cannot approve.
God has no fellowship with the wicked,
and can his childven have fellowship
with them and at the same time |, dwell
in the secret place of the Most High ?’
God says, “ Come out from among them
and be ye separate and I will receive
vou.” * As long as we fellowship what
(Giod canniot take, he will hold us off
until we put awav onr wicked associa
tons. Our High Priest is ‘ saparated
from sinners,”—Heb. vii, 26. And we
cannot walk with Him if we take sin
ners into our company. That would
invulve Him in the walk with the wick
€d ; but He is “ holy, ‘harmless, unde-
filed,” and cannot so walk. If we cling
1o snch company, we will be held in a
state of separation. ** What commnn-
don hath light with darkness?” Oh, ye
Christian men in unholy combinations,
how can you walk with God, while you
are in such intimate fellowship with the
wicked? You may think youn have
your reasons, on business grouads, for
s0 doing, but you bave no moral rea-
sons. Is the secular above the spirit-
ual with you? Ts the fellowship of the
wicked more precious than that of
God ?
3. There must be perfect agreement,
with God. Well hath inspiration asked,
% What agreement hith the temple of

God with idols? for ye are the temple |

of the living God,” &c. Again, " Can
two walk togethcr, except they be

it be known here that T and- thy peopls
have found grace in thy sight? Is it
not that thon goest with ns? So shall
we be sopanted I and thy people, from
all the penp]e that are upon the face of
the earth v”

How were the other nations to know
that this people were God's peopls?
“In that thou goest with us.” The
symbols of the divine presence werein
the ‘immediate rest and movement of
this people. What was the result of
this divine attendance? * Separation
from all the people that are upou the
face of the earth. Ah! my brethren,
here it is. God’s presence will sepas
rate from all the evils that bring disa-
greement, between Him and His people._-],
Is it any wonder that msn are coming |
out from worldly associations, qaitti
their tobacco, and a hundred other evils,
on their espousal of the doctrine of dis:
tinctive holiness, as being maintained
in the experience and life of thousan
of Christians of our day ? When w
surrender to Ged, he will at once com:
mence . the work of separation, bo
within and without. He will go throug
the heart, the life, and all the business
relations, and adjust them to -His
and pleasure. Those who live in mora
fellowship with this world have not the
abiding. separating fellowship_of God
—are not walking with Him. £

Brother, look within. Do you agree
with God, his will, his providence, his
word ? Not do you agree with lumfj_
in all these relations in theory : but does
your whole heart and lile agree with
him? Do you look within and withotb
and see much that is wrong with yon? ;
Then if you, so biind and ignorant, cal
see this, what mnst be your moral con:
dition in the view of Him, in whose |
sight the very heavens are unclean?

—————————

—When Jesus is present, all iswell
and nothing seems difficalt; but when
Jesus is absent, everything is hard. ‘

—It isa matter of great skill to know |
how to hold converse with Jesus; ;
to know how to keep Jesns a poiat 0
great wisdom.
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TO THE OVERCOMERS.

BY NEWMAN CHAMBERLAIN,

" wHe that overcometh, and keepeth my words
anto the end, to him will I give power over the
and he shallrule them with a rod of iron."
““Phon art the King of glory, O Christ, make us
10 be gumbered with thy saints, in glory ever-
Tasting.”

0 .what honor-it is to be chosen of
God; and bronght out of the horrible

- pit and miry clay, to walk in newness

of life for a while, and then to be trans-
fated to glory, to God, to enjoy that
which the heart of man never con-
ceived !

~ “Godliness is profitable unto all
things having promise of the life that
now is. and that which is to cowme,”
though on conditions If we enjoy

. perfect peace, we must keep onr minds

gtayed on God. If w2 enjoy the peace
of God which passeth all understand-
ing, we must be careful for nothing;

* but in  everything by prayer and sup-

plication, with thanksgiving, let your
requests be made known unto God.”
If we enjoy the hundred fold in this
life that Jesus promises, we must be
filled' with God. God is able to do ex-
eeedingly abundant above all that we
ask or think, according to the power
that worketh in us, and the blessing of
persecution is thrown in. This is the
Christian standard : to love God with

- all our heart, mind, and strength, and

onr neighbors as ounrselves. This ful-

~ness of God will bring us up to be the
head of all nations, and not the tail, to

lend, and not borrow. It will keep us

“from all diseases of this world that li-

¢th in the wicked one. So we do not
g0 down to Egypt with a woe upon us.
If we want our property insured, let
God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Ghost have it. Three
agents have been to me this summer,
to get my property to insure. I told
em it was insured. “In what com-
pany ?” they asked. I told them, away
Up beyond the sun, farther than they
could see, in the company of heaven.
_Have faith in God. “This is the
Victory that overcometh the world;
even our faith,” i

I enjoy the blessing of a hundred
fold. I enjoy the great blessing of an
assurance. My heart is fixed; my
body is cleansed. Jesus walks in me,
and he-and the Father make their abode
with me. The angel of the Lord en-
camps around about me, and keeps me
from evil, from disease, from by and
forbidden paths. My life is hid with
Christ, in God. When Christ, who is
my life, shall appear, T shall appear
with him in glory ; for the future is all
brightness and glory. The Lord bless,
and at last brings you to wear a crown
of glory!

Ricnes.—Ye that have riches in pos-
session, once more hear the word of the
Lord. Ye that are rich in this world,
that have food to eat, and raiment to
put on, and something over, are you
clear of the curse of loving the world?
Are you sensible of your danger? Do
you feel, *“ How hardly will they that
have riches enter into the kingdom of
heaven?” Do you continue unburned
in the midst of the fire? Are you un-
touched with the love of the world ? Are
you clear from the desire of the flesh,
the desire of the eyes, and the pride of
life? Do you put a knife to youor throat
when you sit down to meat. lest your

-table be a snare to you ? Is not your

belly your God? Is not eating and
drinking, or any other pleasure of sense
the greatest pleasure you enjoy / Do
not you seek happiness in dress, furni-
ture, pictures, gardens, or anything else
that pl-ases the eye ? Do not you grow
solt and delicate ? -Unable to bear cold,
heat, the wind or the rain, as you did
when you were poor? Are you not in-
creasing in goods, laying np treasures
on garth, instead of restoring to God in
heling the poor, not so much, or so
much, but all that you can spare?
Surely * [t is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle, than for a
rich man to enter into the kingdom of
heaven.”—Jokn Wesley.
R

—What thon understandest not in
God’s word, thou shalt know in the day
of visitation.
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LABOROF SOUL FOR SINNERS.

This is one of the most vital gues-
tions that can be brought before the
church of the living God. God is infi-
nitely willing and abundantly able to
save multitudes .of souls; but the
church, in general, is so far from God,

~and has so little interest in the salva-

tion of souls, that multitndes are going
to hell who might go to heaven, if the
church would use this means for their
salvation. What an awful thought this
is! Lord, send it home. God is the
Father, but the church is the mother of
new born souls. Some say that no soul
is converted without this labor of soul
on the part of others. Isaiah says,
“As soon as Zion travailed she brought
forth.” Micah says, *‘ Be in pain, and
labor to bring forth, O- daughter of
Zion.” Paul says, *“ My little children,
of whom I travail in birth again, until
Christ be formed in you.”

Here the matter is made plain, and
the responsibility is clear. Zion must
travail if she would bring forth children.
They are born of God, bnt they are

carried into the kingdom -on the spirit |,

of travail in the church of God. Some-

~ body must be in pain. Somebody must

have anguish of soul for the child born
into the kingdom of Ged.

It is just to observe that this very
labor of soul for sinners is begotten of
the Holy Ghost. It is by no means a

human invention. It takes hold strong-

ly of the human heart, but is of the
operation of God in the soul.

I. Who should have this labor of
soul ?

1. The minister of the Gospel. Like
St. Paul, he should travail in birth for
the sinners in his congregation, till
Christ be formed in them. The lack of
this labor of soul, accounts forthe fact
that many preach year after year, and
see no success. As long as a minister
lacks this labor of soul, he need not
expect success.

2. All true Christians should have
this labor of soul. This is the way
they should show that they have the
Spirit of Christ. For he wept over

Jerusalem, and was in anguish for logt
men.

How can we demonstrate that we
are Christians, if we have not thig
Spirit of Christ? We must in
wav become partakers of the suﬁ‘e i
of Christ. :

1I. When sheuld we ha.ve this h. I
of soul ?

1. We shonld always be deeply
terested for the salvation of sonl
And if our sounlsare in spiritual hes
we shall often feel that keen ang
of soul for the salvation of men, th
is-expressed in travail for souls.

2. Hspecially should this be the ca
when we are engaged in special effol
for souls in revival services. Then
may expect the Holy Ghost to lay
on us that burden for sounls that
make us feel that we would rather
than that sinners should be damne
and that we shall die, if sinners
not born into the kingdom.

We may not always know for who
we are io travail, but it will be a tra
ail for souls, and will lead to the saly
tion of souls, it we are faithful. :

But often you will be burdeped f
a son or a daughter, for a husban

.a wife, for a neighbor or a fri

Cherish this burden till that soul
saved.

A minister and church filled with t
Holy Ghost, will have this deep inte
est the year around, and will havi
constant state of revival. What._
biessed fact

The wonderfal work of God und
President Edwards, in New Engls
was marked by intense feeling. H
says: ‘‘ Persons are first awakene
with a sense of their miserable cond
tion by nature, and the danger they
in of perishing eternally. So that
could not sleep nights.”

But ‘this deep conviction was 2
produced in the minds of sinners, wi
out a corresponding depth of -emoti
in the hearts of believers. Some ha
such longings after Christ, as toalmo
lose their natural strength. 3

President Finney says,* I have s
a man of as much strength of intellect
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e
and muscle as any man in the commu-
pity, fall down prostrate, absolutely
overpowered by this unutterable desire:
for sinners.”
 JIl. How may we have this labor of

ally surrender yoarself to God.
: e much alone with God, medit-
ting upon ‘the holiness of God, and
ickedness of men; and the awful
}-of the wicked, and the vast re-
jsibility of the church in plucking
‘brands from the fire.
3. Be filled with the Holy Ghost.
4. Definitely ask for this blessing of
burdened heart, and wait patiently to
ceive it. .
1V. How may you. lose this burden
| forsonls? -
L By willfully diverting your mind.
2, By any known sin.
3. By asking God to take it away.
{. By having the person saved:for
m you are burdened.
. Examples of this labor of souls.
A Baptist deacon was so bur-
ned, that for two days be could not
ork, but lay and groaned before God,
1d a mighty revival followed.
2. Fnney tells ns of a woman who
ent to the minister to appoint an in
y meeting, and insisted upon it
nst his wishes; and at the first
ting, souls were seeking Christ, to
g astonishment. -
A wminister came to me when I
- was holding meetings, and said he was
 distressed for a store keeper and his
- We went over to see them, and
they were saved that day, and remain
| faithfal. BRI
4. I called to see a man, for whom
ife was anxious, and in half an
| bour he was saved in his own home.
A man was distressed for his
ater ; he labored in soul till he
elt she was saved, and a letter brought
the glad news that it was even so.
. 6. Two sisters were distressed for a
other, and came near to death before
would yield. But he was saved.
7. A sister wasin great labor of soul
 tWo brothers, and they found Christ,
and are strong men for God to-day.

8. John Knox cried out, *“ Give me
Scotland or I die.”

Who will go to God and ask for his
labor of soul? FEternal interests are
at stake. O brother, sister, will you

labor in soul for sinners?—Rev.  E.

Davies in Christian Standard.

THE FEAR OF MAN.—“ The fear of
man "’ does indeed ‘ bring a snare.”
Prov. xxix, 25. It is terrible to ob-
serve the power which it has over
most minds. Few seem to have any
opinions of their own, or to think for
themselves. Like dead fish, they go
with the stream and tide: what others
think right, they think right; and what
others call wrong, they call wrong too.
There are not many original thinkers
in the world. ‘Most men are like sheep,
they follow a leader. If it was the
fashion of the day to be Romanists,
they would be Romanists; if to be
Mobammedans, they would be Moham-
medans. They dread the idea of gging
against the current of the times. In
a word, the opinion of the day becomes
their religion, their creed, their Bible,
and their god. The thoughts, *“ What
will my friends say or think of me ?"”
nips many a good inclination in the
bud. The fear of being observed up-
on,- laughed at, ridiculed, prevents
many a good habit being taken up.
There are Bibles that wounld be read
this very day, if the owners dared.
They know they ought to read them,
but they are afraid: “ What will peo-
ple say ?” There are knees that would
be bent in prayer this very night, but
the fear of man forbids it: * What
would my wife, my brother, my friend,
my companion say, if they saw me
praying ?”- Alas, what wretched slav-
ery this is, and.yet how common! Re-

‘member the words of the Lord Jesns:

‘ Fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but
rather fear him who is able to destroy
both soul and body in hell.”—Matt. x,
28.—J. C. Ryle.

—If your cause is good, be sure youw
do not injure it by a bad spirit.




THE FARNEST CHRISTIAN.

A BAD FIRE.

“ Jones, have you heard of the fire
that burned up the man'’s house and lot?”

“No, Smi:h, where was it 7”

“Here in the city.”

“ What a misfortune to him ?
it a good house ?”

“Yes a nice house and lot—a good
home for any family.”

“What a pity! How did the fire
take ?” :

+*The man played with fire and
thoughtlessly set it himself,”

“ How silly ! Did you say the lot
was burned, to!”

“Yes, lot and all, all gone, slickand
clean.”

“This is singular. It must bhave
been a terrible hot fire—and then T do
not see how it could have burned the
dot.”

“ No;'it was not a very hotfire. In-
deed it was so small that it attracted
‘but little atlention, and did not alarm
anybody.”

“But how could such a lmle fire burn
up 2 house and lot? You haven’t told
me.’

“Tt burned a long time—more than
twenty years. And-though it seemed
to consume very slowly, yet it wore
away about one hundred and fifty dol-
Jars worth every year, till it was all
goune.”

Was

“7 can’t understand you yet. Tell.

me where the fire was kindled, and all
x.bout; it.”

“ Well, then, it was kindled in the
.end of a cigar. The cigar cost him, he
himself told me, twelve and a half dol-
Jars per month, or one hundred and fifty
.dollars a year, and that in twenty-one
_years would amount to $3,150, besides
-all the interest. Now'the money was
-worth at least ten per cent., and at that
Tate it would double once in about every
.seven years. So that the whole sum
would be more than $20,000. That
-would buy a fine house and lot in any
<ity. . It would pay for a large farm in
the country. Don't you pity the family
of the man who has slowly burned up
their home ?”

“T guess you mean me, for I hayy
smoked more than twenty years- Byt
it didn’t cost so much as that, and |
haven’t any house of my own. Hayps

always reumd—thonght. I was too poor

to own a house. And all becauss |
have been burning it up ? Whatsfoni :
I have been !”

The boys had better never sel:aﬁi
which costs so much, and which, i
so easily putout, is yet so likely, ifonce
kindled, to keep burning all their lives

—— g

Sicur oF PraveEr.—I was invitej
to aid a pastor.in Delaware Co,, Pa,
during a revival years ago. A y
man, a mlssxonary in New York, also
assnsted in the meetings for prayer
‘When I was about to leave, I wasae
companied on my way for a mile o
more by the pastor and the young
man. We parted at a spot surround:
ed on three sides by woods; fromcﬁ
open side a field could be seen atsome -
distance on a hill. Full of solemn
feeling, we conld not part without
prayer. An old tree top stood before
us, and one of the company proposed
to kneel down among its branches, not
wishing any but the all seeing Eye to
rest upon us. All three prayed.  We
parted.  Three months afterward, 8
letter from the pastor informed me that
among the persous received into b
church, the fruits of the revival, wa§
one who traced his first serious 1mpr¢.
sions, which resulted in his convei
to the scene aboved described. 2
ploughing on the hill-side, he had M
three men bow together in prayer i
the fallen tree-top, and the sight of
prayer had so uffected him, that be
could find no peace until he had him-
self became a praying man. Thus
‘ praying in secret” rewarded o
Thus varied are the ways in which
Holy Spmt carries conviction to
conscience.  Were Christians mo€
frequently found on their knees,
their closets, in parting hours, and it
sacial gathenngs, there would be moré
converts to trace their religions -
pressions to the sight and hearing 0f
prayer.—Messenger. =
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TESTIMONY OF A BROTHER.

. WRITTEN BY REQUEST.

In the year 1864, while I was living
without God, it became necessary that
~ gome one should assist my mother-in-
law with money, to secure from her
~ unfaithful husband, her support out of
" g piece of property, the income of
_which he had placed in her-hands for

gnch purposes while he was absent in |

g foreign land. During this time he
. gndertook to cast her off from his pro-
tection and support; and I, in her be-
half; instituted proceedings against him
for separate maintenance. By stipu-
lation of counsel, and order of court,
it was agreed that a certain sum of
money should be paid by .-her to him,
and the property be conveyed to her,
through a trustee, whom she might ap-
int. I was chosen for this purpose.
Efding no one able or willing, seem-
ingly, to loan her the money, (she not
baving any of her own,) and I being
the owner of a piece of property, made
a verbal agreement with her and two
of her children,of which she had four,
two of whom were not consulted, that
Iwould mortgage my property to raise
the money needed ; which was readily
acquiesced in by her, and the two chil-
dren who knew of it. The conditions
were that I should take a mortgage on
the property to be acquired ; she was
1o to pay any interest while shelived,
all was to be for her benefit during her
Iife, and not for her children’s after-
Wards, - As-a- remuneration for this,
she was to make a will and make me
executor, leaving the property to me
ather death: all of which was readily
- #quiesced in and legaily and lawfully
executed.
After the effervescence of feeling
4G passed away, mother and one of
hl‘ children began to regret that the
W0 who were not consulted, and were
Door, should be cut off; and wanted the
Will altered to give them a small por-
§ 100; but I was inexorable, for I did
- 0t like them. Mother could bave
1t without my consent, by making

another will ; but she had, regard for
her word. And Mother took it so to

| beart that I believe it shortened her

days; for in eleven months she died.

The will was filed for probate, and
opposed on the ground of insanity, by
three of the heirs. Beth sides were’
defended by able counsel, in a law suit-
of two years. After this the surrogate
admitted it to probate, and gave me
letters testamentory at the enormous
expense to me of $5234 for surrogate
and my lawyer’s fees, not including
loss of time, expenses & witnesses,
ete.

I now took the property from the
receiver, and repaired it to a very con-
siderable amount, feeling quite sure I
was done with law. But it was not
long after that I was notified by my
counsel that one of the parties was
about to commence a suit against me
as execantor, for his share of the inher-
itance, which he and any heir in turn
had a right to do any time within
twenty years. On learning this, my
heart sunk within me, and my stubborn
will began to bend, for I could not en-
dure such harassing ; and these poetical
lines kept running in my mind:

“ You that are fond of pure vexation,
And chief procrastination,

Just place yourselves in a situation
To take a suit at law.”

- And now I think the Lord began to -
work upon my heart; for I repaired to
one of the parties with whom I had
been in bitter hestility for- years, and
asked them what would satisfy them ;
and I gave to three of them, $1790
cash, and took their quit-claim deed.
Now I was sure I was beyond the
reach of man; and so I was, for no
power of man could disturb me in its
peaceable possession. My health now
began to fail ; my nervous system was
much impaired. I was-emaciated, and
my spirits broken down; and in the
day I looked for night, and when it
came, I looked for day; and time wore:
heavily with me, and in this condition:
I took np my abode in this contested
house.

Now I will pass over a few years, .
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and come to a crisis in my life never to
be forgotten, when God by his Holy
Spirit deeply convicted me of sin, of
righteousness, and a judgment to come.
This poor man critd unto the Lord, and
the Liord heard my cry,and for Christ’s
sake delivered me out of my troubles,
and so restored my health that after a
few months I weighed twenty-seven
pounds more than before conversion;
for which I do, and shall forever bless
and praise his holy name. A contented
mind is a continnal feast. Now I com-
menced making my crooked paths
straight ; and followed on to know him,
whom to know aright is life eternal.
And that life abides in me, praise God.
1 was now like unto the man that doeth

truth and cometh to the light, that his

deeds might be made manifest that
they were wrought in God. Eight
months after my conversion, when all
was upon the altar, the altar sanctified
the gift. Glory to God.

Shortly after, this contested house
was opened for holiness meetings ; now
my joy was full; my cupdid run over;

and my communion was as preseni
with the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost. At times in the closet, when
. my soul was filled with rapturous de-
light, this transaction would be brought
to my mind, and my spirits would
droop ; and this was presented to my
mind, that the powers ordained of
God sanctioned it, and it was right;
and I called the suggestion the work
of Satan, and I pnt it bebind me; bnt
it was hard to kick against the goads.
It returned again at intervals with
greater force, until by reason of the
use of strong meat, my senses were
exercised to discern good and evil.

At this time [ felt called of God to
leave the church to which I belonged,
and I was providectially led among a
people whose doctrines and teachings
and practices were, and still are, in
sympathy with the way in which I had
learned Christ; and on the second
Lord’s day of my meeting with them,
a sermon on confession and restitution
was preached, and the Holy Ghost
sent it home to my heart and it was

troubled ; nor did the Lord, who hegan
this work, stop here. Testimonies op !
restitution were called for and givep,
which deepened the wound the sermon
had made, and after this, the Lord, tp
make it like a nail driven in a surp
place, inspired a sister to strike upa
hymn in which was sung,
For who Sught 10 3y Cherge con Gy

Now my belly began to tremble
(L know whereof I affirm.) I felt]
could not say that from my heart; now
my understanding began to be opened.
I went home in heaviness to take it to
the Liord in prayer, and the Lord re-
vealed to me by the Holy Spirit, my
sin of oppression. Nor was Satan idle
in making Scriptural excuses for me,
and as often did the Lord say tomy
heart, ‘It is also written.” I tell yor
when the Liord works, none can hinder.
In this way, for a week or so I agon-
ized and besought the Liord to reveal
to me his whole will concerning this
matter, and by his grace assisting me
it should. be done; when, in the small
hours of the morning, my dungeo
flamed with light, the Holy Ghost
showed me that I was not only an op-
pressor, but & supplanier, and could not
stand in the judgment ; showing clear- -
ly that the inheritance belonged to the
children ; that confession and restite:
tion should be made to the heirs. Af -

-this time my wife awoke, and seeiog

me sitting up,or hearing my talk,asked
me the matter; and I told her what
the Lord had shown me. She arose
and paced the floor, exclaiming I was.
crazy, and it was the work of Satan;
but my response was, that to mel
was eternal life, or eternal death; an
were it not that the Lord had under:
taken this matter, I could not foretell
the result upon my wife; but, bless
his name, he doeth all things well.
The way that opened to me, was ¥

-sell, and divide among the heirs.

do this my wifé’s consent was neces:
sary, she holding the right of dower
and the rieht of az heir. After a i,
waiting upon the Lord, she concluded it
might be the best thing after all
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- mediately it was offered for sale. The
_guggestion was to wait till May. But
the Lord said ‘ What your hands find
10.do, do with all your might”’ The
guggestion also was to keep my inten-
tion from the heirs nntil the property
‘wassold ; but the Lord said, * What
_can be done to-day, put not off till to-
morrow, for you know not what a day

~ may bring forth; to morrow is in eter-
pity.” And it was soon sold for the

. qum of $12500, which, after deducting
| expenses and mortgages, was divided
. before the Lord, with earnest prayer
. and thanksgiving. Nor was this all;
for the Word and the Spirit shone more
“and more into my heart, and it was
. apparent that the Lord had determined
on aclean work: to lay judgment to
. the line,” and righteousness by the
plummet, and sweep away the refuge
of lies, by overflowing the hiding
 places with the waters of his salvation,
‘and bringing to light all the hidden
things of darkness.
~ While disposing of the hall furniture
~of the house in question, my wife

-spoke of a house-agent under whom

- we had lived twenty-six years before,
“how she and others had persnaded him
. {0 put new oil-cloths in their halls ; as
goon as it was spoken, I clapped my
hands and exclaimed, “ We owe him
one quarter’s rent.” (I had forgotten

it) Wife said not a quarter, but a

month, because we only staid one

month and nine days in the quarter.

The enemy also reasoned thus: the

owner was long since dead, and the

‘agent would pocket it, and we might

28 well say nothing about it. The
Lord said, “owe no man anything, pay
. What thou owest.” The next moraing
Tset out to find the agent, and had no
trouble in doing so. Quite contrary to
my expectation, but not to my desire,
when I entered his office, there he sat.

I asked him if he knew me; he

Promptly replied, yes; and spoke of

Iy being an old tenant. I thenasked

if T owed him anything. He an-
8wered, yes, I asked him how much.

'ffﬁ replied one quarter’s rent. I asked
W was it a quarter-or a month. He

then produced a dusty book, and there
showed me the charge made twenty six
years before. I told him to give me a
receipt. I took courage, thavked God,
and went on my way rejoicing, and
singing,

““Bold shall I stand in th{

great day,
For whoanght to my ¢ gt

arge can lay?’
Glory to the Father and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost forever.

These suggestions often come to my
mind : am I the only one in these latter
days who had restitution to make?
(For I scarcely ever hear or read of a
case.) The Lord says, “I tell you
nay ;- except they repent and restore,
they shall perish; they will not come
unto me, that T may give them light.
The Lord shall bring every work into
judgment, with every secret thing,
whether it be good, or whether it be
evil” Now, as Samuel said to-all Is-
rael, so say I to this ungodly world,
“Whose ox have I taken, whose ass
have I taken? or whom have I de-
graded, whom have I oppressed, of
whose hand have I received any bribe
to blind mine eyes therewith, and I
will restore it you.”

“For with the heart man- believeth
unto righteousness; and with the
mouth confession is made unto salva-
tion. Whosoever believeth on him
shall not be ashamed.”

—_——
Like the falling of a star;
Or as the flights of eagles are;
" Orlike the fresh spring’s gaudy hue,
Or silver drops of morning dew;
Or like a wind that chafes the flood,
Or bubbles which on water stood;
Even such is man, whose borrow’d light
Is straight call’d "‘c and paid to night.
The wind blows out, the bubble dies.
The spring entomb’d in antumn lies;
The dew dries up, the star is shot,
The flight is past—and man forgot.
Bishop King.
—_——r

—He lives long that lives well ; and
time misspent is not lived, but lost.
Besides, God is better than his prom-
ise, if he takes from him a long lease,
and gives him a freehold of a better

value.—Fuller.

~




|
}
i
i
it
{43
3
1

THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN.

PERFECT PEACE.

The Saviour say, “ My peace I
give unto you.” St. Paul asserts,
‘“We which have believe do enter
into rest.” .The prophet declares,
“The work of righteousness (holiness)
shall be peace, and the effect of right-
eousness, quietness, and assurance
forever.” :

1. This soul rest is not a state in
which we do not sympathize with the
joys and sorrows of others. Here we

are to “ bear one auother’s burdens,” .

“ weep with those that weep.” “ Help
us to help each other Lord,” etec.

2. It is not a state of exemption
from physical or mental suffering.
This is common to all. TItis “ through
much tribulation that we are to enter

“into the kingdom.”

3. Tt is not a state of exemption
from Christian warfare. A pure heart
is an antagonism to an impure world,
and a holy life involves conflict with
the world and Satan. * He that over-
cometh.” and endureth to the end,
shall be saved.” * Sure, I must fight
if I would reign.”

4, The peace and rest of a pure
heart, does not involve exemption from
opposition or persecution. Christian-
ity, in its very nature, is antagonistic
to the world; hence; *“all that will
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecntion.” The servant is mot
above his master; and he who lives
like the Saviour, will suffer both oppo-
sition, and some form of persecution.
The Christian can avoid it only by
yielding every point in which religion
is opposed to the world. Bat he that
does it, is not a follower of Christ.

5. This rest is not a state of inglori-
ous ease from labor and Christian
duty. Salvation—uliimate salvation
—is to be wrought out with great fidel-
ity, diligence afrd perseverance. A
lazy man cannot be a Christian. The

- Christian life is a race ; and we are to

¢ s0 run that we may obtain.”

6. This rest, and -quietness of soul,
is a state of settled and complete sat-
jsfaction in God, as the soul’s chief

good. In this state, Christ “is all i
all,” and the soul cries out—

** Now rest, m{slong divided heart; *~
Fixed on this blissful center, rest;
Nor ever from thy Lord depart,
- With him of every good possessed.,™

In this state, the heart exclaims—
“This God is my God forever ang
ever.” :

7. It iz a state of precious rest from
the former servitude to doubts, fears
and inbred sin. *‘‘Perfect love casteth
out fear.” ‘ He that feareth is not
made perfect in love.” Those fully
saved, ‘“have not received the spirit
of fear, but of power and love, and of
a ‘sound mind.” Praise the Lord!
With this delightful assurance, the
soul can sing—

“ 'Tis done ; Thou dost this moment save,
With full salvation bless;
Redemption through Thy blood I have,
And spotless love and peace.™ 5

8. -Itis a state of rest in which the
tumult of the heart has been. hushed
into calmness, and fear, and sorrow,
and disquietude into assurance. “My
peace I give unto yon.” The Christ
can give ‘‘peace like a river,” and
“righteousness like the waves of the
sea.” Tens of thousands have proven
it— ; :

** A rest where all the soul's desire
1s fixed on things above;
Where fear, and sin, and g{ief expire,
Cast out by perfect love.

9. Itis a state of deep and.perma
nent quietness and assurance, t0 all
our interests, temporal and eternal
“ Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace,
whose mind is stayed on Thee,becausé
he trusteth in Thee.” The soul cask
eth all its ‘“care upon him, for be
careth for us;” and the peace of God,
which passeth all understanding, keeps
their hearts and minds, through Jesus
Christ.” X

10. It is a state of sweet rest from
conflict,not with the powers of dark
ness, but with the will and conscience.
The soul is at rest with itself. In the
removal of inbred sin, all jarring, dis:
cordant elements have been taken ont
of the heart. Ali the antagonists of
grace, such as pride, envy, jealousy;
impatience, anger, -which beget uneas:- -
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pess and fear, are purged from the
heart. ‘‘ The body of sin has been de-

stroyed ;” the soul has peace in itself
and with itself—** quietuess and assur-
”

ance.

« Jesus plant and root in me,
All the mind that was in Thee;
Settled peace I then shall find,
Jesusis a quiet mind.”

This assurance is greatly important.
“Bighop Latimer said to Ridley, *“ When

- I'have the assurance of faith, I am as;

“bold as a lion. I can langh at tronble.
* Without it, T am so fearful a spirit, that
I could run into a very mouse-hcle.”
“To be assured of our salvation,” said
St. Augustine, “is no arrogant stout-
‘ness; it is faith; it is not pride, it is
devotion. It is no presumption, it is
God’s promise.”
Having this rest and- assurance, we
can say with James Brainard Taylor
_—%T have been in the fountain and am
clean,” or, like Alfred Cookman—*‘ Al-
" fred Cookman, washed in the blood of
the Lamb.” 2
This grace has been illustrated by
saints of all ages. The martyrs stand-
- ing in this clear light, and gazing on
 the ineffable glories of Christ, forgot the
faggots and fires about them. St. Igna-
tius, bishop of Antioch, a disciple of St.
John, the evangelist, and whois said to
~ have been one of the little children tak-
en up in the arms of Jesus and blest,
- was full of assurance, and of the Holy
Ghost. His zeal was as quenchlessas
an anzel’s, and his faith trinmphed over
death in its most appalling form. While
the wild beasts were ready to be let
loose upon him, to tear him in pieces,
he boldly declared to Trajan, the Ro-
man Emperor, that he would rather die
for Jesus Christ, than rule to the ends
of the earth”—Rev. J. A. Wood in
Banner of Holiness.

Nor love thy Iife, nor hate; but what thou liv'st,
* Live well,—how long or short, permit to Heaven.
; Milion.

—They who are most weary of life,

and yet are most unwilling to die, are

8uch who have lived to no purpose,—

- who have rather. breathed than lived.
- —Clarendon. :

RANDOLPH'S VIEWS.

The Houn. Thomas H. Benton, in his
reminiscences of public men, bhas the
following statement in relation to Mr.
Randolph, and his religious views and
feelings in his latter days:

He had religions impressions and a
vein of piety which showed itself more
in private than in external observances.
He was habitual in his reverential re-
gard for the divinity of our religion; and
oue of his beautiful expressions was that
‘“if woman bad lost us paradise, she had
gained us heaven.”

The Bible and Shakespeare were, in
his latter days, his constant compan-
ions, travelling with him on the road,
remaining with him in the- chamber.
The last time I saw him (in that last
visit to Washington, after his return
from the Russian mission, and when he
was in the full view of death,) I heard
him read the chapter in the Revelation,
of the opening of the seals, with such
power and beauty of voice and delivery,
and such depth of pathos, that I felt as-
ifI had never heard the chapter read
before. When he had got to the end
of the opening of the sixth seal, he stop-
ped the reading, laid the book, open at
the place, on his breast, as he lay on
his bed, and begama disconrse upon the-
beauty and sublimity of the scriptural
writings, compared to which he consid-
ered all human compositions vain and
empty. = Going over the images pre-
sented by the opening of the seals, he
averred that their divinity was in their
sublimity—that no human power could
take the same images, and inspire the
same awe and terror, and sink ourselves
into such nothingness in the presence
of the “ wrath of the Lamb "—that he
wanted no proof of their divine origin
but the sublime feelings which they in-
spired.”

—OIld age, thine evening twilight,
for him who has a Saviour, blends so
undistinguished with the sunrise, that
there is scarcely a night between.—
Prof. Tholuck.
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DEATH OF THE WICKED.

e

BY T. P. JARNAGAN.

<* How shocking mugt thy summons be, O Death!
“To him that is at ease in his professions!

“Who, counting on lon{; years of pleasure here,

s qu'it.e unfurnished for the world to come!

Hn that dread moment, how the frantic soul
Raves round the walls of her clay tenement;
JRuns to each avenue, and shrieks for help;

iBut shrieks in vain! How wishfully she looks
‘On all she’s leaving, now no longer hers ! -

A little longer; yet a little longc?r;

e miﬁht she stay to wash away her stains;

And fit her for her passage! Mournful sight!

Her very eyes weep blood; and ev'ry groan

:She heaves, is big with horror, But the foe,
ike a staunch murd’rer, steady to his pnrpose,

Parsues her close, thro’ ev'ry lane of life;

Nor misses once the track; but presses on,

“Till forced at last to the tremendous verge,

(At once she sinks to everlasting ruin.”

Yes, death is truly ©the king of

" gerrors” to the unsaved, as a class,

And it is “no wonder that nature
arembles before it. "Reason justifies
the fear. Religion never makes
flight of it; and he who does, instead
og ranking with heroes, can hardly
deserve to rank with a brute.”
Some unholy pcople have seemed
%o die without serious apprehensions
of future .punishment; and, it may
be, without realizing the existence
of God, or being alive to the fact of
the immortality of their souls, until
eir spirits were separated from
their bodies. Hannah More writes
as follows of some of the “ happy
«deaths,” as they are called, of pop-
ular butirreligeus characters: “The
blind are bold, they do not see the
precipice they despise. Or, perhaps,
there is less unwillingness to quit a
world which has so often disap-
pointed them, or which they have
sucked to the last dregs. They
feave life with less reluctance; feel-
ing that they have exhausted all its
gratifications. Or it is a disbelief
of the reality of the state on which
ithey are about to enter. Orit is a
«esire to be released from excessive
pain—a desire naturally felt by
those who calculate their gain, rather
by what they are escaping from,
than by what they are to receive;
©or it is -equability of temper, or
hardness of mind. Orit is the ar-

rogant wish to make the last act of
life confirm its preceding professions, -
Or it is_the vanity of perpetuating
their philosophic character. Or if
some faint ray of light break in, it is
the pride of not retracting the sen-
timents which, from pride, they haye
maintained—the desire of posthy-
mous renown amoug their own par-
ty; the hope to make their disciples
stand firm by their example ; amhbi-
tion to give their last possible blow
to revelation—or, perhaps, the fear
of expressing doubts which might
beget a suspicion that their disbelief
was not so sturdy as they would
have it thought. Above all, may
they not, as a punishment for their
long neglect of the warning voiee
of truth, be given up to a strong de-
lusion to believe the lie they haye
so often propagated, and really ex-
pect to find in death that eternal
sleep with which they have affected
to quiet their own consciences, and
have really weakened the faith of
others.”-

But while a few persons may have
died in apparent tranquility, who
were neither pious nor repentant,
without doubt the number is far
greater of those, who, during life
were careless, given to infidelity,
and thought and talked lightly of
death, and yet, when they came fo
face its dread realities, were terri--
fied, and by their fears confirmed -
the certainty of unseen things, or
else acknowledged the trath as it is
revealed by God, and confessed that
they had been in error or blindness,
and lamented their having lived in
vain. The statements made in this
sentence, are illastrated and econ-
firmed by numerous examples from
history, a few of which, among the
most noted, we give, with partici-
lars that probably are unknown by
the majority of common readers.

. An English nobleman, who had
lived carelessly in reference to eter
nal interests; and in times of gaiety
thought of spiritual things as being
idle dreams, wrote thus to an inft




DEATH OF THE WICKED.

28

~mate friend when on his death-bed:

“Drar Sik.—Before you receive
‘this, my final state will be deter-
‘mined by the Judge of all the earth.
In a few days at most, perhaps in a
few hours, the inevitable sentence
- will be passed, that shall raise me to
the heights of bappiness, or sink me
‘to the depths of misery. While you
‘read these lines, I shall be either
groaning under the agonies of abso-
Jute despair, or triumphing in ful-
mess of joy.

It is impossible for me to express
‘the present disposition of my soul;
the vast uncertainty I am strug-

~ gling with. No words can paint
the force and vivaeity of my appre-
hensions. Every doubt wears the

| - face of horror, and wounld perfectly

- overwhelm me, -but for some faint
gleams of hope which dart across
~ the tremendous gloom. = What

tongue can utter the anguish of a
goul suspended between the extremes
. of infinite joy and eternal misery ?
I am throwing my last stake for

. eternity, and tremble and shudder
~ for the important event.

“Good God! How have I em-
ployed myself? What enchant-
‘ment has held me ? In what deliri-
am has my life been passed ? What
bave I been dsing, while the sun in
bis race, and the stars in their
- courses, have lent their beams, per-

baps only tolight me to perdition ?
~ Inever awaked till now. I have
but just commenced the dignity of a
‘rational being. Till this time, I had
4 wrong apprehension of everything
“in nature, I have pursied shadows,
and entertained myself with dreams.
. Lhave been treasuring up dust, and

~ sporting myself with the wind. I
loock back upon my past life; and
- but for some memorials of infamy
| and guilt, it is all a blank—a perfect
- vacancy! I might have grazed
with the beasts of the field, or sung
with the winged inhabitants of the
- winds, to much better purpose than
any for which I have lived. And,
0! but for some faint hope, a thou-

sand times more blessed had I been,
to have slept with the clods of the
valley, and never heard the Al-
mighty’s fiat, nor waked into life at
his command! I never. had a just
apprehension-of the solemnity of the
part Iam to act till now. I have
often met death insultingly on the
hostile plain, and, with a stupid
boast, defied his terrors; with a
courage as brutal as that of a war-
like horse, I have rushed into battle,
langhed at the glittering spear, and
rejoiced at the sound of the trumpet,
nor bad a thought of any state be-
yond the grave, nor of the great
tribunal to which I must have been
summoned. It is this which arms
death with all its terrors; else I
could mock at fear, and smilein the
face of the gloomy monarch. It is
not giving up my breath, it is not
being forever insensible, at which I
shrink ; it is the terrible hereafter
—the something beyond the grave,
at which I recoil. These great real-
ities which, in the honrs of mirth
and vanity, I have treated as phan-
toms, as the idle dreams of supersti-
tious beings; these start forth, and
dare me now in their most terrible
demonstration. My awakened con-

-science feels something of that eter-

pal vengeance I have often denied.

To what heights of madness is it
possible for human nature to reach !

W hat extravagance is it to jest with -
death! to laugh at damnation, to

sport with eternal chains, and re-

create a jovial fanecy with the scenes

of eternal misery! Were there no’
impiety in this kind of mirth, it
would be as illbred as to entertain a

dying friend with the sight of a -
harlequin, or the rehearsal of a farce.
Everything in nature seems to re-
proach this levity in human crea-
tures. The whole creation,man ex-
cepted, is serious—man, who has
the highest reason to be so, while he
has affairs of infinite consequence,
depending on this short, uncertain
duration. A condemned wretch
may with as good grace go daneing
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to his execation, as the greatest part
of mankind go ou with such a
thoughtless gaiety to their graves.
O ! my friend, with what horror do
I recall those hours of vanity we
have wasted together! Return, ye
lost, mneglected moments! How
should 1 prize you above the eastern
tfeasures! ILet me dwell with her-
mits ; let me rest on the cold earth;
let me converse in cottages, may I
but once more stand a candidate for
an immortal crown, and bave my
probation for celestial happiness.
Ye vain grandeurs of a court! ye
sounding titles and perishing riches!
what do ye now signify? What

consolation, what relief, can ye give:

me?

“1 have a splendid passage to the
grave; I die in state, and languish
ander a gilded eanopy ; I am expir-
ing on soft and downy pillows, and
am respectably attended by my ser-
vants and physicians; my depend-
ents sigh, my sisters weep; my fa-
" ther bends beneath a load of years

and grief ; my lovely wife, pale and
silent, conceals her inward anguish ;
my friend, who was as my own soul,
suppresses his gighs, and leaves me,
to hide his secret grief. But, O!
which of these will answer my sum-
mons at the high tribunal? Which
of them will bail me from the arrest
of death? Who will descend into
the dark prison of the grave with
me? Here they all leave me, after
having paid a few idle ceremonies to
the breathless clay, which perhaps
° may lie in state, while my soul, my
only conscious part, may stand trem-
bling before my Judge. My afflicted
friends, it is very probable, with
.great solemnity, will lay the sense
less corpse in a stately monument,
inscribed . with=——* HERE LIES THE
GREAT~—— ; but could the pale car-
cass speak, it would soon reply,
¢ False marble, where? Nothing
bat poor and sordid dust lies there !’
‘While some flattering panegyric is
pronounced at my interment, I may,
perhaps, be hearing my just condem-

nation at a superior tribunal, where
an unerring verdict may sentence
me to everlasting infamy.”

David Hume, * has been regarded
as the great champion of infidelity,
and perhaps few have labored with
greater zeal to destroy the influence
of Christian religion. ‘He wrote in
defense of almost every crime which
has' degraded human nature. He
died as he lived. Says Dr. John-
son: ‘David Hume owned he hag
never read the New Testament
with attention. Here, then, was a
man, who had been at no pains to
inquire into the truth of religion,and
had continually turned his mind the
other way. It was not to be ex-
pected that the prospect of death
should alter his way of thinking, un-
less God should send an angel toset
him right. He had a vanity of be-
ing thought easy.” He spent muth
of his time, as death drew mear, in
“ playing at whist,” and “in ecrack-
ing jokes.” Horrid indeed! Bat,
with all his effort to die ¢ easy,’ con-
science would awake. We are a&
sured, on good authority, that he
¢ died in extreme agony and horror
of mind.”” 5

Thomas Hobbes, “a celebrated
philosopher; . . . . possessed supé
rior talents, but they were not em-
ployed in the cause of God. His
doctrines, religious and political, are
most pernicious in their consequen-
ces. Whether he was an atheist or
not, he sneered at the Christian idea
of a God, and contemned the Holy
Seriptures.

He received no comfort .or supporé
from his philosophy. He was
wretched beyond description; troub:
led by day and by night. He could
not bear the thought of dying, aud .
labored to avoid the subject as much
as . possible. : :

When he found that he conld live

no longer, he said, ‘I am about t0
take a leap in the dark. I shall be
glad to find a hole at which to creep
out of the world.””

To be continued.
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EXPERIENCE.

~ BY WM. W. PARMENTER.
I was born in Poundstock, Corn-
- wall county, England, June 22, 1804,
My father and mother belonged to
the Wesleyan Methodists. At the

age of 14, the Holy Spirit strove
with me, but I did not yield till I

. was twenty-one. I went to London,
" and while there my sister died very
happy in the Lord. On her death-
bed she requested my parents to
write and tell William to meet her
in glory. When I received my sis-
- {er’s request to meet her in glory,
. Imade up my mind: now, by the
e of God, I will be a Christian,
-and I will seek God till I find him.
I commenced reading the Bible and
ying God to show me my sing, to
reak up the fallow ground of my
heart, and to be merciful to me, a
ginner. After praying in earnest in
this way for four or five days, God
powerfully convicted me. I felt that
was the greatest sinner out of hell.

* Ihad such a heavy load of sin on my
‘heart, I eried to God for mercy many
times a day for five or six weeks,
‘before I found peace. The devil
powerfully tempted me, saying there
was no mercy for me: I might as
well give it up first as last. But
when I commenced seeking God I
~promised that I would seek Him till
-1 found Him, if it- was as long asI
lived. Then I began to pray eight
- orten times a day. Very often I
felt the dawnings of the Spirit,and a

. little love would spring up in my
soul. T would praise God for that
 little love, and then cry for clear
evidence—as clear as sunshine; yet
the load of sin was not removed from
-my'heart. I still prayed on in faith,
believing that God would give me
the clear witness of the Spirit. One
night about ten o’clock, while wrest-
ling like Jacob, the ‘power of God
came down and removed the heavy
l0ad of sin from my heart and filled
-y soul with glory. I had to shout,

‘me.

“Glory to God in the highest !”
This was October, 1825. I have
been crying to God ever since to
keep me from backsliding, and keep
me 1n the narrow. way to glory.
Jesus does still dwell in my heart.

I promised God, when he convert-
ed my soul, that I would pray in
secret three times a day as long as I
lived'; and I have done so for fifty-
three years, with family prayer—
morning and night—for fifty-two
years last May. I have to straggle
just as hard in prayer to keep the
victory over the world and the devil
now as I did when first converted.

About one year from this time,
while searching the Holy Scriptures
and reading John Waesley’s plain
account of Christian perfection and
the experience of Benjamin Abbott,
God gave me to see thé need of the
cleansing blood on my soul. I
wrestled for the cleansing power—
that Jesus wonld cleanse my heart
from all inbred sin. God gave me
as powerful convictions for heliness
as he did for the pardon of my sins.
I was in great distress for many
davs, when I praved in faith,
“ Come, Lord, and sanctify me, soul
and body.” That moment the
Spirit of God came upon me in such
a manner that I fell flat to the floor.
T had not power to lift hand or foot.
I believe I lay half an hour, feeling
the power of God running through
every part of my soul ahd body like
fire, consuming the inward corrup-
tion "of fallen, depraved nature.
God gave me a full assurance that
He had sanctified me, soul and body.
Glory. to God! for the cleansing
power that I felt in my soul.

Then the Spirit led me to go to
Grimsket, in Lancells, Cornwall
county, England—two and a half
miles—to hold a prayer meeting. I
got a brother and a sister to go with
We three agreed to ask God in
faith to convert thirty souls before
next Quarterly Meeting. There was
not one in the village converted to
God. We held two prayer-meetings
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a week in a mud-walled house, wheat
straw for shingles, earthen floor,
and benches for seats. Here God
came in power and saved thirty sin-
ners. When the last meeting came,
° God had saved twenty-nine sinners.
We held on to God for one sinner
more. . Before the meeting closed,
a sinner, powerfully convicted,
dropped on her knees and cried to
God for mercy, and never arose till
God had converted her soul. This
was in the fall of 1826. I then
found the circnit preacher, and said
to him, **Three of us have been
a-fishing, and God has helped us to
-cateh thirty sinners, that are traly
converted. We want you to take
charge of them. He came and

formed a new churech in the mud-
walled house.
glory !

I was married Feb. 14, 1828, to
Betsy Hicks. We- have lived to-
gether fifty years, still enjoying the
life and power of God ‘in our souls.

To God be all the

We came to America, July 4, 1831,
and settled in.Honesdale, Wayne
county. Pa. Brother and Sister
Hawkey lived at Celyville, one mile
from Honesdale. They enjoyed
holiness of heart. We commenced a

rayer-meeting in a school house.
%Ve agreed to ask God to convert
thirty sinners, or-over. We contin-
ued every night till God had con-
verted thirty-four sinners. To God
be all the glory! The Methodist

Episcopal preacher of Honesdale-

came and formed us into a class and
put me in as leader. They kept me
in that position for eighteen years.
He came once in two weeks, on a
week night, and preached to us. We
had three protracted prayer-meet-
ings in the eighteen years, and asked
God, in faith, to convert thirty, or
over, every timé& The preacher
came cnce in two weeks,; and let us
éc:)on with our prayer-meetings till

d had converted thirty-four, be-~

fore we closed. To God be ali the

. glory !
that lasted four months, I labored

In one protracted meeting,:

with Henry F. Row, in the Method-

*ist Episcopal church in Honesdale.

In 1836 God converted two hundred
and forty sinners. They were pow-
erfully convicted, and kept coming
to the altar, crying for mercy, every -
night, till they were clearly conver-
ed, and shouted “ Glory to God !”
Many were slain by the power of
God. * Some lay twelve and twenty-
four hours before they came to again,

In Mareh, 1854, we moved from
Honesdale-to- near Mount Vernon,
Kuvox county, Obio, and bought a.
farm. In 1864, I went back to:
Honesdale, to see my old friends. I
asked God to convert eighty sinners
in two churches! God converted
seventy-four in Honesdale, and thir-
ty-seven in Smithhill church, four
miles from Honesdale. To God be
all the glory ! When I went back
again, a few years after, there were
eighty holding on'and gone to glory:
Five of the young converts died
shouting “ Glory to God!” The last
fourteen winters I have left my
family and gone out to labor for the
salvation of souls, from six weeks to
three months in a winter. WhenI
returned I felt a sweeter peace than'
I should if T had received one thou-
sand dollars in money.

It is pleasant to work for God.

In holding prayer-meetings, aside.
from helping ministers, God has con- -
verted three hundred and thirty®
three sinners in fifty-two years,in
prayer - meetings, and forty-eight
have been converted at their houses.
While praying from house to house,
I came to one family, the father of
which had not been inside a chprch
for thirteen years. I prayed in the
family, and God began to work.
left an appointment every two oF
three days, in the afternoon, as I at-
tended meetings at the church, two- -
miles away, every night. The fifth
time, God converted one; the sixth
time, two souls; the seventh time,
two souls ; tie eighth time, one, an
the ninth time, one. This was the
last of the family.. All seven were
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converted at home. This was Janu-
! . 1866. The mother died shout-
- ing “ Glory to God !” Five belong
to the Free Methodist church now.
The hired girl moved away. The
two last winters I have labored .in
revivals. In 1876, an exhorter in
our church said to me, “I know
where there is a church unoccupied,”
and asked me to go and help hold a
meeting with him. It was tweunty
miles from Howard. We went, and
God helped, and converted -thirteen
ginners. We sent for Brother Brad-
~ ford, a local elder in our charch, to
- gome and baptize them and form a
Free Methodist church at Pleasant
Grove. He did, and thirteen joined.
Brother Bradford got a deed for a
Free Methodist church, as long as
we keep it for a Free Methodist
church. Our circuit preacher lived
fifty miles from Pleasant Grove.
After the church was formed he
came and preached once a mounth,
and took it into the circuit. Last
January, 1878, Brother Leonardson
and myself held another protracted
‘meeting at Pleasant Grove, and God
converted twenty more sinners. To
God be all the glory! I live one

moment at a time, and ‘that moment-

“by faith in the Son of God.
Howard, Knox Co., Ohio.

—_——e

IWQ live in deeds, -not years; in thorghts, not

' breaths; :

1In feelings, not in figures on a dial ;

‘We shonld count time by heart-throbs. He most
lives

Who thinks most, feels the noblest, acts the best.

P. Bailey.

—5 To fill the sphere, whicl: prov-

idence appoints, is tfue wisdom ; to

discharge trusts faithfully and live

exalted ideas, that is mission of good

men.”

—Outward triumphs of religiomn,
are no indications of its purity, since
the more corrupt it is, the more pop-
ular it will be, and the purer it is,
the less likely it isto be embraced,
except by a few whom God designs
to be witnesses.—Jokn Lord. :

RESTITUTION.

—

Restitution is that part of justice

-to which a man is obliged by a pre-

cedent. contract or a foregoing fault,.
by his own act or another man’s,
either with or without his will. He- -
that borrows is bonund . to pay; and
much more he that steals or cheats.
For if he that borrows, and pays not
when he is able, be an unjust person
and a robber, because he possesses
another man’s goods, to the right
owner’s prejudice, then he that took
them at first, without leave, is
the same thing, in every instant of
his possession, which the debtor is-
after the time in which he should and
could have made payment. For in
all sins we ave to distinguished the
transient or passing act from the re-
maining effect of evil. The act of
stealing was soon over and cannot he-
undone, and for it the sinner is only
answerable to God orhis vicegerent,,
and he is in a particular manner ap-
pointed to expiate it by suffering
punishment and repenting and ask-
ing pardon, and judging and con-
demning himeself, doing acts of jus-
tice and charity in opposition and
contradiction - to  that evil action.
But because in the case of stealing
there is an injury done fo our neigh-
bor, and the evil still remains after
the action is past ; therefore, for this
we are accountable to our neighbor;,
and we are to take the evil off from
him, or else he is an injured person,
a sufferer all the while ; and that any
man should be the worse for me and
my direct act, and by my intention,
is against the rule of equity, of jus-
tice, and of charity. I do not that
to others which I would have done
to myself, for I grow richer upon the
ruins of his fortune. Upon this .
ground it is a détermined rule im .
divinity, “Ounr sins can nover be -
pardoned until we. have restored -

-what we unjustly took or wrongfully

detain "—vestored; I mean, actually °
or in purpose and desire, which we
must really perform when we ean;
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and this doctrine, besides its evident
and apparent reasonableness is de-
rived from the express words of
Scripture reckoning restitution to be
a part of repentance, necessary in
order to the remission of our sins.
“If the wicked restore the pledge,
give again that he had robbed, etc.,
he shall surely live; he shall not
die.—Jeremy Taylor.

O! BE IN EARNEST.

BY MRS. C. TERRY.

For some time my mind has been
-drawing a comparison something
like this:

‘With all my talking and showing, I
have not been able to teach her
how to build a fire. She always
has a way of her own, which is to
ﬁut in a little kindling with out any

ard wood, and as soon as the kind-
ling burns up the fire goes out and
has to be kindled up again. And
so0 it is with a good many people in
trying to live religion. - With all the
preaching and praying, and with
all the light they have, they can not
get out of their way-into Ged's way
of living religion. They get enough
to last a little while, then they are
dead. Every time they go to meet-
ing they have to get kindled up.
Now, dear brothers and sisters, this
is not the way. We can never get
to heaven in this way. We must
be more in' earnest in this matter.
Pray God to baptize you with the
Holy Ghost, and kindle a fire in
your hearts that will never go out,
but will burn all through time and
eternity. O! may God help every
one to get out of ‘this loose, careless
way of living religion, and get ter-
.1ibly in eurnest for Jesus’ sake. O!
what a terrible thing it will be to
forever perish in sight of heaven;
and yet we are”in daager of doing
8So. O! help Lord, for Jesus’ sake.

Some people’s religion is |
like my daughter building a fire..

SALVATION'S FREE.*

By JoserH MCCREERY.

O ! wondrous love divine,
The love of Christ to me;
That I, nndone and lost by sin,
Should find salvation free.

Oppressed with sin and guilt,
And none to care for me,

I cast my soul on Jesus® blood,
And found salvation free.

With nothing in my hand,
No gift, no price, no plea,
Throngh Jesus’ boundless love alone
I've found salvation free.

O brethren, help me sing,
One song of victory,
For without money, without price,
- I’ve found salvation free.

I feel it burning now,
Like fire all through my soul,
Salvation’s free, as free as heaven,
Salvation’s free and full.

Forever—evermore,
This my glad song shall be,
Salvation’s free | —salvation’s free—
T'm glad salvation’s free.

Cuorus,
I’'m glad salvation’s free !
T'm glad salvation’s free!
Salvation’s free for you and me,
T'm glad salvation’s free!
. —With what is past, or what i
to come, we have little to do.
—Do not be disheartened at your

faults; bear with while correcting

yourself, as we try to bear with and
correct those committed to our
charge. Try to cast away that rest-
less activity which exhausts you
physieally, and leads you into faults
as well. Accustom yourself grad uaelii
to let your mental prayer spr
over all your daily external occupa-
tions. Speak, act. work quietly, a8
though you were praying, as inde
you ought.to be.

* The anthor says ** the chorus is everywhere, i
eeveral 1 es; but the song is no where
We are glad to have it in print as lately revised by
the author.
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CONSECRATE ANEW.
~ Beloveds, are yon walking in all the
light God has ever given you? Are
you as fully consecrated to God as the

& Spirit lets you see you should be ?

Is your property consecrated to

God? Do you use it to his glory?

Do you seek to employ it, net to in-

& dulge your appetites nor to gratify

your pride, but to do good to your fel-
Jow-men ? Many who talk of being
folly eonsecrated to God appear to
think that they can use their property
as they choose. They build and fur-
nish their houses more in aecordance

~ with the demands of fashion, than to

meet their actual wants, and those of
their families. They dress according

~ to their means, and not according to

the plain precepts of the word of God.
In short, they do not aect as if they
were responsible to God for doing good
with their property. How is it with
you? Is your property held at the Di-

_vine disposal, subject to any call that

Christ may make upon you? In pay-
ing money for the canse of God, do

you pay it where you honestly think
it will accomplish the most for your |

fellow-men? A good deal of money
expended professedly for the eause of

- God, goes in reality for the support of

pride. One needs the spirit of Christ
tolead him as much, in giving, as in

_ praying. It takes courage of the most

exalted kind, to refuse to give for a
popular cause, when you have the

~ conviction that the result will be the

fostering of pride, more than the pro-
motion of -the humble religion of
Jesus. Is your property thukhonestly
and really consecrated to God ? If not,
will you consecrate it fully to him?
Will you write upon all your property,
real and personal, in letters so large
that you can always read the inserip-
tion, HoLINESS TO THE LORD ?

I8 your personal influence consecra-
ted to God? Do you use your tongue

<

and your pen to do good ? ‘Do youact
on the statement of our Saviour that
*For every idle word that men shall
. speak, they shall give account thereof
in the day of judgment.” Do you al-
low these words to have their proper
influence over you ? It is a great thing
to have our tongues consecrated to
God. Many talk too much. They
have never learned to bridle their’
tongues. They would not think that
they could enjoy religion and strike
another seriously with the clenched
fist ; and yet they do not hesitate to
wound their friends with an instru-
ment which the Bible fitly says is
sharper than a two-edged sword. You
can do much good, or you can do a
great deal of harm with your® tongue.
‘Will you consecrate your tongue es-
pecially and fully to God? Will you
have a conseience about what you say,
and your manner of saying it ?

The amount of good which one can
do, dependslargely upon the voluntary
associations which he forms. Many
unite with strong churches, beeause
they are strong, and die spiritually for
want-of opportunities fo exercise the
grace which has been given them. We
cannot live unless we work.

We are now about to ecommence a.
new year. Itisa good time to renew
our consecrations to God. Satan may
tell you it will do no good—that you
will.soon drop down in your spiritual
life to where yon were before. He is
a liar. Christ can give you grace to
live up to the fullest consecration that
you ean make. Trust in him. -

If you give yourself to God, you
must reckon yourself as belonging to -
him. As you approach him in prayer,
tell him daily that you belong to him.
The more fully we are given to God,
the more will he impart of his nature
to us.

The great lack with most professed
Christians, springs from a lack of eon-
secration.

‘Who,then,will conseerate his service
this day to the Lord ?
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"USE HIM WELL.

My brother, Rev. Wm. Belden,was a
man of rare executive ability. For
many years he was principal of a pub-
lic school, with many teachers and
fifteen hundred scholars under him.
He had an assistant whom he said he
did not know how to get along with-
out, and yet he was the most disagree-
able man he ever saw. He bore with
his unpleasant qualities, because of
his good ones. - Men of uncommon ex-
cellence are apt to have uncommon
defects. Grace may purify the heart
and sweeten the temper, and make us
more thoughtful and considerate of
others ; but it will not remove a natur-
al dullness of apprehension; a weak-
negs of Wwnderstanding, or a defective
memory. Peter was rash and impetu-
ous ; and after he received the baptism
of the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost,
he was still the most bold and ener-
getic of all the disciples: :

God does not want all Christians to
be alike. - What may be a defect con-
sidered in itself, may be of greaj ad-
vantage in a church ecomposed of those
of opposite tastes and temperaments.
The eye and the foot have little in
common ;- yet, as necessary as both
are to the completeness of the body, so
are Christians, who correspond to the
several parts of the human body,
equally necessary to the full develop-
ment and strength of the Christian
church. To erowd the rich and the
educated into one church, and the
poor and the ignorant into another, is

as monstrous as it would be to put all

the eyes of all the people in a village
into one body, and all the feet into
another. But the eye should not de-
spise the feet because they wade
through the dust and the mud; nor
should the feet despise the eye be-
cause, though it may see a good ways,
it cannot move a step unless carried.
If, then, yon have one in the church
who is doing something for its pros-
perity,though it may not be your kind
of work, use him well. You will not

always have him ; and, of as little ac-
count as he may seem to yon now,you
will miss him when he is gone. Donot
get offended at the closeness with
which one may talk ; get all the good
you can out of what he says, and
count the wounds which a friend in-
flicts faithful, for soon his tongue will
be silent in death.

In the family relation you may think
your father is severe in his admoni-
tions, and striet in his requirements;
but he has your welfare deeply at
heart : therefore hearken to his advice
and receive his reproofs with rheek-
ness, for you will not always have him,

Your mother may almost worry you
with her prayers and her exhortations;
but she feels for your as no other mor-
tal can : therefore yield to her heaven-
inspired entreaties, for she will soon
be gone, and you will never have but
one mother. : ;

You may regret many things—bub
you will never be sorry that you obeyed
the requirement of inspiration, B¢ pa-
tient towards all men. No matter how °
others treat you, do you always treat
them well in return. See that nome
render evil for evil unto any man ; but
ever follow that which is. good, both
among yourselves and to all men. i

This requirement is for all Christians
in every state of religious expetience.
It is binding on all. Will you consider
it? Where you have failed to practice -
it, ask God to forgive you, ahd set
yourself to obey this practical diree-
tion which God gives you. It will re-
commend your religion beyond any- -
thing you ean possibly say in its favor.

S R S

ON THE WAY.

We are now several hundred miles
on our way to California. We stopped
at Chicago and preached three times.
We found a band of devoted, earnest
pilgrims. They are about openinga
mission in another part of the city-
We were blessed among them—the
Lord was in the meeting—a few made
a start to seek the Lord.
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Near Kellogg, Jasper Co., Iow&, we | Gra.dua.lly, as they became impatient

pmwhed twice on Sabbath, the 22d of
December, in the Mt. Pleasant M. E:
Chureh. They had been holding re-
vival meetings for about four weeks,
and a number were converted. The
Lord helped us in preaching his truth;
and in the evening the altar was filled
_ with seekers of pardon a.nd purity.
‘A good many were blessed, and the
" meeting was one of power-and profit.
There is a prospect of a gracious work
here. ]

We were glad to find that our old
friend, Brother Abram Moore, formerly
of Western New York, had made a

" new start for heaven; and with his

faithful wife, was going on his way re-
joicing. We had a season of refreshing
at their hospitable home.

To-night — Monday—at mid-night
we expect to take the train for Omaha ;
thence via the Union Pacific, through
the frost and snow of the Rocky
Mountains, to the Pacific coast.

Thus far we are greatly blessed in
our journey. We hope all our friends
‘will pray for us, that God may be glo-
rified and his cause adva.nced through
this visit. { .

—_—————
PROGRESS BY REST.

The Sabbath was made for man. It
fits his physical and mental constitu-
tion as the cog fits its pinion. Let a
man work seven days in the week and
pay no attention to the Sabbath, and
as a result he shortens his life a
seventh. Not only so, but in a period
embracing several weeks he will ac-
complish less in mere physical results
than he would by keeping the Sab-
bath. This has been repeatedly dem-
onstrated by actual experience.

In 1855, Rev. Wm. Royal and family
- went from IHinois to Oregon by the

“overland route. They started out with
: &large train; he and his family hav-
ing seven Wagons He told the com-
pany on the start, that-he should rest
évery Sabbath and have religious ser-
vices. The first Sabbath all stopped.

to get through, a smaller number
stopped on each successive Sabbath
until, at the end of six weeks, he and
his family were left alone. Still they
conscientiously kept the Sabbath. At
the end of the journey, to the surprise
of all,those who rested on the Sabbath
came out fromm two to three weeks
ahead of the rest, and their teams
were in a much better condition.
Providentially they were especially
cared for. While the others suffered
more or less from the depredations of
thievish Indians ; those who honored
God by the observance of his Sabbath,
were not molested. Mr. Royal wasa
striet, conscientious' man, and he and
his party kept their religion. They
were prepared to exert an influence for
good in the new settlement which they
helped to form.- They occupied a
prominent position in society, and
some of the sons became sueccessful
ministers of the Gospel. God says,
Them that honor me I will honor.

BE PATIENT TO ALL.

The utmost pains is taken in the Bi-
ble, to guard us against all deception.
We are not only warned against it;
but important precepis are repeated
with such a variety of expression, as
to secure, if possible, our closest atten-
tion. 3

To the other Christian graces we are
told to add patience. But patience is’
an invisible quality- of the soul. We
may know that we have it from our
feeling under provocation. Yet we:
may be deceived, and think we have
it, when we have hot. But when it is
put into exercise, we know it, and
others know it. So we are command-
ed to BE PATIENT TOWARD ALL MEN.
—1 Thess. v, 14. Not ‘““have patience,”
that is too abstract, but ‘* be patient.”
Act out the principle. Use the gual-
ity in daily life. Do mot put patience
away with your Sunday clothes, but
use it in every-day life. There is not
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-a Christian grace in greater demand
-or of greater pratical service.

Be patient toward your wife. She
' may be nervous and worn out with
. sickness, or with watching and care;
| but so much greater is the reason why
| you should be careful and say nothing
or do nothing that can wound her
| sensitive spirit.

Be patient toward your husband.

However great or numerous his
faults, you cannot lessen them by
manifesting toward him an ‘irritable,
complaining spirit. Love becometh all
things. He meets with plenty of com-
plaints and rebuffs abroad;let him find
forbearance and kindness at home.

A little patience will go farther to-
wards his improvement, than any
amount of complaining.

Be - patient towards those who are
under your authority. He isnot qual-
ified - to govern who cannot govern
‘\E’:}lﬂelf. They may be dull of appre-

hension, or even perverse. But it will

do them no good, and will do you a

great deal of harm, to fret and seold

when things do not go as you think
they should. Often the capacity of
men is smaller than is commonly sup-
posed, and not unfrequently those
who are doing poorly, are doing the
best they can. Patient instruction,
and words of encouragement, or of

calm reproof when needed, will im-

prove them more than fault-finding.

Be patient toward strangers. They
may show a lack of courtesy—may be
rude and uncivil—but the rule of con-
ductm such cases is, See that none
{render evil unto any man.
| Whatever may be the relation be-
tween you and others with whom you
[eome into contact, you must be pa-

‘tient toward them. For patience is
lnot only a serviceable, every-day,

Christian grace, but it is one without

which none may hope to gain Heaven.

Eternal life is promised to them only

who by patient continuance in well do-

ing, seek for glory, and honor, and

immortality.—Rom. iv, 7,

A lack of patience deprives us ma.ny
blessings we might otherwise enjoy in
this life. Moses was the meekest of
men, but on one occasion his patience

gave out, and as a consequence hs

was never permitted to enter the
promised land. So many through their

impatience with others, never enter

the Canaan of perfect love. Theu-hte f
is passed in wanderings in the wilder-
ness; and the best they can ever dois
to gain a view from Pisgah’s top ofthe
land they never enter. -
Make it then a matter of prayerful
study, to be patieni. Do not be dis
couraged - over repeated failures
‘When you see you have failed in the
least, come to God at once for pardon,
and ask for patience definitely, with
the expectation that you will receive

all you need.
— e

MIGHTY TO SAVE.

Brother M—— was the son of a tay-
ern-keeper, who very early in life be-
came dissipated, and for years wasthe
terror of the neighborhood. During |
the war he was drafted ; and in order
to escape from it, he dug a hole large
enough for him to crawl in under the
floor of his shanty, and leading some
sixty feet to a hollow.” Here he
would lie hid all day, and come out at
night, and rob and steal his living from
cellars, chicken-houses, ete. He

“trained his family to watch for the

soldiers, who would come and search
his house, and go away satisfied that
he could not be there. The floor was :
dirt, and when he would go into hi§
hole, his wife would cover it over with

‘boards, and scatter dirt and ashes

over it, so it would have the appear-
anece of a ground floor. In this place
he put in the entire period of war
For several years after he led the samé
degraded life, until he was converted,
in answer to his wife’s prayers, who
from abuse and neglect, was also lost,
tosociety. No one ever thought of theit |
being any power or influence able 0
reach his case. Both he and his fam-
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_ jly were lost sight of; until in mercy

- God reached down his strong arm, lift-
ed him out of his degradation, and .he
astonished the neighborhood by enter-
ing the M. E. Church one Sabbath, (a
place he had not been inside of for
years) and went forward and gave his
name to the preacher. They all want-
. ed to pray for him ; buit he told them.
what- the Lord had done for him.

When Brother E. P. Hart first
preached for us, he came down and
heard him. He remarked that this

.~ was the Gospel that reached him,

although he had not heard it from
man. Said he, *‘I know Brother Hart
is a minister of Christ.” Do you want
to know how ? Why, when he began
to preach, he said, “‘ Glory to God!” I
never heard any other preacher say
that in his sermon before. I knew he
was a good one. I did not want any-
thing more.. A man who can say in
his heart “Glory to God !” is good
enough for me. His little daughter,
one night after he gave in one of his
" most telling experiences of what a des-

perate state he had been saved from,
how he had, under the influence of
liguor, abused his family, jumped to

her feet and exclaimed, ‘“We are a

happy family now,” and though she.

Was not over twelve years old, struck
up and sang with great power to a
congregation in tears:

" “ Of him who did Salvation bring
I conld forever think and sing.™
e
" A THRILLING EXPERIENCE.

A beloved brother, in ordering THE
EARNEST CHRISTIAN to be sent to a
new subscriber, says:

He is a converted prize-fighter and
drunkard, who has been reclaimed
~ from a life of sin and degradation.

Brother P—'s wife was also convert-
ed at our last quarterly meeting, Dec.
8th, held by Brother Hawkins, Dis-
trict Chairman, which was a season of
Tefreshing and ;power from on high,
Brother P—— gave a thrilling history

of his past life last Sabbath ; how he-
had resisted the influence of pious pa--
rents, and steeled his heart against his.
dying mother’s most earnest appeal to-
reform. Upon her death-bed, with
strong cries and tears, she entreated
him to repent ; but he turned a deaf
ear, and resorted to strong drink, and:
other modes of sin and erime,to drown
his convictions, and gratify his evil
passions. In such a depth in sin did
hefall that, being chosen as a second
in a prize fight, in selecting the battle-
ground for the participants, he chose-
the spot in the cemetery adjoining the
lot in which his father and mother lay
buried. I use his own words ; he had
been guilty of almost every erime but
murder. With tears streaming down
his cheeks he, in the most earnest
manner,appealed to other young men,
who were present, and who knew his
past life, to take warning from him.
We felt that nothing but the grace of
God, as it is manifested in Christ, ean

-reach cases like his, and only the grace

that saves from hell, will save from
gins of that dye. There was a very
large congregation composed of young
people, some of whom are now in the

‘same destroying path from which Bro-

ther P— has been taking, and they
were visibly affected at his testimony
of what grace had done for him, in
saving him from his evil habits.
Amaong these he classed tobacco,which .
he described as being, not only filthy
and degrading, but like all other de-
praved vices, tending downward inits -
course. He began with smoking five-
cent cigars as a mark of style,descend-
ing to the cheapest, ending with a
short stem pipe. From describing his
past experience, he turned to the young
men in the back part of the congrega-~
tion and said, ‘‘ You all knowme ; you
know I have told you the truth ; and
now do you want to know what I have -
got in return ; I have joy and peace in.
the Holy Ghost. I have pleasure I
never dreamed of in the world. Ihave
got what took three men through the-
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fiery furnace; what took a man
-through the lion’s den ; what enabled

me in reply to a challenge to fight a

prize-fight,or run a foot-race to say, “I
am done fighting prize-fights or run-
ning foot-races. I have whipped a
better man than any of us; I have got
the vietory over the world, the flesh,
‘and the devil. I am running for an
‘immortal erown.”
| Brother M—— who also is a miracle
bf grace, and who had also reached
the lowest possible point in degrada-
tion, and who the Lord has most gra-
ciously saved, and kept by his mighty
power for some six or seven years past,
was present, rejoicing with exceeding-
ly great joy, to hear Brother P——tell
what his Jesus had done for him. He
remarked that men like him and Bro-
ther P——, had a better idea of hell-
fire, than most of the writers, who
were writing and refining about that
place. Said he, “We had the fires al-
ready kindled in our own bosoms, and
not only so, but burning briskly there.
But glory and praise to Jesus give,
He has reached down his strong arm,
¢ and rescued us from the flames of an
la.wfnl hell, kindled the flames of Di-
‘vine love, and given us an earnest of
i our inheritance above.
% ‘We had a real Holy Ghost time. To
{ our God be all the glory ! Pray for us
/- that the salvation of God may come in
| mighty power, giving saints and sin-
Lners both to feel that there is some-
thing for them both to do, and that
the sentiment “‘that nothing either
great or smal, remains me to do,” is
one of the devil’s cheats, by which,
and through which, he would disarm
. an earnest Christianity. He never
troubles a dead Christian or church
-with sentiments of that kind, but like
Lorenzo Dow’s—illustration of the one
devil perched upon the top of a steeple
of a fashionable church, asleep, while
all the infernal regions were emptied,

to keep wateh on an old saint of God, |

‘whjle she was on her knees, so when
he sees a people in earnest to get

saved and keep saved,and save othefg, :
he at once becomes solicitous abont
their watching and his inventive geni-

us is exhausted, to prevent the sainfg | :

from attaining their great end. Jfhe
cannot do it by persecution and down-
right opposition, then on the ground
of great personal interest in their good
name, propriety, soundness of faith,
genteel practice, etc., he would allurg
them to sleep, ““deceive the very eleet,
if possible.”

CORRESPONDENCE.

PERFECT IN SUFFERING *

DEAR BROTHER HOKE : Althougha |
stranger in the flesh, I am brought
near to you by the Spirit. ‘‘Joying
and beholding your order, which is -
evidently in the Lord, and the stead-
fastnesss of your faith, in all your
weariness and painfulness,” which i
for your good and the glory of God.

I have been brought to know your
circumstances, directly by the hand of
the all-wise God ; who truly knoweth
all things and endureth all things for
his own, after the perfect counsel of

I, too, am a great sufferer, and have
been for nearly eighteen long years;
but never knew the power of divine
grace to sustain in affliction, until
about seven years ago. After God
converted my soul, I loved nothing 8o
much as the work of soul-saving ; and
until the past year I have been per-
mitted to do something in the way of
active service for the dear Lord. Dur
ing these years the work of saving
grace has been going on in my soul
most thoroughly. All glory to the tri-
une God forever! i

During the past year the Lord has
literally laid me aside, in order to per-
feet his work in me, and to fully pre-
pare me for the work to which he has
called me." I have the catarrh, scrofuld

#The experience of Brother J. Hoke is relsted i

“the September number (1878). This letter isfar-

rished us by Rev. J. Fohl,

.
4
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" on the lungs, beside having each nos-
tril filled with a fungus growth, called

~ polypus. I have during all these years
suffered much, but for seven or eight
years my misery has been inereasing,
and for the past year more especially ;

. Jean truly say that I have had the
very dregs of the bitter cup almost
constantly pressed to my lips, which
divine grace has enabled me patiently
and cheerfully to take. All glory to
- Jesus. ' : _
Were I to attempt to tell you all, it
might fail to do you good. God knows
just what you need, and he will direct
by his Spirit. My sufferings have not
been alone physieal. God has seen fit,
in his infinite love and wisdom, tolead
me, spiritually speaking, through fire
and water. He has caused me to live
* almost entirely in the Psalms, having
David’s experience of joys, deliver-
ances; triumphs and praise, as well as
_ his liftings up and castings down ; the
one always closely following the other.
‘I have been permitted, in the wonder-
ful mercy and love of God, to be
- thrown, with the three Hebrew chil-
dren, in the burning, fiery furnace;
with Daniel in the den of lions, and
with the apostles in bonds and impris-
onments ; yes, I think I can say to the

glory of God, that I have, in a small

degree, known what it -was to have fel-
lowship with Christ’s sufferings, and to
be made conformable to the saints.
- But though I have endured a great
fight of afflictions, no temptation has
taken me which is not common to
man : but this has been God’s blessed
plan of doing his work, and I have
been satisfied. One of the most fiery
trials which I have been called to en-
dure, has been to wait, amid all my
other tribulations, during the past six
years, for the healing: of my body.
He told me that he would heal me, but
also showed me that it would be a long
time before it would be done. The
Lord has been pleased to raise me up
from a sick-bed in answer to the pray-
er of faith, and has given' me miracu-

-who healeth all our diseases.

- the same.

lous help for my body many times,
and has made me an instrument in
healing others ; yet the work of restor-
ing me to perfect health is still delayed.
But the Lord has showed me that the
time is at hand, and my faith expects
the blessing continually. It shall be
done. He says, “I am the Lord, the
God of all flesh. Is there anything
too hard for me ?” It is he who not
only forgiveth all our iniquities, but
He also
says, “ The prayer of faith shall save
the sick, and the Lord shall raise him
up.” ‘‘Christ in us ” to-day, is the very
same Jesus who healed all that had
need of healing, when upon the earth.

Yesterday, until about two o'cléck
P. M., I was sorely chastened by the
afflicting hand of God, so that I was
hardly able to move about the house;
but the Lord, by his Spirit, told me to
go to a certain house : also told me the
time to go. I went at three o’clock,
feeling quite well in body, but not
knowing for what purpose I went. I
had been there but a few moments
when the September number of THE
EARNEST CHRISTIAN was put into my
hands, and I was told by the Spirit
that to obtain this book was the object
of my visit. I commenced to read it
and was so blessed that I praised the
Lord aloud. T looked over the entire
contents of the book, but did notread
the article concerning yourself. I was
directed to bring the book home with
me,and during the evening I read your
letter. I at once felt that you might
yet be restored to health. God has his
purposes concerning you, and he has
power to raise you up, and restore you
to your work. I at once looked to the
Lord, praising him on your behalf, for
your Christ-like Spirit which was
breathed out in your letter, and for.
the merey and goodness of God to-
ward you, and for a continuation of
In the night, while suffer-
ing, my thoughts and heart turned to-
wards you, and to God in your behalf,
and I asked him. if it was his Holy
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Spirit leading me to pray for special
help for you, to show me by bringing
.~ you to my mind the next morning in

- prayer in such a way that I could not
mistake it: I then asked the Lord if
the leading of the Spirit was for the
healing of your body, or only for its
relief. I was told that it-was for both.

I prayed'for you in faith, and was
directed to write to you all that I have
written. Upon turning to your letter
for direction, or place of residence,the
Spirit was poured upon me and I was
filled with joy and praise.

I have written this with much pray-
er for the Spirit’s help, and have felt
the blessing and favor of God upon
me, and believe that this event is or-

dered of the Lord, and will be carried-

on to hisglory. Simply hope for de-
- liverance and trust in the Lord with
all your might.

I will still pray for you as the Spirit
leads. May the Lord stand by you,
and do all his will and good pleasure
in you. Yours in the Lord for a clean
and full salvation.

Miss DESIRE PLUMB.

Paw Paw, Mich., Nov., 1878.

DIED IN THE LORD.

At her home in the Town of Milton,
Oregon, Sept. 16th, 1878, Sister Mary
E. Swarts. She was born in Massana,
8t. Lawrence Co., N. Y., in the year
1812, was converted in early life, and
united with the M. E. Church.

‘While living in Minnesota, shé unit-
ed with the Free Methodist Church,
under the labors of Brother T. S. La-
Due. For some cause unknown to
the ‘writer, she withdrew from the
church before coming to this country,
though in her last sickness she ex-
pressed great love for, and a great de-
sire to see, Free Methodism established
here. Her sufferings were very great
and long continued ; but though the
outw man perished, the Inward
man was renewed day day. She
- died happy -in God. Ather est,
. the writer preached her funeral ser-

mon to an attentive congregation.

: - *  GEo. EDWARDS.

LOVE FEAST. S
Witniam P. AARON.—My soul to
day is feasting on the fullness of Godls
love. Iknow my sins were all par- |
doned the last of August, 1856. Yeg
Iknow it; O glory! What peace [ |
had, amen ! O the blood, the preciops |
blood that washed my sins away. |
felt there was more to follow. Hallels-
jah! I have been a reader of THE EAr-
NEST CHRISTIAN for ten years, andif
has been a blessed book to me. Praise
the name of Jesus for its blessed teach-
ings. Then in March 1874, T attended
a holiness convention, held by Bro-
ther Hardin Wallace, in Clayten,
Adams county. There I heard the
pure word preached. Glory be to God!
As soon as I went into the church,and
heard the testimony of God’s saved
ones, I was convinced that they had
something that I did not have. I
tuarned to my wife and said, * Thisis
the Free Methodist teaching.” T be
lieve in it. It is Bible . teaching
Amen! Isought for consecration,and

-| was sanctified by faith. Glory fo

God! I feel at this very moment, that
the very God of peace sanctifies me
wholly. I love the Free Methodists,
though I have never been privileged
to hear any of them preach. I have
been praying that the Lord would
send some of them over into Hancock
County, or to Clayton, Adams County.
1 am walking by faith ; my feet on the

. solid Rock. All the way along 'fi§

Jesus; he comes, he fills my soul
Glory to God! I am yeur blood .
washed brother in Christ, saved by
faith. "Amen.

Bowensburg, Iils.

ALICE THOMPSON.—I am the Lords
and he is mine. Praise his holy name!
I love the narrow way, for it doesreal: |
1y pay to follow the Lord. It saysin.
the Holy Word, ‘* The righteous shall
shine forth as the sun.” Glory toGod!
1 am glad salvation is free. Hallelt-
jah! ; $

Sherbourne, N. Y.




